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Lkl Y ; Glasgow, Feby 24, 1341,

"9 there's the postman,that's a letter from iir Dawson " so it is, and
you may be thankful that it is not a sheet of blank paper, for there are no
adventures to be found in travelling in these times, I -ot to Glasgow with-
out even a railwuay acclident, and fouand my way easily to Mrs :.ielsons, but she
will not find me a very profitable lodger, for before I hod been in Glasgow
two hours, I had two invitztions from friends of my fatters to live with tha
durinz my stay here, I have not escaped tihe music by cominz to Glasgow, for
at the house wherel I am there are two young ladi=s wiho play both on the pian-
forte and accordian, one of them touches off some of Strzus's waltzes beauti-
fully -Glasgow is a much more beautiful place - not than zdinburgh so don't
be jealous - but than I expected. It is a bustling place, more ,like an Am-
erican town than Zdinburgh.

I believe I have nothing more to say abhout myself, and 1 have no time
to be poetical or sentimental; so I snall not trouble you to spell any more
of my horrid scrawling - with the hope then tnat you will not be very dull
in consequence of wanting my pleasant company for the long sprce of three days

I am that " good creature "

J.w.Dawson,

Glasgow May 11lth. 1841,

7
“Marion and Margaret,

My Dear Friends,
I have but little time for letter writing, but I cannot deny myself the
pleasure of using the only means of conversing with you that are now left
me. I cannot write a merry letter, but must try to prevent it from being a
dull one, which it certainly would be if written according to the pre.ent
state of my feelings., I cannot tell you how I felt as I saw the last glimpse
of Arthur's Seat - I thought of the friends I had left beside it - neSt to
parting with you, it was the most melancholy tning I had seen for a lonag
time - It produced the same depressing feeling of lonliness that I felt when

I left home six months 2go.

But I must change my subject, travelling by the cansl is very mon-
otonous, but there is nothing partictularly territl avsut it, although one
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or two young folks on board were seasick, and some older ones seemed vefy

much frightened - We arrived rather late at the railway in consequencé of
the strength of the wind, . . . I dined in the coach upon the sandwiches which
your mother put into my pocket = in this I.only folloved the example 6f my
neighbours; one had biscuits, another bread a leg of chicken and some salt
in a paper bag.

we arrived safely at Glasgow, and I have now finished my business here

and will sail in an hour or two in the " Royal George " for Liverpool. This is
not a very bright sort of a letter, but I hope to write better ones trom the
other side of the water. I need not tell you that your parents and friends

have the best and kindest wishes of their grateful friend -

J.w,Dawson,

Liverpool May 17th, 1841.

Dear Margaret. :

arion hns impre:sed me with your good intentions with
fespect to writing to me, I hope you will not forget them, I have been enjoy-
ing to perfection the ple-sures of solitude among crowds, aad maloncholy pl-
easures they are, compared with those of the pleasesant society which I have
lafely enjoyed, I have indeed been labouring hard to sirend time - Sometimes
I stroll about either among the docks , or in Lords and BEold streets which are
the Princes streets of LFool , gazing at the go>ds in the shop windows, or
at the faces of the pasengers, but that is dull work without a companion -
The only place I could find where there are green trees or anything else to
make a lonely walk pleasant, is a sort of public garden connected with a cem-
etery, but it was too far away from my lodging to go to frequently. I went the
other day to see the steamer " “ritish Queen, which the prorrietors had made
a public exnibit for the benefit of the families.of the crew of tne Fresident
She is a2 fine large vessel, though not as finely finished as some of the small=-
er steah boats - Otiier rortions of time I s ent in reading, either at the inn
or the public library ( readii; room ) which with the exzchange in connection
with it presents a scene somewhat similar to your description of the hall in'the
parliament house on court days. One day in rummaging among my paers, I found
some of the pieces containing the unsuccessful attem ts at taking your like-

ness, I compared them with one another, and partl; from them and partly from
memory , sketched a rnrofile, which »erhars in consequence of being unable to
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Zdinburgh May 15th, 1841,
Margaret Mercer to William Dawson. i
Dear Friend:
As I think it will be to. long to deny myself the

pleasure of writing uvon my new desk, untill I have an o:portunity of answering
your expected lettér from fictou a.d having promised to honour you with the
procuctior of my pen written upron it, I now write you a few lines as a com-
mencement to a corresvondence with & sincere desire it may not fall off on my
pert - if it does, I can e nov no apology tooffer except my old one of in-
capacity to compose prb;erly, which in our conversation about it you have con- .J
vinced me that ease will never be attained in it but by practise, and as you
have now furnished me with every requisite convenicnce for writiﬁg thet i can

possibly desire, I have now m: ¢ up my mind to write you as to a friend whom

I expect will take the trouble of telling me my faults and who knows my ‘huT;Ct-
er io;well to require me to add tiat a very little butter by wey of encourage- :
ment will not be amiss - but I think you have had enough of this, !
. I supvose Marion in her letter of last evening would tell you that the |
cleaning has been going on without intermission -iace you left us, until last
evening when we sat down comfortably to re-t ourselves for an hour or two,
Mother and Fatlier being out to surper, ve mis ed your plea-ant company more
then than any other evening previous to it, Marion filled .ap the blank as she
best could by writing to you, but it is a ;oor substitute for conversation, As
for me I was enjoying the fruit of my latours in viewing a very clean room, and
waiting for Marion to finish her letter so I could add something to it, whea
she informed me that there was no sgace left., 1 determnined to let you know the
good intentions that I have formed. I have written one for myself this morning.
I was just going to finish with the usual phrases attached to young
ledies letters - eying this scrawl I thought it qiite beneath my digaity to use
any affected phrase, so zllow me to subscribe myself,
Your esincere friend
Margoret .lercer.

P.S. I have heard 1t said, that a letter without a post script was like a
shorn head without a wig, and a I would not like tie b-d organ of my epistle
to be so very visstle 1 s.all clothe it with a req.est thi~t you will not be
too severe with your criticism, and that ;o1 will burn itAnq soon as you have

readifko it M,
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Co mpare it with the originsl, I consider it a very good likeness , That occ-
upied my time for an afternoon. You will learn from Marion's letter of a change
in my plans, respecting léaving this country - It will be a longer passage
than of the steamers, but much less expensive and nerhaps more safe,

This is probaily the last letter that I shall write you from this side
of the Atlantic - I know that you will join me in the hope, that I may be able
to write good news from the other side of the long ferry - until tha time you
may be certain that you and my other friends at Edinburgh your beautiful city
itselﬁ, will not occupy the smalles portion of my thoughts. I could write away
all day such stuff as 1 have been writing but I have many arrangements to make
and must now for the present bid you farewell, with my best and warmest wishes

for your prosperity and happiness -
Your affectionate friend

J.W, Dawson,

P,S, I have just received your letter, and you cannot imagine how much pleas-
ure it gave me - after reading it I can no more believe any rretences of in-
ability to write and write excellently - You will excuse my answeringit at
least till I reach the end of my voyage, I can add no more at rresent - Yours

most gratefully and a;fectionately
Wm,

Liverpool May 19th. 1841.

Dear Margaret,

I did not expect to write you another letter from this
place, contrary winds howevever have prevented us fron sailing, and I am still
141ing about, scarcely kuowing what to do with myself. Your lectter arrived
just as I ‘was closing my last, I thank you for it most sincerely, aad hope
that since you have commenced writing, I shall have the pleasure of receiving
many epistles from you, equelly kind and equally well written. I have hed few
acquaintances here, the only evening th-t I syrent out wrs last one when I took
tez with Mr Millar, tlLe gentleman to whom, &s you recollect, 1 wrote for in-
formation respecting my pasca e, His family are ver; .leasait, aad he has a
fine and valuable collection of pictires, so that I s eat tie eveniug very

haprily. I am of course very anxious to be gone, but must have patience till

the weather favours me, and will endeavour to s-eid the time of my unwilling
residence in Livernoosl ac well as ‘ossitle. You will think that py letters
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come very frequently, but I have much time to svend, and it is a pleasure
to write to you, even though I have little to say in which you can be inter-

ested,
My kindest respects to all my friends in Edinburgh, they and the pleasant

days I have spent with them 2re and will be frequent subjects of my thoughts.

I hope to leave soon, as it is seldom thzt the wind blows long in one
direction at this season - If i am detained longer than I expect, I may write
again but it will scorcely be worth your while to send me letters here, as it is
very probatle I will be away before they could arrive.

Farewell then for t:e prre ent - and be assufed that wrnhatever my fate
or fortune you and your family will occu y one of the dearest places in the gt/

affection of. ~
J. W, Dawson.

Fictou July 30th. 1841.

Dear Margaret,

I have not, as you see, sufficient patience to wait for an
answer to my letter before writing another., Indeed I had commenced one to you
by last packet, but being calied away while writing I could not finish it in
time for post, yet I have nothing of importence to tell you, even about my con-
stant subject ~ myself, except that I have been so fully employed in my occu-
pations, that I have scarcely any time even for a walk.‘I have not been more
than half a mile from our own door since my return, I have however a little tim
for reading, and have commenced studying botany, a subject of which, as you kngy

I am profoundly ignorant. Father and Mother pay me the rather equivocal compli=-
ment of saying, that I have become a little more civilised than I was before my
expedition to Britain, I am however nearly as solitary as ever, After my return
I had to call on a host of peoile and also be called on by them, but I can
scarcely find time to keep up an acquaintance with any of ther, perhaps if you
were here I should make a greater effort - MotlLer told me the other day that
she should very much like a visit from Marion or you, so should I, It would be
a nice little summer jaunt., If you wcre here now you might have loads of flower
and frult, and bright blue skies such as I am sure you seldom see, Yet I can
scarcely say that Pictou is 2s beautiful as Edinburgh, though a very :retty lit®
place., I have got an American rocking chair, which I intead to send over by the
first oprortunity - It will be 2t least a curiosity. A grown lad who was here a

few days ago, after rocking on it for an hour declared it to be on- of the most

comfortable he had ever seen,
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I have been f£illing my letter with little else than trifling thoughts, never=-
theless, it will at least let you know that I do not and can not forget my
ffiends in Zdinburgh, and wish to be remembered to your father and mother and
other relations, give to them my best and kindest wishes and those of my par-
ents., I hope soon to have a letter from you, When you vwrite tell me anything.
or all things that you have been doing, and do not fear that I shall not be
interested, even the names of any of the places about Edinburgh which I knew,
when I hacvpen to see it in a newspaper, revives old recolliections which are
" Good for bring glad " ac the roor Indian says of his glass of rum. Yhen you
write, be sure and do not let the distance which separates us , cause you to
be more distant in yaur written than in your syoken conversation - It has at
least no such effect uron me, for to me I think that abseat friends are even
more dear than when 1resent,

I enclose this to your mother because I do not wis: the young gentlemen

about our post office to have your na e to talk about, And now, for a little
while " Good bye " in the best sence of the word " God be with you "

Yours affectionately

J.v., Dawson,

Pletod Sept. 15tk ahls

My very dear friend:

. I send you a few curiosities from this outlandish country., The first
and largest is a rocking chair, not a very s;lendid article,but such as they
are commonly made., This I send ror the use and benefit of your father and
mother, with the waraning to be careful not to tilt it toc far back or an over-
throw may bLe the consequence - such accidents haviig hap eaned to your humble
servant, when too deeply engaged in his own meditations, during the process
of rocking; you may imagine their effect ! There is also a box and bpasket for
you, ornamented with porcurine guills by our'Indiaas; and of the neate.t pat-
terns I could find.Such boxes are now much more scarce than formerly, in con-
sequence of the destruction of the porcu;ine, If Lhe large bo: be useless to
you in its present forn, you m~, remove the top, and use it =s « table a-t,
for holding any ornament, a purpose for which they are ofteon eanloyed ( they
wont do tc put hot dishes on ) You +ill also find a head of Iadian corn, the

product of oir Jarden last summer, I wish I co 1d sead it creen that you might
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taste that American luxury. I also take the liberty of enclosing a parcel of
stones to Mr Rose, which you will much oblige by sending, I have filled up the
box with a kind of wild everlasting flower, You must write me on receiving this
as I shall feel anxious to hear of its s-fe arrival. Its an inducement to which.
I hereby give the choice of the boxes, as well aé this letter, of course far tie
more valuable, to whoever first answers it, Ths summer has been gliding away
very quietly with me, most of ny time has been occupied by my business, but in
spare hours I have been variously employed, gatiering and preserving minerals
or insects or wild flowers, ani of the latter I hzd before no idea that we had
s0 rany or so beautiful; or collecting a few mosses to send with your birds J
next summer, which birds are now flyin: no one knows where ? I have also taken
a few sketches aad tried to finish them with ink, which I aow like very much as
& drawing material., I would advi e you to use it rather than or instead of penci
I have of course been readin a4 by wsy of relaxation from dryer studles, some
odd subjects, A few days ago I gl-uced throu i two or three books for the use
of young ladies, entitled " Guiles wo Etiquette " and found in them some am-
using things. Among other subjects I was much pleased by aan attack on waltzing
which I hope will soocn go out of fashion, I f writing against it however could
have any effect, what Iyron has said of it, wo.ld long ago have annihilated it.
I have also becn reading " Baraaby Rudge ", althoush I have lost the first part
of it., There is a beautiful little sketch both in words and a woodcut, when
Barnaby talks of the gold among the sunset clouds, I caa fancy you and I reading
and adziring it together, and th=t makes me like it all the more,

I am afraid I am a sad hand for writing silly letters, for I fill up
my paper before I well know what I am going to say, you will however I know

give me the credit of at least meaiing to do well.

Your affectionate friend

J. W, Dawson,
Sdinbur.h November 1lst, 1841.

Dear Friend:

I have loag wi-hed to write to you, but previous intention and
the dread of commencing so ardu>us a task has rirevented ue., Ve hrve a few hours
since received your kind presents safe and sound. rat.er and Mother desire me
to return you their very best thanks for the rocking chair, they are quite de-
lighte with it, so arc !larion and I it has been occupied by one or other of u
since its arrival, acce t also of the since e thanks of Marion and myself for

the boxes, sou must not think that selfish motives induce me to write to you,
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both being in my opinion equally beautiful, and therefore a métter of indiff-
erence to me which I get. Mother prizes her Indian corn head highly, the more
80 when she learned it had been grown in your garden - it is the first aay of
us has seen with the leaves around it.

Father has just come into dinner, and desires me to write the followig
sentence to you - " Yours of the 29th, came duly to haad , and also your father
of the 3oth, of the sane month favored by Mr Logan,who we had not the pleasure
of seeing.. much gratitude for the kindness and assistance he nad received from
you, Remember me to your father and mother, tell them they estimate much too

highly little attentions received by you while in Edinburgh. "

M.A. M. clerk for G, Mercer,

You say the summer has been gliding away quietly with you, for me, it has been
quite the oprposite, since the month of June, I have speant most of my time in
taavelling through part of my dear native land, the more I see of it the more.
regret you did not pass the sunter in Scotland and visit some of those justly
celebrated places, which before you left I had read and heard of, but had form=-
ed no correct idea of their beauty and grandeur,

My first tour was to tne west of Scotland, Glasgow was our first stage
.at which place we remained for a day or two, I had never tefore been at any
large toﬁn excert Edinburgh, ani having he-rd so much of its superiorority I
wzs astonished to find so many handsome streets and shors out on it. We visited
several of the largest cotton mills a..d other places of interest., Ve sailed
down the Clyde to Gre-noch, from there by Loch Loush to Loch Gailhead passed °
a wild and beautiful tract of country that btroight -. to Loch Fine, on theopp-
osite side of which is situzted the beautiful little village of Inverary, the
combined circumstances of our aprroach to it has made aa indelible impression
on my meirc oy, We crossed to it just as the last rays of the s-tting sun was
casting a ricn goldea hue on all objects around us. The houses near the water
ware beautifully mirrored in its caln bosom. A little pier around which were
fastened dozens of fishermans boats, the fi:chermen busily employed on shore in
preparing for their next days labours. Aad on The pier several officers and
gents iaiting to have a look at the new arrivals, Altogether it looked more
like a sceae I would have met with on the continent than oie so near Edin., but
I must not enter iato details so fully, else I shall have to write you a quire
instead of a sheet of paper. :
: Marion has written you a discrintion of the jaiat I had in company with

her,~since our return, Ve have be~n to Stirling and the Bridge of Allan for a

M'




few weeks, this jaunt was quite uneXpeéted.
I have again commenced to practise my music under the superintenda.
of Mr Napier - 1t is vos-ible I shall not attend aany other classes this winte:’
_Having heard you express great dislike for crossed letters, I must
stop. Oh Mr Dawson, if you only knew how the blood jushes to ay face, when I
think you will probably receive and read this enostle, and how much I feel im
clined tb stuff it in the fire, which duty , I hope you will preform, the mom
ent you read it ... you would surely pity me !
Allow me again to re'eat our united tﬁanks for your presents

and believe me to remain.
yours sincerely

Margaret A.Y,Mercer,
Pictou November 29th, 184

Dear Margaret

I was exceedongly delighted 1y the receipt of your letter, both
on account of 1its contents and because it is an evideuce that you reunember
your promise of corresponding which I at least have not forgotten. You appear
to have spent the greater vart of the summer in travelling, anl must now have
a far higher opinion of Scotland t:ian you ever had before, lakes and woods and
rocks are beautiful objects in all countries, aad in few perhaps tian in yours:.
I can follow you only in imagination, bat that is after all the easiest mode
of travelling. Wwith Glasgow, I am sure you woi1ld be :'leased, it is a beautiful
city but devending for its im-osiag a vearance on a situation and arrangement
altogether the oprosite of tiose of Edina, With the feelings to which you refer
in the conclusion of your 1 ttcr I can sympathi e becau e I have felt the same,
How know you but st this moment I may; and indeed I should but that I am sure
you are well acquointed with my little vanities and weaknesses and will place
upon what I say a good cbnstruction. I cannot pity such feeliags for prorerly
exercised they are good and aimiable -Ti ey preserve from evil, and are the o:;p=-
osite of that conceited self confidence which of 211 proyensities is the most
odious,Sucn feelings have been experienced by the best -nd grectest men, and
women too, in doing aad writin_ thiags Worthy of 211 praise and honour, and
far more frequently than v-aity, are the companious of real excellence. But for
me you ne~d not fear, for I am not fond of _icking faults, espccialiy in what
pleases me, an? if 1 were, perhars you would be the more ac:te critic of the
two, else why does that organ of eventuclity rroject so fully in the centre of
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your forehead. But if I were mischieviously inclined I might quarrel with the
very thoughts in which you deprecate criticism; for it is when we write to
the dull and unthinking that there is most need of care and precision, and thus
I might construe them into an opinion anything but complimeatary to me, If I
were at this moment writing to a stu;id person, I dare not write as I o, I
would be afraid of being misunderstood, and of all sort of quibbles being raised
at me, But in writing to you I know that if there be much that is insipid you
will treat it indulgently, and if there be anything well said it will receive
new lustre from the thoughts with which your mind will surround it. ‘
Winter is now approaching with its cold and snow, and we hzve every pro=-
spect of soon hearing thowe most pleasant sounds of our winter the merry jing-
ling of sleigh-bells -, and warm firesides now recind me of yours last winter
and a little regret may miagle with.the recollection, for tlis winter I cannot
enjoy the society which is there,but other friends are here, and since both
cznnot be in one place I must be conteat., Your mother used to say that I would
fe¥l more lonely at home t.an before - as far as mere feelings are concerned
perhaps she was right, if sne tnought I might enjoy the societ; of other ladies
she was wrong for as far as regards the society of my equals in age, I am from
choice as lonely as before. A few days ago in walking through the town, I heard
the tones of 2 riano from an oren window, in a strain that seemed very familiar
to me - Listening for a2 moment, I recollected that it was something which I had
often heard last winter, nothing very grand either, but only one of those lescons
whieh Mr Napier used to accomrany with his ! ' As I walked on,I thought
that music wes a rleasant thing, and then I thought of three or four houses
where I might hear as much as I chose and be a welcome visator, But then it app-
eared irksome to lesve my ovwn fireside and associote with peopl# whom I cared
little, and I concluded it would be better to stay at home and less trouble and
read natural history or anything else. That reminds me oftelling you before my
paper is spent, that I have commenced reading some lectures on minerals, to a
kiund of Mechanics Institute or Literesry Society as they call it_here - at whose
meetings I have often before read pape.s, I do not know whether they care much
for the subject, but that is of little consequence as the principal benefit is
to me in prevering them., I hed hovever a good audiecnce, aaiocag others a very re-
spectable assortment of young ladies,
To you I must give my sincere thanks for your letter, I wish I could
write an answer more worthy of it, With the wish and you will believe it a sin=-
cere one, that all good and har;iness may be with you and yours.

Yours affectionately Ji oW Dewae
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Dear Friend:

Your letter d ted 29th. HNovember wos duly received, Mr Crerar ‘was
kind enough to deliver prrsonally the parcel you entriuste! to him, he called
upon us two or three tives - You mention he is a 00d s ecimen of a Jova 3Scotian

-~ Yyou are right in one mopect, he is a good specimen but not of Nova Scoti::,
Scotland has the nonor of being his birth plrce, so I understand,Pardon this
strong languasge , patriotism you know is fully developed in my craaium., He has
kindly offered to conve; this letter to you, I have eantrusted him with a verbal’
communication to you w'ich I am not permitted to rite. iive :otrer's kind regard
to your mother aund tell her she wzs a:ch gratified ty receiving a letter from
her, but she must excuse her from answering it as she almost never writes, -J ?

Mother nas reacd Zushes booll you z2:t her, aund wondered after she had done so

how she had pctience to finish it, I cannot 32y 50 of the magazines _ou sent
Marion and I. We retura ycu our siicere thanks for tnem, I read them after sup-

per, the only tiwme I have for li Lt reading, -> they offer me amusement for a

long time. Did you re d " Self Dovotion " ? I tuiih it is one of the most in-
teresting stories I nave ever read ,... As for me, I may safely suy, there has
been very little of my time this winter boea speat in idleness - I have now the
charge of the housekee 1ug departnent., ''r Napier continuecs to be a regular visi-
tor at Jo, € - and teside: -1l tiis I a: stud.in_, gerography, history and gram-
mar, under the tuition of Mr Brown ( Domiaic ) at who-e ouse I an a regular
visitor every evening at half p st five, no teédrinking, no parties = no walks
home have I time for.

When travelling atout last ~ummer, I collected a number of whin and
broom pods, to send you the peas, in choosing the ri est, I had gathered 2 num=-
ber of empty ones, and did not discover m, mistake untill now when it is too
late to get any more, I shall, however, send yau w:it I have: I hope some of
them may germinate,

You will probta.ly be survrised to learn , that Mr Gregg, your favorite
is dead; he was four or five months confined to bed, he died of disease in the
windpipe, Foor fellow ! he was no fovorite of mine whea in health, but after he
was laid on the bed of sickness, I coild not help t-kiug a deep interest ia him,
he had not a relation ian 3din, to attend uim, aid w2z reaoved from his lodgings
to Minto House Hos ital, beside our mecting ilouse, he told mother lLie tlioight he

_was dying., Mr Mitchell hss been ill and still h»s 2 very bcd cough, I fear he is

in a consumption.
You must excuse my crossing a wee bit of this letter to -end you the




11

various compliments and respects of Mother aud Father, Mr a.ud Mrs Cleghorn,
Mr and Mrs Bell and Marion, Our farily are 21l in the enjoyment of very good
health and I trust when you write me you will have it in your rower to send me
the same pleasant intelligence,

I had almost forgot to take notice of your havin become lecturer; do
You intend priati.g these . if you do, I beg to remind you of your promise to
send me a copy - But sertously s eaking, ow have you got on. I commenced this
letter on a large shect of paper but I thoight I wo:ld never find enough mater-
ial to f£ill it up, so laid it aside, and coumenced »n t is oae, and now I am
too lazy to traascribe it and have to cross it ! so y u must tzke this as ex-
cuse for

Your Friend

Margaret Ann Mercer,

Pictou March 31th.
1342,
Dear Margaret;
It i now four months since I have received a letter from you,
Though I have thus no*hing to which to reply, I hove cormenced a letter merely

Y

because I have tine to write and feel very nuch incline’® to 3o so - Letter
writing however like arguiag is but a dull affeair "it'oit sousething to answer

If then this epistle be very dry aand uainterestin:, you must scy that it is
because I have nothing from you to inspire me with more lively ideas.

Vie have had a very extrasrdinary wianter, combining all the extremes of
our winter and yours, New Ye:sr's day was our coldest, so cold th-t when I att-
empted to take a walk I found the wind too keen for ae - contrasted with this
we had ‘wecks of comoaratively wnr: and wet weather, much -s you have in Nov~-
ember,

The failur- of the shir and timber trade and consequent searcity of
money, made last winter a rather dull one ~m>ng the s~rer sort of peorle here,
For in this couintry where there few who have independant fortunes, the rule is
that when businecs is brisk people are very extrgiagant, but when bad times
come they are force’® to be saving. For thrce or four ye:rs, tiiere has been an
uncommon rage for svec.ilation amnag our go>d folks, Baiks iere esta'lished,and
almost everyone could get credit, Everybody commenced building shi;z, and was
certain to »~ke a fortuile. This year tlie tide hos turaed, and they are all half
ruined. Mr Crerar wiho brought you my little parcel, is one who h:s been decei-
ved in this way; 2ad as he hos aot beea long in business, and caniot have made

much, I fear that he will fiad it a -erio:s affair. In conseqieace of all this

M
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there have been very few parties or balls and all that sort of thiag during the
winter, For my part I have not spent one .veping Tr m ' -me for the last six
months ( except at Society meetings ) This however is nothing very unuasual with
bt By way of public amusenent we have h-d a nice little concert ( a novelty )

in Pictou ) given by a family of respectable musical taleant, who by the death of

their father were reduced to ratner ooor circumstaices, On New Years day we were

also to have hai = display of fireworks in honmour of the " Queens Boy Baby " as

the Yénkee papers call him; but the day was tod cold for anything except sitting

by the fire, and though the firewvorks were afterwards exhibited on the ice on

the hartbtour mény of them had been injured by keeping. iiaving thus narrated some _J
of the most important events of our town, I will descend from these important
matters of history to some of my own versonal affairs., I have got a staid aad
case to hold some birds for yo. aad Marion, and have been fitting them up with
some of our beautiful mos es an! licﬁens. I have alrecdy obtained a few winter
birds, and as our sprin-: ones zre beginning to arrive, I hope to have the pleas-
ure of sending you early next suuamer, = few chorice speciaens of our natural pro-
ductions. I hope the winds aad waves will permit them to re~ch you safely. =

From you or Marion I hope to h ve a letter soon, aad if .you can form
any idea of the pleasure which hearing good news from you affords me, you will
not deny it. Write anything or everything thot you have been hearing seeing think
ing or doing, and be assured fhat 211l will be interesting to nme,

Ve are all well, aid have been so during the winter - though I have not
engaged in many oprortunities of improvemeat as lest winter, I tihink that I have
acquired some information, aad an at least a little wiser and better than I was
six months ago. Give my kindest respects to your fatier aid mother a:d all your
other relatives, and may I soon leara that you have al. been well aad happy since
I last heard from you - My father and mother also cead their best wishes for -you,.

On looking over my letter, I think I shoild anologize for troubling you

with so uninteresting & scrawl - .aving written it, however, it mist zo, I shall
probably not write agcin till I send the birds in June, before wvhich time grant
me the hap iness of heariag from you,
A Yours Affectionately.
J.\.Dawson,

B.S.
Findinz that I have left too little room for folding thie letter without a

cover, I may fill up this s rce - reading some time ago a1 article on the Holly

I found it mentioned that only the leaves on tle lower branches were armed with
spines, because ti..; only are liable to be injured by cattle and other animals -
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I recollected that last winter we noticed this peculiarity in an old holly at
Craig Millar and speculated uvon its use, Southey expresses it very neatly.

"Its glossy leaves :
ordered by an intelligence so wise
As might confound an athiests sophistries
Below, a circling fence its leaves are seen
dinkled and keen,
No grazing cattle through their rrickly:zsword-
Can reach to wound,
But as they grow where nothing is to fear
Smooth and unmarred the pointless leaves appear "
Thus many circumstances awakea nleasant reme.brances of our excursions and con-
versations, with which I m~y perhaps sonetime or other fill uv an e.istle alto-

gether,

Pictou May 30th. 1842,

Dear Margaret:
when I last wrote to you, I ecxpected that my next letter would
have been sent by the Isabellaj;but thet old ship has finished her last voyage,
and my parcels must wcit for another conveyance, She became entanzled in fields
of ice after entering the Gulf of 5t Lawreuce, aid haviang drifted in this sit-
uation for some time was wrecked on the north voint of Cape Breton, The crew and
passengers succeeded in lan'iang safely, an'! most of the carge would probably also
have been saved, had not the settlers on the coast ( Irishmen and Highlanders )
broken open and plundered everything they could obtain from the wrfeck. Mr Creror
finding that he could save little of lLis goods, cnme here as soon as possible, an
handed me your letter for which I must sincerely thank you. He said he was much
indebted to your family for their hospitality to him.. lie gave me at least a hint
of the intelligence to which you refer, it affords me much pleasure, because I
" trust that it will be an eveat productive of hapriness to those most interested.
There is something melancholy in it too for it is a beginaning of change in your
household, and makes me tiink of the possibility of my revisiting Edinburgh;and
finding all things different from wh-rt they were, As a set off to this hnoweyer,
your mother used to say that s'.e must h-ove some of her daughters to take gare of
her in her old ate, and you bein_: nromoted t> tn:t office may not have flowm away
for some time to come,. I hovne that as soon a: the approaching change is passed
you will write me a full 2nd partictular account of it. In the meantime £ shall
say no ﬁore uron this subject, till I obtain more accurate information,
Your mother's remark on Bush's book is exactly what I expecfed. It is

good hovever to see all the sides of a 11estida. 1 ap panpy that you were pleased

/
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with the magazines, I may send a few more if I can find any one to carry them,

I thank you for the secds enclosed in y» ur letter, Ve have here few of the
evergreens which adorn your gardens and fields in winter, and I should feel
very much pleased if I could naturalize the broom or whin in Nova Scotia, I'm
afraid however that our winter frosts are too severe even for tie hardy whin.
When the broom is cultivated here, it req:'ires to be covered with strew and
matting all winter, I shall however bestow on these seeds as cczreful cultivat-
lon as possible both for your sake aad their owvn., I soved the whin seeds at our
farm, on the ueen's bvirtiday, and heving taken my gun with me was so fort-
unate as to obtain, the same evening, three of our mo.t beaitiful birds, which : 3
I have stuffed and nlaced 1;on a pretty little moss tree, which I hore may one
day find a place on your draving room table; and with viieh I intend to send :n
account of the lives and habits of the birds which I huve placed upon it, so
that you may know their histdry and charecter as well as see their forms and

colours,
You mention my lectures, t.cy zre bit occz ional contratutions to the

conmon stock of our little society; and with resrect to as_iring to authorship
, that is an undertaking, invslving much labour and considerotion, and one for
which I am not prerared; es ecially as I know nothin_; respectins wiiich I could
publish anything worth reading. Don't fesr btat that if anything so important
should happen, you would be the very first person to iliear of it,

I have teen lately eangaged in a trade which ma; aiuse you, an American
ship lately brought here several tons of .est Indian conchs, suci as those on
your mothers mantelpriece. A boat load about 9 or ten tons wes brought to my
fether's wharf for sale, but the boys crowded into it in such numbers that more
were stolen then sold; this induced the owner to offer them in a lot, and father
thinking that they would make go->d lime for his faru, purcha.ed the cargo, and
they were thrown into his store. Feorle were so aiaxious to obtain them for orn-
aments, thet we were obliged to -~ell many of them - I believe that in two or
three days we retailed fo:r or five hundred shells at a penny each. .e have
still some thousands, most of them, however much broken, I do not know if these
shells are scarce in Britain but if it would be worthwhile I could send you a
handfull of pretty good ones - I wish y>u could se> the pile of theu, enough
to £i11 a dozen of large carts and all of one kind and nearly the same size -
They were origanally gathered in one of tne we-t India Islonds, to be shipped
to the U.S.A. for be ground or crushed to menire the lond,

And now tnat my vaper is atout writtea over, I should like to tell you
how often I think of you and the kind friends in Edin, and how much better I

f
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should like to be walking and talking with you in the meadow, or the Hermitage
or anywhere , than writin_ you a letter, and now providiag it is that that large
iarge puddle the Atlantic sihould prevent ane from visiting you whenever I like;
and how hapnoy IAam to hear that you are well, and a hundred other suach things
and all that crowd of thoughts and feelings which forms the harny misery of
thinking of those we love when they are f-r distait rushes uvon my mind and it
is impossible to write them, .ith sincere wiches for ti.e health and happiness of
you and all your rel-tions, I therefore for the vrecgent bid you most affection-

ately farewell. J.. W, D awsoh

Pictou Jine 15th,
1342, .

eeceeewes.oly unlucky orinion 2bout cros ed letters seems never to- be
forgotten; never imogine thet it avslies to yours, If your letters were crossed
over in every direction I should 'be all the better pleased, if I could read them
at all - Yours may be cro- e for = other reason, they are beantifully written /
and easily legible, whereas miae are such miseratle pieces of penmaaship that.
they can scarcecly te recd when not cros-ed, :

Your time seems to be fully occupled ani I ~u pose tnat now you will have
much more to do than fermerly, you used to accuse me of wasting your time with
talking, and now vhen you will be nearly as bisy as I aa, ualess you find other
time wasters, you may have more srarc woments than you think for if you have
any useless ones, employ them in writing a few stray thoushts upon a riece of
paper, and send a bundl: of them occasionally to me, I will undertcke to repay
at least in equal quantity. :

My employmeats during the srring hive been very coumonplaco, selling
books and se2ds, with occasional gardening and very little readiag or mentai im-
provement of any kind, XMr C, talks of visitin: Scotlaad to rurchase more goods,
I envy him the pleasure of again -eeing you and Edinburgh, but I must be content

and bide my time,

Pictou “Jduly  the 18le,

Dear Hzrgeret
I have now the plecsure of ~ending you and iicrion ¢ few
stuffed birds, which I ho:re you will accept as tokens of my remcabrance and grat-

itude. I hcove packeu thes 2s securely as possitvle, aand hope that they will reach

you in safety, If they should be in any way injured, be sure to inform me of it,

If
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that may repair the damage, or direct you how to do so. I have plzced your birds

upon a stand made of Hove=3cotia maple, you mgst take out some of the screws and
cut the twine with which it is fastened,before removing it. +wo of the birds are
packed in cotton in a little box and basket. One ( the humming-bird ) must h:ve
the wire attached to itc tail inserted in a little hole at the top of the tree (
marked by a wooden rin ) so that its bill m-y be turned inwards over the tree.
. The other must have it tail wire inserted in znother hole in the side ( also max
1§€5 %y a pin ) so that its head may hong down., The but erflies and moths may
be placed any where you choose on your stand or in Marions case. ‘/hen you place
the shade over it, put in a few'pieces of camphor to rrevent the attacks of in-
sects. You will find a riece of riblon beneath one side of your stand, by which
yoscan pull out a card on which the names of your birds are marked., I may now
give you ¢ few hints respecting the h-bits and character of your guests,

No, 1 is the Hummin_-bird, with its ruby throat and emerald tack . How I
wish that you could see its swift and fairy-like movements as it darts from flow-
er to flower, balancing itself on humming wings before each, and seising the min-
ute insects which form its food; then sud enly wing to a tree top and sitting.
for an instant to rlume itself and lo>k zround., When the fruit trees are covered
with thelr sweet sceited blos oms, is the time of the humming-birds harvest, and
many may then be seen in almost an)y orchard, In such a place I shot the one now
sent, and I can asure ,ou that, hardened as I am in bird killing, when I saw the
poor fellow lie bBleedins among the grass, I felt as if I had been guilty of a
very bad action, :

No, 2. The black carred Fly-catcher, is one of those little birds which
spend their lives in hunting flies and otier insects, it is an active little bird
and when flitting about among the leaves has a ver, showy aprearance,

No, 3. the yellow throat, is a very retiring bird, preferring close thick-
ets and only now and then ascending to the tor of a bush to utter its little cry.
It also is a feeder on insects.

No, 4, The Redstart, which I have attempted to rlace in the act of‘flying,
is a flycatcher, and has a loud and sweet, though not very varied song. The one
sent is a male, the female is quite dull in colour,

No, 5. The yellow crowned warbler, oale of the earliest of his family in
mating in the spring. I shot him as he was alternately dashing off ia .ursuit J
of flies, and returning to his rerch on & spruce tree, to sing his vernal love
song - little anticinating th-t, instead of raisiaz his brood in Novu Scotia, he
should be sent off in his prese:t coadition to Britain, s> that he vrrovides oae -
of the many iastances of t.c uncertainty of ecrthly prospects, I hav: atten ted
to place him in the attitude of s ringing from his verch.
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Lowest in the scale is a bird whose thick short bill shows him to be a veg

etable feeler. He is the purple finch, or red linaet. His food consists of

buds grains aad fruits; ani 2lthough he sometimes stri.s the buds fro our
trees, he atoine- for hiis sins in this way by a song more loud and sweet than that
of almost any other of our birds. I caanot give ou tiie names of the mosses and
lichens at the bas: of your tree, but the; iiclude souae of our rrettiest sorts.

My birds may afford on#» more lescson, pleassia, =t least to me, that as bird

of passage return every ye r to their native land, so absent friends may
mect again, I may conclu’e wit! the 10t sincere good wiches and res;ects for you
and all my other friends in IZdiaburzh 2ad its neishbourho»sd.

Yours affectioiantely
J.VW.Dawson
P,S, Yost of your broom an’' whin seeds have grown and produced flourishing

plants, I have sent you a few more mnz2zlnes,

Zdinburgr 1étn, July 1342,

1y

Mr Bell ( brother in law to Margaret ) to J.W, Dawson.
Dear S5ir,

My Fatiier in law being waich engaged, has rejiested me to
write you a few lines to express hic jsreat regret 'n the error of aszkinz payment
of an account wiich was previouasly paid............. s etel

All the faaily 2t .inimill Street are well, (iiss !arion having been joined
in the banis of matrimony with Mr Ge>rge Frimrose, Mr P, is a manifacturer
of hair and hair cloth, aand is a very excellent yoing man - the connection
is every way lilely to prove a harpy one = Mrs Cleghorn was scfely delivere:
of a daughter and both are continuing to do ver, well, There is little else
to communicate thct I remember, Mrs Tell witn the fa il aad Col., Mathevison
are qiite well, !Miss Mercer requests me to acknowledge & receipt of your
letter of 30th, of May, aad t> say that she inteided to write & slip to be
rut into this letter biut was called to go t5 t e coaartry and could noe
overtake it. ;
I have an engageneat weiting ae in a few ninutes wiich compels me
to ¢loze and wishing you and your 'oreats health and every comfort.

Yours truly
Peter Bell,

( Yrs Bell, !rs Cleghorn and Mrs Primr,-e 2l. sisters of M~orgaret.
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Fictou August 16, 1842.

Dear Margaret -
I received by last packet a letter from Mr Bell, inforuing me
of Marions marriége, and of other things intere ting to me., He also informs
me that you intended to write a slip to put in his letter - I hope that you will
soon write a long letter instead. I heve beea travelling a little more than
usual since I last wrote, about four weeks ago I weat to Prince Edward Is, one
of tne most beautiful countries, in the British Provinces, and portictularly
remarxatle for its woods being more like those of British parks than any others
I have seen, On returning from this I accompanied a picaic party to Carribou
Harbour, near :ictou, my object however was to collect shells and fossils, and
as soon as we landed from the -teamboat, I left the rarty aad maaaged to do
L or 5 miles of walking aloa_; ti.e coast, at the exyense of being called unsocial
By some of tle ladies; perh- s if yo>u had been there I might have done other=-
wise, unless you would go shell collecting too; however I did aot say so to thenm
and, to sreak the truth, tiere w re¢ pleaty of lodies pretty to look at, and
pleasant to spezk to., In & lew days aftervards, Mf Lyell the geologist and his
wife, who have been travelling over the States, arrived in Pictou, After show-
ing him some of our most intere ting places near Pictou, I went with him at his
own request, to some other parts of the province, and enjoyed a weeks very plea-
sant and instructive travelling, partictularly oh the river Shulten a cadie
where we booted along at the foot of the cliffs, 150 fect high, aad on a river
where tides rise 40 feet, and rash up and down like a mill race. The white
gypsum cliffs crowned with beautiful greea woods, and bounded by darker sand-
stone rocks, form some of the most beautiful river scenery thct I have ever seen
Its geological interest w=2s also very great. :
“e hz2ve all be n well, and have h:d a reancrkicbly fine sunmer, warmer
than any for at least 13 years past - Amo17 my other employments for spare
time I have been writing one or two articles for a Halifax newspraper, a copy
of which, if I can vrocure it, I will send you, The& are terribly spoiled in
some places by mistakes in printing.
I hope that before this reaches you, you will have received my box in
safety, Marion's or Mrs Irimroses you will now have to send a little farther
than I exvected when I prepare! it, but you can easily mana;e that. If they
do not arrive scfely, be sure to inform me of the extent of the damage, and

above all write to me as soon as they arrive, I am beginniqg to long very much
for a letter from you, 2ad although I kuow thot you will 13kely B, very vusy

0
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I hope that you will take a little time to give me the vlea-ure of receiving one.
Give my best wishes to all your family and as-ure them of my constant }

remembrance of their kindness to me, -

Yours affectionately

J. V., Dawson.

adinburgh August 31st., 1342.

Dear friend: ‘

The box with the tirds has been brought to VWindmill street in perfect
safety, not the clig.utest i.jury hcs hao enei to any of them, they are exceed- L-J
ingly beautiful - I am partictulorl; delighted vith my little humming - bird,
I admire the natural lookin; attitudes you have zive: the: and tasteful manner
in which they are rlaced - I hirve “or some time been aaticipating with pleasure
their arrival cnd have enjoyed it to the full, Mother and father h-ve been at
the country for a few weeks, cu! I hive teen down with Marion, when I cane home
I found your letter lying for father, I knew t'~ writin:- aal took the liberty
of openiang it, I was 211 iuapatience till the box crrived, when it did, I was
astonished to find you had seat me so many, you h-ve forgotten the bargain, you
were to have seit me one or two at most. I caa never sufficiently thank you for
your kindness - “iey must h-ve cost you an immen e dezl of trou:le before you
got them shot, stuffed, placed - packed, which was s curely a:! beautifully done,
not one which appearei to have noved from their pl-ce « ere y>1i had pat it;
Having carried out your dir-ctis>ns 2ad read the .istory of tlie birds, my cur-
iosity was gratified tliei returned t.~t meloacholy thought which is so seldom

1

absent from my mind, but vich the exciteient of tne time ha ' vanished, that
my sister, my companion from infaacy, was not here beside me t> shore uy joy

and I wert as I oftea do weep, when thoug.ut returns that she hcs left me for-

ever = too oftea do I eadilge in that selfisi. —orrow, why sould I ? when I know
that s''e is harrier, but it i- the great -t lo s I have ever sustained ........
But you know I love her much so pray e€xcise me. She will herself thank you for
your kind preseat. The mo:.es and licliens you have place 1 on the stand are
vesy pretty, they far sur:ass any that we have in this country, I am ashaned

to own that I know more of the habits of your birds, tioa our ovn = the butt‘L-
flies and moths ore very lovely, one du ky lookin, fello with a tright s ot

on either wing took my fancy, so I have acprovrizted it for myself, it looks

as 1f the gold were nut on crtificially.

I have got my srour of wr: flowers neorly co.vleted, motier talks of

-

giving me a lor.er shode for them, if she docs, she iz going to getl =2 maple
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wood stand for it, to correspond to that of the birds,

You1 exrress ia your letter tiat I would write yoi1 a ful -~ccount of the
merriage, but I presume by now you h:ve alrezdy got it from 4r Bell...... Our
visators have inow left 2.d I am alone with my mother, who is itting at her fovor
ite ammusement re:di.; the vorers, while I am iritin. t> you. [other is well and
jaunting aboit as uuch as ever.

The conchs you so kindly offered to send us are not very valuable here,,
I fancy.the cerriage would co.t nore than their value, w- are howvever much oblige -
by your attention., I w s takea rec-atly through tae sro.iad of 3ir David Milne,
in the centre of his bleachiag grec. there is an a.-tificial pond witht a jet of
water spouting up in tre midille, tle marsgin fantastically decorated .ith rocks
and conchs , water and cree ing rlants, it lsd really a lecutiful effect.

Ar Crerar '~> wrecked »>n his way houe, yet you meation that he talks of
coming again, his coura_e is s:rely great - he suid he w s fond of the sea, but
I thought this accident would heve frichteaed him, I think if I was in his sit-
uation no ezrthly considerztion woil:i ever tem:t me to enter aczin uron such a
voyage,

You will have seen by tio> Scots an t.ct tie Cattle show wes in Edin, this
summer, what a bustle there wa:- for a w e - Uindmill street llotel, as I daresay
you have heard us call our hnace w s well euployed - nine visitors - shoke down
in every corner of the houce, 14 on 2. avera_e for each meal, I w5 completely

worn out, ¥
T'here was a svlendiad rromearaie at Zwarrendea's vark near Bruntsfield

links, to which I wa= forced to go, _rectly against both my inclinction and ab-
11ity, I had got the length of the links , when I becane so sick, that I couald
scarceiy walk, =till however th:y ur.cd me on with them, t.e door of entrance
was completely blocked up with th- crovd, ano 3. whom I pretended to loose them,
and mede for home as fagt as rossible, got into bed, and :lept myself better be-
fore they return-d. ..rat with tne toil I h 4 =t Mrrioa's mrr-iz-e aid com~ony

we have hed since, I wes very .thin, but diring the time I was at Musselby I have
gained three rounds to my weigit, I hope I will ot incr cse much more, acs I

" would not like to be fat S

dothing is bein_ talked of iere ~t pre.eat, Tut t'e oxrected visit of the

Fueen, great rerarctious rre m-king for her rece tion both ot {lolyrood and at
the Duke of Deucleughs; s al: o throughout tlie wtole town., It i: not to be a
state visit a- Georce t.e fourth vas,still every demoastr:tion of loyalty in our
pover is to be showa her. «e cre to h ve r m Ificent obfire oa tie summit of
Arthurt's Seat for which they are at vpresent busily employed taking un ceoals = a
geaeralillizinotion etc. i eve,

{
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The next seatence I intendel a2s aa arolo. y for the carelecs man.er in which

this letter 1is composed, but as it is such a common thing for young ladies
to conclude with I forbear - I have written you tle first thoughts that came
into my head, without order correction or improvemeits - I wish you would give
me some instruction in this art in your next letter - If you take t.c trouble of
doing so fear not that I shall be offended at auy plaii remerks - I now regret
very much tHat fal-e rri‘e vhich rrevente me from s.iouwiag you my composition
, when beside me, I might hcve been sreatly beanefited y yo:r advice. I must
allude to a sentence in one of your letters, you szy that my letters are beauti-
fully written, is this inteade’ £s a compliment ? recall to your recollection 7
a remark yo have made to me when here - thcot good writiag was tne siga of a
little mind ! I ar not given to car ing or criticisiug much, but I could not
help smiling as I read it, I kaew you did not a; rly it in such a zence to me
although ha? you been honest _ou would,

The weather here this -1.mer has teel most delightful, we haw had bright
blue skies, such as <ven lfictou mig .t have boactel of.

My sister Jane's children are in Fortobello, and the rest of the family
are inthe enjoyment of excellent health.,. . but mother is wearing for her tea,

so I must bid you adieu for tne :resent,.

liargaret A, Y. Mercer,

Pictou November 1éth, 1342.

Dear M-r_rret,

The barque Seéostris being atout to szil heace to Glesgow, I in-
tend to send you a s.all parcel of American magaziies, which I hone you will
favour me by accerting., I will also send a palr of mocasins or Indian shoes, made
of the skin of the moose decer, by the Indian women of Canada - though in no way
to be compared with the slippers wkich you presented me, and which I vélue more
than any precsent I ever received, they may be new to you - they are sometimes
though not often, worn by ladies here as house slip ers ( Lady Falkland I be-
lieve set the example ). You may try then, and as they are durable articles
, I may perhans yet have the pleasure of seciag how they fit, I hope thet I may,

for this hove involves pleasant anticipation of variois kia's, amoag them that

times may mend, for at preseat tiey ar o bad theot it is scarcely safe to im-

port books or anything else in any larze qua.itity.

It has occured to me that , in writiang to you I should state more ex-
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Plicitly than I have done, the impressions which our intercourse has left on my
mind, and the feelings with which I in consequence regard you - The truth is, -
that you have excited i1 me an interest greater than I can feel in any other
person, and this not arising “ro: any chance or accidental iupression, but grad=-
~ually growing from a quaintance with you, and founded on my perceiving in you a
combination of qualities more a realle to me thaa any other which I have ever
found. Feeling therefore for you an arffection thi~ trong, and which is increa-
sed rather than diminished by the lensth of my abseance, I hope you will neither
Be surprised or offended at the declaration of it, although nade in circumstan=-
ces which I kiaow few wo .ld chonse for such a nur ose: and a- it must convince
you of the implicit confidence w.ich I renose in you, as well as of the favour- -J
_able witl. W ich I must roceive za i.itellisence from you, I hope that
it will in no wa; teaid to emboirrss our preseat co.rrespondence, nor to prevent '
us ( if we can be nothinz more ) from being zt least 25 good friends as foraerly.
These hores cre coanfir ed by .y reliance ia your ow. ool seace, and by my con-
fidence, ( without which I woulu aever hove writt this ) that whether my love
" be much or 1little valued by you, yoi will ac® regard it as eit.cr despicable or
unworthy.

Our aiatumn t'dis yeor has been unusuall; wet aid discgreable, Mother
cclls it a " Scotch vinter M aal! as in bad wezther, t ere ust be less hurry in
business, I have had some leisure for writia_ an’ for recding o .1 thought nce-
essary to writing - I have little else in the way of news to tell: but when I
look back uron aay past period, lzct su. er for exanple, I can think of a hun=-
dred new facts which I h ve lecrned :nd 2l.io t as many old notions which I have
found to be mistaten, in thio. e subjects which I hrve studied; a.d while this is
a cheering indication of increasing wisdom Yoth ii me =214 the world in geaeral,
it also shows that tiiere i, much to le-ra.

My kinde=t re- ects to al’ your frieids a.d relatioas. .rite to me soon.

With the sincere wish thot all peace vrosyerity aad hi- plnes: noy attead you,

A s most =° ion~tely g
I an yours most fectionntely Ty e s

Fictou lovamber 25th. 1342,
Jear arsaret;
Tefore you receive t.is, you will n.ve read and coasidered
my last letter. hzt I have tliere written I could have told you, and was often

dispozed to heve done so, before I left Sco>tl~ d, but -~itucted o5 I thea was,
a visitor vho mu-t very sos>1 de ort, I felt thnt it woild be ncither wise aor
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right. I was determined therefore, whatever effort it might cost, to soy noth-
ing then, low however the case is differeat, I c2n now hope that I may perhazs
at no very distaat tine, see you agaia, and a2t all events, f:elings which
might involve much of ha>riness or misery to j,ou as well as me, w:re not to

be lightlyterifled vwith,

I admit that in writing to you as I hnve done, I have no right %o ex-
pect any decisive auswer; like the a plicaits therefore at the aacient oracles,
I must be conteat with the resronse, whatever it may be, sincerely hoping
however that it m~y a>t b- 2ltosether inaus iclous.

Two eveiinss azo, 1 rec! o paper to oir society, on Fosil Remains, which -J
being 1l!ustrated by a number of large cdrzvinss of rocks, aid specimens of
fosil shells, retrified wood etc. pleased thes sufficieatly well.

Motiier hos racked upr ¢ few jers of preserves, made of fruit produced on
our owan foram jorien, aid 'lore: thot your motier will acce-t then. They will
be sent by the 3esortris,

Ioe kindest regards of my reits 13 myself to all your relztions,

and to _ourself dear Hargaret my most sincere good wishes,

J. W. ~2wson,

ticto: Uecember 26th. 1342,

Dear Margzaret;

I take the first ¢ ortuiity of renlyiag to your letter of Dec, 2nd,
I thank you for the promptitude aad decision of your aa-wer, which 1is so com-
plimentary that I ca.unot be offended, aid so juot a.d caandid thrt it makes me
only esteem you more highly, “hen viewed in t..c manier in which you regard
the subject, it is certainly the most r-tinnal answer which you could have
given, I did not expect however a decisively favouratle reply. Consideriag
the natur- of my declaration, and the circumstaices in which it was made, it
would have be~n ridiculous to have sipposed thet you would say " At your
service sir " a.d be re:dy to wander " oer land a:d se:s " at a momeits notice.
I am therefore not so much disc _ointed, as if I had entertained extravagant
exrectations; and am iandeed well jleused ti-t yo: have stated 5o explicitly
Your own views on the subject, and thus enalled mc clearly to uanderstaand both
my po=ition and yours; a “iandness for wiieh I cannot be sufficietly grateful,

I shall not therefore at rreseat say aaything more on the subject, but
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in one of his pavers - aad " all desolated lonely " hav- I wns.ed till the very
points of my fingers are ac iag.ltainters aad p- perhen ers have been my most fre-
quent companions for the last week. Je lLave 3>t the diaiigroom papered auad have
removed our sitting-roou to t.e suany side of the hou-e, alzo the nursery, alias
my room which 15 a decid-? im rovemeat, .ell zfter all, you lords of thne creation
are ratuer envialle a: otierwicze, you adort a husiness or rofession, cad ty giv-
ing due attention to it you becouie rroficient ‘ut womoa ! hurfies from one occ-
upation to another eldom gets alove mediocrity eve: in the com:onplace routine
of ordinary duties. I know th-* it i~ not inteaded e should ever eajoy that ex-

fentioBREaMBC Rty Oor ctrongth of ‘judgment wnich youido,: but still by better train-

ing we'mightisurely be made more fit companions for you., If din anviiifig We excell J
it 1z surely 1n the quickness of our percention, and in conversatiosn: for this
last we get little credit, it 'roves too Irequently ¢ source of crnnoyance." I

cannot help thinking thiat thoce who mcke & disrlay of their imperfections; zre
only angling for rraice " .ays Gray - You must not thiik this my motive when Iong
Judging from my own mind ~ad ob rvetion of others, I believe thot necrly helf
df voman's existaace i- ent -in o sortiof dreamy consiou:nesideas floating
through her mind witlo.t one being definately arraaged or followed out. But what
wos my .tarting roiat ? whitewashin ! a.d how h it led me into such a trzin
of thought as to make a comrarison betweea the mind of man and woman ? I had bet-
ter leave off tefore dirping too deep into @ subject to» obtruce for me to foliow

out, |
Our musiccl meeting wiicii I meti>ned, gave cgrect s ticfaction, we have

not finished our first course ~.d *e mecnaged to sing several pleces ia two or
three varts. The rrincip~l o. ject aime. at, is to e~able us to sing by sight, in-
dependant of any instrument, our progress siowed tihe efficccy of ti.is mode of
teaclhing,

I su poze you will nrve 5ot my letter sent by tais month's packet, This
is the first time I h-ve writtei to y> without h-ving one from you to aasver -
had you told me I would hrve done so, wi.en Jou were hwer, I would not have cred-
ited it, but letter writing is not aow s> irksome a task to me as it used to be,
Tne desk which you gave we hos rove: a very u eful gift, many a line andi letter
I have vwritten, whichk never would have bee: had I not h~d it -‘formerly the time
and trouble nceded to collect tie m-teri-ls neceszary for vritias too often ore=-
veited, bit now, I nove buat to o en my desk -nd eve:yt.ing requisite lies before
mes IEENETSEIDLEE I close ‘it, with the assurence that when I return LEShaiises nd
all things undisturbed and s-fe as I left them,

You will perhaps be surprised at the light hearted straia of this letter
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having lstely received such a doleful one, had I vritten according to the
general tone of my feelings it would have beean a dull one indeed, but I feel ny
svirits partictularly light tonight and I am glad of it. It vexes me when I think
about_having bothered yo:1 with 2llusions to my troutles, one can scercely help
writing in unison with the humor ‘hey are in at the time, lovever I hczve found
the go>d oldfashioned duties of domestic employuent a«a excellent remedy for di-
seases of the mind.

I hope you will find the seeds "ro erly ascorted, I got a few of the new-
est annuals to use u  the money.

. Mother and fether join me in seading kind re:aris to your pareats and

self, -
Yours very sincerely
Margaret A,Y.Mercer,

rictou Marech 21-t. 1343,

Dear Margaret,

when vriting to ryou, I hove often thoug.t how different might be
your circumstances aad feelings, wiiea the letter wos received, from mine when
it was written : - how ill suiteu what I wa writing, might be,to events which
mizht arise,.even while it wes voyaging over the Atldltic. This must h:ve been
the case with my letter sent by Mr Purves = when it was written, I had .aot heard
of the loss which your fazily had sustained, and wie. I afterwerds saw it ia the
Scotsman, I was sorry that I had writtea as I did, I need scarcely say thet,
that knowing s we do the herds.ivs of sicn trials, .e all most sincercly sym=-
pathise with you, partictularly with your fetiier and mother,

Your question resrecting my revisiting Scotlaad, I cea scarcely answer;
as it is probable, however, th-t I shall hcve to visit the United States, early
next summer, it co..not be very soon, It has, a= you know, been a dream of mine
fhat our fates might be connected, and although I knew well tuat its fulfilment
was improbable, and that I had much to do before it coild ever be nossible, and
therefore scarcely dared to ho e much with regard to it, taere can be no doubt
that my again seeing thie modern Athens, as well -s many more of my purooseéf
felt its influence.

Tﬁose hints which you so truly call mysterlous, are of course not very
intelligible to me, I think however that I can nartly understand them; and shell
feel anxious to learn in what wecy your urjcertainties are solved. In the meantime
I can only sey that you have mny most ecrnest [rayers thet whatever you decide
upoon, may work out for you nothing but good and ha priaess

Agreatly to your request, I have destroyed your letter of December iFe st
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though I think that doing so was altogether unnecessary, siace you have no reason
to be ashamed of the sentimeats it contained, or of the max.er in which they were
expressed, Tnis is ot le;~t my od>ininion, 2ad none of your letters were, or will
be, submitted by me t> the criticism of zay one else. The ma aer of your aaswer,
and the reasons assijzned for it, were in truth fitted only to make me esteem you
still more highly. The only taing which I could vwish to sce changed, w:s the
conclusion at which you had arrived, aa thi- you -5y you cre not yet disposed to
alter, I strongly sispect that some of my late eristles to you, are mucthL moré
worthy of being thrown into tie fire tliaa your cns er; aad there I suppose they
better be put, since like the scerifices of Jasls rrorhets, they have failed to
bring down a srark » turaliag flame.

e-evs+... I hove scorcely beon from home all winter, excert at a nlace
9 miles from :rictou to escist ia forming a temi erance society .... wishing you

all hapniness and tiust I weo» le to ronote it =

I am your veory offectionate friead

Je o s o

Edinb.r 1 April 1st, 1343,

Mj dear friend,

By the lcsc packet I wos aaxious to write to tiaak you for your
kind letters, aid to ifaform you of our n:ving received tie rreserves,also the
mocassins and magazines whic . you so kindly e.t to me - but was “reveated.
partly 'y the devre ced state of my s irits a.d partly by tie ho:» tuzt you
would write ty t.at months packet. I now tender our warmest thonks for them =~
this' 1= a common place phrase but believe it to be literally sincere. hElC U=
berries and cherries are [~rtictularly delicio s. it the mocassins I am quite
rleased, the Indiz s hove certrinly di--lcyed both ing 1:ity and neatness in
their vortmeashi: = I tried t en on aad th 'y fit well - .d feel very comfortable
being too dandy for every day wear, Il rrefer keeping them for ¢ drowingroom cur-
josity ond az an =dditionel remembrance of t.e doaor,

I presume sou have received tl.e letter conta’iing the meloncholy intel-
izence of my brothers decth, It brougit to my recollectinsn a wish that you ex~-
pressed " thst it might be lon: tefore I met wit: =y more erious .oreavement
thap thelrewtial Toss of Marion M This you wrote just alout the timeShertled,. ..
I1: his last letter he commualested nis intention of visiting us thls SPring,

. wnen we fondly hoped t.ot once more in his netive coiatry .... tiual he wo ild
be induced to re--in = ongst a3 - Tul un crut ble e the lecrees of “rovidence,

Tast qlEnt of t bt fonel yiear Syouripatcel

/r

 EEE———— .-,

My Crerar ~orivel in Edin, to
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was handed to me, I was at the tine busily e ployed fiii-.ias some pvart of our
mouranings, It was indeed a dull Hew Year for us. You mention how you spent your
tine on Christnas day, hov differently was my time sieat on that day, for the
first time in my life, I was attired in the sombre dress which I now wear, At
first I thoyi_ ht I woild be constaltly;melbnc;oly 2. long s I woére it, but I fin
it like all otner things - ouce habitunted to i1, you feel anite unconcerned..;.
I observe jyou still continue to contribute to the llovaScotian, is your

spare time devoted to t.e arraiging of so.e lounger work ? believe me to be int-

ersted,
You have severcl time: mentioned your iateation of revisiting 3cotlzad -
L may I ask wien you iatend doinz = 2?2 su _ozinz you were to core ani find us as
we are now, you would perceive a2 sreat differcace since your lazt visit, the

light conversatioas whicl. we usel t> eajoy so muc' ia the eveaings have aow tot-
ally eeased, whether: from waat of veople to chatter with I cannot tell, but 1
ratier think it is froa waut >0 inclination. iy duties are 1>w of a2 more resron-
sible nature, Mother is o very froeauently cwar from honme aad frther Lir s had
several severe billious att-cks tiis winter, so tist I aa hustled from oie occ-
upation to another witho t method or reji1lrrity, e-ides for sone time rast there
has been a net of difficilties weaving itself around me, and the more ecraestly
I struggle to be fre-d from it, tne more dee ly am 1 entangled in its meshes,
This 1s 3 mysterious way of writiag, but in a few month:, if s ared, I shell
either be free, or rdaced in such circunstances 2s will reader concecl.ent un-
nece sary.

This is my reason for asbing if you a;rin intead coning to 5entl d ? in
one sence I would dbe glad to mse y»su but in znother, I consider it wonld be pro-
ductivé of much misery to me. It is fer from my intention to dictate to any of
your arraagements = you will ever receive a heort, welcome here - I merely
thought a hint, or rather a uvish, th-t situ-ted as I am at preseat L would g

I dont know how to finish t'is senteace.... Had I eajoyed tac vrivilege of being

Fictou May 13th, 1843.

Dear Margaret,

I received youir letter ani also the p:ircel of seeds, which arrived
in good:itime and in good order, I thank you for both, and indeed am disposed to
to feel partictularly th-nikful when I consider tist you are involved in all the
horrors ofiltcl eaning up !

I too have of 1l-te been “ucy. In winter I hod rl-oaty of spare time for
reading,writins and other scientific awasements; put of late I hav had no time

S G —
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for anything of the kind. In rel~ting the memora le eveiats of my cuareer since
last letter, I mu-t n>t for_et the mo-t sur:risiic - I hav  in ti-t ti.e be:n at
one eveaing rorty, the very first I btelieve -ince I returned from Britain 31 I

went because I was asked in a m-aner which I coild 15t refuse, and the bad effect

of brecking over my rile, have since an _eared in my being obli_ed to decline othe
invitations, However , I must 2t vprescat, either “beadon ny good friends geology
andithesgther ' ologies ' or be content with a very small-portion of social crat-
ification.

Spring 1s now with us, anl we, who schrcely sec a grecn thing ( excent
rines and firs ) for six montis know how to apireciste it. Our pretty little
national erblem, the mayflouer has becn more thai us:ally abundaat this season;
and I have been ceverzl timez in the burnt barrens, and other places whera they

Brow, Sacherimaitiien,  liow T wish that 18 cenld shov you a bediiof: thiem' coviened vitt

their re-n leaves, ~nd tie l1it le viaky blos:ous ec ing ouat frou under .their
edge, onsithat it could send yo c. of theu rica with their delicate rerfume,
( I have given pleity of them to ladies whom I do not czre hclf so much for ) I

must ‘be contentwith sending a-little dried one,

I think you -re-tl.  unde volue thc importaic of tie d:ties of women. You
srveak of rrofeszionc; but i1: not tic bu~inez- ~f ministers and teccliers to reforn
and civilise miands that hove sro.a wild, bec-uce tie d.ties of others were care-

lessly or ignorantly rerfored; ~re 10t vhysicic s em;loyed in cobiling shattered

constitutions whose r:in is often 1i1e to motiers aad nurses, Aud are not lawyers -

and legislators al..ys busy in restrcining and »unichin: eriminals, who are so
from want in training in childhood,., The rofengion of beiag a good mother or sis-
ter or female rel-tive of o v k111, 1 of more im;ort-nce t.za tne whole of thenm
and reguiresytthough this is yet too little thought of, a more carefuliicducation :
Zstimating occu ations by the azount of h iness or ni-ery derendiag on thenm,
one good mother or m-iden cuat (MAuat iargaret" not exce ted ) is worth a whole
host of profes ional men., I know lLiowever th-t you 'er only thinking of tie more
inszigaificant occun~tions of 1 dies; yet wor: Jdc.cnds on triflec of that kind,
than upon m- 1; other things walch vwe are accustoaed to thialk great, aa 1 amo
sure that yoa are ton obouervoit not to be coavince® of this,

This time two years n:o I s about Yeaving Britain, now 1 am standing at
the little desk, in oar shop, lookin_ out on =2 Jd.sty street of little Fictou
with books aal r~2 ers all ro.ad atoit me - lasti eveaiag I wrote for three or four

hours - and two eveaniags aco rai away for an Lour aad to 'k a little skcotch - On
Saturday eveain. lrst I went away at € o'clock with = varty gat.erias moyflowers
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and returned by moonlight, had an interesting coanversation witha clever young
lady on the question wi.ether a1y young ladies are as pretty as mayflowers ? 1
said not, All the rest of the time , for last two week , sprent in unpacking
books, sending awcy parcels, an? selling secds, with a little gardening, Here is
a medley for you, I wish you wo:ld sometimes sead somcthiang of the same sort,
telling whether you walk, or drcw now, where tie “iano ctaads, what songs you
sing, aad who comes to hear them ? This is certaiily aa od ! letter, but may
serve as variety - and now my dearest friend, I shal coaclude as usual with

wishing you, from my hezrt, 211 rros erity aad ha inexz:,

Yours offectionat:ly

J.Vw.Dawson,

Pilctow: Jine 20th, 1843,

De~r Marzgsret
+hen I last wrote I had two letters of yours to ansver, and 1
Therefore stil’ in your debUt., I wi all ‘ects c> 1d be so. nleasantly dischar-
sed, they would be much more hone.tly o»cid tha. ot rre-eat,

- I havesbegn since April goling on dn my usual way, with theexcebtion of
anexcursion o .ile. fromn 'ome, which occ. ied a oit a weck. I ascended one of
oiur rivers aearl; t> its source, ani travelle! over o ridze of hills, not bare
rusged o1es lixe mo=t of those in Scotlazd, but wooded to their very summits;
and many of tlem comnaar’ia, exteisive views of forest and ltlue water; while
others look down on level cultivated districts, with white cottages, a.d green
fiel s aa? orchards, a..d cl-ar rivers wit grocefi1l elms alon ; their banks,
winding through every velley, I saw tvo Lezutiful wrterfalls, 2nd a variety of
wild flowers which I did 't before kaow, It is one of t e greatest pleusures
that I knovw to go avay for a week, rauzbling along rivers and throush wioods, in
in -~earch of sceuery or lirds or .eologiccl infor.-ti-n, I shall not probably
have many =uch re bles thi: sunmer, but no « t> be &« le to settle so.e geolog-
iczl questions connecte wit!i our vroviuce, which are still uacertain, This is
of course merely by wsy of omusement , bucines: iust be atterded to beside;
but I cenerally contrive to mingle a little of it with my geological excursioas,

flow I wish that you could have sonie interest in my co.intry, siuch &as I
havesdnSeotland, I wish that I could bring before you its appearance; Aits
peorlle and treir manaers; emrloyments oad anuseinents, so that you could ‘rFead :
of them as of old and well known dcquezintances; but thisiwould be & hizBeless

£ask . nothing bubt seedng it econld m-ke you feel the szt e interect in it thct I
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do in your beautiful city, recallin_ ur before e so.e leasait thought or

image when I hear aay of its fa.iliar aa es. And yet .love Scotic is a bezutiful
contry, as highly favoured by ncture as Scotland, I sh-ll give you a sketch of
my last jarnt for a s-ecimen of it - You may ima.ine me first riding in a "fly®
thirty miles in a showery day, as f-r as the village of Tatmagouche ( if you
can't vronounce thie name ao matter ) then sreadiag aa eveniang there calling uzon
some friends - Next moraiang walking in a consta.t siower abo 't ten miles, along
a river running thfough woods, aad scrambling along stee, bank:, wzding shaliow
places ~ or plunging through thickets witi baslet and hemmer; a:d an unfortunate
doctor who accomvanied me, with ¢ua umbrelle - diaing at ~ farm house in the hill:

‘ on tea, pork and pancckes - and returain- in the evening to Tatmagouchke, tire”
wet and dirty, cfter Leviir ~acszed throuth and ~dmired as for as rain would vern!
muek becutiful secenery, Srvendin; next day travelling aloang the shore, visiting
friends, and in evenin ridi~  uar to aui inn avois t:e hills, Hext moraing early
travelling z mile or two throug. tne woods to visit a wuterfall, thea riding in
an old tumble-down fly, wit. & e~ tied under it, over » road of rocks aad
puddles alternately, sto rin, occroinnally to eramine something curious, or to
glance at the exteasive views [rom the hill to s - aad i: the eveaing descending
into the lowland of Truro, a vide ex. ansec of beaitiful frrus and villa es, Next
day treavelling aloag t o clore tea or twelve miles,returaing to Truro, attending
a tearerance meeting, calling on a number of friends, and next day returning in
a mall cozch, on a beautiful roa’!, at tne rate of 10 or 12 miles an hour to
rictou, This may serve as 2 s ccimen of a geological excursion, and of the ups
and downs of travelling in our country,

I have besn thinking while writing now, of the tenor of my life siace
returning from Britain, now alrost exactly two yecrs z-o, I think that since
that time I have changed much, I ho,e for the better, though :till 1 have meny
lost oprortunities to resret. You to», I surpose, and maay of my other friends
have learned, enjoyed, s:ffered an’ changed much in thct time; how mugh I cannot
now tell till I -ee you =11 & ~i: - a.d when may thet be 2

I hove that I may soon receive a letter from you, £:11 of good news aad
intcre:tin;;-as vour letters always ~re.

Yours » ‘ectionotely
J. W, Daweson,

Edinburgh Augustilst. 16Use

Dear Mt Dawson 2

n

is is nor the thir:® letter I hrve co:iaeaced writian.  to yo: since
e d~ted 25th of Mesy, various circumstaices reveated me from get-

e additional pleasure of cckiowled i g a cecond

LS

r‘:j‘

receiving you
ting them finish~d, I have now t
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"dated th- 29th of the moath - to hear from you is “lezsins to me at all times,
but severe illness and long confinement made the them peculiarly soj;to hear you
enjoyed good health ame tie went of it hes tau_ut me to prize it very highly)
was truly gratifying . Havin, made suc: a. clarming a.nouncement I shzll proceed
by telling you whot nas beea th: matter. Ia April ..ile mother was atteading
Marion, I cezught cold and neglected it, go ng ot in 211 sorts of weather, when
motherEsbamned on the first of May, I was 'so i1l th:it L:had to go to: bed  FlNc

ing myself getting worse, our Joctor wos sent for, who on sceing me said I had

inflamation of my lunzs, he considared it neceszary to call aunother physician -
they gave me 4 kind of drugs to take 9 times each dey, , I wis s:veral times
bled - 8§ times blistered b cide mr.y other p-inf.il aprlic-tions, what with
leeches liniaments etc. my left side frox tlie col! rbone to tie waist look as if
I had stood as tar_et to ¢ courcay of archers. I wes coafined to Ted 211 May aad
to the house till the 2€th of J:.¢ - t!- doctor wanted me t.ea to o to the coun-
trysl o aiiter setting bt the country, I gained strensgth soravsiicly: Ciraliiinge
few days I was atle to wzlk ~ coasidercble distance - .,. after several weeks

my fat er cezrne to tale e houze, ¢35 my mother was called to lirs Dewar's bedside =

“hen my doctor saw me, he &ga’1 ordered me off to tie coiatry, but in another di-

rection, this time to Allcas .ride = os mother wes still uaalle to leave her
funt, I went off with Jec ie, leavii; fatlier to bechelorisi and a servant to
man:g;e the house ..., it sests however, that I am to be lept jaiutiig about as
long az the weatier will perait,.. fither ha: roxi ~d to talkke ue to Lo.udoa for
the winter, as the climate is milder t..ere. . Oice more at idadnill strectis
will give vou a sketéh of how I spend my time, at 6 in the morning I Zet = ot
of warm milk in bed - arice at 7,brezkfa-t, wrich ge.er-lly concists of fruit,or
barley meal po porridge or some other thing of ¢ cooling nature, as on euting
anything heating or solid I inmediately become feverisu, ‘urin; tle last four
days I have resumed my household duties which occupies mc¢ till 3 o'eclock, I

am thern sponzed from top to . toe with:vinegar or cola water,, dress for fthe dey
take 15 or 20 drors of vitriol to a  eti ¢ ue for diasaer., walk out for half an
hour, then dine on some light ruddiag, and go to bed for an hour, in the after=-
noon, I often take a drive...., you will see by this.account that I analmost
better = inle~d tiherc 1 nothin: tie matter nov but .ockaess, Tlhe reaso. why
such great core is beisng taken of me, iz the fear that there might be a second
attack wiiich could lead to consueption, Gosd health, I fear, iz d:blessing d
never fully ar-reeiated, I am gled howvever I slhall be so much from houme, for
there I have not a siagle companion scarce aia acquaintaice tiat I care for,

{7 mind for so .etime w-~s 5o heras ed t.ct I coul” not settle to read or work =
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Fictou August 30, 1343.

Dear Margaret ,

The intelli ence contained in your lost letter was truly start-
Aling - how straa e t' ot you, my decrest friead, s o1ld heve teea so ill, and I
nct knowing or tininking:of it - co far away as not to have even an opportunity

of bestowing on you a feelln: of symvathy or & irayer - It is pleasaat however,

when I do hezr of your illznes to herr of your recover; also.....

Por my ‘part I have scarcely aiy story to tell, though my life does not

flow on in rerfect sio- thaes , it mey at lerst ¢ z0id to tumble along in a prett
monotonous jmble, In health I h-v te-. well, in bu-ine-s, servii mam on, with J
customary assiduity, thousgh whether thct bte too great or too small SlTEamnSolEore=

pared to say, I hone not far eitner way; Ia cociety, wherever I have met with
suchiasthmeSendeavoitring to be as acsreable ¢ oszible, and to add to aysSteck
of human kuovledze, I nust n hovever, thet among all my ledy scguaiinifences

in this eountry, I heve . found none oxactly ejual ( in my estimation ) EONEERRES

frieands in Edinburih, and , considering my vredilicton for everythiag bellongiing
to. my own country, sich an admission is certainly a gsreat ttretch of ColtlouIE G
scientific n»ursuits, I have been writing soue articles ou sgricultural cnemistry,

studying a little botany, but vrincirally eindeavouring to ascertall tilearmangs
ement of our coal forartion = :1 tie distrivution of toulder denosits, on which
latter subject I may verha s in the winter se a pepersto.some of your Edame
societies; all t . ese rursuits mother soretimes tells me are ! noaseice 't ior
which nobody will thank me ' ieacrally, I hove 1l-tely b a taking morce serious
views of life, of tie value of time, the resronsibility connected with its em=
ployiieat and the duty of enploying as much of it as possible in purSiEENEEEIE
usefull 2ad worthy of an intelligent, moral ond religious belng.. It thatilthave

been letting
" tines benuibin- fiigers tzal

young fecliigs fro. my he-rt
or becoming more dull or spiritless; but rather that I hrve been thinlking and
learning more of tiie true ends of huzzi existance, and tiie uses which should be
of it, to produce as much hariness as o5 'ible to ourselves aad otuers,

How many things I should have -to. say to you, 1f the Atlantic¢ wire not

betwee.: uz, I ¢ - not cro it hoveves tihis year; but would it not be aun excellent
‘restorativie for you to take a voyoge over in the steam vacket.

i am not . anite dis oged to:give i my obvinlons re cting the beauty of
flovers, becau I doubt if the human form wuc ve~ intendel to e-:al tie: in

beauty. Flovers have ouly their beauty to recomnmead tAcm’t3 us,, ladies have




as calm as a , 38.
-mirror, an? finslly w»assing throush ¢ wooded country as far a- the village of

Antigonish, vhich is situated in a ride lavel valley At the junction of several
small rivers,.,...l ha? 2 very 1leasont evcursion along tre shore, examining the
rocks, which imr one place consisted of cliffs of white and red gypsum, under-
mined and cut into faantastic sha_es by the waves, In returaiag to Fictou, I de-
termined to trevel [art wa¥ on foot, so with h~ .er in hand, and basket on zhoul-
der, I commenced my journey by wolking five miles along the bed of .right's river
which in some varts wis confined by rocky bank:s with here and there onatches of
shruts and flowerin. nlants; one of the mo t be utiful of which wcs tle Solomons
Seal, a relative of the Lily of the Valley tlo::h of u.ch larger size. On leaving
the river I walked t.elve iilcc farther t> a loce called Arisaig where I vassed
the night. In the moraing 1 set off along tre s.ore, on hich I walked, admiring
and ‘examining the rocky cliffs, till near noon, when I returned to the highway
and wcited for the comins of - friead wio we to toie me in his gig to New Glas-
gow, from which a s-ort journey by railwey and =teamboct took me home. JNotwith-~
standing the meagernes- of n deceri tiou, I e ¢ . ure you that the sceiery of
this rart of our province uignt offoril zoterirls for @ volume, with numerous
illustrations,

In my last I mentioned t.e cih- . es which time and circumstances are grad-
ually affecting in my chrreccter,one of tnem ju-st novw occurs to me, ‘“hen I weat
to Britain I had a creat deal of diffidence and want of self{-coufidence. Fhis be-
gan to be rubbed off in Zdin, ~a’ it his veca lervin  me ever since, so that now
I an beginning t> fecr thet I shell ot “.ove eao b modesty left, but snall be-
come so self-confident tn-t reorle wil. tiink me arrosan.t . I must endeavour
however to stor chort -t t.~t ~oint which Ad 'ison exrressively calls a " modest
assurance .

“hen I sit dovn to vrite to you, I always hecve a vast nuaber of things to
say, but when I attemrt to reducc them to writtei words, oie half of them ev=-
aporate, melt away like gho~ts in ¢t ia air. These unsab-taatinl ideas woaild, cven
if written, perhaps a ear little ‘etter tha: nonsense., Yet tie flsetanE i thol=
ghts, which ve c~n scarcely fix or reduce to form, are —ome of those .hich most
strongly inflaence 1s; and whei tioy caa be exiressed are so .ctises t o most be=-
gutiful nrodicts of the mind, I should like a ong other things to tel. you more
of my rre-ent ernployments, iateations aad rosjects, cad ascertaia what you thou-
ght of them - tut even if I could mcke them interostian_,, it would be extremely
difficult to state fuc accurately. I must therefore for tiae present: conclude
: sincerely wishing that the storas of life may wvisit you gently, and that its
sunshine may mcke you increase in wisdow, o dnes: ~ad ucefulnaess.

Yourst afitc tillv eI R b1
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Edinburgh love iber lst, 1843,

My dear friend :
For the presents you.have from time to time sent me I kiow not

how to thea y»>u, beccure I Zeel I a. undeserving of your kindness - you call
them remenbrances, -z such tiey are sccrcely nceded s I shall not soon forget
one whose society and inctruction afforded me zo muchk ~le-sure. .Jor the books
which in safety were waitii; ny errival, I t.-ak you in the simple but sincere
words, I feel crateful - the children are much rlecsed with their American book,
asiithiev@calle it and Jane desires me Lol tAall 'you in their hame:

Hanpalast excellent létter dated Rug, 30th. is in my oplniom siienzet the
best I hcve received fro vyou, Leliag at tiie same tine iastructive, eantertaining
and complimentary, I am rerhans hasty in anplying the last term, as " certain
friend S tgratier an indefinale expression - But I must not writeraffectedly to
you - I know who ou meant . and yousmustecertainly fldve formed af fallse estiﬁate,
othierwise 1 shall conside:- your smerican acguaiatances very silly.

‘ I pe-ceive your lei-ure nours sre ~till devoted t» study - aiding krow=
ledge to your already abuandant store. For my part, I am ashaned to give aa acec-
ount af myself, it ~hocks ne t thiak of trne different use we have .a'e of our
time. Mine esvecinlly for the last four mouths havia. been spent in traovelling,
daily equestrian exercise, idleness ,. an. the fost -frivolous amuse.icnts - In thes
I have but obeyed ny pnhysicians orders whose aim sceme
enploy one moment i1 refloctina, bit eouacts tly be sarrounded by clieerful com-
pany., I am cexrtainly restored almo:xt to my forser healtih and strangth yet the
retrospect @oes hot afford e much satisfaction, and even now when home ahdiset—
tled in my eldiguiet hablits “ithere is a lurki \ie

consequent on thde display and atteations T received. Thesel T trust anesbulliitem=

[

tv oal iasettlednes of mind‘

porary fe-lings,and if spared to write you again, I heie to Zend you more pleas=
ing intelligeace. fany , however, of my inaoceat eajoyments -re deanled me, this
winter for instance I am not 2ilowed to sii5,. lest it vrovoke a retunaniecf tile

-

18 @ severe dissppaintment, I amsofoud of it an ent so much of

dizeass., This

my. timemilactiusnten i ciltivating my voice, neitier an I alloWwedatolmgdmetiie
evenings, so that pravents me from hearing muslec aad singing in jublic. I have
great resSaRE O EEls Bod for sparini my life and restoring me to health as. I had
been vem Tl nGre danterously than I vas at thie tide aware, aud T srieye 4t has
not left more zerisnus imrres:lions on my kind.

Ve tanale e i crossing the Atlantic, a'description of alvoiage SotibEniia

book you sent me, is not very inviting, seoverti:lesc had yours bteei » worm climat

1 to hedthat T showld nevef
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; v CERIES A i sl nd
in winter thera's n> a-viaz but I might have acce ted rour iavit tisa and pnid
a visit to vour couatry. I an told ti-t I aiz -y well now th-t it is unnecesscry
for me to ler~ve houe cogailn, '

Before concluiing, Lrwill saswer Four . d estisn as to wiere the piaon 18

now 2 beer in reismirance the diningrooa is ehansed to tie back, t.e sideboard
oo =3 1 0o ¥ o d

ta  thami e s vou entor, the planc ongtheasane side as ti.e donr; the old roun

~ whg ol aV -~ ay Y3 ou
table, zad oa it, my workbasket, Jesk ( at which I am aov erted ) ~nd 2 Fict

navers ju-t ~rrived fron our friec 4 1ir Dawson, sother intently enj~ged 1in reading

them, and kindly interruti:” me -ome v~ € doren tiues airiis t e la~t half hour
to read so.eth a: intere-tia, viien I % 11 her I woild rrther be excused from
1isteninz t5 .at rressnt " dell weil " =:e =rys " I'll not r-ad aay more, oaly
doa't forcet to send my reme..ra.ces to Mr a d ¥r- Da.son, asd Mr Dawson, I mean
your Hr Dawson " .... ; :

Tall me whei you write 1f the gropes ra wed 2 As 1 was shorping today aad

A % S e Sefig thic- rignerole !
feel fatirued I will now coirluie "1t taselasizing fop ihls rig !

ver ve . si.cerely rours

Margarcet ALY Sictcer.

e O
Thie letter brin;s t> a clo-e the yeor 1345,

these , asd many other thiiigs of lcose conseaguence, you will recollect had to be
done besides attending to oy “ro cr business of vooksellings a2ad thowsh I cannol
say that tley _reveated me from often thi.lking of you, they heave certeinly de-
lay~d my letters, which is ofter 211 1lil'v some -eo le: wits,occuried with nothing
excert arologzies for not h ving cote before, or z ologsies for coming at =all,
Another yo7r h - coamenced, nd _eorle hcve beeon réjaicixg because 1t is
a lew Yecr -~ It would better tecome mo:xt to te scd, becru e ti~ ast might have
been better s ent, and the comin; involves much recronsibility, aa: more uncer=
tainty. ‘e have at lerst crie to rejoice =ad be the Kkf:1 too, for tie good en~
joyed in the lz:ct resr, 2ad erna s clter 11 is vetter to 50 into tie new one
daneing and m-king merry, thoa tremblin; biczu-e we cve eateria. ‘o u.known re-
gilon where evil mey befall us, I spentilast New Year: eveniag woiting a little
articYeswhen T hadifinished, I thought of wmy Jew Year in Edin. an’ tried to guess
what voulmnigiitt have iheei dding, or where you vi re s eadiig yoor dev Year ? but

ng atle, gave it up, and vent to bed,
k

iavies nearlvie il ed mynepsper, il dare say there ds enoufh forone eidistle
tiou~h if I could s eak intead of writing

s diwolild robatlyiweste & ireat deal
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Badnbursn o Harvceh Ist. 1344, ;
Hy dear friead ;

I have nos two letters from you to ancwer, to ecc. of which I wishu

I eould urite a worthy reply - ho. truly you levrict my feelings when you talk

of the vast number of thi s you have to say yet coniot reduce half of thea to

written form..... I wish my ocean divided fricad':. clever he-d wo:1d ’‘iscover
some sympathetic mode of bringing t! far distcat neor § As soaze time ma; elajpse
ere tinifslrequest may be complied wvith Isupbose it will be ‘best for the tresent

tor condecendittolitite usital (vuyl gariaedium,

ISknow you will ‘be sorry to hear, d wmesk rast mother was selsed vith
Severe paimeon icalling tiie dector iy he declaren it inflamation and billed: her
éo?ioxsly, fiflo reunatoly elicciiend  Iteammediaicelly . bat - hagileft her Spwealic : .J'
Teldmgeh i nns to write by this- pocket, ‘asiprobobly  ( God willdne 3l shall
leave (for Ligd@an the becinning of next monthiahd the oreveated vritins foria
long time,
I anfauige tiell but stillt the doctoridnsists uron stritt obedience &g the

trma e e = o mmm et e man

- - - - -

indeed 2 superior aand excelleat girl aad is one of iy few intimate frieads, I

spent much pleacant time in her society last summer at Galashiels - one thiag I

]

regretted, sie did not ride, ‘we vere thus oftea c-eerated, not withstondiag we
manazjed to talke & few excursiois, one >f the m 4 remeiber wa- to visit a faraer
abvo:t 4 miles from Gala, .e took a very early dinner thea wilked along with some
other youns folks for the desti . rlace of readezvous, while lr Honteith, Al
a gentleman who occasionally accompanied me inmy riding excursions, aid myself
mounted and had a much longer but very beautiful road by the side of tie Tweed -
crossin- some hills we cr-rived not much loter tho1 tie pedectrizcaz. After doiag

jastice to 2 sibstantial tea, ve started out to cee the reajers, ?0 of who:x vere

busy at work surerintended by a youn3 geit with sloutch hat aad }oose Jacket, ..
I did not then remark ai1ything »artictular a out him, being in a hurry to et
back to the house an’ set off before dcrk, In honor of the siraagers, he had hast
eied to chance his dress, a: just as I 7> alout to mount he ap eared to render
his assistance; "I was the truck by t. rezarkable reseiblaiace he bore to you =
I =aresay the gent thougiit fhat I had a pzir of most impudent eyes for I could
not hel- staring at him, I afterwards asked Isabellc a'out him, an wos anused
to he-r that he went by tihe ne.e of " The philosohical férmer AL

M?ther and fotier unite with me in seadin; affectionaate re.e..reé.uces

to and to yoir pcreants

Your very sincen j
J ncete frleﬂd.
Mdrr,&~0t A.Y. Mercer
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mor> of your time and patience - Simcerely vwishing thet t.e .ew Yerr mav e

one of hevriness to vou -1 al’ yo 'r rel-tioa=:,

I.6m yours'most sincerely §
j J. . Dawzon,

to condecemgdiitoltne.l usual vadigar wedium.

dekmaw Yo will be sSorry, to hear, @ wesk'nact motheri was seised Vith
sevelepeamiion calling t doctor , he declared it inflamation and bled her
coplouslyiit fortinately checked it immediately, but.has left her So weclk, J

I am anous to wirite by this packet) ‘aziprobobly (Godiwillans ) Fishell

aEedivritansafiones

-~

-

leave forilondon the becinningiof next mdath a tiel: ‘peve
long time,

i emiaquite wiell but skl the doc
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trict otedience tos the

indeed a superior aad excelleat girl and is one of ay few iatimate frieads, I

spent much plea-rnt time in her society last summer at Galashiels - one fhing I
regretted, sie did not ride, we wera thus oftea -everated, not withstzcadiag ve
manazed to taike & few excursioas, onec of tie m 4 reme.ber wa- to visit a faraer
abo1t 4 miles fron Géla. e took.a very early dinner then welked along: with some .
other youn; folks for the desti.e. rlace of readezvous, while !ir Monteith, a
a gentleman who occasionally accompanied me inmy riding excursions, aad myself |
mounted aixd had a much lonjer but very becautiful road by the side of tie Tweed =
crossin- some hilis we c-rived not much lzter th~1 tiie redectrianz., After doing
Jastice to 2 sibstanti=l tea, we started out to =zee the rearers, 20 of whoa were
busy at work surerinteanded by a youns gest vith -loutch hat and loose jackét, e : !

I did not then remarkx aiything rartictular a out him, being in a hurry to get

back to the house an’ set off before d-rk., In honor of the stirnagers, he had hast !
eied to chance his dress, = just 235 I v+35 alout to mount he ap.ezared to reader

his assigtaice, I a5 the truck by t'.: rescrkalle rese.blaince he bore to you =

I 2resay the gent thought fthat'I had a pcir of most impident eyes for I could

not hel- staring at him, I afterwaris asked Isatella a out hinm, an . wo3 aaused

|

|

|

to he-r that he went by the ne.e of " The philososhical feorner ",
M?ther and fetier unite with me in seadin; affectioaate reueuire.ices

]

\

to and to yoir prreants A :
y s = Your very siace.e friend,
- Margaret A.Y, Mercer



Dezr llar cret,

In my lost lotter, I strted ti t it mizht b some time brfore I
could write agein., I did not however mean t.at I would 1ot ansver our asxt let-
ter, though I must soy that,haviag neilectéd td aasvwer it for so lonc a2 time, s
does look like it; however , I hrve -lecaty of 5ol ecises, In the first rlace,
I'put togethner the rosults of last summert!s wanderiigs ia o papér:for the geo=

logical society, o th> ro- inz of wvhich 1 have “u-t.received ~-n accouant, Then

i
we ha’ a contested electio , whicn, for four wecls, ko { t.e whole county in a
verfect bustle. Our countv i a-crly ¢rurlly divide? in ~olitics, and we, vho
call ourselves reforuers, were besten st last electinn, Ia order to  revent a 1ik
castrorhe a$ this,exertion of 2ver, wiad was rooir d, & fortunately the o_po=
site party h d emplored so br ‘1ly treir foruer suéces-, ~ad hs L usced o disgroce-~
ful means to maintsin their sunreniicy, thiat they vere deserted by many of their
mosteintelMEREERRoYlovens, an e fter ja ke gintest o defeated Duriug tio ueeiks
"of the election, tlier» w oo L o instovi everw gight, and levalvays
had - a PoollEEGs Brovi de withtiodilin : eligle Tnl o and  talledgl to @ fio Rt
Highlandersy tryine to convert then from their doctrines inc lcated Bxtheir
leaders, writiag a little, aand t excitementoand hurry keovt. up during the wmnole
affaip, nrevented me from atteading to anythiig else., Then, directly dfiter the
election a demz 18 waz mede on me:fol a lactiive ito oir Literery Socidetyisandinow

S0

>y

I am requesteéd by the tocchs Inntitute to mive ‘them tires leoectures on fealoEyliss
thezée o aad meny other thiig: of les: consegueance, youw wil: recollect had (o be
done besides gttending to my rroier business . of bookselli is; end thoush b cannot
say that %idy jreveated me from often thilging of you, they hevercerisinly deas
YTavadianyiilebtensdvhiach is after i all 14l me feoles wits,occuled watiiEnothin e
excent arolosies dor not hoving ' cotie before, o drologicas for coming et ally
Anbther year h-g co.umeaced, ad pcovle have becn rejolclig because it ds
o lew fecr - It would beilte-~ becoume mo t to Ye =cd, beeccu e t. - ast might have
bren better s ent, and the coning involves muech rea*onsibility, auad mere uicer=.
talntys wehaye at dleast cciuze to rejolice and beiithatliful too, foritaes so0d en=
joyed in theilast vesr and erheis after 11 is better to go iato tac nei oie
dancing and mcking merry, than trembliag beccuse wg cre enteriaj ¢a utknown re-

n viercheval mayw befallius, I srent dast New Nears evening waEtigsiailittlie

i

ok

e

o
article,when I hai finished, I thousht of my Wew Yesr in EBdin, ou’ tried t> guess

Oy

whrt you mizht heve bee.s doin;, or where you wore s‘endiag your Hev Year 7 but
n>t teing atle, gave it up, and weat to bed,

I have  ea il Gl lledSmy e naner - o dare isay thereitl s lenouyn: forenesceniatile

tisirh if I could s eek ia tead of mrltl‘b, iwonliduatrobarl e nasteial Theatide ail

i ¥
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restrictions he has 1l2id upoa me, 2ad promises thzt it shzll be repald by being
able next winter to rcturn to my former liberty.

Never more entertain the thought that I shall ever weary heariag of your
country.... aad I thank you for the love you bear to mine = you know, few things
gratifies me more for 1 do love old N,Scotia - with all my love hoﬁever, I do not
think I would become an active politician - even tho:igsh I could do so with propri
ety - for it causes one to have so many ene.mies, Viewing in this light, the
part you took at the late contested election - I admit it is a very‘selfish one -
I cannot rejoice with you, it see.s to 1e so frausht with danger - unprincipled
people dont seem to core wh-t they do to advance the inferests of their pcrty.

I like much better to heor of your‘m:kins a discovery in geology ... or of being
a successful candidate for e vprofessorshin. You mention h:oving received an accoun
of the readiig of your raners sent to Zdin, but do not tell hov they were re-
ceived, I gues moliesty -til? _;revails in your character- thc zcccount has been
so flattering that yo: havé withheld telling :e, now I request you shall not do
so again, what is plezsing to ro. is not is not uninteresting to me,

Miss Iszbella HMathow i~ t aane of the young lady you refer to , she is
indeed a2 suverior and excellent girl and is one of ay few intimate frieads, I
spent much pleacant time in her society last summer at Galashiels - one thiang I
regretted, ste did not ride, we icre thus oftea -e erated, not withstoadiag we
manazed to take & few excursioas, one of the m 4 remeunber wﬁ* to vizit a faraser
aboit 4 miles from Gala, .e took a very early dinner thea wclked aloug with some
other youns; folks for the desti.e. place of readezvous, while !Ir Monteith, a
a gentleman who occasionally accompanied me inmy riding excursions, and myself
mounted aad had a much longer but very beautiful road by the side of tine Tweed -
crossin._ some hills we zrrived not much latef th~1 tiie pedestriaas. 'After doing
Jastice to a sibstantizl tea, vie started out to -ee the reaers, 20 of whoa were
busy at work surerintended by a younsg geat with sloutch het aand loose jacket, ..
I did not then remark'axything rartictular a’out him, being in a hurry to get
back to the house and set off before derk, In honor of the stroagers, he had hast
ened to chanze his dress, a jugt as I wes alout to mount he ap(eared to render
histiassistance, "I vas the truck by t.~ remarkable reseu.blance he bore to> you =
I ‘2resay the gent thought fthat I had a pzir of most impudent eyes for I could
not hel- staring at him, I afterwards asked Isabella alout him, an. wos anused
to he-r that he weat by the nz.e of " The nhiloso»hical fzramer ". '

H?ther and fetner unite with me in seading affectionate re.e . ra.ces

d to yoir pereats ; ; :
to and to y J¢ Your very since e friend,

Margaret A.Y, Mercer
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Dear Margaret :

You wish for some more expeditious way of exchaaging thougnts than
by letters; and write of it as if it were souething hard to be discovered, yet it
is the simrlest thing in the world, and czn be done any day; -ad if you have it
found it out, it is only because your affection for youf " ocean divided friends
is not sufficiently strong to sipport you in those airy regions through which you
might dart, swifter than li htening to the most distant regions of the earth. I
have only to atstract my thoughts for an in-t- .t, frdm my common occuvation; aand,
in the twinkling of au eye, I can find myself climbing on Arthur's Seat, or con-
vgrsing with some of my dear frieads, at your mother's fireside; or, better still
talking philosovhical nonsence, or it may be something wiser with your own dear
self in Lover's Lane, or so.e equ-lly well-re .e.bered  lace., or whea I am view-
ing anthing beautiful ia the scenery of my own country, I ca. hove you there also
so that tlie only thing neces ~ry to realise jyour wish, is to think of me, as I
often do of you, I would not however, by any means, have jou to discontinue the
usual mode of communication by letters,

Since I last wrote I h-ove visited H-lifax, our rrovincial sert of govern-
ment, It is a wooden city of 25660 inhabitaits, wiﬁh a parliamneat, said by Dicken
to resemble that of Britaii scen through the wrong end of a telescope, a petty
aristocracy of governnent officials - little scieatific or literary taste - plen-
ty, or rather more than eaough, of politics - a great quaatit; of for ery and its
accompaniments among the yo 'ng men - yet a rumber of very pleasiag and intelligen
peorle = I gave three lectures at the liechznics Institite, hs larce audiences
and I believe plecsed t.em very well, [he parer mentioned in my last, was sent to-
the London Geological Jociety. Your complinent atout modesty i: unneces-ary, for
notices of thesz papefs do not usi-1lly give 2a o inion of treir merits. All that
I know of that is, that ¥r Lyell vrote to me tict it excited so:ze discussioa, and
in hié ofinion some of the facts coatained in it, were im» ortant. I state this to
free myself from tie accusation of being modest, a sin for which my consciciice
does not often check me, '

You are giite right about rotitics, they are stormy an@ daagerous affairs
full of the bad ras-ions an? crofty decigas of tne worst mea, They furnisn how-
ever a good field of action for tho-c who hove sifficient nerve aad taleat to
" Ride the whirlwind and direct the storm " eit.er for their own good or thnt of
their country - I am well aware that this.is not where my strengtn 1lies.- as 1
mentioned before I am considering offering myself for the Ministry. This is not

a new thourght,but is one which I conl not carry iato effect without thought of

the res-onsibilit. involved ; ani I connot altogether leave .y father's business
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as long as my at ention to it may be necessary., If I do decide on  ihis,

however, I must soon take some ste s tovards it; I write of it now, thzst waen
you have returned from London an? are at leisure, you may tell me what your

good sence and friendly regard =ay of %t,

«ith sincere wishes for your continued heslth -

Yours cffectionately J.W,Dawson,

Pletou: June 15th, 18044
Dear Morgaret,

A few weeks ago, I hzd t.e _lcasure of rec2iviug tie very beau-
tiful purse seat by you froxr Loadon; ~.ad wiich fortunately escared the daigers
connected with the illegal conveyance by .hic!. rvo. seat it, To receive such a
preseabiidtaany i tine, vwould ‘be agreablesibit it 1s vecullarly vlezsing Asts
token th-t even amidst the bi-tle 21% noveltiec of London, your traasatlaatic
friend is not alto_ether al -ent from your thsights; and vhat is more pleasant
than to-know that we are vtresent 1in-the thoughts of sbsent. friendsgiiviiose dmazes
are enshrined in our he~rts. I thcnk yoi therefore for your rretty gift, which
would, if that vere neces rry, be an additional s»>uvenir of _our 3>:d self,

You have nov travellel almo:t froa one eid to t.e other of our little
island of Erit“it; yoir next journey, if you are not tired of the aovelty and
excitemeat of roviig, when compare! with the qiiet =ecurity of hLome, sihould be
abroad; ani if I could overcoue yo.r extraordiaary _r:ference of tze old world
to the new ( which is very stroage at preseat ) 1:.might hope that your nex
voyage would be to America, It is I ax ~fraid, llowever, horeless, zince I have a
recollection that you nrve told ne alrecdy tict yoi could not cross the Atlantic
even if I weut for you myself, or omethiag very like it. Yet whlo “nows that
you are not destined to " ve_itate" souewhere ia tie " baclktwoods " of America,

( people in Britain always talk of America a5 if there woce nothdng in it but
backwoods )

“inen I 1a-t wrote, winter wos zcorcely 1@, ~iow Iimay call it ithe heicht
of summer, and within thezse. few last wecks trees have coue iato full leaf aad
bllassomgianc therciange. from winter to suumer,; glvays ravid, has thisSEscriing

been-unugtially =6,

EEcR e e nmahsiip of this letter. is evenyworse than ushali voliamist att-=
ribiute EEESEwaRt o i time, I was unwilling, hovever, lonjer to.delay acknews
ledginetvaEiai £t = a5 1t 1is however djshall wisp thatg waes FOUEEECELNVESTY

- : & 2 ness, i: > B ~5ible humour ith
eriztle, w54 moy bte in hartty nd hapsiness, in the bese i

o
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yourself and all the world; rnd therefore disnosed to jidse even more leaniently
the faults of your true friend . I shall wait ea_erly you mcy be sure, for an

aaswer to my last znd this or both together.

Jie. W Davwson':

Edinburgh July 17th, ;344,

My dear friend :

I thank yo: for your two lasF kind letters, the first of these
received in London, the other immediately ofter ay return to :2Sdin, having been
avay for three months, : {

Your spe~dy mode of travelling to far distaut lands ian the inagination
i1s very beautiful, neverthelecs I must owa, 1t rotrer anused than satlisfied ae
I assure you my imasgination i< not very deficient, but by experience, I know its
fullest exercise never can ~u nly ﬁhat lack of inst~itaneous exchaage of thought
vhich I desire, chould you , hi>vever descover so ¢ method more tangible, do not
fail t> put it into immediate o_eratinn ! Eut to be serious, you &sk me to give
my thoughts oxa your chonze of pursuits, I fe 1 great diffidence in moking any
remark on so serious a questio»n, I agree with your onrinion that tie aquirement
of wealth 1s of little compcr-ative con e ue.ice exXce t to use it in relieving the
necessities of 6thers whfich i=s - deciied'duty - once settled in & certain occ-
uration, I doubt if it may be your dity to abandon it, especially if I an right
in the suprosition that it does >t so wioslly e“59ss vour Lime as to prevent
your devoting nart of it to more importait studiés, and to do good as you have
onportunity, your gond exam-le in this way mu-t show the loveliness of religion,
_and what a person influenced by it can accomplish - still if you are strongly
persuaded in your own mind that your usefulness and ha: iness would be so great-
ly extended as to justify you in ziviaz it up to devote your time aad talents
to f\e service of God, I can oaly scy there are manr blesced aad-eacouraging
prorises to those who from siiacere love t5 Jesus lecve worldly advantage for
His sake,

My Jjaunt to London wis a very h:opy one I traversed it from one end to
the other scelng gorgeoas buildiags aadl beautiful perks aad diviag into its low=-
est neichbourho»d, wiere crowds of fellow c:eatures are seea in the most degraded
state of humna. existance, everythiig is on cuel. a scale of vastnesc, as for ne
glving a Jdetailed descri tioa, it is far beroad my alilities. While there I had
an excellent orvortunity of remarking differences in chiracier, for instance ]
spent T weeks in comparativel speciiing, high life with Mr and Mr Anerdy of

Saiders Lodse.
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He is a silk broker,whose success in business has enabled him to surround him-

self and lady with much to gratify the seaces but whose neglect of religion

leaves them only actors of hap iness instead of being the vossessors,

In this short s ace of time while 1 have been away, mcay changes have

taken place amongst my friecads, aid my sister Jessie :ave birth to a son rather

unex ectedly while on a vi it to mother,

By the bye, I hat all but forgotten t> tale notice of your hoving sot

the purse, I never exprected you would et it, at least hoped you would, ‘I was

not ashamed at t e daring mode of converaice I em;yloyed.

Dear Margaret :

with good wishes and kind regards to you
Your very siacere friend

Hargaret A.Y. Mercer,

Bleton. August Sth, 1844

So you are nd>t sctisfiel with my method of croszing the Atlantic

on the vinzs of isagination, I uwust confess that in some res ects it is very un-

satisfactory, being somewhat lille satisfying resent hunger by thinking of pas

feasts, There are however other modes of coaveyaice, very commonly used by mat-

ter-of =fact people; for

instaince the Royal Mail steauzers and timber sihips of

various descriptions, I an afraid there will be no other way, until the aeriel

machine shall take flight, or until mcsmerisu, to which yo: perhcrs darkly allude

in the exsres=zion " la our brains a:leep " shall , amon.. its other woaders
gq ’

discover some method for
Perhars what they call !
1f you had ar:rlied to Dr

on & trir across the =stlantic, while your corroreal fra.e remained saugily as-

establis.ing a:1 intercourse betveen distant minds .
clairvoyance ' iacludes sometiiing of this kind; so that

Zlliotron, he could have ce.ut your intellectual pouvers

leen in an arnchair in Londoa., I am not however, sufficiently versed in t.is

new science to s~eak very confidently of 1ts powers; aind at vreseat it is nct in

my porer to avail myself of the oldfachioned meaas of travel, further tanon to

send this piece of rnarer,

inzeribed with a few thoushts auch as I dore commit

to bare si1d unexplained writtea worls; but not such as I coild say if I, saw you

face to f-ce, as I intend sometime or other to do; *ut the only way to ecure

this is to act well in present circumstances, to verform ccrefully the duties

which 2t present vress on uej; thot as soon as bos ible I may , without any

serious loss of di1fy, gretify my-elf By a vicit , not ima_inary but real

j85)
-y
3
[h

rersonal, to Aul’' Reekie. Y01 may be sire that I lodk forward to this as a wmost

desira'le object to be attained, so soon as the state of my bu-iiess a1’ ny duty
to. my parents shall ‘permit.
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I thank you sincerely for your advice in the matter which I mentioned,Yoa.r pic-
ture of the utility of a guod exauvle, aud of the good thct can be done amidst
business associations, is a beai1tifal one; zoad I too =ee much gond theot I can
try to do, even with the cares and caxicties of business, as well as my oun
errors and backslidiag to cantend with.... At prec at the question to be decided,
vhether I shall begin to avail myself of tlie means of presaratory study within
my reach 7 this would not involve an; abandonmneat of my oresent business,

I seni withthis by Macter Howard I'rimrose, a few little tfiflés of Indian
workmaaship, one of then 1- orname:ted wit: porcurine q ills, the others are
worked with hair of the moo~e., The first is intended t»> have strings attached to
it, and be used as a bag - one of t @ others was inteaded &3 ¢ vlay marker or -J
sonething of the‘kind, you will rerhars be a le to find some less guestionable.
use for it. These and the lcrger riacishion, you will accent for youirself, the
remaining articles, I wich o' to distribute amois your friends, not forgetting
the two Misses Bell,

. I have no tale of journoys by land or sea to tell, my time has been
chiefly occupied by the ordinary ro tine of b.siness =~ I have found s arc tiue
only to make a fcw geological observations, gather and dry soae plants, and take
a few sketches, besides rezdiig so.e u-efil books. In this way time pas-es qiick-
ly and smoothly, ruffled only by -a few minor carcs and worries; aiul on the whole
have cauze for _;ratitude ~a' conteataeit tiat ve have lived in comparative
s~fety and _ro:rerity in times »>f muc:. distress z.4d e.varrcsmeat to Laays vhen
I look forwari to the knowledge vhich I wish to acqiire., I may have too much
eagerness, and I kn>v that I have Tar to> little rotience,

I had noticed in the pavers soue of the chinges among our mutual acquaiat-
ances which you mentiosn., some of t.em have been settiag us an exaunle, which
you and I may sone of tlese days foliow , It is a staanding saying of Mother's
‘wnen I bring in a new load of minerals or fos ils " Jait till you get a wife,
and you will soon see all these things flying out the window [ or turaned iato
playthings fdr.the children " 2t ¢ fearful rrosnect !

Having nbw vritten a rrett: long letter, I must coaclude, For soxe reason
to me not very plain, I vho to everyone elce am reserved, spc:k or write to you,
like ‘& vathol i€ ito his confeszor, rocvcealing all my. thoughts and plans;. you must
hovever excuce my esotisu in con iaeration of the confideace vwhich it dizrlays.

iay 211 peace and he viner-s be yours,

Yours mo-t affectionately
J. W, Dewson,
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Pictou 3Sertember 10th 1344,

Dear Margaret; 7

I d-resay you were co.evhat sur rised by my new views respecting
a rrofession, aad perhavs h-ve scercely got over it yet, and cre inclined to
think your American friend & very odd versatile sort of person, Yet it is very
easy to ex:-lain some of the reasons of it., Let me suppose that a vrosvect were
offered to you, of entering - a1ew and ealar;ed s-here of action, where it would
be possible to bring al. your rowvers and copocities of doing good into the moct
extended overation, where ;2u could be a centre wheacc knorledgeée 2ad beneficeace
might flow from you in all dirertions; vwhere too those purs:its and studies in
which you most love to eig~ e, would be t .ose wiich you were reqiircd to follow;
the conseagueace of all bein; thct your usefulness wo 1d be vastly cxzteaded, your
means of doing good multipnlied -ice:dingly. ouch -re soue of the inducements
which if I were certain tiat they would reclly be fulfilled wouldl induce me to
eater into the ministry. .... I he only result of ay thoughts in this metter, is
thet I intend to attend the lectures of our Theologicel Irofessor for a month
this autumn, without of cour-e nledging uyself to do‘anything cartheniiian -y

There is another vroint in my rre-eit vosition which you ca1 also under=-
stand., You end I are both left alone with o.r pareats, wio ere declining towards
age and infirnity - Ve owe much to them, more than we can reray. And so strong
is this feeling of gratitude 2ad affection with me, that I 2w determined never
to desert them #nd their service os long as they require my as-igtance, 50 thct
in this way, I am bound to my »receat occipation for come time,

You ¥now I am a _re~t frienu of Tem-erance, aau I lately attendeuv a meet-
ing in tne country which I may de-cribe t> you, as a s-ecimen of tie doings of
our No&e Scotian teetotalers. It vas a meeting r-ther for recreatioa t:an any-
thiag else, There wa- first a rrocescioa, or ratiner drive, in carriages & .d
horseback, along the bank of a beaatiful river, for -everal miles; cnd « train
of more than 50 of ‘tie 1i Lt shovy vehicles s orted your fo mers makes no insig-
nificant ap ezrance, Havin: cros el the river, and returnin_ along the o rosite
side, the whole compciny betoo'! themselves to an artour constructed of grecn
boughs decorated with flowers, in the centre of a yjrove of trees. lere the pcop;e
being sected on benches cnd chairs, tea coffer znd tarts were served rouad, suc-
ceeded by music, spesches and singiag. 1 n ver sav a bettef looking ac--~eabvly;
dearly all were youn, mea an’ vwouen, as t.e old people do nat favour temperauce
societies as much as they should - all heclthy a.d evea tastef:lly dressed, and

very many good-lookin;. You may think trat I am to> partial to my countrymen,
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and country-women; but I am convinced that few countries can show finer rural
population than Novc sScotia. They are not overworked znd underfed like too many
of the labouring class in Britain; they =zre able to dress well, and have time to
improve themselves, and I am La~py to say tuot temper-nce and a love of informat-
lon are r-ridly goining sround amon, them.

I have been reotier tus; of late, ¢s fetiier 15 eagrged ¢t ais hirvest.,
Times are bzd,, a- vcorle say, but I thiak are neadin_, and our bad times chiefly
result from the folly and extravoga..ce of neople who ca. live too easily. Our
arvles amd earl. plums -re rivenin, fast, ond i1f you lived within aiy reasonable
distance, I would -end you a bushel of then,

L9do not know that I have viritten ahythingito.interest yous: and theriis
still anothier nage very mucn ten ting me to write souletain: $hot I should not,
vhen I am so f-r distant, and have so little certainty of seeing you again; but
which IAFhould he ot more-liberty toisay idf &f -go for favohred cs fo be cble to
revisit =Zdin., before you hove gone tia: way of most young l-odies, Mind, I do not
intend to meke love to you, but o:ly to say that I h-ve no portictular desire to
do so to any otlier ersoa, until 1 h-ve an o rortuiity of consu tidé you on the
subject, : : :

Rememter me to all your rel~tives a.d frieads - may all bles:ings be theilr
and yours - let me so>n have tle leasure of a’cin receiviag a letter from you,

Your a’Tectio-ate frie:d.
J, i s Devwson,

Ficton .ixvenher 22th, 134.4.

Dear liarceoret,

To receive a letter fron you is alvwvays a joyfail eveat, and on-
the present occa ion, evea mor~ s0, for it is a wery long time since I had heard
anything o~ you, and if I hzd reccived no intelligence by this vacket, I should
have felt much disc pointad.

‘e are truly a pair of ;reat trcovellers; our letters wo li now form a book
of travels = I have be'n traveXXling sii.ce I 1-st 'rote to you; and ia a country
in almost every res ect the oprosite of that which hcs been the scene of your
wandrrings, the little vrovince of irince Edward Islaad, a stri of land about
10G miYes in length, a country too uniformly nretty to be re~lly beoutiful, I
welt there chieflyfor tie purnoce of atteadiag for 7 or 4 weoks the lectures of
the Divinity profezszor of our churchi and alsg to/call on several people ia the
Islznd with vhom ‘e have ecaliazs. In thesr occu,ations, together with ridiag
ato 't the country - ¢ ectiag chells = takiag sketches- and lecturin to ie=~
chanies Institates, I s eat @ moath very asrently a.d rofdtanly, dindcgRiring

ilinowiletis e wnd specimensy

e
by
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Although at rresent I have no fixed intention to zbandon my preseat calling, 1
am well pleased with the time I have s_eat in receiving religious instructioa...
Most christians, I'm afraid , devote far too little of their time to the study
of the scfiptures. I am sure thd My knowledge of the doctrines of the bible does
not at all corresmond to their vast igvortance... th:s I aa determined to give
as much attention as 1o:-zible to this subject, that in vhatever situation I méy
be, I have knowledge, not of that kind vhich ruffs up, but of thet kind which
maj make me more humble, and at ti.e snme time more useful,..., I do not howvever
intend to give up _eology I have too strong a love of nature for that, it will
always be aa agrea le - u=emeat to e, and if it never bring~ me any farther
advantage, I shall not be disa oiated.

RS ofusing o think of your’mot.er fecring tih-t tie Indian botes ete.
mizht return to America; I ho e che did not sucrect that tney were —ent in hove
thet theymit=nt return, or that that wasitle necson of senting then: Shelchovs ‘
very well, however th-t all my 1it le gifts mu-t be put to the account of grati-
tude and fPriendshir.... Most corry should:I be to crieve your good mother « who
is almost as dear to me &s my own ) - it may be as uell, ot least s for as your
mother 1s concerned t -t we ~re alle o ¢~11 each other Justi v friefds &, v =iand
although while I cz1l you frieand ,, the 1ittle fay
lies dzised within my herrt this mony 2 day "
may not cho se to be sudieily b niched !, but.must w it in hope of more favour=-
s'le circinctaaces,

: Youtsaythet 3£ vo1r looked err your letter, vou might be incliazd to des-
troy it, I would have the same feeling, vperha s vwith more cause, but I am reass=-
ured wvhei I thiak that you will interiret my e i.tle not by the 1isht of cold
eriticism, but ian that of friendship; ‘and 4f you knew how highly I bprise anad es-
tecm your letters, and how much interest I put In-all:that conceras my dear frien
in Edin., you would be willing to send thea without hecitatiosa, evea thou h less
neat and becutiful thoa they ore.

‘e are all well, aand goin; on in our usial q iet way, Ouriwinter hasi set

o

in, ‘and When I wWrite, it 1s a bright frosty day, the sraouid cavered with snow
and =zleirhd bells jingling through the strects, as unerrily a: possible, iy father
.and mother send their Ve-t wiilies ete,

Yoir - ffectior~te: frie d

Ja il Dot
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Fictou Dec., 23%th. 384,
Dear Marzaret;

About Chricet.i~ aaid 2w Yenr, I alvays feel a =trong inclination
to write to you, one reason is t at tiat it is custom~ry at this season to visit
one's friends, aid as I caniot call on you in person, I am disposed to write
instead. Another reason is th-t tle Ciristuas holidays are usually a gay ceason,

a season of social parties a.d all. that sort of thii:, and a3 I have very few

(0]

friends here for whom I care much ,aid am not so uuch dis)osed ¢s at other times
to engage in serious studie~, I find letter writins a very 1leasaat evening occ-
uration,

You will -=ee by tie papers vhich I send, tii't I h-ve been doing my best
in attemptiiz to enlighten tlie peorle = lecturing on temperaace aad ' colours:-!
the latter a very interesti._ éubject - iy lectures cre usually very well atten-
ded by the ladies, yet you have 1ever treen present at-aiy of the:, If you did
not live so fcr away, I should y;ou qaite iaexe:-a2ble, This is certainly a queer
idea, but really tiere is somethiag natursl ifd 1t afteriall; owlicaicCEEacly
find aaytaiag wi.ich is & _re- le whether a beautiful idea or a new fact in rerding
an interesting subj-oct of thoasht, without soae thouznt of ou connecting itself
ia some way with it, aad maliing me wiéh.that I coild ianart to you that which
gratifies me., The truth is that, even in zcqguiriag knovledse the mind reguires
sympathy and society. There are few who are more accustored to lonely study, or
or rather to studying merely for their ow. grotification than I am; aad not maay
who derive more rleasure from thousht and recdias aad observation , yet there is
a waat of sose one, to derive pleasure from that vhich tleases .ie; aid though I
find many who are interested in partictular parts of uy £h01ghts and studies, I
find none with whom therc is a perfect sympathy. 3o that it apvecrs as if I had
set ur aa image of you in ny mind, as a depositary for those thoights aad senti-
ments which I do not care to communicate to any one else.., If I 30 on this way
much longer, I shall beco:ie as my-terious a- a German metaphysician, aa’ besides
£111 uvp all =y nraper.

; I must not forset to wish you and all your relations, e-pecially your
father and mother, a ha:py christmas aud Jdew Year, ¢.ad many more of them, I do
so sincerely and thoightflly, The m~d gaiety cad dissination -so common about
the end of the year, arpears to me straage, jerha s bceruse I have veea accus=
tomed to look on, without taking a part in it, Why peovle should then be zay it

4

is not easy to tell, Ferhaps so.e are jlad because they have reached tlie end of

another stage of life's wecry pilgrimage, others perha s are so becauce they

think that after ma.y unsatisfactory yYeors, the next is that which ic to crown
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all hopes, and bring the hap ine. they have hitherto sougnt in vain - perhaps
others wish to banish the sense which presses on them of t e cares ans resnmon=
sibilities of the coming year, aid their accountability for that which is past;
and no daubt the greater rart are merry becaise it is the ci:stom z2ad they like
it, and thiak nothiag mor- of 'it, I think of it in none of these ways - the past
Yesr hes its faults its errors its little misfortuies, as well as its brighter
s7ots, but I can look from the e forword to the future in calmness ani in hope
that through the kindiess of Cod I shall be atle to “asé through it with safety
‘and imnrovemeat; and it is encouraging to feel thot I steud ia many respecté on
a higher level now, than at tlie beginaiang of lest year; and thot notfwithétand-
ing all the o~ portunities of good which I must heve aeclected, I Have in no rés-
nect fallen back, Yet it iz 2 colen thiag to think of what the next year amay
possibly bring; aad it is mortif;ing to know that there are ..cny tuiags desired
to whichk it can scarcely conduct me; one wnat occurs to me now is z.ain seeing
you = yet if duriag the aext tuo y o5, I can find caytulug which will justify
so long an absence fro: hone, I must toy to cet feet on old Scotlaad once nore;

if only again to speak face t~» frce with thooe who are so often in my thoughts,

If you were to judse from o letter like tiais, you might spproce me to be

a closet philosovher se ted before o fire ia his rockiis cheir, &nd moralising
uron things in general; JSuch an orinion would however be very inaccurate. During
the past week, I have been cihilefly occu ied in cettling about the insurance of
some vwrecked goods in which my f-thor wis coancerned, Dunaing peonle who were un-
willing to »ay their share of ex eanses of soviag their roperty, aad reasoaing
with those twh> wisched extravignnt sums for their -ervices; in shokt settling and
battling with some of the choieest ra-ccls »roducel by our cou.try; and today
15 heve.been employed ma:ing out Joug sheet> of acecouarts. I waostoed some hours
yasterday afternoon, arguii; witn an old Roman Cntholic wio cane into the shop
and wished to £8 talk of t.e beauties of hi~ peculiar doctrins - Of such odd
passtimes as this, is my 1life often mcde up, and it is ~greable enough, and
presents maiyopportunities of doing good, so many that I often doubt whether
any other would give e more, :

May God grant,dear Mar_aret, th-t tie comiag yerr may be one of prosperity
and harpiness to you and your-; and may the time soon come when I may cee you all

again,
Yours affectionctely
J. VW, Dawson,

Thus the year 1844 coaes to and end
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Edinburgh Febr, 2rd. 1345.
My dear friend:

It is well you prise uy letters, aad encourage me wit!: little bits
of flattery, for notwithstandi g thesze eacoura;eJeits, each ti:e I sit dowvn to
write to you I have to v~ e wer cgaia t my extreme tinidity or wvaoat of selfcon-
fidence.. I am its unwi)'ing bond :lave; having a strong desire to be free but
without t..e mor:l courage necessary for striki., off tre fetters. ilow many opp-
ortunities have I lo~t by s:ibuitiin_ to its rule,... I do not write this to J...D
as a provocation to co plement, but really in a _itinvle ‘es onding cort of
state, and perha: - soncwhat eavious >f t e easy yet incstructive e_isties of his
I ‘have noli and 2gain the pleasure.of recding....... Bu nou;l. of this, notice it ;J
not, unless you can aiaz a blow rt t.e root of t.e matter. lMany tianks for the
sketech of your every d-y existaice such scenes comfort me a little and brings
you nearer the crorncity of ¢ social companion in-~tecd of the estcemed but un-
aproachable vhiloso her,......... ..... I thiank I =hall make a rause here and
try to sober myself into sometiing lie provriety. so'"Farcwell a vhile, I will

not leave you long " :
Mr Irvine has kindly sent ne the Scotsman countainiag whet rou have w.-it-

ted e tis to. send on ito you, ‘You wills'see he ha- lo-t nis cldest son. It
is a very severe tricl for trnem, heving -reviously lost sevea children i1 in-
fancy, there are only four left, .iis death has affected me _reatly, his h ving
been one of ay 3a.b-th scholars - he h' ' an iatel ! ireice in sriritual things be-
yon& his years and said to Lis motier " Don't cr, for me mother I am not feared
to die - Jesus mzkes me ha ."

I cannot tell you Lo s~nvrinusly I uesire e shonld be agreed with regard
to the essential ordinances and doctri.ues, one of two orinsions must be wrous.....
I consider correct views to te so necessary to t.e establisiiag and upbuilding

in the faith th-ot I cannot help s eakin; stroagly esvecially to those in whom

I feel interested,...... I rejoice in the hove of being srared to convince you

, on the accomplishment of your vrozi-el vicit to us, I do loag to converse with

you on these subjects, nt I must tecke corn not to be too confident, lest like

poor Miss Trail who, in a fit of zeal, went to convert tic Pope , aad was her-

self converted to Romsn Catholiciz. and in ;roof of her sincerity siace hﬂr re=-

turn hac takea the Black veil,

e . Dnerciisisomething 50 Very iantere~tia akoat tvins, it rbor Jae

is so toiled t.c he ‘'wo.ld have williagly dis:eised witn this twofold additioan. .
Thes» events h~v- cai~edl motler to be o great ~tr-oa_er at Viadwill St, cad given

o

me such liverty of actinsa ¢ad hi i ideas of m;, ovn consequeace thnt she soys

there is no dolar with we. ler advice this moraing is no _reet rroof ho ever of
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her sincerity. She fhixks I should just remain a " Peggy Dogrod all my life, and
as an inducement told me Father has left me heir to all his vos-essions if I re-
tain this eanvisble title, In ‘ays whe1 you .ere young did you think so mother ? -
" Hem ! - Experience my child ".., O ye -yes I quite understaad said I,
A1} mothers old ¥ill
tell tie saie unvaried tale
bt
my s irit tcles ahofher tone
aid sigh: th t it 1s all oaloue !
It is such a rere treat to t a humero:s chot Ntk motuer, I am ‘Bure it makes
me love her ten times better,
I avologize that I have 1ot rezd tre last two g&o;s vh.ich you have so kind
1y sent, having nei others vhich I had tofcombpléte firstis /butiamongst all ‘tiat T
nhave read your reflections on time in y5ur last letter nleaced me most . 3Sven
among my ‘acquaintances, 1 can find a few to corres ond to'sech elass you describe.
It is almost too late to tell you what I was -=doinghanithe first.day of
t' e year,but the first pcrt of it ws s eat - I thiik- s> muchto your liking

that you will be rleased to hear of it. I may rrezise by tellia’ ¥ou Mamma was

with Jane at tiL-t time, aa’ for my amusemecnt seat in six hany liftlﬁ ne hevws and
nieces to a very early breaxfast. At ten, I weat to as ist in distribaiting a .iew
Years hymn auad a taa to irw-rds of (O of our Sabbath scholors, they consisted of
the poorest most micerable looikiing childrea our city -~roduces, 30 you may iuagire
how delighted tliey wcre with this little treat. I hed tc hurry home to su erinten
the dinner, a- friends were .exrvected fros Dalkeitn, I did not feel much inclined
to enjoy their to!ics of conversatisn, so was glad tuot tiey left at aa early
hour. I felt ver: much fatigued, aa’ ‘le~ded this as my excuse for im ediately
leaving fat:.er to his own meditations, bit oance r.ove ia ny oﬁl roow, -t my ovm
fireside and my thoughts allowed to follovw the bend of their own inclinations it
was a late hour before I tiought of retiriag - Such preseats to you tihe im)ortaat
information how I svent this day.

I thenlke you for your kind wisheawith resard to this. yeax, i Ifcaliiotiido bet—

ter than sincerely and in the same sririt hove you may enjoy the szaie. Many

things in your two 1- 5t letters remain uanoticed, © t you must aot on that accoun
in’cr they cre forgotten. It is £ iling in our sex I believe to give quantity

for quality.

Adieun ar _arct.
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Fictou March 29th., 1845,
Dear iargoret :
I do not know whether in the introdictions to your last letter
you intended to deprecate or court criticism or wiaether yo: wrote it with either
in view, At all events, I do not mean t> criticise, for this very plaia reasoa
that I see scarcely anything to find fault With, and you know faultfindi1glis
the chief pleasure of criticism, If you are disszctisfied with your comr-osition

I am inclined to si=spect thrt tiie failt i 1. yourself rather than in your

Stydies .. [ suggest t e followving thou hts 1n the hope that any ene of i
them will lead to the solution of the difficulty.

I am perfectly ~warc of t e insccurac; with which memory often pictures
past events, aad can therefore o- il understond [our .onewnat mysterious hints

respecting tiie possible 1i--1 ointment of long cherished anticipstions, I am

not however much alsmied by tuie 3 rk _icture which you drawv for mej;not thcot I
have moy cherished mauy bri-i* -1ud veritiful reminiscences of dezr friends in
Zdinburghsand thaet I uay not hove 1t aipy castles in the falr fields iwhich
memory furnished for hove a:d imogin: tioa t ‘revel in sbut 1f .1 could knovi my=
self aright, I am disrosed ratler to 1look toc much 2t the gloomy than at the
bricht side of futurity; and rerhars it misht be better for me if I were less
impressed than I am vith the obstocles aud chances vhich intervene betwe:n me
and the attainaent of oljects which I desirejand if I saw less plainly lesser
evils which must accompany every earthly enjoymeat. If it vi.re so _erhaps I
might h-ve more resolition -nd d~cisio., I am however well pleazed th-t such
thoushts hove occure? to you, as you may thus yourself be saved from suffering
from the downfall of any sicl exagerate! faacles, If I remember rightly,you
told me th-t, before my arrivel in Biin,,you exo-cted t> -ec some kind of non-
descript barbarian, or a boy iﬁ a moakey jrcket, aid that roa h-d been asreably
disapointed, I thought at the tiue that it wro very lucky for me that no higher
expactations hal been eatertained, 1ln a second visit however I should not have
that advantage, and I do feel 2 little -~ :rehensive th't I might s ffer in con-

sequence,
I resrect your desire that we shoild be of one mind "ith respect t> the

iastitiatioisad doctrines of the gZosrel....... I too‘have the sameifeelinss;

I would wish every one to h-ve tie views which I have of scripture truth, but
vhen I fouad men I coul1 believe t5 be true chri ti- .s, even thou_ . they 4iff-
ered from me in many import-at priats, I woall be tﬂankful that they at least
had the great esential gift of faith, aad shold be willing to ferbear wath Chem
abhe C)ald.not‘c01vince them: and so I am jsure swonld you, snesiinnaii s i

I a2m hapry to leara that you are connected vwith a Sabbath schosl;I have
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always found Sab,school teachi - one of tne most im roving employ-
ments in which I could eng-se, and it certaialy is - mdost useful ocae,

The advice given you by your mother would seem to indicate that. she thinks
vrty highly of yru; for tiicre is certasinly no office th-t demands more self-
‘sacrificing kindness than that which she would aszign to you. I am very much
afrald however,tnnt i{ you 21d I were at pre ent on th2 srue side of tie Atlantic
I should be disio-ed to dve you ¢ very differeat rdvike, and to s:t at nought
all the rros-ects of usefulness that att-c? theuselves to tlLe office oa " Pegyy
do good " so. .uch mignt t o merits of Mar_-ret bliad me to tihe virtues of FPezsy:

Youriletter contains so much matter sugsestive of thought, that I have

scarcely left room for s:-ying anything of my o movemeats, About a amoath ago I
was called to Halif-x to ive = .e inforuation t> tie Legislature, On returning
I cau_ht a bai eold wiiich '~ t me in t''e house for two weeks, it is now however
quite _one.. ﬂe‘“ ve hod 2 mild winterg with only 3 or 4 days when the ther—
momiter was 20 degrec-s Telo 0 Intyour climate, hyoul wolllde thitkasucficalid
unendurable, !lother desir: e t ay; taat she: has a beautifull chinza noseiin
in bloom,

Hot being a2t all alzrmed by your waraings ahout over anticipation, T hope
I may soon see you asein, aad would rather, if I could say I am certain, than
that I hoyre to do so.

Yo.r r"feetionte friend A
k J. VW, Yavson,

Haddiagton July 2ad, 1345
My dear friend.

Hany‘months hve rarily  as-ed siice I last vwrote ta.you aad, -
God willing I hdpe it is just so meny nearer the time when this imperfect mode
of communication shall no loa_er be aeces-ary, but.face t> face we may enjoy :
free interchan~e of thou hts =and opinioas. Frr the most part this time has been
spent very little to my liking, indeod for the last I months, bustle and éx-
citement so creatly prevoil~d at home, that I have oftean indulged a discontented
spirit, forgetting the- were eveut:c over whicn I h'd no coatrol, ~nd therefore
I oupht patiently to have borne it..... it would be tedious to detcil the many
things which combined t> caise tuis, but the irinci al ccuse wes -~ most uanusual
number and succe.sion of visrtors, often people I crred little aboit, Truly much
compan& is a ;reat snare, at last I felt uasble to staad it,it whirls me into
worldly desires aad plecs re: a:d so irritates my tem er that I am wmost unhappy.
4ith mind aud body exhau ted, a few drys ~350 I m de m: escape to this cﬁnrming
place, where the countr: aroind is erce dingly lovely - the hou e and its inmates

so congenial 4, ny taste ¢ Liem:n “ble to cay I enjoy the sweetest peaceof
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mind and placidity of te:rer I ever experienced. Mr and iirs K, the frieads I

am visiting, are scrrcely middle a_,ed persons, with two sweet well trained child-
ren, Annie 13 and George 11, Mr K is a wealthy faruner - this house is delight-
fully situated near tie top of a slo ing hill; a large gorden fringed with trees
surrounds the housej; beyond, on the slope , the fields extend to Haddington,
which with its slisteaing roofs its churches aal cathedrzl lies in the valley'be-
low ... I must tell you comething about Mrs Keile, she is @ christian, and I thin
the most heavenly minded examvle of a lady I ever knew,.... her husbaad is at
present absent in Engl 1d, yet her servants and famil; -re rggularly assemble
while she offers u» the mornins ~ad evening scecrifice with a siaplicity aad Godly
sincerity which is most refreshia-,.... I am not sorr; of her husbaads absence,

as it allow: uz to enjoy mich chi:raing conversntion on religion and other topics.

It is a zreat pleasure to> be rlnced in t'.e society of christians, viere experiency

and sympatny or reellﬁgs 1ust rove a direct pas-port to ecch others affections,

Li.h il am unable to sive thoughts '‘and ‘opininis on the subjeéta fu your
last letter, for I only hocotily re-d your letter ouce ovér, whea together with
one of your magazines tloy.disar eared - aad were not to be fouad, I ratner sus-
pected that some of 1y “riends t.ink " Out »f si:ht out of mind " is the best
plan with things which come from you - would thiat I cou’d whisper:i‘might then
be induced to tell yon more in connection with tnis subject than I dore write
in plain words-~ Adieu to this however, as I must nnt o~_ain indil ;e in the mys-
terious !~ altho aquietly, I thiik you ccerve that con liment returned.

Mis Isabella Matnew was with @s in ilarch, I enjoyed her company very much
esnecially at first, whea I uas ‘ust recovering from influenza. I to>k a fancy
to have a homeopatiic doctor ~ttend me, but I doubt ti.ere is reat faith required
to reav much benefit froa the infinitesimal doses,

There are wan little i.cideAts wniecr I m’:-ht mention, but I fear it is a
sort of disresvect to lirs K. to sit here scrib lin; indiffereat to all that is
paszinz around .... I 1o a»>t inteii remuziniag here nmuch lon_ er, wien I rlan to
go to Galashiels for a moath, and I will iande2 be sorry to lerve this delightful
place and frmily, . :

I conclude wit! sincere wish, th t by tie Grcce of God, we may be enabled
more and more to adora t.e doctrines of »1ir Jod nad S-viour Jesus Chri.'t,
Very cincerely y» rs :
Margoret A, Y. liercer,
Fictou s July ISthidal

Dear Mar, ret; :

If you were an ordinary corresvondeat, I should bejsin thissletter
vith blaaiug you for not ancwerdi my last letter. Since, .however,'the original

, of 71> corre: ondence .ere that I should write without any ;roulce th-t sl ansver

5
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would be sent, I have no ri it to do this, but must content nyself with saying,
that I have hoped to receive » letter by ever: succe-ding meil for some time
past;and have hitherto been disa -ointed - no saall disc spointment either I can
assure you. whrt ecsn !ve teen the reacon of your loa: silence ? have you been
travelling - or overvhelmed wit. household c-res or only very idle and not in-
clined to write ? I ho e that y>u hov. not be>r unvell,... or perhaps it is only
some dearer thoa treznsatlantic friead,who ‘has Bedu ied vour thouchts too much

to permit aiy of them to we der over tlie oceza, in ler Hajesty'Scmail‘bags, I
hope soon to lesrn iuich of all theze cocu-e5 is o blame 2 /

It is now tie helght 'of our short tut beanutiful su.mer, and bri_ht sunny
skies, flelds covered with wrvin_ :-rain or scented'.clover &r luscious wild straw-
berries, and woods in their £ 1llest lux:.ri nce, talint me tooramble aslof old
among them = as yet Lo ever, I ve I little tiae to 3ratif;_my710ve of.ramb-
ling ¢

Trade Is much morc lively here than' last yedr)landipd@st &k t..e 1:bour of

-

the shop falls on me, By t
I shall have little t° t

little gardening, or [eorhars a very little travelling. Ith:ve had one little

f cource a.ythiag pather then grieved;: though

mer: foristudy, ~and Aami for atu ement eoxce t a

(%]

jaunt and have mede o.ue or two interestii  discoveries niipn; the roexs, .

~

The Geolo icel ciety hav vlicshed two pajers for m@gion the Seslogy of
Hova Scotia = I ccreely thiuk it necessmry to sead ' you qa‘ﬂks of the'j@prnals
containing these ?, I -.z11 vreseat them to you when aext) I pay you e visit,
-an’ I hcve serious thoushts of doing so or tryin. ty do ‘it ﬁext year,
*ffttYou must excuce the flatness of thif e ﬁ“tléﬁ'but not ha&ing had

a letter from you, there is nothing to answer - it #i11 néwever cerve ‘to show
that amidst all my business _ursiits aad scieltifﬁd trifling - and searching
after true and useful knowled e - =nd desires to do ood, I hnve some s are time
to think of yonu, and neither for et, nor cese to wish for a renewal of our mcny
pleasant a d in some resrects instructive rambles ond conversations.... Po write

soon if roscible, :
Give my most csiacere ;0 d wicsnes to your/father and mother anhd all tne

rest, ; : Jiowl Davisom

Pictou August‘BOth. 1345,
Dear Mar:aret
I receivel your last lotter only 'a few dqys 2fter I h-d nocted
-mine to ynu, which I sim0-e you h~ve received; and I c#¢n ~gsure you thnrt I felt

sorry ‘that I.h'd not writed a little longer, till I conld h-ve thanked you for
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for yours, and told y-u 'ow welcoie it wrs t> me, I t indeed arrived most oppor.

tunely, like a visit frou a kind serious friend, who c~.e to talk of the very
things I most needed 213 wished to herr, .Jeithor you nor I possess thct equable
phlegnatic kind of a ten reseit which glides quietly through tl.e world, unexcited

gnd unruffled, = hence e ‘ave grect ne f ehiristis. w-tehfuliess over oursel-

veé,and though verha 's not in d-._er of f11771a_ into very great errors are cery
liable to h-ve our minls uncettled - :d d' turbed, by - tho s: .l thiazs which meet
us dntevenvadayliire . T find. thie steady andiconstaut op dlicatisn, iand: readiness
to attena to numerous dema-us o2 time, required by bucsiaess, the aanoryzace of fail-
ure orthe pleasure of success in any, even ordinary, pursuit;the excitement of
pursuiag any favouratle ctudy ennuiry or =sm7usement, and a-ny other causes to pro-
duce very similcr effects to t hich you ascribe to, too much® compsiy;.ii and
then I feeslimy néed of strength from.above, and am disvosed to lous fori more of
it than I have ever ro:.essed. 1 tile eveaing whea I rececived your letter, I was
very muchk.din this state of mini.,.,. It 1s indeced one of tine greatest difficult=~
ies ofi my Tife pmroverly to reconci 2 .necessary pursuit. of worldly employments
with christizn nrocress., In theory notld can be simpler, It is:plain that gill=
gence in buciness,ecraest - . active devotion to all ti.e duties which arise from
our rel-~tions as me.bers ~f f milles ! socicties is our duty aad for these and
otlier ends, the cultivstion and improvement of our rational n-ture. are th only
countenanced but enforced by christianity, anid If tiey are ieglected e cannot be
consistent christians, Tet they have o constant tendency to lecve their rorer
place and usurp th:t of pri.icivles to which tiey should be subordinstes; din short.

to become the ends a2nd nims of 1life instezd of stevs in journey ‘havimg a higher

object.. .. and I therefore feel often disvosed to &b ly to Godufor s adeictenc
in the wvery words with which you'conclude yobr letter, since jie tan‘sdorn the
doctrines of Christ only by acting well our part ium tie world aad yet not being

o.f- theswprlid?

Itco Sften wish most sincercly that written communicatish might Eive place
tolviva voce ! converzsction; ana if by vishing I could transiort mj elf over the
Atlanticiiichovldimot send this . scrap of paper =teven i.f nothingimorestaresre=

aidred tihan to embark 2nd trust myseclf.for amonth to cavricious winds, I wonhld
7% 4 ? 2

= .

vary =oan et ileast - be on my way to 0ld Scotland = but therc are obatacles nenrer

home sthianithesvamgstand waves of € ochan I can sseanc el bel alise by nsomne
for a day, without feeling unemsy, vhen I thiuk of everythin, left for my fatier
to do, ciailliatn know how muclt more ha:oyhe is when he can sperd a large
partio sl cE ER IS I EN g & oy Tt 48 40 truth mo ensy tter: for an . only SomEts
ieabg home.,..L have howvever lon; azo deterained to enbrace th finst Spractilcail e

: e T ' & R et omLard i ives
or-orturity forivisiting Critaln, and then Satakil ARG R edlotngs) le d g
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itate " where ever it mcy be necessary, It woild in truth, be much easier for
you to visit America, thzn for e to go to Britain - and if Scottish yo&ng lad-
ies were as fearleés as somne.of our Hova Scotia giri:, I would not despair of
you, I am remindei of tiis by a Mrl who w-s in the shop a short time ago,she
was on the voint of sailins to tle United Stotes, -1 came to buy a bible to
take with her, I asli=? her whyr she weat tliere ? she =--id sie was t red of Plctou
it wis a dull place wiere cie could get vleity of hord work, but not such wsges
as sl.e liked - Upwards of 105 zord-lookin_ girls left tictou for the States last
sunmer, €06 @go 1nto service or wors in factories,

lecentlye I went from home for a week, to'visit & bvortion of the country
I had not seen, tain_ for t'es var o e t.e timc of horve~t v en there is little
tusines- done in Fictou. I ve been riding along tie shores of beautiful lekes
, I . know noti whether to be combared with those of your ‘country, or hot, bat at
all eveats verr lovely. I pav n: elimbinsdarong. sranite "hills, whichibhoush
not . so hishtas those of the Hi lands cre very precipitous znd picturesque and
have this farther advantace, sthat inst >F whins ead henther, threr =re covered
with an zbuadance o" ild berrics, I'might aliost £ill out my cheat with thelr
naies, Blueberries of two o ecie~, Blockberries, wild g ce.erries, red currants
and.cherries and meny other little fruits, these all growiag in the utmoszt pro=-

3

fusion on the same granite knoll. As T have just returned cofter 5 daysofiriding

and walkiag over rouzh roads ¢ = onnewhat fatigued, aad as the mail closes

Ingatshomtitimaeslinnst *conclnde .o f, w v T i
J. 7. Dawson,

Zdinburch Septguber 2ad i8S,

Dear friend :
lresuning you !ave loag ago reccived my last letter posted at

Haddinzton, also a paver I :osted ot Gl-szow with enclosure by last packet, 1
nead not again revert t> cu e anmy ileice - but this I ought to do abolo;ise
for passing over many things of im ort:ice contained in ysur letters, I am not
altogether fuilty of neclectinz these for I I often malke theu subjects of thou=
ghs s o irre-tly fecl b wzat of somne chrlistinsa friend to wiom I could
untosom Wy fealings, doubts aid difficulties.... mather dafortunately s not

of ‘uch heln t e, as her thoiihts eeem entirely engroc sed by the prophetical
portions e eE st re o, . I exvostulate with her on . tie eviliod dved T il e
constahtly on one subjectito tle'neslect ofiothers, wilch to me,iteen @s inponite

ant., .. my Totisr, 1 believe is more disiosed for-cdudversation on relicdiodSEitie

jects; but t.ere has been cone restraiasing feelin of awe since chi.ldioo i wilcn
he-rt to him, a3 I desire to do, Caa you believe tuat 1

rrevents ny opeiing ary
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cannot sumuon up courcge ufficieat t> tell him Joi1 intend revisiting us !
There is a youag lady in our church, whose society I have enjoyed lately,
Joiicen b the by 1f yon were dn tie ‘way.of hg"ri': Zdin, gos ip, you would rob-
ably be told, tiat L r lrother i oon to Lecome my husb-ind, Do jou remenber him?
if you do, I daresey you willinot think:me' sreatly complimented, by the choice
the public has made for me; ve~hanss, they think I have 'altered my o_iaion on this
subject, .and now think, that good rrosrects will mzke un for g001 sense - not so,
dother !iss 3il, Christins =n: I et off recently for Rothesay - Isle of
Bute,.,... th> stea 5=t coanrcction betrees Pute nn' 11 the places oa each side

of theiClvde and with the Arsylstire loeks is imme e, andi soiwvenyiichean stz t e

ITreguentiseh ioyed trips to man: beaittiful vlaces inithe ieighbourhood ... lMis G/
and I used to waider abnut for Lours, ‘anad when tired sit down on some hill of on
the rocxs.on the shore aad reo: 1itiledaf the I'ilcrims Frofpessiiyliichime
nsualfliv@teopleewitth uss:, ., . at rotim Lo re roaring with Cristina, gat.erias
tie beartiful wild flove 1 berries " siEngin nd lau ﬂixg t‘ror;ﬁ thé vioods,
vith -as much zlee as if we did not tiibutiiact 1y woere children - I have re=

turned 'as brown as a berry, and so stoit, it occurs to me, you will have to be

reintroduced before yvou recognise your old friend ?

.

Y

de were 9 deys in Gl-sgow, while there an incideat occured which will per<
haps anuse you, I received = letter which having been aiirezicd to Bute, azain to
Glasgow and daubed with ro-trarks I mistook for vour writiag - in hoste, I opened
it and commenced recding it " got safely l-aded on this side of the Atlantic =
beins in Edinburgh I took the liberty of calling at Vindmill 5t, but to my dismzy -
foundatiietlouse shut up, learning that yoiu were at Rothesay Wetc i R This 50
utterly confounied e I felt rcady t» sink ﬁith astonishment ! it wos a little
space before I wa~ alle to reci firther, on doing =0 'owever I very soon discov-
ered it was not from you but v McGrezor, of Jew Orl-za-~,one of the imericais I
had sofething tol do with years agoi= tod long a story:to tell wou ijust nov ... 1
nope I will not be rut to sich ziother test .

Mrrgaret.

Fictou Bepte kter 30th, 1345

Dear Mcrgaret. ‘

I sh-11 try to o te o1 arcver to your letter of Sept,2nd., and per-

haps I better ba:in by civin_ you accordin: to &y u-ual custom, a running commen=-
tary oa your ie*ter; a vroctice whicn you also s!'ould follow, ciice from your

stating thut you thlix of cowe thiugs in my letters, and for: o inlons “hich you

do- not meantion, Yocause youi fear you could not . ouince e of their corr-ectiess,
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I must infer that you -crutinise and condenm, without telling me your conclus-
ions, a course which lacks sonething of tie candour aid confidence of frieadship;
however I must not blane jyon, :ziace you say tiat all these thiags are reserved «
for oral comaunicatisn, May I soon hove ai o ortunity of he-riig them., Serioasly
however, I fear that evei tien I sic1l be unclile s-ti-factoraly to answer your
questicHEEE Ty~ 1 feel t e want'of sympathy as'much verheps as you, yeb when
you shrink fron seeling it; a:d it is only racel; a1d incitentally that, in read-
ing or conversation, I fiud anythia: that exactly suits my wants a.d feelings,

In the abse:nce then of turt symrath; wileh can fecl an we feel an’ vet thiank rore
correctly, we shouald accucto: ourselves to self coateirlation, not to dreamy ab-
straction of our minds from realities, but to a ratioazl secrutiny of our inner
world, . .00 .5 If we can thus try and understand ourselves, we . will not only
have less ne=sd of advice, tut be olle to zive it to oth 5 i .

Tt is perhans just 2#s well th=at 1.do not hear any Bdin, gessip, for the
mention »f your huc:b~and doe. 1ce a queer sort of feeling; znd at least I o
should not be rle-.ed to h~
unworthy of you = I hold ti-t t.ere rre tiree iidis easable qualificatinis nec-

ir aame connacted wit that of aay one I thought

e}

essary for tie huisbaad or wife of a seasiile _erson - .iety, good cense zud good
health; the zbsence of an; of tien, cause much need of forbecrance, leads to manj
trials, to which noone sh>:10 wil'iazly or without very ctrong reason x ose him
or herself ., ' :

iy father has just finished his harvest, we :re now enjoying tae 1ost de-
lightfil season of our yecr, uhea the temrerature is mo’erate, the skies serene,
late fruits ri e - the leaves reginn’nc to turn to autumis glorious colours,

May =ood attend you a:d all your relatives, . ive ti.ea all my kind

regardis,

Yoursisincerecly;, J . i L

'ictou Deccember 25th, 134%,

Dear Harsa}et .

In accordance wit: tie u-u~l custom of writia: and bestoeing
gon2d wishe~ u on our friends on Cnristueas, I have usualiy emn»loyed =2 rt of the
day in writiang to you, ani d3 not intend to abandoa the custom - it seems rather
awkward to wish ybu a merry curi tias, ia a letter which you cannot receive till
some time in next year, yon mzy however, be assured by it that I did wish you a
Merry Chiristuas, cad o happy lew Year also.

You have probntly received 2 small porcel @ad » hestily seraiiled note

- LEe 03

sent by iir Crerar, he looke’ i.to t 10D O day to; say his SHLD LRSS e SR
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ing in ten minutes, an! he w>uld be zlal to take aanything, I was unprepcred,
and had time only to wrap up a few little Y-nkee booiis for the children, and
write a note which I think 1s scarcely worth the troublé of re-ding., "hough I
had noEning at hand which I judged suitable for a christnas gift to you, I con=
soled myself with the hone that ierhays before aad>ther yecr had vassed, I might
be able to rreseuat you with one in rercou iactead of scouding it,

Last evenia: I read a lecture to our Literar, 5Soclety on the scenery of

Hovez Scotia, 2 good subject, cince our little disrer:ed rrovince has 1uch vocr-
iety and bezuty, thou_h from its being a " new country " we hcve [ew persons

who hcve leisure or taste to pay much atteation to its bezuties. I had by woy of
illustrction & few l-rce i) Qrawiligs of -rtictul-r views a.d scveral homes = J
yau would h-ve thou_ht tihe drawings bols enou in execution, since they vere
suited to be viewed acros o larce ro» itl.o 't much lo,~- of e’fect. Here you
hove an accocint of =y mode o 'iag Chri tn-z eve, and also -~everal nrevious

evenings, after shor-shuttin: tiue,

| [ thignk s vou - for thia nes g -yon heve often sentiof late stieyiiane
1
| always welcome, esiecially ‘as conming fromiyou, though not quite so good as a

Jetter, whieh T hope to receive early in glie new yecar, Yoi vowld need tolie carc=
ful in the choice of tne wafers ( 2u2ll rticrers 'ith mottoes written on them )
put on tie outside of your envelopes, since one .ent 1lnst week pult sonebody con=
nected ~itl the po-t office to lit¥dle trouble, The poor man probaglie thousht
that the motto " Lookx .ithin " w-: a Liat of so e unlawf'l correspondeice being
eaclosed, -nd in concequeace tore o en the corner rad, -~fter ez iniag tae con-
tents, tied it uv arain vith o deceiafitwine., I must say thet Tianiat a toss
sometimes to diviae the aia: of one of *hese saie mottoes, and so.etimes
woander if trey are selectcd by chaice = come of theu, at all eveits cp&tain

very good -dvice, which I wi.: I vere atle to fol.ow and that withouit delay.

| Dlting tha past vesr indeed Iithink that.l hive been more seriously ea=-
gaged, more invulved in tie actizl business »f life, than cay.previous one; and
for that very reason more dis o ed to 1lc-k ~erioucly a.d thouzhtfilly on every-
thing aro ad ue, sometimes I feel dis o ed t> asit myself to what ' ar ose is alil
my thoucht and study, my devoting iours of lni~ure to serious 'urs.iits inctead
of to idle nlea-ure, aad really to give & conclisive and sztisfictory ~.swver I
am ‘inable. Yet I am firmly co.avinced tirt sucr. mecacure of rover a.d knowledge

)

as God h-s ziven us , we are poind t> u ¢ for tie benefit of all, aad tirt in

this must consist mucii of the hi_uest kind of ho riness., Thus I ¢ n be cornest

| without being gloomy, and can telieve that, after all, I om as ha y 2s the say=

| est.
| In t.ese respacts hovever I aine-rl:y oo I uel t» be ia ot..r lears, ex-
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cert thot I caan feel 1y mind _rrduclly settlin. more fir:ly iato z matured

and fixed form, and while I hove les- fear of tie world, 2nd coasequently more

confidence in my o'n o e"s in refereice to t o dities of life and contact vwith

my fellew men, I focl more

in his »rresence 11 my -

soriething wvorse. For nov wh

ct, ommision ~id ositic

for tazt selfri htesusnens

o0f ours =« but A=~ 3F &3

aa

ne a venyviistranse 'sort

and nore dis o to humtle ayself

wiedie —iddils 1685 ¢ fide .ice ®
n.1 look baek owen 6n 't astiue
vil rises before me, t 4 Sech
ich iiSi s i titoicre
y Why do I write this to T

L\ Somelaivery vl se iman,  at

before God, 'and find
cone fol.y 2ad even
cr so much of negle-

pl:ice at all lef+

into these dece i tf,l hearts

11, Soze peoPble think

sone . aiversEoad one, 1 take no ins toicorrect their impressions; bublvou:
but yveoudillcesn to meke my . cons Hohe L1a at the same time there is no one in
vhose opinien I Would more vwi t tand - highl-dn'odd contradiction anaigo Gt
solve it when vie me-t n,
You must give .or Ciid ishgsasiar iited t> the seasoin, to youw
father aad motier, 1T G rs gad all their fanilies, dowxy to the weest
bairn among them; I wish =21 oad cand hen iness to thea all, and as miuch 28.to
all put together t» ;ou derr orgoret,
Je W Dasons
Thus ends the yor 23.5.
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Pictoux March 27th. 1846.

Dear Margaret,
You must not feel very sure that I shall be in Edinburgh next
autumn., You know enough of me to understand that, though I may sometimes be a
little obstinate, I am often not very decided, and may abandon & cherished plan
if any important difficulty opposes, or injurious conseguence scems likely to
follow it. The amount of the matter is this, that it I can, without serious -
injury to interests here, do so, I will revisit Britain; and I am the more in~
clined to do so, as I see that I am continually becoming more and more involved
in work of all kinds private and public, so that every year it becomes more and
L more difficalt to leave home. I mean to make ready as far as I can; and when
Autumn comes, If I can go I will, if not I must stay, - I do not wgll know why
you should feel as if you would " hide from rather than welcome " me., A game of
hide and seek would be rather an odd reception for an old friend, and you know
jou and I must mect as friends, very dear friends no doubt, but a: the same
time very wise and serious ones., .it respedt to my views of future employment
I do earnestly wish thzt I could devote myself to the cause of religion, wholly;
but I cannot now see z=ny feasible way of doing so, in consistency with my feel-
ings towards my p:rents, and the duties I owe them. I intend however, if God :
gives me time and opportunity, to qualify myself as far as possible for the
duties of a religious teacher, and thus far being as useful as possible whether
I can or not ever actually discharge those duties as a pastor,. It I revisit
Scotland, I will probably do so with a deter.mination to srend as much as poss-
ible of my time in the theolosical seminaries and rree church, At the same time
however, I see no immediate prospect of lecving my present businesé, and will
not do so, if situsted as 1 am at present,
For some time past, I have h:d too little time to do.much in the way of
sel f-education. 1 have been reacing some Hebrew in the evenings, partly with a
-wiew to knowing something of the language, and partly for thé purpose of under-
standing more perfectly some of the passages of the scriptures. I have also with
1n‘a few weecks attended a singing class with the view of getting some addition-
al acquaintance with the principles of music, and if pos:ible acquiring enough
skill to sing a few psalm tunes in a passable way. Ferhaps I ought to place
under the same head two or three evening parties which I have attended during
the winter; as I do not dance, and there are not usually many cousin Margarets
to be fouad, I only stop an hour or two to have a chat with‘any~intelligent‘
friends that may be present and come away. So you see I am not entirely unsocial

I thank you for your kind inquiries reapecting my father's deafness,
He however, views it as merely one of the infirmities of old age, and has always
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been unwilling to submit to any treatment for it. At present it troubles him
little, as he hears pretty well in spring and summer, winter being his worst
time. Besides he has not faith in homeopatky; and as I think you remarked in a
former letter, a good deal of fzith is requisite to enable any one to profit by
it. for my part I believe that nearly all genergl theories of diseascs and rem-
edies now received, not excepting either homeopathy or the more orthodox tenets
of the college of surgeons, are founded on very imperfect views of the human
system, and ére therefore wrong in practice nearly as often as right. An intell-
igent person, with a good general knowledge of human physiology, and proper att-
ention, can in ordinary circumstances take better care of himself than could be
taken if he acted under the advice of a hundred physicians _.... .. ees.. 1 have
seen too many practitioners with little to recommend them except a Eertain sol-
emnety of manner, and confidence in prescribing for everjthing, whether they
understood it or not. - But I must not follow thise digfossion any farther,

My mother has yet been very little out, but as the weather is now becom-
ing very mild and sunny, I hope she may soon venture on a daily walk.‘

I am glad to observe in the paper you sent by the last paéket , that the
Irimroses are becoming more numerous, but was very sorry to see the death of Mr.
Cleghorn's child. Do not omit to remember me to all your sisters, and give my
most grateful good wishes to your father and mother, It is pleasant to think of
you all, and all that you sa, of ﬁusic draning and country walks calls up very
pleasant memories, with a sigh of regret that 1 am so far away, Or perhaps 1
should rather say that you are.

It is probhable tha' when navigation opens, some of my friends here may be
taking passage for Britain, and in that case, I may send my next letter by some

of them
g Your affectionate friead
: J. W, Dawson,

Edinburgh May lst, 1846.
My dear friend : :

I expect to be unusually busy for sometime, and thereby perhaps
prevented from writing - I write now shortly to thank you for the books which
you sent to the nephews and nieces, we distributed them among the children as
we thought best - I thought it would not be a bad plan, to let them have them
only on loan until they had recd them and could give a fairly accurate account
of their content, when they would become their own property.

Accept my thanks also for your last nice long letter, N¥hen I first read it
I felt a little anused by the unceremonious manner with which you treated my
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fine logic; for your answers returned with a power of reasoning, which swept away
my poor weak observations with as much ease as the ocean wave effaces the sand
traced name, but as the receding tide leaves another opportunity of retrieving
it, s0 when the first effects of your powerful arguments subsided, again I find
& few new fears ready to arise etc, ete. - nor would you be surprised at this,
did you only know half the warnings i hear about the daigers and snares to which
talents and learning expose the posses or. ( I cannot help thinking that this
latter subject is introduced and dealt upon with design ). 8z that as it may,
I confess that t e stuiy of the scriptures elther in Hebrew or our own language
can tend to evil ?_Excuse me however, affectionately reminding you ever to app-
roach the sacred volume with childlike dispositions, desiring the sincere milk
of the word that you may srow thereby .....

Col. Mathison has been in a precarious state of health for some months,
until a few weeks ago, he put himself under the care of Dr. Henderson and has
gradually bee:x restored almost to his usual he:lth.‘and awaits milder weather to
to walk abroad again. '

My next work, if all goes well _resents ipon the whole an agreable pros-
pect, though a most disagreable process - nothing les than our removal fromz
Windmill 5t. to 1l ‘rniston Place, iewingtoi. This event will indsed be an epoch
in my existance, it being l8 yesrs since we came here, all my ldeas and assoc-
iations of home are concentrated on this srot =~ every nook and cornecr hcs its
tale of joys and sorrows which to memory are very dear. . know not how I am to
become reconciled to the change ¢ Considered in itself, i; is a decidedly de-
sireable change,'bein_ a better house, with a sweet flower plot in front - a few
fruit trees and flower shrubs at the back, e have long scught for such a house,
I trust my parents will have health and long life to enjoy it. j

When you next write, please direct your communication to athe aforesaid
address, 4
Yours very sincerely,
Hargaret‘-

Edinburgh Septemoer 2nd. 1846.

My dear friend :
It i8 now a long time since I heard from you and longer since

I 'rofe; time however passes so swiftly especially in summer while we are moving
about - for you know we are all very fond of jaunting, and all of us have now

and again been away from home, but the drooping leaves and ;ipening grain remind
me that that season is now come which hope has associated with your return, and
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I still think of it as an uncertain event, and this principally induces me to
take up the pen to ingquire what your decision is respecting it ? Even now I feel
disappointed for I had hoped you would be 1n_time to see our foliage in freshness
and beauty, or at fartherest before the fruits and grains were gathered, and the
rustling leaves scattered over the fading flowers, bit already the earlier trees
as harbingers, announce the aproaching decay of all.
k My lgnorance of the difficulties , if not inconsistances, which I know
many believe to exist between God's account of creation and tae discoveries of
modern science prevent me to intelligently sharing your joy in the satisfactory
, L results of your study on this subject, but I can readily understand it to be. more
co .firmative to your faith in all scrirture bteing given by inspiration etc., and
cordially unite in the hope of your being enabled to prove this truth to some of
our poor fellow sirners who being wise in their own conceits, are fools in the ;
sight of God.....
Speaking of books I lately read one you sometime ago recommended to me =
" Julien or Scenes in Judea " and was well repaid by the cleasr understanding 1
now have of the condition and sxvectation of the Jews at the tine of Christs com-
ing - At the same time I was forcibly struck by the strong resemblance the mis - A
taken views the jews had concerning the character of Christ's first coming bears
to those , we, the Gentiles - now entertain regsarding His second coming, but in
. this also what the Lord by his prophets foretell is being fulfilled. We might not
perhaps agree in this comparison but as we agree respecting the truth that saves
our souls, let us examine ourselves and see that we are in the faith remembring
that day is approaching when we snall know even as we are known ! I rejoice and
v tremble at the thbught.
I must not omit to tell you that my friend Isabella Mathew is married to
Mr Hall , a pious amiable young gent, with whom I believe she will enjoy much
solid happiness - he is an architect. I was present at the important ceremony,
alth&' not without a little fatigue and trouble in consequence of having promised
to be present at the marriage of another young friend ( Miss Pirie Dundee ) on
' the 7th, and Isabellsa's was on the 9th. July ~ thus leaving the intervening day
and night to travel from Dundee to Galashiels. I went direct through by maill and
reached the latter place at 4 o'clock on the morning of the 9th. - had two hours
slezp and rose fresh as o daisy, nor did I even after feel any bad effects from

the unusual excitement.
I might £ill much raper with interesting public news such as the resus-

itation of the anti-slavery question, in which I have taken a lively interest -
but I presume you notice such subjects in the newspa ers, 80 I will content my =.
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seXf by telling you all my relations are in very good health at present, this
comes hoping you and yours are in like condition,

Yours sincefely Nargarat

EoBe I should tell you, that four weecks ago a duplicate Margaret Anne has

appeared in the shapre of sister Jessie's little daughter,
b How do you get on with your music ?

Pictou October 1lst, 1846,
Dear Margaret : ' '
L I sit down to answer your last letter, without very certainly
knowing what to say. Just imagine me keeping shop from morning till night, and !
sides the selling, bookkeeping etc., looking after tenants going out of and com-
ing into houses, and attending to a hundred other things rublic and private that
use up hours cnd minutes : and father tha greater part of the time at his farm,
and mother very iniirm in heaith, and scarcely half the ca; out of bed; then sa;
what likelihood ther is thet I can soon leeve 8ll this, ave:i for a short time. !
has truly been work, work, work with me for some time pas'. fevertheless I ent:
tain a faiant hovpe that, towards the approach ol winter, ther: may be a lull whi¢
may enable me to thinl: again of a rum over the water. My motle '‘8s weak health
is 3 serious obatacle. I fear the effects of the winter on he-, in her present
state, and even now there are few days sufficiently fine for h.: to venture out,
so that tnere is little opportunity for her to recruit herself b5’ exercise,

There is a fine large ship now nearly ready for lauachi:g, and which wi!
likely -2 ~Nrv:t the niddla of this contk -If I do not get reac to go in her,

_ * =~ *the preseut. w1l likely be abls t> let you kno!
by nexr packet wiether . .. 0 tne e, *, go. 1 fear it 3il be the lat!
4 a3 if ther 1is so auch work for me .l home a5 ... 73 w0t :¢el easy when

from hor. , knowing that those 1 lelt behind wer: ,ue;:ﬁ;a~aed.

Tou wiil think, 1 am surc, trat 1 sm cvermuch: troubled w:'h the cares o:
this world, and I often think sc to; but thea 1 am so situated ti.:.t alaost con-
stast at undance is rejuiraid, even when there is not much teing . :nej and_geher
ally there is a host of thiags pouriag u.on me to be dvne which  cannot avoid
vithouﬁ a deviation from duty.

J have had little time of late for literary labour of an kind, but by

using such portions of evenings, as I could snatch, have donc sc¢ ething; I have
howevar much uufinisred that I woald liike to perfect this eutum . I had one lit

excursion from homa, shortly after I last wrote aad sav some p) 'ttty scenery, of
w vou sore sketches when we mect again,

whizk I hope to sho
i " 4n one -esyect, There is

I can aprreciate ycur remarks or g
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even 10w & manifest t-adency among professing christians to accomodate all parts
of the seriptures to the views and prejudices of the day. This 1 suapect has
always been, and is a natural fruit of the rebelliousness and perversity of hu -
man nature. It does very markedly appear in the interpretations of the prophetis
parts of scripture, though in that its effects are not so mischevious as where :
it leads to blindness to imrortant practical truths. In the matter of Christs -
second coming, it will séarcely be fadr to accuse any of blindness, unless, when
the event happens, they fail to recognise in it the fulfilment of prophecy, in
the neantime dark views must be treated with leniency, as rrophecy itself is, and
I believe was intended to be, obscure. Ve would allow a Jew, before the first
advent, to have imperfect views, which we would consider inexcusable after the
apparent contradiction of th- old prophecies had been reconciled by the fulfil- :
ment of all in the person of th~ Saviour, So that if you or I entertain unfound-
ed expectations respecting unfulfilled provhecy, the chief dahger is that we may
thereby be blinded to its real fulfilment, I will give you tio instances of the
ovil effect - of such views, The first is the tcrdency to look for the foes of
Christ only in pepery .nd the ecclesiastical tyranny of rulers, and to overlook
the anti-christian elements existing in our own churches, or those we may think
most pure, The second is while we look forward with hope to the glorious things
promised to the church on earth, to neglect the truth that it is only in proport-
ion to the inereasing numbers and purity of Christ's true followers, that his
Kingdom ean truly come, and his foes be really overthrown,

I suppose 1 have seen notices of the anti-slavery movementsa to which you
refer, It is a good cause and will prevail, in apite of + .- =~ntilasclf s nyiann
neighbours of the southern states.

In conclusion, I do very e=- ..y iong to see iZdinburgh again, .u’, taen’
would it not be wrong to leave my urzsseat post if I éannot do so without inyury
to ny father and mother, iay the test rkleesings rast on you all. '

Tours affectionately

J. W, Dawson.
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24 St Patricks -Square
January - Tuesday Evening - 1847
Dear Margaret: ¢
Yhen 1 last wrote, I expected that we should now have been able to
speak to each other on a subject of which I did not then dare to write; and
though 1 had made up my mind, and also promised to your father, to c&nsult him
before saying anything to you, I had no anticipation that he or your mother would
not consent to our having so much communication as would enable us thoroughly
to understand one another's views and purposes, in a matter in which we are :
surely not less concerned and likely to be affected for good or evil than they. i
It may be that , in so long a correspondence, we should have been more explicit
ere now; if so the fault is mine, and all that 1 can now say in apology for it,
18 thzt was at least due to other causes th:n want of affection towards you..
This however, renders it all the more proper, and even necessary, that we should
now have an opportunity of consulting with each other, Though I believe that this
is right, and should not h-ve beea opposed by your parents, I have waited in the
hope that their views might be somewhat modified. I believe, however, that I
have waited in vain, and in these circumstances I have determined to ask an
interview with you, that we may have a few minutes conversation on what it is
right for us to do in the very difficult circumstances in which we are placed.
I do not know what time or place will be convenient or even possible for you, if
disposed to grant this request, however, may I suggest, that if you could take
a walk in the meadows on sriday or Saturday next, I will be on the north side,
near the place where we used to enter them from the square behind Windmill 3t, on
those days, from 2 O'clock till derk.
.You must understand dear Margaret, that in the event of your considering
it wrong to meet me in this way, or of its involving any inconvenience or risk of
injury to your health, I do not wish you to attend to it, for however hard it may -
be to be debarred from conversation with you, I can bear that more easily than
I could being the cause of any injury to you. It is also possible that there'may ;
still be some prospect that your mother and father may not always be so inflex-
ible. If you think so , it may be better to wait a little loager than to do any-
thing of which they may disapprove,
A In any of these cases, I would of course like that you should let me know
your opinions or position; but as it is possible that you may not be able easily
to do even this, remember that it is better for me as well as for you, that I
,should have a walk in the meadows for aa hour or two in vain, than that you shoult
get into any trouble. I feel dear Margaret, tgat in ?his matter we have need of
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much wisdom and moral strength; and I pray that God may grant us more than we
have, I feel however confident that out of all these troubles good will come; aﬂd‘
have even good hope that your parents may be induced to abandon the ﬁosition'they
have taken; since if your feelings toward me are as strong as mine are and have
been toward you, it would not be hard to show that their present position is a
most injudicious one. This is the chief reason for any now being anxious to see
you. I am fully aware of the many real sacrifices which you must make if you go
with me; though I also believe that you would find many counterbalancing goods
of w>ich you can have less knowledge at present. It is the weight of these app-
arent sacrifices in your mind, that I have always'regarded as my chief difficulty
and 1f I should be so hapry as to overcome that,l would fear others little; if .J
that cannot be overcome, the others of course need not be meddled with,

I am yours most truly
J. W, Dawson,

sdinburgh - Friday 15th, 1847 - January.

Dear Margaret:

I thank you for your kind promptitude, and aiso for the thoroughly
wise and right feelings which you express. I love you too well to wish you to
do do anything that you could ever have just cause to regret; and I have the
most perfect confidence that neither I nof you can in any way be losers or be
involved in greater difficulties, by having the most scrupulous regard to the
rights and feelings of others. I cannot seec that in this respect you have any
reason to blame yourself, and I feel very sure that you are not likely to give
any one just cause to blame you.

I must confess that I too have felt much uneasiness. I have worked away,
with a stone heart, at my business and studies, but it has been hard and rather
heartless work; ani then, every pzrt of the town is so0 full of oblects recall-
ing the memory of happy times when you and I could talk as much as pleased us,
that it was scarcely possible to feel comfortable in the uncertainties and
doudbts of the present. Yet in looking back to those days, there is great reason
for hope and comfort. How great have been God's mercies to us in the interval,
If we were gayer then, it was only in consequence of less thought, and not of
greater cause of happiness; and while we have been far apart, and have greatly
changed in our views both of things temporal and eternal, our thpughts and feel-
ings are as much in unison as before. Surely then we have now still better cause
than we could then have, to take courage when we look forward to the future.

I have had a letter from home informing me that all is well, though of

- course they do not yet certainly know where I am. They will however know in two

or three days.
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I began this, merely with the view of acknowledging your note, I would have
done so sooner, but have been driven about by business, which I could not neglec
without incurriag the charge of carlelessness. Trusting to see you very soon, 1

conclude, as I should like you to call me -
William,

Edinburgh, January 22nd. 1847.

Dear Margaret :

A few days are, in some circumstances, a very long time, and I al~-
ready feel it to be long since I heard anything of you. Another week has nearly
expired, and so far as I know everything is just as it was, and what is worse
I know of nothing that in present circumstances I can do to make it better. You
must therefore excuse me for again writing to you ; esvecially as there are many
things which it is rignht th=t I should tell you, and which may be as well writte
as spoken, perhaps better, since when written you can consider them at your leis
ure. The first is an idea which never occured to me, but which I have heard hint
ed since I came here. That there might be between you and me scme feeling of
mutual obligation; thet is, that though there was no actual engagement, we might
feel in some way pledged to each other, and thus be lnduced to act in a manner
different from our personal inclination. Anything of this kind would plainly be
only mutual injustice, however good the motive might be, I mention it merely for
the puryose of saying to you, as I have already said to your father, that I can
plesd no claim upon you, no encouragement received from you in all our correspon
dence. There has been nothing on which I could rationally found such a pretensio
and if there had, I should have no wish to insist upon it. Whatever your decisio
with respect to me, it must be a free one, ﬁhe dictate of your own heart, as wel
as of your judgment. For my own part, I know too well for my present comfort,tha
ay greateat.earthly hapriness would be in surrendering all my freedom, and perm=-
ansntly engaging to love you.

Our climatz seems to be a great bugbear to persons here, and certainly
with no good reason, 1 can give you a superficial idea of it in a few words.
The spring is drier than yours, generally very clear and sunny but with occasion
cold and raw weather,The summer is drier than that of Scotland, and for about a
montn somewhat warmer, its sunniness and beauty cannot be exaggsma®'e d. The
autumn is generally very fine and agre:ble. The beginning of winter is often ver
like that of this country, but so soon as the frost has fairly set in, it is

dbright and healthy. There is occasionally, for a week at a time weather extremel
cold to those who are obliged to be much exposed,and there are . a few wet thaw
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days, but the greater part is such that I believe there is more driving and jaunt-~
ing about among our ladies in winter than in summer. In clear weather ladies

drive about in sleighs with perfect comfort, when the air is at least 20 degrees
colder than you have it here. you may be assured that our climate is much more“
agreable,and quite as healthy as this; and I may add tﬁat I never found any one
who had experience of both, to have a different opinion,

With respect to Pictou itself, though a small place it is not to be jud~-
ged of by small places here. It has a large proportion of good and comfortable
houses. It has also a large procortion of very respectable and intelligent so-
ciety , and many christian people, though I confess that there, as in most other
places, they are the smaller number.There are literary, benevolent and religious
institutions of many kinds, some of them as well managed as any here, though of
ecourse on & smaller scale. In the manners of the people there is little that is
different from what is seen here ; except that all are more on a level, as we
have no persons of great rank oe wealth, and few who are in want; and intelli-
gence and a desire for kncwledge are more universally diffused than even here,

Another important matter is my present means and prospects.Ilt would of
course be a very impudent, not to say unprincipled thing to ask you to go where
you would be exposed to want, without at least warning you beforehand.In this
regpect 1 have no reason to fear.Our business which though in my fathker's name,
may be in mine whenever I wish, it hés been more than sufficient to maintain us
in a position as respectable =28 that of any in our country, and as comfortable

as that of any in the middle ranks here, We have also a considersble smount of
property in land and houses, besides that which we ourselves occupy; and our
trade has been increasing, and I hope to do something towards rendering it more
productive while here now., On this subject however I shall obtain more full and
precise testimony from home, if I find it likely to be of any service,

My parents and I, as you know, inhabit one house, which however is large
and well furnished, and till lately was occupied by another family besides our
own, Ne have two other large houses which are rented, and a little cottage on the
farm which my father is desirous to furnish and occupy, as he would like to spend
all or nezrly all his time on his farm.

Our establishment consists of two women servants and a man servant, two
hor-es, two cows, a riding sleigh and fly, the latter purchased last summer , for |
the purpose of driving about with my mother, axnd for carrying father to and fro

from the farm. :
%ith respect to myself, I am aware that my fondness for scientific pur-

suits, not directly connected with my business, may give persons here unfavour=-
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able impressions respection my attention to business when at home, I believe
however, that 1 have occupied less time in this way, than most young men do in
other amusements; and I am able and willing to give these things ﬁp ir necessary.'
I have indeed promised, when I return to do all in my ower to relieve my father
altogether of the labour of business. :

A more unfortunate roint than any of these, is the circumstance of our
being connected with different religious denominations, at least I know it weighi
much with your mother. This is a matter however, for which we alone are respon-
sible, and with which no other person has a right to intermeddle. On that very
account, however, it is one which should be rightly understood. I may say for
myself, that to me it is no difficulty, si ce I am firmly persuaded that the rea
distinction is between Christs people and the world aad not between one sect and
another, It is far better to have a common faith than a common creed; and disre-
gard of this truth produces as much mischief in the world as any one thing I kno

In writing of these things, I do not surpose them to be important element
in your decision;but I know that,if we would be thoight by others to act wisely,
such thin®s must not be negleczted. There is a kind of small wisdom which looks a
little difficulties appearing on the surface, and sees nothing of reasons of
infinately greater weight, in reference to the hap-iness of those concerued in
any course of conduct; and it is by this kind of wisdom that we must expect at
least in a great measure to be judged.

1 may mention how I am spending my time here, I had hoped to have spent
much of it with you, but since at present 1 cannot do that, and it would neither
be any compliment to you nor service to myself to waste it, I am endeavouring to
turn it to as go d account as possible. In the morning at half past eight, I go
over to Elder 3t, to get a lesson in Hebrew, At 10, I attend tue chemistry class
and work in the laboratory at analysis of soils till lor 2. The afternoon I have
for all sorts of miscellaneous business, and the evening usuélly for study. wher
I receive my letter fromhome by the Feb, packet, I shall have for a time at leat
to occupy most of the day in selecting and buying stock here and in Glasgow. The
information I am obtaining in the meantime, I know I can turn to good account ai

home’On Sabbath, I have made arrangements for joining in communion with Ir Johnt
ton‘s church,'I would like sometimes to attend the meetings of your church, but
cannoct appear ther in present circumstaaces,

I have always felt in relation to you, that I was hoping for more than I
deserved or had a right to expect, -nd I never felt this nore than when I asked

you to meet me, that we might have some conversation on the present state of
affairs. I am now however, still more desirous to see you, because if you can
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aehll regard my proposal with favour, I know that by writing home by the Feby
mail, I can obtain much that will enatle me better to meet the objections of
your relatives, in so far as these are to be removed by facts. If then you can
point out any way, time or place where I could see you, or if you can tell me
anything which will enable me to write home with greater certainty, I will be

most grateful,
William,

£din, Thursday 28th. 1847.

Dear Margaret :

On Monday I was so thankful for seeihg you at all, trat I did _J
not so much feel the disaprointment of not being to converse with you, till after

I had left you, In the days thnat have passed since, however, I have felt as if
everything was quite as bad as before, with the additional aggravations tnat I
had caused much trouble to yoi, a1. had perhaps greatly offended your mother.

I fear that she will thiak that I spoke rashly and harshly to her; if so I am
truly sorry, for I feel that I owe her too much to have any right to complain ;
and though I think that the ri-ht of d-.cision belongs alone to you, you know that
I have not attempted to advance my own cause by disparaging the influence which
either the authority or feelings of parents ought to have, Mrs Bell informed me
yesterday that it was Mr Hoesbir. h your r.other would consult, I remember that
when here before, I thought him to be a good man, and I hope that God will guide
him to advise wisely. My chief reasons for writing now, one to ask you to inform
me as soon as possible of the result of his advice, which I think your mother
said she did not object that you sho.ld; and to say that if eit'.er your mother
or you wish me to see him, either to hear his opinion, or to give him any infor-
mation that I can, I am very willing to do so. - 1 hope too that your mother
will not forget my request that I should have an opportunity of seeing her be-
fore nexr month. :

By far the hardest part of this whole affair, to me,is that it should
cause so much pain to those whom I have least wish to injure and most cause to
respect and love, and especially to you. How can 1 hope to reray y>u for all the
trouble you have already been put to. I cannot however, cease to hope tnat I will

be allowed to try to do so.
William.

If your mother suspects anything treasonable in tnis note, you may

snow it to her.
Edin. Friday evening Jan, 30 -1847.

Dear Margaret.
I opened your note this evening with an anxious mind, but when I had
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'-read it, I thanked God for what it contained; for he has brought good advice

-

from quarters where I had no influence, at a time when I was less hopeful than'
ever., Mr Hasbergh has referred to the rezlly important points; and though, as
you say, they have been thought of before, they require to be thoroughly under-
stood. I do not intend to say eanything of them now, exce;t that you may depe.d
on my speaking to you fully and fairly, as in the presence of God, and speaking
to you whose respect and affection are so very dear to me, and could not be re-
tained, if I were found to have deceived you,

I am glad that your doctor has some rezl knowledge of our'climate, though
Chestqr 18 not one of the finest parts of my country. I know that most medical
men here have much less correct views, because they are guided by reasoning
from this climate, in a man-er which leads them directly to the reverse of truth;
and therefore I feel the more thankful that yours should have a fact leading him
in the right direetion, I could give you more such facts, some of them curious

enough.I will not forget your caution recspecting troubling your mother with a

. subject she does not like. :ou know something of my feelings toward her; and:

though, in shatever we do, we must try to have her consent and blessing, it would

‘not be the best way to obtain that, aay more than it would to be in accordaace

with my wishes, to annoy or grieve her, :
Let us continue to pray, dear Magaret, that we and all cdnnected with us
may have guidance from on high, to all that is true and right.
William.

wed, Febry. 3rd. 1847. Edinburgh.
Dear Margaret. j
Last evening I finished my letter for home; 3aw your father, and

requested him to take my message to your mother, and then finished reading Mr,
Beverly's pamphlet and comparing it as far as I could with scripture. It we
could take another walk tomorrow, I will tell you what 1 think of his views, or
rather what I think the bible says of them.

If you can cone, I will wait as before at Preston 5t,, at the same hour.,
It I can manage to finish a pilece of work I have to day at the college, I think
I will take a run out to see Mras Bell this afternoon.

Yours ever
William.

Thursday evg. -ebry, 4th. .<dinburgh.
Dear Margaret :
After we parted today, I thought, as I had s-nt & méssage by
your father, it would be as well to consilt him as to the expediencj of calling
this evening. He said he h=d intended to invite me to come tomorrow evening; but
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as I told him that I was engaged to dine at Mr. Boyds , he aéked me to come on
Saturday. I asked him to mention to you, that for these reasons I would not come
out tonight. I now write however, lest he should forget, and you should not kﬁo'
the reason of ny absence,

The more 1 know of your mother's disposition and probable feelings, the
more hopeful do I become thei she will yet treat me very leniently, and pardon
my great presumption in asking her for her daughter,

Our conversation today, though somewhat cheerful,'was useful, since we
touched on a great many things that may let us better know one another's views
and modes of thinking. After leaving you however, my conscience did check me for
being the means of leading you such a round through the snows; perhaps risking

the danger of your taking cold. I trust however, that no such bad effects will
follow; but that we shall have occasioh, in future times, to look back on this
as one of the sunny days of our lives, after the clouds whose gathering we fear

shall have passed away.
#illiam,

Monday evening - Febry. 8th. 1847. Edin.

Dear Margaret.

I received your note .... and I can mect you tomorrow without any
scruples of conscience, since I think the circumstances in which we afe-placed
call for mutual confidence and decision, '

I calleion Mr Horsburgh today, and had a few minutes conversation with
him, I could not of course say much except on co:mon place subjects, and he as
I had expected did not wish to say much., The amount of what I said was - that 1
knew he had been consulted anﬁ that his advice was nighly valued by all parties -
that I knew that you, in whatever you did, wished to have the approbation of the
church with which you are connected - that I wished to recognise him as an elder
of that church, and desired to regard him as a christian friend - that I wished
for these reasons to give him an opportunity of knowing me, and of asking or sug-
gesting anything that he might think proper, That I had no wish to ask aay inter-
ference on his part, or any information that might have been communicated to him,
He did not seeam to be disposed to ask anything, except about the Baptists in.
Pictou. I told him what I knew of them, and also that my regard for you was very
much founded on my opinion of your character as a christian, ihat little beside
was mentioned I may mention when we meet ~ I could not tell whether the impressic
I made wacs favourable or not ? : .

I spent a good Sabbath yesterday, and I believe that the spirit of Christ

was with me,
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I saw you pass yesterday, and thought how happy it would be to spend the
Sabbath with yoﬁ, and how happy it is that you are a pe-son of whom I can think
without thinking les  of God. Other less pleasant thoughts I tried to keep away.

William,

Edinburgh, reb, l2th., 1847.
Dear Margaret
I write this note because in reflecting on what I said respect-

ing speaking to your father, I fear that it was not as wize as it might have been
and thought I am sure that in this you can act for yourself better than I can
direct you, yet as what I said may mislead, you will excuse me for again troub-
ling you with this subject. : J

I gpoke of askihg your fathers advice, it would have been nearer the mark
to have said his sympathy and countenance; and if these can be obtained at all,
the best way to get them will be by frankly and seriously opening your mind to
him, telling him your own views and mine and desiring him to think as favourably
as he can. I am sure that if you can do this, you will not regret it, even altho'
you should fail in attaining any satisfactory result; and it may be a step toward
extricating us from present difficulties. - You see in this case I wish you to
plead for me, as well as to ask advice for yourself, I know this is scarcely a
fair request, L't I have hope that whera I have failed you may succeed, and there
fore I make bold to trouble you with this also.

I am yours sincerely
William,

£iinburgh - Monday morning - Feb ? 1847.

Dear Margaret : 2
Do not think me too impatient because 1 write so soon, asking

to see you,
There cannot be anything undutiful, on your part, ingranting me this,

since if you have a right to decide for yourself, and if as I understand, your
parents are willing to eoncede this right, they surely cannot object to your'
informing yourself fully respecting every fact that ought to guide you. Indeed it
appears to me strange that they should be averse to my calling on you at their
house, at least once. After I left on Saturday, in thinking over our hurried and,
- on my part, rather disjointed conversation, I felt sorry that I had not asked
your mother's mind on this'subject.
In present circumstances, I can think of nothing better than to ask you ¢

to renew the former avpointment, for tomorrow - I will therefore, unless you give

me contrary orders, come out at a quarter past eleven by the town tire, and will
wait for you about Freston St..... 1 shall be prepared to say, in as few words as

possible, all I have to say on the subjects referred to in your last note, and
shall not urge you to give any decision on them, till you have time to consider
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them, and to ascertain the influence my answers to them may have on the mind of

your mother. :

It makes me all the more anxious to see you, that I am sure that many
things in my views and position, in a religious point of viev, are less to be
objected to than your mother and even you think.If it were not so, I would perhap
not feel so very confident as I do, that you and I would be fitting helpers to

each other inthe pilgrimage of life,
It 18 a very terrible thing to me to think of difficulties that nay all-

together separate you and me in this world; yet they must be mey and conaidered;
and with Gods help, this shall be done in a truthful and christian spirit so that
I may be worthy of bvbeing Y O U R WILLTIAM,

Globe Hotel, Glasgow - Feb. 24th, 1847,

Dear Margaret:

I have just finished my days wérk, after much weary tranping
along the straight flat streets of this smoky town, I have however, no cause to
complain since I have done a considerable proportion of my work, and have had a
fine dry day. I hope to finish nearly everything tomorrow, and to get back to
Edin, early Friday.

In going to my lodgings yesterday evening, I felt that I had done wrong
in detaining you so long, and perhaps exposing you to blame from your father, as
I know he does not like towait longer than is proper for his supper. I did not
however, feel any regret for what we had said, nor do I now, for I am fully per-
suaded that it is the best way for all - parties, and that God will bless us in
it, as He has in thinking favourably of each other hereto fore; Notwithstanding
every ones opposition. I thought over it all this morning, in coming here; and
several things occured to me which might make further steps easier and which I
‘will mention when I return.I am however, very anxious to know what you think now
whether calm reflection beggg you out in adhering to what we partly resolved
yesterday. Whether you are less troubled or more distres;ed than before. It will
however scarcely be worthwhile to write to me hwere, unless you can be sure that
your letter will reacn me before rfriday morning - 1 will try to sce you at any
rate on Friday aft-ranoon, :

; A great part of my time to day has been occupied in buying little knick-
knacks in the stationary way, which take more time than things of more importanc
It is a pleasant part of my work too, for however strange you may think it, I
take as much pleasure in getting nice patterns and colouré of perforated cards
and gold ornaments, tissue papers glass seals, showy priats and all that sort of
thing, as in any other study I know; and it deserves additional interest from
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being one department of the study of human nature; since it involves a knowledge

of the tastes and notions of the ladies who buy such things ~ I do not deny how= °

ever that I would rather buy and sell useful books, though I see no cause to -
quarrel with ladies for amusing themselves with trifles, if they show good taste

"4in them.
This morning on going to the railway I heard a little bird singing a few

pretty notes, in the trees at the foot of the castle hill. He was a little fel=~-
low smaller than a sparrow, with a dusky breast and a bill I think like those
of the linnet family. I would like to know the little fellows name ? perhaps you
can tell me. His joyful song makes me think that our Heavenly father, who cares
for the sparrows, will care for us; and tru-t that e will deliver us from all
our troubles; and not us only, but also those who are troubled on our account,

Zarnestly wishing that he may give you 2s much peace and serenety as is
possible.
I am y-ours sincerely
William.

Edinburgh - March 1847,
Dear Margaret :

This evening I had intended to tell you the result of my interview
with your father..... iot having had an oprortunity however of doing éo, and
thinking that it may be of consequence to you to know, in case of having any
conversation with your mother on the subject, 1 noi write a short statement of

what was said,
I told him that I believed our minds were made u.p to proceed, under exist

ing circumstancea, and tnat I wished to ascertain from him how far he could go
or how much he would be disposed to do towards enabling us to go on without any
unnecessary discomfort or annoyance, such as might arise from our having to act
in apparent opposition to his will. I also asked him if he could not take upon
himself the trouble of enquiring into all matters importaat to your comfort, an
of suggesting to me or negotiating with me, anything that he might think necess

ary to your security in point of maintenance and independence. : :
; He said he was disposed to place no obstacle in our way, but feared that
it would be impossible to reconcile your mother to it so far as to permit any
appearance of consent on her part., That he thought our best plan vquld be to
manage the affair for ourselves altogether, and not to ask to be married in
your mothers house at all; and he explained to me what he thought would be the
best mode of proceeding -~ I have not room to state it here.

He said he was well enough satisfied that you would not want for anything

ﬁgssséary '1£h A6, but said he was willing to see my father's letters whgn they

l
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arrived; though he believed that no fears of any pecunta ry destitution entere
into his objections or Mrs Mercers. ’

He mentioned that he did not think ydur mother would give you anything in

the way of outfit; but he thought you were pretty well provided. that he did not
know whether or not he would give you anything himself; and that he would recomen

us not to waste our money in anything unnecessary; these were subjects however,
on which I was not disposed to ask questions.

I tried to impress on him that I would be very grateful for any kindress
or forbearance that would make parting from them less painful to you, or could
prevent us from being evil sroken of, He seemed however to think that your mothex
feelings on the subject, would make this very difficult.

I think I bave stated as correctly as I caan the account of our conversatiorn
on the subject, and I must say that 1 found him speak more kindly on it than i
had expected.,

If I cannot see you tomorrow, I will endeavour to te dispatch as many othe
matters as possible, so that my time for the remainder of the week may be my own.

On Thirsday I hope to speak more fully to you of the further steps we may
have to take before getting through present d&ifficulties, May God graant you stren
gth and decision for it, and bless all that we do so that we may afterwards have
occasion to rejoice in looking back. It is a very long time to wait till Thursday
without seeing you. If I can safely do so, I must try to call tomorrow. I hope .
that you and your mother may arrive at a satisfactory understaading.

Earnestly wishing to be able to call you mine,
I am your William.

Edinburgh - March, Friday 9 o'clock.
Dear Margaret :

I saw your father again this eveaing; he is still of 6p1nion
that there should be as little delay as possible, and that yoﬁr mother should not
be troubled in any way with preprarations or arrangements. I hope to see you on
Saturday afternoon to speak of these thiigs, I will go to Dalkieth at 10 tomor-
row and will return either by the 12 or 2 o'clock omnibus as a short call will be
as much as is desired. ;

1 saw Dr Wielobycki ( that is I think the right spelling )_this agterngon
and he promised to make out a list of remedies for me. He wished me to cal on Sunm
day to pick them up ~ I told him I would prefer Monday morning.

I have been walking about almost constantly since 1 left you at 2, and
have made a number of calls, and finished several little pieces of business. I
hope your fears of a sore throat were grouandless, aad that I will find you well

tomorrow, an: that your mother will continue in a good and kind spirit. +hen I
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think of her mind experiencing any more favourable change, I cannot help feeling
festiwg that 1 can scarcely be too thankful for what has been already accompl~-
ishedy we should thank God for it.

3incerely yours

William,
Edinburgh- Tuesday ¢ March 1847.
Dear Margaret :

I have ceen your father, he is kind and reasonable as usual, but
says we must man-ge everything ourselves, without asking any concession of your
mother; and thinks the sooner the better. ;

I got‘}o Glasgow in the morning. If the ship be at ilasgow, I may return. _J
early in the day; if at Greenock not till eveaing, I will let you know immed-

jately on arrival.
Do not dear ‘argaret distress yourself with evil forebodings. Try to

-comfort your mother, and pray for her; she necds more light in this matter, 2
Lay our troubles before od too; he is the only sure refuge, and knsws our anx-
ieties and fezrs better than we oursclves. . wish we could just trust in Him
as we ought. May he guard you from all harm till I see you again., '

Sincerely yours
Williem,

Edin. Saturday ev'g. March 1847.

Dear Margaret.

: I have just finished my days work, having after leaving you been
engage all the afternoon in dispatching some minor business matters, I find
that I shall have to go to Glasgow on Wednesday, to zet as much done there as
possidble refore the next packet leaves. As I may thus possibly not have any
other opportunity of seeing you, before the first of the month, except on Mon-
day, it is of consequence that that opportunity should be employed in deciding
as seriously as possible on our future proceedings.

If you can with a good conscience, consent to be mine, I would at orce
inform myself accurately respecting any formalities that might require to be
writ' en home atout, If there be such, I could not recsive an answer containing
the neces:ary certificates till the middile of April; and in that case all the
ships, direct to Pictou, would have sailed; and we should have to go by way of
Liverpool to Halifax, which thaugh if we went by steamer more speedy, vou}d be‘
less convenient,

If no such reference to Nova Scotia were necessary, then I think it

would be every way preferable not to wait so long, and I could when in Glasgow
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make arrangements for accomodation direct to Pictou. Im this last case, however

I shall be able to reserve, after buying stock, only about a hundred pounds of
the funds I have now, to pay all expenses; and I am not quite sure that Y witl
have any additional remittance by the March packet, : 1

In case of having to wait over April , I would have time to write for
additional supplies which in that case would of course be more necessary.

All this 1s of course contingent on your decision; but however important
to me, I do not wish you to make & resolve, without firm confidence that you ar
acting rightly. I can sincerely pray that God may gulde you to what is best; fo

L what is good to you must be good to me, and nothing that would injure can bene-
fit me, I wish those who think differently from me, could do so to., There would -
then I think be less difference about it. You may call this a bread and butter
billet doux, and not much even of that; but you ought to know these things, and
they will be plainer and take less time when written than spoken,

If you have no objection, I would prefer calling to waiting for you on
Monday, ac I expect to have a copy of my map and perhaps some other thiangs to
show you.
Sincerely
Your William,

This final epistle brings to an end those written

in the year 1847 - which concludes a grodp of letters
written during the period between 1841 and 1847. This
portion of timoe directly preceding the marriage of
Margaret A.Y, Mercer to William Dawson in April. 1847.






