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Dr. Geo. H. Richardson Mrs. Virginia Glenn

MISSION REST HOME
AND SANITARIUM

ELDERLY and NERVOUS CASES

Telephone Douglas 371

4525 SAN FERNANDO ROAD
GLENDALE, CALIF.

September 25, 1939

Mm M—-)’.L A_uw-davvu-\
S N~r»gh13/n_ M

: )
Mrs, Wilder Perfield 'TLJLLJLAJT<179 14Ln~£' o FQVWI
4302 lontrose Avenue b0, 1l ¥ o

lontreal, Canada L_gxkrg YW\agJL—O ﬁhaanﬂLe~ﬁ--1

Dear Mrs. Perfield: ¢*fh4i kﬁrx

I am sorry 1 did not get to answer your letter before this, but
I have been so busy I could not seem to find the time.

Your mother had three light heart spells they were sort of sink-
ing spells. I gave her adrenalin and then called Dr. Hebard.

He had me give her coramine. ©She took one zmpule a day for three
days and then she seemed to get better. Now she is able to sit
up in a chair, not every day but about two or three times a week.
I am now giving her digitalis twice a day, fifteen drops each
time. She is eating good and seems bright and cheerful. ©OShe does
not seem to recognize anyone that comes to see her, or if she
does, she forgets about it as soon as they are gone. She seemed
to recognize you at the time, but now she has forgotten all about
your being here.

Ve have had some very hot weather, but today it is raining and
your mother feels so much better. ©OShe is sitting in her chair,
and she fed herself this morning.

I hope this will relieve your mind about your mother,and I will
try to write you whenever I can. A relative of yours was here
and said she would write you and give you some information about
your mother's health. 1 hope she did so.

Respectfully yours,

it 1R /e

Ethel Bills

EB: go



S Bo o




June 19-20, 1939
Dear Aunt Helen,

I have just been looking all over the house but as usual I can't find
your letter when I want it to answer. How do you like the typewriter?

I have a feeling ypu will not care for letters written this way, but it's
lots of fun.

This is my new typewriter. I have always wanted one, so when this money
came along I got one. Its my only purchase however except a pair of glasses
for Kenny. That wasn't near as much fun though. They definitely do not
improve his appearsance. - -

Grandma for the last couple of weeks has had a time of being more ire
rational. She has been very distrustful and suspicious of everyone, She
has not eaten well and has been very wakeful and active and 1s consequently
rather weak, Dr. Hibbard and Dr. McKee say that organically she is still
very well though. Kenny says that this Dr., Hibbard is considered a very
good man. I don't know him myself. I guess the progress of this thing is
just what we have to expect, but (and T know you feel the same way) you
can't help wishing there was something really helpful one could do. May
has been looking very tired lately. I suppose you knew that Flora did not
prove satisfactory and May has been alone with Grandma. This last week
& nurse has been on twenty hour duty with Grandma and it has given her a
much easier time. We are hoping Grandma will like this nurse who seems

she has not had more than s day since she came and its well over a year,
I know you are not completely sold on May, but she seems very fond of
Grandma as well as being trustworthy and kind so it does seem worthwhile
to keep her. And May hasn't had too easy a time of it in more ways than
one.

Well, would you care for a bulletin on the health of the rest of the fam-
i1ly? Reggile has recovered very well from her operation and feels better
than she has for years. Micky paid a visit to our friend Dr, Ted Hiatt
who found that he has a basal of =37 last week, He is taking three §ra1ns
of thyrold a day and has lost five pounds in the week., He is $' 10" and
weighs 185 pounds, Ted said something about his pituitary gland but that
the thyroid tablets might clear up the whole thing. Is that good medicine
(practice, I mean) Uncle Wide? Everybody else is well, but I now answer to
the name of Elephant Ankles,

We had a nice surprise when we returned from the beach last weekend,

We had five offers of loans of cribs, one of which we had accepted., The
surprise was that Cy (Kenny's interior decorator brother, remember?)

while browsing around in Barker Brothers Basement found a bassinet which
was to have been discarded. He tore off all the old padding, had it re-
painted, had a 1ittle mattress made for us, and it was waiting when we got
home. Looks like bran-new, too.

Kenny is working on the other half of this table and as he 1is very
talkative, I will continue in the Am,

A. M. '

You asked if I had made anything for the baby. Well, I made a couple
of 1little jackets. I learned what I thought was a rather complicated
edging and did my first crocheting around the edges. Imagine my chagrin
when Kenny's mother referred to my masterpiece as "buttonholing."

I made three bibs, and I am about finished with an afghan made to fit the
full sized crib. It 1s woven on one of those little square looms. I de-
cided to make it that way because it was easier. Iam now getting my pun-
ishment as 1t 1s terribly boring. It takes 144 squares 3" in diameter
and they are all exactly alike, Its a real idiots delight, &

We had a swell vacation. A funny thing was when we arrived a



the place we stayed at. Mr. Pierce who is very nice but slightly unobservant
asked us if we were on our honeymoon. We felt like one of the cartoons out
of Esquire magazine.

Doesn't Uncle Wide have a Doctor of Science from 0xford? Or do they dupli-
cete degrees? What i1s the book going to be about? Will it be a text book
or more of a lay book? I think Wilder and Ruth Mary will have a lovely
time, We would like to go with them. Priscilla must be very well. I am
very glad to hear 1it. -

Thank you for asking if we need anything, but honestly it seems to me as
i1f we have everything we need. Of course, there probably is something. but
I surely can't think of it. Oh, I just asked Kenny's mother and she said
that the knitted sheets I have do not make good top sheets and I do need
one or two regular sheets. Big size for a real crib. Anyway, thank you a
lot for askinge.

The construction of this letter seems rather faulty tome , but I find
it very hard to think end concentrate at the same time that I am typing.

Love,

“”\J\)(mwwwaﬂ
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Monday, June 26
277 South Coronado

Dear Aunt Helen,

I suppose you have heard from Uncle Herbert too, but perhaps there
will be something else I can add. May collapsed over at @randma's
last Tuesday night. It seems she has been going through the menopause
and flowing much more than she ought which has aggravated her condition,
Daddy hired two other women besides this Miss Stringer I told you about
but they seemed completely inadequate to care for Grandma in her home,
She has been increasingly more irrational over the last week, has had to
have someone with her night and day, has refused to eat unless Daddy or
I was there as she fears poison from everyone else, has been continually
calling out in a loud voice., Dr. Hibbard advised Daddy to consider a
sanitarium as there she would receive constant trained attention and
would be looked after all the time. Daddy visited several sanitariums
and chose this Casa del Mar Senitarium.. It is located at 11929 Venice
Boulevard and is a pleasant looking place surrounded with a lawn and trees.
Grandma has a room, bath, and little porch, They took her out there
on Saturday afternoon and Daddy told me that when he visited her Satur-

although just as irrational as before, she did not realize that she was
not at home and was laughing with the nurse, Daddy asked Dr, Rand if
he would visit her and he did so yesterday morning. After his visit

yesterday afternoon but were not admitted as she was sleeping., So I
can not tell you first hand what her room is like,

Last night I called Dr. Rand who sald that he is familiar with the
place and that it has a good standing. I asked him if there was anye
thing we could better about the arrangement that he could think of or
if there was some better alternative and he said he didn't think there
was, He asked me 1f I would write that to you and Uncle Wide and tell
you what he said. He seemed to think her condition was as he had exe
pected it to progress,

When I think of you away up there, I lknow how dreadful you must
feel. I feel so helpless myself and I know Daddy and Roger must,
There seems so 1little one can do.

Daddy has put Grandma's rings in the safety deposit vault at the
bank, The silver and other valuables, such as the copper luster
pitcher and Grandmother's chair, are being put in the fireproof vault
of the Bekins Storage. Her fur coat is also in storage.

I can't think of what else to tell you, but I will try to let
you know as everything happens., Oh, yes, Daddy is closing up the
house now, but has the idea of renting it ldter,

Lov®s
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277 So, Coronado
July 18, 1939

Dear Aunt Helen,

I received your postecard this morning and was very glad to
hear from you as T imagined you mustveither be 111 or too
upset to write. I am glad it was the latter, Did you know
May died of Leukemia in the General Hospital on the Fourth

as those patients as I remember are quite often in bed g
very long time,

Daddy has moved Grandms to another rest home much nearer to
all of us. The other was very nice but it was seventeen
miles from Los Angeles on Venice Boulevard., This one is

Just as nice- nicer Kenny and I think- and as it is between
Glendale and Burbank we can get out more often, They seem

to be very good to Grandma and she seems to feel that she

is at home which funnily enough she did not feel herself to
be while she WAS at home. She told me she was exhausted from
having thirty two from Minneapolis out for the day. She
seems to have the baby on her mind and when I come 1in she
asks me if I brought it with me, and talks about it. However,
she does not seem to be unhappy now and I Suppose it is really
better than if she had physical suffering like Grandpa's.

About us, as for myself, I am disgustingly well. T am bored
to death with walting, with my peculiar appearance, and my
ponderous appendages, We are planning to move in a week or
two regardless,

Did you know Daddy has had Grandma's house repainted on the
inside and had the floors refinished for renting and then

they will rent it either furnished or unfurnished whichever

way they can get the most desirable tenants and turn the rent
Into the trust fund. The house really looks so much better I
wish you coud see it, Daddy says that if they rent the house
unfurnished they would have to store the furniture as 1t is
against the law to sell it s 80 to save the storage rate

Kenny and I could use it. We are certainly hoping such will

be the case as prospective landlords do not seem very interested

U,
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We all enjoyed Uncle Wide's talk a lot, even tho 1t plunged Kenny
and me into & hot and heavy argument on anaesthesia. Please
thank him for his note,too. What 1s his book about, anyway?
I'd 1like to know just for the knowing even 1if the title was
Greek to me.,

Please write and tell me the news of you and Uncle Wide and all
the children. News is at a standstill here now. Why 1s Hope
Lewis going back to Englend. Won't Uncle Wide miss her a lot?
Will he have Madeleine Dart? In that place I mean?

If you mind the typewriter a lot, I won't do it any ‘more but

it certainly is easier and more interesting for letter writing
I think, Please advise.

Love,
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