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CANADA

Ottawa, 16th February, 1891.

Dear Jivr,>

I have the honour, by direction of the
Minister of Marine and Fisheries, to enclose , for
your infomation, a copy of Lieut: Gordon’s report
on the subject matter of your letter under dote the

12th January last.

(Enclosure) It is proposed as a preliminary step 10

5th Feb:’91. request of the Chief Commissioner of the Hudson’s
Bay Company,at Winnipeg, permission to appint the
Company’s Of ficer at the nearest Fort to the mouth
of the Mackenzie River, a Customs and Feace Officers
This would certainly give the Dominion Government
the services of a reliable Officer from whom data
would, from time to time, be obtainable to guide
< further
George. M. Dawson. ksq:

DoSo: LoLoDo » FoRcCoSo

(Geological Survey. Ottowas






further action.

I should be glad to be informed if this
proposal meets with your approval, and o have any
suggestions in comnection therewith with which you

may be pleased to favor me.

I am, Bir,
Your obedient Servant,
,»—-—é-/‘/\v-”? > ( p /
C 724 g & 722

TTTTET———————

o

e

Deputy Minister of Fisheries.






(Copy)

Me teorological Office.
Toronto, 5th February, 1891.
The Hom: C.H. Tupper. M.F,
Minister of Marine and Fisheries.

Ottawa.

Sir,~

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt
of your Memo: of the 3rd Instant, forwerding Frivy
Couneil ﬁcfervncc on the subject of the reported
wintering of the three United States’ Whale Ships
YThe Hume", "Grampus", and "Nicoline® at the mouth
of the Mackensie River.

I have carefully read Mr.Dawson’s Memo:
and fully agree with him as to the gravity ef the '
consequences which are iiable to ensue Sfrom the
unrestricted dealings of American Whalemen with the
Bskimo of the Norih.

The Offieers of the outlying Hudson Bay
Posts have for many years past been able (o manoge
the Natives so entirely by moral force that in
nearly every instance the word "fort" attached to
@ Hudson Bay Station, is either a military fiction
or a reminiscence of the days of rival Fur Companies
but, If alecohol, repeating arms ond sufficient
ammuni tion are placed within reach of these Natives
the harm they may accomplish will be limited only
by the distance they con travel and the amount of

ammuni i lon they posscss.
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I think, however, that the practice which
formeriy prevailed extensively of giving spirits in
any gquantities to the Natives has been Lo a great
extent abandoned by the best class of Américan
Whalemen. Many of them, I understand, only carry
smal ! quantitiés of spirits in the ship; and men
who are bold emough in the ordinary pursuit of their
calling, to take their ships over comparatively un-
known ground and winter on the arctic coast are
probably prudent emough not to give the Natives ony
quantity of spirits.

I do not think that the possession of
these repeating arms 18 so greal o danger, because
their supply of ammunition is necessarily very
limited, as the prices the Whalers chargé for it
are 80 high =~ o Lrapped white fox skin, worth in
our markets better than $1.60 would only rurchau
about etght or tem rounds of ammunition. An
Eskimo 18 not a good lomg dutaﬁu shot and will
miss more seals with his repeating rifle than with
his old flint gun.

The only real danger 18 in the giving of
any quantity of spirits te the Natives, and I am of
opinion that while these Whalers may give the Es-
kimo spirits to drink in small gquantities when
comped on the ice alongside the ships, so as to in-
duce them to retum, they will not be likely to gilve
any large quantity ; and without the spirits I have

every faith in the ability of the Hudson Bay Officer
to
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to control the Natives by moral forece.

Whatever misehief may be cdone, or danger
arise from these three ships, has already been done,
and the sending of a Messenger would be of no avail
beyong perhaps discovering, a month or so earliier
than otherwise would be the case, what has occurred
auring the winter.

The distance which would hawve td be
traversed from Prince Albert to the mouth of the
Mackenzie River would be, roughly speaking, t(wo
thousand miles, say at the time of this year Ninety
doys travel, and if a courier left Prince Alberi
egarly in March, it would be June before he reached
his destination, and by the (imé that the winter
quarters of the Vessels haa béen reached, the ice
might be breaking up and the ships on thé move.

I also think that i1t ts morethan likely
that this enterprise is the result of the discovery
by one of these three Captains of what seemed to him
to be a good wintering Station, which for all we
know may be on Herschel Islond, or on the coast, a
hundred and fifty miles from the mouth of the
Mackenzie River. If this should be the case, we
should probably fatl to reach them at all.

I am thereforme of opinion that we should
not send any special! messenger to give motice or
warnings to these Vessels. For the future warnings
can be conveyed through the U.S.Govt: or through

the British Consulate et San Froncisco, but we

should
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should be prepared to follow up the warning wi th
the force necessary o carry it out.

Two methods seem to be open 1o us in deal-
ing with this Quclttom One is to appoint the
Hudson Bay Of ficer at the nearest Fort to the mouth
of the River, an Officer of Customs, and send him
Sull and fomal Commission as a Peace Of ficer.
Arrange with the Hudson Bay Company that the Govt:
will pay the cost of any journeys such Officer may
undertake iIn the discharge of his official autiles
and would also pay the wages of Lhe mén he employed
as Constables for the time so employed on the jour-
ney. Then the Whalers having been duly
notified that they would hawe o pay full duties on
all stores beyond the quantities necessary for the
outfit of the Vessel, a formal demond would be made
on them for payment, and further, the provisions
consumed while wintering on Canadian Tervitory would
unless purchased in Canade, be subject to duty, as
I think that a ship so dismantled and housed over
becomes a domicile iIn Canada and should pay aduties
or consume Canadian goods. '

The other plan is to chorge a license fee
of Ten Dol lars per registéered Ton, and Ten Dol larse
per nominal Horse Fower extra for Steamships, on
all vessels wintering on our ghores =— such license
to be in lieu of Tariff and Customs’ charges == but
all dealing in breech-loading firearms, fixed am~
munipion and alcohol, should be absolutely prohibite g
These licenses might issue from the Fritish Consulate

at
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at San Framcisco, from Vietoria, 5.C., or Jfrom Fort
Simpson, and should only cover priviieges of irade
and wintering on the northern shores of the Contin=
ent, west of the 130th Meridian.
If it was found that the American Whalers
q;‘d %mii to recognixe the force of law as g repré=
%ser?erﬁbf’z@e szdson Bay Officer, we should have 10
Aft tg ou‘i a%ssdl and send her there in the season

ﬁ %riw en ,out or seize them if they wintered

A -

thozv, our stel being hersel f prepared 1o spend
thllwh@ r up there.

”EA

i I am, Sir,
é 'i Your obedient Servant,

( signed) Andrew. R. Go rdon.
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(Copy)

Lord Knutsford to Lord Stamley of Prestom
June 23rd 1891

In answer to your telegram Baden Powell expec=
ted to arrive at New York July 4th by Etruria going
direet to Ottawa; He would like like (group umde-
cypherable) (papersé) collected to seleet from.
Admiralty will probably be obliged to charter stea-
mer; Photographer not necessary he canm photOgraph:
Remaining points raised by your telegram will be
carefully considered. Ashley Froude accompenies . @

Baden Powell as Secretary for Commissions
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THENT oF P
CANADA

OTTAWA, 25¢h June, I89I.

I have the honour, by direction, to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 237'02'“
Instant, accempanied by your drajft of a Circular of
Enquirg).”

I am to state in reply that the Minister
has taken the necessary steps to give effect to

the suggestion conveyed by your letter,

L am, &Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

et

A S

Deputy Minister of Fisheries.

Dr.George. M. Dawson.,
e, &e.

Assistant Director. ¥
Geological Survey.

OTTAVA.
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d. S. Department of Hgriculture

Dear Dr. Dawson:

DIVISION OF ORNITHOLOGY AND MAMMALOGY

Washington, D. C.,_._ Nov. 2, 1891.

In reply te your recent letter 1 would say that T shall

be very glad to exchange with you the information indicated in
relation to the distribution of the Fur Seal in Bering Sea, as
observed by the various vessels during the past season. I have
asked the Navy and Treasury Departments for copies of the "seal logs’
of our war ships and revenue cutters, but have not yet received the
date. Will let you know as soon as the material reaches my hands,
but fear it is not so detailed as it should be,

If you are going to plot all available data under this head,
would it not simplify matters for you to plot our data with your own
and give us an exact copy of the resulting track chart?

Very truly yours,

Q.-\ﬁuhiﬁt:\\~’~ﬁ”'

Dr. George M. Dawson,
Asst. Director, Geological Survey of Canada,

0t tawa, Canada.












Enclosure-

MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES

OTTAWA , CANADA
November Znd. 1891

Dear Dr.Dawson/-

Replying to yours of the 29th.ultimo,
referring to meteorological data required in connection
with the Behring Sea Seal Investigation, I enclose you
a memorandum from Lieutenant Gordon a: to the officers

at the Observatory available for this purpose.

Yours fajthfully

Dr.G.M.Dawson
etc., etc.,
Geological Survey

T T kWA
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d. S. Department of Hoericulture

DIVISION OF ORNITHOLOGY AND MAMMALOGY

W L
W/ Washington, D. C.,November 11, 1891.

Dear Dr. Dawson:

Your letter of the 7th instant has just reached
me. I have now received copies of all the track charts of our
vessels cruising in Bering Sea during the past season, accompani ed
by the original records which I must return as promptly as possible.
I will have these copied at once and will send you the track charts
and "seal logs" as soon as possible, probably within a few days.

I think you will find the meteorological data you desire in these
reports, but in several instances the data relating to the seals are
not so full and explicit as they should be. We shall doubtless be
able to secure the information necessary to discriminate day tracks
from night tracks later on.
Very truly yours,

S DA i

(Dictated)

Dr. Geo. M, Dawson,
Director, Geological Survey of Canada,

Ottawa, Canada.
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| ADDRESS REPLY TO 11 CANADA
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF MARINE, |
OTTAWA.

sl

Ax‘f/
REFERTO No. 9.002 __,.;-;i;,/ﬂ/z/’//z‘/;; 13th November 1891

o Lo

I have the honour to enclose herewith a letter received
from Staff Commander J. G. Boultem te the effect that he desires
Mr. Campbell's attendance at his Office as soon as you can spare

him,and I have to request that you will kindly inform me when you
will be able to spare Mr. Campbell, 4&223({é4Z§;f7£/ CZﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂJ%kchu!

»

I am Sir

Your most obedient servant

| (R Deputy Minister of Marine.

G, M. Dawsen, E&ga. L. L. B
Assistant Directer.

Geological Survey,

¥






DOMINION. QF CANADA.

P

Department of Agriculture,

th __ »""f“w""’

Ottawa, Nov. 14th 1891 18

Dear Dr, Dawson,-

1 hawe received your letter of yester-
day and tried to call you up by telephone, as you re-
quested, but was not successful.

Some person from your office communicated with
the Department to-day on the subjeet of your letter and
I replied that I did not kmow of any Russian translators
in Ottawa, but that if you would send the documents
which you desired to have translated to me I would send
them to Wimipeg, where I have no doubt I shall be able
to get them translated. If you will, therefpre, Kindly
send the papers I will see that no time is lost in the
matter,

Believe me, &c.,
Yours truly,
D B TR g s e T R e o e e
&c. &e.

Geolog ical Survey

OTTAWA
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DOMINION OF CANADA.

Department of Adriculture,

()f/TlHl/'({, Nov. 21 st 189 1 18

Dear Dr, Dawson,-

I have received your letter of
yesterday's date with the Russian manuscript, which I
have already sent to Winnipeg with particular direetions
a8 to the translation.

Believe me, &ec.

Yours truly,

G.M.Dawson Esq.
Geologi cal Survey

OTTAWA
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d. S. Department of Hgriculture

DIVISION OF ORNITHOLOGY AND MAMMALOGY

&2¢}3 5 Washington, D. C., December 2, 1891.

Dr. George M. Dawson,
Ottawa, Canada.
Dear Dr. Dawson: -

I sent you yesterday by express, prepaid, seven
track charts of United States vessels cruising in Bering Sea during
the past season, together with copies of the "seal logs" of the same
vessels.

Regretting the delay in getting this off, and trusting you have
not, been inconvenienced, T remain,

Very truly yours,

~

(Dictated)

Track Charts Sent.

™ Corwin
~ Rush
™ Thetis

~ Mohican
~._Marion

“ Allied Fleet (not complete)
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THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF MARINE,

" TADDRESS REFLY 10 T

i OTTAWA.

REFERTO No. 9,133

Dear Sir,

CANADA

o

7

7y
,4%%#5&; 5th December 1891 .

e

Referring to my letter to you of the 1lst instant,

returning the tables of Meteorological Observations taken in the

Behring Sea.with Wind roses drawn from these tables,and an analy=-

sis of the observations done by Mr, Stupart of the Meteorological

Service,Toronto,I now enclose you the Chart of the Arctic Ocean

and Behring Sea to which you can transfer the Wind roses when

é} required,

G. M. Dawson, Esq.

Geological Survey.

Ottawa.

Yours very truly

//fb/’i{/z;f&ﬁ / :’7 .
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d. S. Department of Horiculture

i a?’ DIVISION OF ORNITHOLOGY AND MAMMALOGY
(BPgéigé/x”“ Washington, . C., December 14, 1891.

Dear Dr, Dawson: -

Your letter of the 10th inst. came Saturday and the
maps and "seal logs" arrived this morning, for which T am much obliged.
It seems to me that it will be very difficult to arrange the
discordant facts in our possession in such a way as to give a general

view of the whole.
Hoping that matters may be so adjusted that we may get together
and finish our part of the work soon, I remain,

Very truly yours,

T Voo 4 \\)\N:Wwﬂ..

Dr. George M. Dawson,
Ass't Director, Geological Survey,

Ottewa, Canada.
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