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lhtjgenth DL DY, 3 Mercer Daw-

son, C.M.G., F.R.8., director of the Cana-
dian Geological Survey, which occurred
at Ottawa, Ont., on March 2d, removed
one of the most distinguished sclentists
of the continent, and marks an epoch in
the history of what has long been recog-
nized in Canada and Great Britain as a
most useful organization. Dr. Dawson and
fhis father, Sir J. William Dawson of Mc-
Gill University, Montreal, contributed
very largely to the Dominion Geological
Survey, and in Sir William’s later con-
tributions he proudly eites his gifted son
as an authority. Father and son were
inveterate workers. Both had the literary
as well as the scientific gift and both em-
ployed these gifts to the advantage of the
governmental department to which the
younger man was attached. Dr. Dawson
also wrote a great deal on the native
races of Canada, their origin, languages
and folk lore, and his reports to the Gov-
ernment were models of statistical infor-
mation and interesting description.

George Mercer Dawson, a prominent
Canadian Scientist, died at Ottawa yes-
terday afternoon, after  forty-eight
hours’ illness with bronchitis, Mr. Daw- |
son was director of the Geological Sur- |
bvey. He was appointed to the staff in
1875. He gradually progressed to the
| leading position and finally became an

o

n A M ~arvve
§ e . iil )
lacknowledged authom on geologlc

{matters in the West. His principal
work was in British Columbia and the
| territories. He was the eldest surviv=s
Eing son of Sir J. W. Dawson, and was
yborn in Pictou, N. B. Aug 1, 1849.

mwements of wiuch his country
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GEORGE MERCER DAWSON,

>L Dr. Dawson, cut off at the untimely
age of 52, was a hard worker, whose
steady office employment as director
of the Geological Survey, was varied
by little save private scientific study
and writing. That he was not a weak
man constitutionally seemed to be
proved by the fact that before becom-
ing director of the Survey he had con-
ducted or shared in many extensive
and sometimes gsevere exploratory cam-
paigns. Possgibly the relinquishment
of out-door work and increase of office
employment told against his constitu-
tional reserve power and ne man en-
gaged in sedentary occupation can
afford safely to disregard such emens.

EAWS N’ wEﬂﬂ
A Lnrge Number of Profeu?ona,l
and Scu: ific Men Were in

endance.

Montreal, Mai«u 4.—The funeral of the
Inte Dr. G. M. Dawson ¢ook place from
the regidence of his mother, Lady Daw-
son, 293 University-street, at 3 o’clock thlb
afternoon, and wias very largely attunl\d
{ by professional, business anad  scientific
men, MeGill University, of which he was a
distinguished , graduate, belng particularly
well representod. 4

A short service was conducted vy Rew.
F. M. Dewey, pastor of Stanley-street
Presbyterian Church. There were no padle
bearers. 'The chief mourners were Mr, W.
Bell Dawson and Dr. Rankine Dawson,
| brothers: Prof. B. J. Harrington, orother-
lin-law, and Messrs. Vietor Dawson, Owen
Dawwon, Heber Dawson, Conrad Harring-
ton and Bernard H. rrington, nephews,

/" DR. DAWSON'S FUNERAL, LN

N —

(Special to the Sun.)

MONTREAL, March 4.—The funeral of the
L e Dr. G. M. Dawson took place from the
1c idence of his mother, Lady Dawson, Uni-
vergity street, this afternoon and was very
I(IIL’C]V attended by professional, business
and scientific men, MeGill Lnlversity. of
which he was a dlstmguxshvd graduate, being
well represented.

A short service was conoducted by Rev.
F. M. Dewey, pastor of the Stanley street
Presbyterian church. There were no pall-
bearers. The chief mourners were W. 8ell
Dawson and Dr. Rankine Dawson, brothers,
Professor B. J. Harrington, brother-imlaw,
and other near relatives.

Z0R. DAWSON LAID AT REST.
[

| family residence, Unive

4%1901 .
Large Number of Friends Followed
Deceased to Last Resting Pla
To-day.

The funeral of the late Dr. George Mer-
cer Dawson took place this afternoon fro:
L’w rezidence of his mother, La

13 Unive y t, and x"h'
4 cter, was h"g.,(*]\
y The boedy v
()Ltm.\a this morning by
R. fast train, and was at ome

(umpm\n” the body w vy Dawson,
Hannington, W, Bell Dawson, Dr.
ster

G. W. Selwyn and Ms
A\'mm z those wha m
herec ‘were Mr.
kin Dawson ¢ on and Mr.
drew T:\I')“ Dr s and Mr., G.
W. McConnell were sel r_nrr; by the mém-
bers of the geological survey to represent
that body at the funeral.

S, Mr.
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R. G}?R;E 1. D EON. N
49 AT
ne  unexpecgfe announcement S

made today of the death of Dr. George
M. Dawson, head of the geo-
logical survey of Canada. The late
director inberited from his father his
faste and aptitude for scientific
search and exploration, without shar-
ing the disposition and faculty which

e

William Dawson a pillar of
The younger
concern himself

made

theolo orthodoxy.
Dr. Dawson did
with the theological bearing of his ob-
servations or those of other people.
He did not discuss the questions to
which his father much
thought, and none of his writings show
in them.

not

gave so

that he was much interested
He concerned only
scientific side of scientific subjects.
Dr. effective
director Dr.
Selwyn, practical

himself with the

Dawson was a more
that

because he

his predecessor,
was a
the more in
requirements of the

ag could he seen

man and Xkept survey
touch with the
country. But so far
his heart was never in
tion of the department as it had been
in field best of his
work was done as an explorer in new
fields, as he was expert in half a dozen
departments of natural history, and
was a man of indefatigable energy.
The specialist, who is only a specialist
knowledge, has

the adminstra-

exploration. The

in one small area of
his place in a gealogical survey, but
he is not fit to go out to an unknown
region to bring back a report of the
land. No would have supposed
that the frail appearing body of the
little director was capable of the ims
mense labors and great feats of endur-
ance -involved in. his expeditions into

one

‘he polarv regions of the far north-
~vest. But the records of his twenty
years in of the
survey speak for themselves.

the outside service
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G. M. DAWSON DEAD.

Head of the Geéodlogical Survey
Passes Suddenly Away.

[
|
|
J
|
i
|

A painful sensation was caused bot /
in Ottawa and Montredgl by the unex-
pected death at the capital on Satur-

M. Dawson,
the Domin-
st sur-

day evening of Dr.
C.M.G.; B RS, i

Gedlogical Sur
; son of the e RS Dawse
¢ AWgon-“was attacked by
early in the week, and bre¢
supervened, but no danger was

t apprehended. It was not un-
>aturday that:. Dr., Powell tele-
graphed that the patient had de-
veloped c 1ry broncehitis, and had
had a bad ht. ‘Llady Dawson and
her daughter, Mrs.: Harrington, took

but death
r-arrival, or that
Dawsgon, Dr. Dawson's
Mr. W. Bell Dawson
in Ottawa during Dr.
Dawson’s iliness, and was ahie to
arrangements for his care. Dr.
Dawson was unmarried. He has
marwy friends all over Canada, espe-
cially in ontreal and Ottawa, where
his loss w ke very deeply regretted.
The funeral takes place this afternoon
from Lady Dawson's residence on
University st
George Merce

train to G
re th

the next
took place be
of Dr., Rankir
other brothe
was fortunate

i

r Dawson was the dis-
tinguished son of a distinguished
father. Born at Pictou, N.S., he re-
ceived his early education in Montreal
and attended classes ‘at McGill Col-
lege, of which his father was principal.
toyal School of
London, and had a brilliant
taking the Duke of Cornwall's
ship, the Edward Forbes medal

1

In 1869 he entered the
Mines,

ze, and the st place it
eturning tor Canada,
{ for two years engaged as geol
botanist to ! royal commission n
occupied in 18 the internatic
boundary from the Lake of the Woo
to the 1 Mountains, and took
the opportuni of writing some im
portant papers on en problen
including the fuctuations of the gre:
lakes. appointe to the Do-
minion al Survey in 1875, be
coming in 1883, and
director of 1895. He
has b edir active in the ex-
plorat of the Canadian West, and
made noe trip of 1,300 miles from
" the Liard er to that of

ys in the Yukon
of very greaf im-

Iscovery ol

B i the subsequent
international negotiations to the
boundary. In the Behring Sea arbi-

inve®tigations

life

his

seal

h
proceedings
conditions of

ration
of the

were of

|

ce, and won the C.M.G. He |

the degree of LILD. from |

n's University in 1890, and from |
MeGill in 1891. In the latter year the |
L.ondon ologieal Socicty awarded
him the Bigsbhy Ad . medal, and he
fellow of the Royal So-

| was elected

In 1893 the Canadian Royal So-

| € o

ciety elected him president, and he has
| received many other nonors from Eng-
I Hsh and American scientific 8o«
| one of the most recent being tl

Royal

contrinut to s

| medal of

clety. . Hi

Geograph
¢

literature were nun and impor-
and his strong and genial per-
lity will not easlly forgotten,
i The name of Dr. Rabert Bell, assist-
ant director of the Geological 8

a
is mentioned as Dr. Dawson’s
sSuc

3.—At

Ottawa, March
the Geolog

when Dr.

Whiteaves pnr
arranged ‘that a
accompany Dr. Dawson's
and Dr, Whiteaves

noon,
it was
shonuld
to Montreal,

|- Dr. rd
represent th

S e

he directorate and staff,

e —

Survey,
probable

a meeting of
cal Survey, held this after-
sided,
delegation
body
and
Connell were chosen to
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MONDAY. MARCH

OTTAWA DALY

DR. DAWSON. |

The almost sudder death of Dr. G. l
*d, Dawson causes the country a loss ’
searcoly second to that which resulted |
from death of his disting-
uished father, and makes a gap in the |
enfific world of very large propor- .

late

tions, It {8 not necesgary te enter in- |
to any lengthened skeich of his life |

mrnd professional ¢
A full sync

at tais point, |

2ars eleewhere and
will be egretful in:or(rsti
by the publ So many of our people !
met Dr. Daswson, within a few hours |
©0f his death, that bulletins an- ‘I
mouncing his death caused a shock to 'I
community, the |

i
the

sad news reading  awith t} speed
with which bad news usually trave
Persanally Dr. Dawson was popular

and his amiable disposition and high 4
breeding caused him- to be regarded

|

with affection by those with whom |
he was professionally engaged and |

there is probably no branch of the !’
public service in which so mwuech har- )
mony and mutual good will exists as :
was always Cound in the Geological |
depariment under the deceased’s head-
Ship. will be regretted as |
a2 national It will be lamented |
as a personal loss by those acquaint- |
ed with him. His brief summons sug-
®ests a line which the deceased had
himself Inscribed on the cover of a

His death

W

|
|

us,_hope that he has
s8ays

found
is true: “Life’s good
gaod morroiv to eternal !

book he once showed an acquaintance. i
And
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f" GEO;{G E MERCER DAWSON.M/@M
George Mercer ‘@f\s\:‘s'm ,%{‘si X years pas dir%&éx[goglthe Geological
Survey of Canada, died at his resfdence in Ottawa, March 2d, after a
brief illness. Acute bronchitis was the immediate cause of his death.
He was the son of the late Sir J. W. Dawson, the eminent geologist, and
was born in Truro, Nova Scotia, in 1849. He graduated from McGill
University, Montreal, in 1869, and in the same year entered the Roya
School of Mines, London, where he remained for three years. He was
first in his class to pass, being awarded the Edward Forbes medal and
prize in palaeontology and natural history. Returning to Canada he was
engaged in mining surveys in Nova Scotia and also lectured in Morrin
College, Quebec. In 1873 he received the appointment of geologist and
botanist to Her Majesty’s North American Boundary Commission, which
was engaged in fixing the boundary line between Canada and the United
States from the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains. In this
capacity he served for two years, and prepared a highly satisfactory re-
port, with plates and maps, on the geological and other resources cf-ihe
country. In this connection he also prepared a report on the Lignite of
the Tertiary Formation, a memoir on the superficial deposits of the
great interior plains of America. On the termination of his labors on
the boundary survey, he was appointed to the staff of the Geological
Survey of the Dominion in 1875. He became assistant director in July,
1883, and in January, 1895, he was appointed director of the Survey to
succeed Dr. A. R. C. Selwyn.

His work for the Geological Survey was chiefly in British Columbia
and the Northwest Territories. and while in the discharge of his official
duties he explored a large portion of the western country, including in
one case a boat journey of 1,300 miles. He rendered important services
to Canada in calling attention to the mineral resources of the Rocky
Mountain region and British Columbia, and he was one of the first to ap-
preciate their great importance to the Dominion. His explorations in
the Yukon Region were found to be of great value later, when gold was
discovered there.

In 1891 he was appointed one of the Behring Sea Commissioners, and
in this connection visited the western coast of Alaska, the eastern coast
of Siberia and the intervening islands. In the following year he was a
member of the joint commission which met in Washington to deal with
the fur-seal question and his investigations were of very great service.
He is the author of many reports, most of which were published by the
Canadian Survey. Among the more important of these are: On the
Queen Charlotte Islands, including, as an appendix, a monograph on the
Haida Indians (1878). On an Exploration from Port Simpson on the
Pacific Coast to Edmonton on the Saskatchewan (1879). On the Region
in the Vicinity of the Bow and Belly Rivers (1882-4). On the Physical
and Geological Features of Part of the Rocky Mountains (1885). Notes
to Acecompany a Geological Map of the Northern Portion of the Dominion
of Canada (1886). Author (with Dr. Selwyn) of Desecriptive Sketch of
the Physical Geography and Geology of Canada (1884). Author (with
Dr. W. F. Tolmie) of Comparative Vocabularies of the Indian Tribes of
British Columbia, with an Ethnological Map (1884). Also numerous and
valuable papers and geological, geographical and ethnological observa-
tions made in the course of his explorations and contributed to the Sur-
vey Reports and to various technical journals. He wrote a brief article

on the Coals of the Canadian Northwest for Volume VII of “The Mineral
Industry.”

Dr. Dawson's life work was in connection with the Geological Sur-
vey of Canada, and for that he was honored in his lifetime and will
be remembered. He received the degree of LL. D. from Queen’s Univer-
sity in 1890, and a similar degree from McGill University in 1891. In
the same year he was awarded the Bagsby gold medal from the London
Geological Society for his services to the science of geology. He was
also a fellow of the Royal Society of Geology of London. In 1893 ]}O
was elected president of the Royal Geological Society of (,‘;m:nl;l;_ in
the following year was made a corresponding member of the Zonlnglcul
Society of London, and in 1895 was elected a fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science. In 1896 he was appointed
by the Council of the British Association president of the geological
section for the Toronto meeting of the association, and in the next year
was awarded the yearly gold medal of the Geological Society for his

work as a whole. e
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legraphed on Saturday :—
f the logical Survey
of science the
t after two days’

son of the late
ished geologist
.S.,0on August 1,
ly education in Montreal, where
be studied in as a partial student. In
1869 he e d the Royal School of Mines, London,
taking its full course of study extending over three years,
and passed as an as: y first in hig class and
taking the Edward medal and prize in
ontology and tory. He had previously
won the Duke of Cornwall’s sche 1ip in his second
year. Returning to Canada, he wa eng d for a year in
mining surveys in Nova Sc ngin :\Iurriu
College, Quel In 1873 he 1 logist
and bots y sion
engaged in fixing the boundary line from the Lake of the
Woods to the Rocky Mountains. In this capacity he
served for two years, and prepared an elaborate report,
with plates and maps, on the geology and resources of the
country in the vicinity of the 49th parallel. In connexion
with this worlk he also prepared a report on the lignite
: emoir on the superficial deposits
rica, and papers on the
ater sponges of Canada,
|| and on the fluctuations of the great American lakes.
i On the. terminatien of his labours on the boundary

Sir John William Daswson, tt

and naturalist, and w:
1849. He received his e

orn in Pic

on, N

|| pal natural

to

of the t interior j
locust visitation, on the

| survey Dr. Dawson was appointed in July, 1875,
{|to the staff of thé Geological Survey of the
Dominion. Te becameo assistant director in July,

1883, and director and deputy head of the depart«
1 Survey on January 1, 1895. While
he devoted special
gy under the tuition
of Ramsay, Huxl »; and to chemistry
and metallurgy in the laboratories of Frankland and

ment of the Geologi

Percy. His work on the Geological Survey was done
chiefly in British Columbia and the North-West Territory,

and in the discharge of his official duty he explored a
large portion of the western country, including a journey
by boat of 1,300 miles, with one portage of 50 miles,from
the basin of the Liard river to that of the Yukon. One
of the most important of Dr. Dawson’s public services
was in connexion with the Behring Sea Arbitration. As
one of the British Commissioners he spent the summer of
1892 in the Behring Sea region for the purpose of
inquiring into the conditions and facts of seal life, The
report of the Commissioners constituted the ecase of the
British Government on this part of the subject, and was
of great service. For his services on this occasion he
received the thanks of the Governor-General in Council
and was made a C.M.G. In addition to his official reports
Dr. Dawson was the author of a large number of notes
and papers on geological, geographical, and ethnological
subjects. He received the degree of LL.D. from Queen’s
University in 1890, and from MeGill University in 1891,
In the same year he was awarded the Bigsby gold medal
by the London Geological Society for his services to the
| science of geology, and was elected a Fellow of the Royal
Society. In 1893 he was elected President of the Royal
Society of Canada, in 1894 he was elected a correspond=
ing member of the Zoological Society of London, and in
1895 a Fellow of the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. In 1896 he was appointed by the
council of the British Association president of the
| geological section for the Toronto meeting of the
{ association, and in 1897 he was awarded the yearly
gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society for his

work as a whole.
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Canada’s Foremost Geologist and
ver of Britain’s Most
Northern City Passes Away

Name-G

Ottawa. Mar

. intry sustain-
ed a great k
qul t «,‘ e &

geologic

on Saturday
directgr of
He was at his

4 recently as 1ursday, when he
caught cold, and death resulted from
and

Hm remail
rge eldest

nd

Univ
he ente

Liondon,

Morrin
ppointed
vi.’s North
on, engaged
from the
cky Mountai
erved two years,
te re ;> 0y I

geologist and botan
American boundar

in fixing the bounda
of the Woeds to the
this Yity: he
an

me
sources of the country
the 49th parallel. In connection
work he also pre red a report on the
lignite tertiary Iunnmun, a, memoir on
the supertficial deposi of the great in-

in the v

terior plains of America, and papers on
the locust v tation, on the fres ater
sponges of Canada, and on fluctu-~

ations of the American great lakes. Or
the termination of his labors on the
boundary survey, he was appointed, July,
1875, to the staff of the geological rVeY
of the Dominion. He became a
director in July, 1883, and director and
deputy head of the department on Jan-
uary 1, 189 While attending the School
of Mines, he devoted special attention to
geology and palaeontology, under the tui-
tion of Ramsay, Hux and Ethridge;
and to chemistry and motdl‘urgy in the
laboratories of Frankland and Percy. His
work on the geological survey has been

chiefly in British Columbia and the North
West Territories, and in thc discharge of
hig official duty he has explored a. large
portion of the western country, including
a boat journey of 1,300 miles, with one
portage of 50 miles, from the basin of the
Liard river to that of the Yukon. One of
the most important of his public services
was in connection with the Behring Sea
arbitration. As one of the British com-
missioners, he spent the summer of 1892 in
the Behring Sea region,, for the purpose
of inquiring into the gonditions and facts

of seal life. The report of the commis-
sioners constituted the case of Her Maj-
esty’s government on this branch of the
subject, and was of great service. For
his services on this occasion he received
Governor-General-in-
Council, and the C. M. G. from Her Maj-
esty, In addition to his official reports, he
was the author of a large number of
notes and papers on geologicul, geograph-
cal and ethnological subjects, of which
given in the ‘'Bibliography of
the Royal Society of Canada.” HHe receiv-
ed the degree of I. L. D. from Queen’s
University, 1800, and from MecGill Uni-
versity in 18%1. In the same year he was
awarded the Bigsby gold medal by the
London Geographical Society for his ser-
vices to the science of geology, and he
was elected a fellow of the Royal So-
ciety. In 1883 he was elected president
of the Royal Society of Canada. In 1834
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BH&S N OTTAWA,
« W

)nv of th“ \I(M (ot m! Geolo-
gists of the Day.

7

NESS WAS A SHORT ONE.

Was Able te be at His Office Up Till
Last Thursday—Sketeh of His

Servieces to Sciemnce,

Special to The Mail and Em

March 3.—By the

Ottawa, death

ast even of Dr., George Mercer
Dawson, director of the Geological Sur-
vey of Canada, the country has sus-
tained a great loss. 1 inn the
W the doctor suffered f n gr )
was at ( as 3
Thursday evening. On Friday, how-
ever, he was attacked by illness, and

died shortly before 6 o’clogck yesterday

3 i |
swhich

evening from capillary bronchitis. His |
brother, Mr. W. Bell Dawson, Director |
( idal Surveys vas with him at

son, and sister

rived from Mont:

after his death, Deceased was unmars-
ried.

T

he flag on the Ri

half-mast in memory of the
The funeral

to-morrow afterncon.

takes place in

Dr. Dawson was born in Pictou, in
1849, ke was educated in Moutreal, and
was a partial stu at MceGlil university.
In 186y be W Loudon and took a

three years’ col in the Royai School ot
Mines, wiere he captured sever £
On jus return to Canada he spe a year
in mining surveys in DNova Scotia and 1o
lecturing at Union Coliege, Quebec. In

1873 he was appuointed geuvwygist and botan-
ist to the Nortn American poundary Com-
mission, between Lake of the Woods and
the Rockies, He was engaged two years
in this work aund prepared several valu-
able reports on the ylogy and resocrces
of the country.

In 1875 he was appointed on the
the Geological Survey of the Dominion,
coming assistant director in July, 1883,
director and deputy head of the depart-
ment in 1885. During his work on the sur-
vey he explored a large area of the West-
ern country. He prepared a report on fur
seals for the British cemmissioners, spend-
ing ‘the summer of 1892 in Behring’s

I'for the purpose, aud tor his services re-

ceived the title of C.M.G.

He received the degree of LL.D. from
Queen’s Univensity im 1890, and from Mc-
Gill in I891. In ‘the same year he was
awarded the Bigsby gold medal by the
London Geological Soeiety, and was elected
a fellow of the Royal Society. In 18b3 he
became president of the Royal Society of
Canada, In 1897 he becatre a  correspond-
ing membor of the Zoological So¢ wt.» of
London, and in 1895 a fellow of the ! Ameri

) Association for the Advancement ol
Scienee. In 1897 he was rarded the ycear
ly gold medal of the Itoyal Geographical
Soclety for his work as a whole.

Few men knew as much of the topo-
graphy and resources. of North and Western
Canada as the deceased. For years r.
Dawson's field work was performed in
British Columbia or in the Peace viver
countr
Ogilyie as his companion in 1804, being
the first scientist to wisit that now fam-
ous disteict. The l‘l‘lpltll of the Yukoen,
Iawson, was named after him by Joe La-
duc, whe located the original towmn site,

e S (]

He went to the Yukon with Wm.’
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Head of the Geological g‘urvé?

~of Canada. 1904,
Uy uilont < Litmary G Uik
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A Distinguished Scientist and an
Enthusiastic Explorer—Death Due
to Acute Bronchitis,

(Special Despatch to The Glabe.)

Ottawa, March 8.-~Mr., George Mercer
Dawson, head of the Geological Survey
of Canada, died at 6.15 o'clock last.i
evening, at his rooms in the Victoriai
Chambers, from acute bronchitis, The
deceased was ill for only 48 hours, and |
| his sudden death was a great shock tni
ilus numerous friends. On Thursday hel
{ was apparently in good health, and
{ dined, as was his custom, at the Rideau |
Club. When attacked with bronchitis
he was unable to shake it off, and suc-|
cumbed after only a short struggle. His |
mother, Lady Dawson, arrived from|
Montreal just about the time he was
breathing his last. The remains will
be taken to Montreal for interment.
The late Dr. Dawson, while physical-
ly a man of delicate frame, had dis-
played great capacity for enduring
hardship, and was an enthusiastic and
courageous explorer. He possessed |
mental gifts of the highest order, and
his gentle disposition endeared him to
all with whom he came in contact.

Dr. George Mercer Dawson, C.M.G.,
1LL.D., A.R.S. M., F.R.8,, F.G.S.,, F.R.5. |
C., etc., Director of the Geological Sur- |
vey of Canada, was the son of Sir Wil-|
Ham Dawson, F.R.S., for many years
Principal of McGill College, Montreal. |
Dr. Dawson was born at Pictou, Noval
Scotia, August 2, 1849, and was educat- |
ed in Canada, Scotland, and in the|
Royal School of Mines, Jermyn street,
of which he is an associate, and where
he was also awarded the Murchison
and Edward Forbes medals. His first
scientific appointment was as geologist |
and botanist to the British North Am-|
erican Boundary Commission in 1873-4,
which marked out the international
boundary between the United States
|l and the Dominion of Canada for a dis-
tance of eight hundred miles in length,
from the Lake of the Woods to the
Rocky Mountains, His report on the
geology and resources of the region in
the vicinity of the forty-ninth parallel,
published in 1875, clearly proved his
capability as a field geologist, and in
the same year he was appointed to the
Geological Survey of Canada, with
which he remained, first as Assistant

Director, under Dr. A. R. C. Selwyn,
F.R.8., and afterwards as Director, on
the retirement of Dr, Selwyn in 1894.

Dr. Dawson’'s, geological work was
mainly carried on in the Northwest
{I'perritories of the Dominion and in
/| British Columbia. In the course of his
explorations Dr. Dawson visited such
outlying regions as the Queen Charlotte
Islands (1878), the northern part of
|| British Columbia and Peace River
(1879), and the Yukon district (1887).
Our present knowledge of the geology
| of these districts is largely from the
observations carried out by Dr. Daw-
| son. Even in British Columbia, apart
from the preliminary reconnalissance of
Dr. Selwyn in 1871, and the work of
the late Mr. J. Ricyardson on the cre-
taceous straga of the coast areas, we
are almost entirely indebted to Dr.
Dawson for establishing the taxonomic
| relations of the rocks. o
{""On the great plains of the northwest
| pr. Dawson investigated more par-
ticularly the relations of the cretaceous
and the Laramic formations; and he
discovered the presence .in the first-
| named formation in southern Alberta
an important serfes of fresh-water

| rocks, the Belly River group, which has
not been notice¢ in the section of the
cretaceous worked out by Meek and
Hayden on the ipper Missouri. In the
adjacent Rocky Mountain region an-
other distinet gmup, the Kootanale,was
likewise reorganzed by Dr. Dawson as
representing a period in the early cre-
{ taceous

Among the nore ancient rocks of
it Canada Dr. Davson ascertained that a
great part of tle Huronian formation
i in the Lake of the Woods district is
‘composed of meamorphosed volcanie
{ rocks. In British Columbia also, after
| a detailed exanination of over 6,000
| square miles of ‘he interior plateau re-
gion, he made kiown the existence of a
thick series of mica schists and gneisses
of presumed archaean age, which are
succeeded by Cambrian, Ordovician,
Silurian and caboniferous strata. In
the Cordilleran region of this Province
he furiher noteli the occurrence of
great deposits o contemporaneous vol-
canic rocks, in various stages of meta-
morphism.

At the other end of the geological
scale Dr. Dawsn largely contributed
to our knowledre of the glacial phe-
nomena, which n Canada are so strik-
ingly developed. He was the first to
d 1e glacial origin of the Mis-
gouri Couteau; ind in the interior pla-
teau of British Columbia he showed
that at one perbd of the ice age there
was a conflueni ice-mass, the surface
of which stood at a level of 7,000 feét
above the sea, ind that it might have:

been at least fom 2,000 to 3,000 feet
in thickness. HNe further established |
the fact that the movements of the |
glacier ice In thi region were not only |
to the south and southeast, and|
through the tramverse valley and gaps |
of the coast ramges to the ocean, but|
that it had also a northerly flow, and
passed down th: valleys of the Pelly
and Lewes braichés of the Yukon
River. i
Dr. Dawson’s services to science and
the State were 1ot limited to geology,
for in 1891 he wis appointed one of H.
M. Bering Se: Commissioners, and
made an extend:d cruise in that sea,
investigating mitters relating to the
life and history « the fur seal. After-
wards Dr. Dawsm took part as one of
the commissione’s in the conference
held at Washingtn, and he subsequent-
ly assisted in tle preparation of the
| British case, whith was laid before the |,
| Bering Sea Arbiration Commission at|,
{Paris. 4
i The value of Dr. Dawson’s work was |,
iduly recognized »y geologists in Eng-|.
land as well as n Canada. The Geo-|.
logical Society o/ London awarded to
him the Bigsby mnedal in 1891, and in
the same year h¢ was elected a fellow
of the Royal Socety. For his services
on the Bering Sea Commission he also
received the titleof C.M.G. He served
as President of the Royal Society of
Canada in 1894. Dr. Dawson was the
recipient in 1897 of a gold medal from
the Royal Geographical Society, a well-
4

deserved honor. :
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| Lady

| R.S., was a son of the late Sir Wiiliam
| Dawson, and was born at Pictou, Nova

| prepared a report on the lignite tertiary

Dr. Qeorge M. Dawson, C.M.G.,‘l
Died on Saturday Evening
After a Brief Iliness. f

Dr. George M, Dawson, C.M.G., director

i
cf the Geological Survey of Canada, died |
al his rooms in the Victoria Chambers, at{

{
|

{ 6.15 o'clock Saturday evening, from the ef-

fects of acute bronchitis, after forty-eight
hours” illness. He was in his office on
Thursday and at night dined at the Ri-
deau club., On Friday he was taken ser-
iously ill and although a hard fight was
made for life, he proved unequal to cops
With the disease which had attacked him
in a virulent form. His brother, Mr. W. |
Bell Dawson, of the department of marine
and fisheries, and Dr, R. W. Powell were
present when the end came. His mother
Dawson, of Montreal, was :
graphed for Saturday mo ning and arriv-
ed on the 6.30.p.m. express fifteen min-
utes after he had passed away. She was
accompanied by her daughter, the wife
of Prof. Harrington, of McGill university.
The announcement of Dr. Dawson’s
death caused a greai shock to the com- 1
munity. He was widely respected and hon- f
ored, not alone for his great talents, hut‘
because he was a man of an exceptionally |
genial and loveable character. His
leagues on the staff of the Geological sur-
vVey were almost prostrated - with grief. |

tale-

col- |

There was a warm attachment between the |

director and his staff and his unexpected
demise has caused a genuine sorrow. In
the Rideau club there is also grief. There
he had dined for many years and formed
warm friendships, He was a delightful
companion. His fund of knowledge seemed |
inexhaustible, and he could converse on |
unearly every subject. |

His death was stated bhy several last
night to be a national loss.

From Morgan’s Canadian Men and Wo- |
men of the time is is learned that Georgze |
Mercer Dawson® C,M.G., D.S., LL.D., F.

Scotia, Aug., Ist, 1849, ¥He received his
early education in Montreal, where he
studied in McGill university. In 1869 he |
entered the Royal School of Mines, Lon-
don, taking its full course, extending over |
three years, and passed as an associate, !
being first in his class, and taking the
Edward Forbes medal and prize in pal-
contology and natural history. He had
previously taken the Duke of Cornwall’'s
scholarship in his second year. Returning
to Canada he was engaged for a year
in mining surveys in Nova Scotia, and inl
lecturing in Morrin College, Quebec. In'!
1873 he was appointed geologist and bot- |
anist to the North American boundary |¢
commission, engaged in fixing the bound- |!
ary line from the Lake of the Woods io
the Rocky Mountains, In this capacity he
served for two years and prepared an
elaborate report, with plates and maps
on the geology and resources of the
country in the vicinity of the 49th paral-
lel. In connection with this work he also

formation, a memoir on the superficial de-
posits and other scientific phenomena. In |
July, 1875, he was appointed to the staff

of the geological survey of the Domin- |
ion. He became agsistant director July,,
1483, and director and deputy head b6f the:
department January, lIst, 1895. His gvvg»k“}_

*|was an author of co

| on the geologica

l

»
| For #is services he received

- Ry o —. - .
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has been chiefly |
in British Columbia and the Northwest
Territories, and he explored a large por- |
tion of the western country, including a.‘
boat journey of 1,300 miles, with one port- |
age of 50 miles from the basin of the L'mrd'jL
river to the Yukon. One of the most im-|

cal survey

| ; : : i S
| portant of his public services was in con

| nection with the Behring Sea a,rhi(ratinn.i
| As one of the British commissioners, he|
ent the summer of 1822, in the Behring |
a region for the purpose of inquil'ing!
[into the conditions and facts of seal life.!
the thanks |
| of the Governor-General, and was hnnorl;.
ed by being made a companion

of the Or-~ :
| der of St. Michael and St. George, IIe;
i siderable note and |
{published several important sclentifie]|
| works. He received the degreé of LL.D.|
{from Queen’s university, 1890, and from
| McGill university, 1891. In the same year
ho was awarded the Bigsby gold medal by
| the London geological society, and he
| was elected a Fellow of the Royal society,
being elected president in 1893. In 18%4 he!
iv.as elected a corresponding member Oti

| the Zoological society of London, in 189, |
';:x, Fellow of the American association for |
| the advancement of science; in 188 he
{ was appointed by the council of the Brit- |
president of

|

association to Dbe

ish
i
|the geological section for . the To- |
jronto  meeting of the association, |

jand in 1897 was presented with the so-|
l“c‘icty’s gold medal in recognition of hils|
| | distinguished services, He was \mmar-{
’ d and was a member of the Rideau|
ciub. He will be buried in Montreal, [
& S Asy i
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3
Papers whioh‘
I(,, ! : ] ved. Dundee from
| tawa, Canada, contain mtormation aof the
- }rh\;rb of Dr G. M. Dawson, C.M.G., I'.R.8..
| F.G.8., cousin of Mr
Dock Street, Dundee.
the foremost geologists in Canada, and stood
- | high in the world of science. Born in 1849
;zwf'-J 1:‘<-w1vml his t{raining in Montreal ;;,m]:
{ 41N o

' | place

[
] Death of Yukon Disdoverar.
I

1ave just been, received in

\lfred G. Primerdss,

h a distinguished course at the
| Royal School of Mine
Iy | to Canada, and in 187
a | nection wit

London, he returned |
earned renown in con- ’
|
|
|

b his

report as geologist and

o | botanist {o Her late Majesty’s British North
- | American  Boundary Commission. As a|
[ 1.}4‘111P;1"| of the (Geological Survey .\_'\‘a;ﬁr'. i;l'
a | 1875, he compiled what is now the n'n:f'
d suthentic information on the North-West
r | Tervitories and British Columbis. In his |

Yukon explorations in 1887 and 18283 D |
e | Dawson made several daring journeys, l;c«inw ‘
- | the real discoverer and describer of that now |
\! amous g -bearing he i |
d | [I‘)l'll IT)I.’-:W:S'I:‘ f‘(i’t‘l‘h”"y ;';1!\!‘}”(“}'q . natl“"al'l“"?

| 1 a fq t place, bheing |
t | especially noted for his work as ome of the |
t | arbiters in the Behring Sea seal fisheries. |
e | With almost everyv scientific department iAn‘}
t- | the Dominion he took an active and Imulingl
e | part, and his death is mourned by a Im';ze{
*. |numher of friends. Dr Dawson’s father Sir1‘
n { William Dawson, it may be mentioned ’w\:nq'
d [ the predecessor  of Principal Peterson 1f!

il\.l‘lvill University, Ottawa. iy ‘

Dr Dawson was one of |

|
d
5
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g off high honours at \'101‘;{
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DR- G. M. DAWSON DEAD.

Head of the Geological Survey
Passes Suddenly Away.

A painful sensation was caused Hoth

' in Ottawa and Montreal by the unex-
- pe death at the .capital on Satur-
day evening of Dr.{eorge M. Daw

| C.M.G., F.R.S.,, @irector of the Don
| fon Geological Survey, and eldest sur-
viving son of the late Sir J. W. Daw-

son. Dr. Dawson was attacked by

ly in the week, and bron-

éned, but no danger was

supe

| at first apprehended. It was not un-
| til Saturday that Dr. Powell teie-

i
graphed that the . patient ‘had de-
| veloped capillary bronchitis, and had
| had a bad night. Lady Dawson antd

| her daughter, Mrs. rington, took
| the next train to O a, but death
| took place before their

rrival, or that
{ of Dr. Rankine Dawson, Dr. Dawson's
| other brother . 'W. Bell Dawson
| was fortunately in Otte
Dawson's illness, and
make arrangements for care. D,
[ Dawson was unmarried, He has
many friends all over Canada, espe-
ially in Montre and Ottawa,
| his loss will be Vv deeply regretted.
The funeral takes place this afternoon
from Lady Dawson’s residence oOn

during Dr.
s abie to

I

&

!] University street. =y
i e ercer Dawson was the dis- |
| tingu son ¢ 5 distinguished |
it';.lthv Born ai o1k N:S., he re- ;
ceived his early education in Montreal |
and attended ¢« s at MceGill Col- |
fege, of which his father was principal. WI
{ In 1869 he entered the Royal School of |
| Mines, London, and had a brilliant |
| career, taking the Duke of Cornwall’s |
| scholarship, the Edward Forbes medal |
and prize, and the firs place iir hisi
| year. Returning to. ( ada, he was ‘
| for two years engaged geologist and
| potanist to the royal comi on then
occupied in fixing the international !
| boundary from the Lake of the Woods {
to the Rocky Mountains, and took
i{he opportunity of writing some im- |
| portant j ific problems, |
including the of the great |
lakes. He was to the Deo- |
| minion Geological Survey in 1875, be- |
| coming as director in 1883, and |
| director at the be ining of 1895. He |
| has been exceedingly active in the ex-
| ploration of the Canadian Wes ‘nm! ‘
| made a canoe trip of 1,300 mii from |
| the basin of the L ¢ to that of |
Y ukon. gurveys in the Yukon |
| territory have been Of very great im- |
| portance since the discovery of 1'n§;[
| gold d sits there and the _\ni..\-mmr-‘x\L |
i international negotiations. as to the
| houndary. In the Bebring Sea, ;l}*h;—‘
! tration proceedings his investigations |}
| of the conditions of seal life were of |
| great service, and won t‘a\f’ C. MG He |
| received the Q--gz'fl- of LL.D. f!:nzn ll
|| Queen’s University in' 1899, and from |
| |

MeGill in 1881, In the latier year the
[Londm\ Gieological | Sogiety awarded
{ him the Bigsby gold medal, and he
{ was elected a felloy of.the Royal So-
|| ciety. In 1893 {he Canadian Royal So-

|l ciety elected him president, and he has
|| received many other honor: from Eng-
|

I} 1ish and American scientific societles,
one of the most recent being t‘h-j gold
medal of the Royal Geographical So-
ciety. FHis contribut to s<~1.cr1tluc
{ lMiterature ¥ & numerous mn’.. imipor=
tant, and his ®irong and genial “ﬂ"'."'
I sonality will not be easlly forgm{wn.
| 'he name of Dr. Rebert Bell, ‘assxst-
i ant director of the CGeploglical Survey,
! is mentioned as Dr. Dawson’s probable
SOT.

8
|
|
\

|
s

| Ottawa, March 3-—=At a me-;linit of
| the Geological Survey, 1eld this :1_.&01'-
{ noon, when -Dr. Whiteaves m"'\-s_ld.rid.
Lt was arranged that & le‘lg‘gzxtx.rrl
i ghonld accompany e D'a\\'sun_s‘b«,)dy
to Montreal, and Dr. \’\hlt»e*a;vgand
|| Dr. Richard McConnell Wwere € mstm}f to
repregent the directorate and staff,

DIRECTOR OF CANADIAN GEO
LOGICAL SURVEY DIES SUD-
DENLY AT OTTAWA.

Dr. George M. Dawson, CM.G., LL.D
¥.R.S., director of the Geological Surve
of Canada, died m-.exyeotedly at Ottaw
on Saturday evening from acute pneumo-

nia. after an illness of only three days.
George Mercer Dawson was the eldest
surviving son of the late Sir William
Dowson. He was born at Pictou, N.5..
in 1849, During the first part of

life he was an invalid, and was only able |

to attend a few classes at McGill. In
184 he entered the Royal School of
Mies, London, and had a brilliant ca-
reer, taking

the Duke of Cornwall’s |

D -@' DAWSON DEAD.

scholarship, the Edward Forbes medal |
and prize, and the first place in his year. |

Returning to Canada,he was for two years
engaged as geologist and botanist to the
royal commission then occupied in fix-
ing the international boundary from the
Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Moun-
tains, and took the opportunity of W
Ing some important papers on scien
problems, including the fluctuations
the great lakes. 'He was appointed to
the Dominion Geological Survey in 1875
becoming assistant director in 1883, and
dirvector at the begihnning of 1895. He
has been exceedingly active in the explo-
ration of the Canadian west, and made a
canoe trip of 1,300 miles from the basin
of the Liard river to that of Yukon. His
surveys in the Yukon territory have been
of very great importance sinee the discov-
ery of the gold deposits there amd the
subcequent international negotiationshas

to the boundary. In the Behring Se%
arbitration proceedings h stigatio

of the conditions of seal lif
service, and won the C. M.
ceived the degree of LIL.D. {
University in 1890, and from McGill
1891 In the latter year the ILond
Geological Society awarded Lim the Bi
by goid medal, and he was elected a f

low of the Royal Society. In 1893 the

Canedian Royal
president, and he has received many.oth-
er honors from KEnglish and American
scientific societies, one of the most re-
cent being the gold medal of the Royal
Geegraphieal Society His
to seientific literature were
important, and m

contribit

numerous and
any of them are con-
sidered the standard works on their sub-
jeets. It is said that he will be succeed-
ed by Dr. Robert Bell, assistant director
of the Survey.

There was a short service held at the
residence of the deceased this mornin
after which the remains were conveyed
to the . P. R. station for removal to
Montreal, the following acting as pall-
bézrers : The Hon. C. Sifton, the Hon.
8. Fisher, Dr. Saunders, Dr.Whitegreaves,
Mr. James Stewart and Mr. R. Bell.

Lady Dawson had ne to Ottawa
when apprized of her son’s illness, and
was \\'it\] him to the last. Accompanied
by Master Victor Daywson and Mrs. Har-
rington, she returned to the city to-day.
Dr. Whitegreaves and Dr. Richard Me-
Connell also came to the city to be pres-
ent at the funeral, as representing the
Geological Survey.

At the Windsor station the remains
were met by Dr. Rankine Dawson, Mr.
Andrew Taylor and Prof. Harrington.
The remains were removed to the resi-
dence of Lady Dawson, University
street, whence the funeral took place
this afternoon.

HAD VISITED THE YUKON.

Ottawa, March 4.—All Canada is the
loser by the death of Dr. G, M. Dawson,
director of the Geological Survey, which
occurred on Saturday evening. = The
news was heard with surprise by all who
krew him, for the deceased had been
abeut his usual duties up till Thursday
evening, and nobody knew so much as
that he was seriously ill. Death is un-
derstood to have been due to a form of
bronehitis. Though he had labored un-
der a physical deformity from his infancy
(a broken back), Dr. Dawson had been
a man of unusual activity and endurance.
Y ears before the Yukon ever was thought
of as a land of rich mineral wealth, he
had penetrated to the head waters of
the Liard and of the Yukon rivers, pass-
in}z through hardships that might have
left their mark on many a man of robust
fram i

t of a giant. He leaves behind

Society elected him |

But under the weak exterior was |

Wap e T

hi Renievements of Weluch his country
may well be proud. He had woun distinc
tion among the geologists of the world,
and his name will be perpetuated in the
capital of the Yukon district, the rich
country of the world. It may
truly be said that it will be hard to find
a man to succeed to the duties of the of
fice he hLeld under the Canadian Govern-
[ msnt., Certainly, no worthy sugcessor
will accept the post without a much high-
er salary than that received by the late
incumbent.

est. g

THE FUNERAI

The body of the late Dr. G. M. Daw
gon, director of the Geological S i
Canada, who died suddenly in Ott
Saturday, was brought to Montr
morning by the Canadian Pacific
way. Acc nying the remains from !
the Capital were the Hon. Senator Primi- |
rose, Dr. J. F. Whiteaves and Mr. R. |
G. MeConnell, officially representing the
stafi of the Geological Survey, and the |
following members of the staff : D. R.
Dowling, H. Fletcher, James McAvoy,
J. F. E. Johnson, Mr. P. H. Schoyn, A.
P. Low, Dr. Barlow, J. C. Gwillin, Wil-
liam MeGuinness, L. M. Lambe.

The funeral took place this afternoon
from the residence of Lady Dawson.
mother of deceased, on University street.
A brief service was held at the house by
the Rev. F. M. Dewey, pastor of Stanley
Btreet Presbyterian Church,

Among those who followed the re- |
mains to Mount Royal cemetery in ad- |
dition to the Ottawa deputation were: $
Dr. Barnes, Prof. Coussirat, the Rev. |
Dr. Robert Campbell, Prof. Bovey, A
T. Taylor, the Rev. Prof. Clarke Mur- |
yay. D.D., Prof. Cox, Dr. Stirling, F. D. ‘
Monk, M.P., Alex. . Robertson, Prof.
Chandler, Lient.-Col. J .H. Jurland, Sel- |
kirk Cross, M.P., Dr. James Stewart, |
Dr. Peterson, principal of MeGill Uni- |
versity: James Coristine, Dr. D. McEach- |
ran, Prof. Penhallow, J. W Braken- |
ridge, Samuel Finley, Dr. Porter, ]’rnf.!

{
|

wa on

al this

Evans, the Rev Dr. George, the Rev.
Twoh Pedlev. Dr. Johnston.
DEATH OF ¥20F. DAWSON,

The death of Prof. George Mercer
Dawson, director of the geological
survey, will be a serious loss not only
to the civil service of the Dominion,but
to the scientific world. His was a
brilliant career from the days in
which, as a student in :the Royal
School of Mines, he secured the Duke
of Cornwall’s scholarship and Forbes
medal, to more recent times when as
one of the British commissioners on
the Behring Sea arbitration he render-
ed such invaluable service to his coun-
try and to the empire. On that occa-
sion he received the thanks of His
Excellency the Governor-General and
the C.M.G. from Her Majesty Queen
Victoria. His work as - a ‘scientist
Canada and by the geographical, geo-
legical and ethnological socleties of
Great Britain and elsewhere. The two
former societies of London awarded
him gold medals for his work in these
respective fields of scientific research.
:sutionalist, a charming companion and
a great favorite with all who had the
Ipleasure of his friendship. He devot-
ed his life to science and his literary
records of researches in the various
branches to which he directed his at-
tention remain as a monument of a
career of congenial and unremitting
effort on the part of a man specially
endowed by nature and equipped by
thorough training and experience for
the performance of services of inesti-
mable and lasting value to his country
and the scientific world at large. His
death at the comparatively early age
of 52 when many years of usgeful work

was recognized by the universities of |

Prof, Dawson was a brilliant conver-

-

seemed still ahead of him will be gen-

denlare
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y
GeorghMercier Dawson, C.M.G., LL.D., F.R.S.

o xﬂll‘adql' E {annouuie with deep regret the death of our distinguished gold
K | ~ medalis r. Geor 3 i + of the Geological Surve
S ‘h‘q teorge M. Dawson, Director of the Geological Survey of Canada,

S
=

at

<y

which took place at Ottawa, on March 2, after a short illness.

Georce Daws - s Vi | b ) 1

e reorge Dawson wag the son of the late Sir J. William Dawson, the well-known
anadis i Sk Wi 4 Te(; Fiad et

.L;tmam,,mv geologist and Principal of McGill University, Montreal, and was born at
T ( 4 S0 T C 3 4 ¥ 1

ictou, Novs Scotia, on August 1,1849. The love of natural science, and par-

ticularly of seology, proved to be hereditary, and without disparagement to the

greas abilitics of the father, it may be said that the son surpassed him in his own

special studies.

J‘Uthough handicapped by difficulties that would have broken the spirit and
embittered the heart of most men, George Dawson applied himself to study with
a devotion snd enthusiasm that ensured success in every department, while the
geniality of his pature and the unselfish generosity with which he assisted his
fellow-worksrs will remain as a cherished memory with all who knew him.

After attending the classes of the McGill University in Montreal, and deciding
to take up geology as his special subject, Dawson came to London in 1869, and
went throuzh the three-years’ course at the Royal School of Mines with high
distinction. Returning to Canada, he proceeded to put his training to use, both
by making mining surveys in Nova Scotia and by lecturing at Quebec. The
2 . . . . .

Boundary Commission charged with fixing and marking out on the ground the
49th parallel from the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains, across the
then almost unknown prairies, appointed him as geologist and botanist in 1873,
and for two years he was engaged in exploring work, which was exactly to his
mind, Intimate acquaintance with a vast stretch of country, including some of
the most featureless and monotonous regions on the face of the Earth, quickened

®bservatiors also Dawson had an opportunity of recognizing the mutual dependence

= of all the phenomena which can be studied in the field, and thus he early acquired
broad views of geography which prevented him from ever ralling into the narrower

modes of thought of a specializing geologist. A voluminous report on the geology
and resources of the country on the southern edge of western Canada was the per-
manent result of these two years’ work.

Immediately afterwards Dawson was appointed to a post on the Dominion Geo-
logical and Natural History Survey, a cervice that has trained many able travellers.

The work in which he made his name as a geologist and as a traveller was the
preliminary survey of the extreme western province and territories of the Dominion,
from the international frontier to the Arctic Sea. Here he was a pioneer of
geographieal discovery as well as of geological investigation. His journeys were
on a heroic scale, including many thousand miles of canoe travelling; and the
comprehensiveness of the work done can only be realized from the official reports
which were regularly published in the annual volumes issued by the survey. How
wide and clear his views of the structure of (Canada were may be best judged from the
short but singularly luminous chapter on the physical geography of the Dominion,
published in the ¢ Handbook ’ for the British Association meeting at Toronto in
1897. We know no better geographical description of any region, whether we
consider the profound personal knowledge it displays or its clear and cautious
eneralizations.

The explorations of the Yukon district, which Dr. Dawson commenced in 1887,
was the prelude to the development of the great mineral resources of that region ;
and his name has very appropriately been given to the chief centre of its mining
activity. It illustrates the modesty of the man to recall that Dr. Dawson would
never acknowledge that the town was named after him; when pressed with
a direct question on one occasion, he said, “I think it must have been after
some other Dawson, there are so many Dawsons in Canada!”

In 1892, Dr. Dawson was one of the commissioners appointed to investigate the
question of seal-life in Bering Sea, with reference to the arbitration proceedings
with the United States ; and for his services in this matter he was made a C.M.G.,
and received the thanks of the Canadian Government. Other honours came to him
in full measure, honorary degrees from the Canadian universities, and the presidency
of the Royal Society of Canada, and of the Geological Section of the British Asso-
ciation, the gold medals of the Geological and of the Royal Geographical Societies,
and the Fellowship of the Royal Society. In 1894, on the retirement of Dr. A. R.
C. Selwyn, Dr. Dawson was promoted to be the Director of the Canadian Geological
Survey. During his tenure of that office, he did all in his power to encourage his
staff to undertake journeys of exploration, and the numerous papers published in
our recent volumes by members of the Canadian Survey show how heartily the
encouragement was responded to.

During the meeting of the British Association at Toronto in 1897, Dr. Dawson
was indefatigable in helping the numerous visitors from Europe to make the most
of their opportunities in seeing Canada. He bimself accompanied one fortunate
party across the continent in the special railway car Chaudiére, and none who were
privileged to take part in that memorable trip can ever forget the kindness he dis-
played. No question was asked by the most learned geologists of the party that
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DR." GEORGEIM. DAWSON.

The unexpected announcement is
made today of the death of Dr. George
M. Dawson, head of the geo-
logical survey of Canada. The late
director inberited from his father his
taste and aptitude for scientific re-
search and exploration, without shar-
ing the disposition and faculty which

made Sir William Dawson a pillar of
theological orthodoxy. The younger
Dr. Dawson did not concern himself
with the theological bearing of his ob-
servations or those of other people.
He did not discuss the questions to
which his father gave so much
thought, and none of his writings show
that he was much interested in them.
He concerned himself only with the
scientific side of scientific subjects.
Dr. Dawson was a more effective
director that his predecessor, Dr.
Selwyn, because he was a practical
man and kept the survey more in
touch with the requirements of the
country. But so far as could be seen
his heart was never in the adminstra-
tion of the department as it had been
inn field exploration. The best of his
work was done as an explorer in new
fields, as he was expert in half a dozen
departmentsg of' natural history, and
was a man of indefatigable energy.
The specialist, who is only a specialist
in one small area of knowledge, has
his place in a geological survey, but
he is not fit to go out to an unknown
region to bring back a report of the
land. No one would have supposed
that the frail appearing body of the
little director was capable of the im-
mense labors and great feats of endur-
ance involved in his expeditions into
*he polar regions of the far north-
west. But the records of his twenty
years in the outside service of the
survey speak for themselves.
——— ¢

/EATH OF DR. GEORGE M. DAWSON
AFTER ONLY 48 HOURS’ ILLNESS

The Head of the Canadian Geological SHrvey Succumbed on
Saturday Evening From Bronchitis—An Eventful and
lisnorable Career Brought Suddenly to a Close.
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M. Dawson, C.M.G., F.R.S.B., director of|tention to geology and palacentology under

Yuitio f 1 pas 3 : 5
the geological survey iof Cinada. | Alter the ,lf‘ztun_ of Messrs. mlm\ : Huxley
and Etheridge, and to chemistry  and

whom Dawson City in the Yukon is named, | metals. in the laboratories of Frankland
died here Saturday night after bug 48 hours’ | @0d Percy. His work in the geographical
a1 survey was chiefly in British Columbia and
| the Territories, and while in

i of bron

s B
3 | the > icis 3 3
p(xm)rgp Mercer Dawson was horn ‘ ”fpr“rla ‘Aim'«’)l;l ‘?}!”"‘.\“h(?r:\;
ictou, N.S. UL s et = rtio he Festers
,omost'mnl@} }}‘f‘Lfr”]\.rY‘T' ,ffm' and was thelcountry, including a boat journey of 1300
Ho Was ('d”(‘”":(l "H‘[ ’\\]Il (:]‘, W. Dawson. | miles. One of the most Impertant of his|
Montreal ane -in 1860 : L 'f‘l Uniyersity, | public services was in connection with the
ISchiool of ;l'm ,:nl 4t ‘m‘:““] the Royal| Behring Sea arbitration, and as ome of the|
Sl rh.zler‘(:L-\f,IM]nn’ where he remain-| British commissioners he spent. the summer |
ramapes years. . He' was ficst in his|of 1892 in the Rehring Sea region for the
¢SS to passy being awarded the ' Bdward | = g B R . |
Forbes s BB &7 Edw purpose of enquiring into the facls and]
b medal and prize in pameonis conditions of seal life He received the
degree of LL.D. from Queen’s University

ind natural history.  Returning to Canada
e was engag i inine sur b
iy ;yl;q:‘;('”‘l ml yn‘:an, surveys. in Nov in 1890, and a similar degree from MecGil
ege, Quebee "\?, {;_,',]"" o \I rrin - Col- | University in 1891 In the same year he
2 X n 1873 he received the ap-| wag awarded the I sby gold medal from
the Liondon Geological Society for his ser-

peintment of geologist and botanist to

Her Majestty’ N OT ok a
-l 1jesty ,\' :\uhh American )-{nnnv].zl‘_\‘ | vices to the seience of geology. Ve was!
» on, which was en red in fxingialso a fellow of the N Joiy 1
h boundary line flom the Tak S G € Sociely of’]
Wootls: £ thas Book ne Take of the|Geology of London. In 1898 he was slect-
alk !w.\ f ;] the l-.:,;vllxyf,'\lwum:l,ms. In 1,|:i~‘[¢,d president of the Roval Geologici] S
aApe y e servel O - coaprs s pe b 2 3 o SR i

t two years, and|ciety of Canada; in the following vear was

wepared { i r satisfactory -

Wi[[‘}l mel : h];:hl,x_‘ f.a‘hs!drtmb mpj)rl. | made a corresponding member of the Yoo-
e B I.n‘m' > }n.iPsl, on the geological | logieal Society of London, and in 1805 was
P ot r¢ .\v'.l]lrl-f\ of the country.’ Inlelected a fellow ©Of the American Assicia

A 7S roorfios \ ey s P OTY TP O ¥ 5 % § S S
s l| Yry ‘l'y.ll 9 ]HL}\;H~=| a report | tion of Geology for the Advanecement of
0 ”“(‘m‘ ‘ n;‘x.lt. Dert¥iry Iermattoa, a|Science. In 1896 he was appointed by tlio
ie on the superficiul deposits of the| Council of ¢1 it1 i "

. . i { Council of the Rritish Associati resid
great interior plains of America. On thelof the itn\‘ ;.(:I:'H;ll?rlef‘:i;;"l'lt.
e = § s ; | : § > ontn
111.1‘{1‘32 n]mn of his ‘,‘1!.> ws on the houndary | meeting of the association. and in the next
bl (,';"n,?lr"i \ :’a\\:;«mnunl:rl to the _~‘»!:|fi‘ of ar was awarded the yearly golid medal of

i gheal survey of the Dominion in|the Geographical Soclety for his work as

geological =

1{’\ . Tx”‘zl became assistant  director in|a whole i
July, 1883, and deputy head of the geologi Decoas l
& 1853, 3 g geologi- cocased was the author of gevers rk

cal survey in January, 1895. While attend-"on geology. 3 el i

B e~} |







dhe %aiurbfm ®lobe, |-

[JTICA SATURDAY - MARCH 9,.1901,

The Late GEOAKGE M,

DAWSON, of Ottawa.

THE EMINENT GEOLOGIST, WHOSE DFA’I‘H IS A LOSS TO THE DOMINION,

GEORGE M. DAWSON.

'llle Late Head of the Canadlan Geo-
logical Survey.

Ottawa, March 7.—The death of
George Mercer Dawson, director of the
Canadian Geological Survey, caused
general regret among his wide circle of
friends and admirers in the Dominion.
He was a son of Sir J. W. Dawson and
was born in Picton, N. S., in 1849. He
received an early education in Mont-
real, where he-took a course as partial
student at MecGill University. In 1869
he entered the Royal School of Mines,
London, where he made a brilliant
course. Returning to Canada, he was
engaged for a year in mining surveys in

and the funeral took place in Montreal

| this week. The announcement of the

decease of the genial head of the geo-
logical survey created profound grief
among the staff, with whom Mr. Daw-
son was most popular, and was a great
surprise to the whole community, as the
illness of the eminent geologist was not
generally known, even in the city. Dr.
Dawson was unmarried and roomed at
the Victoria chambers. In scientific
circles his name was a household word
throughout the Dominion, and his la-
bors have won him distinction as a
geologist of international repute. His
?eath at such an early age is a national
0SS,
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