From there, Dawson would go on to make one of the most epic exploratory
journeys in Canadian history. Dawson is known to be the first educated man to
explore and map the Yukon. Dawson City is named in his honour. Although he was
primarily interested in what was beneath his feet, extensive correspondence
shows that he captured the interest of those he interacted with as well. He was
given the name Skookum Tumtum, “brave cheery man”, by the Cree, a First
Nations community he met while studying the Lake of the Woods region.

Dawson was keenly interested in the languages and cultures of the First Nations
peoples he met in his travels. While studying the coal deposits of the Queen
Charlotte Islands (now Haida Gwaii) in 1878, he prepared a comprehensive report
on the Haida people, which included a vocabulary of their language.

Personal notes of George Mercer Dawson on “the Haidas”. 1878.
McGill University Archives | Dawson-Harrington family fonds. MG1022
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