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Van Nuys California 
May ' 1921 

Dear Wilder and Helen and Babies: 
And so soon you will be on your way to Amarica,but not to melll 

I have been so terribly homesick for you all the past few days. I 
think I need the strong breeze of your "understanding hearts" to 
give me a little lift. No,I do not actually n~ you,I suppose, 
or else you would be here,but I do lon& for you. The lovely blouse 
is here,but I have not had time to try it on yet. I mean LO do so 
before I go to bed. I just know it fits beautifully,it looks like it. 
Oh Helen dear,those little flowers are darling!!! How dod you ever 
do all of that work with all of the things you have to do? How I 
do thank you for all of those stitches. I want to hug you good and 
hard,yes I do. 

And Wilder,! want to talk to you about Ruth and I want to talk 
to you abo•t my eczema,hearing etc.The etc.means the horrid pain 
under my shoulders that bothers me,yet I know it will go away in time. 
It does not worry me,only sometimes I have to step doing things a little 
before I am ready to stop. And yet---bless your heart--I am as stron& 
as can be or I could not do all I am doing now and really enjoyin& 
much of the doing. I have to 'very carefully plan my days because I 
have hard work deciding,sometimes,the most important thing to be done. 
I am enjoying having a home,a place of my own. Every one says,in tones 
of great surprise,"And do you live here all alone,Mrs.Penfield?" If 
they should stay here a few d~s they would understand how I do not 
feel alone. 

Saturday morning,about six-thirty I was sittin& dewn to my 
breakfast after working in the gard n a bit,and Bobs came strolling 
in. "j:Jhere is nobd5iYKpll up over a.t my houe:e". Saturdrq mon;.ir.e;s they 
indulge in a ls.ter breakfast as well e.s on Sundays. So I asked to 
know if he would not like to eat with me• No second hint was needed. 
Their oranges are e.ll gone and I had already given him one. But I 
put on more toast,squeezed the juice of an orange into a glaas,put 
on a glass of milk and passed the Shredded Wheat and the cream 
pitcher,e.nd brought out the ger cakes. He ate until he was eo 
full he could hardly navigate. Left a part of a cake to come back 
for when he could eat it. S day he sheepishly slid into the 
kitchen again just as I was ei ting down. Ruth always has 
lunch with me except on Saturd ye and Sundays when the family are 
all at home. I have dinner w th them. 

Yesterday Mr.Mac.came down om San Fernando where he is at work 
to look over some lumber I W~l to return. I had aeked bim to have 
dinner with me when he came do I thoQght it would be much more 
pleasant to have Ruth and Jack at with us,eo I made the table just 
as pretty as I could with pret diehes,flowers etc. I had very little 
but it was all right tasty an~t'know tasted good to a man w.ho lives 



at hotels and restaurants. After we eat down to the table he told us 
that it was his birthday and he considered he was having a beautiful 
birthday party. He was seventy-two years old. I was delighted that it 
should have pappened so. H erbert and Mame came in for a litUe while 
in the evenin&. Mr.Hutchcroft still lingers. 

Ruth is slowly getting better. I mean she is getting more 1pep•. 
She goes to bed iMmediately after dinner,eometimes before. She sleeps 
all night.Dreams a great deal,and does not get up until after the 
childen have gone to school. Then she gets her breakfast,takes care 
of the baby,end washes the dipes. Sometimes she does not even wash her 
own dishes or sweep the kitchen. The contusion and the dirt makes her 
discouraged but does not give her the ambition to change things. Yesterday 
she managed to get a good woman in and the kitchen had a thonough cleaninc 
and with every bit of dirt that disappeared she grew more animated,and 
last evening and today she has been more like herself. She seems utterly 
unable to do any constructive p anning. The dressmaker comes next week 
but Ruth has not made a pls~ a• to how t~ings shall be made,or what ah 1 
be done. I am getting her to iron a few things when she comes over to 
lunch and I am ironing. She is willing to do it,wants to do it,but not for 
long,nor does she want to plan to get the ironing things out and do it. 
But the extreme listlessness is going and she is getting more animated. 

It wont be long now before I can write you and hope to have an 
an&wer inside of two weeks! Wont that be fineT 

You recall the article on Charlie Chaplin you sent me! it was copied 
in Living Age. Next Sunday is Mother's Day and I know you will be 
thinking of me then,as I shall be thinking of you. Oh I do want to see 
the babiealll But I am so glad grandather Kermott is going to see them 
before many weeks. I do not envy her at all,for I think she deserves to 
have her arm• full with their dear little bodies. Tell me more about 

· your plana-----why this is the last letter I shall direct to England! I I 11 
It is almost time for dinner and I must stop. I wish you could have 

some of these Cecile Brunner roses that grow on the big bush in Ruth's 
yard. Kame likes them better than any of her lovely roses, llr .Mac. iovee 
them and we have them in abundance in both houeee. 

The air ie full of the oder of orange blossoms and they tell me it 
comes from San Fernando,ten miles or more away. Ruth hae one little tree 
that has some dozen or mor~ 9eoms on I prefer to think it comes from 
there. I sent down for a do n tomato plants thie afternoon--! have 
not planted a single vegetabl yet. Jack has taken m, seeds and planted 
them and has a lovely garden ing on. I do not get the time to get 
them in. 

Loving you oh so much •!utu~ow 11~~ ~t~•tnb ~~eA 
~a.v P••svd ~o~o~o~nu·~ 

-autJ ·~lJ eenota 

tltn kt so~ooq e~~--~noqv ~a~'+•t 
s 1tnna paAlaoa~ ~at~nop aAv~ noi ·a~o~ I ~v~ uvtn atqno~~ •,~a~~vs ~noq~ 
a.retnal~.red ~etno ..tuv &O\OJ ~ou op I ftP aq I ~svt atn eo~etn su tn~oa ••lW 

·~qil.l ttv metn ~ova.1 ttl• uospnu ~v ~.lOll eatw puv .1e~~vg o~ ~uaa s~a~~e, 
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