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T H E

B E G G A R L Y  B OY.
A P A R A B L E .

O N C E  o n  a  t im e  a  p o o r  b eg g ar ly  b o y , 
w ho uſed  to  carry  m atches about 

the  ſtreets , w as m et by  a  very  r ich  and  
w o rth y  G en tlem an , w h o  o b ſerv in g  h is  
h o llo w  e y e s ,  h is  ſa l lo w  lo o k s ,  a n d  h is   bent body, as well as the extreme 
f i l t h  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  w a s  c o v e r e d ,  
w a s  to u c h  e d  w ith  ſu c h  c o m p a ſ ſ io n  
ſo r  t h e  l a d ,  t h a t  h e  w a s  d i ſp o ſe d  t o  
r e n d e r  h im  ſo m e  E f  fe c t u a l  R e l ie f ;  
a n d  a c c o r d i n g l y  t h e  g e n  t l e m a n  
d r o p t  a  h i n t ,  t h a t  h e  h a d  a  m i n d
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to do ſomething conſiderable  fo r him.  
The boy, never expecting any ſuch good 
neſs as this, and indeed not liſtening 
v ery attentively, did not at firſt under 
ſtand what was ſaid ; upon which the gen
tleman ſpoke more plainly to him, aſk
ing him whether he had a mind to have 
his dirty rags exchanged for a new livery 
coat and ſome clean linen ? "  for,” ſaid 
he, "  i f  you have a mind to it I will 
take you into my ſervice ; and in that 
caſe I ſhall fit you out afreſh, and I ſhall 
take care alſo that your health is looked 
after, and when you have ſerved me 
faithfully for a few years, which you 
may do very comfortably to yourſelf, I 
will even ſet you up in life." The lad 
after this could not help underſtanding 
the o ffe r ;  but he ſeemed as far as ever 
from accepting it, for he was now quite 
unwilling to believe the gentleman; and 
he ſhewed by his manner that he would 
have been better pleaſed to have fold 
a halfpennyworth o f matches in his uſual 
way, carrying off  the halfpenny in his 
hand, than to have had all the fine pro
miſes which the beſt  and richeſt man in 
th e  world could make to him.

This

V
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This kind gentleman, however, per
ſiſting in his inclination to do the lad a 
ſervice, proceeded next to reaſon with 
him : he adviſed him, for his own ſake, 
to liſten a little more to what was ſaid, and 
then remarked to him how ill he looked, 
which the boy, though very da ngerouſly 
ſick, was not ſenſible o f  himſelf; and repre
ſented to him the difference between lead
ing the wretched ſort o f  life he did, and  
getting into a regular and comfortable 
ſervice. Nay, he went ſo far as even to 
beg and entreat him, at the ſame time ob
ſerving that he had no objection; to the 
lad’s ſatisfyin g  himſelf that the perſon who 
addreſſed him was no cheat o r impoſtor ; 
and, in proof o f  it, he told him his name, 
informed him how he might learn all par
ticulars o f  his character, and gave him a 
direction to his place o f abode. In ſhort, 
he condeſcended to ſay every thing that 
could, in ſuch a caſe be ſuppoſed neceſſary 
to give a poor boy confidence and encou
ragement. In  the courſe o f  the conver
ſation I ſhould have obſerved that the 
gentleman, as a proof o f his generality , 
threw down a ſhilling, which the lad p ick
ed up, with very little gratitude in his 
countenance, but with no ſmall conceit,

at.
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at his own quickneſs and cleverneſs in 
ſeizing hold o f  i t ;  after which, he grew 
as proud as could be o f  having got poſſeſ- 
ſion o f  the piece o f  money, not conſider
ing at all that it was a mere preſent, and 
that he had not given the gentleman a 
ſingle match for it out o f his baſket.

I am perſuaded my readers will, by this 
time, be aware that this was a lad who had 
a very mean and low mind ; otherwiſe, 
he would undoubtedly have been over
jo yed  at ſuch an opportunity o f  getting 
above his preſent baſe condition; beſides 
which, I ſhould remark, that he had been 
a long time living among a ſet o f  rogues  
and v agabonds, who being one o f  them  
nearly as bad as another, and having ſel
dom ſeen among them any perſons o f  a dif
ferent character, had learnt to fancy 
themſelves a very creditable ſort o f  peo 
ple, and, when they got together, were 
juſt as proud, in their way, as i f  they had 
been the greateſt Lords and Dukes in the 
kingdom. At night the lad went home,  
and ſlept among theſe old companions, in a 
vile unwholeſome room, where, though 
each would affect now and then to be merry 
and gay, y et, in fact, they were al l of them

dying
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dying by inches, and in the judgment o f  
any rational or feeling man, who might 
condeſcend to put his head in among them, 
they undoubtedly were altogether in as ſor
rowful and wretched a plight as can well 
be imagined.

In ſhort then, with grief and pain do I 
ſpeak it, this poor beggarly boy entirely 
neglected the prodigious offer which had 
been made to him: he returned to his 
former company, continued in his petty 
trade, and dragged on the little remainde r  
o f  his life in the old way, juſt as if nothing 
had happened.

I now propoſe, by means o f  this ſtory, 
which is a mere allegory or parable, to 
expoſe the conduct of  thoſe perſons, who 
are unwilling to comply with the gracious 
invitations of  our Saviour, in his G o ſp e l  ; 
for He is that kind and willing friend (with 
reverence be it ſpoken) who offers to take 
us mean and needy creatures into his ſer
vice, and we, i f we turn away, and refuſe the 
offer, may be likened to this fooliſh beg
garly boy, having nothing better to plead, 
as I think I ſhall be able to ſhew, than

one
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one or other o f  thoſe very excuſes, which, 
when put in his mouth, have appeared ſo 
abſurd and monſtrous.

Let us ſee whether there is not ſome ge
neral likeneſs between the two caſes. I 
will begin by ſuppoſing our Saviour, in 
hi s  Goſpel, to addreſs himſelf to a man  
who is quite thoughtleſs, and unbelieving. 
Now ſuch perſons are commonly much 
more wicked than they imagine, ſor by 
following their natural inclinations, and 
ſaking no thought to their ways, they per
mit a thouſand evil diſpoſitions to grow 
upon them ; the conſequence o f  this is, 
that when the Goſpel firſt meets with ſuch 
perſons, it finds them quite covered over 
with wickedneſs, as this boy was with dirt; 
though, like him, they are unconſcious o f  
it. It commonly finds them alſo eagerly 
engaged in ſome poor purſuit of this life, as 
this boy was in ſelling matches.

I would next obſerve, that, in general, 
when the vaſt and unſpeakable offers o f  
the Goſpel are firſt mentioned in the ears 
o f  ſuch a perſon as I have been deſcribing, 
h is mind is ſo ill prepared ſor the ſubject, 
and has thoughts are apt to be ſo compleatly

turned



turned another away, that he probably 
does not underſtand, nor even liſten 
to what is ſaid to h im ; juſt like this boy, 
who, when he was firſt ſpoken to, refuſed 
to liſten to the gentleman, and continued 
to think o f nothing but his common traffic.

But let us next ſuppoſe the man to have 
the Goſpel more clearly explained to him : 
he is now invited to put off his ſin s ,  which 
have been repreſented by the filth and dirt, 
to enter into the ſervice, and put on, as it 
were, the livery  o f  Chriſt, as his acknow
ledged ſervant, and after ſpending the 
ſhort period o f  his life on earth in a ſtate 
o f  comfortable and willing obedience to 
his Deliverer and Redeemer, he is then 
told to expect that he ſhall be raiſed to 
Heaven, and that he ſhall be made forever 
and ever. How aſtoniſhing is this propoſal ! 
What then is the next difficulty ? It is this, 
that the worldly man will not believe the 
truth o f  the promiſe which is held out to 
him : like the offer to this beggarly boy, 
it ſ eems too good to be true, or, rather, it 
is too vaſt to be conceived by him. "  Why 
ſhould this great gentleman trouble him
ſelf to think o f  me, or to do ſo much to 
ſerve me,” ſaid the foo liſh boy in the fable.

 "  Why
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W hy ſhould the great God ſtoop ſo low 
to me, or think o f  ſending his Son from 
Heaven to ſave me,” ſays the fool who 
d iſbelieves the Bible ? The boy, therefore, 
turned again to his old way, notwithſtand
ing the offer he had met with ; and the 
worldly man is for doing the ſame, though 
he has heard o f  the invitation o f  the G o ſ
pel ; ſor he wants faith to truſt in God, as 
the other did to truſt the gentleman his 
benefactor, and he therefore eſteems the 
ſmalleſt o f  the good things o f  this life, the 
mereſt "  halfpenny in hand,” to be more 
than eternal happineſs in expectation.

But let us ſee how the Goſpel conde
ſcends even to our infirmity. The kind 
gentleman was repreſented as reaſoning 
with this dull and diſtruſtful lad, inform
ing him alſo o f  the ſteps which he ought to 
take, as the means o f  ſatisfying his doubts, 
and o f  get ting poſſeſſi o n ,  at length, o f  the 
bleſſing. He appealed alſo to the lad ’s 
own experience o f  the hardſhips o f  his 
preſent condition, warning him alſo o f  his 
future danger, and aſſuring him, at the 
ſame time, o f  the mild nature o f  that ſer
vice to which he was in v ited ; and after 
anſwering every objection, the gentleman

condeſcended
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condeſcended even to implore and entreat 
this poor miſerable fellow, that, ſor his 
own ſake, he would not remain inattentive 
to the offer.

So is it wi th the Goſpel : it ſtoops, as it 
were, to all o u r  we akneſſes and infirmities; 
it calls to us at the firſt, with an inviting 
voice, to come forward and approach i t ;  
for we are not expected to receive every 
truth at once ; ſtill le ſs are we required to 
believe without evidence: for, in the 
propoſals o f  the Goſpel, everything is fair, 
as well as plain and practicable, it does not 
aſk us, for inſtance, to effect any thing 
without ſufficient means for it, to make 
bricks without ſtraw, to ſtrive without 
hope o f  ſucceſs, or to do what is impoſſible 
for u s : On the contrary, we are aſke d on
ly to ſhew a willing mind, and to uſe thoſe 
plain and ſim ple means which the Goſpel 
itſelf ſets before us : as for example, we 
are called upon to read the ſcriptures, to 
attend upon the preaching o f  the Goſpel, 
and whatever may be the other religious 
advantages, either o f  good books, or Chriſ
tian friends, which are put in our way, we 
are required to make an honeſt and dili
gent uſe o f  them, than which nothing

A 6 ſurely
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ſ urely can be more ju ſt  and reaſonable ; 
and then, becauſe after all we are ſo weak 
and helpleſs, we are only told the more 
particularly to pray to God for his grace 
to aſſi ſ t  us.

Again, how does the Goſpel alſo ap
peal to our experience, as the gentleman 
did to the beggarly boy ’s experience o f  
the miſery o f  his condition. Have we 
never ſmarted, in conſequence o f  thoſe 
ſ ins, which we have fallen into through our 
neglect o f  the Goſpel ? Have we never 
found ourſelves afflicted, deſtitute, and 
even miſerable for the want o f  it?  Have 
we never known an hour when the mer

c i fu l  help and protection o f  an heavenly 
Father would have proved a comfort and 
a bleſſi n g  to us ? Yet how can we expect 
to enjoy this protection in the time o f our 
neceſſity, i f  inſtead o f entering into his 
family, we chuſe, like this helpleſs and in- 
conſiderate boy, to place ourſelves at a 
diſtance ? Hear then how the Goſpel calls 
to us, to caſt ourſelves on the care o f  our 
Redeemer, "  Come unto me, (ſays Chriſt) 
“  all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
"  and I will give you reſt ; take my yoke 
“  upon you , for my yoke is eaſy and my 
"  burthen  is light, and ye ſhall find reſt
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"  unto you r ſo u ls . ” How does our Saviour 
alſo, in the ſame manner as was ſaid o f  the 
benevolent man in the parable, turn 
ſuppliant, as it were, to the ſinner. " Y e 
"  will not come unto me, that ye might 

" have life.” "  W hy will ye die, O houſe 
"  o f  I ſrael.” "  W e therefore (ſays the 
"  Apoſtle) as Embaſſadors for Chriſt, be
"  ſeech you in Chriſt’s ſtead, be ye re
"  conciled to G od.” Thus then, i f  after 
a l l  the encouragements o f  the Goſpel, we 
ſtill turn away from it, and reſolve to do 
without it, all the miſerable conſequences 
which will follow muſt be laid at o ur 
own door ; and whenever the day o f  our 
extremity ſhall come, we ſhall be forced 

 to own, that we are left, like this boy, 
entirely without excuſe.

It has been remarked in the ſtory, that the 
ſame gentleman who made this great offer 
to the beggarly boy, threw him down a 
ſhilling in token o f  his liberality, for 
which the lad never thought o f  thanking  
him, but merely grew proud upon it, as 
well as conceited o f  his own cleverneſs in 
catching hold o f  the piece. What a very  
mean ſpirit was this ! and yet is not this 
the very ſpirit in which worldly minded

men



men receive the temporal bleſ ſings thrown 
down to them by their heavenly Father ? 
I f  a little worldly wealth is caſt by a 
bounteous Providence into their lap, they 
immediately grow haughty in conſe
quence o f  it, and, like this boy, they 
take to themſelves credit for the ability 
they have ſhewn in the manner o f  getting 
p o ſſeſſion o f  i t : Many men, for inſtance, 
i f  they get a good crop, or a good year ’s 
trade, are as full o f  themſe lves, and as 
thoughtleſs o f  Him who is the giver o f  it, 
as this boy was ; nor are they at all en
couraged by G o d ’s providential goodneſs 
to look up to Him for the further bleſſi n g s  
o f  the Goſpel.

Reader, i f  thou art thus vain o f  any 
o f  thine earthly goods, thou mayeſt be
hold thy likeneſs in this part o f  the cha
racter o f  the boy!

W e come now more particularly to 
ſpeak o f  the cauſes which lead men to act 
the ſtrange part they do, in rejecting the 
Goſpel.  I doubt not that this fooliſh lad 
might find a thouſand plauſible reaſons, 
in his own mind, by which he might diſ

guiſe
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guiſe from himſelf the folly and abſurdity 
o f  his conduct. He might ſay, as it 
has been already hinted, “  I do not 
chuſe to venture on all this change in 
my way o f  life. I am afraid of  g iv 
ing myſelf  up ſo entirely to the gen
tleman.” Poor fooliſh fel low ! what then 
hadſt thou any thing to loſe by the  
change ? Could ſuch a lad as thou waſt 
be meaner, dirtier, or poorer than 
thou waſt a lready? In l i k e  manner we 
may ſay to every  ſinner, who raiſes a 
like objection; what then art thou fear
ful o f  becoming wickeder than thou 
art, by entering into the ſervice o f  
Chriſt ? Is it that thy conſcience pricks 
thee in proportion as thou draweſt nearer 
to him? Art thou afraid on this account 
to make the venture ?

Or the lad might ſay perhaps, as the 
ſinner is apt to ſay, I have lived hi
therto in my preſent way o f  life, and 
why ſhould I not go on in it?  which  
is but ſaying, in other words, have 
lived hitherto in dirt, or I have l iv 
ed hitherto in ſi n ,  and why may I not 
live on in it ? than which there can

not
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not be a more miſerable reaſon, though 
I fear there is hardly a more common one.

B ut let us, I ſaid, lay open the true cauſe. 
W e have already obſerved, that this boy 
had long dwelt in the company o f a ſad 
ſet o f  vagabonds, who being very nume
rous, and one of them as bad as another, 
contrived to keep each other in counte
nance, ſo as to paſs, for ſooth, for very de
cent people. This is exactly the caſe with 
the multitude o f  wicked and worldly mind
ed people. They live in great flocks toge
ther, they ſee none but thoſe who are 
much like themſelves, and they have no 
more idea o f  a truly Chriſtian life, than 
this boy had o f the ſort o f  life led in the 
family o f  this great gentleman; ſ o that 
when the Goſpel calls to them to repent, 
and change their courſe, and enter into 
the ſervice o f  Chriſt, they ſee no need fo r  
it, they are as good as their neighbours, 
and having no other rule o f  judging e x 
cept this, they pronounce themſelves to 
be well enough already. But I would wiſh 
ſuch perſons to reflect on the error o f  
this boy, and to recollect, that many a coat 
which ſeems clean enough to a poor man, 
appears very  dirty in the eyes o f  a deli

c ate
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cate gentleman, and that, in like manner, 
many a life which a worldly perſon thinks 
innocent, appears to be a very wicked 
one in the eyes o f  a chriſtian.

 The grand cauſe o f  all, however, which 
makes men reject the Goſpel, is one 
which muſt be traced ſtill further. It was 
remarked o f  this boy, that he had no 
heart for the ſort o f  benefit which was of
fered him, for that he had a very mean 
and low mind : he had therefore not 
merely fallen into bad company, but he 
had choſen it: he was not only uſed to 
dirt, but he really loved it, he had no de
light in cleanlineſs, ſor his taſte, unhap
pily, lay quite the other way.

Now this, when it is conſidered, will 
ſerve to explain very clearly the ſeveral 
circumſtances in his conduct, and it will 
a l ſo  account very ſufficiently for his entire 
refuſal o f  the offer. H is rudeneſs in not 
attending to the gentleman when he firſt 
called to him, as well as his continual: ab
ſence o f mind afterwards, his difficulty in 
believing any thing that could be ſaid to 
him, his falſe reaſoning upon it, his ſeem
ing dullneſs and ingratitude,  and inſenfi

bil ity



bility, as well as the bad choice which he 
made o f  his company, may all be traced, 
directly or indirectly, to this principal 
cauſe, that the lad was a poor low-lived 
fellow, that loved to grovel in the dirt, 
and had no kind o f  heart or inclination 
to get into a good ſervice.

And need we fear to remark, that in 
this alſo the likeneſs holds, and that we 
have here eſpecially the exact picture 
of  the irreligious perſon ?

I t is often p leaded, by thoſe who would 
defend the characters o f  irreligious peo
ple , that one man, for inſtance, happens 
merely to be rather in attentive to the 
Goſpel ; that another is unfortunately 
drawn out o f  the way o f  it by what is 
thought an innocent attention to his 
worldly bufineſs; a third gravely tells you  
that he finds a difficulty in believing i t ; a 
fourth contrives ſome way or other to per
vert it, ſo as to get no good from it, and  
ſeems to have a ſtrange twiſt in his head 
whenever he reaſons upon it; a fifth is ſaid 
to be a man who is without thoſe warm 
feelings, which are ſuppoſed to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe who affectionately embrace i t  ? and o f

a ſeventh
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a ſeventh perhaps it is ſaid by ſome ſimple 
good natured relation, or acquaintance, 
that the man has a good heart indeed, but 
that unluckily he has fallen into bad com
pany ; but let it be remembered, that juſt 
thus it might be pleaded, that this beg 
garly boy was by turns inattentive and  
wrong-headed, and dull o f  feeling, as well 
as uſed to bad company. Theſe excuſes 
i f  allowed in the one inſtance ſhould be al
lowed equally in the other. The true root 
o f  the matter in each caſe lies deeper. 
The irreligious man, like the boy in the 
parable, has, in the worſt ſenſe o f  the words, 
a baſe and low mind : like him , he has no 
heart for the g re a t  things that are offered  
him : he has no heart for the favor of God, 
ſor the honor o f  living in his ſervice, for  
the comforts o f  the Goſpel in this world, 
or for the gift o f  eternal life. Like the 
beggarly boy, he may ſay what he will, 
but he is o f  an earthly, grovelling ſpirit, 
and the true explanation of  the whole mat
ter is, that as the one is inclined to dirt, 
ſo the other has a leaning to the ſide o f  ſin. 
Do you think that if this beggarly boy had  
loved cleanlineſs, and abominated every 
degree o f  dirt, he would have remained 
as he was? no, undoubtedly he would

have
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have caught at the opportunity offered 
him, and he would, as it were, at all 
hazards have run after the gentleman : 
ſo i f  a man longs to be freed from fin, 
i f  he wiſhes above all things to cleanſe 
his ways, to purify himſelf even as God 
is pure, and to become holy as God is 
holy, do you think he will not catch 
at the Goſpel ? undoubtedly he will do 
ſo. Yes, for it will be ſuited in every 
part o f  it to the ſtate o f  his mind, and 
to all his wants and wiſhes, and there
fore why ſhould he not receive it ? he 
will feel his way indeed, but he will by 
degrees heartily embrace every doctrine 
o f  it. This then is the man who will 
accept God for his father, Chriſt for his 
Saviour, the Holy Spirit for his Sanct i 
fier and Comforter; the Scriptures will 
be his G u id e ; the W orld will be no 
more to him than the place o f  his pil
gr im age ; his fellow Chriſtians will be 
viewed b y  him as his fellow travellers, 
and Heaven will be his home, where he 
hopes to be joined to the Spirits o f  J u ſt  
Men made perfect, and to dwell in the 
preſence o f  his Maker, and o f  his Saviour, 
for ever and ever.

And



(  2 1  )
And now, R e ad er ! i f  thou art one who 

haſt hitherto been a ſtranger to religion, 
and haſt gone thy dull and daily round 
without any thought o f the matter, for once 
thou haſt been met methinks on thy way 
like this Beggarly boy, by a voice o f  e x 
hortation. Even in this little tale, the offer 
o f  the Goſpel, perhaps rather unexpected
ly , hath been held out to thee, or ſome hint 
at leaſt may have been given, by which, if  
thou wilt attend to it, thou ſhalt a ſſuredly 
find in the end that thy whole condition 
ſhall be altered: And y e t ,  perhaps like this 
beggarly boy, thou art now returning for 
the remainder o f  this very day to thy 
old habits, j u ſt  as i f  thou hadſt not read this 
ſtory. Some buſineſs calls thee, or ſome 
pleaſure waits thee, ſo ſarewel to all 
thought o f  the Goſpel, for thou muſt be 
gone.— But methinks, as thou departeſt, thy 
heart ſhould approve o f  this beggarly boy, 
ſhould admire his wiſdom, and praiſe 
the turn o f his ſpirit, for i f  thou goeſt 
away condemning him, thou c o n d e m neſt 
thyſelf  alſo.—  Oh ! no : his caſe is too 
bad to be defended; for he, who in a 
worldly ſenſe, r efu ſ e s a good offer, is ſet 
down for a fool, by common conſent of 
all men. But, a h ! how few will be per

ſuaded
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ſuaded to uſe the ſame reaſoning in re
ligion, which they  apply to all the ir 
worldly matters! how few will ſee with  
the ſame eyes, and try by the ſame rule, 
their temporal, and their eternal intereſts! 
ſo true is that ſaying o f  the ſcriptures, 
“  that the children o f this world are wiſer 
“  in their generation than the children of  
"  light.”



T h i s  D a y  a r e  P U B L I S H E D ,
PRICE an H ALFPENNY each,

2s. 3d. per 100.—  50 for 1s. 3 d .— 25 For 9d.
T h e  Carpenter ; or, the Danger o f  E vil  Company
A  N e w  Hiſtory o f  a T ru e  Book, in V erſe
T h e  Cock-Fighter ; a True Story, verſified by C ow p er
T ru e  Stories o f  T w o  Good Negroes

H u ſ band ry Morali zed, or Pleaſant Sunday Reading, 
for a Farmer' s Kitchen, Part I.

W on derfu l  E ſcapes from Shipwreck
T he A pprentice ’s Monitor, or Indentures, in  Verſe,  to 

be h u n g up in Shops
F able o f  the Old Man and the Bundle o f  Sticks
Providential D etect i o n s  o f  Murders, by H .  Fielding, Eſq.
T he Roguiſh Miller, or nothing got by Cheating, a 

T ru e  Ballad
T he M arket W o m an , a T ru e  Tale, in V erſe
The G in-ſhop, or Peep at a Priſon, in V e r ſe

T h e  Horſe Race.
W i ld  Robert, in V e r ſe

P RICE O n e  P ENNY each.
4s. 6d. per 100—  50 for 2s. 6d.—  25 for 1s. 6d.

H iſtory o f  Thomas W h ite  the Poſt i l l io n
T he T wo Shoemakers
Life of Wm. Baker, with his Funeral Sermon, by the 

Rev. Mr. Gilpin
The Book of Martyrs, Bp. Ridley, &c.

The Two Soldiers
Hiſtory of the Plague in London, with ſuitable Thoughts
Execution of Maclean, commonly known by the Name 

of the Gentleman Highwayman
The Beggarly Boy, a Parable.
P RICE 1d. 1/2 each, or 6s. 9d. per 100— 50 for 3s. 9d. 

25 for 2s. 6d.
Watts’s Hymns for Children, complete, with Prayers
The Shepherd of Saliſbury Plain, Part II.

 ☞ Great allowance will be made to Shopkeepers and Hawkers  
A  Variety of entertaining Hiſtories in Proſe and Verſe, 

will continue to be publiſhed Monthly, at the 
C H E A P  R E P O S IT O R Y  —Some good Book, fit ſor 
Sunday Reading, will be ſold every Month ſor an Half- 
penny, or a Penny. As all theſe Books will be near
ly  printed in the ſame Size, they will, if  ſtitched to
gether, ſoon make a valuable and cheap Volume.



This Day a re Publiſhed ,
The Shepherd of Saliſbury Plain. Part I I.—and 

W ild Robert, a Ballad.

On the 1ſ t  of Ju ly, 1795, will be publiſhed,
A  Sunday Reading— The good Mother’s Legacy, 

—  and the Newcaſtle Collier, a Ballad.

On the 1ſt  of Auguſt,
A  Sunday Reading.— Th e H appy Waterman,— 

and the P low-Boy’s Dream—  a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of September,
A  Sunday Readin g .— T he T wo Farmers. Part I 

and D ame Andrews,— a Ballad.

On the 1ſt  of October, 
A Sunday Reading.—  The T w o  Farmers. Part I I  

—  and the ho ne ſt M ille r ,  a Ballad.

On the 1ſt of November,
A  Sunday Reading.— T h e Hiſ tory of Sorrowf u l 

Sam, and a Ballad.

And other Pieces o n  a ſimilar Plan, on the 1 ſ t  
of every Month.


