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TO BE RECITED BY THE MINISTER EVERY SABBATH MORNING

AFTER O-LY-NU.

Almighty God, Thou who hearest prayer, Thou to whom

| we, Thy children, come with the burden of our sorrows and

| the tribute of our thanksgiving, fully trusting that Thou wilt
sustain us with Thy comfort, and accept our glad homage—
listen to us, we beseech Thee, in this solemn hour. Bless our
worship to-day. May the prayers we have uttered find their
way to Thy Heavenly Throne and win for us Thy mercy and
Thy love. May the gleams of Thy light, the visions of Thy
truth, which have come to bless our souls this day abide with
us when we have gone hence and are mingling with the

~worid, so that, whatever our trials, we may still hold fast to our |
faith in Thee, and whatever our temptations, we may still feel
the sanctifying influence of Thy presence.

O God, we beseech Thee to be with us in the coming days
of toil. Shew us the way of life amid the labyrinth of the
world. In storm and in sunshine help us to fix our hearts on
Thee. Give us strength to bear our load of care; give us
clearness of vision, so that we may see the wisdom and the love
that has laid it upon us. Teach us to hallow our joys with
thankfulness; may we ever look up to Thee as the gracious
Source of all our blessings. Help us to be true to our better
selves, to discern our real work in life, and to do it with all
our might. Be by our side when we are struggling with our
own hearts, when we are wrestling with temptation, when
we seek to rise above the failings and the weaknesses to which
we are prone. Help us to realise life’s meaning, to understand
its solemnity, so that each day we live may be yet another
step leading us nearer and nearer to Thee. Amen !
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THAT it is necessary and important that all our brethren
in faith should be well acquainted with the divine law
given them as a guide for their actions. That in order to pro-
mote due order and decorum in our Synagogues, and reli-
gion and morality within the bosom of our families, some
public instruction should be afforded by which the poor or
the uninformed should be taught, and the worldly and
careless reminded of their duties are propositions which T
suppose will be readily granted, and therefore require no
further proof or illustration.

The Gentlemen Elders of the Congregation, impressed
with these truths, and ever ready to promote the temporal
and spiritual improvement of the Congregation, whose interest
they superintend, ﬁnd'gng, that owing to the change of times
and circumstances, the religious instruction hitherto given
in the synagogue in the Spanish language had ceased to be
useful, since that language is at the present day no longer
understood by the greatest part of those members of the
congregation, who are natives of this country, resolved,
that in fature, Sermons in the English language should be
frequently delivered at the synagogue, in order to afford
the congregation the necessary religious instruction in the
only way it could prove useful, Some gentlemen of that
body did me the honour to declare their opinion, that they
considered me fit to execute their laudable intention, and
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although I was deeply impressed with the arduousness of the
task required of me, and justly diffident of my capacity to do
it justice, yet hoping that the purity of my intention, and the
beauty and holiness inherent in the subject on which T was
to treat, might induce an indulgent audience of my brethren
to look leniently upon the imperfections of a first attempt,
joined to the desire of marking by a prompt obedience my
sense of the honour conferred on me by their request, induced
me to endeavour to surmount all difficulties ; and the result
was, that [ found I had not miscalculated upon the for-
bearance and indulgence of my brethren, since the feeble
sermon which I am now induced to offer to the public, was
honoured with the general approbation of the audience. The
reason which induces me to publish it is this :—A Gentle-
man of high character and respectability, a member of the
congregation I have the: honour to serve, whose solicitude
for the welfare of his brethren is generally known and
appreciated, and with whose protection and friendship [ feel
honoured, was pleased to express to me his opinion that
what I had delivered ought to be made more useful by being
printed. His desire was to me a sufficient motive for a
prompt compliance, and accordingly I venture to present it
to the public, premising, that I offer it only as a feeble
essay, and trusting that the merit of good intentions may in
some degree extenuate the faults and imperfections of the
actual performance; and most happy and amply rewarded
shall I consider myself, if I have assisted the sacred cause
of religion among my brethren.

Yet it is impossible that any effort, however well meant,
that any endeavour of the rulers of the congregation, or the
pious and laudable exertions of any individual member, can
have the desired effect, unless it be seconded by the zealous
co-operation of the whole body of the congregation.—For
what will it avail that sermons should be delivered in the
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language of this country? if so many members of the con-
gregation should persist in absenting themselves from the
holy communion of their brethren, -and but rarely visit the
sacred place where we assemble to offer our united prayers
to our common Father. :

It is not my intention here to dilate upon this subject,

yet I hope that its importance may excuse my mentioning
here briefly, why public worship is preferable to private, and
also indicate some of the advantages attendant and conse-
quent thereon ; particularly since the refinements of a false
philosophy have armed with some specious arguments those
who desirous of excusing their indolence and want of faith,
are ready to grasp at any shadow which bears the appearance
of assisting them.—¢ What need can there be (say they)
for a constant attendance at the synagogue? Can we not
worship our Creator every where?” &ec. It is not difficult
to expose the fallacy of this argument, for although it is un-
doubtedly true, that as the eloquent Prophet expresses it
-the whole universe is God’s dwelling,? and the earth is
filled with his glory;? and that, consequently, wherever we
happen to be, we are always in his immediate and awful
presence. Still let the immense advantages resulting from
public worship be but for a moment considered, and all
apparent, all false, and all selfish objections and subterfuges
will disappear.

First, Because when we assemble in a place especially
dedicated to the holy worship of the Eternal, we are there
disengaged from the bustle and turmoil of the world, and
freed from domestic cares, all of which do elsewhere occupy
and distract our attention; for surrounded as we are in a
synagogue by every thing calculated to recal wandering

1 Isaiah, Ix, 1. 2Ib. vi. 3.
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thoughts, we are enabled to fix them entirely upon the holy
purpose for which we meet.

Secondly, Because we are there only, enabled to acknow-
ledge and thank, in the assembly of all our brethren, whom
the bonds of a common faith unites, for all the goodness,
blessings, and mercy which the Eternal has, and still bestows
on us as a nation; and these favours being received in
common, it follows that they can only be fitly acknowledged
in the sacred place where all assemble to offer their joint
prayers to the Throne of Omnipotence and Mercy, where
past favours are jointly and publickly acknowledged, and
where together we implore His further assistance and pro-
tection.

Thirdly, Because when we assemble in the synagogue,
we are there, [or ought to be,] animated with different
feelings as in the world ; for all the divisions of rank neces-
sarily introduced into human society, and which separate
the different classes, cease when they appear before God.—
In His presence all the distinctions of rank vanish, all the
prerogatives of power or weaith become useless, and the
advantages of superior wisdom are there vain and nuga-
tory; for within the walls of the sacred ¢ House of
Prayer,” all acknowledge their frailty and insufficiency,
and total dependance on the Creator for life and sup-
port. ~ Those in whom pride and self-sufliciency has
stifled the voice of religion and reascn, or those who con-
tinually plunged in the vortex of pleasure and dissipation,
have become callous and indifferent to their duties, are
there reminded or taught, that the privileges of birth, beauty,
or rank, and all the glitter of this world, are esteemed as
nought by the Eternal if they are unaccompanied by piety
and virtue; whilst the poor and humble are there taught
that the true distinction before God consists in what they
may arrive at, provided they are virtuous,
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Finally, Because of the good example it affords, not
only to the adult, but also (and perhaps especially so) to the
rising generation ; if, as it is said, we have (as a body)
degenerated in the strict observance of our holy religion from
the pious practice of our ancestors; if they had a greater
attachment and veneration for our sacred rites, customs,
and ceremonies ; in short, if they had more faith, more
nationality, then exists at present among their descendants,
it is certainly in a great degree attributable to their more
frequent attendance at the synagogue ; for then, Example
that powerful stimulus to all human actions, confirmed the
well-disposed and deterred the vaccilating, and the dread of
public censure effectually guarded the weak mind from
yielding to evil temptation.—The rising generation early
and constantly introduced into the public assembly of
the worshippers of the Eternal, received there impres-
sions of devotion, virtue, and nationality, and became
familiarized and accustomed to those habits of piety
(which, be it observed, they witnessed af home as well
as in the synagogue), and were confirmed in them in
maturer age, since nothing is more lasting, than the
impressions received in early youth.—The effects of a con-
trary practice, as far as it prevails in the present age, are
too well known, and too melancholy to dwell upon. Let us
hope, and indeed there is good reason to expect, that since
public religious instruction is now to be dispensed so as to be
generally intelligible, we shall again see our Synagogue
filled as * in the days of yore,” with men, women, and
children, all animated with one desire, viz. that of becoming
instructed in the Law of God, in orde~ to regulate their lives
by its holy precepts.
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SERMON.
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““FOR WHEN THY JUDGMENTS ARE ON THE EARTH, THE
INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUS-

NEss.” Isaiah xvi. 9.

We read in the Talmud, treatise Berachoth : ¢ Death is the
result of sin, so also are divine chastisements never inflicteds

but as the consequence of transgression.”

TaE occasion of our present assembly in this holy place,
must needs impress you with feelings of awe and devotion,
and cannot fail to call forth the sympathy and best feelings
of every reflecting and sensitive mind. Still more must it
impress with awe, and appal him whose task it is to address
you this day, even if better qualified for it, than I can pre-
sume to be. For devastation has gone forth through the
land, Death stalks around, with disease in its train. The
failure of an important vegetable production in various
parts of this empire, and of Europe, has caused a scarcity
and dearth, in articles constituting the first necessaries of
life. Thousands of our fellow-men and fellow-subjects
have, and are at this moment, suffering the indescribable




pangs of famine, and are perishing from want. Therefore
are the portals of every house of prayer opened this day
throughout the land, at the command of our most pious
and beloved Queen, and numerous congregations are every-
where assembled, jointly to invoke the Universal Creator
and merciful father of all mankind, humbly to supplicate
Him that He may deign to behold our affliction, accept
our penitence, stay His desolating hand, and remove from
us the heavy judgments which our many sins and re-
peated provocations have so justly deserved. And surely,
among the judgments by which the Almighty God asserts
His sovereignty and providence over the children of man,
there is none more grievous, none more awful than that
which is the occasion of our present assembly. We have
seen sufficient in this metropolis, and have heard and read
still more of the dire effect of this calamity (in the sister
island, in the north of Scotland, and in various parts of
Europe), and they must needs present themselves so strongly
to your mind, that I may spare myself the painful task of
dilating upon it, and harrow your feelings by a reiteration
of the miseries, the diseases, the acts of despair and of
insubordination, and the many physical and social evils to
which this calamity has given rise. It is certain, however,
that so much misery is only the result of a visitation of the
Almighty God; and that if we turn to Him, in humble
contrition and penitence, He will withdraw His afflicting
hand, and pardon our iniquities. For such is the infallible
dictum of God himself, pronounced by means of His pro-
phet Joel, on the occasion of a calamity, similar to the
present, desolating the land of Israel, mmTx abax o 7w
“ The fields lay waste, the land mourneth.” ¢ The husband-
men are ashamed for the wheat and for the barley, because
the harvest of the field is perished.” ¢ The trees of the field
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are withered.” » smwn Y5 onnan 18Dy yn “ Gird your-
selves, and lament, ye priests. Weep, ye ministers of the
altar.” mayp wp oy wp  “Sanctify ye a fast-day, con-
voke a solemn assembly; gather the elders, assemble all
the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord, and
cry unto God.” 923 529 1epb 85 “For is not the food
cut off from before our eyes, and joy and gladness from the
house of the Lord?” »sapyaw» oxs any oy “ And now,
saith the Lord, turn ye to me, with all your heart, and with
fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 5z 53325 wpy
po7a “And rend your hearts, not your garments, and
turn to the Lord your God; for He is merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindmess, and repents of inflicting
evil.”!

In the graphic description and impressive admonition
I have read to you, the eloquent prophet at once states the
true cause and the sole remedy for this affliction and judg-
ment. Accordingly, I will, in this brief discourse, endea-

vour to show :—

FirsT, that calamities like the present, are not accidental
events of nature, but visitations of Providence in conse-
quence of the sins of the world.

SeconpLY, That our sins have been ample to provoke that
anger; and,

= ; *

THIRDLY, endeavour to point out the means most likely
to avert these chastisements.

And ye, my dear brethren, join, O join me in my
fervent invocation to our God, that He may enlighten
my understanding, direct my words, and grant me His aid
and favor, that these my words which proceed from my

1 Joel i. 10—16. and ii. 12, 13.
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heart may enter yours, and produce their intended effect.
+ sopenay v 79385 +2b 13 op e red e

¢« May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my

heart be acceptable before thee, O Lord! my Rock and

my Redeemer.”!

L

The words of my text are too obvious in their meaning to
require any explanation, except that the word wawn judg-
ment is often applied in Scripture to those acts of divine
justice by which God vindicates His Divine Providence and
rule over the world, and for those acts of divine justice by
which he manifests his wrath against those who have excited
it. Although the calamities with which a considerable part
of this realm has been visited, have not exhibited themselves
in their more severe and desolating aspect in our immediate
vicinity, still we have seen enough of their dire effects to
make us shudder, inwardly reflect, and ask ourselves—

¢t Svvan mNn van o nsen pawb o ey o Sy
¢« Wherefore has the Lord done so to this land, wherefore
this great anger?”2 And I fear that the answer would be
the same as that given in the quoted text—
W N3 NNty e by

¢ Because the covenant and law of God has been forsaken.”s
At least, it were to be wished that either as Britons or
Isracli tes we had some just ground to suppose ourselves
exempt from the dire judgments now on this land, and, what
is still more important, that the hope of such an exemption
for the future could be founded in our state and condi-
tion as a people that acted righteously, and did not forsake
the ordinances of their God.”*

Ay 85 1bx bawm e ApTY R M0

t Ps. xix. 15. 2 Deut. xxix, 24. s Ibid. v. 25. 4 Tsaiah lviii. 2.
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Jut let us not deceive ourselves. We cannot, alas! put
this flattering unction to our soul. The open impiety
and profligacy we see daily around us in this vast metro-
polis, the great corruption both of principles and manners,
and the decay of religion among ourselves, give us but too
ample cause to conclude, that this exemption is not owing
to our righteousness, but to the long-suffering and mercy
of our God, “Who did not deal with us according to our
sins nor retributed to us according to our iniquities.” 1

13353 S 1minys 85 15 ney wwens 85
But let us remember that the rod and judgment which
are now only suspended over us, will descend with increased
severity, if we persevere in our evil courses, and slight this
fatherly admonition. For although as our holy law informs
us, “ God is all-merciful, most gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in mercy and in truth.”

NHRY T0N 291 DHN T jUm DM 5% ‘n

Yet ¢ he will not allow the guilty to go altogether un-

punished.” #
apa* &5 PN

Reason as well as revelation loudly proclaim to us the
existence of a Divine and all-governing Providence. What-
ever lives or moves on the earth or in the skies, and every
event, are not only produced, but directed by Him, and are
attributed in Seripture to his immediate agency. Thus it
is said that God “shuts up the heavens that there be no
ain, so that the earth yields not its produce ;”* or that He
opens the stores of heaven”* and commands Nature to yield
its increase. ° He maketh the barren wilderness fruitful,”
or “Through the wilderness of the inhabitants He renders a
fertile land sterile.”® He alone commands the elements,

1 Psal. ciii. 10. 2 Exod. xxxiv, 5. 3 Deut. xi. 17, ¢ Ibid. xxviii. 12.
5 Ps. cvii, 33. 34.
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and ‘raises or hushes at his pleasure the wild tempest and
the raging billows of the ocean.”t ¢ He maketh peace”? or
war, and “the heart of kings are at his command.”s In short,
there is no act, be it for the private or public benefit op
calamity of man which does not originate or is guided by
Providence. True, we think we see but the effect of
natural causes, but God has invariably preferred to act by
them, even in the operation of miracles. How the laws of
Nature are guided by God; so as in every case to produce
the various results He intends them to have, is far too recon-
dite for our confined understandings. For, as the prophet
truly says,—¢ God’s ways are not like ours, nor his thoughts
and acts like those of mortal man.”*

Even the unhappy occasion of our present meeting affords
us an apt illustration of this.

You all know that the present scarcity and dearth, with
its usual train of calamity is mainly owing to the failure of
an edible root which has long formed a considerable portion
of the food of the people of this country, and the only sup-
port of the greater part of the Sister Kingdom and else-
where, Now that destruction has been in so remarkable a
way, as to baffle the investigations of science, and has set at
nought all human wisdom and skill, either to detect the
cause, or to prevent the recurrence for the future. There-
fore, beit, that hosts of microscopic animalcula were chosen
by God as the ministers of his wrath, or that he employed
other occult agents to devastate and destroy this and
other valuable vegetable productions on which the food, and
consequently the life of man in a great measure depends :
it is certain, that this extraordinary fact ought to open the
eyes of the most incredulous, and cause him to exclaim
like Pharaoh. s pwnbst yaws  «The finger of God,”s

1 Ps, cvii, 25, 29, 2 Is. xiv, 7. 3 Prov. xxi, 1. 4Is, iv. 8. 9. 5Exod.viii, 15.
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i. e., his immediate agency, is here visible in this extra-
ordinary event, which so much deviates from the usual
course of nature, but in this, as in every event of life, the
all-directing hand of Providence is visible to every thinking
mind. Reason, as well as revelation, incontestably proves
this. For we know that God is the source and perfection
of all wisdom ; we are equally convinced that the purpose
of our creation and sending us into the world, was both for
his glory and for our happiness and perfection. Is it there-
fore not evident that neither of these ends could have been
fully attained unless Divine Providence regulated and con-
trolled events? How truly, therefore, and philosophically

proved, are the expressions of the Psalmist—
SPONRD Y 55 nx magn naw 119100
“ From the place of his Divine residence He superintendeth

all the inhabitants of earth,” because ‘¢ He who fashioneth
all their hearts must needs understand all their doings.” !
someyn 5o nx pamy 0ab Tn A8

Let us, therefore, be careful that we do not both  fool-
ishly and wickedly misapply to this calamity, and to
similar occasions, the words “accidental events;” for truly
nothing happens in the world by accident: in fact, there
is no such thing as chance or accident; what we call so, is
nothing else than that for which we cannot discover a
cause. It was well remarked by a wise author, that the
word “accident” is the reproach of our vocabulary, inas-
much as it is a term of no real meaning, but only invented
to veil our ignorance. I trust, therefore, to have proved,
that since what we term ¢ accidental events” are but the
effect of the mysterious: interpositions of a Divine Provi-
dence, whose aim it is to promote our happiness, and
since nothing does nor can happen without a cause, it
therefore follows, that our reason, strengthened as it is

1 Ps, xxxiii. 12,13,
B
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here by the direct and explicit words of Holy Revelation,
cannot arrive at any other conclusion, than that the cause
of this and similar calamities and judgments are only attri-
butable to our sins, and are sent as incentives to our
repentance and future improvement, as in the words of my
text, “ When thy judgments are on the earth, the inhabit-

ants of the world learned righteousness.”

IL.

We are next to prove, “that we have given ample cause
for this judgment.” Her most gracious Majesty, in her
Proclamation appointing this day of humiliation, truly
states, *“ the many iniquities of this land” to be the cause
of the present calamity. Indeed, no one who calmly views
modern society, and observes the unceasing, the all-
engrossing, and insatiable pursuit of wealth by all classes,
and the lax morality and vices it has induced, can for a
moment doubt the correctness of this assertion. It is the
nature of sinful man in prosperity, to forget the Author
thereof, Qur own nation has proved an early example of
this truth. 1 yan pe» pem was the reproach Moses made
us, and often since his time have we continued to deserve
it. It was, perhaps, not to be expected that our nation,
living as it does in the midst of the present artificial
society, could have escaped the faults or vices of the age;
but it is to faults peculiar to us, as Israelites, that I feel it
my duty this'day more particularly to advert. I am aware
that I am treading here on tender ground; but the para-
mount sense of this my duty silences all other considera-
tions, and therefore ¢ That which God shall put in my
mouth, that will I ‘speak;” * premising, however, in
order not to be misunderstood or misconstrued, that the

e gisienet -
Dent. xxxii. 15. 2 Numb. xxiii. 1.
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observations I am about to make, do not apply to either
this or any other particular congregation, but to Israel
and the state of Judaism in general.

In this and in other countries it is, alas! of that nature,
as to give us cause justly to dread that the same retri-
bution which has punished our ancestors, must also over-
take us, unless we avert it by timely repentance. At no
period of our history, excepting that immediately preceding
the destruction of our Sanctuary, when Saducees, Pharisees,
and other sects mutually destroyed each other, and caused
our nationality to perish, has infidelity and abandonment
of God’s law shewn itself more strongly and more openly
than during the last few years. Have we not seen in Israel
not only some of the laity; but even some of those who
should have been the shepherds and guides of their flocks,
impiously and presumptuously, like Uzzah of old, extend
their hand against the ark of the Lord, to alter and (ac-
cording to them) reform and improve the law of the Om-
niscient, which He, to whom futurity is revealed, has de-
clared to be eternal and unchangeable. How forcibly are
we reminded of the words of the prophet Jeremiah,! when
he predicted the approaching downfall of Israel :

3 WB DY R N‘P NN WHIN
¢ The professors of the law knew me not, and the pastors
rebelled against me.”

How many, alas ! there are in Israel who, having neither
piety, nor mental energy, to enable them to emancipate
themselves from the thraldom of the attraction of the world,
know of no other way (to use their own phrase) “to make
the law and life agree,” than to lower the law to their level,
and constantly to place it in the back ground whenever it
interferes with their inclinations or convenience.

1 Chap. ii. 9. Imore particularly allude here to the so called ¢ Assembly

of Rabbis” held at Frankfort last year.
2 Compare Ps, i. 16, 17.
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Neither are those wanting, whose blind zeal and super-
stition, cause as much mischief as the preceding class, who,
instead of friendly guiding and admonishing the erring
brother, and giving him a helping hand to restore him to the
right path, cast him forth with maledictions, and are thus the
cause of his perseveringin error and constantly falling into
greater and more grave ones. True religion is thus brought
to unmerited reproach, as if it prompted or sanctioned pro-
ceedings, so entirely opposed to its nature and best interest.
Yes, my brethren, there are yet Pharisees, as well as Sa-
ducees among us. Both, as in the days of old, threaten the

destruction of our sanctuary, and from neither can Israel

expect much good.

If I further consult the holy writings and our ancient
history, I find the cause of all our calamities attributed to
79 773y and DIN MY, i. e. rancorous and causeless enmity
against each other. 1y means the abandonment of God’s
worship for that of idols. It is true that since the destruc-
tion of the first temple we do no longer, in the literal sense
of the word, worship golden calves, the Moloch, or any
other idols of our own invention or as adopted from other
nations. But, would to God, we could hold ourselves
equally guiltless of having abandoned the service of our
God, and of having set up in our hearts, instead of Him,
idols: in a figurative sense of the word indeed, but idols
nevertheless, and devoted to them those powers and ener-
gies derived from, and due to our great Creator. In this
figurative sense God’s revealed will, and the duties we owe
to Him, are but too often laid aside, to follow and worship
the golden calf of filthy lucere, and to sacrifice our children,
nay, our own lives and dearest affections, to the idol of in-
satiable avarice and ambition. But it may be said: Is it not
lawful, nay, indispensable, that we should devote our best
energies to obtain our daily bread, and even to improve our
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condition, when we can honestly do so?—Undoubtedly
this is our duty, and also the intention of Him, who gave
us those energies and powers. But it is against God’s in-
tention, against His revealed will, and against our best in-
terests, if we unnecessarily render ourselves such slaves of
our ambition and to money-getting, that even the chance
or pretext thereof, is held a sufficient excuse for the neglect
of our sacred duties and the obligations of the law. Do
the exertions to obtain our daily bread, necessarily occasion
that so many Israelites cannot find time to worship and
thank their Maker when * they rise up” or “lie down
without N™n nSan or n'a, or even a few words in lieu
thereof? Will it justify the neglect of the great precept
of 158N and N*¥'y¥ 2 by so many in Israel ? And how many
take that very daily bread without thanks or thoughts of
the giver, like ungrateful children, who eat at the tables of

» 1

their parents and take it as a thing to which they are en-
titled, and for which they need not be thankful. Business,
all-engrossing business is the excuse. But isnot the praise
of God, the acknowledgment of His goodness, and the
propitiation of His future favor, at least, as importanta
part of our business of life, as any other we can have ?—
Acknowledged as this may be in theory, yet, in practice,
the all absorbing desire to procure riches and superﬂuities,
engrosses all the thoughts, faculties, will, and feelings of
mankind. Thus, for the chance of obtaining the fleeting
goods and pleasures of this world, they neglect the certain
and permanent bliss attached to the observance of God’s
will, as our sages remark : iy »n3 PPOW a5y Wi onan
Many other derelictions of our duty I could specify, but
one more must suffice, to which I request your particular

attention.

1 Deut. vi. 7. 2 Tbid. 25, and Numb, xv. 37, 40.
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None of the observances of our holy law is described as
more sacred, and is oftener repeated, than that of the Sab-
bath.

“The Sabbath,” say our sages, “is equal to all the other
commandments of the law.” mmnaw nyvn 5 7393 naw nbypw
That great and eternal sign between God and Israel,
which as men and Israelites we are bound to celebrate, on
account of the cessation thereon of the action of the
Creative power; vy naw.—That day hallowed by God,
and ordained unto Israel as a memorial of their deliverance
from Egyptian bondage.—That holy day given to us as
a boon in this weary life, and as a type and foretaste of
the eternal rest and bliss in this world to come—That
most sacred day is but too often desecrated, the name
of God prophaned, His commands contemned, and
sacrificed to the idol of lucre and the worship of the
golden calf. To that, the transgressors of the sabbath trust.
For they will not believe God’s promise that He will give
them sufficient during the week if they observe the Sabbath.
£ DYOY DD W DA D35 1M M7 1D 5 nawn 0b pna v e
Nay, they will not believe their own eyes and experience
which tells them that those who do not work on the sabbath
have generally as much as those that violate it, They shut
their eyes to the great fact that their fathers and grand-
fathers who observed the Sabbath, and who had greater
political difficulties to contend with, which hampered the
development of their industry, than we have at the present
day, did nevertheless prosper. The only allegation we hear
from transgressors of the Sabbath, in justification of their
conduct, amounts to this—Its strict observance” they say,
“would occasion loss of money.” Would they not feel
utterly ashamed to assign this as a justification for the
breach of moral laws ? And yet, how inconsistent are they,
if they consider that the mere fact of the danger of losing
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money, is a sufficient cause for the violation of this great
and divine precept. But let them remember that this very
golden calf they so assidiously follow, will no doubt griev-
ously disappoint most of its worshippers. For thus God
spoke by means of his prophet Hosea, pywmw =53 nar ¢« Thy
calf O Samaria! hath cast thee off, mine anger is kindled

: ” »
against thee.” 51 mny 5 PROADP NP ANDIDY WA M 4D
mop neyy ¢ For as they have sown the wind, so shall they
reap the whirlwind, having no stalk, the bud shall yield no
meal, and should it even yield; strangers shall devour it. *

yybar o A O

The application of this text is obvious. And so much I
have thought it necessary to say on this head, in order that
the judgment of God may be justified unto man, and that
we may truly say as our ancestors did of yore on the occa~
sion of their solemn fast and repentance, in the days of
Nehemiah, 3pwan 13mK) Ny NN by xan 5 by pry anwy

« But thou art just concerning all that is come upon us, for

Y9

Thou art just, but we have acted wickedly.’

111

If I have succeeded in proving to you the allegations of
the two first divisions of this discourse, I need not in this
last, enlarge to shew you, that the only remedy and pre-
ventive for this and similar judgments, consist in a perfect
and immediate repentance, not however externally only,
and limited to words, but, we must prove our sincerity by
deeds. « Tear your hearts not your garments” * says the pro-
phet, God did not accept the penitence of the Ninivites, and
regarded neither their fast, nor the sackeloth they had put
on, until they had changed their actions and turned from
their evil ways.” 2 ®M xbx oy 85 pnuyn XY DpY NN

1 Hosea viii. 9, 7. ¢ Nehem. ix. 33. 3 Joel ii, 13.
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YI3Y AYNT BT 1R 0D DwYp SR bk ““Let, therefore,
he who knoweth repent, and God will turn from his fierce
anger, so that we do not perish.” * Let us remember, that
the same power and mercy, which causes the humble grass
to grow, as well as the lofty cedar to flourish, * provides for
all, and for the meanest of His creatures,” and assuredly,
he could not design that man, the first of His creatures,
whom he intended for happiness, should perish through
misery and want, in the common course of nature, unless
it be caused by his own act and misuse of the divine gifts.
The poor, the orphan, and helpless will find “that God’s
mercies extend over all his works.”® ¢ For, lo! the eye of
the Lord is upon those who fear Him, and hope for His
mercy. To deliver their souls from death, and to preserve
them alive in time of famine.” * Finally let us remember,
that divine chastisement has no other motive,, than to
bring about our amendment, and to promote our eventual
good. Thus says the Lord in His holy law : ¢ Consider in
thy heart, that even as a father chastens his son (for his
good), thus doth the Lord, thy God, chasten thee” ¢ to
humble and try thee, and to do thee good at thy latter
end.”® And in the words of my text “When thy judg-
ments are on the earth, the inhabitants thereof will learn
righteousness.” Then, if we repress our worldly desires
and observe God’s law, both the ceremonial and moral ; if
the holy Sabbath be called and esteemed a day of delight,
dedicated to the honor of God 73131 /1 wph7 ;e if we, as
in duty bound, think of Him and thank Him, when we lie
down and when we rise up,” and gratefully remember His
benefits when we take our daily food, and on other occa-
sions, then He also will observe His promise, as written in

1" Jonah, iii. 10. 2 Ibid. v. 9. 3 Compare Ps. cxlv. 15, 16.
4 Psalm xxxiii. 18, 19. 5 Deut. viii.5. 6 Ibid, v. 16. 7 Ts.lviii, 13.
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the law.” h) b B bt 1'_“7-‘)'1 MpRa DR 2Y YR shnaYy NN
pawh pannb onbaxy... onya oowws < If ye observe my Sab-
bath, and reverence my sanctuary, if ye walk in my statutes
and keep my commandments, then will I give you rain in
due season, the land shall yield its increase, and the trees
of the field their fruit; ye shall be satisfied with food, and
dwell securely in your land.”t Be then comforted and have
good courage, O ye who trust in the Lord!”2 for (as the
prophet Joel says)? “The Lord will pity His people and say
anto them: Behold, I will send you corn, wine and oil,
and ye shall be satisfied therewith; the threshing floors
shall be full of wheat, ye shall eat in plenty, and be satis-
fied and praise the name of the Lord your God, that he has
dealt wondrously with you, and my people shall never be
ashamed.” ¢ Whosoever shall call on the name of the
Lord, shall be delivered, for on mount Zion and in Jeru-
salem there shall be deliverance.”

May this soon happen, Amen.

1 Lev. xxi. 25. g Ps.xxxi. 25, 3 Ch. ii. 18, 19, 24, 26, 32.
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SERMON.

£53m 2w y15 e b s S 0
1D PR NDR 853 AN PN DN 397 0N RN D MDY Nabn
$1p 53
““FOR WHEN THY JUDGMENTS ARE ON THE EARTH, THE

INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN RIGHTEOUS~

NEss.” Isaiah xvi. 9.

We read in the Talmud, treatise Berachoth :  Death is the
result of sin, so also are divine chastisements never inflicteds

but as the consequence of transgression.”

TaE occasion of our present assembly in this holy place,
must needs impress you with feelings of awe and devotion,
and cannot fail to call forth the sympathy and best feelings
of every reflecting and sensitive mind.  Still more must it
impress with awe, and appal him whose task it is to address
you this day, even if better qualified for it, than I can pre-
sume to be. For devastation has gone forth through the
land, Death stalks around, with disease in its train. The
failure of an important vegetable production in various
parts of this empire, and of Europe, has caused a scarcity
and dearth, in articles constituting the first necessaries of
life. Thousands of our fellow-men and fellow-subjects
have, and are at this moment, suffering the indescribable
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pangs of famine, and are perishing fron want. Therefore
are the portals of every house of prayer opened this day
throughout the land, at the command of our most pious
and beloved Queen, and numerous congregations are every-
where assembled, jointly to invoke th: Universal Creator
and merciful father of all mankind, bumbly to supplicate
Him that He may deign to behold our affliction, accept
our penitence, stay His desolating hand, and remove from
us the heavy judgments which our many sins and re-
peated provocations have so justly desrved. And surely,
among the judgments by which the Almighty God asserts
His sovereignty and providence over ‘he children of man,
there is none more grievous, none more awful than that
which is the occasion of our present assembly. We have
seen sufficient in this metropolis, and have heard and read
still more of the dire effect of this clamity (in the sister
island, in the north of Scotland, and in various parts of
Europe), and they must needs present tiemselves so strongly
to your mind, that I may spare myself the painful task of
dilating upon 1t, and harrow your feelngs by a reiteration
of the miseries, the' diseases, the acs of despair and of
insubordination, and the many physicil and social evils to
which this calamity has given rise. I is certain, however,
that so much misery is only the result of a visitation of the
Almighty God; and that if we turn to Him, in humble
contrition and penitence, He will withdraw His afflicting
hand, and pardon our iniquities. For such is the infallible
dictum of God himself, pronounced by means of His pro-
phet Joel, on the occasion of a cal:mity, similar to the
present, desolating the land of Israd, N nban mw T
¢ The fields lay waste, the land mourneth.” ¢ The husband-
men are ashamed for the wheat and fir the barley, because
the harvest of the field is perished.” ¢ The trees of the field
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are withered.” » sparyoompnnan o0y R “ Gird your-
selves, and lament, ye jriests. Weep, ye ministers of the
altar.” myp wp iy wap  “ Sanctify ye a fast-day, con-
voke a solemn assembly; gather the elders, assemble all
the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord, and
cry unto God.” n933 Saie yaps 85n < For is not the food
cut off from before our ¢yes, and joy and gladness from the
house of the Lord?” smypsaw»oxynnyon  “ And now,
saith the Lord, turn ye 1o me, with all your heart, and with
fasting, with weeping, ard with mourning.” 58y 09325 WP
03733 “And rend yoir hearts, not your garments, and
turn to the Lord your God; for He is merciful, slow to
anger, and of great kindness, and repents of inflicting
evil.”?

In the graphic desciption and impressive admonition
I have read to you, the eloquent prophet at once states the
true cause and the sole remedy for this affliction and judg-
ment. Accordingly, I vill, in this brief discourse, endea-

vour to show :—

Firsr, that calamitieslike the present, are not accidental
events of nature, but visitations of Providence in conse-
quence of the sins of the world.

SecoNDLY, That oUR sins have been ample to provoke that
anger; and,

TrIRDLY, endeavour fo point out the means most likely
to avert these chastisements.

And ye, my dear brethren, join, O join me in my
fervent invocation to cur God, that He may enlighten
my understanding, dired¢ my words, and grant me His aid
and favor, that these my words which proceed from my

1 Joel i. 10—16. andii. 12, 13.
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heart may enter yours, and produce their intended effect.
» sbygy vy o 7amb 225 j1am 0B BN Ny P

« May the words of my mouth, and the meditations of my

heart be acceptable before thee, O Lord! my Rock and

my Redeemer.”’

I

The words of my text are too obvious in their meaning to
require any explzmulion, except that the word pawn judg-
ment is often applied in Scripture to those acts of divine
justice by which God vindicates His Divine Providence and
rule over the world, and for those acts of divine justice by
which he manifests his wrath against those who have excited
it. Although the calamities with which a considerable part
of this realm has been visited, have not exhibited themselves
in their more severe and desolating aspect in our immediate
vicinity, still we have seen enough of their dire effects to
make us shudder, inwardly reflect, and ask ourselves—

+ mrm SY737 (A MM 7D MINIA PIRD 133 /0 Y 0 Sy
« Wherefore has the Lord done so to this land, wherefore
this great anger 2 And I fear that the answer would be
the same as that given in the quoted text—
WM N aany e by
« Because the covenant and law of God has been forsaken.”s
At least, it were to be wished that either as Britons or
Tsracli tes we had some just ground to suppose ourselves
exempt from the dire judgments now om this land, and, what
is still more important, that the hope of such an exemption
for the future could be founded in our state and condi-
tion as a people that acted righteously, and did not forsake
the ordinances of their God.”*
any NB \‘n‘:}: pawNnY NPy apay WN Y30

g

1 Ps. xix. 186 2 Deut. xxix. 24. Ibid. v. 25 4+ Tsaiah lviii. 2.
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But let us not deceive ourselves. We cannot, alas! put
this flattering unction to our soul. The open impiety
and profligacy we see daily around us in this vast metro-
polis, the great corruption both of principles and manners,

and the decay of religion among ourselves, give us but too

1

ample cause to concluc

le, that this exemption is not owing

to our righteous

ss, but to the long-suffering and mercy

of our God, “Who did not deal with us according to our

sins nor retributed to us accordino to our iniquities.” 1
{

£13950 Sy 13 mays w1y 15 me vens 85

loment which

e

But let us remember that the rod and juc
are now only suspended over us, will deseend with increased
severity, if we persevere in our evil courses, and slight this
fatherly admonition. For although as our holy law informs
us, “ God is all-merciful, most gracious, long-suffering, and
abundant in mercy and in truth.”

NORY DM 27 DR T 1M Byna S a
Yet “ he will not allow the guilty to go altogether un-

punished.” 2
np» 85 pay

Reason as well as revelation loudly proclaim to us the
existence of a Divine and all-governing Providence. What-
ever lives or moves on the earth or in the skies, and every
event, are not only produced, but directed by Him, and are
attributed in Scripture to his immediate agency. Thus it
is said that God “shuts up the heavens that there be no
rain, so that the earth yields not its produce ;" or that «He
opens the stores of heaven”* and commands Nature to yield
its increase. “ He maketh the barren wilderness fruitful,”
or “Through the wilderness of the inhabitants He renders a
fertile land sterile.””> He alone commands the elements,

I Psal. eiii. 10. 2 Exod. xxxiyv, 5. 3 Deut. xi. 17, + Ibid. xxviii. 12,
5 Ps. cvil, 33, 34.
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and ‘“raises or hushes at his pleasure the wild tempest and
the raging billows of the ocean.”t «He maketh peace”? or
war, and ““ the heart of kings are at his command.”® In short,
there is no act, be it for the private or public benefit or
calamity of man which does not originate or is guided by
Providence. True, we think we see but the effect of
natural causes, but God has invariably preferred to act by
them, even in the operation of miracles. How the laws of
Nature are guidcd by God ; so as in every caseé to produce
the various results He intends them to have, is far too recon-
dite for our confined understandings. For, as the prophet
truly says,—* God’s ways are not like ours, nor his thoughts
and acts like those of mortal man.”*

Even the unhappy occasion of our present meeting affords
us an apt illustration of this.

You all know that the present scarcity and dearth, with
its usual train of calamity is mainly owing to the failure of
an edible root which has long formed a considerable portion
of the food of the people of this country, and the only sup-
port of the greater part of the Sister Kingdom and else-
where. Now that destruction has been in so remarkable a
way, as to baffle the investigations of science, and has set at
nought all human wisdom and skill, either to detect the
cause, or to prevent, the recurrence for the future. There-
fore, beit, that hosts of microscopic animalcule were chosen
by God as the ministers of his wrath, or that he employed
other occult agents to devastate and destroy this and
other valuable vegetable productions on which the food, and
consequently the life of man in a great measure depends :
it is certain, that this extraordinary fact ought to open the
eyes of the most incredulous, and cause him to exclaim
like Pharaoh. ' poroN yask The finger of God,”s

. Ps. cvii. 26. 29. 2 1s. xiv. 7. 3 Prov. xxi. 1. 4Is.iv.8.9. 5 Exod.viil, 15.

1
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1. e., his immediate agency, is here visible in this extra-
ordinary event, which so much deviates from the usual
course of nature, but in this, as in every event of life, the
all-directing hand of Providence is visible to every thinking
mind. Reason, as well as revelation, incontestably proves
this. For we know that God is the source and perfection
of all wisdom; we are equally convinced that the purpose
of our creation and sending us into the world, was both for
his glory and for our happiness and perfection. Is it there-
fore not evident that neither of these ends could have been
fully attained unless Divine Providence regulated and con-
trolled events ? How truly, therefore, and philosophically
proved, are the expressions of the Psalmist—

: }‘WNH pm g ) SJ NR a2l ynawy 12ann
“ From the place of his Divine residence He superintendeth

all the inhabitants of earth,” because “ He who fashioneth
all their hearts must needs understand all their doings.” !
LY 55 NN Pamy pab 9 ayvh

Let us, therefore, be careful that we do not both fool-
ishly and wickedly misapply to this calamity, and to
similar occasions, the words ¢ accidental events;” for truly
nothing happens in the world by accident: in fact, there
is no such thing as chance or accident; what we call so, is
nothing else than that for which we cannot discover a
cause. It was well remarked by a wise author, that the
word ““accident” is the reproach of our vocabulary, inas-
much as it is a term of no real meaning, but only invented
to veil our ignorance. I trust, therefore, to have proved,
that since what we term “accidental events” are but the
effect of the mysterious interpositions of a Divine Provi-
dence, whose aim it is to promote our happiness, and
since nothing does nor can happen without a cause, it
therefore follows, that our reason, strengthened as it is

1 Ps, xxxiii. 12, 13,
B
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here by the direct and explicit words of Holy Revelation,
cannot arrive at any other conclusion, than that the cause
of this and similar calamities and judgments are only attri-
butable to our sins, and are sent as incentives to our
repentance and future improvement, as in the words of my
text, “ When thy judgments are on the earth, the inhabit-

ants of the world learned rightcousncss.”
[1.

We are next to prove, that we have given ample cause
for this judgment.” Her most gracious Majesty, in her
Proclamation appointing this day of humiliation, truly
states, ‘“ the many iniquities of this land” to be the cause
of the present calamity. Indeed, no one who calmly views
modern society, and observes the unceasing, the all-
engrossing, and insatiable pursuit of wealth by all classes,
and the lax morality and vices it has induced, can for a
moment doubt the correctness of this assertion. It is the
nature of sinful man in prosperity, to forget the Author
thereof. Our own nation has proved an early example of
this truth.  *wpan s poem was the reproach Moses made
us, and often since his time have we continued to deserve
it. It was, perhaps, not to be expected that our nation,
living as it does in the midst of the present artificial
society, could have escaped the faults or vices of the age;
but it is to faults peculiar to us, as Israelites, that I feel it
my duty this day more particularly to advert. I am aware
that T am treading here on tender ground; but the para-
mount sense of this my duty silences all other considera-
tions, and therefore “That which God shall put in my
mouth, that will T speak;” ® premising, however, in
order not to be misunderstood or misconstrued, that the

1 Deut. xxxii. 15. 2 Numb. xxiii. 1.
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observations I am about to make, do not apply to either
this or any other particular congregation, but to Israel
and the state of Judaism in general.

In this and in other countries it is, alas! of that nature,
as to give us cause justly to dread that the same retri-
bution which has punished our ancestors, must also over-
take us, unless we avert it by timely repentance. At no
period of our history, excepting that immediately preceding
the destruction of our Sa nctuary, when Saducees, Pharisees,
and other sects mutually destroyed each other, and caused
our nationality to perish, has infidelity and abandonment
of God’s law shewn itself more strongly and more openly
than during the last few years. Have we not seen in Israel
not only some of the laity ; but even some of those who
should have been the shepherds and guides of their flocks,
impiously and presumptuously, like Uzzah of old, extend
their hand against the ark of the Lord, to alter and (ac-
cording to them) reform and improve the law of the Om-
niscient, which He, to whom futurity is revealed, has de-
clared to be eternal and unchangeable. How forcibly are
we reminded of the words of the prophet Jeremiah,? when

he predicted the approaching downfall of Israel :

2D DUNTTY e ‘5 ONNA W
“ The professors of the law knew me not, and the pastors
rebelled against me.”

How many, alas! there are in Israel who, having neither
piety, nor mental energy, to enable them to emancipate
themselves from the thraldom of the attraction of the world,
know of no other way (to use their own phrase) “to make
the law and life agree,” than to lower the law to their level,
and constantly to place it in the back ground whenever it
interferes with their inclinations or convenience.

L Chap. ii, 9. I more particularly allude here to the so called ¢ Assembly

of Rabbis” held at Frankfort last year.
2 Compare Ps, i. 16, 17.
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Neither are those wanting, whose blind zeal and super-
stition, cause as much mischief as the preceding class, who,

instead of friendly guiding and admonishing the erring

brother, and giving him a helping hand to restore him to the

right path, cast him forth with maledictions, and are thus the

cause of his perseveringin error and constantly falling into

greater and more grave ones. True religion is thus brought

to unmerited reproach, as if it prompted or sanctioned pro-

ceedings, so entirely opposed to its nature and best interest.

Yes, my brethren, there are yet Pharisees, as well as Sa-
ducees among us. Both, as in the days of old, threaten the
destruction of our sanctuary, and from neither can Israel
expect much good.

If I further consult the holy writings and our ancient
history, I find the cause of all our calamities attributed to
=t 1Ay and DIN MY, i. e. rancorous and causeless enmity
against each other. 1} means the abandonment of God’s
worship for that of idols. Tt is true that since the destruc-
tion of the first temple we do no longer, in the literal sense
of the word, worship golden calves, the Moloch, or any
other idols of our own invention or as adopted from other
nations. But, would to God, we could hold ourselves
equally guiltless of having abandoned the service of our
God, and of having set up in our hearts, instead of Him,
idols: in a figurative sense of the word indeed, but idols
nevertheless, and devoted to them those powers and ener-
gies derived from, and due to our great Creator. In this
figurative sense God’s revealed will, and the duties we owe
to Him, are but too often laid aside, to follow and worship
the golden calf of filthy lucre, and to sacrifice our children,
nay, our own lives and dearest affections, to the idol of in-
satiable avarice and ambition. But it may be gaid: Is it not
lawful, nay, indispensable, that we should devote our best

energies to obtain our daily bread, and even to improve our

adition
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condition, when we can honestly do so ?—Undoubtedly
this is our duty, and also the intention of Him, who gave
us those energies and powers. But it is against God’s in-
tention, against His revealed will, and against our best in-
terests, if we unnecessarily render ourselves such slaves of
our ambition and to money-getting, that even the chance
or pretext thereof, is held a sufficient excuse for the neglect
of our sacred duties and the o bligations of the law. Do
the exertions to obtain our daily bread, necessarily occasion
that so many Israelites cannot find time to worship and
thank their Maker when ¢ they rise up” or “lie down” !
without n™nw nban or n'37y, or even a few words in lieu
thereof ?  Will it justify the neglect of the great precept
of 15BN and newy 2 by so many in Israel ? And how many
take that very daily bread without thanks or thoughts of
the giver, like ungrateful children, who eat at the tables of
their parents and take it as a thing to which they are en-
titled, and for which they need not be thankful. Business,
all-engrossing business is the excuse. But isnot the praise
of God, the acknowledgment of His goodness, and the
propitiation of His future favor, at least, as important a
part of our business of life, as any other we can have?—
Acknowledged as this may be in theory, yet, in practice,
the all absorbing desire to procure riches and superfluities,
engrosses all the thoughts, faculties, will, and feelings of
mankind. Thus, for the chance of obtaining the fleeting
goods and pleasures of this world, they neglect the certain
and permanent bliss attached to the observance of God’s
will, as our sages remark : mp» sna PPOWY mp 2} L W el (1)

Many other derelictions of our duty I could specify, but
one more must suffice, to which I request your particular
attention.

1 Deut. vi. 7. 2 Ibid. 25, and Numb. xv. 37, 40.
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None of the observances of our holy law is described as
more sacred, and is oftener repeated, than that of the Sab-
bath.

«The Sabbath,” say our sages, ¢ is equal to all the other
commandments of the law.” mmnaw msn 53 9335 naw mSYpw
That great and eternal sign between God and Israel,
which as men and Israelites we are bound to celebrate, on
account of the cessation thereon of the action of the
Creative power; wp naw.—That day hallowed by God,
and ordained unto Israel as a memorial of their deliverance
from Egyptian bondage.—That holy day given to us as
a boon in this weary life, and as a type and foretaste of
the eternal rest and bliss in this world to come—That
most sacred day is but too often desecrated, the name
of God prophaned, His commands contemned, and
sacrificed to the idol of lucre and the worship of the
golden calf. To that, the transgressors of the sabbath trust.
For they will not believe God’s promise that He will give
them sufficient during the week if they observe the Sabbath.
¢ oy Brd swwn ava 03b e i 13 Sy nawn 03 na v o wn
Nay, they will not believe their own eyes and experience
which tells them that those who do not work on the sabbath
have generally as much as those that violate it. They shut
their eyes to the great fact that their fathers and grand-
fathers who observed the Sabbath, and who had greater
political difficulties to contend with, which hampered the
development of their industry, than we have at the present
day, did nevertheless prosper. The only allegation we hear
from transgressors of the Sabbath, in justification of their
conduet, amounts to this—Its strict observance” they say,
“would occasion loss of money.” Would they not feel
utterly ashamed to assign this as a justification for the
breach of moral laws ? And yet, how inconsistent are they,
if they consider that the mere fact of the danger of losing

I e e



money, is a sufficient cause for the violation of this great
and divine precept. But let them remember that this very
golden calf they so assidiously follow, will no doubt griev-
ously disappoint most of its worshippers. For thus God
spoke by means of his prophet Hosea, e oy mar ¢ Thy
calf O Samaria! hath cast thee off, mine anger is kindled
against thee.” '52 oy 15 pPx P P ANDIDY WAL M9 0D
nop meyr  “ For as they have sown the wind, so shall they
reap the whirlwind, having no stalk, the bud shall yield no
meal, and should it even yield; strangers shall devour it.
Wpoas B Ry O

The application of this text is obvious. And so much I
have thought it necessary to say on this head, in order that
the judgment of God may be justified unto man, and that
we may truly say as our ancestors did of yore on the occa-
sion of their solemn fast and repentance, in the days of
Nehemiah, ypean 13may nwy nox s 195y 8301 53 5 pry nnsy
¢ But thou art just concerning all that is com e upon.us, for

Thou art just, but we have acted wickedly.”

ML

If I have succeeded in proving to you the allegations of
the two first divisions of this discourse, I need not in this
last, enlarge to shew you, that the only remedy and pre-
ventive for this and similar judgments, consist in a perfect
and immediate repentance, not however externally only,
and limited to words, but, we must prove our sincerity by
deeds. ¢ Tear your hearts not your garments” * says the pro-
phet, God did not accept the penitence of the Ninivites, and
regarded neither their fast, nor the sackcloth they had put
on, until they had changed their actions and turned from
their evil ways.” 2 X 858 wn) 8> Dnupn NNy op N

1 Hosea viii. 5, 7. 2 Nehem. ix. 33. 3 Joel ii. 13.
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Y31 YR DTN AR %D Ditewm O Db Let, therefore,
he who knoweth repent, and God will turn from his fierce
anger, so that we do not perish.” ! Let us remember, that
the same power and mercy, which causes the humble grass
to grow, as well as the lofty cedar to flourish, “ provides for
all, and for the meanest of His creatures,” and assuredly,
he could not design that man, the first of His creatures,

whom he intended for happiness, should perish through
misery and want, in the common course of nature, unless
it be caused by his own act and misuse of the divine gifts.
The poor, the orphan, and helpless will find * that God’s
mercies extend over all his works.”3 ¢ For, lo! the eye of
the Lord is upon those who fear Him, and hope for His
mercy. To deliver their souls from death, and to preserve
them alive in time of famine.” ¢ Finally let us remember,
that divine chastisement has no other motive, than to
bring about our amendment, and to promote our eventual
good. Thus says the Lord in His holy law : ¢ Consider in
thy heart, that even as a father chastens his son (for his
good), thus doth the Lord, thy God, chasten thee”” ¢ to
humble and try thee, and to do thee good at thy latter
end.”® And in the words of my text “When thy judg-
ments are on the earth, the inhabitants thereof will learn
righteousness.” Then, if we repress our worldly desires
and observe God’s law, both the ceremonial and moral ; if
the holy Sabbath be called and esteemed a day of delight,
dedicated to the honor of God 723131 11 wvpb 7 s “if we, as

in duty bound, think of Him and thank Him, when we lie

down and when we rise up,” and gratefully remember His

benefits when we take our daily food, and on other occa-
sions, then He also will observe His promise, as written in

1 Jonah, iii. 10. 2 Ibid. v. 9. 3 Compare Ps. cxlv. 15, 16.
4 Psalm xxxiii. 18, 19. 5 Deut. viii. 5. 6 Ibid, v. 16. 7 Is. lviiiy 13-
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the Jaw.”  'nny 191 1950 PR3 ax 93y ywwn NNIY NN
pardS nonrd pndaw . .. onya o3 “ If ye observe my Sab-

bath, and reverence my sanctuary, if ye walk in my statutes
and keep my commandments, then will I give you rain in
due season, the land shall yield its increase, and the trees
of the field their fruit; ye shall be satisfied with fod, and
dwell securely in your land.”t Be then comforted and have
good courage, O ye who trust in the Lord!”? for (as the
prophetJoel says)* “The Lord will pity His peoplc and say
unto them: Behold, I will send you corn, wine and oil,
and ye shall be satisfied therewith; the threshirg floors
shall be full of wheat, ye shall eat in plenty, and be satis-
fied and praise the name of the Lord your God, thit he has
dealt wondrously with you, and my people shall never be
ashamed.” ¢ Whosoever shall call on the nam: of the
Lord, shall be delivered, for on mount Zion and in Jeru-
salem there shall be deliverance.”

May this soon happen, Amen.

1 Lev. xxi. 25. 2 -Pa. xxx10:25,
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to-day an imperishable monument to the infinite wisdom of its Hea-
venly Author. Having cheerfully undertaken the obligations which
such a commission involved, our ancestors bad been made the wit-
nesses of a scene awful in its sublimity,of a spectacle without prece-
dent, without parallel. Descending in fire upon the quaking mount,
with terrible thunders, and lightnings, and cornet sounds, as His
ushers, the Almighty Sovereign of the universe had proclaimed to
them those immortal words which have formed ever since the basis
of all morals and improvement in the civilized world. So awe-in-
spiring had been the scene, that the terror-stricken people had drawn
back from the mountain, imploring Moses, their devoted leader, to
intervene, so that they might not again hear the dread voice of the
Omnipotent. And when, in compliance with their entreaty, Moses
had approached the cloud which signalized the Divine Presence, and
had subsequently returned with various laws, which he inscribed in
a book and read to them, they bad solemnly promised: “All that
¢ the Eternal hath spoken hhalizg)) ey we will do, and we
« will hearken.”” Not “ PN ynw;,” « we will listen, and, if
« it seem right in our eyes, we will do ! (as some of the enlightened
liberals of the present age mvigh condescend), but PN e
“having absolute faith in Thine infinite wisdom, we will first yield
¢ unquestioning obedience to Thy commands, and then, in a rever

«ential spirit, contemplate their excellence.” After the formal
ratification of the covenant thus entered into, Moses had been called
to the clouded summit of the mount to receive the Decalogue in-
scribed upon two tablets, and certain other laws, remaining there
forty days and forty nights,

Tt would be a natural inference that the recent occurrence Of
events so stupendous would have created in the hearts of our ances-
tors a wholesome dread of the might and majesty of their Deliverer,
a sense of profound gratitude for His unfailing protection so mar-
vellously displayed,and a commendable pride in the glorious distine-
tion it had pleased Him to confer upon them. It would be reasonable
to suppose that, notwithstanding the absence of Moses for a few
short weeks, they would have had sufficient faith in the beneficence
of the Being who had already given them so many signal proofs of
His love, to have awaited with patienceand confidence the return of
their leader with the tangible evidence of the covenant so recently
entered into.
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Picture to yourselves, then, the dismay of Moses when he received
the Divine intimation—

DO™3D PANRD DO R 3 Aner 5 T T
“Go, get thee down ; for thy people, which thou hast brought up
out of the land of Egypt, hath corrupted itself. They have turned
“aside quickly from the way which I have commanded them ; they
“have made unto themselves a molten calf; and they have pros-
“trated themselves to it, and have offered sacrifice unto it, and have
“said, These are thy gods, O Israel, that have brought thee up out of
“the land of Egypt” ! Inconceivable as it appears, the people who,
less than two months before, had tremblingly witnessed the revelation
of the God who declared that He had brought them forth from Egypt,
had now deliberately violated their solemn promise to obey His com-
mandmwents, the very first two of which prohibited the worship of
other gods and the making of any graven image. Yes; notwith-
standing the extraordinary distinction that had been conferred upon
them as God’s chosen, they had, in the words of the Psalmist,
“exchanged their glory for the similitude of an ox that eateth
grass”’ (1).

Thus it was that when the noise made by the idolatrous revellers
reached the ears of Moses, as he approached the people, accompanied
by Joshua, he had been enabled to reply to Joshua’s exclamation,
that there was a mnoise of war in the camp, by informing him
that it was not the voice of those who shouted for mastery, nor
the voice of those who cried for being overcome, that reached
his ears, but that it was the sound of singing, or, more accurately,
antiphonal singing, that he heard.

“©

€

My friends; to one who closely observes the course of events in
this great country, and whose settled residence in another land re-
moves him from the sway of local influences and personal interest,
there appears a startling parallel between the condition of Israel’s
camp at Sinai thirty-two centuries ago, and that of Judaism in the
United States of America to-day. Recent controversies would cer-

tainly seem to justify the exclamation, (M3 HADH ‘)jP

‘ Thereis a noise of war in the camp.” On the one hand we have the
followers of positive traditional, or orthodox, Judaism—that which

(1) Psalm CVI, 20.
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teaches the future restoration of Israel’s political nationality in
Palestine, with all that that implies, and which consequently insists
upon the perpetuation of those time-honored and hallowed institu-
tions which have been the means of preserving the national sentiment
of our people and preventing the extinetion of their identity during
centuries of persecution through which no other nation could have
lived. On the other hand we have the followers of what is so sadly
misnamed « Reformed ”’ ¢ Judaism ”—a system which, under the
cloak of liberality and enlightenment, has abandoned, in an era of
material prosperity, that which our fathers preserved with their life’s
blood ; a system which assails not only the fundamental doctrines of
Judaism, but the foundations of all religion ; a system which per-
mits blasphemous utterances in its pulpit ; a system whose chief
aim seems to be legislation for the convenience of the irreligious ;
stem whose sole successes have been to carve the ritual and

a 8)
mutilate the form of worship of our fathers beyond all recognition,
to banish devotion from public worship, to destroy the sanctity of
the Jewish home, and to scatter infidelity far and wide.

That this is no overdrawn picture may readily be proved. Reform
gives us in place of the personal God we adore,a “ God Idea” (1).
Reform denies supernatural revelation and the divine origin of the
Mosaic law (2). Reform degrades the Bible to the level of any
ordinary uninspired good book (3). One of its foremost represen-
tatives dares to ask if we must yet be cowed down by fear of the.
thunders of Sinai (4), and has the insolence to put the question
whether reformers are not justified in asking for a Bible purified
from all its offensive and obnoxious elements (5). He also alleges
that the personal revelations of the Deity recorded in the Bible are
mythical (6). Another exponent of reform has the presumption to

(1) Pittsburg Conference, ‘¢ Jewish Messenger,”’ December 11th, 1885
Note also protest in same newspaper, July 7th, 1871.

(2) Pittsburg Conference, ¢J. Messenger,”” Nov. 20th, 1885. Dr.
Kohler, ditto, June 26th, 1885. Dr. Kohler, ‘ Am. Hebrew,”” June 19th,
1885. Ditto, ditto, Nov. 18th, 1887. Rev. J. Krauskopf, ¢ Israelite,”” March
4th, 1887. Rev. R. Benjamin, “ Am. Hebrew,”” September 30th, 1885.

(3) Rev.J. Krauskopf, ¢ Israelite,” Nov, 12th, 1887. Pittshurg Conference,
¢«J. Messenger,”” Nov, 20th, 1885. Rev. S. Schindler, ditto, Jan. 21st, 1887.

(4) Dr. Kohler, ¢“ Am. Hebrew,”” June 12th, 1885.

(5) Ditto, ¢ J, Messenger,”” June 26th, 1885.

(6) Ditto, ditto, Nov. 20th, 1885.
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assert that there are deficiencies and inaccuracies in the Bible, and
that it contains much which no longer satisfies the requirements of
truth (1). A third states the belief that God did not give the Bible
to Moses and the Prophets, and that the Decalogue did not come
from Sinai, but that it is merely the embodiment of great truths
wrought out in the march of ages (2). Another ridicules the
miracles related in the sacred volume (3). And yet another,
evidencing the disbelief in supernatural revelation, has the teme m\
to du,l,nu that the Almighty reveals Himself to him just as to
Moses (4) !

It is only in accordance with such infidel heresies that reform lm\
assumed the right of rejecting all laws which, in the opinion of
leaders, are not adapted to the views of modern civilization (5):

for, once denying the Divine authority of the Bible, it can quite

consistently give full rein to the desires of its followers. Thus, one
of its prominent representatives exclaims, ¢ Thanks to reform we
“are more enlightened now-a-days. We light and burn, we ride
“ and trade, as much on Saturday as we please. Old-time notions !
‘We have cast them aside and almost forgotten them. As

“ eating and drinking, I eat and drink what I please. For this I

‘am a reformed Jew " (6) !

In short, were I called upon to define this *“ Reformed ”
“Judaism,” 1 should sum it up as a system which, in denying the God-
gwen avthority of the Bible, has placed itself in a position to justify and
legalize the abolition of every restraint which positive revealed religion
amposes, and to pander to the desires of its followers, however monstrous
they may be.

Jut, my friends, in all this we see merely an illustration of the
words of Koheleth, “ What hath been, is that which will be ; and
“ what hath been done, is that which will be done; and there is
“nothing new under the sun ” (7). Two thousand years ago there

(1) Rev.J. Krauskopf, ¢ Israelite,’”” Nov. 12th, 1886.

(2) Binswanger, “ Heb. Standard,’”’ March 11th, 1887.

(3) Voorsanger, ditto, Nov. 4th,1887. See also Krauskopf, ¢ Israelite,”
Warch 4th, 1887,

(4) Tllowizi, ¢ J. Messenger,”’ April 8th, 1887.

(5) Pittsburg Conference.

(6) Dr. Moses, ¢ Louisville Commereial,”” Nov. 28th, 1885.

(7) Ecclesiastes, I, 9.
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was a renegade movement by a faction of our people, which, as far
as it extended, completely erased all lines of division between
Judaism and the dominant creed: Emulating the example of that
renegade party, modern reformers are so excessively “liberal,” as
they term it, that they would practically obliterate all distinction
between Judaism and the prevailing religion, and thus they renounce
all doctrines, such as those of the Restoration and the future
advent of a personal Messiah, which preserve Jewish distinctiveness.
We find among their leaders men who favor intermarriage with.
non-Jews (1) ; we see their places of worship surrendered to non-
Jews for non-Jewish service (2), and their ministers occupying non-
Jewish pulpits (3). Indeed it will hardly be doubted that reform
practically means a renunciation of Judaism when one of its promi-
nent exponents tells us that there s no difference between Judaism and
Unitarianism (4) !

Two thousand years ago, the renegade party, delighting in the
ease and loose morals of Grecian heathenism, gladly hailed the
abolition of the restraints imposed by the Mosaic law, and, to quote
the language of the chronicle, “made their souls abominable with
“all manner of uncleanlines To-day, reform, giving full license
to the gross appetites of its followers, assails the Divine authority
of the Bible and terms respect for its dietary laws “culinary fana-
ticism " (5), and rejects those hygienic enactments whose marvellous
excellence it has been reserved for non-Jews to discover and laud.

The old-time renegades neglected the rite of the Abrahamic
covenant, and strengthened the hands of those who abolished the
observance of the Sabbath. Modern reformers evince a similar
contempt for the “perpetual covenants” between God and Israel,
by denouncing the divinely ordained sign of the covenant made

(1) Dr. 8. Hirsch, ‘“Jewish Law of Marriage and Divorce,” page 52.
Dr. Sonneschein, ¢“ Am. Hebrew,”” May 14th, 1886. Isidor Bush, ¢ Heb.
Standard,”” Jan. 21st, 1887. Dr. Sale, ¢ Am. Hebrew,”” July 1st, 1887.

(2) Temple Emanuel, New York, ¢ Easter,”” 1882. Waco Congregation,
“J. Messenger,”” Sept. 24th, 1886. Bene El Congregation, St. Louis,
¢ Israelite,”” Sept. 2nd, 1887. See also “ Israelite,”” Nov. 18th, 1887. Wil-
mington Congregation, «J. Messenger,”” Aug. 20th, 1886.

(3) Dr. Sonneschein, ‘“J. Messenger,”” June 26th, 1885, Dr. Mendelsohn,
ditto, August 20th, 1886. Dr. Landsberg, ¢ Israelite,”” January 8th, 1886.

(4) Dr. Schindler, ¢ Israelite,”” October 28th, 1887,

(5) ¢ Israelite,”” August 12th, 1887.
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with Abraham as a barbarous practice and “ a disgusting relic of.
barbarisin ”’ (1), and by trying to legislate the Sabbath out of exist-
ence (2), informing us that it has died of consumption, and that the
festivals should merely be kept as a memento of Jewish history (3).

Formerly a renegade high-pri.st bribed Antiochus Epiphanes for
permission to make apostates of his coreligionists. Modern reform
ministers wean their followers from Judaism by the less costly
method of encouraging their propensity to imitate non Jews in all
things, and by preaching infidelity pure and simple.

Two thousand years ago the renegades evidenced the depth of
their degradation by leaguing themselves with those who polluted
God’s sanctuary. In the present day, the leading reform congrega-
tion in this city of New York (4) has shown how low it has fallen,
how far it has swerved from loyalty to the God of Israel, so jealous
of His unity, by permitting within the building it is presumed to
have dedicated to His worship, what is termed an ¢ Easter ”’ service
—an institution which emphasizes @ denial of His unity! So low can
reform stoop !

Formerly the renegade priests, seducing the people from the true
worship of the Almighty to the more fashionable Grecian sensualism,
neglected the altar and hastened to partake of unlawful allowance.
Modern reform ministers prove similarly negligent of God’s altar
by compromising with irreligion and pandering to it, instead of
standing in the breach and denouncing it. And they, too, hesitate
not to partake of unlawful allowance.

In the days of the old renegade movement the abominations were
commanded, we are told, in order that the people might forget the
law and that all the ordinances might be changed. Doesnot reform
to-day accomplish the same end ?

(1) Dr. E. G. Hirsch, “ Am, Hebrew,” April 10th, 1885. Dr. Kohler, ¢ J.
Messenger,”” Nov. 20th, 1885. Dr. Moses, ‘‘ Am. Hebrew,”” October 8th, 1886.
Binswanger, ¢ Heb. Standard,’”” March 11th, 1887.

(2) Sunday services in New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, &c. Dr.Moses,
“Am. Hebrew,” October Sth, 1886. Isidor Bush, “ Heb. Standard,”” January
21st, 1887. Dr. Sale, * Am. Hebrew,”’ July 1st, |1887. See also account of
proceedings at meeting of Dr. E. G. Hirsch’s congregation, April 9th, 1885.

(3) Dr. E. G. Hirsch, ¢ Heb. Standard,” Sept. 10th, 1886, and ¢ Israel-
ite,”” October 28th, 1887.

(4) Temple Emanuel, “ Easter’’ (during Passover), 1882.
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In the time of Antiochus Epiphanes the re negade priests preferred
hwm)u :n favor to the honor of their fathers ; and the apostate high-
priest, to whom we have already referred, even went so far as to send
an ufu ring to a pagan deity. To-day we find a parallel in the sacri-
fice of principle which reform ministers make when they seek to
win the favor of the followers of the dominant faith by such exhibi-
tions of pseudo-liberality asthe employment of non-Jewish choristers
and the permiting of non-Jewish services within their places of wor-
;7,11‘]:

Now, my friends, the devotees of the pagan de ity did not employ
the uilumu of the apostate high-priest as he had designed, but
applied it to a secular object instead. And to-day we find that non-
Jews refuse to receive with favor reform’s sacrifice of principle.
Thus a non-Jewish journal declares: “OQur sympathies are with
““ those who defend the faith of their fathers. Christianity is so re-
“lated to Judaism that we have a dee p interest in seeing the latter
mmummul in its purity”” (1). The same journal also asserts: It
is immeasurably better for them (the Jews) to be orthodox Jews
““than ‘liberal’ infidels” (2). Another hon-Jewish newspaper
remarks with reference to reform Jews: ¢ They are out-and-out
¢ infidels, and carry their scepticism further than recreant Christians
“are apt to do” (3). Yet another non-Jewish journal observes : “Is
i ther“ enough left of Judaism among these reformers to make it
‘ worth while to hold conventions and maintain colleges? Itisa
“singular development of religious history that in the nineteenth
century millions of Christians are far more devout believers in the
“writings of Moses and the Prophets than thousands of the most
“ prominent Hebrews ”’ (4).

Again, we are informed that sore calamity overtook the old-time
renegades because of their apostacy, and that those whose customs
they followed so earnestly, and whom they desired to be like in all
things, became their enemies. Now, is it not notorious that where
our people respect their religion to-day they are respected, and that
where they do not, strong anti-Jewish fcduw exists? Witness the
sentiment that prevails at certain American summer resorts !

[

(1) Pittsburg “ Christian Advocate,” August, 1886.
(2) Ditto, January, 1886.

(3) New York ¢ Sun,”” November, 1885.

(4). ““ Observer,”’ July, 1887.
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But let us carry this parallelism a little further. The rencgades
of two thousand years ago have disappeared, and still Judaism lives.
Then as now, those who broke away from the faith of their fathers
were of the influential class. And if we go back to a still more
remote period, we find that Korah and his rebellious party were
DU 2N mirale) ’;\'-‘lp 1Y AN’Y “princes of the con-
gregation, called to the assembly, men of renown” (1). Indeed i
would seem to be the design of Providence to demonstrate the vmmortality
of Judaism by preserving it notwithstanding the loss of those who ought
to be its brightest ornaments. That history is repeating itself is very
evident ; for although they may possess much of the influence
which wealth confers, it 1s an wncontrovertible foct that the followers of
l"fu/‘/n are be 7’/1;/ /'(12)[«/72/ ]4/,11,',# be yu)z:] the p///»; uf,]1/v7r/1’.<7n~—e\'(:n their
own champions admit the low state of religion among them (2).
That the future chronicler will have to record of them a fate
similar to that of those who were traitors to the cause of Judaism
in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes, it requires neither a Moses nor
an Isaiah to predict.

Speaking of the old renegade movement, an eminent contempo-
rary ohserves: “ It has left in Jewish history no memorial excepting
¢ the ignominious contemnpt which naturally rests on an undertaking
“ that commenced with fickleness and ended in treason to religion
“and nationality ” (3). Will not the future historian write in
similar terms of that which is so wrongly styled “Reform ”?

But, my friends, M3} 90 RY MY MY P PN
ﬁc‘}Hﬁ “it is not the voice of those who shout for mastery, nor

“the voice of those who cry for being overcome,” that attracts our
attention in a survey of Israel’s camp to-day—we detect no shout of

(1). Numbers, XVTI, 2.

(2). Dr. Kohler, ¢ Hebrew Review,”” January 1st, 1881, page 113,
Dr. Gotthiel,  Am. Hebrew,”” May 16th, 1884.
¢ Am. Hebrew,”” July 25th, 1884, page 9.

¢ J. Messenger,”” July 24th, 1885, page 4.

¢ Am Hebrew,”” July 30th, 1886, page 11.
President’s semi-annual report, Dr. S. Hirsch’s congregation, July
25th, 1887,
Circular of Dr. Kohler’s congregation, October, 1887.
(3). Graetz-Jastrow.
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victory by Reform, for its best friends admit its failure (1), nor do
we perceive a cry of defeat or weakness from Orthodoxy, for
Judaism has not been preserved through all the dangers and trials
of the past thirty-two centuries for so ignominious an end asdeath
at the hands of the so-called “reformed rabbis”’ of America. Provi-
dence will never permit them to accomplish that in which a Pharaoh,
a Haman, an Antiochus, a Hadrian, a Torquemada, and other
would-be destroyers of Israel failed !

What really doesconcern usin the condition of American Judaism
to-day is 13} ‘,'JHP, literally the sound of antiphonal singing, but
which we may render, in accordance with the paraphrase of the Jeru-
salem Targum, the voice of those” who praise in strange swz'iuf,—JTP
TINTDN RINDDI POOP-

When the Almighty informed Moses of Israel’s sin, He said g
j,‘gy, “thy people hath corrupted itself.” But "why 'I'Qy,
“thy people” ?  When Moses stood before Pharaoh it was [1ogs
Y NN, “send forth my people.” Rashi informs us (2) that the
expression "‘Qy, “ thy people,” applies to the 39 A7), or mixed

multitude, who accompanied our forefathers from Egypt, and who

were the cause of their corruption.

Now, my friends, in support of my contention that there is a start
ling parallel between the condition of Israel’s camp at Sinai
thirty-two centuries ago-and that of Judaism in the United States
of America to-day, we, too, have a ““mixed multitude ”? * who praise
“in strange service ’—a third party which has not sufficient love for
the faith of our fathers to remain orthodox nor sufficient honesty to
style itself ¢ reform,” but which seeks refuge in the conveniently

ambiguous term

conservative,” and bends the knee “in strange
service ”’ to the popular idol—fashion. Thus, it is fashionable to in-
troduce an organ and family pews in places of worship ; it is fashion-
able to have prayers recited in the vernacular; it is fashionable to
ape un-Jewish customs; and this fashionableness “conservatism ”’
endorses and encourages.
(1). Dr. Kohler, ¢ Am. Hebrew,”” Feh. 2Tth, 1885, page 37.
L k% June 19th, 1885.
“ American Israelite,”” October 21st, 1887, page 8.
See also all the preceding notes on the low state of religion among
reformers.
(2). Rashi on Exodas, XXXTI, 7.
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Until quite lately such bending of the knee ¢ in strange service’
was termed “reform ;” and a congregation that introduced an organ,
or family pews, or prayersin the English or German langnage as part
of its ritual, was understood to have deserted orthodoxy and to have
become ¢ reformed.” But recently the utterances of the radical sec-
tion of the reform party have made the more moderate so ashamed of
the term © reform ” that they have quietly assumed the designation
<¢ gonservative ’—not that their attitude towards orthodoxy has changed
in the least ; not that they hawe receded from the position which they as-
sumed when, in their sup

erior. enlightenment, they turned their backs upon
orthodoxy ; not that they are less reformed ” now than they were then,
BUT THAT THEY DO NOT LIKE TO BE BRANDED WITH TEE STTGMA
WHICH ATTACHES TO THE TERM “REFORM '’ NOW THAT THE REAL
TENDENCY OF THE MOVEMENT HAS BEEN EXPOSED !

In plain language, then, reformers have fallen out among them-
gelves ; and as the more moderate among them wish to be dis
tinguished from the extremists, they term themselves “conservatives.”
But let us not be deceived by such juggling with words. It is true
that moderate reform is conservative when contrasted with radicalism:
but it is equally true that orthodoxy is conservative; and thus the
assumption of this designation “conservative” by moderate re-
formers is at once most deceptive and most dishonest, for it is caleu~
lated to cause many to lose sight of the fact that while thereis an
ever widening chasm between orthodoxy and radicalism, there is also
a gulf between orthodowy @ nd, moderate reform, which nothing short of
negation of principle can bridge over.

AND IT IS IN THIS MODERATE REFORM, NOW S0 OFTEN STYLED
% GONSERVATISM,” THAT OUR. REAL DANGER LIES. Radicalism goes
so far that it destroys itself. But moderate reform, whose various
graded stagesare but so many stepping-stones from orthodoxy to radicalism,
and whose assimilation of its form of worship with that of non-Jews
evidences that same slavish imitation of un-Jewish forms that charac-
terizes radicalism, does not shock us by assailing fundamental doc-
trines, a course which would prove fatal to its success, but malkes its
«changes in an insidious manner, 0 that the unwary are gradually led
away from the faith of thewr ‘wthers.

Now, we have already remarked that the old renegade movement
« sommenced with fickleness and ended in treason to religion and
nationalty.” As history is repeating itself, we have in moderate
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reform to-day, with its changes made so often merely for the sake of
change, the fickleness which develops into the treason of radicalism.
Wemust therefore guard with the utmost diligence against the Jurst
symptoms of this fickleness, against the first evidences of a desire for
change ; for while THERE NEED BE No FEAR FOR THE FATE OF ORTHO-
DOXY AS ASYSTEM, while the Providence that has Pprotected Israel in the
past will never permit a shout of wictory by the trastorous nor « cry of
defeat from the Jaithful, INDIVIDUALS and CONGREGATIONS cannot be
too careful lest, by countenancing that * praising in strange service »?
which moderate reformers mask with the term ““ conservatism, they place
themselves under the operation of that inexorable law which, while
preserving Judwism against all dangers, has cast Jrom it those
whose love of un-Jewish customs rendered them unworthy of the
honor of being Jews.

There is a dangerous tendency to-day to belittle the difference
between orthodoxy and moderate reform, and, by familiarizing the
members of one party with those of the other, to gradually efface
the distinction between them. We hear a great deal about « bro-
therly love,” and “an era of good feeling ;” asif concession and
peace-at any cost were a first consideration and principle a very
secondary one. The prophet’s injunction against crying * Peace,”
where “ there is no peace” (1), is thus deliberately ignored. But, my
friends, the folly of making the slightest concession in matters of prin-
ciple has been demonstrated by the extremes to which radicalism has.
run only through such concession. Rest assured, then, that we can do
no better than emulate the example of Moses when he had to deal with
those who “ praised in strange service.” Although the meekest of
men, he hesitated not to treat with the utmost severity those who
had proved disloyal. "7,\’ =3 %) *“ Who is on the Lord's side,
“let him come to me” (2). There was no concession, no compromise
of principle then ; there must be no concession, no compromise of
principle now. . As Orthodox Jews, gratefully bowing to the
Almighty’s design that we be distinet from all others in matters
of religious observance—1s men and women who reverently
cherish the time-honored customs that have given effect 1o
that design, customs that are endeared to us by the most
hallowed associations—it bec_mes our sacred duty to protest with
all the energy of which we are capable against the alolition of any of the

(1). Eazekiel, XIII, 10.

(2): Exodus, XXXII, 6.
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old distinctive institutions, and to emphasize that protest BY DRAWING A
SHARP LINE BETWEEN ORTHODOX CONGREGATIONS AND THOSE THAT
HAVE SO DEGENERATED AS TO INTRODUCE IN THEIR PLACES OF WOR-
SHIP FORMS THAT ARE ESSENTIALLY CHARACTERISTIC OF NON-JEWISH
SERVICE-

1t is not necessary that a congregation go the whole length of deny-
ing supernatural revelation to merit censure. From the moment that
it has introduced what are known as “ MODERATE REFORMS,” it has
turned its back upon orthodoxy, and henceforth ALL ASSOCIATION
WITH IT IN RELIGIOUS MATTERS BECOMES AS DANGEROUS T0 ORTHODOX
CONGREGATIONS AS CONTACT WITH A MAN SMITTEN WITH A DEADLY
CONTAGIOUS DISEASE IS TO ONE IN THE ENJOYMENT OF HEALTH.

I know, my friends, that at a time when unprincipled compro-
mise and weak concession are only of too common occurrence,.
those who stand in the breach and manfully uphold the glorious
banner of Orthodox Judaism are ridiculed and denounced as bigots
and fanatics. But with the proud consciousness that we are doine
our duty and following in the footsteps of our sainted predecessors,
who, if they could return to earth, would range themselves on the
same side as that on which we “Dbigots” and “fanatics " are bat-
tling, we need care but very little for the taunts of the unprincipled.

It is because the ministers and members of this congregation have
ever had the manliness and true Jewish spirit to be intolerant of
wrong, it is because they have always refused to compromise in
matters of principle, that “ Shearith Israel ” has remained firm as a
rock, while congregation after congregation has drifted into the
stream that leads from Judaism. So worthily has it fulfilled its
duty as the oldest Jewish congregation in this great country, so
truly has it exemplified the virtue of urnswerving loyalty to the
traditions of historical Judaism, that its fame has spread to other
lands, where its name is synonymous with fidelity and consistency.
With such a record and with such a reputation, we do not hope for
too much when we give expression to the belief that, with the
Abmighty’s blessing, it will ever continue to lead nobly in the
future, as it has led most nobly in the past;so that even though
other bodies prove disloyal, ﬂ‘jjy wy NS SN2 DN,
¢« Shearith Israel will not do wrong,” will not prove unworthy of
its position, of its sacred trust.

HINY O

(1) Zephaniah, ITI, 13.
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“For not in haste shall ye go

go forth, and not in
flicht shall ye go; for the Eternal goeth before vou.
and the God of Israel will be your gatherer.”

—Igaiah, LII. 19,

————

The Passover festival, which we are now
celebrating, is essentially our national fes-

tival. Not only does it commemorate that

wondrous night when the angel of destruc-
tion swept over the homes of Israel’s cruel

taskmasters :
not only is it the anniversary of the 1

irth of our nati-
onality, that glorious culmination of the series of mar-
vels wrought in Israel’s behalf; but, with that beauty
of design which ever characterizes the ways of an all-
wise Providence, it is associated with nature, and thus
preaches to us in manner most «f]mluvm'. Faith, Huln':
faith is the ability of the Almighty to fulfil the words
of His prophets, hope in the glorious future which
they promise to our nation. Celebrated by divine
command in the spring of the year when nature is re
viving, Passover bids us study nature, bids us contem-
plate nature’s return to life after the death-like sleep
of winter, that in this return to life we may

recognize




a type of Israel’s revivals in the hoary past and in the
days yet to come.

When our ancestors groaned under the tyranny of
the Egyptians, to look forward to deliverance secemed
to be hoping against hope. And yet even if at one
time they did doubt the accuracy ot the glad tidings
that deliverance was actually at hand, they never
abandoned hope in its ultimate accomplishment. In
the regular recurrence of nature’s seasons they beheld
a literal fulfilment of the Divine promise to Noah that
while the earth lasted harvest should follow seed-time
and heat follow cold, that summer and winter and
day and night should not cease ; and by this regular
recurrence of light after shadow, of life after apparent
death, they were confirmed in the faith which impell-
od them to believe that the God who had promised to
deliver them would fulfil His word ¢ven as He redeem-
ed the promise made to Noah.

To us who live thirty two centuries later, with what
additional significance is nature’s revival fraught!
We have seen all the power and ingenuity of man ex-
ercised since the destruction of the Temple to effect
our extermination. But as nature simply sleeps dur-
ing winter to burst forth into all the splendor of spring,
so has our nation merely slept during the long winter
of its dispersion, bearing within it, even as it did at
the time of the Egyptian bondage, those germs of
national life which but await the fiat of the Almighty
to break forth into all the glory of revived nationality.

To emphasize a fact upon which we have repeat-
edly dwelt, Israel, the smallest and least powerful of
ancient nations lives to celebrate this the 3212th. an-
niversary of its birth, while all the mighty empires of
antiquity without exception, have been swept off the
world’s stage by the relentless hand of time. In this
miraculous circumstance (for it is in very truth the
miracle of miracles) not only nave we irrefutable testi-
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mony to the over-ruling providence of the Almighy,
but we have a literal fulfilment of the prophecies re-
lating to our dispersion and preservation.
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“And yet for all this, though they be in the land of
their enemies, I will not cast them away, neither will
I loathe them, to make an end of them, to break my
covenent with them. for I am the Eternal their God.”

Not only, then, does the circumstance that our mar-
vellous survival evidences the work of an almighty
and all-wise Being lead us to conclude that this all-
wise Being would not have preserved us through all
the trials and dangers of thousands of years except
for an end whose glory will be fully commensurate
with so stupendous a miracle, but this literal fulfil-
ment of the prophecies relating to our dispersion and
preservation compels us to infer that the prophecies
foretelling our restoration in the land given to Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob and their descendants will be
fulfilled with the same fidelity ; for it is inconceivable
that the word of God can be true in the one instance
and false in the other.

And what is the character of these prophecies re-
lating to our future? Is there any ambiguity, any
uncertainty about them? Do they leave room for
doubt. for difference of construction, difference in in-
terpretion ?  On the contrary, the are expressed with
the utmost clearness. By way of illustration, let us
cite the words which Moses addressed to our ancestors
immediately after he had foretold the very dispersion
which we are now experiencing.
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“Even though thy outcasts be at the uttermost part
of the heavens, from there will the Eternal thy God




gather thee and from there will He take tlhee, and
the Etirnal thy God will bring thee unto the land
which thy fathers possessed and thou shalt possess it,
and H: will do good unto thee and multiply thee

> In this inspired message of our

above thy fathers.
great legislator, we have a perfectly clear, perfectly
explicit statement of the future in store for us. The
Almiglty Himself declares that our nation shall a-
gain possess its ancestral home, and not all the power
and ingenuity of man, nor all the scepticism of our
own degenerates, can prevent the literal and complete
fulfilment of this promise.

In the dreary ages of our dispersion it was faith in
the fulflment of this promise, and consequent hope in
the restoration of Israel’s glory

nd

, that fortified our
fathers to withstand trials a persecutions under
which eny other people would have sunk. Sustained
by this hope and faith, they were enabled to defy a
world combined against them, enabled, phoenix-like,
to rise into new life from the ashes of devastated
homes and ruined fortunes, enabled to outlive those
who pltted their extermination. And if there were
anything that could strengthen this faith and hope,
it was their celebration of the Passover. Assembling
in their Ghetto homes, and often even in subtci‘mneu‘n
crypts, to observe the Seder, they telt that even
though sorely tried by persecution they had not been
entirely abandoned by Heaven, for they realized that
their very celebration of the festival was evidence of
providential protection and guidance, and thus in-
spired with faith and sustained by hope, they looked
forward confidently to the future, exclaiming with
implicit trust in the fidelity and immutability of the
Almighty : X
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“At present we celebrate the festival here. next
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year may we celebrate it in the land of Israel.’

And we who can celebrate the Seder withoat dread

of the intrusion of a bloodthirst y mob as in former
times, we who can assemble at that time-honoured
and beautiful cerc emony without fear of the diabolical
“blood accusation” heard in certain parts of Europe
to-day, we whose lives and liberties are protected and
safeguarded in this glorious British Empire: Shall
we allow ease and prosperity to render us indifferent
to our nation’s future? Shall we permit our faith in
Israel’s destiny to degenerate into vmpty vords ot
admiration for our people’s history—¢“empty words”
because stamped with indifference as regards the
hastening of our national restoration ? Shall we pray
daily for the revival of Zion’s glory, but irwardly
lmpv that it may not occur in our time becaus: of the
ease and comfort of present conditions ?

Not only would this be the very acme of selfishness
(for 1t would ignoreé the tact that some seven millions
of our brethren are the victims of persecution more or
less viralent), but it would evidence a gross material-
ism utterly at variance with the spirit of Judaism.
It would prove that we failed to appreciate tle splen-
dor of our promised future, that we were incapable of
understanding the glory of Israel’s predicted restora-
tion.

And here let me observe with all possible enphasis,
that hope for the rehabilitation of our people in the
Holy Land is notin any way inconsistent with our duty
as loyal citizens of the British Empire, nor withthe love
we bear the land that gives us a happy home. An
eminent English Zionist, who has proved that loyalty
to Zion and loyalty to England are not inconpatible
by serving as Chief of Stafl’ to one of the Britkh gen-
(‘1";1'!.\' in the present war, once observed: “A man may
love both his father and his mother. Palestine is my
fatherland, England my motherland.” This & a per-
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fect definition of our position as British Jews.
tine is our tatherland ; England, the British Empire,
our motherland. Our motherland is prosperous and
mighty ; our fatherland, alas, has been prostrated by
centuries of misrule, and is debarred from prosperity
by the survival of medieval conditions. Now love
for our motherland does not demand that we stifle love
for our fatherland. Nay, if we were so materialistic as
to be incapable of 1()\;ill\‘:f the land of our fathers and
interesting ourselves in its welfare because we did not
happen to be domiciled within its borders, our affec-
tion for the motherland might well be regarded with
suspicion. For of what ideal sentiment are material-
ists capable? As selfish materialists, our love for Eng-
land would not be a genuine sentiment inspired by adl-
miration for the nobility of British institutions and the
uprightness of the British government, it would simply
be a feeling based upon material prosperity which would
vanish the moment that prosperity disappeared. It
follows, therefore, that the very idealism which impels
us to love our fatherland, a country in which we have
not the slightest material interest, is a guarantee that
our love for England is not a feeling merely based upon
self-interest, but a genuine sentiment of affection in-
spired by the nobility of British laws and British in-
stitutions, and the fidelity with which England cham-
pions the eternal principles of justice and righteousness.

But howislove for our fatherland to be attested ? By
simply praying for its restoration to the glory of form-
er times? DBy sitting with folded hands, and leaving
it entirely to Providence to effect this revival ? That
a large and influential and rapidly increasing number

o

of our co-religionists in every part of the globe do unot
hold such an opinion is shown by the extraordinary
growth of the Zionist movement. Zionism, in tht'\:
present accepted sense of the term, yields to no school
of thought in reverence and profound admiration for
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ght by Providence. But Zionism

B i Dy sha s
maimtains that rrovidence expects us to L‘I!llllt“\ she
faculties, the powers and the opportunities with which

we have been blessed in the furtherance of the end for
which we pray. Zionism does not underestimate nor
undervalue the efficacy and potency of prayer. But
Zionism protests that prayer and trust in Providence
must not be used as a cloak to cover indifference and
apathy as regards the hastening of our national restor-
ation.

On former occasions, in addressing you upon this
subject, I have dwelt almost exclusively upon what
has been termed “the first plank in the Zionist plat-
form ;” that is, the securing in Palestine of “a publicly
legally assured home” for those of our people who are
the victims of a fanatical intolerance more in keeping
with the dark ages thanwith the period in which we
live. The mere fact that Zionism has prepared an

elaborate plan for their relief—a plan involving the
conversion of the desolate areas in Palestine into
smiling centres of agricultural activity, and the trans-
formation of the impoverished cities of our fatherland
into busy hives of mechanical and commercial indus-
try—is in itself an all-sufficient reason why the move-
ment should receive the sympathy and support of
every Israclite who is not indifferent to the welfare
of his brethren, and who loves the home of his ances-
tors.

These may be termed the economic, the philan-
thropic and the sentimental aspects of the movement.
But there is also the religious phase of Zionism ; and
it is to this that I would more especially direct your
attention to-day.

The more I contemplate this extraordinary move-
ment, the more I reflect upon the wonders it has
wrought since its iuception ; uniting our people as

they have not been united since the destruction of the




Temple ; bringing them tocether from every part of
in what is really a Jewish Parlia-

the globe, to meet
ment, as they have not been gathered in representative
assembly since the downfall of Jerusalem ; interesting
in Jewish affairs, and reclaiming to religious observance
men to whom Judaism had become a dead letter; the
more I ponder over these marvels accomplished by
the movement within a few years, nay, within a
comparatively few months, the more firmly do I
become convinced that Zionism is an instrument in the
hand of Providence to pave the way for that restoration
for which we pray, and which He in whose hands are
the destinies of nations has so emphatically declared
shall be fully accomplished.

In reviving the material prosperity of Palestine,
Zionism will create the economic and social conditions
which must necessarily precede the final restoration.
In uniting our people, otherwise kept apart by cou-
flicting local interests, and in winning back to religious
observance men who have hitherto regarded religion
as a thing not to be thought of seriously, Zionism is
propagating those sentiments of brotherhood and fos-
tering that reverence for the Torah which, our relig-
ion teaches, will be indispensable to the ultimate
restoration of our nation’s wlor\'

That the complete achievement of the aims of Zion-
ism cannot be affected in a few years, nor even in a
fow decades, does not detract from the merit of the
movement, nor from its claim to our sympathy and
support. Great movements of world significance are
not consummated with the suddenness of magic ; and

Zionism, which has to undo the evils and wrones of

nearly two thousand years, which has to reclaim a
country subjected to every baneful influence for ages,
and which has to elevate myriads of people \\'l‘;()‘o'()
manhood has been crushed by diabolital persecution
extending over centuries, cannot in reason be expected
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to achieve complete success within a brief period of
time.

In anticipation of these difficulties, and with the
knowledge that such obstacles would stand in the way
of Israel’s ultimate restoration, the Almighty has
forewarned us : e
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“For not in haste shall ye go forth, and not in flight,
shall ye go.” Our final restoration, it is thus divinely
declared, is not to be effected suddenly. We may
pray (and we shall continue to pray) for the revival of
Zion’s glory ; but our prayers, we are here given to
understand, will not be answered by any sudden revol-
ution in the policy of nations, nor by any magical
transformation in the world of thought. Gradually,
but none the less surely on that account, is the restor-
ation to be effected. By progressive steps is our jour-
ney Zionward to proceed. 58 mixT 51 58 S b
182 oro8  “ They shall proceed from strength to
strength to appear before God in Zion,” exclaims the
Psalmist. And when the way has thus been paved,
and the conditions demanded by the Torah have been
fulfilled as far as it is within human power to tulfil
them, then will come the Prince of the House of
David who will gather our outcasts from the four cor-
ners of the earth, and complete the restoration of our
nation’s glory as in days of yore.

We have said that the deliverance from the bondage
of Egypt is a type of the redemption to come ; and in
o far as the former followed a long period during
which redemption secemed hopeless, the analogy be-
tween the two is perfect. But in other respects there
is an essential difference between them. The deliv-
erance from BEgypt was accomplished suddeunly, >
DS PIND DN N2 “ For in haste didst thou go
forth from the land of Egypt.” But of the redemption
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of the future we are told: INSD mEn2




ye shall not go forth in haste.” The reason for thie
difference may be readily explained.

Scarcely had the Egyptians driven our ancestors
forth when they repented of the act, and wished to
re-capture and re-enslave them. The redemption of
the future will be permanent and undisputed. The
deliverance from Egypt aftfected only one country, and
our people dwelt exclusively in that country. The
redemption of the future will influence the destinies of
our people in every part of the globe, and it will affect
the whole world. It will be the most significant event
in the annals of the human race. In the words of the
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“The day of the gathering of the exiles (of Israel) will
be as great as the day on which the heavens and the
earth were created.” With this essential difference
between the redemption of the past and the redemption
of the future, we can readily understand why the
latter is not to be accomplished with the haste which
characterized the exit from Egypt.

While we know that nothing is too difficult for the
Almighty, we also know that He does not employ
supernatural agencies where natural means will suffice ;
and in the text we are given very clearly to understand
that it is by natural means that the way is to be paved
for that stupendous event which will bring to a close
the dreary ages of our dispersion, and terminate forever
the wrongs, the persecutions and the unspeakable
miseries that were inangurated with the destruction of
our national sanctuary.

In days of yore, when Gideon was summoned to de-
liver our ancestors from the Midianites, he asked the
angel who appeared to him for a sign to convince him
that he had really been divinely commissioned to effect
the deliverance; and the sign was graciously vouch-
safed to him. We need not ask for a sign to assure
us of the merit of Zionism, for one has been
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already granted. In the inspired message of Moses
predicting the gathering of our outcasts from all parts
of the world, we are told that at the time of the
restoration we are to be more numerous than in former
days. Thoxn a9 “And He will multiply thee
above thy fathers.” Now if we reflect that the Jew-
ish population of the world to-day is about twice as

great as i1t was in the time of King David, the most

glorious period in our history ; and this notwithstand-
ing the unknown fate of the ten tribes, and the
centuries of ruinous persecution to which we have
been subjected ; we cannot fail to recognize in this
most significant circumstance a veritable sign that
Providence is preparing us gradually and in a perfectly
natural manner for the lung hoped-for and long
prayed-for restoration. And as Providence has given
us this sign ot gradual and natural preparation for the
revival of Zion’s glory, we need have no fear that we
shall be irreverently attempting to encroach upon the
domain of Providence when we employ the faculties,
the abilties and the opportunities with which we have
been blessed in laboring, in our humble way, for the
same glorious end.

From a purely religious point of view, then, Ziou-
ism has a most sacred, most imperative claim upon
the sympathy and support of every member of the
Congregation of Jacob.

By a monstrous but characteristic perversion of the
truth, an apostate from Judaism, who wished to save
our souls by converting us into renegades from Israel’s
sublime faith, recently stated in this city that Zionism
was a sign of the times foreshadowing a general adop-
tion by the followers of Judaism of the religion of
their neighbors. Zionism has been frequently mis-
represented, but the misrepresentation has yet to be
coined that can vie with this in unblushing and in-

solent falsehood.
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Zionism 1s the Jew’s declaration to the world that
he has not lost faith iu the power and unalterable
determination of the Almighty to fulfil His reiterated
promise to restore the children of Israel to the land of
their fathers. Zionism is a vigorous expression of the
Jew’s belief that his people have not been preserved
for thousands of years, while oppressor after oppressor
has been crushed, for so inglorious an end as gradual
disintegration at the hands of conversionist mission-
aries, who, being powerless in manly, straightforward
and logical argument, resort to tactics that place a
premium upon deceit, falsehood and hypoerisy. Zion-
ism is a proclamation of the Jew’s conviction that
while England, the United States, and one or two
other enlightened countries uphold the principles of
justice and righteousness, the “peace and good-will”
preached elsewhere in the name of religion is practised
in the form of fanatical intolerance and persecution,
and that the only remedy for this survival of medise-
val bigotry is to secure for the Jewish people “a pub-
licly legally assured home” in the land of their fathers.

Can any one of you be indifferent to the success of
such a movement? Can you aliow the noble men
who are devoting every energy to this sacred cause to
labor and struggle on without your sympathy? Prove
that you can rise above the materialism which con-
cerns itself only with the welfare of the individual,
prove that you are not deaf to the appealing cries of
your less fortunate brethren, prove that you are worthy
of your nation’s glorious past and of its still more glo-
rious future: prove this by supporting as far as lies
within your power the great Zionist organization,
which, from the very nature of its constitution, is THE
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE, the one
body in existance which speaks and is acting for the
Jews ot every part of the globe.

And if the complete fruition of the aims of Zionism
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come not in your day, remember that your people’s
redemption is not to be accomplished suddenly, 85 15

N N -

N3N jUan3 that “not in haste will ye go forth,” mD13B?
]‘):’74“ N5 that “not in flight will ye go ;" but that even
though the restoration for which you pray be yet dis-
tant, and the preparation for it by such natural agen-
cies as Zionism be apparently slow, it will none the
less surely be effected, 'm 03%B% “5m %o “for the Eter-
nal goeth before you,”—He who maketh straight the
crooked ways will smoothen your path, 158 COSDRE
Lamuen “and the God of Israel will be your gatherer”
—He who hath }n-psm-\'ml you 80 wondrously will
assemble you or your posterity to worship Him =72

oow el “on the holy mountain in Jerusalem.”

Amen. Amen.
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A Good Name,

_Sdmhon delivered Heshvan 20th(Nov.14th) 5689, < @r Haw el
| ad Pertigan W W'(;( el de S ln

l»gcad name is better than precious cintment,”
- Beclesiastes VII,I,

It was my intention to address you this morning upon the subject qf
Science and Religion; but the sad event that has cast a gloom not only over
the cengregatlion, but over the entire community, leads me to defer it until
next Sabbath. For the death &f one of the oldest members and staunchast
friends of our conmgregation, one who served as its President and as tqﬁv*fﬁ
Trustee, and who was a zealous member of the School Committee when he was
taken from us, calls for more than‘é.mere passing allusion.,

The sanctity of the Sabbath forbids our dwelling upcﬁ the mournful
aspect of the event to-day —— fdfﬁiés our giving expressions to the sense
of irreparable Ioss we experience in the death of this tried and devoted
friend of our congregation — a friemd wha, in the forty twe years of his
connection with the congregation, never aence permitted a difference of
opinion to weaken his attachment to the Symagogue he loved so well and
served so Iayally. It is a law of aur religion, a very wise anﬁvpraper
Iaw, that as the lImighty'designedrihe Szbbath to be a day of brightness
and happiness, - a "delight," as Isaiah styles it — it must not be made the
occasion of a “hesped," or mnurn?ﬁ%_discaurse.

But we do nmot violate‘this law if we reflect upon the moral to be
deduced from the life of such a man as the one who worshipped with us here

last Sabbath but whose seul has.nnwjreturned to its Maker.
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& Of late years we have heard much of the spread of anti-Semitiswa_ in
civilised lands. In its gemeral aspect, anti-Semitiswx is simply a
survival of the spirit of fanaliciswg which has inspired every persecution
of the Jew since the destruction of Jewish political power. In bygone
times it was manifested in periodical massacres and in laws utterly humiliat
ing to the Jew; in Bussia, Roumania and other countries that cling to
mediasval metheds, it is still displayed in pogroms and in enactments
worthy of the Dark Ages. Where civilisation and liberal ideas have made
substantial pregress, the Jew of to-day undoubtedly enjoys the same rights
and the same privileges as his fellow-citizens of other creeds. But it
would be idle te close our eyes to the fact that evem in the most enlight—
ened lands, that evem where the Jew need have mo fear ofA::ziii.peraecutia%,
there is a vast amount of prejudice against him in certain directions.
This anti-Semitic prejudice is primarily due to false religious teaching
among our neighbours, and it is perhaps partialiyviue to a feeling of
Jealousy inspired by the success which Jewish ability has achieved in the
various walks ef life.

But anti-Semitisom has also received an undoubted impetus from men
within our camp - from men whe claim the name of Jew, but who disgrace and
blacken the name of Jew by outraging the laws of honesty and righteousness.
Fraudulent deeds and acts of sharp practice by men professing Judaisem, and
that morbid sentimentaliswr in some of our people which.wbuld shield the
dishanest Jewlfrcm Just punishment because, forsooth, he is a Jdew; thes%,
ny dear frienﬂs(have deme more to give an impetus tc-anti-semitisun* in this
cauntry at least, than any false religious teaching or feeling of racial

Jealousy among our neighbours,
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When a non-Jew commits a crime, it is the individual who is censured.
Uhen a Jew is guilty of a fraudulent or reprehensible act, it is the Jewish
people whoe are condemned. This may be most unjust; but it is the way of
the world. And in comtending with anti-Semitisam we have to deal with
facts, not with abstract principies.

. But just as the dishonest Jew gives an impetus to anti-Semitisem by
furnishing eur a&versariesvwith a weapan for assailing our good name, sco
does the hemorable and upright Jew disarm our opponents by proving to the
world that the Jew who is IoyzI to the primdiples of his religion is an
estimable citizen, an incarnation of the virtues that enneble humanity.

And in our departed brother we eifigzzhzf? fellowship of such a Jew — of one
who did in very truth.prcmat%‘"tke sanctification of the Divine Name", the
glorification of Israel's faith in the sight of the world by winming
universal respect as z man of spotless integrity and animpeachable morality.
The life of such a man is the most powerful antidote to the venam’af anti-
Semitismnflthe most cenclusive proof of the baselessness of anti-Jewish
prejudice. If our community were composed exclusively of men of his
calibre andAprincipie, anti-Semitiswm in our midst would be deprived of its
most effective weapon.

He was not permittsd to attain eld age. He was called to his re-
#ard while yet in the prime of manhood. But(my dear friends, the walue of
a Iife\iS'not te be guaged by its Iength. Seme men who attain extreme old
age leave this world wiﬁhnut having accomplished amy:gbad in it. Others
who pass away in their prime, have cenferred inestimable benefit upon their

fellow beings. Our departed friend was on of the Iatter., Not enly was



-4
his 1ife = comtimual illustration of the baselessness of anti-Semitic
prejudice, am illustration whose conclusiveness was fully recognised in the
high esteem with which he was regarded by the fellowers of other creeds, but
it will always serve as a model to those whe believe that "a good name is
better than precicus eintment,” that an honorable reputation is the most
desirable of all earthly pessessions.

Let us honmer his memory by ckeris!iinz his example. Let us ever
allude to him as a faithful and consistent expenment of the great principles
of righteousness which shed lustre upon the Jewish name. Se shall we prave‘
the sincerity of our professed esteem for him, seo shall we render his

memory the most eloquent of all tributes.
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