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\ - W, Nassau Lees
v - Broekelman, Geschichte Der Arabischen Literatur.
v - Aydin Sayili, The Observatory in Islam.

t - E. S, Kennedy, The Planetary Equatorium.
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\ - Sachau and Ethé, Catalogue of th: Persian, Turkish, Hindustan: and
Pushtu Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library.

v- Ethé, Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the Library of India Office.

v - A.T. Tagirdzhanov, Opisanie Tadzhikskikh i Per.idskikh Rukopise:
Vostochnogo Otdela Biblioteki LGU,
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\ - Oriental Translation Fund.

v - Nicholas Heer, «Treatise on Existence», in Islamic Philosophical

Theology.
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\ - Ivanow, Descriptive Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the

Collection of the Asiatic Society of Bengal.
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hand, a copyist may overlook glosses consisting of only a few words, It might
also be argued that these 12 glosses are not authentic, and that that is

the reason they occur in so few of the manuscripts. This argument can be

countered, hewever, by the fact that all 12 occur in Yahuda 3872, the

most authoritative of the manuscripts.
5These are the commentaries described in Section V of the Introduc -

tion.
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publice defendit Jacobus Ecker. Bonnae.

The translation, which includes only paragraphs 1-3, 27-29 and 60-
71 was based on five manuscripts: Warner 702(3), Warner 997(1), Warner
723(2), Gotha 87(7) [See Pertsch, Die arabischen Handscriften, p. 156],
and Loth 670. With the exception of the Gotha manuscript, all of these
have been used in the preparation of the peresent edition,

33ee Brockelmann, Geschichte 11, 505, Supplement, JI, 520; and al-
Zirikli, al-A%am, I, 28.

4See Brockelmann, Geschichie, 11, 514, Supplement, II, 535.

90p. cit., 11, 514, Supplement, 1I, 534.

%See °Abd al-Hayy al-Hasani, Nuzhat al-Khawatir, V, 301,

7Al-Kirani, al-4Amam, pp. 107-108.

8See his Handlist of Arabic Manuscripts, pp. 41,52,341,354, 439.

9See Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11 , 956; and G, W.,]. Drewes, “Sech
Joesoep Makasar” Djawa, 1926, No. 2, pp. 83-88.

Section VII

1See Section III of the Introduction.

2This exception might be explained as a case of the glosses from a
manuscript of the long version being added later to the margins of a copy
of the short version. Since none of the glosses refer to the supplemental
paragraphs of the long version, a copyist interested only in adding the
glosses to his own copy might not notice the additional paragraphs at the
end of the manuscript from which he was copying.

3The exceptions are Gloss 15 , which appears in Yahuda 5930, Glosses
23 and 25, which appear in Warner Or, 702(3), Gloss 41, which appears
in Loth 670, and Gloss 43, which appears in Yahuda 3179.

4Other explanations for the reduced occurrence of these 12 glosses
are, of course, possible, Glosses may be left out by a copyist because they

are too long to fit into the space available in the margin. On the other
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Section V

IFor the author see Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 505, Supplement II,
520; and al-Zirikli, al-Aam, I, 28.

2See Vol. I, p. 35.

3See the description of this manuscript in Section VI of the Intro -
duction, p.

4For the aurhor see Brockelman, Geschichte, Supplement, II, 619, For
the work itself see Brockelmann, op. cit., II, 266, Supplement, ITI, 1271;
and al-Baghdadi, Idak al-Maknin, 1, 567.

5See Muhammad As®ad Talas, al-Kashshdf San Makhtatat Khaza’in

Kutub al- Awqaf, p. 277.
6See the description of this manuscript in Section VI of the Intro-

ducton, p.

7He is also the author of a gloss on al-Taftiazani’s commentary on
al-°Aqa’id of al-Nasafi (See Brockelmann, Geschichte, Supplement, I, 759),
of a Persian tafsir on sirah 108 of the Qur’an, and of another work, in
Arabic, entitled Risalat Abhath (See Ivanow, Descriptive Catalogue of the
Persian Manuscripts in the Collection of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, p. 471).

8See Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the Library of the India Office,
I1, 168.

9See Ivanow and Hosain, Catalogue of the Arabic Manuscripts in the
Collection of the Royal Asiatic Society of Bengal, 1, 583-584.

Section VI

I1See Section III of Introduction, p.

2Gémii de Dei Existentia et Attributis Libellus “Stratum Solve!” sipe & Unio
Pretiosus.” Pars Prior. Prolegomena una cum capitibus selectis in Latinum
sermonem translatis, Dissertatio quam ad summos in philosophia honores
auctcritate amplissimi philosophorum ordinis in alma litterarum Univer.

sitate Fridericia Gu.lelmia Rhenana rite impetrandos scripsit et una cum

sententiis controversis die X mensis Martii a, MDCCCLXXIX hora XIT
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version includes two additional questions dealing with the impotence of
contingent being and the emanation of multiplicity from unity.

3Tashkubrizadah, al-Shagd’iq al-Numaniyah, 1, 390-391.

4The first nine of these questions are treated in the original version
whereas the last two are dealt with in the supplemental paragraphs of the
long version. The nine questions treated in the original version can be
reduced to the six questions mentioned in al-Shaqa’iq al-Nu®maniyah by
combining the two questions dealing with Gcd’s knowledge, considering
the question of the dependence of an eternal effect on a free agent as part
of the question of God’s power, and considering the question of God’s
attributes in general as a preface to the following questions dealing with
the attributes in detail,

5Insofar as has been possible the sources of all quotations and para-
phrases, whether acknowledged by al-]Jami or not, have been indicated in
the notes to the translation of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah and the Glosses.

6See his Khatimah, British Museum MSOr. 218, fol. 172b.

7Ecker, Gémii de Dei Existentia et Attributis Libellus, p. 26.

8Al-Kirani, al-Amam li-Igaz al-Himam p. 107.

Section IV

IThe principal source for al-Lari’s life is al-Kashifi’s Rashahdt, pp.
163-1 73. Other sources include Babur’s Bdbur-nama, pp. 284-285; Dara
Shikuh, Safinat al-Awliya, p. 84; al-Sanhuti, al/-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, p. 153;
and al-Lahawri, Khazinat al-Asfiya, 1, 598.

2The name of a city and district in the province of Fars, See G,
Le Strange, Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, p. 291.

3See Storey, Persian Literature, 1, 956-958.

4See Brockelmann, I, 369, Supplement, I, 533.

5See Brockelmann, Geschichte I, 787. A copy of this work is to be
found on folios 15b-33bof MS Loth 6 70 in the India Office Library, See

the description of this manuscript in Section VI of the Introduction, p.
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the year 873, the year of his accession, and 877, the year al-Jami was
unjustly accused of having ridiculed Shiite beliefs because of what he was
alleged to have written in this work.

5For a detailed description of the Haft Awrang and the three diwans
see Browne, Literary History, III, 516-548; and Hikmat, 7ami pp. 183-
203 and 207-212. i

6Vol. XVI, New Series, Oriental Translation Fund. Reprinted with
Additions and Corrections. London 1928,

7Printed in the margin of Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi’s Fawdhir al-
Nusits fi Hall Kalimat al-Fusis, Cairo 1304-1323,

8Lithographed in Bombay in 1307,

9See my edition and translation of this work, “Al-Jami’s Treatise on
Existence,” in Islamic Philosophical Theology. Ed. Parviz Morewedge. Albany,
1975,

19See Storey, Persian Literature I, 954-959.

11 See Brockelmmann, Geschichte, I, 369, Supplement, I, 533; and
Browne, Literary History, 111, 514.

12See Browne, Literary History, 111, 515,

Sect’'on III

1The muhakamah was a genre of writing in which the author compared
two opposing points of view or positions and then attempted an adjudi -
cation or possibly a reconciliation between them, Probably the most famous
work of this type was Qutb al—Din al-Razi’s al- Muhakamat, in which he
attempted to reconcile the opposing views of Fakhr al-Din z1-Rizi and
Nasir al-Din al-Tasi as expressed in their respective commentaries of Ibn
Sina’s Isharat.

2The six questions referred to here are apparently those pertaining to
God’s existence, His unity, His knowledge, His will, His power, and His

speech, all of which are dealt with in the original or short version. The long
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Section 1II
INo complete or exhaustive list of al-Jami’s works has yet been
compiled. One of the problems facing the compiler of such a list is that
al-Jami seems to have given definite titles only to his major works, Conse-
quently, the titles of his minor works often differ from copy to copy, each
title being based on a different key word or expression to be found in the
intitial paragraphs of the text. Accurate identification of a copy of a par-

ticular work must, therefore, be based on the beginning lines of the work

at least, if not on the entire text.

The most thorough lists compiled to date are the following:

1. The description of MS No. 894, containing 37 of al-Jami’s works,
given by Sachau and Ethé in their Catalogue of the Persian, Turkish, Hin -
dustani and Pushtu Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library, pp. 608-615,

2. The description of MS No. 1357, containing 22 of al-Jami’s
prose works, given by Ethé in his Catalogue of the Persian Manuscripts in the
Library of the India Office, II, 762.765.

3. The hst compiled by A.T. Tagirdzhanov on pp. 311-318 of his
Opisanie Tadzhikskikhi Persidskikh Rukopisei Vostochnogo Otdela Biblioteki LGU.

4, “Ali Asghar Hikmat’s description of al-Jami’s works on pp. 166 -
213 of his book, Fimi.

5. The list of printed editions and translations of al-Jami’s works
on pp 26-35 of Edw-rd Edwards A Catalogue of the Persian Printed Books in
the British Museum, |

2See fol, 172b of British Museum MS Or. 218.

3See pp. 86-67,

4This is the date given in the colophon of the first daftar on p. 183
of Aqda Murtada’s edition of the Haft Awrang. Although al-Jami often
mentioned the date for the completion of a work, usually in its last lines,

he did not do so in the case of this work. However, since the first daftar

is dedicated to Sultin Husayn Bayqarai, it must have been written between



28 al-Durrah al-Fikhirah

22A1-Jami’s letters to “Ubayd Allih al-Ahrar are preserved in his
Risalah-t Munsha’at. See Hikmat, Fami, p. 205.

23As, for example, in the first daftar of his Silsilat al-Dhahab (al-
Jami, Haft Awrang, p. 158), in his Tuhfat ul-Akrar (al-Jami, Haft Awrang,
p. 384), and in his third Diwan (Khatimat al-Hayat). See Hikmat, Fami,
pp. 72-76,

24See Storey, Persian Literature, I, 789-795,

25See Babur, Babur-nama, pp. 283-292.

26The passage in question is entitled “Dar bayan-i ankih akthar-i
khalg-i ilam riy-i parastish dar mawhiim wa-mukhayyal darand”, which
may be translated “In explanation of the fact that most of the people of
the world have the object of [their] worship in their own imagination
and fancy”. See al-Jami, Haft Awrang, p. 52,

27See al-Zirikli, al-A%am, VII, 280, andj’autograph No, 1240
opposite p. 273 ; and Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 120, Supplement, 1I,
116.

28He is perhaps to be identified with a certain °Ata’ Allah al-®Ajami
whose biography is given in Tashkubrizadah’s al-Shaqd’iq al-Numaniyah,
I 334

29The ashrafi was a gold coin first issued by the Mamliik sultan, al-
Ashraf Barsbay, and weighing about 3.41 grams or . 11 of a troy ounce.
See Bacharach, “The Dinar Versus the Ducat”, I7MES, IV, 77-96.
Five thousand ashrafis would therefore weigh abouti 17,050 grams or
550 ounces.

308ee Tashkubrizadah, al-Shaga’iq al-Nu®maniyah, 1, 390-391.

3ITwo letters of Bayazid 1I to al-Jami with al-Jami’s answers are
preserved in Faridan Beg’s Munsha’at al-Salatin, 1, 361-364. See Hikmat,
Fami, pp. 44-47.

32See Tashkubrizadah, al-Shaqa’iq al-Nu°maniyah, 1, 389-3 90,

33For the description of his tomb, see Hikmat, Jami, pp. 214-228.
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Hifiz al-Bukhiri A disciple of Baha’ al-Din al-Nagshbar d, the founder of the
Nagshbandi order, he died unexpectedly in 822 in Medina after comp -
leting the pilgrimage. See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp. 392-396, al -
Sanhiti, al-Anwdr al-Qudsiyah, pp. 142-145; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-
Awliya’, p. 79; al-Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 57-63.

1He died in 860. See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp. 403-405; al-
Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 117-133; al-Sanhiti, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, pp.
151-152; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliya’, pp. 81-82 (under the name
Nizam Khamiish).

12He died in 791. See al-Jami, MNafahat al-Uns, pp. 384-389; al-
Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 53-75; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliya’, pp. 78-79;
and al-Sanhiti, al-Anwdr al-Qudsiyah, pp. 126-142.

13See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp. 400-402; al-Kashifi, Rashahat, pp.
108-117; and al-Sanhiiti, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, pp. 150-151,

14See al-Jami, Nafakat al-Uns, pp. 389-392; al-Kashifi, Raskakat, pp.
79-90; Dara Shikih, Safinat al-Awliya’, p. 80; and al-Sanhiti, al-Anwir
al=Qudsiyah, pb. 145-148,

15See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp 452-453.

16He was the son of Khwijah Muhammad Parsi, mentioned above.
See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp. 396-397; al-Kashifi, Rashahat, pp. 63-
64; Dara Shikah, Safinat al-Awliya’, pp. 79-80; and al-Sanhiiti, al- Anwdir
al-Qudsiyah, p. 144.

17See al-]Jami, Nafahat al-Uns, pp 455-456.

18See al-Jami, op.cit., pp. 496-498.

19See al-Jami, op. cit., pp. 501-503,

20See al-Jumi, op. cit.. pp. 456-457.

21He was born in 806 and died in 895, See al-Jami, Nafahat al-Uns,
pp. 406-4 13 ; al-Sanhiti, al-Anwar al-Qudsiyah, pp. 157-175; Tashkubri-
zadah, al-Shaga’iq al-Nu®maniyah, I, 381-389; Dara Shikuh, Safinat al-
Auwliya’, pp. 80-81; and especially al-Ka-hifi, Rashahat, pp. 207-242,
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life given here is based on al-Kashif?’s Rashahat, pp. 133-163; and al-
Lari's Khatimah, especially fols, 156b~158b, 170a-170b, and 172a-173b.

3The shorter commentary by Sa°d al-Din al-Taftazani on Talkhis
al-Miftah, an abridgement of the third part of al-Sakkaki’s Miftah al-°Ulim
by Jamail al-Din al-Qazwini. See Brockelmann, Geschichte, I, 352-354.

4Any one of several commentaries on the third part of al-Sakkaki’s
Miftah al-*Ulim. See Brockelmmann, loc, cit.

5The longer commentary of al-Taftazani on al-Qazwini’s Talkhis al-
Miftah. See Brockelmann, loc.cit,

6His full name was Shihab al-Din Misa ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmad
al-Riimi. See al-Zirikli, al- Aam, VIII, 282; Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11,
975; Tashkubrizadah, al-Shaga'ig al-NuSmaniyah, 1, 77-81 (under the
biography of his grandfather, Mahmud). The year 815 given as the date
of his death by Brockelmann is clearly an error, Al-Zirikli places his death
at about 840. Since he worked on the famous zij of Ulugh Beg after
Ghiyath al-Din Jamshid's death in 832 (or 833 according to some sources),
but died himself before the zij was completed in 841, his death could
only have occurred within this period. See Aydin Sayili, The Observatory
in Islam, pp. 259-289; E. S. Kennedy, The Planetary Equatorium, pp. 3-7,
and Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11,275-276, If Qadi-Zadah died as late as
841, al-Jami would at that time have been only 24.

7A commentary on al-Tadkirah al-Nasiriyah by Nasir al-Din al-Tisi.
See Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 6 74-675,

8A commentary on al-Mulakhkhas fi al-Hay’ah by Mahmid ibn
Muhammad ibn “Umar al-Jaghmini .See Brockelmann, Geschichte, I, 624,
Supplement, I, 865,

9°Ala al-Din €Ali ibn Muhammad al-Qushji, a former student of
Qadi-Zadah, completed Ulugh Beg’s zij after his teacher’s death, See
Brockelmann, Geschichte, 11, 305, Supplement, II, 329.

10Hjs full name was Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Mahmad al-
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used to indicate words and phrases quotad from al-Durrah al-Fakhirah
or the Glosses.

2. Numerals at the head of sections refer to the corresponding paragraph
numbers of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah,

3. Numerals within square brackets at the head of sections refer to the

numbers of the coresponding glosses.

NOTES TO THE INTRODUCTION

Section 1

IThe district of Jam is located in the north-east corner of the
province of Quhistan near the Herat River. See G, Le Strange, Tte
Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, pp. 356-58,

2The principal sources for al-Jami’s life are:1) the biographical
account given by his disciple “Abd al-Ghafir al-Lari in the Kkhatimah, or
Takmilah, appended to his Hashiyah on al-Jami’s Nafahat al-Uns (See
Storey, Persian Literature, 1, 956-958); 2) al-Kashifi’s Rashahdt-i Ayn al-
Hayat, completed in 909 (Storcy, op. cit., 1. 964—); 3) Mir “Ali-Shir
Nawa’is Khamsat al-Mutahayyirin, written in Turki in memory of al-Jami
(Storey, op.cit., I, 789-790) ; and 4) Tashkubrizadah’s al-Shagd’q al-
Nu®maniyah; 1, 389-392,

Other sources include : al-Shawkani, al-Badr al-Tali% 1, 327-328;
al-Laknawi, al-Fawd’id al-Bahiyah, pp. 86-88; al-Sanhiti, al-Anwar al-
Qudsiyak, pp. 152-153; al-Nabhani, 7ami® Karamat al-Awliya’, 11, 154;
Dara Shikah, Safinat al-Awliya’, pp. 82-84,

Modern accounts of his life are given by E.G. Browne in his Literary
History of Persia, I11, 507-548; by A.J. Arberry in his Classical Persian
Literature, pp. 425-450; by W. Nassau Lees in the English preface to his
edition of al-Jami’s Nafahdt al-Uns, and by “Ali-Asghar Hikmat in his
book, Fami, published in Tehran in 1320/1942.

Except where other sources are cited, the brief account of al-Jami’s
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manuscripts when they are cited in the notes:
I Yahuda 3872
< Tasawwuf 300

Majami¢ TalCt 217

Yahuda 5373

& Or,Oct, 1854

e )

s  Warner Or. 997 (1)
; Loth 670

L Majami® Taymir 134
& °Aqa’id Taymir 393

¢ Warner Or. 702(3)
O Bukhiri 427-8

o« “Amm 9276

£ Hikmah 24

< Yahuda 3049
w2 Yahuda 5930

2. The Arabic words 4l«J and =~ and the letters & (for ,al5) and # (for
“5wi), used in the margins of some of the manuscripts to indicate

variant, suggested, or corrected readings, are retained in the notes
where these readings are cited.
3. Numerals within parentheses, ( — ), refer to the notes at the bottom of

the page.

B. In al-Durrah al-Fikhirah

1. Numerals within square brackets, [ ], refer to al-Jami’s Glosses and

are placed at the point in the text where the gloss is to be read.

2. A “v” indicates that the word or phrase which follows is dealt with

in al-Lari’s Commentary.

C. In al-Lari’s Commentary

1. Overlining, in the Arabic text, and underlining, in the translation, are
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that the remaining four constitute a second group. For these two glosses
two manuscripts from the first group, Yahuada 3872 and °Aqad’id Taymir
393, and two from the second group have been collated and their variant
readings cited in the notes.

The other additional glosses, Nos, 15,18,20,23-25 and 40-43, are
contained in too few manuscripts for any definite groups to be determined
from a comparison of variant readings. In most cases, therefore, all the
manuscripts containing tl.ese glosses have been collated and their variant
readings cited in the notes.

It should be noted that in order to indicate which manuscripts have
been collated in establishing the text of a particular gloss, the symbols
designating those manuscripts have been placed in parentheses at tha head
of the notes pertaining to that gloss.

C. Al-Lari’s Commentary

Al-Lari’s Commentary is found in only six of the manuscripts which
contain al-Durrak al-Fakhirak. These are ‘Amm 9276, “Aqa’id Taymir
393, Bukhara 427-8, Tasawwuf 300, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373.
All of those manuscripts except “Aqa’id Taymir 393 contain the long
version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirak. On the other hand, no copies of the
Commentary were found in any manuscript which did not contain al-Durrah
al-Fakhirah with at least some of the glosses.

On the basis of a comparison of variant readings these six manus-
cripts fall into two groups. The first of these includes Bukhara 427-8,
Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373, and the second “Amm 9276, “Aqa’id
Taymiir 393 and Tasawwuf 300. Two manuscripts from each group have
been used in the collation, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373 from the first
group and °Aqa’id Taymir 393 and Tasawwuf 300 from the second.

VIII. Notes on the Signs and Symbols Used

A. In the Arabic texts generally:

1. The following Arabic letters have been used to designate the
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shown to be authentic, the present edition of the Glosses has nevertheless
been limited to the 45 glosses contained in Yahuda 3872. It should be
noted that each of thes 45 glosses appears in at least two other manuscripts
with the exception of gloss No. 25, which appears in only one other
manuscript. However, since this gloss is quoted by al-Lariin his Commentary
there can be no doubt as to its authenticity.

A comparison of variant readings in the original 33 glosses reveals
that nine of the 18 manuscripts containing these glosses fall into two distinct
groups, The first of those includes “Amm9276, ©Aqa’id Taymiir 393 ,Bukhara

427-8, Tasawwuf 300, and Yahuda 3872. The other contains Hikmah
24, Or, Oct. 1854, Warner Or. 702(3), and Yahuda 5373. Four of the

remaining manuscripts, Loth 6 70, Majami® Tal%t 217, Majami® Taymir
134, and Yahuda 3049 cannot be placed in either of these groups nor
do they seem to constitute any additional group or groups in themselves,
The other five manuscripts contain too few glosses for a comparison of

variant readings to be made.

Since of these 18 manuscripts only Yahuda 3872 and Warner Or.

702 (3) contain all 33 original glosses, it has not been possible to use the

same manuscripts in establishing the texts of all 33 glosses. As a general
rule, four manuscripts have been collated for each gloss. These are Yahuda
3872 and Warner Or. 702(3), representing each of the two groups, and
one other manuscript from each group selected from among those manus-
cripts which happen to contain the gloss in question,

Of the additional glosses, Nos. 5 and 13 are each contained in
seven manuscripts, Six manuscripts, °Aqd’id Taymir 393, Bukhara 427-8,
Majami¢ Talat 217, Tasawwuf 300, Yahuda 3872 and Yahuda 5373,
contain both of these glosses, Majami® Taymiir 134 contains gloss No, 5
and °Amm 9276 contains gloss No. 13. Variant readings in these two
glosses indicate that four of these eight manuscripts, “Aqd’id Taymur 393,

Tasawwuf 300, Yahuda 3872, and Yahuda 5373, form one group, and
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indicated. It should be noted that 12 of the glosses, Nos. 5,13,15,18,20,
23-25 and 40-43 occur in appreciably less manuscripts than do the
other glosses, and with the obvious exception of ‘Aqa’id Taymiir 39 3,2
are usually in manuscripts containing the long versions of the text.3 This
can be clearly seen by comparing the glosses contained in the two manus-
cripts of the long version with the most glosses, namely Yahuda 3872 and
Yahuda 5373, with the two manuscripts of the short version containing
the most glosses, namely Warner Or. 723(2) and Or. Oct. 1854. It there-
fore seems possible that these 12 glosses were added by al-Jami to the
original 33 at some later time, perhaps at the time the supplement was
added, although it should be noted that none of the 45 glosses refer to
passages or statements in the supplement.4

The accompanying table also indicates which of the glosses are dealt
with in al-Lari’s Commsntary as well as in the other commentaries con —
sulted.3 It has not been possible to use these commentaries in establishing
the text of the Glosses, since, with the exception of the commentary of
Muhammad Maam, the glosses are rarely quoted in their entirety.
Unfortunately the poor condition of the manuscript of Muhammad Ma®sam’s

commentary has prevented its use for this purpose.

Several of the manuscripts, particularly Majami® Taymar 134,
contain glosses which are attributed to al-Jami by means of the word minhu
but which are not contained in any of the other manuscripts, or at most
in only one other manuscript. Are these glosses to be considered authentic
or not? None of them occur in cither Yahuda 3872 or Tasawwuf 300,
both of which must be considered authoritative manuscripts because of
their transmission through Ibrahim al-Kirani, nor are any of them men-
tioned in al-Lari’s Comm:ntary or any of the other commentaries which
have been consulted. Although it is possible that as yet unexamined manu-
scripts of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah may also contain additional glosses attri-

buted to al-Jami, and that some or all of these glosses may ultimately be
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Majami® TalCat 217, Sprenger 677 and Tasawwuf Talat 1587. The second
group consists of Hikmah 24, Or. Oct. 1854, Warner Or. 702(3), Yahuda
3049 and Yahuda 5373. The remaining 12 manuscripts do not seem to

fall into any definite groups. Of the total of 25, seven representative
manuscripts, Majami® Talat 217, Tasawwuf 300, and Yahuda 3872,
from the first group, Or, Oct, 1854 and Yahuda 5373 from the second
group, and Loth 670 and Warner Or, 997( 1) from the remaining manu -
scripts have been chosen for the final collation, and their variant readings

have been cited in the notes.
The eleven copies of the supplement fall into four groups. The first
of these contains Cairo 1328, Majami® Talat 274, Tasawwuf 300 and

Yahuda 3872. The second group includes Bukhara 427-8, Yahuda 3049
and Yahuda 5373, and the third “Amm 9276 (both copies) and Majami®

Tal®at 217. Majami® Taymir 134 evidently forms a group of its own. Of

these 11 copies, four, one from each group, have been chosen for collation.
These are Yahuda 3872, Yahuda 5373, Majami® Talat 217 and Majami®
Taymair 134.

B. The Glosses

Al-Jami’s Glosses are generally found written in the margins of the
manuscripts opposite the statement or passage in the text to which they
refer . Occasionally, as in Yahuda 5930 and Yahuda 1308, a gloss has
been incorporated into the text, and sometimes, as in Warner Or. 702(3)
and Bukhara 427-8, the glosses have been written on separate slips of
paper which have then been inserted between the folios of the manuscript.
At the end of each gloss the word minku (by him) is usually written to
indicate that the gloss is by the author himself and to distinguish it from
the many other glosses and notes which fill the margins of many of the
manuscripts.

Oanly 18 of the 25 copies of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah were found to
contain any of the glosses at all, and only one, Yahuda 3872, contained all

of the 45 glosses included in the present edition, In the accompanying

table the particular glosses contained in each of these manuscripts are
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copies, as indicated by marginal notations, 3) the ‘act that tha version of
the text copied had been transmitted by an authorized teacher, and 4) the
reputation of the copyist as ascholar in the subject of the work in question.
Moreover, on the basis of these considerations, Yahuda 3872 must be
regarded as the best and most authoritative of all the manuscripts, Its
readings have therefore usually been adopted in cases where no one reading

is supported by a majority of the selected manuscripts,

A. The Text of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

Thetext of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah exists in both short and long versions.
The short version ends with paragraph 73, and, as previously stated, probably
represents the original text of the work which al-Jami sent to the Ottoman
sultan, Muhammad II, ! The long version contains the additional paragraphs
74-92 which were apparently written later to complete the work. Only ten of
the 25 copies used here contained the long version of the text, In oneof
these, Majami® Talt 217, the additional paragraphs of the long version
have been added in a different hand to the end of a copy of the short
version. In another, “Amm 9276, the additional paragraphs appear twice,
once in their proper place and once again at the end of al-Lari’s Commentary.
Because these additional paragraphs have at times been copied separately
from the rest of the text, they have been considered to constitute a distinct
work in themselves with respect to the collation of the manuscripts and their
distribution into groups. Consequently in what follows the short version
has generally been referred to as the original text, whereas the additional
pararaphs of the long version have been called the supplement,

Of the 25 copies of the original text consulted, eight can be classified
according to varint readings as forming one definite group and five more
as forming another group. The first of these groups can be further divided
into two subgroups, one of which comprises Cairo 1328, Majami® Talt

274, Tasawwuf 300 and Yahuda 3872, and the other “Aqa’id Taymur 393,



18 al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

Kiarani known collectively as al- Tahrirat al-Bahirah li-Mabahith al-Durrah
al-Fakhirah.

Yahuda 5373 Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University
Library. A large collection of works and chapters from works all of which
are copied in the same hand and deal with various aspects of wahdat al-
wujad Sufism, Included are the long version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah with
the glosses (fols. 8b-32b), the Commentary of al-Lari (fols. 33b-47b), al-
Jami’s Risalah fi al-Wuyad (fols. lb—4a), and al-Karani’s al~Tahrirat al-
Bahirah (fols. 185b-199a). The copy of al-Durrak al-Fakhirah is dated 6
Rabi¢ al-Awwal and that of the Commentary 19 Rabi¢ al-Awwal 1104,
At the end of the copy of al-Tahrirat al-Bahirak, which is dated 19
Jumada al-Akhirah 1120, the copyist has given his name simply as Yahya.

Yahuda 5930. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University Lib-

rary. Contains short version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah with a few of the

glosses (fols. 326a-334b). Al-Jami's Risalat fi al-Wujid is found on fols.

334b-336b. No date or copyist is mentioned.

VII. The Establishment of the Texts.

~In establishing the texts of all three works an attempt was made to
divide the manuscripts into groups on the basis of their variant readings.
From each group one or two representative manuscripts were then selec—
ted, and these manuscripts were then collated and their variant readings

cited in the notes.

The selection of these representative manuscripts was based on a
number of considerations, These included 1) the care with which a
manuscript had been copied as evidenced by the lack of obvious mistakes,

2) the fact that a manuscript had been collated by the copyist with other
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Yahuda 3179. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University

Library. Contains short version and a few of the glosses (fols. 6b-11a).

The manuscript is undated, and the copyist is not named.

Yahuda 3872. Robert Garret Collection, Princeton University
Library. Contains long version with all 45 of the glosses (fols. 3a-23a) as
well as al-Larl’s Commentary (fols. 28b-39a) and al-Jami’s Risalah fi al-
Wujid (fols, 24a-27b). All three works were copied in Medina at the
ribat of al-Imam cAli al-Murtada by Yasuf al-T3j ibn ¢Abd Allah ibn
Abi al-Khayr al-Jawi al-Maqasiri al—QalaCi(?) al-Manjalawi, who, as
has been mentioned, was also the copyist of Sprenger 677. The three
works are dated respectively 2,3, and 9 Rabi¢ al-Thani 1075. On fol. 23a
the copiyt states that he wrote this copy on the order of his teacher and
spiritual guide al-Muhaqqiq al-Rabbani al-Mulla Ibrahim al-Kirani.
Although there is no ijazeh by Ibrahim al-Kiarani on the manuscript
itself, it would appear from th s statement that Yiasuf al-Taj was studying
these three works under him when he copied them. The isnad of 1brabim
al-Kirani’s authority to teach these works has already been given in the
description of Tasawwuf 300. Yisuf al-Taj, as his nisbak, al-Jawi, indica-
tes was originally from Indonesia. His nisbah al-Maqasiri refers to Macas-
sar on the island of Celibes. According to P, Voorhoeve® he is to be
identified with the famous saint known as Shaykh Joseph, who was
banished by the Dutch to the Cape of Good Hope in 1694 A.D. Shaykh
Joseph was born in Macassar in 1036/1626, left for Mecca and Medina
in 1054/1644, and died in Capetown in 1110/1699.9 The passage pre-
viously quoted from al-Shaga’iq al-Nu‘maniyah describing the circum -
stances in which al-Jami wrote al-Durrah al-Fikhirah is writtenon fol. 3a.
Written in the margins of a/~Durrah al-Fakhirah, in addition to al-Jami’s

glosses, and in a different hand, are some of the glosses of Ibrahim al-
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al-Husayni al-Nahrawili,® and Mulla Muhammad Amin, the nephew
(1bn ukht) of al-Jami. This isndd is the same as the one given by al-

Kiirani in his al-Amam li-Igaz al-Himam.7

Tasawwuf Talcat 1587. Dar al-Kutub al-Misrianh, Cairo. Contains
short version and no glosses (fols. 116a-132a). The manuscript is dated

the end of Jumada al-Ula 969, but name of copyist is not given.

Warner Or. 702(3). Leiden University Library (Voorhoeve. Handlist,
P. 357). Contains short version and glosses (fols. 162a-165a). Although
date and copyist are not mentioned, the manuscript is carefully written

and includes all the original glosses,

Warner Or. 723(2). Leiden University Library (Voorhoeve, Handlist,
p. 357). Contains short version without glosses (fols. 19b-27b). No

mention made of date or copyist,

Warner Or. 997(1). Leiden University (Voorhoeve, Handlist, p.
357). Contains short version without glosses (fols. 2b-9b). Neither
copyist nor date is mentioned.

Yahuda 1308. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University
Library. Contains short version (fols. 1a-15a) with none of the glosses
except No. 45, which has been incorporated into the text at the very end.
Althougl: the copyist is not mentioned, the manuscript is dated the middle
of Dhii al-Qacdah 1177. Fols. 15b-137b contain a copy of al-Jami’s
Tafsir.

Yahuda 3049. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University Lib—
rary. Contains long version and glosses (13 unnumbered fols). Without
date or name of copyist. Some of the glosses of Ibrahim al-Kiarini known
as al-Tahrirat al-Bahirah li-Mabahith al-Durrah al-Fakhirah are also found

in the margins.
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ibn Muhammad al-Bukhari. Also included in the same hand is a copy

of al-Jami’s Risalah fi al-Wujid (fols. 69b-70b),

Rylands 111, The John Rylands Library, Manchester (Mingana,
Catalogue, p. 164). An incomplete copy containing paragraphs 1-23
only (fols. la—13a) and a few of the glosses. It is dated 1859 A.D.

Sprenger 677. Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin
(Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis, 1I, 535). Contains short version without glosses
(fols. 91a-107a). Copy was completed at the end of Shawwal 1066 by
Yasuf ibn Abi al-Jalal cAbd Allah al-Jawi al-Magqasiri, who also copied
Yahuda 3872 nine years later in 1975.

Sprenger 1820¢, Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Berlin
(Ahlwardt, Verzeichnis, 1I,
the glosses (fols. 58a-69a), Copy is dated Muharram 1082, but the

586). Contains short version and a few of

copyist is not mentioned. Also contains a copy of al-Jami’s Risalah fi

al-Wujid (fols. 99b-100b).

Tasawwuf 300. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, Cairo, Contains long
version with glosses (pp. 1-51) and al-Lari’s Commentary (pp. 54-91).
Both works were copied by Ibrahim ibn Hasan al-Tabbakh. A/-~Durrah
al-Fikhirah was completed on 10 Ramadan 1290 and the commentary
on 15 Shawwil of the same year, At the end of al-Durrak al-Fakhirah,
on p. 51, the copyist has reproduced the #jazak of Ibrahim ibn Hasan
al-Kiirani3 to Ahmad ibn al-Banni’ dated 23 Dha al-Qatdah 1074,
which he says he found on the manuscript from which this copy was
made, In the {jdzah Ibrahim al-Kuarani states that his own authority
to transmit this work goes back to al-Jami through his teacher, Safi al-
Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad [al-Qushashi] al-Madani,4 Abi al-Mawi-
hib Ahmad ibn C€Ali al-Shinnawi,5 al-Sayyid Ghadanfar ibn JaCfar
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fi <llm al-Kalam of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Cairo: Matbacat Kurdistan
al-¢Ilmiyah, 1328.

Hikmah 24 . Maktabat al-Baladiyah, Alexandria, Containsthe short

version and glosses (fols, 1b-13a). Neither copist nor date is mentioned.

Houtsma 46 4. Robert Garrett Collection, Princeton University Lib-
rary (Hitti, Descriptive Catalogue, p. 478). Contains short version with
no glosses (fols, 55a-64b). No date or copyist mentioned.

Lotk 670. India Office Library, London (Loth, Catalogue, p. 185).
Contains short version and glosses (fols. 1b-15a). No date or copyist men-
tioned. On folios 15b-33b is a copy of cAbd al-Ghafar al-Lari’s com-
mentary on Najm al-Din al-Kubra’s al-Usil al-°Asharah. Following
this is a copy of al-Jami’s Shark Hadith Abi Dharr al-°Ugayli.

Majamic Talt 217. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, Cairo. Contains
short version with glosses (fols. 84a-96a). At the end of the short

version the supplemental paragraphs of the long version have been
added in a different hand (fols. 95a-96b). These have been joined to
the short version by pasting a piece of paper over the original colophon

and then continuing the text onit. Neither date nor copyist is mentioned.

Majam¢ Tal¢at 274 Dar al-Kutub al Misriyah, Cairo. Contains
long version but none of the glosses (pp. 187-199). No date or copyist

is mentioned.

Majami® Taymir 134. Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyah, Cairo. Contains
long version and glosses (fols. 140a-159b). No date or copyist is

mentioned,

Or. Oct. 1854. Staatsbibliothek Preussischer Kulturbesitz Marburg.
Contains short version and glosses (fols. 63a-70b). Copied by Muhammad
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A description of each of these 25 copies follows:

cAmm 9276. Dar al-Kutub al-Zahiriyah, Damascus. Contains the
long version with glosses (fols. 140b.149b) and al-Lari’s Commentary
(fols. 125b-137b). At the end of the commentary the supplemental
paragraphs of the long version appear againt with some variant rea -
dings (fols, 137b-139b). Also contained in this manuscript is a copy in
the same hand of al-Risalah al-Qudsiyah al-Tahirah bi-Sharh al-Durrah
al-Fakhirah of Tbrahim ibn Haydar ibn Ahmad al-Kurdi al-Husaynaba-
di (fols. 89b-124b). At the end of this work the copyist has given his
name as Muhammad ibn €Abd al-Latif al-Hanbali with the date 5
Jumada al-Ula 1127.

€Aga’id Taymiar 393. Dar al-Misriyah, Cairo (Fihris al-Khizanah
al-Taymiriyah TV, 122). Contains the short version and glosses (fols.
200b-209b) and, in a different hand, al-Lar’s Commentary (fols. 18%a-
200a). The copy of the Commentary was completed by Ahmad ibn
Muhammad on 23 Shawwal 1085 in Medina., The manuscript also
contains a copy of al-Jami’s Risalak fi al-Wujid (fols. 168a-180a) and
on the margins of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, in addition to al-Jami’s own
glosses, portions of Ibrahim al-Kirani’s glosses, al-Tahrirat al-Bahirah.
Written on fol, 200b is the passage from al-Shaqa’iq al-NuSmaniyah
previously quoted, giving the circumstances of the composition of al-

Durrah al-Fakhirah.

Bukhara 427-8. Asiatic Museum, Leningrad. Contains the long
version and glosses (fols. 31b-53a), and al-Lari’s Commentary (fols. 53b-

74b). The copyist of both work was Mulla Mirza ‘Abd al-Rasal al-
Tajir al-Bukhari who completed the copy of the Commentary at the
beginning of Rabi¢ al-Akhir 1314.

Cairo 1328. Printed at the end (pp. 247-296) of Asis al-Taqdis
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of folios 89b-124b of MS “Amm 9276, which also contains copies of al-

Durrah al-Fikhirah and al-Lari’s commentary.®

3. Al-Faridah al-Nadirah fi Sharh al-Durrah al-Fakhirah by Abu al-
“Ismah Muhammad ‘Macsﬁm ibn Mawlani Baba al-Samarqgandi.7 A
lengthy commentary on the long version of al-Durrah al-Fikhirah and 32
of al- Jami’s glosses, Apparently only one manuscript of the work is
known, MS No. 1364 (Delhi 1841) in the India Office Library in London.
Unfortunately this copy, consisting of 318 folios, is badly worm-eaten and

water—stained and, consequently, somewhat difficult to read.8

4, Sharh al-Durrah al-Fakhirah by an unknown author, Another
lengthy commentary on the long version and a few of the glosses. The only
known copy of this work is MS No. 1125 (Ar. 640), consisting of 163

folios, in the Library of the Asiatic Society in Calcutta.9

V1. The Description of the Manuscripts

As previously stated, al-Durrah al-Fakhirah exists in both short and
“long versions.! Manuscript copies of both versions are numerous and are
to be found in almost every library of Arabic or Persian manuscripts. The

text of the long version was printed in Cairo in 1328, and parts of the

short version were published in Latin translation by Jacobus Ecker as part
of a dissertation printed in Bonn in 18792, Copies of al-Jami’s Glosses and

al-Lari’s Commentary, however, are much less numerous.

In establishing the texts of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, the Glosses, and
the Commentary, a total of 24 manuscripts, in addition to the Cairo
printed edition of 1328, were used. Of these 25 copies, 15 contained the
text of the short version and the remainder the text of the long version.

Eighteen of the manuscripts contained at least some of the Glosses, and

six manuscripts also contained al-Lari’s Commentary.
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Y. Other Commentaries on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah

In addition to al-Lari’s Commentary, a number of other commentaries
have been written on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah., The following works have
proved helpful in preparing the present edition and translation of al-

Durrah at-Fakhirah:

1. Al-Tahrirat al-Bahirah li-Mabahith al-Durrah al-Fakhirak by
Ibrihim ibn Hasan al-Kirani,! A collection of glosses on both the text
of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah as well as of al-Jami's Glosses. From the first
lines of the work it is apparent that these glosses were collected by one of
Ibrihim al-Kiriani’s students. The work is not included in the list of al-
Kiirani’s works given by al-Baghdadi in his Hadiyat al-Ari in,2 mor is it
mentioned by Brockelmann, The manuscripts of the work are in the

Robert Garret Collection of the Princeton University Library, One, Yahuda

4049, consists of 21 folios and was copied in 1118 AH. by a former
student of al-Kiirani named M @sa ibn Ibrahim al-Basri for Sibt Shaykh
al-Islaim Ahmad Afandi, The other consisting of folios 185b-199b of Yahu-
da 5373,3 was copied by a certain Yahya in 1120 A,H. Some of the
individual glosses of this work are found in the margins of al-Durrah al -

Fakhirah in Aqa’id Taymiar 393, Yahuda 3049, and Yahuda 3872,

2. Al-Risalah al-Qudsiyah al-Tahirah bi-Sharh al-Durrah al-Fakhirah by
Ibrahim ibn Ahmad al-Kurdi al-Husaynabadi.# A commentary on the
long version of al-Durrah al-Fiihirah as wellas 20 of al Jami's glosses.
According to a statment of the author at the end of the work, it was

completed in 1106 A.H. Three manuscripts of the work are known. One,
cited by Brockelmann, is in the Maktabat al-Baladiyah in Alexandria, and

another forms part of MS No. 3337 in the Maktabat al - Awgdf in Bagh-

dad.5 A third, in Dar al-Kutub al - Zahiriyah in Damascus, consists
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small treatise on God’s existence and attributes, and if you learn those
things contained in it, that is sufficient, for there is no other work on these

matters to be read or known.7?

Ibrahim al-Kirani in his al-Amam li-igaz al-Himam combines all
three titles and calls the work al-Durrah al-Fakhirah al-Mulagqabah bi-Hutta

Rahlak fi Tahqiq Madhhab al-Sufiyah wa-al-Mutakallimin wa-al-Hukama’ al-
Mutagaddimin 8

Houtsma 464 bears yet another title, Risalat al-Muhakamat, or

Treatise of Adjudications, evidently in reference to the adjudication reques-

ted of al-Jami by Sultan Muhammed IJ.

IV. cAbd al-“hafur al-Lari, the Author of the Commentary
on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah
Radi al-Din “Abd al-Ghafar al-Lari, the author of the Commentary

on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah was both a disciple (murid) and a student
(shdgird) of al-Jami, Like al-Jami, he was also among the group of illus -
trious men in Herat who enjoyed the patronage of the Timirid sultan,
Husayn Biayqara. The biographical sources! do not mention the date of
his birth, but do state that he was from Lar? and that he died in Herat

on 5 Shaban 912 and was buried next to the tomb of al-Jami.

In addition to his Commsntary on al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, al-Lari was
the author of the previously mentioned Hashiyah, or gloss, on al-Jami’s
Nafahat al-Uns together with the Khatimah, or Takmilah, containing the
biography af al-Jami.> He also wrote a hdshiyah on al-Jami’s al-
Fawa’id al-Diya'iyah,* and a Persian commentary on al-Usil al-SAsharah

(or Risalah fi al-Turug) of Najm al-Din al-Kubra,5
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The principal theological works from which al-Jami quotes are al -
Jurjani’s Shark al-Mawagif and al-Taftazani’s Shark al-Magasid. Extensive
passages from al-Tusi’s Sharh al-Isharat and his Risal:h written in answer
to Sadr al-Din al-Qiinawi’s questions are quoted in presenting some of
the positions of the philosophers.

As might be expected, al-Jami’s sources for the Safi position are both
numerous and varied. Among the works quoted from extensively are al-
Fanari’s Misbah al-Uns, al-Qaysari’s Matla® Khusis al-Kilam, al-Hamadha-
ni’s Jubdat al-Hagad’ig, Ibn SArabi’s al-Futihat al-Makkiyah, and al-Qinawi’s
Kitab al-Nusiis as well as his Iaz al-Bayan,

D. The Various Titles by which the work is known. The title given

to al-Durrah al-Fakhirah varies from manuscript to manuscript. The two

most common titles are al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, and Risalah fi Tahqiq Madhhab
al-Sifiyah wa-al- Mutakallimin wa-al-Hukamd’, or some variant of this latter
title derived from the first sentence of the second paragraph of the work,
Al-Jami’s disciple, ©Abd al-Ghafiir al-Lari, in listing al Jami’s works,
gives the title as Risalah-i Tahqig-i Madhhab-i Sifi wa-Mutakallim wa-Hakim.
Often the two titles are combined as in the Cairo printed edition of

1328.

A few manuscripts have an additional subtitle, Hutta Rahlak, meaning
“put down your saddle bag”, Yahuda 3872 and cAqd’id Taymir 393
both bear this as a subtitle to al-Durrah al-Fakhirah., Jacobus Ecker, in
describing the manuscripts he used in preparing his Latin translation of
selected passages from the work mentions that Gotha MS. No, 87 also
bears this subtitle. He further states that in the colophon of this manus-
cript the copyist has written that the meaning of Hufta Rahlak is Inzil
hahuna, fa-ma ba°d cAbbadan qaryah, that is, Dismount here, for there are

no towns after CAbbadan, Ecker interprets this to mean: If you read this
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or because it avoids problems necessarily resulting from positions held by

either the theologians or the philosophers.

For example, the Siafi position that God’s attributes are identical
with His essence externally but superadded to it in the mind represents a
position midway between the theologians’ position that God’s attributes
are superadded to His essence and that of the philosophers who assert that

His attributes are indentical with His essence.

Again, the SGfi position that the universe is eternal even though
God is a free agent reconciles the philosophers’ assertion that because God
is a necessary agent, the universe is external, with the theologians’ asser-

tion that because the universe is originated, God is a free agent.

However, on the question of whether God’s existence is superadded
to His essence or identical with it, the Safis maintain an entirely different
position, Instead of considering God as composed of essence and existence
they equate Him with absolute existence. They thus not only avoid the
problem of determining the relation of His existence to His essence, but in
addition do not have to prove God’s unity, as must be done by the
theologians and philosophers, since it is impossible to imagine multiplicity

in an absolute concept.

C. The Sources used by al-Jami in al-Durrah al-Fikhirah. In

presenting the respective positions of the theologians, the philosophers and
the Siifis al-Jami has relied heavily on a number of standard and well-known
works. In fact, much of the material presented in al-Durrah al-Fakhirah,
and in the Glosses as well, consists of passages quoted or paraphrased
from these works. Sometimes al-Jami acknowledges these passages as
quotations and indicates their source. Often, however, he simply incor -

porates them into his text as if he had written them himself.5
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philosophers, These questions, listed in the order in which they are taken

up, are the fo'lowing:

1. The nature of God’s existence and its relation to His essence, that
is, is it superadded to His essence or identical with it?

2. God’s unity and the necessity of demonstrating it.

3. The nature of God’s attributes and their relation to His essence,
that is, are they superadded to his essence or identical with it?

4. The nature of God’s knowledge and the problem of attributing
knowledge to God without compromising His unity or necessary existence.

5. God’s knowledge of particulars and the problems encountered in
attributing this type of knowledge to God.

6. The nature of God’s will and whether His will is an attribute
distinct from His knowledge.

7. The nature of God’s power and the related question of whether
God is a free agent or a necessary agent.

8. The question of whether the universe is eternal or originated toge-
ther with the question whether an eternal universe can result from a free
agent or not,

9. The nature of God’s speech and the question of whether the Qur’an
is eternal or created.

10. The voluntary acts of humans and whether they occur through
the power of God or man,

11. The emanation of the universe from God and the question of

whether it is possible for multiple effects to result from a single cause, 4

In general, with respect to each of these questions, al-Jami first
presents the opposing positions of the theologians and the philosophers and
then the Safi position. He presents the Safi position, however, not as a
mere rationally possible alternative to the theological and philoscphical
positions but as a clearly superior position, either because it reconciles, the

opposing views of the theologians and philosophers on a particular questicn,
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to six questions? including the question of existence, He sent it to Sultdn
Muhammad Khan stating that should the treatise prove acceptable, he
would supplement it with an explanation of the remaining questions.
Otherwise there would be nothing to gain in his wasting his time further.
The treatise, however, arrived in Constantinople after the death of Sultdan
Muhammad Khian.” Al-Mawla Muhyi al-Din al-Fanari said further more
that this treatise remained with his father, and I believe he said that it is
still with him 3

There can be little doubt that the treatise referred to in this account
is al-Durrah al-Fikhirah, for no other work of al-Jami can be described
as an adjudication between theologians, Safis and philosophers. This
identification is further supported by the fact that this same passage from
al-Shaqa’ig al-Numaniyahis quoted on the title pages of two of the manu-
scripts used in the present edition of the Arabic text, Yahuda 3872 and
€Aqa’id Taymir 393.

Not only does this account explain why al-Jami wrote al-Durrah al -
Fakhirah, it also provides an explanation for the fact that both short and
long versions of the work exist, The short version, which contains parag-
raphs 1-73 only, is apparently the original text sent to Sultin Muhammad

I1, whereas the long version, containing the supplemental paragraphs 74 -
92, represents the completed work.

The acccunt, furthermore, provides a date for the completion of the
original version of al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, namely, the year 886/1481 the
date of Muhammad II's death., The work was thus written when al-Jami
was 69 years of age, after he had written Nagd al-Nusis, the first daftar of
Silsilat al-Dhahab, Nafahat al-Uns, and the first Diwdn, but before the
composition of most of his other major works.

B. Al-Jami’s Method of Adjudication in al-Durrah al-Fakhirah,

In making his muhakamah, or adjudication, between theologians, philoso -
phers and Safis, al-Jami takes up eleven questions, all of which had for

centuries been the subject of debate between the theologians and the
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facsimile and translated into English by E.H. Whinfield and Mirza Muhm-
mad Qazwini;® a commentary on Ibn SArabi’s Fusis al-Hikam completed
in 896;7 Nagd al-Nusis fi Sharh Nagsh al-Fusis, a commentary in Persian
and Arabic on Ibn “Arabi’s own abridgement of his Fusis al-Hikam, com-
posed in 863;8 and Risalah fi al-Wujid, a short essay in which al-Jami

attempts to demonstrate the external existence of existence.9

Other prose works of importance are his Nafahat al-Uns min Hadarat
al-Quds, begun in 881 and completed in 883, and containing biographies
in Persian of some 614 Sifis;1° al-Fawad'id al Diya’iyah, a commentary
composed in 897 for his son Diya al -Din Yuasuf on Ibn al-Ha&jb’s famous
work on Arabic syntax, al - Kafiyah;!! and finally his Bahdristan, a Persian

work written in 892 in imitation of Sa®di’s Gulistan.!2

III. Al-Durrah al—F;khirah

A. The Circumstances of its Composition. As has been mentioned

previously, al-Jami was requested by the Ottoman sultan, Muhammad
I1, to write a treatise judging the respective positions of the theologians,
the Sifis, and the philosophers. Tashkubrizadah, in his biography of al-
Jami in al-Shaga’iq al-Nu°maniyah relates the cirumstances of this request

as follows:

Al-Mawla al-A°zam Sayyidi Muhyi al-Din al-Fanari related that
his father, al - Mawla €Ali al - Fanari, who was ¢adi in al -Askar al-Manstr
under Sultan Muhammad Khan, said, “The Su'tan said to me one day
that there was need for an adjudication (muﬁd‘kamah)l between those groups
investigating the sciences of reality (ulim al-hagigah), namely, the theolo-
giars, the Sifis, and the philosophers.” My father replied, “I said to the
Sultin that no one was more capable of such an adjudication between these
groups thin al-Mawla ¢Abd al-Rahman al-Jami.” He then said, “Sultan
Muhammad Khin accordingly sent an envoy with precious gifts to him
and requested of him the aforementioned adjudication, Al-Jami thereupon

wrote a treatise in which he adjudicated between those groups with respect
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Some years later, shortly before his death in 886 A H., the Ottoman
sultan, Muhammad II, again sent an envoy with precious gifts to al-Jami,
this time with the request that al-Jami write a work comparing and
judging the respective positions of the theologians, the philosophers, and
the Safis, Al-Jami acceded to this request and wrote a work which, as
shall be shown below, is to be identified with al-Durrah al-Fakhirah,3°

Still later al - Jami was again invited to Istanbul by Muhammad II’s
successor, Bayazid II. On this occasion al-Jami accepted the invitation of
the sultan3! and travelled as far as Hamadhin before he decided to turn
back because of an epidemic of plague in the Ottoman territories.32

Al-Jami died in Herat on 18 Muharram 898/1492 at the age of

81 and was buried next to his spiritual guide, Sa°d al-Din al - Kashghari.33

II. Al - Jami’s Works

Al-Jami was the author of a large number of Persian and Arabic
works, both in prose and in verse, on a wide range of subjects.! His
disciple, “Abd al-Ghafiir al-Lari, lists the titles of 45 of these works in
the Khatimah to his Hashiyah on al-Jami’s Nafahat al-Uns.2 The same titles
are given by Sam Mirza in his Tuhfah-i Sami, although in a somewhat
different order.3

Al-Jam?’s principal poetical works, all of which are in Fersian, are
the Haft Awrang, containing seven mathnawis: Silsilat al-Dhahab, the first
daftar of which was composed in 876,4 and the second in 890, Saldman
wa-Absal, Tuhfat al-Ahrdr, composed in 886, Subkat al-Abrar, Yisuf wa-
Lulaykhda, composed in 888, Laylda wa-Majnan, composed in 889, and
Khirad-namah-i Sikandari; and three diwans: Fatihat al-Shabab, compiled in
884, Wasitat al-Igd, compiled in 894, and Khatimat al-Hayik, compiled
in 896.5

In addition to al-Durrah al-Fakhirah, al-Jami wrote a number of
other works dealing with the doctrines of the Sifis, These include his

Lawa’ih, a Persian work in prose and poetry which has been published in
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named Fathi, who had travelled with the caravan from Herat, quarreled
with some of the other members of the caravan and, wishing to take revenge
on them, incited the Shi‘ite population of the city against the caravan. He
did this by showing to a group of Shifites a passage from al-Jami’s
Silsilat al-Dhahab from which he had removed certain verses and substituted

others, thus giving to the passage an anti-ShiCite bias.26 Al-Jami, however
was easily able to silence his accusers by producing, at a public meeting
called for the occasion, the full and correct text of the work.

Having stayed in Baghdad for four months al-Jami resumed his journey
to Mecca passing through al-Najaf on his way in order to visit the tomb
of °Ali, When he had completed the pilgrimage he returned home by way
of Damascus and Aleppo, spending 45 days in Damascus for the purpose

of hearing traditions from Muhammad al - Khaydari,?7 a famous traditionist
and ShafiCite gadi.

Although most of his greatest poctical works were yet to be written,
al-Jami’s renown had by this time spread throughout the Islamic world.
As a consequence, when the Ottoman sultan, Muhammad II, learned that
al-Jami had set out on the pilgrimage, he sent as his envoy a certain
CAta’ Allah al-Kirmani?® to Damascus to invite al-Jami to visit Istanbul
and to present him with a gift of 5000 ashrafis?0 with the promise of
100,000 more should he accept the invitation. When al-Kirmani arrived
in Damascus. however, al-Jami had already left it for Aleppo, and when
al-Jami heard that al-Kirmani was following him to Aleppo, he set out
at once for Tabriz, for he apparently did not want to be put in the position
of refusing the sultan’s invitation.

Upon his arrival in Tabriz, he was well received by the Aq Qiiyunla
ruler, Uziin Hasan, who not only presented him with many fine gifts but
also invited him to remain in Tabriz. Al-Jami, however, giving as his
excuse the need to care for his aged mother, insisted on returning to Herat

and the court of his patron Husayn Mirza Bayqara,
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Al.Jam’s first encounter with Siifism was at the age of five when he
was taken by his father to see the great Nagshbandi saint Khwajah Muham-
mad Pairsi,l° who was then passing through Jim on his way to Mecca to
perform the pilgrimage. Later al-Jami was himself initiated into the
Nagshbandi order by Sa°d al-Din al-Kashghari,!! whose spiritual lineage
extended back to the founder of the order, Baha’ al-Din al-Nagshbandi,!?

through Nizdm al-Din Khimish,!3 and €Ala’ al-Din al-SAttar.!4

Other Siifis with whom al-Jami associated were Fakhr al-Din Luris-
tani,!15 Khwajah Burhan al-Din Abii Nasr Parsa, 16 Baha’ al-Dia Umar, 17
Khwiajah Shams al - Din Muhammad Kisii'i, 18 Jalal al - Din Piirani,19 and
Shams al-Din Muhammad Asad.2°

A Sufi for whom al-Jami had a special regard and esteem was his
friend and contemporary Nasir al-Din “Ubayd Alla'i al.Ahrar 21 Although
al-Jami met him in person on only four occasions, he nevertheless carried

on an extensive correspondence?? with him for many years and mentioned

him by name in several of his poetical works.23

Al-Jami’s later life was spent in Herat where he ¢njoyed the patro-

nage of Sultan Husayn Bayqara, the Timarid ruler of Khurasan from 873
to 911 A H. Al-Jami was one of a number of illustrious scholars, poets, and
artists whom Sultin Husayn had attracted to his court, Among them were
the Turki poet Mir °Ali.Shir Nawa’i, a close friend of al.-Jami and the
author of a biogarphy of him entitled Khamsat al-Mutahayyirin,24 and the
two painters, Bihzid and Shah Muzaffar.25

In the middle of Rabi® al-Awwal 877, whea he was 60 years of
age, al-Jamj set out in a caravan for Mecca with the intention of per -
forming the pilgrimage. He arrived in Baghdad at the beginning of Jumada
al-Akhirah and soon thereafter travelled to Karbala to visit the tomb of
al_.Husayn, Shortly after his return to Baghdad he was falsely accused of
having ridiculed the beliefs of the Shi‘ites in a passage in the first daftar of

his Silsilat al-Dhahab_, The reason for this accusation was that a certain man
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I. The Author of al-Durrah al - F;khirah

Nir al Din “Abd al - Rahman ibn Ahmad al-Jami, the author of
al - Durrah a! - Fakhirah, was born in Kharjird, a town in the district of Jam,!
on 23 Shaban 817/1414.2 As a youth he entered the Nizamiyah School
in Herat where he attended the class of Junayd al-Usali on Arabic rhetoric.
Here he proved to be a superior student, for although he had expected
the class to be studying the Mukhtasar al-Talkhis,3 he tfound upon entering
that the students had already advanced to the Sharh al- Miftaht and the
Mutawwal 5 He was nevertheless able to understand these works without
difficulty and to complete not only the Mutawwal but its gloss as well.
Among other scholars under whom he studied in Herat were °Ali al-Samar-
qandi, a former student of al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani, and Shihab
al-Din al-Jajirmi, who had studied under Sa®d al-Din al-Taftdzani.

To pursue his education further al-Jami then moved to Samarqand
where he studied under Qadi-Zidah al-Riimi,% the famous astronomer"
at the observatory of the Timirid ruler, Ulugh Beg. Here again he demons-
trated his Drilliance and superior intelligence, first by winning a debate
with his teacher and later by suggesting a number of corrections and
emendations for the improvement of two of Qadi-Zadah’s most famous
works, the Sharh al-Tadhkirah,7 and the Sharh Mulakhkhas al-Jaghmini.®
Qiadi- Zadah was so impressed with his new student’s intellectual powers
that he claimed no one al-Jami’s equal had ever crossed the Oxus into
Samarqand since its founding, On a later occasion in Herat al-Jami was
asked to solve some very abstruse astronomical problems by the learned
astronomer CAli al-Qiishji.9 Much to al-Qushji’s chagrin he was able to

solve them without any difficulty whatsoever.
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