HARMONY BETWEEN GENESIS AND GEOLOGY.

Ir the visional theory of reconciling the Mosaic
and Geological Cosmogonies is to be accepted,
some modifications in the views of harmonists,
as usually propounded, ought to be admitted. We
will propose a modification which we think is
more in accordance with the text, and with the
requirements of geological facts, than the usual
exposition.

The elements of a vision must be composed of
the material of preceding thought —of ideas pre-
viously in ‘the mind." Henee no idea that had
not been conceived of in a waking state by the
seer, could enter into the composition of his
vision.

Now, the multitudinous life in tke primeval
sea is implied in the statement that the life-
giving Spirit “brooded over the waters.” It is
likewise implied in the statement that ¢ there
was light” before the first day. This life in the
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waters, however —in twilight, or mingled light
and dark —had no connection with the future
man. And as it was not an object of vision,
no idea of it could exist in a human mind, and
hence it would form no part of the panorama
which passed before the mind of the seer. The
whole paleozoic life - period, therefore, ought to
be excluded from the vision, and from the first
day-period of the Creation.

Then, in the first chapter of Genesis, the first
day begins, not at the beginning of the second
verse, but in the middle of the fourth. This divi-
sion, as we shall see, both the phraseology and
the sense of the text require. Then the brood-
ing of the life-begetting Spirit and the creation
of light, in the paleozoic age, will be excluded
from the day - periods, and thrown back to a
point indefinitely anterior to the first day. Life
in the vision will then properly begin with ¢he
Jirst visible life, that is, with the vegetation which
formed the prominent aspect of the carboniferous
series, the first product of creation that is eco-
nomically connected with man.

Upon a reconsideration of the subject, I think
the learned will accept this construction. There
are plain reasons for beginning the first day-
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period at the middle of the fourth verse: among
others the following :

1. The preceding words, “God saw the light
that it was good,” indicate in the usual way the
end of a period; a period signalized by the crea-
tion of light, before the division of Uight and dark-
ness —a division 8y which the Jirst day was pro-
duced, and before which day did not exist.

2. The day- periods are composed of evening
and morning, or a division of light and darkness,
which, however, did not exist until after the
process which begins at the middle of the fourth
verse. And when the division had been made —
n0t before—the light is called “day.” To extend
the first day-period, therefore, further back than
the middle of the fourth verse, would be to give
it a place before the act of God, which consti-
tuted it, had been put forth.

3. By this arrangement, which a correct appre-
hension of the visional theory and of the text
both require, a better harmony is produced than
a reasoning Christian or an unreasonable skeptic
would expect. All life, animal and vegetable,
indicated by the brooding of the Spirit, and the
existence of light in the paleozoic age, is placed

anterior to the firsh day — where the date of
%
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Moses begins. This dim past furnishes a field
without well defined limits, where the transcend-
ental reason may revel amid the first obscure
indication that there is a God. And the develop-
ment of creative emergy through the subsequent
revealed periods of the earth’s progress comes
into such harmony with the deductions of science
as will be more satisfactory —perhaps a little sur-
prising —to the merely scientific enquirer. A
harmony which can be accounted for in no way if
the divine guidance in the vision of Moses is
rejected, except by supposing that accurate geo-
logical knowledge not only existed in Egypt, but
that it was developed by the same induction
of facts which forms the basis of the science
in our own time
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