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Lapigs AND GENTLEMEN,—It is my pleasing duty to
bid you welcome to Seventh Annual Conversazione
of this Society—a Society which has not ceased, since
its incorporation in 1832, to labour for the promotion
in this city of a taste for natural science and allied
subjects; and this, with roarked success. In addition
to its Lectures and Meetings, I may mention as a per-
manent monument of its utility, the issue of nine
volumes of its Proceedings, containing more than 4,600
pages of matter of the highest scientific value, and of
the utmost importance to the knowledge of nature as
it exists in this country, and to the development of our
resources. No other institution in Canada can pretend Y i

~%5 have made any contribution to the Natural History of
this continent approaching this in value and extent. I
may also mention its Miseum, wh within the last
few years made great progress, under the care of Mr.
Whiteaves, and by the patient labour of our cabinet-
kee Mr. Hunter. When I look through this
museum to-day, and observe its admi able ar-
rangement and the great ar it of scientific
material of real value whic aing, I can scarcely

elieve that it has grown irom the confu »d and paltry

d together in our former

Nor has its growth

hs

ceased. The additions made witl
amount to 200 species of verteb
number of invertebrates, and about 200 fossils, besides
many other objects. Tak ther, the collections of
s Society, of the Geological Survey and of the Me-
Gill University, Montreal now stands far in advance of
any other city of this Dominion in its museums of
Natural Science; and thus affords greater f ‘n_::cm
than any other to the student of Canadian Natural
History and Geology. This is no mean advantage, and
is especially appropriate to a commercial and manufac
turing metropolis; and it will be far more strongly felt
when we shall have in connection with the Univers
y any other agency that may be establ
Jools of Science for the training of our young men in
e practical application of Science to the Arts. In b/
is respect, this Society s all along been in
advance of the age; because here, as else-
where, the accumulation of museums must al-
ways precede the establishment in any large and
effoctual way of the higher grade of scientific schools.
A knowledge of this fact, has, I confess stimulated my
own efforts in behalf of this museum and that of the
university, since I hoped that here, as in the old world,
the collection of objects would afford a safe basis for ,
the erection of scientific éducation. There are some _
branches of knowledge and culture, and these very {
valuable in themselves and the training they afford, |
which require nothing but teachers and books for their
successful prosecution. But training in science, to {
attain to any useful results, must have large prepara-
tory applianees in collections and apparatus. This
along with the apathy which naturally exists as to any-
thing of which the public has had no previous exper-
ience, is no doubt, a cause of the lamentable fact that
Canada has not yet attained to the establishment of one
scientific school, while in the mother country, in the
various states of the continent of Eurove, and a1so in
the United States of America, such schools largely
supported and admirably appointed existin great num-
bers, and are productive of immense results in the
promotion of tLe scientific arts and menufactures. In
the Christmas vacation [ enjoyed the pleasure of visit-
ing some of these institutions in the United States, in
which the means of old University fouudations are
made available, along with modern donations and
grants, for the cultivation of practical science. Such
institutions are furnished with laboratories, museums,
scientific libraries and apparatns; and their courses of
study embrace such subjects as Mining, Metallurgy,
Agriculture, Botany, Zoology, Geology, Mineralogy,
Engineering, Architecture, Drawing, Military Science
and Tactics, Practical Mechanics, Astronomy ; all emi-
nent'y practical, and arranged so as to suit the wants
of young men entering on a variety of useful trades and
professions. Although these institutions are numerous
and largely attended, they have not yet reached the
limits of the demand for their work, and large grants
in their aid have recently been made by Congress, while
State Legislature and the munificence of private indi~
viduals are daily adding to their number and efficiency.
- _be_a fact that requires but to be men-

ned to excite earnest enquiry and effort, that
while all the older universities in the United States have
scientific schools, and while multitudes of similar schools
are supported by the several States and the general
government, we have in this Dominion four States, cer~
.z:u_«uoﬁzﬂ in resources to any of those in the Amer~
ican Union, without one scientific school. In the mo~
ther country the subject is attracting great attention.
I bhave just read a report presented to the House of
Commons last year by a select Committee on Scientific
Instruction, which, afier hearing the evidence of a num-
ber of leading Professors, Teachers and Educationists,
strongly recommends to Parliament to proceed at once
to organize the technical education of the country, and
10 add to the existing means as far as possible ; and
further, to recognize natural science as an indispensable
element in such education. This report will, no doubt,
be acted on soom, probably before anything can be
done in this country, and we shall have the satifaction
of being anotker step behind the mother country
in this most important matter. It may be asked
what connection has all this with this Society,
and with the present occasion. One such connection
is, that this Society would derive aid from every
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‘their full utility, until there should be such schools.
~Another is, that while as President of this Society I
have its immediate interestsin view, I have also at heart
the bmqpcgmo of the young men growing up among us,
and whom I should wish to see rising to somethin
higher than the position of subordinates to men traine
in other countries; and with this feeling, I propose, on
every fitting occasion, and I regard this as one, to insist
as strongly as I can on the necessity of schools of
practical science to the welfare and prozress of this
country.
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