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ily dear Children:
| I have written a long letter to Ray enclosing a financial
statement of Galahad's condition,and a long letter to the
Lenroots asking for Mr.ienroot's influence to get commissions
for the two soldier boys, It is quite generally understood
at Fort Snelling that political "pull" will help much in
L getting what vou want. Indded the captain has hinted several
times that if they wanted to be sure of getting what they want
they should begin to work for it through their friends. Will
; wants a captaincy,unless commissions are being given for
\ég Majors. He thinks as regards age,ability etc. he can fill that
position as well as the others there. Jack wants to be Major
\gg in the guards of one of the new regiments being formed, or else
:g - & captain in the regular army. :
\}\ I do not like to call on my friends for help very much, but
¢ I guess it must be done some times,and perhaps this is one of %
the times. , '
Herbert is taking his vacation on the farm. The family who
were there are having a week's vacation and so Herbert elected
to take his at the same time so he could get into the work

good and hard. peroge stays out there with him,delivers the

milk and does the cooking . He begins to get breakfast when

Herbert first goes out to milk,it takes him something more
than an hour to milk and a good full half hour to put it in
the bottles etc.after he comes in. Eggs and bacon are cold
as & stone usually,and the coffee not all that it should be were
he at home. But -Herbert is looking better already. I do not
believe he is getting enough exercise as a usual thing.

Little Ruth MacQuarrie was christened yesterday--children's
day in church. She did look so sweet and dear. Oh,I forgot
to say that while Herbert was on the farm I am staying all
night with Mame. I am not getting along very fast with my
work out here but I am getting acquainted with Mame and the
children.

Sleep? well I am drunk with sleep almost all of the time.
Sleep all night,do not want to get up in the morning, ready to
go to bed at night in the pink room you slept in,Wilder,and
ready to take naps during the day when I can do so.

Will came home Saturday after a four hour walk and drill.
He went out with the axe and cut down and hauldd off that tree
that had fallen on the other big tree. Did it all alone, it was
very heavy work,and seemed to really enjoy it. He is so fit
phyiioally that it is a joy to be near him. He radiates good
health. ;

Things are going pretty well here. Mr Haven wants Calahad
to go into bankruptcy. It sounds like asking a couple to apply
for a divorce, to me. But rossibly that ie what will have to be
-the outcome. v

I transplanted tventy-five tomato rlants this morning
it seems good to be in the garden again,but I do not stay long.

<§ Mr.Mister did not screw the typewriter into the box 8o it digd
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get some knocking and I cannot use it until a man comes over to
}é §ix 1% up. . The express came all right except that some thingsg
that were t- be sent by freight were sent by.express.



Shall I tell you some other Baltimore mistakes? The oashier"ﬁfj;
made a mistake and I should have left $260.instead of $180.
to“cover the checks. He gave me the return check of the one
I made out to you and did not put it in the bank book. He told
me he had all of the checks except four, so he did,but as the
bankbook did not have that one in he made some wrong figures
and I had to telegraph them some money.

A bill of $3.80 has come from the Medical Standard Book Co.
I will send a check for it. Some other mail has come that I
will forward.
Wednesday
Euzxdxy afternoon--

It scems rather queer that I have not had time to finish
this letter but that ie the way things have gone. I was inter-
rupted Monday. Yesterday morning I koed potatoes all the morn-
ing, rested etc.and went to Mrs.Jensch's at three o'clock for
an afternoon party. Took my knitting,of course..We had a most
delightful time. Then up to Mame's. This morning I hoed potatoes
for three hours and have been resting since. The skin trouble
is growing worse,but I have taken but littde exercise for the
last two years,now I will take a course of exercises that will
‘heat up my blood and .see what effect it will have after a few
week's trial. I am so proud of saying "I hoed potatoes” with
out making my back ache that I presume you will hear it often.

I had the enclosed letter from Aunt Clara;Il was rather
troubled and was about ready to write Mr.Rartlett to see if
you did finally get off when Helen's letter came today. I had
heard that Mrs.Xermott had a.letter from Wilder and he said.
nothing about any trouble so far as I could learn so I did not
telephone her about this letter as there seemed to b@fne%%ggd
to worry her unnecessarily. I will try and take the?%ﬁ% ettes
to her this evening.

Jack,Winifred, Scottie and I plan to go to St.Paul in
the Ford tomorrow if it is pleasant. Of course that means that
we will go to Fort Snelling too. I have very little shopping to
do, however. :

The class picture came safely. I do not suppose that
, you want it sent to France do you? Jean was here all'day
yesterday and Patty is having her innings today:. I have got to
arrange someway to have the Penfield Children out often,but it
~will take some managing as there are some few children here
now. We will make the proposition that Herbert and Mame will
come out with them on Sunday afternoons--that is when they
want most to come--and bring their picnic supper. All of the
parents will be expected to be on hand to look after the child-
ren when they go in swimming,and play with them. They are too
hard for one or two to manage. George and Wilder,especddlly,
need a firm hand and much watching. Then the children will
have their supper in the play house,unless one gets unruly when
he will have to eat with the older ones. Then some evening
during the week we will ask the Penfields, 0ld and young, to
bring thier supper out for another play time. Jack would like
to make it a time long to be remembered by all of the children.
He will probably be here a month longer. :

I am hoping it ie more quiet on the sea today than it
is here. The wind has not let up for two days and is getting
worse as the sun nears the setting this afternoon. Kiss each

other for me,and do that every night and morning.
: Loving you very much’Mother












such wasg the plan. Yo one knows when they will move to

Camp Douglas.

i Herbert has finally decided that they must/ move out to

the farm again in September. No one seems to be able to take
care of thingse as he does himself. Fe will probably sell all
but two cows,sell off some of the machinery,close up the big
barn,and come down to "chores" instead of the milk route etc.
He will then buy a Ford---and how that makes me grin,do you
recall the many slurring remarks on the Fords? Mame said once
"Well I wouldn't have a Ford I would rather go without until
I could have a real car." But after all a Ford is not so bad
when one wants to get about in a hurry. I hate to think of
her out there again,but still I believe it is best for the
boys and for Herbvert too,

Winitred went to Milwaukee Sunday night to see Helen and
Helen went to Neenah with her to attend Ernest's wedding.
VWinifred will be home tomorrow morning. Ruth has had the seven
children but she is a hogt in that line. I admire her more
and more every day. It is her month for the cooking etc. ad
she is doing very well indeed. Elizabeth is going .to be a
real cook. She is willing to attempt any and everything, and ..
is almost always successful, Faith likes to help mother and
try to cook too,pbut I never hear of Margaret doing anything
of the kind. Put she knows where every bird nest is,and there
is not a weed to be seen in her garden.

Faitn had a birthday Sunday and the children agreed that
it was Faith's day. She was the happiest little fairy child
all day long. They have the "Ingelow" all fixed up now. It
has curtains and rugs and all the necessary dished for all
twelve children. They have supper out there very often. They
a0 so mucn of the preparation that xz% it is no trouble for
the grown people and then we have the most delightful quiet
supper in the house. We are trying to make the Penrields see
that they should come out here with their children twice a
week. Once on Sunday and once for a swim and supper in the
middle of the week. They have not thot of planning those
trzats for the children and it seems quite an ettort for
them. But it makes it too hard for them out here to have ihe
four extra ones,lively as they are,without the parents to
curb them. Mame looks so puzzled when Ruth saye how simple
the meals are and that the children set thei own tables and
wash their own dishes etc. 1lame is only used,as I have been,
to make great preparations for a picnic supper,but Ruth and
Winifred make fun of # instead of a burden.

Did I tell you there are 3.193 potato rlants out in the-
garden? Think that will supply the family? And oh but they do
look fine. I was thinning out the beans today. It breaks my
thrirty heart to have to pull them up and waste them add I
did transplant a few. I doubt if they live and it took some
time but I learned a lesson. I learned why we are having this
dreadtful war. Those beans that were pulled up were just a s
good ae those that were left,but for the good of the beanm
world it was necessary that some should be sacriticed. Some
gave their lives for best good of tne rest. Now take that as
a text and apply it as I did. 1Is it a dreadtul thing to
offer oneself as such a sacritice? Jack expects that he will
be tilled in France. He has fully made up his mind to that,

and the worst of it is that he insists on Ruth‘'s believin
it too. But I am not going to gossip any more but stop a%d
go to knitting altho it is tPme. for them to be realy to
go to the party. God love you dears, and wriﬁetgften.

other
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Dear Children:

It has been a long,weary while waiting for a letter from
you two. You sailed four weeks ago to-day and not a ‘word from
you except the delayed cable saying you had arrived safely.

I am not worrying at all as I know that you have written and
do not fear but that all is well with you,but I am getting a
bit hungry for a message. ; A,

Yesterday I read the account of the rourth of July parade
in Paris and I described what you and Helen had seen that day
to the family here. I could not get far before the excited
questions as to whether I had received a letter from you inter
rupted me. They were disappointed when I said T read it in the
New York Times--but why? ror you probably did see the parade
of American soldlers,unless you were kept t0o closely in the
hospital. ‘ : '

What news shall I tell you? We keep pretty closely at home
and near few exciting things. I told you about the afternoon
at Mres.Jaench! but provably did not say anything about anothe
one at Mre.Campbell's~-to meet Mrs.Flwell. I suppose you hawe
been told several times that she is going to leave Hudeon?

It seems begt now that Mr.Carr has his new wife. I do not think
she is really happy about going,and Hudson will miss her very
much indeed. ] '

I spent another atternoon at iHrs.Phipps’ Thursday,again
to meet lrs.Elwell. The surprise of the afternoon was in
seelng lrs.Burnley who came that morning. We had such a good
time visiting with the old crowd, the tried and proved-true
friends of many years. Ve are always invited to bring our
knitting, and the one who is working on anything but things far
the army is twitted and criticised. Mrs.Campbell was the only
one who was knitting on pretty wool,a lovely sweater for )
-granddaughter Wanda. .. - :

. ... Mrs.Webster is at the head of the knitting department or
~tne Hed Uross nere. A committee of three but she is chairman.
Winifred ‘s one of the committee. She does not want to accept
the socks I make because the ribbing at the top'is four inches
instead of five,although I have explained that the request
came to the Baltimore society to make them that length. She is
the superior otficer and I must needs bow to her commandg-——-
but were I in her place,under the circumstances I would accept
~anything rather than"return with thanks." Of coursée she aid
not tell me herself-she sent word by Mrs.Yoerg. How queer we
human beings are-sometimes. 2ut if headquarters should send
back word that four inches is preferred I am woniering if I
should have the grace t0 keep still and not even smile. T hore
I would,but I have not much confidence in myself for the old
Adam seems pretty intimate with me Zebely. 2o &

We received an invitation yesterday to attend William h=x
Chester's weddfng this afterncon at four o'clock. T am sending |
a telegram of congratulation. I am fairly consumed with
curiosity to know what has happened to chanze his plans. Bein
on Saturday he evidently has a short leave fmom For%t Sheridan.



How many questions I wish T could get answered. But over and
above the curiosity I am so glad for them, especially for him. + .
Andeebwdnope and pray that she loves him as he does her.He is
“'giodh a dear,fine fellow.

Jack went away on the third and we do not know when he will
e backi: ne took Sam Slaughter with him and they are making a
tour of many towns twlking up the necessity of enlistment and
explaining all the many thinge some of the small towns have
not yet understood. I told you that he has been promised a
commission of Captain by General Holloway,but it has not come
yet. Probably not until the troops are called to Camp Bouglas.
The men in the company here are desolate when they hear that
he 1s to leave them. They do not like Captain Xing and geel
that it is to be a dreadful thing to lose Jack. It will be
easier for Jack to go into a new company,he thinks.

Will comes home once a week,he is looking fine and does
enjoy the work so much. He grew quite thin but is now getting
heavier altho there is no surplus flesh anywhere. I hope he
gets a commission and will be placed somewhere for the winter
80 that Winitred can be with him. I think it is almost harder
tor her than for the majority of wives because she feels so very
dependent upon him for her ability to meet life and ite many
problems.

The Penfields come over twice a week. It has been decided
that on Sunday,and any other day possible,it i8 better to have
them come to dinner in the middle of the day instead of at
night because the children play better if deinner comes first
and besides it 1s eadier for Mame to get home in time to put
Frederick to bed on time. So lMame brings the meat and we
furnish the rest of the food. Fourth of July we had a good
time. No powder in any form as President Wilson requested,
but we gave our whole time tothe children. They had their
dinner on the lawn first, then we older ones sat down together
and had a good time in quiet and peace. After all sorts of
playing the children went in bathing and then came into the
house for a little singing and I told thémisome stories of
the Revolutionary war and read others and Winitred gave the
Ride of Paul Revere and gave the local color that made it
more interesting because she had seen all of the places. All
of my stories came from my history of America told in romance-
80 you gsee I am beginning to he more glad that I invested
that $75.for that set of history. Tne children enjoyed it =0

o much that we are to have some more history after each time of

batning. .

1t is rather interesting to see how"history repeats itself"
Washington had just such a time as Wilson is having. The fight
againat giving the army "too much power" at that time is very
like the fight against giving one man "too much power." The
criticisms of Washington because he was so slow and waited .so
long in orxder to get fully ready,is very like criticisms of
the administration today. Human nature does not change much
except individually. Jealousy and greed were the greatest foes
to fight then as they are today. The coming of the French
troops then were very like the coming of the American troops
in France today. The same feelings of relief and happiness
are being repeated in France tod@y as were felt in Hmerica in
'in 18th.century. I have been learning ceome lessons in the
garden. Tach plant must be treated as an individual or pulled
up for the benefit of the vegetable world. The rows are crowded

none are doing well-the answer? Fither plants must be pulled



come from you today. I am so anxious to hear about the work
you are both doing. After reading "Miss Greenhorn goes Nursing?

in the Post,I am wondering how Helen gets along, Cod be very
near you dears., . Gar and Mr.Mac.senior are’ s
here today. THE GALAHAD SCHOOL Sarrag
"With love, Mother - HuDsoON, Wis.
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pulled up and destroyed and so make it possible for the rest
to come to full maturity,or else each plant must be taken up
carefully and put in a new environment and given a chance to
~develope. Of course the transplanted plants never grow quite
a8 fast as the ones that are not disturbed--at first,at least.
So--this war--are men being pulled up and destroyed to make tlke
environment better for the ones left? Is it to give the world
a better chance? lust we learn,it it is not possible to have
the environment needed for each individual in this whole
world from birth, that the whole world must treat each man as
an individual and make it possible for him to have his cnance
to grow? ©Shall we get into closer relations with each other
because of this awful calamity,and will we really fight for
liberty for the individual as well as for the liberty for the
nations? Or will we forget when the fight is over? Working
in the garden is a wodderrul thing,my dear.

Cottie has picked 87 quarts of strawberries so far,or has
caused to have picked. The little girls have helped sometimes
This morning Elizabeth and I are to pick currante--so good by
for the present. :

Sunday morning: 4
Elizabeth and I picked 10 quarts of currants and
she voted it much harder picking than strawberries because
they were so much smaller. Little Ruth "helped" too. She is
the dearest, friendliest,most winsome little maiden. She likes
every body and is certain that everybody likes her. Elizabeth
ig devoted to her and Ruth will take much from her geeling thas
iv 18 all right. Yet with all her lovableness she has the most
determi red will of her own---more so than have the boys,her
mother says. Gud those same boys have been a puzzle to me. I
tried to look after Billy at the table,but bless you he would
not let me touch him. John has always been a little distant
in his manner but now he is sitting beside me and we are fast
becoming the best of friends,atter areally determined wooing
on my part. Sensitive little John. I think it hurts him to ®Be
- corrected in public and now he and I have little private hints
and jokes between ourselves. Putting on the napkin is one of
them, elbows on the table is another of them. Gradually Winitred
is learning to. forget that John is at the table,for he is a
real little gentleman when he forgets himself. ,
To go back to the currants--Marmie came to help us,after
she had weeded and fussed with her clean little garden. As
a picker of currants she was not a success,but as an entertaiher
she was charming. She saw and named every bird that came within
sceing distance. She saw every worm and counted how many she
had seen. ©She knew how many currante there were on a stem and
how many stems on a branch. But Elizabth, the littde girl who
has always had such hard times to concentrate on anything for
more -than a minute or two, just kep¥ on picking even when I
. was called away to greet Mrs.T.E.Williame (She sent a greetirg
to you) So Elizabeth is really growing up. :

Perhaps you would be interested in another happening of
vyesterday. George and Wilder and Sam Jaench came over to go in
swimming. George left his clothes strewn all over the East



entrance and when he came back to dress he found them all

tied in knots. Sam dressed and went home. As the boys had bean
building several fires and one that Ruth had had quite a strug-
pdembomput out as it had caught in the grass and was running
v+up”®he bank,T went out to have a heart to heart takk with my EXx
grand sons. I foubd George sitting én the steps alone trying

to untie the hard knots. He said Elizabeth had done it. I took
a hand in helping him. After he was dressed I saw him down at
the clothesline tieing up the swimming suite there. I went out
and stopped him. He untied the knots he had made but I saw by
the droop of his shoulders that he was not happy in doing it.

I went to him and put my arms around him and---well,he had been
annoyed; found fault with and Elizabeth had been protected and
the feeling of injustice in his hot 1little heart I understood
exactly having been through with the same feelings in my own
heart and with the boyis uncle Wilder. So ma I talked to him
while his eyes flashed and his chest heaved. Ruth came out and
scolded Elizabeth--all the children had gathered on the scene
by then--and then we found that John had been in it too.

George said "John is all right he came and offered to help me
untie then,all of a suddeh Elizabth gave a mighty sob and
rushed up an threw her arme around him and said "I am sorry I
did that Gebm#e". Then both of them were in my arme and we all
got to laughing before long. Later in the day Faith let out
more of the story--It was Sam J. who was at the bottom of it
all and not one of them had told. Ruth was puzzled because

she could not understand how Elizabeth would think of doing it
Zut Boy Sam was wiser,besides he went home after dressing very
quickly. .

Just what we are all going to do this winter we are still at
the query stage. I do not know whether to order the winter'sxsap
supply of coal or not. I know what my daily duty is at the
present writing----Garden in the morning,resting (two or three
hours sometimes,and how I sleep) knitting in the evening and
other odd hours,and more than anything else the study of my
eldest son and my grandchildren. : :

, There is a hint of my really important worry at present.
Worry I said,l do not mean that,but anxietycertainly.l am
trying to fully sense the thing I know to be true,all burdens
are to be carried double. The Father and me. I no more learn
ong lesson of that kind before another is handed to me and I
do seem the slowest student.
- Jack said the other day--"When Wilder is here Herbert
seems like another man." Yes, he seems more like our own Herbert
At other times he seems to have lost his"grip." And Wilder, you
know how that strikes a chill at my heart. I do not wonder
that he is discouraged for his body does not get the proper
exercise or rest. But to have him hump his shoulders and let
things slide because-"what difference does it make" frightens
me to death.. I wish he could get out of this environment for
a little time in orler to rest the ruts in which he has worked
himself, still that may not be what he needs. I never did know .
how to meet just these conditions,and I do not know now. Little
Mame is frightened too,and never clung to us ae she does now.
So you two dear children must pray for our Herb-rt that he may
pass through this phase of his life and come out a man of
courage instead of a beaten,whipped man without ambition. I
wish he could take the training Will is getting, for the sake 6f
the building up of his body,but that is impossible.

I ar telling you this,not to worry you,but to get your
prayer help. You see that my looking over the papers has been
at last rewarded. Miss Colgate is engaged. I hove a letter will






_very much the gentleman. He has lost his old knack at bragging

and when I tried to find out something about him he would turn

Lo the conversation to some other topic. Yet he showed great pride

| in speaking of his wife and two little girls and seemed to

\§ feel that life revolved around them. He is assisstant advertising

. ran for the Northern Pacific and has a home:just out of St.

: Paul "so the kiddies can dig in the dirs." He had been told
that you were s3ill in Eurcpe and had met with another accident
and he wanted to hear about you. That was the reason he gave for
coming over here. He had heard about the Sussex accident but

\§ heard there was another of some kind. He 'is in the Home
Gaards in St.Paul and anxious to do "hie bit" when he is needed.

*§ I turned to Phil-"And you?" ©No,I don't have to go any where-

¥ I have my business to attend to,and I certainly have enough to

) excuse me."

\§ I have given toc much time to trash-now I will turn to Jack

\& He is in Madison with plenty of work to do helping to muster in

the State Cuards. He has the commission he expected. He is now
Captain Inglis and ie to be adjutant to Col.Cousins. It seems
§ 3 .queer that he is tb have the fairly safe place on the Staff when
. 0.8\ ue nas been so anxious to get into the trenches. TFe has 8o /
B\ worked himself up in trying to get recruits that he feele he
must get to the "killing" as soon as possible--and yet,he isg
i so tender-hearted he can not kill a chicken. He has grown so
bitter towarde young men who will not enlist that he is not fair.
~ That seems unlike Hack,doesn't it? Stephen and Fred are to
go to the Training Camps in August,but even now he cannot feel
right towards them that they put it off so long. Fred is taking
all kinds of exercise so as to get in condition.
‘} Will comes over from Fort Snelling for Sundays. He is one of
N

§

3

ten of the older men. He will probably get a Captaincy,but has
, & feeling that the war will be ended this Fall,and he is wonder-
: ing,if that happens what he will do now that the school business
A here is ended. There will be no thought of opening Galahad

again. The feeling with us all is very strong that that part of

ocur lives is ended.

I never saw such a wonderful summer as Wwe have had so far.

TNHot weather has just begun, this is the third day of it and even
;g g0 we have had two showers to cool the heated air,one each day,

v

and probably will have another today.  People complain--farmers,
I mean,you know they always complain of the weather--that we ;
: will have no corn if the nights are not warmer,but the corn here
& 18 wonderful,up above my head in the earlier planted roms. ...
‘here the North Cottage stood,you recall how rough that spot
was? It looks fine now with beans and corn planted in rows that
follow the line of the curved walk. But some of thése bean-—
&:{41 told Herbvert that they blossomed in ten daye from planting,
he said it was impossible,but I wish you could see them. They

y stand about six inches hihxk high and have pods on that touch
L2 ithe ground. They were beans with but a single thought-to produe

more beans and they were so impatient of being planted so late
that they had no childhood at all. - ’

I took Johyover to St.Paul Wedbesday and now he is wearing
~§ glasses. He does not seem to rind,and Billy is pleased-"Oh John
how nice you look" was his greeting. ;

I suppose you have seen the Chesters but I send the clipping
from the paper. I also enclose a letter from Katherine Rartlett.
Chautauqua is on now and the children are going so much and
seem to enjoy it. I did not go yesterday, the first day,and do
not know what I will do today. I do about so much and then I am
§&§ glad to stop. Next Wednesday Elizabeth,Margaret and I go to visdt

Cousin Florsnce, Such planning-- God bless you both and guide







stay right where he was and not try for any other branch of the
service. What troubles him,aside from the blow to his pride,is
the necessity of looking for something whereby he may support
his family. Were he unmarried he wouwld enlist. He wants to
gserve the counbtry,but,at his age and with his family, there

are some questions to be settled. :

Jack has received notification that his appointment as @
Captain of a machine gun company from Durand and in the 8th
regiment has been approved. For some reason the post of
Col.Cousins adjutant has fallen through. FHe is getting highly
and heartily tired of the position he has now., He 1is busy.at
tne desk from early morning until late at night. Every officer
who comes on duty or leaves has to report to him,and they call
him Colonel. He is in Camp Douglas now and says the inactive
shut-in 1ife is loeing him all of his tan and "pep". You know
he never could stick to one thing for long at a time,and now
that he ie obligfed to do so I know it is tiring him. ¢

We saw Elbvert,lew Coit and RmxxixRkx Purley Dickie going ‘off
last night to take examinations at Eau Ulaire. They are to go G-
to Fort Sheridan. v 1

Do. not fosgeh. to.date your letters,for the date we alwaye !
look for. I was greatly interested in your account of the
Fourth of suly parade and I know the sight of the "Sammies" in
France was an inspiring sight to an American. The many men who
are trying to get out of being drafted is heart-breaking,but T
keep saying-"They are not Americans, they must be foreigners.
who have been here long enough to get spoiled and not long
enough to become réal Americans! TYou know it is said that the
children of immigrant Jews are of no use to any one but that
their children are fine. So these slackers,are they not tle
second generation perhaps? Here is a quotation from the New '
York paper--July 31-"The record for marriagee at the marriage
license bureau was broken here today when 164 ceremonies were
performed, the bridegroom in almost every instance being of mil-
itary age." There were 394 licenses issued but the U.S.Marshal
appeared earlw in the day and "compelled every man of draft
age who could not show his registration card to leave the -
building." One paper said that if it could be proved that
women were marrying in order that the man should not be zalled,
that the women would be prosecuted. But would not her punishment
follow in the natural o der of events? Who could be happy with
a slacker? How despicable they are and would they not evade

_other duties as well? i £ : S e
~ Some of the suffragieta are planning for a harvest feslival
in the fall. Here is a battle song called -"The Battle Cry of
Feed 'em." Here is the first stanza and chorus.

The garden forever,hurrah girls,hurrah,

.. Weill rally 'round the hoe,

Shouting the battle cry of feed 'em;

All the slackers in the land
Can't persuade us %o disband, '
While we're shouting the battle cry of feed 'em.
The garden forever,hurrah, girls, hurrah; .
Plow up the weeds,girls,
Put down the seeds,
Fhile we rally 'round the hoe,girls,
Time and time again |,
Shouting the battle cry of feed ‘em.
The poetry may not be much but the spirit ie all right.and
at the present time spirit is worth more than even effieciemcy.
.1 guess the American nation needs this war to make itself a-

i
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united, good-for-something nation. Yet,is it to be wonderedrat =
that America is as she is? Made up of so many peoples who

have come here to benefit themselves--never having had anything
to draw them together very closely,liberty meaning license %o
.many who have never had liberty to even think for themselves '
before coming here? I often think of Steiner's words--about

the first thing some of these foreigners learn in America is to
"fix" the police, then to gedé away from the influence of the
priest-and as they have never been taught anything about Ced
separate from the priesthood,getting away from the priest means
getting away from all higher authority --without control, without
reverence, without education,with only one thought -to bettex
their own personal condition--why should we not have many
slackers? Why should not these men and their children refuse to
give up thelr business and make themselves uncomfortable. Yet
on the other hahd,it is this same Steiner who declares that "3
the foreigner who understands the meaning of America is more .
loyal to America,loves her more,will do more for her than the °
cld-time Americans because he knows better what America means
to him and to the world. He has the vision of contrast. And
to-day ie proving that truth, too. Some of the most loyal (
wen of this country are the "hyphenates." And xhziks this war
will wipe out the hyphen and we will be all American from now
on. We will get into closer touch with the poor ignorant ones
who have been at the mercy of grafters and so have not learned
to know America although living in America. Some of Ralph Conmr's
stories have shown how little these men know of America,and now
the whole country will learn and will be better able to help
them and assimilate them.

During the Chatauqua one man gave "The Melting Pot" and if
you have never read it,and if you have read it,read it now in the
light of today. Zangwill gives a wondertul truth there--The
American has not been made yet,he is being made. The past,in
the lives of all those who make up America must be forgotten
and a new maxxsxexkad natuon created. A fusion of all nations
(and I read the other day how many Jews were in thi country and
how much they were intermayyying and so losing the name of Jew
that the nation has always kept inviolate,and that the whole
American nation was becoming permeated with the Jewish blood—

In the light of Bible! prophecy what doecs that mean?)

If this nation can be purged of all of the meannesses and
~graft through suffering together,if Christianity can be made :
something more than a name,what a place we will be able to take
in bringing forward the millenium when Christ shall reign over

the whole world. This world for democracy? It makes one hold
his breath in wonder, and questions about the meaning of all
that is going on today fill one's brain. _

T ought to be doing many things but I gave my family .
warning this morning that the first thing I was to do was to *
write.letters,and I guess it will be the last thing too. ‘

Company C.goes to Camp tomorrow,and this afternoon and
evening the Company and the G.A.R.are to be given a dinner on
the hill.The Beard of Trade and the Red Cross have it in chargs,
and the community are asked to bring their suppers on the hill

.at the same time. So they hope for a big crowd. The only respon-
8ibility that the committee take for the cummunity's supper is

to sell any one who wishes coffee at 5¢ a cup,tor the stove

and dishes will be in use for the guests. Th
young men in olive : gv e town is full of
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them carrying their guns.on their shouldezs. All have been
called in from guarding bridges etc. and all have come in from
the surrounding country who have joined here. Andy Lystad has
been made firgt Lieutenant,mush to Qkk&x Captain King's satisfsc-
tion. He has taken his training at Fort Sheridan,you know.
I am very anxious to haar some of Helen's lettsrs to her
mother so that I nay know about her work as it comes to her.
I sent your letters to Mrs.RKermott to read when I went to
Minneapolis and she returned them but said she had not been
. able to get Helen's letters from Ned to let me read them. I
have not had time to go up there since coming home. When Ruth
goes down town I am amways busy.
People say--"How lonely you must be out there without the
boys." Now is not that queer? We have so many children, such a
lot of work to keep us all busy,suc h & beautiful home and
surroundings,a telephone,and only two miles from the postoffice.
Fourteen in the family makes quite a littke community of itself.
Dr.and Mrg.sloan are sleeping out on the porch off one
of the rooms in the Lae Dormitory. They have bought a lot up
> heyvond. us and. hope to build a summsr cottage, € e PR R
‘ Eliot was drafted,and is pertfectly willing to go,but is
very certain they will not accept him because of his arm havig
been crippled. He is needed in the farm army after his education
v along that line. ;
We are planning a garage to be attached to the house
80 that a radiator can be installed from the house furnace. If
we lone women are to be her e through the long cold winter we
! must have things handy. We may sell the cow and the horse and
80 do away with a man or boy. Then there must be a root cellar
for the storing away of potatoes etc.A place for garden tools,
and we would like to keep some chickens as we can care for them
if the place is made conveniefit. We are trying to plan concen-
tration and some of these things were not put in at Sarras
because of depending upon Galahad. If we can plan the whole
y thing together and at the same time make a cover for the
basement entrance the expense of digging and putting in a pipe
to carry off the water will be done away with. Do you recall
the root and milk cellar that Aunt Xate had in the country
at Saltese? Tt was just a hole in the ground,but the trouble
is our basement is cemented and we will have to dig beyond the
house. We might dig under the garage,however and go into it |
from there. But you are interestsd in other things I have
O told you'what we have to think about and when it is all decided
I will write you the results of the plans.
I have written Will a "Cheer-up-a}ll-is-not-lost letter.
I expect his training of the past three months is neseded in
the place that God has planned for him to fill,even if that place
is not in the fighting army. But if Uncle Sam does not know
how capable a man Will is,it is Uncle Sam's loss,and I am
ashamed of his agents who have the natter in charge.
I note the German raids on Paris with a shiver,out T
shall not worry until I know I have cause for worry. I have
too many other problems to worry without cause. It seems as
though Herbert was getting new life since everything has heen
aecided as. to their going on the farm. They move next llonday.
He is driving the Ford now. ;
o I am sending you lots of love,but must quote from a
ol }iﬁfer from E}izabgth Randall before closing. "I think"®¥ so
Pleasure of 1a§t winter andof knowing you and Pen. The fYiend-
ship was God-given,I think, and seemed most timely and refreshing.
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Dear Children:

I was 8o dissatistied with the letter I sent last Sunday
that I surely thought I would write another right away but the
days go by and I do not do halt of all that I plan to do. I did
put on the envelope the news that came after the letter was
ready for the post. Will did get his commission and is the

happiest and proudest man. 14 wi11 pe good for some company %o

§P have him for captain as it will be for some company to have Jack.
They both have ideas of helpfulness for the individual as well as
desire for military efficiency. Will feels sure that he would
never have had the commission except for Captain Parker. He says

. e never entered upon any work with the joy that he comee into

tnis one and his whole attitude seems dirferent. Is it because it
N hag seemed lately that he might not be in his rignt place here,

and that now he feels some one has recognized in him what he hoped

might vbe there and he rises to the confidence shown? He came

nome last Wednesday and will be here until the 28th.when he goes

to Des pyoines. In the meantime he is trying to get all things

settled up here for the winter and leave us as well arranged for
/Ejh a8 is possible at this time. pe is working hard and long hours.

- The water has to be turned off and all traps drained etc.from
all of the many buildings. The Ford p in revgir, the potatoes
etc.looked atter ete. F/%(W"'é(""fz 9%:4 2"‘*/‘2&,‘« b

Ruth went to Camp Douglas WedneSdar to visit Jack. She took
pobble with her and they report quite a lovely time. There are
slx bands on the grounds,all of the orficers are deligntful to
her,and everything ie lively, Jack is still very busy with the
mustering in., The 6th.regiment,his own company is in that regiment,
will come in this week some time. Will hopes to go down ror a
Tew days to get some ideas of what he will pe expected to do in
Des lioines. Then he hopes to get a Iew days' vacation with
; Winirred berore he goes and the time is shors. g

The cement men came on Thursday and are doing very good work,
Tne garage is to be against the North wall of the house with the
entrance facing the East. 1t will be 12 x 18 teet inside and to

' be heated with stemm pipes from the furnace. The root cellar has

1ts East wall the same as the garage so it will be 13reet long
and 8 feet wide. It will be cemented on all sides and top and

~ bottom. The top will have about 2 feet of soil above it and the

sod is expected to do well there. It will have a door into the
‘ present food storeroom in the basement. It will be a fine place

N\ for vegetables,apples,and my fruit shelves. There will be no chane
of anything freezing there,I think,but if there should be the
; -Si\door into the storeroom can be opened. I am anticipating much
! pleasure with it. You see,no arrangement was made for laundry
or root cellar as I depended upon Galahad for such things,so
now I am feeling mighty independents.

1 am also teeling poorer than l nave Ior many years. So many
obligations are beginning to show their claims. The $3.000 the
schcol owed the bank has been paild by two notes egigned by Will
and me. One to be paid next July and one in January 1919. I +old



depend much upon Will, of course. .Hig salary will be $2.400 a
yeer but i1 hergoes to France he will have to“take out bvig
insurance“and morey goes so rast. Atter he leaves the army he
will have to begin all over again and will need a little %o
© helkp him swing thingd in a new business. The insurance is
what Jagk intends to arrange ror too. 8o Veu may think of us
a8 living very economically here. The great nuisance is the
present bullding that is going to coet more than I hoped it
§, would--but it will be good--and more dentist bills.
The teeth that Dr.Bchlirnkmann filled,or capped, have decayed
é{ so that the gold does not touch the tooth underneath at all.
p

5§S§ Herbert I thought I could take care of it by then. I cannot
%F

1 am going %o’ St.Paul Tuesday to have several teeth pulled and
nave some more made for me. That breaks my heart, but Dr.Uwens
says 1t will have to done very soon and there is no sort of use
in spending time,pain,and money in make ehitte that will be very
expensive in all three waye. 1 mignt as well have it d ne new--
and cone it will ve,l suppose. 1T 1 can once get caught up q
on the money proposition 1 shall teel treer.

Did you know Andy Lystad or Norsn Hudson? ile and ais brother—
Elmer("Abe") went to Fort Sheridan, sent by Company C. wvapsain
Eing hoped and expecte to have Andy for first Lieutenant--but
the War Dept.willed otherwise and Andy is Captaim. Tlmer was
recommended for a commission--when he is old enough. He is only
nineteen,but a natural fighter and leader.

I am enclosing an account of the meeting with a periscope
that is evidently the one you and Helen had some interest in
as Mr.Vanderbilt was also on this boat.

Please,if you know anything about William Chester, tell me.

Why did he leave Fort Sheridan and marry and go to France?
now could he,leave Sheridan even if ne wanted to do so?
¢ Marsnal.Jones and Watterwortn are Captains. The rirst in the

National Army and Earle in the Guaris. Stacy and Horace Day

are second Lieut. Stanley Stone enlisted in the Artillery and

1s full sick of the job. Imagine flignty Stanley having to live

by rule. rrederic Sammond is Captain of the Cavalry Co.

¥Frank pabcock and neine Nolte go to Snelling for the secon

camp. I think I told you that Elbert,Perlgy DLickie,Lynn Ashley

and Lew Uoit are planning to go to Sheridan?

There is s0 mucn peace talk many tnink iv will come betore
long, tut--how near ready are the Germans to become a democracy?
~Will tnis generatvion be able to divest themselves of-old ideas?

The I.W.W8 are very strong in many parts ot this country. One

would not believe it possible to hear so mucn talk against the

government. I do not know how many spies we may be harboring

but certain it is that the rignt to free speech has been carried

too rar. ©Some states have frorbidden any more anti-war meetings

but many of tnem have not dared to come to that as yet. The
slackers are to be treated as deserters, that may help some.

Since coming back from russia Root advises our shooting our

traitors. Both in Congress and out or Congress he says there

are many walking our streets who should be shot betore sundown.

ne 1s almost the first promineht man who has come out so rank

with their condemnation. But it would sesem that w-uld be the |
safest and most humane thing to do. America is all right--but

ghe surely has some weak points to strengtnen.

1 am sure 1 have written every week,l hope the missing lettes
came all rignt. Mrs.Kernott expects to get a letter every (

Sunaay, but sometimes mine come Saturday and sometimes not untij
londay or Tuesady. '










There is one thing that would make it possible and that would
be great love and great respect and sympathy in ite other's alms.
Tom and I could not possibly live together for we lack sympathy
in each.other's aims. I love Mame dearly and I respect her very
much but I would not be happy in living with her for our aims are
different. Winifred is much harder to live with but. we can be
happy together because our aime are the same and we help each
other. Now in all married life there must be happiness where the
aims are the same--but with people like the Jeffersons,people like
you and me,Wilder,people whose aime are their very life, there can
be no real lasting happinese unless married to one who has similar
aims. Are you and Helen going to be happy together? It will all
depend on how much of love and respect there is,of course,but more
than all on whether you have the same aime in life. You are so very
intense in your conception of what makes life worth living that |
Helen will have to have the same conception or be anxious to strive
towards the same conception-—-For,naturally,a girl has not thought
so long and hard on the real meaning of life,as you have,she must
grow into it through her husband unless she is disappointed in him
and,when children come,is obliged for their sakes to think the
thing out to ite finigh---in or'er that you both may be happy and
joy in each other. Here is where the hard part of the first year
of married life comes in--as I talked over with you before you
were married,here is the testing of your love. I always hold my
breath for each new couple. I am holding it harde@ for you two
children because I know your nature,dear Wilder, I know what things
that may seem unimportant to some,unimportamt to Herbert,unimportant
to the majority of people, perhaps,will mean life or death to you.
I believe that your success or partial failure in life rests

with Helen,unless you have a God-given patience come to you that
is utterly foreign to your nature. When it comes to what you think
right you cannot bend and bring resulte to pass by round-about
waye as some can. It either is or it isn't with us,and that makes
it terribly hard for persons who do not see things as we do, to live
happily with us. I do not believe it ig always hard to live with
a Jefferson,but I do believe it is well nigh impossible for many.
I do believe that I tired your father trying to hold him up to
‘ what I knew to be the highest and what he thought he knew to be
the highest. He loved me and respected me but the aims Were not
what he felt equal to for all of life.¥hen discouragements came I
did not understand how he resented the fight that always rather
appealed to me. When things looked hard I was better equipped for
‘the fight than he was and I urged him on until he gave up entirely
and he was glad to be allowed to rest by the way and let thinge go
over him or by him,even though he had to lose the family he really
loved to get that rest. You have the fighting faculty,I do believe,
and if Helen has it too,as I also believe,and you both love each
other greatly enough to join hands and pull together for the very
highest aim in life--then,oh what a glorious life you will have
together. How I have longed for such a 2e#de life and if I can

see it in you how happy it will make me. That for the great thigse
in your life-- for the little every day thinge? Why your great
love has to come in there. The little every day annoyances that
come into every life, the pin pricks that are necessary when two
" people live so closely together as husband and wife, patience and

understanding are the products of love. Here is one little bit
of advice I want to give you two---Disagreements will come, I
suprrose, think not tdo much about them,and never let any misunde~
standing, no matter how trifling it may seem,go by without talking
it over,and talking it out,and then completely forgetting it.

)




~Train yourselves to believe in your love for each other,don't be

satiefied with just naturally loving,make it a principle,a duty,

~as well. Then remember what real love really ie-—- youiwthl Tiad it

in the 13th.of first Corinthians. After every little disagreement
read that together.--- _

Oh but what a preachment---aren't you dead tired of it? I diad
not go to church today so I had to preach a sermon instead. Pardon
me,but I told the truth-just the same. It is a Jefferson who
speaks, and no matter how mistaken we may be we always believe out
teliels so very intensely.

I sent in fourteen pair of socks to Mre.Webster,writing her a
very nice littel note telling her I was sorry that I had not made t
them all as she desired but that I would try and do so after this,
cut asking her patienee in that I had a sentiment for Galahad that
rade me desire to put in the blue stripe in esach gray sock and also
to put a copy of the Galahad Hymn in each pair socks. It would be
almost tod much to expect that any Galahad boy might get one of the
palr of socks,but I did want to do it just the same. T send you
a copy &f the Hymn just to refresh your merory and let you know with
what & prayer I send out these copies. lay it reach one heart with
comfort and understanding sympathy in the part he is playing today
I shall be so very,very harpy.

Think of me as working in the strawberyy bveds every morning for
the next few weeks. Aleo as playing a part that I have rut off as
long as I could hold out. I.have dreaded the. time when my active
viork should be so nearly over that I should become the grandmotherly

-mender of stockings and the sewer onmf buttons etc. mhe time has

come. I have frankly adopted the huge mending baskets of Winifred

and Ruth. rerhaps I shall someday take my little basket up to lMame'e

and give her a day each week. Yes,I know I ought to do so,and so I

shall probably come to it. iy hands wont ermit of my doing many

things but I can darn and mend. I know it ie not very nice to have

been fighting against it for so long and I also know that when I

get fairly into it I shall enjoy it much. The girls were so surprisé

and so happy when I made the break this week that it made me feel

very much ashamed. Why do we have %o be pushed into new ways of

thinking and doing? You should see my fruit shelves—-it looke as

tho gh the children would have enough for the winter. _
Will has not heard about his commission. They were given out

yesterday after he left but are to be kept as a dead secret, each

man being called into a private consultation when given the word.

He tries not to expect or want it,but just the same,we all know how

he feels. If he does not get it--what to do to support the wife and |

babies? He does not want to go into public school work,and do Pou j

know what he is thinking of? Do not mention it in vour letters

home for wh'le he would not object to my telling you he does not

~want me to speak of it to. any ons here,even Winifred, just vet.

He feels in sympathy with the despised hog, feels that he understands
how to treat them,and feels that there"is millions init" when it comeg
to using this river right at our door. The shrinkage on hogs when

- taken from the pen and shipped by rail to the yards is a good profitf

for some one. The river,a motor with a few scows could work up a )
good business with but little capital and hot much danger of loss.
Raise some here,and buy up all along the river and delivsr in St Paul
yards. That appeals to him more than teaching now--after Galahad. .
God bless him,I hope he is able to make it go. I do not enter ind ;
details now, of course. Please read this lettﬁggwith ratience--and |
caow 1% is nearly dinnertime. God bless and keep vou both safe and
content with growhh and life.  liother. . A










write at the expense of your rightful rest. Wilder is proud
that you are doing such efficient work--and so are we.

seuliiie, yOU know I am getting just too proud to live with-three
captains in the femily. That is different from the greeting

of Dr.Kermott the other day—“How do you feel to have two
captains and a surgeon-general in the family?" But it is good
enough. I know that you are glad to wear the uniform that
others may not question your civilian suit. I wish it were
possible for.every one who is doing his part to help the nation
todey to have some kind of an uniform. There are so many
slackers thet one would like to weer his colors for others to
see. The remuneration I read as dollars at first,but every
little helps when one is spending as little as possible,and I
congratulate you and hope it will be increased when Dr.RBlake
returns--from where?

'But think of our anxiety as to the fate of the worm--Did he
put in an sppearance at last,and every but of him? Here 'is
hoping so. :

. Ruth ic home and reports a good time meeting all of the
Tisconsin army notables. Bobs swaggers more than ever. His
mother azsked him if he were going to tell the girls all that
he had seen-"No,I can't,will you?" TWhen he came,at ten o'clock
at night,he went and got the illustrated sheet of the Times
and brought me and turned first to one picture and then another
saying "There,Nancen,see? Scldiers,see? See their belts?

see them march? thats the way."

Sundzy it was when I began this letter,I was interrupted in
the middle of a sentence,and have not had an opportunity to
finish since then. Now I am waiting for Dr.Bradford's coming
to buy some things and cannot lie down or do any other work so

I feel this is my golden opportunity. Sunday we did just the
mos$ foolish thing. The Mecs were off with the Cutshalls and

we all felt like celebrating. Instead of having a nice cosy
quiet time zs we would have liked had we thought twice zbout it
we asked the Penfields to go with us out to Willow .River Falls.
The children had never bzen there and were anxious to go. Cottie
wanted to see what .it looked like now since the power Bouse had
gons in there. We left here at one o'clock. After we got out
there we talked it over and no one of the older ones wanted

to go down those stepd. We decided we would look about for a
place to eat dinner and then the small fry might go down if
they desired. Now note--every one of us wented to do that-

We picked up our baskets,Herbert shouldered the baby,and we
went directly to the stairs end without question or hesitation
went down the whole flight,off over the rocks etec.into a bright
sunny plage (it was very hot day) and proceeded to have .our
dinner. The only incidents.on the way down were Cottie's
stumbling over a slippery place before reaching the stairs

and Herbert took her arm with his disengaged hand. When we
rezched the steps she insisted on going alone. When she came

to the lsst flight she fell on the lower step coming down all
in a heep. I was so frightened I did not get over it all day.
But she got up and went bravely on declaring she wzs not hurt
st all. Even then no one said "Why did we come?" Going up the
stairs? I tried to make her rest on each landing but sbe forged
ahead and we were the first ones up. Herbert had the baby and
a heavy basket and looked white. Mame had a couple of wraps and

locked wilted and worn. Ruth wes loaded with heavy things but




came up lookeédg a little warm,only. Still no one said-"Why

did we go downi" We took & rather long drive before coming
home. I said That Herbery was coming out to seec about getting
some bed and teble linen,but Ruth said she heard George ask

him if they were coming out to swim and he said"Not on your life
When we got home here weré Mame and the children. Herbert had
brot them out and then gone away. We selected some things for
them to bwy,got supper and to bed early. Cottie was feeling
gxezxy pretty bed,but while I had one of my wekeful nights she
slept all right. The next day she did not get up until supper
time but is all right now barring a little gtiffness. Mame is
gtill stiff Arom the trip. Mondaymorning I worked with the
fruit all morning. Rested the part of the afternoon and went

to the dormitory to look over and sort things. Dr.Bradford
came out znd he and Will went thru things but I did not see

him. Tuesday morning I began early and worked until long after
‘lunch on the dishes,linen,comforts etc.etc.sorting and finding
prices. Every plece of linen was examined separately and put
in 1tes own pile. Perfeot,good,fair,bad-- Then instead of lying
down Deisy invited Cottieé,lMeme,Mrs.Bzker,Elizabeth,yargaret and
me to go riding. TWe went to New Richmond,looked thru the new
bank Albert Beker is so proud of,hed an ice cresam cone,came back
thru Roberts and home for supper after helf past six. Cottie
teels well today,too. -This morning I was at it early again.
Dr.Bradford spent the evening with me last evening telking mxix
prices and was to come ‘back with the dray this morning. I am
all ready for him now but it is after three o'clock and he is
not Here,

Now to go back to Wonday. The Cutshells'and MzcQuarries
were off riding sgain,and Will was packing in between times.
He znd Winifred went over to St.Pzul %gzsg Yesterday afternoon
going to Earneet's Tor dinner. He left there about ten o'clock
for Des Uoines. TWinifred stayed all night coming back this
orning.

The Cutshalls have just left for home. They drove up in
;but the hills are so dreadful here in Wisconsin that

3 anned to go buck by boet and then across Indiana. The
boets were hauling bagges of coal for the government,end one
of them got stuck on the sandbank z few miles below here and

-1s holding up traffic. Frenk said he would go to Presgott and
see-if he could get a boat anywhere below the jam.

It looks as if we might get settled down to living after a
while end find ourselves again. I do not know if it will be
of much use to find ourselves before NrsKing comes home. We
heve had & family of sixtcen for & week--never less than twelve
2ll summer--and we have no help of any kind. Just barely cre
able-to. go here and there for a woman to do the washing end
ironing. It keeps everyone busy just living.

This morning Billy said--"Why what are you doing,are you
going to break up Gzlahad?" The root cellar is fine.All done
except drying out. When we can get the things in and packed
away wont it be joyful. The basement is so full we can hardly
move around it. Then I am advising that the girls each pack
awey the things they own to be sent anywhere they may decide to
go later. In that way they can be taken care of better than if
open, they can pack them so they will know where everything is,
&8 they do not now. Besides thet it would mzke the fihal move
very much easier when it comes. I am tired of seeing things
around. I meen to put meny of my things away,until I have
more room to sprezd them out.

~
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oth=r and older captain was mede adjutant after all? It was

5

quite right end could not heve well been otherwise without

doing an injustice to this other man. He is called the Captain
of this machine gun co., but there still is a feeling that it

y be he will be placed somewhere else. He is thot much of by
the higher-up-officers,evidently.

But I am not telling you what has been my work this week
I have been spending much time with Dr.Bradford,and as we are
not especially congenial you will know it was strictly business

although he did take occcasion to tell me that he thought I wes

o

doing a wrong to myself to take more children to bring up after
raising one femily--how free advice is-- but he hag bouupht
much of bed and table linen and some dishes,chairs and other
things. Everything is settled except his giving me the check
for more than $300. It took much of my timé because I loo
over carefully every sheet,pillowease, tablecloth, napkin and
bedsprezad an& put. them in separate piles marked-perfect,good,

fair,poor. Every pillow,nzttrass cover,co mfort and bdanket

()

was examined. Mame and Mrs Cutshall and Earnest were also
buyers. I set the goal of £1.000 to be put in the bank before

I could rest from my labdrs. I have over £850-when they all pay
me. Of course that includes much that has come in from bills
outstanding. With & family of from 12—16‘a 1d no help we are

all kept busy. We are expecting Nrs.King this week and that will
relieve us somewhat. Ruth,the children and I are going to St.
Paul in the Ford tomorrow. School begins Tuesday and they have

been trying to arrange so that sll may go at the same time.
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¢ PBesldes 'thiis other work I have been canning beans and drying

" corm,dl) of wihrichetakes much time in preparation. Besides that
. Iram making .a start ﬁé”looking'ofe?eor?ing,blassifying"and
putting away things in the basement.

8 T2

“But 't canirot,be dbne. WiAIT" the’ new'school building ds. readys

--and it is not even begun yet-they'will have half day sessiens
for the pupils. The'girls will go in' $heygfternoon and John .in
tierswowning. It does seem too bad. :

_ cen spend ‘a good many
hou¥s there and no one but an expert will be able to distinguish
any difference. The ceppenters atre now at work on the garage but
they will not be long. If the root cellar would only hurry up a
and dry out it wo uld help. I am urging on the girls the
advisability of their packing up carefully all of their things
to keep them away from the mice and moths,and I will pagk away
some of my things end then we will use this pear some of the

old linen etc.that was Galahad's. Rather than sell some of them
for so short a song es was offered it would be better for us to
keep them and patch them up for this year of close quarters.
That work will tzke some weeks,and I cen sece many days spent
with the needle when I would 1like to be doing something else. !
I kbhow the down town people criticise us very hard for not doing
more in Red Cross work--but we seem to be doing all thaet is gms=x
possible for us to do.

It will not be practicsl for me to go to church this year.
The Episcopal S.S.is et nine-thirty =nd the Presbyterian at
twelve. Ruth will take the ch ldren down and afterwards bring
tLem home end turn the gar over to Winifred who will go down
with her children. I will study the S.S.Times and the Continent
and probably get just as miich good as going to church.

There was quite a lot of excitement down town Thursday night
when the the People's Council wag driven out’ of town. That
organization is made up of I.VW.W.s and various other treasonable
societlies who claim that the people of America do not favor
entering the war. I should think after being driven out of so
many. places they would take the hint that the people are with
the government. The trouble is that we heve so many treitors
arong our governors and meyors from Chiceafo down. 211 of the
states end cities and towns are being forced to make demon-
strations of lowalty to show where they stand. If this war does
nothing else byt shake us up and bring vitsl things to our
notice and to the point of decision America,at least,will be
better off and more efficient. The government hes had to take

~gontrol of B0 many”thingﬁ“that“WEMHave*f@ﬁghffbefdf@?”The*ﬁuVihg

of whezt,coal and probably many other things mekes us feel as
though something wes sheking us out of ourselves. Every one has
jogged along so comfortably thieves have had their will with us
without much to make them afraid. If we are knocked down we
zet up with a smile at ourselves,rub our sore heads a little
and go at it again. If the rman next to us has been quite knocke
off his feet and can get nothing for his family to eat or
wear,we start an organizetio n to help him out and let the
thieves and thugs go on their happy way. Oh but we are getting
our eyes open,we are waking up,and when we get fully awake and
our sleceves rolled up for business--let all wrong doers beware.
They will think the millenium has certainly come and that Satan
is surely chained and his followers will have to slink awey out
of sight and hesring --or else refoem, we will hope the latter
will heppen. But will there always be hard personal problems
to solve? :

To change the subject-I had a letter from Aunt Addie,with
love efc.fa you. She wants me to come and meke her a vigsit this
winter and Mrs.Goss wants me to visit her for two months thisg






to the people as being the real sentiment of America and that America
never will enter the war. He declares it is doing more harm in
Russia then anything else is doing to keep up their unrest.

Cousin Helen Sanford spent Thursdey with us. Her two boys have gon
oneé in G(the Navy and one in the Guerds. Wayland Hell is in a fair
way to recelve a vommission in the Navy. He left Ann Arbor after his
greduwatlion and went directly to Newport lNews. There they selected
200 of the best to pass an exemination with the idea that the best
fifty would be sent to a training camp. Wayland Ball passed fifth
although it had been several years since he had done Academic work.
He is engaged to be married and will be merried before he gets
settled. Did you ever hear of Winifred Mann? He fell in love with
her in the 6th.grede altho he has had passing flames since she has
always been in the back of his heart. Cecil says she is "one peach
of a girl." Bghe is abput Wayland's age,her father died and after
greduating from some college in the Eest she took up library work
and 1s now in a Commerciesl library in New York City. Her Mother is
with her and is anxious that they be married before Wayland leaves
dmerica. Every one on both side§ seems pleessed with the match. He
may be married any day and Winifred will zo on with her work until
after the war is over. And by the way,Della Webster has gone back
to Delaven to teach while Elbert is away. Of course,while he is in
training he mey not fet a commissioh,but I suppose he will have to
go in the National army just the same.

And that brings me around to ¥ill. I wish you could read his
letters,they are the most enthusiastic happy letters and so full of
interest. The captains had the opportunity of choosing their
lieutenents,and it wes one exciting day. There was one 2nd.L.that
he wanted,as did others,and he waived his first choice for 1st.L
in order to get this man. You see,he knows whet he can do and what
will be herd for him to do end he wanted the men who would be able
to round up in effieiency. And he thinks he has chosen the ones
who will be strong in all of the different departments,and the
mejority have hed some experience along the line he wants to gl ve
them. ~ When he got his five together and talked with them he told
them he should always be open to suggestions but,of course,reserved
the right to do a&s he thot best. They all seemed enthusicstic and
ready to work together and all are determined to make their compeny
the best in the regiment. Other companice are feeling the same and
that will not hurt the result. One of his Lieutenemsté feels he
should heve had the place of the Captain in the Co.next to them and
he is determined to beat him in results. Did I tell you the size
of the place? Four miles long,i@mg 1000 big buildings,40.000 men
when full. A1l of the drafted men who heve come to him,so far,
have been college men,athletes,and seem fine stuff.---Let the Kaiser
look out.

There is much being szid about how our soldiers abroad do not
like the name of "Semmie"--We think it a good name,but it has been
suggested that 1f they do not like that name they might chenge it
"Kalserkanners", The cry seems to be &s they leave Amrica "We are
off to can the Kaiser." I imagine "Semmies®™ will stick for every
newspaper in Mmerica seems to useing it.

Fernest and Mary came over last night to stay over Sundey. Such
heppiness as radiates from them warms us all. We are expecting
Jack on every train now as letters have stopped coming and we have
had word from othsrs who heave seen him that he expects to be home
right awey. Indeed one message form Col.Burton was that he would be
home for the week-end.

Merguerite Frear was married Thursdey evening. The church was
beautifully trimmed,the bride looked very sweet end tiny and delicat
beside her tell husband, Phil looked hendsome, the bridesmeids were
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pretty,eand ever thing seemed just right. The reception at Anita's RXE
pretty home seemed well planned, in the main,the gifts were beautiful,
end many old friends were there---and yet,there was something wrong.
The first wedding I have known of lately where the man in the case
‘Was not preparing for war,but that wasnot it,everything seemed so
cold and so on the glittering surface,yet the two interested ones

<f looked at each other as if they were deeply in love--what was it?
Phil's wife was i1l and had been in bed for five days. She dressed
to go to the train ad looked very weak and white as she went thru he
room. Phil left to go to his place in camp,znd Mr.Frear took her
home to Kentucky. I hear from others thet she is the most attractive
girl to be imegined. [ ;

Fortunetely,before getting new glasses Elizabeth had her eyes

" examined by Dr.Herding before he should leave for camp--he is very
handsome in his uniform, Ruth says.-- and g stigmatism has developed
in one eye that was not there before.

Dr.Bredford bpught over two hundred dollars of things more than a
week ago and I have not hezrd & word since of the check--will I h:=ve
to go after it? A1l right, tomorrow he will hesr from me. After
I get things in the shépe I want them to be in I am going to see if
there is not to be something done to sell the place. Think I will tPry
and reach the North Western rozd. If they keep hheir shops here they
should have Galahad property. If they buy Galashad property I shall
want them to take Sarrass prceperty--and then? The carpenter has
bought some o0ld window and door frames and some oak pieges. And
now I am going to Mr.Oliver and ask him to take some castings and
Pipes and wire to help settle his bill. Then I will go to Hoffman
and the (Creamery man and see if there are not some things they want.
When I get all of this done I shall feel thet I am truly a business
woman., I tried to be one przzEE once,you know. I shall ne ver forget
how I suffered during that time. I have no desire to be anything of
the kind. ‘Herry Burt thought I hed the ability but was it not Jjust
because I could plesss people in the home? and that is diffcrent. To
try,and_sellvthings goes dreadfully asgainst every instinct in me.
Vhen I was a girl I used to wonder how girls could do as they did
to induce the boys to buy things for them. If I wanted them %o get
candy,treat to supp rs or enything of thzt kind I would talk about
the most foreign thing I could think of--and now I must turn the
conversation candy-werd. I told Mrs Xermott that she was more
tactful then I the other night,when we wented to talk about our two
children and oth:rs could not see thaet we were trying to get off
alone. I would simply have marched off--she thoughtfully czlled uy
attention to some beautiful roses and walked up and began smelling
them and waited until the others turned to more interesting things xk

W*toses. She did the right thing,but I would only have thot of the
result axrx and hot the way of reeching it. I am writing so fast
that the words fairly tumble over each other.

And now,Helen how are you feeling? better I do hope. And about
your going to the Front,Wilder,after you are through at the hospital.
Why not? Is not that & dreadful thing for me to say? It is not
that I want you at the front,but---- if you come back here in Decembe:
inrorder to finish your course at Hopkins and become a bone~-fids
Dr.You will have gained ycur diplome,to be sure but without the

generel hospital practice you will be no better fitted for general
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f?t pradtice than you are today-which is not at 211. You can get your
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Jiploma in a very few months at any time. ' If you come home you will
hot only«want to get in ‘the fight some where .in June after the diplom
is givesssesy you will be called out somewhere. Helen 18 over there
with you now. She is making herself useful where she is. If she
comes back here and you leave for France egein,it 1s very doubtful
1f she could get bzck there with you. It would be easier for both
of you to be on the same side of the big pond. Besides that,you have
the opportunity of perfecting yourself along one line of your pro-
fescsion at the front or at Blakes, it may be that you will never
neced genercl practice,aend if you do thet can come leter. I know you
want tc be a well-rounded physician,but just now it is the knowledge
of how to take care of the wounded thet is the most important and
it seems to me that right where you are now ig the place where you
are most needed. Never mind the diploma,what you are getting now
will not militate against your getting it and getting it in a hurry
later. This thing is the thing you want now and let the future take
gare of /dtself. : {
If children should coxe to you two,you would want to be home and |
we should want you here,but those desires do not weigh very much in
the balance when one thinks of your being there,and Helen being here .
for many months. She could go thru with it all over there,especially
with such friends as the Christies to help her,and she would be
nearer you,wherever you might be. Of course,I am watching the attack
on the hospitals with trembling,but you are bound to % in danger
now. Of course I shall want to see you at Christmas time,but there
will be many another mother worse off. If you want my advice there
it is--stay where you are until you are not needed,and then go with
Dr.Finney if you are needed at the front more. :
Cousin Helen seys she is a pacifist,and it hes been a terrible
tragedy for them to give up their boys,especially Dwight whp is only
nineteen. She is a pacifist only because she does not went her
boys in danger. It &s rather interesting to note the primeval
instinct of motherhood in so many mothers. 1Is it that they are
lacking in imagination that they do not see what it would mean to
their boys if they did not want to get into this fight? This is not
only the biggest war in history,but it is a war for the biggest
principle that was ever fought for in history. It is the fight that
will end in the bringing in of another era in the world's history.
Meny a young men goes into it thoughtlessly,but he will come out
of it with bigger idess secthing in his mind than ever was thot to

' be possible for the nations to seriously think.
funt Clare has had a nervous breakdown and Irvine has taken a

vacation to look after his femily. DorotHy has had a return of her
bad symptoms too.Nizht sweats,exhzustion etc. As soon azs Aunt
Clara is able to go they are going to California to Dorothy,

My we¥k has been full--Monday I patched and darned table linen
all day,separating what is left of the good and packing away for
the girls. Tuesday Ruth and the four children and I went to St.
Paul for the day. TWednesday I patched sheets and pillowcases and
separated from the good. Wednesday evening Ruth and I went to South
Stillwater to see the two /indersen families. Do you remeuber that
little old house next the lake and just East of the factory? Fred
has fixed it up with white enamel and paper and it is the ERitizz%
daintiest little summer home on the inside and & new coat of paint
has made it look different on the ogiside especially with its new big
porch where they eat when it is warm enough. Dr.MacDonald is with
Mrs.A. Thursday I spent with Ccusin Helen. Tn the afternoon going
to visit Aunt Mary,lrs.Baker and Yame. In the evening to the wedding.
Friday I spent in the root cellar arranging the fruit,making a place

for the potatoeg and making the former storerocom into a place for mv.












Truly,we do all need to feel that we are needed somewhere or we
cannot be happy. €She helped me in some of the mending etc. but I
was right tired when she left. However I am rested now,and all
dieeewsescrent of all kind has eveporated. I Gtold the family
this morning that I was absolutely well now. My skin does not
show it yet,but a man may be discharged from the hospital as
absolutely cured and still limp for months. I am well,in the
same way.There are too many promises in the Bible for me to doubt
and for the third time in my life I am going to prove it.

Argentina is in the war now,or ncarly so--The U.S.government
is,day by day,giving out the news of all of the spy work that
has been going on. I expect they did a very wise thing to keep
it secret for the education of a mass of people is,necessarily,
& slow process. They must learn a little at 2 time and let that
sink in before they can assimilate it all. It is gradually comimg
into the minds of many that their idees of the duty of our
country must be changed. Meme is doing her little bit along that
line. Che has a German-American neighbor who never reads any
péper but the Germen language papers. Meme gives her parts of
the N.Y.Tribune very often. At first ostensibly on account of
the pictures. Then she talks with her when she is at work in 4
Mame's kitchen. The other day she looked at Mame with round eyes
when she told of some things the Germans had done-"Is that true?
are you sure?" Mame said there are the photographs and these men
. who swear that it is true are responsible men,one of them is a
great preacher,Dr.Hillis,yes,it is really true. "Are they crazy
over there in Germany?" Cannot people see that this is the
Great War spoken of in the Bible when good is fighting against
evil? Not that all Germans are bad,-far from it--neither are
all of the Allies good--I am sorry to say,but the Germans have
arrayed themselves wbth Satan and all of the worst of humanity,
and we have allied ourselves with God and &ll of the best of
humenity. We are fighting God's war even though we are not all
like HEim. They are fighting for the Bevil even though they are
not ell like him. Too many of them are very like him at his
worst.

Later--
I had six boys of sixth grade age bn the class this morning,but
George was not one of them. Some nice little fellows,all but one
and he wes either very stupid or very indifferent. This is &
most wonderful day. Indian summer still with an interval of
cold and rain and clouds of three days to make us appreciate it
more. I do not know one thing in the way of news that I can
tell you. I am mending and knitting end going through things
still. The news that interests me (except the pzpers) is how
neny tomatoes or cukes I can find. Are there enough Night shade
berries for a pie? Is Cottie more able to be about? Shall I send
her to bed or let her work on? Is that corn ripening? The beans
have been picked again and canned for winter. Shall the girls
pack their things in the Qym.basement or in the Lake Dorm?
#nd a hundred more like things that secm to make up my life now
but are very monotonous for any one else.

Elizabeth is very anxious as to when I shall be ready to g0
to living with her as my better helf. And truly I am anxious too
but my anxiety is to whether it will ever be advisable. I am not
right sure of myself. You see,it is this way. Her life has been
very circumscrived waiting continually on a very tyrannical old
man. Her mind for many years has gone right around in a circle.
ggr vision is even narrower than the present confines of my life.
che 1s interested,so very interested in the least details of

2

ne's life. things that are passed and mercifully forgotten are
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the things that seem vital to her today. She brought up more
things in my married life than I have thought of in years. The
present is interesting to her when it touches the inner lives of
other people. I do not mean she is a gossip,but she likss to
know all about the sorrows and happinesses of every one,even
thbugh she may not know them by sight. She wants me to sell

her all about this one and that one and asks guestions about
things  that it would never occur to.me. to gquestion. Such as
~how much of an income has she?--Is she interested in the absent
member of her family? Is she setting as good a table? etc.etc.

I befdan to think that I knew absolutely nothing about my old
friends. All of that is not in oriticism,exactly,because her
life has been a sort of a pitiful one. the had a fine mind but
she did not assert herself and use it and now,will she be able
at sixty-seven to get interested in more interesting things? I
am afraid I should not be able to stand that kind of thing for
very. long. Ahd yet,---Well 'I wont worry over it,things always
come out all right. :

"Already Wisconsin has the reputation in Washington,;as the
U.S8.Food Administrator writes,of "standing on the forefront as
an example of efficiency in enlistment,the Liberty Loan,in food
conservetion,and in the organization and active work of #he
Stete Council of Defensen" & It have quoted that as I theught you
would 1ike to know. We have 'been ordered by Mr. Swenson to make
Tuesdays meatless days and VWednesdays wheatless days. Wile we
are doing that it is seid that Oklehoma fermers are feeding
their wheat to the hogs and horses rathecr than sell at $3.30
as has been dictated. Patriotic,are they not? N %

Men who represent Big Business have been meeting with Mr.
Hoover et Atlantic Ci:ty and among other things they have made
request that the Food Administration shall set prices on meny
other things. That is what irritates the farmers that grain
should be sold at a set price while the things they buy are
let alone. It 1s a very big thing to whip a nation into line
where every man has in a sense been a law unto himself.

I believe in Democracy,of course,but it takes a longer time to do
things,without doubt. = e i

La. Folllett spoke in St.Psul night before last and now it is
quite probable that he may be arrested by some St.Paulite for
treason. That is the only way,I guess. It is reeslly getting
quite unsafe for anyone to attack the government now. It is
almost a joke though to think that an American gannot say what
he pleazses. The German propagenda had a stronger hold than any
could believe possible and it would seem as though the men higher
up,like La Folliette should be the ones to suffer arrest rather

or as well as,men who have not as much influence.
~ A letter from Trevor says he is the the Marine Flying Corps
at Philadelphia. He was in & new machine with his instructor
& while ago and a sudden puff of wind took them and sent them
to the ground nose down. The other man was quite badly hurt but
"the bull luck of Peanut Williams" held good and he received
only a scratch or two. He says the excotement is waat he has

always been lookinf for,and he is much in ljove with the service.



Clifford Babcock tried for the aviation service but could not
pass exeamination on account of -his tonsils. He went home and
hodmsbeaeme out and then,as Frank was at Snelling his father would
not consent to his going now. He is going back to school.

Aunt Eligzabeth met Dr. Russell's “”LTEL”I and they talked abou
you. Dr.Russell's wife was a sister of Mr.Frank Prince's first
wife. I believe that is the relationship.

Robert began to whine and cry at the table this morning. All
he could complain about wee that "John is looking at me."
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under the windows. I spent Saturday in that attioc, The obLEq-
ren were given the magezines to sell and they worked hard all
the morning. After I had been thru everything Winifred and Eumi

@ o e Up to help sort out some things and then Mrs,King

cleaned up. 8o I bade farewell to the attie, 1t 18 8 '2000
0ld attic and many things could be and were stored there.
The Library gets some things,the Rummage sale gets some things
the rag man gets some things and I get some more to store in
other places.

I have Bad lots of fun this week. Monday I spent in my own
storeroom and threw out & most all of the megazines. Now
Tilder you know thet gives me an awful wrench. Tuesday 1
spent in St.Paul and the dentist wanted me to come over this
week Tuesday and spend the week over there while he fitted
some new teeth for me. I will go over to Cousin Florence's
between times. By the way you knew that Dr.Sloan has his
place in the army? Jean tried to go as his assisstant but
could not meke it go. Sadie Cole's husband has taken his
place. Dr.Hocum? I guess that is the neme.

Wednesday I also spent in my storeroom. It is astonishing
how many things one finds to do when the place isso ' Tull

~ that half of the things have to be moved™in order to get into|

the room. I am sorting things and taking over to the Gym.
basement all of Ruth's things so she can get her things packed
out of the way. Garry is crating everything of Winifred's so
thst she could movex easily at any time. Of course the girls
mzy be here for years,and then if the place should be sold
we might 211 have to move. But no matter what hzppens things
will be more comfy here if there are fewer things and more
room. - You should. see how nice the new garage looks. There
sgain all of the hemdware -nd the tools that have to be
looked over,after being gath red up from all over the place,
-nd packed eway in the many seperate drawers thst have been
provided: for tham. :

Thurzdayl spent in sorting spresds and meading & 1ot of
linsn. Friday I had a surprise package of & bushel G
tomatoss and a crate of peaches and Cottie end I spent the
whole dey at thet. When I work up to five o'olock 1 an
tired and do not like going out to supper with our noisy
little folks so I tazke a bath end lie down and Cottie brings
me my supper on a tray and I rest and eat and read and enjoy
it hugely. Then when the chilcdren are in bed I go out in
the other room with my knitting snd the rest of the family
come and if it is cool we have a grate fire and either Garry
or I re-d aloud. That maekes a very restful endins to the
nerd dey. Then I am sleeping so herd now: that the other nigh
when the 0ld mill burnsd--the one that was called "The New
Richmond Rolling Mills"--I heard no bells neither did I know
that Ruth came down to my room and watched the fire from my
windows. Th:re was a strong South wind and the burning
shingles were carried out as far as gherry's. The old
nglark and Jeff rson" mill burned in the summer,both belonged
to Burkhardt. He declares that some pro-Britisher burned
them. This last mill was used to store grain but fortunately
it was empty. Wes to have been fill d today.

Sundey 1 seemed to be pretty busy in preparing for 5.8
claes and after that Ruth and I went to the farm and had
dinner with the children th-re. Herbert's birthday was on
Friday and we were invited to surprise him at dinuer but he
had planned to go to St.Paul and hear Roosevelt so it wes

postponed until Sunday. He did not succeed 1n carrying out
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hiis plan for Roogevelt but he and Mame drove over . They
went to the Movies,had dinner and then went to the Met.and
heard Pollysnna. They had such & good time off by themselves.

Stephen has received his commisgion azs Captain of a
Forestry xmgimerX company. The company is not reised yet and
he does not ‘now when he will be called. Fred is wildly
excited over his work in thetraining cemp. He had applied
fro the Rangers too but he like the Artillery so much that he
seys he would rather be second Lieut. there than Captain in
the other. He also says if he does not get a commission he
will enlist right away. He can get all the work except the
soldiering part. He is so sort of easy andamisble and pleasant
and ambling that to stand at attentton for any time they may
cell upon him is very irksome and almost impossible but he
1s quite sure he will succeed in doing even that. They were
joking him and telling him it wes doing him & worké of good
because he was really getting a little too satisfied with
himself. He sgareed--"Yes,I believe that is so. In South
Stillwater I wes some punkins,but at Snelling I am the
ewkardest rookie of them all."

Now about your conscription--of course you have received
Herbert's letter long beforethis and know that it wes all
a misteke. Herbert wrote immediately he heard of it and he
had an answer telling him your number had not been called and
that if it wes called they would let him know. Herbert then
wrote you immediately. I heve not spoken of it because it
Was 80 soon shown that it wes a mistezke I forgot it. At first
I did not want to write until I was sure. They wont call you
back here to zo in the ranks. Your number might be called
but Herbert will then tell them where you are and that will
end it all, The U.S8.is not so hard pressed for men as that.

I am sorry that Mr.Christie is so pessimistic. To us it seem
es though the U.S.was dpigg pretty well. 1o nation can
meke itself over in a minute. We were not only unprepared
és far as munitions and shi:s were concerned but the whole
thought of the nation has Bdd to be readjusted and reborn.
Ve have never expected to cef into an. Euzepean .war. It has
taken 'us & long time to realize that this is our war teos i«
It has been impossible for us to .change our opinion of Germany
in a hurry. It has been impossible for um to believe that
any nation could be such a monster. It was diffrent over there
for there has eslwyas been more or less strife among themselves
Think of what a large percent of our citizens are Gérmans.
They &a®e & part of us &s they never have besn of England end
France.lt wes hard for England to understand,it is infinitely
harder for us., Then the pro-Cermen element is a large one
‘here. That is beling stamped out but we have gquite a problem
on -our’ hands. The I.W.Ws were &ll recdy to start a revolu-
tion., The ZSecret Servige has been pretty busy.They have done
good work too,1it seems to me. This country is so big,so
good natured,so wasteful,so extravagent. It is hard for an
individual to readjust his way of living but it is harder for
& nation. Our whole outlook has to be readjusted. The mills
cennot furnish the wool fast enough for us to use it. The
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same way with coel,steel.sugar etc. We have not enough of
anything to furnish all we need and all the Allies need,and
_to leern to economize when we cannot see the need is hard.
esimessii o Dept.is doing its best,but nothing was organized.
Then too,you must remember this. Everything our soldiers
need in going to France has to be furnished here and sent
over with them. Shipping is limited for so many ships have
been sunk. To get transportation to ship such great quantities
of food for the others,our soldiers,and all that that army
of men needs for every day use,for fighting,for traveling etc-
It is wonderful that we have done as much &as we have. Just be
paetient. Do you realize that every rail,every train,every
dock,every warehouse,every bit of food,every aniaml,every bit
of clothing,every thing in the way of army and civilian
gquipment that army of ours needs is bing shipped from here
in the face of the submerine menace and the shortage of the
boats of the world? Give us time. We will meke many mistakes,
every nation has done so and will do so.But our hearts are
big and they are working as well as our heads. And our heads
are about as good as any heads one can find. :
I am sorry vou are ‘so disappointed about having tc give up
a ward for the American-srmy sick. What if they are not surgis
al cases—-yet? Have I not heard you complain that you were
only getting surgery and nothing in the way of genersal
przeitis practice? /‘nd yet,when here comes in something
e little different you are disgruntled. Don't you think for
one moment that you are going to be ashamed of our homeland
and home government,but be patient until we have a chance to
show the world. It 8s quite interesting to note how the
general opinion is changing. But oh dear,the Germans are a
pig-headed rzce over here. Do you suppose they believe all
the things thet we have been forced to believe? No sir,it is
all British Xieirg lying. 3
1 am so glad about your picture. I was so surprised that
you had moved again. Plcese tell me about the Chesters. Just
what is she doing? Is she driving a truck between Paris end tk
hospitals? Are they still near you? Has Helen more help
again? Helen do all the good you can----=but don't work too
herd. That will not pay,besides I can hear the remarks that
Wilder makes when he thinks you are doing more than you
ghould. You see,I lived with him last winter. 7nd but I am
glad that I did. That wes a wonderful thing that I could have
had that time with him just before he wes married. 1 am 80
heppy thzt sometimes my lett=re say whet they ought to say
!B 2t juat the rlohiamenen e e i L i L sl e
But it is high time I went to Ped for morning comes so very
early. I do not know just whatlyou are doing,or thinking or ¢
seying,but I do know that this same beautiful moon is shining
over you as it ie shining over us. Whe:n the air raids are
successful or are fallures over England will they turn their
attention to Paris? You hesrd the story of the woman who
alwzys found excuses for every one until some one said "I
believe mother would find an excuse for the devil himself."
And mother answered--"Well,my dear,I am sure you must admire
his persistence." The Germans are persistent too,aren't they?
Shall we say they are zs persistent as the devil? God bless
you both and may you draw very near to Him, We &ll love you
both and especially . :
your Mother.
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Dear Two children: A

Query--—Am I cut out to be a teacher of smell boys who are
too 0ld to be treated as babbdes and too young to be talked
to as if they were reasonable creatures? or am I not? If I
am not shall I be able to fit myself to the work or is the
result not worth the effort? Still,if I could divide the
class I think I could interest some of them. I told them
this morning that the lesson had been an utter fallure beczuse
I had spent most of the time in trying to keep order and that
was something I would not do. If they could not come there
and keep gquiet and be gentlemen in their actions they would be
asked to leave. I would not stand for it one instant. They
looked so surprised and shockee. That wze all right 1if
I felt that I was going to succeed. thall I be always talking
over their heads? Yet I can make myself understood by George
and Eligabeth.

Yesterday I was out hurrying to get in the garden truck
to save things from the frost, It made me think of the
Kentucky Cardinal. Do you recall how Adem ,in the Kentucky
erdinel,loved to go out in the Autumn when frost was in the
air and prepare for VWinter? I thought of him all day yesterd:
But the result? only listennto this. There were enough of
the strawberrieg for the children's"tea." The Penfields were
all over here and they had what may be a farewell day in the
playhouse. Played at keeping house--eleven of them--and
there were enough strawberries for them. Two bushels of
helf ripe and green Tomatoes. Some to be put to ripen in the
sunny windows,as we need them and the greenest od them to be
made up into tomato mincemsat tomorrow. Today we had corn
on the cob--the sweetest one ever tasted--and a delicious
dish of Swiss Chard. Wax beans tomorrow and radishes eand
lettuce. All from the garden.

I spent almost all of the week in St.Psul and Minneapolis,
I have not my new teeth yet. The gums are not ready.. I am
surposed to have az new bridge,however,but failed because of
a' tooth ache as the Dr.was ready to fit the bridge on. I go
over agein on Thursday. j

Jaeck is on Cenerel Richarde staff. I will copy some of his
letter of yesterday. "In orier to get the reguired 37.000
men for the Division the various Wis.Reg. will be merged to-
gether and with some Michigan troops make the 33nd. Army
Division.The 57th.Depot Brigade is a part of this Division.
This Brigade supplics the officers and men lost as casualties
and acts as a training department and supply depot for supplic
Brig.Gen.Richards is the commanding officer of this 57th.
D.B. He has on his staff a Major,a Captain and two Lieut.
He has selected me as his Captain and I move over to the
Brigade Headquarters tomorrow. It is partly office work. I
expect I should be pleased o be selected by Gen.R.from all
of the captains in the 4th.5th.and 6th.Reg.for this work. If
he had not wanted me I would have been picked as one of the

officers to go to France socn as observers. I never wanted



anything so much ss & chance like that and Col.Cousins recommended
re a8 one of three from the 6th.but Gen.R.overruled it and would
not be moved to reconsider. So I wanted one job and got another.
Howemesespinis is my work and profe:sion now. There is one advantage

cf being on the staff of a General., It brings one near the
be%inniqg of things,end chances and opportunities may be more and
better.' ,

Will is having the most wonderful time of his life right now.

It seems to him as though all of the things that have come into
hig life so far has been but fitting him for the work in hand. His
company is showing up wonderfully well. His Lieut.said to him "It
is too good to be true,I am afraid it cannot last." That after
gsome bit of praise from the commanding officer. Will said-"Never
mind that,we will do our best to keep it true." But few of the
Captains have had his experience in the training of men,for the
men are but boys after all and Will treats them as such. He does
not think he wolidd like the work so well in times of peace,for he
would not have the same ¢ lasg of men to work with.

Stephen Phipps is in Weshington now and will probably szil soon.
Mrs.Phipps and Helen have gone on to be with him as long as possib!
They two foolish women are making themselves so unhappy over his
going. Winifred says"Why I should think they would be so proud and
happy thet he has & chence at last to make something of himself."
It 1s making it hard for Stephen,I should think. _

What a shame that you should have had the worry about that draft.
Don't you know that Herbert would let you know in time? There is
one letter that evidently missed resching you. He would have
cabled you had it been necessary. Poor boy I am sorry you had that
annoyance.Your lest letter came a week ago tomorrow and I have not
had the time to tske it up to Mrs.X. " The report is all over town
that Winifred is to move into town for the winter. Mr.Tourtellot
told her how glad he w:=s that she was to leave xzmw Galzhad and be
neareg them all. How such a report got started is a mystery to us.

While we four were washing the dishes today we had a very self-
congratulatory telk. Winifred:"How beautiful this all is. As I
sat at the table and looked out over the lake and saw the sun
shining on the water I thought that really we were having,perheps
the happlest time of 2ll of our lives. Will often gays that the
tropuble with us is that we do not live enough in the present,and
I just mean to try and eppreciate each day how happy we are."
Ruth:"Yes,I believe that this winter is going to prove to be a
most wonderful and rich year for us all." Mother:"I often think
thet in the years to come the memory of these hours when we four
are at work together in thie kitchen will be one of the brightest -
end most precious." Cottie: "That is the way I think about our
evenings together when some one is reading and the rest are zll
knitting. "Winifred:"That is the way Will likes to think of us here.

Is that little conversation at all illuminating about our being
"so crowded and. so noisy and nerve-racked"?

The whole country is worked up over LaFfolliette. (If I could
get a few more letters inhis name I would. He made his defence
on the speech he made in St.Paul,before the Senate yesterday. He
claimed that he had been misquoted but did not say how he was
mis-quoted. He ranted about the right of free spesech for gvery one.
.He attacked the administration,etc.for three hours. Senator
Kellogg of St.Paul answered him. Many other senators scored him.
¥ill they unseat him? probably not for he w uld then have time to
wopk up. some sympathy.. Senate has adjourned until December and

then some action will be taken-probably censure. Rocsevelt 1is
t e int e
doing much better work here making speeches and explaining th
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conditions of things here and abroad then he could possibly have
done at the head of a division in France. After his work is

well done here it would seem to me that he could be of much help
to the Russians. He is so vital and so enthusiastic and so
fearless. FEarncst heard him in Minnespolis. He had not been very
devoted to Teddy,but he sat--with the usual Earnest MeacQuarrie
luck--in a box right near him and could watch every facial
expression as Teddy was speaking. He thinks him a wonder now and
gives him his deepest admirztion. :

The whole tome of public opinion seems changing. How,I cannob
just say,but patriotic education is on the move and we are grad-
ually being sheken up and shaken out of old ruts of thinking and
acting. In the entrance to the Golden Rule--you recall all of
the windows used for dienlay inside the entrznce?™-wag a wonder—
ful bit of patriotic education thls week. First a huge banner-red
border around a white oblong and on the white blue stars. p star
for each one of the Golden Rule boys who has gone to the front. I
did not count them ( Such banners are in many windows. Goldberg
has one star,CSinger and Zarske each have two stare and we mean %0
have one with three stars.)but there were meny of them. Then there
were most attractive placerds scattered in the decorations of red
and white advising what to eat and what not to eat. "Use more
barley bread." "Use less wheat and sugar.""Eat peanuts and peanut
butter." etc.etc., I was not in a hurry so I stopped and watched
the crowds. I have wondered wany times how men were taking the
change in menus that is being talked and if they were as interested
es we hope all of the women are. Not many women were reading those
placards but so many men were reading every one and seemed to be
so thpughtful ebout it all. Mary Mac. says she thinks the Galshad
femily are following Hoover advice more scientific:lly than ang
family she knows about.

But I have not told you that I em perfectly well. No I do not
mean that my hands ets.are cleared up entirely but I have stopped
2ll of the medicine thet wes given me and put my case in the
hands of the Great Physicien. How sympathetic will you two be
in what I say now? I do not know how much I explained to you,
Wilder,about my cure when I had neuritis,but I have been a bit
wary of saying much abput it because if one does not understand
XhkEy it is useless to say much about it. But I know that it was
pzayer that cured me them. Ever since I came home from Beltimore
I ®ave religiously done everything I was told to do and it was
getting worse 2ll of the time. My hands are so painful when ever
any one takes hold of them,it hurts so to do any kind of work, they
ache at night as well as by day. Getting worse in that the area
was increasing as well as the depth of the affected tissue. My
toes and heels were so painful it wes often hard to walk. I did
not consult anyone else for whom should I consult? Dr.X had done
what he could,Dr.Coock had done what he could and more than that
had consulted all of the Twin City skin men. Dr.Hamburger had done
all that he could. It was laid to my teeth--well,while there was
plenty of trouble with my teeth,things were not getting better. I
had a bleck time of discourzgement which I kept to myself. Then I
took the time to have a consultation with my faith and the Bible

end I came to the conclusion that I hed s cure right at hand if
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the first one. Complained of & stomach ache. Dr.said not to give
her anything to eat until she was over it. At first we gave her
only the lightest of food,and finally not a mouthful of anything.
There wes no fever and during the day very little if any pain.
About bedtime pargxysms of pain whenthe bowels just below and
sometimes including,the navel would twist up in & spasm. Then
no more until the next spesm. The pains did not come regularly,
sometimes seemed to yeild to hot water and sometimes not. Some
times the pein was light,sometimes hard. She became exhausted
and lenguid,of course. Stayed in bed--well for about a week I
guess the worst of it weas. probebly two days when she had nothing
in her stomach. Bobby is going thru the same thing. He is eating
a little now but very little. After Margaret began to eat she
seemed starveé and has been eating more of a variety than she
ever did before. the seems perfectly well and is going to try
and skip a grade now. She enjoys her school work zs she never
did before. Elizabeth has been sick since Thursday night,John
since Friday night. Headache and vomiting later followed by pain
in the upper bowel. Elizabeth is dressed now,but John feels:
pretty bad today. They none of them like the starving process.
billy announced yesterday morning with his delightful grin"I am
sick now." But a dose of laxative fixed him all right. Of cpurse
a lazative has been given to each of them at the beginning.

I was to go to Dr.Owen last Thursday but Cottie had been in
bed 21l day Wednesday and Thursdey morning hdd a bad dream that
frightened her so she did not want to be alone,and it was Mrs.
King's Cay at home. It was & fortunate thing I gave up the trip.
But what dre=dful thing do you think vour mother did? I was to
go to Minneapolis to Mrs.Prince's for ldnch and in the press of
business I telephoned to Dr.:nd never thought of telephoning to
Mrs.Prince. They waited until quarter to two for me. Lunch at:
one. - I expect to go over on Wednesday this week:but I skall
not tell them I am coming &and if I can get around I will drop in
on them either before or after lunch. >

We started our furnace fire the first of the week. It is real
winter weather. I em wondering if you two are comfortable. A
writer from Paris said that in the highest priced hotels when
- the thermometer stood at forty there was not & bit of heat &and
hot water for shaving only. If that is so in the bsst hotzsls
it will be no bettsr in the cheaper oned,and how is it in the
private femilies? Are the French people really going to suffer
for the lack of coel? We are facing a shortage here,but that
must be due to the lack of provision and will surely be remedied.
The gov.has taken the coal and twenty different stzples under
its care so that by Decenber,probably things will be more stable.
It does seem drezdful thst the speculators should be able to make
hard things harder. Samuel Blythe has written an adticle on
the President that I want you to be sure and read. I will send it
to you end don't say you have not time to read it. You were
complaining of not having enough to do in the hospital,I judge
that you heve not that complaint now?

tbout your staying there,you know how we all feel about it,
that is,if you have received the letters. You would not be
draited until after you had finished your course,probably,but
then you and Helen would be separated,withour doubt. - Leo Peterse
was in his third year in dentistry in Milwaukee and he was
drefted and they would not exexwpt him.Three of hesr boys are
FOone.

" I have five and a half pounds of yard in the house to knit










in order to get insurance, I helped her with that and then some
other things thet ‘troubled nesded to be talked over,and now it is
eleven o'clock but as I do not feel very like getting gettled for
the nizht I shall write a while longer. I had promised to look over
a little written sketch for Ruth this evening but that will have to
wait until tomorrow night. I heve given Cottis her goodnight cup

of milk and a hot weter bag,but possibly she would rather I would
gtdp the typewriter. :

I have just heard this evening that Harriet Pierpont is married.
rs. K. told Mame so I suppose you will hear it from nearer head-
querters. What I cannot understand is this. I telephone to Mrs.P/-
almost every day and was talking with her tonight and would have
thought she would heve sald something to me about it. David Ritt.
is homefrom France. He was in the Ambulance corps there and has coume
home to enter the aviation. ) i

Stanley Stone is going over in the Rainbow Division and wrote his
father--"Wouldn't it be funny if we should go over on the Great
Northern? The last time I went to Honolulu I went Cabin de Luxe
this time I expect to gormsteerage,but believe me,Dad,I am happler in
thinking of making this trip to prance than-I have ever been in my
Tifet - B :

Leo Petersen has one more year in the school of dentigtry before
he gets his diploma and the local board would not exempt him. He
went to camp and there they were glad to exempt him and he is back
in Milwaukee at school. There will be no trouble about your being
not exempted--but excused from service here while you are in service
there,provided the powers know that you are in .gervice. I cannot be
regretful enough that you have had this annoyance for so long.

T am sorry to know that a2ll of our soldiers are not behaving them-
selves,but those same men would probably not be conspicuous fior
refinement anywhere,and then remember this,these men have,many of
them,never been away from home pbefore,they have not learned self-
control and they have been under a terrible strain for months. In
the camps here they are being kept in pretty striot bounds,they have
had an exciting trip over,they are tense and looking forward to
secing "gay Paree"--you know the feeling in young undisciplined
boys. They are "seeing life". It ijs too bad,and we are all sorry,
but we can also understand that later the feeling will change and
decent fellows will come into their own egain,and the others will
£ind their level. On the whole I feel they must behave themselves
pretty well,according to all accounts over here. Perhaps those
sccounts have been dostored up a little to make the home mothers
happier about their boys going oyer? If I could not trust a boy
'*tﬁ“méetﬁtémptamf@n»haxeyiww@u&dﬁnaawﬁgg&;ﬁg;mm;gggarpQEmgﬁper\Wn@t A
was told me. But I do think the majorit?”oﬁ“fﬁévbOYS”WfII”éﬁﬂe”badk
manlier fellows than when they left home. France will have to help
us in training our boys in manliness.

Was it not queer to hear all about ‘the doings in Hudson when you
were so far away? I know how pleased and excitzd you were about it.

You,signed your name once "the 1=t child you will ever have-"

It made me laugh as it recalled the old ocontest that you three

used to have over my love for you. But,hcld on,perhzps I will adop§
a small Frencher or Belgian some day,then what? Think I wont love
her quite in the same way? Perhaps not,but at least the adopted one|
would be a girl,I don't think I would ever have the patience &and ;
energy to try another boy. Nelther would I have the courage to |
try a girl if I were not to be near Ruth and her children. As 1
have remarked before--she is a wonder.

I am anxious to hear more about Helen's godson. I do hope you
have been able to trace the poor fellow's family,
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If you do not respond your status is that of a deserter--but pgerbert
is in position to respond for you 8s you are so far away that you maxa
cannot respond,so do not worry. I think if I say this over and

over I may say iX some way some time so that it will be clsar to you.
I do not mean that you are too dense to understand but that it is go
clear to 'me I may not explain: it dn the right way,unless I put it in
several different ways. See?

I wonder where you are today. In Paris? In Belgium? At the Front?
Wherever you are you are both doing the very best that is in you,and
it is well. Jack' is afreid it will be some time before he gets
to Paris now. He cannot get over the disappointment of being so very
necessary to Gen.Richards. We did so want to go a8 an observer. Ruth
is Jjust &s anxious to have him go as he is to go. Why?---Well,she
seems to have an idea that 1f Jack gets over there the war will en
sooner. Funny? no,quite dear and sweet I think. ° :

I em sorry that things at the hospital are not quite so pleasant.
£ 1ittle jealousy of the popularity of another man often makes an
otherwise decent fellow rather "nasty." But he suffers more than his
intended viectim if the "vietim"is big enough to appreciate the funny
part of it,or the 'sad part of it. Just a 1little understanding goes
a long wey towards helping us to bear unplezsant things--as you have
discovered;I know. You will not mind If you have not your degree
yet,1f you are learning and helping? How do you know that your
experience over there is not fitting you to be a bigger man than any
number of degrees wixXx would do at this present time.. If .I had not
insisted upon your taking that year off 'perhaps you would hevé bsen
tetter off now? You would heve had your degree but would you have
hgd Oxford and Helen?  Perhaps it wes not all unfortunste after all.

It -mey be that your work.in this world #ill be &glong the war
reoture lings instead of the civil. How do you know wheze
find your plece after this need is over? FHRemember,dear,God's plan
for us is not a haphazard one. Will says that ‘every. thing he ever
did seems to have helped to fit him for just this work he has to do
now..  8o,1if you'go to Belgium in the hospital or fo the Front as a
private orderly,I do not know. This thing I do know,you will not
decide either way without prayerful thought and you will be guided to
do the right tHing. Sometimes,t00,it is not what will do us the
most good that is the great deciding thing,it is what will help the
other fellow the most. Many times,1t seems to me,the question is
not what will be for the most good,at the present time,for the
questlioner,but where he can help the most some cne or more who needs
help. In the end tuat nelps the Quesvioner the wmost,without doubt.

I kuow cuas at one time in my life I wes absolutely certain that -

the thing that had happened was the most disastrous thing for myself
énd for my family--but I was misteken,it was the best thing that
could have happened to me for the sgke of my family,and I am a happie:
woman today for the great disaster,

I am sorry I could not find the underwezr. You must have left it
in Bealtimore. :

Yes,dear Helen,] accepted your invitation to bread and jam with
great pleasure. Of course, it would have been more satidfactory if
1 could have seen you and talked with you,but the love thoughts can
‘not be held back by any number of miles even over a submarined sea.

I am gled that you really get anything of interest out of my letters
for often I feel that I have just prattled on about the most trivisl
things and the letter is full of nothing. Gunner Empey is doing a
deal of intelligent and interesting talking over here now. His "Don'ti
are interesting,especislly the don'ts that are to be remembered when
writing to the sbsent boys in the trenches. Don't tell him how lone-

some vo S ! : 3 L o s 3
. J9W.8T€,bon't tell him 211 of the unpleasant things that hapen






moment looking in with the most disgusted look on her face then--
"After being down stairs with 'such sweet music it is hard to come

here end listen to such a noise." Will she ever s¢e the humor of
th&t ',1 MRS. JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
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ear Chi en:

Barn and Mary were over here on Sunday =nd that filled

up the day pretty well especially as the Penfield family came

over in the afternoon for a couple of hours. Yesterday was &

full day,too. Today I have been down in the storeroom again

and heve written quite a long letter to Mrs.Tarbox, the gsocliety
editor of the St.Paul Dispatch. lr.Carr wrote me a note saying
that she was to write an article on Calahad and wanted to know

how we came to nsme it Galahad. I do not know just why she is
writing this article nor whet she means %0 say Or wanted to know.
I gave her a little talk about Gzlehad,however. A very frultiul
subject to me,es you know. You ask if Galehad is in the hands of
a receiver. W=ll,no. That would mean bankruptcy would it not? Ve
have been advised to declare the school bankrupt but we all feel
albke about that. If this Dbusiness belonged to my partner and me
and I was the capitalist of the firm I should take it very hard if
he should declare the firm bankrupt when I had enough money and
plans for straightening out tengles. We heve alwgys felt that God
wae the silent partner in this concern. The working partners have
been called into another part of His business but I do not belileve
He considers this business a loss to the cfeditors. So we are not
in the hands of a receiver but & trustee. All of the creditors
agreed to leave it in the hands of Mr.Bunker and he is %0 try and
sell the property and save a2ll possible for the creditors. I am
guite positive that somewhere there is a buyer who wants this
property for a fair value $hat will satisfy every claim ageinst 1i%.
I should be very unheppy if I did not believe that. But the
things that will deteriozése would better be sold.

So your plens were not chnaged by the receipt of Herbvert's
telezram saying that you were not yet dxafsi=dR drafted? I thot
from that that your plans were definitely formed,but if you have
no plans to be changed--- then,of course--- Your letter seemed to
show that you and Helen were in good spirits even if you were at
ses as to what was to be done mext. I suppose we are to direct
our letters to the hospltal even tho you are not there now. 1 hope
you &are warm by now,at least. In Yuying pictures for a future
home remember that I have a few of your father's that are good thet
will come to you,as soon &s you are ready for them.

I heve had some such good letters foom some of the boys. Paul
Howard wrote from Camp Sherman in Ohio. He wgnted to enlist but
his mother was not well and it wes hard to get work done on the
farm but he could hardly wait until his number wee cglled in the
draft. "Af Galehad we got four laps around the ftrack if we appeared
with a good shine on our shoes--bere we get three daye in the
kitchen washing dishes.¥es,l tried it yesterday and begin my work
tomorrow." i:1d sgain--"I want to tell you a secret but [ do not
care how many you tell. T am going to be married just sz soon as
this war is over. I will not egk you to read a description of her
fer I have heerd that such deseriptions all read alike,but I just
want you to know that she cannot be beaten." And Preston Trask
Who has fried thres times fo get in,once in the navy,then in the
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as I cannct recell that number on Maryland Ave.
and cannot wéit another minute to big you
welcome to our own country,I will write fo the
Hopkins address.

But,the foolishness of the human heart--1I
am far more homesbck to see you now than I weg
when you were in France.

Futh and I are going to St.Paul today. Both
are going to the dentist. Ruth has an immense
amount of work to be done,he says. I got my
new teeth last week,but he told me I would be
back to have them fitted. He told the truth.

Jack is still in Waco.2nd still fretting
because he has nothing to do and is learning

nothing. Fred Andersen hezs a second kielmicrzay
Lieutency--and Elbert a first. Elbert is
ordered to report in N.Y.on the 15th. Queer

if they send the newer officers awey before the
clder ones who have been waiting for so long.
Will is busy as a man can well be. He expects
to be home for Christmas.

Tomorrow our family have dinner at Herbert's.
Is not Mame brave? A small house for so many
of us,but she felt that she wanted to do it.

We are busy planning a giftless Christmas in
the S.8. That is,a giving Christmas rather than
& receiving Christmas,

I wonder if you came over in the same boat
with Mr.Severance, Lady Chetwynd, Admiral Fletche
etc.etec. Yes,I read the papers.

Are you catching up with the locel news? Do
We seem very slow and unwarlike to you? England
was so reported the first year of the war. Ve
really are living differently,we are really
coming into line. Large bodies move slowly,you
know,but do not be discouraged with our slownes

and logk at the things we have done rather than
the things we have not done but mean to do.
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Nothing we can do will be more stupid than the
leck of unity in the management of the war
over thsre. So be kind to our mistakes and
stupidity. Meme still speaks of "this administr
tion" with scorn. Weshington gives every one
the blues when vieiting there,they tell me.
There is a lot of educating going on.

I am so anxious to have a good long letter
telling me 21l esbout the trip &nd yourselves.
Is thers anything on which you ere short and
I am long? My silver is not in use,there are
many things that I could,possibly,loan you that
would be foolish for us to buy when you are not
yet settled,end during these times when we buy
go little of unnecesszary things. Mrs.K.says
you have all the bedding you need. How about
tablecloths,nzpkins,etc. You know there are
some of those things at the Mister's.

It is getting neer breakfast time and I have
a note to write,etc. Dear,deear children,I am
glad you are on this side of the water,and I
am sending you & heart full of love. I want to
know where you are to live,how you are to 1live,
what you are planning for work,if there 1s eny
way I can help,and meny other things.

Mother.
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MRS. JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
e

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL Sareay

HubpsoN, Wis.

December 6 1917
My deear Children:

I suppose you are wonderinc 1if this Galshed paper will
ever come to an end--I think if we are 2ll patient and I am
properly persevering,it may. But,after all,just at present I
am glad that there is still a big pile of it left. Paper is
gcarce, “hey tell me--but not on my shelves.

I have come,though not for the first time,to the cogclusion
that just plein living is a complicated aflair. ralk about life
ever being monotonoug----—=—=== I have tried to imagine myself
living all alone,in an apartment that wes furnished with all of
the modern conveniences,with nothing to do but eat,sleep,and knit-
with all worries borne by some one else,even to the cooking,
clezning,mending,ete. Would 1life be monotonous? Well,even then,
there would be rezding,letter writing,end people. The world is
going so fzst,every one has so many interests,there are so many
problems that are not individuai problems--or should I say thet
individual problems are so complicsted that they become world
problems? No,unless one were r=elly a dead one,I sannot imagine
life being monotonous. I have no particular problems of my
own,unless trying to keep my bank book and my check book bealance,
or holding my tongue when it wants to say things it shouldn't,
could be called problems--but the very air bristles with problems
thet will not seem to come to any solution. What is all this
about? That might be hard to explain.

The weather turned quite cold on Tuesday and I went to St.Paul

to have my new teeth re-fitted--I expect to make many visits to

the city for that purggse this winter--and to have lunch with
] 7 SEREN .~



Ray at the Dyckman. At the stationih gsaw Elbert and Fred in their
new uniforms--and they are the best the law allows and they look
fine in them. Mrs.indersen is disappointed that Fred did not
get a fisst instead of a second,but Fred seems not to care mueh.
Thet is,he seems toc understand thet he is not a natural military
man. I went up to Elbert and shook hands with him and asked him
to gend me his picture in uniform and keep me posted as to his
wheresbouts. He was very pleasant and cordial and it made me feel
good. Of course,I lost one of my gloves in the station,had it off
_ & half hour
while knitting,because I have to go down sbout arxkzyr shead of
time to go when the children go to school,and that was an offset,
perhaps,to the pleasure of meeting Elbert in that way. I did not
realize that at the time however. I sat with lMrs.Andersen and Xz
Mery end knitted and visited 211 the way over to St.Paul. For
Mame's Christmas I am éiving her a dozen of Mother's silver forks.
Thenksgiving day we discovered that she has only a dozen and now
thaet she is beginning to entertain the family that is not enough.
The forks weré marked with an old English J. Just below that I
am habing a drop letter M.P.engraved. That will show they do not
belong together and I think will please her. For Jean's present
I am havéng the fork I used when a little girl mede ready. It 1is
marked "Jennie" on the front. On the back I have had the initlals
J.P. with 1886 above and 1917 below the initizls. Do you think
cshe will like it? For frxexge Ceorge I was extrevagant. I have
arranced to buy from Galahad one of those carpenter's benches.
And now I am wonderiﬂg if I should not keep it for his birthday
as he can make but little wse of it this winter. He will need
tools as I can buy them. He is the farmer and his father pays

him five dollars a month for his work. He is buying his own

Liberty bond and other things,I believe. For Wilder I have a
when 1 reached of paul 1

T

book. But what I wanted to say wag



the car refused to be cranked. The girls both lost much time and
stremgeir,and finally sent for a man from the garage. Sand in the
tank had stopped up the feed pipe. He worked an hour and a half
and it would run--"but it meay stop up again"--and it 4id so this
morning. It interferes with the regular work of the house as well
as the going to school of the children. Besides the shock to one's
feelings. You see the beginning of my letter was other people's
problenms.

John is getting over the measdes in fine shape,but the other
children shpuld be coming down with them. I hope they will not
walt until too near Christmas so that Mame will not dare bring:
Frederick over. Yesterday I spent all day on the couch, todey
I do not get verwy far away for I want to be in good trim tomorrow
evening when I expect Ray over. I have asked Herbert and Mame
to come and visit with him that evening. I mean to try and pop
some of last year's corn that I have on hand. I wish I had all
of my children right close under my wing. Still,it is good to
think that you aee in this country and thet I can know almost
where you are to live. I directed a letter to you yesterday to
the new address and will send this one there. I hope your
kitchen is large enough to permit a small table for you two to
eat on so that you will not have to carry things through the hall

to the rezl diningroom. But,after all,that is your problem and

not mine. No,I did not do anything right when I left the

Mister's. I have no record of what is in the trunk and boxes there
Not@much of velue,I fear. I can only recall a couple of pitbhess
and  the little soup bowls,some other little things,possibly.
Eelen,I am not s8s long on hair as I was--but anything else?

- Plezse give my love to lMrs.Finney and remember me to the Misters.
I suppose Kemp and Katherine are not there,but is Miss Randall
there? If so,give much love to her. Tell me about her when you
know. 21so a greeting to Mr.Dorsey and the young man who took us
out in the auto. Will you see the Bartlett family? They were all
very kind to me. Cottie says"why Helen will trade at the
Co-operative store,wont she?" It is a good place--on 34th.between
Maryland and Charles. But she would like to be there with you to
go to the Parkway,too. Your letters are so interesting,write as
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went to the jewelers to see szbout this silver and there saw the
pretty service flag pins. I did not meat to do so,but I gould
b not help buying one for Winifred and Ruth. I tcok Elizabeth

into the secret and what dg yvou suppose her remark wasWhen she

; saw it? "Oh I am so glad for it will make Daddy feel good to

1 have Mother wear it."

i I went to Minneapolis 2nd had a visit with Ray for an hour

“§ and then went up to see the Prince family,coming home on the

é five o'clock. I was dreadfully tired with the strain of meeting
?. cold outside and heat in the cars,I guess,for I caught a most
;5 beautiful cold. It does not take much to fasten one of these

dreaded things on me. Sometimes I think I cannot stand one of

N our Wisconein winters,but if I say anything about it Cottie begins

£
o

’f to tell how she never dreaded a winter as she does this winter,
f{ and how nice it would be to go away----and I choke and drop the

i subject.

o But my cold is a little thing compared with what the cold bring
J; to the girls,especially our "man-of-the-house,Ruth. She is doing
<%\ her best to save coal. Gérry did his best to~make it possible to
ié save cozal and Ruth only uses it at night and burns this pine wood
%f during the day. Thet means constent attention,of course. She

i }\gmpﬁies ashes every day,she rakes and scrapes,and adds good every

e 3
=¥ row minutes. After every set-back the girls have they sigh and

~

&
ol
1

; say"well I am glad we have a nice warm house to live in"-so you

-,
’\\‘ -t

e,

il

‘see the almost three hundred dollars I invested last winter was

// / .

BLs. D

e good investment after ell. The garage was my investment this

winter but it is not as warm as it should be. Yest=rday merning

}'%fﬂ,, Vit
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Elizabeth was sitting on my lap and I told her I wanted
to write to Uncle Wilder,Uncle BRilly,Daddy and Uncle Garry-—héw
many would I get done? Besides that,there are on the desk three
tissue paper packages ready for wrapping and for letters to go
at the same time. Socks for Elbert,Chauncey and Harold Perkins-
the latter already in France. Other socks and other letters
must be made rezdy soon.

You do not know how many things I want to talk about todey-
but bt takee so long to write them all. First--let me relieve
my mind on the biggest subject. Herbert told me that Mrs.K.had
written to you that she would give you $50.for a Christmas present
if you wanted to use it for coming home. When word first came
that vou were coming back to America but would not come home
until June I said to her that she and I would have to get to-
gether and see if we could not arrange it so that ycu could come
at Christmee,she made some laughing answer--and neither of us
has said anything about it since. Che cannct get out here and 1
do not seem to be able to get over there,so we have had no talk
together since then. However,I am still in the ring,and ready
with my punch. If another $50.mxX¥XX will make it possible for
you two dear ones to come home for Christmss,I will send it on
to you,and be glad to have the privilege. But this one thing
you must remember,whether you come or not,there will be no

exchange of presents this year. The Penfields,MacQuarries and

the Ingli have agreed to that. I reserved the right S % 3
TTRAT



you all as children,my children,end give you something if I
wanted«to do so. But these children here will have enough,not
as much as usual,we hope,but enough so that we do not want you
two to give them anything at all. ‘Candy is almost taboo here,
and they understand how every wants to,and should,give all they
can to real sufferers.

Is not this latest horror quite too dreédful? The condition
all over the wcrld deprezses one. Will you let me know right
gsoon if we may possibly expect to see you? The sight of you
would surely be good for us all.

John is over the meagles,Billy and Ruth are coming down with
them and we hope Bobs will not put it off much longer for we
need the whole two weeks that lie before us to clean it all out
that it may be safe for Frederick to come wer for his Christmas
dinner. We shall heve to get along without any help at &ll on
Christmes day,but Winifred is such a fine planner that she will
heve us all so placed that there will be little confusion and
we will a1l have a good time., I do not doubt but that you will
be expected to dine at the Kermotts--but you will,perhaps cocme
over here for the tree later. They will have more room for you
to sleep than there will be here,but you will give us lots of
your daytime,wont you?

Ray spent Fridey night with us,coming over on the 6.30 and
going back the next morning on the 8.40. It made a short visit
but we did do some right good visitibg too. Herbett and Mame came
over for a couple of hours,alfhoagh it was a bitter cold night.
It was mighty good of them and I appreciated it.

Will expects,or hopes,to be- home about the 17th.: His father
is coming soon,and will be here over Christmas. Lawson and his

wife are here,or rather he is in Detroit and Daisy is with Earnest
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and will be until Christmas. Their family will have a re-union
at Earnest's on the Saturday before. Earnest and Mary are to go
to Neenah for Christmas.

Margaret has written several letters to Grandpa Inglis and
yesterday she wes rewarded. She received a box from him. It was
an old writing desk that his wife--Margaret Inglis--had used
when a girl. In it was a goodly supply of notepaper, pens,pencils,
and & dozen other little things besides 2 lot of candy. It was
fun to see the other children. Elizabeth and Faith were as Pleasec
as Margaret,almost. While John waited a bit to be sure he had
seen all and then rushed off Egz the kitchen and brought back a
porridge.dish. "What is that for,John?"*Why for the candy."
Margaret did not disappoint him. You see,yargaret fully expects
to be a writer of stories.

Earnest was over yesterday and he and the two girls will be
here again on Tuesday. He came over with Pat Webster. It secms
when he was examned for the army he fell short in weight,but he
meens to try it again and hopes to get in the quarssrmester's
depertment. Willlem wes in Petrograd the lest heard from him
and is in a Red Cross Captein's uniform. By the way,am I not
to have a picture of you in uniform?

In regard to the Christmes gifts again---if you heve some
little inexpensive thing that you can give Cottie,well and good,
for she wants to remember everyone and I cannot stop her without
making her too unhappy. But only the veriest trifle. A picture
card will be enough.

It was too bad about yur loss of the purse,Helen dear--but

I do not wonder that you were thoughtless about it with so many



packages to do up and send off. But now,where are all of the xRkir
things~I-wanted to talk to you about? I could hardly wait %o

get to the typewriter--oh pshaw,I want to see you and telk with
you both. I hope you will have a paper for the Patriotic
edition of the Star-Observer. I have still to go to St.Paul
again to get my teeth fitted,for my gums swell up so that I cannol
wear them. Hope Christmas will find wme in possession of good
grinders for I am saving up for that.

_The boys of my class have decided to adopt & French orphan
and now my task is to find the orphan. I wish some one would hand
him out to me. But the trouble with the boys is that they want
to buy Thrift stamps too. 2nd that is all right,how am I going %o
help them to understand? We had been studying about what Moses
was asked by God to do and the five excuses he made. Today I
asked them what God asked George Weshington to do? And was it
ecsy,and did they suppose that Weshington ever made any excuses.
George said--"Why I did not know that Ccod_assked Washington to do
that". The I asked what God asked Lincoln to do etc. Then what
He had asked of Woodrow Wilson. And for their 1essqn next Sunday
they are to tell me at lecst four excuses Wilson might and perhap
did make. Thev are sorstartlingly like Moses' excuses that I
nope to make them feel that Moses was a rezl man. Ray says he
never could get interested in old Testament heroes for they never
seemed resl. He could sit down and talk with Christ,but he would
have nothing to say to David,for he would not understend him. A
queer way to putx it,but would I not like %o talk with DPavid,and
especially with Moses right now? They are as real zs any men of
today,znd their problemm were just as rzal as the problems of
today. Plecse kiss each other for me,znd know how much I love
you--no Wilder never will know,znd Helen will not know until she

nes children of her own. GodC 858 You both. Mother

T A~
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Knitting bags? Oh certainlyfevery one is doing i
it." Cottie made me one,I gave one to Winifrea
and to Mame on their birthdays. Cottie was to
make one for Ruth for Christmas and one for you,
and one for each of the three girls--not one of
them is made. Onh by-the-way,the knitting bag
was intended for Helen,not for Rilder . but if
you two are one ,what difference? Now, if you
have a knitting bag I can stop her for she will
not run so fast that I cannot overtake her. It
is always e question as to when Cottie will get
things done,anyway. It is lucky that I kept
pulling her back as much as I did,for there are
not as many things "to be finished" as there
might have been. I will not try and answer
eny more of your last letter until I can %&s
write the longer one that you are to get for
Christmes.

Bless your dear hearts,I love you.

Mother.
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the table is next best,but that sort of bresasks
the continuity. :

I am gipsir enclosing a little food for though
(there should be a "t" on the end of that word)
hope you will enjoy 1it.

Do you wonder that I call Cottie my baby? She
is down with the measdgs. She has been pretty
sick all of the week--since last week Mondgy--
First her back with much pain,then her stomach
with terrible retching--and then the rash. the
has not had as much fever as the children,but
has had a very bad cough,although that 1is bettier
today. For the passt three days her brain has
been clouded much of the time. That is better
this morning. Dr.K.is coming out sgain this
morning,and I hopr he will pronounce her very
much better. I wonéer if it will be safe to
bring little Fred over here in a week's time.

I have not had much reest and fecel a little
rocky this morning,but that cen be easily made
right for I think my cold is much better.

Ruth is in St.Paul today I expected to go
over with her but she had to take all of the
commissions herself. presents to buy for all of
the children and some: for Mame to give them,
some for Father Inglis and some for me. It will
make a full day and this time of year is not a
good time in which to hurry. I thought I was
going to be all through long before this--but
one does not always know.

Will came home yesterday,his uniform is
certainly becoming and he has gained in poise
it seems to me. He has had an operation on his
nose and we hope he will be better of colds etec.
but now he is really suffering much pain in his
forehead and around his eyes. Most likely he
caught cold when coming home and the dust of the
train was not conducive to the healing of the
wound. They cut out quite a goodsized piece. It
was quite a painful thing too. It certainly
seems gecod to have a man around the house again.

Dr.K.told me what he thought about your comin
home. It quite agrees with what Wilder had zXxz=z
alrezdy written,and I guess he is quite right.
So--I am not looking for you. As to Jack's
coming,I know no more than I knew before. Gen.
Richerds is in Weshington and will be back in
Wexo Christmes Eve. If Jack can come at all it
must be after that,I should suppose. The divisiol

begins to move on the 33rq.
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away from.the bright sunlight. But little
Ruth---she is cerfainly a holy terror. She
just cries almost every minute. If she is

not uncomfortable she is just plain mad. Poor
Winifred is dreadfully tired but she 1s stand-
ing up to it like a major. She 1s so0 happy
that Will is coming so soon that she can
endure anything. He comes either Sunday or
Monday morning and instead of five days as
the orders have been in most cases he 1is to
have fifteen days. Is that not fine? He is
s0 happy his letters are just like a boy's.
Is it because he has been so full of the work
there that he has not asked for privileges
before?

But my patient,the oldest,does not cry but
she feels pretty bad. She has gastritis. I
have talked with Dr.before this but he has
not seen her until this morning. ©She has to
have pretty constant attention,but she is
a well behaved beby.

Your letter came last evening and I was so
gorry that you hag not received my letter
sent to the Maryland Ave.address. I sent it
there because I expected you would be in the
apartment by thet time. I had sent my first
cne to Johns Hopking Hospital. The thtrd one
I sent to 510 Broadway. You see I took a
chance at them 2ll. This one? where I shall
send this,who knows.

But ycur news at the tag end of the letter
pleased me as you knew it would. Hug each
other just as hard &s you can and kiss each
other as many times as you care to do so,
and say "That is what Mother would like to do!
I would like to be the one to tell the family
here,if I may,when the time comes to tell
them. Until then,you know there will not be
& hint from me. But Wilder boy,do not feel
that you are saying foolish things when you
let me know how you feel towards Helen. It
rakes me so happy,always,to have my children
tell me such things. When Herbert unburdens
his heart about Mame,or Ruth about Jack and
Will eand Winifred about their feelings. Don't
you know it does other pepple good to know
about love and happiness,and more than any
one else 1t makes a mother feel good. I am
so thankful that you two are drawing nearer
and nearer together in sympathy and understand
ing. You know marriage is a great surprise
gsometimes. There is love without sympathy and
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A% been hard for them both to have their too short vacatio:
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T ;; so broken up with his being sick.
W | Our Christmas,as I had to remind Cottie when I was
©®  meking her see that going to the San.was the best thing
for her as well as for us,will not be an old-fashioned
Penfield Christmes. It will be a MacQuarrie Christmes.
It is just as well,it will not only make it eazsier for

Cottie to be away,but it will make it easier for Ruth

JU while Jack is away. ;
‘é)‘,;l: e .~
It is quite possible that you may see him one of xke
these days. He has been transferred from the 33nd.

Depot Brizade--"which there aint no sich anidal," to
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not enough to keep her busy and she was homesick. But
there was too much to do for me to want to take it om,
it was a beautiful day and she could go safely,and the
work was pulling like everything. Shali I acknowledge
& mean,contemptible,horrid thing about your mother?

I wonder if you,Wilder,recall Alice Richards? Do you
remember her mother? A very large,insistent,opinion-
ated woman who was paralysed,partially,and had to be
moved in & wheel chair? She took a fancy to me and
wanted to go camping with us one year---for Alice' sake
ind--for Alice' sake I did what I could for her. She
beceme a horror to poor Herbert for she loved him so
dearly and he must talk with her,help her down %0
bathe,and devote himself to her generally. She was
opinionated,as I said,but with me,never.Che deferred
to me,she leaned on me,---she drank my very life

blood like a vampire,and after being with her for an
hour or two I could only lie down and absolutely rest.
I would hate dreadfully Fo see her again,and never did
after I got her back to Spokane. Fortunately,she could
not afford to stay more than a week or two. Cottie is
not like that,of course,but she dces drein my vitality
sometimes when I am tired,simply because she depends
on me so much,znd is so jealous of my being away from
her,well,I told you it was horrid of me. I do not feel
it so much when I feel up to snuff,but the snuff is
snuffed out sometimes,you know.

Will is better of that infection in the antrim Jeé-

went to Minneapolis with Winifred and the children

today to have a family re-union at Earnest's. It has
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up some lovely fairy story to play out together,and
have the jolliest,Christmas all your own. Your very
most delightful Christmes because it is your first
together,and because you are making great plans of
living in the future. It is so delightful to be making
plabs for the future. It seems to strike Will afresh
every once in a while that I am alwaysdoing that,and he
will say "Why Mother Jeean you will never gpow old, |
you live so0 in the future." Well the future always

did seem a part of the present to me,and I have always
felt that it was better farther on,and it has always px
proved to be so. Life is full yet,why not,when my chil
dren are so dear to me,and I am at rest about them and

feel that they are making a place in the world about
them? Kiss each other for me,end we will all have a

blessed day on the birthdey of out King,who will
gscon come to esrablish his kingdom,I do believe.
Mrs.Tourtellot went home to rest,funeral yesterday,
and Will is to réad his resignation tomorrow and do

the preaching. God bless you---Mother
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She plays with both hands chords and all, DBobby--well,
some toy that I do not seem to recall, just now as -
Ruth bought it for me. John a book,another one who
loves books,Billy a war ship,and little Ruth a dress
and cap for her dolly who needs some clothes. Cottie,
a pair of felt slippers,six handkerchiefs--and I.hoﬁe
to buy & rug for her room when I can go %o St.Paul
again. I.sent Jack ten dollars. Five dollars to
Virginia Jefferson,three dollars to Helen Clague. I
also sent a framed picture.of Aunt Nell and one of
her peintings to Florence,and a painting and the
ehip in a storm that sunt Nell did,to Helen Sanford.
They were not Christmes presents, just a bit of love
that they would appreciete at this time. I have sent
socks to ten of the boys,but there are mwany more to be
xnitted, I shall send them as soon as I can,but shall
not worry at any delay. The Christmes plenning has bee:
easy. Oh yes,I sent a bound copy of Fragments from
France to Ray.2lsc a copy of Christine %o Garry. And
I guess thét is all I have done. All of the letters
I usually write are yet to be written,and not aAcard
to any. one. Y¥rs.Lenroot wants to know all-about you,
go and see them when you are in Washington and can 4o
s0. Also the Price family. They are good friends.
Supper is over and I must send this letter down by
Mrs.King tonight. Hope she does not forget to mail it.
You will be happy'together deazr children,you will not
think of being away from home,some one will invite

you out for‘dinner,probably,and if not,you will think
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he .knowa.." I think thét wasg a-fine feply.

But aboutlcﬁristmas—-Mame cannot come over with
Fred becausé he may still take the meeasdés,and I am
afraid thet Hervert will stay with her. The children
will come. I am giving George "Over the Top"-He so
fears the way will be over before he can get into the
trenches. He is an inveterate reader. He goes to Iron
River for a visit the day following Christmas. I am
giving Wilder a book. Jean,my little silver fork. It is
marked Jennie on the front and on the back I had J.P.

with 1866 above and 1917 below the monogram. Patty a

lovely doll's bed. I have drecssed it and it locks fine;

Herbert,a check for five dollars and Mame a dozen of

Mother8S forks,as'she is short on them. I am giving

Will & book-"How %o live at the Front by Hector MecQuar
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have been depressing her so-much because of his being
so unhappy that I feared that she would be ill again.
She is putting up a brave fight to keep happy and cheery
and not give way to homesickness. It is simply his

way of letting her know how much he loves her,and
urging her to come East to meet him. That is impossible
for many reasons,but that blessed boy does not see it
whern he wants to see her so much.

Your letter saying I could not afford big sums of
monsy,is true enough,I know,but,well----how different
am I from Jack? Hg does not see why it will cost so
much more to sendhgim to hém than to bring him to her-
and when it is a question of your coming home,I get a
bit befuddled too.

This is a Christmas letter,and should be a very
jolly and happy one and it seems to deel with sickness
and meanness,and criticism,in every paragraph. But
then,that ia what I have been reading in the papers toc
These investigations,mighty necessary,l should say,
if they are constructive,but if they attack Hoover too
hard I may go to Washington myself. Dr.K.thinks Baker
is the weakest man in the cabinet,but someway,I like
Baker and certainly his reply when told of crozier's
criticism sounded very like a man and an honest man
who is sure of himself."It is quite proper for the
Senate committee to be anxious to help develop our
war plans. If there has been delay,the committee will
naturally want to know why. When General Crozier is

questioned by the committee,it is his duty to tell all

— T —
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Daisy and Lawson went away on the nine o'clock train.
Father Mac.had gone earlier. We are all a little tired,
8till,but we are not heving breakfast until eight o'clock
or later,during the vacation,so we will get straightened
around after a while.

Will and Winifred are going to St.Paul tomorrow,for
a regular "spree".Just going to have a day without any
of the children,cnd have a good lunch and go to any"show"
they so desire,and do only what shoppingthey want to do.

Did you know that Mike Gibbons is at Camp Dodge as
ingtructor? 4And Will is taking boxing lessons of him.
He seems to enjoy it very much.

Did you know that I sent you za pair of socks to wear
home on the boat? rthey are"somewhere in France! I wish
I hed written to Chester to have him keep them,but I
did not do it when I found out that you were coming home
sooner,end then it got so late I feared something else
had happened to them. It wculd seem a pity to send them
back over here when they are nceded over there. You see,
the plen was for you to leave there Dec.Sth.as I urizrsixm
understood,and that would have given me time enough.

I must not gossip with you any longer,for there are
many other letters to write,and I am going to lie down
a few minutes now. Ruth gave me a thinble,Herbert a prett:

Recd Cross pin,Will gayve ne lovely flat basl i
cover,beadg and tasggls,%ot%ie gavg meaa o%ﬁEWTHét%e%t

Twig".Mrs.PRiPP8:ny Father Mac.ezch gave a book. Ray the
Atlantic Magazine.The two Semmonds their pictures.Wilder
a garden stick with a bizxd on it.Florence anold gold
satin covered knittimg shield(for the needles.)  Will
you tell me all about your Christmas? I am so glad you
could be in that apartment and perhaps Helen did some
cooking. Your letter came yesterday but it was still a
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I will tell you about Christmas first.  Your vision of
it,Wilder,was very like,and yet this Christmas was rather
different from any of the others. Will does not like %o
have me call it a MacQuarrie Christmas,and yet,it was
not our old Christmas,although & very happy one.

We planned to have breakfast at seven o'clock,letting
the children open their stockings for Santa's things,
before breakfast. I had breakfast all ready,on time,the
children came down about fifteen minutes before,all
dressed for the day. There were not so very many things
in the stockings--Shoes,and handkerchiefs,mostly--with
one toy for each of the little ones,and an orange,a
beautiful apple,a candied fig,some candied oranges and
nuts. They were pergectly delighted with everything,but
it did not take very long to go thru them and they were
ready to eat at seven. The tree had been trimmed by Will
and the children the day before. We had planned to have
it on the porch but a cold North wind came up Monday so
we had 1t in the North-West corner of the big room which
1s now not much more than the dining-room. It was a
beautiful tree and after it wes all trimmed and the child:
ren were in bed that night we had put all of the other
gifts on the table around the base of the tree and coverse:
that part with a white sheet. As soon as we had all
finished breakfast the sheet was taken off and the gifts
were distributed. Father MacQ arrie had come over Monday
eve.to stay with Bobs and Ruth while all of the rest of
us went to the Church émtertainments,and little Ruth tock
all of her things to him. She was the joke to us all.
Each of the girls had a beautiful dolly. The three Ingli
hadShoenhut doll,and they were perfectly heppy with them.
Ruth had a doll in a big high chair that zoes upstairs
and down with her,chair and all. Bobs had a new soldier
suit,hat,puttees,and all,and a set of soldiers that made
him go into a corner by himself. FEach one had so many
things,and they were all so happy over them,but before
nine o'clock they had 2ll taken their things upstairs
and we were at the dishes and ths cleaning up of the room

I had all of the extra dishes,silver and tablelinen
ready at hand on Monday. Will brot in the round tahle off
the porch and I went right to setting the table for dinne:
Lewson and his wife came over on the S.30 train and we
had some things for Daisy to do to keep her happy.

Mame could not come,but Herbert and the four came for the
one-thirty dinner. Mame had rossted the two turkeys for
us and Will went up after them and carried up a big box
with Mame's dinner,she taking off some of the turkey for
herself. We sent a pretty dish or basket of everything
that we had here,end it looked very appetizing went she
opened it. Everything went off beautifully at dinner,
and everything was cooked just right, We had a very
simple dinner,of course,because we had no maid of any
description. Nineteen of us to sit down. Cottie,,ame &nd
Fred were missed,of coursze. After dinner the children
gave an impromptu progzam,and then the three Ingli girls
and I went up to Herbert's with bhem. The children
looked at the penfield gifts,I knitted,and we three had
a good visit. Will came up for me about eight o'clock.
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