
C H E A P  R E P O S I T O R Y .  

T H E

TW O SOLDIERS.

Sold by J. M A R S H A L L ,
( P R IN T E R  to the C HEAP R EPOSITORY  for Moral  and Reli

gious T r a cts) No. 1 7 ,  Queen-Street, Cheapſide, and No. 4, 
AldermaryChurch-Yard,  and R .  W H I T E ,  Piccadilly, London.

B y  S . H A Z A R D ,
( P RI NTER  to the C HEAP R EPOSI TORY) at Bath; and by all 

Bookſellers, Newſmen, and Hawkers, i n  T ow n  and Country.-- 
Great Allowance wil l  be made to Shopkeepers and Hawkers.

P ric e  1 d. e a ch , o r  4 s. 6 d. p e r  10 0 . — 2s. 6 d. fo r  5 0 .
1 s. 6 d. fo r  25 .

[ E ntered at S tationers H a l l .]



T  H E

TWO SOLDIERS.

T W O  Soldiers, Robert W e l ls and 
I ſaac Clark, had obtained a three 

months furlow from their Colonel, to 
v i ſit their relations and friends in a very 
d i ſtant part o f  England. O n their return 
to join  their regiment, which was quar
tered at G lou ce ſte r ,  having travelled till 
they were weary, they propo ſ ed lying 
by for the night, at a little alehou ſe 
called the Green Dragon, near the road 
ſide,

W e lls ob ſerving the hou ſe was pret
ty much thronged with company; pro
p o ſed to his companion to journeyon



on to the next, where they might ſ pend 
the night in more quiet, than the pre ſ ent 

 pro ſpect o f  things offered at the Green 
Dragon.

I ’ll not ſti r  a ſte p  further to-night, ſ aid 
Clark, for where there is good company 
and good liquor, th ere  I'll make my 
head quarters ; ſ o throwing his knap
ſ ack on the hor ſe-block, down he ſ at 
himſelf.

T h e  Green Dragon was famous for 
brewing the be ſt ale in tho ſe parts, and 
o f  cour ſe became the general rendez
vo u s of all the five-players and ſkittle- 
players in the country ; ſ o very famous 
indeed was the liquor, that it introduced 
beggary, and famine amongſt the wives 
and children in all the neighbouring cot
tages.

A  ſilver-laced hat had been bowled 
for that evening, and the prize was won 
by a young farmer, who ſpying our tra
vellers, ſ wore a tremendous oath they 
ſhould drink a bumper to the K ing’s 
health.

After they had drunk plentifully,  
W ells twitched his comrade by th e  
ſhoulder, and propo ſed that they ſhould 
proceed on their march, now they had

been
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been refreſ h ed with a friendly m ug; 
Clark, with an oath, refu ſed to comply, 
again repeating "  the ſ oldier’s be ſt head 
quarters was at the head o f  the beer 
b a rre l;” it ſhall never be ſ aid W ells, 
that I ſaac Clark was a ſtarter, where the 
liquor was ſ ound, and the company 
good.

The liquor is very  good ſ ure e
nough, ſ aid W ells , who was naturally 
a very ſ ober fellow, but enough is as 
good as a fea ſt : and as to the company, 
I never beheld a w or ſe ſet o f  drunken, 
ſ wearing reprobates in my life, fo r  
which rea ſon let us on, for i f  we can
not make them b etter; they may ma ke 
us w or ſ e.

Thou art always for preaching Bob,  
ſ aid Clark, as i f  a body were going to 
die ; why I was never in better health 
in my life ;  and ’tis time enough to be 
ſ o rry for one’s ſins, when the la ſt gla ſs 
is out, ſ o halloo Tap bring us another 
pot.

Thus in ſpight o f  the per ſ uaſio n s  of  
poor W ells, he went on calling for a
nother mug, and another till he was 
as drunk as a bea ſt;  and his brains 
whirled round like the vanes o f  a wind-

mill.
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mill. Unhappily in ſ ome degree, 
W ells  fell into the ſame e r r o r ; but 
unaccu ſtomed to take more than his 
pint, and being quite overcome with 
fatigue, he felt himſ elf  extremely di ſ
ordered, and ſ taggering into the fre ſh 
air, he fell flat on the graſ s plat, where 
he lay in a dead ſ leep all night ; nor 
did he awake till the day was pretty 
far advanced ; when his teeth chat
tered in his head, and his limbs ſhi
vered with cold, for the night was 
damp, and miſ ty. As ſ oon as he was 
able to ſ tand, he ſ taggered in ſearch o f  
Clark, whom he found in a ſti l l  more 
deplorable ſta te ,  for he had continued 
drinking till he was as mad as the re ſt 
o f  his companions: They grew quar
rel ſome at length, and each took of
fence at the other, till words proceeded 
to blows, and blows ended in blood ;  
for a very profligate young butcher, 
ſtr u c k  his neighbour the ſhoemaker 
ſ uch a violent blow acro ſs the head 
with a quart pot, that his ſkull was 
fract u r e d  : This unlucky circum ſtance
brought the landlord to interfere, who 
was alarmed for the honour o f  his 
hou ſe, or to ſpeak truly, the fear o f

lo ſ i n g
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l o ſin g  his licence at next ſe ſſions ; ſ o he 
very prudently ſent for a ſ urgeon, whilſt 
the re ſt o f  the joyous crew made their 
e ſ cape, for fear o f  falling into the hands 
o f  j u ſtic e .

O ur travellers left the Green Dragon. 
C lark ’s head was ſti l l  too confu ſ ed 
with liquor to permit him to think; but 
W ells, who was now quite come to him
ſ elf, was overcome with ſhame ; and in
wardly vowed, that i f  the entertain
ment he met with at the Dragon was 
called a merry-making, he would 
never de ſir e  to be merry again for the 
re ſt o f  his days ; for what good have we 
obtained by it, ſ aid he, but empty pock
ets, bloody no ſes, aching bones, and 
the rod o f  Juſtic e  hanging over our 
heads ? Be ſides what is ſti l l  worſe, mut
tered he to himſ elf, by being overtaken 
in liquor, we have lo ſt our reaſ on, which 
was the gift o f  God, and was given man 
as a precious token o f  his favour, to 
diſtin g u i ſh him from the brute-beaſt that 
peri ſ h eth.

Clark as they journeyed on, was 
ſ pightful, ſ ullen, and ſ ulky : Now and 
then muttering, that ſpight o f  the pa ſt he 
would get good ale wherever it was to 

be had.
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And I , ſ aid W ells, would make a 
vow to drink water for the reſt o f  my 
days, rather than ever make m y ſelf  a 
beaſt again, for I  have a character to 
maintain; and a ſ ou l to be ſaved.— And 
I'll tell thee Bob what is my deſig n ,  re
joined Clark, to ſ wim in ſtro n g  beer 
whenever I can find it, i f  poverty and 
death both ſ tared me in the face.

Thou talke ſt like a bold fellow, ſ aid 
W ells , and yet thou may eſt tremble 
when death comes in ſig h t :  prithee where 
do ſt think to go when thou dieſt ? I have 
never once thought about dying Bob, I 
a ſ ſ u re thee. Then it is be ſt thou ſhould
e ſt begin I ſ aac, for in the midſt o f  life, 
w e are in death, as I heard the Parſon 
ſ ay at my grandfather’s  funeral. Time 
too is ſhort when meaſ ured againſt  
eternity ; and if  we make in the ſpring 
great preparations for a ſummer’s cam
paign in the army, what con ſtant prepa
rations ought we not to be making for
death !

W e  ſ oldiers, I ſaac, ſhould be parti 
cularly careful to keep our accounts 
between God and our ſ ouls very ſhort, 
ſ ince at the beat o f  the drum on the

day
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day o f  b a tt le ,  ten thou ſand m a y  ruſh 
in a m o m e n t  into eternity; and the 
be ſ t Chriſtian then may be reckoned the 
boldeſt Man. W h y  I  would rather 
ſpend the next night in battle, for there 
I ſhould be performing my duty to my 
King and country, than in another ſuch a 
riot at the Green Dragon.

Thou art a wi ſhy wa ſ hy fellow, 
replied Clark, thou wilt, never die 
G A M E , i f  for every little offence thou 
art ſ o plagued with qualms o f  con ſ c i
ence :  I am determined to live my 
own way Bob, come on't what wi l l. 
Then take my word for it, ſaid W ells, 
thy ruin is not far o f f ;  for though in a 
fit o f  bravery thou maye ſt appear to 
ſhake off the fear o f  G O D , the Devil may 
give up thy indentures at the laſt, and 
the law may take hold o f  thee in the mean 
time.

Then coming to a fine ſtream o f
water, W ells ſtooped down, and ta
king up ſome in his hat, drank plen
tifully o f  it, ſ aying it cooled the fever 
i n his ſtomach. Clark ſaid he was 
ſeverifh alſ o, but he ſhould cool his 
thirſt with a gla ſ s o f  beſt H olland’s at 
the next alehou ſe which they ſaw at

ſome
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ſ orne diſtance on the ſid e  o f  the hill.
There however they agreed to ſtop: 

After having made a plentiful break
faſt,  they called for their bill, when to 
their great diſmay they found their 
pockets entirely emptied o f  ca ſ h, e x 
cept two ſhillings and a few halfpence, 
each having loft between two and three 
guineas, which had been given them by 
their friends to defray the expences o f  
their journey.

By what means they had been ſtrip
ped o f  their ca ſ h , they could not ima
gine ; whether the landlord had made 
free with their pockets to pay himſelf, 
or that it had ſlipped out in the gene
ral ſcuffle ; they were greatly diſmay
ed however by their misfortune, for 
they had more than fifty miles to travel, 
and not more than ten pence left after 
the pre ſent expences were diſ charged ; 
and when the night came on, they were 
compelled to ſeek the mo ſt comfortable 
lodging they c ould find under a hay
ſtack.

W e  ought not to complain o f  our 
hard fate, ſaid W ells , ſince what we 
are about to ſuffer is but part o f  the 
puniſhment due to our fo lly . W ith

A  5 ſobriety,
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(  10 )
ſ o briety, and good  management , our 
money would have enabled us to travel 
comfortab l y, and at the end o f  our jo u r 
ney we ſhould have had plenty to ſpare ; 
t o  have given a treat to our comrades, 
who have been often kind to us on a 
like occaſion.

I ’ll never return to the regiment to 
be laughed at, ſaid Clark mutteringly, 
I am almoſt  famiſh ed to death— I’ll 
deſert. Prithee I ſaac, ſaid W e l ls, look 
well to thy words, and before thou art 
tempted to commit a great ſin, aſk thy
ſelf, how thou ſhalt like to bear the 
puniſhment when thou art found out : 
and if  thou ſhouldeſt  e ſcape being 
brought to Juſt i c e  while on earth, it 
will find thee out in the day o f  ju d g 
ment. T ake  my word for it, he is the 
only free, and I may add happy man, 
who is always doing the work o f  him who 
m ade him. T a lk  no more o f  deſertion 
t h e n ,  dear I ſaac, let us bear our misfor
tune like men, and as our catechiſm ſays, 
patiently reſolve to do "  our duty in 
"  that ſtate of life unto which it hath 
“  pleaſed God to call us.”

When I was a child, Bob, ſaid Clark, 
I  never l earnt my catechiſm ; learning,

which
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which I have heard thee ſay, has kept thee 
out o f  ſo many ſcrapes, I hated; f o r  I 
was a boy o f  ſpirit, I loved  boxing, five- 
playing—and robbing o f  orchards, a deal
better than my book.

So much the worſe for thee I ſaac, a 
ſober education to a poor man will help 
him on in the world much more credi
tably than a little e ſta te  without i t ;  for 
lazineſs and drunkenneſs will ſoon bring 
a pretty property to nothing, and thou 
mayeſt  have heard that

"  When Land is gone, and Money ſpent,
"Then Learning is moſt excellent.”

Honeſty is the beſt  policy, Iſaac, and 
a good name is better than great 
riches. Think no more o f  deſerting 
t hen, thou haſt  taken the King ’s money, 
and a ſtrong oath to ſerve him faithfully, 
take care then that thy red coat be no t
ſtained with black ſpots. Confider we are
all G E N T L E M E N  Soldiers, then let u s  n o t

diſgrace ourſelves by carrying the bloody
marks o f  the rod o f  correction on our
back s ; i f  thou art reſo lved to behave
ſo as to deſerve puniſhment, don’t
murmur againſt  the laws which muſt

inflict



(  1 2  ) i n f l i c t  
i t . T h e  laws, Iſaac, are only 

made to  protect  honeſt m e n  from the
ſnares o f  v illains. C ourage man, don't

d e ſpair o f  finding a breakfaſt  in the morn 
ing ; mayhap we may meet with ſome 
good, charitable, well d iſpoſed people, 
to  whom we will relate o u r  misfortune, 
and our diſgrace, for I ſhan’t be aſhamed 
to aſk  for bread now my folly has reduced 
me to aſk for it.

This is fine ta lk in g , replied Clark, 
do as thou wilt Bob, but my pride is 
above i t ; in this beggarly ſta rv e d  con
dition, I ’ll never join the regiment, to be 
ſneered and jeered at by every one ; ſ o 
I am reſolved to have my own way for 
once.

Then remember, I ſaac, ’tis a dangers
ous thing for a man to give himſelf 
up to the evil o f  his ways : I am only 
talking to thee for thy good, and ſin c e  
thou art determined to have thy own 
way in every thing, I will only fur
ther adviſe thee to think, how thou 
can’ſt  bear puniſhment, before thou 
committe ſt  a ſi n  which will ſooner or 
later b r i n g  down the vengeance o f  the
l aw againſt  thee. Have a good heart 
man, pluck up, that we may be able

to



to begin our march by break o f  day, 
and as I ſaid before, we may meet with 
ſome kind aſſi ſtance on the road; this is 
a charitable land, I ſaac, and there are 
few people i n it who are not ready to 
relieve diſt r e ſ s, when it i s known to be 
r e a l ; and i f  we ſhould be repulſ ed at a 
ſurly door, we muſt  not be angry, and 
un forgiving, ſin ce  the kind hearts o f  the 
wealthy are ſo often impoſed upon, by 
falſe ſtories o f  misfortunes, that it often 
ſhuts up their bowels o f  compaſſion, 
when real miſery ſtands before them.—  
M an ’s nature, Clark, becomes ſuſpici
ous, when it has often been impoſed 
upon.

M y  pride now is to meet our regi
ment, before the time o f  our furlow is 
expired ; it will give us great credit 
with our Colonel, who is the very beſt  
o f  men, and who, ſeeing that we have 
made a generous uſe  o f  the power in
truſt e d  to us, will not be afraid to in
dulge us again, at a fit time. For ſeven 
years that I have been in the regiment,
I have never received an ill word, or an 
unkind look, from my officers, becauſe 
I always made it my pleaſure to do my 
duty.

M y
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My pleaſure, then replied Clark, is to 
have my own way, I don’t care a ruſh 
for any man I don’t care for the General,
I don’t care for the Colonel, nor I don’t 
care for the Captain— ſo I have made up 
my mind as to that matter— I’ll have 
food whilſt  I can eat it---drink when I 
can get it---and money and pleaſure 
wherever I can find them.

Clark, thou doſt  make me tremble 
ſadly, ſaid W ells, to hear thee talk ſo 
d e ſperately : do turn thy thoughts to
wards God, for there ſeems to be a 
ſt r o n g  temptation upon thee---humble 
thyſelf  before him, tell him thou art a 
miſerable ſinner, and beg his mercy to 
aſſi ſt  thee in thy diſt r e ſs, don’t go on 
adding ſi n  to ſi n ;  we have been both 
guilty o f  an heinous fau lt ;  let us take 
this le ſſon o f  inſtruction  out o f  it, and 
reſolve to do ſo no more.---M y father 
was an honeſt  labourer, and he u ſed 
to tell all his children, that drunken
neſ s was ſure to bring three evils to 
every labouring man, namely---ſi c k 
neſs, hunger, and rags; beſid e s  no ſi n  
makes the heart ſo hard as drunken
neſs. A  drunkard is without pity, ſin c e  
he can behold his wife and children

dying
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dying o f  famine, becauſe his own 
beaſt ly appetite muſt  have its fill o f  
Liquor at the Village Ale-houſe.

Thou art preaching to a deaf m an, 
interrupted Clark, I ' l l  have my own 
way I tell thee again and again: it is 
time enough to rail againſt pleaſure, 
when one has no power left to enjoy it.

T hou  wilt live to repent thy ſay
ings, take my word for it, ſaid W e lls, 
for my part I would rather eat a hard 
c ru ſt  for my dinn er, than dine with 
the Officers on R oaſt  Beef and Plum 
pudding, i f  I muſt  do dirty work to 
obtain it. I would dine with any 
man, ſaid Clark, who would give me a 
dinner— and drink with any man that 
would offer me his cup— though per
haps he did expect a little underhand 
b u ſineſs o f  me in return— I  am reſo lv 
ed to ſerve myſe lf  Bob, and there’s an 
end o f  my Chapter.

And a ſorrowful ending it is, an
ſ wered W ells, and fo good-night; 
drawing ſome o f  the loofe hay about 
him, and placing his Knapſack under 
his head for a pillow ; I ſhall ſay my 
Pr ayers Iſ aac, for i f  I am taken o ff  in 
my ſle e p ,  ’tis a good thing for a M an

to
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to have had his laſt  w a k i n g  thoughts em
ployed on the goodneſs o f  God.

W ells ſlept ſweetly, till the riſin g  ſun 
ſhining on his face awakened him : he 
called aloud to his companion, telling 
him it was time to prepare for their 
jo u rn e y ;  he called again, and again; 
but ſtill no an ſwer was made h im ; he 
then roſe to go in ſearch o f  him, but he 
was no where to be found.

After waiting his return for near an 
hour, and finding he did not appear, he 
ſet forward on his journey ; after tra
velling ſome miles he began to find 
hunger very keen, and ſeeing a low farm 
houſe at a diſta n ce , he ſtruck acroſs a 
field and made up to i t : W ells  rapped 
at the door, which being opened by the 
miſt r e ſs o f  the houſe, he very modeſt l y   
aſked her to give him a cup o f  whey, or a 
draught o f  ſmall beer, for he was a good 
deal diſt r e ſſed.

D iſt r e ſſed— aye to be ſure, ſaid ſhe, 
the times are fo hard, the world is full
of  diſt r e ſs.

The hardneſ s o f  the times, ma’am, ſaid 
W ells , has nothing to do with my diſt r e ſs, 
ſince ’tis all the conſequence o f  my own 
folly.

You



You muſt be an extraordinary man, 
M a ſt e r  Soldier, ſaid Mrs, Jenkins, to 
confeſs that y our own crimes have 
brought you to hunger.

I tell you nothing but the truth, ſaid 
W ells, and hungry as I am, I would 
not impoſe a lie upon you, to obtain 
the beſt  mouthful in your houſe ; peo
ple in general rail at the badneſs of the 
times, when nine times out of ten, they 
owe their miſery to their extravagance; 
two nights ago my fellow traveller, 
and myſelf, accidentally fell into bad 
company, we got drunk and we lo ſt 
our m oney; I have a journey o f  more 
than forty miles to make, and I have not 
a ſix p e n ce  left to ſurniſh me with provi
ſio n s.

Follow me to the kitchen, ſaid the 
good woman, and I will give you the 
beſt  my houſe affords, I love a ſoldier 
to my heart, becauſe he fights for my 
country ; but when I find a ſold ier 
to be a chriſt ian , I love him to my 
ſoul, becauſe our country may ſtand 
a better chance to be preſerved from 
the enemy in time o f  war, i f  our 
Soldiers are Chriſtians : and ſin c e  
my honeſt  friend, you ha’n’t the cou

rage
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rage to tell a lie to God, I ’m certain ſure 
you ’ll never fail in doing y o u r dut y  to
wards your country.

W ells now fed heartily on ſ ome cold 
pork and cabbage, and drank prudently 
o f  an excellent mug o f  cyder, that ſtood 
before him.

After ſi lently thanking the Giver o f  
all good for a bleſſi n g  he ſo little e x 
pected, and ſo little deſerved, he was 
about to take his leave o f his kind hoſt 
e ſs ; when a huſtlin g, was heard in the 
paſſage, and ſoon after the room was 
filled by a croud o f  people, in the midſt  
o f  whom W ells ſaw his unfortunate com
rade Clark, with his hands tied behind 
him. His heart now miſ gave him, and 
it was as clear to him as the light, before 
it was explained to him, that Clark had 
been as good as his word, and would 
have his own way let come on’t what 
w ould . He was as pale as death, his 
jaws trembled, and the tears ran down his 
cheeks.

The farmer now explained to his
wife, that they had taken the villain 
who laſt  night would have robbed the 
p o ſt-c h a iſe, but was prevented by a 
gentleman within it, who let fly a

brace
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brace o f  piſto ls  at him, which made him 
keep his diſt a n c e ; that early this morn
ing, as he was riding to market, he him
ſe lf  had been attacked by him, before i t 
was l i g h t ; but ſome o f  the neighbours 
coming to his aſſi ſtan ce, they determined 
to purſue the rogue, and came up with 
him about two miles off, as he was en
tering an alehouſe ; I have ſent to the 
ſquire's, added the farmer, to advertiſe 
the gentleman who is at his houſe, that 
the robber is taken, and I hope he will 
ſoon be here.

Here poor Clark wept bitterly; A h !  
Bob, Bob ! ſaid he, ſpying W ells, had
I taken thy kind advice, I ſhould never 
have been brought to this---I ſhould 
have lived like a man and died like a 
chriſt ian , but Lord have mercy upon 
me, what have I brought myſe lf  to ! I 
have brought my life into danger, and 
may b e have ruined my own ſoul.

Honeſt  W ells was grieved at heart ;
O  I ſa a c ! cried he, could I have preſer
ved thee from ſuch a grievous misfor
tune, I would have ſhared my laſt  
morſel with thee ; my prayers are now 
al l I can offer thee, and by prayer only

thou
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thou can’ſt  ſerve thyſelf, for the prayer 
o f  a penitent even when offered up in a 
priſon may be accepted:  I f  by timely re
pentance, I ſaac, t h o u  can’ſt  win the fa
vour o f  Heaven, thou wilt find comfort 
under every affliction.

Here the gentleman arrived whoſe 
carriage had been ſtopped the preced
ing evening ; Clark no ſooner caught 
a gl impſe o f  him than he knew him to 
be his own Colonel. A  man whom every 
perſon in the regiment loved and ho
noured as a parent. O  my gracious 
father, exclaimed Clark, ſeeing this 
honourable gentleman enter, my pu
niſhment is already greater than I can 
b ear, i f  I have offended the man I would 
die to ſerve. He then fainted away, but 
a little warm ale being, given him, he 
ſo o n  recovered : when the noble Colonel 
ſpoke fo mildly, and kindly to him, 
that Mrs. Jenkins put her apron to her 
e yes.

Here W ells  related to the Colonel 
what had paſſed ; he ſhook like an aſpen 
leaf, when he came to relate the ſo r r o w 
ful adventures which befel them at the 
Green Dragon ; and all the grief and af
fliction which had befallen him in conſe
quence o f  it.
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W hen W ells  had finiſhed his ſtory, 

your father, Clark, ſaid the Colonel, 
could not feel more concern at your 
preſent ſituation than I do ; I have a l
ways regarded every man in my re
giment as my ſon ; for I have always 
tried to win their affection by kindneſs 
rather than inforce their obedience by 
ſeverity. A  man o f  true courage, Clark, 
abhors the thought o f  a baſe action, but 
i f  he lives without principle in his heart, 
he muſt  not be ſurpriſed, i f  ſooneror la
ter he is betrayed by his paſſi o n s  into the 
b lackeſt  ſin s  ; and if  he is taken in the 
commiſſi o n  o f  a crime, he muſt  expect to 
pay the penalty o f  the law.

Poor Clark groaned and wept bitterly 
while the Colonel thus continued, I am 
thankful that I wounded no man when 
I fired my piſto ls  on being ſtopped laſt  
night in my carriage. As the night was 
much too dark for me to be able to give 
evidence as to the identity o f  the per
ſon who ſtopped me, you may e x 
pect, Clark, that no bill o f  indictment 
will be preferred againſt  you by me, it 
is a moſt dreadful thing for any man to 
take an oath, when he is not poſi t i v e

as



as to the fact he is going to ſwear t o ; 
the Farmer I fear, from having ſecured 
your perſon has certain evidence to 
bring againſt  you, but that is a buſi n e ſs 
in which I have no right to interfere, 
as your examination m uſt  take place 
before a neighbouring Juſt i c e  o f  the 
Peace. W hether the fact be, or be 
not proved againſt  you, here is a trifle 
to ſupport you, in caſe you ſhould get 
y o u r  diſcharge; that you may not 
plead your wants, as an ex cu ſe for 
committing ſuch a dreadful outrage 
againſt  S o c ie ty ;  after what is paſt  it 
will be highly improper to admit you 
again into the Regiment; in future 
learn to labour with diligence, live 
ſoberly, then you  will live honeſt l y ; 
be ſte a d y  and conſta n t  in attending on 
all the duties which your Church en
jo in s yo u — learn to fear God, honour 
the King, and be j u ſt  to your neigh
bour.

Tears now filled the eyes o f  all pre
ſent, Mrs. Jenkins ſobbed aloud, and 
every one declared, they had never 
heard ſo moving a Sermon in their born 
days; they all ſaid what a fine thing 
ſcholarſhip was when applied to chriſtian
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tian uſes, and what a pity it was the 
noble Colonel could not be made a 
B iſhop.

The Colonel condeſcended to ſpeak 
to W ells, as kindly as i f  he had been 
his equal; as for you honeſt  R o bert, 
ſaid he, your ſte a d y  conduct has long 
been the ſubject o f  my obſervation, 
and my praiſe amongſt  all my brother 
O fficers; the ſo b r ie ty  o f  your life, and 
your regularity at Church makes you 
always ready in the performance o f  
your d u ty ;  I have long had it in my 
thoughts, to procure you ſo m e  pro
motion, without being able to obtain 
the means ; an occaſio n  has preſented 
i tſelf in your abſence ; Serjeant Jeff
erſon is dead, and I have reſerved his 
place for y o u ;  I know you can 
both write and caſt  accounts w ell;  in 
this poſt  I doubt not but you will e x 
erciſe power with as much humility, 
as you have hitherto practiſed obedi
ence with cheerfulneſs ; and ſin c e  this 
little affray has cauſed you much diſ
appointment, and much delay on y our 
journey, I will pay your fare, and your 
expences in the Stage Coach, which 
I find will paſ s this afternoon, that

agreeably
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agreeably to your intentions you may 
join the regiment before the time o f  your 
furlow is expired; in order that your 
conduct may ſta n d  as an  example to your 
comrades, that having been intru ſte d  with 
p o wer, you had too high a ſenſe o f  duty 
to a b u ſe i t .

W hat m akes the end o f  this little ſt o r y  
v e ry moving, and very inſt r u ctive is, 
that while W e lls for his honeſty and 
g ood conduct was enabled by his Colonel 
to finiſh his journey by the coach, at the 
very  moment in which he mounted the 
box, he ſaw his unfortunate comrade 
Clark, with his hands tied behind him, 
carried off  to the county gaol, to ta ke his 
trial at the next aſſi z e s ,  ſorely lamenting 
his unhappy fate, and the wilful obſt in a cy  
that made him deaf to the excellent ad
vice o f  ſo good a friend.

FI N I S.


