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ON JADEITE ORNAMENTS FROM CENTRAL
AMERICA.

BY F. W. PUTNAM.

[From the Proceedings of the Massachusetts Historical Society,
January Meeting, 1886.]

Mr. Pur~naMm exhibited, from the collection of the Peabody
Museum of American Archeeology and Ethnology, a number
of celts, small axes, and ornaments made of jadeite obtained
from burial-mounds in Nicaragua and Costa Rica, principally
from the explorations of Dr. E. Flint. Several of the speci-
mens agree, in specific gravity, hardness, and color, with the
Asiatic jadeite ; and in the absence of any known locality of
that variety of the stone in America, it is presumable that
they were all derived from the known localities in China.

Similar celts and small axe-shaped implements, made from
the same mineral, were exhibited from the pile-dwellings of
the Swiss lakes. Mr. Putnam thinks it reasonable to regard
the specimens from Central America as brought from Asia
- originally in the form of celts. Owing to the habit of placing
such objects in the graves of their owners, with the lack of a
further supply from Asia, gradually they became rare and
valuable, and remaining specimens were then cut and recut,
and cherished as ornaments, until finally these pieces were
deposited in the burial-monnds.

In support of this supposition is the fact that among those
from Central America, one is an elaborately carved celt, one
a large plain celt, and nine others are either halves, quarters,
or smaller pieces of celts. That these small pieces are parts of
celts is shown by their shape and by the portion of the cutting
edge of the celt which remains on most of them; also by the
exact fitting of two forming half a celt, which had been per-

forated to be suspended as an ornament, and afterwardsiert

on a line through the hole and so made into these two orna-
ments, in each of which a hole is drilled. Eight pieces are
perforated, and one is carved and notched.

Such facts, he said, deserve: most careful consideration as
records of the probable migration from Asia of the ancient
people of Central America.

Implements were also exhibited, made of other varieties of
green stones known under the general name of jade, including
a beautiful celt made of dark jadeite obtained from a mound
in Michigan. This dark variety is said to have been found in
bowlders in the Frazer valley, but it is unlike the specimens
from Central America.
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