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AFFIRMATION OF LIFE U
grom THE SPIRITUAL TESTAMENT o4

RABBI DAVID de SOLA POOL

Whensoeven death shall come, it will
gind me wnagraid. 1 pray that it may §ind
me ready. 1 have ever tried 40 to Live
that 1T might be prepared to meet my God.

I Love Lige and the exquisite gifts of wonrk,
0§ play, of foy, o4 chastening, of Light,
o4 Laughtern, and most of all, of Love
that it has brought me. 1 am, and have
always been, deeply gratequl for the
abundance o4 Life with which 1 have been
blessed. Life has been inexpressibly
sweet to me. VYet, come death when Lt may,
T yield up Life as gladly, as grateqully,
as 1 have accepted its gift forn the

ol A At would be seli{ish fo

ask forn more. ALL my Life Long 1 have
been bLessed with the gigts of Love, fgan,
gar beyond my deserving. 1 have tried,
haltingly, Ainadequately but sincernely
..... to nepay through service some

04 the debt 1 owe to Life forn Lts pro-
fuse bounty towarnds me. 1 gave three
yearns (the happiest o4 my Life because the
nichest in senvice) to the Holy Land. 1
have trnied at all times, and for all who
called upon me, rnich as well as poor, gen-
tike as wekl as Jew, Lo gfve service
through such poorn gifts as my physical
stnength, my mental power and my spinitual
resounces enabled me to offen. 1 have
trnied s0 to do. More than that 1 cannot
say, for I know that often, pitifully often,
1 have failed through weakness and Lnade-
quacy---physical, mental, and spirnitual.
Vet the stimulus and the joy of trying have
been mine.

From anyone Zowands whom I have failed
An human kindness 1 ask gorgiveness. 1 do
not feel and I never have felt, any unkind-
ness on malice Ain my heart towards anyone.
Whene 1 have failed, it has been through
my insugficiency, never through L& wilkl.

But 1 would not Leave with you who care
to hean, and even perchance to chenish a
message from me, any emphasis on failure.
Though 4n tangible achievement 1 have not
done what perhaps 1 dreamed of doing and
what the world may rightly have expected
me to achieve, the veny Living o my Lige
has been supremely successful. There has
been no day 4in which my hearnt has not Leaped
with gratitude to God forn the joy of Lige
and Lts fulgillment in the perfect Love
that has been given fo me both as a child
and in every moment of my sacred maviied
Lige. Thene has yet never dawned the day
when 1 have not been able to give thanks
uito God for His goodness, and the day of
“eath shall be but one more such day.

Thenegdone 1 would not have my death
darken the Life of anyone. Life to me has
always been joy with humorn and Laughter and
happiness. 1 would have 4t 50, and 1 have

tried to make it 80 fon all othens WALR
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Ecclesiastes XII: 13

whom my LoX has been cast. 1 have tried
to comfont othens in thein sorrow and to
show them the sunshine of Life's path.

So 4§ any would remember me, Let my name
be mentioned with a smile, with bright-
ness, with humon, with happy memony, with
wholesome gladness. Pain not my memory
with teans on regnets, but Let my spinit
Live among you aften death as At has on
eanth, with joyousness. 1 would have the
childnen of the neligious school of my
congregation gladdened on the Sunday near-
est ity anniversarny on, should that be 4in
the summen, then 1 would have some ofhen
childnren's Lives made sweetern on that day,
and at all times 1 would have my wife and
childnen and those w-ho have been the sweet-
est blessings in my Lige rnecall me with a
smile as they think how much of heart-
warming Love Zthey gave to me.

1 can never euen begin to express my
thanks to all whose goodness, whose for-
bearance and whose griendship have made my
Life 50 wondrous an adventure. May God
bless you all gorn the blessings you have
given to me. 1 have had all and more than
man couLd dare ask for---a Life that has
known no want, a Lige of wide and varied
intenests, with music, trhavel, humor, work,
opporntunities of spirnituak senvice. But
most of all 1 have had griendship and kind-
ness from everyone, and a perfect, exquisite
Love frnom my Lige's parntnen.

"Many watens cannot quench Love

Rivens cannot drown £t . . . . . 9

To those I have Loved my message 4ib
contained in ELeanon Graham's sonnet:

It is not forn myself that 1 gear death

Hean then my infinite conceilt; 1 fear

That those 1 Love, who Love me foo,

may heayp

Smakl pontions of thein Lives upon my
bien.

Would there be teans and 1 not here
to bring

A cause forn Living Laughtenr?

Would thene be darkness and pain,

and 1 not here to sing

Retwwn of day? Oh, take this from me--

Promise that when 1'm one with all

the aften

You 8EL8L will greet each new born day

with Laughten.

To all 1 would sum up what 1 have
tried to be 4in the deep wisdom of the ancient
wonds: "The end o4 4t, when all has been
heand, 48 nevere God and keep His command-
ments, forn this s the whole of man."

So, %

"] nest my spinit in His hand,

Asleep, awake by Him 1'm stayed.
God with me stilL, in Life, 4in death,
I face my gfuiure unagraid.”



‘utyoad my deserving.
hui‘lﬂ”l?, inadequately but sincerely,

« Whensoever death shall come, it
will find me unafraid. I pray that it
may find me ready. 1 have ever tried
so to live that I might be prepared
to meet my God. I lovedife and the
exquisite gifts of work, of play, of
joy, of chastening, of light, of
laughter, an 11, of love
_that it has broug e. I am, and
- have always been, deeply grateful
for the abundance of life with which
" I have been blessed. Life has been
i inexpressibly sweet to  me. Yet,
" .come dezth when it may, I yield up
- life as gladly, as gratefully, as I have
accepted its gift for the while. Life
- owes me nothing. It has showered
me with rich gifts.

Life has meant so much to me that
it were selfish to ask for more. All
my life Jong I have been blessed
‘with the gifts of love, far, far be-
I have tried,

o repay life for the rare, wondrous
" love tmt has enveloped me, by such
- poor service as I have been privi-

"~ leged to give. I have tried to repay

through service some of the debt I
..owe to life for its profuse bounty
.~ towards me. I gave three years (the
happiest of my life because the rich-
‘est in service) to the Holy Land.
‘I have tried in other ways, and at
all times, and for zll who called
. ‘upon me, rich as well as poor, gentile
as well as_Jew, to give service

i+, through such poor gifts as my phy-

- sical strength, my mental power and

"1 my spiritual resources enabled me to

offer. I have tried so to do. More
than that' I can not say, for I know
‘that often, pitifully often, I have
failed through weakness and inade-
~ quacy — physiczl, mental, and spiti-
tual. Yet the stimulus and the joy of
- trying have been mine.

From anyone towards whom 1
ha re {nxled in human kindness I ask

of

FINAL TESTAMENT

Pavid de Sola Pool

forgiveness. I do not feel and I
never have felt, any unkindness ot

~ malice in my heart towards anyene.

Where 1 have failed, it has been
through my insufficiency, never
through ill will.

But I would not leave with you
who care to hear, and even perchance
to cherish 2 message from me, any
emphasis on failure. Though in tan-
gible achievement I have not done
what perhaps I dreamed of doing
and what the world may right have
expected me to achieve, the very
living of my life has been supremely
successful. There has been no day
in which my heart has not leaped

~ with gratitude to God for the joy of

life and its fulfilment in the perfect
love that has been given to me both
as a child and in every moment of
my sacred married life. There has
never dawned the day when I have
not been able to give thanks unto
God for his goodness, and the day
of death shall be but one more such
day. :
Therefore T would not have my
death darken the life of anyone. Life
to me has always been joy with -
humor and laughter and happiness.
I would have it so, and T have tvied

. to make it so for ali others with

whom my lot has been cast. I have
tried to comfort others in their sor-
row and to show them the sunshine
on life’s path. So if any would re-
member me, let my name be men-
tioned with a smile, with brightness,
with humor, with happy meiiiory,
with wholesome gladness. Pain not
my memory by tears or regrets, but
let my spirit live among you after
death as it has on earth, with joyous-
ness. I would have the children of
the religious school of my congre-
gation gladdened on the Sunday neas-
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est my Nahalah; or, should that be
in the summer, then I would have

‘some other children’s lives made

sweeter on that day, and at all times

.1 would have my wife and children
- and those who have been the sweet-

est blessings in my life recall me

“with a smile as they think how much

of heartwarming love they gave to
me.

"I can never even begin to express
my thanks to all whose goodness,
whose forbearance and whose friend-
ship have made my life so wondrous
an adventure. May God bless you all

.« for the blessings you have given to
- me. I have had all and more than
-~ “man could dare ask for — a life that
" has known no want, a life of wide
- and varied interests, with music,
_ " travel, humor, work, opportunities of
" spiritual service. But most of all I

ave had friendship and kindness
from everyone, and a perfect, exqui-
site love from my life’s partner.

“Many waters cannot quench love

Rivers cannot drown it

If one should give all the wealth '

of his house for love

- He would be utterly despised.”

- T'o those I have loved my message

sonnet:

It is not for myself that I fear
death

For Socrates said all there is to say

Of that: how giving up this
mortal earth

Can mean but entrance to immos-
tal day,

- . is contained in Eleanor Graham'’s

Or night eternal with eternal sleep.

Hear then my infinite conceit; I
fear

- ‘That those I love, who love me

too, may reap

Small portions of their lives upon

my bier.

Would there be tears and I net
here to bring :

A cause for living laughter?
Would there be

Darkness and pain, and I not here
to sing '

Return of day? Oh, take this from
me —

Promise that when I'm one with
all the after

You still will greet each new born
day with laughter.

To all 1 would sum up what I

have tried to be in the deep wisdom

of the ancient words, “The end of

it, when 21l has been heard, is revere
God and keep his commandments,
for this is the whole of man.”
So,
I rest my spirit in his hand,
Asleep, awake by him I'm stayed.
God with me still, in life, in death,
I face my future unafraid.”
David de Sola Pool



INVOCATION
Given by Rabbi David de Sola Pool, on Saturday
evening, October 31, 1959, at the Queen Elizabeth
Hotel in Montreal, on the occasion of the Bi‘-&m&mry
Meeting of Canadian Jewryy @rganised by the Canadian
Jewish Congress.

We are meeting in thanksgiving to God, the Divine Father
of all mankind, for the bleseings of freedom and brotherhood that for
two centuries have marked Jewish settlement in this land of beauty,
progress, freedom, and democracy. Let us all together pronounce the
hallowed prayer uttered by generations of the Children of Israel in

~ gratitude: {Sheheheyfnu)- "Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King of the

. __wnue, that Thou hast given us life and sustained us to this happy d‘ny.y

The Jewish people who have known so much of suffering,

persecution and oppression, know therefrom all the more vividly what

the blessgings of justice, dpportunity, freedom and htﬂth&th‘f;a;
which are the very definition of this happy land of Canada. Our thanksgiving
wéalﬁ be as ﬁo‘aght without rejtonsecration and ra?&edieaﬁon to the ideals
‘which have made this country great,

We turn to our Heavenly Father in prayer that we may have
the vision and the strength to enrich the glorious spiritual heritage of this
 land, and we pray that future generations may remember with gratitude
what has been achieved to this day.

Loving Father, we invoke Thy blesaing ofythe government
of the Dominion of Canada, on the Mother Country, on the leaders of this
land, its Prime Minister, and all who with him guide its destiny. May

the leaders of Canadan Jewry here assembled be blessed in their devoted



/

QOctober 31, 1959 -2 - Invocation given in Montreal

labors on behalf of their people and of mankind. May their labor of love

o ‘ha a mﬂa& factor in bringing men of all the world into closer fellow-

, k .«#m and a2 more complete brotherhood,

. ;ﬁuy we all, wheresoever our lives are cast, unite in
bringing the giorious vision of the Prophets of Israel ever neare?'r to its
 fulfilment in abiding peace for one united humanity under the fatherhood o} e e
# coa.

' ‘In joining in thanksgiving and prayer, as we brctk brnd
.I'Emsasharp/w unite in blessing Thee for the bmad which gives us iifa.
thn symbol of all our blessings; (Hamotzi) "Blessed art Thou, L,qu our

':Q&d.; King of the universe, (Who brigest forth bread from the ea:ﬂéﬁ.
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PIERRE MENDES FRANCE

LOUVIERS, LE 19 janvier 1960,

Chére Madame,

Je m'excuse de répondre avec un peu de retard 3
votre aimable lettre du 6 janvier que j'ai trouvée lors de mon pas-
sage a MONTREAL. Je regrette de n'avoir pu y rester plus longtemps,
ce qui m'aurait peut-&tre donné le plaisir de faire votre connaissance.
Mais j'ai lu avec beaucoup d'intérét ce que vous m'avez écrit sur vo-
tre famille.

Je connais bien 1'histoire des Juifs originaires du
Portugal et tout particulidrement celle de Gracia MENDES et de José
NASI MENDES. Ces deux dernidres personnes ont joué un réle historique
brillant que vous évoquez dans votre lettre.

Mais tous les MENDES, qui sont nombreux aujourd®hul
3 travers le Monde, ne descendent pas forcément de ces personnes
illustres. Le nom de MENDES a en effet été porté par plusieurs familles
venues du Portugal et qui se sont fixées soit aux Pays-Bas, soit en
Amérique du Nord et du Sud, scit en France, spécialement 3 Bordeaux
comme vous l'avez mentionné. Parmi ces MENDES - appartenant, je le
rép8te, a des familles différentes - quelques uns ont pris au XVII®
sitcle le nom de MENDES FRANCE qu'ils ont conservé depuis. C'est 1l'ori-
gine de ma famille.

I1 est donc possible que nous ayons des ancétres
communs. Cela remonterait alors 3 une période fort ancienne.

Je vous remercie encore une fois de la lettre si
aimable que vous m'avez adressée, et je vous prie de croire, Chdre
Madame, & mes sentiments les meilleurs et les plus dévoués.

Madame Evelyne MENDES MILLER Pierre MENDES FRANCE
742 Upper Roslyn
MONTREAL P.Q. | \\\J\J\H-’N
(CANADA) . ’
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As it became generally known that Col. Hart and his estimable
lady were about taking their final departure from Coaticook, some
of their many friends waited upon the Colonel, at the residence of
Mrs. Capt. Thompson, on Thursday evening, and presented him
with the following address as a small tribute of the esteem in
which they held the venerable couple :—

Zo Col. Arthur Wellington Hart, J. P., &c., &c.

DeAr Sir.—Dlermit your fellow citizens and friends of Coaticook to offer

you the sincere expression of their regret at the departure of Mrs. Hart and

yourself. - e
It is with pain that we see an influential and loyal gentleman leave our

village, at a moment when all announces an unprecedented return of prosperity,

and towards which you have so much contributed. We must howeter, sub-

mit ourselves to the separation, however painful, as it seems inevitable, and

necessary for the re-establishment of the health of Mrs, Hart and yourself.

Let us hope that during your leisure hours your thoughts may turn now
_your Canadian friends. §

Jou the accompanying feeble testimony of our e
di ‘Was presented by Rev. John Foster, and was nu
sly and inflféntially signed. The Colonel, in a very feeling:

e R

er replied as follows :—

3
mann

Mr. Foster and Gentlemen : ¢
b‘ tl{’;{y of good feeling and
ur approaching departure from
senﬁhents contained in your
ret, the only cause being the

I am profoundly grateful for tlua’lk
regard toward Mrs. Hart and miyse
Coaticook, and I fully appr
address. I leave the village

ey Geclining health of my wife. '.
you I have endeavoured to p rest of Coaticook, I believe I have
done my fair share. In leaving yo ray our Heavenly Father to shower
upon you and yours His choicest gifts, and as you all glide down the stream of
time may every retrospect of the past be stamped with a blissful influence.
May peace be within your walls and prosperity in your palaces. It is with
sorrow and regret that I leave you, and however painful it is to me, I bid you
all an affectionate farewell.
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' <2 s : January {1th 1926,  NT 3
i MAISON JACQUEMUS ; ; :
Sy - 32 RUE BELLEVUE, 32 776 A
BEAUSOLEIL o
‘;: . (A. M. fBANCE i 'Q\"\ JZ
J‘- ; i
?;‘:

Dear Sir or

i A vumber
had been sent ( remailed )
; You will be
of your condolence upon
of London and Montreal
~ England, ou the 18th.

as farback as August last 1 received only lately. They
wyrong address. i :

hat surprised al this late date' to receive acknowledguient
aih of my Sister Miriam | Lalla ) wife ol Alfred Belasco,
: ‘ed while on a three months visit with me at Londom,
- she had a slighl attack Haemorrhage in her fore-
: . \ L., ihe result of an annoying, entirely unjustified, and
- - head, on the evening ol giug flal keeper slie had renled rooms in N 4 Bellefields
uncalled for letter, [t Vhich in my absence she was in the act of answering. Up
~ Road, Brixlon fo T & iy good heallli, going about as usual with her prover-
torthat occurrence ¢ uol been annoyed by thal Woman's leller, she would

< o1 Iwo more, for which we had already secured passage -

and enjoyed life for several years longer DIV, )

‘ eve, b ter than anywhere else, she claimed.
Lo keep in bed, she sent for Mrs
alonce ‘and al e_lnded to her d

Sloman, a

se” and which were lhe last words she

side- and began, as I thought Lo sleep and

A + suore. | watched her *n- 1 noliced she did not breathe or snore so loud, so

/ et ¢ >:“ e‘Doctor; @ came hack wilh me and pronounced her dead — she had
e 't?ll"‘“b““ e claimed the pain she suffered was nol from the eve lofion hut a se-
just P:‘lﬁ?el(, ‘0['*|i(;l!lf ahiage W ehohad just then occurred. As she was unconscious. hep
g())l(]ldx’:‘:lo\'\t‘el‘l'\' lfﬂﬂ'C(‘r“ll j wed simply to glide inlo eternily.

Being in an uy

could, 1 decided fto 'hlwf\"h i
eestion to huy a lot }"),t‘.‘?
eould look after her grave
Row 5 until her I cutor

BLVE.
spoke ntellig

ndly house and anxious lo get out of il as quickly as 1
soon as possible so availed mysell of Mrs Sloman’s Sug-Tw

v where her hushand’s folk are buried, and where she
. "A";_Sl'ne lies,in East Ham Cemetery, inlot Ne 28 Block T v
creal and mysell consider whether il will not be better
have her removed to wi « Mlusband. her Pavents. and all her Anceslors lie buried
: {‘\qoﬁlrcul Canada. since Cthough by her Will, or etherwise, she did not express

lal:n: such deiﬁire, unless sht‘l; fin Canada, - 3 2 =

: 1 woald hers 240 remark upon the aclion of er Bank al Monte-Carlo,
A Gl hiad herpring ‘eposils of money over here. s Ilgv l%nn({ne Nalionale de
“.]—',m-( "f Paris.” I\lonle—'ﬁaﬁ ranch. She had left them wrillen instruclions to pay over
Coedibe = har: death; Zz=e ol money in her account. They promised {o do'it ( so.
de-me, “Wo(, ) Vst whei fde the dernand, they refused, and claimed that under ihe

<he {0k Im v Ihe Will hag e probated firsl. which, as it had to be done in Monlreal,
Iypench : a\l months o obit & Finallv atter filing the probaled copy, they found other
log W-‘flal old on to the ni 4. and up to today, 1 bave nol had a full "seltlement of

ey 0 ‘\:ve her. whicke sordered wasto be used for her burial and other expenses
o ”}(i\ ]0‘1&1:1011.(-\' of milyn, to pay these requiremenls, whal would have becowe of
by : Had | 130: :')' Gucliadas sman anid . would be helter honored in the breach than the |
s ; o her ('O,l,l)s? : "7\,101‘-90\-‘(-1' th me and the Estate lo considerable expense in cables and
: e (.hs(;;:\'(\mf-(" Jite unnecessari@yhich they justly should repay. but of course wonl, uuless
s = ll”é?}] lé::;,(l‘,:q it by lasw and din damages as wetl which 1 cin readiiy prove 1o be heavy.

: unaware olher family history, her retiring disposition

et Serking . s0€ ot publicity, d think | will mention itin a summary man-

: niz&p‘;rﬁvuﬁfl\' as she and the last of he-elder branch, in a dircet line (male 1ssue )
TomeGen. Aavon Hay ; :




ed their property upon t

Flegitimale descendants, in the manner of landed KEng-
lish Aristocrats of ancie

C. Bernard Hart is the reputed father of the great-writer
few records, :

My Sister i
her made this clain upons
ing as a practising Law
Louisiana, Ohio and Ne
Horace Greely's Newspa
at the Nolre Dame GConver
Rink, where numerous of
or less infirmities that
which as vou all knt
amusements, as it becal
rited from her Mother,
her accompaniments ev
her going to the Rinls,
fond of thealricals and
present Lady de Blagui
abandon, due to her atf
Aurists in America and
to household duties, of @
being excellent cooks |
Montreal Lady " ) and h
became Suffracists, Wo
lips. Bobhed-hair, Immo
“ Hermaphrodites 7, wh
of Man, as He ordained.
faculty of making friend
tives were. An Aunt lef!
own blood relalions. |

So many
taken about a vear ago.
1,76, when we had both
embellishments 1 wond
the requirement and 1
Sister’s SVl 2 il

s

s born in Brooklyn New York, at the time that her Mot-
v family where our Father Adolphus Havt was then liv-
aving been admitted to.the Bars of Canada, Missouri,
was also a Journalist and connected, editorially, with
f the return of the family to Montreal. Lalla was educated
L. She was very fond of skating, and joined the Vieloria
nds, Lilkke herself, obtained colds, which resulled in more
ith them in life. Deafness was the resull of Lalla’s, and
pped her throughoul her existerce, depriving her of all
d more incurable. As a Girvl she had a fair voice, inhe-
unable to continue this, as she could no longer hear
ayed. by herself. IHer Parents endeavoured to prevent
ot succeed. She was always very sell willed. She was
n, our Home privale charades, in which T notice the
liss Lucy Desbarals ) took part, but all this she had to
i notwilh standing her Mother laking her to renowned
as pronounced incurable. She devoled hersell therefore
inherited the Harl family fraits in the female line, of
published a Cook-book. ** Household Receipts by a
None among them [ or even those of the present day)
;, Politicians, Smoke-pullers, with painted cheeks and
ecent dressed females, or imitalors of Men, in short
ghty never intended women to be, but the ilelp-meet
1 el seq.)-She was generous by nature. Had a happy
ing them.and very fond of dogs as many of her rela-
ble sums fo their Institutions to the deprivation of her

for my Sister’s portrait I attach one of her and myself
ance with  the Freneh law of residence. She was 7] and
wir our good looks. The law did not permit any personal
1e painted ladies who patronise the Casino, comply with
ir natural selves I [ am sorry to add, that my

o

of fullta S0 < o Kist dealing with almost every phase ol human life,
why not, have onc prohibiling making Will after 70 vears ol age, and decreeing thal the
belongings should go (o bloy, relations and next of Kin. in the proportion of their relat-
ivity to the deceased; and ajother law, ordering Banks to obey the c:xpres:mwl desire in
writing of their Deposilor, ot'side of any Will, when the said order 1s \"!l’tlli‘l“}’ and pract-
ically a check made infer-vive and hol a legacy coming under theW ill. Thal would be jus=
tice and common sense and ievmxt such a dangerous miscarriage as might have occurred

compliments of the Season.
I am yours truly.

Gerald E. HART

in the present instance. Wi
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