






























The proposed amendments will allow Canada to ratify the Guadalajara 
Convention and Montreal Protocol No. 4, two international agreements that 
clarify the liability regime for air transportation and streamline documentation 
procedures for air cargo by encouraging the use of automated information 
systems. 

These amendments will establish clearer rules for air carrier liability and 
facilitate international trade by promoting the use of information technology for 
air cargo. 

Safety of Air Taxi Operations 

On May 28, 1998. Transport Canada announced that the joint industry- 
government task force on the Safety of Air Taxi Operations had completed its 
consultative phase and had issued a report with recommendations on ways to 
improve the safety record of the air taxi segment of the aviation industry. The air 
taxi industry consists of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft other than jets, 
operated in a commercial air service carrying up to nine passengen or 
conducting aerial work. The task force was established in 1996 following a 
review of data indicating that the vast majority of commercial aircraft accidents 
in Canada involved air taxi aircraft and that the number of fatal accidents in this 
sector was not improving. The task force's report includes 7 1 recommendations 
for action by Transport Canada, the Transportation Safety Board of Canada, the 
air taxi industry and Nav Canada. 

Firefghting Issues at Canadian Airports I 
On February 3, 1998, Transport Canada announced its intention to ensure 

extended firefighting coverage at Canada's 28 busiest airports, and also ordered 
an independent review of firefighting issues at Canadian airports to supplement 
work currently being done by government-stakeholder working groups. This 
initiative included: I 

1 

A regulatory change to ensure that on-site fmfighting services will be I 
available for all scheduled and chartered airline flights using the 28 
Canadian airports that are required to have firefighting services. Firefighting 1 
services will be required regardless of the time of arrival or departure. i 
The appointment of an internationally recognized safety expert, Dr. Vernon 
L. Grose of Omega Systems Group Incorporated, to examine and evaluate - .  
emergency response capability at &orts k Canada, 

A moratorium on proposals to change emergency response plans at smaller 
airports pending the end of the review process and subsequent 
implementation of regulations and standards for emergency response at 
these airports. 







































I The consequences of the measures required to meet Canada's commitment 
to the Kyoto Accord could have a significant impact on the Atlantic Region 
economy. The APTC will continue to participate in this initiative and raise 

I awareness of the issue among the busine5s community and governments in 
Atlantic Canada. 

Toll Highways 
The debate over highway tolls raged on throughout the year in Atlantic 

Canada. The debate was centered around tolls proposed for New Brunswick's 
Moncton-Fredericton highway project. The issue generated substantial emotion 
and volumes of information and misinformation from both sides. 

The issue essentially arose due to the desire of the provincial governments 
to accelerate construction on badly needed highway improvements within the 
region to address a number of safet), and efficiency problems. This desire for 
accelerated construction, along with provincial government budgetary 
constraints (and a lack of a national highway-funding program), led to an 
examination of alternative financing arrangements and public-private 
partnership options. 

The APTC fully supports the provinces in their program to upgrade Atlantic 
Canada's highway network. A long-term, federal-provincial national highway 
agreement with substantial funding from the federal government would have 
avoided the need for tolls in Atlantic Canada. The APTC is also concerned over 
the transfer of control of such important and fundamental infrastructure from the 
public to the private sector. Long-term operation and maintenance decisions will 
now be made according to the terms of the contract in the best interests of the 
shareholders rather than the public. In many instances, both interests will be 
similar: however. examples have already surfaced which reflect this dichotomy 
of views. The APTC has also expressed concern that these public-private 
arrangements resulted in a net outflow of capital from Atlantic Canada as the 
ownership of the private partnership is largely held outside the region. 

In relation to the current situation in New Brunswick, the APTC feels that a 
more progressive and flexible toll structure that includes such features as 
discounts for volume users and for electronic toll collection would be preferable. 
The APTC also supports the view recently expressed by the Honourable Sheldon 
Lee, New Brunswick's Minister of Transportation, that Canada's main eas-west 
highway, the Trans Canada Highway, should be free from tolls and that the 






































