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The Sign of Jonab.

I

By the Rev. CHARLES HARRIS, M.A,, F.R.G.S.,
St. Lawrence, Thanet.

THERE is a very striking suggested explanation
of the story of Jonah which no one has yet
mentioned in these columns, and which appears
to me to be worthy not only of consideration, but
of careful investigation on the part of those whose
attainments fit them for the task. If proved
tenable, it would certainly clear away some
difficulties. It comes to us from the side of
‘Archeology, and I believe owes its origin to
Mme. Zénaide A. Ragozin, to whom it was
suggested by a passage in Lenormant’s Legende de
Semiramis. Briefly, it stands as follows :—

1. We learn from the Assyriologist that the
Assyrian word for ‘Nineveh’ and the Assyrian
word for ‘fish’ are almost identical ; the former
being NiNUa, the latter NUNU.

2. The archaic form of the written name
¢ Nineveh’ in cuneiform is obviously hieroglyphic,
and plainly represents the outline of a fish,
surrounded by lines which may indicate a tank
or enclosure, thus—

-
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Nineveh is, therefore, the great Fish City ; and
. possibly the origin of the name and figure may be
referred, in some connexion more Or less remote,
to the Babylonian Ea-Oannes, the ancient fish-god
who was believed to have given mankind the
earliest instruction in the arts and sciences, and
to the later Canaanitish fish-god Dagon, and
fish-goddess Derketo. Here is a question which
would repay a thorough and scientific inquiry.
The solution of the story which is now offered,
however, amounts to this : that the fish which
swallowed Jonah was none other than Nineveh,
the great fish-city itself ; out of the depths of which
place, menaced on all sides by physical peril, and
overwhelmed by the crime and wickedness around

him, he uttered the cry for deliverance so poetically
expressed in chap. ii. ~We have then, on this

assumption, a story in the form of an Oriental
parable, with a kernel of actual historical truth,
encumbered with certain foreign additions re-
sulting from long tradition and repetition, whether
oral or written ; the scribes in the latter case being
presumably ignorant of the real history which lay
at the root. This may account for the introduction
of the incidents in chap. i, which would seem
necessary to scribes of a later age (to whom the
name NINUA would carry no etymological mean-
ing), in order to account for Jonah’s being found
in the belly of a fish—an incongruity which must
have struck men even in those days. Such is the
suggested solution, and it would be a great thing
to have it either confirmed or disproved by
thorough and competent research.

II.

By Sir J. W. DAWsON, EMEE TR SRR S &
Montreal.

In the August number of THE EXPOSITORY
Tivmes, I observe a reference to the apparent
severance between criticism and ‘ common sense,’
illustrated, among other things, by letters sent to
the editor of ZVe Biblical World by ¢ American’
(meaning, I suppose, United States) scholars, in
answer to a question respecting our Lordisiae-
ference to Jonah in Matthew xii. 4o.

Has it occurred to these scholars to inquire as
to the sense in which Jesus understood the story
of Jonah, on the supposition that the passage is
genuine, and that He believed He was referring to
a real event, or one so regarded by His audience?

He must have supposed either that Jonah’s case
was one of mere suspended animation, and there-
fore natural, or He must have regarded the
prophet’s deliverance as wholly miraculous.

He could scarcely have cited it in the former

sense, though such a view might be physiologically

possible, for in that case He would have justified
the assertion of those who afterwards held that He
was not dead when placed in Joseph’s tomb. If,
on the other hand, He regarded the prophet’s
escape as miraculous, it was surely a much less
miracle than His own resurrection, for Jonah was
not crucified nor transfixed with a spear, nor
reported on as dead by a Roman officer. Still
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more, Jonah had not ventured to predict his own
wonderful adventure before it occurred. Had he
done so, the Sadducees, who seem to have viewed
his story as historical, would have condemned him
as a fraudulent pretender just as they condemned
Jesus. Vet Christians are supposed to believe in
the resurrection of Christ, ¢If Christ be not
risen, then is our faith vain.’

It seems plain, therefore, that if the ‘eminent
scholars’ reject the story of Jonah, they must
a fortiori deny the more incredible pretensions of
Jesus of Nazareth. But they may plead that the
statement in Matthew xii. 40 is wrongly attributed
to Christ. Matthew, however, who, when at the
receipt of custom, was no doubt familiar with
many such evasions, will not let them escape in
this way. His reference to the repentance of the
Ninevites, especially when coupled with that to the
Queen of Sheba, implies quite as certainly the his-
torical truth of Jonah as does His reference to the
three days. It is true that a preacher may cite as
illustrations fictitious or allegorical personages, but
he must not cite them as analogical evidence.
Let him try this before an audience of unbelievers,
and he will find them muttering: ¢ That proves
nothing, the thing never happened.” Is it any
wonder that in such circumstances ordinary men
believe that, as you put it, they must ‘make their
choice between the critics and Christ?’ The
Sadducees logically rejected Jesus as a pretentious
impostor.  Yet it would seem that in so far as the
case of Jonah is concerned, they were nearer to the
kingdom of heaven than the ‘eminent scholars’
of to-day. What can plain men do when our
religious guides deny so many statements of
alleged facts to which Christ commits Himself?
In still another sense this is the case. There is
something pathetic in the appeal of Jesus. He
understands how remarkable was the conversion of
the Ninevites by the preaching of a wandering
dervish like Jonah, and contrasts this with the
manner in which ¢ His own’ received Him not.
He realises the long and painful journey of the
Queen of Sheba from South Arabia, and contrasts
it with the conduct of men who at first derided
His heavenly wisdom ; and when they found His
doctrine making way among the people, conspired

to murder Him. Our ‘eminent scholars’ are
insensible to this pathos, and treat Jesus still
more scurvily, for they coolly sit in judgment on
Him as to whether or not He understood what He
was speaking about.

The truth is, that neither the common
people nor those of scientific habits of thought
can find any standing-room on the gossamer
wires on which critical rope-dancers attempt
to balance themselves. I have in my long
pilgrimage had much experience of the modes
of thought, both of the people at large and of
advanced scientific thinkers, and I know this to
be the case. The critics may do little harm to
believers, because they have an evidence within,
even the Spirit of God; but they will win no
converts, and will drive many to unbelief. I
know with what scornful loathing scientific minds
reject the attempts to reunite the higher criticism
with Christianity. They know that if they believe
the one they must reject the other; and the
hard-headed working man is exactly of the same
mind.

Still, truth must prevail even though the heavens
should fall. But what is the truth? In so far as
the Book of Jonah is concerned, it is a simple,
straightforward story, evidently written in a spirit
of humility and self-abnegation, and with honesty
of purpose. Irrespective of the miracle or
providential interventicn which it records, it is
natural and probable, and it fits in with the con-
temporary history of Israel and Assyria so far
as known. It is replete with high moral and
spiritual teaching, and, like Luke’s narrative of St.
Paul’s voyage, throws much precious light on the
life and habits of the time. It seems probable
that the critical maw will have to disgorge Jonah,
and that he will live to preach to successive
generations of men, albeit of more culture and
more logical minds than those of our day, after
the memory of his detractors has perished.

As I do not take in Zhe Biblical World, per-
haps you will kindly ask its editor to add the
above to the answers he has received, not as that
of an ‘eminent scholar,” but of a humble student
of nature and of man, and of the Bible as the one
and indivisible ‘Word of God.’
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Birth of 1880 at Métis, Que.

The Thanksgiving meeting in the Métis
Manse on the first day of the new year
was well attended. After religious exer-
cises in connection with the occasion, the
pastor gave a sketch of the voyages of
Jacques Curtier, the discoverer of old
Qanada. He stated that the young peo-
ple uunder his charge had given to the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund the am-
ouns raised by them during the past year
—$4.43. Rewards for proticiency in
Scripture His ory were presented to fifteen
young persons. A Thanksgiving collec-
tion in aid of the Fund just mentioned
was taken up. Ths blessiug was then pro-
nounced, after which all present met at
the invitation of the pastor in the exbibi-
ti0n part of the Manse. Tais had a very
gay appearance. On the walls were dis-
played the flags of thirty different nations,
of which those of Liberia, Greece, Ecua-
dor, and Uraguay were quite new. There
was also a large number of chromos and
engravings. Among the latter were sev-
eral scenes in the present Zulu and Afghan

_ wars which, of course, attracted a good

deal of attention. The engraving of
Ward’s picture of ‘‘ The Sleep of the Mar-
quis of Argyle,”—one of the ancestors of
our Governor-General—juss before his
execution, which took place by beheading
on the 27th of May, 1661—was also
viewed with great interest. On the tables
was an abundance of specimens of ladies’
work, and of carving in wood by young
men. There were also a few curiosities,
one of which was a Bible printed in 1641.
In the centre of the principal room was
an imitation statue of Jacques Cartier, by
the pastor—a copy of the statue by Ro-

chet. It represents the famous sailor .

standing. His right hand rests on his
waist, and his left on two maps which are
lying on a coil of rope. Behind him is
an anchor. There were in all 48 exhibi-
tors, several of whom were French Cana-
dians. To each one a beautiful souvenir
of the occasion was presented. Refresh-
ments. were then distributed among the
friends present. Hitherto, such things
were prepared by the pastor’s mother—
now in her 80sh year. Cn this occasion
she was utterly unabletodoanythingin that
way, owing to a long and very severe ill-
ness from which she has not yet fully re-
covered. A few friends, however, who
wished this feature to continue, came for-
ward with an abundant supply. After
singing ‘‘God Save the Queen,” the meet-
ing—to use an expressive Scotch word—
“‘skailed.”

Among the visitors was the priest who

, examined with considerable interest the
' things exhibited.

The exhibition was kept open a week.
During that time it was seen by a large

/ number, not a few of whom were French

Oanadians. Sometimes the language was
that of la belle France.—Com. A
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League attractive to ‘young Dpeople we
do not sometim-s, unwittingly perhaps,
decorate with poison ivy.

Because a tableau iy peautiful, a comic
recitation amusing, a certain entertain-
ment “taking,” we must not forget to
inquire : “Are they wholesome ? Is
there any poison here ?”

Many half-informed people confound
beauty with goodness, saying because
God is author of all beauty, therefore
all things beautiful are wholesome and
usable.

Think a moment. God has made no
more beautiful vine than the poison ivy
when the autumn frosts have tinged its
shining leaves with rainbow colours, but
he has also made it poison. Ignorance
of its poisonous chara-ter does not pre-
vent you from "being poisoned by it.
‘Igpgrance of the insidious poison in
some ways of attracting young people

Wwill, not prevent their being harmed.

Not long since a member of a sister
evahgelical church, a lady active in the
auxiliary of the Young Men’s Christian
Association and other philanthropic so-
cieties, gave a party at her home. We
met her eagerly searching for brandied
candies to serve with the refreshments,
because “everybody likes them so, and
I want them to have a good time.”
Wasn’t she decorating with poison ivy ?

In the year’s work that is before us,
shall we not, dear fe'low workers of the

Fpwort frey that our
“ attractjdHee 11 'do our
young fqlk g a¥m all the

of poison

What Stamps the (Gentleman.
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among the more technical matter, there are lively and interesting
accounts of men and manners, and of the hardships of foreign
travels. It is in the accounts of Germany that we find most that
interests us, for of France and Italy of last century we lnow
already much from many writers. Yet Burney adds to our know-
ledge even of these. It is pleasant to read how at Bologna in
1770 he met “with Monsieur Mozart and his son, the little
German, whose premature and almost supernatural talents,” he
writes, “astonished us in London a few years ago, when he had
scarce quitted his infant state.” The account that he gives of
the games, as he calls them, that he witnessed at Figline almost
surpasses all that we hear of the Passion plays of Ammergau.
In the great square of this small town, in the valley of the
Arno, the story of David and Goliath was represented by
7,500 peasants, who had been three months in training. ¢The
two armies of the Israelites and Philistines met, marching to the
sound of ancient instruments, They were all dressed all’ antica,
even to the common men ; the kings, princes, and generals on boti
sides were sumptuously clad, and all on horseback, as were several
hundreds of the troops.” There are advances and retreats, speeches
are made, Goliath’s head is apparently cut off, a pitched battle is
fought, and “David is brought in triumph at the head of the
prisoners and spoils, mounted on a superb chariot.” At Vicenza
Dr. Burney saw a procession of boys, headed by a priest, passing
along the streets, and singing very well as they went, ¢ They
were,” he writes, “a kind of religious press-gang, who seize all
other hoys they can find in their way to the Cathedral, in order
to be catechized.” At Naples, in the opera-house, he sawin a
pantomimic dance ¢ the humours of Vauxhall Gardens taken off.
There were introduced Quakers and sailors.” Vauxhall must, in
Burney’s time, have had almost a European reputation; for on the
Boulevard of Paris he saw “ the new Vauxhall, as they call it, but
it is no more like ours,” he adds, with patriotic pride, ¢ than the
Emperor of China’s palace.” In Naples the chief performer on the
violin, when he came to visit Burney, carried in his own hands
his instrument through the streets. On this he remarks:— In
TItaly the leader of the first opera in the world carries the instru-
ment of his fame and fortune about him with as much pride as a
soldier does his sword or musquet; while in England the in-
dignities he would receive from the populace would soon impress
his mind with shame for himself and fear for his instrument.”
Our author does not fall into the common faults of travellers, who
either go through Europe grumbling at everything, or else are for
ever exclaiming with Sterne, # They order this matter better in
France.,” Ifin London no respect was shown for a fiddle, at all
events life and limbs were more highly valued than anywhere
abroad. When towards the end of his tour he arrived at
Potsdam he writes:—“I could not help observing that foot-
passengers were here, as well as in every other city of Europe,
except London, exposed to accidents from being mixed with
horses and carriages, as well as from the insolence and brutality
of their drivers, for want of a foot-path. Perhaps England is the
only country, at present, where the common people are sufliciently
respected for their lives and limbs to be thought worth preserving.”
Again and again does he long for all the conveniences of English
travelling—the good roads, the easy carriages, the comfortable
inns, and the civil landlords. Nowhere did he suffer more than
in Germany. His journey from Munich to Vienna down the
Iser and the Danube, and onwards from Vienna through Prague
and Dresden to Berlin, required the fortitude rather of a soldier
than of a middle-aged musician. From Munich he started on a
large raft of fir-trees. There were many other passengers for
whom a booth had been built. e, however, at a charge of four
florins had a little cabin made for himself:—¢“ It was of green
boards, which exuded as much turpentine as would have vanquished
all the aromaties of Arabia.,” He suffered at first from heat, and
then from cold rains and winds. The inns in the villages where
they moored for the night were so miserable that he was forced to
sleep in his hut, though it let in the rain and the wind. He
nearly perished from cold. The stock of food that he had
laid in was spoilt before he reached the journey’s end, and
fresh supplies were scarcely to be had. There was little but
the blackest and sourest bread. To add to kLis misery, when
at last he arrived at Vienna he was plagued by ‘“a remark-
ably ‘troublesome Custom-house examination.” AIll his books
were taken from him, though they were merely musical or
geographical, and were detained for a fortnight. He was told
that  if a single book had been found in his saec de nuit, its whole
contents would have been forfeited.”

In his journey from Vienna to Berlin he met with still greater
hardships, being exposed in an open post-wagon to all the in-
clemency of the weather. ‘I did not meet,” he says, “with a
chaise or carriage of any kind that had a top or covering to
protect passengers from heat, cold, wind, or rain in my whole
journey ; and so violent are the Joltq, and so hard are the seats of
German post-wagons, that a man is rather kicked than carried
from one place to another.” Iiverywhere he suffered from extor-
tionate and insolent postmasters, bad horses, bad inns, worse
provisions, and the importunity of numberless beggars. The great
Frederick had increased the general misery by his wars. Dr.
Burney travelled through a famine and plague-stricken country.
¢ The half-starved people, just recovered from malignant fevers,
little less contagious than the plague, occasioned by bad food and
no food at all, offered the most melancholy spectacle I ever
beheld.” Dresden he found almost in ruins from the bombardment
which it had suffered. ¢It is now,” he wrote, ““ only a dwelling

for beggary, theft, and wretchedness.” Not a boat of any kind,
whether for business or pleasure, could be seen on the Elbe. The
traffic up the river was interrupted by some commercial disputes
with Austria ; and down it by the King of Prussia’s fortress at
Magdeburg. One curious custom he found still kept up. The
gates of the city were always shut during divine service. He was
told that at the time of the Reformation the people had
been unwilling to attend the Reformed services, and that they
had thus been shut in to stop them from wandering in the fields at
sermon-time. He made a most melancholy entry into Berlin.
His driver lost his way early in the night when at no great dis-
tance from the town, and landed him in a bog. There they stuck
for seven hours in an open carriage, with a cold and furious north
wind blowing and rain heavily falling. In the most forlorn con-
dition he arrived at the town-gate, where fresh misery awaited
him. He was first detained three-quarters of an hour before he
was taken to the custom-house like a criminal, with a soldier in
his carriage to guard him, who carried his musket on his shoulder
and his bayonet fixed. Iere he was kept in the yard more than
two hours in his wet clothes, shivering with cold. At the gates
of Potsdam he had to submit to a still stricter examination—the
most minute and curious which he had ever experienced in his
travels. ¢ It could not,” he continues,” ¢ be more rigorous at the
postern of a town besieged.” How delightful did he find the
change when he passed from the territories of these German
despots to the free city of Hamburg, where his baggage was not
looked at and nothing more than his name was asked! He de-
lighted, too, in seeing ¢ the streets crowded with people who seem
occupied with their own concerns. There is,” he adds, ¢ an air of
cheerfulness, industry, plenty, and liberty in the inhabitants of
this place seldom to be seen in other parts of Germany.” Amster-
dam he entered with still greater tranquillity, not a single ques-
tion being asked about either himself or his baggage. There,
too, “ was all the appearance of a brisk commerce and an
affluent people.” When we read the histories of great kings
and great conquerors, such as Frederick the (reat, we are no-
where told of the daily miseries that they caused by their
foolish and petty regulations. We hear much of the wisdom of
the measures they adopted to extend commerce, but we are not
reminded of the far greater wisdom of those who, like the citizens
of Hamburg and Amsterdam, let travellers freely come and go
unquestioned and unvexed.

EXIT—THE MUD MAJOR.

IT is with profound regret that we have to chronicle the ap-
proaching decease of the Mud Major in the fifth year of his
age. Indeed, before these lines are before the public the fatal
edict may have gone forth and he may be nothing but a name.
Although he could not hope to escape the common lot of humanity,
yet the untimely end of one so young is calculated to excite our
sympathy and to call forth a few melancholy and appropriate re-
flections. His career was indeed a chequered and a fitful one.
His origin was peculiar, his lineage uncertain, and his future still
more so. He appears to have sprung, fully armed and equipped,
from the brain of one of those omniscient civil legislators who by
the provisions of our sacred Constitution are supposed to be sud-
denly imbued with all manner of military knowledge and perfectly
qualified to administer our army, although they may never have
devoted a single moment of their inmocent and blameless lives to
the study of a single military question. The surprise excited by
the sudden appearance of the new warrior was quickly followed
by speculation as to what were to be his dnties and functions. The
regiment could already boast of four mounted officers on parade
the colonel, two majors, and the adjutant—and to ask for more
would, to the old school at any rate, have savoured of heresy. But
it presently appeared that on regimental parades he was not to
be mounted—at least not much, only in fact as an exception and
in the absence of the legitimate field officers. Otherwise he
was to remain a centurion, marching on foot as before and having
men under bim; in other words, he remained to all intents and
purposes a captain. Of what use, then, were his new rank and
his new title ? The answer must be sought for in one of those
beautiful intricacies of our military system known only to the
initiated, and not understanded of the common people. On all
duties not of a regimental nature, such as those of field officer of
the day in a garrison town, or indeed” where he was brought into
any contact with officers of other regiments, he blossomed out in
all his glory as a major, and there was none to gainsay him. So
warvellous and inscrutable a combination of the major and the
captain, so happy a union between the mounted and dismounted,
demanded some distinctive appellation, some enduring title that
would hand down to posterity a lasting memento of the legislative
ability that had called it into existence. The service has ever
shown itself able and willing to meet a demand of this nature,
and

Apt alliteration’s artful aid

having been invoked, he received the euphonious name of
Mud Major. He was now launched into existence, but his path
was from the first beset with perils and pitfalls. A word of
explanation is here necessary for the civilian reader, who must
understand that the institution of the most exalted order of the Mud
Major amounted to nothing less than the immediate promotion of
the two senior captains inevery battalionin the army. It was held
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by the field officers of the older persuasion that these newcomers
had not yet earned and were not yet ripe for such advancement,
which was therefore calculated in an eminent degree to impair the
dignity and majesty of the hitherto sacred rank of major. The
newcomer was open to objection on the score of want of weight,
and the record may be taken in its dual and twofold sense.
Physically and corporeally he was not up to the standard of
solidity and portliness with which the custom of war in like cases
had from time immemorial invested the rank of major. It used
to be an old saying in the service that one major was equivalent
—in the fleshly sense of the term—to two subalterns, and it is
said that there was once seen the spectacle of two slim and
youthful subs, indulging after a guest night at mess in an ex-
hilarating waltz, both clasped in the waist-belt of one gallant
field officer. In the social and moral sense of the term he
was also weighed in the balance and found wanting. He had
not yet arrived at those years of discretion which were indis-
pensably necessary for the due and proper fulfilment of his
new and arduous duties. e was not yet emancipated from
the social lusts that war against the warrior. He was tied and
bound by the fascinations of picnics, balls, parties, lawn-tennis, and
bread-and-butter misses. These things militated against the
proper performance of his duties, which were too often discharged
in a more or less perfunctory manner. Notably was this the case
with regard to the mess—that mainstay of the British officer, an
institution which is declared by no less an authority than the
Queen’s Regulations to be of the utmost imnortance. The major
of the past, though not perhaps actually president of the mess
committee, was nevertheless always present both in body and
mind, always noting shortcomings, and keeping things generally
up to the mark. Not so the Mud Major. IHe was not yet old
enough and experienced enough to grasp the full importance of
this branch of his profession. When the solemn hour for mess
had struck more than five minutes ago, long after the last notes
of the bugle had died away, he would enter the mess-room in
anything but the gastronomical and reverential frame of mind
that the occasion demanded. Fresh from the ride, the lawn-tennis
ground, or the cricket just concluded, he was looking forward
with cheerful anticipation to the ball or party to come. The soup
might be cold and the wine hot, but he cared for none of these
things, and treated them with an indifference melancholy to con-
template. He was occasionally allowed, in virtue of his new rank,
to tell off the prisoners at the orderly-room; but his decisions were
not always as those of Solomon, nor was the colonel invariably of
opinion that a second Daniel had come to judgment. His spurs
formed a necessary but withal most embarrassing portion of his
equipment. On certain occasions it behoved him to wear these useful
and murderous appendages, and on certain occasions it did not. The
exact line of demarcation was found difficult to draw, and some
bright genius suggested at length that a compromise might be
effected by which he was always to wear one, thus getting rid of the
difficulty in an effective and masterly manner. The suggestion,
however, does not appear to have found favour with the authori-
ties, doubtless on the ground that it savoured of levity. From
spurs to horses is but a step, and here again the Mud Major did
not always figure to advantage. A grateful country had placed
him in a position which demanded that he should provide him-
self with one of these noble and useful animals ; while the oppor-
tunities afforded him for appearing mounted, on duty, were
decidedly few. It was hardly to be wondered at, then, that the
purchaser frequently studied economy as much as appearance, and
that consequently his charger was not invariably of that sym-
metrical shape and fiery nature which we are accustomed to see
in picture-books and illustrated papers. Under all these depress-
ing circumstances, it is hardly a matter of astonishment that his
career has not been of a nature to justify its continuance, and that
he is doomed. We would willingly have allowed him to draw
his last breath in peace, but the interests of the service must
override such considerations. There can be but little doubt, as
we have already remarled, that the dear departed has exercised
an unfortunate influence in the army, and has weakened the
authority and prestige of field rank. His successors will have to
wall circumspectly and discreetly if they wish to restore them.
Let us now turn to other matters for a moment. Considering
the brief span of life youchsafed unto the deceased, we may safely
call his departure the end of the beginning. But is it not possible
that it may also be the beginning of the end of some of our
precious military reforms?- We all remember the flourish of
trumpets with which the system known as ¢ deferred pay” was
ushered in. A new and glorious era had dawned for Thomas
Atkins, No longer was he to be turned out into a cold and heart-
less world without a penny in his pocket. No; in future, when
his time came to turn his breechloader into a pruning-hook, he
was to have handed to him a goodly sum of money, averaging
about 15/ or 20l., which had been accumulating at the rate of
2d. per diem during his period of service. Armed with this sum,
it was thought that he might obtain for himself a partnership,
or a comfortable situation, or a wife—always supposing he did not
possess one or more of the commodity in question in various
parts of the world. Thus he would have every opportunity for
re-entering civil life in an honourable and respectable manner, and
would live happily ever afterwards. Such was the beautiful and
beneficent theory propounded. Unfortunately in practice Private
Thomas Atkins did none of these things. As a rule he went to
the nearest public-house and got exceedingly drunk, a line of con-
duct highly reprehensible in itself and conducive to the rapid dis-

appearance of his deferred pay. Having thus in every sense of
the word taken out his twopence and given them unto the host,
he departed into civil life, doubtless a sadder, but not a much
wiser, man, Therefore has it, with all confidence, been ordered
that deferred pay should cease; accordingly it too has departed,
and we have seen the last of a “ reform ” that has cost the country
thousands, without a single return or result of any kind to show
for it. Speaking as taxpayers ourselves, we think it is earnestly
to be wished that our civilian army reformers would confine their
energy to the officer and leave the soldier alone. It comes so
much cheaper. We know that, whatever may happen, no one
will raise the officer’s pay, or even suggest such a thing. When,
therefore, the official mind is boiling and bubbling with the
desire to reform something or somebody, when, in fact, it
becomes necessary to show that work of some kind is being
done, then we would respectfully suggest that it will be found
much more economical, and quite as beneficial to the nation,
if the oflicer, not the private, be made the subject. A change of
uniform or even of facings, the institution of a new rank which
involves the purchase of a horse, saddle, and all the coneomitant
gear—any of these confer inestimable benefit on trade, and do
not cost the country one penny, inasmuch as the long-suffering
officer has to pay for them himself. We hope, in our capacity as.
taxpayers, that future army reforms will be in the direction we
have indicated. The last attempt has not, as we have shown,
been very successful, but others may be more happy. There may
be possibly something inherently antagonistic in the ranks of’
captain and major which prevents their assimilation, and has thus
caused the failure and premature decease of the Mud Major. But.
the resources of official ingenuity are boundless, and we shall
doubtless be soon favoured with some other novelty equally
startling-and possibly more successful. Whether it be a mixture
of a lieutenant and a major-general, or a cross between a surgeon.
and a quartermaster, we shall await its appearance with respectful
curiosity and follow its course with unflagging interest.

THE RELIGION OF SOUTHERN ITALY.

IT is difficult to form a clear conception of the religious life of”
the Neapolitans, and still more difficult to write about it. It
is easy either to idealize or to ridicule it; to ascribe to the
worshipners before the bedizened shrines feelings that they do not
possess, and to credit them with virtues they but rarely display,
though they may certainly be shown to be the logical con-
sequences of their creed, or, on the other hand, to close one’s eyes
to all the real emotion that the festival evokes, and to fix them
only on the grotesque form in which it is expressed. Both con-
ceptions are equally false. ILike most of us, the lazzaroni of
Naples rarely live up to the blue china which is brought forth on
great occasions, The woman who kneels sobbing before the altar
to-day, or who dedicates her choicest possession to Sant’ Antonio
may very likely be found haggling for greens to-morrow in a way
that is hardly honest, and using the names of the saints in a
manner that denotes anything rather than devotion. But is it not
so with us all ?  Let us then be mild in the judgment we pro-
nounce on the devout Neapolitans; in such a case mercy is only
Jjustice in disguise. ¢ 4
It cannot be denied, however, that many of the forms in which
the relizious aspirations of the poorer Neapolitans are expressed
do appear strange and even absurd to the foreigner. The greater
his own respect for the Roman Catholic Church is, the stronger
his aversion to them is likely to be. To the freethinker they may
appear only an amusing comic show ; to the heliever they savour
not only of superstition, but of blasphemy. Thoughts which he
is accustomed to keep hidden in his inmost heart, memories which,
when he can recall them, bring quiet to his soul, are here paraded
in rough and even vulgar symbols with noise and clamour through
public places. The ways of the South Italians certainly are not
our ways, and it requires a long acquaintance with them to enable
us to perceive how much simple piety exists among them, and
how fondiy it clings to the local usages which shock us as irreverent
tesque.
am’i‘l%;ORo&xan Catholic Church is all things to.all men., For the
highly refined it has the writings of Cardinal Newman, the
pictares of Raphael, and the music of Mozart and Beethoven ;
for those of a coarser intellectual fibre it has the ranting monk,
the highly coloured wooden doll, with its cheap and gaudy finery,
and the tunes that seem to have been the booty of a pious raid upon
the music-halls, though the present Pope has done much to dis-
courage the use of frivolous music in the phux’ches. It appeals to
the taste of all classes, because it is not its object to educate the
taste, and the works that move us most deeply often make no
impression upon those whose. intellect gnd whose senses are
equally untrained. Goethe said that miraculous powers had
never been attributed to a great work of art, and those who
have seen the paintings and images to which an extraordinary
potency is ascribed will rarely credit them with any great ssthe--
tic merit. The colours in the South Italian churches chiefly
frequented by the poor are too glaring to please a Northern eye.
It is only natural that their brightness should make a different
impression upon those whose lives are passed in dusky slums and
squalid hovels. It isthe same with the processions made in honour
of a local saint. The most serious stranger can hardly refrain
from a smile at many of their incidents, and yet if he looks.
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round, he sees that the cheeks of the old women who lmeel beside
him are wet with tears. i

Tt seems almost impossible to deseribe such things truly with-
out appearing irreverent, and yet they cannot be passed over in
silence by any one who desires either to form or to give an
accurate picture of any phase of the lower society of Naples. The
church is the centre of the whole life of the lazzaroni. Not only
are its precepts the only law which they consider morally bind-
ing, but its festivals are their holidays and times of union. It is
on such occasions that courtships are begun or brought to a happy
conclusion, that old friendsare brought together and old misunder-
standings cleared up; that neighbours who have been separated
meet once more, and scattered families again unite. Besides this,
the whole arrangements for the festival are usually to so large an
extent in the hands of laymen, that its humours must be regarded
as an expression rather of the character of the people than the
teaching of their priests. DMoreover, misrepresentations of such
scenes by foreigners who have been prevented, either by their
ignorance or their prejudices, from understanding their true mean-
ing have been so common that it can hardly be considered either
unnecessary or indiscreet to dwell upon them.

TIn some of the churches to which those in ill health repair it is
customary for the suppliants to suspend an image of the foot, the
hand, or whatever part of the body is diseased, to the side of the
shrine. This practice is not confined to Italy. Kvery reader of
Heine must remember the use he malkes of it in his Pilgrimage to
Kevlar. - Such a grotesque assortment of wax or metal deformi-
ties looks strange enough to those who see it for the first time to
excite a more or less intelligent curiosity ; but when such a visitor
rushes to the conclusion that certain forms of heathen worship
still survive in Southern Italy, he shows more imagination than
judgment and a greater knowledge of pagan than of modern Roman
Catholic customs.

Tt is hardly possible to convince some persons that the Italians
are not in the habit of inflicting corporal punishment on their
saints whenever matters do not go as smoothly with them as
might be desired. IEven Hegel seems to sanction this tradition,
though, if we remember rightly, he attributed a Spanish origin to
the young lady who burnt a candle before her private Madonna for
every new lover who paid his court to her, and, as with her de-
creasing charms they fell away one by one, put out the accus-
tomed light, until, when the last had vanished and was
.spent, she felt that no resource was left to her except to give her
saint a good whipping. It is impossible to say what a young
lady will not do, especially such a young lady, and it would be
necessary to examine every South Italian upon oath in order to
be able to say with absolute certainty that nothing of the kind
had ever occurred. But the condition of mind that it would
imply is so incongruous with all we know about them that it
would require the most conclusive proof to convince us that such
an event ever happened. On the other hand, it is easy enough to
explain the way in which the story arose. Local jealousy is
stronger in Italy than almost anywhere else, and the likes and
dislikes which village entertains for village and township for
township may often be shown to have lasted for centuries. Thus
the antipathy between Ravello and Amalfi probably dates from
the time when they were independent Republics, whose alliance
was sought by Genoa and Pisa. Now that all their power and
glory have passed away so long that hardly a memory of it would
Temain but for the churches, the ruins, and the learned tourist, the
old hostility remains as fresh as ever, and so does the affection
between Ravello and Maiori, a small town on the sea-shore. The
inhabitants of the two last-named places attend each other’s
festivals, and intermarriages between them are by no means un-
common. The girl from Ravello who accepted a husband in
Amalfi would not be likely to have a good time of it, at least at
first. But such things happen rarely, if ever.

These hostile villages, as they can no longer meet in the open
field with sword and spear, as they quld often like to do, are all
the more ready to pelt each other with unsavoury words and
stories, One township is denounced as stupid, another as super-
stitious, and a third as being more clever than wise. Hence it is
not unlikely that a stranger coasting along the shore may be told
that in such or such a place the villagers gave their patron saint a
whipping, instead of the obligatory tireworks, on his anniversary,
but he will not be well advised if he repeats the tale in the
hamlet itself, as it is there more likely to be considered an insult
than a jest. ~Many Italians are ready to assert that their neigh-
bours beat their favourite saints, but hitherto we have been unable
to find a single one who was present at such an operation, and it
is always spoken of as a sign of over-sharpness or stupidity.

Another story that has gained some currency in England has a
‘somewhat better foundation. It issaid that in hours of danger
the fishermen throw an image of the Madonna, which is attached
to the boat by a string, overboard, in order that she may save
them in her effort to save herself, Now, it seems to be true that
“in some villages of Calabria and Sicily the fishermen do take an
image of their patron saint—who is very rarely the Madonna—
with them, and if a sudden storm arises, they bind it to the prow
-of the boat, not in order to frighten the saint, but that he may
lead them safely to the port. Such an act must be regarded as a
:sign of confidence rather than irreverence.

1t is true that the Italians indulge in exceedingly bad language
when excited, and that on such occasions they do not spare their
:saints ; but this habit is more common i Central than in
Southern Italy, the men of Lucca being said to excel all others in

blasphemy. The habit is, of course, reprehensible; but the
single expressions must not be taken too seriously. They are
the traditional ornaments of discourse, conventional flourishes of
rhetoric, which merely denote that the speaker intends to rise to
a higher and more impassioned style. The good people of Lucca
do not desire to inflict any injury on their saints, any more than
the Englishman who malkes use of the word by which we used chiefly
to be known abroad seriously intends to consign his own person to
a hopeless doom. 'When the Neapolitans indulge in original and
spontaneous cursing, they are sometimes very racy as well as im-
proper. The following story is told among the foreign residents
of Naples. One of them when boating saw a man engaged in
driving a pile. The sun was hot and the work was hard; so
after a time the labourer paused, and fixing his eyes on the stake
before him with the greatest malignity, he exclaimed, ¢ Accursed
be the mother of the kid that did not eat you up when you were
a sapling!” There is something Neapolitan about the incident,
but perhaps it savours too strongly of American humour to deserve
entire credence.

But cursing of this kind, it is clear, cannot be a part of any re-
ligion ; it is in itself a rebellion against religion, and does not there-
fore properly speaking belong to our subject. The ceremonies and
usages to which reference has been made are of an entirely dif-
ferent character, and those who spread extravagant stories about
them seem to forget under how strict a discipline the Roman
Catholic Church is placed. Nothing can be done without the
sanction of the parish priest, and an enlightened self-interest, even
if he had no higher motive, would compel him to interdict many of
the practices that are said to be common; for it stands to reason
that worshippers who began by beating their saint would not be
unlikely to conclude by beating their parson. The lower clergy
of Southern Ttaly are not highly educated, but they stand under
the control of a hierarchy which cannot be accused of a want of
either tact or culture, and so such excesses as those of the
Salvation Army are impossible. DMuch allowance is made for
popular feeling, and much respect is shown for local usages.
Many things that seem to us grotesque are not only permitted but
sanctioned ; but, however flagrantly the rules of good taste may be
broken, the moral law and the teaching ofthe Church are strenuously
enforced.

SLAVERY IN FIJI-THE OTHER SIDE.

N the 19th of June we published an article on slavery in Fiji,
which “drew a gloomy picture of the present state of the
islands, attributing this state, partly at least, to two causes—the
enforcement of the very objectionable custom of lala, or Fijian corvée,
and the arrangements for taxpaying, which render it difficult for
natives to dispose of their labour as they please. We need
hardly say that no statements of such a kind would be published
in the Saturday Review unless they came through channels believed
to be trustworthy ; and it is almost equally unnecessary, but may
perhaps be as well, to add that it is impossible for any one in
England to ascertain for himself the absolute truth as to matters
at such a distance. There is, however, one advantage in making
public allegations of the kind—provided that they do not take the
form of personal attacks on individuals—the advantage that, if
they are mistaken or insufficient, they are pretty sure to attract
official or semi-official contradiction and explanation, and that
between the two the truth is pretty certain to be made clear.

‘We have received in this case from Sir Arthur Gordon a long
and energetic, though very temperately worded, letter of protest—
the more important passages of which, especially Sir Arthur’s
account of the institutions and practices incriminated, we purpose
giving here 4n extenso and verbaiim, the whole being in any case too
long for publication, even if it were not the unalterable and well
proved rule of this Review not to admit correspondence as such.
In the first place, Sir Arthur disputes the complexion put by the
writer of the article on the institution of lala. ** Lala’ is defined
by the writer as the right possessed by the chiefs to collect in-
discriminate taxes at their own will, and for their own uses.) It
is mothing of the sort. What its real nature is, I will proceed
briefly to describe. It is, I presume, almost unnecessary for me to
observe by way of preface, that the organization of Fijian society
is communal, that many interests are shared in common by each
family of a village, and that action with regard to such interests
is usually collective, and not individual. *Lala’is that custom
which regulates the employment of communal labour for com-
munal purposes. With a single exception, ‘lala’ relates to the
supply of labour alone, and confers no claim whatever to the ex-
action of contributions of property, animate or inanimate ; nor does
it relate to individuals. A single man cannot, separately from others,
be subjected to ¢ lala,’ for which his labour can only be required when
called ‘out together with the whole available strength of the village.
By ancient custom, and by the provisions of Regulation No. 4 of
1877, the use of ¢lala’ is restricted to the following purposes:—
House-building, planting gardens, road-making, turtle-fishing, and
the supply of food to strangers visiting the village; this last case
being the one exception, to which I have before relerred, to the
rule that labour alonme can be called for. In this instance, of
course, provisions are contributed, and no return expected for
them. The object of the custom is obvious—that of lightening
at the expense of the community what would otherwise be a
heavy burden on a single individual. In all other cases it is
enacted (also in accordance with traditional usage) that any one
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receiving the benefit of the ¢lala’ must provide food or payment
for those working on his behalf. One of the commonest uses of
¢lala’ is for house-building. The house of one of the villagers is
in decay, or a young man is about to marry, and a new house is
wanted for the new family. In either case it is clear that, if the
householder has to cut the necessary wood and build the house
by his own unaided efforts, he cannot do so either so expeditiously
or in so satisfactory a manner as if help from a large number of
other men is aflorded him in bhis work. He, therefore, goes to
the town chief and asks for a ¢lala.” The town chief has himself
no power to order one; but he consults his elders, and, if the
case deserves consideration, applies to the Buli of the district,
who fixes a suitable day or days for the work. One party
puts up the woodwork, another provides thatch, another reed-
ing for the walls, and the house is speedily completed. The
man assisted himself provides food for the workers, and, of
course, when, in its turn, a ‘lala’ is ordered for rebuilding
the house of one of those who has assisted him, he takes
his part in it. There are obvious differences between them; but,
on the whole, the ‘lala’ more nearly resembles an American
¢ bee’ than a corvée of forced labour for a feudal superior. The
house of the ordinary Fijian is usually a very good one. That it
is s0, is entirely due to the ¢lala,” which gives to all in turn the
help of the whole community. That such gatherings should be
under the regulation of the chief native authorities of the district
is only natural, and is indeed necessary, to avoid confusion. The
chief “can also, no doubt, order a ‘lala’ for the rebuilding of his
own house, or to aid him in any of the other objects for which
“lala’ can legally be required ; but it is far more frequently exer-
cised for the benefit of the commune than for that of the chief
individually. There is, moreover, one important difference be-
tween ‘lala’ work done for a chief and other ‘lala.’ By the
same Regulation, No 4 of 1877, to which I have before referred,
the ¢lala’ due to a chief may be, at any time, commuted for a
money payment, and when once such commutation has been ac-
cepted, the right surrendered cannot be resumed; the Regulation
expressly enacting that, in such case, ¢ the people and their children
are for ever free’ from any obligation to do ‘lala’ work for the
chief again, although not from the obligation to assist each other
in the manner I have above described. It is, therefore, not the
case that ‘lala’ now exists ¢ without restrictions,” or that by means
of it ¢ whatever the chief wants, in town or country, he gets, and
his people have to pay.’”

Sir Arthur next proceeds to deal with the allegation that the
property of the natives ¢ may be and generally is seized by the
chief,” admitting that such abuses may oceur or have occurred,
but urging that if they ever occur they are contrary to custom and
law both, and when detected would be at once punished, both de-
tection and punishment being made easy by the fact that each
Roko Tui, or superior chief, has by his side a Kuropean magis-
trate. As to the statements respecting the actual condition of the
natives, Sir Arthur disbelieves them. But here we have to point

svhereas the statements, whether true or false, on which the article
‘on “ Slavery in Fiji” were based, were, unless our information is
\deceptive, fresh and at first hand. But Sir Arthur’s speech
g, A ¥ 3 e

ifor the defence again acquires importance when he deals with the
‘question of the labour system, and its connexion with taxation.
4 Shortly, the case as to the existing labour laws stands thus.
here is absolutely no restriction on the engagement of labourers
resident in the same district as their employer, and the word
¢ district’ is interpreted very liberally. But, for reasons which it
would take too long a time here to explain, planters prefer, and
always have preferred, when possible, to draw their supply of
labour from other islands and from distant districts. Where en-
gagements of this nature are entered into, the engagement is
limited to a year's duration, and the departing labourer has to
show, before he leaves his own district, that he is not already
under engagement to some employer in that district ;—that he is
not liable to appear as an accused party, or a witness in any pend-
ing judicial inquiry ;—and that, if married, he has made arrange-
ments to prevent his wife and family from becoming a burden on
the community which he is about to leave. . Iew will assert these
precautions to be superfluous or exaggerated, but I readily admit
that they are lilely to diminish the number of labourers recruited
for service at a distance from their homes, for it was precisely
those who had a quarrel with a local employer, who had reason
to wish to evade appearance before a magistrate, or whose
homes were embittered by domestic dissensivn, who were least
unwilling to engage for long periods in another island. Strange
as it may app.ar to some, it is, nevertheless, the case that
the Ifjian is much as other men are. If he has to work at
all, he prefers doing so according to his own will and con-
venience, for his own benefit and that of his village, with
his family and friends about him, to hard and regular work on
a distant plantation, among savages from the New Ilebrides
and Solomon Islands, whom he despises. The extreme desire to
get away from home, and the fields he partly owns, which he is
supposed to entertain, is a myth, and the tale of the villager offer-
ing four pounds in money to the chief to be allowed to go to work
in another island is one which will hardly be listened to, except
with amusement, in I'iji. No; if the chiet received money at all,
it was from another quarter. I have kunown a minor chief dis-
missed for taking bribes from a planter to induce men to engage,
and I have heard that the planter deducted the sums in question

N out that he has been for some considerable time absent from Fiji ;
x\»«' 4

advanced for their benefit. Can it be that this is the same case ?
In such and no other sense can money be said to be paid to. ehiefs
by labourers. It may be ohserved, however, that, if the chief can
really take the money of all other men, when and as he ehooses,
as has been before alleged, the imagined bargain in this case is a
curiously inconsistent and unnecessary transaction.”

Then, after hinting with some fulness that anxiety for cheap
labour rather than philanthropy is at the bottom of at least
some complaints as to the present system, Sir Arthur goes on:—

T have neither time nor space, now and here, to enter into an
explanation of the system of native taxation. The causes which
led to its adoption, the objects it was intended to effect, and
the practical working of the scheme, are all set forth in detail,
and at considerable length, in the Journal of the Colonial Institute
for 1879.

“T will only notice the statement that, ‘if the native were free
to work for wages as he pleased, and could pay his share of the
tax in money, he might be considered a free man ; but the Govern-
ment of Fiji wills it otherwise. The tax must be paid in produce.
Tt is untrue that produce must be paid in all cases, for the tax of
all those engaged in labour on estates is paid in money. They
receive money-wages, and there is no reason why they should
not pay in money. But to exact a money payment from the:
natives of the interior, who, while they often possess much pro-
perty, seldom possess coin, or the means of converting such
property, rapidly and at a fair value, into coin, would be an in--
tolerable hardship; and the old poll-tax, to which the writer
would revert, was in fact an engine of the most grinding tyranny,
the memory of which is hateful to the whole Fijian race, and the
intolerable oppression of which led to the institution of the-
present system.

¢ For more than twenty years I have striven, however feebly, to:
protect the rights and interests of native populations under my-
rule from being sacrificed to the wants and convenience of a stronger
race: I have paid the penalty for doing so, ungrudgingly, though
it has cost me not only an easily-gained popularity, but other
things more prized. Nor have I underrated the odds against the
causes I have espoused, or at any time felt oversanguine of per—
manent success. But I confess that to see one’s work caricatured,
and held up to condemnation, not by local scribblers, but by such
a journal as the Saturday Review—to find one’s action and motives.
misunderstood and misrepresented by men who, if they only knew
the whole facts of the case, would be among the warmest sup-
porters of the policy adopted and maintained by successive
Governors of Fiji—does indeed induce a new sense of discourage-
ment which is not far distant from despair.”

In these last words Sir Arthur, whose public services no
one is likely to undervalue, takes things too seriously. In the
first place, a moment’s reflection will show him that no reason-
able person can possibly hold him responsible, except in the most
indirect fashion, for the present state of a colony with which he
has for several years had nothing to do. And, in the second, any
impartial reader of the article to which he takes exception will
see that, even if its facts be correct, the system established by Sir
Arthur is not necessarily condemned, but only its working as at;
present administered. Again, we think that any one reading the
accounts of lale which Sir Arthur himself gives will see that it
is an institution at least liable to abuse, if not actually abused.
Moreover, it must in the same way be clear that the payment of
taxes in kind (which again Sir Arthur does not deny as a partial,
though he does deny it as a universal, fact) may also be abused,
though both it and the lala, if carefully supervised by thoroughly
competent administrators, might be excellent instruments of
government. The question, therefore, resolves itself very much
into one of fact as to the present condition of Fiji and its
government—a condition, we repeat, for which we do not con-
sider that Sir Arthar is otherwise than remotely responsible, and
with which in the former article we certainly had no intention of
charging him. At any rate, we have been enabled to put both
sides, always reserving of course the point as to correctness of
statements of fact, which, as readers of the dropping corre-
spondence on the subject which has appeared for some months in
the Z¢mes will easily perceive, is in a very unsettled condition.

A4 RUN OF LUCK.

THE new sporting drama, A Run of Luck, by Messrs, Henry
Pettitt and Augustus Harris, produced at Drury Lane on
Saturday, possesses all the characteristics of its predecessors and is
not likely to enjoy less popularity. With novel and ingenious
effects, thrilling situations, a succession of exciting incidents, and
a magnificent spectacular display, success at Drury Lane seems
assured. The playgoer who recalls the first timid essays of
realistic enterprise, the real horns, real cabs, and the like, ma); well
feel bewildered by the marvels of invention and mechanical skill
now presented at Drury Lane. The distance seems almost
immeasurable between the most audacious scenic effects in Flying
Secud and Formosa, and such tableaux as the meet of fox-hounds
and the race for the Goodwood Cup in 4 Run of Luck. Mr;
Harris has certainly illustrated his dramatic creed with unflinching
conviction. That creed was expressed in an article that dealt Witﬁ
popular melodrama and the ¢ legitimate™ drama. *The success-
ful drama,” Mr. Harris wrote, “ must be realistic, for to be realistic
is to be true to nature, and to be matural is to be artistic.”

from the men’s wages, on the plea that the money had heen | The successful drama,in a word, not only must be artistic, but
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that we find pottery and implements of bronze or stone m tumuli
or cairns that have never been disturbed. And we can understand
that covered or inverted cinerary urns may contain what are
unmistakably the ashes of the cremated corpse. But now and
again it has been possible to identify the skeletons of adults and
the skeletons of children. Such preservation much be very much a
question of soil. The land of Egypt, where the earth is moto-
riously almost as dry and as pure as the air, has been found to
be the surest custodian of everything its inhabitants committed to
it. The most ancient and most interesting piece of wrought iron
in the world was exhumed from one of the pyramids, and is
now in the British Museum. While, owing to the interfusion
of acids, the driest and best-drained limestone has been found
anything but favourable to the conservation of metals. It would
appear that antiquarians are greatly indebted to the sterility of
rainy Scotland, and occasionally to the antiseptic qualities of its
peat bogs. Nothing, for example, is more curious than Dr.
‘Anderson’s analysis of some objects dug up from a cairn at
Qollessie, in Fifeshire. Among the fragments of bone, burned
perfectly white, he had no difficulty in detecting portions of a
human skull and spine. But among these charred bones was a
thin and tapering blade of bronze, with the holes for the rivets
which had attached it to the handle. On the surface of the
bronze were dark-coloured patches, which attracted his attention.
These were carefully and scientifically manipulated, and then sub-
mitted to the microscope, when the dark patches resolved them-
selves into wood and cow-hair; and so it is assumed that the
sword-blade had escaped the fire, and that the sheath had been of
wood covered over with cowhide.

Of course where only objects of stone or bronze have been
discovered there can be little or no doubt as to the date of the
deposit. But, according to Dr. Anderson, there are other and
invariable characteristics which are so constant as to become
typical, and are consequently equally conclusive. Chief among
these is the peculiarity of the forms of decoration. ¢ The dis-
¢inctive ornamentation of the Iron Age was a system of curvilinear
decoration—the curves not being parts of circles—the distinctive
ornamentation of the Bronze age is a system of rectilinear
decoration, associated with occasional circles or parts of circles.”
‘What is more remarkable is, that ¢ the distinctive ornamenta-
#ion of the Bronze age is associated with a very remarkable de-
welopment of sepulchral pottery,” which is conspicuously absent
from the later deposits of the Iron age, so that the art of the
potter would seem to have retrogressed. Occasionally the antiquary
is puzzled as to the probable uses of the articles disinterred. Cer-
tain carved objects in stone, with holes for fastenings, which have
wery much the appearance of starched shirt-cuffs, are supposed to
have served as wrist-guards. This may be all the more likely,
that the bronze shields disentombed are far lighter than the later
Highland targes. They appear to have been thrown out in the

“hand, in place of being passed over the arm, and must have been

inefficient for parrying heavy blows. There is no absolute uni-
formity in the general appearances of these burials of the Bronze
age. But all are characterized by the presence of the §W0rd blade
or of some other weapon or implement in bronze. While the cists,
svhether in the artificial mounds or in natural hillocks, are either
small or large, according as they were meant to contain ashes or the
unconsumed body. And the forms of the funereal urns have been
classified in four distinct varieties. But whether weapons or tools,
Dr. Anderson remarks that all ¢ have this characteristic in common,
that they are always well made, substantial, and purpose like.”
That they were made in Scotland, and not imported, is clear
from the fact that they are mow and then to be found lying
upon the very moulds in which they were cast. It is noteworthy,
too, with the elaborate and artistic gold-work that it is all of
nearly equal finish and merit, whether dug upin the remote islands
and counties of the north or in the richer districts near the English
border. Yet ages afterwards the Scotch Highlands were peopled
by savages, while the Lowland districts were fairly prosperous and
civilized. We have referred chiefly to the weapons, which were
naturally laid in the grave with the warrior who wielded them.
But Dr. Anderson goes into interesting detail as to the stone tools,
which appear to have been generally discovered by accident while
the land was being broken up or the bogs reclaimed. There are
two kinds of axes, perforate and imperforate, the imperforate being
much the more common. They are wrought out of all sorts of
material—granite, gneiss, porphyry, basalt, and sandstone. = They
vary greatly in size, but all have a shaft-hole ; some are sharpened
and either single- or double-edged, while others have both the
edges blunted. A great variety of stone hammers has been dug
up, some of the specimens being elaborately decorated ; while we
are let into the secrets of their careful polishing by the occasional
discovery of grinding-stones which have seen no little service.
Comparing the shapes of these axes of stone with those of our
modern axes of iron, Dr. Anderson comes unhesitatingly to the
conclusion that the one is as much a product of thought and
culture as the other. 'With them, as with the weapons, ¢ we find
the workmanship of the best examples faultless, the polish perfect,
and the edge as regular and finely drawn from the face of the
jnstrument as it is possible to male it with the aid of machinery
and scientific appliances.”

Perhaps one of the most interesting of the chapters is that on
the Circles and “ Standing Stones ” for which Scotland is famous.
These circles and clusters of upright slabs are to be found every-
where, from the sources of the Aryan immigration from Central
Asia to the seaward heaths of Celtic Brittany and the islands of

the Orkneys. Antiquarians have broached any number of ingenious
theories on the subject. But Dr. Anderson proves by positive
research that all the circles or clusters of stones in Scotland were
places of interment, although sometimes there was cineration and
sometimes there was not. And all these burials have been
associated, as in the cairns, with implements of bronze or with the
decorated funeral urns. The burials of unburned bodies are by
far the most common. The subterraneous phenomena are always
nearly similar; the differences are in the forms of the overground
monuments, which is'a matter comparatively indifferent to the
investigator. The most impressive memorial of the pagan past is
the Standing Stones of Stennis in the Orkneys, which Scott has
immortalized in his Pirate. There the diameter of the area is
366 feet, though only thirteen stones are now standing in the
circle, which may originally have consisted of sixty. Ten are
lying prostrate, among the shattered fragments of thirteen others.
The tallest of those still standing is fourteen feet in height. The
curious ¢ Many Stanes” at Clyth, in Caithness, resembles rather
the brolen battalions of upright blocks in grey granite which kave
attracted so many strangers to Carnac in Brittany. The stones
at Clyth are for the most part small, and they are distributed in
two-and-twenty rows, averaging about a hundred and fifty feet in
length. The origin of these may be fair subject for speculation to
such theorists as have suggested that Carnac was an open-air
temple for serpent-worship, for in the marshalled battalions of the
stones at Clyth no traces have been found of any interment.

BOOKS UPON BOOKS.*

HEN a book is written about other books and is not critical

it is bibliographical, at least, or mothing. Many books
profess criticism, but have it not; and many profess bibliography,
and are written by men who do not know signatures from catch-
words, and have no eye for style or date. Of such were the
credulous people who so long upheld the genuineness of the Oxford
St. Jerome ; and of such are unfortunately but too many writers
of the present day. To succeed as a bibliographer a man must,
besides a matural power of distinguishing, have an eye which
comes to the worl as a correct ear comes to the study of music;
but he mast also have a wide education, must know all the dead
and most of the living languages; he must be enough of an artist
to recognize an artist’s touch ; he must have an extensive know-
ledge of all kinds of books in different libraries ; and, above all,
bis memory must be unerring. With these qualifications he may
begin to learn watermarks, founts of type, lines in a page, and all
the mysteries of early printing, paper-making, and hinding. These
are but the preliminaries of bibliography, and wmust be acquired
apart altogether from any literary or critical study of books. If
they can afterwards be combined, well and good; but at the
beginning they are independent. The man who, like Hill
Burton, can write pleasantly about old hooks is not to be
trusted for scientific bibliography ; and Dibdin, with his igno-
rance of things in general and his wretched style, is often after
all a safer guide. But Oldys and Davies, who could combine
knowledge and easy writing, published very little that will interest
the bookworm. Cotton and Maitland are too dry, and hardly up
to the latest lights. A hook like the late Mr. Hemry Stevens’s
Recollections of Mr. James Lenox, though it gives us little or no
bibliographical instruction, is certainly well calculated to show
us how to acquire it, and is very entertaining besides, as is so
often the case when a writer is willing to tell stories against
himself. Mr. Lenox was a book-collector in’ New York, a man of
wealth, but without knowledge or experience. Ie fell into the
hands of an experienced but, then at least, needy book-dealer, the
same who details his recollections of Mr. Lenox in the present
volume, Mr. Stevens gives a little autobiography of himself on
the title-page, and, as he only died last year, we may confine our
notice of his career to the information there atforded. He came
from Vermont, was a bibliographer and lover of old books, a Fellow
of the Society of Antiquaries and of the Geographical and Zoolo-
gical Societies, “ Black Balled Athenseum Club of London” (sic),
and traded in books relating to America and other works of inte-
rest to the collector. ' His death took place too recently to
allow of any estimate of his place in literature and biblio-
graphy ; but many readers have missed the warm letters he wrote
to literary papers on the subjects he had made his own, and
particularly a form of controversy for which no name appears
in books on rhetoric, but which may be briefly indicated by the
mere mention of ¢ parallel columns.” With this competent
antiquary as his agent here Mr. Lenox soon found his library
growing in value and extent; and when he died in 1880, and left
the whole collection to the city of New York, his name was re-
cognized as that of a public benefactor. ¢ This was the man,”
says Mr. Stevens enthusiastically, “ with whom I had the gbod

* Recollections of Mr. James Lenoz, of New York, and the Formation of
his Library. By Henry Stevens, of Vermont. London: Stevens & Son.
1886.

The Literature of Egypt and the Soudan, from the Ecrliest Times to the
Year 1883 inclusive. By H.H. Prince Ibrahim-Hilmy. Vol, I. London :
Triibner & Co. 1886.

A Bibliography of Printing. With Notes and Illustrations. Compiled
by E. C. Bigmore and C. W. H. Wyman. Vol. III.,, T—Z inclusive.
London : Quaritch. 1886.

The Gentleman’s Magazine Library. Edited by G. L. Gomme, F.S.A.
Archaology. Part I London: Stock. 1886.
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stands forth as an inventor. His Madonna is not the Queen of
Heayen, but a gracious type of earthly motherhood. She- sits
nursing her child, intent solely upon her maternal cares. Strong
and massive in figure, she sesms to show how life is handed on
through the generations. It would appear that Civitali paused on
the threshold of his undertaking and caught the primary idea
suggested by his model. That 1dea was so striking, so satisfying
to his mind, that he was absorbed in the endeavour to give it full
expression, and he contented himself with refining the process of
the natural life,

After reading all that M. Yriarte hasto say, the fact remains
that Civitali was not g great man, though he certainly exercises
an exceptional influence, and demands a special recognition.
Those who have mnot seen his works at Lucca may have felt the
attraction of his bas-relief, an allegorical figure of Faith, in the
Bargello of Florence. Those who would recall him more clearly
to their minds may see some fragments of his work in the South

- Kensington Museum, notably an exquisite frieze from a tomb, and
a tabernacle which probably formed part of an altar in the
Cathedral of Lucca. More doubtful in its attribution is a statue
of the Virgin lmeeling in prayer (No. 7559 in the same collection),
which M. Yriarte assigns to Civitali on the ground that the form
of the cap is peculiar to his work. However that may be, the
worlk does not bear the traces of his careful finish, and must have
formed part of some large group which was destined to be seen
at a distance.

Though Civitali was not a great man, he was a consummate
workman, and summed up all the distinetive traits of a period
when art was simple and didactic. He took current compositions
and gave them a mnew grace; he adopted current motives and
endowed them with a subtle charm, If he has not a clear place
in the history of art, his works have a distinction, a virtue of
their own. Those who have once seen them will wish to recall
them and linger over their memories and recall their intimate
suggestiveness. In this process M. Yriarte’s pleasant volume will
give them welcome help.

SAMUEL ADAMS.*

NONE of the leaders of the American Revolution exercised a

stronger influence on the course of events during the years
that immediately preceded the War of Independence than Samuel
Adams, the foremost man of the Boston town-meeting. For Boston
town-meeting directed the action of Massachusetts, and Massachu-
setts led the rest of the colonies. At every stage in the gradual
growth of estrangement and separation his power of managing his
fellow-townsmen gave him a decisive voice, and up to the date of
the Declaration of Independence his career is virtually the history
of the birth of the American mation. Mr. Hosmer brings out
clearly and forcibly the importance of each successive step by which
his fellow-countrymen led Adams to demand complete separation.
It was owing to him more than to any other that they turned
away from the idea of a grant of Parliamentary representation; he
suggested the non-importation scheme, and he first, and as early
as 1769, publicly hinted at independence as the probable conse-
quence of the existing difficulties with Great Britain. The papers
he drew up as clerk of the Assembly of Massachusetts formulated
the demands of the malcontents, and his constant letters to the
newspapers guided and stimulated public opinion. Some bond of
union between the widely scattered members of the patriot party
was, he saw, absolutely necessary, and in spite of the coldness of
his colleagues, who sneered a} the scheme, he originated and
organized the Boston Committee of Correspondence, which was
immediately imitated by other towns, and gave new strength to
the spirit of resistance. In the destruction of the tea cargoes his
influence was evidently dominant; he led the ¢ tea-party,” and
appears to have given the signal for the riot. As delegate to the
first Congress, he vehemently opposed the adoption of a policy of
concession, and was believed by the Tories to manage the  faction ”
both at Philadelphia and in New England, Mr. Hosmer’s ac-
count of these and other transactions is written with remarkable
fairness and moderation. However strongly he disagrees with
the part taken by any of the advocates of the claims of England,
he looks at their proceedings from their own standpoint, and his
estimates of Francis Bernard and Hutchinson are just and gene-
rous. One of the best-written passages in his book is a sym-
pathetic record of the expatriation of.the Boston Tories, men
who, with the exception of ¢ their one great mistake,” were,
he says, “not at all inferior in worth of every kind to those
who drove them forth.” Nor is his fairness less conspicuous in
his treatment of the character and conduct of Adams himself
and of the other leaders of the Democratic party. Self-denying,
incorruptible, and persevering as Adams was, he was by no means
an altogether heroic character. That he was “ the narrowest of
Puritans ” was probably as much his misfortune as his fault. A
more serious charge against him is that he was not a man of
honour, that, as we read here in words that certainly do not err
on the side of severity, “ he could employ upon occasion a certain
fox-like shrewdness, which did not always scrutinize the means
over narrowly, while he pushed on for the great end.” His com-
plicity in the affair of the Hutchinson Letters is beyond doubt,
and Mr. Hosmer, who justly condemns that disreputable trans-

* American Statesmen—Samuel Adams.
fessor in Washington University, ‘St. Louis, Mo.
Douglas. 1886.

By James K. Hosmer, Pro-
Edinburgh : David

action, does not attempt to palliate his guilt. After the outhrealk
of the war, Adams’s career becomes of less importance, and is wisely
treated at no greatlength, A consummate manager of men, he was
perhaps scarcely a statesman. His true sphere was the town-meet-
ing, and what are aptly called here “ his town-meeting ideas” un-
fitted him to take a statesmanlike view of the necessities of a
national Constitution. Mr. Hosmer’s wearisome insistence on the
identity between the New England town-meeting and the Anglo-
Saxon foll-mote, as he chooses to write it, comes of a blind follow-
ing of Professor Freeman. With what the Professor has or has not
said or written about such matters we have nothing to do here, As,
however, the subject fills several pages of the volume before us,,
we may remark that the folkmoot was to some extent composed
of representatives, and that therefore the town-meeting, which
is a primary assembly, is not a reproduction of it. The town-
meeting is the gathering of the men of a township ; it represents
an ancient institution which still exists here in the venerable form
of the parish vestry. With the exception of the repetition of some
rather bombastic references to this assembly, of a slicht tendency
to diffuseness, and of an ugly habit of introducing all quotations
with “ Says Hutchinson,” or whoever the ‘spealer or writer may
be, we find nothing but good to say of Mr. Hosmer’s work. It is
a careful and well-considered account of a man who played a fore-
most part in the struggle for American independence, and to
whom, whatever his failings were, his fellow-countrymen are:
largely indebted. :

SCOTLAND IN PAGAN TIMES.

“ ICOTLAND IN PAGAN TIMES” completes a series of
lectures on Scottish Archeology, delivered by Dr. Anderson
in connexion with the Scottish Society of Antiquaries. As it
treats of the ages of Bronze and Stone, it is more specially intended
for antiquaries; nevertheless, it contains a great deal that is of
general and popular interest. Necessarily the lecturer has to
grope his way to his conclusions by dim and uncertain lights.
But his conclusions are candidly argued out and scientifically
demonstrated, so far as he carries them, by evidence that is
tolerably convincing. Those who are unfamiliar with his subject
will be surprised to learn how rich Scotland still is in the relics
of the Pagan age. Much indeed must have been destroyed in the:
course of modern improvement. Cairns covering places of
sepulture have been levelled ; sepulchral urns have been shattered
by the plough ; circles of “ standing stones ” have been demolished
and carted away to be utilized for farm buildings and fences. But
much and more than enough remains to give all reasonable
materials for the construction of theories which have great
inherent probability to recommend them ; while there are patent
facts which there is no gainsaying. Dr. Anderson has conducted
his careful researches on a strictly scientific method. He has gone
working backwards from what is comparatively certain to the
doubtful. His present volume completesa series of four. Of these,
the first was devoted to * The Remains of the Early Christian
Church ? ; the second dealt with Christian Celtic monuments and
metal-work, not necessarily ecclesiastical; while the third em-
braced the relics of the Age of Iron, Perhaps in some respects.
the volume hefore us is the most sensational and exciting. It
offers more opportunity for shrewd and ingenious speculation,
while at the same time it throws unsuspected light on some of
the conditions of what may be called prehistoric society and
civilization, For civilized these communities must have been to a.
certain extent, as Dr. Anderson has no difficulty in demonstrating.
Most of the remains he has investigated are connected with the
disposal of their dead; but when the bhones or funeral urns were
occasionally deposited in subterranean chambers, it is clear that
the living must have housed themselves in substantial stone
dwellings. They did not burrow in the earth like badgers, or
content themselves with huts or wigwams hastily run up. They
were not only skilful potters and capable workmen in stone and
bronze, but they appreciated elegance in art and showed consider-
able delicacy of execution. Their patience must have been
exemplary ; for the careful finish and polish they often gave to
weapons that were shaped from the most uncompromising materials
must have cost them infinite hand-labour. Moreover, turning over
the pages of the boolk, and examining the numerous illustrations,
which, by the way, are admirably executed, we are struck by thé
graceful forms of many of the pots or vases. In some instances
though not very frequently, there are well-shaped handles; while
almost invariably the urns are embellished with lines or’ﬁgures
which are characteristic of the period. These barbarians 7 had
no iron, but they must have possessed gold in tolerable abundance :
and many of the rings, necklets, diadems, and curiously-wrought’;
flexible bracelets might be taken as suggestions for design at the
present day, when it is the fashion to seek for models in the
remote antique. It is evident that on the death of a prince or
chief all that he most prized while on earth was interred with him.
From which Dr. Anderson naturally infers that these people had
a pious regard for their dead, which they evinced by the exercise
of the virtue of self-sacrifice, and that they were bound together
by the affectionate ties of family, ~We are struck again by what
we should have presumed to be the perishable nature of some of
the relies that have been discovered. Itis no matter of surprise

* The Bronzeand Stone Ages. By Joseph Anderson, LL.D., Keeper of
the National Museum of the Antiquaries of Scotland. Edinburgh: David
Douglas. 1886.
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== QUESTIONS OF THE DAY =

OPPONENTS OF CHRISTIANITY.*

By Sir WiLLiaM DAwsoN, PRESIDENT oF MaeILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL.

The history of Christianity has been that
of a warfare, a struggle, and though Chris-
tians may at the present time be exposed
to less of actual persecution than at some
former periods, they meet with quite as
much of opposition. The prince of this
world is by no means disposed as yet to
abdicate, though he seems to have a
lively conviction that his time is short,
Some of our opponents are very old.
Others are new or in new forms. Of the
latter, perhaps the most formidable at
present are materialistic and agnostic evo-
lution and destructive historical criticism

of the Bible. I use the qualifying a
jectives because among the multiform ¢
often contradicted theories grouped un
the name evolution there are some t.
are harmless or respectable, and there is
fair and legitimate criticism to which the
books of the Bible, Jike other books, may
be subjected.

It is a favorite ruse de guerre with writ-
ers and speakers against Christianity to
represent that these oppositions are due
tomodern science, meaning thereby physi-
cal and natural science; and that all or
nearly all scientific men disbelieve Chris-

* The substance of an address delivered at the rooms of the Y. M. C. A. of Toronto, Sunday even-
ing, Sept. 1st, 1889, during the sessions of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
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should not be wiueu with—tnere veing
f‘a time when God mayest be found,”
implies a time when our prayers will not
reach Him. ¢ Now is the accepted
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death, and not the mercy and joy which
belong to the righteous and to the upright
in heart.
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.}. Revival at Aintab, Turkey.

| PRESIDENT A. FuLLER, D.D., CEN-
TRAL TURKEY COLLEGE.

We are now ‘in the fourth week of a
powerful and widespread revival. The
work began in connection with, and near
the close of, anniversaries and annual con-
ferences which opened with the bacca-
laureate sermon before the graduating
class of the Central Turkey College, Sun-
day, June 23. The series included com-
mencement exercises, examinations, and
graduating exercises of the Girls’ Semi-
nary, annual meeting of the Native Union,
the conference of native churches, pastors,
and missionaries, and closed with the

annual meeting of the mission, July 10.
This was, of course, a great religious
jubilee for the churches in Aintab. The
houses of the brethren were full of pastors,
delegates, and visiting brethren from all
parts of the wide field. Sermons were
preached in the several churches nearly
every evening, and interesting discussions
on religious topics drew large numbers of
eager listeners during the day. All this
by way of preparation.

The special revival movement began in
connection with services held at the Third
Church by Rev. Haratune Jananyan, who
has shown throughout great skill in adapt-
ing modern revival methods to the condi-
tions and circumstances of this land.
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tianicy. ’fhese, however, are groundless
assertions. The experience of fifty years
and acquaintance with very many scien-
tific men of different types in different
countries, enables me to say that very
many of the most distinguished scien-
tific men are Christians, and I know many
others who, if not Christians, may be
said to be ‘“ not far from the kingdom
of God.” The utterances of a few popu-
lar or prominent men should not be taken
as expressing the views of their whole
class. The best and ablest of scientific
men have all along been Christians and
Christianity has helped to make them
what they were and are; while science it-
self, though it may have been used to
give new forms to old objections, has
been on the whole the handmaid of re-
ligion.

As examples of oppositions, supposed
to be based on science, we may refer to
those of positivists and agnostics, as they
have recently been presented so ably and
clearly by Harrison and Huxley in some
“of the reviews, where also they have been
sufficiently answered. Such discussions,
I believe, must do good, and will result
in a clearer perception of truth and a more
intelligent faith. It isin any case encour-
aging that they centre around the Word
of God, which is thus shown to be still a
formidable power and not a thing of the
past.

One curious admission which has ap-
peared in these discussions is that of the
necessity of some kind of religion or sub-

‘itute for religion, while it is apparent
it those who reject theism and Christi-
ty are at variance among themselves,

1 fail to find any good substitute for

aat they avowedly reject, except by
:alling back on some portions of its doc-
trine.

In the recent articles referred to, the
Positivist combatant believes in the re-
ligion of humanity, that is in setting up
an ideal standard of human nature, based
on historical examples as something to
live up to. His agnostic opponent thinks
this futile—stigmatizes man as a failure
and asa ‘‘ wilderness of ages ’—and would
adore the universe in all its majesty and
grandeur. They thusrehabilitate very old
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forms of religion, for it is evident that the
most ancient idolatries consisted in lifting
up men’s hearts to the sun and moon and
stars, and in worshipping patriarchs and
heroes.

Thus we find that there can be no form
of infidelity without some substitute for
God, and this necessarily less high and
perfect than the Creator Himself, while
destitute of His fatherly attributes. Fur-
ther, our agnostic and positivist friends
even admit their need of a Saviour, since
they hold that there must be some elevat-
ing influence to raise us from our present
evils and failures. Lastly, when we find
the ablest advocates of such philosophy
differing hopelessly among themselves, we
may well see in this an evidence of the
need of a divine revelation. Now all this
is precisely what the Bible has given us
in a better way. If we look up with
adoring wonder to the material universe,
the Bible leads us to see in this the power
and Godhead of the Creator, and the
Creator as the living God, our Heavenly
Father. If we seek for an ideal humanity
to Worship, the Bible points us to Jesus
Christ, the perfect Man, and at the same
time the manifestation of God, the Good
Shepherd giving His life for the sheep,
God manifest in the flesh and bringing
life and immortality to light. Thus the
Bible gives us all that these modern ideas
desiderate and infinitely more. Nor should
we think little of the older part of revela-
tion, for it gives the historical develop-
ment of God’s plan, and is eminently
valuable for its testimony to the unity of
nature and of God. Itis in religion what
the older formations are in geology. Their
conditions and their life may have been
replaced by newer conditions and living
beings, but they form the stable base of
the newer formations, which not only rest
upon them, but which without them would
be incomplete and unintelligible.

The lesson of these facts is to hold to
the old faith, to fear no discussion, and
to stand fast for this world and the future
on the grand declaration of Jesus—** God
so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlast-
ing life.”
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<= HELPRUL HINTS

The Lay Element in Christian Work.
By Rev. W. K. SHORTT (INDEPENDENT),
CANADA.

The present is an age of great activity.
In huandreds of different forms, work,
physical and intellectual, is being prose-
cuted. But besides the avocation at which
each may toil, spiritual work is required.

In order for a Church to be right it
must be a working Church. The idea
that only the minister should be engaged
in Church work, has happily in great
measure passed away. Others may now
preach, exhort, pray. In fact, it is being
more and more realized, that a Church
which works not is a dead Church.
Speaking on this subject, Mr. Spurgeon
forcibly remarks, ‘‘The better anything
is while alive, the worse it becomes when
dead. The only thing that can be done
with it is to bury it out of sight; and a
dead Church is the most loathsome thing
upon the face of the earth.”

There are different kinds of work, but
at least one form suited to each. . There
is official work as that of the deacons and
Sunday-school teachers; and again there
is an official work in which all may en-
gage. There is a sphere in connection
with prayer meetings and special services,
in which part might be taken more freely
and frequently than is often the case. A
word of exhortation, a testimony from ex-
perience, a few words of prayer, and
spontaneous snatches of sacred seng, from
those who have been accustomed to leave
all to the usual three or four, would prove
a source of enlivenment and benetit all
round. Sometimes sinners have been
touched and won by a few words thus
simply spoken, that an elaborate sermon
had failed to reach.

Again, opportunities for speaking a
word for Christ, in private, should be im-
proved. Dr. Guthrie lamented not speak-
ing to a Highland chieftain, whom he
met at a friend’s one evening; for that
night the chieftain died.

Sometimes a tract may be given, or a
book lent or some kindness shown, that
will tend to bring another to Jesus; and
again non-attenders may be invited to
church and provided with seats, and so
brought under good influences.

We need to fit ourselvesin this working
in the cause of Christ, by seeing that our
own experience is clear; for ‘“the joy of
the Lord is your strength.”
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FOR WORKERS =

We need also constant study of the
Word, combined with fervent prayer.
We need tenderness and sympathy, and
we require to guard against discourage-
ment. Let us ‘“‘stand fast” as Welling-
ton said to the British at Waterloo; re-
membering who is on our side, not only
hosts of Christians and the seraphic legions
of heaven, but above all, Jesus. Let us
have faith. All can do something; but
it is easier in some ways commencing
young. Dr. Cuyler observes that if young
converts do not commence speaking for
Christ, within thirty days after their con-
version, they are apt to become tongue-
tied.  Youth is proverbially impetuous,
but let the impetuosity be in the right
direction. We want those who will do
and dare for Christ. Even a little child
has been instrumental in leading others
to the Christly life. A letter addressed
by one little girl, in her childish effort, to
" some sick soldier at Nashville,” during
the late American war, led to the conver.
sion of one who subsequently became
a Sunday-school superintendent, and
earnest worker.

None need say, ““I cannot do any-
thing.” Rather should the determination
be formed. “I must do something for
Christ.”  One may blunder at first but
practice makes perfect. So it was with
Moody, and many others.

It is said that when Baptist churches
are founded in Germany by Rev. Mr.
Oncken, he requires as a condition of
membership, the promise to engage in
some work. That may not be our way,
but we need it impressed on our people.
that the Lord expects spiritual work.

There is much to move us to engage
it heartily. We may think on its tr:
scendent greatness. If one be not livi
for this, what is he living for ? Here
that work which will last for eternity
He may remember the shortness of the
time. ‘The night is coming when no
man can work.” We are urged by the
needs of the perishing. By the instrumen-
tality of Christians comes the knowledge
of the truth; by them Christ is brought
before men. But they must show that
they are in earnest. This is the call
which isresounding throughout Christen-
dom—* Work for God, strengthen the
brethren, feed the lambs, save sinners;”
and we may remember for our comfort,
‘* Work doune for God, it dieth not.”
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RABINOWITCH AND THE JEWISH MOVE-
MENT IN SOUTH RUSSIA.
JosepH RABINOWITCH is about forty-seven years of age,
though, as the result of study and work, he Jooks a little
older. He is five feet eight or nine inches in height,
is of fair complexion, and has a ruddy countenance. He
has a short grey beard, though the greater part of his hair
has fallen from his head. He walks with a stick, being lame
on his left foot. In ordinary conversation on Divine things
he spreads his hands and arms like eagles’ wings, and then,
Joudly and rapidly, he pours forth his sentiments in torrents,
compelling the attention of his listeners. Every muscle of
his face, and every member of his body, seem to aid him in
expressing his meaning. His eye isas full of fire as his voice

is of energy, specially when either the Bible or the love of |

Josusis the topic. He has a strong will, a sanguine tem-
perament, a simple faith, a gentle spirit, and a kind and
tender heart.

Rabinowitch is a thorough Jew of the Eastern type, and
though perhaps not a model leader for German or English
Jews, he seems admirably qualified for a leader of Jews cast
in his own mould. He has been steeped in Rabbinism, and
his thought and form of expression will long run in Tal-
nmadical and Cabalistic lines. For instance, the Lord Jesus
Christ is designated “ Son of Man”; the word Man is BTR=
Adam, and is composed of three letters—Aleph, Daleth, and
Mem.
Abraham, David, and Moses.

to bo the prophet like unto Moses. In dealing with the

These three Hebrew letters form the initials of |
From Abraham kings were to
come ; from David was to come the King Messiah, who was |

passage, “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is |

One,” the word One is 9nNN—echad, and the three letters
form the initials of the words, Truth, Life, Way ; thus we
have the One God, the truth, the life, and the way ; and
Jesus says: I am the way, the truth, and the life.”

On the same Cabalistic principle, the first three letters of
the Hebrew Bible teach the doctrine of the Trinity, Beth,
Resh, a=d Aleph, being the initial letters of the words Son,
Spirit, and Father. We, however, shewed our friend that,
ingenious and interesting as this system might be, it was
rather uncertain and dangerous, for the same letters might
be taken as initials of other words directly contradicting the
points supposed to have been proved.

Rabinowitch has a wife, a Jewess, still livixig, and they |

have three sons and three daughters. He was married
about thirty years ago, and his eldest son is now about
twenty-nine. This son, once an infidel, is now a believer
in Jesus, resides in Odessa, and has an agency in some
French company. One daughter is married ; but her hus-
band is still a doubter. His six children and wife are all
believers. The youngest child, a boy, is about nine years
old. A brother of Rabinowitch was baptised by the late
Dr. Ewald, about thirty years ago.

Though not a regularly qualified solicitor, Rabinowitch
says he was licensed by the Russian Government authorities

to practise as a lawyer amongst his own people, and now, as a |
matter of course, all his clients have forsaken him; but if |

they had not, this Ji ewish reform movement would occupy
all his time and strength.

His mind was greatly exercised and agitated during and i
after the last Russo-Turkish war, as to the temporal well- |

being of his people. How could Jews be settled in Russia
or Roumania, when houses could not be held in the name of
a Jew? A Lutheran pastor had once called his attention
to the 105th Psaln, and it now came back to his mind with
much foree, specially verses 23, 24, 25, and 26.

¢ Israel also

il

came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.
And He increased His people greatly; and made them
stronger than their enemies. He turned their heart to hate
His people, to deal subtilly with His servants. He sent
Moses His servant ; and Aaron whom he had chosen.” He
then read verse 42: “He remembered His holy promise,
and Abraham His servant.”

Rabinowitch reflected, surely this is a parallel time of
suffering and of promised deliverance. As yet he thought
of nothing beyond relief from distress, and promoting the
people’s temporal welfare. The sad and desperate condition
of his people led him to entertain the question of agricul-
tural colonies, which, if successful, would partially relieve the
suffering. He first conceived the idea of forming an agricul-
tural colony in Bessarabia; but the Jews themselves would
not encourage this. Those who were usurers and public-house
keepers preferred to remain as they were, and the better
class of Jews were hindered ; so this scheme fell through.

He now (1882) resolved to go to Palestine. Arrived in
Jerusalem, he gazed on the holy city and the Temple site,
deeply moved by the ruin and desolation all around ; even:
the devout Jew, weeping and praying at the wailing place,.
could be frightened away by an Arab woman.

He was now led to meditate upon 2 Chronicles xxxvi. 14-16.
«Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people,
transgressed ‘very much after all the abominations of the
heathen; and polluted the house of the Lord which He had
hallowed in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fathers
sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and
sending ; because He had compassion on His people, and on
His dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of
God, and despised His words, and misused His prophets,
until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, tilk
there was ro remedy.”

This passage, he remembered, was in the last chapter of the
last book of the Hebrew Bible, and the words “no remedy 4
impressed his mind with overwhelming force. “ No remedy,”
even in the study of the Talmud, though some considered
otherwise. He then thought of the New Testament and its
teachings, and received impressions, as by a light from
heaven, that probably all the sufferings of the Jews, and the
desolation of the land of Palestine, were to be traced to the
people’s continued rejection of Christ ; and that all thehopes
of the nation probably centred in Jesus, the crucified One.
He returned home with his mind full of this new light. His:
wife at first opposed his views because she did not under-
stand them ; but his children soon accepted them. He now
began to regard the teachings of the New Testament as
Divinely inspired as were those of the O1d, and the Lord
Jesus Christ as the true Son of God, the way, the truth,
and the life. To know the Son, he says, is to know the
Father, and for this reason his special delight is in the
Gospel of St. John. He says the Jews think they can un-
derstand the Son through the Father; but Jesus says: “No
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” “He that hath
seen Me hath seen the Father.”

In answer to the question, ¢ When did you definitely
trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation? ” he replied,
“ A year ago last RoshHashana (Jewish New Year), thatis,
about a year and a half ago.

On his return from Palestine, he began to converse with the
Jews about Mr. Oliphant’s schemes of colonization ; but
these, he said, would not lead them back to Palestine. The
Jews gathered round him to talk about the Holy Land ;
but, at first, he did not speak to them of Christ. Many of

the Jews thought that Rabinowitch would himself form a-
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colony, and lead them back to Palestine. Soon after this,
Rabinowitch began to tell his brethren that he thought
the only one who could lead them back to their land would

be the Messiah, and to set them looking in the right direc-

tion for their Messiah, he told them a little story by way of
illustration. A number of Jews travelling by a four-wheeled
conveyance in a little town in Poland, lost one wheel, but
still pursued their journey. They overtook another carriage
driving on in front, and asked if they had seen a lost wheel
on the road. The driver replied, “ You foolish man, you
must go back, and not forward, to find your lost wheel.”
The four wheels were Abraham, Moses, David, and the
Messiah. The fourth wheel, the Messiah, had been lost ;
the Jews must go back to find it. Finding this, Israel’s
four-wheeled chariot would run with safety. Some of the
Jewish prayers for the New Year Rabinowitch regards as
simply a protest against Christianity. The Jews, he says,
find it difficult to think of the Messiah as a servant, and
they don’t wish to believe in the preaching of John. They
do not regard his voice as a warning trumpet. They regard
as good Jews those who properly eat Sabbath meals; and
all as Christians who eat pork.

When Rabinowitch began to think that he ought to be
an avowed and open believer in Christ, he was much per-
plexed with the number of sects amongst Christians, and
hesitated to join any of them. He says, as the Jordan must
be crossed to reach Canaan, so Jesus.is the way to spiritual
possession and rest. As to the Lord’s Supper, Rabinowitch
says that the members of the New Covenant do not cele-
brate this, except as a Passover Supper. They do not yet
see their way to celebrate it at other times; but this they
hope to do when they have been baptised.

He says, the Lord Jesus Christ did not command His
gl}s.ciples to remember His resurrection, but to remember

.

Neither he nor his followers at present see the necessity
of keeping Sunday as the Sabbath, but continue the observance
of the Jewish Sabbath. He thinks, however, it is very
likely that at some future time they may observe Sunday
as the Sabbath,

Circumeision is still observed, but is not at all considered
as necessary to salvation.

As to his preaching, he proclaims the love of God in
Christ, but states that repentance must also be preached.
He seems to have much faith in sacraments, which may be
owing to his somewhat close contact with Lutheranism.,

The movement of which Rabinowiteh is the leader seems,
as far as man can judge, a real work of the Spirit of God,
a.nd should not be interfered with by any church or mis-
sionary society, with the idea of absorbing it, or controlling
it. The leader should be encouraged and helped, but his
independence should be strictly preserved.

It is in print that a Lutheran pastor has proposed to a
committee in London that Rabinowitch should be employed
by their society as missionary to the Jews. We rejoice to
see the committee declined, though only on the ground that
Rabinowitch was not then baptised. Rabinowitch has,
however, since then been baptised in Berlin; but we trust
t'hat society will not alter its decision. He has been bap-
tised, not into the Lutheran Church, nor into the Anglican
Church, but simply into the Church of Christ, by an
. American minister, and any missionary society absorbing
Rabinowitch would incur the tremendous responsibility of
paralysing the entire movement.

At present Rabinowitch is in possession of a large pile of
letters received from Jews from all parts of Russia and

Roumania, inquiring into the movement, its rules and its
doctrines, with a view to joining it, or starting another and
a similar one.

As to his projects, his heart seems much set on a school for
boysand girls, and he stated in conversation with me that there
were plenty of children ready to come. He would himself be
the teacher,and would teach Christ out of the Old Testament
and the New. He so rejoiced at the prospect of a school,
that he exclaimed, “ When mine eyes shall see this, T shall
live; it will seem that all is done.”

His heart is also -set upon an agricultural colony. He
thinks that for the sum of 4000 roubles (about £400) a year
he could get land that would soon support about 100 Jewish
families. But for the school and the colony he will require
the consent of the Government authorities, which he has
not yet obtained.

All Christians would do well to pray much for this brother,
and render him all needed pecuniary help; but they would
do equally well in leaving him absolutely free to carry on his
work as the Lord may direct him. The movementisuniqueand
exceptional, and should be allowed to work itself out to the
glory of God and the greatest possible blessing to the
Jewish people. Rabinowitch possesses a very gentle,
humble, loving spirit, and quickly responds, even to tears,
to assurances of Christian affection ; but he does not desire
to identify himself with any sect, but wishes to take his
Christianity from the New Testament, and grow out of old
habits and doctrines into new ones, as the Holy Spirit may
teach him in his continued and prayerful study of the entire
Word of God.

It would be premiature and unwise to pronounce upon the
issue of this movement ; but the bare possibility that it may
develop into national restoration and blessing, and the
return in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ, should lead all
Christians to watch it with loving sympathy and prayerful
solicitude. As to absorbing or controlling the movement,
the cry should be, “ Al kands off.”

JouN WILKINSON.
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HAMPERED; OR, THE HOLLISTER FAMILY
AND THEIR TRIALS.
BY MRS. A. K. DUNNING.

CHAPTER VIIL
THE PICNIC.

Laura was an early riser, and to her the most glorious
hours in all the day were the very hours which her sisters
passed in sleep or in morning day-dreams.

She had quite forgotten her slight vexation of the night
before when she drew back her curtain and looked out upon
a landscape from which the first sunbeams were just lifting
a veil of silvery mist. Active work was before her. The
breakfast must be served as well as circumstances would
permit, and some arrangements were to be made about
providing the dinner.

How to prepare an elegant or tempting meal from very
slender sources is an art which requires much study. It has
been said that almost any one can cook well who has a full
supply of the best materials, but that it takes a genius to
produce the effect where the means are lacking. Laura felt
the importance of doing her best in the present crisis, and
hurried down to consult with Aunt Jemima upon ways and
means. Kven as she did so, she smiled as she thonght how
utterly incompetent was the person who was most deeply
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interested even to give a wise suggestion upon any point of
domestic management.

Cora was locked in profound slumbers when her sister
lingered to take one glance at her ere she went down to
begin the daily struggle.

¢ Ah, well ! when she comes to have a home of her own,
if that time ever comes, she will have to learn things,”
thought Laura, as she turned away. “I would like to have
her help a little about the parlours, but I will not disturb
her; it would only make her cross.”

The table was arranged to a nicety, and Laura viewed it |

with content, “I will get some fresh flowers,” she said to
Janet. “ Flowers add so to the general effect, and they
are so beautiful.”

“Why do you mind about that ? 7 said Janet, who had
just come down, and was still but half awake. ¢ Gentlemen

never care much for such trifles, and it is such a bother to |

get them.”

«Qh, it is nothing,” said Laura. * Just give me the

scissors and my garden hat. It will not takeme long torun |

dewn into the garden.” ;
« T would go,” said Janet, doubtfully, “ only
' « QOnly it would never do for you to soil your pretty new
muslin,” said Laura. “My dress is a cambric, and I will
pin up the skirt, so that it need not come to grief.”

Mr. Barrows had not slept as wellas usual. He had tried in
vain to lose consciousness, but the cup of cofice in which he
had indulged had kept him waking. He was glad to rise
early, and went out to take a morning walk in order to
quiet his nerves and gain an appetite for breakfast.

“ How quiet it is here,” he thought. Truly this might
be called ‘The Delectable Hill? Not a creature abroad.
T have only to commune with my own heart and be
still”

Hven as the thought was passing through his mind, he
raised his eyes and perceived Laura gathering flowers. She
bent eagerly down over the bushes, only intent on filling the
hat which hung from her arm with the prettiest and the
best. The stooping posture had brought a fresh bloom to
her face, and as the sunbeams played about her neat figure,
and lighted up her smoothly-braided hair with a morning
glory, she was a maiden fair to see.

Mr. Barrows sprang to her side.
he said.
flowers when I was quite a boy. It carries me back to my
youthful days. I almost wish that I could be a child
again.”

”

“TLet me assist you,”

T would not wish that if I were a man,” said Laura, as |

she frankly accepted the proftered help. “I do not think
I could wish it now, being only a woman.”

«You are very humble,” said the gentleman, laughing.
% Qnly a woman !”

“No, I am not,” said Laura. I thiuk it is as good to be
a woman as to be a man, perhaps better.”

“«Why then did you speak as if a man had the nobler |

part ?”

«Because I should think every man would rejoice in being
out in the world doing his part.”

« And being only a woman, you cannot, go out thus into
the world ; is that what you mean e

« Perhaps. A man certainly has larger opportunities,
But I
must attend to my work, such as it is,” she added, with a
saugh, as she hurried to put a few more flowers with her
coflection and went into the house.

“What a sensible little woman she is,” thought the

«T used to beg to help my mother with the |

|
|
|
?
|

|

|
l
1

gentleman as he sauntered once more through the pleasant
grounds. “I should like to know her better.”

Cora was a little late for breakfast. She came in with a
slightly conscious air, for she had bestowed unusual pains
upon herdress. Itwas an expensive material, very fashion-
ably made. To tell the truth, it had been Mrs. Mortimer’s,
but, being a little too small, had been given to Cora.

She ab once took it upon herself to arrange for a day of
pleasure. A long drive was proposed, a sort of impromptu
dinner in the woods, and a row upon a lake, which was held
in high favour by the young people of the place. Everyone
was enthusiastic. Mr. Hollister agreed to secure a convey-
ance large enough for the whole party. The girls began to
gather up shawls and wraps. Laura made it her business to
put up a tempting little repast.

Cora’s dress was not suitable, but she refused to change it.

“«You will be sure to tear it, dear, in the woods,”
pleaded Laura, “and it would be a pity, for it is so
becoming.”

«71 will be careful not to catch it upon the bushes,” was
the reply.

«But it may be injured in the boat, or you will take
cold,” persisted the elder sister. “And it does not seem to
me that it is quite suitable for a picnic.” '

% Do mind your own affairs, Laura,” said Cora, with an
offended air. “The very idea of having you attempt to
advise me in the matter of dress! I would not be seen,
even when no one is here, in the things that you wear.” :

Laura said no more. She was not only sensitive, but she
was deeply hurt, Cora well knew that she had so
encroached upon the family resources by her own expendi-
tures as to make it impossible for her elder sister to get the
new spring dress that had been promised her. It had cost
Taura somewhat of a struggle to make the sacrifice, but she
had cheerfully done it. It was rather too hard now, how-
ever, to bear this taunt from the very one who had been
benefited by it. 3 :

Mr. and Mrs. Hollister had been prevailed upon to join
the party. It was not often that Mr. Hollister inclined to
go with the young people, though his physician had
advised him to spend much of his time in the open air.
But he was feeling rather better than usual that day, and
he greatly enjoyed the society of Mr. Barrows. :

There was room in the large break for all the young
people. A smaller and more comfortable carriage had been
provided for Mr. and Mrs. Hollister.

Laura had been busy up to the last moment, for she had
been rather hurried. She was very happy. It was so
seldom that she could persuade her father and mother to
take a day of rest that she considered it as quite a triumph.
She had put every shawl and basket in its proper place, and
now stood in the doorway to see them off.

Mr. Barrows had been very merry. He had acted almost
like a boy through all these preparations. He had joked
with Cora, had hindered Laura, and had teased the younger

| girls, till Mrs. Hollister had langhingly threatened to call
| him to order.

“ Come, Miss Laura!” he said, turning to the girl who
stood beside him. ¢ The others are all ready. Get your
hat, or you will be late, and we will not brook a moment’s
delay on any account.” :

“You need not fear that [ will detain you,” said Laura
with a quiet smile, ¢ for I am not going.” :

“Not going ! ” he echoed ; and a shade of disappointment
was apparent both in his voice and manner. ¢ And why not
pray?” ¢
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THE TIMES OF JOSHUA.
JOSHUA’S WARNING.

BY PRINCIPAL DAWSON OF M‘GILL COLLEGE.
@ synopsis of thg lecture delivered by him
in Stanley streeft wureh in connectimi/ with
the Internotional Series of Sunday-School
Lessons. .
JOSHUA XXIII., 11 to 16.

Joshua’s whole admonition here is so plain
and practical, and so completely in harmony
with the familiar truths of the New Testa.
ment, that in teaching from the passage one
requires merely to point out its parts and
their New Testament parallels. It is inter-
esting, however, to observe that the aged
leader of the Israelites, after a long and un-
usually varied experience of God’s dealings
with His people, sums up the whole of the
practical wisdom that God had given him in
his long pilgrimage, with reference to the
dangers which beset God’s people in their
spiritual life. It i3 well also to observe that
the admonition is addressed to advanced
Christians, like most of the teachings in this
book after the passing of the J. ordan; and it
may require some explanation to those who
are only babes, or not yet God’s children.

Love the Lord is the key-note of the
whole, as it is of our Lord’s teaching (Matt.
xxii, 37.) Joshua makes this practical by say-
ing “ take heed” that you love Jehovah your
God. Weare not to be careless as to Grod-or,
thoughtless, but to remember all that he hag
done for us, in order that our hearts may be
filled with love to him, (verses 3rd, &e., also
verse 14th.) Paul uses the same method in Ro-
mans v, 8 and 2nd,Cor. v, 15. Thus thefreshness
and fervor of our love to God are in some de-
gree voluntary and dependent on the heed
which we give to his gracious dealings with
us, and the clearness with which these are be-
fore our minds. True love to God is not and

cannot be a blind, thoughtless emotion. It is
an intelligent, love, and inseparable from the
knowledge and appreciation of his mercy as
our Saviour,and of his goodness as our daily
guerdian and friend. How casy should it bp
to love God when we think of all his kindness
tous ! )

Love not the World —is here,as in the
New Testament, the next part of the exhor-
tation. The remnant of the Canaanites were
stillin the land. Though idolatrons and sunk
in moral debasement, they were in many re-
spects attractive, and had probably more of
the refinementsand arts of life among them
than the Hebrews, and their false religions
were rendered attractive by taste and artistic
tkill. There was danger therefore that the Is-
raelites would mingle with them and learn their
ways. The consequences this would lead to
Joshua plainly sees— (1) God would not any
longer drive the Canaanites out before Israel.
(2) The Canaanites would become snares and
traps to deceivethem. (3) They would thus be-
come scourges to ‘their sides and thorns in
their eyes. (4). They would- bring: God’s
wrath upon them, Precisely the same evilsflow
from that conformityto an unconverted world
which is denounced in ' the New Testament,
(2 Cor:vi.,14,&c.,1 Johnii, 15, Rom. xii.,2). The
Christian who conforms to “the world - loses
power to.advance Christ’s kingdom, He falls
into the snares of the evil one. He ‘suffers
loss and injury.- He brings on himself God's
chastisements.
- God’s wrath is revealed against
backsliding.—As all good things pro-
mised have come to. pass, so all evil things

¢ perish quickly” from the land. The great
sin which provokes this wrath is the “ sery.
ing of other gods’’—the forsaking of Christ
for lying vanities—the following of the ¢ lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride
of life,” which are the great idolatries of the
world (1 John, v., 21;1 Cor. x.,14; Col.iii., 5).
The Lord threatens now, as then, that indivi-
duals or cemmunities. which fall away into
such things, shall * perish quickly” (Rev. ii.,
5 and 16, Ch. iii., 3 and 16.)

The security against all this is to keep
ourselves in the love of God” (Jude 21). He
hasg delivered us out of Egyptian bondage,and
brought us through the wilderness into the
good land of His favor.  Let us take heed that
we love him with all our hearts. Then shall
we have peace ourselves, and power to teach
othery to love and serve. - T

_ _=er—u LHE FEET,
MARCE 15. %
’s CARE FOBR THE UNPRCTECTED.—Ye
shglf ot Coftiet sy WIIDW, OP. I
child. T thou aflliot them in any wise, and
they cry at all unto me, I will sn];'etyangal
their cry ; and my wrath shall wax hot, an v’
will kill you with the sword ; and you;:.1 wllv
ghall be widows, and your children fatherless.
— . 22, 22-24.

Furniture.

WE DO NOT SEI:L

OUR FURNITURE
At ‘earful reductians or below cost, but with moder-
ate profits, yet we can pell cheap.

threatened will be fulfilled, and they will |

O A -

W. & W. TEES,

h

514 Craig street.



fer-
ng a
and
would
(3 it
and
, but
s in
1eat

ry
an
or
ad
se.
je-
19,
ne

Wd,
ser
ity
1d
1e3
he
‘nd
;he
lry
ise,
1n-
=~ air

~ ms

1b-

for
181-

Z

PREPARATION FOR<FHE CONQUEST OF
CANAAN.

BY PRINCIPAL DAWSON OF M‘GILL COLLEGE.

Deing a synopsis of the lecture dclivered by him
in Stanley street Church in conmection with
the Infernationgl Series of Sunday-School
Lessons. /

JOSHUA, V. CHAPTER, 9. TO 15. VERSE.

This pascage includes two distinet topics,
though both are connected with the beginning
of the conquest of Cauaan aud the preparation
of the Ieraclites forit. Eitker might farnish
sufficient scope for a Sunday-school lesson.
We may endeavor, shortly, to notice boti. Ths
first is,—The close of the desert Jdispensation,
and the beginning of that of Canaan ; the
secopd is,—The appearance of the Captain
or Prince of the Lord’s Hosts as the ally of
Israel.

Under the first head we have the following
subjects :— :

The Rolling Away of the e
proach—This takes place most appropriately
in the circumeision of all the young people who
had not been circumecised in the wilderness,
and in this the renewal of the covenant with
Abraham, which includes circumeision on the
part of Abraham and his children, and the
poesession of the land of Canaan, given to them
on the part of God. (Gen. 17,8, 115" ¥Thus
Terael ceases to be an Egyptian slave or a desert
wanderer, and becomes a Prince of God and the
possessor of Canaan. The Lord does this
for Ris people when He brings them into the
rest and peace of a hi%ler Christian life, cir-
cumecising the heart (Deut. x. 16) with that
« cireumelsion which is of the Spirit” (Rom.
299). 'The slavery of sin and the reproach of
inconeistency and shortcoming are theu rolled
away.

The Beeping of the FPPasssver.
__Tsrael can now again commemorate God’s
great salvation, asthe Chrisiian can the death
of Chirist—our passover sacrificed for us (L Cor.
v.7.). Theremembrance of the great deliver-
ance from Pharaoh is kept up in Gilgal, and it
is in the spiritual Gilgals of life that we can best
fulfil Chirst’s command—¢“Do this in remem-
brance of me.”

The Bating of the Produce of
the Eand.—After the privations of tha
desert comes the abundance of Canaau, its
unleavened bread,not of the ¢‘old,” but present
produce of the fields, and its roasted ears ; both
great luxuries to a desert peo le ; and it was
the time of harvest when Israel entered
Capaan. In the deserts of unbelief and mur-
muring Israel looked back on the granaries
and flesh-pots of Egypt. Now he has presented
to him the full measure of God’s plenty in a
Jand which is his own, and can realize the
blessings of the fruition of God’s promises,
which are always sure to-all who trust in them.

The Fiamma ceases.—It was bread
from Heaven—Angel’s food (Psalm 73, 25.)—a
wonderful provision of God for a desertlife; but
it was but *‘light bread.” (Nam.21,5). The
abundance of Canaan was far better. Thus
Gc;d can giv&great 11111(;[ h:[avenly aids and conz
sulations to bis people in tim A2 aglties
can bring blessinz Eeon W”f’%;%fﬁ‘;f;ﬁ;“ﬁ 33
and complaints, but he has better £ tlﬁa fulness
S ibe times of deliverance and of &
oflove and30¥. . . .o of this first hoad
b Elo“m;!;;g%g}e' ﬁ’{-& Eg?ig:‘cdﬁtmstjwlth the

b ondage and the privati s of the de-
Egyptian a gfg-g hﬁag. . score for
¥

| sext; the mb?ﬂm& “also illustrate the

position of the Christian when God’s favor
thines upon him, and his feet stand firmly ia
the wide places of God’s gracious fulfilments
of promise ; and when he is being encouraged
and strengthened for new conflicts and vietories.

The second main subjeet directs our attention
more especially to the conditions of these vic-
tories and the fitting of God’s people for them.
‘We have here the following topics :—

TheWatchful Leader.—Joshua must
Lave been abroad, perhaps inspecting the de-
fences of Jericho, or guarding agalnst any sur-
prise on the part of the Canaanites,when he meets
an unknown man witha drawn sword, asif about
to make an immediate attack, and his first ques-
tionis, *“ Art thou forus or for our adversaries ?”’
The Lord will have his people watchful and
ready to challenge all doubtful men and mea-
sures. (Mat. 24,42.); (Mark13,34.); (1 Cor.
16, 13.) It is in this attitude that we shall be
most ready to welcome the Lord himself. He
conneets these things in his advice in Matthew
94th, where the coming of the thief to break up
the house is connected with the coming of
Christ. The connectionis deserving of thought
as a practical matter,

The Captain of the Lord’s
Eiost.—Joshua’s visitor is mot an enemy
but a friend and ally, and the b2st of friends.
He is the Prince or Captain off the heavenly
hosts,—unseen yet powerful auxiliaries, by
whom, perhaps, it was that Jericho’s walls were
thrown down. We need not enquire whether
this was a created archangel or the Son of God
himself. If the former his authority is a dele-
gated one, like the leadership of Joshua him-
gelf. Further, while Christ is the true
¢ Captain of our 8alvation’ (Heb. 2, 10.),
even he, like his prototype Joshua, had
an angel sent to ‘“strengthen’” Him (Luke
22, 43) in the confiict of Gethsemaune.
It is a blessed thought that in God’s service
His power is with us; but it gives vivid-
ness and depth to this, when we coasider the

- At | angelic armies always at his command. (Heb.
held | 1, 14, Heb. 12, 22.) Above all the Captain of
last | our Salvation, the man Christ Jesus, bri<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>