To the Editor or the Gazelte:

Sir,—In a previous communication some-
thingwas said as to the advantages of the site
of the Royal Victoria Hospltal Let us now
turn to the old site, as it may be supposed to
appear to the ordinary citizen.

The venerable and justly loved and res-
pected General Hospital, has, beyond the re-
membrance of the present generation of men,
been an institution of which our city has
gocd 1eason to be proud, and which has
conferred inestimable benefits not only on

_our own citizens but also upon strangers. It

bas been emphatically the English Hospital,
managed on the principles which commend
themselves to the practical good sense and
sagacity of the English-speaking portion of
our people, attracting to itself the best medi-
cal talent of Canada, and cared for and sup-
ported by the elite of our citizens, while it
has extended its benefits to patientsof every
origin and creed. It has also been
gn essential he'lper to the great medical

chool which has given Montreal celebrity

fas a centre of professional education, as
‘well as to the rivals which have recently
endeavoled to share its laurels. Ithasnow
the prestige of great reputation and endur-
ing urefulness. Its present governors re-
vere it as an object of solicitude to good
men who have passed away, and generations
of our citizens have looked te it as their re-
source in accident or sickness.

Such an institution necessarily commends

itself to the good will of all men, and it has
accordingly from time to time received
‘mapy generous gifts, and few of our more
wealthy citizens depart this life without re-
membering it in their wills, while there is
no charity to which they are more willing
to contribute. Any attempt to weaken or
injure it would be sure to meet with public
reprobation.

The site «f the General hospital was se-
lected at a time when the city of Montreal

- was almost limitcd to the ridge occupied by

St. James and Notre Dame streets, when
Ciaig street wsas in great part a swamp
where a botanist might still collect marsh
plents, and where possibly an early sports-
mezn might chance to have a shot at snipe.
Dorchester street was then nearly as far
afield as the mountain park is now ; and if
the recoids of the time were carefully search-
€d, it weuld  no doubt  be found that there
were congervative people then who depre-
cated a Jocation so distant fron the heart of
the city, and contrasted it with that of the
older hospitals then near the river side.
Medical doctors theén -considered the cen-
tral part of St. James streect sufficient-
ly . remote from their = patients, and
probably regarded a drive to Dorchester
street as something of the nature of a
country visit. ' Since that time all the large
lopulatxons occupying the western and up-
.per parts of the city have grown up, ‘and the
MGeneral hospital is nearer to the river than
to the rear of the c1ty, while the part of the '
town surrounding it is becoming more and
more occupied with shops, warehouses and
iactones, and itis bemg more and more en-
veloped in the i lncreasmg smoke of a man-

g ufacturmg town.

‘The nuns in the meantime have wisely
removed their great hospital to the upper
part of the city, where it has ample space
for extension and for surroundmg grouads,
and where the existence of the park on its
western ' side, that of the prevailing |
wind, ensures to it for all time
the inestimable '~ blessing = of  fresh
air for, its patients. In these ways
it possesses inducements which commend
themselves to the people, and which tend
to counterbalance the great advantages in
other respects offered by the General hos-
pital. The latter also falls short of the ac-
commodation necessary to meet the present
demand. It is said that many patients have
to be refused admission, and that the space
Loth for patients and attendants is altogether
inadequate. Donations a'd bequests in aid
of extension, it is true, have been received,
and p]ans for improved bulldmgs ha.\o
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themselves to the people, and which tend
to counterbalance the great advantages in
other respects coffered by the General hos-
pital. The latter also falls short of the ac-
commodation necessary to meet the present
demand. It is said that many patients have
to be refused admission, and that the space
Loth for patients and attendants is altogether
inadequate. Donations a'd bequests in aid
of extension, it is true, have been received,
and plans for improved buildings have
been prepared, but the more prudent and
sagacious of governors unquestionably are
impressed with the feeling that it would be
jmprovident to° expend large sums of money
on a site at present 1nsufficient for
the requirements of a good modern
bospital, and which must yearly become,
with the extension of the city and the occu-
pation of its central part for business pur-
poses, more and more unsuitable. The
governors of the hospital should, in the
public interest, regard not the present mere-
ly but the future, must note the upward and
westward extension of trade, population and
of cur churches and public institutions.
They should also bear in mind that within
not many years the churches and public in-
stituticns, which are now moving up to
western Dorchester and St. Catherine streets,
will be as much “down town ” as they were
in St. James and Craig streets, and that the
time is coming when the Mountain park
will be in the middle of the city. They
should be prepared not to tie themselves to
a piece of ground, however hallowed by
old association, but should be ready
to act with the same wise forethought which
animated the original founders of the hospi-
tal, at a time when the present extension of
Montreal would have beétn regarded as an
impossibility.

In the circumstances, the foundation of
the Royal Victoria hospital on a site further
removed from the lower and less salubrious
vortion of the city should-be regarded by
those interested in the General hogpital as
a welcome deliverance from a great and in-
creaging difficulty ; and if any arrangement
can be secured whereby the two hospitals
can work together and be mutually hels )
a great advantage to the public will be
secured. Besides this, economy is an im-
portant object. Se long as our French-
Canadian fellow-citizens prefer the ecclesi-
astically managed hospitals, which are
now being so severely repressed by their
brethren beyond the sea, it is evident that
the support and management of properly
equipped general hospitals must devolve on
the comparatively small English element,and
this should not be burdened with a duplica-
tion of work and expense. It follows that
amalgamation of some kind must commend
itself to all prudent men, animated by a sin-
cere regard for the public welfare ;- and the

“questicn really is how this may best be ef-

fected. To this end some concession may
be required in matters non-essential, while
securing the permanence of a thoroughly
efficient managing board representing all in-
terests, and the retention of all that is de-
tirakle in the capabilities of both sites and
of the buildings erected upon them.
Fortunately, while there is some mnatural
heritation and indisposition to any precipi-
tate action on the part of the governors of
the General hospital, the majority of them
«re disposed fairly to weigh in the publicin-
terest any proposals laid before them ; and
ihe board of the Victoria hospital, on its
part,has made advances and offered large

e

concessions in aid of union. This, it is un-
derstood, is with the full concurrence of the
generous founders of the new hospital, who
by the purchase of enlarged space on the
mountain side at a great additional cost,
have shown themselves disposed = to
consult in every way, even the prejudices
of some of the citizens, while at
the game time advancing much
beyond cur old ideas of the requirements of
a grcat and growing city, of whose
extensicn and progperity in the
feture they have, from  their own
successful work in this direction, some rea-
fon to feel confident. When the agitation
for improvement of the parish schools of
Scotland was in Progress some years ago, an
attempt was made to raise a popular cry to
the cffect that this was derogatory to the
memory of Knox, the great founder of these
schools. The reply was: «If Knox had
befn of your mind, there would have been
neither reformation nor parish schools.” Let
us not allow unreasonable prepossessions

with reference to the past to stand in the

way of enlightened provision for the future.

'Ibls,_ however, raises the question, how best

the rival sites may be combined and used

for the public benefit; and this may afford

material for another communication.

ONLOOKER. °
July 20, 1889.
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