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Notes on my visit to Mrs. Barbara McPhee

Mrs. McPhee is the grand daughter of Alexander MacDonald, b. 29 October, 1863, d.
March 1, 1952

Dr. Alexander MacDonald graduated from McGill in 1889. He was born in Mongenais,
Quebec. [His name is spelled McDonald in the McGill calendar and sometimes is listed
as being born in Mongenois, Quebec.]

He spoke Gaelic and French before attending school, where he learned English. He
learned to speak French by playing with the French children living opposite his home.

MacDonald initially decided to enter the ministry. He changed his mind after recovering
from tetanus, having developed an interest in medicine while recovering. He presented
himself to the Faculty with $2.50 in hand and said that if they let him in, he would repay
anything he owed. He rented a room on Bishop Street in return for milking the cow,
walking it to the mountain for pasture and milking it in the evening.

He practised all his life in Vankleek Hill, Ontario. He purchased a building and made it
into a hospital which lasted many decades. Surgeons would come from Montreal to
perform complicated operations. MacDonald always cut the hospital grass. This building
still stands, enlarged, and is the MacDonald Residence for seniors, on 24 Bertha St.
Vankleek Hill. Patients often paid him in kind.

He looked after the nuns in a local convent (now closed, originally a Belgian order) plus
any other clerics, at no fee. Towards the end of his career, he received an ornate card
celebrating his 50 years of service, containing $50. He loved the card.

Mrs. Barbara McPhee
1405 McFee Road
Vankleek Hill, Ontario
KOB 1R0

Presented Dr. MacDonald’s 1889 Bausch & Lomb microscope to the Osler Library on
17 May, 2010.

Pamela Miller
18 May, 2010
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