QP4 @
/7 33



\

£
}\'

-

January .7 1933
11%2 La Psre Drive..
Los Angeleg,California

Dear Wilder and Hslen:

I am late in writing,but this is the first
time I have written the new year date--1933.
Perhaps the excitement of Christmas tired

me more than I realized and that gave entrand

to one of these flu colds that has gripped

almost everyone this winter. At any rate it !
nas seemed more of an exertion to think of |
writing than it should,and I yielded to the ‘
tenptation of being lazy trusting that my |
dear ones would forgive me,as they always do.|

T am sitting on the edge of my bed with the
lovely portable radio that came to me on
Chriatmas,giving a delightful concert.Just
now the orchestra is playine"lMicshty like a
Rose." The radio was a joint present from
Jack and his family,Armor and Klizabeth,
Willis and Margaret,and dear irs Merrill

who begred to be allowed to join them in the
gift. T am enjoying it as they would have

me do could they but know how much that 1s.

Thile my ears are busy wlth music I use my
eyes just as industriously in gazing on the
beautiful ring from Spain. In a letter that
came from you a couple of days ago were you
trying to make me understand that you bought
that ring at the rastrow? I am glad that you
found the rastro so intersesting this trip,
but I rather raise my eysebrows when I try to
picture this ring as having come from there--
I believ my eommission was a twisted silver
ring not to cost mors than fwenty-five cents:
Tt 1ig vary beautiful dear children,and I love
1t. To tell the truth I have been a bit lone-
ly without any rings. :

Hartley and Dorothy gave me a magazine rack
such 28 T have been wanting for long,Mrs.Mill
Peritz' 01d Testament history,a book used in
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colleges as a textbook,and recommendad by

Mr Ayling. .I wanted it verymuch,and was de-
' lighted with it.Herbsrt and llary geve me a
® 1ovely begonia plant, that makes me happy -~
and how many flowers and plants I received,
ay romm was a bower,and still is lovely.
Yean made me blate of fudge,Pat gave me a
cactus plant . George and Ann thsir photogra:
"111is and Yarcaret a beautiful big photo-
eraph of 1little Ruth Penfield.A five pound
box of choecglates from the SanJose daes,
A beautiful kitted Jacket made in Austria,
from Earnest and Mary. Just as fast.as I
cen,I shall write to each of the dear grand -
children in 'ontresl about their lovely gifts

In answer to xhe card I sent to Mrs.

Platt and Eloise Benedict,came a letter from
Eloise,telling of the pasgssing of her mother
last May. She wrote about it to Helen, she
said,but had heard nothing from her--and
no wonder,she sent the letter to 200 Cote---
In answer to a card sent Will Hall and his
wife,in Milw ukes,I had a letter from her
telling of the passing on of Will last
February. I have moved about so much that
the cards I sent were more like announcements
of my dddress. The letter from Will's wife
saddened me because she seems so hopelessly
lonely--nothing he comfort her and a dwell-
ing on his months of suffering filling her
thoushts.
A letter from Helsn Sanford telling of Irvine
Clague's trouble (Florence Clagues son,in
Chicago. He has been out of work, Photography,
for nearly two years.They have a charming ]
little baby eirl,two or three ysars old-- j
Loulse,his wife,is most energetic and capa-
ble,but she has just come out of the County |
Hospital where she went for th- removal of
& tumor. And that made me cadder than any
thing else,for I am helpless to help .them.
Father would want so much to do somsthing,
and Florence would do everything possible to!
help one of my children!
That all sounds as if I were unha»py--no I

rréfg < 'é'f? :

ppy and grateful
ny

p where it seems that it is
eélp. I want to say oodles more,but I am trembling ,so

"I am not--I have too much Lo make me hg

§

but I wish I could hel

right to h
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Monday,Jan, 99

There were so many things I did not say yesterday that L held the
letter c¢pen until today. If I could only get up and get rested---
I ache &1l over;and am so tired.! Now that 1s a nice,horrid way
to begiriia letter. .

Did you receive my letter telling you aboht my mishap with the =k
chair? You have not referred.to it so I thought I would ask. I am
glad that you d4id not get anything to weorry you, from me.

T wanted to tell you what lMrs.Ross said a»rout Jeff. <che was here
last week. Said she was sorry not to have seen Wilder when hse was
here, "But I saw Jeff." lrs.K.had told Jeff that lirs.Ross was con
ing and®that she knew both his father and mother, that.he could m=a.
git on tha porch and watch for her to come, that she drove a blue
car. S0 h3 was gitting there when lrs.Roes came. He looked up at
‘her with nis most winning smlle and said "I am Jeff." Of course %
that woa her heart wholly and completely.Jeff was mnot shy with nea
at all,;--He was'in hils' own setting,don't you see? He was at home
and she the stranger.mhile here with so jgany new faces,and out of
his owrs environment, the poor little fellow was lost. lirs.Ross said
further that he was charming,hls manners:at the table were perfecT
and when Nrs.K,asked him if he would not be‘ter come and have

his nap,hé assented willingly and happlly. Although hw did not go
to sleep for a long time he laid there quletly without a word,as
they diiscaversd when Mrs.X.0oened the bedroom door . She was

moet e}th@siastic about him in every Wayfand 80 proud that she

}‘!‘\4.;“_..; siall —— A




knew him.

This is Tuesday and my letter not tfinished. Callers came in and
then I was too tired to wkite any mors.

Your gecond letter about Spain,the one about Granada,came yester-
day and soon after reading that,and while my mind was full of what

<

| you had written,I read this artiecle about Toledo. I enjoyed it so
¥ mueh that I thought yvou might enjoy it,too. i
“é I+ 18 rather amusing,but now I do not sit in my chair,at all

the bad 1s so much more comfortable. I havs been known,several
times,to lie quietly asleep for thres hours,may»e a little more,
T™hat 18 not the usual thing,as yet. I call lrs.HMills for attentlox
about every two hours,and rotate sitting up with the back rest,so
that my feet may hang over the side of the bed pasting on & box
=pillow-covered,and I well-covered so as to keep warm,with the Xyx
lying down. ’
This has been.a very cold winter. And yet,there are places n
near here where there 1s not so much cold. Santa #na,lin @range
county,ig ong of them----- but too far away from my lovely famlly.

—

Iolalid, -

| © Thie letter will be mailed this afternoon,I hope. OCh I love you
I gxm 21l 2o much--Write me about the history of the ring,and of the
1ittle Spanish shawl,and tell me about your Christmas,and above
Qg 2ll how thinge are working out as to the Institute,your re-
]

actions after having -time to think 1t all over,digest your im-
pressiong and the re-actions of the Montreal powers.
with love to all of you and assuring the children that
I shall write them all just as soon as I can,
Your liother.

g oy
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LI32 La Pere Drive,Los Angeles,Czlifornia

February 20,1933

Dear Helen and Wilder:

Mrs.Mills hag gone into town for a while and I am trylns
to do a little writing. I have already nearly come a §
cropper by putting in the paper this way and finding-

T ecannot move the stop so as to let it go full

length. I do not gsem to have very much strength in my
fingers. I hope it will not bother you to find where
120, nakxty

T have been looking over some of the letters of the past
gix weeks. Not very many of them, for you have not had
much time to write,but about as many as I have sent you
to answer,probably. I have the time,but seem pecullarly
lazy vhen it comes to rezlly doing anything. '

n.86 I

&
g8t a mattrass cushion for

the chair,one that will hold its place when I try
to slide into it. But I am buying no unnecessary

things at present. Did you knov that "my"bank at

I am getting along
I do not.use_the handy

handle at the foot and more,for @y heavy body was

making its lmprint on mattrass and springs--for I
Aoryit against the heavy

"It never. rainsg,but it pours

ie-a most true proverb,is that not go?

But to go back-to the bed.

You wrote January 15 that Ruth Mary was still in bed wit
a mild rhumatic fever,thsn,in a later lstter you speak
b€ her having arthritis---I happen to know that there 1is
absolutely nothing "mild" about arthritis,and it did
gstartle me to hear that she had been suffering in that
way. "What a dear,brave girl she has bsen.:.I am very
much interested in her modeling.Please tell me more abou
that. 1Ie she back in school now? But she cannot be in
this cold weather! You speak of how .interested Pris-
cilla was in getting her letter from me--did the other
three receive their letters and were they interssted?
Do they care at all for the clippingsl have sent?

You speak of my servant the bed and my rebell-
18us servant the ehailr. I am not comfortable 1in ths
chair now and seldom get into it,especially as it
takes two psople to help mse into and out of it. I am

9ying to

Hermosga closed ite doors before I had finished the
. feet down,off the bed,when I sit up.

paying of the extra nurse etc?
cannot move about as I should,and I like better to

all right although some people have to wait thelr
turn when it comes to paying the bills that I am

contracting each month.

talking of t

o



book-table and eit with my feet on a pillow and
blanket covered box. Then with a table at my left
within reach of my hand I have the radio and the
many things that I need to use. It makes the

Prenchman's garden at my back and I cannot watch

the 1little boy at play,norcome other things I 1liks
to see,ut I canm get a 1liptld view of the garden in
the mirror o6pposite me. By this arrangement, too,the
platform that  holde ‘the commode is coverd by the bed
which can sasily be moved off when the platform is
needed,and means time -~nd labor caved.XEERXWBXREXR

The tree ig holding its own.lirs Goettin came over
with Armor and Elizabseth some time ago and she told
me that it was all right and not to expect any
growth until waem weather should coms.

Yes,this is a beautiful eclimate--BE6 (Is there not
almost alvays a but?) I really think I should have
been fully as comfortable this winter in a cold
climate. Yas stoves are an abomination--Claigornia
houses are not built. for cold weather and the cold
winds have been nretty constant. I cannot get out
into the sun and so miss in large part all thd
glories that those who can move about can get.

But I love it, just the same,of course.

I am sorry that Ruth Mary must go away to school,
cshe 1s young yet.But--it ean be donse.I went away
when I wag thirteen,and one can be very happy in a
school away from home and parents can,and do,endurse
the separation. All the family here 2aid "Oh I wish
she could coms to me." fven aunt Addi$---To each on
I have said, You could not do it,you have not ths
room".And more than that you would not want her to
come out here.But oh,1f I could only have her. We
have good schools here,you know---but I cannot look
after myself,even.

The photographs you sent? I just know that I wrote
you how much comfort and pleasure they brought to us
all.  The pictures of Herbert are better than others
but he is a bad subject T think,and I am rather
particular,--I am not quite satisfied,yet.

yes,you sent the negatives, thank you,over and over.

Oh,I hope you have been able to help Mrs.Piper.. I

T have often wondered about the one who went back to
Montreal with you from here. Was her opsration a
sucecesga?

In view of the disatrous exchange,why would it nos
be better for you to bank all of the money you re-
ceive from the States in a bank in_th "




4,
that you could use U.S.chscks for U.S.bills? That
would be cheaper and easier for you.

I am so sorry about the shortage of money to meet
the requirsments--but feel that you are right--No
one wante a coat that is made to fit the cloth
rather than the needs. Better to have no coat.

Now this brings me to the letter that came from you
yesterday. "Fron bed to bed."

I am thankful for the wvisit that you had with Franci
Hall.You are resolved to slow down and hope that
Helen will---My dear,if you will show an ineclination
to follow Dr.Hall's advice she will do the same--

if for no other reason than to set you an example in
how it can be done. And oh dear children do conserve
your strength.I know how Helen lives your 1life with
you,and your overworking and overworrying,reflects’
iteelf on her. Here is my prayer for you both--that
you may think joyous optimistic thoughts and enjoy
the gladness of each day, forgetting the things that
may seem worrisome. Remember that God is @ood and
gands godd to His children.

Chatham Hall,Virginia--how wonderfully aristocratic
and exclusive that sounds! I rather glory in the
sound of it. Do your banking in both countries,and
then there will be no exchange,and neilther country
w11l be cheated out of a penny from your action.

David is getting up nlicely from the scarlet fever,
but even he cannot run or play strenuous games
for many months., Poor Stuart not so good. He has
been seriously 111 but the Dr.hopes that he is on
the road to recovery. He 1s stlll in bed,not
allowed to step foot to floor.He sent ms word that
he would have to learn to walk all over again, too.
He thinks,if I am not using my chair,thatlit might
e nice for him to use 1f I should bs willing.
He 1is very patient,cries very softly to himself
very often but tries to make no extra troubls.
I really do not want to stop writing,but I guess
a nap will be in order bsefore supper time. Bo
much love and sympathy goes out to each and every
ons of you. Remember me with love to Fraulein Berg-
man. Mrs.Mi'ls gends love--her best love,cshe said.
wWith all my heart with you---

Mother,




Los Angeles,California
March 4 1933

Dear Helen:

The fourth of Harch is well on itse
way,and the eigth will soon be here. 1 spent
the whole morning listening in to the
inauguration program,so I help*to get our
latest president started on his way.

In a way it was a rather execiting morning to
s "shut-in." When one thinks of all that
Hoover hag been through,one cannot but wondse!
how Roosevelt will manage the many hard
suestions that are waiting for him to decide
e hae this advantage,however,Hoover has
done everything to make the way smoo>thg for
him that any Christian gentleman can do.

He has urged the Senate and the House and
a1l Republicans to stand by him,and as the
democrats, ‘probably will do the same thing,
--for there are not so many "progressives'”,
or traitors,in their party-- bhe new presi-
dent will have more help than has been glven
to Hoover. And we are all hoping that he
may have a level head and a free hand.

That lovely photograph came yesterday,
and gave me so much happiness. It 1s wonder-
ful to look in the faces of your whole famil
And is Wilder prouhd? Well,pride and happi-
ness just oozes out of him! and why not?

He has a wife and children who would make
any man proud.

The next date that claims my thought is

the eighth--next Wednssday.Oh may the
coming year bring you health and happiness,
dear daughter. There are linss--no,not
lines in your pictured face,but a look in thi
eveg that betoken pain endursed--and it makes
my heart ache,oh Helen dear,grow well and
strong very soon. :

I have spent much time in studying all the
faces in that pileture. Ruth Mary has changed
the most.How T do want to see her and know
her! DBut is there one there whom I do not



long to see? Wsll,of course,l do not
really long for the dog,although he comes

in for his proper share of admiration.

T do thank you and Wilder,so much, for the
pleasure and pride that this photograph has
brought to me.

T wish I could send you & blt of brightness
on your birthday that vould please you as
much.But T can only send love,and more love,

Today is a real summer day that can be felt
in the house,and feels good. Of course those
+ho can be outdoorg have had the summer
feeling very often in gpite of the cold
winds.

©1i-abeth ie teaching,but not enjoying the
vork very much for the children are not
only foreigners but are gub-normal as to
intellect. Hergis her reaction to it--
"Well,I chall learn something there. I look
at those children and I realize that there
are some of them who never hear a pleasant
word at home. I mean to show them love and
kindness so that they may learn to know
what that atmoshere ;g,anywayf‘ Armor goes
to classes three or four days in the week.
Margaret keeps well by taking good care of
herself.Five or six weeks and she will Have
a---boy,I hope.

Tsok's school is now the largest one in L.A.
Tt keeps him pretty busy,but he loves the %=1l
the work,Counting teachers and puplls,he has
4,000 to look after.

To each and every one of you I send lovs,
and an especial amout to you,dear.

Mother.

Stuart is able to be up a part of the day and

can take a few steps.
I heard of a little girl,seven years old,
who was asked what was the differencse betwee
oride and vanity. After a moments thought
aaid "Pride is"Well I don't think much of
you," "Vanity is what do you think of me. "
can you glve a better definition?

ke 2



Los Angeles falifornia
Mareh 15 1955

Dgar Children:

ioday I. want to write a long letter
on so many differt subjects--My birthday,
the Rank situation and the earthouske.
Herbert gent you a telegram SO that,no
matter what your papers nicht say, 7ou
would %now that we were all right. It was
g8 pretty sertious affairiin Long Beach and
¢omnton, ~nd some othhBr beach citise. But
in this nseighborhood no windows seem to j
have been broken, no chimneys fallen.

Phe” *iret habd shoek came when Lrs.
Mm1i1e wae in the ¥itchen getting my dinner
tray®ready. Her Tirst thought' was to hurry
to me for fear I might be frightened.The
house was shaking so hard that she no
Tgaey time in zettlng herse. She di1d" know,at
“4hr time,how battered she was but later

found her leg and ankle were quite lame
from-the battering they had recelved.

She found me clinging: for dear 1life to the
headbhoard of my bed,hut still ready to
laugh with her:; I was sitting up with my
foet over the side of the bed and resting
on-their box,but it seemed as 1f I 'was in
daneer of being thrown out of the bed.
After that the shocks came very frequently
but much lighter. About ten o'clock they
came at longer intsryals. We did not
aleep much,of course. TpwaArds It was after
fivs o'elock before I =lept but I did so
cood“a job then that I nsver knew that a

a pretty severe shock came about six o'cloc
until an hour later., Yecterday was a raths
er heetic day,and Elizabeth and Armor and
their wonderful boy were here until lats,
go I ecould not- write tntiT “nows

Jack was called out” to do-resculng work
early in-.the-evening and workrd: many hours
' 1 'beliéve,but I didnot" get any particula?
Hig school was not injured. Many school
bulldings wers injupsd‘?md they are to



have the Taster; vacation this week rather
than later,in order to give the structural
engineers plenty of time to examine sach
building.

Come wonderful stories. of bravery came over
the radlio intersersed with calls for help.
K.F.0.X one of the Long Beach broadcasting
stations,stayed right on the line during
the whole night,excepting for a few minutes
while the announcer was being haulsd out

of "his booth.. .It was a.small room and the
walls. were lined with shelves of recording
books which bsgan to tumble.  Men outside
~of the booth managed to get the door open
and he was pullsd .out just as an avalanch
came down about four feet deep which would
have buried him. Then he went to work
,again vhile walls of the bullding were
falling all around him.

He had sgent out a call for forty nurzss
doctors and 1060 nurses to report immediatly.
It was not a half hour aftser that before
our:station,XK.H.J.wae calling K.F.0.X.over
and-over again,then "if anyone within sound
of my volee can reach K.F.0.X please give
them thils mescags-—Dr. ----- 1s on the way wil
the required number of doctors and nurses.
X.F.0.X was soon on the air again.

The trouble with the banks? We have never
had,in thig country the good,safe laws

to govern our banks as England has had. It
has been possible for a banker to speculate
with the depositers money.And in this un-
gsettled state of the world,there have besn
men who could not wikthstand temptation.

The ,elosing of all. of the banks:-was in the
interests of the depositers until such time
ag the whole situation ecould be looked into
and new lawg made. - Some of the banks may
never onsn. Those that are known to:be stror
will, probably,open: tomorrow. Others that may
be just are strong will have to wait until
they are proved to be strong. Investigators
are at work,but it tekes time. But as &éch
bank openg we Will know that bank 1is all o.k



After the closing of the Hermosa bank
T could .not 'opsn a new account,as I needed
to use every cent I could get hold of. So
I turned each check,as it came in,to Mrs.
Millse to deposgit in her account with the
Citizens,here. Then came the closing of
the banks,and no monsey could be drawn,nor
deposited,nor cashed,save for small amounts
in change. Fortunately,thirty dollars had
been paid to Mrs Mille a day or two before
g0 she has us=d that as change,and checks
given for any:large amount,that:can be cash
ed when banks are open again. Rvery one
geems to be taking the inconvenience in a
jolly spirit. The banks have let men who
have a payrothl to meet each month,have
enough to give each employee fifteen dollar
Some firms have made arrangements with
csome eafe to give them tckets to be glven
to their employees calling for a fifty cent
meal whenever they want it. People seem to
be trying to help all others out. Rich and
-‘poor ‘are economizing which acts back on thse
merchants,so that men who have credit are
urged to. spend: freely.

I 'had a 'wonderful birthday. Every one
was 80 kind to me. Mrg Mills had an extra
good dinner for me,and Adams came in the
morning and stayed all day. Mrs.Merrill
remembered that it was my birthday and
phoned Margaret not to forget it. Mrs.l.
sent me the most beautiful basket of
spring fahowers--Roses,Iris,ARERNBRIER
anemones and their first cousin Ranuncaless,
sweet pease,tulips, ffessias,and filled in
with maidenhair ferns. Oh the fragrance and
the beauty of color! Willis and Margaret
gsent a beautiful bunch of Talisman roses,
and when Jack came after Adame in the eve.
he broucght another big bunch of the spring
flowers., Herbert and Mary came,she with a
big birthday cake and he,with a bunch of
narcissu, from theiyown gardsn.

Your letter,7ilder,came the morning of
Thursday, full of loving messages. The
Photograph came on Tuesday,as I wrote dear



Helen. Icam so/ proud of 'it,it is so good
- of every one of-vou.
frmor and Wlizabeth could not get over on

Thursday,but the telephonse carried ‘messages
from them. '

I 'have a lot more I would like ‘to talk
about but 'a nap will be better,I'm thinking
We are still having stray shoeks,but not
long ones, It does not.make one feel vsry
good, light in the head,and a horrid feeling
in the stomach. And no. one can tell when
they will come nor when they are through
with their trembling, ~

Love for each one of you;ineluding, of
course,Fraulein Bergman.

Your sother.

Mre.Mi1le' told me to tell you that she

wvas proud of me during the earthquake. I
told her that it was not nacessary to tellm
you that you would knowrthat I would not

be frightened, t=2==- So I pretty nearly did
foreet to'tell 'you. \
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Los Angeles,March 28 1933

Dear Helen and Wilder:
Thisg letter will be full of two surprising changes. We are all a bit
breathless,I think,although the changes are in the Van Nuys home, the
rest of us being still in our usual places.

A week ago Sunday,Faith and Jean suddenly decided to be married
just a week from“that day,March the 26th.
His father had opened a shoe store,in Van Nuys,perhaps a year ago.
Jean was to be hig partner,and spend his time in the store. No salaqy
until the store should warrant it. A few days ago lMr.Imbach decided
that the store did warrant a small salary---hence the wedding.

If Faith was to leave home Jack must find a housekeepsr,and Addie
must find another home. He went to Herbert and Herbert and Mary got
busy. There was no one in the whole family who could take her. Eliza~
beth wanted to do so,but Jack would not hear to that,and Armor had
his reasons against it. The baby was too heavy for Aunt Addie to
lift--and she certainly would try to do so. She is so unsteady on hej
feet---ete. Jack's reasons were good ones,so were Armor's. Good and
right. Of course,l am out of the running entirely. :

Addie had felt that she should not be at Jack's any longer,andhad,

tt geems,induced some of her friends to take her to the county poor
farm to see about her getting in there. I dild not know of that. When

Pa@ heard it she lost all control over herself—ﬁl am not sarning



much money, "she ecried,"but I'11 be darned if Aunt Addie goes to the

poor house." All of the grandchildren are very fond of Addie,and
always have bsen.

Then Geppge stepped to the front. "If I can finish off that extra
bedroom,%nd had some furniture,I would be glad to have Aunt Addie
with us.

On the place that Georgsand Ann's brothsr-in-law have bought,were
houses, One a fairly good and roomy house, the other not much more
than a shack. Ann's sister has two children,and soms furniture,
and the brothsr will be at work on the place all of the time.

So they took the house and Georgse and Ann the shack.

George works nights at the Firestone shops and Ann works day time
at her designing of dresses. George comes home in the early morn-
ing and Ann has breskfast ready for him., Then she takes the car
and goes into town to her work--George sleeps. Then she comes homns
in time for dinner and they have dinner with the other family.
That family is augmented by the brothsr's mother--and theye have
not always been happy in the arrangement. The mother has made
some troublg. But if they were able to fiix up the hpuse--they
would not/¥ble to furnish 1t,and Ann does not have mueh tige for
housekeeping.

Herbert and Mary came over the other evening and explained things
to me. Herbert nag written to Arthur Smith and to Jamie Penfield.
Telling them that they must, somehow,between them all send $15.a
month to pay George for Addie's board.

Of course,Arthur is 81 years old,not able to do much work. Jamie

has marrisd g wife who hateg Addie,and who wants all that Jamie
can make above 8Xpenses for hep narried daughter,

two



They can neither one of them do much,but Horace and Roy may be

able to help out a 1little----yst I am not very hopeful.

I think T wrote you about the fall Addie had a short time ago?

Fell over the hose which had been left on the walk. Fell on her
back,the Dr.who was called immediately by one of the neighbors who
saw her lying there---no one was at home but 1little Stuart,who was
8till in bed. The Dr.thought the hip had been fractured,but when
an X-Ray was taken they found ligaments torn and no break or frac-
ture. She is getting about now with the help of a canse.

Addlie 1is 78 years old,and it is high time that she should stop
trying to do heavy work.

When “ary had finished telling me about their plan for Addie to be
with Ceorge and Ann--Mary said,"Now here is where you come in,
Mother. ™here Aunt Addie goes your furniture does,doesn't it.
Well,of course,I have not much furniture,but it is all that Jack
has in his house,@ave a few diningroom chairs,a bed and dresser--
thinge that beloriged to his fatheriand a willow davenport that he
bought some years ago.

He wants to leave Van Nuys and get nearer his school--and if he

can rent a furnished house, for himself, the two little boys and a
hougekeeper,he can get along.

Perhaps,if I could walk,I could find a house-keeper nurse,and
everything could be left in VanNuys as it ig,Addie and the furniture
d -mean,and I could keep house there,again. I do not suppose it
would cost amny more than the »resent arrangement---but I cannot get
on my feet at all,as yet. '

The arrangement with George would be fine,if thre was some one tocﬁb



the cooking and cleaning. Cug@omehow less work and more play for
NP hrer. George lives in some out-of-the-way place--For compgny she
U8 Y™ 451313 be dependent on the brother and sister. She wlll mlss the
1ittle boys,there will be none of her own thers.
On the other hand,she can go in town with Ann in the morning and
come out at nicht--ghe will have plenty of chickens to talk to--
she can have any amount of flowers,etc.to take care of---If Georgs
has time to dig the beds for her,and she can buy the seeds and
plants. The radio and piano will be missed, too.
I would 1like it if she could have ons of thesePhilco Juniors,such as
T have. Those 1little radios are not expensive and are much company
when one is alons.
Of course,vhat I said about going back to Van Nuys 1s foolish.
I was simply talking---I could not have lrs.idills,and no one else
that has been here seems to know how to handle me as she does. If
I could walk---that would be diffserent. After all,she has a husband
and must take care of him=m

And to whine about things before i am hurt,or any of the family
are hurt,is mighty silly. Some where,somehow, there is the proper
place for us all. Only as I said,we--especially I--are--am--breath-
lssg yet. ~

Margaret egpects to go to the hospital any hour. The Dr.would
not consent to her going to Faith's wedding. No one,but the very
immediate family on both sidss,not even the Penfield,were at the
weddine., If she had invited the Penfield there would have been‘severa(
of Jean's family ecually near who must be invited.I was sorry.

With all love, Mother.

%
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Dear Wilder ‘and Melon: _
I sent off the othsP letter before I was through with all I had to =
say,because I was too tired to think any more,so I send the post~-
seript today.
You asked me,Wilder,how much money I had in the bank when it
closed. #95,04, I have hearf nothing more from them.

I had a few words more to say about Faith's wedding. There k
had been no music prepared and it came over her suddenly that she
could not be married without music. And she dscided that she
must supply her own music. She would do her own singing. Miriam,
her Pomona roommate and accompanist all through Pomona singing,and
often since then,had come down to the wedding from her home in
Ventura. The two girls stepped behind the big screen that was
covered with beautiful flowers and greens,and which hid the piano,
and Falth sang two lovely songs. Then Miriam playsd the wedding
march and Faith came out to join Ekizabeth,her father and Jean,and %
the ceremony took place while Miriam continued playing.

They went down to Balboa where Jack and Ruth had often gone
with the family for over Sunday. They had dinner at a restaurant,
but took an apartment and had breakfast by themselves. All most
informal,and happy. Her dressSwag a simple 1ittles req silk that
she did not have to change before going to Balboa.



®

e gJean had only one day's vacagion from the store. When on their way%ﬂ”“l
gbg §Monday afternoon, they stopped here to see me. She is the happiest v
& B olooking glrl you about ever saw. i
§F4$ Jack wanted them to take the Van Nuys house to live in,but ) 5
p. ~Falth felt she could not do that. They are looking for an unfurn- ﬁ:ﬁ
@ 4 +1ghvhouse in Van Nuys,and Mr.Imbach will furnish it for them. It §<3
= 8 Swill,probably be very simply furnished,but it will be all their veey &
=5 +2own,and we know what that means. o
S < They will go to the Imbach's until the house is found and i
?Eggﬁfurnished. . Faith =aid, "I usged to think that when a couple were Wm ,‘52
ﬁsjmmarrieﬂ that it would be a horrid stupid thing to stay with the il
5 o in-laws,but now I am perfectly delighted.  Why Nanean I shall not £ g
< %have to plan a single meal!" JDf course she thinks it would be fun, &%,
& ¥after she begins to feel regted,to plan for her and Jean--"But that o
S5 «will be:sd different.” e § -]
Ou.l o Just when George will\have his house ready and Addie will e
o owglea~e ¥an Nuys,I do not know. ne of her friends in Van Nuys gave o
O+ Bher a lingerie shower,and, the fifteenth,I think,Elizabeth will give %g‘
.5 Yher a linen shower here,on lrs.Mills' invitation,so I will be a bit 7|
»gn'in At after all, Mrs.lills went down to Hermosa on Sunday to buy Oa |
9 5 %f Nr.Caton a large copper bowl,for Faith from me,and she bought the "i5
+°#f§gadle that will go with 1t. Next month I hope to be able to buy the gg
o o tray that goes with it. But I shall have to hold back on the linen E@
ﬁ‘3f$hower,1 fear. But that 1s all right,perhaps 1 can have the trag, by g
L sy Helen's letter came,and now I am wondering howg&gg % 29
wa cthey got in,and how Jeff could get freckles this time of year,and if »°
ﬁi; gther fund of tirednecss may be depleted by now. Not a cross-word

S5 Epuzzle for me,nor even a Jig-saw puzzle.

Tan much too lazy for any




turned loose a parcel of ants I had caught. I found
that the ants paid no attention whatsoever to my
churches. This was Experiment No. 1. Experi-
ment No. 2 consisted in placing some honey in the
Episcopal church and ringing the bell. Before its
notes had ceased, every last one of the ants had
entered the Episcopal church! Experiment No.
3 was to transfer the honey to the Methodist
church and ring for service. The former devout
Episcopalians now went over in a body to the
Methodist church. In short, in whatever church
I placed the honey, there I would find the ants be-
fore I had finished ringing the bell. From these
experiments there could be but one conclusion:
namely, that ants have intelligence.’

The second excerpt which Mr. Clemens gave
me described an even more delicate experiment.
‘Catching a whole family of ants and establishing
them in a smart little cottage on the bank of a
thread of running water, spanned by a straw for
bridge, I painted the back of the eldest son a
bright blue for purposes of identification, and,
after making him drunk, turned him loose. As he
was staggering home over the bridge, he was met
by the old folks and put to bed. Again the experi-
ment was repeated, with like results. But the
third time the prodigal was caught on the bridge,
zigzagging homewards, his old dad, losing all
patience, took him by the scruff of the neck and
the slack of his pants and threw him into the
water — which went to show that ants have not
only intelligence but also darned good judgment.’

J. R. CLEMENS
Webster Groves, Missouri



ar Arches

is shifted from one
re than 2000 times
1 time your foot hits
round hits back.

ightly.

Examine your shoes to make certain that the
sole, under the ball of your foot, does not round
down in the center or bend up at the sides. If
it does, every step you take tends to flatten the
chort arch across the ball of the foot. Then
the needless pain.










































Jack ig very busy,very happy in his new school,it is the
largest High schosl in Los Angeles.

Margaret's baby girl was born last Friday,March 31. Her
name is Margaret Grace,Mother llerrill's name. She is just
one year and two days younger than Ruth Penfiled. Margaret
feels g0 very well. Better than she has for months. Jack
could not gst to the hospital on time--had some school
meeting,so Elizabeth was with Margaret even going 1lnto the
labor room with her. A man was gtanding around in the
corrider near the nursery,finally Elizabeth spoke to him,
ne seemed so distressed and hebless--"I want to see my baby,
and no one pays any attention to me." Armor said,"What is
your baby,a boy or girl?" He shouted back,do they ever
deliver anything but girls in this damn place? 1If 1t was a
boy I should know what to do with him,but a girl,Il don't

" know what to do with her." The poor,distraught,man. He B

had anout reached the 1imit of his endurance.
For mys2lf,I wish the baby had been called Grace llargaret,
so that she would be ealled by her grandmother's name--but
they did not consult me. -

Yes,there is one more thing that I want to tell you

‘about the family before I begin to talk of Deacon and hls

happinsss.

I think I told you how Bobs liked his work ln the
undertaking establishment? He is crazy over the work,and
hags done some embalming all by himself. A few days ago he
vas working over a man who had died from brain tumor. It
guddenly came to him what it was that he wanted to do.

He wants to be a Dr.and a brain surgeon specialist. When










































1132 T.a Pere vrive
Los Angeles,California.
Dear Wilder and Helen

This morning I heard from the receiver of the Hermosa
Bank. I have the promise now,of their beginning to pay
dividends--sometime. Soon,I hops. Of course that will give
me no money,but will---when paid-- go far towards paying
some rather annoying debts.

My teeth are in pretty bad shape,and must be looked
after. I have enough to warrant me in looking up a dentist
who will come and look my mouth over,and glve me some 1dea
of how!it will cost me to be clean---meaning that I am
conscious of pus in some of the teeth--- and of how much
it will cost to have a brand new set. My mouth neilther looks
well nor feels well,at present. I have no hope of saving
any of them,duff sed.

Later---Armour has just been here-came in for a little mal
call on his way home from examinations---Aunt Addie 1is with
them this week and--Armour says--she 1s golng to stay
there that she shall not go back to the Penfields,that she
is not happy there,that she does so much work that she
looked 1liks a ghost when she came to them,and looks so
much better and happier already. WellGeorge does not
1i%e Armour---Armour does not like George. There are no
conveniences out on George's little farm,and there is any
amount of work to be done,and where there 1s work to be

11410
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I do not think,for a moment that Aunt Addie

has not been happy with George and Ann,

in the range of Addle's eyes and hands--I should 1liks to
see any one keep her from doing it. She is not able to do it
and she uses but little Judgement in the doing of it,so

she over-does and ie sick in bed.Another thing,we do not
all wear the same kind of glagses,and if one does not like
any ons all sorts of colored 'are worn that do not carry
truth to the ons wearing them. George and Ann mean to do

the right thing,but neither one of them has come in contact
with people who insist on doing more than their share of

the ecarrying of burdens--ste,ete.

On the othsr hand,it is lovely that Aunt Addie will be
with Armour and Elizabeth for a while. She ¥ill be happy an
80 will they. But I hope thay I may get on(/feet before
long---then what? Oh I do not know,but Addie should be with
me,I imagine,

The French neighbors have gone away and thelr house has gone
back to the one who holds the mortgage. A family has
movedi'wheter thay have bought or are renting,I do not know.
It looks as if they were Jews,a mother and two sons,past
twenty one,at least, A big dog who shows himself to be

cuite the gentleman,and s tiny cat. But here is the point--
lmmediately they began dressing the garden,adopting all of
beautv that was always there,and adding plants. The great
improvement is that they are making a wonderful sitting-
room outside under the big fig-tree. Using the posts of the
swing for vines,and hanging baskets on the arms of the swing
in which are plante that droop down to add to the beauty.

A friend was with "her"--+ do not know her name,as yet,
yesterday afternoon, they were sltting under the trees,
making such a pretty picture,and "she" went into the house



soon appearing with two trays with tea,and things. Are you
glad for me to be near that kind of a neighbor? The
garden has always been a Joy to me,but it is lovélier than
ever now,

And the paper says that another heat wave is with you!
I never saw a Californian who complained much of the
winter cold of the east---but complained much of the heat.
Ch I am glad that I am not east of the rockies this year.
Is 1t cooler at the Lake--at the farm? but,of course it must
be.And I hope,Wilder,that you will be able to spend more
than just a day or two there. Today seems warm--outside.
But in the house it never gets too marm--or did not,last
summer,
I was glad to hear of the Cones--oh I hope they will not
grow too far apart--but what is there to hold them together?
indeed,it has always seemed as though they never were so ver
congeniagl--- I know that you found Wilder Jr.good
company on your trip to Plattsburg,he 1s a darling boy and
one to be proud of,I don't care if his school =makxk marks
do not make you proud. And Ruth Mary's soap figures?---
Could you set that broken neck so that it will heal?
To lose 20 lbs.before she can ride the pony? Imagine!

Last Sunday was the first time I have listened in to
Seth Parker,someway something always happens to prevent
my hearing him. He seemed a little overcome by "father's
day---I will hear him again. So many good programs come
over the radio!

Hartley has been home all the week,suffering from
poison ivy--or perhaps poison ocak. I never knew that so



much of trouble could come from that. Mrs.Mills has been
prétty busy,for although he is about the house and ecan
wait on himself,to a certain extent,his arms need dressing,
and like all mother-boys he does nesd some of her time.

With all of love for you
and all the members of your family,a big slice of it
for Mother K.

Mother.
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My "ilder and Helen:

It has been two full weeks sife I wrote you,I fear,and I
do not seem to have an adquate excuse to offer--neither
11lness,nor business nor company. Nothing but extreme
laziness. I am going to make an attempt at an:excusse,

however---take it for what it is worth. For a long tbme

I have been too nervous to sleep at night very well,but

- lately I have been sl-eping better,with the result that I

am glesevy and inactive almost all day. That is beginning to
mak%e me feel that things are crowding up on me. S0 many
things are lying around waiting for me to do them. Letters,
princinally--but that shows me that I have not guite lost

t e saving grace of a conscience,so that I am hoping to
spur my ambition enough so I shall be forced to wake up.
The pillows behind my back on the very comfortable back-

~ tret are pulling me mightily right this minute.Mrs.Mills

threatened me,as she left the room a while ago--"If you
don't write that letter,I shall be back again”--- I do not
know what she means to do to me if I do not keep on writing,
but she tried to look very threatening.

I had just finished writing that and had yielded to the

ecall of the pillows,almost asleep again,when Mr.Mills
suddenly appeared at the door,I asked him if Mrs.Mills had
gsent him with a blg stick----he was so surprised at my ZEEEX
guestion that he had nothing to say--he left the roomafter
asking me if I had some paste or mucilage--and 1 was so

- surprised at his question,that I did not seem to make myself



very intelligible,and he left puzzled to report--what? I

do not know but Mrs.Mills came in and asked me vhat was the
matter? She went to my drawer and pulled out soms mucllage
and triumphantly showed me---as 1f I know vhat i1s in those
drawers!--1 have not 8een the inside of them -for years,

Now I will give some items of news that may seem more
sensible to you---- item I---The Flowering maple is looking
fine. The yelloved leaves are dropping off,the green leaves
are growing and shining 1like satin in the sun,and the flower
bells hang down big and beautiful. It is beginning to show
from the stre=t and Mrs.Mills has been asked about it,

item2 (Oh I want to 1ie back on the nillows) --8chool is ove
for Armor and Elizabeth--and they are just back from a week'
trip to Lake Tahoe--I have not seen them,Elizabeth phoned
Saturday that they had a wonderful time and they both felt
like fighting cocks and ready for another year of work.

John Gerold spent the wesek with Auntie Faith. I hear
that Faith had a wonderful week with him--I have not seen X
her since I received the news--relayed by Armor--that she
has started on the long, joyful nine months Journey,and is
as happy as Faith, would be over the thought of the Journey's
end. Faith and *“have no car,so I can only see her
when someone goes for her and brings her here,



friends of Herbert's and Mary's made when Herbert was Gevene
Governor of the Kiwanians. Every one was so good to her,
entertained her. and visited with her ete. She had a chance
to introduce many of them to Pat -who was onse of the younger
hostesses ---and have the experience of,after the introductio
and the proper greetings,having them turn back to her as
being the real person in whom they were interested.However,
some of them to0ld her that Pat was the prettiest girl on

the dance floor--and she glowed over that. Besides all of
the excitement and joy,she made $35.

item 4, Georgse has been doing so much extra work for Fire-
stone--Wilder says that they tell him,in the shop,that
-~“gorge is the best tire maker of them all---that he made I02
dollars the past two weeks.----but he has been having so
little coming in for so long that it left his pocket

almost before he sensed that it was there. item 5.Ann has
gone back to work, too.

The next cannot be called an item,for it is too hazy in ny
mind. Armor brought Aunt Addie in here to spend the day
with me week before last. He siad that she was golng to

stay with them, that George was not the one to take care of
her---When acuestioned,Aunt Addie said no,she had not leftxge
George's,that she was going back again. And when Armor and
Elizabeth went for their vacation she did back--1t was
necegsary,for she could not have taken care of that dear
heavy baby,she 1s too wobbly on her fest,and there was so
much assurance in Armor's voice that she "should not go
back to the Penfileld's",that I did not dare question Hary
and Herbert last night,for fear I might start something.
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I have not seen nor hsard from,or of,Jack. I am waiting,
with what patience I possess,to ses Elizabeth and get the
news, the real nsws,of all the family. I have heard that
Armor has a Job"--- to take effect immediately--but I don't
know,yvet.

I cut out this piece of soap sculpture picturs to send
to Ruth Mary to ask if that was considered beautiful from
her standard. The work may be well done,but why such a quser
subject? I am asking for information.

I hope that you are getting some rest at the Lake---
I hope that Helen is feeling very much better,I am sure
that she is having a wonderful visit with her mother.
Tell me 2ll that you have time for about the children,
Helen and yourdelf. I promise to keep awake while reading
the letter,no matter how long it may be.

I felt so sorry to hear that poor Beth Hibben had lost
both father and mother and that her little bop is so
afflicted. If Doctors can do nothing,would it not be possi-
ble to try what God could do? Oh have I said too much? It
is only that I am so sorry for her,dear.

I love you all,very dearly,

: : Your Mother.

i!



Los Angeles
July 9 1933
Dear Wilder and Helen:

I had just written "Los Angeles" when Willis and Margaret
and the two babies came and 80 I did not go on--now it is
almost supper time,I have had a 1little rest in between and
feel refreshed.

I am glad that the heat has broken in the east,and do hc
hope that the rest of the summer will Dbe 1deal weather for
you all. e

T am so glad to hear that lear 11ttle Jeff is well agair
and hope that every one of you are feseling quite all right.

I did not know that Dr.and Ned had been on a Wisconsin
farm--goodness but they are exclusive! Oh well,they have
their very good reasons,l expect.

How long will Helen and the children be at the farm? You
will surely take some real time off for your summer trip
there? expect that all of a gudden,some day,your plans
for nextywill become as clear as print and you will wonder
how in the world you could have had so much trouble in
£inding the the clue---perhaps your very next letter will
tell me about it. 5

Yes,the American dollar is falling,and prices are going
up so very fast. We shell have to have some more laws made
to govern prices or we shall all be swamped.

Wilder had a good time,I am sure--and I hope he will be
glad to be home again.

e
No war! The gold belc nations are scared to death of Englan¢
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and America,and have been trying to throttle them by debt
settlements etc.before the, money standard has been settled.
Each nation thinking of theéir own interests rather than
world interests. They have thought that way for so long
1t is hard to break old fears and have falth in the honor
@ft of the other fellow. mach nation thinks "We are honestV
but we must watch the other fellow--he certainly has some
trick up his sleseve." Unecle Sam has always been such a
gullible fool that now he has entered world polities and
shows some ability to look out for himself,France,at lesast,
feels defrauded. I believe England and the U.S. understand
each other better,and in time they, the two greatest really
civilized nations will be able to straighten things out.
Russia and “ermany are not really civilized as yet.

Some one over the radio this morning said something like
this--One thing we can say for Hitler he is the greatest
news-maker in the world. You think he has been set back
and quieted,and all of a sudden he breaks out of the bluse
like a flash of lightning with another radical move,and we
have to go to work again to settle him,"

Rugeia 18 a barbarian,Germany is killing herself. Too bad---
¥France,to my way of thinking has no honor to lose and no
one loves or trusts her, She would stick a knife into the
heart of any one to further her own interest.

At the same time,God governs the world and the right will
have the power when things settle down. Every nation and
every individual needs to watch his step to be sure that

he has chosen the right. What a terrible housecleaning
has been going on in this poor old,bewildered world---but I
if any nation wants to fight. Fear has blinded our eyes.



Gradually things will settle,some leader whom all of the
nathons can trust will come and show us that there 1s
nothing to fear---and we shall then begin to really live
ags we have never lived before.

In reality there is more of good than bad in all of us
and we shall find that out---even France will lose her
insane fear, Life would begin to be worth living then.
And this is no pipe-drean.

Do you know,I cannot visualize @reen Point at all well.

T find that my mind sees the Murray place,and I say--"No
that is not right"--and then I am so confused and dis§usted.
But I did not 1live at Green Point--I only went there "by the
day" as it were. RS

This attempt at writing a letter has been many tlmes inter-
runted,and I do not know now--lMonday afternoon %: 15
just what I was thinking ani writing about.

Little "Margie" 1s srowing beautiful--such a2 soft,pink and
white, jolly,1littls darling. Willis and Margaret had
planned on having a beautiful vacation but the baby is
nursing and doing so well that they cannot fesl it right to
disturb her in any way until she is ready to be weaned.

, of
The Gold&%@& Band fram New York is on the radio now--Do you
1isten in to 1t? Fine music. I must 1listen. Oh Wilder
how I wish I could have a little talk with you all alone by
ourselves,I seem to feel the human need of you and your



and--your understanding lovs. T shall get hold of myself
soon, however,and everything will get into running order
with me,as it will with the worlda and you and your problems.
No,1t is nothing that you can do at this distance. It is
Just the reassurance that will come when I can see things a
little more clsarly than I am seeing them now. Nothing to
worry about--such feelings come to us all at times,and it
is usually found that each one is able,with God's help, to
work it out quite all right. That was a cowardly cry to
you,my dear boy--a weakness of which I am ashamed.

God does not help us,exactly,it is more that God gives us
wisdom and in that way shows us the way out--For I suppose
there 1s always a right way out--and to show us how to find
that way is far better than 11fting us over and out. Nicht
warh?

And now,supper is over,the lights are on,it will not
be long before Mrs.Mills comes in for our evening together,
perhaps a story,perhaps some political article,perhaps
something else of interest,then sometﬁng to go to bed on--
something to think about during the sometimes-very-long
night,

Good night to you,dsar children.
Mother



T.ogs Angeles
July I6 1933
My Dears: :

I suppose a person writes a better letter when he is
telling a story in which he has been greatly interested-~--
I would copy the whole of this little story,but 1t seems a
1ittle too long,so I finish it by cutting out from the page
of the Atlantig:~«—+==ne I was curious to know how it would
strike Ruth Mary and Wilder Jr. If it interested them,and
what each one got out of it -----

I am delighted that I was able to send Halen something that
gave her a usuable 1dea for her farm garden.

Is the Dr.Keppal who wrote "President Lowell and His XHER¥HY
Influence"your friend in Riverdale? I think he must be--
Frederick P.Kepple-%Through two decades he was at Columbia U
University," for eight years Dean of the College-----

I did not finish about him until after I had asked you

that unnecessary question--for ,farther on 1t says, Since
1923 he has been President of the Carnegle Corporation.,”
That answers my question in the affirmative.

July 19--

e P I wasdiztegrupted by a visit from Addie,and
seeme 0 be able to get things together to
finish the letter until this afternoon? ?

Let me see,vhat Bave I learned of news the past few days-
- I am devoid of any ideas that seem to bs best to pass on--
in other,and plainer words,I cannot shaks off a feeling

"
of absolute‘ dumbness. " Yot,I want to write,I want to get



in touch with you, it would do me good,and there is no other
vay except by writing.

Armor thinks it may work out that he can g0 east for medi
cal education in the fall. Minneapolis,I suppose--I did
not get this directly from either Armor nor Elizabeth---
Then,if Elizabeth can get a school she and the baby will
be with Jack for the school year--that will give her the BRI
ortuntty opportunity of looking after the little boys a bit
and a place to leave the baby and divide up expenses with
her father, Perhaps hat will work all right--but I do
wonder a little bit.

It seems as if the world goes on at a swift pace,so many

To them,to00,it seems ag though I was not getting along
very fast because I cannot walk yet.--"hat is because they
are moving so fast,I suppose. To me,knowing as I do how
far down I was,it seems as if the changes that are taking px:
place in me are moving,perhaps not at s rapid rate,but in
& very progressive,sure pace. I am improving--and some day
I ehall walk and do the things I ought to do. Some day I
I shall be able to wait on myself--and some day, something
will be coming in from the estate,and some day I shall
write you that I shall need no more money from my darling
Montreal children,and then, some day I shall begin sending
checks back to you. All of that needs to come slowly, for
if it all came at as fast a pace as the rest of the family
are moving,the excitement and happiness would be more than



I could bear--and it might be more than you could bear--it
would be such a surprise to have some one sending things
like checks,to you,rather than holding out their hands
waiting for checks from you. However I should not hesi-
tate in taking the risk,if I should have the sudden oppor-
tunity of sending a check to you.

Every bit of news that comes from you to me is still
mulled over and over and is of great interest.Keep on
gending news of all of you.

Urs.Mills has been trying to get in a message to you
to be sent"the next time you write." Here i$ is--She
wants you to know how very grateful she is to you for all
the things you did,and left for the comfort of this room,
the patient and the nurse. The bed,the commodse,the "cashew
nut" urinal,etc.etc. The tray that you gave me in Hermosa,
has been such a comfort,and Mr.Mills has made another one
for her,perhaps a trifle larger,so that when Addis or
Elizabeth 1s here,she can serve a lunch for them at the
same time that I am eating. He painted it in greens to
mateh the room. It is a great success.
The Flowering Maple is more lovely than ever--it is just one
mass of buds. There never seem to be any dead or dying
flowers on it,for as the flowers fade they shrivel up and
look like more buds,and then drop off.

With all love to you all,
Mothsr and grandmothsr.



Clara did not ses Hserbsrt

y that
Yy much disappointed--- You will

I meant to sa

and was ver
write them?.

Los Angeles
September 27 1933
Dear Children:

Mrs.Mills has been taking a ten day vacationcfrom her
constant attendamce on me---a rest she needed very much.
She had Mrs.Atkinson,a nurse I had had when I needed extra
nursing, come and stay with me. Mrs.Atkinson is very good,
I like her,but oh I am 80 glad to have Mrs.Mills back with
me again. She could not afford to g0 away from home,so was
in the house here---but down Bown--dining out with friends-
playing bridge--going to entertainments--ste. Getting more
sleep and having time to herself for extra studying.

I was g0 interested in the story of the moving picture,
written,directed,acted and camersa shot,by the chrildren and
their two friends. How I should have liked to have seen it!
What a beautiful memory of the summer has been storsd away ir
thelr memories of this summer!

You knew that Dorothy Lenroot Bramberg was living in Los
Angeles and died last week of s very rare disease---when the
white blood corpuscles changed color--- Judge Lenroot,his
wife and daughter Katherine cams out by train and plans--but
did not see her before shs passed on. They took her back to
Superior to be laid away,Mr.B.going back with them for the
funeral. Herbert represented me by going to see them .
Urs Lenroot was out doing some necessary shopping,with her
sister who came up from San Diego as soon as she heard of
Dorothy's illness,and was with her at the last.Clara and Beri



tha spent an hour or two with me--I had a moment with Katheri
ine,too,but did not see Irvine.
Here was the gist of the visit---I showed them that etching
of the wind over the trees on the prairie--the one you are
have. Mary had brought it here to hang on my wall---Clara
could see how it would remind me of a certain summer in our
two lives---and said,"There never was any one who knew Jjust
vhat that sweet summer meant to us---and no one living now
who knows anything about it. That is a memory that is ours
only. Such tender memories are left with us,all of the hard
things that came afterwards forgotten leaving only a marvel-
lous memory. As I look at that plcture and remember,I can
not help but wonder that it should happen that you who are
geventy-five years old,and I,who am seventy-seven years old
should have been allowed to have this visit and have the Joy
of renewing the happiness of that sacred memory.,--------
Perhaps,when that picture hangs on your wall,the knowledge of
what memories surround it for us two old friends,will make 1t
seem very valuable to you,
Mary brought over another one of my etchings for my wall.
A more valuable stching but not so rich in associations. Xkx
They make my room look more nearly right.

T.et me know if any one cared for the story of the tuna
fishing.
Dorothy Mills has been having a lovely vacation--She and a
girl friend took the car and went up to Arrowhead Springs in
a rented cabin,for a week--and came home down through Imperia
Valleystopping at Indio and Brawley,and on to Palm Springs
for a day and night. It was Palm Springs that made me think
of the Garden of Eden when,after the yaalding to the tempta-



tion of the serpent,Adam and Eve hid away from God as He
walked in the garden in the cool of the evening and called
"Adam where at thou?"---I hear,too0,Jean what are the thoughts
dwelling in your consciousness?------ When I was there,l looked
down on that grove of tall palm trees from above,and my thots
were solemn ones.

Tomorrow is Herbert's birthday. Mary attended a Dahlia show
in town the other day and bought a lovely Rex begonia for me
putting with a card with these words on it. "This is to
celebrate Sept.28 many years ago when you had a lovely baby
and kept him so dear and good to share with me." I do not
remember any birthdays,of course,and this card brought a
wonderful glow of love into my heart. This month 1s rich in
birthdays herse. :

I have looked out of the window at the Maple tree--it is
beginning to lose its leaves for the winter now--but new buds
of flowers are still coming--- and I have thought with you
how wonderful it would be if you could hop in and have a good
visit with me---darting back to your work when the telephone
gshould ecall you. I am glad of the news of the growing
Institute---Oh how busy,with so many things,you are! You
may be very weary at times,still you are happy in the busy
1ife because it does fill almost your whole day.

T had such a sweet letter from Faith--so happy--so longing
for her mother--so depending on Margaret who seems more than
ever like Ruth.Her time is drawing near... "Bdcar" she calls }
him for who I am making the 1little blanket--- I forgot to



m on that word --I meant to say for whom I am making the
blanket--and I have no pencil handy to make the correction--
and I know I shall seal this letter before I get ons.

I love you all,dearly and dearly. I do not seem to accom-
plish very much as the days go by--yet I seem to be always

a bit busy. Some times I feel a little stale here in bed--
and that would show that I was not quite busy enough-perhaps.
Just now I am stopping writing because I feel overcome with

the desire to slesp.
Your Mother.

I have just this moment heard--Aunt Addie telephoning to
Mrs.Mills that I have another great granddaughter--Faith
went to the hospital at three o'clock this morning--

Elizabeth and Margaret are going over this evening--so I

shall hear more particulars,later.
Mother



Friday evening August 25 1933

Dear Wilder:

Your letter of the 20th.came today and,as usual,was read--
and several times re-read. Your descriptions are so clear
and beautiful--I could see the beautiful,quiet laks,ths
sunny meadow with its many shades of grsen,the sound{gg the
sheep,and the far-distant shouts of the baseball (?) was '
in progress--and it was restful. .

Helen had written about the boathouse and your getting
bregkfast over the camnfimeste. But I did not get the full
understanding until your letter came to plece out what I
had not quite understood. Thank you both for your telling
me that bit of the home farm 1lifs. You are at work with
the coming lecture and your preparations for the coming
year--and Helen and you leaving the family for a good part
of the twenty-four hours will,I know do you both good.

I do not quite know about "Elizabeth Jenks"--I seem to for-
get so many things that I should know--perhapd I would better
say--thoughts have to make a rut in my mind lately before
they leave an impression,

I think one of the best things you have said to me,lately,
was in this letter--"I seem to drop care easily and com-
pletely"I am reglisved. I think your fishing trip was a life
saver for you. And what you said about the preparations
for the laying of the Institute's corner stone made me stop
and think,too.-- "A monastery" where you who know what that
bullding really meanscan, you hope,disappear from public
attention? But a monastery--does not often give a man



peace,does it? --but I know what you mean--a place where you
can withdraw from the foolish talk of those who do not
know,and quietly work for the relief of humenity---------

A place where you can withdraw and listen for the still
small -~voice to gkuide you in your unselfish work------

Much to our surprise Will and Winifred cams to see me one
evening this week. They went to the Hollywood Bowl for a
concert--and much to the surprise of Jack and themselves
found Jack in charge of the ticket takerg----- Jack came out
here with them. Amongst other ouestions,Will asked if you
had brought back with you that plece of sculpture you were

wanting for the Institute---and I could not tell him.,

I wish Dr.Sherrington might come over for the laying of the
corner stone---it would seem to be a sort of proper inspi-
ration for you. Rest you and enthuse you in the right way.
I want to write more--but it is getting near bedtime,I will
try and write Helen tomorrow and tell her about what Aunt
Addie 1s planning for herself,
With all love for all of Jour my dear,dear boy--

Mother



Los Angeles--Septernber 12 1933

Dear Helen and Wilder: '

I suppose you are all at home now,and the children in school,
and everything settled down for another year's whikl-- And
may 1t be the haoplest of all of your Montreal years!

I am delighted to know that the farm cost you,this year,only
#135. You could not find a cheaper and more comfortable place
for your summer camp? ‘And next year it will pay all of your
expenses,and the next year it will pay something over and let
you put more into 1t,perhaps.

I wish one of you,if you ever find the time,would draw a plan
of the whole property from road to lake so that I can see it.
I have hard time to visualize you at Green Point.

You gaid that Wilder was to enter public school this year?
Won't that upset things for him a 1ittle? But you have looksd
it 211 over from every standpoint,as you two always do,and are
pretty sure that it is the best thing all things considered,I
knOW. ¢
g Elizabeth is back in her o0ld schoolin Berverly Hills--"At
home" as she and they,at the school seem to feel. She majored
in History,for teaching,but has been teaching English all of
the time. Now she is in the history department;glad,in a way,
but having to bloek out a new path for herself. She came in
to see me yesterday,has found a house within a few blacks of
me, here, that she likes very much but does not know how it will
look to Armor. On account of lack of funds the L.A.Schools
have not known what they could do this year---The repairing of
several schools on account of th earthquake of last Yyear,having
put a kink into some moneys,ete. So Elizabeth did not get her
contract until Saturday---None of the teachers did until somse
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&;”wduring last week--She could not move until she knew 1f she

were to get a school and where’she could not get some necessary
shopping done until she knew if she were to teach,0n account ¢
strikes in the film industry which,if settled a certain way
would affect Armor's work put him where he did not know what
was to happen--so they have had a pretty long time to live in
suspense. Yesterday she was obliged to do soms shopping,and
stumbled on this house on the way. But she has been too busy
to let me know how things are coming. This change will probabl
send Aunt Addie back to George's. Each move on any one's part
affects so many people. The whole Inglis Family had dinner at
Jack's new home on Sunday. His new house (rented) has a large
diningroom and two living rooms and high cielings--so there
wag plenty of room. Each of them furnished part of the dinner
maeking it a real indoor piecniec. They had three cakes so each of
the birthday guests,Willis,Bob and Aunt Addie(8th.9th.and ERkh.
10th) could have a cake with the proper candles. Ther had a
most glorious time. You recall Jaeck's cousin Myrta Herbert?
You know she teaches Art in ons of the high schools of &, A.
and lives withing a few bloecks of Jack,now. That will be nics
for both of them as they are very fond of each other.
Willis and Margaret are building a new home at San Marino,
within two miles of Jack's home, 80 there will be quite a colony
of them there,especially as there is some hope that Faith,too,
may be some where within hailing distance.

What course is Wilder looking towards? Is he doing anything
with his drawing? And what is Ruth Mary doing with the "sculp-
ing?" I wish I could see something of her work---

Tell me about Fraulein Bergman. Does she keeﬁ well and happy?
How is Miss Lewis?And "Bi11l" and"Avis"? and "Ariel"?



I do not know if Herbert has written you about Jack?
Things financially have come to qulte a crisis,and it has
taken ocuick action to head off some of his debtors from golng
to the school board with complaints. An action that would
gpell ruin for him. He has started on a healthy line of trying
to right things and if hs holds to it he will begin to ses
light ahead. He has a 1idt of all that he owes that he keeps
in his pocket--He has budgeted it so that each one is to have
a certain amount paid to him on sach pay day that comes to
Jack., He thinks by the end of 1934 he will be able to clear
off all of the debts---sxcepting the sstate. When the present
menace is met,then he will devote all of his energles to making
payments on that debt. So it will be impossible for him to pay
me anything before the fear 34-35. The bank has paid a dividend
of #14.70--but when another dividend comes in I do not know.
I am hoping that Herbert will bs able to get something in fron
the estats,psrhaps he will find a way.

I must tell you what happened to Wilder Bill the other day.
You know that he has work with the Firestone Co.in San Francis-
co--His teeth had not besn sxtraxted,although X-rays had been
taken and very little hops of saving any of them had been given
him. *he Drs.thought his rheumatism came from the teeth---
Well,it seemed best to come down from S.F. to have the dentist
here take care of them. While here,he was on the strestcar and
gat down in the end seat that faced the single seat agalnst the
car partition. In that seat was a young woman who seemed to
have trouble in keeping awake--and her balance. Suddenly she
lost it--the balance--and Wilder(s quick action was all that
saved her from a nasty blow on her face against the floor.



The conductor came to his assisstance,and between them they
got her back on the seat--by rubbing,and shaking,etc. They
brought her to the statement of where she was going etec.

She was a nurse,a call had come for her,she must bs at the
hospital at five o'elock sharp,to get the place--she had been
out of work for some time,and must have the work for she was
out of money. She had been out to s party the night before---
she must be at the hogpital at five o'clock.

And then came time for her to leave the car and catch another
one that would pass the hospital. The conductor was fearful
about lett'ng her go alone--she might be arrsested,ete. So
Wilder——"Gee,what could I do but say that I would take her

to her car and see that she was headed for the hospital?"

The fresh air revived her somewhat so that he was able to keep
her on her feet. He cams to the car--and then--"Gee what
could I do,who knew what would happen to her--I had to get on
the car with her. I told the conductor that she was someone I
had picked u» and where she was going. He helped me get her in
the car. The seats were those that ran lengthwise. We sat down
and she began leaning up against me.Then she went to sleep
again! Her head was on his shoulder,but kept slipping forward,
go that he had to put his hand against her face to keep it

up. BEvery one was looking at him. Then it came time to get
her awake to get off the car. All sorts »f advice was being
given him.---Wilder is rather shy of the spotlight----

But at last ‘she began to waken--she looked around and rather
truculantly wanted to know why all those people were looking
at her. Then she began to shout for "Audray"--- But off the
car at last--almost carrying her up to the back door of the
hospital--and as they entered the door, the clock struck five!



The Maple tree has grown,and the top of it is just covered

- . with beautiful big buds. One of the great pleasures about

that tree is to watch the humming birds who drink and drink of
its nectar. v
A description of the Puna fishing whose boats go out from
San Pedro and San Diego was in the Sunday Times. It was as
interesting as the old storiss of the Whalers of years ago--
I mean to cut it out and send to Wilder,I think he would
enjoy it. And recalling "Mobie" that Helen and I read together,
I think you two gould enjoy it,too. Even dear 1little Jeff
would enjoy hearing about it.
Wilder,you will be coming to the Waest very soon now--but I
suppose the South-West will still be too far away?Cf course,l
know you cannot come down here,and I shall not be unhappy
about it. What cannot be,must be accepted without fuss.
Priscilla and Jeff both begin school this year? Oh dear,how
they grow up!

Your Mother has. come home Helen? I hope I may see her soon.
And your father and Ned? I hope they all had a glorious time
this summer,and are glad to be home again.

Herbert is better of his neuritis. He is looking much bette:
than a year ago. But Mary is not so very well. I think the
worry of the past few years is telling on her Just now when
she needs the most strength. But she is g great comfort to me.

Since Bobs left the undertakers he has not found any work.
It d4id not use to worry him so very much,but it does now. He
has changed so much in looks--expression and manner. He has
gained in force. Perhaps that expresses it as well as anything



I could say. He is Just as dear as ever,and very thoughtful.
Every one was willing that Aunt Addie should think of the
County Farm,and should 80 and see it--but when she kept on
planning for it she found a stone wall and the family lined up
against it. Jamie has found that he can send her five dollars
a month,and the family in general will make up enough 80 that
she can pay some 1little board wherever she may bs staying,and
have,at least, enough in her purse to pay carfare when she want
to go somewhere,and buy her toothpaste. Pogsibly a pair of shoe
if ehe feels she really must have them.
I am sending you all love and more love-- :
Mother

Will Ruth Mary care for thesepieces of Canadian money?
‘hey may buy some cones for her,possibly---- Mary gave them

to me some time ago. I intended sending them to her to let
her know that I remembered hsr birthday--but some way, I
could not find them at the proper time.
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Los Angelss
Oetober 13,1933

Dear Children:

I am not writing many letters,neither
am I receiving many letters these days. Every
one is busy in Montreal---And every one is busy
h=re,so visitors are not as numerous,nor as fre-
aouent as they have been sometimes. .----But love
does not fail,and that ig the one great thing to
rejoice in and be grateful for.

I am not quite ready for the coming of
winter,and I find that you people who have guffer
ed so much with the heat,this summer are feeling
mich the same way. We have had so 1little warm wa:
weather that L feel that we really must be comin
into Spring rather than into winter.

I keep on thinking about and planning for
a wonderful garden some of these days--and yet--%
However the great thing that lies before me now,
is to get rid of all of my "things.".

They have been packed and re-packed so often

it has been a beal trial to all of my family--
and now the silver fish moths have appseared
among the linens--wool moths in other things--
gsilver appears,as well as dishesysupposedly well
packed away; here there and elsewhere--every body
worried,and no satisgfaction any where.

Why? No,no one 1s especially to blame. HEverythi:
has been moved so many timss,so many people have
tried to do the best they knew how,they have
gotten in each others way, perhaps,and each one
having & plan has been upset by others who have
different plans---etc. Perhaps one of the great
troubles has been that there are so many who have.

not the proper sense of Values-- Another has been



that there probably has been a sneaking feeling
in the minds of many that I would never be able
to use the things again and they might as well be
distributed where they would do the most good
right now--and that a cut glass tumbler is just
as good to use on a crowded breakfast table as a
cheaper one----and a lunch cloth for every day
use i1s just as good and effective if taken from
a set of large dinner napkins--as a single plece
and so on. .

Well,without a doubt,one should not set their
hearts of. tempory material things--too much----
and without a doubt I have set my heart on old
things and valuable things,more than I should----
go--- I shall try and get all of my linens here--
Mrs., Mills has an empty trunk in the garage--
she will help me to go through with everything,
sort them out,and give them away. I would 1like,
far better,to give my things away as gifts of
love than to have them handed out by some one
else--Here,you might as well have this---don't
you know. And probably I shall never have a home
again. And what if I shouldn't? A room---I hops
it may be a large one--in a home with Mrs.Mills
to care for me--witha few of my dearest possession
about me--should be enough for one who has really
had enough of the work of keeping a house,to last
even a century of living.

After the linens---the dishes? the books? the
knick-nacks--etc. But every one is tired of
carting my things about from pillar to post--and
I do not blame one of them---but shall I succeed
in looking over and sorting things as I would
like? I do not want to be more a nuisance than
18 necessary----altho I cannot help the feeling
that some of the packing and unpacking has been,
possibly foolishly done. Perhaps not, though.

There are some things,like long dining cloths,



are not needed nor wanted now-a-days.

I do not mean to say that there is any one who
doss not care for some things,but one may be very
sensitive to the value of a towel,and feel that an
0old walnut slipper box--so handy beside the bed---
is only worthy of the bonfire becausse the cross-
stitch top is worn out.

Another,may not akiam be able to comprehend that

a hand-painted plate is not necessary in order to
give the dog a good meal--- or that a navajo rug
e 1iable to wear out if the heels of restless,
men,boye and little children have too free play

on it---or that solid silver 1is really more XAXWAR
valuable that kitchen ware. ---But,again, the most
choice of those enjoyable things is not worth
getting too annoyed over thelr being put to common
uses.

You may ask if every one is like that? Oh,no--
put if you do not know the differencs between
point lace and cotton lace,you are liable to be
careful of the wrong plecs,you ses.

And in my glying away these poor "household gods"
of mine--mayehave the wisdom to distribute them
where they will be the most prized----- and--not be
tempted over-much to give too many of them into
the hands of the few!

Nuite a"tempest in a teapot! 18 1t not?

Tn the meantime,I am sending you Will Rogers on
the great World's series of football in the U.S.
and a description of our summer,followed by a
few--very few--hot days 1n October--hoping you
may get a laugh out of them,if you cannot get one
from the letter--and neither one of them are too
valudable to destroy by fire.

Ray sends me his weekly letter as usual--wh
--whether

I write or not. 1Is he not steadfast? I kee

promising myself that I will write hinm oftengr--









nave been many different emotions struggling for expression
in your consciousness. I am glad that so many wanted to say
"we1l done" to you--I am glad that so many had some conceptim
tion of what you had accomplished. They wont know it all
but it is good that they have a glimpse of what you have
done and want to tell you so. Helen and I understand how
proud each of us are over your work,and general attltude.

I am so glad that it 1s so nearly finished so that you
can go on and prove its usefulness to the many who will coms
come to Montreal to the new Institute to be relisved of pain.
May you feel that you are working with God in the handling of
each case that comss to you. My dear,dear boy.

You gave a vivid description of the befuty of the woods---
I read it to Mrs. 4ills--she became very enthusiastic----- she
has never seen the sight of the autumn woods---the sight of
the glistening winter woods--the soft greens of the early EpE
spring woods---- she has never been gast of California,and
how ghe longs to see those beauties! And then we talked
of when I could walk again--of how we would have the money to
go to Montreal---and Boston. We would ask you to find us a
tiny apartment----a bedroom,a living room and kitchenstte
mould do--you know,if one room was large enough to give me a
chance to do some studying,and,perhaps, some writing.

Oh well,who kriows what may happen?
In the meantime--know that I love you all---
Mother.



T.08 Angeles, November 7 1933
Dear Helen and Wilder:

Your deseription of the blizzard was very realistttt
(Do you know that I can't spell that word? Nrs Mills is not
in the room and I cannot reach the dictionary----) The beauty-
the cold that gets into your vitals--the bitternsss of broken
trees that take so long to come into their lovely growth---
my memory 1is still active---and I send my sympathy on to you
all. The story of the run-away was short but alive,your being
up every hour to look for him,the shame that he was able to
express when he came home,----and how happy he was to be for-
given! Dogs are so human,he thinks he will not run away
again--but we know that he will,when the temptation comes)

But I was grieved to know of Helen's arthritis----and thse
pains in your back! Rhumatism that may,eventually,force you
farther South? I wonder! Montreal winters have not treated
your family very well,have they? And yet you seem to love thse
fight with the elements,the winter sports,--the joy of living
ig very keen vith you during the winter months.

Ray writss about the wonder of the autumn foliage,the joy of
winter--inspite of the anguish of having summer go.

I think the coloring of autumn must have been wonderful
this year as I read the descriptions that have come from
Montreal,Minnesota,Wisconsin,Washington----I1 can visualize the
wonder. And I think--given a broad view of the glorious Pacific
a lovely all-year garden of flowers--what more of beauty could
one desire? I am thankful for my contracted view of a gardsn--
the beautiful bouquets that are brought in to me,and the flood
of sunshine that strikes my bed for an hour or more in the
- mornings - -when there 1is no fog! After the fog is gone, the



sun has left my window.

Mrs.XKermott surprised me the other day by coming in to see
mE.T was so glad to see her again and get somz first-hand
views of you. ' She broucht me a beautiful bunch of yellow
chrysanthemums. “he told me how happy “ary was in her work,
and that Nancy was coming to them. She sesmed to dread it ;on
account of Dr's nervousness, but perhaps Nancy's coming will
prove to be only a blessing. She and Dr.nssd young life,and
while one so often dreads change,after the plunge has been
made, great joy comes--I hope it may onrove so in this case.

I thought she was looking pretty-well,and she certainly did
enjoy her stmmer, .

I am so glad that Dr.Evans is to be with you in a really
helpful position. Please give greetings to them from me.Also to
your English secretary--I cannot recall her name, this moment--
she was very nice to me when I was left in her care.

And the new man--how do you pronounce his name? —ay he prove to
be a real help to you. You seem to be bullding up a pretty
strong group of good men aboit you.

Is not that Carpenter lecture the ons you are to give here
in Vanebuver? When? I have been watching the letters to ses
when that Western date was to be--for I thought 1t was to come
in October. :

I want to know how school away from home ssems to Wilder.

I do hope he has found just the environment that will develop
him in an all-around way. He is so clever,but,pserhaps there
were some corners that needed to be roundsd off and brought
more into prominence in order to maks an all-around educated

man. I hope he finds Just the right friends, that he will be

havrpy and that you and Helen will be perfectly satisfied in the
arrangement.



The seeming impossible had been accomplished. His mother
wanted to know if she was a pretty girl-- He looked rather
blank--"Gee,I don't know."

As he left the zirl she saild--"Gosh,but you are a peach of
a Honey."

Mary is in despair,a real tragedy has happened to her--she
has lost her little diamond engagement ring!

¥Mrs Merrill invited all of the Inglis family including David
and Stuart, to her home on Halloween for dinner--a surprise
party for Margaret whose birthday it was. It was a complete
surprise--a marvellous dinner,and everything so smoothly done
for the happiness of them all. Jack s thres sons-in-laww are
very different,aren't they? Willis--Armour--Geasm.His three
daughters are wonderful--his four grandchildren are lovely---
T have not seen Faith's little daughter yet.

Gene finally found work driving a #elivery car for the
Perfection Bread €o. And a few days later Bobs went to work
for them,solic¥ing. Faith's hope is that they three may live
together. Gene and Bobs are friends--and she would like to
make a home for Bob who seems so cast adrift from the others.
Ye has been living at Jack's,but their hours have been So
different that 1t sometimes has Bra been days together that
their only communication has been by notes left on the dining
room table.

Willis and Margaret hope to be in their lovely new home by the
first of the year,if not by Christmas,as they had expected.

It is hard not to worry about Zlizabeth g
, Blig nd her life. She
is not feeling very well, and the burden that she has glected






Dear Children:

I had hoped,and expected, to have ready
to gs=2=d to you the opening chapter of uy
long-@el=ysd et-ry, ‘ust as a gresting to
each ons of you hoping to dlscover from one
and all if TwxRE: striking the right note.
Bwen 1tttz Je°f cSilk tell if he "understood

i

and liked or story or not.
Right in the midst of severything even the type
writer 1s bothering me.

This 1s fust wighing you the best of all things
at this time. In my room I shall a lovely tilny



on the stamd top of the chefonette--out of the
way of John's busy handgs. There too will pe
Placed the gifts fronm Nanean--quite 8laborite--
maybe an olg towel, or doyley.or a letter--g
15¢ toy for each of the childrend and some )
shaving cream ror tns 2Ynattacheq" young men
including £red ang Deacon-- gach backage "begu-
tifrully aone “up--to "be glven to sach ons gg he

O sée mé. Such an inesntive to

write---is it not? But until you hear trom me
again-- =
lothar
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—a8 I seemed to have been. I came home from San Jose and went

A-Opileces very soon after.Indeed,I was in pretty bad shape the
day we left San Jose,but no one knew it---It was then that I %
lost my opal ring. 1t was but a chort time aftsr that Addie
and I went to Hermosa--I wanted to be near lissg Youneg-=and T
have not been mycelf since. Ruth left us in July. I was under
the care of a nurse for a little time after--and as I grew
strongsr,we all thought that ths visit in San Jose would bse
good for me. Jack drove me up there and Will brought me back.
As soon as I gst straightened around a bit,and feel that I can
I will get in touck with the dentists.

Wilder--you knew you would get a rise from me? I do not want
to disanpoint you---"Keep your feet up,reduce your appetite--
"and fear God." How would it do if I say --Certainly dear--
1f you will let me change the order of thaught and put "Trust
God" first?  Yes,my thousht is--Trust God and my two boys---
Thank God,and my two boys. Loving you all so very much--

Mother.

Mrg Mille wante me to tell you that she has already found a
great amount of comfort in her new slippers. She had not
quite orasped the thought that they would keep her fest com-
fortable in the evening when the breszes besgan to blow about
her ankles after she ghould put on pajamas and take care of
my feet before going to bed.--Shs discovered th t they were
invaluable last evening--and thanks you with all her heart,
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Wilder dear:

I was surprised when you asked questions about Spoxane--
then I was troubled because I could not answer some of the.
aquestiong---then I telephoned to Herbert for him to bring
over to me a book of pictures and history of searly Spokane--
hoping 1t might refresh my memoryr-I fear he cannot find 1it--
Then while thinking about the subject of the paper you were
to write,I thought of Ian Mclaren's story of Dr.McClure--The
0ld country doctor "of the 014 School",and wished you might
re-read that to get the atmosphere that you were seeking---
and gradually some thoughts came to me that may answer some
of your questions indirectly,if not just as you hoped to have
me answer them. I cannot wait longer for Herbert to let me
hear from him,or this letter will be too late in reachling you.

"Traditions of Medicine"---The reason why so many worth-
while men take up the study of medicine is,today, as it has
been ever gince medicine as a profession came to be---so that
desire is surely one of the oldest traditions----the desire
to be of service to the world,to make one's 1life so full of
needed service so that the world will be happier and better,
easier to live in, than when one came into 1it.

Times have changed--but not the willingness to gacrifice for
others. Today,you doctors are trying to find cures for the
disease,so that disease may be eradicated. Yesterday,doctors
were trying to relieve sufferbng,only.

Today,doctors lay the foundation of their preparation for work
in long ysars of study--then enter the field of practice----
and keep on studying and experimenting.

Yesterday, young doctors felt that their preparation was finish



ed when they received thsir diplomas and after that practice A
experience. Study vas past--or left to a very few who kept
oh in the schools. They read their medical journals--merely
to keep abreast of the newer thought,but often,with no idea
thattheir methods could be iuproved upon. For instance-----
and you may laugh at thig----- Your grandfather had a large
practice,a country doctor,and was especially successful in
bringing the new bables into the world and preserying the kzxi
health of both moxther and child. Iany people W@L%& did not
come to him for treatment in other cases,wanted him for child-
birth. I am sure that I am telling the exact truth in saying
that he never read a journal with the hops of finding better
methods--He knew from experience the best way to procsed. I
doubt if he ever attended a conference of any society or
group of doctors,in order to learn from the experisncs of
othsars, He would not touch a knife---he was a bit awkward
with his hands in work of that sort--but his bedside mannser
was perfect--his hands were not awkward when it came to sooth-
ing pain--and he could talk with his heavenly Father as if
he knew him intimately,and when a patient sesmed nearing the
other shore,he spent much time on his kness (and I mean
"knees" literally) to be guided in his treatment for him--and
if the patient died---he was right there beside the bed going
with him as far as he was able,and afterwards he took tims
to help,with words of real comfort,the ones who were left to
mourn. .

Your father began hils work with the same high ideals that
were his father's. Times had changed somewhat---He wanted
a city oractice so that he could have the advantage of mee tig
with other men--he wanted most sarnsstly, to take up surgery




V" He wanted to have the advantage of clinics.----He also wanted
to be married. After graduating from the medical school
he was to gervean apprenticeship--if I may call it that--
with Dr.Hsxzsxofx@hieaxa  Hawkes of Chilcago,and to be married
‘the foldhowing June. But that summer he was very 1ll. Some two
years before this he had had a simllar attack when his 1ife
was ziven up. As he grew bstter this time both families felt
that the engagement which had,already lasted two years and a
half, should be ended in a wedding.
Dr.Hawkes was very sympathetic,and we were married nd went
to live with Dr.and lNrs.Hawkes,so that your father might be
on eall dav or night with the minimum of effort.
His trouble,as you know,was thought to be "inflammation of
the bowels---appendicitis had never been kheard of then.

g gtayed there until,knowing that we were to have an increas
in our little family,and an opening coming in Kansas City, ---
Dr.Jenny giving up general practice for the Eye and Har
specialty,and mary several of his patients having known your
father during his interneship with Dr.Hawkes,and expressing
a desire for him to take Dr.Jenny's practice--we went to
Kansag City. It was a wonderful opening,he had a growinging
practice from the very first--but,the appendix being still on
the job,and the drinking water in K.C.being most upsetting,
another sevsre attack of his old trouble came.--The Prs.
hurried him out of X.C.this time we went to Bucyrus to Father
Penfield. You were born there. Your Father went back to K.C.
a consultation of the Drs.agreed that he could not live thers.
and before you were six months old we were back ln Chicago
to try and make a go of a practice there. The Drs.who knew

your father in Collsge and with “r Hawkes wers most kind *a



to him,th @ract%%e’that they could. Without doubt he could
have worked up a living practice in the not so far distant
future. But again--the appendix. Another eonsultation of the
Dr.friends---He must go west 1ive in a tent for a year to
build up his general nealth hoping by that means to get rid
of that strange trouble.
You were a year old--He went to Montana in camp with two
other young men,and I went home with my baby. (Now what a qH&
queer thing that is---I have said "you" every time--meaning,
of course,Herbert,------
Another summer ssemed to show perfect health--He felt so
etrongz--so ready to find a place where he could work up a
real practice and have his family with him. Letters sasfed
back and forthg-Some Dr.in Chicao,one of the same group of
0ld friends,advised him to g0 to Walla Walla--a Dr.there was 1
looking for a young Dr.to help him in his large practics.
On Indian nonieg--one to ride,one to carry his roll of bed-
ding and other necesgslitles,a tent and his faithful dog--
he started from "Little Porcupins" all alone, through the
Tndian country--to the far Waat, ---I should have spoken
of his constant companion,at that time, of his rifle--I-thik:
On the way to WallaWalla he stopped off 1in Spokane.
Soms time on his way there he sia sold his ponies setc.Then
went to get a shave and haircut,and put on the store chipBRzEE
eclothes in which he left Chicago. When hs came to the man
who had bought his plunder ha did not know him,and refused
to pay him---it was the dog tthLyo¥%ged for him,and,if hs
would throw in the dog the man“%spt‘ his bargain.
Spokayag was in the throes of a boom---- The Northern
Pacific R.R. was to be finighed that year,and many who were
anxioud to gat 10O ‘he rich lands of’ the’ North West were
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waiting for that fto hapnem. We were married Dec.1880--Herbsrt
was born September 1881--Your father went to Spokane in the
spring of 1883. 1 was to wait until the railroad wag finished
before joining him. That happened in September of that year--
and I took the first train after the official trlp over the
road,of tne"Villard party"---That was just a week before
HJerbert's second birthday--about the 20th.of September 1833.

I am quite sure that I am right about thse dates?dis birthday
1g on the 28th.

Spokane had a population of about 1.000----gvery train brought
dozens of neople in to asgek homses in or around Spokane. 1he
conssquence wag that I had been there but three weeks when

I had quite a 1list of new people to eall on. and in thres
months I was a plonesr.

The three real,wsll knownypioneers were Mr.vannon,J.J.3rowns,
(both bankers,) and Mr.Havermale---just plonser capitalist I

imagine--- I do not recall the names of other Dr.s that were
there at that time--I think they must have come in later.

And this incident of how ne came to stay in Spokane may bear
me out in that thought.When he struck town he met Mr.Cannon,

I do not knovw how---Mr.Cannon was in trouble--he had,that day
received word that the grave of his step-son,a young man by
the name of Clark,had been disturbed--suspicion was that the
body had been removed ---When hs heard that your father was a
Dr.he opsned hic hsart to him---without hesitation your father
asid he would go out to the cemetery with him and they would
open the egrave--and the coffin--and find out.

e lr.Cannon had
been very much excited,grieved,and helpless

They went out






j%gt was green. It was impossible to get seasonsd lumber,and the
ouse shrunk in every direction. Ths kitchen floor developed
cracks so that it was impossible to keep anything on the callar
ahelves that was not closgely covered from the falling dirt.
Tt was pretty cold that winter,and atill colder the next winter,
and often my feet were so cold I would bundle up the baby and
put him in his box fastened on top a sled and go down to the
fannons for the day. They would ssk Dr.to come for dinnsr,and we
mwould comne home in the svening--ready to make preparations for
bed where we kZnew it would be warm.
The first winter,when we had rooms in the Cannon Bloek,I had a
gad time trying to keep a fire zoing at all. Dr.would build a
good fire in the morning--and before I could get the beds made
~nd the room in order it would be black instead of red. Plne
wood was all we had to use--could not afford coal--and the very
aoftest of all soft woods,s flash in the pan--and gone,it ssemed
to me. And the worst thing about 1t was that I was the worst fire
puilder in the world,in spite of paper and pine. But I couldmst
%esp on calling Dr.from across the hall to lsave his offlce and
rebuild the fire--neithsr he nor my own pride could bear that for
long---g0 T csoon became proficisent in building--but never very

successful in kesping a fire. After = whils we could get plne
chunks that,in the propser stove,vould keep alive for a falrl
decent time----but the kitchen stovs: s RO Y g

Shall I ever forzet my first nttempt at a dinner:iy The markets
were not very good---ag to variety-- I was not a good judge of
meats---and was a cilrcumscribed cook. I wanted to have lr.and
Mpg Cannon and Mr and lrs Bennett (Mrs. Cannon's married daughter-
-nd her husband) I thought I would maks it a supper---and the
mest dish would be scalloped oysters--L knew I could do that---
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Dr.misunderstood---he was a rathsr absent-minded man,and was
more apt to be late if I needed him on time,than to be ahsad

of time--he had it in mind that I was to have oyster stew--and
there would be plenty of time to bring them when he cams to
dinner----I was getting pretty nervous,other things had gone
somewhat wrong--and the guests were there when Dr.happily and
very unhurridly came in with the oysters and grested the guests
ae if he had all the time in the world. It takes some time to
get oysters ready for the oven--and the rest of my meal would
not combine with a stew.. I finally got hold of the oysters---
and flew to prevnaring them——bqt when they wers ready for the
oven--the oven was stone coldf- I had reached my limit--and sat
down and began to cry. But that was as good as = %8 to Dr.he
always ssemed to know--even with the door shut--when I had
reached that stage of my existence. Out he cams full of anxisty
to know what was the matter---I pointed to the stove--he knew.’
The fire was n2bleze in a2 minute--but it takes some time for =
gsecallop to bake--the guests were waiting. Dr.was a good host,

T do not think they minded so very much even if they were about
starved. But that was not the worst,elther,for in my excite-
ment T put in too much coffee and it was strong--whew I can

almost tsste 1t now----and Mr Cannon took it so weak 1t was
hot watsr flavored with coffes. That would seem to be a siuple
thing Lo . renedy-~~—= but ‘there was no hot water--and the fire wae

out! Wr.Bennett saved the day,for me,the coffee was just right
for him--he loved it that strength,and blessedly drank S0 much
of it that it gave out---and the fire was out, too.But I did not
care by then--for the oysters were good,and we could wait for

more coffea. :
We stayed in that house until Ruth was born and we needed

a E1'-[..
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T powerfully want to see you---but
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g AMOre room. Te had the opportunity of buying a house in the

g “next lot that had been built by a carpenter for his own use

;; and before seasoned lumber was out of the markst--it was well
E built and we were very happy there. This was down on Riverside

vhich was the princldple business streset of Spokane for many
years.

My brother Tom had married and brought his bride to Spokane-
He became interested in the mines and saw great wealth just
ahead of him---the only troubls was that it always stayed Just
ahead of him,although it took him many ysars to realize that
he had not graspsd it----but. he was not alone in that idea, the
ma jority of Spokane people indulged in the same dream--fe thot
things would never change for ugs. We did not know there was
such a word as "depression."

Tom built a pretty home on the hill. My father came out and
did not like the difference in our homes. So he built me a
house--also on the hill,but our lots were lowsr than Tom's
although only separated by seventh street,and father kept
warning me that my house must built high enough so as not to
Tto0k smaller than Tom's--or words to that effect--The architect
and I were willing to bhild high,and I had three floors to care
for instead of two---and pricss for every thing we bought in
some miraculous way multiplied snormously--it made living a
bit harder---"Who was afraid of the big bad wolf'--money was
plenty--we all flew high. That house was typlcal of what every
one was doing,living fast and high so that neither nor Tom nor

o0 any one elge should =zset ahead of us.

Then the year came that the banks all failed--so did all the
"first". families of Spokans,and the second "first" families
gradually took our places. If one went to an entsertainment
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facts,but,
I lovse you.

dinner speech,you may

give you more medical
able to =zet something out of this,

wish I could
perhaps, for an after
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1+ was lonecsomse--a2ll of the old friends werse gone,all ne%, 3
atrange faces----and the majority never "came back." The old\
"pionesrs" are as unknown to Spokane people today as Spokane .-
people are unknoen to me. And yst I lived there for fifteen
vears,and had many very dear friends there.

We flew high as long as we could fly--and then we disappear-
ed. The Dr.I remember bsst is,or was,Dr.Esslg,although he
came a little later than we did.

Thers was no hosnital there,no medical meetings of any kind.
T do not recall that any Dre.ever went East to attend clinics,
or lectures,or meetings. If they did they made no noise about
1+. Of course several Drs.came in later---but even then,I
think they immediately began depending on their "GZxperience."
The trouble was,as always,experience is so slow in coming-=—
and unlese there is an incentive to know a little more,as
well as build a 1little higher, than the rest--ambitlon gslowly
atraves to death. Your fathar—fought against it,I am sure,
but he was frustrated in many ways---Ill-health took him out
of hic natural environment into an environment of which he
knew nothing and he was swept off his feet as many others WEXX
were into too deep water. The traditions were good for a EBEX
certaln environment--perhaps,but "Time marches on" and new
conceptions of medicine as well es of business and everything
alas comes into being,and the most of the old Traditions fall
o tha sround.---And a thouzht there is to be galned by read-
ing the great Egyptologlst's ,Ebers,story of the study of the
circulation of the blood. +t cost men their lives to gst a
human heart to study,in thosse days.

T still belisve that your father was a good Dr. liight have
been a creat Dr.had circumstances bsgen different,or had he
REon & Mk ete oha and bettsr able 0 judge more clearly----

ar 2 2 ol
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“’%rheart full o1 love and thanks to each and every onse of you,
Wilder,Helen,Wilder Jr.Ruth Mary,Priscilla,Jeff and Fraulein
Bergman, for the loving thoughts and gifts sent out here to
make my Christmas so beautiful for me.
Helen, the pink Jacket 1s so pretty. Do you recall that last
year the larnest MacQuarries sent me a crocheted bed jacket
that came from Austria? I have never been able to weari“because
1t 414 not show off over the things I had. It was a sister of
the one you sent me in daintiness and general tons or color,
so,on Christmas day I put them both on--discarding my shoulder
ghawls. Neither one took,in importance from the other--seemed
to have been designed to §o together,setting each other off===»
and every one exclaimed--"How lovely you look!" lrs Mills
insisting that I should always dress to look like that-—----- :
So--you have set an example for me to imitate from now on.

\ The tray cloth and ons of the napkins graced my dinner tray--

and made everything taste so good---at least the tray dinner
wae most deliclous--and my eyes were gatisfiea with the color

Priscilla's and Jeff's work was admired and loved--The waxREX

~»j‘washcloth w11l bring thoughts of Christmas into my heart when-

. ever I shall use it during the coming year---The glace frult,

 that I 1ike so much,will be kept for a while until some ol the
. more perishable sweetles are out of the way,when I shall anjoy
.1t more than just now. The new ahawl I christened--and admired
J0h iy was a beautitul Christmas box. Of course,the great gift

. & of Wilder's visit filled me with joy,and the many things that

J he left to make my 1ife brighter and easler--from a plpe organ

. down through soap and tissue handkerchiafs.

HsiJack and the Inglls grandchildren gave me a book I very much
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A book on Revalations. The Penflelds gave me a plaster plazux
plague (upon my word--is that spelled right?) Anmn Hathaway'se
house--and <#red had colored it,doing really very beautiful
work. Fred gave me his photograph--a fine looking boy. The

two girls gave me a poinsettia platht. They were all here,in-
cluding George and Ann, excepting Wilder. He had an o portuni ty
to caddy for one of his old patrons,and as there was #2.50 in
it,besides the fun of it,I could not blame him.

Mrs.Mills gave me a pretty musd#®n nightgown,Mr.lMills a card and
a sheer handkerchisf, Dorothy and Hartly,a book that I was glad
to have.

David has bronchitig--quite 1l1l--so Jack and the two little boyse
did not come--but all of the rest of the family were here,and

I did appreciate it., Addie had dinner with me. The rest ot the
Ingli had breakfast and an early dinner with Jack and the boys.
George and Ann had dinner with Herbert and Mary.

My room was most colorful and pretty. A tiny tree trimmed
with green and silver on top of the Chiffonnette--and flowers
and plants on the chest of drawers under the window.

Winifred sent me a big fruit cake of her own making. Evsry one
was lovely to me,as usual. Addie gave me a box of delicious
home made caddy,and another box was glven me or Chocolate creams
Falth gave me a half dozen glasses of jam--so good--that she
had made. :

I have been very nervous and full of pain in my feet sincs
Christmas--but that will only be temporary,I am surs. Teeth
comeé next,I understand----------

With all love for each of you--

g«*f ok T-LZ‘;«) fé-nééﬂ..ﬁ/‘ym«. " / Mother
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