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1Tr. Bernard r3 er,Jlson, 
Uirector, 
Behav1o-a1 c ~~q;nc~ 1~ogrn= ... _.,. . ,i. _;,_ t,.j,.., 1 . \--., ... ,.\.., ,._) - _. !;,,.4,0..l) 

The Ford toundati~n, 
477 Madison Avenue, 
New iork 22, 
N. y . 

Dear ~r. ~erelson, 

lq::;$'" 

20th. December, l9?S. 

Thank v0u ver·r nucl--i f'.)r vour note of 
December 15th. We will kAep a sharr look-~ut for the 
public anno1mcenient t.ha t :rou ncn+.~.0•1. 

T~e re~~nt nducntional grant by the 
Ford Foundation hQs arJused a ereat deal of extre~ely 
favorable co!'llment here at .era 11, not onl v for the mag­
nitude of the rrant, but f0r the foresight and judgeme"lt 
manifested b:r i t,s prnvi sio'1. I a1;1 sure this typP. of sunport 
will pay the bir,~est possible dividends to the American 
People . I wonder if there are any plans fnr this type of 
help for the Canndian Universities. 

He have just had a card from the von 
Grunebaums telling about a Christmas party the Dorfmans 
have just held for the remaining original inhabitants of 6019 Ingleside. There was apparently much reminiscing 
about "the good old days". 

••i th my very hest wishes for the 
holiday season, 

Sincerely yours, 

Theodore Hasmussen, M.D . 



BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES PROGRAM 

THE FORD FOUNDATION 

477 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW Y ORK 22, N . Y. 

Dr . Theodore Rasmussen 
Department of Neurology and Neurosurgery 
Montreal Neurological Institute 
3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 

Dear Rasmussen: 

December 15, 1955 

As you probably know by now the Foundation was 
unable to support the proposal you and Dr. Penfield sub­
mitted for fellowship support . However, I did want you 
to know that the Foundation is about to make a grant to 
an intermediary organization for that type of support in 
the broad field of mental health. It will probably be 
some weeks or even months before that organization is 
ready to make a public announcement of its procedures 
under the grant but I did want you to know that there was 
another opportunity for satisfying at least some of your 
needs in that way. 

I am confident that when the public announcement 
is made it will come to your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bernard Berelson 
Director 



TH E f OR ~ FOU N DAT ION 
477 MA D ON AVENUE 

Mr. D. L, Thomson, Dean 
Mt!Gill University 
M'>nt:ree.l, P.Q. 
Canada 

N EW YORK 2 2 , N .Y. 

December 8, 1955 

About a month ago ? vrote ~. WUder Penfield to t6ll him tl.mt the p::roposa.l lie and his colleague Dr. Theodore Basmussen sub­mitted to tbe Foundation und•;r its mental bealtb program was still under eonside:re.tion. The officers and staff of the Foundation hav• now bad a further o;pport1.UU--ty to revi..., the propo-1 together with tbe re~$1.Qtions of e>nr Mvisory Group in, this !riel.d, Kew tha\ ve ttre taking olfie.ial an:Lon l amw1ti.:ng to tell you that the founda.ti.o:n ctannot support thei:r a,ppl1oe.tion. 

As you perhaps know, the response to our announcement ot this program wa.s extensive. The Foundl.ti-0n is gratified at the large number of proposals reeeived and is mo$t interested to learn further of current aotivtties in the field of mental health. You will ncall from e>ur announeement that "persona and institutions coneidei-tng application are e.sk«d to note that the .foundation ex­pects to aupport only e. tw pi-ograms in the indicated areas ... I • 10:rry" cannot spread our support 1n the :field more widely and J: am sure you 'Will appreciate that a certain n'Ull\ber of meritorious proposal.a must necessarily be rejected. 

I• grateful to ,ou for your interest in thia program and l am sorry our reply cannot be fe.vorable. 

Sincerely youra, 

Copies to Dr. Wilder Penfield and 
:nr; Theodore Basmuasen 



Mr. H. Rowan Gai.ther Jr., 
i'rcaident, 
1''ord Foundation, 
655 Eadison Avenue, 
New York 21, 
ti.Y. 

In lleeemher, 1952, the ?'ord Foundat,ion was approached !'or supr-ort. of the scientific work of the Montreal Neurological Institute, a11d a. brochure stating its needs sent to t;r. Bernard iforolson. It wa.s oonside:red at that. t:tme that our application did not coi:n.e within the terms of reference or tli.~ objcotiv.es ·of the J?ord foundation. In view of the :recent pt1blic announcement that the Ford Foundation has @.llocoted a sum or money for researeh con• cerni.ng mental illness. we hope this application can now be r'fJConside:red. 

We need an tu1dowzurnt ot $500,000.00 for the establishment of reseiireh fellowships in our ecientifie laboratories, w11<,re continutng studies of .fundamental aspect,$ of the function of the nr:i-.rvous system are under way. 
"Vfo beli t}Ve that 1-aa(jor advances in the prevention and cure of rnt:.rn.tul illnesa will come through long range, uninterrupted, basic study of the nervous system. such as can be carried on only in well equipped laboratories 'in which the basic neurologic disciplines nre closely inte• grated with e~ch other, and with clinical problenua presented by patients aufft:ring from psychiatric and neurolo!~ie diseases. Support of uasic research in nervous system function and dysfunction, in our opinion, provides the type of investment in the field of rnental illneetJ that is most apt to i-eap important dividends. 



r. H. own dith r Jr. 6th. u u t, 1955 

1hor is at this Institute unique opportunity to stttdy the functions nf the hu1 an brain t.hrough th bundant low of patients \~· th foe l cere-br l .izure r,quiring operation undir local en sthesi . Physio > • ical ohs rvationo made at th operating t ble al..oot daily 1 ve cl es of funda ontal import nee that furnish guid nee for laborutory invostig~tion of asic physiologic nat,ure into the function of the rain. similar --iow of p·tients with other typos of neurological diweases, tumor, demyelinizing djseases etc. furnish a similar guidance for asic putholoD"1C and chemical investigations.. 

ln thP- brc,ehure mentioned above• the needs or th· scientific and clinical divisions of the Institute 'Were cA cribed. 1 ring the pat.t three yenrs so e of theee 1ave been provided f'or. 'l'he conotruction of a new wing, generously provided for by .< • J .w. l,:cConnell and some of his frien, a in J, ontreal, has doubled both the laboratory space and the hospital t,ryace. Additional endowment, also from rr. cConnell, has provided . "or the minir.ium basic running expenses of three of the nstitute's f'ive research iaborat,orios, namely the Laboratory or Neuropathology, tne Laborat.ory of :h urophy.siology, and the Laboratory of Neuroanatomy and fodical r curopatholo y. The a sic running expensuo of the fourth, the L·l oratory or ieu:rochem stry, are provided for in ·rnrpotuity by a grant fror.1 the Cana.oian Donner Foundation. The f..tfth• the Laborat ry for Res arch into 1.ulti le .. ·clerosis, lives a d· n ..;rous existence on a y arly grant from the Canadian V:ultiple .,_)c lerosis • ociety. All f' ve of th .sc laboratories hav b ~en well equipped dth instruments nurcha.sed with special rants derived larg ly f'rom th ,anadian o vt: rnr ~nt. 

It has >Oen 1 ces ary; however, ·to finance the prof ssional personnel of these laboratori s in lar e part by means of yearly grants for special projects. 
Tt.e stability of perr,..anent endowment is es ntial to aint~ :i.n th • hi. hly skilled and p .cialized staffs of tlese la oratories, nd to promote efficient operation of th labor tories. e need an ondo\vraent of 500,000.00 for ~stablishmcnt of resoarc fellowships . T e y rly income from such an endo, ient would insure the sup ort of ·the res rch fellows on \morn tho producti ven ss of the rose rch laboratory larg ly dep nda. ,e would pro-



Mr. H. Rowan Gaither Jr. 6th. Augunt, 1955. 

pose that this money be used for junior or senlor 
fellowships ranging from ~2, 000.00 to -;£,,000 .00 or 
t e.000.00 yearly, depending on the need of the labora~ 
tories at the time. The holder of' such an award could 
be designated ttford P'oundation :tellow or boholar1t. 

The establishment of the fellowships 
describeci above on a permanent basi:3 would be or great 

importance in promoting £undamental studies of nervous 
system function from which we belleve the really major 
advances J.n the £ield of mental disactse will come. 

\--ve would be pleased to amplify this 
applloat1on, or to meet. with repreaentattves of the 
J."ord Foundation, if' further info.rmat1on 1s desired. 

Sincerely yours, 

Wilde:r Penfield., 

Director 

Theodore Rasmussen 

Profee.sor of Meurology and Heurosurgery and Deputy Director. 
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THE FORD FOUNDATION 
477 M A D I SON A V ENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N . Y 

JOSEPH M . McDANIEL, JR. November 7, 1955 SEC R ETARY 

Dr. Wilder Penfield 
Director, Montreal Neurological Institute 3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 

Dear Dr. Penfield: 

This is simply a note to tell you that the proposal you submitted to the Foundation under its mental health program is still under consideration. 

As you perhaps know, a very large number of proposals were submitted to the Foundation and it is inevitably taking some time for the Advisory Group and the staff to review and appraise all of them. 

We at the Foundation simply want you to know that our evaluation is still in process and that it will be some weeks, and perhaps even longer, before a final decision on your application will be reached. 

I am sure you appreciate the need for time in such matters and I wish to express the Foundation's gratitude for your understanding. 



31st. August, 1955. 

Mr . Bernard Berelson , 
Dt ro.ctor, 
Boh~vioural Sciences Program, 
The ~ord Foundation, 
4 77 i•1adi oo n il.ver.ue, 
New 'fork 22., 
N.Y. 

Dear Mr . Berelson, 

Thank you for your letter to Dr. Penfield of August 15th . I aw enclosing an additional seven copies of our pro~bsal"&iliong with eight copies of a covering letter from Dean 'L'homson, Vice Principal of McGill University . 

~ome members of vour advisory group are, I am sure, familiar with the work of the Montreal Neurological Institute . We would, of course, be happy to have a-riy representatives of this group or the Ford FJ:oundation visit us for a closer look at our facilities and program. 

,· Dr. Penfield and/ or I would be happy to come to New York to discuss our application further if this is desired . 

Sincerely yours, 

Theodore Rasmussen, M.D . 



COFY 

Mr. Bernard Berelson, 
Director, 

August 29th, 1955. 

Behavioural Sciences Program, 
The Ford Foundation, 
477 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, 
N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Berelson, 

I have read the letter of hugust 6th, 1955, 

in which my colleagues LJoctors Penfield and Rasmussen 

apply for a fund of $500,000 to endow research fellow­

ships in the Montreal Neurological Institute, under 

your new Mental Health Program. McGill University 

would indeed be happy to see this proposal receive 

favourable consideration. 

DLT/nc 

Yours sincerely 

Sgd. D.L. Thomson 

Vice Principal 



THE FORD FOUNDATION 
477 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22, N . Y 

BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES PROGRAM 

Dr. Wilder Penfield 
Director, Montreal Neurological Institute 3801 University Street 
Montreal 2, Canada 

Dear Dr. Penfield: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your application to the Foundation for the endowment of research professor­ships at the Montreal Neurological Institute. 

Since you are applying under the terms of our mental health program I must ask you to submit another seven copies of your proposal. You will note that eight copies of the application are requested in our announcement . 
You will also note that ''Each application must be accompanied by an official letter of submission from the principal administrative officer of the sponsoring institu­tion, or an officer specifically designated by him." If the Institute is the sponsoring institution,then, of course, your submission is sufficient. However, if McGill University is considered as the sponsor, I would be glad to receive a letter of sponsorship from the chief administrative officer of the University. 

We are glad to have your application under this program and you may be assured that we shall bring it to the attention of our Advisory Group. 

Sincerely yours, 

Bernard Berelson 
Director 

~ ~<M l} " <) 
~ ~~ o:J ctvi_'r~ 

~lL ~ ~ ~ ~~!) 



Dean D. L. Thomson 1 
Vice-Principal, 
McGill University . 

Dear Dean Thomson: 

August 24th , 1955 

I am enclosing a copy of an application Dr.Penfield and I have made to the Ford Foundation for support under their programme of support for research in mental health, recently announced. A copy of this announce~ ment is also enclosed . You will note that there is a 
September 1st deadline . 

If this application meets with your approval , could you let me have eight copies of a letter indicating approval and sponsorship from you as the Acting Chief Administ ­rative Officer of the University . I will then attach one copy of your letter to each of the eight copies of the application and send them in for consideration . 

TR/AD 
Encls . 

Sincerely yours , 

Theodore Rasmussen, M.D. 



C O P Y 

Mr . H. Rowan Gaither Jr., 
• President, 

F'ord Foundation, 
655 Jmdison Avenue, 
lfaw fork 21, 
N.Y. 

Dear Mr . Gaither, 

6th. August, 1955. 

In December, 1952, the ford Foundation was approached for support of the scientific work of the Montreal Neurological Institute, and a brochure stating its needs sent to 14r. Bernard Berelson . It was consider"ed at that time that our a.pplioation did not com~ within the term3 of reference of the objectives of the Ford Iloundation. In view of the recent public announcement that the Ford Foundation has allocated a sum of n10ney for research con­cerning mental illness, we hope this application can now be reconsidered. 

We need an endowment of $500,000 .00 for the establishment of research fellowships in our scientific laboratories, where continuing studies of fundamental aspects of the function of the nervous system are under way. 
We believe that rnaijor advances in the prevention and cure of mental illness will come through long range, uninterrupted, ba_sic study of the nervous system, such aa can be carried on only in well equipped laboratories in which the basic neurologic disciplines are closely inte• grated with each other, and with clinical problems. presented by patients suffering from psychiatric and neurologie diseases. Support of basic research in nervous system function and dysfunction, in our opinion, provides the type of investment in the field of mental illness that is most apt to reap important dividends. 



r. r. H. Rowan Gaither Jr. 6th . August, 1955 

There is at this Institute a unique opportunity to study the functions of the human brain through the abundant flow of patients with focal cere­bral seizures requiring operation under local anesthesia. Physiological observations made at the operating table almost daily give clues of fundamental importance that furnish guidance for laboratory investigation of basic physiologic nature into the function of the brain . A similar flow of patients with other types of neurological diseases, tumors, demyelinizing diseases etc. furnish a similar guidance for basic pathologic and chemical investigations. 

In the brochure mentioned above, the needs of the scientific and clinical divisions of the Institute were described. During the past three years some of these have been provided for. 'J.lhe construction of a new wing, generously provided for by Mr . J.W . McConnell and some of his f'riends in Montreal,. has doubled both the laboratory space and the hospital space. Additional endowment, also from Mr. McConnell , has provided for the minimum basic running expenses of three of the Institute's fi.ve research laboratories, namely the Laboratory of Neuropathology, the Laboratory of Neurophysiology, and the Laboratory of Neuroanatomy and Medical i4m.1ropathology. The basic running expenses of tht:1 fourth, the Laboratory of .Neut'ochernistry, are provided for in perpetuity by a. grant from the Canadian Donner Foundation. The fifth, the Laboratory for Research into Multiple ~clerosis, lives a dangerous existence on a yearly grant from the Canadian Multiple Sclerosis bociety. All five of these laboratories have been well equipped with instruments purchased with special grants derived largely from the Canadian Government . 
It has been necessary• however, to finance the professional personnel of these laboratories in large part by means of yearly grants for special projects . 
The stability of permanent endowment is essential to maintain the highly skilled and specialized staffs of these laboratories, and to promote efficient operation of the laboratories. We need an endo·wment of $500 ,000 . 00 for establishment of research fellowships . The yearly income from such an endowment would insure the support of the research fellows on whom the productiveness of the research laboratory largely depends. We would pro-



Mr. H. Rowan Gaither Jr. - 3 - 6th. August, 1955. 

pose that this money be usea for junior or senior 
fellowships ranging from J2 ,000.00 to ,1i6,000 .00 or 
tS ,000.00 yearly, depending on the need of the labora­
tories at the time. The holder of such an award could 
be designated "Ford Foundation Fellow or Scholar" . 

The establishment of the fellowships 
described above on a permanent basis would be of great 
importance in promoting fundamental studies of nervous 
system function from which we believe the really major 
advances in the field of mental disease will come. 

We would be pleased to amplify this 
application, or to meet \'\Ji. th representatives of the 
:ford Foundation, if further information is desired. 

Sincerely yours, 

Wilder Penfield, 

Director 

Theodore Rasmussen 

Professor or Neurology and Neurosurgery and De.puty Direc'fJor. 



The Ford Foundation, 
477 H&ciison "Venu1;;, 
Nev, York 22 t 

N .Y . 

Gentlemen: 

25th . June, 1955. 

We have been interested in the recent press release announcing the program of the Ford Foundatton for the · support of research into mental health. I am told that you havfJ a laafl~t describing this program in more detail, and I would appreciate very much y<,,ur sendinr it to me along with any other explanatory material you have related to current activities of the Ford Foundation in supporting researd1 into mental and neurological illness. 

5incerely yours, 

Theodore RamnussHn, M.D. 

Professor of Neurology und NeurosDrgery. 
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