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examination which the council seems to
desire,

The following statements and statistics
| are put forth by McGill 'ﬁniversity with
reference to the degree of B. A., the
arrangements for which in the Protest-

mind, somewhat different from tliese of-

the judgement of Protestant educators
" superior. z 3

McGill university states the case with
reference to its degree of B.A. thus:—_

Representations have also been m
fame memorial to the effect that th?sdzzl?vtel:f
8ity “gives the degree of Bachelor of Arts to
all students who complete the course in the
faculty of arts.” Ir under this statement the
final examinations for the degree are alone

- referred to, this is only what might in most

cases be exgected_. since students in arts of
Lhis university must first pass a matricula-
tion examination ip which the average fail-
“UTES aMOUNT 10 Invre wnan SS4RPer_cont. and
must thereafter pursue a course -extending
over four years.in which eight otherexami-
nations have to be passed, in all of which
gfome candidates are rejected, so that, though
few fail in the final examinations, yet less
than 52 per cent. of those who enter for the
degree of B.A. actually attain to it. BStatis-
{ies proving these facts have been publishedin
the public prints and in reports of this uni-
versity. It ishowever eviden{ that the said.
allegation is made with the view of creating an

iz given by this university without sufiicient
qualification, which is altogether incorrect.
We therefore deny the truth of this allegation
in the eonnection in whichrit appearsin the -
memorial referred to, and reaffirm the state-

" ment made in our previousvetition, to the ef-
. fect that in the case of those who have taken
| thedegreein arts of the universities, this de-
grge,shéu)dhb recognized as qualifying to en- |

- ter on professional study without further ex-

h | amination. In allothercountries possessing
. universities, this privilegeis given, and it is
i obvﬁous]y expedient, as inducing candidates
" to pursue a thorough and libéral education.

Itis also submitted in this connection that
the course of study in artsin the Protestant
universities is in every respect adequate, and
is equal to that given in other countries. and
- to which such privileges are there granted.

These statements are sustained by a
tabular view of the number entered and
graduated in six years, and by reference
to the published calendars and reports of
the university.

Bishops’ college in its memorial gives a
full conspectus of its course of study in
arts extending over three jfears, and
closes with these words :—

“The university does not complain
that the Bar or any vrofession should
insist on their candidates giving proof of
a liberal education. The complaint is
that the Bar rejects the best proof and
accepts proof that admits inferior men.”

“ The object of higher education is to
prepare men by continued study of high
class subjects under men of reputation
to qualify themm for technical studies,
The restiictions sought to be imposed
by the Bar tend to lower the standard by
keeping men out of the universities.”

We have not space to enter into the
‘questions as to the course for the degree
of B. C. L., but statistics as to-this may
Le given ab a future time. It is fo be
hoped that the good sense and right feel-
ing of the Legislature will sustain in this
matter the teaching institutions to wh:ch
our country owes so much, and which
have in point of fact sent out into active

infinitely better fitted for their work
‘than they could have been without such
advantages. In this connection it must

ant universities are, it must be borne in

the Roman Catholic institutions, and in

impression that the degree of Bachelor of Arts |

life the majority of our professional men |

Y

be borne in mind that the Council of the !

o | Bar is not a teaching body, and if it

is

a | allowed to break down the power of the
1 | teaching institutions and to withhold the
5, | stimulus arising from the pursuit of the
s | academical degrees, it will inflict an irre-
4 | parable injury on our young men, and
Jﬁ through them on the future professional

| and public life of our country.




(Copy.)

7o the Hon'ble. the Legislative Assembly of the Province of

Quebec, in Parliament assembled :

The Petition of the undersigned representing the MCGILL
LINIVERSITY, humbly sheweth :—

That your Petitioners in the last session of the Legislature represented to your Honourable House the
evils arising from certain disabilities inflicted on the University, and through it on Professional Education, by
the regulations of the Council of the Bar, and also the necessity that the Degree of Bachelor of Arts should
here, as in other countries, be recognized as sufficient qualification for entrance into Professional Study.

That the relief sought for was not obtained ; but that bills are again before the Legislature having this
object in view.

That representations have been made to your Honourable House in a memorial signed by the Batonnier
General and Secretary of the Council of the Bar, to the effect that Degrees have been granted to Students in
Law who had “followed the lectures pro forma only,” and that the Faculty has given “Lectures pro forma
only.” These allegations we deny, as altogether at variance with fact, in so far as this University is concerned,
and are prepared to prove the same by the records of our Faculty of Law for a great number of years, as well
as by the success of our Graduates in passing the examinations for admission to the practice of Law.

Representations have also been made in the same memorial to the effect that this University “gives the
Degree of Bachelor of Arts to all students who complete the course in the Faculty of Arts.” If under this
statement the final examinations for the degree are alone referred to, this is only what might in many cases be
expected, since students in Arts of this University must first pass a Matriculation examination in which the
average failures amount to more than 28 per cent. and must thereafter pursue a course extending over three or
four years, in which eight other examinations have to be passed, in all of which some candidates are rejected,
so that, though few fail in the final examinations, yet less than 52 per cent. of those who enter for the degree
of B. A. actually attain to it. Statistics proving these facts have been published in the public prints and in
Reports of this University. It is however evident that the said allegation is made with the view of creating an
impression that the Degree of Bachelor of Arts is given by this University without sufficient qualification, which
is altogether incorrect. We therefore deny the truth of this allegation in the connection in which it appears in
the memorial referred to, and re-affirm the statement made in our previous petition, to the effect that in the

case of those who have taken the Degree in Arts of the Universities, this Degree should be recognized as qua®._

lifying to enter on professional study without further examination. In all other countries possessing Universi-
ties, this privilege is given, and it is obviously expedient, as inducing candidates to pursue a thorough and
liberal education. It is also submitted in this connection that the Course of Study in Arts in the Protestant
Universities is in every respect adequate, and is equal to that given in other countries, and to which such
privileges are there granted.

In proof of the above statements the most ample evidence can be submitted if desired.

Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray that no credence may be given to the allegations and mis-state -
ments above controverted, and that your Honourable House will be pleased to grant the relief desired in the
premises ; and your Petitioners as in duty bound will ever pray.

On behalf of the University.

( J. H R. MOLSON,

: Acting President.
(Signed,) {

IL J. W. DAWSON, LL.D,
Vice-Chancellor.

(Signed,)
J. W. BRAKENRIDGE, B.C.L.

Secretary.
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McGILL COLLEGE, MONTREAL.
FAcuLTty oF ARTS.

Comparison of the number of Candidates for entrance into the first year of the
undergraduaate course, with the number of the same class who obtained the B.A. degree
four years subsequently :

: Entrance
Session (No. of Candidates.) B. A. Year.
1879-80 32 of whom 16 graduated in April 1883
1880-81 34 do 18 do do 1884
1881-82 36 do 18 do do 1885
1882-83 40 do 23 do do 1886
1883-84 41 do 21 do do 1887
1884-85 43 do 20  do do 1888
Total entrants in six years, 226 of whom............ 116 graduated at the end of

four years.
Ratiofnsuhl ot s 116
— — 513

Thus, on the average of these six years, less than 52 per cent. of those who pre-
sented themselves as candidates for entrance in any one ycar eventually reached the
B. A. degree with the class, i.e., about half the candidates only were successful.

In drawing up this table all the candidates were counted, whether they presented
themselves for the Matriculation Examination in September of any year, passed sub-
sequently at Christmas, or in April following, or joined the class at the Senior Matri-
culation (entrance into the second year) in the following September.

ALEXANDER JOHNSON, LL.D,

.

» Dean, Faculty of Arts.
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Qo the Zon'ble. the Legislative Jssembly of the ﬁruvincee af Onebe,
in Parliament assembled :

The Petition of the Undersigned, representing the MOGILL
UNIVERSITY, humbly sheweth:

That for many years this University has maintained in this Province Courses of Study, based on the
methods of the Universities of Great Britain, not only in the Faculty of Arts, but in the Faculties of Law,
Medicine and Applied Science, and that these Courses of Study are equal in value to those in other countries,
and that their practical benefits are evidenced by the high positions taken by the Graduates of the University
in public and professional life. 1

That at the time of Confederation this University, in common with other Chartered Universities,
possessed certain rights and privileges, the continuance of which was guaranteed to it by the Union Act, in
its capacity of a Protestant University, constituted by Royal Charter, for the purpose of providing the higher
education for Her Majesty’s subjects, more especially of the Protestant minority in this Province.

That by several Acts of the Provinciul Legislature these rights and privileges have been from time to
time diminished or curtailed, and that it is believed that in the present Session other measures are to be
introduced having this tendency.

Your Petitioners would refer more especially to the following :—

Under the Bar Act of last Session of the Legislature, the powers of the Universities, relating to
Matriculation or admission of students, relating to the Course of Study in Law, and relating to the privileges
possessed by Graduates with reference to the term of apprenticeship, have been transferred to the Council of
the Bar, a body of which a majority of the members - , and which has already
instituted Regulations not consistent with educational methods of the Protestant/minority, which have been
approved by long and beneficial experience in the mother country, and have
wants and circumstances of this Province.

een carefully adapted to the

Under the Medical Act several restrictions have been placed on tife Examinations of the University,
and it is publicly stated that a bill is now being prepared by the Collége of Physicians, the effect of which
will be to impose an examination for entrance on the study of the/profession not suited to our system of
instruction, and to subject our Graduates to an examination befoyé examiners appointed by the College of
Physicians, in a manner not in force before Confederation.

That your Petitioners, believing that such enactments/re and will be hurtful to the professional and
educational interests of the Protestant minority of this Proyfuce, and are also in violation of the guarantees
given at Confederation, humbly pray that they may be/repecaled, and that similar legislation be not enter-
tained in future.

Your Petitioners would farther represent thaf/since in the Province of Quebec the system of Protestant
education, administered by the Protestant Commitfee of the Council of Public Instruction, is essentially dis-
tinct in its methods and aims from that of the ptajority, since farther the Primary Education of the Universities
and Normal School, and the Secondary Edugation of the Academies and High Schools, are entirely separate

and distinet, and were so before Confedepdtion, these facts should be acknowledged as guaranteed to the
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Protestant minority, and that their rights in such respects should not be diminished or alterations permitted,
without the consent of the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction.

Your Petitioners would therefore claim,

That it is just and expedient, and necessary to the dae maintenance of Protestant education as guaran-
teed by the Union Act, that in the case of Protestant candidates for examination for entrance into professional
studies, the Courses of Study prescribed by the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction, for
the highest grade of the Academies, and those of the Protestant Universities for Matriculation, should be fally
recognized as valid and sufficient.

That in the case of those who have taken the Degree in Arts of the Universities, this Degree should be
recognized as qualifying to enter on professional study without further examination. In all other countries
possessing Universities, this privilege is given, and it is obviously expedient, as inducing candidates to pursue
a thorough and liberal education. It is also submitted in this connection that the Course of Study in Arts in
the Protestant Universities is in every respect adequate, and is equal to that given in other countries, and to
which such privileges are there granted.

That with reference to the entrance on professional practice, the Protestant Universities have a right to
claim, (1), That their Royal Charters shall be respected, as giving them the right to determine the Courses of
Study adequate for professional as well as other degrees. (2), That under the Confederation Act they can
claim the continuance of all educational “rights and privileges” possessed by them before Confederation.
(3), That it is especially unjust that powers bearing on the educational rights of Protestants should be handed
over to professional councils, of which a majority mus}{e Roman Catholics, and

Your Petitioners would therefore humbly pray for such relief in the premises- as to your Honourable
House may seem just and reasonable, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.







[ConFIDENTIAL.]
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EXTRACTS from the Report of a Committee on Recent Regulations réAspécting.Professional
Examinations, presented to the Corporation of McGill Uaiversity, January 27th,
1887, and adopted by that body.

B O N R S S O S O AN

The points which appear to your Committee most important in relation to the interests of the University, and
of the higher Protestant Schools, are the following :—

1. That it is just and expedient that in the case of Protestant candidates for examination for entrance into
professional studies, the Courses of Study prescribed by the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public In-
struction, for the highest grade of the Academies and those of the Protestant Universities for Matriculation, should
be fully recognized as valid and sufficient.

2. That in the case of those who have taken the Degree in Arts of the Universities, this Degree should be
recognised as qualifying to enter on professional study without further examination. In all other countries
possessing Universities this privilege is given, and it is obviously expedient, as inducing candidates to pursue a
thorough preparatory education. It is also submitted in this connection that the Course of Study in Arts in the
Protestant Universities is in every respect adequate, and is equal to that given in other countries, and to which
such privileges are there granted.

3. That with reference to the entrance on professional practice, the Protestant Universities have a right to
claim, (1,) That their Royal Charters shall be respected, as giving them the right to determine the Courses of Study
adeqnate for professional as well as other degrees. (2,) That under the Confederation Act they can claim the
continuance of all educational ¢ rights and privileges,” possessed by them before Confederation. (3,) That it is
especially unjust that powers bearing on the educational rights of Protestants should be handed over to professional
councils, of which a majority must be Roman Catholics, and the whole may be so.

Your Committee would therefore recommend that the above statements be forwarded to the Protestant Com-
mittee of the Council of Public Instruction, through its Sub-Committee, and that it be requested to take such steps
in the premises as may seem best fitted to secure the rights of Protestant education with reference to professional

study, whether in Law or Medicine or in other professions.

Your Committee would farther ask the attention of the Corporation to the proposals of the Medical Council,
intended to be submitted to the Legislature at its next meeting, to withdraw the present rights of Medical
Graduates to registration. and would recommend that the privileges of the University, under the Act of Confedera-
tion, be specially urged in relation to this matter.

Farther,"your Committee would recommend that it be suggested to the Board of Governors to obtain the
opinion of Counsel as to the rights and privileges of the University under the Act of Confederation, on a case to

be stated, with reference to entrance and final examinations and the value of degrees in Law and Medicine.

(Signed,) J. Wu. DAWSON,

Chairman.
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EXTRACTS from the Report of a Committee on Recent Regulations respecting Professional
Examinations, presented to the Corporation of McGill Uaiversity, January 27th,
1887, and adopted by that body.

N eV W S 2

The points which appear to your Committee most important in relation to the interests of the University, and
of the higher Protestant Schools, are the following :—

1. That it is just and expedient that in the case of Protestant candidates for examination for entrance into
professional studies, the Courses of Study prescribed by the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public In-
struction, for the highest grade of the Academies and those of the Protestant Universities for Matriculation, should
be fully recognized as valid and sufficient.

2. That in the case of those who have taken the Degree in Arts of the Universities, this Degree should be
recognised as qualifying to enter on professional study without further examination. In all other countries
possessing Universities this privilege is given, and it is obviously expedient, as inducing candidates to pursue a
thorough preparatory education. It is also submitted in this connection that the Course of Study in Arts in the
Protestant Universities is in every respect adequate, and is equal to that given in other countries, and to which
such privileges are there granted.

3. That with reference to the entrance on professional practice, the Protestant Universities have a right to
claim, (1,) That their Royal Charters shall be respected, as giving them the right to determine the Courses of Study
adequate for professional as well as other degrees. (2,) That under the Confederation Act they can claim the
continuance of all educational “ rights and privileges,” possessed by them before Confederation (3.) That it is
especially unjust that powers bearing on the educational rights of Protestants should be handed over to professional
councils, of which a majority must be Roman Catholics, and the whole may be so.

.

Your Committee would therefore recommend that the above statements be forwarded to the Protestant Com-
mittee of the Council of Public Instruction, through its Sub-Committee, and that it be requested to take such steps
in the premises as may seem best fitted to secure the rights of Protestant education with reference to professional
study, whether in Law or Medicine or in other professions.

Your Committee would farther ask the attention of the Corporation to the proposals of the Medical Council,
intended to be submitted to the Legislature at its next meeting, to withdraw the present rights of Medical
Graduates to registration. and would recommend that the privileges of the University, under the Act of Confedera-
tion, be specially urged in relation to this matter.

Farther, your Committee would recommend that it be suggested to the Board of Governors to obtain the
opinion of Counsel as to the rights and privileges of the University under the Act of Confederation, on a case to
be stated, with reference to entrance and final examinations and the value of degrees in Law and Medicine.

(Signed,) J. Wa. DAWSON,

Chatrman.
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@o the Lon'ble. the Legislative Jssembly of the fravince of Queber,
in Parliament assembled :

The Petition of the Undersigned representing the MOGILL

UNIVERSITY, humbly sheweth:

as maintained in this Province Courses of Study, based on the
methods of the Universities of Great Britain, not only in the Faculty of Arts, but in the Faculties of Law,

Medicine and Applied Science, and that these Courses of Study are equal in value to those in other countries,
and that their practical benetits are evidenced by the high positions taken by the Graduates of the University

in public-and professional life.

That for many years this University h

That at the time of Confederation this University, in common with other Chartered Universities,
the continuance of which was guaranteed fo it by the Union Act, in
constituted by Royal Charter, for the purpose of providing the higher
ially of the Protestant minorit§™in this Province.

possessed certain rights and privileges,
its capacity of a Protestant University,
education for Her Majesty’s subjects, more espec

-

That by several Acts of the Provincial Legislature these rights and privileges have been from time to
time diminished or curtailed, and that it is believed that in the present Session other measures are to be

introduced having this tendency.
Your Petitioners would refer more especially to the following :—

Under the Bar Act of last Session of the Legislatare, the powers of the Universities, relating to

students, relating to the Course of Study in Law, and relating to the privileges

Matriculation or admission of
sferred to the Council of

possessed by Graduates with reference to the term of apprenticeship, have been tran
the Bar, a body of which a majority of the members are me tefaith, and which has already
instituted Regulations not consistent with educational methods of the ProtestantAninority, which have been
al experience in the mother country, and have feen carefully adapted to the

approved by long and benefici
wants and circumstances of this Province. ‘

Under the Medical Act several restrictions have been placed on the Examinations of the University,
and it is publicly stated that a bill is now being prepared .by the Collége of Physictans, the effect of which
will be to impose an examination for entrance on the study of th¢/profession not suited to our system of
instruction, and to subject our Graduates to an examination befofe examiners appointed by the College of
Physicians, in a manner not in force before Confederation.

That your Petitioners, believing that such enactmentgare and will be hurtful to the professional and
educational interests of the Protestant minority of this Profince, and are also in violation of the guarantees
given at Confederation, humbly pray that they may bg’ repealed, and that similar legislation be not enter-
tained in future.

Your Petitioners would farther represent thit, since in the Province of Quebec the system of Protestant
education, administered by the Protestant Commjttee of the Council of Public Instruction, is essentially dis-
tinct in its methods and aims from that of the pfajority,since farther the Primary Education of the Universities
and Normal School, and the Secondary Edugation of the Academies and High Schools, are entirely separate
and distinet, and were so before Confedgrition, these facts should be acknowledged as guaranteed to the
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Protestant minority, and that their rights in such respects should not be diminished or alterations permitted,
without the consent of the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction. '

Your Petitioners would therefore claim,

That it is just and expedient, and necessary to the due maintenance of Protestant education as guaran-
teed by the Union Act, that in the case of Protestant candidates for examination for entrance into professional
studies, the Courses of Study prescribed by the Protestant Committee of the Council of Public Instruction, for
the highest grade of the Academies, and those of the Protestant Universities for Matriculation, should be fully
recognized as valid and sufficient.

That in the case of those who have taken the Degree in Arts of the Universities, this Degree should be
recognized as qualifying to enter on professional study without further examination. In all other countries
possessing Universities, this privilege is given, and it is obviously expedient, as inducing candidates to pursue
a thorough and liberal education. It is also submitted in this connection that the Course of Study in Arts in
the Protestant Universities is in every respect adequate, and is equal to that given in other countries, and to
which such privileges are there granted.

That with reference to the entrance on professional practice, the Protestant Universities have a right to
claim, (1), That their Royal Charters shall be respected, as giving them the right to determine the Courses of
Study adequate for professional as well as other degrees. (2), That under the Confederation Act they can
claim the continuance of all educational “rights and privileges” possessed by them before Confederation.
(3), That it is especially unjust that powers bearing on the educational rights of Protestants should be handed
over to professional councils, of which a majority must/{)e Roman Catholics, and=tHrerwrolenay-he-so.

Your Petitioners would therefore humbly pray for such relief in the premises as to your Honourable
House may seem just and reasonable, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c.
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