To the President and Members of the British Columbia Board of Trade

AR i TR g e

Your Committee appointed to report on matters relating to the Region known as the Upper

Yukon River, beg to report :—

They bave had several interviews with Captain Wm. Moore, who has submitted to them
Maps of the Upper Yukon River, and from whom they have obtained much intcresting

information of that comparatively unknown Region.

Tt is represented that the Upper Yukon, of which River several thousand miles of navigable
water flow through British territory, is rich in Gold deposits, and that during last year some
350 miners were engaged in those parts, and found profitable diggings, and as high as $140 was
taken to the hand in a single day.

Gold bearing Quartz has also been found.
The Region also abounds with fur bearing animals.

From the information afforded the conclusion is, that a large and valuable mining region

exists, and which in the near future will attract an important mining population.

The existing means of getting to that Region are attended with great expense and absolute

hardships and deter all but hardy adventurers and explorers from attempting to reach it.

It7appears, however, from Maps and notes which have been laid before the Committee that
a short route has been discovered which if opened up by the consiruction of a Trail, would make

it possible to reach that Region in the short time of about 6 days after leaving Victoria.

The Route is described briefly as follows:—At the head of Lynn Canal (in Alaskan
Territory) there is a Bay, named Shagna Bay, which is accessible to sea-going vessels of the
largest size, and is perfectly protected from winds, and besides having good anchorage, affords

excellent facilities for the erection of wharves.

From that Bay to navigable water on Takoun Lake or Windy Arm, which is part of the
Upper Yukon River, the distance by land is only, it is said, about 47 miles, 17 miles of which
are in Alaska and the remainder (30 miles) in British Columbia.

Arrived at Takoun Lake or Windy Arm the vast Yukon River is navigable (with the
exception of White Horse and Canyon) to its mouth in Behring Sea, for River Steamers of

large tonnage.

The land Route referred to crosses a range of mountains through a pass, the altitude of
which is 2400 feet above the level of the sea, or 1200 feet less than that of Chilcoot Pass, which
is the only other known practicable Pass.

It thus appears that only a distance of 47 miles has to be traversed by land to reach the
navigable waters of the Upper Yukon River, and when this route has beon opened it wili be
possible to reach those regions in about 6 days from Victoria; 4 days being occupied by Steamer
to Skagna Bay and 2 days in land travel, and a country of vast possibilities to the Miner and

Trader will then be within easy reach.

Tt is stated that the Government of the United States will, at an early date, construct a
trail through the portion of the Route in their Territory—that is, from Skagna Bay to the
Summit of White Pass—a distance of about 17 miles.

The remainder of the Route, 30 miles, as before mentioned, traverses British Columbia, and
the Committee therefore recommend that the Local Government should be urged to consider the
matter herein submitted, and to adopt means for continuing the trail from the point of
termination in Alaska, to Takoun River or Windy Arm, thus securing a trail over the entire

distance of 47 miles.
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Tnasmuch as such a trail would also open a way into the North West Territory (also a rich
mining Region) the Local Government would no doubt obtain the co-operation of the Dominion
Government in a work which would be beneficial to both Governments.

Another matter also deserving consideration is, at present Canadian goods destined for the
Upper Yukon in British Columbia and North West Territory, pass through United States
territory, and are in consequence subject to the duties of that country, the effect of which is that
that Region is entirely supplied with goods from United States, and practically the country as a

source of Revenue, or as an outlet for Canadian trade, is valueless to the Dominion.

The Dominion Government shonld therefore endeavor to arrange with the Government of
the United States a scheme by which goods purchased in Canada could be passed through
Alaskan Territory, in Bond, and probably the system which was adopted and is now in force in
relation to the Stickeen River and Cassiar might be applied at Skagna Bay.

A memorandum of distances from Juneau City to various points on the Youkon River
is appended.
MATTHEW T. JOHNSTON,?
R PERIEER

Committee.
THOMAS EARLE, §
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1o the President and Members of the Brifish Columbia Board of Trade.

Pl O v By

Your Committee appointed to report on matters relating to the Region known as the Upper

Yukon River, beg to report :—

They bave had several interviews with Captain Wm. Moore, who has submitted to them
Maps of the Upper Yukon River, and from whom they have obtained much interesting

information of that comparatively unknown Region.

It is represented that the Upper Yukon, of which River several thousand miles of navigable
water flow through British territory, is rich in Gold deposits, and that during last year some
350 miners were engaged in those parts, and found profitable diggings, and as high as $140 was
taken to the hand in a single day.

Gold bearing Quartz has also been found.
The Region also abounds with fur bearing animals.

From the information afforded the conclusion is, that a large and valuable mining region

exists, and which in the near future will attract an important mining population.

The existing means of getting to that Region are attended with great expense and absolute
hardships and deter all but hardy adventurers and explorers from attempting to reach it.

ItTappears, however, from Maps and notes which have been laid before the Committee that
a short route has been discovered which if opened up by the construction of a Trail, would make
it possible to reach that Region in the short time of about 6 days after leaving Victoria.

The Route is described briefly as follows:—At the head of Lynn Canal (in Alaskan
Territory) there is a Bay, named Shagna Bay, which is accessible to sea-going vessels of the
largest size, and is perfectly protected from winds, and besides having good anchorage, affords

excellent facilities for the erection of wharves.

From that Bay to navigable water on Takoun Lake or Windy Arm, which is part of the
Upper Yukon River, the distance by land is only, it is said, about 47 miles, 17 miles of which

are in Alaska and the remainder (30 miles) in British Columbia.

Arrived at Takoun Lake or Windy Arm the vast Yukon River is navigable (with the
exception of White Horse and Canyon) to its mouth in Behring Sea, for River Steamers of

large tonnage.

The land Route referred to crosses a range of mountains through a pass, the altitude of
which is 2400 feet above the level of the sea, or 1200 feet less than that of Chilcoot Pass, which
is the only other known practicable Pass.

It thus appears that only a distance of 47 miles has to be traversed by land to reach the
- navigable waters of the Upper Yukon River, and when this route has beon opened it will be
possible to reach those regions in about 6 days from Victoria; 4 days being occupied by Steamer
to Skagna Bay and 2 days in land travel, and a country of vast possibilities to the Miner and

Trader will then be within easy reach.

It is stated that the Government of the United States will, at an early date, construct a
trail through the portion of the Route in their Territory—that is, from Skagna Bay to the
Summit of White Pass—a distance of about 17 miles.

The remainder of the Route, 30 miles, as before mentioned, traverses British Columbia, and
the Committee therefore recommend that the Local Government should be urged to consider the
matter herein submitted, and to adopt means for continuing /the trail from the point of
termination in Alaska, to Takoun River or Windy Arm, thus securing a trail over the entire

distance of 47 miles.




Inasmuch as such a trail would also open a way into the North West Territory (also a rich
mining Region) the Local Government would no doubt obtain the co-operation of the Dominion

Government in a work which would be beneficial to both Governments.

Another matter also deserving consideration is, at present Canadian goods destined for the
Upper Yukon in British Columbia and North West Territory, pass through United States
territory, and are in consequence subject to the duties of that country, the effect of which is that
that Region is entirely supplied with goods from United States, and practically the country as a

source of Revenue, or as an outlet for Canadian trade, is valueless to the Dominion.

The Dominion Government shonld therefore endeavor to arrange with the Government of
the United States a scheme by which goods purchased in Canada could be passed through
Alaskan Territory, in Bond, and probably the system which was adopted and is now in force in

relation to the Stickeen River and Cassiar might be applied at Skagna Bay.

A memorandum of distances from Juneau City to various points on the Youkon River
is appended.
MATTHEW T. JOHNSTON,
R P REBEB Committee.
THOMAS EARLE,
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THE ALASKAN BOUNDARY QUESTION.

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION,
WasuingToN, D. C., Fanuary 3, 1888.

Hon. Joun B. MooRreE,
Department of State.
DEeAR SIR:

In pursuance of your request for suggestions bearing on
the question of the Alaskan boundary, I beg leave to submit
the following facts and observations upon them.

The coast of Southeastern Alaska is the valuable part of
that region. It has a climate modified by the ocean so as to
be comparable with that of Ireland, waterways reaching all
parts ofit, and making accessible its mines, fisheries, timber,
and remarkable Alpine scenery.

The “sea of mountains” eastward from the general line
of the coast is broken by rivers, giving passage to the interior
only at the head of Lynn Canal, at the Taku and Stikine
rivers, and at the head of the Portland Canal. West of Lynn
Canal the Alps form an impassable barrier until we come to
the Copper or Atna River, which heads west of the 141st
meridian, in American territory, and is therefore outside of
the limits necessary to be now considered.

The country even two or three miles inland from the coast
has a totally different and sub-arctic climate, and is of value
only for its rich but very limited placer mines. There are
doubtless quartz mines, and there is timber, but commercially
inaccessible, and therefore practically valueless. The placers
of the Stikine basin are now about exhausted. The Taku
basin is small and very alpine. The present attention of
miners is chiefly devoted to the placers reached near the
Yukon by the portage from the head of Lynn Canal. Doubt-
less the basin of the upper Yukon, though larger than the
others, is limited, and will in a few years be exhausted of its
placer gold, as the others have been, when for all practical
purposes this interior region will be entirely valueless, as it
affords few furs, and .not game enough to support a large
body of hunters. Even explorers have found it difficult to
support life there, in parties of less than a dozen.

It has seemed to me that the necessities of the case,
either with or without a treaty, would be well met by a plan
embodying the following ideas, it being perfectly well known
that the boundary specified in the existing treaty was formu-
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lated on a mistaken assumption as to facts, and is impossible
to determine by survey.

A line which can be most easily surveyed, and which the
average prospector could recognize without difficulty, and
which would follow the spirit of the old treaty more nearly
than any other, while modifying its expression, could in my
opinion be‘obtained in the following manner:

Let a point be determined on each of the four passage
ways into the interior— Chilkoot, Taku, Stikine, and Observa-
tory (or Portland) Inlet rivers—at ten marine leagues (or
any other mutually satisfactory) distance from the coast.
Then let the territory drained by branches coming into these
rivers seaward of this point (which should be shown by a
permanent monument) belong to the United States; that
drained by streams coming in eastward of the monument be
British. The boundary would follow the water parting, be-
tween the two. At Portland Inlet and at the head of Lynn
Canal the divide between the interior and coast watersheds
should form the line. This would be easy of definition, as
the pass is narrow and the ridge sharp and distinct. It would
give the United States a little useless territory on the head-
waters of the Chilkat River and take a little away from them
on the Chilkoot River, judged by the present theoretic bound-
ary. This would reduce the positions requiring careful
astronomical determination to three, namely, the inception of
the boundary line at the head of Portland Inlet, and the two
monuments on the Taku and Stikine respectively. This
reduction would probably save a season’s work, and corre-
sponding expenses, as the climate is unfavorable for astro-
nomical work.

The advantages of the above plan are, first, any man can
determine for himself on which side of the boundary he is
without any instrument except his eyes. There can be no
question as to the water parting in the sharply broken
topography of the region; it will speak for itself. As the
rivers and their valleys are the sole roads, no man can plead
ignorance of the fact when he reaches the boundary monu-
ment, and any doubt, away from the river, can be solved in
an hour by following the nearest brook to the stream of which
it is the tributary.

In general, I suppose that the survey which would be
necessary could be much more easily carried out than in any
other project, as the whole could be done by a meander of
the streams, and by very few streams, except fixing the
monuments. If the methods in use by the Geological or
Coast Survey parties on reconnaissance work were adopted,
and the practiced topographers of either organization put at
it (and the Dominion Geological Survey is equally well pre-
pared), the whole line from Chilkat to Taku, Stikine and



3

Observatory or Portland Inlet could be run in two or three
seasons, at most, by about four parties, and at an expense to
the United States (existing agencies being utilized) of proba-
bly not more than 125,000 in all. By military methods and
men the work would take twice as long, and would cost at
least half a million dollars. In regard to this matter of ex-
pense, I speak advisedly, having regard to estimates already
furnished by military authorities.

The United States, if the river monuments were fixed at
the present treaty limits of ten marine leagues from the coast,
would probably lose territory, theoretically, since the ten
leagues line carried along as on the coast survey map of
Alaska (1884) probably extends further inland than the head-
waters of many of the inland streams. But this loss would
amount to nothing, as the region is inaccessible except from
the British side, and practically worthless.

On the other hand, the plan proposed is more in accord
with the spirit of the present unrealizable treaty than any
other which occurs to me, and far more easy of determination
than any plan I have ever heard suggested.

As-to the strip of country between the 141st meridian and
the head of the Chilkat River, it is perfectly inaccessible from
the coast except by way of the Atna and Chilkat rivers. It
might well be left alone for many years to come, or settled
by taking the summit of the St. Elias Alps, everywhere visi-
ble from the ocean, which no man has yet reached, much less
scaled; but which could be united by a set of great triangles
from the head of the Chilkat and along the coast of the Pacific
from Fairweather Peak to Mount St. Elias.

Very respectfully yours,
Wwu. H. DaLL.

N. B.—This letter should be read in connection with the
coast survey map of Alaska, published in 1884, which, though
defective in later data elsewhere, is essentially the most accu-
rate as regards the region involved.
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