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1. 

II 0 th e re's th e po~t-n:i :1, th.-:i t's n l et ter fro m i-i r Da ·u.so n II s o it is, and 

you may be t hank ful t h.:i. t it i s no t a s hee t of blank pape r, for t h ere are no 

a dve ntures to be found in trav ell i ng in the s e ti:nes, I ::-;ot to Gl .::isgow with-

out even a railw~J accident, &nd found my way easily to Mrs .:elsons, but she 

will not find me a very profitable lodger, f o r before I ho d been in Glasgow 

two hours, I had two invi t c. t io'.1~ fr 0m frie ncs of my f c,. P .ers to live with thm 

durin:; my stay here. I ha ve :-i:> t e s c ap e d t i1 e :nus ic by co rn i r,;; to Glasgo w, for 

at the hou s e whe reI I am t here a re two you.,g l adi-~ s wr. o play bot l-i on the piah­

forte and 3ccordi~:1 , one of them t o~ ches off s o~e of 3 tra us 1 s waltzes beauti­

fully -Gl asgo w is a mu ch mo re 11 ec", ut iful plccc e: - :w t t 'ri ,-:n .:.:d inburgh so don't 

be jealous - but t :1~in I expecte d . It i ; n bu -; tling pl c:i ce, mo re .like an Am­

erican town than ~dinb~rgh. 

I believe I have not hing mo re to say a bout ~y s elf, and I have no time 

to be poetical or sentimental; s o I snDll no t trou ble you to s pell any more 

of my horrid scra·Hl i n~ - witL :: ,e ho 11 e then t i1 At you will not be very dull 

in consequence of w2nti:15 my ple.:ison t c ompr,::y f o r tLe long sp.' cc of three days 

I am th a t 11 ;;::i )d crea ture 11 

J. i·;. D, w so n. 

Gl a sgow 1-iay 11t h . 1841. 

'.-iarion and Margeret, 

~ y Dea r Friends, 

I have but little time f o r letter writin~, but I c annot deny myself the 

pleasure of using t ~e only me a~s of conversing with you t hat are now left 

me. I cannot write a ffi erry letter, b~t ~ust try to ~r event it fro m being a 

dull one, which it c~rtainly wo~ld be if written accordin~ to the p re . ent 

state of my fe eli ngs. I cannot tell you how I felt as Isa~ t h e last glimpse 

of Arth.ur' s Seat - I thou gh t of the friends I hc1d left beside it - ne~t to 

parting with you, it wos the mo::; t mel an c noly t ning I h,;d seen for a long 

time - It pro rl uced t i.0 sn~ e de pre .s~ ing fe cli nG of l o nlincss t h~ t I felt when 

I left home six mo nths ~bo • 

Eut I :nust cr. ange my subject, t rovell int: b:,.· t !ic ca,, .-. 1 is v e ry mo n­
otonous, but t he re i s na t h inG partic tul o rl y territl al,Ju t it, a lthough one 



2. 

or two yo:.ing folks on board ·,:ere seasick, and so:ne older ones seemed very 

much frightened - ~e arrived rather l a te a t the railway in consequenc& of 

the strength of the wind ...• I dir.ed in the coach upon the sandwiches which 

your mother put into my pocke t - in this I only follo ::ed th e example of my 

neighbours; one had biscuits, another breod a l8g of c hicken and some salt 

in a paper bag. 

·:i e arrived safely at Glasgow, a:1d I hc:ve now fi nished my business here 

and will sail in D'l hour or two in the II Royal George " for Liverpool. This i2 

not a very bright sort of a lett er , but I h J!1e to write bet ter ones from the 

other side of the water. I need not tell jou thet you r p~rent s and friends 

have the best and kinde s t wishes of their brat 0ful friend -

J. ,i .Dawso n. 

Liverpool May 17th. 1841. 

:1ari)n h .,s im:0 re ~se d me wit ··. y ou r good intentions with 

respect to writing to ~e, I h~pe yo~ will not forget them. I have been enjoy­

ing to perfection the ple· s ures of solitude nmong crowds, and maloncholy pl­

easures they are, co:npared •:·ith thos e of the pleasc'.1t society which I have 

lately enjoyed, I h.::ive indeed been l ai.-10·1ring hard to s 1 end time - Sometimes 

I stroll ab::>Ut either amon6 the docks , or in Lords c>nd Eold streets which are 

the Princes streets of LFoJl , g n. zinc ot t he GO )ds ia t h e sho!J windows, or 

at the faces of t h e pasengers , but t ha t is dull work ~ithou t a com panion -

The only place I co ,ld find .-,here t:1ere are gre en tre es or anything else to 

make a lonely walk plea::;ant, is a sort of :1ublic i:;crden connected with a cem­

etery, but it was to J far av::-.y fro::i my lod ;-;ing to 1;o to frequently. I wen t the 

other day to see tl.e s team er 11 :.. riti sh 1ueen , wLich tne :rro_rie tors had mode 

a public exhibit f o r ti,e benefit of ti.e f.:1:nili0sof the crew of t 11 e l-reside:1t 

She is [:. fine lorsc vessel, tiiout;h n.>t as finely finis:~ed .::2. 20:ne of the small­

er stea::: boats - Ot:1er ortio;1::; of tii-:e I ,..; ent in rP.e ,i ing, eithe r a t the inn 

or the public librc1ry ( r "adi ,, ro)m ) w·.i ch with the exclw.1,:;c in con:1ecti0n 

with it pr~sent.::; a scene somewnn t similnr to your de~cri::1tion of t r. e hall in 

parlia~ent ~ouse on court days. One d~y in rummagin- □monc my pa!ers, I fou;1d 

some of the pieces containinG the unsucce s:;; ful cttcm ts at tnkin:; yrnr like­

ness, I co:nparcd t Lc:r. with o'le another, a1d rartl: from t:"iem a,d _a rtly fro:n 
memory , sketched n '"'r•) file, w' i cli :,-- rh·1: s in C) naequen ce of bein.:; unoble to 

the 

J 
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~dinbur0 li t-lay 1 5 th. 1841. 

_Margaret Mercer to William Dawson. 

DeDr Friend: 
As I think it. will be to , lo n~ to deny rr.ysel f the 

pleasure of writin ; u:ron my uew desk, until l I h a v e on o : ro rtunity of answering 

your expected le t ter fro.,, .1 ictou D d iwvi ng :,1ro :n i sed t o honour you with the 

pro : uction of my pen \'."ritte~ upon it, I no~ write you a few lines as a com­

mencement to a corres·ond enc e ·:.ith c sincere d esire i t :n.:1y not fall off on !nJ 

part - if it does, I c on e nov1 no c1:oloe:;y too.:fer e·,cept my old one of in-

capacity to com 1ose ~r o;erly, w~jch in our convers~t i .Jn atout it y ou have con- J 

vinced me t r.at ea se will never tc at tained in it but by --.,roc ti s e, 0.1d as you 

helve no w furni sh ed me with every req ,t isite c .Jnve.:i~:1ce f :>r ·1.-riting t h.?t I can 

possibly desire, I h,,vP no,.·, :Ti"· u: :ny : .. i:id to ,·:rite :,·.J'.l as ton friend ·::hom 

I ex-rect \'/ill take t he troutJle .)f tellinc me my f :-ult s c.:1d who knows m/ , r. ,-:,·i 1: t­

er to · well to r eq"J ire me to ,:.jd t .::t .:i. very littl-" hu tter by ":::y of encourage­

ment will not be a:ni~s - but 1 tr.in,.:;: ·:, u h.:ivc ho.d eno ugi1 of this. 

I suppos e >lo. ri o n in he r l et t er o f l ::;s t eve:1int: •::,u ld tell you that the 

cleaning ho:c been goin;; on witi,) ~t l int e.rm i s.- i on .i 1c-c :·o u left u::;, until lo. .:; t 

evenin6 when 1·1 e sat dow ~1 co ·:1 f or t nbly to r e ·t ourselve s for an hour or two. 

~other and Fat l.e r being out to sur!~er, 1·. e mis ed your :·lea -an t comr,any more 

then than any ott e r eveni ng p revi•)US to it. :-'.arion fi lleLl 1~ 1 t: ,e blank a 2 she 

best could by writi!16 t o you, but i t is r, :oo r sulis ti tu te f o r conversation. As 

for me I w2s enj oying the fruit of my l al.)J rs in vi ewin~ a very clean room, nnd 

waiting for Marion to firii ::;l. her letter so 1 could add so:net:1i.1_; to it, when 

she infor:ned me t ha t t he re was no s ; ace left. 1 de tc r::, ine; to let you :rno\': the 

go::,d intentions thst I h,,ve forme d . I have writte n one for myself t h1 s mo rning . 

I was just 0 ~iaG to fini sh with thd usunl phroses atto c hed t o young 

ledies letters - ~ying t hi~ :: cra-:1 I t:,ou.:;ht it ri : ite beneath my lig .iity t o use 

any af~ected phr&se, so 2llow me Lo sub~cribe myself, 

Your cince ·e f rie nd 

:-\c.rg.:' ret lercer. 

P.S. I h,we he?rd it said, th;,t c1 letter witl.,ut a po ::; t script w::s like a 

shorn head with')u t a y·ic, a :~i ·, I ·::o.1ld not li:.e t· c c · d ori:;0.1 of my e pistle 

t 0 be so very viselle 1 '"'.o)l clothe it w_i_th D req .e::; t t:.·t j':>u ·:.i]l not be 

to') severe ,.,i. th you r cr:i._ ticis.:i , .::u,d t:1, t , o I Vii::.} lPtrn .i. t ~. soon DS you ho.ve 

rend it. :-1 . :1 . 
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compare it with the origi nsl, I consider it a very go od likeness. That occ-.__ 

upied my time for an afternoon. You will learn from Marian's letter of a change 

in my plans, respecti :-ig l eavi ng this country - It will be a longer pa3sage 

than of t he stea:ners, but much less expensive and nerh ap s more s a fe. 

This is proba rl y t :1 e l as t letter that I sh all v1rite you from this side 

of the Atlantic - I know tha t you will join me i n t he ho pe, that I may be able 

to write good news fro JJ t he other side o f t he lo ng ferry - until tha time you 

may be certain th a t you and :n y o t he r friends at Edinbur-gh yo ur beautiful city 

itself, will not occupy t he smalles · T,ortion of my t iiOugh ts. I could write away 

all day such stuff' as I have be2n writing but I have many arrangements to make 

and must now for the present bid you farewell, with my best and warmest wishes 

for your prosperity and ha;piness -

Your af f ectio nate friend 

J.W. Dawson. 

P.s. I have just received you r l e tte r, a nJ yo u canno t ima~ine how much pleas­

ure it gave me - after r ea di ng it I can no mo r e telieve a ny r retences of in­

ability to write and write excel lelltly - You will excuse my an .;; weringi t at 

least till I reach the end o f my voyase, I can add no ~o r e at 1re 3ent - Yours 

mo s t gratefully and affectiona tely 
,'im. 

Liver pool Hay 19th. 1341. 

Dear :-! a rgaret. 

I did not exrect to wri t e you a ~ot he r letter fro~ this 

place, contra ry win ds ho wev ever h;, ve preve:1ted us fr0 :1 sail i ni;, a nd I am s till 

idling about, scarcel y k .1owin i w!1at t o do wit h mys elf. Your l e tter arrived 

just as I .- was closi nG my l o.s t, I th nnk yo u for it mo s t s inc erely, a!ld hope 

that since you hav e comme nced ~r i ting , I shall hvv e t he pleasu re o f receivin~ 

many e pi stl es from yo u, equ &l ly ki ud a :1 d eo_ ,w lly welJ Y'ri tte n . I hnv e h['d few 

a.cquaintances he :-e, t he only evening t h· t I 3[ en t ou t w: s l 3s t o.,e v:he ;1 I took 

tee with :1r '.·lil 'la r, t i. e e;en tle:nan t o \':liom, ci s y:> u rec oll ect, I \'!rote for in­

formati on re s,,ccti :1g my r,as::; a e . His f o.::1 ily Dr , v e r ,, .·le::sa ,t, 0 .1d he ha s a 

fin e and valuable coll ec ti on of pict ir es , so t i-1c1 t I .::; e .1t t .e eve ai .1c; very 

ha pJ ily. I am o f course v e r y anxiou s t o be go ne, bJ t ~us t have pa tie nce till 

th e weather f avours me , and will e nder1v:>11 r t o s· e ,d t he time of my un\•:illi n6 
r es idence in Liv e r :-,o )1 o-; w,?11 as o ss i 1 l e . You wil J t hink t lin t my l e t te rs 
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come very frequently, but I have much time to s pend, and it is a pleasure 

to write to you, even though I hnve little to say in which you can be inter­

ested. 
~y kindest resrects to all my friends in Edinburgh, they and the pleasant 

dRys I have spent with t hem ere and will be frequent subjects of my thoughts. 

I hope to leave soo~, as it is seldom t h=t t he wi~d blows long in one 

direction at this season - If I am detained lon t::er t i.Etn I ex :1ect, I may v1rite 

again but it \·.ill ,cc rcely be worth your wr ile to -:-;end me letters here, as 

very proballe I will be av.ay before they co ild arrive. 

Farewell then f:>r t . e r re ent - ~nd be c:issured tL2t w1,ntever my fate 

or fortune you and y:>ur f o,iily will occu y one of th e deorest places in tr.e 

affection of -

Fictou July 30th. 1841. 

Dear Margaret, 

it 

I have ~ot, a~ you see, sufficient patience to wait for an 

answer to my letter before writing another. Indeed I i1ad commenced one to you 

is 

by lest packet, but being cal ied away while writing I could not fi~ish it in 

time !or post, yet I hrwe nothing of importance to tell you, even at•ou t my co~ 

stant subject - myself, except that I have been so fully employed in my occu­

pations, that I have scarcely any time even for a walk. I hove not been more 

than half a mile from our own door since my return. I have hov:ever a little tint 

tor reading, and hove commenced studyinc botany, a su1:,j ect of w1 ,ich, as you kn~­

I am profoundly i 5nora nt. Father and ifother pay me t :1 e r <' t:1er equivocal compli­

ment or saying, t !"la t I have become a little more civilised t h.:,n I was befo r e my 

expedition to Bri tai :1 . I am however nearly as solitary a :" ever. After my return 

I had to call on a ho~t of rco _le and also b~ called on by them, but I can 

scarcely find time to keep up an acquainta~ce with any of the~, perhaps if you 

were here I should mnke o grenter effort - Motl.er told me t he other day that 

she should very much like a visit from Marion or you, so shoulrt I. It would be 

a nice little summer jaunt. If you were here now you might have loads of flower 

and fruit, and bright blue skies such as I am sure you selJom sec. Yet I can 

scarcely say that Pictou is e s beautiful as Edi nturgh , though a very : retty litte 

place. I have got an American rocking chair, wr.ich I inte.1d to send over by the 

first oprortunity - It will be ot least a curiosity. A c rown lad who was here a 

few days ago, after rock in; on it for an hou r de cl ore.: it to 1 e ori- ' of tl1e most 

comfortable he hod ever seen. 

..J 
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I have been filling my letter with little else than triflinG thoughts, never­

theless, it will at leas t let you know t hc t I do not a~d c a n not forget my 

friends in Zdinl urc h, and wish to be reme:.1be red to your f o t :.e r and mother and 

other relations, sive to t Le:n :n y best and kindest \'tisi,es a.1d those of my par­

ents. I hope soon to hnve a letter from you. ~hen yJu wri te tell me anything 

or all things th ::i t you have Leen doing, and do not fe a r L 1r", t I shall not be 

interested, eve:1 ti.e nnrr, es of on~: of t .,e pl;;ces auout id tnburgh which I knew, 

nhen I ha ~pen to see it in a newspa~er, revive s old rPc nl lections which are 
11 Good for bring gl a d " o: t :.e o Jr Indi ,::1:1 s ays of his glas::; of ru:n . .Fr.en you 

write, be sure and do not let the di1tance w~ic h separates us, cau se you to 

be more distant ln your wri tte 1 t han in yo ur Sjoken conv e r s~ tion - It has at 

least no such effect ;1:' on :nc, hr to me I t hink t L.:i t nr 3e.1t friends are even 

more dear than when ; r e,e1 t. 

I enclose tliis t o y ou r mot:1r-r 'ue c -,c.1se I do not v:i s t i, e young Gentlemen 

about our post office to h,c,ve :."Jur fi[' e t0 t ;-,lk .::>\-Ju t. And now, f J r a little 

while II Good bye" in the be.::;t _enc1; oft:, l'.'o rd 11 G,d be wi.th you 11 

Yo urs affectionately 

J. :1 . Dn wson. 

Pictou Sept. l~t~ . 1341. 

My very dear friend: 

I send y0 ·1 c1 fev1 curio si ties from tl:is outl and i sh co untry. The fi1 ·s t 

and largest is a rockin g c ha ir, not a very s; lendid &rticle, L't t s uc 1i ~s tl-,ey 

are commonly made. Tr. is I send r' :> r the u s e ond beu e fit of yJ11r f ath er and 

mother, with t h e war,.inG to be c C1 r e f J l not to tilt it t o, f o.r b.'.l. ck t> r an over­

throw may Le the conseque r.ce - s·1c ll c1c cident:::; h;1vi g li.'.l! e.1ed t J YJv.r humble 

servant, when too deerl:; ~ ,caced in h i , o·.rn me dit c1 ti-:> ·1s , duri 'S the p rocess 

of rockini;; you moy ima[ine th0ir effect ! Ti.ere ir.; ol."o a box and oasket for 

you, ornament 8d with forcu :-- ine c;uills by ou r Ind:. o.1s ; flnl of the n e: te t .:at­

terns I coc1ld fi nd .3uc h boxes .:i. re now muci1 m) re sc 01 rce t ll: .1 f r me rly, in con­

sequence of the de :::: truct io n of the rio rcu _ inP . If -:,he lar~e :.•'.J: b,) usele <cc. to 

yo u i n i t s pre s e n t f o r n , y 'YJ 1:: - • :::- e i: 0 v e t ; 1 c t,::, :r , (l 1 d u ; c i. t • .:; t :1 l l e . . n • t , 

for :10ldi·1.:; fl.ll~' o::-·10·~'.)·1t,;::, r·1r~,o -~e f)r wi.icl. t:.cy or,• oft::1 ei1:lJ:,.·0 ( ti1ey 

WJnt do te 2ut ;nt di.:;l.es :in ) You · il l .:11.) fi.d .. Lc ·1d of I.1dia11 c ,:>"r n, t i1e 

product of 0 1r ,_-:A rde:1 l as t surnner, I wish I c rJ ;d sed i t :::reen t ;,i t .f-l U ·n i .:;li t 
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taste th.?t Americ;qn luxury. I also to.1:e the liberty of enclosing a parcel of 

stones to Mr Rose, which you wil 1 much obli6 e by 3e11uinc . I have filled up the 

box with a kind of wild everlastin3 fLn:er. You :nust v:ri te me on receiv:,.ng this 

as I shall feel anxiou s to heD.r of its 3· fe arrival. It::; an inducement to ·Nhich 

I hereby give the ch0ice of t:1e boxes, as well o.: this letter, of course tar tre 

more valuable, t '.) wh)ever fir s t answers it. 'l• h~ summe r lns been gliding away 

very quietly with 11e, m'.)st of r.;; ti-r1e h,:;s been occu _1 ied by my business, but in 

spare hours I ~ave been variou sly emplo;ed, get: crins a~d pr~serving minerals 

or insects or wild flower s , ani of the l o.tte r I h2d before no idea that we had 

so .nany or so beautiful; o r col lecti.1:, D. fe\': m)s.:,e s to .3e:1d with your birds 

next su.nmer, wlt·i.ch birds cire n:> s flyin ~ nJ on8 kn-:,·:: -.; where ? I have als•:> taken 

a few sketches a1:l trieJ t) fi ,,i-;h the.11 with in:~, w:1ic:1 I .10: like very much as 

a drawins material. I wo 1ld odvi e :,·)u to use it r athe r tha11 or ins tea d of penci. 

I have of course been readi 1 1. ll by w· ,:: of rel cixa tion from dryer studies, some 

tu, or thre e bo)ks for the use 

of young ladies, entitled " Guiles ;_ .. Eti ,1uette " .:ud fo .tnd in th 8m some am­

using things. A!11o'1.::; ot ;~,., r c-•1hj0cts I w-,3 muc h pleased by a,1 o.tt.:1ck on \'.': ... ltzing 

which I hope will S'.))'.1 so 0'.lt of fo.~o'1ion. I f \'.'riti:1::; ;:,g1:,in3 t it however could 

have any effect, w~nt :yron has s e id of it, wo J ld lon__; nco have an~ihilnted it. 

I have also be ::n re ..,dinc " B."'r,1Ab',/ Rud5e ", ,:11 th)u ~h I hnve lost the first yiart 

of it. There is a bea1t iful little sketch b.)t\J in ,;ords c1'1d a woodcut, when 

Barnaby talks of the c•) l d runJn__; tr.e sunset clo 11ds , I c a,1 f 0·1c:r J.)U &.1d I reading 

and ad:I:iring it to ,:eti18r , c1.1cl t:.-. t mci\es rne like it al l the more. 

I am afraid I am a sad hand for writins silly l e tt ers, for I fill up 

my paper before I well know wh~t I ~n goin~ to say , you will however I know 

give me the cre i it of at leas t inea 1i11,; to do well. 

Ycu~ affectionate friend 

J. ,:. DAwson . 

. :::,Hnb11r ,)1 ifove·11ber 1st. 1841. 

Dear Frie11d: 

I have lo~ c wi ,h eJ to ~rite to you, • ut previou s intention and 

the dread of com11encin t: so r1 rdu ns a L isk has : ,:evented ,ie . .'le h: ve a fev, no;.i llS 

si~ce received yo·1r kind pre:;e.1ts s.:if,-. and f'O'J'1d . lat .er a1d 1-:,) t he r desire me 

to return you thP.ir verJ best t,,.;1 :1)rn for the roe!~ in;:: ch ..-1 ir, they o.r e quite de­

lighte with it, so ore :1 0. ri'.)n and I it ho.s been occ,1pied by one or other of u 

since its arriv,.:il, a~ ce t nl.::o of t 1.c _; i'1ce ·e th.:rnks of :-10.rion and myself for 

the boxes •ou must not think tlw.t selfish motives inducE: me to write to you, , -
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both being in my opinion eq~ally beautiful, a~d therefore a matter of indiff­

erence to me w}1ich I i:;et. ;1o tiler prizes her Indian corn head highly, the more 

so when she learned it had been gro vm in your garden - it is tr.e first a:1y of 

us has seen vri th the leaves aro·.ind it. 

Father has just co~e into dinner, an d desires me to write the followig 

sentence to you - " Yours of the 2)th. come duly to ha .1 d , and also yoJ.r f'athe • 

of the 30th. of the swne month favored by Mr Logan,who we had not the pleasure 

of seeing .. much gratitude for the kind c1ess ani assicta:1ce he iind received train 

you. Remember me to yo;r fat her a~d mot~er, tell them they estimate much too 

highly little atte , ti o:15 received by you while in Edinburgh. 11 

M.A. M. clerk for G. Hercer. 

You say the summer has been glidins nway quietly with you, for me, it has been 

quite the orposite, since t~e ~o nt h of June, I have spent most ot my time in 

ta.'.IVelling through part of my ,; e.:ir nc:, tive land, the :norc I see of it t:i.e more: 

regret you did not pass the ~u~~e r in Scotland and visit some of those justly 

celebrated places, which before you lP:-t I h ,' d re ."d a:1d heard of, but had form­

ed no correct idea of their beauty and grandeur. 

:•iy first t ,) ur w.:is t) t n tl west o f Seo tlo.n.J, Gl.:iscow was our first sta6 e 

st which place we remai~ed for a day or two, I had never lefore been at any 

large town exce-t Edinburgh, a.1: having he · rd so much of its superiorority I 

w::.s astonished to find so many handsome streets a 1d s i, o rs o·.1 t on it . .'ie visited 

several of the largest cotton mills a .d other places of interest. Je saileu 

down the Clyde to Gre .- noch, fron there by Loch LO'.lGh t1 Loch Gailhead passed 

a wild and beautiful tract of co ·.1;1try th..,t lro ,sL: ··_ to Loch Fine, on theopp­

osite side of which is situc>ted t~1e beautiful little villn6 e of Inverary, the 

com~ined circu~stances of our ar~rooch to it has :nade a1 indelible impre3si~n 

on my m,•i, .. ry. :,·e cro3sed to it just DS the lost ro:;s of t :: e s-tting sun was 

casting a rich r_;o lde .1 hue 011 all objects aro .. rnd us. ~- he hou:,es ne.:ir t::e water 

w ·re beautif·.1 lly ::iirrored in its cal 1 losom. A littl e .. ier c.round ·,·:hich w- re 

fastened dozens of fisherma:-is boats, t:1e fi :h er:nen bu .: ily e:nployed on shore in 

preporinG for their aext day s lalours. A id on The pier severcl officers and 

genta waiting to have a look at t ½e new arrivals. Altogether it looked more 

like a sce.1e I wo.tld h c:, ve met with on the continent t h0n o 1e s.) ne·i r Edin., but 

I must not enter i~to details so fully, else I shall huve to ~rite you a q~ire 

ins:ead of a sheet of p~per. 

~arion ha s written you a dis~ri·tion of the jai ~t I had in co~pany with 

h~r,-since our return ,·:e have be 'n to Stirlins a:1 d ti ie 1:'rid:.:;e of Allan for a 
' 

.J 
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few weeks, this jaunt was q J ite unexpected. 

I have a~ain commenced to ))ro.cti .-; e my m11sic under the su ~erintendat 

of Mr Napier - it is t' OS ible I s hc:11 not attend a 1y other classes t :1is wint~• 

Having heard yo~ exr ~ess gre ~ t di s like for cro 33ed letters, I must 

stop. Oh Mr Dawson, if you only knew hov: t h e blo ) 1 ..:,ushes to ,'Jy face, when I 

think you will probably receive .:l nd re nd t his e ~'o s tle, n,1d how much I feel i1't 

clined to stuff it in t h e fire, v1 :1 ich duty , I ho r e yo u will :-, reform, the mom­

ent you read it ... you woulJ surely pity me! 

Allow me a5ai ,1 t o re e , t our united thRnks for your presents 

o. .1d believe me t o r e"1 ain 
yo :1rs sine erely 

Mar~o.ret A.Y.~ercer. 

Fictou :rovember 29th. 1841. 

Dear Margaret 

I was exce 8d')ngly delicht'"' .i '. y t 11 e r e cei:)t of your letter, both 

on account of it s contents cind b :: c ,- u ...:; e it is 0.:1 evide .1c e t ha t you re.nember 

your promise of correspondi 1g v(, ich I at leas t h,we not for,;otten. You appear 

to have spent the ereater ~,, rt of t :,c sum :i er i:1 trc1velli n6 , on mu.:::;t now have 

a far higher or-inion of .3cotl a:-i d t .2 n you ever h :· d oef ) re, l~tkes and woods and 

rocks are beautiful object 0 in all co ;1:1tries, a .i d in few perha!)s t i,an in yours ·, 

I cen follo·:: you only in im ri:;inri ti ') n, b1t t ,iat is :-fter all t he easiest mode 

of travelling. ·,·,•1tL Gl .:. s ,; :>\·: , I a:n s .1r e ::) u ·::0 ild be lens e d , it is a beautiful 

city but depending for its i:n _-)::; i.1 -~ a :·, enr.:ince O'1 ::- citu.:it.i.rn n:1d nrrani;err:ent 

altocether the op: osite of t'. os9 of i:di,. • .. itli t :.e feelin _; s to 1•:'1ich you refer 

in the concl •1si•) n of ~,-o ur 1 t l- r I cr,n sym:1 ;:-,t i.i e b e c a u e I ji -,ve felt the same, 

How know you but 2- t t :. is moment I m 0 y; c,;1 d 1.ade ,:: d I ::- ho,lld but thDt I .'.'Jll ~,ure 

you are well acquo inted with my little v a nities and weaknesses and ~ill pl~ce 

upon what I s::y o good con0tructio n. I c ;,.,no t pit:, s..1cll f c,,li .,,; s for pro1 erl~ 

exercised they c1re go')d 1:1: ..i a imia Lle -T i cy ~• re .38 rve fro m evil, on d .::ire t ;: e o:· ,' ­

osite of that conceited ::-elf confi ci e .1 ce w:: jc h of c1 i::. rro : c :~ s ities i .3 the 11ost 

odious.Suc:-1 feelin 6 s h;:i v 8 tee , ex : erienced by the be s t • 't d :_;rC' : te s t :nc1, and 

wo!'llen too, in doing cud " ritin ~ t l. i .1gs wort i, y o±: ::? 11 rroi.se :>:1d l:ono ur, .'.'Jnd 

far more frequently t i1c:.r1 v . ,1it ::, , c, r ~ the co r1 :r .:i ni)<1 S of re a l excelle :,ce. But for 

me you ne ,id not fe e !', f)r I am not fond of _ic'.,i nc ft:iu lts, es ~,c ci.ctL! :y in w. , ,t 

pleases me, D.i : if I \'1 0 ::: e , :)Crim: s yo u wo ul d be t! .C mor ., , c : te critic o f t :. e 

two, else wr.y docs t h.:: t orcnn of eve 1tu ~lit::,· - roject s o f ully i n t :, e ce :1 tre of 
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your forehead. But if I w~re mischieviously inclined I mitht quarrel with the 

very thoughts in which you deprecate criticism; for it is when v,e write to 

the dull and unttinking that there is most need of care and precision, and thus 

I might construe them into an opiniJn anythinc but complime~tary to me. If I 
were at this moment wri tin,: to F- stcl_ id person, I d,,re not -.vri te as I ::o. I 

wo ·..t ld be afraid of bei:1c misunderstood, c1nd of ell sort of riuibbles being raised 

at me, But in writin~ to yo u I know that if there be much t ha t is insipid you 

will treat it indulgently, and if t here be an:/thing v:ell said it wilJ receive 

new lustre from the thoushts with which your mind will surround it. 

Winter is now approachi:1g ·::i th its cold aid snoVJ, and we. h.sve every pro­

spect of soon hea~ing t ho~e most pleasant soJnds of oclr winter the merry jing­

ling of sleigh-bells -, end w::n··n fireside s nov1 re ... ind me of yours last winter 

and a little regret may n:i i__:l,, ·::i th t:.c recollection, for t :. i.::; winter I cannot 

enjoy the society which is thcre,but other fr iends a re here, and 3ince both 

cannot be in one pl ~ce I must he content. Yo .1r mot~er used t 1 say th a t I would 

fe!l more lonely o.t :ioTie t :.;-,n beforf' - as fnr as :nere feelings are concerned 

perhaps she w;:,s riGht, if s .~e ti1ou6 ht I mit:ht enjoy the societ~ of other ladies 

she was wrong fJr as f a r as r e;arus the society o f ~y eq~o.13 in a~e, I am from 

choice as lonely a s before. A few days a~o in walking thro ugh the town, I heard 

the tones of c ~iano from nn o ~en ~indow, in a strain that see~ed very familiar 

to me - Listeni,1g for a moment, I recollected thc1t it wc.s somet:1inc w~ich I had 

often heard last winter, :1othing very grand either, but only one of tl:03e les.::ons 

which Mr Napier u ~; ed to accomrany with his ' 1 As I walked on, I thought 

that music was a r leasant t hing , and. then I thought of three or four ho uses 

where I might hear as much as I chose and be a welcome visator. But then it app­

eared irksome to le2ve my ov.n fire -:; ide and a["soci0te wi t l1 peopl,:- whom I cc1red 

little, and I concluded it would be better to stay at nome and less trouble and 

read natural history or anything else. That reminds me oftelling you before my 

paper is spent, that I hcve comme :1c ed rer«..l in c:; some lectures on minerals, to a 

kind of Mechanics Institute or Literery .3ociet:; as they cell it here - at v1 :1ose 

meetings I have often before read r ape ·s , I do not know whether t hey care much 

for the subject, but t ha t i s of little cons~quence as t he principal benefit is 

to :ne in pre!)~ ring them. I h&d ho ·;·ever o good nudicncc, o. .. ,o .1 g others a very re­

s r ectable acsortme~t of young Indies. 

To you I ·nu~ t r;ive my sinc~re thonks for your letter, I wisi_ I could 

write an answer more ~~rthy of it. Jith the wich and you :. ill believe it a sin­

cere one, that all g~od and ha~:iness may be with you and yours. 

Yours a ffectionately 
J. ll. Dnwson. 

J 
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Dear Friend: 

Your letter d teJ 29t i1 , ifov e::.':-e r d uly received, Mr Crerar was 

kind eno;..ii;h to ,~eliver :'• r...;onall y t he p.::,rct=>l ::ou on tr ,::;le. t -:i l:im, he c :::l led 

u pon us two or ti.re•"' ti" es - Yo i n: '!1ti Jn he i:::; ~ '-''J:id s ecimen of a .fovv 3cotian 

- you are ric.:ht i n one re .·. ec t, Le i.:; n ; >Hl s::eci:ncn but n')t of ifova .3 coti-=, 

Scotland hcis t :, e ;:ono r e> f t~ in,: hi, birth !'1- ce, ";C) I 1rnd e r :::: tci .,d,Par •ion this 

strong la!1 z;,w;_; e , -::i t:-i ,, ti ,:n you k!1 o•:: is ful:y d .:: \ ·,.::1 0~ ccJ in !ny crn.1ium. He has 

kin dly offere·l to co nvc. t: .i::: lett to' r to j)U, I rwve e.1 tr us ted him \·:i til a verbal 

communication t, :.ou r. ich I c:i.T. not :,e rmittc ·l t o r te. ;iv r1 :'.) tr .e r 1 s kinci resard 

to your mother a .. ' tell ;_,, r n .. '"· , .c: . :..: =- ~· t.i. fie i : y l'e ceivi!i . ., a let te r from 

her, but ;;h e ·r.11 st exc ·,se \1 e ' :rJ., -::,1.-:;·::erin __; it ; - t,:.~ " lmo.::,t n ever writes. 

ho\': she h ad-:- ti c .c,3 to f i:1 i ::: it, I c C.iiiv t .:;-:: :::_) '):· t· t"' :n0c:1zines .ou sent 

Marion and I. ,;c retur .1 y-,u '.)Ur ";i ,c e:-c t i1.::i1Ll-<.; for t •.e1 . I r Pc1. d them after sup-

per, t !1e C>nly ti:ne I t1£.'.'' f o r ::.i :.t r c~,.li.1.; , ) t:1e_ )i' :cr ·ne .::-.:r! use:;;en t for a 

lon6 ti::ie. Did you red II Sel f J,,v JL-1:1 11 ? It:.::.; . .i t i s one of t l. e most in­

teresting stor1.es I i1 r v r rv .,_. r •.:Rd •... I,s f 0 r 1.e, I m:-1:: safely _, · y , t :, ere has 

been very little of ::1y time t ;_i:; winter ;_, c .1 s:·c .. t in idler.e .::;s - I h.-•ve now the 

charge of the !~ ou 2e :~ee i.i_; d,_: ., rt ~e :1 t. ·: r :brie r contin :1 es to ':.:e a regular visi-

tor at Jo. 6 - ~ . . .. 
~ ;1 l ~ e ..., i u. t~ - 1 1 t • i:::; I ,, 

mar, und e r t' .·: tuit ion C>f :-:r Bro·.•,n ( Dorni.1 ic ) 0t ·:,'· J --~ o;..ise I .:1 :! " re ,cul a r 

visitor every ev ening ~t hn lf p· st five, no teadri :Ll-< in ; , no ~, rtie s - no walks 

home have I ti:ne for. 

·,•rnen tr" velli."1,: .:11 -:i it lo...., t u:-:-: ·~er , I c o llected o. :rn -1t er of w:1in n:1d 

broom po l s, t') send you t ~:e ::,co s, in c hoo sin ;_; t·. c ri . est, I h::1d ;;o.t:.ered ~- num­

ber of empty ones, o.nci r:jd :10t dis C'.)Ver ::, :~is tak e ,int.ill now \'il.e :1 it is too 

late to get any more, I -:;l1al : , howev er , c, end you·:.·. t I h,.ve: I ho 1, e so:ne of 

them may 5e r minate . 

You will r r ot,,. ly be .::;ur_. ri e d to le .::i rn , t· ,., t ;ir Gre6 e,; , your favorite 

is dead; he w::•s four or five :no,,ths c ,n fin eJ t ) r,e..i , he Liied o f di s e::ise in the 

windpipe, foor fello ·:: ! he i':::-s a".l f , vorit •.:: of mine ::.c 1 in :1e<'l th, bit .::-,f ter he 

was l nid on the bed of sic::n~s :: , I co,1-l n)t hclr t·l:i.,1: dee:-- i n tere s t i. 1 him , 

he hE,d not a r •l .., t io n i.1 .•:,lin . t ::> c,tte 1d .. i.., .::, -~ •, •-· r •.:: oved fr om l~ i s lod,:;inss 

to :-:i!1to House rhs itnl, b '.;ide our me•' ti.1 1; ,:ou:~e , i1c' toll mJt· e r I e t :, ) ·~ht he 

v,o.s dyi ng . >'. r i~itci1ell h · s t,., e .1 i.ll nacl s ti l l h"s o v c r:: b;- j co.1:.,L, I fe ,, r he is 

in a consum,tion. 
You mu .::; ':. 0xc •1se my crn::::, in ;; r wee bj t o f t ·.i l e tter to "OnJ y,u the 

.J 
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various compliment s a:1d respects of :-'.o ti er a.trl Fat!1er, Mr a ,d :-1rs Cleghorn, 

Mr and Mrs Eell and Mc1rion. Our fr!:1, il y ,re c::11 i·1 the enjoyment of very good 

health and I 1ru .3 t wr.e 1 :; iu write "le y .J ;.i wilJ h ::iv e it i!1 your : ower to send me 

the same pleasant inte~ J i G~n ce. 

I had ahwst f .) r[ot to t0:~e notice of your n .::vi n becor:10 lecturer; do 

you inte nd :pri.1ti ,; t hese •. if yo"1 do, I l ,ei; to r e:nincl you 0f yo ur promi s e to 

send me a co 21y - 5ut ::;eriousl;; ~ e.J.kin[ . <JV: hn:0 ·Jo 1 [;Jt on. I com rncnced this 

letter on [l 1 .:- rce -:-i-.ect , f ',:-:_re r bc1t I t:lO •t)lt I \','.) •ld 1evcr find enough mater­

ial to fill it U !' , s o 1 -.1r1 it o.side, '"'n' C ) ;r:1 e nc0d >n t is o.1e, a:ld now I am 

to o lazy to tra .1scribe it [!!ld h-vc to cr0:-;: i t! so~: c1 _"lust t c ke t nis as ex­

cuse for 

Ynur FrienJ 

Dear Mar t_;c:i ret; 

i·le rcer. 

lictou Mnrch 31th. 
1342. 

It i no, f:iur :non t}·;s s L1c ,· I h~1v ~ rcceive .i o letter fro m you, 

Though I have th us no~r1inc t ::i wi.i c :. to r ,·.-1:, I !1;•-ve c ,) nnenced a letter merel.y 

because I h nve ti ::e t o 1H".i.tc .:1.11 f e el v ery r.•1c·1 i_•1c li L • to Jo 30 - Letter 

writing h,n1ev e r lL~e ar;ui.1:: i ~; 'uc1t a d t1 ll affr-ir · 11 ·,)1 t s o .,e t'.1j_ ,1,.; to answer 

If then thi s epistle be v e ry Jry and u1int ere3ti, 

because I hav ~, n0thin; fro,, :,·) , l to i 1.3: ire me 1"l t,1 more liv r ly ideas . 

·:ie have h-: l .:- v o r :;· c ·,tr ;-, ) r di:n r:, :. int e r, c •J ·1'. ;inln_: a ll t11e extremes of 

our wint~r a ,1: you r s , '. ic :: Ye, r I s 11:l / ·::,'."\s on r coldes t, so col 1 t:i • t. ·:::: en I at t­

empted to take a v:c:.l~ I f oun :i t h e wind t 1)) ke0n for 1e - contrn -; t cd v:-i th t :: is 

ember. 

The f e ilur · of th " sl.i:- a:1d t i11bc r tra de and con slc'T 1e:1t sc.:i.rcity of 

money, m'lde l e: 3t v:i ,ter a ::-.<1 ther rl1tl l one ..,,n ) :1_:; t:1c _;~ ~-er .s::>rt of pco :·le here, 

For in thi ~ co ; ntry v:her,~ t here f cv; ·:::1.) have ln-l•:?ren ~.:i., t fortun es , t 11e r ,11€ 1s 
\," 

that w~en business is brisk p," opl,, [,re v e1·:: extroia:.:a,1 t, bu t v:he:1 bad times 

come they llr-= force · t o be s£"• vl 11;:; . For Lhr-.:r~ Jr fc,ur ye: r::; , t :.e re 11,:\s been nn 

u.'1cornmon r.:i ,~o f o r:::; , ec ,l 0ti0,1 on:>.__, o:..ir ,;oJ.l fol k.:;, D.:, .:-~s . ere esta li shed ,a ·1 d 

almost ever.:one co •1ld L:•' t cr ndit . ..=v ,· r j·>od:· co.nme ., ccd b .1 i ldi .1.=; s 1·.i._ ·· , .:: id w.-1s 

certain to :,·-lrn n forti.n c . Th i :- yer>.r t . c tiie h,~.-, t ·.1r.1 ,2d, E.1d t '.ey .:-r e nl1 lrnlf 

ruined. Mr Cr~rar_ wi10 bro1 6 :.t you my little porcel, is 0.1e w:.,) li .3 been decei­

ved in Uii s woy ; o.hl & , he h·· .; :1,--. t bPe,1 l ),1_:; ln bu .;ine~ -: , a:-id c .,i.:11,--. t r.Rve :nflde 

mu c h , I f co r t "· .3 t n e ·::i 1 " f i .11 i t "' • c r i ) :::; '"1 f 1 ·1 l r . I n c ) n s -~ <"! 1 e .1 c e ::> f a 1 1 t hi 0 
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there have been very few Jcrties or balls and aJl ~~~t so rt of thi 1g during the 

winter. For my part I helve not spent one •.V•'1'_:,_,\g -i·-!ll :_ · r,. e for the l a.s t six 

months ( except at Society meetin5s ) Tl.i.3 however is nothi ,3 very c1n-1sual v,ith 

me. 
By wcty of ::,ublic .:i--:iuser.en t \"e hc1 ve h d a ,ice little concert ( a ,1ovelty ) 

in fictou ) give:1 by a fa ·.1 il~· of re spectable m·13i c ·1 l t ale,1 t, who by the death of 

their fat:1e r 1•·e re reduced t o rot ·. er :•0.J r circ ,:r. ;:; tc ,cc::; . On New Ye0.rc d::.::,' \'le ·uere 

also to have h a j c displa: of fireworks i,1 honour of t ; e " ~uec ns Boy Baby II as 

the Yankee papers call him; but tr.e d~·y 1·:::.i::. tJ.) col:: for 2 nything except sitting 

by the fire, and t !"lough t :~e fir e·,•:orks w0re ,J.fte rw0rds exh ibited on t]!e ice on 

the har'cour man:,' of t!iem ~n-:l been injured by kee ;, i .,g. ;;,:lVing t hus nan·ated .some .J 
of the most i11:porta nt events of o· .. ,r t ::n.n, I wil 1 descend from these important 

matters of histor:i· to sJr.e of 11y o .. n :_)e rson;,.,l affairs. I :1ave got a sta 1d a,1d 

case to hold sJ::ie bird s f or j',, ~,.1d :-kri<-):1, a 11i iicve been fitting t hem u r \',1.th 

some of o:1r be.:i·1ti f ul m:,s E::s w1 '. lichens . I Lave alre~ dy o"bto.ined a few winter 

birds, and as our suri1 • 0:10.3 • re h'C in!1i11 ~ to nr::-ive, I 110-pe t o r,::.ve the pleas-

ure of sending :/OU e 2 rly n0::t s· .. L .:i cr, -. ;e:.- c i, )ice S: eci .i e,s of our ncturnl :pro­

ductions. I hope t he wind s ~.1J ~:ves will ~e~nit t he~ to r e~ ch yJu safely. -

From you or >brion I hJ:-e to h ve :.:i lett e r soon, o:id if . you ca:i. form 

::lr'.Y ideci nf the pler1sure whic'1 hearint; GO J d nev:s fro:n ::ou cf fords me, you \'/ill 

not deny it . .'/rite anythinc or evcryt!"!inc t :1.:- l y :i '..1 h.:-v c t,ee:. he::::ri'.1g seeing think 

ing or doing, and be ns ::: urcd t:1~ t ol l \'/ill be inte~·e .:, tins to ille. 

Je are all well, a 1d hove been s0 durinc the winter - though I h nve not 

enga;;ed in many O:"o rt rnities of improve!":le .1 t o.s l c> st ,:inte.·, I t :: i :1k thot I have 

acquired some infor,n&tL>n, a .id a :n .:l t least a little v:i _: er and better than I Wc, s 

six months ago. Give ~y kin1est re spects to y011r fEt: er n?d ~other n 1d all your 

other relatives, and m6_,· I soon le ,. r .t t Lc1 t :i·ou h £;ve al - Le•;n well a .id l-:..:ippy since 

I last ne.::,rd from you - :-1y f n t:1er c:. 1d mot 11e r 2l co ::- e:"ld their best wishes for you. 

On lo'.)king o ver :ny lett er , I t' .ini{ I s::) ;ld c1'10logiz~ f o r troubling you 

with so unintere s ting e scrawl - .. a vin,; written it, it,11"ever, it ·~ 1-t ;o , I shall 

probably not write c.._:, in til l I send t i~e birds in J '...t:1e , before r.hi c h time i:;rant 

me t h e ha r iness of heari~c fro m you . 

Yours 

J .. i . .Oa ws .) n. 

P.S. 
Fiadin; t :-ic. t I hnve left t o, little r .)011 for foldi :1g tld.s lett e r with0 J t a 

cover, I may fill u~ t : i :::; _ .. - ce - rend in _; s o·ne ti ,ic .:.co a 1 n rticl e on the Holly 

I found it menti0:1ed tlF,t o 1l y t'1e le ,.vc , 0:1 t , .--, l o·,11er br.:,:iches we!:'e a. r •n ed with 

s:1ines, bec ;:,use t: .. · o r11:,- -i re li:.:i~le to be inj..irej by c :-i ttl e a:1d other cnimnls -
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I recollected that last winter we noticed this re culi,ri ty in an ol d holly at 

Craig Millar anct s:--ec·tlater-1 1:1on its use, S0~1they expres:.;es it very neatly. 

"Its glo ssy leaves 
ordered by an intelligence so wl~e 

As might co ~f o~nd an athiests sophistries 
Eelow , a circling fence its le~ves a r e seen 
,;ink.led and keen, 
1fo grazing cattle throu6 :. their ric:~1y :: s,i,1 rd · 
Can reach to wound , 
3ut as t hey g row v1he re no t hi:1s is to fe:1r 
Smooth £. 1d unmo.rrcd th ·, :1ointless le,:wes arpear 11 

Thus many circum sta:1ces c1v·cti{e.1 ,.,leasant reme .. 1l1 ru.1ces o f o:..ir excursions and con­

versations, with whic:: I ::1-·; ::-nrhnrs so:'.eti·ne Jr othe r fill u :- an e i s tle alto­

gether. 

Dear Mar0aret: 

.. hen I 1-st •;;_·,te t.) you, I -~ xrccted t;1:.,t :ny next letter would 

have been sent by the Isabella; but th c.t o l d sLi::, hos fini shed her l c1s t voyage, 

and my percels must v:.:--i t for ano t her conve:,·ance. She beca .. ~e entan .:;led in fields 

of ice after entering t ile Julf of J t Lnwre ,ce , a ,d h.:--vL1__; dri f t ed in this sit­

uation for some time ·.ms ::r•:cke-1 o n the north _po int of Cape Breton. The crew a '.1 d 

passengers succeeded in la 1 ·i.1.:; scif"l:,.• , c' 11: 1ost of t he c .:-. r50 v:ould r roba bly also 

have been s a ved, hod :-iot t he s,~ ttlers on t he co2st ( Iri s hmen a.id Hichla:-iders ) 

broke:1 o:r,8~ and plundere i every t hine th ey co uld obtain fro::i t he wreck. Mr Creror 

findin 5 t hAt. he c e>uld sDve little of :. i .::; 50 Hls, c ~.-r:c here D: s"Jon as possible, an 

handed me yo·.1 r letter fJr w:: ich I mu-:;t si:1cerol~; t!.n11k yJu. He said he was much 

indebted to your family f o r t heir hosriitnlity t o '1im .. ,ie i;ave me n t least a hint 

of t;-;e intelli cence to wi1ich you ref e r, it c. fford s me .. 1uch pleD sJ. re, because I 

trust t½at it will be an eve1t produ ctive o f h~r_iness to t hose most i n ter~sted. 

There is so:nethin0 melanc ;1o ly i ·1 it t:::,n for it is n 1Jei;in:1i n6 of ch«:-ige in your 

ho 1,.sehold, nnd m·,'.rns :ne t ink of t l,e ;ossibility of rny revisiti. 16 Edi,1hur~h and 

findinG all thin£s differe .1 t from wn· t the:,.-- w~re. As o set off to t nis now~ler, 

your mother use d t 0 s o.y tl., t -:; e :n u :· t h~vc s0·ne of he r do.ucl1ters t o t okn 4o. re o f 

her in her old ;:c :c, and yo I t.cin_: nro:11oteLl t J t, .. t o ffice !!lay not hc1v0 flo·:.11 ,•·J;ny 

for some time to c ,)me .. I 110,,e t iw t a ,:, ..300• 1 ft t t: e ,~pyi ro o.ching c ho:1ce is passed 

you will write rue a full c·,1.l pnrtict uln r acco tnt of it. In t;,e :,1 ei.-1,1ti11e i. shall 

say no more u:on t r.is ::;ub ject, till I obtai:1 m,) re ;. cr.urate lnfor:iation. 

YC>ur m> tl1cr' s re :no rk Jn !3u::;;, 1 s book i.:; ex-:c tl y wi,.:- t I expected. It is 

go')d l·_o'.':ever to si:e a] 1 the .:;ides ')f a. ! testi n . I am hn ,,:'Y t: 1.:i t yo-i ·,·:ore pleo. sed 

I 
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with the magazines, I '!lay s end a few more if I ca 11 find e.ny o:ie to cnrry them. 

I thnnk you for t h e see ds enclo s ed in y ..i r letter·, .-:e have here few of· the 

evergreens whic h 9,b r :1 y ,,11 r gardens and fi e l Js i n v:inte r, n nd I :::;h ould feel 

very much plea s ed if I could ncturuli 7e t he bro o m or whin in r~va Jcotia, I'm 

afraid however t hat ou r wi -, t e r frosts e r e too :..,evcre eve .1 for tl.e h o. rdy whin. 

'.'/hen the broom is c 11 tivC\ te: he .·e , it r ei ·i re s t ,, be covered v,it h straw n.1d 

matting all ·::inter, I sl..:-,1] however l e.: t o 1·1 on t h e s e s0 eds as c .:- reful cul tivat­

ion e.s 11ossible cot:. for y ')u r so.J,. c ::u • t :1cir o ·;:n. I ::.;o-.. c d t h e w'. . in seeds nt ')Ur 

fann, on ti1e ~-.1 ,;, 0 ,11 s birt ! d o.:· , on _; hc vi i '--: t nl.c;1 :ny 6 u.1 wit i, :n e ·::s.s so fort­

unate as to obtain, t h e S<'.'. .. e ev c:.i:1g , t:-. re e of 0· 1r :110. t ue a , t.i..f 1il birds; ;i:hich 

I have stuffed and ::, l " c ei t:0:1 c1 r r e t ty li t tlf' -noc-s tr e e, ·::! .icl, I ho~·e may one 

day find a r,l~ce on y .J;..ir drc::,·.· i. 1:.., r o_,r:1 t :1 l •l e ; ,"1 ; -rit h ·:·'.i cl. I inte ,1d to send · · r. 

account of th 0 lives p:1d h o l i t .3 of t :.c bird .:; ·.:l.ic L I h ,,ve i: l a ced ur,')n it, so 

that you m[' y know their i.i s t ) r ~; r .. 1d ch o r c cter c>s v;ell c1s see t heir forms and 

colours. 
Yo ·t mention my l Pct ;..1·~:::; , \,',, , :,.· ere •• 1t oc c :· i J n::il contra\ u tions t') the 

co□:non stock of our lit t le s o ciet:· ; .::: nd • .. it :. res_ ·ect t.:; ns_ irinG to a u thorship 

, that is a n undert a :: i 7G, i :1':) lvi :1~ :n uc :. l · bour o•d con s ider[' tio n, nnd o:1e for 

whicr. I a.m not :'.'re rc:, red; e .s e ciolJy o. s I k ;10·,; no t r. i :-i~ r esr ectin -:- l'l i. ich I could 

publish o.nytr1ing .,..o rt h re ndin [..' . Jo:-i't ff' , r ; i t th ;--, t if anything so important 

should hc1:r,rien, you wo ,1ld be t i1 e ver:; fir s t l'e r so n to , .e e1 r of it. 

I have 1:::e ·J n l a tely e .1_::D,:ed in c' tra de ·::Lich :n-: .::: .,. u s e you, on American 

ship l &tel:, broue:-ht here 3 evernl tons of .. est Indi.::in co:1c1:s, .:;L:c . i...G tho ::., e on 

yo"Jr mothers m~nteJ :' i.Pce. A bo ri t l:H:i d uc;out 9 '.) r ten tons •:,[ s brouc;Lt to my 

father's wharf for sale, b u t t h e boy s cro~~cd i n to it in s uch numbers thnt more 

were stolen then sold, t h is ind uced t!te ov:ner to offer thc:n in a lot, .::1:1d fathe1 

thLt.kini; that they woc1 ld m:>.ke go 1d li:ne f o r his f c. r: .: , r urch :-. :ed the cargo, and 

they were t h rol'1:1 into his store. Feo : le \1ere s o .:u:-::i o,i s to obtain them for ora­

arnents, thEt we W" re obliced t o - ell many of them - I believe t he t in two or 

three days we retailed fo , r or five hu ndred she l ls nt a re :1:1y eac h . ,,e h ave 

still so~e tr.ousa~ds, mo st ol the~, ho~cver muc h broken. I do not know if these 

shells are sccrce in Britain b u t if it wo~,ld be 1·;ortr1v:i1 ile I c o uld se:1d you a 

handfull of prett:,.· go ::, d o:-ies I wis l, y l U co •1 l d ::;0 • tl-.e :-ilc of the. ,1, enough 

to filJ a dozen of l o rge carts o.nd all of one kind on d ne .::i rly the so.me size -

They we re ori i_:anally gnt h ered in on e of t :.c 1·.e .· t Indi0 I s l ,'.''1 ds, tc> be slli l'! ed 

to the u.s.A. for b e ; round or cru s h ed to m.:-n 1re t :. e l o nd. 

And no \'.' t: . .::i t my nnr er is ,tou t l'l ritte .: over, I illlould like to tell you 

hov; often I think of yo u [.nd t l~"' kin d friend s in Sdin. c1.:,.l h .Jvi muc !. be t ter I 

f 
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should like to be w.::lkint; .:-:·1d t~lki:1 ., v:ith y ou in th e me o.d o ·:. , or the Herr:iitoge 

or a .1ywhere, th a·1 •:.-riti :1..:; y o J. a letter, and no\'/ rrovidi.·,G i t is tho.t that lnrge 

larg e puddle the Atl e 1tic s ,ould p r event ne fro ;; vis i ti :ig yo u w:,cnever I like; 

and hoVJ hap :~y I a!'1 to henr t i1;; t yoi.1 rre well , and n 1J u ,1dr erl oth e r s..i cil thinc;s 

and all th a t cro•:.d 0f th ouch ts onJ fe elings which f o r ms th e hA:' :>Y mi:::;ery of 

thinking of tho .se ;•:;, l ove r:hen t hey are f · r distr11t r i1shes Ll '•,o n my mind and it 

is impos , ibl e t o 1·:rite them . . ,ith s ince1·e 1·.-i .i1es f .) r t .. e health and ha:piness of 

you a nd all you r r ,,1· t io:1s , I t hc1•c f ::i rc for ti.e , rr-f'(nt tid you mos t .:'f fect::..on­

ately far ewell. 
J. •.-1. D :-1r:sO11 . 

Ficto ,1 Jrne 15th. 
1342 . 

. . . . . . . . . . . :-ly u nlu cky ::> i:-1ion :- b ::> ut cr 1::-: c d l e tters seem:; never to be 

forgotten; never i~ ~~in e t h· t it on li e~ t o yours , If your lettera were crossed 

over in every dir -: ction I -::;~. :l d be al l t .. P bett e r rle ..,~ed, if I could read them 

at all - Yo u rs mDy be cr J • o t!.er r ce..:,:-i , t :-ie :..: a re bca 11tifull y \'/ritten / 

and easil:; legible, ·:::-.r•:-cas '.ni 1e ;,re 2u c :1 miscr.::i: 1 ,:) pieces o f re n:na.1s:1 i p th a t. 

t h ey c a n scarc e l y tc re :- d ~ho:-i no t cro s ed . 

Your time se •:-::;s t o be f ·1 ll:· o cc ttt i cd ;,n 1 I u. :pose t :,c· t now :;ou ·,·:ill have 

much more to Jo tha n f11M1 e rl y , yo u u sed t o accu s e me of w~,sting your time with 

talking, and nov: ·:.!-,e:1 you 1·.il l le .,•"'nr l y cs ,, 1sy ns I a:1 , u .l ess yo u fin d oti1er 

ti:ne w,- ster.s, yo u ina·, hav e ·no re s · o.rc ... :n, cnL; tn:.n :,.·,n1 thi :1:, for if you have 

any useless ones, em:'lo~· them in ,. ritin .., a f ew ::; tro.y t ho·.1,)1 t .:, U:'On a :'iece of 

paper, a nd send a b·1ndl , o'.' t · e!n occ:is i onnl l. t') ::;e , I will u ;1dertc·kc to re.ay 

at leas t in e ~uo l ~ua.1tit; . 

'.·l y ernplo :,-:ne.:ts du ri nG t he s · ri.1,_; h: v,~ Le,: n very co ·,rn.),1:!_"lac ,' , s ellinG 

books ;:,n-:! se~.1 s , wit h occ .:-,s i ,n~ l ,;.:trden in .; r.:1 d v r ry little r cndL1G or mental im­

provement of :--n:; kind. :-: r C. t c.lk:: of vi si tin _:- .3 c o tl ::-,.1d t o r urc La,3e mor e t:;oods, 

I env:_; him th e l"l l eosur e of acain e,,inc you .'.'nrl ,::dinbuq;L , bu t I rr.ust "r. e content 

an J bide ~y t ixe . 

Pictou J uly _t.h. 1 342. 

I h<1 v e .10 :. t l,-~ : l e ....;ure o i." "11dl n6 y.)u ::-,nu :;, rion , 18\'I 

stuffed t irds, wilich I )10 e ) J U -::il: ncce~·t o..:i tokc,1.::; of ':lY re:nc.ih r :rn ce .:1 nJ e:;r~t ­

itude . I h· v r·ckc..1 t:':e .. ~:::; :.:;e c1rel:; cs f,)s:::;i: le, ,.1,:_'.10:c t ·c: t t he:· will re ~ch 

you in s·fety . If t he:, :::;:uu l ' be in on:· ·;1,_y inju r ed , :e ::;i r e tl infor:-:1 me of it, 

I/ 
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that may repair th e d ama.::;e , or direct you hov: to do so. I ha ve pL ced your birds 

upon a stand made of .fuv r -3co tia ma ple, you m!st take ou t some of the screws and 

cut the twine ~ith wtich it is fast ened ,L~fore remo vi n; it. iwo of the birds are 

packed in cotton in a little box an! basket. One ( the hu~ming-birJ) mu s t h : ve 

the wire attached t o it:: toil inserted i:1 D 1 it t l e . . , 
;1u J. e at the to r of the tree ( 

marked by a \·:o )den , in ) so tl. c t i t 3 bill :n, y be t 1r:1ed inw:>.rd ..:: over the tree. 

The other must hav e it t a il wire in.se :'ted ii1 c nother Lole in t h e ~ide ( also maI 

lea i,y a r,in ) so ti.2t its heai ma:,· h ...- nu down. I'he but erflies and moths may 
'I.~ 

be placed a:1y where you choose on your ." tan d or in i·!a rions case . .'/hen you place 

the shade over it, p~t in 2 fe~ pieces o f c n~-ri.or to ~revent the attacks of in­

sects. You will fi nd :1 ~icce ') f rib ' on teneat:. one side of ;;:our stand, by ·::h ich 

yo , can pull out a c ord 0:1 ~hich th e names of yo~r bi~ds are marked. I may now 

give you E few hints respcctin: t he hrbits and C"F rocter of your guests. 

No. 1 is t ne Hu·;;·,,in_ - bird , vri.th its ruby tnro a t and emerald 'back. How I 

wish that you coul : ::;ee iL~ ·· ,:ift "m,l fairy-lii{e .1ove:nents cs it darts from flow­

er to _flower, ba lancins itself on !'.u.nmin ;_; v:ings b e f o re ench, 2:1.i ::. eisinc; the min-

ute insects whicr, forrr· its fo oci ; ti1c:1 sud enly wini:; to a tree top and sitting. 

for an instant to -11me iL;•::lf c1nd lo '., :-. ro ·ind . ."ihen t i, e fruit trees arc covered 

with their swe e t .see 1ted t-los oms, i::; the time of tLe hu:nmin5-birds h:.rvest, and 

many may then be see:-i in alrr,o3t an_: orchard. In such a place I sho t t::e one now 

sent, and I can asure ~ou that , hardened ~s I am in bird killing, when I saw the 

poor fellow lie bleedin G a~ong t~e gr· ss, I felt os if I h od been guilty of a 

very bad action. 

No. 2. The blo.ck c a?: ed Fly-cotci1er, i,: on0 of t:"!ose little birds which 

spend tr.eir llves in h:rnting flie s .::.i:i ot:.er insects, it i s an [lC tive little bird 

Ifo. 3. the yel Jov: thr.:i.,-,t, is a very retirini; bird, ~,referrinb close thick­

ets and only now nnd ti1,Jn a:::ce:1Jir1c t o tite to! of n bush to utter its little cry. 

I~ also is a feeder on in s ects. 

Ifo . . 4. T:.0 Red .st2 rt, \·:r:lcr. :;- hove <" lte:nrted t) il:-ce in t he act of flying, 

is a flycatcher, and has a l oud -,d a v:eet, t housh not very varied song . 7he one 

s011t is a r,iale, tr.e f r-mo l e is (!Uite d'.111 i:1 col oc1r . 

No. 5. The yel"low crow:1ed ·:12rLler, o .1 e of the earliest ,) f his family in 

mating in the sprin~. I ;l:o t him ns he v,as n l tcr.1ately d ,, s i. i:16 off i.1 .•u rsuit 

of flies, ;:,nd r':?turnJn c t ,> his erc i, on c S"rucc tree, t) :, i.1c hi::: vernol :!ove / 

song - l~ttle a.1':ici~1c1tin,: t :, t, i ,n tcod of r o l.~i. .1; Lis broJd i ·1 :fov~ Sc ,)tia, h~ 

sh')•.lld be sen t o!f jn hi.3 :t'ese t co1diti1, t ) Drlt-:i.i,1, S ) t,12t lie : rovides o:ie 

of t he mc\ny inst.-:,·1 ce ~; oft., uncertai ·1ty of e .-: rti1ly pro..,pe cts, I Lav•.· ntte·.: ted 

,J 
I 
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Lo·,vest i.n the sc'\l,, is a bir ~l w:1os e t:!ick sh,rt bill sl1'.)·,•1s him t o be a ve r; 

etable f ee :er. :Ic is t 1.e pu r~,le fi ,1ch , or r ed lin.1et. His fo )d consists of 

buds ,; r " ins '!1l r~u:Lts; a1-l clth)u,:;:1 he :;o~c t imec .:;tri_s t :1e buds -fro oilr 

trees, he o.to,w- for :.is sins in th ·i.s 1·:a:r b:,i a so.1___; .nore loud D:1i swee t than that 

of al~ost any other of '.)~r birds . I c-,_p-1,)t ,:_;ive '1U t :. e nC<::1es o f th e :nos.ses and 

lich?n .3 at t ,1e b, -3• -.:i f y)ur tre e , i.·it t· •? ~ :i_ .cl:.dc ::o·.:c J f '.)U r ~::-e tticst sorts. 

My bir .is :no.:: c.:fori on"' !:lore l cs ·on , ple .:-sL1- 0. t le:,r:; t to me , tlle-t as bird 

of pass.:c,::e r,:?turn everj· ye r to :heir n::- tivc l c:n'J , so ab.3ent friends may 

me ,:, t asain. I may co:1cl:.1 ·1; v;_i.t· 1.. 1.e .o .· t si:1cere bo'.)d '."i:-hes ,::n-l re s~e ct.s for you 

a .Ji all r:iy other friend., in :di,1b.lr,_;: .. : nd i t.s nci _;hbt1urh,.., )d . 

Y)~rs a f rccti)1-tel~ 

J. ·,'i . Dawson 

P.s. :'io s t of :i·o·.1r bro,)~1 -,;1 1·1:1.i.n seeds have ;rovm an-:1 p r o duce d floaris~in.i; 

Mr Bel l ( broti1er in lnv; to :-i ar 6 r, ret ) to J. :: . ;-)::,v:son . 

Jenr .3ir, 

:-ly ?.:-t ·.·~ r in 1.:::,,·: bein,e .o 1cl1 enca 6 edj h;is re:_.iested me to 

wri. te you a few l incs to eX:'rc.ss hi::- ___; r ca t r ec:ret • n t.i1e error of a , kin__; payme nt 

0 f an accou:1.t w:. ich wa.3 prev io 1 _; ly pnid .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . etc . 

in t '.'le ba;-i ls of matri ·1o n.:i- v:itr. >1r -'.,e) r 5 e 1 ri11roc;e. :-l r I' . is a mnn 1fc>cturer 

of hair a:1d h.c.ir cloth , 0,1d i s c ver; excell ent yo : n_s man - t;1e c o nnecti:)n 

is ever:i ·;:oy li l·ely to rrove a h'l: -,y on.e - :-irs Clec1,o rn wns s:- fely delivere • 

of a daugh ter .::rnd b::>t:, are c ontinui.nG to do ver_: v;,,11 . Ti.ere i s little else 

to communicate tr.:t I re.nember, i-ir3 1 ell • . .-itn t :.-:o f ,. il :· .:ud Col. i1D the wso n 

~re q li te • ..,ell. :ii.3s ;-iercer re1 ~es t s me t t) 'l cl,a)wled~e r receir,t of you r 

l e tter of 30th. of :1ay , a.11 t 1 s:-y t :.:-, t .s:1e in.te,dod to \":rite~ clit' to be 

r:_it in to t r.is letter bit \';;-•, c-1lled t'.) [;0 t1 t e C), 1t r y c,nd _CO".lld :1ol 

overtDke it. 

I have :,e in compel s me 

Peter nell . 
( :-;r.s Bel l, i-;r s Clei;horn a 1d :-1rs frL,r i c -,1. si.,tcrs of :i·:rb:-,ret . ) 

/ 
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~icto:.i Au J ust 16, 1842. 

Dear Margaret -

I received ty l a~ t rac~ et a letter from Mr Bell, info~aing me 

of :-lc:rions marriage, a.id 0f other t hi n5 s i ntere tins t o 1n e. He also informs 

~e th ~t you intended to write o s lip to pu t in his letter - I hope that you will 

soon write a lo:ig letter instead. I !-:.~ve bec:1 tr:we}ling a little more t han 

usual since I l ns t wrote, a:Jo ·.1t four weeks c::__;o I v, , . 1t to Fri:ice Edwo.rd Is, one 

of the mo s t beautiful co ·rn tri cs , in t),c Bri ti s); rrovinces, ,::nd p.:- rtic tulorly 

remar~a'· le for it:; -.vo)d3 lei:i,; :r.o :~e l ike t hose of :-ri tish porks t h0 n an:: others 

I have seen. O:i returni :1c; fro ·~ t:.i:· I acco::ip.-uied a l)ic :1i c p;i rty to Cnrribou 

Harbour, near . ictoc! , :n~· object !10':.'ev er v:::.s t o c0llect shelJ s c.•1irl fos s ils, and 

as soon as we l a deJ fr0:n t',e ;;ea:1.bont, I left t :.e : .,rt:/ D..1d mo..1ac::;ed t .) do 

4 or 5 miles of \':al\-:inc: D-1) 1 _ t ·.c coast, c:.. t t;,e e x , en.:;e of bei:1b called unsocial 

by some of t .. e l a::i i es ; per~ · -s i f y)U had bc-.?n t he:-c I micht h ,we done oti1er­

wise, unless yo·.1 W):.ild go s :1cll c >::.lcc tin;; to -.) ; ho ·:10v e r I did ,10 t say so to them 

and, to s _r e-:i.~ t i,e trut:1, t .ere w r L 1 le.1 t y of l · dies :- retty to lo -.) k at, and 

pleasP-nt to s ~ e ,'.)k to. In L :el'I drys .: .fter · .. ; ,rds, Mr Lyell _ t :1e geologL;t and his 

wife, who have be en trnvel linc over the ~totes, arrived in Fictou. After show­

ing him so~e of our most intere tine places near Pictou, I went with him at his 

o,m request, to so:ne other po rt s of t he r rovince, c1.nJ enjoyed a weeks very plea­

sant and instructive travelling, ro. rtict ul , rly on t ~e river Shu:en a c ~die 

where we bo ,, ted alonG a t t :: e f oo t of the cliffs , 150 fe ·J t hli;h, c1..1d on a river 

where tides ri s e 40 fe e t, an l r J.3h u ::-1 .:1nd down lik0 o ::1il l rac e . The v,l. ite 

gypsum cliffs crow:1e d ·.•i.th beo. i tiful ;; r ec.1 W)Ods, nn -1 bound e d by d0.rkcr sond~ 

sto:1e rocks, form some of t he :nost beo-..itif..il river sce :1ery tl1: t I h.:tve ever seen 

Its geological int e rest W"'~ o. l so very G,ec t . 

.'.' e h ::ve n l1 b8 n well, and h~ve h:d a r e.:ic r :.-bl~· fin e su :,111e r, wa r,ner 

than any for at lens t 13 yer-rs p.is t - kno 1..:_; my ot:.er einpl oymc;1ts for spc.re 

time I h ave been \':ritinb o ne o r two nrticles for ..'.l llulifax ne wsi:' ~1~1er, a CO i' Y 

of ~h ich, if I cnn r r o cure it, 1 will send yo'.l . They nre terribly spoiled in 

sane place .::; by mi.st a;{es in printi 11i-; . 

I ho p e t ha.t Lefor0 t h i s ren c hes you , you will h ave r e ceived my box in 

s afe ty, :•1arion 1 s or :-1rs Iri.nr or-;P.:=- yo ,1 .. i ll no\': hrwe to ::::e :1d a little farther 

than I e~~:1ected ·::hen I r r e0o re it, bci t yo i c, ,, ea ,;ily mo.:w ,e t:1a t. If they 

d0 .no t a,rive s· fel y , be ._; '1re to info r :n me of t he extent o f t 11c d~a_;e, a.nd 

above all write to 11e as so'.:> !1 DS t1.ey .:-•rrive. I a ,n be~inninc t .) lo:1c very much 
1 , th .. ·o · ·•:ill lj_,,ely b b for :1 letter fro:-r. yo'.l, "'nrl .:i.lt!1ou _: h K iow • • :: • • e very u s y 
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I hope that you ~ill t ake a little time to g ive me t he ~lec ~u re of receiving one. 

Give my b es t wishes t o D.11 you r fa ~11 ily a"l.d o.s-llre t he,1 of 1ay constant 

remembranc e of t ;ieir kL1dnes .. to :ne . -

Yours affect iJna t ely 

J. "• Da·::so n. 

Dear friend: 

The box with the l irds has l eei1 bro·1__:11t t o .',i ,1dmill stre .. ~t in perfect 

safety, not t :.e ::li __:: ,te ~t i .j .ir:: h:- s he , ene • t •J o..:1y o f thc:r, , t11ey .:, re exceed- ~ 

ingly beautiful - I et·~ ::-,,rtict"lL rl ~ uelighted .. ith rny li ttl e humming - bird. 

I admire t i1 e no.t:.i ral l ookin ~ :::' ... itudes ::o 1 1wvc __:.i.,·c, tl.e. ;: .H-J .t os teful ::1aaner 

in which t i1e:, o.re • L -: ccd - I 1· ve or :::;o·:;e ti r:ic been cut::.. ci po.ti.1f; \':i t h pleasure 

their arrival .-~1d have cnjo:, .. ,: .:.. t to tne full. ·iothe r n!'ld f' t:-:c r h· ve be en a t 

the country f o r a fe w w"'!el-<:s . '•,' l h ve ::ee:1 d)\'::1 v:i ~;, :-i~rior1 , ·,""en I c 2;1e ho:ne 

I found yo .:.. r lett e r lyi: ii; f )r f ;:i L:.e r. I ;ue·:; .. 
C ' ~riti!'l • c1· took the liberty 

of opening it, I v:.:.s ,11 i, ctie 1ce till t r.c box ::r::- ive , , .... r:e n it did, I '.':BS 

astoni ;;h ed t;) fi:1d y0.1 h·,d .~c.1t ne so '.IlAnJ , ~:oc1 i1'vr f ,r,;ot t e:1 t i.e bc r i;o.i n, you 

wP- re to h c v e sc1t !'::e O!'le , r tv: J .:it .~.)c-- t. I c- .1 never s.1ff icie 1tly t h.:>1'., yo ·J. for 

got them s hot, stuffed, pl.-iced - pc.c'.,ed, \',}.ic:. \':L :- c cu:-e l y ,., , 1,e.:: 1t ifully d :i ne. 

not one ·:::li c h n:'re:-, r e. t, h ove :1)',ed fr,-n t heir !11 · c ,· . ere :; 1 1 h[•d :'-It it; 

Havins carri ed out :,Yt::- cl"Lr ·et; Jl,., -.. :d rc;:.d t: .e .i tor·· of t ' •· t ird s , r.i y cur­

io sity •::ns crc'l t i f' •:?d t :.e . ret·1rneJ t . • t rnel ,.1cltol-: ti1ou )1 t ·;_;. i ch i -:; so seldom 

ahsent fr0'.ll my mind, "..,ut ·::· icL ti.e cxcit •· ,e:1 t of t ·,c ti.:1c '.n v n~ i. .- hed, Lio.t 

my sister, rny co n:ri.:i:1io 1 fro :, inf~ .. :c:,,· , \':,"'.:; n0t hc.·e i .. c ·ide ,,e t > sh.:-re ·1:,.- joy 

and I we· · t a.-:; I o ft e I d ) ViC)f' , ·,•.1,cn ti, ,).1:__> t r"'t 1r as t 1,-· t sl.tJ h ..--s left me ior­

ever - to o of t c;1 do I eud . l ~e in t r.at 3elfis: .. .J rr0w, v:li:.,· s,,ul d I ·: v::,cn I know 

t lo , I hav e ever s1s t nined 

ve . ·y pretty, t· eJ fnr .:;u r _;-s an:,,· t; -· ::•' h .vr, j It: is C Yi ,t r:,,·, In~, .:ishc1:,1ed j 

to oi',;1 ti.-t I kno ·: r .. )r•:· o f tl e !.'bi t .:; ) f: 1•1r lird , t'. .· 1 o 1r .)'.n - the bu t t l':-­

flies nnd motl1s ore vcr:,· lovel::, one du :'.:., lo -:i:,in ., f elL1 with c\ l ri,::;ht so t 

o n e i tr r· r wi n c to , l, m: • f ,"' " c :: , o !'r'O) ri · ted it fo: · 

as if P1 e cold ·:: _ r,• · t >n ; rtif~cicll:,r. 

I Jwvr• ;::,t rny .=,r0, of v:.- • flH1c rs 1,·:rl:: c 0 .. 1}etcd , mot:er tnJ:~.c.; o f 
· · ,,., 1 r -r ..,· -cle f)r t : ...... , i· -· .-- c d•, ,_·s , r.:'.•" i • .--:•)i"L t ~ et ::. maple i)lVl!lC rr.c <-< • .. u!, .. ~ ... , ... ~... - V -
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Yo 1 ex: res ::, i.1 ::, 1r 1(:;t t c r t · .c-- t I ·::ou l rl \'::·:i t0 Jo, r· L.11 rcco·rn t of t h e 

mc>rriage, but I ! resn,ae by nor: you h: vc alre.:: .:::,: cot :i.t fr o 1 -;r Bell. ... . . Our 

visfltors hDve ,l)·;: left ,nother , itt i.:1'...; .--t her f .:i vor 

ite ammu ~eme:-i t re . di.i ...; ti1e -;: ers, ·:::.ilc I r.11 -, rj ti:1 t , J·ou . . -:other i s ·;:ell and 

jau n tin G abo : t a::; .. iu c L c s ever . 

Th e co nchs Y' 1 .. 0 ki:t :1:_; o: f ereJ t, se.1d :.i.: -i re :1o t very valuable here,, 

I fancy th e c f-rri · ::.;e ·,"o.! ld co t :i 0 r•:? tho:1 t i.e:i. r vc.L.: .:-· , ., .. -re !:O l":ever :r1-t ch oblige 

oy y::>ur a:: te ntion . I \; ., t c1;;1•,1 r< ,c, 1tl:,; tr.r,u ,::-h t .c· -:; r o 1d of ~ir Dr1vid Milne, 

in the ce :1 tre of Li. 'cle-·c:·.i.1~ :.:;re , t !.e rc is 2:1 :.· tificinl ::,o:1d \':itht a jet of 

water spoutin~ u:- i :: ti P mirl :Jc , t·.e m::t r _::i:1 f ;:,.,t'"'~;ti c c.Jl_; d.c:cor.:: ted . itii rocks 

and co , cr. .s , \':rt::!r a.~d ere ,, i.1__; ::l:-:1L- , i• . cl' rc.--1::..:· ::, : ,-.-•1ti f il effect. 

coming agoi:-i, his c ,ur.--- _e is ., r 0 ly c r eo t - h,· ::.~i.: he , .. f ond o f the sec, , b u t 

I thou cht t h i s acci.de.t \:_:i1
1 ct ~.-v"' fr· :i, te.c· him , I ti1i. . ..;-. if I\'.::,~, in his sit­

uation no e : rt li ).y co nside r c t • "!, ,·:::> ,1: ev er t e·!1 t, ·:-,c t o e·, t e r a_:ci:-i U! o n s u ch a 

You will h.:-. ve cee:1 b ~- tl 

sum:ner, what a l ustl e t :. er--. ·:.r 

-~ c ots:::: t .e t t · c Gc. ttlr· si101" ·::[sin Ed i n. t !'.l is 

f .)r r, ·:· f';- - ::in::nil l s tree t !Io t cl, a.s I d a resay 

you have heDrd us c oll on r ~,,: -e \, --; well c .:nloyed - ni!1e vi s.,_ tors - shoke down 

in every corner o f t l.e :.ou::e , 14 o:-: :: .... v,,1::. _ _,:: f 0r e:.cl: mcc,l. I • ... :::- completely 

worn out. 
:here was o s-:--lc:1di j . romc 1r• ;e ,,t, ,;3rrc.1dc.1 ' :::; . c:r;--. ne.'.l.r Erunt.sfield 

li.1ks, to wr.ich I inclin::ti6n a nd ab-

scnrc0l~: ·::o lk, -till h::i·:1ever t;1 ·:,· ur ._ctl me ::>n r:it:1 tli, •rn , t e do,r of cntr .:1nce 

.. :.o .. I p r et0·1 led to loo .:: e them, 

o,.,.c;ir l c , ; ) t i:. to 1:cd , .. 
'.-) 1,,pt my elf tet. ter be-

fore the y r e t 11r :1 L .. :-·1 t \':it:. t :_c, t o::.~ I . ·.t :'.rri.o 1 1 ~ :r..--- r ·L ·-·A c· 1d v0 m "r ny ., ,., 

gai :1ccl t :. rce ,ou .. ,is t o •n:­

v:o '.l 1 -:l O'.) t 1 H: 0 t .:> b c f .: t ! 

:- t . ! 1 - cle:y 1 hcve 

•i ..:;: t, I :: -:>· 0 I ·::i.11 ·o t i:icr r::c mu c i, more , rL I 

th e ;)uk c of :_'eucleu[;L ; s ol J thro ,._;i:::>ut t 0 \':: )l c tov.n. It ~- .1ot t o be o. 

s t ate vi sit 

po·.-.e r i s t:> te sr,ov:.1 her. ,,) :: :·-2 t.) n v ,' • .n ~ [ j_ C • • '.l t )lifir., ,) 1 t .. e ,,,1:nmi t of 

/.rtr.ur' .·; ~0.::t fo: · ·::i.i c .. t!·.•·/ ·r·· t rc. ,•).1t L .,ll:· c~:l):·e...;. tc.'.-i.1.- u c) 1.- - .'.1 

""P- nra lil2 ,.in,-ti:>n ,::tc . .1 c~c . 
u --·· ... 



21. 

The next se:1tenc c I i :1 te 7 ir:: r-:. a.1 ll"o l o .Y ~-or tl.c c arele:::: .:; man .er in which 

this letter is com y,osed, but cs it is s .ic i1 e co .imon thing for :;oung lc:dies 

to · conclude \'lith I forbeor - I !1c,ve ·:r.i.tte ·1 :;011 t e f .i. rst t l10.;gh ts ti,£. t came 

into my head, wit•wut orrler c o rrection or improve::-,c its - I ·: 'i.sh you v:ould ;ive 

me some instr'...lction in this 2r t ill yo•Jr ne):t l et t-•r - If ,Y"'l..l to.l~c t .. c tro uble of 

doing so fear :1ot t !rnt I ::;:.Dll be offe!1ded a t a.1J 11L:ii 1 reinrrks - I now ret;ret 

very rnuc}: th£t f c.11 -:e • rj e -.·hi ch :' rcve[ltc :-:ie fro.n s:.::i ._ i.16 you my comyiosition 

, ·;,hen besid ~ me, I mi :Ji t !1:-vc been ;_, rcc '., ly be,1efitccl y yo .r advice. I must 

allude to a sentence in one of ;our letters, you s~·Y t hr' t my letters are beauti-

fully written, is tiiis inte.iue • [.;;; a co,,1 ~ li r.1cn t ? recall to your recollection 

a remark yo have mi:'de t '"J me .·lt e ,1 here - t :1: L go0d v:riti .1g was t ,, e sic.1 of n 

little mind! I ~~ not ~ivcn t o c - r i~G JI' cri tici-i -G much, but I could not 

help smili!1S as I re .:.t.i it, I '.,10.·.: y),1 dirl rn t ::_ -1:· it i:1 ::::..: eh o. ·encc t::i me 

al though ha .: yo 1 cec .1 h::inest , J'.l rn~1ld . 

The weather here thi~ ·;;:~"' !." l.r- s tee : ~;1)s t Jelich tful, ·:e hrv-:-hr,d bright 

blue skies, s·1ch c1 s ··ven l ic:.ou mi"' t h.:-.vc 1:-.)r.:-te,' o f. 

My sister Ja:1e • .~ c !'-.ildren nre i:1 l:-ortobello , a..1d t i~e rest of ti,e family 

are inthe enjoyment of excellent henltr.. .. but moFcr is ,·:ea rins for her tea, 

so I must bid you ,"1 liPU f)r t ne re:::e:1t. 

::a r__;;; ret /,. Y. i-lercer. 

fictou Ifovl'mbcr l(.th. 1342. 

Dear :-1-r~:-ret, 

Th e b r·rq 1e Sesostris br>in[.; al.out t 0 .s-il he.H'P t o Gl.:. ... ::.;__;o\':, I in-

tend to se nd yo..l a s al::. pr.rccl of Ar:1c ric a;1 m.::,,.:rizi 1es , \l1, ici1 I ho"."C you \':ill 

favour me by acce tin L;; . I will also se!ld [' r c.. ir of mocn.3i 1s o::- Indion shoes, made 

of the skin of t rie mo o3e d 0er, by th e Indian women of Canc1 dri - t iloui:;h in no w~• y 

to be compared with the sli-;-r0rs r;: icll y :i u p r escn te (l me, a 1d whic h I va:i,ue more 

than any pre:::ent I ever received, tr1ey mc1:; be nev, t o yoc.1 - t :1 e~ are sometimes 

though not often, worn by la...:ies he1·e r,s ho ,t., e sli p er 3 ( L~, dy Falkland I be­

lieve set the ex-,:nple ) . You may try t he ... , a,1d as t •.ey c:>re dura t le c.rticles 

, I may perhc1:1s yet hnve t :. c pleasure of se i ,~ how t he:,; fit. I hore t :,.:- t I may, 

for thi s no~e i~volves ple.'.1 ".;a :--,t a:1 tici p.:-tL)n of v .~ ri) :..j ~i 1 ·3 , a:no.1g th e,,: t ha t 

tirr,es m;;i:; me~::, for .?t pre s e it t:.•"j nr -o b,:-,d t:1-t it is scarcely ~:, fe t..) irn­

rort bo oks or a:1:/tLi.1 -; cl f; e in CJ.,1y 1 .-r..::e quri .tity. 

It hDs occur,, :l to me t iwt , in ' .. Ti ti.;G t o :i· .:i..: I .-'.1 0 ,1 ld :- t nte :nore ex-

J 
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Plicitly than I h::, v e done , t,1e impre.s..,iolls which our i.nte rcoursc h~s l e ft on my 

mind, a nd t he feelin Gs witl. ·:rhi ch I in co.1seque.1ce regard you - The truth is, 

that you have excited ii !lle a:1 i :1 tcre ·t 6 rco.te r t: 1.:-1:1 I c an feel in any other 

person, and t his :10 t «risin; '" r o: an~, c l1.:-·.1ce or oc cid e.1 t o.l L1:pres.3ion, but gro.d­

ually g rowing fro :n a q·1aintc.:1ce r:lt:1 you , .:-,::d fou:1dcd on my p e~'ce i vL1g i n you a 

combination of qualities r:J')t'.3 a~r e.:i~ l ,:: to .• e tl.: .. 1 -.,1~ ot;.er v:Li ch I ho.ve ,1 ver 

found. Fe eling t Lere f orc fo:: you c:1 a.:'fection th • -- tro:1G , end \'/L ich i _s increa­

sed r a ther th ,:rn di:nini::,!1eli LY t i:c l cnc: t i1 nf ~11y ai·sc.1 ce, I h-:>p e yo·., wiL, neither 

be surpri s ed or offended"~ t ·:e d,...,clc'ration of it, c: l~ '. . )u;:, -.cde in circums t an­

ces which I k :o\'I f e w ·:!o .Ji cr:J~.:c f o r su c l. o :--ur osc : and ::-.: l t ,1 u s t convince 

you of th e implicit coa~ide~ c e ~- ich I r e -0 .~ i~ yJu , ~s ~ell os of t he favour­

able 

it will in no .,. t. 1 i t -.) e•.11 • ~-": .)Ur p.'c:cc., t c ,rre ~0,1:icl e:1ce, nor to preve :1 t 

.. c; n,, fri C':1ds o.::; for.nerly. 

The s e !,o ·e.s ::•,~ co.fir ,...,d :.~· .. ·,- r,:l.i.(1uce i., :,.·011' :y;:. ~)o: .--;c1 c c , o.nd by my con-

fi dence, ( J. ",'') j - ' 
......... ..... 
''. _ .... f.., .... 

.. .. 
I, -'- . ) t .: t ~~ette r my love 

be much or li ttl :: v .'.111,:_,d b:· :,· ,u , y-:> 1 ·::ill n , ,_ !"e•g ;ird it os e::.. t .. cr des1)icnble or 

unworthy. 

busines s , I h.-ve l:-d ::::J,1e l e i:;...1rc f :J!' v-ri .. i 1 r::1 for rc;:-clin..; ,"'. t r:) ·.1;;:; t n cc­

es .::;a r :: to wri ti ·1c - 1 1,.:-- V t: l i ttle ol.~e i :1 t ·.c v::::..~· 0 f :1en· t o t , 11: but v:iien I 

look back U?o n a.1y p::.3t . cri)d , l: .-t su er f or e:w. l o ! I c.:.rl t ·,i.1:~ of n hun­

dred ne·,: f oct s ·,•::.i c h I h vc 1 -"- 1·ned • nd .::1 .: ) t c\S :ii:::.1~; ol d aotL,ns 1:}1i c h I h ave 

found to b e 1,, i s t ::':0:-1 , ::.r1 t·-.) c s,:t jects •;:L::.. ch I h.r,;0 studied ; ::1...:l ·::.: ile this is 

a che c:::-in,: indic ,ti.)n )f i:1cr•.casi.n__; ·,;.i Jo n :o t ri i ... 1e - .c1 t · e ·,:.,..:-ld :i. 1 ,:e .1eral, 

it also sho·;.·s t !." t t ·:•::~tJ l., .iuch t o 1 1?-r.1 . 

1•1y k inrie-t r•, ,, ct s t1 o.J' y.:>ur fri,~ ds a ,d r c l :: tio -:s . . :ri te t, ':10 s00 n. 

J. , . D :! .,.,·1 . 

l L C t ) l 1 ') V ") 1 ~ C :' 2 5 t h . 1 ·J ,' t 2 . 

Jo-, r ::::-r,__; 0 ,ri::t ; 

: ef:)r•: ~1)\l r ,"! c r•iv1• t .i::; , j'.lll ::~l 1. v r• r ,::?-.d ~nd c u-L lered 

my L :··s t lett er . . ,,.· t I ii;ve t :.,'I't! ·:::-_;__tte.1 1 C) ·Ll .·vr- t old y.,:, nti \'1'1S )ftc.1 

di .-;~ ".) .:-:0d t'J h: V ·2 

a vi s i tor ·,--!,,) ::1 1 • t 
·hne sn , ,e f ,r•~ l left .3c)tl· : , :,it ·iti tcd ..-., I t lic,1 

VC'r~; -~)) I :,:_> .. rt, .!. f1~lt t:.-,t it '.'.') ,J l be ncit:~,:,r wire 
\'::: s ' 
1o r 

J 
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right, I '.'.'as deter ·,ii nerl t lirre f o re, wh:1teve1· effort it !J1j ght co s t, to s~y noth­

ing then. :fo•:: ho·never t he c o~e is differc::t, I c 7n now ho;,e th -~ t I m::i.y perha:;s 

at no ver:: dist::-, 1t t i ,e , s 0 ,:) j. )U - __;oi.: , cud -t e l l cv c:1. ts, f ·•·l ines \";hich 

might i nvolve :;iuc, ·, of h- .~:~i nes,-; or ·,i i:oerj· to Jou c:.s -.-.,e1 ; .--,::; :ne , \: ·_·c not to 

be lit:;htly trifl ~d ·::i t h . 

I ad:r.it t:1nt in •:,T.:.t..:.,__: to :,·1u ·:-; I ·:·vc do :1 c , l .·.vc :-u rL_; i1 t ~'. O ex­

pect aaj· deci siv e L,.,s·::er ; l i::i:) t ,10 :1 :ril ic;o: 1t:- t!-.erefore < t the a 1cie:1t oracles, 

I must be conte .1 t ·::ith the res :-81se , v.:.c\tever it r:~,:,; be, sincPrel:,: ho~)ing 

ho \':ever th -:t it ?;,-::· u t t :-.lt:::,_;,::t't,:, r i n.-1us_ic i ou:- . 

tJ J : r ._;ocle t:,-, 

beinc il u:; tr e: t ed t:: c. .n:::b']!' o f 1-~·::;e r.:-.:i.. ,:s ,)f roc:~s, .:Li .3 !·eci·:,8ns of 

fosil s·~ells, : ,2'-.r i f in.:i ·::oyl e tc. rle::-sed t · e; suffi ci c.1 tl :: \': ell. 

:-rot:.cr h· - .--c>:c i ,,·.-: j· rs ::> f ~ r t:.::• :ve.: , ·n- :l' of fruit t roduced 0 .1 

our O\'i il f .-- r !l __;;:rle :1
1 

a .d .)- , t -t yo 1r ,n t·.e:-- >':iJ.. ::-cce· t the··, . Ti1cy will 

be sent ty the 3eso~tri s . 

.i icto: JP c c~ter ~6th. 1342 . 

Dear :•lar;::. r e t; 

::: t~':! t h•'? fir .st ·:: __ or t <t 1ity of r, ... •l:,i.1__; t o :,·0·1 r l e tt e r of Dec. 2nd. 

I t i'1a'1% y o;1 f o r t\":e rro:1rtitude r, • d,jci :: i -. 1 of:. ·)'\ r ,u- wer, \'/:,ic:1 is so com­

plime .1tar:; t nrt I c ;:, .. nt b0 0L'c,1ded, a 1d 30 ju. t D. . ~ c a,1did t i~· t it m,·'.tes :nc 

only este ,"?m y ou '!lo:e hi__;:,Jy , ,i: cn viewed in :- .. c :T.G'11er i :1 •:1:-iich yo·1 rei;ard 

the s ub ject, it i s cert-ii.,ly t ~.e ::10zt r · ti ):-in l 2n-,· .. c r ·;::1i ch you c:::, ;1ld h o.ve 

given. I d id n) t ex:,ect :, ) ·::ev e r o. dccisivcl:· f o.vo·.trc t 1 c r e~ly. Con s :i..d -:: ri .1;; 

t he natur c,f ~y declo.rc1tio:1, and t \11-. c i rc1:;1 st.:-t 1cPs .:..a w!~ici: i t ·,ns 112 de, it 

w::iuld h c.ve be ·,, ridic ·1lou.-; t o h-vn s ,fr>:>s•:)d th, t ;0:.i \:0.11 ~ 2,e,.y 11 ;,t yY.1r 

service sir " 2 i be r o· u:: t::> w-.:1:icr II ocr l .:::n,l C', ,d ~-;e. s " ~- t a .,10;;:;-2 .ts .rntice. 

I arr. t ne refore :1:>t s::> muc'. ii::;· _ ·:ii .tcd , o.: if I }:;, 1 ent.crtoine ,:; extr.-, v etc:;cu t 

ex:ectation .j ; o d a.n L1de2J ,':811 .' l e:. set t • t :, 1 1 h:ivc stc1ted .::;) 0x:1licitly 

your ovm vi 0 \'iS 0:1 ti." s-..ibjc ct, a, ,· t .. t:o cnc!'...lc~ -r.c cl c· :~: y t '.l ·1.1dersL· 1C.: Loth 

my r>o ·iti , n D-.,J :10·1r.::;;;: '· i .1 1 1c:.- f'.)r \': ic'1 I c . 110 t re ..., 1fficie.t1:: __;r:- t cf:11. 

I s:·,~::. :-iot t · orc f 1rc r·t :-:!'.'0:;c 1t ~:1:; .-i 1: t 1i ·1 ,:,'.l t'c ,):1 t : e ::;.1'.::jcct, bu t 

J 
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in one of his po.:pers - ~ 1: 11 o.11 desolated L>nely II lw v - I w: ·, s .. ed till the very 

points of ;,1y finc;ers .:,re .:,c i.1c . l aL1tcrs a.:1d r· rierhr ,._: et·s ho.ve: been my .nost fre­

que.1t compa nions f'.) r ti1e 1 .-·::t ·:.-•r•:~ . .. e.~,\,: ~ >t t :.e di.,i 1r_; roo::i rio~8red o..,d h.s.ve 

re:r.oved our sitting-ro).: tJ:. c su.1:i:/ side- o;- t:1c hou ,·e , ol:o tte nur:-.ery, olies 

cl: c ft e :- o.J l , :.,au lords of t i:e crecttion 

huri'ie.~ frou one occ­

upatio ,, to cinoti.cr eldo::1 ~e t s .:i,ove m~~diocrity f'VG. i.1 t·.c> co .~ .onrl3ce routi:1e 

of ordinc.rj· duties. I '.c10· ... ti.· ~ it l not inte 1 ied . e s:;,)tild evo.r e:1joy tl.at ex­

ic:. y:::iu o , ' t ·till by better trai:1-

f .>r this 

C : 1.-- :· ::if t:.cir i .-:i_ crfections, ;_ re 

o~ly anclin; for !!'lo tive r:hen long 

of ·:o .. 1an ' s e:-ci::t.::.,ce i 

throui;ri !-:er mi:-,d ·::i:!.'.) .t ) i,' ":-,·1 . .. :~ ,J.. fin : tel::,.·::; TD . 0 t...j ..)r folJo-.·:e::J. out. But \':h.::t 

wc,s my t,-;rti:1g oi.1 t ~ -.:::::..t,:i·,:.--,,,..:,i. n ! .--, .. d r. ·'.)·: II _ it l eJ :ne i :1 to such .::i trc:in 

of th :::iugi: t ac; to :::ake .-- c .):-:-i!-.-- ri.:;or, betwc,::1 ti, e :-.,i71d of ::ir,·1 arid \'1oman? I hncl bet­

ter leave off tcfore di} !_"inc to) d•)''D into D subject t1, obtruce for tI1e to fol low 

O U t. 

71Ot finiE" "red o.ir fir st co .1rse - , 1... ·c :r . .'."1C'..:c r· t'.) ci •G :-:,::-\-, r.--il -riecc..::: l.1 t1·:o or 

t h re e ':' o rt s . Th 0 ,. r i :-1 c i :1- 1 o , j e c t o i m e . ;:-, t , i s t ,.) ,-. ' ;; h 1 t? u s t 0 s i !l c b :>' .'.3 i c; h t , in -

deriendant of c:,n:,. in:-:r·:11e ,t, our rrocress s.101·.ed t i.c e,fi:;::c:· of t .is :node of 

tec:.cling. 

I S'..l po:c-:: :n.1 ·."i~ = :,~v,:, ~, t -:.:- ::..e :.er ser.t t:, t.1iz r:1o nth' s }'<Cket. This 

is the fir ::t ti:r.e I r.-ve ·::rittc1 t:) :·, ·::it!,0ut h · vi n[; o,1e from :,·0u to n.1c·,er -

hnd :rou told :r.e I ·;:o·:ld h· vc dot:c so, en ou .. re h·:: r, I • .. o.ild .wt h::ve creJ-

ited it, bu t letter ·:.riti!'lC ic. !'l"lt .;o·:: c.1 ir\c:;o:n0 a t :-•cl·. to .:c 1:.::; .i.t u_·cd t:1 be. 

T:,c desk .. r.i c :. 'J"l; ~--\·c .,e i~----; rJ\e ~· vcrJ u P.f.11 --if t, man·, .--i 1ine c.r.; letter 

I hr,ve •,';r::.. tten, . .-~.1c· 71ever ·.•:o ;ld h.--1 \·c oer, :!.'.'•t1 I n'"lt h -J it - for?:1erly tne time 

and trouile nr:,..,:lcd t, c :>L'..r:ct t .. P ·r. ·tc.·i·ls ,1ece ,.-or_, f)r :rit.., . . 1: t.J often .1re­

ve1ted, bit no·:, I n-v-- L:t too P'1 '11:, j,., -,_• ·:w ev ..... :i·t._..__:1~ req:islt-:: lies before 

it .. the ;-.~_lff<. cc ti,· t w:.cn I r ,· t..1rn I --;:,all fi.1d 

You '.':il i e r 1. .::i ! • b c , 1 r '.:1 r i s e J ~- t t . c Li I. t l. e or t e d t r:, i. 1 ,1 f t : , l.; 1 e t t er 
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havin6 l e tely rec eiverl s,ich a doleful one, h<'.d I ·:-ri tte.1 a c co rding to the 

general tone of my fe elings it would hr ve be 0~ a dJll o ne indeed, but I feel my 

S"9irits pcrtictulctrly li 0 ,;t t o,1ii;h t a,1rl I :i:r, gl,:;J of it. It vexes .n e ·:1h en I t h ink 

about ha\·ing bo t he r ed yo 1 ·;:ith ol]u;3ion::; to .ny troui:;le.s, o ne c 8n s c rrcel ~, help 

v:riti:ib in :.t!1ison ·;:ith L.·· J.u·wr • Ley i.,r-~ L 1 .Jt t he ti .. ie , .. o·::ever I he v c f ound 

the go ) d oldfcsi1io.1ed duti es of doir.e . ..; tic e.nrl0:,:.,1e,1t :,.i e:,;: c ell e:1t re •1:edy for di­

seases of t h,-:- :r.ind . 

I ho !'e y,u v·i::.J fi :1d t he :-; eels • r) erly 22 ort :: d, I go t a few of the nev:­

est a:1:iuals t o u~e ·, t::e :r.o:-ie::,: . 

self. 
Y,~r~ ve r::,: since~ely 

:-io r .:;n r e t A. Y. :I ercer. 

,ictou ~rrch ~1-t . 1343 . 

.'hen • ri •i.!C t-i :· 1 , I '1 · vc o: t e, t): ,u 6 .t :,o\·1 di ffe.,... e: t micht be 

your circ ums t :i.n c cs c1.: 1 feeline:;s, •::i,e.! t he lett e:r ·:::-.,; received, fro:n rr. ine ·::he:1 

it was \',Titte:i: - ho •:1 ill suite.i vii:;:i t I ,:n 1·1r.i.t.in::, , miLht be,to eve!1ts ·::hich 

mi~ht c rise, even while it ,.,. .. c vo: egint; over t :.e J.. tl o. , tic. Tr.is mu.·t h , ve been 

the cas i: with my letter sen t by :-:r Purv es - .. h l'. l it was written, I h ad .10 t heu rd 

of th e loss which y .)u r fo. ~. il:,· hcd sustc.i.1ed , ri·1d :·Le. I nfte rw~rds sc•;. it in the 

.Scotsme n, I was sorr:,: t 11c t I llr·d ·:1ri tte .1 cz I did, I n':'ed z c 3.rc e l:,.· s::-y th2t, 

that knov:inc ..... e do t :,c h e rds .i :-,s of .-: ;c!l tricls, . e all .. l,),..t since:·cly sym­

pathise wi t h y:,'..l, :--ar t ic t u l :·rl :, ·::itr. y) r f ; t:.e:::- .:::11 mot~.er . 

Your question r es_ e cti :1;:; ::ny rcvi ::it i:1,=- Scotlc.,d , I c .---: .:; c .-1rcel:· nnswer; 

as it i ::, ".'l !'Obable, ho·,·eve:::- , t !r t I sh::ill h_:-,;e to v,;, ..;: t t:.e ,.!1ited Sto. t e s , ec.rl:: 

next sum::ne r, it c c .... ot be v ery .::;oon. It has , o- :,')U k:1ow , be0n a dreEJU of mine 

t :-:z. t our f:,tes mi g:1 t be c onnected , and a l ti, ou,)1 I knew l':e l l t .,o. t it s fulfilr.ient 

•::&. s im "0 rob c1l,le, ani.l t i,a t I had mucli to do befJre it c o l d eve, be _'.'o:--; ihl e , A 1d 

therefore sc arc e l y d o. r e d t o ln e mu c : • .. iti: rcg,,rrl t J it, t.,ere c .::-,1 be no doubt 

th Dt my D.Gain se-"'inc, t:1e mo dern Ath ons, D,: ·,;el l • s :non_· 11ore o f my 

felt its influe.1ce. 

' ur ,o-:; es . ' 

Thosr• h int .- which y:,u so tr ·1 l y call m:.rr:teri0u.::;, ::i r e of course 10t v ery 

intelli c i ole t o m~, I t hink howe ver t i.c:t t I cv.1 .1.·, rtl::, understa .'1 d t he":1 ; :-:1.d s11-ll 

! eel anzi'..)US to l cc. r ,1 in wr.3t w, j' yo - r :.i1 1cert .::i?1tie.s .:ire .solved. l:1 th e rr.c.:1:1ti :n e 

I c an only S<'Y t hc:it J.JU h,,ve .ay mo._.t e .-- rnest . r:<.c:·s t :,; L wr.o.tever y,),1 d .:cide 

u : 011, ma:,· worl: o ·.i t f:,r you no ti1i .11; but c;o >d ., ~. d hr. : i.1es:::; 

Agre.:i' ly to :,·)ur r ·que:- t, I h.1ve de . ., tr0:1cd your letter of :Jece;:-il er L st ; 
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though I think t ha t doini:; so ·,:c,s nl t :)cct i,e r u:-i nc ce ss.:lry , ::-i 1c e y.Ju have no rea son 

to be ashc1rr.ed of the .:;e1ti ··,e.1 t :::; it c on to.i.1ed , ')r of t:,c mr: .! .o r i n r:h ich they \':er e 

expres ~: ed. T: ,is i s ," t l ""-t .--:-.y o ci.1inion, ." .. ..i. nonr o f :;o ; r letters ·.-:~ re, or will 

be, s.1bmitte :i b:i· me t1 the criti.cL:::.:i of: ::. 1j· o:1e el..::e . .'Le mn .ic r o f yo , r o. ,1s wc r, 

and the reason .:: o..:;si_;,1 cJ for i t, •;err:- ·i.:1 tr,1t:! fitted only Lo mo.ke me estee:-:1 you 

still more !":i£hlj' . The oal j t.1i .1b v::.ic :1 I co.i l l ·::ish t"> .3 ·.>- c ::.'.l :16 ed , w: s the 

conclusion et \':hie!: you ho.: ar::-ivcd, a , thi /O't •• :· you :: re n0t yet dis po .::; ed to 

alter. I stron.::;l:: s 1.:;:-ect ti: :• t :,omc 0f -:ny 1 £.te c:- i .:::t le.::: t o j·ou , ," re muc:. more 

worthy of bcin0 t ·. ro ·:::1 i:1to t .c f:i. rc L'..:: ., :,·o ·;r c:1, er ; D. .. d t :1c re I s ·tppose they 

better be put, .:: i..c c li:~e t .. c .-· cri:ices of .ac l ::; :: r .J_h,, t .s , ::-,·, . y h c:,ve f ;:- iled to 

9 miles frorr. ; icto u t ,) , ., ist i.1 f0~., in _; ,- tern · er~-:1 ce so ci c t :· 

all ha :;-::1 i:1es ~ a:1d t :,· t I ·:.e. ' :.,' to r) .o t e ~ t -

I .. ,. 
l.-...l 

:;L ,h i ns you 

l~ind letters, a 1ri t o i .:f)r~, yo, o f our ; vi.l rcc Pi v eJ t .c · rc.scrvcs , also th e 

mocassins r-nd mncc17inPs ·;:!:J C :n:1 :::;o ki.n .1:,- c .t to ~c - '..ut ·:;::-s : reve .1tc d 

partly : y t'.:c de:'re ,,d -t..,tc of my s irits o. .. : p ~rtl~- i:y ~- .': ho· · t .. : t yo,t 

would write :· t _;it .. 10:-i t hs :,cke t. I no·,; tc:1der o ir w.::i.rrnest t : .. 1ks for t:: er:i -

thi:::; i o com~on ~l J ce r~ r : ~e but t-l i c v c it to Le lit nr~l ly si ~ccre . ~he nt r c~ ­

berries .:i. :1 d c 1 c- r •j PS r. ,.,, • r rtict.:L--,rl:,· Jclici:> :::; ... it .. t :1e .no c cis.::;ins I ;u quite 

:'leased, t hn I.1 lj; :;; l:: vc c er::.- i ., l ~: 'i 1 : "d bot:. in_· 1 ,it:; .::.n.1 ·1c::-. tn c:::;,e; in 

their ··:or·.:: . .:- :::;l: i 

io si t:,· ·n:i ~~cl · dditioncl r , ... r.1"::1b:---,11 c e of t c .11. r . 

I prr•s;.i:n" ·1.1 h;v,, rec+'ived t .•~ lett, ·r cr1tc1· 1in,; t he .. ,,·l,):1cn,, ly i :1tl'l-

le-- t I' trou; t t) .,·J rec)l]r-cti n c.1 • .. :.- .. t· t ~:.)u ex-

pres ed " t :., t it mic: t 1 e Lm. • r 
....c1 , re I met I'' i t 

01t t ·, -· t " 1? 11,·· "i•"J .... 
.. 

!,_' I r_;_ 1__; , C 

. . [1,'"' i',") ld ., ., 
·• r r01!£, ) f rovij c:1c c . 

( 
/1 



mouraings. It was inrt c e d a dull Je~ Ye n r for us. You ~ 0ntion ho ~ you s ~ent your 

ti.ie on Christ i.::is day, '.: J Llif f c re n tly ."as ,n:,· ti.Jc, :.._: ,:.1 t .J n t ! a t dE,:,·, f ; r t :--: e 

first ti •. 0 in my life, I ::~- ,., ttired i n t 11e so ·:i b::·e dress 1':ll ici! I no.'.' •::ear. At 

first I ti-. ) i~h t I wo 1ld be c 0:1:; t:-. 1t1_ • . nP-l o 1c .o l y :-, lo .1 c • s I ·::ore it, but I fin 

it like all ot :1e~· ti ,.:.•1:~ - :::u · e habitu :. t cJ t o ::.t., y o , feel c:pitc u:1.concerned .•.. 

I ob :; erve ·Jo; ., till C) ntinie t:> co :1tril ut -=· t ) t :, e ·rov:i.-3c o tiaa, i:-:; y)ur 

spare ti:ne devoted t ) t .0 .1. r:c .:i. _;i. .1~· o f :a:) .. e l o :1 _; •.!t' : .:,rL ? bel i. 0ve :nc to be int­

ersted. 

- •• F' 

we ~re n)w, y1u ~)· 11 

ally cer,:: ed, . heth er fr ) ::i .. t J f ') l ·J t ) c' ,r tt e.· ·.:::.t h I ca.1 .1,)t tell, but I 

rat: er- think it i s r r e, :i -_._· ;; . t i , tie ., ,, re 1Y.: of c i:1ore res !'on-

s everal severe lillio".ls .... tt· c :-:s t :~j s -.: int e r, s, t ' • t I ~ ,, h Listl,)d fro ::; O .i .::l occ-

has bee:1 a ,1et of di~fic::!.tie ,, -, .. c·vi.:1 • it e ,f e:r ) .:1d :.,c , a .1J t .. c r:: o rc c·r.10::;tly 

I strug.;le to ~e fr e --1 f r.):i it, t :-ic ::Dre de ,.., l:· a ·1 i c .1ta:1 ;;J ,d i.1 its :neshes. 

This is o m:: s t,•-i )· 1s ·::7·: of ·;:r i. t i .1 :; , b it in, "c. •n)at h , ifs .::. r,.., d, I : h -:- 11 

nece sary. 

Thl:, i.::: ',: J re 13J n f) r ,'"' s~ · i :1; if yo . .1 -:, _; '"' i n inte .id C)n in _; to 3c , tl 1d ? in 

one ::::e:1ce I woulrl_ b"' gla ~ t::, n0 y,u but in :- n)th -: r, I c )n :; ider it \':0:1lj be pro­

ductive of ~uch mi3cry to ~e. It i a f~r fr:, ~ ~; i:1tentio:1 to dictate to a ny of 

your arra 1ge:1entc - yo ,1 ·,:il l •"Ver receive o. :. 0 --,rt v:elc::,::ie here - I merely 

tho'.l 6 ht D. h int, or r a t :--.0r a .:is '.. , t h · t s it '.rted c1.::; I a· ., ;- t ri::-0cc,1t 1 v:oc!ld 

I -.:lent kn'.)·;· i-. o·:: t -) finis :~ t 1 i -:; .::;e nte .1 c c .... H:-i ! 1 •· ::j ,Jy ") d t · . ) ;· ::-ivilci...;e of beinG 

f icto 1 :-l n ~: l ~t i1. 134: . 

Denr :-!or ,_;-:i ret, 

I rec 0ived y ,1 r l e tt e r, · 1 l ,-ls) t 1.c p. reel o f 3 (' ed ~ , ·: . .-,i.ch .:-· rrived 

in .::;o , d time and in g::, ; • ')rder, I t::: .lk :,o ., f -) r l-iJt ;1 , nn • inde oJ. 0...:1 d ic- _• osed to 

to feel pc:.rtict 1l.1rl:,· t !'l· .1.: f:il •:::. c ., I co .1...; j_d c r t . -- t ye, 1 ~• r •-:? i ,v o :ved i.:, ,11 the 

horrorc of II clennin _~ u II 

I t 0•) ho.ve of l; te t c,'"' :1 ~u y. l !1 \':int e r I ::: d : l .1t:; );:' .:;?.:- re ti·:i c for 
readi :1g, ·::rltj_n _; :, 1d ot11cr ::;ci 8:1 tific ~ .• ,-::; em 0 nts; hut of L .i te I h nv h:-i ,: no ti :ie 
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for o.n~·tr:ins of t r: e itind. In r c l ~tinc t !i e :ne .. i;)ra· l r. e v e. it::; of my c :.· re •J r sir1ce 

last letter, I ~-l t ;1 t f -:>r __:P. t t •.e ::10 t s ·1i·. r i. ···: .. l~· - I i:,:.V i :1 t: . · t ti .c be n at 

one eve :1inf; : · rt .. , t:10 1,·e1· :,· fir ·t I 1 cl ~•~v c • • .1c,::- 1 r P t 11r:1c ,. f:- J :1 Bri t<'L'l ! I 

went b c co 1se I ·::c. ::; ::, ;'.: cJ i:1 , ~,· 1:1,· !' •;;'. i e r. ! c) ,1 ~ , ) t r •~ fu :e , e:1'1. t-he b c- d ef : ec1 

~a !' cd i n ~y b nin : ohli _e d to decline oth1 

invit0tio:1::,. i: oweve r , I ::i;i .s t : t T' r e- .t, ,:..:. t ,e r ._,l~ .1Ll) .1 ;,y cood friends ;:;eology 

and t!1e other 1 •) l ,, l ,;s I o r b e c o nt c.1t ·:.-~ tL , v e r : s : 11 :!'ortlon of social __:; rat· 

ificc?.tio!'l. 

l 
• . . : ' ) ·:: .: ~ t ,. 'l i:-~~ C :: •) -~. :·c ' 1 :: ,:; - \ . C ~re i1 tl.ln ( exce:, t -· , -

f ) .• 3 iX i:10 :1 t s ;~ .10·.·: .J .. t L.l ~ e c i; t e it. ) ur :'retty little 

national e cle:i, t :,e n:---~;fl o .. -~~- .. : ; b e :1 }.· t. :::. 11 :: l "- Y ,-.::- un u.2. 1t this sc .:-, son; 

and I h~ve be ~:1 e v e !· l t i .. <..' .i ·1 t :.c b•1rnt l • !' :-c:1s , c" . . 1-· .:i t' i e :· ·,L c e ::; \":h e re they 

grow, gc.t i, eri :_; t ' . e .. . . :.:i .. I 

l:1c :> i t fr) .. 1:1J c 1· t heir 

e u_; e, o f r · c, t ; , ,~ i r d e 1 i c o. t e r e rfu ri c, 

m 1.1 s t be c o :: t e n t ·:. ~ t l: • c :1 l 1 ::; • 1 :'.. t t l l.' d r i 

) f t : . e d • t i e s o f v;o ·:1 e :1 • Yo u 

a:1d civili s e ni.1d- t :.· t : : v ,, T ) .1 •. : l d , b o c · 1 . ,-. t : c .:-: , t ic~ )f ):::1•~ .!.· s ·1: e rc c ::: re­

lessly or i b:10ra·1tl:.· • P'!:'f ) r c d; · r e !) t l': :· ~ici ~ , .a '; :;;: l ')ye J in co b : lin ,; s :.o ttered 

and legi s l-to rs 1.l .• :: , b u :.; :,· in r cs tr: i :1 i nc ,.., :1d ··1 1:1i ·:1i .. • crir.1in ~:ls, • .. :.o ar<! so 

from w ... . 1t i .1 t r 2. i :-, j .":_: i n c : ~:'..d ::o ,a. . 'i'h e !' .:> fe .· ;i )11 ) f oc i., .~ ::. ;;o _;, d ::iotllcr or sis-

ter or fem a l e r el ·tive >f ,.. •• l • 

• ' ~ 
·.::: olc of thc::i 

ho ::; t of rrofc :, i o ncl me n. I ;~no·: · :.)> •\· •:rt::· t ~· ,;1 .. , ... : · 1 : l ·· t : j_•1!~ i :1 _.: o f t . c m) re 

in-:;i,; .1 ificn n t occu ··t i o:1 • 1 f 1 di e::; ; :;,:- t .. : o r · -..: c. c :1d s ,11 trj fl 0.· o f t :1 , ,t ;,in.: , 

the litlle de s k, i.1 )t r :--:,o::- . lo )'.-;i n o·.,t o n · l .::; t :,· ::;~ r e, ... t of little i'::ctou 

\"~. th bo )k s a 1 : ~ - ers a l l r 0 ,.Hl 0 i. 1 : t ::-:c - l :.~,: c ve .1 i. :1c 1 i':rot c f-) r t :. rc f' or f.)Jr 

ho ·J rs - an 'i t·1:o evc 1 i 1c~ ~ ) ~ ;.1 :.,1 ·,10.~- f ) r ::i 1 :.o 1r , 1 i t o' . r, lit l lc slctch - ll :1 

I t ( , -. k • t l -- rt_,. ,~; t . e ·i .: m- .vflo·::c :· s So. turd o:: cv n . .i.:1 l · -:; t •;;e~1t :: ·::ci:,· (' o c . ) C \':l u -
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an ~ returned by moonli Jh t, h ad a n int e re s tinc c o nv e r ~R tio n ~i th ri clever young 

lady on the q ue s tion ~.e t ha r 01y young l nrt ic s o re as p r et t y o s ~ay flowers? I 

said not. Al::.. t i1c r c~ t of ti.c t i ·::e , f o r l .::i.s t t ,rn vi eck , s : r;n t i.1 u ;1pc, ,:king 

books, s end i nc n~cy p-:r c els , 2n' ~ollin~ se d~ , ~i th a l ittle gard e n i ng, Here is 

a medle:: for yo u, I \';i--;• _:Ju ·::1 .l d so:ne t i;ne.:; .:;e.1d .·o::1ct:,::..1i; of t i1 e so.me s ort, 

tellinG w:: et h er yo1 '.':al k , or d.--,·· .o w, i'::~ere t . e i a:1,) . t; , d .s , wha t son6 s y o u 

sing, a 1d v;',o c .J~1e • t o hc.:1r t he:~ -:· '.i'i1i- i s c r r t:-ii .l y n .. od letter, t~,t may 

serve a s v , ri e t y - an:3. no·:: 'J:: d•.:>,'l r es t : ri e.1 d, 1 s;,cl c o.1c L1 d e ~s u :::;..i. al with 

vd.shi .1~ : ·o 1 , i:-ro:n my h r:-rt , -:11 : i~os -~- ·i t :,,· ;; Hl h,, i:1e-

J. ·,: .D~ wso n. 

Th e refore .3 t i l .. 

I h .'.lv c ::.'. :-i.1cc' ;_•ril :)J·1· 0.1 in ::i u 1 1 

a nexcursi1 n · ) il •' f 'or. ::omc , ·:·>i c :, occ i,·d ,. ,) , t n v,cc:: . I c,.3 ce 11de u one of 

O.l r rive s .,0'l rl : t 1 it .3 .-:-')t1r c e , .:1.1 · t :·.~ve l le o v er· r ·J._c ,1 f :1 _;_1 -:_;;; , not b a re 

ru c 6 e d o .e::; li~:c ,;'10-t o f t !:ose i:1 .3 c otl.: .. cl , b·: t V:.Jodcu t J t :. c i r v er)' su::1mit s ; 

r ccoI1 l Pl m~ n l on, t tcir bank s , 

wi nd i:16 t :iro 1 .. :). ev e r:: \, 1 Je:/ . I :::.,v; t ·.o .c,u ti L 1l ·:·;tc~ f oll .s , ond c\ v .::, riety of 

\
0:ild fJ 'J·::er :; ·;•i.t c r. I ,li '. , t bef1re k .,o\'; , It i .. '. 1:H.' o ft ~' ,::; r c•,:; te .3 t ple ( s ~res 

t he: t I k :1J-.·: t o go :: ·.::.~- fo r :: ·;:o-::1:: , r .:: .: li c. , 1 1, r .i.v c • .,. - .. i' t:1 r ,,11_;h .,, ·o ocis , in 

in · e .--, rc i. of :~ c e.,er:,,· o r -...1 r d3 v1· P) lo .__ic:.-- 1 i n f e r ... • t i "'n . I .c:l.::,11 .10 t :) r obcbl :; 

.u t ue -:it t c.ded t o ic, i ci· ; 

h:-- v ., i n .~ c ot.1 :-, ,d , I ·.:i:~. t· t I c , 1ld Lr·i.,C.: . c:orc yo., i t.- .:i. · . • 1· , .,c e, it s 

_rv,or l e .--.. -~ t ,,i r r - .. . c,- , c1:: . lo:,· .. c ts ~ . ...: .::i u.:e .. 0 .t · , . , t :, t :,ou c0 1L :i r 8: d 

of t r0:n .--s ,: o l J .- ::.'. • . .r .. 11 '· .., • • -c-:. ••ri ,t-~ . Cl; ; t·1t tl-,:i.:- ·.n iJ d be c, h' c le ::;:~ 

' ... . • b._ ·o i.,· it C:"' 1'd m·k, ... Y)'l ;l'cl t: c t , .::;K 
1 

:1) 1, : . l :1 _ ;J. '-
c ln t c~c ·t i~ i t t hc t I 



do in your l 1eoutiful c::. ty, reco.lJj_n u:- bcfvl'·' ,e ·,) .. 1t· 

32. 
leae~ it thoucht or 

imai:;e ·;;hen I hear :, rY o f its r~, iJ • .::, r :1:, •'s . A,1d :,;ot .;0vc .3c.)t i c i s a be::..i tiful 

co ,ntry, as hi Gh ly frivou r ed b y ncturc J.::: . .Sc ,) tl:-, nd. I ::;h-11 ~iv e you <., sketch ,, f 

my last j.:11 :1t f o r a s i-• ci:~c.1 Jf it - You ::1.::-:., imcL i.1e me fir,, t ridini_; in a "fly" 

thirty rail e..3 in a sho ·,-- er:· d.::-:,;, a::; f • r c:::, t i1 e v ll.1 ace o f Ta tmacoacl: e ( if :,·ou 

can I t r ronou :1cc t .:e nx.; e 110 r.i at ter ) t hen :- c.Hii.,g c:..i eve.1i.1c t :ie .ce callin i:.. u on 

sorne friends - .;ext mor.:l.1c; ·.c,;.'.<j nc; in c c ·, n s t o ,t s .ower c·ho t ten :niles, o.lon[; 

a river run .:in:_; t l: r o u .:.:;i1 woods , o:1d :- ere .. tli.1~ ol o:1 0 s te •~, b2CL1-{ · , \'/:·d in.; Si!ctl .... ow 

:place s - or rlun,- in : tlirou _;h t:1ick0t,3 ,.._.i ti. l:;- "": e:t cinci h .-:-1r:nc r; a .d nn unfortur~a te 

doctor \':ho accor:1:>.-::ni.--.1 rr,e , ·;;iti: ; ·: u:-::l,rcll .::- - ci ::.. .:i 1 ,·t o f c1. r~ hou::· e i:1 the hill. 

on tea, pork ?nd -:,c1ncrkes - ,::d r ctu r.1 L1 • in ::.c- cve.,j_,JG t o Tc1. tr.:acoa c !: e, tire · 

wet a,1d dir:y , .::-f t c:--: :vi. • :.~:- ed t ;1rou ;ii :::nci .::- d :ni r ed ,'.1. S f , r as rain wo uld 1· err.1: 

mucl: be ,:,·1 tif:l ::occ .er~.-. S •':~.i.1 n c:{t d ,: trr·\ ·,1.1. in ., ,] lo.1 '-' t :1 c :::horc, vi .::: iting 

friends, o.,.~ i :1 eve:1i 1 ...: r idi • 

travellin !:'; c- mile or t·::, t i:r,"C. t ! e •;:oods t o vi .::;i \.. .::i. \'I:. Le:'fall, t1 :e ,1 ri J. in ,_; in 

an ol d tumble-io 1·;11 fl y , ,.·_ t . c t ied u:1·.ie r it, ov~r - r oD d of rocl-;:..;; .:-"< .1d 

:pudjles altcr:1atel:·, sto Yi•._ 0cr.· ' i1.10l l y to ,-:-· :.::-,: ine so:.1cti1 i 1_; curi.Ju .s , or to 

gla:1ce a t the e..,:te .:sive v ie·: s ;r).n t i. e hil -:. t-o s - 2 ·"·' i • t h.e evc.1in.::; dc3cending 

into t :-i e lo ·1 .-:-,iri of Tr t-ro, ,. •·j_.J., c x _e n.,c of b c.:i , tif 11 f : r .. .s :-:id \'illc _es. ifoxt 

day trevellint; cl:).1 6 t .-.. -::: ore tc .1 or twelve r..i l e.::; ,r 1:. t ur.1in::; t o Truro, o.tt ending 

a te.:i reran ce rr.eAtinc, cal l inc on .::- number of frie:1d : , c.nd next d .::::,- returni 115 in 

a _mail coc:.ch, on .:i bc .:iut if ;l r .Jo · , ;.:.t t .. e r.::,tc of 1 0 or l ? r.iile,:- r·n hour to 

~- ictou. This ma:y se rv e as ..... s cci:.1en of a ceoJocical c:: c ..1 rsio :1 , anl of ti,e u ps 

and do ·;;n.3 of tr r, v el 1 ing in our c o : a try. 

I have be -"':1 th i n; : i:1:: ·::t • 1e ·.--ri t l.1'"' nor: , of t h e te:1or of my life si.1ce 

returnj_n.; from Bri t.:iin, no\': .::, l :r. o::-t e:rnctl2· t·::o j·e~ :-s : -'.) , I t ;:5.. nk th :.. t si11ce 

that ti ·ne I h r, v e c lwn::;e d ::JUct , I in; c for t :.e better, ti. 0uc:h .-till l hcve :nc ny 

lost o ::•: ortunitie .::; t o re · ret. You to 1 , I s·t !)O.:::c , 1...,a .1:2 .1~· 0 f .. 1j· ot ;1e r friends 

have learned, c-,jo~,-cd , .::; 1 ff c rcd c.n • cha.1 Gc,.i :nuc :, i:1 ti1: t ti r.c ; ho·: :r,:... ch I c,~n:-iot 

I ho- e th-, t I '11,•:· so?n r L' Cciv e :- lett ,.) r fro .. 1 : - ..,u , f 1 1 of co.Jd neris ,:ud 

int c re .::: ti n , , ns ·:y1 r lett c,rs .-:-1\':a ::.::: ·re. 

Yo trs - 0ction . .., t,...ly 
J. ·,,,. Jc r:so n . 

'h i s i- n) · t:. t1'1 ir let'>"' !' I 1,-'., c 1 .. r'1ccd r:ri 'i 1 t, :," J ~i:1 c 2 
rece:iv j ,c; y-,-:r~ ;-t 0 d :-• t~1 of '.-'.,:,y, vor· .)t;_c; circ,1,.:~t,:, ices rcv..::.1t0~ .:ic from cc: -

c co:-id 
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dated th 29th of t ::0 rr,o .th - to r.e.::ir from yott i :; l e:•::;i n.:; to ::;e o.t nll times, 

but severe illness c1 . L· low; co :.finenent ~.1c de the them pe c uliarly so ; to heo.r you 

en j oyed !)OO ,:l healt:1 <"'!!'' t:.·~ ·::· :1'., :if it :1.s .::. t.::,..1_.1 t ,:1 c to r rize it ve ry hi;.,:h ly) 

was truly gr.::, tif;,; in ._; . . :c,v..i..1 , rn i.,Je s...i c ;: . , l c, r :1in,_., a .10uncc.::ent I ::,!:.:-- 11 :' roceed 

.~ l ~ mothe r w~s a tte~ding 

Marion, I CeUGht cold a:1d neclectcC.: it, :_;o :i.; o ,ti n olJ ::;o rt s of r:1;D.the r, wl1en 

mother ret u rn ed on t · e fir :: t 0 f iln:·, I ,:,.::s .so ill t: . t I h ,1 t.) c;o to bed, fin .... -

in.; !":ly3el f _;et tin :_; '>'!or.-c , J.,r ·J c tor ·:.·:: -:c:- t f0r, ·:::., o .. ·;;oe inc :r. e so i d I h2C: 

infla:notion of my l ·.,:i_ , , he c o:-,..:.·i: ):'cJ it :-lt:C:-)s_·.:--,r:,· t i c c.J l .:-,.1ot;1e r pi.ysician -

th ey gave '.TIC 4 ~in l of Jr.: ;;::; t, t.:t:{e O t i:nc::; e.:,ci: d .:- :;, , I ~ s s v er~ l time s 

bled - 8 times bl i : tert~d b ·· id u .:i' .. :,· ot:1cr I:inf 1 ::.: .l.ic-tions, wh·t v:i t h 

leeches li nia::,ents etc . my left . idc frY:. t .. •.:! c 0 l r c..,, .1c t .) t. ,e ::ais t lo Jk as if 

I had sto::iJ. n:: t ar ·•1~ tJ • co 'c i:: of ,:rc::c r s . I •::c.- c::i.1fi ,e, l to • ed c l J 1-foy c. : d 

to the hou se til J - t • •; c.l '.) c t ) r ·:. Cl •. !:. e , i ::-. e t . c . : to -o tJ the coun-

try . . . . . . a ft e r __ et t i 1 ~ t t ,~ c 

--:r.y f p t er c c e t ) t o. ·e c .o ... c , , •• m~. :.10L.,· r -~.c. called ~) :: r s Dev:ar ' s bedside -

:,n en my doctor S,· ·,: :ne, he , .. __,v _ , 01'uerc i .. :c ) ff tJ t .. c C::> l 1tr:,-, out in anot:1c r di­

rection , ti1is t i. ... c t o , .11, :"' ~·i • ·e - • s m::it .. cr ·,·r ~ st ·_11 1 1c: l e to lc .:--.ve her 

t.unt , I we'1t off wlt; J0:: ic, l~ .:-vi. :.., f c t !.er t o b .:- c ::cl,:::-L, .. .:i:1 i c> sc rv.:ut to 

l)nb a .: t r.G '::ea t .e r ··. ill :-•"' r .i t . . . f· ~:,cc h ,: C:>.:i v~ t , t .:1'.;c .,et ,) Lo .. dO:l f.Jr 

ti:c wi:,ter , ;_;._'. t :,e cli -:. o.te is -:iild c r t .. er e . 1 .1 c e :::.Jr • ~t ., i.1 :;1::..11 .::;tree t I 

will give yo: D. .::i':et ch '.)f ho· .. I s e :id ·,: )' t:;. .:c , c. t C i.: t .:-' mor .1inc I __;e t o. dri.ilc 

of \':o.r-:i !T. il:-. i :i 1::ed - n ri ~e o. t 7,brc;k f .'.1-t , ·::: i c .. _:;<:.c r- 1 ~ : · c :-i:-i- ist .:::; :::i f fruit,or 

barley ::1 eal ":'.'O :o r :·idce or :::::i :,' ot:,':)r t ·. i.1,::; 1 f ~ c .) 'li·1_:; nD.turc, c -:; ::i;1 l~,. ti.1c 

anythin 0 hec::.ti n;; or saL.-1 I L, ::1 cdi.:-tel:,· b ,, c o.:ie f ovori.:;. . ·1 ri:1 t' .e lnst fo · r 

do.ys I have resu·.1ed m:; h , u- rhoLl dutie ~ ·;::,.;. c :. occ :1_:- ic :: ·--:c t .ll :.· 0 1 cl 1c!c, I 

:r0 ..., f ::ir t h e dny , 

ud ; ' ...... . . .... , __;) t .) 1:: c.J ':1 t.,.J .'.l ft c r-

.::; uc i, ~re ;- t c c re 

ott.3ck ·:::.icL c 1 .l: lc·d t ,, C ):i- , 

t;.Pre I h: v 8 n ::>t c. .:;i .. . ;lr c 0:1:::-,c1.1.i::in :; c: rc0 .:- . C,':~I ~ -~ ,t·· --~ 0 t t I c :-. r ,, f ,r . 

· :✓- mind f'.)r s o cti .. 1·· ·;: ·., :::;) h:rc.· 1;d t .·t I C-)111 nJt ~c ttle to r L'· d ·, r ·:;o r:: -



3f. 

Jea r ;-i::-r~a r et , 

The intelli e~c0 c on t oi .. c~ i~ your l ~s t let t~ r -~ □ trul y s t art ­

ling - ho\'/ str.: 1 c :· • t :· )U , m~: de-rest f r i':'.1d , -s ) 1 lC: h- v c :.e e :i 30 ill, a;-id I 

.10 t :{nor:i :1:::; or ti.i.1: i.1,~ o f it - o f -r: ·::cy ~..; 10 t t ·, h -ve ev en 2,1 o::,ortunity 

flow on in _,e r .feet s:.:o·t·.1• -

monotonou3 J·rn'ol 0 . I:1 hcc-·1 t·· .1 1· v i.c 

c u s to r.~ c- ry r- ,,. ,,. i 1 ; it:: , ' : , • ·., • • , t i ,.., r t . 

i n ·.:-. i • countr:: , I .. ': 

,C ; ..... .Ls io :i 

... ,- 7 7 

... -- ·- ' 
.. t, l, 

l" :,·,·r - It i . "0 l e;_:s· it ;_ owever, 

t: . .J.,,_;11 rn:,- life do e.3 no t 

:: - • i J t ,) t·mbl c o.lonc in a r,rett 

i.: bu i.1c •r -c,·v i ' ma1;, on, •;; i th 
' 

t t )0 
-. .cl 7 I ,lOt r-re-·r, .- le 

' 
~·n 

-.·.her •• 0:cr I h V P ;;iet r:i t r. 

to c :cl t o 

trctc . of c o~dour. In 

emcnt of our c o~l f o:: .• t ~,~ t e ii_·t::·i."t ·,t.1. ) ,1 )f ou l lcr de ·o.3.i. L : . 0:1 ·,;h ich 

1 n.J.138 !CO I f .)c 

.1 t ,::i!1 r.n r c serious 

vic·::s of life , of t. ,.., v nL,•) ) " ti -.e , t:.e r e::: )n.- ii ility c ::i•rnf' ct eci ·,·:ith it s em -

t .., ~ t 'j ) ' ,.., . 2. 0 :: .i. :1 • • S .. .I C h .) :' i '.., 0 

been l et ti 1c_: 
11 t .i.-~cs bc .. u .0in :· fi 1,_;crs 

)r bP CO11in := :nn ~,.., 

t:.e ~, .o...; ·:. ,i c 1: hcul d be 

of it, to _-::) l•1r.~ : ·s 

b 0 t ·::ee, u :: , I C" .not cro l t . J . 1 ·... .. ~ . .1 • :: cc .. r ; l , t • ) 1 :. 

V) 

I «.T, ) .i.1 1 )., et L 
.. 
I., • ~ I ' tc[· u t :,- .) f 

t ) •' ::i. l • (' in L 

rec) i .. 
\.1.· . 

' 
l· ~ .L ,!, vc 

J 



as colm ns c 33. 
mirror, en -· fin , lly ·,a,::;::.: in ;_; tl ro~1 )1 ~ \-.·oo.lcd co J11try ns f c:. r e .. t i,e villac e of 

Antigonish, v:h ich is 2i tu.:.tcd in c :i.oe 1 :vel v.:illey nt t.1e ju 1ction of sev eral 

s mall rivers .... I h:-·1 ~ very lca.::~nt e):cur:::;i'.)n aJ.0:1 0 t .o .:::.,.)re , e:-:· :r:i.1int; tli e 

rocks, whicl: i:r o:1e :lDce co:1'1i~ ted of cliffs of \'/ilite 2.1d red cy;·su,n , under­

:r.inP.d and cut in t o f D 1 tostic ::;}.L es L:, t he ·,:.~vc . I n rctur.ii .1,.:; to l ie tou, I Je-

t ermined to trc v el _·-rt ·::ay on foot, so .... ith h- er i:1 h.::::.nu , and b as'.c.et on .:;ho"Jl­

der, I co·nmenced m:,· joarncy by ·::ol:d .1i:; five miles c lo n,~ t .ie bed of .. ri .)-. t•s river 

which in so:-::e ::::. rt s w· s C.).:fL!ed by r o e;: ~: b n;-1),:; ·::ith !10 r c a.1d t r, ere .o tc he s of 

shrul: ::: anJ flo ·,.-erin_ •,l2:1ts ; .)ne of t :1e mo t be utif"Jl o f ;·1)·.icl: \·:c::, t .. e 3olomons 

Seal, a rel a tive of t he Lil~· of ti1c V.::llc:,· t :.o.· h -.) f .. ,~ c ii L . r 0 er size. On leaving 

the river I \':&lkc d t .. -<:.vc .L'. .. ,•. fc"."t' ,., rt ), ·1- c e c cJ.lleJ. Aris .::: i g wi1el'e I ~~oss ed J 
the nich t. I:1 t r.c m,r 1ing I --:, .... t ,f f ,-:,7 ') 1c: t · c s ,re , on :,i eh I ·,;0- l!<ed, odmiring 

a:-,d exa.:i::ing t :.e r ,cky cli.'fs, tilJ ne.:-"." n00;, , :i·e .. I returned to t l.e hiL;h\'/ay 

and \':citei for t ·,c c omi'1_:- :)f • f!'i f':1d v: , ", t , t ::'·.e ·.;e in :.is c i G to Nev, Gla ::; ­

go\'I , from '.'.l1ici: .:i. so rt jo ,rr.":: b:· :::-...,iL••r:• n :!d -t··amb1:·t to --- l; m·:: ho::e . . :ot ·.:ith­

u r0 yo~ th~t t h e 3 ce !c ry of 

t;;is - nrt of our :rovi nce .i_,:1t , _· f .,::.:, .::te.'i 1.:, ;:.::,1 c· vol~ .. e, : it:. nu.:ierous 

illJstrati .)ns . 

ually affectL1g i .1 :~y c :.· r,ctr>r 1 0.1e of t::e~ ju··t .,'.)·:· occurs to me , .,'hen I we.it 

to Britain I i1c·d a • l .. ec. -- of ·iffil.e.1cc - • ..... t )f ..;cl;-c .) fiie·1ce. This be-

ga.1 to be rub r,ed o ff i.1 ~...lin. r ,1 it h ; 0 ue ' .. l e· v_;_,~ .r.e CVCl' .3i.1ce , so t h.::. t now 

I a., be c; i :rnin-_; t 1 f e::r F . .:-t I :::;:i.-1 1 .ot eve e.n _:1 mo..i es t y l eft , lut s:1.::ll be­

come so sclf-C:):-tfidcnt t:1· t :·::o, l e r:i l t :: i.1k ::ie ~.:::-ro _;an .t . I mu :: t ende.:iv0ur 

ho·:. ever to ::-:to~ ::,!:.) rt - t t .'.' t oi.1t which Acl "ison ~x:' re -si \·ely call s C-t II modest 

as s urance ". 

:h en I s..:..t d'.) :.,1 t, :ri'.:e t1 :·"a , I ::.L:::y >. h~'.·e:. v "'.:- t nu::1be :::- of t hi1,~.:, to 

sa·J, but when I ::i tt e .. t t 1 red .. c, th-'~. to ·,ri t tc 1 •::ord:c;, o ., .. , . .'.' lf of t ::c .. 1 ev-

if ·::ritte .1 , ::ie r .. a:::; ,:.• eor lit t l e • otter thr ' n·rn c:e 1se . Y,:-t t: .. , 

ghts, \'::-.ic:--. ::e c -:1 ;:, c ;-,rc cly fix :)r 1·r:dlcc t.) f.)r::, c .·e ome oft;. 1 ..;e . i.ic> .103t 

str'Jni;ly i:-if l 1c 1C ·· ·,- ; ;-•1·i .. _..c. t •·Y cc,. Le cx, 1·c ,:-,... d .':1r~ ::1 ··· ti "-~.:; t ' ::io::,t be-

of ·ny ~-:--e ·cn t ei~loy.ne.1 t s , i.1te 1tion:: ::i.1d ro ·- .. ccts , ··.11 ns c 0r ta i.1 '.':1:c:t j'1U t lt.)_; -

5ht of th c:n - 1::ut even i: i c:>ulJ ::1,::c t .. c.:1 i,tc-:-- • .. ti., , it ·:1..11; 1..,~ extre1::ely 

diffic ult to :: t ntc t .r: .:1cc.; ... ,:clj·. I . :3 t thc.·cf ,r,~ f'.Jr t .c _,, .3e.1t c o.:clu-1e 

vi it :n 1 _c .tly , .:u; t :·ct it s 



t~dinbur :::;: . . love c cr l .s t. 1843. 

My dea r frL"!nd 
c 1 t :11 e I l<.:. .10 w a ) t 

ho w t ) t :_, -:· · Y ' U , t-:c--u .-~ I : c ,1 I .::t. undeserv · ng of ::,r our l. indness - :,·ou c :-. 1 1 

.. 7 -,, 1- ... ~ . .... ..... \., .., •.._ .. 

b es t I h~v e recei v ed ~r , 

. I :::;h .:i l n ·) t ::;00:1 f o r _;et 

l e- -;·.i re . . ·'o r t h e oo ok.3 

1 .., .::c d ·:1i t n t he i r Americ G..1 bool~ , 

1 --; : 1 t ' . e 1.:: :::; t t c r .. 1 , c:t s " c c rt a i n 

yo u - I k . l Q .... ·: ::o ·:) l ' 7. ,""\ - .t l :,·.) _; .:h l 
... 

C 
' " 

ot er -.•:i :::;e I si::-1::!. C ,'J:: ::- : .. ) ,. ,·, :- i c, ; 

I ~,..,e ' C ,] i v e :nur l •· i "J ..... t' r1Q U .; .. C: 

l ed;e t o y ou r n: r ~­

o 1n t 3f my~elf , it 

r t, • s h 0 n L~ d t ::> c i v e 0 . . 1 a ce-

d a ily 

I ho.vc 

' '• fl . C t.i. "' .. , L , t C ) . l t ._ l . 

tl ,, d i 

con~ equ n.r. t )~ t 0 di . 

i.f 

di e • .,., 

ev e.1i fr) . :: .:.~. ,I, ... l , ._· .n 1 r- i c 

.- r j my 1 i f c ::- 1 

be -:: n ver~: il2. , .n i ,· c l .... ... J. 
' . \. \., 

) n 

· •"! Cl' )~ l ,_: t , c ,, tl· ., t i c , 
; :1 "' t •·pr:,· i ,,:l ti.1_ , _1,, -; r-r ~ 

• 1 se t-

,_. • .:.t·· :.1 l <-1s c t :. l ,·dne s ::> f :::i n ,l 

t ~i· -~ t 1t t e .:: -

1 , I :, ) C t) 

, 
.J.. 

i. 

r' t1r.1 

,~ .1 t 

cd ... 
) -

" .J 

'. ] ~c . 

') f t l. e 

) , C o f 

-- ' 
.,.. '· ~ 
" • c; 

I :1::-- vc 
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in winter there's ,11 _-,-:·j'1_:; b ,tt I m.i_::i1t h ,- vc <'C,::fJ t ~, 't ··• J l C' :i. 1·1it·tiJ t • 1 l _~: :::..d 

t) t· C 

J istc.,L:_ t • - • . l t If ·,el 1 

your i·!r J,:H:s":>n " •..• 

feel fD t icued I ::ill 

do :1e bcsifos .:itte .:di..: t 1 ::-:: · 

sn-:; t:·.c,t t:.e·.- r cve.1ted ,.! (' f ~ -r-
- ..,1 ,. 

.~J. l '' ·· -. t ··.e do:,r; t l,e 'Jlcl ro ,;i.d 

I r ·.1 11-.·: r1.0 ted ) • .-.d 2 I ictou 

, ~. ,, ::. ~ f d):- •'.):1 tl·.:c .:: •. , 11'"- -~ t c 1 o.-·t holf nour 

i " .. :::. t lJ \: , r I vn ,l .' r :- ':);er te exc,r;c:l. fr,)m 

weil " . ·.,, ·: · j·.: " 1 1 11 n1 t r ,:-,cl f • • 1:: :n-:1re, 0:11:: 

0 l'.L,"') 
- \, - l t: .l. ~:i:1 c ,)f :,,· , :1' 

I meo.n 

~:o _ _ in ~ t oday a~d 

ri___:n,~role 

.·c er. 

recol!ect hP~ to be 

12:-' -.a my letter:; , ::i C}: i-, ~r:~r rJ C L.' ) J:18 • C, le - ·· ·it.::; ,oc -- ,-:- ied ·.-:· th noti-1L1 

exce :' t a··ol:>:i" - fo:· not ll vi:1 :.; c o c b.---fore, or; oJ-:i c.: ic.:; f,:· co:!'li~1_; et .::. l J . 

co ... ~;:c .,c cd , i.::; 

a : le·:: Yecr - It ,10 · . . ld be ... te . teco :.:e :no .t t o to -.; ,~ , b-Jc .:- ., c t, :_ • ctst ,.ii<-:1t lwve 

b 0e;1 better s ent, .?-nd t ::e c0~i:1 J inv0~ve:, ,:i~1 c L re ·: o r1::- :i.uili t :- , a .. , :::o_ .-. -11Lccr­

tai ;1tJ . ·,e have at lc ~::; t c .· :· e to re_jo~ce .-.1d en h .: .l:;" ·l t1 , , f1r t c co .,d en-

.. ~, ·: fil ~ · l 

t : ,·, _,., if I c0 ,ld :--- ec::k i:i 

er, I l · rc 
of • .. ri ti , ,=; 

' 
l 1•:oulr: 

. . ~ . . k:1 ,,\' ' i1 re­

.~ Jittle 



·::ritten f or1ri ..... I r:i.·:• ,ny 'Jc c o. :1 diviJed fri e.1J 1 . . cl ev e r r1 c· d ·::) ld L c.J v e r 

ii s '.: : .. t 1 • ,-: ) .10 tl ,:1 8 1w 

c ) . 1 i. e.· ·: ·.i. t :. , I r e .:;en t 

t : . 

t 

indeed D su ::erior E,.10. cxc clle:-i t 5irl ::11d is '.):1C o f •• f c ·;; iatirna te fri e.1ds, I 

spent :-:i uc ,. _ _rlc:c-o:;.t ti-:;e i n h •J r s) c ie t y l .::st su~;nc r n t Gnlr,shiels - o'1e t !, L1r; I 

regretted , :-. n. dil :nt r ide , \·:c C"' t :1· 1" oft c 1 -e erc tc'd , ,1ot •:.i.t :.st-1di.1_; ·::e 

maaa;e l to t a::e ;:- fc·:: e:{c 1r ,-io ,s , on e )f t :.e ,:i l rcme .. bcr \'1::i t0 vi. _;it n f cc r :1e r 

a to : t 4 mi l es fro'Tl Gal .., . . e to o ;~ a v 0r y C3.~'1 Y din,1c r t: , ..... 1 ·:: 11-:e l nlo .1,; ·,·;ith -::o ·ne 

other yo _rn_; folks for t iie dP .s ti .,. :' ln c c.. of r c .1dezvo .. s, ·::1:il c ::r :-10 :1 teit i1 , .:-, 

a Gen tleman who occasional ly acco·~-,anicd me iruny ridinc excursio:1s, n L i ny s elf 

mounted aad had a 11uch l on :.,;er h·lt ver,_: b c .:la tiful r ::> .::: d by t :, c side o f t :. c Twe ed -

cross in - so11e hills ·;;c .:- .Tived n0t c.,u c n 1.::-ter t h.- 1 t .e ri cdc .~ t.:-i ;:-. 1.:::. f, ft ,Jr doi.15 

j 1sti ce t'J o Si~stanti2 l tea, ~-c c t~rte J o i t t o ~ c ~ t he re~_ers , ~O 0f ~ho: ~· e r e 

bus:, at W:)r~ su-:--r,rintended b:_; .:\ you n __; :;e 1t ·:i th - L:rnt ch h c:. t -? ·1d lo ·i .-:; e j :- cket, 

I did not then re::12 rk o 1:.,·th i :1c , .:: . r tictular n · out :1i:n , bci :1G in 0 h:1rr y to ~e t 

b a ck to the hou se G.?1 • r; e t off be: 1 r ') ·l:- :•;c I :1 ho:1or of t,:, e c :.r:- 1:.: ers, 110 h«d h ::st 

hie:; c.s .5 i · t a.1ce, I ·:: · t .. e 

I :-' reCJnj· t r. c .:;".!:-it th n~ 1. t !h,,t ·r h <1 d a yi ::: ir of mo .::::; t i myi ,1de:1t eye s f ::> r I c o'.l ld 

not hel- stari'1 ~ at hi11 , I a f t c r~~ ~ ls o cke d I ~ot cllc a : ou t him , an ~=s a .~u sed 

to he · r that he ·;:r- ·1t L:,· t. , c 1[ ,., of " rhe :1hiloso hical f , r .:1er "· 

;.iOther and r .~t :,: r ·1:1ite ·· it :1 ::,e in .:;c.1rli ;1; .:-tf.: e cti'.)1nte r e .. c. rr ic e ;;; 

Yo u r ver:,- ..:; i:1cc ·c frie.1d . 
:-larco ret A. Y. ;-1ercer 



m,:, r • of yon r tir1° :, .iJ ro. ti e:1c c - -~ inc c1·cly ·::i :.:.:.1_n.::; t ::,t t e .fc·:: ':e: ~ 1:.a~' ·,JC 

on e o f h.=,· in e::--s t ,1 ,·)•1 .-- : • a1·· :·o r rcil,.,tio.1 · . 

l' '· i. ' l ' 

, l y ( ~ 1 1 ·:: i L!.. .:._ :1 • ) I •• L : 1 1 

t .. 
.. . 
L..,l r.e . 

.... ; t ... t :• ~ C t O ~ C , i.";, l C' 0 ', > t i. e 

indeed D :5-.....~ erior c .1C. oxc clle:1 t 5irl et 1d i 3 one o f .. _. f~ ·:: i.i tima t e fri e.1ds, I 

sp e:1 t ~u c ~ r l c.---,.,~ ~ ti~e i ~ h";r s1 c ie t ; l es t summe r a t Ga l n s h iel s - o ,e t h i ~s I 

re grett ed , :-- ~ d i l ::') t r ide, l':c . o:·,, t 1: 1s oft e.1 · e e r;: tcd, 11o t ·:.i.t ::st, 1di.13 ·:·e 

mana; e -i t o t a'.:e r: fe·:: e:<c ·.1rsio :s , on"; )f t :. e ,:i .l. r eme .b c r \'1;1 

a 1::o i t 4 mil es fro,1 Ga l " . . e t o:.)],;, a v •~r y ea:·l y d i 11.1c r tr, .... 1 .,._. l \e i n l on,; ·,·:ith ,::;o :ne 

other yo .i n _:; f o l k s f o-:- t 11e dP,; t i .,• . lac \.. of r c.1C: ezvo .. s , ·.-:'.,i l c _; r :-!o ;-i teit h , c. 

a 6 entl e:na n wh o occ as i oncil l y acco·:--."'ani ei :ne inmy ri rlin~ e xc ur:: i o:1s, n 1~ :1 y s elf 

mounted a .:d had a -:-i uc h l oa__;e r 1nt ver_: b .:: .:1;.i tiful r .) .:. d uy t r,c :::; id c •:.) f t :.e Twe ed -

cros s in - so:iie h il .1_s we .:-.· r ived n0 t :-:,u c h l , t e r t!1· 1 t e : c.ic.·t::-i.:-.1.:: . f, ft c r doi .1; 

j lS t i ce t o e s ;:-1stn:1ti --l tea , ·:·c ~t--:-te ,l o ; t t -'.l ··c, t he re .:- e rs , ;O .:> f r:h -'.l: ·:·e r e 

bu s y at w::>rk s:.1;-'? ri n t e.1,Jed b:_; .:1 :,: o u n ~ :::; e : t ·:i t h · l.:>·lt c h h.:- t a ·1d 1 0 0::; e j c c k et, 

I did not then r e-:-,.:, r k ;-, 1:,·thi:-1...; ~ :::- tict ·1l.::.r n ou :: ;1im , uci10 in ,, h ·l:- ry t o .:;et 

b a ck to t h e ho use r.'1 • ·e t off be:)r "; •1• :-;~ . I :1 ho:1or o f t.i1c ::::: t• ; 1cers, he h;id h c.s t 

h i s o.s~i t c~c e , I t :e t r ic ;. b:,· t .· r -): ·. r ::.:::. : l c ::-c.:::e .. bl o.,1ce h e b)re t .) yo .1 -

I ,:, r e::;:, :,· t r.c ~e:-it t h vi..:;'. t th ·, t ·r hr•d n :1: i r o f mo::.:;t i mri1de .1t e~:e s f:H' I c ,) '.lld 

not hel - st;; ri.'1,:: a t !'.i-n , I c1. f t 0 rv:.:-.:· 1s c.::ke."l I s::•tcll.:- n ou t h i m, a:1 ·:::::::; n.:: u se d 

to h e · r t ha t he ·;;r- 1t b~; t ., .... '1, , e o: " Th e :1h iloso , ;de a l f , r .n c r 11 • 

;.r0 th e r a nd f ;- t :.,i r ·1nite '.it:1 ::,e in :::;c.!din; .:d.:e ctio 1ate r c ,.i>, .. re ic es 

to and t 1 yo1 r ~~rents 
Your v er; ~i :-i c c ·c f rl end , 

M<:! r t:;.::l r c t A. Y. ;-ie rcer 

J 
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I n -~,y l "s t 1,,ttnr , I :~ t ··tc; t., t it rni.-)·, t b .. s :>.n e time b '· f ,) r c I 

c o•1l d ·::-:-i t e ,"'_;,:Ln. I d id r; , t h">"·,--.vnr ·.1; · 1 t ~•. I • o 1l· ,·, t .:: . ~_; . ·1· 0,11· ,1,,Y. t l 1; t-

t cr . t :.i Yl ;h I :nus t .-· :· t!. - t , i, vi l ; • ;10 1 c c t c 

lo e s look like i t; ho~cvc;' 

1:>i:;ic a l s ociety , o t, , •• r •·• in_:- of :Li c h 1 :1.'."v0 

:1erfe ct b ,s tl c . O,ir c ,) ,tnt·; i 

c .::. 11 o u r selves r e f o r .c-1·s , 1 • ·,1 b,·· t r, 

~o t i ., t 0ll i~c.1 t 

o f t i1 e ,..., 1 e c t i ,:> n , 4 . 

•• ' 

J ... .&.. ... 
1.., •• ... 

le;-;r1e~s , wr i t i -~ " l i t t:c , 0 : : C .:_ t C .' •.J . t 

a f fn ir, r0ve .1 t ei :-:ic f 'c'Q.; -ttc ,Ji .. t 

I:1 '.it 
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r ev A., t o. lil: 
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l'."estrictions he h.:1 _; l oid Tpo !1 ~:ie , .:ud pro.11ises t h.: t it ::;hc.11 be re~,i.-1 id by being 

able next winter to r e turn t o my foruer liberty. 

Never more entertr,in t h e t ho u[;ht th a t I shall ever weary :1 eari ,1g of your 

country .... a 1<.1 I tha:1.k yoa for t -1 e love yo·1 bear to mine - yo'l kno·n, fe':: thi :1cs 

gratifies me more for I do love old ;f . Scotin - v. it h all my love hov,ever, I do not 

think I \':ould beco .n e , __ 1 c::.cti 11e !~oliticia.'1 - eve:1 t Lo ;eh I co .1 l d do so vrith pro 11ri 

ety - for it cc.u ses o ne t'.) have so mc.ny ene ;Illies. Vie\'/i11g in t 1:is licht, t h e 

part you to J k n t t ~ e lute contested election - I admit it i s a very selfish one -

I cannot rejoice witl. yo'...! , it see ... s to .. e so frau )1t v:j th d &nGer - un:;:irincipled 

people dont seem to c .'.' re ·:;'.. · t t :--iey do to adv2-:1cc t he i :1terests of th eir p. rty. 

I like muc '.1 better t ,) 'lee r ,,f yo ·1r m, kin..:; c. discovery in 6eolocy ... or of being 

a success ful candid~ te f or 2 profe ssor~hi , . You ~entio!1 h .: vinc received an acco1n 

of the rec.di 1.:::; of :_;"l 1r ::--a :;icrs s e:1t to :din. but do n.:it tell ho·;· tl1ey 1•.ere re­

ceived, I ;ues :.1 0 :e::; t:,r til ~ .~r cv --i ils in yo'lr cl :.:' racter- t l,.. c cco'lnt h& s been 

so flo.tt c ririg t 11--it ::o ; :1" ve ···i ti 1neld tellin.r; .: e, no v: I request yo'l s :1all not do 

so again, •::hat i s ;1le~ ~:; i:1 ,__; t, ::) . is not i.:; no t uninteresting to me. 

:-liss IsEb elln :-lath -~·:: i - t 

indeed D S'l !' erior c::.10. exc elle:-it girl ,:ud is '.)ac of .1 ~· fe·;; intimate frie :1ds, I 

spent ::1 uc l-; r,ler. ~cnt ti-:.e i n h0r S"l ciety l ::-. .3t sur:1:.1er at Gnl.'.'lshiels - O"le t h i 11g I 

regretted, .;;• P. di l :-iot r ide, v:e •. c:· •\ t his ofte .1 -e ·er cJ. ted, not -.·:it h st:- 1di.1g ·;:e 

mana ._; eJ to ta::e ;:. fe·:: e:(c ·1rsio .,s, o nc J f t l. e ::1 .I. reme :, ber \'1::1 7 to vi .::; i t a far aer 

abo it 4 miles fro-n Ga l "" . . e to ol~ a v e ry ea!·ly din,1cr tr1c.1 -.·:c lke i c1.lo:1.r; ·.'lith s o:ne 

other yo1n ::; folks for t he dP ,;ti ,e, rl nc c of re nd ezvo _:s , ·::~: ilc :;r :-Ionteith, a 

a 6 entle:nan who occasionally acco·:,rianied me inmy ridinc excurs ions, a :1d .nyself 

mo'lnted a .id had n -nuch l on::.;e r but verJ beautiful r:> a d by t he side of ti.e Tweed -

cros s in - so:-ne hills ·;;e ::-_-rived not r., uch 1 .::-te r t ll.· 1 t ;1 e :1 edc c~ t:-i :-.1~. After doir15 

j 1stice t'.) o s ,:1s ta:1ti3l tea, ·: ·e ,:: t ,...,rte d o ·.i t t o .-c,.., the re i'1 _·ers, ;:O of r;ho .: ·::ere 

busy at W'.)rk s·.1,erinte:1d ed b:., o youn.:; c e : t ·;:ith s lo 11t ch hct e. :1d lo., :-:; e j .:-,cket, 

I did not then re-:io.rk ::1. 1::,·thinc ,£,r tictulc.r a · o ut ,1im, bei :1:; in c. h ci:rry to ,:;et 

back to the house :rn' s et off be: , r c dc r'.c I n ho;1or of t.i1c s: rr 1c ers, he hnd h o.s t 

e~ed to chon ~e hl3 dress , a ju :::. t <·.- I ·::: . .:, ,-ii.ou t t o :no ,i:-it he .:: r, e ~: rcd to re nder 

hi.s c.s .~i ·t.:nce, I ·:.-- • t .:e trc1.c ;.; b:,- t ·. • r i:;:.:,--: r >;o:.l c re.:::e .. bl a,1ce he bJre t -J yo1 -

I ·c resay t ~e Jent th ~~c'1 t fh~t · I h a d n p~i r of mo s t imp ident eyes f:>r I could 

not h el - stari '1C at hi 11 , I a ft e n:.:.:· ls a.:::k e d I s.:• te ll;:>., n·. out him, an ·:: :: :::; n.::used 

to he.· r t ha t he ';:r- 'lt b :_.: t :1c '1[' e of " fhe :,hiloso 'h ical f , r .n cr "· 

;.1°ther and f ," L L! r 11nite '.'. it \1 :1i e in .::;c.1rl in ; .'.'\f:ectio 1ate r c .. o .. re. tc0s 

Your ver; ~i~ce ·e friend. 
Marga ret A.Y. Mercer 
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Dear Margt,ret : 

Yo u v;isii f)r sore more ex!)editiou s \'/o.y o f c xc r . .,,:ici.16 tho :1 0h ts th o. n 

by l et ters; and r:r ite of it ?-.s if it ·::,-.re so ,.· ething r"rd t o be discovered, yet it 

is t he si11 _i:, le s t t hi:1g il! t i.c ·::orld, o.nd c c-n be done ruy d ,::1y ; ,1."ld ·, f yol\ have ·:_(:t 

!o-...nd it out, it i s only becau _c:;e yo ur ci ff e ctio n for your II ocen;i divi 6 ed friends 

is not sufficie:-itly stron~ to □ :~port yo~ in t hos e o.iry resions t h rough ~hich you 

might dart, s wifter th:u li. ·hteni :1c t :> ti1e mort di:Jt-~.'.'. t re f;ion □ of the e a rth. I 

have only to ;:,i ::t r cc t r.i:; L10uc:ht3 for c.--, i'1 ·t · t, fro:a ,11:, co r:i:n o n occ-1:'.'.ltion; and, 

in. the t winkli :1 6 of ,,.; e:,·e , I c o:1 fj nc: m: □ elf climbi:-ib _o n Artr.ur's Sent, or con­

versing with s011e o f 'TlY dec.r frie .:d □ , C\t :·o,1r mother 's fireside; o r , better stilJ 

talki ng ph iloso ~,hicc.l :1onsc 1c 0 , o~ it m:--,:: l,e ~') ~.e thi n[:; \':i 2e r with y.)u r o vm dear 

self in Lover' s La :ie , or --:o .. e cq_"1·ll,.- ·:·ell -.!' •) c .. '::'cred _l c-c e., or 1·:!: ci1 I a 1:1 view­

ing anthint,; b eetL1 tifc1 l i .1 l\ :e s c c:icry of :n:,· o·• 1 co un try, I c ~· .. hc-·ve :,·o u there also 

so th , t t ·. e onl y thi :1 6 ne c c::- ·: 1·:· t . .) re:1li -=; e :-ou r ·::i □ 11 , i ::: t o think of me, ns I 

often lo of you. I ·:;o·.! l d not l.o·,:ever, b:: a:-i:: me.:-:::: , lwve ., ou t o di s contiirne the 

us·tal :~ oce of co11mu.-1i c rt io:1 b:· leLtr-r~ . 

Since I l ;,.s t ·::rote I !1 ve vi::i.tcd E·lifo,, , our ~, rovi:icial .3e:-t of bovern­

rr.ent. It i s a woo ,l en city o f ";660 in~.:.,tit .:::. t s , •. i t i1 ci rcrlio..,,e.: t, □2.id by Dicken 

to reserible t hn t of IJri t .:t i .:,ce:1 thro u6 h t l e ·.:.:·on__; e.1d of a tele .:; c o-ri e, n r,etty 

aristocracy of ,~ove r !r.1cn t of fici .:,ls - lit ::. l e .::ci e.1 tific or lit c r ;-.~·:; t " st -~ - plen­

ty, or r a ther more t :-:0!1 e.10·..;::;11 , of :'olitic s - [I c rc::it <:_ :1.-;.1 tit: of fo -.:-• ery a:-id its 

accom::-~:1iments a .:n ni; t he yo :-ic men - ye t a .. -1:-:; ucr of ve--::y ::,le.'.lsi.1L Dr. d intelligcn­

:peo:le - I ,;ave t h r ee lectu r e::; , t t ,c ::ec l~c.:r,i c s I.1s t it ,te , h· l , r :e oci di e·: ce □ 

and I believe ple.::- .:;cC:i t ·.•-::!:r, v ,ffj' ·,•:ell. fi~e r,3' or menti,ned in -:i:: 1.-i s t, v:."s se ,1t to· 

the Londo:1 'JeoloGiccl ~ocie t : . Yo--ir c o□ ::<i-:ic-1 t ato·i t 110:l.e- t y L u ;1nc ce s ,-rj· , for 

n)tice ::; of t :--. cs ::: pc.:e:- s do not u::; 1~ 11:,· civ e c .. 1 o i:1ion of t ,:eir ,.i e~·i t s . ;, J 1 th <' : 

I know o f t :1a t i s , t ::· t :-;r L:;:cl l ·.rot e t o ... e t. .r t it e ::cited so:.e di.~· cus .:;io .1 , .::ud 

in hi s opi!'lion so:;ie of t he f .:::. ct s co .1 tai.1cd in it, ·:·e re im 1ortant. I st :, te thi s to 

free myself fro m t :.e accu .::,,tio,1 of being mode st , a ~i n for ·:.i1 ic11 my c on.:;cic.ice 

does not often c h eck ~e . 

You ;- re q :itc ri._,!:t abou t , ::,;-itic s , t !.e:,,· Brc :: tor.11y n,d dc-.. 1_;er-::>us .:.,~fai r s 

f ull of t he b a d ~;,s ion.3 c:1 cr.--ft:,· :cci0 .1s of t :.e ·:to r s t .-;10.1 . The/ f ur:i.i:,., :.O\'/ ­

ever '" [;o,d fiel d o f '1 Cti '.).: for t :10 -c 1-.·r,o h:- ve s 1fficic .1 t nerve .'.l .:i t ,1 le.1 t to 

" ~id e t :,e r.hi::--lw-.ind c>:,d d irect t h e s t 0r:.1 11 c it :.c r f o r t i.e i::- 0 1.· n c,)o..:. or th " t o f 

t h~i r co •·n tr:· - I ci1:1 v:ell own re t h,, t t :. i s .i s i10 t ;·:l.ere my 2 t !'ea:::;t:-. li L~s .- o:: I 

mentioned before I am considerin := o.'feri.1c; m:,.:,elf f o r t:.e >i i .1 istry . This i ::; no t 

o. ne\': t ho:sh t, but is one v:h ic h I co 11l not c :-r r :; i.1to ,"!f f e ct l':i t l:oc: t t 11,Y,~h t o f 

t he r es 0 .,,,i Lili t involved ; .cu • I c .:-:-rn.., t ;-1 to :::; eth er 1 e.~ ve .".)' f · tll t~r I s b;1 s i ncs.::; 
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as long as my a t e::tion t o it x.c.y be ,1eces0ar y . If I do Je c i d e on :this, 

however, I must s0) ,1 t,..,:~e so··ie s t e s t o·:•c·r':s i t; I ~ri t e of it now, t h· t wh en 

you have returned f'ro ":l Lo ndon n-:' .:lre nt l e i su re, you m2:,· t ell ;ne wh 0 t :/ our 

good sence and fri e.1dl y r e;:;nrd .'o.ay 0f t+- . 

.. i t !r .si.1cc.~c ,·,isr.es f or you1· c ontinued 1-:cc'l t h -

Yours ;-;fcct io~~t~ly 

J e.:i.r '.-krc.o.ret, 

J. ·:1 . Da·:1son . 

t i f c1 l pur c ;, •; .1 t b::,; y;):,i f,'.) ~ i.,orHl l:i ; • ,u ·:1.,i c i, f 0r tunntel :,: e3ca:-ed the de:. 1gers 

connected ·,,--':.t !, t:.e i l1c,:·,,1 c:i,.·.e:,'C'n c c by .·.i c . : .. ), 0t'1t i t. To recei'.re .:;•.i c h a 

pre~"' .t, 2.t ~.:,·t ie, ") ld b 1= o·re ,..,tJP- ; b1t ::.t L:; _oc, liarl:: :-•le ·sinc :::: a 

token t h t ev n:1 a.nid::;t th: J,-. • ·:l,. c 1: :1ovcl ti ,3,::- of I ):1d)·1 , ~;');; r tr.:i 1s~•tla.ttic 

fri ,:11d i.~ n.:i ': al h_:et::er < ·•::1': ,·ro.r. _:;):.1r t i. > :ci. t ., ; :1:1 1 ·::'-:;-.~ i .s :;i0re :· lec.:3c 1t 

o. re en:::;!lri :1e l ::.:1 o tr h, ..... rts. I tt·-:1\: "J) • t hc,,..ef)rc f)r :·.:iu r ~-ret:y ___;l ft, ·;;;Ji ch 

wo:.ild, if t ::;- t ·;.·,re ne c e:c; • r:·, be 0:1 .:-:dli t :Lon,1 1 S)l1v c~1ir of_, ,r :, ·cl s elf. 

Yo11 hPvr> n,:>·· tr-·velle' a l ::-o t f !' o.1 )."!e c1:i t o : e: o t r.cr u f oi r lj_ttle 

excite::ic .1t of r :> v i .; , ·::::c:1 c:>mpc. r e' ·::it: t :,e: ri. ;iP. t c.c irit :· of :. :> ., e, s:.0;1L . .: be 

a r o"i ; i":-,; i.'.' I c o;,; ld ov e~-,0.::1' :.-, , r e:,t::-corJi.iar:,- ,· ·fe:- c:1cc o f t.:c 0 l d ·.:orlC: 

t .') t :.e "le·:, ( .... ::ic :. i - vPr:· - tr- ~•::! .-,t --:.· e.~c t ) 1 .::._:::h t • o e t ;. t y..:ur :1e::t 

voy.:ig e woulJ ~e t ) J..mericn . It i s I , ... - r i·.:-i · , .,:.ever , r. J:-2le.--;~~ , .:-i:1c c I hnva .:1 

recolJ c ctio n t:-::-t yo1 i,·v0 t,ld .. e.:-::.:.-'-.-\~- t: t :,-,, C)d l d ?D t cro -::- t :.c i, tl ...-:1 tic 

e v en if I ·::e .. t f,:- :-'o, .,:,•:;elf , ,r )::1et:1i.1; v er:: li'.:c .L t. '.:.l, t 1::.0 '·.1-,-.·s t h[ t 

y:>u ar e :1ot de:-; tinecl t, "ve it::te" · J ,e• ... ·.ere i:: ~:.c "1:- .::;c'.· r:,, ,ds " ) f i.::1e ric .:1 , 

( peo: le in Br it~::.. 

b ac:<: ·::o) ds ) 

If C ,; 

__ , .•• , •• r-
- .. J i 1 it but 

., - t ' . i :::; : r i. 

.. ) 

J 

. I 
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yours elf and a ll t ~e ~orld; 

t r.e faults of :,: 0 ·1r true fri end . I s\w l l ·::~ it e ;:,_o rl:,: y.:>u !l .:: ·,/ be s'.lre, f o r a:1 

a ,1s ·.•:e r to r: y 1 .:-,s t rnd t}.is o r both t o ,::;,) t her . 

J. VI • Jar: s 1 n . 

Edinburgh July 17th. ; 844. 

My d e ar friend: 

I thank yo : f o r yo 1r t·:10 l.::i s f ki r.d l e tters, t },e fir st of these 

received in London , t !:e other i :nmedia t e l :; .'.' ft er .a y ret ,1 r ,1 to .:d in. 1:rtving been 

a~ay for thre~ month ~ . 

Your 03:-, e ,- dy :node :::if tr<1 ve~li;1._: t.) f :.T di s t.:-·.i t lands i1 t :1e i_ ,1 c,.::;i;1at ion 

is very bea ,1t iful, never t },ele._s I .:1,1.::; t or;1 1 it r c ti ~r ",:.iused than s ~ti s fi cd ... e 

I as s ·1re :,·ou my im"'.:;i·1,,t i:-in i c. -":,t v e ry deficiei1t, but by ex:erience, I kno\'I its 

fulle s t exerci c; e n ever c c1:1 '.J !,ly t i1,", t l.'.1.c \{ of i n -:; t · ,taneous ,, xc h.::i .1___:e o f th o·.1c;h t 

v1'.ii c :1 I desire, ·l: 11ld y::n , ': 1. ,_ · er J tJ.~. c ) ver ~;::, ,:) :::c t Lod r:10re t -::u.:;iiile, do n,)t 

f ail t ) put i t into i "ll!n•)di::i.te )_erz.'.:~);1 ! r.1-:- t) be s e r i),i: , yo u c:..s:~ ,:.e t :, ; ive 

:ny thoushts 0 :1 y;.)1r c \:.--:,_:e o f ::nr;:;·1i t :; , I fp 1 cret.t liffide~c •.?. in m.:::l~in,:: any 

rem a rk on s::> s eri (ns a .. . -q , 1 e ,; "i > r1 , .1. 

or wealth i !:' of littl e C•:> !r.::--,· -.:c t 'iv c con e :·1e.:ce ,.., ·•,cce : t t o ·.1se it i n rclievi :-ic t!-.e 

nece ssitie s o f Qthers ·:::: iicl-i i " - J eciied du ty - o :-i c c -:::e ttled i: , cert.:d'1 occ­

'.l'."ation, I do 1bt if it :naj' b e :·, -..1r d ty to abandon i t, c.s , ci .:111:· if I .:t1 ri;:,t 

in t :1 e sJ:, :-ositio:1 t :~at it docs .n t G·::> r:.)l:'..j· e .. __; h -s ~· ou r :, r.me a s t ::> ~- re·vent 

your cl evotin~ !';-, rt of it t o :no re i r.ir,)rt .:. it st ,1dies, and t':> d -:i _ :;o::>d c.s you h.:we 

o ::,po r-tunity, :,·o ur ,:_;':>)j ex.::i:r,· l o in t r.'i-'> \'IOY ::: '.l ~t .s::, v: t h e l ov eliness of reli ,::; ::.::>!1, 

a .1d what a ::,crso,1 influenced by it c c11 o ccom rilish - .--; t ill if yo ,1 oro s tron; ly 

perc~ia ,:'.ed tn :,-cnr o\':n mind th-:t j' )Ur u-.;e f ,ilicss a,d h.'.1..'. · . i,ess ·;;o·,; ld be so s reat­

ly exte .1ded ns t .) jci .::; tify yo•.1 in .::; ivi,.:-; it · 1 , 1 t o dev ) t e ::o ;ir t i:r.e c. 1d t ;~lents 

t:, t ·. e service of God, I c , :1 0 .11~- .':.:-:: t here a r c :no:1 ~· blc .:;._; ed a 1d e 1cou r ;;,;:.cng 

pro:-.ises t o t·~os e ·;:h".> from si 1c e re Jove t ~ J esus l e: ve worldl:,· adva.1t·aGe for 

>ly j <1un t t ) L,)n ':,n ·::;" r, v0r~: }1 : ::-,:: o:-ic I tra v c r .-;ed it fro .n one end to 

the othG r s,, ci1c ;·) r :.;e"> 1- buil ,:.i.1_ s ,:;. 1 l 0e.:.:~1ti C1l r,~ rlcs .:-;1 ·l divL1!! i nto its lo ·,;­

e:-;t nei ,:ht0,1rh-:n J , ·;: .er8 cro·;: l, o f f e l 1 )\', C .: e a t uro s r.re see ,1 i :1 t r, e ::10:-:::t de ;;r ad ed 

c:t;, te of hu·na. •: ·•:ist;:-.1ce, evcr:·t!, i 1c i s 0:1 .- ;1 c .. .::i s c o. lc o f v.:istne s.:- , a s f o r ;:ie 

giv j_-1_: ,1 •1 e t oiled descri ti.)1 , it i .::; f :i r b,--.) 1J m:,· n'. ilitie ::: . . '/i,i l c ti.er c I h o. d 

nn excelle n t o r: o rt1nit y of re·-:in r: ; in f; dif f e re nce s in c :1, r a ~~cr, f o r in ::; tc1 ,1c e I 

Sl1ent 7 we eks i n c ,) ,:1:'a r .:- tivel -;~ c.:-::inG , h i c:1 life \'iith :•! r and :-1 r Aner '::l :/ of 

.3 a 1d,-:,r s Lod~e . 

J 



46. 
He is .:t silk broker, v:ho:::;e succe:::; ., i;1 business has enacled him t0 surround him­

self and lady Y:ith -:iuc!'l t0 6ro.tify t >.e se.1ces but who.3e nec l c ct of reli.c;io:1 

leaves them only actors of hap iness insteo.d of being t he r oss essors. 

In this s:,ort "' .:-. c o o f ti:.:e ·.:l: ilc l ho.vc bce.i o.wn~;, m::- .1:,.· c 11,:rn,;cs nave 

take:-i rilnce a'llo:1gst :.1y f ric .. ds, a 1d my .:::i ster Jes ., ie ::,ave birt ?i to a son rett :. er 

unex_,ectedly '111:ile on., vi ·it to motl:er. 

3y til.e bye, I h,•=t : all l:;.tt forG ·o tt e:1 t ) tn!· e n,tice of yoc1r :1.:-vins sot 

t h e r u r s e , I n e v e r ex'.' c c t c d : • o :.i ·110 , 1 d _; e t :;_ t , et t 1 c:::. s t !: o : e d y ) u -.·:o ;i 1 d , 

not .::shc·'1ed [lt t e dar~ :11_, ·11-:Hl.e ·or c onv E\'C. 1cc I em. lo:;e l . 

Dear :-.iarcoret : 

.',i t h [;O ' d ·::is:1 es a 1d ldnd re::;cr ls to j"o .1 
Y,:.i~ v c~y ~i .1ce-e frie ~d 

Fictou A1~u t 5th. 1844. 

So y0u .c: re :11t s :..] .. ~f~,·: \'i.:..t'. .11:,- ,.1cthorl. o~ cros:in.:; t ,: e Atl.:intic 

on the •::in,:.s of i;,aci.1.:-tio:1. I .u -~ t c ,:-i. fes t:.~ t :i.:1 sx.1c re::; ccts it is very un­

satisfactory, beins so.-,ev:l:::i t li '. .e s.:-ti:~ fyin G re e :1 t h ,n-1.:;er by thin'.:i.1 __; of po.st 

feasts. There are h01"ever otl~cr l710 d e::; of co-:ivey c ,c c, vcr:· co ·1~mo:1ly u.3ed b:,· mat­

ter-of =fact peorle; for i:-ist.:uce t:;e ~~oy .::i l :-:ail st c~ .,er::; an ·' ti11 bc!' si .il1s of 

vario·1 s descriptions. · I an o fraiJ t: :ere ·;;ill be no other ·:,o.:· , until t l1e aeriel 

machine s: all tnJ~c fl ·i Ght , or u:-i.t il :-:ic .::;,:1eri:::., t) ·::hi e !, yo 1 ~=-c rh : :-3 d ~, rkly al l ude 

in the ex- 1 res " io:1 "lny Y'Llr brains a leeri " 3i.all, a :n ) .1 it ::; oti,er v:o:1der3, 

discove.~ so11e :-:iet:10d for estc1:,J..is ,i.1~ a 1 interco:1r --; e bet ·, .. ec:1 disto.1t rnin :i s . 

Pcrha :-- s ·:·h[,t t:wy c.:i.11 1 clairvoyan ce ' i.1clu ies s0:net :. i ,1__; '.)f t .. i ::; kind; so tho.t 

1.f y'.)u hDd a lieu t'.) i)r :1 lio tron, he C)uLi h~ve .::- e .. t yo·1r i:1tcllectuo.l po·::ers 

on a tri ".' acros:: t :.0 _:_tl .,n t j_ c, r:hilc y,;.ir cor areal fra .c re1,1aincd s.1i1,_;~lY as­

le "'!n in a.:-i o.r,chair in L0.,do:1 . I a:;i not ho,.ever , .silf ficientl:: ver --: ed i.1 t. :is 

n ,~ ·:: ::::cience to s -eak v 0 ry C•) '1 fidently of it , ;-owc;rs; ,-,1d at :' r0.:;e.1t it i 3 ,1 ,-,t in 

my po·.':er to avail mj·s .--. lf of t Le oldf,'1::-r. io:1c::l. .ncc1.1 .~ of L·.::\"cl, L.irt ·. er t :,:-:1 to 

send this pi e ce of '. c·~- 0.r, in .- cribed ... it i . .:-- fc·:: tl: '.) .1__;:1ts .:i.uch us I d:-rc com.1it 

to bare c. 1 l u:1.e:c_lainc; :·.-ritt,~., ·.- , r s; b·1t not s.1 c h a::; I c ,) tld :::;o.}' if I. so.v; yo·.1 

fnce t ) fr·ce, as l inte:1d so:-:-ieti·::e o r otl1e r t o do; '~it t '; e o:-ily w,--.y to ecure 

thi s is t o vet ·.,ell in prc::::c:1t circu:n.s t; ice s , t 0 1 er form c :- re fully the duties 

serio.1s lo s s of d1ty, c r r· tify 1j··el f b~" a vi r• it, not iin.:i__;in.:-r:i- b ·it, re:i.l a:--.:l. 

::'~rsonal, to Aul · ~n~v.ie. 'i, i ::i ,., y b e :::: ire th ,~ t I lo )k for,· . .:1 rd t ) tlii s c.,-:; a r,1ost 

de - ira le object t0 be ~ttai,ed, 

t) n:y :·.-- r8nts -· ::-,]l r, cr:-::it. 

30 soo:1 .:i.:: t he s tate o f .,,, . 
,UJ bu i 1cs.s ; 1' 
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I thank you sincerely f o r your Rdvice i :1 t i:e :n.-::tter ;·:!1ich I mentlo,rnd, Yo 1r pic­

ture of the utility of D. 0or,d e:-::' . .1!, le, nnd o f tl: e go od t '. . .: t c .:--.. -i be done o...11i dst 

bu.:;iness associ2 tio:1 s , i s .:--. b00.1ti f 11 one; ~.-1d I t o, ~Ar; much ,:;o')d th r t I c nn 

try to do, even with t h e c :: r es ~nd .:-.1~i e t i es of b u s iness , na ~ell a.:; my o ~n 

errors and b ;- C:-rnli di 1'_; t o contend \'/i ti1 .... ;, t 1, re .-:- .1t t:-, e questio:1 to be decided, 

\"11ether I s ::.::ill bet;i.1 t 0 o.vnil myself -Jf t :, e :neo. ,1s of pre ;-, r.:-.tor:,; study wit h in 

my reach ': t his rD·1l.: nJt involve 0.:1: ab::., ,Jon., e .1t o f my ~) r c.:;e:1t business . 

I se:1 1 ·1:it h this by :-:o :: t e r :1•)·::nrd : rim r J::;e , n fe .. little trifl e:::; of Indian 

work·na :1sni!' , o:1e o f t iie.:1 ·i - o r :1.:1 "Y; e , tcct \':· t , _ _ ' o rc .1_ i nc c1 il l s , t:,e o t ;ie r s are 

worked \':.i. t h hair o f t : ·:: ::ioo - e. ':.' Le fir :-·t i s i:1te:1ded t ) lic.ve .s trincs c,tt ~ched to 

it, and be •1scd .:-- 3 a b.:-,.:; - one of t ,:; o t:1ers v: ;, .· .:,_ _1te .aect r--. ;: -,1 .:-- ~. :nc r lrn r or 

so--::ethinc of t ::e k ind, ~: on .... ill er:-::- ~ :::; be .'.J. le t .J fi.1d 0;om e le s s questio:1aole. 

use for it . .:'r.ese a:1d t :.e 1: r r r ' i .1 c :sh io n , yo ·1 will ncc e " t f o r :/o :r ::;elf, the 

re~aininG ~rticles, I ..... 
' - t1 d :;,. .:; trii.1:,tc a ·no 1,_; yo.1r friends, 

the tw::> lliss es Bell. 

I have n 0 t :J 1 c o f j ) ~ir :1 :: : ::::; t- .. 1 & n i o r s e ~ to t e 11 , my t i ::i e h .:i. s o e en 

chiefly occ Tr ied bJ t: , p ') r din.:-:-:· r 'J ti:1e 'Jf b "" i,1cs.:; - I h:1ve f o_,nd s :1 r c ti :.1 e 

only to !:loke a f c\·: f;eo l ogl c al oo~ c rvations, cc t her .:rnd dry so .,:e pl o.n ts, .:1 ;-1t.l t ake 

a few sketches, bes i dc.s re c' 'i.1,:; c.~ .) .e u c f 11 b )o '. s . In t hi ~ WRY time '.'os es q iick­

ly a:id s:no o thl::, r ·1 ffl c d o :1ly 1.J:; · .:c ':er; ::ii:10:- • c c. r e :::: ;:i:1d ·;:o rr i es; a .. ' ,, n t ::e ·;::~ole 

have c nu .- e f ) r ; r r- t i t lie - ., : c;:inte , t .1e .t t . .:- t . e i1.:-vc lived in co::.r,ceative 

s· fet:,· c:,nd _ro ~r erity i !1 tL.e~ if :n,1c distre::::;s c .rl e _·, : r:-c .::;:nc .1 t Ll .. c,1:,· ~ -..he n 

I look I ~ish to c cq ,i ~c , I 

e c.ge r :1e s s , a.1d I k n ) " t i1c. t I h .- ve f, r t o i lit t l 0 : -- ti e;1 ce. 

I ha i noticeJ .i..1 t:.c :1.::i , er::; :;o .1e o f t i.e eh , n,;es .:unon::; o· ,r :nuLi.:-,1 .:.--cquai.1t­

ances which :,• ,, u r.1e.1t i 1n . ::-o::1e Jf t .c~.i h Ctv c L0 0e :1 -·e tt i.1::; us 0 :1 ex:1 .. _~l e , ·;:::i ch 

y~u and I may G'J~e of t · 0::; e dcys !ol _ow. It is c' stn~dins snyi .1; of ~other's 

·::: en I brin __; in o new l o[:d of ,ni n e r .:; ls or fo :; ils " ::ai. t till )'Jll c;c t c ·::ife, 

and you v1ill :::;o on ::; ee nll t :, e ~e t : i.1cs flyin 6 0 _1t t ::e wi.id)\·1 ; o r t u r ned iato 

play th i :1c:: fo r t :ie c hi ] d ren " :.: .:: t 

to me not v0r:,· :: l vj_;1, I •::ho to ev e r :: one c ] :--c~ c. .; r ese rv ed , :~ c: :, o r \ T i t e t o ::ou , 

like -. cathol:i c to 1~is confcs .-or , :- 0v ,, :-1.; :i ~ ell ·;i· t :.o • _· . . t :~ :::.:d :' L ·13; you :;;c1 .. -t 

ho--ev1-:r e·,cu -- e -n:: e _;o tis.r; i.1 c ,n id .., r .:-. t io:1 o~ t '. .c co .1f :icic .. ce .:.ici1 jl dl., l e:,:· ::- . 

.J 
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Fictou 

I rcso; you ~ere so.c~·.nt s:r ri ed by Ll Y n c~ vi ews re ~pectinc 

a r rofession, .'.'.lO :0 e:l.; _is h· ve s c .:-rc-oly L;ot over it y et, an ·\ c:ce iYlclineJ to 

think yo-.ir Ar:1eric et.1 friend c. v ,~ r j' o,l d v -:.:: r ::.:::, ti.le ;0 rt of perso,1 . Yet it is very 

easy to ex ·l.:-?i:1 so .:e of tl. 0 re.::i .:;ons of it. Le t :.10 s up}10::.:e t h, t a r, ro.s ~,ect ·.-.. ·· re 

offered to you, of ente~i 1c c\·; and e .,L :i r ~eJ s here of .::-ctio :1 , v;here it would 

b e possille t o brin: al y,~r o~c rs ~nd c .p~ c ities of doinc go ) d into the ~o ~t 

exte :1ded o ~, e ~2. ti '"l n, i·::nc r e ··, u C ) ild be o. c 0.:1 tr e ·;:r;e,,c•"' kn.,·.led c:.: c c:. d bc;1efice.1ce 

might flo\' · fro 'll you i:1 L' l , di rer tio:1-:- ; ·,.he re to ) tho.· e r,u r -:- :its c.:1d s tudies in -J 
which you n:ost love t .) e L;,-'-·e , \'/.):t l d be t :)Se -.·: _j c l: y0u \':,:•1'c 1·eq ,ired to fol l o\·1; 

the conse 7_·t e .1 ce of oJ J b , i.--.~ t'.,:- t ::,,u r u:.cf :..;l.1e::;s ·::o ld be v:-!stl~; c::te.:ded , your 

me.s.,s of doi:. : Go1d multi _1J:ieJ ::cc .di1 ::-l :: . . _;~:c:·. rrc t:;o· .. c :- f t:1e ind,1ce;:1ents 

which if I v:-·-re ce r t 2 i n t ·., t '":.•2:: ·;;o ,,_d r c,'.11 :; b, f u lfil] ed wo u l 1 incL.i ce me to 

e 1ter into t h8 mini s try . 

t hc" t I intend t o ,tte ·.d t :.e lect ·1 r c.:: of o 1r Thc'.) l oci c 2l l r o fes -:;or f0r o. :·.onth 

this aut .ir.1!1 , ·,•:it}1Jut- o f c ou r -e -r led i; in ___ .ay.scl f t o do D. n :,-; t !1i!1,_; f~rther ...... . 

There i s another ?O int i:1 :;,y :- r c-e t !)osi tio n -.--h ici, you e r: i nl s o under­

sta id . You En d I are bot:1 le;t o lo.ie ·::ith '.) . r !)-. re :1 t s , -.·:. 0 Ere decli1.inc to\'/ards 

ci::;e a.,d infi~ .. it:; - ·:: e oY:e :nu c r. to t hc:n , :norc t :!r- n ·.-:-~ c c,n r c:·c.y . A:1d .:::o :.t ro .1 6 

is this !eelinc o! gr cJ ti t ,d e ":. d c :fcction ·.--ith rr.c , t :1n t I c. .. : de t e r:-:ii ned never 

to desert them nnri t hei r .c:crvi ce ;::::; l .1nG .:i~ t hey r equi re my os ·· i.:.; ta :1ce, .:;o th .:- t 

i:1 t ~is ~ay, I~~ bound t, □~ -rc:: c~t occ :ro ti'.) n for ~o~c ti~e. 

Yo u l: no\'/ I a1.1 n , re : t .:'ricn . .Jl 'I'e ... · erz, ncc, :'.1, I 1.::-'.:el:,; c.: tc .,dc .. ~ ~!1cct -

inc in ti ie c,u n tr:; ·N:1i c r' I r.i .:-?:, t.lc c riLc t > ;.,o~;, ;::. a :: · ccimcn o f t:.c tioin0s of 

o u r Nov P Sc0 ti ;,n t ce totalers. I t \··::,s D ir.cc tinc r · thcr for rcc:::-e a t io.1 t ·.:.:1 any -

th i.1 . .:; else . Ti·.e re We., fir ~t o. ,-r, cc ::.- i o. , o r r o t :: er drive, i 11 c c1r r iot..,es : .d 

horse bc ck, alo:-,::; t ne bo.:t::; of ::.' be..- ttif·; l riv e r, f ::> r ·cverc: l . .1 il es ; :: nd 

of :nore ti1c1n 50 of t ;. e li ,:. t sho·. ·J v ehicl es s· ortcd yo,t r f .:-r:.ers r.wl::es :10 L1 :::; i ~­

nific2 :, t np e.:-ra :·1ce. i!o.·. i n_: cro.- e : the r iver, ond r e turni 1~ o lo n: ti-1 ,' o . :'osit e 

si de , t i.e v::,ole c 0m!', <. betoo· t i10•.::-;e lves t o .:-,:1 ;:,': nr co.1.s tr,.i ct cd o: Gre e n 

bo ~1chs decorat ed with flo ·:.er:::; , in t he c ent re of 2- ., rove .::>f trc'S, .:•'•'e t :1e ::1 ,'o!' ;e 

beinc .3ected -) n benc r:e:; ; nd c i:;-,i rs, tee' c ,) ff 0,- c .. d t ar t s ·.:"cc :::;crvc,i ro t.1d , su c­

c e eded by music , s:1e-, c i:cs C\nci ::;:i.:1._; i 1:; . In vc:: -". D te tt e,· lool<:j :c .:i-:e .1i l y ; 

:•ie.::irl:, nL!. ·.·ere :, 01111'- :-::8., a.1 i·:o.:.en , c:is ~ e old T'Co :· l c d.J a)t f .::-vo·.ir t e:-:!!·•er.:u cc 

societies ei:::; .. . u c t, os t :1 j' ::;}y)u ld - nl:i he - lt:.:,· :-, .J ,;V•'., t ~s t cf ·L2.:; dre.- .::cd, .::i .1 J 

,:e r :, m,"' n:,· G0'.) 1' -lo , kin _; . Y, u nw:· t !. i .1k t •.r.t I ,,1 to , ::,:-rtiol to ·1y country::cr'., 
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ond country-wo:nen; but I a r. c o1ivinccd that fc·,; countries c .:.n sho\': fin e r rurol 

po:!)ula tion th ~n :fov c· ;c.'.) t in . They n r e not ovc:rv,orl:ed ,nd unr1erfed lj_ke to ·'.) many 

of t he labouring cl □ ~3 in Britain ; they .:-re obl P to drcsc wcJ J , ond h~ve ti~e to 

im _r> r .'.) ve the1:-:sel ves , ;:ind I an L.:- ~' Y t ,) S,':':,: t:, ;: t t em_, .~ r --.1ce n .d. o love of infor:nc'. t· 

ion ::-, re r -:- i dl y c.:-i:1: :1c; _;ro ·.:1 d o.~.1 ~n .., t ·. e :.1 . 

Times c:.re bed , , 1.:.u t I t h i. 11{ .:-: re .c .. di.1 _ , ond our b;d times chiefll 

result from t he f .'.) 1 1:,- n :1d E:·: trnv · ...;o. cc of :1 opl, \':110 Cc . live too eas.i.ly. Our 

a:'1)les 8.Jld e <':-1 pl:.i .. :s • :-c ri : ,_:) :J.i:1 0 f .:..·:t, .:-nd if :; )U lived ·::it nin o. ,y reo.sanabl( 

di s ta:i.ce, I \'/Otild - e :1d : · ,)c; o bu . .3: .cl of t he .. : . 

I do not :~no ·: · th- t l 11 · •,:c r-ritte. ::, 1:, t · in_; t .) intc :·c ·t :/.'.) 1 ; ~rn.J frc r is 

•::hen I ZJ!l so f-r di s t ::u t, .:-t ., d 1:.:-.ve so 1ittlci cert.:-i:1t:· of .::-e c"' in ::; :.,·ot; a.:;cti:1 ; b u t 

which I ~ho,1 ld be ot :no~-e l:!... e_·t:· t ::-.~: , if U .s::, :':-- r f ~vo r c· d :--s t o be cble to 

revisit 2din . b -.:) fore :,·o-..i }:-v __; ').1C t . · ·::c:..:· o f :;: .)st :·,un__:: 1--jies . i·lind, I do not 

intend t ') m2'.:e l o·,·e t o :_;ou , l.,· 1: ) .1:, t o s~1. :· t ::: t I h·ve no : -rtictul .~ r Je::;ire to 

do so t o n:1::,· ot· : er f>, ·o.i , u ::._l :;_ 1, vc n n o .:>rtu .it.:· of c0 n .:;· ,lti.1J you on t l. e 

sub j e ct. 

Jene-,ter me t o .::il 1 : ·)Ur rP l " t hc ; :, .. d :'.'ri•'.1 ,:l:.:; - mn:; nll 1::lcs ·i:1;;s be their 

YJ~r 2~·ectj o -~ tc fr i e !d . 
J • . , . ..J.:-·.:so.1 . 

the pre:-;e.1t occ F, i J n , c·✓ c . 1 :1ior • .-o , f)r it i.:-;, vcr:· 10 :1:: ti..1e s i.1ce I h.:-td he .::i. rd 

a .y th i.1 __; o • y')·1 , n,d if I h·d r ece ived n') i i~ t elli c... c .. c e b:· t :. i .:; r,n cltet, I s:10 ·:ld 

h a ve felt mucr. di ::;2 ro i:-it -·d . 

. e a re trul::,· o. ~•nir o f _; rec,t tr: v ,.1l l ers ; )Ur 1 ,)tt cr .::; .. _.o 1 ; no·,: for;1. a bo,k 

of trav ')ls - I h.:-vc :. ., :-, t r~vellint; ,· i ,cc 1 l· :: t rote t ::, :·ou ; .::::. :,d i:1 ::1 <:.:> .i::try 

in a l mo~ t 8Vi? r y rr:- : f> Ct • ; : 0 o , o .::- itc of t·. ~t ·:::1i c!l hcs bee n t 1!e ~ce::e , f :•.:> ,,r 

v:c .,l r in_: .s , t •1r: lj_':.'· lc r ::i v L:c ' or . ri .. c c :::i1·.·.:·d l :::;L ,.d, ::t :; tr i of 1 7., c ni..ou t 

1 O C r:. i 1 c ~ :i. n 1 ,., , ~ t ►, , .:1 c ) 1 t r, t ') ·, u :1 i f , r ".. J ... . ' r e t t :,· t J b 1.1 re - 1J y b ,J :> ; t i f u l. I 

·,,-,; _: t tr.":!r e c :~i.•Jf l :;f)r t :. " ::-ur:·-::i .-:- c , f .:-.tt,., _1di 1c for? or L, \'.' l,s t .,: l e ct ure.::: o : 

t::c Divir.it:· :-:-of":! : ,r o f J ·r c ·. 1.·c:: ; o.nd o.L.:; o to c.'.'ll~ on cv "' · .-:. 1 : •'::i ~ c l 1 t :iC' 

I::,l-nd -.,-.i.t:. ·: ·•,o--:: e n,"VC c .:?.li~ ::" · I n t :. ,--- ~- 0 cc u.o t io:1s , t)::;ctl:cr •:it:, r ·:d.:..:_:: 

DC') · t t l.e count~~.- - c 1 ,.,c t i:: ~ -- :.ell.; - t,-- ' :i.1 _; :~\,ctc >, cs - an l l oc t iri.i • t ) ·-;f>-

L 
• ) l,. 1:'1()' ' 1(' 
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Although at : re sen t I hcve no fixe d intention to ~bandon my ; re :J8~t calling, I 

am v;ell plea:::;ed ·:;:_ t h the time I have .s c.1 t in rcc e ivin . .::; rel i 6 ious in ., tructio .1 ... 

Most christians, I'm a fraid , devote f0r t oo little of t heir time to t h e study 

of t he scri !1t u res. I -1!1 su re t h.:i':ly k110-..ledge o f t '.,e doctri.'.leG o f t he bible cbes 

not nt al ] corre s " o :1 d t o ·t he ir v <J.s t i11t::-,o r t once... ,it , 1 a, dct2 r ,:1 ined t o c i ve 

ns muc )1 nt te n t i ,m n s _o--ibl c t o Lis 0ubje ct, t rL" t in ·, .. hettcvcr :::i t :c,tion I may 

be, I have knor,l edce, no t ) f t 1.c t l:in rl -.:-:i c :1 b~1 t of t :,.:t k ind .. hi ch 

mc:.y make rr.e more humble , and c:. t t :.e s,~'.:le t i ·.10 more u ,3e ful •.. . . I do no t ho-.·,ever 

intend to ; ive 1:· _eu l.) _y I hc,v c to, tron ~ n love ::i f n:- t ure f or tl:.:i. t. it r:il l 

advanta[e , I s i, ::,11 not b e li "c , ... rl 
'.) l .1 1, r:u. , 

ni;:: t reL:rn t J .: .... ::0::.""icr- ; J r.) €: <~ e di J ,l::J t :;u cct t:..: t t :. e:f ·::e re - e .~t i:1 hO~•C 

th - t t l· .-.·· mi: :1 t re t ·1rn , or t t t'. .L ... . e r e· :-;1 ::>f :,C. ! i ' - t:: ' ' ~ -~ he k ,1 O·. :s .. , .. ... L, l, · • ...:,, 

tude a:-: d fri c .. •1 0':i , ul d I t-e to _: ri eve yy1r c;0 1c. mY: ::c r ( \':ho· 

is al:no .· t c:.::: de:-r t ,) r;;c • :· m:: o · n ) - it _ b·· 

- E'.nd 

,ri• .d ,, _ 
the li ttle f :::; 
lies d e- :: ed ·::i t :.i:1 rn:,· he ,~r t t h i .s :no:1:; .~ 

may not c ho s e t o b e sud ic ,l :; b 1i .:..:e d ! , b a t ., mu:::t ·::·i t in ho 1J•2 o : ::iorc f c, vour-

c~le ci!"c, .:- ta:ccs. 

You S"'J t ·1-t i f : ·· 1 l _) J '. c,l o ·;,ar :1,11tr Jotter, ·:,1·1 ·, ic:1 t h e i ·1cl 'l.l"'' t ) rles ­

tro:r it, I w::>u l ,i hnvc t ·:---: sc. e fc 0J i 1.::; , ::'-~:-11 - .--; ·.:it i, ?ao re C.?lLC , b il t I .:-::1 re .:-,::;.:., ­

ur e d ,·1he i I t h i. :}~ t h:- t y.)u v:.i.l "".. int ·~ r , r e t m~· c i , tl c ,1o t b y -: Le li'-':, t o f c ,)ld 

critic i s m, bat i11 th -t of fri 1;.d.-:-' i:-i ; ,:1.1d if ~:0;1 }: 1e-.: :10 ·:1 hic::·11 1 :,· I ;.1 :c-i .. :e c. 1d es­

t c·~:-:1 yo11 r lE:tt ers , c: .. 1 l- ho• ... ·,·1ch i :-it8rc .. t I ut :. 1 .--, 11 t ::· t co,1c er .1s ny _ d e e r f riea 

i n ;:;din ., y 11 -.·n ,l r: bP. , .. i 7 ~.1.c; t 'J 0. ,<l t · •,, r:it ··) i t i;e,. i t ctiJ1 , cve .1 t ::) 1 h l · ss 

in, i t i-:; • ',- ,I.. 
• I., 

J. ., . De .. 

J 
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I ict()t Dec . 2·:t:i . ; 84-, . 

De a r l·h r ;.:i,·ct; 

A:o'..lt Chri~t .. - a1·l :1 ··: Yr.~r , I al'. oy., f e.-• l <J -; tro nc i :1cl ination 

to write t o y o,l . 0:18 re.:ls,n i s t ~1 t t ' ;,t i t i ,~ c u,.; t )r.1· ry 2t t :-.i~ sco.s_)n to v isi t 

one's friends, a1d c:.s I c :111 1) t c.::tll 0·1 you i:1 i·e:·son , I am di sTiosed t o ·:;rite 

in .s tea d. h.n-::,ther reaso .1 i :c t )1·t t· .e C. ri..:;t .:::i.s holi..::io::s .:-, r o u s·.1al l:: c1 :,: y s easo n , 

a seaso ,1 of .:,oc i r.i l :po. rti es a .d ;;l:. t :; at S~J rt 1) f t ·i :_· , a:-id .::: ; I hGve v e rj' fc,·r 

f'rienJ s ::e re f ,:i r v:hom I c are muc:1 , D .d ~-,1 n o t so ,. '..!cl. •.1i~~ o::;ed c::; a t othe r ti. :; as· 

to eng·a;e i:1 s eri•)• l .3 ::;t 1die - , I fi 1d letter ·::r .~ t ; ,1_; a ver~: l e.::tsa:1 t cve .1 i ·1,.; occ­

u ~ation. 

YO ' ! v:i ll ~e e b:,,· t'..e :p,,~1 er.· • :1i c :1 I .:;e:1d , t'.. t I h· ve lecn doin.:; my best 

in attc:r. :-- t i :,:: t ) -~ :i.li __:i1 t cn t Le :'•:O' le - l · cLei:1 ..:; )n t e:n:, ern .1c e c..1 d I co :'.. o 1rs 1 

the latter a v er:; i:i.teresti, --:;'..llJjec t - :;y l e ctu r,~,:; • ::-e u sur1l l :· v ec/ r:e l l a tten­

de l c y t he l edies , ::0t :'.,")il ;1.:-,,.-,., 10,vrr : ec·:i :0resti:1t et · ~ 'J. of t h,:: · , If j',i.l did 

not live s, f :- r r•":,._y, I s1:,:.,·o, 
0
-)·1 "!,i.te i.:cxc ··.::b2.8 . '::'l•ls is cr:r t &i nly n q;..icer 

idea , b".Jt rec1lly t e1·e i - :-;, .. c t ·1i1.; . • t iral i.:1 i t :-i fte_~ ,,11 ; f or I c : n s c : ;.·ccly 

find & .yt:1i :6 w·.i c h is :- ,,- le ·:::;,"'t. 11c r .::i ::;e~u tif ;l ide.:> '.)r c !1•~·.-: f ::.c t in r e.·d i :~ _, 

c11 int ere::; ti n.=; s ·_;l j ~ct o f _t: YI ·:1 t, ·::it 1.·:> 1t S) .e t ·.o i__::.t )f :-,'.) U co n11,c cti 11..; it. self 

i.1 .c,o:-:.e ·::::j" v:it >-: it, a cl m.::..: i ·1~ !nc ·;;is 1, t h:, t I co ,ld i n_-,art t 1 :,- ou t i.c. t \': :1 ich 

gr.'.l tifie s '.!e . The truth i s t c c. t, ev en in - c q i i t'i 1:; lc10:·led ..;e t :1e mi nd 1.•e ~ui res 

sympo. thy n,1d societ j· . There 2 re fe ·:: v:ho a :'e more <1. c cu.::: to -:ed t ) lo nely s t '.ldy , or 

or r c t i-.er to -tudyi ·1.=; •n erel:: f o r their o .. 1 0 r .: tific.:1tio 1 U:0.:1 I ar.1; a .1d not •. w.w 

who Je rive :::i~re r le~ :;ure fro:n th o:.; ·;,t c:ud re .:-J. i 1.=; , .. 1d ob::; crvnti:in , yet t :,ere is 

a wa,t of s o .: e o rn, to :erive ple.::i.:;u r e fr )m t :1:-. t ·:·:1·i. c ': :·leo.scs ·. e; .:-1 .d tiwugh I 

fin d ma:i.:,' ·::~-:::, o.ra i:1terested in ~.:-rtict 1; l-r r;irts of ·:j· t ln <·il t .:; .::,•1d s t •1dies, I 

find none ·,•,it h whom t ·e r c i s c: ri: r;ect sym_ .'.l t h:; . 3? t <a t it D!'' e.:-rs a .:; if I 112 d 

se t 'J"." a.1 i ::1a5e of :;0·1 in ny :.1 ind, as a de:--o si t n r y for t ho::;c t ho ,,:;r ts .:-.. 1d senti­

me~ts w:1 ich I do not c 3 re t o c ommu ni c ~ t a to any one el ~e ... I f I ..;o on t h i s w~y 

much lo'!1i;cr, I s .. all b eco• e ns my· t e ri ) u .-:; c a --:c r..1a.1 11e t .::i: hy::;icia:1, a1 • besides 

fill u~ all ~~ ~~r er. 

I mu .-:;t n ) t f or.:;ct t , ··:i ~:1 ::1u ~'1J all yo·1r r c l .:-t i,:1 :-:; , c.-~·c ci:-ll:· y, , r 

f:1t r.e r and ~ot her, 3 hr _ :1 ~· c h ri s t::1 2.-:; 3.. ,d ., ,;-.•: "iertr, : .1_d 1,1a 1y .1.)re o f t ;1c.1 , I do 

so .:inc c- :-el:, c:1'1 tLo :cl: tf 1 ll y . ':'he ::i~d caie t :· C 1d di ;s i : 1.:-. ti ,):l s o CO :U::JO :1 (lbo ut 

t l: e e.1d o f t :.e ye;:._, , O'. r•c,'.l :::' :: t o 11c 0 tra 1cc , : c r l.n ::., t)· c · -..;sc I h:cv c Ice 1 .:lc cu s ­

to :-: e~ t o lo )!c :; n, v:.i.t!:o·.1t tc1·~1._:; .:-, .:1 rt i 1 i t . . ,h !'.'eO'.'le s:,,)1 ld thc1 be :,ny i t 

i s no t e.:ls:/ to tell. fc rh op;, ::;o : e are ~l 0d bcc .:,use t :1ej" hav e reache d t ), c e:1d o f 

t J-;L1k t h,t after .. ,n :y uns:,tisfc1ctory ye ·~-::; , t ;;e next i .:; t)1.:: t \il .i.ch i- t ,1 cror:n 

J 
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all hopes, and bring th e ho.:: ine. th n; h ~ve hitherto so:.i~h t i n v oin - perhaps 

othe rs wish to b o11ish t h e se.1se which press es on them of t e care ::; a:-is res :_)on­

sibilities of t he co mi -. t:; ycnr , at l L;_ i r acco in t obility for L:::, t ·;_·]:i c h i s :,.:i.s t; 

a:-id no doubt the g r cc-ter :_--.::rt ~re me rr:,· be c c1 t s e i t i s t:,e c s to .1 .:::.1d t he:/ lilce 

it, nnd ti1 i:1k n ,thi1,:; ·or of i t. I t,1j_11J.: of it in no--ic o f t i,c _.: wa:,·s - tl".e ~-a.:; t 

ye <" r h: s it s f :--- 1lts it'> e r r0 r s its little r.1i.- f o rtu ,c s, as we l l .::is it s brighter 

s ots, but I c .:::in lo 1k fror.1 t '.1e e f -1r ·: ·· r d t t) t .e f ut:.ire in c c l m,1cs .::; c.n : iil !:ore 

I s: 1al 1 be al le t o ·.:i..:;s t:1.·0 ,t ... )1 it ·::it! 1 -.;o fety 

ond im:1rove ;e.1 t; ::..1d it i.--:; c: c0ur;, ;:;i :1_:: t o fee:l t J.~t I -:; t c .,d i .. 'Jla:1y r es:iects 011 

a hie;h er level no v: , t h.:-n .'.l t t · .. he ,::; i:1 .i .i_: of 1 - st :,,-co.r; .:-:id t . .:- t r10 t-·::i t h:-- t ::...,d­

in_:; all t :,e o _ ortu ·1i ti cs of ~), : -_ _- ;,_:_ c :. I ~:11::;t h:vc .1e,=l e ct c d, I ;_;0 ve in no r es ­

~ect f a l len b .::: ck. Yet it.:..~.:- o 

:pos ; ioly bri n,.; ; ,:uJ it .i.: m.) r t.:..:·_ i:1,.; t) ~.10\'i t L.:it t ,,er6 arc -- ~ .1;,· t..i ,'-:s desired 

to ·::hi cr: it can sc.:-rcc l :· c o:1d e t ·.c; one ·::!'lot occ·ir. ,~ to :nc :1 >1·1 is .::: ..., .:-i 1 seci ilg 

you - yet if duri.1_: tLe .,e:-:t t . ) 

h , :_; c , I et f ee t on o ll Scotlc~d 0 nce ~o r e ; 

If :,·)et '.'!ere t -, jud :c fr ) :-: ~ lctt "' r li;,:e t .is , :·) u mi ._;ht .c- 1·:,:· :>-:-e me to be 

a clo se t pi1ilo.s:>rher :::_. r> ted b -:- :· ')rc .::: fire i.1 :.is roc'..:i :_;- c ,.ri r, f' ,:; 111or.:::ili s ing 

u -:-o n t :1ing:: in c;e:1crnl; ~u c ·. a:1 O ' ini -'.)n ·::,nld )n\':cvc r be \'er~· i:iaccur:Atc. Dc1ri.1.=; 

the :p.:-st v:e':!k, I :;- ve bee11 c'..ie:fl:i oc c :i i ,~d in .· ettlinc ;, bo1tt t he i n::::·.t r .:-.:1ce of 

so ·n e y:recked f:O)ds _i_n w:;ic}1 :ny f · th r ·::· r; c .)ncer .1ei, Dun.1i n5 ~'C:) l e ·:::1:i ·.-:, re un­

·,rillin c; to ,-, oy their :::h-re of i-,:-: en~:.- of ;-;:,vi .1 6 their 1·01,ertJ·, a.,d reo .:;:>:1ing 

wit h those ·::1·:) r:ished extrGvic -- ,t su ... s f ) r ti~e ir -ervic es ; in shoi:t settli ,,.; a.i d 

battling wi th so~~e of t ;1e c i10 ice ~t r .:i. ·c ; l::; : r)dc1cc ' oy ::> tr cou .tr:,- ; .:i.nd t oday 

y:~sterda': a: t 0rno ) n, .:-r,;" i 1 .- ·:.. t .. a!1 old 1<omnn C· t ho~ ic ·:: o ca~e into t h e si10p 

and wished t o ..W tal l~ of t . . e i.•ec:. ,tti.e s of ni- :1c c uli,,r doctrina - Jf ..; uch o '.ic. 

;1usstimes o:::: t :1 i , , i s my lifi:? often m; de u:: , .::::.-,d i t i.s • ,._: renblc e.1'.)'!Gh, ond 

p resents ~nD .:,. o :-i.1or t ·rnitic, o f doinc co,d , so ::ia;-iy t :1 ~ t I often douot 1·1 .. ether 

any othe r ··~~ld ~iv c c ~ore . 

'.-1a:,,- Goi _::; r ;:- .,t, d cnr :-!er _ere t, tl: • t t . •3 c o ai ,,_; ye- r r.,:,: · be ::inc o f p r os_·e ri ty 

and n~ ~;1in e:::s t ') ·:ou c':1d your · ; ,3 :Ji may U1c U :, e :-;oon co:ne l'lhen I .n,,,:: -c' )"')U all 

ag.c.i!1. 
Y') i r • 

J. 
., 
,i • Daws) ?1 , 

Thu s t ! e ye ~r 1344 c, ~c3 t~ a~d end 
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53. 
:C:ct iaki r~i-; Fetr, ; ,r d . 1.345. 

It i~: ·:e l l y o u r ri 0 ,e ..,_,. 1 ,, tters , a1d c1 c ou r .:-,...:e .11 e r:i t little bits 

of fl o ttery, f'"l·., not-::it ,~ t - .. :.:.. c t · e -e e .c o,i:· - ·e.,c it s , r;.'.:l c : ti . e I sit doi·:n to 

\'!rite t1 :;011 I h-" v c t, :··~c .. :· r -;_;o.i 1 t my r:'.{t r ,Jr:ic ti ., i cl ity or r...-.1t o: ._;clfcon­

fide nce .. I c1.r; il.::: u.1·. ~J i:1__; bo:1 • L:ivc; hovi,,::; r, ._ tr,:1:; des.ire t J be free but 

t o it s rule •... I d ,) not ·:•rite t:1is t o J • . ; .D 

::,,) .. · \'i .. ot e.,v::. )~1s ) r t -. e..- .::. :: ;e t in.:: tructiv e e i s tles of his 

l~,- l f J'P Gi 1[, . • .. . .. 

no t, unl cs.3 yo11 c ...-.1 c1i .. c:, bl '"l ·,; • t t e ro •,t nf t e 1:wt· e r. i'.cm:· t ...-:-iks f or t he 

ske tc r. of y .J;, r ev,,r:: ci -~· ,::- :dst~ .ce --: 1c :. s c •::-:ics c ,1 .. 1f or t :ne °' lit -: le c1:·1 d brings 

you nearer t ' .e c · ~-·. cit:_; o f - .:;Jci..:-11 c .l:11~1.'.'..,ic, n i :1 t c:-d .1 f t .. e e.~tcemed b·1 t un-

c:rronct cible :'hilo o he r . ....... . . 

try to ::;ober my :.-:; elf i .t t'.) •,.-;_::.. le, I •.•till 

not leave yo u l o n s " 
:-\ r Irvi i1e ':D.., ::in ;1:· -c'1t :. •:? t L , c ) t .,:-.1c1 :1 c 1 . t :. i.1i .1.: ·.-::.2 t :·o•, hove w. ·it-

i ::: n ver:: -::ev e re tri:-1 f,r t ·.,--.•:: , h: v.i:1.:; _ revi0 ~1sl :: lo::- t .:;eve 1 e r i1d r en i 1 in-

f D. :-. C :/ ' t :-: e ::-- e a !' ,.., 0 :-: 1 :, f O l ~ 1 (' ft . . i s ,·i CO t} h.:- ::- :.7. f f e C t ('> ' 'Tl C _r C .... t 1 :: , 11i 3 h Vi n G 

t o die - Jesu s 'Tlck e s ·ne ha .. II 

to t r. e e ::;sent i~ l ordino. :-i ce s or,d do c tri.tes , o 1e of t·.-.o o ~i .ions u1us t be v:ro .i ; ..... 

I c 0ns idc r c o rrect vie ·::s ':. J re s, n0c e .-.:,or:; t ) t -" e.3 t ;ii li :. j_ :'.:; .:-. ·. ci U!'0 :1il r. i ng 

i:t t r:e fnith t -:~ t I c c:1:-nt hel p .s c.1k i 1,; s tr,1,·ly e.s;1cci~l]y t ) t!n::-e in 1•:}10m 

I f0 ,: l inte -:-ested ....... I re j )i ce i.:1 t :1 0 .. )')C of oci:1c - ,.,_ red t '.:> c o:1vinc- e you 

on t he ,c c0::1~ii .,:1r:1e:1 t o f ::o·, r 11 ro :.:L ·c: vi::-·i L t ..., u:::- , I do lo 1c t o convcr.:;e ·;;it h 

yo ·1 on t ne-::c s--11 ,jccts, . 1t I mu~;t t ::-.,, c : 1--, .n t t::> Le too c o:1f:i_ d cnt, l os t li], e 

:noo r ~-!is ~ Trnil \'J;-,o , in <1- f it of c.:-·l , ·.:c.1t t o c onv c ·t t .c· Pope , ~•·· .: er -

self co:1vert ed t , '.h.1· :1 CE t }olici :; .'.l.id i :--, ro-,f o f her :::; L icc::--it;; si.1c,: \--;' r r ,; ­

t'..l.rn hc:i: t n:<r:- t t .0 31.:i. c :: v eil . 
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h e r s incerity . . 3h e t hi ,l; s l .:;b ·rn l d ju ·t r c·.1c.in a " I'c,: ,_;y Docr.:,1.>d a ll my life, a:-, d 

as an induceme:-i t tol d ::ie ? .:-. t ne r 110.s lef t me heir t o al i l· j_ :-:; ~os ·es :~io ns if I r e -

tnin thi s e:-ivi c blc title. In ·a:/ s ,·1i,c1 ~·::n1 . ere youn5 d id yo u t hi n:~ so mother ? -

" Hem ! - :Sx~"e ri e:-ic n rr.y chjld " ... 0 ye - ye:; I q .: l t e :uderst~. ,d sc1 id I. 

:.l' :11oth c r ~ ol : ·::ill 

bu t 

r.1~, s iri t t , :. es n no tit er t o .. 1e 

a id , ,ii)-1 :" t !. t .ir, i .~ ~l~ :-lon e ! 

It i s su e :: o r e r e t re;:,t t · t .'."1 Ld,:1cro · .- cl:· t \:it \_ m'.)t 1.: r, I w:, sure it r.rnkes 

me l ov e he r ten ti~es bet cer . 

I al"olo -i:-e t :: 7t 1 ·.,'lv e .1 t r e·; t e L .:; t t •.:o boo, s ·.::. :i. c :. ~- .>u ;,ave so k ind 

l y se:1 t, :, 2v i .. _; 

have r eo<l y'.)ur reflectio:1s O" t..:. .,i ".' in y ,...; 1· l · · t let t.r:- r :•leased me :,1ost . . :"::ven 

It i::: al:-:io s t t') 1 te t ) t e l :: n ·. ::1 • t I ; ~::: - - :.)i .1 ,::: 0,1 t :: e first d:-:,· of 

t • e ye a r , b u t t h e f i r - t ~ rt ,.., f ~ t ;. • s .? G . , t - I t : ; . k - s ) :-:: u c r. t .) y J I r 1 j k in c; 

that you ·:;ill be 
·, 

. r c --:-.i .:- e o y t -.::: ~.; i 1 _· y,) u :-;a;nrna was ,·._ 

nieces t o a v ery earl~· l.i rec,;,;:f .:1. t. !, t te .1, I ·.·,e .. L t .) :cs _;__.s t i.1 di s tri o 1 ti.1z; D .iew 

Yeors hy,nn 0 .. d ., 'n , tn :~, ·.: · rd ::; of (J o f ou r ::;abbe:t!1 :: c ho l ;, rs, t i.ey c ::i:1c i s ted o f 

t he po )re s t :no : '" :r.i er,: l•:> lo ::'.: i:1_: c :: ildre ., o ,r city _T) d uc es , .:;o you m~~- i .. :c,tir e 

ho·:· deliG11te 'l t·.e:· :: '. rr. ·::it !-: t:.is lHtl e tre .:- t. I h :-d t ·:: h:1r1:: ho::ie t1 s ., erinten 

the di n :1.e r, n - frie ,rL; \'1 c r,:: ex0 - ec tc11 fr .) ., D,,lkei t .1 , I J i d 11::i t feel mucl1 i.1cl ined 

to e;1joj· th eir to_ics of conv c ·s~ ti ,:-, , s, • .. -- s .:;l~ d t .. ~t t : e:· l ef t at c11 e~,rly 

hour. I .:el t ver~ · m 1c:1 f .:. t icued , .:1..1 • l •:· Lied t :~ is ,c; .. ::· <.: Xcuse f or i..:. edi:: tely 

f i re .3i cle a:1d 'TI)' t !,o ::;ht s .::i::.::. o \·:cd t o f o l l::, \•: t :: e be.1d ) f t :~ eir ov.n i.1cl i nc ti:.,ns it 

·::[!::, D l :,te 11our l·c f '.) r c I t i.: ~ht :::> f r -::tiri. ,[.; - S,1 c i1 : re .se ,ts ~0 ~: :::> u t .. c ir.1_1o rta.1t 

1.n:rr tr.0:; ,re f orc ) tt e, . It i ·: 

for ri. :rnlity . 
/,dicu :!or _o.rct. 

I I 
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I ,,o not kno ·: ·.·:he t'1e r i:1 t r •~ L1trod ictions t ) y0 ; r lcist letter 

you intended t , 1•:;nrce.~ t .: or e ::>'J.r t erit i ci :-.:;.1 or v:.:ether 'Jo 1 \'1ro t e it with. either 

in view. At nll events, I lo not ~ean ~ • eritlci3e , f or t h i s very pl ai .1 rea son 

t hn t I see sec .· e e l ~: et.,. t '·i.; t o f i.ld f :-- ,l t :it:,, nnl :·) · kno w f 2-..: ltfindi !G is 

the chief plec,s·1:-e 0 f r.-jtiei::::r: . lf :,.· ,,u o.·c Ji:--.:: c ti s ficd \'rith your CO!Tosition 

I a'Tl in c 1 i :1 e d t :i •J ~: , ... e t t: . ..- t t .. c· f ; ; 1 t i i. , :/ o ; r . ; c 1 f :· , t •. er t : . .:.~ .1 in Jou r 

::~ t .. ":.ic : .11e,;10 ry often pictures 

respeetinc::; t .,•. possible 1 : 1 t.1 e --. t , : 1 ') n c e :: c r i S: ,, J. :: n tic i c t ions . I am 

not however ~u e t ol - r ·~d by t~P 

e tl c.s i :1 t · e f:1ir fields .... }: ich 

self <':-ic:'.· t, I .:\::. c:i ::::;: '1.·ed :- - •· r-l' t, J ).1> t ,-,_ •nueh -t t · • clo ',.1:.· thc:u .J. t t he 

bri cht :3ide o f fnt ; rit~· ; a -1~! :e:·):-_- . it .d_:;:: ·c · c• ter f ) r ::i e if I i:ere le ss 

and ti:e c1ttc.i1L,F' '.it of o· j"ct ·:::.ic:. I 1r- sirc;.:- .d if I ;::i.. l cs. :!)1:-i ,ly l,:, :::;:-. e r 

evils which mu ·t :-cco ·,:-;.:- n:· ever:· r1-rthl:i· ,·:1j1_;_;,e .:t . If it • re s o •: r'.:.:.. i)s I 

mi t,;h t h·· ve ,n0 r •' r,,.:; ,l ;::. ion ··nd d 'c iG:i.,) . . I a-:-. . 1H;ev e r "''Jll pl ·· ~·--c .:l t'. t s·1ch 

tho ·1_:;i1ts h:ve o~c ·1r ,· 1 t ) .... )11 , ;-,, :,·1 ,1 r.i:,J tln s y0 ·1r,:; el f be .,~.vetl fro ;1 s·1ffer·;_ •G 

tol ,l r.10 t: . t, befort~ --:,j' .:-rriv.:- 1 -i ·1 2 :1 :1 ., j·1u t)X ' Ctod t ) -ec S) 1° l,ind of n,)n­

descript b2rb-ri:::..1, :,:- ..- b,:,• in .:- ::: ) 1l:e:; j: c\tet, o 10 t; _ .. _.--., h· d b 0"' :1 o._-rc,:, bly 

di sap_ )inted. I t .ri <.::;. t ; t t ;.e t i e t : .. t i.t ,,_ • v •:- r :· l :1e:, ~· fo:c ::ie t :·.~t 11) hi__:;'.;e r 

eX!'•JCt -:1 tlons ho 1 b ,:-, '1 c1t c rt:1:.,i::: d . i.1 ;:\ t,c cond vi s~ t ::').:eve r I :--l:)·..1 ld :1 ')t hnve 

t h 2 t ,:, d van t ,... c e , :i. n , ; I fo f t: , ... 1 .:, 1 i. t t 1 ,, ... . : r c ~ c :-i s i ". c t : . t I :1 i G !; t , • • f f c r i :1 c o 1 -

.::; e()_U•:'!nce. 
I r-?s::-· ... et :nur dc,i!' •~ t :•-t ·,_, ':'.',,, :1' be )f 0 ·1,· .1i.1,l it; i r ·:·s ··· et t) t ·:e 

i'r1 •: tit ,1tio:1 s :11rl d , ctri. ·1"-; ,f :·.,. _:,-;_.,1 ....... I ~(" · l-i- v •.' t · · ,.:- ·1c fceli. :1_: s; 

I ._.,")Uld ·;;i::;~1 ev•,r:· ):1e t ) 1.-_ v t c- " i.e·:.- .... :.i c'1 I l: vc ,f r;cri. t ·i·,J tr ,1t1:, b :1t 

v·h<:?n I f 0u 1d --, e :-i I e -:i ,1 t : 1 i_r•vo L , b •· tr l •? c 'xl ti · s , cvo:1 t:10 .:._ •. t :.c:· diff -

0 :ced fr)n ·:,,_, ~, ,;..-, ny in . ,,,, t - .1t l1)j 1L:: , I 1•,., 11' be t '.· .. 1:,ful tJ:·, t t!1e:,· :- t lc:,-:; t 

h.:. ~ t :,c _:re - t 0:-:e.1ti ., l gift of f · it:. , - • 1 
.:-: o l be ·.:J.l:'..i:1::_-- t.) f o :-'t e· !' ·:;.t :: t ::- ':n 

if I c > ;lrl not e ,, wi nee t· .e:n ; a•vl S J I :::un ~ 1,c \'."J 1:..d :,.·1~, •••..••••.• 
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56 nlways f)und Snb . . - c ho )1 tc,.,,-·1i -~ one of t ,c :no:: t ir. .. rovin_:; emrloy-

The advice c.:..\'en :i·.)_. by y-:i 1 :,10tL0r ·,:0 uld scera ta indic "' te t h-. t . s;,e thi nl-;:s 

v rty hicl.ly of y h t; f ,r t:. ':',.) is c ,_, rt r• inly no o ffice t h· t d ,,:na,1d s r.wre self­

s- crificine; :-:l:!··:10.·s t >c, t',· '-. .. ::.eh . .,: .0 •::, :J cl n ·i _;n t1 j .. Jcl . I n,1 very r,;uch 

afraid ho·::,.,vcr,t ::~ t i: :·.J·., ·.1d I r:•?~'c r,t __r,rc c:1 t ),1 t; ,: s· .. 1e side o f t :.e .Atlantic 

I sho·.1ld be rl.i::: ) ,,., l t, iv.-. :·,1 ;: v0r~: di ff ere.it r(lvte, n:1 l t ) , ·t c. t noc1,;ht 

all t 11 e _-ros ects of u·c•f,tl·.,,--;_c, t· .-.. ntt c · t ·,e ~~lv c.s t ,.., t :.e o ff j_ ce Oo " Pegt..;y 

• 1 . • . . .i.. • :: ) 1 r c : i ~ t e , : • , : • .. , _; 1 t L i :M. s u c , co 1 d 

: :.J t:. ,, r de si r chi ne ro::;e in 

in blo0m. 

I "Jr:r SO)l1 sec )") 'l ::. _:- rin, .:1 .. • ',") ,: i r t e r, if I c l,lld ::,:: I .:-t.:l certa1 n, than 

that I h •Ype t ,) do ,o . 

J. ',1/. .) D. v:so '!'l. 

:!y de e r fri e:1d. 

· ::my :n ;_) nt1·,:; ::· ve r cl , 1 l ..,· ~::::; ·ed s i. .:ce I l ~-s t \.T.Jte t .J yo;.i [Ud, 

God wilJin[ I ho:,e it i::: j ·1..; t S·:> mrny :1cc r c ::- t~:c ti:n -~ ·:1!:0·1 t his i m:rc r fcc t mo:l.e 

of communic oti')n s 11;-, l l :n J-J·: 1)r be 1cccs. ry, b ..:t f ::-. ce t : : ce ..-e may enjo y 

f!'e':! interch-1 · p of t l:0.1 h t s r,'1] 1::-ini, 1::;. ? ,rt ' r m1r; t yi ::- rt t •1is time h.'.1s been 

spe:-it very li.t"le t0 my 1 :;_·~i,,.::;, ind0"d f H' :.: . .: l; .. ; t ;.· •.:o.1tl:s , 'o.1_·tlc o:-id ex­

citer:i ent ::;,'.) _-r ectl~· :,rr\· i.l :i ·t !.vnc , t !1· 1 I !~.--:vu >ft (.;.1 i.ndul__;e d a di s c o:1 tc i1 ted 

spirit, ')ltr.Jl, r,d t h~re f ore 

I o ·.1c:1t ri~ti8 ,tl:· t, hrvu o'.)r .. c i t ..... i t ','i)u lJ ; c tcdi,)US t) jctc il the :n:rny 

number nnd sur-ce. ,i'.)n of vi··· t)rs , -)ftc .. pc>:il c I c .- red little ;,'::Jo it . Truly :nuch 

company i s a ;.::-)::t s n c1 re, , t 1 .:-.s t I [ci t -1.1" l,' t ) s t.:, .:c: ~t, .L t -.•.-:,irl'; me i.1to 

,nrldly desir :.:; a.id '.' l e.:; r•J •.. cl ,, L':'itctc ·n"· t r-,1 •~r ti1c. t I am :.10 ., t unh ,-yi_,y. 

:' lc>ce, wh<Jrc the c 1, tr .. "11') :.,•l j::; e · c -:: din,::;1:,· l,·,cl~- - :.Le h1 .1 e .:'::d its i.1mate.s 

so c onr;eni[<l t ) ,:. y t;:; t0 • I r:- .. ·1 ) 

J 
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mind and placidity o f 1..L, "f'.! r I ever e xr•erienced. :-lr and ::rs K. the frie ,1ds I 

am visiting, E,re sc: reel :,· ~1i ddle n_, c ct re r s0 ns, 1•;i tl. two ;-;we 0 t l'lell trai :1ed child­

re n , An'1ie 13 and Geor :; e 1 1 . 1-lr K i G a ·:e <'l lthy f c1 r 1. er - t h i s hou se i s delight­

fully situated n ec: r t : e t ):_1 0f ::· slo i n__: hi l l ; a l.:irGc c-.: rd en frL1 ccl v:iti1 trees 

surrounds t li e ho ·1.se; b e:·on(l , on t he :;l0re , ~h e fi c ld c e xt c 1: t ) Eo ,1 :i ngt on , 

v:hich with its .:;li -:: te .1.:.·1_: r ) Jf s i t s c ;iurcl es ::: 1: c ::: t J·,cural l ie-· in t he vnlle:.,,· be­

low ... I mu ." t t e l l :,·0·1 . JnL'tl. i:1 _::; ::bJ · t ::rs Lelle , s11 e i.::;::: chri ::; ti.::n , a 1d I thia 

the most heavenly minued cxo~~lc o f - l n dy I ever kne~ ..... h e r husb~1d is e t 

})rese,t absent in i'.:nf;l 1J , yet lier s erva 1ts a 1d f amLl: • re re cu lrrly ~ ssembla 

while she offers u _, t :,e morni:1_: :: 1 1 ev c.1i .1__; s: cri fice with c s i d!)lici ty a :-id Godly 

sincerity v;hic i i s mo "' t r?i:'rc . .:: 1ii, - ..... I .::;.:-1 ,}) t G)l':-: · of he r hu .3bn.1ds a b.c;ence, .J 
as it allov, u- tJ c1~"lY m:.c c !' .i.1,.: C):1·: 0 :-.:::- t 1,, 0n 1·eli ;iE1 ::.nd ot ::c r to pics. 

It i s ~ ..::; _e r· t nlc-·s11:-e t --i bP . l · C··d ln t .e s o ciet ~· of c l. r isti ,rns , .-·~e re ex:-ierie:ic"' 

and SJmpntnJ of r co .1i:1 _.,s ,u,., t :-,ve .:i d i r e ct !,.-.;;-ro rt t -') ,:-:: c i·1 o th e rs - f f c ctions. 

last letter, f o r I o:-il .. }:- · t .i.l:; r ·· 1 ~:-i : r l et t e r ') .cc .:)\·e r, ·:Lc.1 t o,~e t :: cr with 

one of yo:.1r mc1.-::;azi., •.::; t • •! _: cii~.::, cc r ,J. - o. iJ i:• r -~ no t t , '.)c f o .. u d. I r ci t ··, e r .su .:; ­

' ri ,., .d :: t Lnl~ " J:i t J f :::i,;:.t out of mind " i ,_ t r1e best 

plan l'ii th tr.in~s rl' , ich co ~c fr ::>·:. y J~t - \': 'l,, l tl t · . .:i t I c D·i d ,., ;_ i srier, I migi1t then 

be induced to tell j·:) i mo r e i n coincc t .i.) !l •;:LL1 t ·1is s··rijcct t h :--:1 I i, re 1•,ri t e 

in plain word s - 1,diPu t •J t.',is :10·::cv e r, .J.c I ·-:i u :; t n,t ::: :-..1i'l in : 11 e in the mys­

t -::- rious ! - al t h0 n_ ui etly, I t hi 1··: you ,-. ~c rv ,~ t •,c t c 0 .1 • -~ im e 1 t retu:::-ned. 

!·'.is Isabell .::,. :-:a': 1e·:: ·::::-:-. •::i t ri tit :; ::.. : : :r,r ch, I rn jo ycri r or CJ ,~.::rny very much 

es~ecial ly a t fi r3t, ·::r181 I u :-t s ·u , t r r' c 0v c ri :1 ~ from influe :1z.a . I to •le a fancy 

t0 httv e o ~o:s,e ::J~'l t .. ic d0ct, r - t tc , d .:e , b·: t I o ii) t t .e re is re Dt f ~ith required 

to renr much be .1ef i t fro: t ··c infi :1 ite.-i:nal Jo;;c :-, 

Th ere &re 

r,o to Galn.sh:i0ls fDf' o r.o. t'., c1.1J I ·::il l i.1de·,' be .-oo rr :,· t o Je · vc t i1is delic,,tflll 

nlace and f ~~i ly. 

I concl ule •·it· .·i .. c,~ "wis:; , t'. t b~- t, c ;r•c,, f :-;-,d , ··e me\~: be en,bled 

mo re 0;1,l mo re t-J e1clor1 t e d0ctri.1L"s of):~- ·~·,d • ,d :;-vi0l,r J e~uc C'.1 ri .·t. 

'J .-•ry ,;i.1ce,ely ·,;, r s 
:;.:,r~· re t A. Y. :;,-,rcer . 

0f ) i' c,r rc :)1.,:0 ice 
I 

-re t : • 



wo :.i. l ci. be s c. 1 t , I h n v e .1 J · . .. 
. " 
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b ut; mu ~t cJ :1tcnt ,1 y ;elf with 

that I h ave hJ~)e l t 0 r f:'cP.ivtJ • l c t t,:-, r b:· cv "r~· :::uc:c e: ,d inL mcil for some time 

:past;and h ,,ve hithe rto b -:·"' !1 d i.:-~ ~1 int cd - :-w s iC ll ,li ;:: . ro int1:10nt either I can 

a s:::u re Yv ' l • .':] • t c ::-:1 ) v :: lee .. t r 0 r co.:::) o f ~nur lo .1~ ~il en ce ? hnve you be e :1 

trc:vellins - or ov er·:-~elmcd ·.:_;_t. ho ,·.:cl., ld c - r 0s '"> r onl ~; v c':.":· i d. l e , . .id not in-

clin e ! to r r ~ te ? I '1,; c tL,. t y·,·, li,•v 
\ 

n ') t b C ' l i.·, • t:.· i:;_ , . . . 'J r r· 8 r h C: l' S i L i S O nl Y 

to yier:nit a y of t'.. e.;. t) ·. -- ,..: •r 

hope soon to le-r .i c~ n f ~1 : 

It is 

skies , fi C'lrl--; 

t ~e shor f ~ll ~ on 

I sh~ l l have littl 0 t~ 

co ntai:1in c:; t :i e .~ c ? , I 

.. t 

t 

J.. 

" .Ti· .. 

rt l:.u t • c·~·•tj f ·i l s;.i. ,mc r, a:1 d bri ht sunny 

t· .,,. , l · ~t ::c :- , • .1el -~0 :, t of t . e J • b,u r of 

[ c .:i ·1r c - j·t'. ~- '__; r .:- t L,,r t li; .1 ~!'i evcd ; t i1ouc:;h 

) • t·id·· , - .. ·: !1 ))1> .- ) !' . .::,.;-,u ,],uCii t c :-::ce ta 

i 
cin I hcve s erj o·,s t 11:iu_/: ts of d1 ~. 1 '-: ~0 0r tr:,:i.1 _ t) do it next : P.~ r • 

...... Yo ;; !,1U,. t e :{CU C t .. . - r1 -: 1,-.- o f t :.l:' e .i.,·tJ.c> , ·bu t n1t h :- vi :1c had 

a l e tter from you, t hn re .:.s :-ntU .•~ t 1 r,1 --.-·e r - it wi ll !l -J·::ev e r . e :·vc tJ G :10v1 

t ha t amidst al _ .-:i:.- hu .sin0:::s ·lrs ,its .~ .. 1 ., ci, ... 1titic tr i fli'n~ - )0:1d senrchinc 

after true n::d u-- e f 11 knov1l0d _;e - : ·id do ::; irc~ t o d '.) : , ')d , I :,.--- v e c-o,:. e .:-: . .:.. r e time 

t o t l-i:.\; of y --:i•i , ond no i t:.,~:: f ) :· e t, no"." co::'.s0 t) \'QS! l f Jr ;, rc .wwal of O~i r m:· ny 

plensa n t ~ d i.n .o~c r 0::;-r cts inst r uct i ve r n~~lrs :-- ::d C l~v e:s:-- t io~c .... Po ~rite 

sO0n if r os :-- ir•lc. 
Give my :nJ ~· t ~..i...1c,rn ·-:> cl ·;:i.:;::0.::: t o :· )ur , f .:1tI1r,.· .~.:d ::iotl.nr r .. 1d ctll t :1c 

re s t. J .... )c· .. :::;0:1 . 

Pictou hu cu.:-: t 30 t h . 1 ~45 . 

De n r :-1.:ir J•rct 

mine to r)U , wh i c :r J ::; ·- o ~c •10L; h·ve :~,.,cci v od; .:.:::-id I c:n ·:-.:;·1:-c ) U ti. · t I f elt 

so rry 'th;,t I h· ,; n0t ·:··; t ,.,d c: 1 i ttle l o:1cer, til ~ I C'J 11l d h v e t :,,'n'.,cd you ~~or 

J 
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f o r yours, and told /"1 •. :)\', ·,·.clc0 ,n i t ·w .- t > -~. e . I t ir. ·:le 0d .,.,rived :r.os t oppor_ 

tunely, lik e a vi :::- i t fr) ,, E, kind ~-Jr i c,u s fri •-- .:d , -.fro c ·, e t o t e lk of the v e ry 

tri i ncs I m.oc.t nccdeJ c> : 1 ·::i:--'..ed t o Le : r . ;citr . ·r y , u nor I r,, s ~~c.-:; ::. t i1.:- t e i uo.bl e 

:phleg.1a ti.c kind 

and unruffled. 
[' 

o f c1 t e' .. r 1; •. e ~ t 

ve.s, an ,! 

us 

very muc~ in t~i - :::; t · t n lf 

i e s o f my 1 i f c - :-0 c :c- l • • t 1 

t 

d . 

.c 

c;li d ,:- s r;ui c tl:,· t l: :--o J_:;:. t .c v:0rl '., , unexcited 

>f c· ri ti · ·::-· tc· f ·,1 :,c.s :::; '.) Ver oursel-

t a rt e d , t ::) ::; · . 1 tLl.i s ·:1:1i c h ,nee t 

J \' 0 
1 

;, , ;u;, r ii : , ,; .i t l l ) . , for r.10 re of 

I \'iC· S 

It: i i .,~>• cl 0.1 c J f t . .r' ·_ ..'.'ec.te ..:; t di~'ficult-

: loym nts 

l. 

ce!"lce in b'.l.:i!"l c ss , ,.., , r ,-~:; t ; . • act iv~· :l •·v o ti ,n to :-, J l t ') : ; t ic .· \·::. ice " ri s e fro m 

consis te nt c hr ' .:;ti., ,s . .. 

pl a c e av1 1 -..i.r".1 t: . t •J f 

object ...... -- n~: : :- r,~f0: ·e r ~"\ J 0f j·~. d:L . ""~c· J t) • 

o f t i1 e ·;:) ".' l d . 

to'viv ·, v o c e ' c .v ,• :.· 

f o r -

t ) -lo , 

.. 

d, .. 
.; ' 

. , + 

leave !·. ) ,. .••. I . .:1-.· 

; · )rt·1 -,·:. ~- ,. ~ v i 

c ' , . .. ,, 

'I 

) t" t I <" 

I t -; 

! ' , C • t 

L • .-, ; : j • i l ] • : ' •. _l :: 

c,:n .:d ) r.1 t he 

.d yet n t bcin6 

r:i ,d - , 

r·~ t : r ctic~ ! le 
,_ 1~ ,11··: . ~ .....1 II V C : 



60. 
ita te " wh ere eve1· it .. i~Y bf' n e c c-; -n ry. I t W') ,ld i.1 t i.'uth, te muc h 0 .::1:::; i c r f :i r 

you to visit America, t:1.:-.1 f o r .,c t ) G) to 3ritoin - 0.1d if 3 c o t Lis,, yo...;.ng lad­

ies ~0r e os fe a rl ess: 

y ,u. I run rer·: ind e o f t ::._:::; : :: ,... _:. rl ,·:ho ., i.1 t .. n s:,o •. a sho rt ti .c o.:..;o , s ·. e 

t -J buy a bible to 

it vrs a d,11 :'l r; ce v: er<> - .-. c ,::l :•~ t ~11-~.t 0 f r.-~1 •::0r::, 1::J. t not su e r v,n:; es 

as s·.e l i~:od - -·:r·::cr1.:; ,f 1 c-· _;o ,l - 1> '.: i. t_ i,;L•l -c; l -"f t . 1 ctou for t ::·0 3t ::. t -:;.:; l ns ~ 

suu mer, to co int ). -e".'v i c r; :ir •. )r i.1 f · c to:·.ios . 

11 ,, t 

t·13 i nes done in .r ic to c1 . :;: 

i 1 i. i l' .. d :- ,'\ t • . c r , 

r,c i, ...'l • c'.:bcrriP~ , 1'.'.i. ld ,:: 1 

J. , • D ;- \', !:.: ') :1 . 

tor ,Ds i 1 .::; ov e r ::J 1~: t _j -~ 

" lto~~ t : ,_, r _:u.ilt_· , f nQ_l , r.ti 

1: l 

rl:i ~r·c ,1t· 0 .--: •• • • '..., t 

o r uc' · t ) : t:=_; e eem 

I v :r. , t l • " ,., • • • r 1: c· r ) :1 t c • ·v .i 1 .') 

, ·et o ~ )t: t 1~ _'. , ._._. ic ', t, . e , 

j. G t -. ' b'J t t --r !1 ) f • : . 

rt t ' ' ' 
t l ' • .. ,:1 b 

) :!' ri di.15 

•• ici: 



...... 

if yri u do , I : - T' , - • ·: ·: , : • ; J 

t he :9ubl ic 

sub j ~ct, r- l 11 :1 r, ','; t · • ' 
L ~·<: ' 

~f ) ~ t. ·~ r . . i , . .:; ~il 

3u t e ••..• 
,, o ... t ~, ;"\ Cl rJ. e r 

' : ,. . .. 
: r e"! ·..: 0 :,tl:· ..... 1 ...,. . cl .L. , .... 1 

'- - . c; 

an i I u <", .... 1 t o ( i ,; . ' ) 

. "' r •· ,. 

r ei •1 tro d .1 ce ·J l ef ::, re :·, 

had ~o j ethin~ t 0 d , 

h o Ii e I wiL :1.J t l c 

Dear '.{;-• rgar et . 

. .. · ... 
L \, • 

L ' , L 

'· '-

Ci1rl 

-
' -
t i 

I s:1 11 tr:,· t0 

61. 

G03 i _, , you ··1•J":1ld rob-

1 : tLi t' <. .. c ~r c;-t:lj co:r.~l i me n te d , by t }1 e c >, o i ce 

) i 1 ~0n on this 

t_;') d i ' ) .• ,-· c 1:0 .. ' ' 
.. 

:"'. --!·~ 0 u 

~in r 1 I .i ,, t o ff '•'C .:-.1 tl y 

l )C. - i.c: i ; .. 

):' 

i' t i.··' 

1,-,, LI r 

) C l ' t ) 

Th i s so 

2. l it tle 

.::>~ever I ve r y coon disc ')v-

t ) r :· t ) t el l ~ o u j u s t 11 0 \·1 ••• I 

t ) -~-· u • 1.:1.l c u.:- t on , n ri.ln ·, i n ;:; c o::: ,.:l? n -

o f , .. e t ) . ' 
• ",J'· 



62 . 
I mu -:; t infer t r.,t y.) n c r u t:i.ni se 3·1 rl c onclen11 , vri t)vn t t Al l ins me yo ur c -J ncl v.s­

i ~ n s , a cour s<:> whi ch 1 n c ': ..c· :;n .e t 1,i 11_; r>f ~: •• c .::i. 1d o 1.1r n 1d con fid ence of fri e.1d sh i y; ; 

hO \'tc?Ver I must not blc, ;:e > :>, , ·i. ,cc :,· ; •1 r; ·1 :,.; t . at all t l.c~c t Li 1__: ::; " r e r c :, •2 rv c d 

for oro l _ie rio..: ~l :.; 

qu e sti '.),1s ........ . I er·· .. • _, s 2s ~-o u, ye t 1::he n 

y ::i- : s h rink f:r ) ,; :-- ec'.- i n c:; :Lt ; -::, .<lit is ,,1l y r 0-·el~ .:.~ .d i :-ici ,e ·1 U-1l l~; t nc1 t, i n rea d·· 

ing o r c onv c: r sc t .:..0:1 , I fi .:l .::u;t:1L1 • t. . .:. t P.:<,c t l J s;i t :.:: 11 1y •;1a:lt s :. .,: f eelings. 

correct] ~; , ··:,, 3;, 0, l l ncc u to o.1r ~c l vc 3 t o .· el f c , , t, ·l c1. tio 1 , !lo t t o dr eO..iiJ a :J -

\'/orld .. . .. . . 1 .1 .1 :c t , 11 0 1r •--- lves , 1--e 1·;ill :10 t o:1ly 

h a ve le s-c- .1-:- ·t -::> f .::,dvic ·:.- , :·, t b ·..: - le t°' ..:;L ·: it t o ot• ,c :-::; •........ 

, ,,l ~ t . - r, l J J :10 t i 0· r • 1~· Bd i :1. ,; 0 s.-:- i( It i ::; ...... . :) r . . ~ j ·; ... ,., ~ f c r t ne 

mentio :1. ' ) f :.r-Ju r h u .•lv 1d d 0c. 

shoul d n0t 0 "' L ·· e d t G :1 ·, .:- .:,::: -:: co, u --- ct ,.:, d --it. t ~, t o f n 1~· OllL"' I t :1o u .::;ht 

um:o rtl.::, 0f :,--, u - I :: J l d t 7. t •,:·c r •2 t r e,3 i . .i i · c 1s;:, l lo : unlifir , ti. ).1 · , nee-

h 2,:;.lt h ; t i.e cb s enc e ) f E:1~, J f t Lc :: , C ,, l C :i uc r. n ee l of f o rb e , r o :·,c €:, l e, <~~ t o :'1:..1 \ 

tria ls, t ) v;: _ic h noone :-:::1 ) .1 ·;;il I 
~ 

l ·l .. 
- j o r Vi i t ;10 l t v er:· ~tronc re .:1:-; :>n X --, .-::; e h im 

or h e r self 

li g:: tf 11 s<>a r• o n of 0 ·1r /P ' r, ·.--: .e. t :. e t e:i'l · e r r· t ir e i - .10 · c ~· :- t e , t ·. e s :~i c : s e r en e , 

l n te fr iit '": r· e - t he lc.'.' ve :-; , r ::-: inn· ·1: t , t 1r n to .'.'?'t t u:::1.:-- glo rioils col>t r s . 

:-ray 30 --, d n t te :1d : · J· t .'.' .d .:-.1 •. y '.)ur r el.:· t iv0 s , 

r e:::;a r --ls . 

J e a r :-1a r _:a r e t 

i v c t . CJ o l ~ my ki nd 

rt o f t Le 

d a_ · in "!'it i :1 • t '.) ;:J·1, .-~:. d , not in t e ,,i t abnnd ):1 t · e c s t .:>::: - it s e0::1 c r:-: t !.c r 

n·:::--: v:c. r d t ') ·,1:i , :1 yJu a rr.er r :: r ,. r i t .as , i.1 :i let t ,, r ·J _ic .. :,· )u c , n,o t :c ccc ive till 

s o r.ic time in next year, :J)'l ., , _. }".H,ev 0 r, be c,s ,;ured by it t', · t I di d · i , J; ::ou o. 

:-ie rr :,· Cii ri c t ;- s , 

I 

J 



ins i.n ten :n.i.nutes , nn 1 ll" • .. • >1tld b,:: ·,1- l tJ t ake a 1:· t Li.1 ,_; , I ·.:r 3 un r rc1) rred, 

,:.l.111 h:.d ti ~,e only to ,·,-..'[l:1 ·1:) et fer: li'.tlc "!.: n· -.8 e bo )'.,; for t he childre .1 , ;.:--,~', 

r-rite a r:t,'e v:i,ich It: j.,.:~ i s ."'c-rc ) l y .·o rt i :.: e tr,)·.1b l ..: of re .- 'i1c. ''ho,,,'.;h I 

hc,d nothi .1_; ot h ," •1 1 -.·:i .. ic :, I jud ,_;., d su.i.to., le f,r c1 c !, rj. : t.1a 0 : Gift t 'J y .)U, I con­

soled myself "it:: t l.e :--.. J e t 11:, t ,, r J..:::,; bc• f:)rc "l• t '.1r! r :ccr :1.:- ci :1.:-,s~ed, I rniGht 

be able to "· re ,,e , .. you 1"it:1 .J:1e in e1'.'J. i.,. t cc.d of G' 1dL1,::; it. 

L c>2 t ev-::ni 1 • I rc·d o. l .·c t ur-e t J 0 :r Li t :::-·~r. --::, c::.et :: on t:1e scenery of 

ifovc ScotiF, - ,:,;o, 1 .,;·ib j e ct, 

\'!ho h ·ve l ei:: .. ur,,, '.) r tc,-::t, t) rn:, mucli rtte 1t i().i t , it i .. •• 1 ti c s. I ·hc'. by r::y :,f 

illustrrtirin .:- !:,:·:: 1 -r·t: 2.1'· .: r .--:::~._;s >" ·rt ictul ·r ,•.:ev·s ,' .. l 1 _;c vcr;:,l ho mes -

•. i ' · . .., t ... uc·. 1-J - )f e ' feet. I!,~rA y ::i u 

11-1:.:ti t • • e . 

nected it '. t:.e o t office t) 

e .1closed, 

t ird it u t I .:1 . .::i t r.. l ,) SS 

so . .-, eti:ne.:; t , d' v i.1c t i.., ,f 'J .. ~ of ~~n-0 ~r e mot t ie s, ct~d so etimes 

v e ry god -~vi c e , ~tich I~~ 

Durin_: t :-~ ::,c -t :·,:::: r i , , ·<l :i. t:.i .:- '. • t I h V •"J b 0e n .~:) re --:c ri)usl j c.1-

S<'G0d, more invvJ.ved .i:1 t .. r- :-i ct. trl l :.:; i :H;.--:.- , f life, t .. r , .-- · :· -:-rcvi ,us 'J.ie ; ond 

for t hnt v c~y r n~son mo re d~~ 0 ed t , 1 1 . 

" 

or 1od h·s :ive~ us '.:e; · re uo ... 1d t ) ·;, c f or t .e b ene fit of all, et.i d t .• t in ' 

t his :-:111: t c 0 n si~ t ~.11c o f t· .c hi ,.c::; t kind r:i f :1::- · i ·1c ~s. 1'i1,1~ I c .1 cc c; racst 

·::i t h'J~l t bni :.,: i.:;lo ?:1y , ;,rid c~n ,"li~vc t ·. cit, .~rt.e r ;il l, I ·:;; ;•s h ci y ·,,, t :.e ·.y­

est. 
I u . , ,1 l t 1 b e i 1 o t . · r 
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Pictou March 27th. 1846. 

Dear Margaret. 

You must not feel very sure that I shall be in Edinburgh next 

autumn. You know enough of me to understand that, though I may sometimes be a 

little obstinate, I am often not very decided, and 111ay abandon a cheriahed plan 

if any important difficulty opposes, or injurious consequence s "ems likely to 

follow it. The amount of the matter is this, that if I can, without serious 

injury to interests here, do so, I will revisit Britain; and I am the more in­

clined to do so, as I see that I am continually becoming more and more involved 

in work of all kinds private and pu.blic, so that every year it becomes more and 

more diffic1lt to leave ho me. I mean to make ready as f a r as I can; and when 

Autumn comes, If I can go I will, if not I must stay. - I do not well know why 

you should feel as if you wo ·.1ld " hide from rather than welcome " me. A game of 

hide and seek would be rat her a:1 odd reception for an old friend, and you know 

you ~nd I must me e t ~s friends, very dear friends no doubt, but a , the same 

time ·very wise and serio ·1s o :1es. .'ii t res pect to my views of future employment 

I do earnestly wish th~t I co uld devote myself to the cause of religion, wholly; 

but I cannot now a ee &ny feasible way of doing so, in consistency with my feel­

ings towards my p· rents, and the dutie .s I owe them. I intend however, if God 

gives me time and opportunity, to qualify myself as far as possible- for the 

duties of a religious teacher, and thus far being as useful as possible whether 

I can or not ever actually discharge those duties as a pastor. If I revisit 

Scotland, I will probably do so with a deter _mination to srend as m~ch as poss­

ible of my time in the Theological seminaries and :'ree church. At the sa'!le time 

ho1rever, I see no immediate prospect of leoving my present business, and will 

not do so, if situe ted as lam at present. 

For some time past, I hcve h· d too little time to do. muc!1 in the w~,y of 

self-education. I have been rea,.:. ing some Hebrew in the evenings, partly with a 

view to knowing s0mething of the language, a!ld partly tor the purpose of under­

standing more perfectly some of t he passages of the scriptures. I have also With 

in a few weeks attended a singing class with the view of getting so~e addition-

al acquaintance with the principles of music, and it pos ~ible acq~iring eno~gh 

skill to sing a few psalm tunes in a passable way. }erhaps I ought to place 

under the same head two or three evening parties ·shich I have attended dt.1ring 

the winter; as I do not dance, and there are not us11ally many cousin Margarets 

to be fou!ld, I only stop an hour or two to hc: ve a chat with any intell~.gent 

friends that may be present and come away. So you see I am not entirely unsocial 

I thank you for yo ·.1r kind inquiries reapecting my father's deafness. 
He however, views it as merely one of the infirmities of old age, and has always 
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been unwilling to submit to any tr&atment for it. At present it troubles him 

little, as he hears pretty well in spring and summer, winter being bis worst 

time. Besides he has not faith in homeopatty; and as I think you remarked in a 

former letter, a good deal of r~ith is requisite to enable any one to profit by 

it. ~-or ay part I believe that nearly all general theories or diseases and rem­

edies now received, not excepting either homeopatby or the more orthodox tenets 

or the college or surgeons, are founded on very imperfect views o! the human 

system, a~d are therefore wrong in practice nearly as often as right. An intell­

igent person, with a good general knowledge o! human physiology, and proper att-

ention, can in ordinary circumstances take better care of himself than could be .J 
taken if he acted under the advice of a hundred physicians ............ I have 

seen too many practition0rs with little to recom~end them except a certain sol­

emnety of manner, and confidence in prescribing tor everything, whether they 

understood it or not. - But I must n~t follow this digression any farther. 

My- ■other has yet been very little out, but as the weather is now becom­

ing very mild and sunny, I hope she ~ay soon venture on a daily walk. 

I am glad to observe in the paper you sent by the last packet, that the 

}riaroses are becoming more numerous, but was very sorry to see the death o! Mr. 

Cleghorn•s child. Do not omit to remember me to all your sisters, and give my 

most grateful good wishes to your father and mother. It is pleasant to think ot 

you all, and all that you saJ of music drawing and country walks calls up very 

pleasant memories, with a sigh of regret that I am eo tar 11QY, Or perhaps l 

should rather say that you are. 

It is probable tha~when navigation opens, some o! my friends here may be 

taking passage !or Britain, and in that case, I may send my next letter by some 

ot them, 
Your affectionate frie~d 

J. W. Dawson. 

Edinburgh May let. 1846. 
:--1y dear triend: 

I expect to be unusually busy for sometime, and thereby perhaps 

prevented from writing - I write now shortly to thank you for the books which 

you sent to the nephews and nieces, we distributed them among the children as 

we thought best - I thought it would not be a bad plan, to let them have them 

only on loan until they had re ~d them and could give a fairly accurate account 

of their content, when they would become their own property. 

Accept my thanks uso !or your last nice long letter. Nhen I first read it 

I felt a little a ~used by the unceremonious manner with which y~u treated my 
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fine logic; for your ans wers returned with a power of reasoning, which swept away 

my poor weak ob servatio ns with as much ease as the ocean wave effaces the sand 

traced name, but as th e receding tide leaves another opportunity or retrieving 

it, so when the first effects ot your powerful argumente subsided, again I find 

a few new tears ready to arise etc. etc. - nor would you be surprised at this, 

did you only know half t he warnings 1 hear about th e da .1ger s a:id snares to which 

talents and learning expose the posses or. ( I cannot help thinking that this 

latter subject is introduced and dealt upon with design). B~ that as it may, 

I confess that t e s t u ]y of the scriptures either in Eebrew or our own language 

can tend to evil ?.Excu s e me nowever, affectionately re~inding you ever to app-

roach the s 3cred volume wit h childlike dispositions, desiring the sincere milk J 
ot the word that you may :., ro ·.·, t hereby ..... 

Col. Mathison has been in a precarious state of health for some months, 

until a few weeks ago, he put hi mself under the care o r Dr. Henderson and has 

gradually bee.1 restored almo s t to his us .ml he : 1th. an ·i awaits milder weather to 

to walk abroa i again. 

My next work, 1! al l goes well r esents . ~on the whole an agreable pros­

pect, though a most dis ::: greable process - nothing les t hcrn our removal from· 

Windmill .3t. to 11 .'.rniaton !-'lace, ,ewingto .1. This event wil l indaed be an epoch 

in my en.stance, it being 18 ye ;:, rs since -..,e came he r e, all my ideas and. assoc­

iations of home are co :icentrated 6n tLis s ~~t - every nook and corner b~s its 

tale of jo1e and sorrows which to memory are very ~ear. l know not how I am to 

become reconciled to th ~ change Considered in itself, it is a decidedly de~ 

sireable change, bein ~ a bette~ house, with a sweet flower plot in front - a few 

fruit trees and flower shrubs at the back. ·:le have long scught for such a hous~, 

I trust my parents will have health and long life t ) enjoy it. 

When you next write, please direct your communicatior.,, to athe aforesaid 

address. 

My dear friend: 

Yours very sincerely, 

Margaret -

Edinburgh Septemoer 2nd. 1846. 

It is no w a long time since I he a rd from you and longer since 

I wrote: time however passes so swiftly especially in summer while we are moving 

about - tor you know we are all very fond o! jaunting, anj all of us have now 

and again been away from home, but the drooping leaves and r i pe ning grain remind 
me ttat that season is now co -n e whic h hope has associated w.ith your return, and 
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I still think of it as an uncertain event, and this principally induces me to 

take up the ~en to inquire what your decision is respecting it? Even now I reel 
disappointed !or I had hoped yJu would be in time to see our foliage iu freshness 

and beauty, or at !arthere&t before the fruits and grains were gathered, and the 

rustling leaves scattered over tha fading flowers, bit already the earlier trees 

as harbingers, announce the aproachi~g decay of all. 

:-Iy ignorance of the difficulties , i! not inconsistanci:;s, which I know 

many believe to exist between God's account of creation a~d t~e discoveries~! 

modern science prev P- nt me to i~telligently shcring your joy tn the $atisfactory 

rejults of your study on this subject, but I can readily understand it to be more 

co· .firmative to your fait L in all scrirture being given· by inspiration etc. and 

cordially unite in the hope of your being enabled to_ prove this truth to some of 

our poor fellow sinners who being wise 1 !1 their own conceits, are fools in the 

sight of God ..... 

~peaking o! books I lat el y reed one you sometime ago recommended to me -

" Julien or Scenes in Judea" and we s well repaid by the clear understanding I 

now have of the condition and sxnectation of the ,Tews at t il e ti.!: e of Christe com­

ing - At the same time I was forcibly struck by the strong resemblance the mis -

taken views the jews had concerning the character of Christ I s first comin·g bears 

to those, we, the Gentiles - now entertain re~ariing His second coming, but in 

this nlso what the Lord by his proph ets foretell is b .) ing fulfilled. We might not 

perhaps agree in this comparison but as we agree respecting the truth that saves 

our souls, l~t us eX8.!lline ourselves and see that we are in the faith remembring 

that day is approaching when we snall know even as we are known! I rejoice and 

tremble at the thought. 

I must nJt omit to tell you that my friend Isabella Mathew is married to_ 

Mr Hall , a pious amiable young gent, with whom I believe she will enjoy much 

solid happiness - he is an architect. I was present at the important ceremony, 

altho' not without a little fatigue a nd trouble in consequence of having promised 

to be present at the marriage of another young friend ( Miss Pirie Dundee) on 

the 7th. and Isabells's was on the 9th. July - thus leaving the intervening day 

and night to travel from Dunde e to Galashiels. I went direct through by mail and 

reached the l~tter place at 4 o'clock on the morning or the 9th. - had two hours 

sle ep and L'Ose fresh as D daisy, nor did I eve .1 after feel any bad effects from 

the unusual excitement. 

I might fill much Faper with interesting public news such as the resus­

itation of the anti-slavery question, in wbicb I have taken a lively interest -
but I presume you notice such s ubject s in the nev.spa . ers, so I will content my -~ 
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self by telling you all ~y relations are in very good health at present, this 

comes hoping you and yours are in like condition. 

Yours sincerely 
Margaret. 

F.S. I should tell you, that !our weeks ago a duplicate Margaret Anne has 

appeared in the shape of sister Jessie's little daughter. 

How do you get on ~~th your music? 

Pictou October 1st. 1846. 
Dear Margaret 

I sit down to answer y~ur last letter, without very certainly 

knowing what to say. Just i magine me keeping shop from morning till night, and l 

sides the selli~g, bookkeering etc., looking after tenants going out or and com· 

ing into hou 3es, and nttendi~g to a hundred other things r ublic and private tha1 

use ~p hours :nd minut~s: ond father tha greater part of . the time at his farm, 

and mother very in~ i:r-::: i~ r~ ... :, t n. And scarcely half the ~a, out or bed; then. sa~ 

what likelihood th ,~, is th.:.: t I c<in ::;oon leeve ·all this, i3\'C: 1 ~or a short time. : 

has tr'i..i.ly been wc,rk, W•.Jrk, work w~_th :ne for some tim P pa~~. reverthelesa 1 ent ◄ 

tain a faint no :,e t:rnt, towardF- th n ai:,proach of 1•:ir,ter, the:, 11ay be a lull whic 

:aay enable me to think ag:..i.n of a run over t he watar. '.-1y motl e ·8s weak health 

is a serious eit2tacle . I fe ;, r the effects of the wi.~te!" ou he · , in her present 

state, and even n~~ tt~r~ dre few days sufficiently fine f~r h •I to venture out. 

so that t here i~ little opr,ori:u:1.ity for her to 1· ecru1.t he,.. ~· elf ~: exercise. 

There is a fine large shi r uJ w nvarly ready ! 0 r lau:i.:h i. g , and which n: 
l:'..ke1.:r c .< ' .. -'°'" ·: ~1-,. nidril ~ ~r thio C".ont.r -If I do not get '!'"E:ct c: to go in her, 

by nexr packet w eth~r 

.r.ll lil;ely be abl" 1) let you kno 1 

-~o. I fea r it j 11 be the lat· 

ad if tr. o r- is so auch work for me - ~ !10111c v, 

from hort- , knowj_ng that thos e I l~lt behj_nd we.L·-o 

, ~ ·~ot : Eel easy when 

"~~ • ,1ed. 

You w~ll t :1ln.l<, l ru._, ::;ut":, tr·at 1 ai!l r.•!ALn ·.;c' . i j• ,1·.1bled ·,\: • h the cares o: 

this w:'.\rld, and I often think s0 to; but the., l am so si tuated t l .. it all.lost con­

~ta:;t o-. o~d&nr.a L; re.; ui rrd, ~ven "J.1hen there is not :n ·:,~ •1 t einf' ,ne; and gener· 

ally th·ere is a ho.;t of thi n0 s pou1·~11 £ u ,0: 1 ·ne to 'b~ ~hn0 1'h .i cl-; 

without a deviation frjm duty. 

cannot ovoid 

I hnve r.c1d little time or late f;)"C' 1iterPry la:10ur of an kind, but by 

using s11ch ;,ortions of evenines, as I c.::>ulrt sr..1tch, :;;:;.ve .iJl'c s:. ething; I have 

howev'3r much u~finis •. td that I wo..ild like to perf~ct this n1tum • I hoi one lit· 

excursl:.;n fr)m homa, s!:ortly 1:1fter I last wrotiJ a.-,d :::;av- s~11e p itty scenery, or 

wh LCl-: ! hope to e:l10w ~·ou sol:'.e <.,ketches when •·e me•' t ag:~in . 

k r " J i, in one e ;;: e ct. There is I can arrr eciate y,: ur r~ :n<:i r s o - • 
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even 'low a manifest t "',1dency among pro ressing christians to accomodate all parts 

ot the scriptures to the views and prejudices of the day. This I suspect has 

always been, and is a natural fruit o! the rebelliousness and perversity of hu -

■an nature. It does very markedly appear in the interpretations of the prophetic 

parts of scripture, though in that its effects are not so mischevious as where 

it leads to blindness to im r ortant practical truths. In the matter or Christa 

second coming, it will scarcely be fair to accuse any of blindness, unless, when 

the event happens, they fail to recognise in it the fulfilment or prophecy, in 

the :neantime dark views m~st be treated with leniency. as r rophecy itself' is, and 

I believe was intended to be, obscure. ,Ve would allow a Jew, before the first 

advent, to heve imperfect views, which we would consider inexcusable after the 

apparent contradiction of th , old prophecies had been reconciled by the fulfil­

ment ot all in the person of tn -- Saviour. So th~t if you or I entertain unfound­

ed expectations res pecting unfulfil l ed pro ~hecy, the chief danger is that we may 

thereby be blinded to its real f ~lfilment. I will give you two instances of the 

evil effect · of such views. The first is the t.::"rle:ic )" to look for the foes of 

Christ only in popery ,.:1d the ecclesiastical tyranny of rulers, and to overlook 

the anti-christian elements existing in our own churches, or those we may think 

most pure. The second is while we look forward with hope to the glorious things 

promised to the ch.1rch on earth, to neglect the truth that it is only in proport­

ion to the increasing n~mbers and purity of Christ's true tollo~ers, that his 

Kingdom can truly come, and his foes be really overthrown. 

I s~ppose I have seen notices of the anti-slavery movements t~ which you 

refer. It is a go::>d cau s e and will prevail, in spite of .-· · -~·· q ,...,,.~ '"·· ... ~ ..,,..,. 

neighbours or the so~thern states. 

In conclusion, I do very e~~ . i) 10ng to s~e Edinburgh a&ain, ,u~ then 

would it not be wrong to leave mJ ~r.:? -.:: e:1t rost if I cann0t do E: ::> wit ?lout inj·iry 

to -ny father and mother, -;ay the l:e 3t l:lee ~; :: 11gs r~st )n :you all. 

~o ~r s arf~ction3tely 
J. W. l>awson. I / · , 

f 
I " 

J 
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24 St Patricks Square 

January - Tuesday Evening - 1847 
Dear Margaret: 

jhen I last wrote, I expected that we should now have been able to 

speak to each other on a subject or which I did not then dare to write; and 

though I had made up my mind, and also promised to your rather, to consult him 

before saying anything to yo:.i, I had no anticipation that he or your mother would 

not consent to our having so much communication RS would enable us thoroJghly 

to understand one another's views and pur poses, in a ~;i tter in which we are 

surely not less conce :· ned a :1d likely to be affected for good or evil than they. J 
It may be that, in so long a correspondence, we should have been more explicit 

ere now; 1! so the !aJlt is mine, end all th a t I can now say in apology for it, 

is th a t was at least due to other causes th : n want of affection towards you. 

This however, renders it all t he more proper, ;~_ :-id even necessary, that we sho:.ild 

now have an opportunity of con s~lting with each other. Though I believe that this 

is right, and sho•Jl d not h ve bee :1 opposed by yo'lr parents, I have waited in the 

hope that their views might be somewhat modified. I believe, however, that I 

have waited in vain, and in these circumstances I have determined to ask an 

interview with you, that we may have a few minutes conversa tion on what it is 

right for us to do in the very diffic~lt circu~stances in which we are placed. 

I do not know what time or place will be convenient or even possible for you, it 

disposed to grant this request, however, may I suggest, that if you could take 

a walk in the meadows on i"riday or Saturday next, I will be on the north side, 

near the place where we us ed to enter them from the square behind Windmill 3t, on 

those days, fro~ 2 O'clock till dcrk. 

You must understand dear Margaret, that in the event or your considering 

it wrong to meet me in this way, or of its involving any inconvenience or risk o! 

injury to your health, I do not wish yo:.i to att9nd to it, !or however hard it may 

be to be debarred fro~ conversation with you, I can bear tha t more easily than 

I could being the cause or a~y injury to you. It is also possible that there may 

still be some prospect that your mother and rather may not always be so inflex­

ible. I! you thi~k so , it may be better to wait a little longer than to do any­

thing or which they may disapprove. 

In any of these cases, I woJld of course like that you sho .1ld let me know 

your opinions or µosition; but as it is possible that you may not be able easily 

to do even this, remember th a t it is better tor me a 3 well a s for you, that I 

, sho11ld have a walk in the meadows for au h:> Jr or two in vain, than that yo'.l sho JlJ 

get into any trouble. I reel dear Mar~~ret, tQat in this matter we have ne ed of 
~ 

-
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much wisdom and moral strength; and I pray that God may grant us more than we 

have, I feel however confident that out of all these tro~bles good will come; and 

have even go ~d hope that your parents may be induced to abandon the position they 

have taken; since if your feelings toward me are as strong as mine are and have 

been toward you, it would not be hard to show that their present position is a 

most injudicious one. This is the chief reason for ~y now being anxious to see 

you. I am fully aware of the many real s acrifices which yo~ must make it you go 

with me; tho~gh I also believe that you would find many counterbalancing goods 

ot '-:-1..ch you can have less knowledge c1 t prese :1. t. It is the weight of these apl,1-

arent sacrifices in your mind, t ha t I have always regarded as my chief difficulty 

and if I should be so hap i y a s to overcome that,I would fedr others little; it 

that cannot be overco~e, the others of co~rse need not be meddled with. 

I am yours most truly 

J. W. Dawson. 

idint~rgh - Friday 15th. 1847 - January. 

Dear Margaret: 

I thank you for your kind promptitude, and also for the thoroughly 

wise and right feelings which you express. I love you too well to wish you to 

do do anything that you could ever have just cause to regret; and I have the 

moat perfect confidence tha t neither I nor you can in any way be losers or be 

involved in greater difficulties, by having the most scrupulo~s regard to the 

rights and feelings of others. I cannot se c that in this respect you have any 

reason to blame yourself, and I feel very sure that you are not likely to give 

any one just cause to blame you. 

I must confess that I too have felt much uneasiness. I have worked away, 

with a stone heart, at !11Y business and studies, but it has been hard and rather 

heartless work; an i then, every p~rt ot the town is so full ot oblects recall­

ing the memory of happy times when you and I could talk as much a s pleased us, 

that it was scarcely possible to feel comfortable in the uncertainties and 

doubts of the present. Yet in looking back to those days, there is grPat reason 

tor hope and com!ort. How grent have been God's mercies to us in the interval. 

It we were gayer then, it was only in cons equence or less thought, and not o! 

greater cause o! happiness; and while we have been far apart, and have greatly 

changed in our views both o! thi ngs tem r-oral and eternal, our thoughts and feel­

ings are as much in unison as before. Surely then we h3v~ now still bette~· cause 

than we could then have, to take courage when we look forward to the future. 

I have had a letter fro~ home informing me that all is well, though of 

course they do not yet certaL1ly know where I 8.Jll. They will however know in two 

or three riays. 

J 
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I began this, merely with the view of acknowledging your note, I would have 

done so sooner, but have been drive~ about by business, which I could not neglec· 

without incurri~g the charge ot carleleseness. Trusting to see you very soon, 1 

conclude, as I should like you to call me -
William. 

Edinburgh, January 22nd. 1847. 

Dear Margaret : 

A tew days are, in some circumstnnces, a very long time, and I al­

ready reel it to be long since I heard anything or you. Another week has nearly 

expired, and so far as I know everything is just as it was, and what is worse 

I know ot nothing that in rresent circumstances I can do to make it better. You 

must therefore excuse me for again writing to you; es~ecially as there are many 

things which it is right th - t I should tell you, and which may be as well writte 

as spoken, perhaps better, since when written you can consider them at your leis 

ure. The tirst is an idea which never occured to me, but which I have heard hint 

ed since I came here. That there might be between you and me some feeling of 

■utual obligation; th8t is, that though there was no actual engagement, we might 

feel in some way pledged to each other, and thus be induced to act in a manner 

ditterent trom our personal inclination. Anything of this kind would plainly be 

only mutual injustice, however good the motive might be, I mention it merely tor 

the pur i"JOSe ot saying to you, ae I have already said to your rather, that I can 

plead no claia upon you, ~o encouragement received trom you in all our correspon 

dence. There has been nothing on which I could rationally ro ~nd such a pretensio 

and it there had, I should have no wish to insist upon it. 'Nhatever your deciaio 

with respect to me, it must be a tree one. the dictate of your own heart, as wel 
as ot your judgment. For my own part, I know too well !or my present comfort,tha 

my greatest earthly hap~1~ess Nould be in surrendering all my freedom, and perm­

anently engaging to love you. 

Our climate seems to be a great bugbear to persons here, and certainly 

with no good reason, I can give you a superficial idea ot it in a few words. 

The spring is drier than yours, gPnerally very clear and sunny b.lt with occasion 

cold and raw weather.The ou~mer is drier than tha t ot Scotland, and tor about a 

monta somewhat war~er, its sunniness and beauty cannot be exag1u••~e d. The 

autumn is generally very tine and agre1ble. 'l'he beginning of winter is often ver 

like that of this country, but so soon as the frost has fairly set in, it is 

bright and healthy. There is occasionally, for a week at a time weather extJtemel 
cold to those who ere obliged to be much exposed,and there are .a fe• wet thaw 



'II+. 

daya, but the greater part is such that I believe there is more driving and jaunt~ 

ing about aaong our ladies in winter than in summer. In clear weather ladies 

drive about in sleighs with perfect comfort, when the air is at least 20 degrees 

colder than you have it here. you may be assured that our climate is much more 

agreable,and quite as healthy as this; and I may add that I never found any one 

who had experience of both , to have a different opinion. 

With respect to Pictou itself, though a small place it is not to be jud­

ged ot by small places here. It has a large proportion of good and comfortable 

houses. It has also a lar6e pro ~,ortion of very respectable and intelligent so­

ciety, and many christian people, though I confess that tr.ere, as in most other 

places, they are the smaller number.There are literary, benevolent and religious 

institutions of many kinds, some of them as well managed as any here, though ot 

course on a s~aller scale. I~ the manners o! the people there is little that is 

different from what is seen here; except that all are more on a level, as we 

haTe no persons of great rank oe wealth, and few who are in want; and intelli­

gence and a desire for knc wled ge are m) re universally diffused tlian even here. 

Another important matter is rny present mea :-. s and prospects. It would of 

course be a very impudent, not to s 8y unprincipled thing to ask you to go where 

you would be expo s ed to W&nt, without at least warn i ng you beforehand.In this 

respect I have no reason to fear.Our business which though in my ratter's name, 

may be in mine whenever I wish, it has been more thbn sufficient to maintain us 

in a position as respectable ~s that of any in our country, and as comfortable 

as that of any in the middle ranks here. 'Ne have also a considerebl.e amount of 

property in land and houses, besides that which we ourselves occupy; and our 

trade has been increasing, and I hope to do something towards rendering it more 

productive while here now. On this subject however I shall obtain more full and 

precise testimony from home, if I find it iikely to be ot any service. 

My parents an,J I, as you know, inhabit one house, which however is large 

and well furnished, and till lately was occupied by another f~~ily besides our 

own. Ne have two other large houses which are rented, and a little cottage on the 

farm which my father is desirous to rurnish an u occupy, a ~ he would like to s pend 

all or nearly all his time o n his farm. 

Our establishment consists of two women servants and a man servant, two 

hor ~· es, two cows, a riding sleigh and tly, the latter purchased laet summer , for 

the purpose of drivi:-ig abo ut with my mother, a :1d !or carrying father to· and fro 

from the !arm. 
'Ni th respect to myself, I a'!l aware that my fondness for scientific pur-

suits, not directly connected with my business, may give persons here unfavour-
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able impressions respection my attention to business when at home, I believe 

however, that I have occupied less time in this way, than most young men do in 

other amusements; and I am able and willing to give these things up it necessary. 

I have indeed promised, whe~ I return to do all in my _ower to relieve my father 

altogether of the labour of business. 

A more unfortunate r oint than any of these, is the circumstance ~four 

being connected with different religious denominations, at least I know it weigh, 

much with your mother. This is a ma t ter however, for which we alone are respon­

sible, and with which no other person has a right to intermeddle. On that very 

account, however, it is one w:. ich should be rightly understood. I may say for 

myself, thai; to me it is no ditficul ty, si ce I am firmly persuaded that the rea:. 

distinction is between Chri s ts people and the world a .id not between one sect and 

another. It is far better to have a common faith than a common creed, and disre­

gard ot this truth produces a s much mischief in the world as any one thing I kno 

In writing of the 2c t hi ngs, I do not suppose the~ to be imrortant element 

in your decision; but I kn.:,w that, if we would be tho .,ght by others to act wisely, 

such thin~~ must not be negle:ted. fhere is a kind of s~al: ~isdom which looks a 

little dittieYlties appearing on the surface, and sees nothing of reasons of 

infinately greater weight, in reference to the hap ~iness of those concerued in 

any course ot conduct; and it is by this kind of wisdom that we must expect at 

least in a great measure to be judged. 

l may mention how I am spending my time here, I had hoped to have spent 

much or it with you, but since at present I cannot do that, and it wo...ild neither 

be any compliment to you nor service to myself to waste it, I am endeavouring to 

turn it to as god acco~nt as possible. In the morning at half past eight, I go 

over to Elder :;t. to get a lesson in Hebrew. At 10, I attend t i, e chemistry clasf 

and work in the laboratory at analrnia or soils till lor 2. The afternoon I have 

for all sorto ot miscellaneous business, and the evening usually for study . .'✓her 

I receive my letter fromhome by the Feb. packet, I shall have for a time at leai 

to occupy most of the day in selecting and buying stock here and in Glasgow. The 

information I 8Jll obtaining in the meantime, I know I can turn to good account a1 

home.On Sabbath, I have made arra~se~ents for joining in communion with :r Johni 

ton·s churc~, I would like so ~etimes to attend t~e meetings of y0ur church, but 

ca~not appear ther in present circurnsta~ces. 

I have al ways felt in relation to you, that I was hoping for !!lore than I 

deserved or had a right to exr ect, : nd I never felt this ~ore thnn when I asked 

you to meet me, th ~t we might have some conversation on the rresent state of 
affairs. I am now ho wcver, stil J.. :.iore desiro .is to see you, beca ·,se if you can 
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a tall regard my proposal with tsvour, I know that by writing home by the Feby 

aail, I can obtain much that will enat,le me better to meet the objections of 

your relatives, in so far as t hese ar e to be removed by facts. It then you can 

point out any way, time or place where I could see you, or if you can tell me 

anything which will enable me to write home with greater certainty, I will be 

most grateful. 
William. 

idin. Thurs j ay 28th. 1847. 

Dear Margaret : 

On Monday I was so thankful for see ing you at all, t :.at I did _J 
not so :nuch !eel t l-: e disa Pf·ointme:it of not being to converse with you, till after 

I had left you, l'.1 t he days t i. at have passed sirice, however, I have felt as 1! 

everythL1g was quite as bad as hefor e, with the additional asgravations that I 

had caused much trouble tl yo 1 , a1. had perhaps gr eatly o f fended your mother. 

I fear that sh e will tr.i.1k that I s coke rashly a:id hars nly to her; if so I am 

truly sorry, for I feel t :iat I owe her too much to have any right to complain 

and though I think t hat the ri :...h t of d ·cision belongs alone to you, you know that 

I have not attempted to advance my own cause by disparagi ng the influence wjich 

either the authority or !eelin6 s of parents o Jght to have. Mrs Bell informed me 

yesterday that it was i·lr !lorsu1r.:.:h your r.other ,1,)11ld consult, I remember that 

when here before, I thought him to be a good ma'.l, and I hope that God will guide 

him to advise wisely. :1y chief reasons for writing now, one to ask you to inform 

me as soon as poss ible of tte res~lt of his advice, which I think your mother 

said she did not object that yo~ sho ... ld; and to say that if eit .er your mother 

or you wish me to see him, either to hear bis opinion, or to give him a!l) infor­

mation that I can, I am very willing to do so. - I hope too that your mother 

will not forget my requ 0st t hat I should have an op ~1ortunity ot seeing her be­

fore nexr month. 

By tar the hardest part of this whole affair, to me,is that it should 

cause so much pain to those whom I have least Wish to injure and most cau s e to 

respect an d love, and es pecially to you. How can 1 hope to re pay y )u for all the 

trouble you have already been put to. I cannot however, cease to hope t :iat I will 

be allowed to try to do so. 
William. 

I! your mot ~: er suspects anything treasonable in t !: is nC"tc, you may 

s , ow it to her. 

Edin. Friday evening Jan.30-1847. 

Dear Margaret. 
I opene d your note this evening with an anxious mind, but when I had 
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read it, I thanked God fer what it containe J ; for he has brought good advice 

from quarters where I had no influence, at a time whea I was less hopeful than 

ever. Mr Hasbergh has re ~erred to the re ~lly important points; and though, as 

you say, they have bee1 tho~ght of before, they req Jire to be thoroughly under­

stood. I do not intend to say .,-uyt.I:~ng o! them now, exce r t that you may depe . .1d 

on my speaking to you fully and fairly, as in t i·! e presence of God, and speaking 

to you whose respect and affection are so very dear to me, and could not be re­

tained, if I were found to have deceived you. 

I am glad t hat your doctor has so~e re al knowled; a of our climate, though 

Chester is n::>t one of t he finest parts of ray co-1utry. I know that most medical 

men here ► , ave much less correct views, becau s e t hey are guided by reasoning 

from this climate, in a :nan -: er which leads them directly to the reverse of truth; 

and therefore I feel the more t hankful that yours s ;.oJl d have a fact leading him 

in the right direction. I coul J give you more such facts, some of them curious 

enough. I will not forget yo ur cau tion r -: s pecting troubling your mother · with a 

subject she d::>es not like . . ou know somethi3g of ~y feelings towar : her; and 

though, in 'l:hateve!" we do, we must try to have her consent and blessing, it would 

not be the be .3 t way to obtaia that, a ,iy more than it would to be in accordance 

with my wishes, to annoy or grieve her. 

Let us continue to r ray, dear ~a~garet, that we and all connected with us 

may have guidance from on high, to all that is true and ritht. 

William. 

ted. Febry. 3rd. 184?. ~dinburgh. 

Dear Margaret. 

Last evening I finish ed my letter for home; 3aw your father, and 

requested him to take my :nessage to your inother, and then finished reading Mr. 

Beverly'& pamphlet and compari~3 it as far as I could with scripture. If we 

co".Jld take another walk to"lor!"ow, I will tell you what I think of his views, or 

rather what I think the bible says of them. 

It you can co ~e, I will wait as before at Preston St., at the s~e hour. 

If I can manage to finish a piece of work I have tJ day at the college, I think 

I will take a run out to see Mra Bell this afternoon. 

Yours ever 
Nilliam. 

Thursday evg. :·ebry. 4th. idinburgh. 

Dear Margaret : 

After we ! arted today, I tho".Jght, as l had s nnt a message by 

your father, it wo uld be as well to cons Jlt him as to the expediency of calling 

this evening. i!e s a id he h c- d intended to invite me to come tomorrow evening; but 
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as I told hin that I was engaged to dine at Mr. 3oyds, he asked me to come on 

Saturday. I asked hin to mention to you, that for these reasons I would not come 

out tonight. I now write however, lest he sho~ld forget, and you should not know 

the reason of my absence. 

The more 1 know ot your mother's disposition and probable feelings, the 

more hopeful do I beco~e theL she will yet treat me very leniently, and pardon 

my great presumption in asking her tor her daughter. 

Our conversation today, though somewhat cheerful, was useful, since we 

touched on a great many things that may let us better know one another's views 

and modes of thinking. After leaving you however, my conscience did check me tor 

being the means ot leading you such a round through the snows, perhaps risking 

the danger of your taking cold. I trust however, that no such bad effects Will 

follow; but that we shall have occasion, in f uture times, to look back on this 

as one ot the sunny days ot o~r lives, after the clo~ds whose gathering we fear 

shall have passed away. 
Jlilliam. 

Monday evening - Febry. 8th. 1847. Edin. 

Dear Mar~aret. 

I received yJur note . ... and I can meet you tomorrow without any 

scruples of conscience, since I think the circumstances in which we are ·placed 

call tor mutual confidence and decision. 

I calle I on Mr Horsburgh today, aud had a few minu tea conversation with 

hill, I could not of course say much excert on co :.mon place subjects, and he as 

I had expected did not wis h to say much. The amount of what I said was - that I 

knew he had been consulted ant that his advice was nighly valued by all parties· 

that I knew that you, in whatever you did, wished to hove the approbation of the 

church with which you are connected - that I wished to recognise him as an elder 

of that church, and desired to regard him as a christian friend - that I wished 

for these reasons to give him an opportunity of knowing me, and of asking or sug• 

gesting anything that he might think proper. That I had no wish to ask a~y inter• 

ferenee on his part, or any information that might have been communicated to him. 

He did not see~ to be disposed to ask anything, except about the Baptists in 

Pietou. I told him what I knew of them, and also that my regard for you was very 

■uch founded on my opinion of yo :ir character as a christian. ~hat little beside 

was mentioned I may mention when we meet - I co~ld not tell whether the impressic 

I made wa ~ favourable or not? 

I spent a good Sabbath yesterday, and I believe ·that the spirit of Christ 

was with me. 
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I saw you pass ye s terday, and thought how happy it wo uld be to spend the 

Sabbath with you, and how happy it is that you are a p&:son of whom I can think 

without thinking les of God. Other les s pleasant thoughts I tried to keep away. 

William. 

Edinburgh. Feb. 12th. 184/. 

Dear Margaret 

I write t hi s note because in reflecting on what I said respect­

ing speaking to your f ~ther, I fear that it was not ns wi s e as it might have been 

and thought I am sure t hat in t his you can act f or yourself better than I can 

direct you, yet as what I sai d may mislead, yo ~ will excuse me for again troub-

ling you with this subject. J 
I spoke of asking your fathers advice, it would have been nearer the mark 

to have said his sy:npathy a nd countenance; a nd if t hes e can be obtained at all, 

the best way to get t hem will be by frankly and seriously opening your mind to 

him, telling him your own vie ws and mine and desiring him to think as favourably 

as be can. I 8JI sure t hat if you can do this, you will not regret it, even altho'. 

you should rail in attaining any satisfactory result; and it may be a step toward 

extricating us from present difficulties. - You see in t his case I wish you to 

plead !or me, as well as to ask advice for yourself. I know this is scarcely a 

fair request, 1:•t I have hope t hat wher~ I have !ailed you may succeed, and there 

tore I make bold to trouble you with t his also. 

I am yours sincerely 
William. 

B1inburgh - Monday morning - Feb? 1847. 
Dear Margaret : 

Do not think me too impatient because I write so soon, asking 

to see you. 
There cannot be anything undutiful, on rour part, ingranting me this, 

since if you have a right to decide for yourself, and if as I understand, your 

parents are willing to concede thi s right, they surely cannot object to your 

informing yourself fully respecting every fact t hat ought to guide you. Indeed it 

appears to me strange t hat t hey shoul d be averse to my call i ng on you at their 

house, at least once. After I left on Saturday, in thinking over our hurried ana, 

on my part, rather disjointed conversation, I felt sorry that I had not asked 

your mother's mind on t hi s subject. 

In pre s ent circumstance s , I can t hi :lk of nothing better than to dsk you ~ 

to renew the former • ~pointment, for tomorrow - I will therefore, unless you give 

me contrary orders, come out at a qua r ter past eleven by the town ti ~e, and will 
,ai t for you about f r es t on St ..... l shall be pre pa red to say, in as few words as 

poss i ble, a.11 I have t o say o n t he subjects referred to in your last n0te, and 

s l: a l l no t urge you t o gi ve a ny decision on t hem, till you have time t o consider 
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them, and to ascertain the influence my answers to them may have on the mind of 
your mother. 

It makes me all t.he more anxious to see you, that I am sure that many 

things in my views and position, in a religious point or view, are less to be 

objected to than your mother and even you think.If it were not so, I would perhap 

not feel so very confident as I do, that you and I would be fitting helpers to 

each other inthe pilgrimage of life. 
It is a very terrible thing to me to think of difficulties that may all-

together separate you and me in this world; yet they must be mey and conside~ed; 

and with Gods help, this shall be done in a truthful and christian spirit so that 

I may be worthy of being YOUR WILL I AM. 

Globe Hotel, Glasgow - Feb. 24th. 1847. 

Dear :1argaret: 

I have just finished my days work, after 111uch weary tra.nping 
along the straight flat streets of this smoky town. I have however, no cause to 

complain since I have done a considerable proportion of my work, and have had a 

fine dry day. I hope to finish nearly everything tomorrow, and to get back to 

Edin. early Friday. 

In going to my lodgings yesterday evening, I felt that I had done wrong 

in detaining you so long, and perhap : e~posing you to blame from your father, as 

I know he does not like towait longer than is proper for his supper. I did not 

however, feel any regret for what we had said, nor do I now, for I am fully per­

suaded that it is the best way for all~ parties, and that God will bless us in 

it, as He has in thinking favourably of each other hereto fore; Notwithstanding 

every ones opposition. I thought over it all this morning, in coming here; and 

several things occured to oe which might make further steps easier and whtch I 

will mention "'hen I return.I am however, very anxious to know what you think now 

whether calm reflection bea£_s you out in adhering to what we partly resolved 

yesterday. llhether you are less troubled or more distres sed than before. It will 

however scar-cely be worthwhile to write to me hwere, unless you can be sure that 

your letter will reacn me before i'riday morning - I will try to S'2 e you at any 

rate on Friday aft ,rnoon. 

A great part or my time to day has been occupied in buyin6 little knick­

knacks in the stationary way, which take more time than things of more importanc 

It is a pleasant part of my work too, for however ,3 trange you may think tt, I 

take as much pleasure in getting nice r•atterns and colours of perforated cards 

and gold ornaments, tissue pa pers glass seals, showy pri .,ts and all that sort of 

thing, as in any ot ~er study I know; a~d it deserves additional interest from 
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being one department of the study of human nature; since it involves a knowledge 

of the tastes and notions of the ladies who buy such things - I do not deny how­

ever that I would rather buy and sell useful books, though I see uo cause to· 

quarrel with ladies for amusing themselves with trifles, if they show good taste 

in them. 
This morning on going to the railway I heard a little bird singing a few 

pretty notes, in the trees at the foot of the castle hill. He was a little ·fel­

low smaller than a sparrow, with a dusky breast and a bill I thi'.lk like those 

of the linnet family. I would like to know the little fellows name? perhaps you 

can tell me. His joyful song makes me think th2t our Heavenly father, who cares 

for the sparrows, will care for us; and tru ~t that :ie will deliver us from all 

our troubles; and not us only, but also those who are troubled on our acco~nt. J 
Zarnestly wishing that he may give you as much peace and serenety as is 

possible. 
I am y1urs sincerely 

William. 

Zdinburgh - March 1847. 
Dear Margaret: 

This evening I had intended to tell you the result ot my interview 

with your father ..... iot having had an op,'Ortunity however of doing so, and 

thinking that it may be of consequence to you to know, in case of having a~y 

co~versation with your mother on the subject, I now write a sho~t statement of 

what was said. 
I told him that I believed our minds were made lp to proceed, under exist 

ing circ~mstanceA, and that I wished to ascertain frvm him how far he could go 

or how ■uch he would be dis?osed to do towards enabling us to go on without any 

unnecessary discomfort or annoyance, s~ch as might arise from our having to act 

in apparent opposition to his will. I also asked him if he could not take upon 

himself the trouble of enquiring into all matters importa~t to your comfort, an 

of suggesting to me or negotiating with me, anything that he might think neceas 

ary to your security in point of maintenance and independence. 

He said he was disposed to Flace no obstacle in our way, but feared that 

it would be impossible to reconcile your mother to it so far as to permit any 

appearance or conse~t on her part. That he thought our best plan would be to 

manage the affair for ourselves altogether, and not to ask to be married in 

your mothers house at all; and he explained to me what he thought would be the 

best mode of proceeding - I have not room to state it here. 

He said he was well enough satisfied that you would not want for anything 

fi·~;ftssaf'y w:..th me, but said he was willing to see my father's letters when they 
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arrived; though he believed that no fears of any pecunta"ry destitution entere 

into his objections or ~rs Mercers. 

He mentioned that he did not think your mother would give you anything in 

the way or outfit; but he thought you were pretty well provided. that he did not­

know whether or not he would give you anything himself'; and that he would recomen 

us not to waste our money in anythL1g unnecessary; these were subjects however, 

on which I was not d1$posed to ask questions. 

I tried to impress on him that I would be very grateful !or any kind~ess 

or forbearance that wo~ld make parting from them less painful to you, or could 

prevent us from being evil s ;•oken of, He seemed however to think that your aotheI 

feelings on the subject, would make this very difficult. 

I think I ~ave state~ as correctly as I can the account of our conversation 

on the subject, and I must say th nt I found him speak more kindly on it than I 
had expected. 

If I cannot see you to~orrow, I will endeavour to~ dispatch as many othe 

■atters as possible, so that ~Y time for the remainder or the week may be my own. 

On Thirsday I hope to s peak more fully to you of the further steps we may 

have to take before getting through present 41!ficulties. May God grant you etreD 

gth and decision !or it, and bless all that we do so that we may afterwards have 

occasion to rejoice in looking back. It is a very long time to wait till Thursda, 

without seeing you. Ir I can safely do so, I must try to call tomorrow. I hope ~ 

that you and your mother may arrive at a satisfactory understa~ding. 

Earnestly wishing to be able to call you mine, 

I am your William. 

Edinburgh - ~arch, Friday 9 o'clock. 

Dear Margaret 
I saw your fat ~er again this eve~ing; he is still or opinioD 

that there should be as little delay as possible, and that your mother should not 

be troubled in any way with pre~arations or arrangements. I hope to see you on 

Saturday afternoon to s peak of these thi1gs, I will go to Dalkieth at 10 tomor­

row and will return eit her by the 12 or 2 o'clock omnibus as a short call will be 

as much as is desired. 

I sa,-· Dr Nielo bycki ( that is I think the right spelling ) this agternooD 

and he promised to make out a list of remedies for me. He wished m9 to cal on Sum 

day to pick them up - I told him I would prefer Monday morning. 

I have been walking about almost constantly since I left you at 2, and 

have ■ade a number of calls, and finished several little pieces or bus~nees. I 

hope y~ur fears of a sore throat were groundless, aad that I will find you well 

tomorrow, an that your mother will continue in a go ") d and kind spirit. :-hen I 
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think other mind experiencing any more favourable change, I cannot help feeling 

~ that I can scarcely be too thankful for what has been already accompl­

ishedr we should thank God tor it. 

3incerely yo'J.rs 
William. 

Edinburgh- Tuesday - March 1841. 
Dear Margaret : 

I have =een your fat her, he is kind and reasonable as ~sual, but 

says we must man ·· ge everything ourselves, without asking any concession ot your 

■other; and thinks the so oner the better. -
I got yo Glasgow in the morning. If the shi ;:, be at Jlasgow, I may return 

early in the day; it at Gree~?ck n?t till eve~in5 , I will let you know immed­

iately o~ arrival. 
Do not dear ~argar e t distress yo~rselt with evil forebodings. Try to 

comfort your mother, and pray for her; she ne eds more light in this matter. 

Lay our troubles bef0re ·. iod to 1 ; he is th e only sure refuge, and kn)ws our anx­

ieties and tez rs better t ha n we ours slves. 1 wish we could just trust in Him 

as we ought. May he guard you from all ha rm till I see you again. 

Sincerely yours 
.Villiam. 

Edin. Saturday ev'g. March 1847. 

Dear Margaret. 

I have just finis hed my days work, having after leaving you been 

engage ~ al ~ the afternoon in dis patching some minor business matters, I find 

that l shall have to go to Glasgow on Wednesday, t ,J .:, et as rauch done there as 

possible ·r afore the next packet leaves. As I may thus possibly not have any 

other opportunity of seeing you, befo r e the first ot the month, except on Mon­

day, it is of consequence that that op rortunity should be employed in deciding 

as seriously as possible on our future proceedings. 

If you can with a good conscience, consent to be mine, I would at occe 

inform myself accurately re s pecting a -:.iy formalities t 11at might require to be 

writ en ho~e atout. It there be such, I could not rec3ive an answer containing 

the neces .~ary certificates til 1 the mid1le of April; and in that case all th• 

ships, direct to Pictou, would have sailed; and we should have to go by way of 

Liverpool to Halifax, which though if we went by steamer more speedy, would be 

less conveuient. 

It no such reference to Nova Scotia were necessary, then I think it 

would be every way preferable not to wait so long, and I could when in Glasgow 
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■ake arrangements for accomodation direct to Pictou. In this last case, however 

I shall be able to reserve, after buying stock, only about a hundred pounds of 

the funds I have now, to pay all expenses; and I am not quite sure that l Y:il.l -have any additional remittance by the March packet. 

In case of having to wait over April , I would have time to write for 

additional supplies which in that case would of course be more necessary. 

All this is of course contingent on your decision; but however important 

to me, I do not wish you to make a resolve, without firm confidence that yo~ ar 

acting rightly. I can sincerely pray that God may guide you to what is best; fo 

what is good to you must be good to me, and nothing that would injure can bene­

fit ••• I wish those wbo think differently from me, could do so to. There would 

then I think be less difference about it. You may call this a bread and butter 

billet doux, and not much eve ~ of that; but you ought to know these things, and 

they will be plainer and t ak e less time when written tha.n s poken. 

If you have no objectio n, I would prefer calling to waiting for you on 

Monday, ae I expect to have a copy of my map and perhaps some other thi~gs to 

show you. 

Sincerely 

Your William. 

This final epistle brings to an end those written 

in the year 1847 - which concludes a gro~p of letters 

written during the period between 1841 and 1847. This 
portion ot till~ directly preceding the marriage of 

Margaret A.Y. Mercer to William Dawson in April. ltS47. 
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