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HUDSON, Wis.
danuary 6 1918
Dear Children: '

I wonder if it is true that as goes New Years so goes the
year? If it is true I shall be a very busy woman this coming
vear for the first week of the year hes been a drezdful one
if being too busy to get one's work done is being dreadful.

I do not even know when I wrote you last. I am all mixed up

on detes and days. Did I write you about the freezing of

the apples,potatoes,etc.in the new root cellar? That must have
happenedon Friday,Dec.28.1 worked all that day and th:s next
trying to save as much =g possible. On Sundzy Will preached

in the morning,and I was never so proud of him as on that

day. Mondey I got Sylvia to help me and we put up applcs. uaae
thirty glasses of Jelly and some fifteen quarts of apple
butter. What we did not do thet day I finished the next and

got more juice ready to jelly. We had no guests on Hew Years.
It wes better not for Will went back that a}ternoon. Billy was
reelly quite sick ever since Christmes, just beginning to get
better now. On Wednesday, the second,Ruth and I went to St. Paul.
Thursday I spent with the Jelly. Friday I worked all morning
putting away the jelly and butter and in the afternoon I had
2y cless of boys over. We wrote a letter to the little French
boy we hade taken under our care,sat around the table for
wafers and chocolate,the other children joining us. Then they
played games until five o'clock when Ruth took them home in

the Ford. Saturday Sylvia came again and we picked over all

of the potatoes. About three bushels were too soft to try and



o

use,some of the rest are on trial. The root cellar and the
&ttendenf stheroom afe again in fair order. Then I had bills
to pay etc.etc. The week ended with another branch of the
regular houseworkstaken over,but not a stocking darned. Cottle
is still at the Sen.Says she is still %00 weak to come home,but
she is able to spend the evenings down stairs now so I suppose
she will soon think she can come home. In the meantime her
room is being occupied. Jean came Over Thursday morning and
steyed until yesterday afternoon when Wilder came and will stay
until tomorrow morning. It means a lot to the children fo
come over here for visita,and'they should come oftener,but oh--
white they are as good as gold yet with so many & little extra
seems to add to the commotion. But those Penfield children
are certainly winners. I am as proud of them as I can be. You
would bot believe what a differencexi;thas made with them since
going back to the farm. George 1s so manly and fine and even
reckless Wilder is gaining in sélf—control. At the table
yesterday Jean weas being very polite by breeking up her wafers
in her chocolate and lecving her sppon in her ocup. I suppose
one of ‘the boys at that end of the table was doing the same
thing for down at my end one of them wae very daintily dipping
his wafers in the chocolate and eating them and John saw and
followed suit. But it was all right,they had a good time.

New Years night,after Will had gone and the family sort of
Mglumped"I telephoned iyame and perbert and asked thenm to
start the New Year right by coming over to supper with us. They
were glad to come after the children were all in bed. We never
have our supper until then,and then we bring everything in ﬁy
den and eat off trays. It is very cosy and dear,and they
enjoyed it so much they are going to do the same thing again

tonight.
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I am still going to the dentist,but only to get my new teeth
to fit well., Ruth is still going to the dentist but she is
having painful things done still. We both go over again on
Tuesday. I shall be glad when the trips are over. It costs too
much both in time and money as well as in strength.

I said I had added another branch of the housework to my
share. I have taken over the laundry. The planning of Mrs.King's
work, the sorting,the carrying upstairs,etc. With the breakfaste
which were sdded two weeks ago,some of the dishes,the setting of
the table,the care of the storerooms,the budget bills,etc.the
derning of the stockings,and a few other little things I am
getting my mornings and much of my afternoons pretty well fille
But I do-not get my letters written. My poor Christmas letters
have not been written at all. Also my knitting does not go
as fast as I wish it would.

We are all talking Celifornia. Now that the two boys will
haeve to get into something else when they return from the war,
we might just as well try and go someﬁhere where we do not have
to use so much coal and can live more cheaply than here. Life
is too everlastingly hard when Jack Frost keeps one working so
hard to fight him, Jack telegrephed last night that he had
been ordered,with General Richards to Spartensburg,S.C. It is
quite likely that Gen.Richards will have the forming of a Brig-
ade in the second dreft. That will be interesting for Jack.

Will says that he can receive no promotion except as his turn

comes. Gen.R.wants him on his staff end he can only have a Majo



and two Lieutenents. Jack seems to think that promotion will

be in order. We hope that he is right. He has had a machine
RN Rl

gun @o. offered him but preferred to stay with Gen.R. It has
been hard not to be in any regular work but it may work out all
right now.

Tell me sbout Kemp Bartlett. Did he not like looking after the
Huns? What work does he hope to get? The Friends aré doing
such a wonderful work in France building up the devastated
places,and how appropriate that the ones who do not believe in
fighting should go back of the lines and build up what has been
torn down. If you have not read "Carry On" I want to send it %
to you when Earnest and Herbert have read it. It ie so different
from Emcey's"Over the Top."

It wes so fine that you cculd have been in that apartment.I
hope thet you are settled now in your own. By the way--you know
who John Wetherby is? Yes,you knew his deughters. One of them
married Captain Sefford and has a little apartment in Des Mojnes
to be near him, Will heas been there several times and is so

- interested in the way she has fixed up the rooms. they h:ve cost
so little. I wondered why you should not frankly do without,as
they are doing. She has been used to a good deal,yet is glad
now to spend as little as possible until they are settled.

\ Second hand furniture,the very cheapest,enameled by herself.

éQ Curtains of crask that can later be used for dish towels. No
tablecloth,a japanese runner or crash like the curtasins.All of
her dishes and silver were bought at the ten cent store. Yet
Will says that every thing looks cherming. She is so frank

ﬁg\about the things she does to save spending money that every one
else becomes interested in how she is doing it. :

j Eernest and Mary ceme home from Neeneh this morning and

§§ stopped off for dinner with us. They were as gay and happy as
ever. Winifred 1s very tired because she has had very little
‘$ good sleep since Thanksgiving on account of the children being
N sick---in a warm climate we would not have so many dreadful
© coughs to keep people awake.--- Ruth is tired out because of
sc much extra work with the Ford. Since c¢old weather set in
something has beenthe matter all of the time. The furnace is
heavy work too,and then she is not getting her sewing and other
things done,and her cleaning drags,etc.All due to the cold y
i\weather,you see. ' RUAN

: Florence sent over to have Elizabeth ehd Margeret come over
Thursday morning and stay until Saturday afternoon. Red Riding-
Hood etc. They had a glorious time.

How like two children you were on Christmes day--I hope you
will never lose the "kiddy" feeling,it will help over so many
places. Helen has a good imagination she will always want to
‘Y have "play days",end you must be sure and be willing to play
with her,little boy. I wonder if you have heard any more from
N any of the hospitals. I am glad that Helen is there to write me
for she will tell me some things about you that you will never

; tell of yourself, Now it was mighty interesting to know that
you were especially wanted at Ford's Hospital.

Vhat a pity that while Helen and Vary were havéng so good & v

s X?i%t ygu gn?ll could not have had a real oldfashioned talkfest.
Wilder,I sha never be able to be thankful enon 2

Qﬁlt meant so much to be with you egain. A e year
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.~Dear Children:
If I write a really long letter it will be just the seme

as if T wrote you both under separate cover will it not? I

. feel 1like a long gossippy letter tonight altho it is right
now half past ten o'clock and I have been going sonce before
six this morning. It occurred to me a few moments ago that
I did not teke my usuel nap todeay and I wondered why T waes not
more tired for I feel the lack of the nap when I do not get it
now. Habit,you see. But I washed my hair instead and,well,
whet is the answer? Did it need it so much &s that?

What shall I tell you first? About the approaching marriage
of John MacQuarrie and Florence Young? Yes,they are to be
merried on the 38th. Celebrating a very famous event in my own
personal family. It was announced a few days ago. Ruth and
Winifred called there today. Winifred feels so sorry for her
that she wants to have the family dom all possible to make her
heppy now. The outlook is not so very comfy,it seems to me.
John is two years older than Will and has never been able to
support himself. He owes both Will and Earnest considerable
money. If he cannot take care of one person can he take care of
two,at his age? Are not his habits of spending,not only faster
than he gets it,but not seeming to have any feeling of responsi-
bility for the money he borrows rather fearsome? But I am
trying to get Winifred to let the MacQuarries worry about it
and to have her forget it. However,the family are to enter-
tein them for dinner next Saturday evening at seven-thirty.
Seven-thirty so as to get all of the children except Elizabeth
and Marmie,who are to serve us,in bed before festivities begin.
‘Besides the dinner there will be a little shower for the bride
to-be. Unfortunately the bridegroom-to-be cannot be here. He has
to work on Sunday. But we could not put it off and he could not
come any other night,either. He 1s working in a packing house
in So¥th St.paul. Earnest and Mary will be here,also Herbert
and Mame,and the Eglins 9They are members of that church) and
Mrs and Mrs.Young and Florence.

It will be a kitchen shower and the plan now is to have the
little gigts done up in paper and have a Mother Goose rhyme
attached to each one and have her read the rhyme and guess what
is coming to her. For instance--Polly Put the Kettle on"-

"For the want of a2 nail a shoe was lost" etc. will be a hemmer,
nails and tacks in a serviceable box. "Little Miss Muffet" will
be a bowl,spoon and aluminum spider. "Humpty Dumpty" en egg-
pezter."Cock Crow" an alarm clock."Baen Porridge Hot" a dear
little bean pot. "To Market,to Market" a market basket in which
she can carry her gifts home. #&nd meny other things.

It will be a little expensive,a little trouble,a little .
work,but we hope it will be worth all of the effort it will
require in meking her happy.

I do not remember ever to have really enjoyed a Christmas
tree as I enjoyed the one we had this year. It is seldom that

one finds so perfect a shaped tree. It Was ' not lerge but the



branches were so symmetrical and soO far spreading. nr.K.saw it
and exclaimed over its beautiful shape. Will and the children
trigped it with the things we have had on the larger trees at
nelahad,znd the electric lights seemed to be placed just right.
fhen I went to get breakfast I would light thebtree in the dining
room instead of any other light,and each morning it was more
lovely than before. Ve could not bear to have it tasken down.
ind last Friday we had to s&y farewell to it. Still,I have not
said a last goodby even yet. Margeret took it and trimmed 1t up
for the birds and it is now by the water faucet under my bedroom
window so that I see it several times & day. I -rather think the
rabbits or the rats have taken what food was placed out there,
%t least I have seen no birds,yev some of the food has been
pulled down and scattered.

John has a queer turn or twist in his mind or eyesight. He
does not visualize well. He does not do one bit good work in
gchool,yet there are some things he remewbers Very well. His
spelling is rather queer. You is quite apt to be spelled Uoy.

Is is written or spelled si. Her reh or erh. He seems to get 11
all of the letters but it does not meke much difference in what
order they come. Fhat would you say was the-twistTc Do you
recall how Warren Bean could read upside down &s well as right
side up? It never seemed to make any difference to him how the
word wes presented,he knew it one way as well as he did the othe:
I suppose he got over it after a while. It troubles Winifred.

It is certainly & handicap to him,have you ever heard of other
children having troubles:similar? :

T nad a 1ittle visit with Mery at & tea that her mother gave
last Friday. It was so good to heer about you from some one who !
had actuslly seen you within a few days. I think she enjoyed
her visit there and is sure that you two dear children helped
6lear the spiritual vision of the two girls who were with her.
They had been troubled by being with some girls who were "TooO
Pious" as they expressed it,and to see your most natural attitude
towards the Bible and prayer was a real help to themn.

I ax so heppy to know that your married 1life together 1is
starting out with regular reading and preyer. Shall I tell
you how it makes me feel? It is as though we were still welking
hand in hand. Wilder,do you realize that you and I have always
welked side by side rather than as mother carrying her boy?

Do you realize that I have slways had the feeling of companionsk:
ship rather than worrying for fear you would not follow? Have

I expressed what I want to express?Do you understand how much
you have been to me? £And Helen,your"Lord and Master" amdz &s
he calls himself sometimes,will never fail you any more then
he has ever failed his mother. I feel so safe for you both,
For I am just as sure that you will never fail him either. Oh
the joy of the "together" l1ife. wary thinks you are very
heppy,of course you are. I mean both of you,as she did. 4And %2
the happy event of next June comes &s planned, then you will
both be happier than ever. I am so glad for that hope you
are loving to have with you. DBe sure and let me know when I
can tell Ruth and Herbert,for I would hate them to hear it

from any one else.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Jack that came today.
The second page is not an exzct copy vut I hurried it for you
and me. I made four copies and in some way the second page came
out with but three copies,so I wrote 1t over hurridly,as I
wanted a copy to see if I could get that order of rank in my

hea. It is half pest eleven now and I am begi
s eginning to feel
sleepy. I am so glad to know just the locatio% you gre 181
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Dear Children:

I am departihg from my usual method,and am directing this |
letter to Helen,because I had made up my mind that the next
letter should be directed to her,and yet,Wildey it must be
your birthday letter too. I do not seem to have.managed it just
right--=but I guess I am toco tired now to think the thing
out clearly enough to tell how I have mismanaged it.

To tell the truth,we are all dead tired here todeay. We had
a very nice party on Saturday and it did not seem to be very
much work,and yet---when one works &ll of the time at regular
duties I suppose every little extra is notiged. Winifred's
cold is better but the strain has been hard and she is in one
of her nervous times when every nerve is screaming. I know how
she feels and all she needs is a little complefe rest. But how
cen she get it? We talked over all sorts of plans,but nothing
seemed to do. A mother cannot rest in the same house with the
children end telling her to do so is utter nonsense. Winifred
gsald"Mother Jean,if you had a hoke &ll by yourself I would
come to you and have/a good rest and would be glad to do’so.“
I was glad that I spelled rest to her--even though it could not
- work out to her help now.

I sent for Cottie yesterday. She looks very well,of course
ghe 1s weak but she will get well here faster than at the San.
the is glad to be home,but she did not want to leave there,I
know. Eaxnest and Mery ceme over on Friday and stayed until

last evening. They enjoyed it and they were of great help in



retting ready for the party. There were fourteen here from over
own. MNrs.Young and Florence,lrs.Green and Mrs.Eglin,Name,Alam
Helen Phipps,Viola and Elesnor Roe,Bessie Bell,Alice Beggs,Miss
Bugk.from River Fells,and George Tomlinson's wife from St.Paul
and Margatet Kermott--only wmargaret could not come.
We invited them for three o'clock and when they came--zcll
together in the gicde-seater-- we gave them a hoider to make.
We had asked them to have a Mother Goose rhyme for the gifts
they wished to give her,and after the holders were made we
had quite a ceremony of the gift giving. Florence sat in a
conspicuous place in the room and first the three Ingli girls
came in with their gifts. Faith "Little Miss Muifit sat on a
tuffit" (Margeret) "Eating her curds and Whey" Elizabeth:"Along
came a spider and sat down beside her" (each put the gift in

o i8¢
Ei\,<agher lap &nd ran off saying)"And frightened Miss Muffit away.

John came up with a package of assorted nails and a hammer and
said "For the want of a nail a shoe was lost,
For the want of & shoe a horse was lost,
For the want of 2 horse a xifdexr rider was lost,
For the want of a rider a battle was lost,
For the want of a battle a kingdom was lost,

ind all for the want of a little nail.
Then Billy with a teakettle held tightly behind him--"Polly
put the kettle on'"--etc. Then Bobbie was scheduled to appear
but of a sudden a terrible shyness took him and he could not do
it. So John went instead with an egg beater and saying "Humpty
Dumpty" ete. Then Ruth--She was not so shy but she was actually
nervous so thet Uncle Earnest had to carry her in with her
market basket grasped in her fat hand. In the market besket
were several packages of gold dust,holders,etc. She twisted her
hair and,with help,said "To market,to merket to buy a fat piggy,
Home again,home again jiggety jiggy." Then the children grouped
themselves about the room looking like lovely animeated pictures.
Of course,Billy often had to come up in the lime 1light to
examine something a little more closely. He is the mosy urzmERsaEX
curious of little fellows and when he is interested in knowing mc
more about it he is unconscious of everything around hik.
[hen the guests gave theirs. A woncerful cream whip,two porcelain
bowls and spoons an aluminum bake pan another one for roasting,
and such beautiful quality for everything. Mrs.Eglin gzve a
heavy bason -with "A barbter shaved a mason,and cut off his nose--
and,2s I suppose,popred it into a bason." Helen Phipps gave
her & pyrex bread pan,Alma,a fine butcher knife,Bessie,an
aluminum spatula,irs.Tomlinson,s kitchen diary. Now we come to
the family again--Mame gave a little brown casserole but I
cannot repeat 2ll of th rhyme--and a mystic mitt dish cloth with
MWhen I was a little girl I washed my mother's dishes,
Now I am a big girl I roll in golden riches." Then Mary with
a little clock with"parly to bed and early to rise--etc.
Winifred had a sieve-"A riddle.a riddle,as I suppose,A hundred
eyes and never a nose." And thenmrine--a pyrex casserole? a
round dish with a cover,and a big heavy aluminum spoon. Mary
played Hey Diddle,diddle,and I said it with emphasis on the
dish running after the spoon,for it could not be used with it.
Then I gave a Bean pot,the tiniest one I had ever seen,for Cottiie
Again,slow music so that I could chant the rhyme,Bean Porridge
hot--etc. Then Ruth,znd Meme said afterwards "I always love to
see Ruth do dramatic things. "Little Tommy Tucker sings for his
supper,What shall he eat but white bread--hers is the bread board
and butter--here is the butter crock--How shall he cut it

without a knifef?--here is the knife--How shall he marry without
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w1fe?——friends here is the wife." The bread board was a . S

auty and cost 211 of five cents. the butter crock was a
fifteen center,a stone crock with a cover,but small. The kni ?
cost more--and was a good one. Then Earnest read that rhyme

about Jeck Jingle who always lived single? Then they all
t-1lked while I went out to make the coffee and then we got busy
getting in the tables etc. Mrs.Green,lMrs.Young,Mrs.Eglin and I
g ( sat at one table. Mame,Helen,Alma and Vi.at another. The rest
with Winifred and wMary to6ok the large table. Ruth and Earnest
served. We had & war supper,of course. Beef loaf with tomato
gauce. I put up some tomato this year that was all seasoned for
seauce,and it ie very "tasty" as grandma Graves used to say. And
:? minifrea g beef loaf is as good as any veal loaf you ever ate.
Rice and ~cheese,ripe olives,oatmeal rolls,salted peanuts and
coffee. Winifred made the rolls of the rolled oats with raisins
in them., They are very delicious. ©She 1s making all of our brea
of oatmeal now. The récipe is on the package of Armour's oats.
For dessert we had a very inexpensive cake with pinecot and
whipped cream. This Pinecot is a marmalade of pineapple and
\&Q apricots and is very good indeed. I get it from Montgomery Ward.
I have never seen it anywhere else. The cow is keeping up most
. beautifully through the winter and tke cream is fine. Wilder will
remerber,perhaps,$hat I think no one can skim milk quite so well
as I ean ,--when I have charge of the milk--and Winifred is
surprised to see how much oraam we have now., I rathesr think-
that sounds a little egotistical as I read it over,but it does
not when I boast like that here. So plezse read it as a sort of
joke,yet true too. Can you do that? I guess every one had a
good time and lMrs.Young was happy to have the girls take such
a warm interest in thelr new sister.

They are to be married in South St.Paul at the rectoey over
there. They have two furnished rooms in a five room house,zand
share the kitchen with the other tenamt. ' They are to be married
next Saturday. No one but the ‘immediate family,with Winifred
Earnest and Mery. They were to go to a hotel Por breakfast dbut
Mery wanted them to come there. It would be nedrer lunch,I
should think.

:g I have sent off a paoﬁage to you,Helen,that you may be able
to use. They are some curtains that Mothbr had,and I did not
‘S know that I had them yet. I hope it i$& not too late for you.
c§ They may do for some casement curtains,some time. You will be
needing them as you move about,perhaps. You say the home is as
near ordétliness as it has been in months,perhaps years--and
have just said that your desk was piled high in didorder. I take
it that is a slam on the former tenants,or will your desk be 1ike
ine,always in disorder,even if the room about it is spick and =
span. I cannot keep my big desk in order- so there. If I clear
it off in three minutes if I do not rile: something on it some
one else does. Wildzr is like his fathzsr in that,Ruth is like
me,poor child. And yet,I scold Cottie for having so many boxes
around in her room. Consxstent? not very. Let me see,you have

breakfast at seven,and so do we--yet you zre through two hours
before we begin?

f-yue.




There were more kitchen things left than went into the boxes, I
guess. I know there was a glass pitcher as well as the blue one,
and~Cottiec keeps reminding me of things that we had that I had
intended putting in your box the last minute. But I.do not like
to think of that Baltimore packing,I was an absolute fizzle at
the last leaving everything to poor Wilder who was 8O busy with
other things up to the last moment. If we had stayed over anothex
day it would have been so much better. I wish I could see your
apartment and thbse shelves thht Wilder made and you tew. I do
zet o spasm of homesickness once in a while. Wilder,I do not
understand why you think I was not pleased that you should have
come home. Bless your dear heart,I did not want you to come if
you had to go bach again in June. I do not approve of your being
on the sea these days. But if you could see your weay clear to
etaying over on this side,I guess I was glad %o have you come
home. It is much more pleasant 'to have you over here. But,dear,

I am slways trying to look at your work through your eyes and
not my own. I knew how you would feel if you did not think you
were doing 2ll that was your bit to do,and if it was just for tl
degree, I 'thought that could wait. I am delighted that the ones

——®who know,say thet your duty is here for another year and a half "

at least.By that time you may not be needed over thesre. It looks
to me that the surgeon-general is just exactly right.And I am

so glad that it is made so clsar to you that there is no other
way than for you to finish and take the intcrne work. As to the
hospital--well,if I thought of myself I should urge you very
strongly to go to Ford's. But I urged you to do something once
that sesmed to me t- be the right thing to do,and 1t has made
you a year late in your work. It has embarrassed you several
times,and I shall not urge you to make any decision that affects
your life,again. A mother has no right to try and influence a
grown son too much. If Boston is the best place,l hope you can
get it. If Ford's is all right,I shall beso thankful. You and
Helen will decide the best thing,and then you will go after if%,
and,if God so wills it,you will get it. He wants you to get the
best thing more than we do,and He knows,and you are asking his
direction. Thzrefore? I am content to let the burden of the
finding out the answer rest on your shoulders. I do think it
wise of you to try and get the very bestthat America or any
other country has to offer. You have been ambitious to do big
work in the world,and I am ambitious that you should. You have a
wife that will always be a help to you,and I am so thankful for
that. And now,a word about little Hope. Helen dezr,l am 80

_ happy in your happiness -in-tke-coming of your 1ittle one. Fun?:

there is nothing like the wonderful waiting time before a woman
becomes a mother of a living soul. The most glorious fun in the
werld, I am living it all over with you. I am so glad that you
told me I might tell the girls. You know Ruth and Meme means
Winifred too? and they are just as happy as can be for you. ¥ame
came over Saturday at noon and stayed until Herbert came OVe:

in the evening. We all rejoiced together. Hoy,you &are coming
home before the advent? Are you going to try and mcke the mimix
clothes? or will you be too busy with home and war work? Do you
like to sew? Many things will be given you,but there is &always
enough to do,after all.

Wilder,did you think I was afraid that you and Helen would Dbe
extravagant? I did not know but that it would help some to
know that there were some people who did not have lovely homes
like Kath:rine and --oh the one whose apartment you had at Chris

mas- It is &all right to use you lovely things,but they will gét












Dr.Bradford can use no substitute at the sanatorium,because of
the'gglg. Buch people would not use anything but butter,and
white bread. Surely,we use troco,too. We also use very little
wheat flour. Our bread is made of oatmeazl,or barley,or rye

or graham. I see the latter is called "Victory" bread. We do
put many raisins,dates and figs ink theses breads. The childrer
need sweets and fruit and it is given to them in that way.

We still have fried cakes for breakfast,but they are made
almost entirely of rye,a little wheat addedvto lighten it,

fkaro gyrup makes

about half the sugar we formerly used,honey
a good substitute,and they are fried in cocking @il or

& vegetable compound that that takes the plase of lard. They
are mighty good,too. As for meat we never buy it more than
twice a week and sometimes only once. We never have any bacon.
We have fish,some of our packed eggs--(they are perfectly

good except for bpiling,but the pores of the shell being
covered with the water glass makes that impossible) We have a
good many beans,and rice and cheese. Then we use a lot of
peanut butter.

I must tell you about another of Billy's prayers-%Dear
God,if I should ever get lost in the woods,you will know how
to find me,for I have red hair,you know." He had been a
little troubled abéut being lost in the woods among the wild
animals. But herze is one of John's. "Make Billy and me good
boys,and even make Bodie and Mother good. Amen" He got up
from his knees and looked at his mother--"Naneen is good enougt
ign't shel" Of course that made me feel dreadfully.

To see Bobby and Ruth play is one of the side-splitting
things that happen here. When they are left alone they play

for hours. She is not quite three yezrs old,and he is half
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zd}thm feel thet it is business to make something worth while

of himself. For instance--lLeroy Johannesen,hig father's hand

v
| is against the world becaﬁse he feels that the rich are agains’
‘3°\ him. He rules his family,literally,with a rod of iron.
:? The feeling at home is,if youvhave not money,you cannot
\ be anybody. The feact is that any boy can be something worth
§§ : g while if he wants it bad enough. When he cares enough to
‘

: take adventage of all his ppportunities.not only will men
(
help him to rise,but God will help him. And nothing can keep

\&\S§%§ a man down if God is willing to help him. T® give a bay a

feeling of self-respect is the biggest start for him. One

g
of them lied to me the first day I had the class--he never wil

Egig again,I am confident.
)
N You would be surprised to see George Penfield. He is not

§\§fnly handsomer than he ever was,and that is unnecessary,but

he is such a man. The life down town was not good for him,

\§ the responsibility he takes on the farm is quite wonderful,
it seems to us. Mame does not see it because he is asserting

his independence & little,and he is not always as easy to

dependable,as outsiders can see. You know he used %0 worry

) é@ Q? manage as she has always found him to be,but--he is more

;g me because he often got Wilder punished when he wes to
gﬁD blame himself. I did not always trust him,but he is reaching
giqgut and deciding things himself,and,well--he is a wonderful
boy,I think. Wilder is &s handsome as George,in a digferent

way,and he 1s improving too. But George has two years the best

of him,you know. Poor 1little Jean,is not handsome,and has



developed from her former gentle,sunshiny happy disposition
into the vertest little spitfire and fist-fighter you ever

saw. ,ame is quite worried ovér if,but it is only a phase and

I expect she has been goaded into it by her brothers and their
friends. ﬁame saw her the other day coming home from school.A
boy ﬁhrew & snowball,probably not intending to hit Jean who was
walking quietly,with her head down,hurrying to get home to her
story. Like a flash she whirled,caught up some snow and flew
after that boy in such a fury that he was frightened and ran
off into his own house as feast as possible. When she came in
she wés muftering‘ahd stofhiﬁg for some timéJafﬁér. b

Pat? well,Pat is ggg. She too,has changed for she is actuall,
quiet. Mame thinke her the beauty of the fa@ily,but I have neve
thought so because of her homely mouth,but she is all right.
Fred has been sick much of the winter. Teething and colds. This
living in a climate where the little ones have to stay housed
for so many months is dreadfwl,but he is a sweet,dear baby.
Just as Dbright as the rest of them. Will could not get over
the idea that Herbert had developed so much latelyi I do not
know,I know he is a mighty good son,and he means much to his
mother. Mame will be berter in the spring,she is worn out
with the care of the baby,it scems to me.

But I have written so long and I hzee so much other writing
to do-- What fun you are having fixing up the home,I like to
think of you interested in thet way. I am sure I wrote a
letter,but probebly it was the very late one and you have
received it all right by now. nell me all about Wayland and
Winifred. What your impressions were. Helen is very foné of
Winifred and Cecil Day saye no one in Duluth is liked better.

I hope you have heard from the Boston hospital,and that you are
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Dear Children:

I am going to write you another extra--and by the way,
theis is my second extra within a two or three week period--
but I have been thinking about the hospital proposition.

If war should be over this spring it would be better fot
you and your future to be in the Ford hbspital,would it not?
Wer is quite likely to come to an end soon,is it not so?
Will the German people stand their government mueh longer?
Are not all the signs pointing that way? Would the pan-
German organ, the Deutsche Tegs Zeitung, have tho.ght of
printing articles they are now printing,even had they dared,
six months or even weeks ago? If they dare call the Kaiser
Germany's Hangmen is not Germany sentiment changing fast?
All we here is not true,probably,but where there .is SO’much
of fire must there not be some smoke? Is not'the fzzling
that we are nearing the end growing fast? If the German
people do away with autocracy,themselves,there can be no
more war against them. Would it not be well to plan for
your own future? Even should war be continued another
year would it not be just as well to be where you would like
to stay? | .
If you are at the Ford Hospital Helen cculd be with you
as I understand. If you were preparing to be an army sgrgeon
in any oasse,it would be all right to think of gping where
you would get the best - for that purpose,but if you do not w

want that,why not prspare for your own place and then if there



is need you can be called and answer and when you should come
eack--would there not be a chance of your own place being held
for you? ‘

It would seem to me that you should be planning for the
family. You are no shirker,you have been willing to do all
that you possibly could do,but the necessity of farther
sacrifice may be over,for you,and it may be your real duty to
plan for the‘future of the family,always being ready to go
if your country should need you. I have not thought so much
of it before as I have today,because--well,because I am doing
my best not to pian too much for my children. Eut.today it
has come upon me so strongly that I must call your attention
to this side of the matter.

The Ford'Hospital hes always drawn you. You have wanted
to go there ever since you heard of it because it seemed a

good opening for a young married man. Whybshould you have
been sb continually drawn to it had there not been some
reason? Don't you think that is the way our prayers for
®&uidance are answered? And they want you there. Is that not
an answer to your prayer for guidance? Think it over care-
fully dear. You will have & double duty to Helen soon.You
should get settled as soon as you can,of course. The war will
not last forever,the Germans and the Austrians aré worn out.
Something is surely going to happen scon. It would be wrong to
stop all preparation for war,but individually you need not
forget all personal matters in the looking out for something
that may not and probably will not happen. Let me try to put
my meaning in a different way. You know you have a family
to support and you do not know that the country will need you.

The call of the country should not he handicapped by your
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while when you have found your level on the big the star
and you can both stop to draw a long breath of satisfaction
because the thing you wanted is being accomplished.

Ford will want you all the more later on---and perheps
thet 1s the place for you,znd perhaps not. Who knows?

I am convinced that you have done the best thing.

Come to Boston to be with you and Helen? Mrs.Kermoit
snd I would both be delighted to carry out the program as
suggested,I know. But again,who knows? The next year will
be big with chenges I am quite sure. I have no idea that
the girls will be here another winter. Really,why should the
ctay here and fight this cold weather? Until last night it
never occurred to me that they could go without me,and
when I sew Winifred getting more and more heart-set on
going West somewhere,and saying "Oh i this houde could
only be sold " ete. I bezen to question. They could not
go out and settle anywhere definitely until the boys come
home,but they could live as cheaply there as here. They
could each have a little home and live their own lives
without mother,fer a while. So this morning I told them
nhat a rather slcepless night had brought to me. Here is
Winifred's first remark--"Well Mother Jean,whenever you lie
awake at night you always h:cve somethirg to show for it the
next morning. I wish I did,but I only fret beczuse I cannot
sleep." The idea had never come to either one of them that
they could pull up stakes and go without me.

You need not be surprised then,if along about next August
Futh and Winifred end their families are getting ready for
a flitting. As for me?well,I do not know. This house is
my old man of the sea,and it all depends. I shall stay
here until cold weather,any way----—- but I have a family too.
A small one,but a very real one,a very dependent one. But
my plans heed not take long to settle whentBh time comes.
It takes longer to plan a move for children than for two
old people.

It was a shock to0 heve you se&y you were not coming home
.in June,and yet,I knew you could not,for it would not be
well for Helen to travel so late. I was sort of hoping
that she might elect to come home earlier and be here For
the birthday party. I expect your plans are much the
better for all concerned,but I just do want to see you
powerfully bad.

Mame 1s very miserable.the looks right sick znd feels
more so. The saliva glands over her front teeth are so
open that you can see them. She cannot swallow it,it mekes
her nauseated to hold it in her mouth so she keeps a hdk.
at her lips the most of the time. Besides that,she has
cramps after most mesls. Suffers much from gas. She 1is
i1l every winter---ho for a warmer climate. H-rbert would
like to go---but again,debts and non-salecble property.

Mame came over here yesterday afternoon. She lay on the
couch all of the time. We had supper together in myy room.
hen Herbert casme over aftcer the chores. I wish Herbert

would go to bed earlier at night,I think he would have



more ambition. That is whht worries me in him,bless his

dear heart.

wmews8hall I quoye a little from Aunt Clare's letter? "We all
liked Helen so much. She seems a brave,courzgeous sort of
soul, just the one to step along hand in hand with Wilder
along the path of noble living." She is looking forward
to a longer visit from Helen,and I hope you surely go,dear.
I am glad the curteains were of use,and shall look forward
to that promised long letter so full of so many things.
You think the war far from being over. Percy suspects that
may be true,but Will is so sure of zn early peace.

A Bible class? Are you sure that it will not tax you too
much? 1 am glad for the fellows who will have your attentor
end if there is anything I can do,oh please let me. I shall
love to help if possible.

I am glad you enjoyed the Sanfords. Of course you enjoy
pleying host,-Helen,becsuse she is a whole souled,dear girl
and you,because you cennot help it,your mother used to

love it too. I wonder if I ever shell again? When the
preesure of everyday living id 1ifted a bit,I think I shall.
I am too tired to make much exertion now. However,Mrs.
Clark snd Helen spent the afternoon with us Wednesday,and
Mame yesterday. But the trouble is that I want to sleep in
the afternoons,and I must get at it now. This dreadful
U-boat terror,how close it brings it to all of us. Will
the whole world talk English after the wer? Will the

curse of separation that fell at the building of the Tower
of Babel be lifted? Shall the world be united again?I
suppose nothing separstes people like that,unless it be

the differenge of color. Teenty-seven? Why dear,Jesus
was not ready for his life work until he wes thirty. I think
you-need not fecear your getting too old. Your work is being
- done right along,your work of preparation being prolonged
will make it that much more worth while.

God bless you both,I love you.
Mother.














































I have the water bill.

Hermosa peach ---California
August 26 1918
Dear RHelen and Wilder and Jr.

Helen's letter has just come,been read and read to Ruth,and now I am
here to answer that and the one received from Wilder on Saturday. The one
written Sunday night at midnight.

Helen dear,I am certainly keeping you busy with all of your other duties-
but my business will be all attended to,soon,I hope. As %o the p&il--1
hardly know what to say about the Galahad mail. The most of it is asking
for advertising matter. One letter you sent was a request for catalog eto.
That needed answering but nine out of ten is not worth sending on. It
would be more trouble to open and read than to re-direct-so send them on.
As to the second class mail--I want the magazines I have paid for,of
course. I have written all of them to send the papers or mapazines on to
me,but the September numbers may not have been changed. Keep track of tme
extra postage so that I may keep straight with you. All catalogs etec.
destroy or return to the senders. A lot of non-essential things are coming

. all of the time.

I hope the right meid will come to you before long. As for Lilian-she
is not worth bothering with. It is worse to think you have some one and
then find you have not,than it is to know you have no one. It is not such
a shock to one's mind. I am so sorry Mrs.McKorkle is not gaining faster
but she is getting old and tired,dear. It will not be long,probably,before
she will be glad to have this tired body of hers go to sleep and not waken
again. Then her spirit can feel young again and she will be happier. This
body of ours does hamper us so much when it gets worn out. I hope your
mother may not have to take up the burden of the everyday things for some
long time. If your father can sell off his holdings there and get out
here in this relaxing air and sunshine how good it will be for both of



them. The changes of climate and the restlessness of effort there is
all right for you youngsters,but we do get so tired of it all.

We are in the pangs of hunting for a place to live. Mr.Clark went up
to Los Angeles wbdth Ruth,Winifred and me yes trday. I know Sunday is a =z
miserable day to hunt houses but the house I had at last settled on taking
sent out a special call to mé to hurry up--but the wireless came too late
the house had been rented. On last™¥¥fa%y Mr.and Mrs.Clark and I went
in to see some houses. This one went right to my heart but it had nine
rooms and was $45.a month rent. I thought,at first,Ruth and I could take
it. But as I thought more about it I knew that was not wise,and besides,
Mrs.Freeman is to be with Cottie and me. I could not let the house go
and as I studied the prices of other places I realizdd that it was much to
my advantage in every way to get this house for us adults. I could enterd
tain the family so comfortably when I so degired and we could be so very
comfortable all of the time. But--alaa,my knowledge came too late. There
were other houses in the neighborhood that would have done for the girls.
So-the foundations were all knocked frommnder us,and we are greatly at 4
sea. However,Mr.Clark will look over the whole renting question today. He
is a real estate man,himself,and will talk with other men and get what
they have to offer and +talk with us again, This much was accomplished,---
We know there are many renters,not so many houses to rent. We know that
almost everyone who has a house they do not want to occupy wants to sell.
We know more about the prices we must pay. We know more about the differet
districts,their possibilities etc. And Mr.C. knows more about what we
want and must have.

It seems good to have Herbert and Ruth here. Herbert is spending =ll

of his time looking after the babies,big and little. He has no small job
on his hands,but he goes at it in such an efficient way. He is one fine



lad--that boy of mine. :
nelen dear,it is good of you to tell me how much you love me. It makes
me very happy,and someday we will spend much time together and then we

will be happy in our love for each other. I know it was better for me to
- come West just now. I have a duty here,and you have a duty in Wisconsin
that 1s pressing you right now. And Wilder has his work farther gpast. I
know that the being separated from each other is going to be very hard,but
sometimes,I think,there are lessons to be learned during such separations
that are very valuable if well learned and the separation is not for too
‘long a time. Such fun as some of the bathers are having. It is
hot in town today and so many have come out for a cool happy time.

Hot? and yet,what do Los Angeles people know about heat?--At any time
the heat does not begin until nine or ten o'clock in the morning,and ends
before sun down,and almost always there is a cool place to be found if one
does not have to keep out in the sun. There is no such thing as a close,
muggy day.

Let me tell you something funny. Elizabth and Louise Clark are getting
acquaibédd. Louise is a year older than Elizabeth who is just the age of
Constance. I had told Lomise I knew that she and E.would be great friends.
So,the day E.came the two girls took a long walk up the beach to get
acquainted. When they came back Louise put her arms around me and snuggled
her face in my neck--"Oh Naneen,you were right,Elizabeth and I are going
to be good friends." You would have thought it was a confession from a
young girl about the love for a dear boy lover. Then E.told her mother-
"Louise and I think alike about everything. We like the same books,the
same kind of people and things and everything. There are just two things .
we disagree about. She wants a great big weddin% and I want just g house
wedding with just the hmome friends. And she wants four children while I



six or eight children." Now shout--but after all,is not thaet just as dear
and girlish as can be? Is there anything more real,more delightful,more
dear than the feelings of a young girl approaching maturity about the life
she begins to feel opening before her?

Poor little Mame is not really happy even now that Herbert is with her.
Then this trial is over I hope she will see many things in a different
light. Winifred has been a wonder to her,and Ruth feels,as I do, that we
must,in some way get Mame into the magic cirele of our femily love and
happiness together. But first,she must learn to love other people's
children. She must see their virtues as well as their faults,and must see
the faults in her own children as well as their virtues. Can sge do that?
That will be the rezl test. But--Ruth and Winifred must live very near
each other even if I cannot be near them. Otherwise Winifred will be tied
close to her home and children. If they are near each other Ruth's girls
will help Winifred much in looking after the children. Then,it will be
rather necegsary for Mame's happiness if 1 am near her.---for many reascns,
although it is quite possible that Mame does not know that yet. Not so
that I can take care of her babies when she wants to go away but so that
I can take care of her and help with the older children.

The exact plens for the care of Mame's children while she is at the
hospital have not been mede,zs yet. Ruth says--with a little pride,I
think--you are not a chimney corner grandmother, Meaning I could not be
kept in the background being useful in filling in tBe empty places and
taking care of the babies. That is the kind of a mother Mame wants and
probably needs,but I cannot do those things,I em sorr¥ to say. So--plans
seem long in developing. To know what is the best thing for us all takes
gsome thought and telking over as well as a heep of praying. I know the
right way will be shown.Wilder boy,I am so glad things look good to you
there. Keep me in touch with your work and ygur heart thoughts. Mother-






the tuwb soaking that are calling to be'taken care of. Let me sée—e
there are one,two,three--six children playing ell around while they
are pretending to wipe'the dishes. Bobbie,Ruth and Patty are the
playthings and noisy bnes»they are. Cottie came back from Glendale
lzst night and is trying to get into the run of things. Ruth is
sweeping and picking up. The sun is shining and the sea is roaring
and there seems to be no feeling of real industry in the whole

wide world. Over at Mame's? I went in there before breakfast--we
are but through with itand it is ten-twenty---Fred kept them awake

until 4-30 this morning. They are all tired and worried. The rooms

are orowded.---they are like this-—4y,
’(;f‘/ e 3 i:.i .
No.l. is the fromt room--B.the bed. G

No 2. is the bedroom--B.the bed one cheffonier that must hold all
ef the clothes for the seven,consequently trunks £i1l the corners
and things are piled everywhere. No.3.is the diningroom. B.is the

bed and T.the table. No.4.is the kitchen. In No.I.a sanitary couch

is the bed.Wait let me begin at the diningroom. When they go to
bed--Jean and Patty must go at the same time Fred does. They get

into the diningroom bed and the door is closed. Fred's bed is a
emall one next the fmxdxmg big bed where father and mother sleep.
He gess into bed and when he is asleep the two boys get into their

parents' bed until they are ready to go to bed. Then the sanitary
couch in the front room is pulled out-the boys are transferred,

end the parents go to bed. In the morning,the girls are turned out
the bed is made and folded up into its day casing,the table is set
and Mame gets breakfast. The quarreling,the scolding, the getting
them all ready for the morning meal is not restful and the breakfast
ig eaten in anything but a restful happy frame of mind. Is any one
to blame? Well--I would not want to try it. No wonder that Meme is
g0 tired it seems as though she would never be rested again. No
wonder she feels she must get away from Hermosa Beach. Well she
will do so probably,very soon. Then I went on to Cousin Louise'
ceorge did not come home last night. The two girls began school in

Los Angeles,yesterday,coming home in the afternoon. That means they
must get the 7.30 car each morning. So Louise end the cat were

alone in their glory. She had her house all swept and garnished.
Her face massaged and the manicuring out of the way. The kitten
wes plaing in the sunshine and she was getting herself ready for



gend 1t back to Helen. This is not an answer to any letter receined
just a monolog--God bless you all three and may you_soon be gogEthel

again--at least near enough to be able to say a TP INGLIS
good-day to each other. Principals
Mother. THE GALAHAD SCHOOL
HUDSON, WIS,

the day. I did not go on to Winifred's for breakfast was ready.
Noisy happinese,noisy unhappiness and peaceful ness following
accomplishment. While we were eating Winifred stopped in on ‘her
way to do her marketing. She took the boys with her and left Ruth
here. They were all clean and smiling. And one knew that the house
radiated cleanliness and order. I hope you get the pictures and
only feel sympathy with the unhappiness mixed with the desire to
help that --I am afraid cannot help. The c¢nly thing I can say is
1 will do the best I can whenthe proper time comes for me to do it.
Mame is so fearful for Fred all of the time,she is worn out
and not fair to the others. George was Over here yesterday after-
noon. He was lying on the couch reading quietly. The five girls
were playing upstairs. 1 was knitting in the sun,when I was not
trying to reced the paper. Mame camé In with Fred,followed later by
Wilder. (Billy was here looking at pictures too.)Then followed thisg--
George see what Freddie is doing--Freddie come here and wipe your
nose--George Freddie is on the etairs--Freddie,you will get hurt-
George dont let him stand on the couch--peorge dont you see he will
ort himself? George please go home and see if the fire is all
right under the meat. And see what time it is. George will you
go? George get Freddie and bring him here and go and do as I told
you. Frddie come to Mama. (George went home and forgot to come
back to tell the time. He hunted a quieter spot,doubtless. Wilder
see what Freddie is doing. A shriek from upstairs--""Wilder Penfiel(
you get right out of this." I wont.--You will** Wilder-if I were
you I would not want to go where 1 was not wanted."Well we are
different,l would." Wilder see what Freddie is doing. Freddie
etc.etc.etc.etc. They finally go home followed by Wilder saying
"I have as much right in that house as the girls have." He has hot
smiled sinee he came in the house. He has not spoken one pleasany

word. But he has waited on Freddie every moment. The reason lMame
went SO soon was because she wanted to know the time and was sure
my clock was wrong and Vilder suggested that if he went to find out
he might not come back either. In the meantime other children had
come in and the general unrest may be imagined. George did not
answer back once,but gracefully esceped as soon as he could. Now
that keeps up every moment of the day. Herbert said the other day.
when Mame was asking every one in reach of her voice to see what
Freddie wes doing ete. "pid you ever see any one in all your life =
who could keep s0 many people busy every moment and never let one
sit quiet?" Why have I told you all of this? Just to let you know i
dreadful nervous strain under which the whole family are living
and to let you know Mame's mental condition while her physical
condition is so weakened. Fred may be at death's door--=-but he
looks the picture of health.He does have some bowel trouble that
frightens Mame. HoOw much is fear and too much care reacting on him
is the question in my mind. But---it means an awful responsibility
coming on to poor Ruth's shoulders-ior she is to take care of Fred.
I am glad Mame is going to the hospital for she needs a complete
change and rest if any one ever did.

At present we are very pleasantly quartered in a two story house.

1t has just enough room for us two families. Ruth and the girls



are the housekeepers. The rent--{70 for this month. $90 for July
ana August. Winifred has at last decided to keep her apartment
for the month of September at $30.instead of §60. When yame goes---
Ruth hoped to have a house by herself by that time,but the only
unfurnished house that we have found in Hermosa is one owned by
a woman who iz East somewhere and wants to rent but hates real
‘estate men and so left her house in no one's care. We are trying
. to get hold of her, In the meantime--what? It may be that Ruth
will take Herbert's place and Herbert and the four children come
over here instead. I hope to get some one to come in and get
dinner,at least. But nothing doing as yet.

In some way it will all come out right. I am rather dreading the
coming month,but it will ali develop right when the time comes. I
suppose the dread of what is coming is one reason why I feel so
very lazy now when I can.

I went to Los Angeles to look for houses and ‘came back with the
determination to stay here. The girls-Ruth and Winifred-did not like
the idea and they went to Los Angeles on Saturday with the light of
determination in their eyes+Indeed Winifred said "If I cannot find

‘@& house I want today I shall not come home until I do." They cagme
home about five o'clock. They were tired and discouraged and very |
submissive. Willing to stay here? Most certainly,anywhere. It seems
that they found two houses near together,and about what they would |
want in rooms and price. When much t: the surprise of every one-
Ruth the most of all- Ruth choked up =nd could scarcely restrain a |
right hard fit of weeping. The most desolate feeling of homesicknes
came over here and she knew she could never be happy in the city.
1t was a queer experience for clam placid Ruth but the deeper for
its being so unusual. There is a house here that both girls want.
It is about a block from the unfurnished one. It has been decided |
thet if Ruth can get the unfurnished one and use some of Winifred's |
furniture so as to get it out of storsage Winifred will take the
one and Ruth the other. Then I will find something to suit me. Ve
can find houses for the 'winter all right but will have to pay the
exorbitant rents for the summer months ot move, One lovely house I |
canhave near them for $35.for the winter months rents for $175.for
the three summer months. :

Time is passing--this ig a very long letter dears. I have not
told you many things I want to say.Such as--1 went into the water
for the firet time yesterday in my beautiful new parple suit. The |
water knocked me flat,I found the sea was really salty,I crawled '
to shore and came home. I-felt fine afterwardss My knee is %c0 stiff
to jump or to try to swim,but I shall try again,of course. Oh there
are many things I went to write.--Stanley Stone has been cited for
bravery under fire. :

If we ever get settled I shall get into some sort of rocutine that
will make things go more orderly. Elizabeth Freemen will be here
thefirst of October. Margaret has been washing windows and is now
killing flies. Ruth came ihto my room last night about one o'clock
to see why my light was on &and killee about a2 dozen mosquitos.We
are not usually troubled with them. George has just come in with a
whopper crab. Elizabeth is ironing. The rest are still shouting--
but it is all such happy shouting that one cannot help but enjoy it.
My washing still walts. Ruth is talking about getting dinner and
Louise comes to dinner with us. Herbert and Mame are getiing ready
for d dip for Herbert goes to L,A.after @inner to get the car that !
has been in the garage since last Friday. ‘

Life is beautiful after zll. I have only told you of the little

things here. I am going to get down to figures soon and
11 will :
another letter that will go to Helem. This goes to Wilder andwiét:ill

——
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Dear Children:

And do you know who are included in that "“dear children?" Not
alone Helen in Hudson,Wilder in Bostoh,but Jack "somewhere in
Frence." It would be nice if we knew where that "somewhere" was-
and still nicer if we knew what Jack was doing and how he was
situated,but that is another story that will be told later,we
hope,when we can talk face to face. However,this may make us
seer & little nearer to each other. You see,both Wilder and pelen
asked me so many questions that it occurreé to me that Jack would
like to hear the answers too. That is,if I can answer such
questions as were asked. They required pretty full answers,such
es "tell me all about Herbert's and Ruth's trip--as though I could.

"Tell me about your getting settled™ etc. But you see I have settled
down to a good long monolog--note the lack of spacing and the lack
of margins,and the big sheets of paper.

Their tripriowa meant,to them,heat,wind,dust and good roads.

The heat and dust followed them almost all of the way but Iowa
had the cinch on the good roads. They declare they had a wonderful
time. I guess they did,and they insist it was a wonderfully good
time,but not one of the party want to make the trip over again.
The firet day the report was "the children are angels"..That was
the last time the word"angels" wes used. One report from Herbert
was--"I am sorry to say that I can correct only one of the three.,"
1 guess the back seat was a lively one. This is about the way I
put it up. Bobbie is a dandy until he gets tired then he is--not
an angel nor even a dandy. Ruth is very patient--poesibly a

little too much so. Elizabeth is all right if she is let alome.
Sshe and Bobbie played games sometimes but Wilder cannot let any
one alone & minute and he tries to pick a quarrel all of the
time,except when there is something to see. He has picked so
wany quarrels all summer long that he would not be understood in
any other light. The girls have no love for him and that does not
help matters. Herbert often made him shut up and not speak for
hours at a time. Well,if that was not a severe punishment for

dear talkative Wilder,could he have been unhappier? But he got
more out of the trip thanm any one else,after all. Herbert wes in
too much of a hurry to get through to enjoy scenery even if the
state of the roads had given him a chance to look around &and enjoy
himself. Ruth had her hands too full straightening out the childrer
ete. to really have a restful,enjoyable time. .The dear children
who insisted that mother should not be burdened with a small boy
made a mistaeke,I still think. Three days is so much less time than
three weeks. But no one will acknowledge it even yet,unless 1t

mey be Herbert. I have not asked him.

But Wilder---say,that boy will never forget that trip as long
a8 he lives. He saw everything and enjoyed everything. He talks
more about the beauties of the scenery than any one today.

They met a great many other autos with broken springs etc.but
as Elizabeth wrote me--"We have a very careful driver" tpey did

not have as hard a time as they might have had. But enough things
happened. The roads were simply impossible. One plave theygot



into so deep a rut that it took three cars and all of the passen-
gers to get them out. They thought when th'y got into California
they would surely have smooth sailing but when they at last got

on good rozds the car that had stood by them so nobly took )
revenge and gave them troubles and troubles., At lest,at a little
place called Livingston the climex came. The bearings were burned
through to a powder. New bearings had to come from San Franclsco
and no oneé bubt the auto part was in any burry to get them. Ruth]
and ‘the children took the stage down to Merced and spent the worat
‘day of the trip there. It was blistering hot &nd .they dared not
‘teave the hotel for feazr Herbert would come. He did come tewards
evening and they told him he might beve to wait a week then they
took the train for Los Angeles. Not only did they taje to train |
but they took the day coach. Herbert,Bob and Elizabeth slept.But
Ruth snd Wilder did not. Wilder kept his face glued to the window
all night long he was so afraid he would miss seelng something.
‘1t was bright moonlight end he saw much more then one would think.
‘They reached here the following noon in time for lunch. Dirty? yes-
- but happy and good t. see. R L ‘ i N
o Now;you see that is 1ot mueh ¢f a description of the trip. put
I cannot tell you of the wbﬁﬁ%ﬁfﬁf”viéws*tgey“haéwthewlaatrh&pgy
day in Celifornia. Around Lake Tahoe,l think, Nor the wonderful
mirages they ssw when for a whole day it wa: ha'd to convinge

them that it was not a lsrge body of water they were neering. The
waves glistened in the sun so naturzily. Then an zuto would come
through or over it for the suto wss raised up so high the water

" could be seen undernesth it. The ccld nighte in Wyoming mede an
impression especielly ‘the ones after Ruth hod her coat taken from
-the e2r. Thaet had been used for night covering as well es day wear.
Then Ruth was unforténste again in losing Herbert's key ring. the
never will forget that. I am afraid. s ;

‘The refrigerstor wcs & great convenience although they never had
ice in it after they filled it in Hudsom. No--it did not last long
but it leeted so short a while that 1t did not pasy to have to
stop to f£ill it. It was the [finest place in the world to keep
things esnd they bless it every time they speek of it. They did
not try to cook meals--there was no wood along the way. So they
tried to have one hot meala day and have lunches the rest of the
time. They consumed more ice cream coneg than they ever expect to
have again. ' : ;

Todey is Bobble's birthday end he is & happy boy. The other day
- when 1 was in Los /ngeles T bought him a cup and saucer with 1ittle
~blue birds on them and a littie pitcher with en-owl-oan dt. It hes .
not been sent down yet,so I gewe him & querter this morning to j
. puy a thrift stamp. He and george have gone up town to buy 1%,
. Herbert has just started out in the car to take ®inifred and Ruth
4o Los Angeleés to go to Bekins and heve their furniture etc.sent
out to Glendale tomorrow. Does not that sound good? Also to buy
gas stoves eto. Ruth will buy one of these coasters that the
children all have for Bobbie and Cottie has some candy 2nd toys
to give him at su per time whenthe resl birthdey comes.
T must. tell you something about our getting settled. George

and Louise Clark took Cottie and me up to Los Angsles first for
house hunting--at leest we went up with Cottie to put her on the
car for GClendale to visit her sister there,snd while on hbe way
Louise insisted on looking for houses. I found a darling house
for myself but it wes §45. and I had not planned on so high a rent,
(That will not seem high to you,Filder,when you cannot get two
rooms for less than that. This had nine rooms but no furniture)



¥het do you think I have done-- I have written two copies with /
two pages on one page and now I have to write the two over again
~end I have other letters to write."So Shiftless. " TV MRAis
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future no man knows. It mey be thet I shall have to let Cottie end
Urs.Freeman settle my house while Herbert and I find and settle a
house for Meme. It would be impossible for me to teke Herbert's
~¢hildren in the Carmichel house after the fuse she has made, The
house is not very pretiy on the outside,any more than 1s Winifredts,
Thet does not mean that they are unsightly,but they are & Little
©old fashioned. But the inside of bothe is good. Winifred has fine
new oak floors.The Carmichel house wes built by himself and ie so
white and clean looking, It has twenty-six built in drewers and a
lovely sleeping porch where one could put four bveds. : ,

I have written to sll of the publishers about sending things here
-except the farmert's/paper. I think I will gend them 2 oard not that
we are planning to be farmars‘a%aiﬂ. I wish I had sent out the =
spade,hoes and rakes and many other things I wes too tired to ﬁf' #
-deoide about, You need not send the picture pesper of the Spanis
name,nor any other pepers now,for surely sll heve had time to make
the chenge in sddress by now, You need not send any more (alahad
mail-have it go to Yr.Bunker, ;
A letter hes come from Jaok written on ship board on the 13th.
¥het pleased us most of =11 is thet his Co.made up of wholly new
men,was the first to be prepared and 80 embarked first. He had been
80 busy getting them reedy thet he had not teken off his clothes
for three days. I hope he had time to rest on the boat. He has
landed-some where-as we know from the postal card that was sent
when the boat rezcghed its destination. we are wondering if the
Oregon is the name of the bost, He will really enjoy this work,
and I am glad for the men under him. I had a letter from Sibley

the other day. He is corporal now and has been transferred %o San
Antonio preparatory to the going over. pe has the promise of being
made a sergeant of either mwees or supply. He is very happy at the
grespect of going over soon,znd wes rejoloing in the first rain he

ad seen since he went to Yums fifteen months ago. '

You say the aim of the hospital seems to be to $each the internes.
I am glad for I heve heard complelinte from some hospitels that they
did not get much. The diversifiea work will be good for 'ou, I hope .

th&t1senlet@youubasaswxglﬂggg be too laigiﬁéfﬂaﬂéama-az his routine

work, 14 ig'sl} right ©6 be buszy,bdut rou ne work must not tire
you out,and I am not sure that you know when to0 stop work. I am .
glad you ard heving practise on the typewriter,but wish you were nai
using the proper metbdd of touch. I understand that Earnest is
going to war. I do not understand sbout it all but think he is going
into a training camp, Mary goes home to her mother, ' ;
I should think the apartment you spesk of would be fine,and if
$45.1s the price why than you will heveto pay it. It mezng more
%o have the right ktnd of an one,where Helen and you will be sure
of being contented for as long as you stay there than to hunt your-
self tired to fing something that does not answer so well znd

will perhaps save not more than five dollars, Living is hard ehough
wlthout being uncomfortable. Veacant the 15th? Does that mesn that
Helen will go =g soon es that? I think thegermotts would better
come to California right away end come to Glendsle and find & house
in the"near country?! It ia not =8 populer a place as Hollywood, g
therefore cheaper. One has to pase thru Hollywood to resch Glendsle,





















says Glendale is a lovely place to live in. Also it is but 23
of those long blocks from a little cafe where we can take many
of our meals while I have my so large family. It is quite
possible to make them all comfortable until Mame ie strong
again. There were a good many buts in that last one. By the
time I get thru it will cost as much as a more expensive house,
and will still be a horrid old house,but -another one you see,
when the woman I had to clean for me yesterday said"Oh I know
this house,a friend of mine locked at it but she would not take
it because it wes in such bad repair"--1 made up my mind that

1l would show her and some others that even a horrid old house
could be made into a fairly nice home if one wented to have a
home, _

A lot of time spent on that house and still I have not told
you how pleasant Winifred's home looke and how lovely Ruth's
home is. Ruth looks sc happy and so at home there,they all
fit in so beautifully. It is such a Iovely,dear amlly that
comes out on the vine-draped porch to greet us when we go there-
and her but is a wail "Oh mother I am not happy to have this
beautiful home and you have the other one." It is all right. .
" The-first day she was theére che turred on the hot water faucet
and much to her surprise ‘the water ran hot. She thought the
agent must have built a'fire in the heater and she would better
turn it off. She went d@ll over the house trying to find the
heater--at last came a faint memory thet lr.Clark had said that
there was a solar heating system  there.

She has promiced to divide her fruit with me..

Herbert has gone to Long Beach to see if He can land a "job"
today. They think it would be rather of & good thing for him
to do a little manual labor for a whilé. I hope he gets one
end that he does not have to go to work until after I am moved.
1 hardly feel equal to handling it alone. I have a bad cold,
it is so far away,and there is no one on whom I can lean heavily
but Herbert. Ruth has Jean and Fred--she is not settled and
has six children. Fred has had his mother at his heels all
summer and he is but two years old and is wearing didies that
have to be washed every day. Poor little Jean came down with
the mumps yesterday. Ruth's children have had them but none of
Herbert's have had them. The Penfield children are so good
since coming over here. There is no nagging,and actually they
have almost stopped querreling entirely. They will begin school
& week later. than the others who began yesterday. We hope to
move on Friday. There does not seem to be very much room to
put the little furniture I did bring with me,and I think there
are many things I should have brought that I did not.

I think you need not send the farm papers any more,Helen dear.
They all talk about snow and ice,and the winter proposition for
gardens seems to be so much in evidence,and is not needed here.
I am wondering if Helen has gone to Wilder yet,and all about
you both. It will be good when we get to hearing regularly from
Jack. God bless you all three. I will keep open the letters
until Herbert comes home so I can tell you the result of the
aay.

Wednesday Morning. They have a great system. Fach man who EEE
epplies for work signs his name. Herbert was 370. At 7 in the
morning and 4 in the P.M,numbers abhd names are read. If you are
not there you lose your place. Herbert is 137 this A.M. He got
up early and went down to San Pedro,came home for breakfast at
eight and we are now ready to go to Glendale. He will help in
putting up beds and go to S.P.by four o'clock. God bless you
all.---Mother.



T. W. MacQUARRIE
J. P.INGLIS
Principals

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL

HuDsON, WIS.

823 East Wilson gt.

Glendale--- California.

September 22 1918
Dear Helen,Wilder and Jack:

You keep asking me to tell you all about Jack when w
bhear from him,but we have not heard a word from him yet,
sbnce the letter he wrote on shipboard. But I can tell you
something resther surprising ebout Will who is,perhaps,now
on the sea. A letter from him came Thursday saying he had been
assinged a battalion and was to have his old quarters and
battalion H.would occupy the barracks Co.H.had occupied. He
was pleesed except that he had been given the place of one of
his friends who was away on leave and he feared the ousted
man would feel hurt. On Friday came a letter saying he was
leaving for the Eastern port and would sail within a week,
probably. He had been recommended by his old Col.for this
place and Col.VWells had sent in another recommendation ratify-
ing the first. He is going over with some staff officers to
go to a training school in France and in a few months will be
back and help train men over here. His non-com school has
been such a success they were willing to send him over.
1t is a grand good thing for him,but while I am rejoicing
with him I cannot help wishing that Jack had gone to the
training school at the same time Will did. And yet----1 do
not believe I should feel that way,either. Jack did the fine,
loyal, thing as he saw itand that was the only thing he cculd
do. He will not lose out in the end. Besides that I cannot
help but feel glad for Jack's Co.that he can be with them.

He is so good with men and he likes just ordinary humanity
because they are human. Will does not 1like the personzal
touch so much,as a general thing,but does like the planning
endstudy that means the orgamization of things pertaining to
men., There is & point there that I want to make but I do not
know as I make it very clear. : :

This is the first letter I have written in our new home.

We are no where nearly settled,of course. We came in Friday
neen. Herbert brought us and helped us unpack until it was

time for him to go back to Hermosa. He came back again last
evening just before we went down to dinner and stayed over

night. ge and the boys went to church with me this morning

and I felt as proud as a peacock.

Now I will begin to describe things,although it is a bit
hard to descibe things in the making. First--children,it is
hard to move,and looks as if it would be harder to get settled.
Ruth and -Winifred have been moved for more thean a week and
they have not begun to get settled yet. They are each doing
their cooking,however,and Ruth has six childfen and Winifred
has four,for Patty is with her until I get settled. We have
done no cooking for the stove did no% go in until last evening
too late to have the gas turned on. We go to a cafe about
two blocks away. It is cheap,clean,and good food--but oh we
do have to wait such a long time to get things. Do you know,
this house is going to be reslly homelike and pretty before
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Mame would like to have named the baby Stephen Phipps,but
did not know but that they would jave misunderstood it. They
had to have a name to hand in for the Dr.'s certificate at the
hospital so she gave them Herbert and left the other name. She
dislikes the name of Junior and so does not want to give him
the whole name. I would not be at all surprised,when she has
heard from Helen Phipps,if she made the name Stephen perbert,
or,possibly,Herbert Phipps. She is looking so fine now.
Next Friday she will leave the hospital and come here,I have
heard nothing about how I am to find a girl to look after her
and the baby,as yet. ; ~

Later-- Herbert took Ruth and Freddie and Patty and Winifred
down to see Mame and then they came back on the brain?frey
came here for supper and it was such fun. We have no gas-so
no heat in the cook stove. We have no dishes unpacked except
one saucer and two platters. We cut the bread and put on the
platter in the middle of the table. Put some butter on the
saucer,put on four knives and & basket of apples,one of oranges
and one of grapes. Put down napkins -one for the tablecloth
and four for plates. It loooked fairly pretty and --oh yes,
the fig Jam I rade in Hermosa was on the table,too.

Herbert is still meking daily trips to San Pedro. He has to be
there at seven o'clok in the morning to answer to rodl call.
His number has gone down from 370 to 6l1. He goes back to
Hermose each night as it is not far from there to San Pedro.
If he does not have to be there again in the afternoon he
will probably be out here again tomorrow. It makes a heap of
difiference when he can come to give of his man's strength.

We are going to enjoy living here. The having the church
just a block away is wonderful to us. Beginning today and
lasting until thru Wednesday is a Bible Conference. A Mr-or
Dne Gabelein from New York is the leader. I heard him this
arternoon and mean to try and go both afternoon and evening
for the next three days,even ifi the settléng is put off a
little longer.

George and W lder begin school tomorrow. It is not so bad
when Herbert is with them so much,but I am dreading things a
1iptle bit for the next month. I presume it will all be much ea
easier than it looks to be now.

Here 1s what Dr.Lyons of Pasadena said this morning. Adam
was made from the dust of the earth and the Spirit of God.
Han belongs to the earth as well as to God. Woman was made
from a part of Adam,not from the earth--and they are one.

Sie does not belong to the earth,but the man. She is not made
of the earth but of the earth-end-spirit-man. He said other
things that made it very interesting but this point interested
me. Man belonge to the earth as well as t. God--He is the

one who makes the liwing,who must hold himself to materisal
things. Heppy the man who finds and wins & spiritual woman

who will give to him the rt he needs to make amx® perfect
being.Win%fred got this point. "Why I had aslways Enbu nt of

myself as being a real,whole individual. I am not--1 am & part
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Dear €hildren

The church bells have just stopped ringing for evening service,
Cottie has just come home from visiting her sister where she went
for dinner,The Penfield family are out in the car for a little ride,
little Bert is asleep on Cottie's bed in the next room,and the
perspiration is wet all over me from head to foot. I like Glendale,
but I do not like this atrocious heat we have had for more than
a week. I do not see but that Sundays here are any different from
the Sundays in the past,in one way---they seem so full of the need-
ful things to be done. There is one beauty about it,I suppose,and
that is --they do not drag. I would like to see what a draggy
Sunday would be like., I do not mean I should want to have more
then a little sample of it,if there could be such a thing,which I
very much doubt.

Here is to-day's program. Herbert came home last evening so very
tired that I thought we would not hurry breakfast this morning.
It was to be at nine o'clock. I washed out all of the dipes last
night before going to bed so that there would not be many of them
this morning. I did not get up much before eight,because I was a
little tired,myself. Cottie did not get up until I came down reazdy
for breakfast. We both went to work to hurry up théngs,and breakfast
wes ready by nine. Wilder William is sick in bed with the mumps--
and such a case of them as he has. His face his a perfect triangle
with the base running from ear to ear. I picked up and straightened
things for the day as much as possible--breakfiast over,I rushed
Baby boy into the bathroom for his morning bath,washed out the
rest of the dipes,and the clothes he took off--made up two beds
and got ready for church. yame went with me and Herbert stayed
to take care of Fred,Wilder and the rest. We could not let any one
of the children go to S.S. because they are not allowed to go to
school when there is a case of mumps in the family. We had a most
wonderful sermon. I do not mean that Mr.Edmonds is a wonderful
preacher,but he was so intensely in earnest that his message went
right to one's heart. "Theee gre&t verbs of the Bible." was the
subject. "Come"---and he quoted so many of Jesus' invitations
beginning with that word. Then "farry"--with Jesus,and dwelt on the
necessity of our tarrying with Him before we could become what
He would have us be.Then----"You may think you have come to Him,
and that you have tarried wi h Him--but have you?" I have been with
this church for seven years,and Ican prove to some of you t hat
you have neither come to Him nor tarried with Him when I give you
this next great word of action. Go--Go into all of the world and
preach the gospel." No,it was not a missionary sermon,especially,

Tists nigted eush ohe B xS SRaacES PIoIAVEM"5ad8 3,00l ESEE,
W ed eac . -
gss owgg to us strangersgthat he felt what he said when he said

itmight be that another voice in that pulpit would help his people
more--he loved them and they loved him--but he wanted results.
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givxng me the assurance that he is well. Ruth is getting very
anxious to hear from Jack again. It has been over two weeks since
she has had a letter. Winifred wes relieved today to have
a card telling her that Will had arrived safely.
Winifred and Ruth both keep so busy they will not let them~
selves be homesick. They are both such bzzve,dear girls.
I should think,without doubt,that the war must be over before
long,and yet no one seeme %0 be happy over it. I have yet to
see a person who rejoiced over the news that the Kalser had
accepted Wilson's peace terms. No,we feel that CGermany has not
‘been punished as she must be for all ‘of her terrible deeds. They
are not repentant,they are simply frightened. They must be
" brought to the knowledge of the horror the whole world feels
towarde them for their inhuman brutality. And the only way a
German wan feel anything is by reprisals. That does not mean
that their women are to be treated as they have treated the
conquered nations,nor that their men are to be crucified as
they have crucified the French and Belgians,for the Allies
~could not do such terribge things. If they could theywould be
“ as bad &s the Huns. But their country must be invaded,they must
-~ know that they are conquered,they must hate the tnlngs they have
/done as we hate them. How shall we know that they have had a
' change of heart? They will at leest show it by spurning their
rulers,they must get rid of the Hohemzollerns, at the least,before
we can even think of treating with them..
-1 believe the whole bation will fefuse to stop now,even
g'though we hate to have our boys fighting them.
x The Inglis femily were talking about their Daddy flghting
.o for liberty etec. Jean S&ldr—"we%l if my Daddy did not help
build.the ships I guess Uncle Jack could not go over to fight."
‘Hes it rankled in her mind? Is she glad that her Daddy is doing
-war work too?
ﬁ' I hope to get some timé to write to our own soldier. boys of
‘/Galehad,very soon now. The days are so full of work and seem so
i “ghort, because of that,I have written very few letters since
leaving Hudson.
I have written to Mrs.Freeman to come on here now at any
; *tlme. ‘She-has Dbeen doing & lot of vzs1ting while the house was
+ g0 full.
L8 I must stop and get ready for dinner and see that some

B2

© ¢ garden tools are returned . ete.

Jod bless you all.
Mother.

Tuesday Morning---

‘_l 128t nightls paper sald that Captain O.H.XKing had been killed
. “In ‘action. I ar so sorry for all of them. You know his wife is
.german and has relatives fighting on the other side? She was not

;as happy about his going into the service as the Kings were. I

* think,could Otis have chosen the manner. of hls death it would have

~ been while fighting for his country.

¥ u ask about Will's non-com school. After he had been left
behind his company he had no special place given him,at first.



His orders were to assisst his commander. He immediately began |
studying the job of the man higher up,but it wese not long before
he was asked to take a non-com school and teach them some more
of the military work than they hed had. At first he did not likei
the work very well,because it was called a school,perhaps,but

it did not take long for him to get absorbed in i%¥,and I guess
he was very successful. At any rate he wes pleased and so were
the men,and they improved very fast. I presume it was a part

of his testing as to his fitness. It was evidently thought,by
the powers that he would make a - better soldier as one who should
make plans rather than as one who should lead the fighting.

‘The Clarks ‘came over on Sunday and Louise was amazed to see
how pleasant the house was being made. She could hardly credit
 her eyes---so I guess it is coming out all right. Cheap,you
said,yes,as far as rent is c¢oncerned,but to make cheap things
acceptéble it is ‘often necessary to spemd'a lot of money,and
. gsome times I am afraid that it what ie happening here. The im-
provements will bring up the rent end meke it necessary for me
to stay here a long time in order to make myself even.Every
time I spend a dollar I sey,more emphatically than before,Il am
not “going ‘to move: from this place until I move from Glendsles - -
" How you must mise the closing of the saloons--no wonder you
do not care to leave the hospital under those conditions.

You made Dr.Stone interesting to me,also. He is a different
type from any other men.you have known intimately,is he not?
If Dr.Stewert did not like that work perhaps he did not care
when he wes®"fired." I know that if you feel you are helping
any one that yu will be interested in the work--God bless you.

No,it is now well to worry about what you shall do and where
. you shall go in the future. The way always opens. Let me quote
something for you.from the Sunday School Times. "It is wasteful ©
for us to try to bring to pass what is plainly God's responsi-
bility. How.often we waste God's time and our own by planning
and scheméng to bring to pass His will in matters in which pe is
saying,if we would but listen to Him, "Hands off"." If you are
in the Lord's will you won't have to do any sheming. And if you
are not in the Lord's will,all the scheming in the world won't
get you there."---"Commit thy way unto the Lord: trust adso in
him,and he will bring it to pass" is what our old hero David
found to be the best and surest way. I suppose it is true that
we do waste his time and ours by the wrong asking. I have put
it into my thought of the Galahad and Sarras propérty. 1t is
His--therefore He must know what should be done with it and my
asking must be--not what and when,but lshow me if there ie any-
thing I can do to help bring your plans %o pass." Dr.Gabelein
showed that while we worship God--Jesus Christ is our leader and
it is he who is standing at. God's throne to intercede for us,
to listen to our needs and desires and to show us how to work
alongside &nd together with him. So our prayers gshould be sent
out to him in a very definite,personal way,for he is the Man who
understands our needs.

A1l of this has been written to you alone,for the carbon
paper was removed last night. '
Loving you and hoping'to hear again that you
are still well and happy-
: Mother.



Wilder's letter of last week did not come until this week.

T. W. MacQUARRIE
J. P.INGLIS
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835 Fast Wilson Ave.
Glendale California
; October 24 1918
Dear Children:
My letter is late this week,but to be sure of its being written
today I am trying Meme's plan. She says she always tries to do
the thing that could be put off first,because the things that
have to be done will get done even if she has interruptions or is
tired. "There is much to be said on both sides",but this morning,
before the beds are made I will write this letter,for the beds
must be made. Let me give you the picture of the home now.
The Penfield family moved on Monday,that leaves three of us in
the famlly,until Mrs.Freeman comes. We had breakfast at seven
o'clock this morning,an hour and & half earlier than usual because
George has & "job". He is very anxious to earn some money as he
and Mergaret have gone into business with the rabbits. They bought
a second hand hutch with nine rooms and have it placed in the
grchard at Margaret's. That means that Ceorge is there almost all
of the time except for meals and bed: "You know Dada Dean,Margere:
and I have never had a quarrel in all of our lives. I do not
think I could quarrel with her." So,as Marmie hates housework
end loves the rabbits and the irrigating of the trees, they are
two very happy cousins.
But going into business costs money even for little folks.
Rabbits to buy,feed to buy until their own gardens of alfalfa
and vegetables are grown,etc.etoc. Margaret's birthday gifts
have been advanced to her,and George has borrowed to the limit,
1 esked the florist,when he was here the other day,if he wanted
to hire a boy,and last night he said he did want him today.
George was as happy as a king. So we two old folks were very
glad to even leave our warm beds and get up in the wold, this
morning and get his breakfast for him and send him off in a very
happy frame of mind. There is the first picture--the boy going
off on his wheel, ‘

Now imagine Cottie puttering about the white kitchen doing up
the morning's work out there. Imagine me at the writing desk in
the South east corner of the room with my back to the South
window and the' Eest window at my right hand. On my left hand is
the open door into the little square entrance hall. I can sce the
two bookcases that line the North wall, the black round table that
holds the telephone and a vase of pink carnations,the gift of the
florist,and the one chair. I can lean forward a little and see
the stairs with the three windows with their white marquisette
curtains and the many pictures on the walls that break up that
long,bare,ugly,high space. Farther up the stairs,on the last turn,
the North waell with its ugly,bulging,broken plaster is covered
with the Aurora and the big flag,giving a lovely bit of color in
just the right place. 1 cannot see the door that leads out on the
porch as that is on the same side as the door through wich I am
looking into the hall. Rugs nearly cover the ugly floor. Mrs.
Krukow-my landlady--was here yesterday end she was so pleased to
see how pretty the house looked. "Oh how lovely this hall is,it
has never looked like this before."™ Perhaps she will see that I









there on account of the pretty surroundings,nice tables,good
service,and delicious vegetables. We knew nothing about it Sther
than that. But they are Adventists--no animel fats 6f any kind-

no regular tea or coffee,and dinner at noon--when Mrs.V.had been
there--with the lightest of invalid food for supper. George's face.
was a study. How to order and what to order and the prices of :
everything puzzled him. He would not let me kelp him ad he would
have done had he been more friendly. At last he made his selection
and then threw down his pencil and loocked at me so helplessly and
sadd-4It comes to fifty cents and I have not got anything either."
Then we laughed-Cottie,the waitress and I--We struck off ome item,

I wanted to rearrange it,but did not. I gave him some of my trisguit
and some of my nuts and raisins and he had a good meal and felt
better. Then the head one came and telked with me and gave me menus
of the dinners etc. and now he is interested in the experizent and
wants to try a dinner there. The other night Mrs.V.wanted us to gsit
at her table. George has gone to get a paper. When he came in I had
. %o speak very decidedly before he was willing %o sit down there. He
wanted to go to a table by himself. Afterwards he was 80 charmead
with her he wants to sit with her every day. Now those things are
due to shyness etc. Farm work is all right but he needs a little
polishing just now. I am in hopes that I may have the opportunity
to introduce him to some things worth while as well am worth while
people. Mrs.Vannetta is a widow--the one who knew Cottie when she
was & little girl,and is a most charming woman who has traveled a
great deal and is an artist who has the ¢pportunity of seeing and dx
going whenever and wherever she pleases.

Every body is making gardens just ©s we do in the Spring at home.
I used to think that people are cleaning up for the tourists,but it
is the regular gardening time-fgetting ready for winter" they all
say. We get in the coal and put on the storm windows at home--I
gelieve I would rathertrim up the rosebushes and replant the growing

hings. :

You recall that I had rented a house two doors from Winifred for
Rith snd the owner would not let us have it after the visit of the
pPenfield children? She would not even rent it to me--she had such
a horror of my little savages. Well,the house has not been rented
and now she wants the agent to see if I will not take the house.

She has seen me in church and I guess I looked like a human being
and she is repentant. But even tho ugh I sigh every time I pass the
house and wish I were in there so much nearer the girls and there
is a gas furnace etc.----but I have too much money invested in this
house now,and it is so expensive to move--it is rather amusing, too.

Some day I will prove to you that it is not because I am keeping
young that makes me interested in the lives of the grandchildren--
except as Love is eternally young--but beceuse I am old that I am
interested. I hope,too,that you widl hear much music and some good
lectures this winter. Winifred says there is so much in Boston that
is good and is free if one looks for it. And she wants to know
in juet what part of the city the hospital is. She has a friend
there whom she wants to have become acquainted with Helen,and she
wants to know if she knows the part of the ciyy you are in.

By this time,Helen dear,you will know that the great reason why yc
you did not hear from me for so long is that I thought you were
with Wilder. Neither one of you thought to tell me different. I
know you are enjoying your work much,Wilder boy--and I know that
you will be a great help to many of these heartbroken bedside
friends. You could not help but be of help with your sympathy.

I am glad the epidemic is abating. I was glad %0 have you tell me
what you did sbout the care to take--but why not tell me what to
gargle and what kind of snuff you use. It seems queer to be writing

i =
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I wish I could describe the impression that the homes of the two
girls make on me. They are so different and so personal. At
Winifred's there is the feeling of the efficient housekeeper and
careful mother who is doing so much for her three dear ones and
being so brave doing it alone. The rooms are so pretty, the outside
i1s growing to be so personal,neat and orderly.2n attractive home
and love is there--the doing things for the rest of the family.

At Rutht's? It is more the atmosphere of the whole family at work
doing for each other. The kiddy kars are apt to be in the front
yard--the orchard lot has the rabbit hutch and the several little
patches of garden that do not mske one harmonious picture but
several dear little pictures. The children are supposed to play in
the back yard but the front poreh is preferred. The grounds are
being brought into a new orderliness,the lawn is being cut and
raked,and plants are being trimmed and replanted,and plam trees
cut so that the clean windows can shine on pesserbys--but one would
know there was a femily of children there. In the house--there is
an efficiency that seems odd to connect with my little girl--but

it is like the efficiency of Mother Carey's Chickens--have you all
read 1t? The working together--not always perfect becsame little
hands have not yet learrned to do things just right. The odor of
burned gingerbread will make you to know that one of the girls
forgot to watch closely enough--but that gingerbread will be eaten
end enjoyed, just the same. The girls are teking care of their own
Tooms,and prizes that come unexpectedly at uncertain times keep
them 211 on the lookout for the inspection that comes they know not
when,and keep them all on their mettle. Whatever Mother is inter-

_ested in,her girls are interested in. Fach one has her own work

- %o do,and they take turns in the different kinds of work. larmie
hates dighwashing,but she cannot stand to have the silver or any
other drewer out of order--Like her mother who could live in any
kind of an outward confusion but the dresser znd its drawers must
be in order--like her father before her. The atmosphere must, of
necessity be different from Winifred's with her boys and ycunger
ones. But the two girls are go different. Winifred has always

1ooked after the details but Ruth has not had that education and

- to see her doing things now amazes me. I confess that T have

twinges of pain sometimes when I find her washing,ironing, scrubbing

- ‘cooking etc.etc. Yet that is all foolishness on my part and I know
thet she is learning lessons that she needs to kzzmr learn,and
know that she is very happy in doing it all because she feels it
is her part of the world's work that she is doing. Both girle have
that feeling. Neither one of them know much about real economy, I

- 8uppose,and it is another very interesting thing to watch how they
~are both manasging. What seems so necessary for one person seems
extravagance for another,you know. They are both worki%g out soT%

~ real problems,bless their dear hearts. Can any one tell°-me how

happens that all of my children are so adorable and fine?

~~ But I must tell you about the Penfield flitting. Sunday perbert

~znd Mame took Baby Herbert and Jean and went -ut to thetrtr home witk

1 that they did not want to send in the trunks and boxes
%ha%a%ereAgo goyon Monday. They hung up their best clothes in tre

closet and left a wet diaper to show that the house was taken.
The next morning we had breakfast early and we went out with


















350

H
CAMP DODGE
IOWA
Saturday Afternaon.
Dear Wide; .
I received your fine letter of the 36th some days ago.
I have read parts of it,especially that about surgical shock to several
of the other captains,and we were all very much interested. If you are
on the track of anything that will be of assistance to us in that matter
we all hope you will speed up as much as possible,and have the stuff
ready againset that day-you know. But anyhow,I am glad you have the
opportunity do do such work,and wouldn't it be a wonderful experience
for you,ifyou should find the dope necessary? You could feel that you
had been instrumental in saving the lives of so many,many of our own
men,while the best we can hope is that we may get a good swing at one
ofthose Huns,and we spend considsrable time telling what we would do to
the yaiser,if we should happen to get him. I think it is the consensus
cof opinion that we would take a chance on making an end of him right
away,and then fix it up with royalty afterwarde. But,of course, you know,
that may sound like counting your chickens etc. But we are getting
terribly bloodthdmsty;you could hardly imagine a pedagog like me getting
into that condition,could you?

But,Wide, thies is the life,as the o0ld song has it. I never
did anything inm my young life that I liked better. Somehow or other
there must have been a combination of heredity and training in my make-
up that just fits me into this work here. I have 240 men,and five
lieutenants for each and everyone of whom,I am,n a terribly important
Place. .
REEAXEEXLXXXE® Wow,here it is,Monday Evening,and thie letter is not
even well started. I don't remember what it was that stopped it Satur-
day,but I'll try to pick up the thread.

We have had some real army life today. It's a situation
that may develop at any time. My voice is no good tonight,no good at
all, for I have been yelling all day until it hurte. Yes,I try to "use
my diaphragm" whatever that is,but it's the voice box that needs help.
This whole thing would seem terribly---- oh,rats,now I know what it
was- just as I was writing to you,came a card from your mother announcing
the heir,and say boy-congratulations,isn't &t fine to have a real he
boy of your very own,I'm so glad. Now you have a right to feel proud.
Well,many happy returns,many of them. —- Oh,yes, this army work might
seem terribly complicated to an outsider,and moest of the time it seems
8o terribly complicated to us here. I have a pretiy large company now
and 1t takes a whole lot of wrok drilling them. 35 of them are absolutely
illiterate,a number of them,well,defective. We gave them the psychologiaal
test,and quite a number,about eix,I believe had to have sopecial tests,
and a couple of those were not more than five years erd. Say,Wide I
believe those men that are giving the government the benefit of their
experience and skill in conducting these tests are doing really a
wonderful work. It may interest you to know that we all took the tests,
and I was fortunate enough to get rather well acquainted with the man
who had change. He showed me the graphs of the results of the test. It
happens that one of my lieutenante led the division with a mark of 407,
our of 413. He ie the highest man in the last 100,000 who took the test,
and is fourth highest in the USA. How's that. I was fortunate enough to
get 361,which was pretty high-for a captain. Our company tested about
the highest in v ,for ‘ .
graphsgmade ehoggggd%hésgggu{%s %gragﬁga griogéeggang%%%?r Qﬁg £
engineers ran highest,the artillery next,and the infantry next. Then
came the quartermasters,and guess whc came lowest. Guess! You may
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as well face it,yes,it waes the medics. The infantry crossed the
artillery a 1little,and actually went higher in the highest places,but
averaged a little lower,but the medics were higher only than the negroes.
But as ams matter of fact,Wide, the professicn needs a boost in the
army. There are some rotten medics here,and,ves,alsc there are some
wonderfully fine men. Our major is just great,very capable,very much
interested in each case,very painstaking,and also our battalion
captain is very good,but there are a couple of men at our infirmary
that I wouldn't trust a lead pencil to. They are rotten. It seems

to have worked out this way: The very successful men, those who have @&
done so well in civil 1life that thay can afford to go into the army and
be sure toxaxixxzkkx® attract a practive afterwards,and the very

poor ones, to whom a lieutenantes salary looked big,and who had no pract
practice to leave anyway. And those are the men who brought down the
average,and possible some of the older men-helped alsc. I had one
bveautiful row withthe dentist captain who had charge of the teeth
examination ofthese men. He was sticking his fingers into one mouth
after another,withut washing them,and I reported him to the major. When
the major was away the captain found me and tried to tell him what he
thought of me. I told him what I thot,too,and it got so loud,and he
was getting so much unenviable advertieing that he cut it out. He got
‘the idea he was the head of something and that I had no authority where
my men were concerned. Had & nice time. i

But today has been a corker,Wide. ‘It has been hot,hot,
and-oh,yes,I went riding yesterday afternoon,and went too far,t guess,
and now I just hate to eit down. It ‘took off .about two square inches
of hide,and I feel guite raw and chafed over quite an area in-no woman's
land.)We can get horses just about whenever we like. An orderly takes
care of them,and they are all saddled etc. It's quite fine-but I prefer
a Phord. . , :
’) . Oh,xes,it has been hot today. One man in another company
fell dead on the “back from the field. The officer in charge let
the battalion stop mear a watering trough,and many of the men took
drinks. Thies man developed a fit right away,and .was dead before anyone
coild help. Our men were inoculated Satiirday for the second time for
typhoid,parityphoid(?) etc,and today they are a pretty sore,sick lot.
The heat has been pretty hard on them. As the best of luck would have 1t
we drill near a grove of trees,and I do most of my company work there. It
is right in my arsa. But much of the work has to be done out in the
blaze. We were short of officers,for one rsason or anothexm today,and
we had no non coms,as the foreign officers had all of our trained men
out on maneuvars, running them all over the country. They marched miles
with packs,crawled hundreds of yards,and splashed through mud and water.
Well,but this after noon, there was only one liesutanant and my first
sergeant left me to drill about 180 men. So the ol' man had to pitch in
and that's the reason I can't talk-much. Drill is interesting,really is,
and ons watches the play of personality in the men. But we aure had a
gmueling time of 1t today.

When're we going across? I'd like to know myself. But
we are getting closer to it. They are sending us dope now ®very day,
about boxing equipment etc. and I guess August will see us at least
at- an Atlantic Port. But no one has any real dope. I don't think it
will hold over another winter,however. We may as well go back to
civilian l1life,so far as this work ie concerned. Aside from those blisters
on my-skin ,I am not injured in any way,at present. Id don't like the
dust,nor anything,but it's a great life as I sald above.

: I really don't think thers will be any possibility of
my getting a chance to run up to Bosting when I go East,but if I can

arrange it,I might go to H
e - ,gh éive omy uf.g‘%q ggeﬁefeoﬁ'figw‘p’ermissible?a.nd you

%g g? men@i%ﬁ gflt%og ew?%ggbb%éﬁit%gnéﬁcggggog§ pgugo%%%kfemember the
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Eachunit in the service has auxillary troops,for example:--
A regiment has a Machine Gun Co. a Supply Co. and a Medical pept.
£ Brigade has,as aux.as yachine Cun Battalion of three companies.

kxBixizdgax
A Bivision has as aux. troop a Machine Gun Battalion of four companies,

ammunition and supply trains,and Military Police. Major General
A Corps has as aux.troop as our Corps Troop of Pioneers,anti“aircraft
Machine Gun: Battalion,Balloon units and Artillery units. Lieut. Col.

Aﬁ Army has auxillary troops like an army troop of Pioneers.

in Army contains a certain number of Copps.

Corps are made up of three Divisions

A Di¥ision is made up of three Brigades,two of Infantry and one of Artilley
A Brigede is made up of two or more regiments Brig. Gen.

Regiment is made up of three Battalions Colonel

A
A Battalion is made up of four companics

A Company is made up of two(usually) Platoons /Z<i-t/
A

Platcon is made up of Squads of seven men commanded by a Corporal

Ours is the First Army Corps Troop,and is auxillary to the First Army

Corps.
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HUDSON, WISCONSIN
This is the dirtiest little city I ever saw. About 20.000 people,narrow
gshort &nd ecrooked streetis, Camp ﬁaéeworth ie a llew York ﬁéticnal Guerd
Gamp;and it is not nesrly ae nice a Camp,nor as well eqaipped as Cemp

UacArthur and there 1s no comperison betwsen the troops.d¥ The 32nd.Division
is way ahead in drill,equipzént and morale. The Division here is the 87th.

put we have nothing to do with the Division.

Gen.Richards 1s to commend the First Corps Troop. Corpe Troops are
auxillary to an Army Corpe. Three Divisions mske up a Corps,and it is
commranded by & Lieut.Generai. 4 certain pumber of Corps meke up an army.

Our Corps Troop will consist of a regiment of Pioneers,an anti-aircraft
Uschine Gun mettalion,some belloon outfit,snd some artillery. e arze to
orgenize here the Ploneer regiment,end the anti-aircraft lschine Gun Bettallam
Te do not know where the.others ére being orgenized,but we will 211 be
together in France. The outlook is interesting and we are anxious %0 get

to work. TVhen we get & teble of orgasnization I will tell you more. '

These Army COrps ~roops are usw things and nothing is publiéhed about
them. Te ere to sort of carve our ewn wey.Pioneers,] expect,do what the
name implies,whatever is necessary,fight build rozds,bridges, tranehes etec.

OQur rewiment of Pioneeis is to be zade out of what was 1eft of the “lst. .
New York infentry,N¥.G. after the reorgsnization of the K.Y.H.G.

nsenerzl Richards will work directly under some Lieut.General. Seme-jobeh? o
: sﬁppose some Lieut.éen.will order the First Corps Troop im(our command )

‘to db certein things,enything. I alsc expect thet as soon as we get our
Pioneer regiment of Infantry and our an;i—airoraft yvachine Gun Battalion
trained we will be ordered to Franoce to report to some Lt.Genersl. I don't

expect that for two or three months yet.



know exactly from the diagram. I hopt you have managed to get off

all of the dirt by now,and that you find everything as comfortable

. @8 you expected. Helen,when I first went %o housekesping I had no

old cloths,and I have never forgotten how horrid it was. Is it not
fine that the few things that were there were the things you re=zlly
needed so much. I am so glad. :

Jenuary is half gone. ljext month will be February and it will be
getting time to plant the first seedlings. Then it wont be long befoce
I can get out in the garden again. I wonder how much of a garden I
will have the courage to attempt this year. I have been having quite
a time of jelly making. Seventy six glasses of jelly and some twenty
quarts of aprle butter is well for January? I expect to can some appk
sauce tomorrow. When Sylvia comes to help for a day & get her to peel
some apples for me and that helps out mightily. Thursday Mrs.King and
I will cleesn the basementagain. Oh ¥es,epeaking of the basement makes
me think,I was down there at work yesterday morning when Willard Trask
came. He came to St.Paul to enlist in the Medical Dept. I have never
cared much for Willard,but he has improved so much and he certainly said
more interesting things yesterday--he was here for about three hours--
than has any other person who has been in the house for a long time.
He understands conditions out in Montana wonderfully well., His father
and many other sheep men are selling wool to the government for 30¢ as
against 57¢ of last year and 80¢ market price this year. That is real
patriotism.

But I am going to say goodnight--

Mother
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