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T H E

Shepherd of Saliſbury Plain.

P A R T  II.

I AM willing to hope that my read
ers will not be ſorry to hear ſome 

farther particulars of their old acquaint
ance the Shepherd of  Saliſbury Plain. 
They will call to mind that at the 
end of the firſt part, he was returning 
home full of gratitude for the favours 
he had received from Mr. Johnſon 
whom we left purſuing his journey, 
after having promiſed to make a viſit 
to the Shepherd's Cottage.

Mr. Johnſon after having paſſed 
ſome time with his friend, ſat out on 
his return to Saliſbury, and on the 
Saturday ev ening reached a very ſmall

inn,
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inn, a mile or two d i ſtant from the 
Shepherd’s Village; for he never tra
velled on a Sunday. He went the 
next morning to the Church neareſt 
the houſe, where he had paſſed the 
n ight ; and after  taking ſuch refreſh
ment as he could get at that houſe, he 
walked on to find out the Shepherd’s 
cottage. His reaſon for viſiting him 
 on a Sunday was chiefly, becauſe he 
ſuppoſed it to be the only day which 
the Shepherd’s employment allowed 
him to paſs at home with his family, 
and as Mr. J ohnſon had been ſtruck 
with his talk, he thought it would be 
neither unpleaſ ant nor unprofitable to 
obſerve how a Man who carried ſuch 
an appearance of piety ſpent his Sun
day; for though he was ſo low in the 
world, this Gentleman was not above 
entering very cloſely into his charac
ter, of which he  thought he shoul d  
be able to form a better judgment, 
by ſee ing  whether his practice at home 
kept pace w ith his p o ſſeſſions  abroad . 
For it is not ſo mu ch by obſerving 
how people talk, as how they live,

that



that we ought to ju d g e  of their cha

racters. 

After a p leaſan t w a l k  Mr. John 

ſon got within ſight of the cottage, 
to which was directed the clump 
of hawthorns and  t h e  broken chim

ney. He wiſhed  to take the family 
by ſurpriſe ; and walking gently up 
to the houſe he ſtood awhile to liſten. 
The door being half open, he ſaw 
the Shepherd (who looked ſo  r e 
ſpectable in his Sunday Coat that 
he ſhould hardly have known him) his 
Wife, and their numerous young, fami

ly, drawing round their little table, 
which was covered with a clean though 
very coarſe cloth. There ſtood on it 
a large diſh of potatoes, a brown pitch
er, and a piece of coarſe loaf. The 
wife and children ſtood in ſilent at
tention, while the Shepherd, with up- 
lifted hands and eyes, devoutly beg
ged th e  b leſ ſing o f  heaven on their 
homely fare . M r. Johnſon could not 
help ſ ighing to reflect, that he had ſome

times

( 5 )



( 6 )
times ſeen better dinners eaten with 
leſs appearance of thankfulneſs.

The Shepherd and his wife then ſat 
down with great ſeeming cheerfulneſs, 
but the children ſtood ; and while the 
mother was helping them, little freſh- 
coloured Molly w h o  h a d  p ic k e d  th e  
wool f r om the buſhes with ſo much de
light,  cried o u t ,  " Father, I wiſh I 
was big enough to ſay grace, I am 
ſure I ſhould ſay it very heartily to 
day, for I was thinking what muſt poor 
people do who have no ſalt to their po
tatoes, and do but look our diſh is 
quite full.”—  “ T hat is the true way of 
thinking, Molly, ” ſaid the Father, “  in 
whatever concerns bodily wants, and 
bodily comforts, it is our duty to com
pare our own lo t with the lot of  thoſe 
who are worſe off, and this will keep us 
thankful. On the other hand, whenever 
we are tempted to ſet up our own wiſdom 
or goodneſs, we muſt compare ourſelves 
with thoſe who are wiſer and better, and 
that will keep us humble Molly was now 
ſo  hungry, arid found the potatoes ſo 
good, that ſhe had no time to make
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any more remarks; bu t, was devour 
ing her dinner very heartily; when  
the barking of the great dog drew her 
attention from her trencher to the door, 
and ſpying the ſtranger, ſhe cried out,  
"  look father, ſee here, if  yonder i s 
not the good Gentleman !” Mr. John
ſon finding himſelf diſcovered, imme
diately walked in, and was heartily 
welcomed by the honeſt Shepherd, who 
told his wife that this was the Gentle 
man to whom they were ſo much 
obliged.

The good Woman began, as ſome 
very neat people are rather too apt to 
do, with making many apologies that 
her houſe was not cleaner,  and that 
things were not in fitter order to re
ceive ſuch a Gentleman. Mr. John
ſon however, on looking round, could 
diſcover nothing but the moſt perfect 
neatneſs. The trenchers on which 
they were eating were almoſt as white 
as their linen ; and notwithſtanding 
the number and ſmallneſs of the child
r en, there was not the leaſt  appearance



of dirt or litter. The furniture was 
very ſimple a n d poor, hardly indeed 
amounting to bare neceſſaries. It con
ſi ſted  of four  brown wooden chairs, which, 

by conſtant rubbing, were be
come as bright as a looking glaſs ;  
an i r o n  p o t  a n d  k e t t l e  ;  a poor old 
grate which ſcarcely  h e l d  a  handful 
of coals, and out of which the little 
fire that had been i n  it appeared to  
have b e e n  t a k e n ,  a s  ſ o o n  as it had 
anſwered the end for which it had been 
lighted, that of boiling their potatoes. 
Over the chimney ſtood an old faſh
ioned broad bright candleſtick, and a 
ſtill brighter ſp i t ; i t  w a s  pretty clear 
that this laſt was kept rather for orna
ment th a n  u ſe .  " An old c arved elbow chair, and a cheſt 

o f  the ſame date 
which ſtood in the corner, were conſi
dered as the moſt valuable part of the 
Shepherd’s goods, having been in his 
family for three g e n e ra t io n s .  But all 
theſe were lightly eſteemed by him, 
in compariſon of another poſſeſſion, 
which added to the above made up the 
whole of what he h ad inherited from 

his
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his father ; and which laſt he would 
not have parted with, i f  no other could 
have been had, for a king’s ranſom : 
this was a large old Bible, which lay 
on the window ſeat, neatly covered 
with brown cloth, variouſly patched. 
This ſacred book was moſt reverendly 
preſerved from dog’s e a r s ,  dirt, and 
every other injury, but ſuch as time 
and much uſe had made it ſuffer in 
ſpite of care. On the clean white walls 
were paſted a hymn on the Crucifixion of 
our Saviour, & print of the Prodigal 
Son, the Shepherd's H ym n, and  a  New 
Hiſtory o f  a T rue  Book. 

 After the firſt ſalutations w e re  over, 
Mr. Johnſon ſaid, that if they would 
go on quietly with their dinner he 
would fit down. Though a good deal 
aſhamed, they thought it more reſpect
ful to obey th e  Gentleman, hav
ing caſt his eye on their  ſlender proviſions, 

gently rebuked the Shepherd 
for not having indulged h im self, as it 
was Sunday, with a morſel of Bacon 
to reliſh his Potatoes. The Shepherd

ſaid

( 9 )



ſaid  nothing, but poor M ary coloured, 
an d  h u n g  d o w n  h e r h ead , ſay in g , "  
in  deed , S ir, it is  no t m y  fau lt, I d id  
beg m y huſband to  allow  him ſelf a  b it 
o f  m e a t to -d ay  o u t o f  y o u r h o n o u r 's  
b o u n ty  ; b u t h e  w a s  to o  g o o d  to  d o  
i t ,  a n d  i t  i s  a l l  f o r  m y  ſa k e .”  T h e  
Shepherd ſeem ed unwilling to com e to 
an  exp lanation , bu t M r. John ſon  de
ſired  M ary  to  go  on . S o  ſhe  con tinu
e d , "  y o u  m u ſt k n o w , S ir , th a t b o th  
o f u s nex t to  a  ſin , d read  a  deb t, and  
in d eed  in  ſo m e  ca ſe s  a  d eb t is  a  ſin ; 
b u t w ith  a ll o u r  c a re  a n d  p a in s  w e  
h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  a b le  q u ite  to  p a y  
o ff th e  D o c to r’s  b ill, fo r th a t b ad  fit 
o f  th e  R h eu m a tiſm  w h ic h  I  h ad  la ſt 
w in ter. N ow  w hen  you  w ere  p lea ſed  
to  g ive  m y hu ſband  that k ind  p re ſen t 
the other day, I heartily deſired him  to 
buy a bit of m eat for Sunday, as I ſaid 
b e  fo re , th a t h e  m ig h t h av e  a  little  
refreſh m ent for h im ſelf ou t o f your 
k in d n e ſs . B u t an ſw ered  h e , M ary , it 
is never out of m y m ind long together 
that w e ſtill ow e a few  ſhillings to  the 
D octor, (and thank G od it is all w e did

' t o  we
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in the world.) Now if I carry him this 
m oney directly  it w ill not only  ſhew  
him our honeſty and our good will, but 
it will be an encouragement to him to 
come to you another time in caſe you 
ſhould  be  taken  once m ore  in  ſuch  a  
bad  fit;  fo r  I  m uſt ow n, add ed  m y 
poor huſband, that the thought of your 
being ſo terribly ill without any help, 
i s  th e  o n ly  m is fo r tu n e  th a t  I  w a n t  
courage to face."

Here the grateful woman’s tears ran 
 down ſo faſt that ſhe could not go on. 
S he  w iped  them  w ith  the  co rner o f  
her apron, and humbly begged pardon 
fo r  m a k in g  ſo  f re e .  “  In d e e d ,  S i r ,”  
ſaid the Shepherd, " though my wife is 
full as unwilling to be in debt as my
ſelf, yet I could hardly prevail on her 
to  con ſen t to  m y  pay ing  th is  m oney  
 juſt then, becauſe ſhe ſaid it was hard 
I ſhould not have a taſte  of the Gen
tleman’s bounty myſelf. But for once, 
S ir , I  w ould  have, m y ow n w ay. For 
 you m uſt know , as I  paſs beſt part of 
my time alone, tending my ſheep, ’tis

a great
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point with me, Sir, to get comfortable matter ſor my own thoughts 
; ſo that 'tis rather ſelf intereſt in me to allow myſelf in no 
pleaſures and no practices that won’t bear thinking on over and 
over. For when one is a good deal alone you know, Sir, all one's 
bad deeds do ſo ruſh in upon one, as I may ſay, and ſo torment 
one, that there is   no true comfort to be had but in keeping clear of wrong doings, and falſe pleaſures; and that I ſuppoſe may be one reaſon why ſo many folks hate to ſtay a bit by themſelves.— But as I was ſaying— when I came to think the matter over on the hill yonder, ſaid I to myſelf, a good dinner is a good thing I grant, and yet it will be but cold comfort to me a week after, to be able to ſay— to be ſure I had a nice ſhoulder of mutton laſt Sunday for dinner, thanks to the good Gentleman, but then I am in 
d e b t . —  
I  h a d  a  
r a r e  
d i n n e r ,  
t h a t ’ s  
c e r t a i n ,  
b u t  t h e  
p l e a ſ u r e  
o f  t h a t  
h a s  l o n g  
b e e n  o v e r ,  
a n d  t h e  
d e b t  ſ t i l l  
r e m a i n s .  I  
h a v e  ſ p e n t  
t h e  c r o w n ,  
a n d  n o w  i f  
m y  p o o r  
w i f e  
ſ h o u l d  b e  
t a k e n

in



( 13 )in one of thoſe fits again, die ſhe muſt, unleſs God work a miracle to prevent it, for I can get no help for her. This  thought ſettled all : and I ſet off directly and paid the crown to the Doctor with as much cheerfulneſs as I ſhould have felt on ſitting down to the fatteſt ſhoulder of mutton that ever was roaſted. And if I was contented at the time, think how much more happy  I have been at the remembrance ! O Sir, there are no pleaſures worth the name but ſuch as bring no plague or  penitence after them.”Mr. Johnſon was ſatisfied with the Shepherd’s reaſons; and agreed, that though a good dinner was not to be deſpiſed, yet it was not worthy to be compared with a contented Mind, which (as the Bible truly ſays) is a continual feaſt. " But come,” ſaid the good Gentleman, "what have we got in this brown mug ?” " As good water,” ſaid the Shepherd, " as any in the king’s dominions. I have heard of countries beyond ſea in which there is no wholeſomewater;
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w ate r  ;  n ay ,  I  h av e  b een  m y ſe lf  in  
a  g rea t  to w n  n o t  fa r  o ff  w h ere  th ey  
are obliged to  buy all the water they 
g e t ,  w h ile  a  g oo d  P ro v id en ce  ſend s  
to  m y  v e r y  d o o r  a  ſp r in g  a s  c l e a r  
a n d  f in e  a s  J a c o b ’ s  w e l l .  W h e n  I  
am  te m p t ed  to  rep in e  th a t  I  h a v e  
o ften  no  o ther d rink , I  ca ll  to  m ind , 
tha t it  w as no th ing  better than  a  cup  
o f  c o ld  w a te r  w h ic h  th e  w o m a n  o f  
S am aria  d rew  fo r  th e  g rea te ſ t  g u e ſt  
that ever viſited this 

w orld .” "  V e r y  w e l l , ”  r e p l i e d  
M r. Jo h n ſo n  ;  "  b u t  a s  y o u r  h o n e ſty  
h a s  m a d e  y o u  p r e f e r  a  p o o r  m e a l  
to  b e in g  in  d eb t ,  I  w i l l  a t  le a ſ t  ſen d  
an d  g e t  ſo m e th in g  fo r  y o u  to  d r in k . 
I  ſaw  a  little  public-houſe  ju ſt  by  the  
c h u r c h ,  a s  I  c a m e  a lo n g .  L e t  t h a t  
l i t t le  ro ſy -  faced  fe llow  fe tch  a  m ug  

of beer.” So ſaying, he  looked fu ll 
a t  the  B oy  w ho  d id  no t  o ffe r  to  ſ t i r ;  
b u t  ca ſt  an  ey e  a t  h is  fa th e r  to  k n o w  
w h a t  h e  w a s  to  d o .  "  S i r ,”  ſa id  th e  
S hepherd , "  I  hope  w e ſha ll  no t  ap 
p e a r  u n g r a te f u l ,  i f  w e  ſe e m  to  r e -



( 15 ) fuſe your favour; my 

l i t t l e  b o y  w o u ld ,  I  a m  ſu r e ,  f ly  to  
ſe rv e  y o u  o n  a n y  o  th e r  o c c a ſ io n .  
B u t ,  g o o d  S i r ,  i t  i s  S u n d a y ,  a n d  
ſh o u ld  a n y  o f  m y  fa m i ly  b e  ſe e n  
at a Public-houſe on a Sab-  bath-day, 
i t  w o u ld  b e  a  m u ch  g rea te r  g r ie f  to  
m e  th a n  to  d r in k  w a te r  a l l  m y  l i fe .  
I  a m  o f t e n  t a l k i n g  a g a i n ſ t  t h e ſ e  
do ings  to  o thers ,  and  if  I  ſhou ld  ſay  
one  th ing  and  do  ano ther ,  you  can ’t  
th in k  w h a t  a n  a d v a n ta g e  i t  w o u ld  
give  many of my neighbours over me, 
w ho w ould  be  g lad  enough to  report 
tha t they  caught the  Shepherd’s  Son  
at the  A le-houſe , w ithout expla in ing  
h o w  i t  h a p p e n e d .  C h r i ſ t i a n s ,  y o u  
know  S ir ,  m u ſt  be  doub ly  w atch fu l,  
o r  th ey  w il l  n o t  o n ly  b r in g  d iſg race  
o n  th e m  ſe lv e s ,  b u t  w h a t  is  m u c h  
w o rſe ,  o n  th a t  h o ly  n am e  b y  w h ich  
they are 

called.” "  A re you not a  little  too  
c a u t io u s ,  m y  h o n e ſ t  f r ie n d  ? ”  ſa id  
M r .  J o h n ſo n .  “  I  h u m b ly  a ſk  y o u r  
p a rd o n , S ir ,"  rep lied  th e  S h ep h erd ,  
"  i f  I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  i m p o ſ ſ i b l e .  

In  m y poor no- t io n
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n o t io n  I  n o  m o re  u n d e r ſ tan d  h o w  a  
man can be too cautious, than how he 
can be too ſtrong, or too healthy.” "  

Y ou  a re  r igh t  indeed ,”  ſa id  M r.  
J o h n ſo n ,  "  a s  a  g e n e ra l  p r in c ip le ,  

b u t  t h i s  ſ t r u c k  m e  a s  a  v e r y  ſ m a l l  
th in g .”  "  S i r ,”  ſ a id  th e  S h e p h e rd ,  "  
I  a m  a f r a id  y o u  w i l l  th in k  m e  v e ry  
bold ,  but  you encourage m e to  ſpeak 
ou t .”  — " ’T is  w hat .  I  w iſh ,”  ſa id  the  
G en t lem an .—  "  T hen ,  S i r ,”  re ſu m ed  

th e  S h e p h e rd ,  "  I  d o u b t ,  i f  w h e re  
there is  a  temptation to  do wrong any 
th ing  can  be  ca l led  ſm a l l ;  tha t  i s ,  in  
ſh o r t ,  i f  th e re  i s  a n y  ſu c h  th in g  a s  a  
ſm all  w ilfu l  ſ in .  A  poor  m an  l ike  m e 
is ſeldom called out to do great things, 
ſo  tha t  i t  is  not by  a  few  g rea t  deeds  
h i s  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  b e  ju d g e d  b y  h i s  
n e ig h b o u r s ,  b u t  b y  th e  l i t t l e  ro u n d  
o f  d a i ly  c u ſ t o m s  h e  a l lo w s  h im ſe l f  
in ."—  W hile  they  were  thus  ta lk ing , 
t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h o  h a d  ſ t o o d  v e r y  
qu ie t ly  beh ind ,  and  had  not  ſt i r red  a  
foot,  now began to  ſcamper about all  

a t  once ,  and  in  a  m om ent ran to
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w i n d o w - ſ e a t  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e i r

l i t t l e  o ld  h a t s .  M r .  J o h n ſo n  lo o k -  
ed  ſu rpriſed  a t th is  d iſtu rbance  ; the  
S hepherd  a ſked  h is  pardon , te l l ing  
h im  it  w as  the  ſou nd  o f  the  C hurch  
Bell which had been the cauſe of their 
r u d e  n e ſ s  ;  f o r  th e i r  M o th e r  h a d  
b r o u g h t  th e m  u p  w i th  ſu c h  a  f e a r  
o f  b e in g  too  la te  fo r  C hu rch , th a t  i t  

was but who cou ld



( 18 ) could  catch  the  f ir ſt  

ſ t r o k e  o f  t h e  b e l l ,  a n d  b e  f i r ſ t  
r e a d y .  H e  h a d  a l  w a y s  t a u g h t  
th e m  to  th in k  th a t  n o  th in g  w a s  
m o r e  i n d e c e n t  t h a n  t o  g e t  i n t o  
C h u r c h  a f t e r  i t  w a s  b e g u n  ;  f o r  
a s  t h e ;  ſ e r v i c e  o p e n e d  w i t h  a n  
e x h o r t a  t i o n  t o  r e p e n t a n c e ,  a n d  
a  c o n fe ſ ſ io n  o f  ſ in ,  i t  lo o k e d  v e r y  
p r e ſ u m p t u o u s  n o t  t o  b e  r e a d y  t o  
jo in  in  i t ;  i t  lo ok ed  a s  if  peo p le  d id  
n o t  f e e l  t h e m ſe lv e s  to  b e  ſ i n n e r s .  
A n d  th o u g h  ſu ch  a s  l iv ed  a t  a  g rea t  
d i ſ t a n c e  m i g h t  p l e a d  d i f f e r e n c e  
o f  c l o c k s  a s  a n  e x c u ſ e ,  y e t  t h o ſ e  
w h o  l iv e d  w i th in  th e  fo u n d  o f  th e  
bell, could 

p r e t e n d  n e i t h e r  i g n o r a n c e  n o r  miſtake. Mary and her children 
ſ e t  f o r w a r d .   M r .  J o h n ſo n  a n d  t h e  
Shepherd  fo llow  ed , tak ing  care  to  
ta lk  the  w ho le  w ay  o n  ſuch  ſub jec ts  
a s  m i g h t  f i t  t h e m  f o r  t h e  ſ o l e m n  
d u t i e s  o f  t h e  p l a c e  t o  w h ic h  t h e y  
w e r e  g o i n g .  "  I  h a v e  o f t e n  b e e n  
ſo rry  to  ob ſe rve ,”  ſa id  M r. John ſon , 
"  th a t  m a n y  w h o  a re  re c k o n e d  d e 
cen t,  go od  k in d  o f  peo p le ,  and  w ho  
would on no account neglect going to



( 19 )to church, yet ſeem to care but little in what frame or temper of mind they go thither. They will talk of their worldly concerns till they get within the door, and then take them up again the very minute the ſermon is over, which makes me ready to fear they lay too much ſtreſs on the mere form of going to a place of worſhip. Now, for my part, I always find that it requires a little time to bring my mind into a ſtate fit to do any common buſineſs well, much more this great and moſt neceſſary buſineſs of all.” " Yes, Sir," ſaid the Shepherd, " and then I think too how buſy I ſhould be in preparing my mind, if I was going into the preſence of a great gentleman, or a Lord, or the King ; and ſhall the King of Kings be treated with leſs  reſpect ? Beſides, one likes to ſee people feel as if going to Church was a thing of choice and pleaſure, as well as a duty, and that they were as deſirous not to be the laſt there, as they would be if they were going to a feaſt or a fair.”After



( 20 )After ſervice, Mr. Jenkins the Clergyman, who was well acquainted with the character of Mr. Johnſon, and had a great reſpect for him, accoſted him with much civility ; expreſſing his concern that he could not enjoy juſt now ſo much of his converſation as he wiſhed, as he was obliged to viſit a ſick perſon at a diſtance, but hoped to have a little talk with him before he left the Village. As they walked along together, Mr. Johnſon made ſuch inquiries about the Shepherd, as ſerved to confirm him in the high opinion he entertained of his piety, good-ſenſe, induſtry, and ſelf-denial. They parted, the Clergyman promiſing to call in at the Cottage in his way home.The Shepherd, who took it for granted that Mr. Johnſon was gone to the Parſonage, walked home with his wife and children, and was beginning in his uſual way to catechiſe and inſtruct his family, when Mr. Johnſon came in, and inſiſted that the Shepherd ſhould go on with his inſtructions, juſt as ifhe



( 21 ) he 

were not there .  This  Gentleman who 
w a s  v e ry  d e ſ i ro u s  o f  b e in g  u ſe f u l  
t o  h i s  o w n  S e r v a n t s  a n d  w o r k m e n  
in  th e  w ay  o f  r e l ig io u s  in ſ t ru c t io n ,  
w a s  ſo m e  t im e s  ſo r ry  to  f in d  th a t  
though he took a  good deal of  pains,  
t h e y  d i d  n o t  n o w  a n d  t h e n  q u i t e  
underſtand him, for though his meaning 
w a s  v e r y  g o o d ,  h i s  l a n g u a g e  w a s  
n o t  a lw a y s  v e ry  p la in ;  a n d  th o u g h  
th e  t h in g s  h e  ſ a id  w e re  n o t  h a rd  to  
b e  u n d e r ſ to o d ,  y e t  th e  w o r d s  w e re ,  
e ſ p e c i a l l y  t o  ſ u c h  a s  w e r e  v e r y  ignorant.  And he now began 
to  f ind  ou t ,  tha t  i f  peop le  w ere  ever  
ſ o  w i ſ e  a n d  g o o d ,  y e t  i f  t h e y  h a d  
not a  ſ im ple ,  agreeable ,  and  fam iliar  
w ay  o f  ex p re ſſing  th em ſe lv es ,  ſom e  
o f  th e i r  p la in  h e a re r s  w o u ld  n o t  b e  
m u c h  th e  b e t t e r  f o r  th e m .  F o r  th i s  
rea ſon  he  w as  no t  above  l i ſ ten ing  to  
the  p la in ,  hum ble  w ay  in  w hich  th is  
h o n e ſ t  m a n   t a u g h t  h i s  f a m i l y ,  f o r  
th o u g h  h e  k n e w  th a t  h e  h im ſe l f  h a d  
many advantages over the Shepherd, 
h ad  m o re  lea rn in g ,  an d  co u ld  teach  
h i m  m a n y  t h i n g s ,  y e t  h e  w a s  n o t  
to o  p r o u d  to  l e a rn  e v e n  o f  ſo  p o o r  

a  M a n ,  in  a n y  p o in t  w h e re h e



( 22 )he thought the Shepherd might have the advantage of him.This Gentleman was much pleaſed with the knowledge and piety he diſcovered in the anſwers of the children ; and deſired the Shepherd to tell him how he contrived to keep up a ſenſe of divine things in his own mind and in that of his family with ſo little leiſure and ſo little reading. " O as to that, Sir,” ſaid the Shepherd, " we do not read much except in one book to be ſure ; but by hearty prayer for God's bleſſing on the uſe of that book,  what little knowledge is needful ſeems to come of courſe, as it were. And my chief ſtudy has been to bring the fruits of the Sunday reading into the week’s buſineſs, and to keep up the ſame ſenſe of God in the heart, when the Bible is in the cupboard as when it is in the hand. In ſhort, to apply what  I read in the book, to what I meet with in the Field.”" I don’t



( 23 ) "  I  d o n ’ t  q u i te  

underſtand you," ſaid Mr. Johnſon. 
"  S i r , "  r e p l i e d  t h e  S h e p h e r d ,  "  I  
h a v e  b u t  a  p o o r  g i f t  a t  c o n v e y in g  
t h e ſ e  t h i n g s  t o  o t h e r s ,  t h o u g h  I  
h a v e  m u c h  c o m f o r t  f r o m  th e m  in  
m y  o w n  m in d  ;  b u t  I  a m  ſu re  th a t  
the  moſt  ignorant and  hard  w orking  
p eo  p le ,  w h o  a re  in  ea rn e ſt  a b o u t  
their  ſa lvation, may help  to  keep up 
devout thoughts and good affections 
d u r in g  the  w eek ,  th o u g h  th ey  h av e  
hardly any time to look at a  book.— 
A n d  i t  w i l l  h e lp  th e m  to  k e e p  o u t  
bad  thoughts  too ,  w hich  is  no  ſm all  
m a t te r .  B u t  th en  th ey  m u ſ t  k n o w  
th e  B ib le  ;  they  m u ſt  have  read  the  
word  of  God; that  is  a  k ind  of ſtock  
in trade ſor a Chriſtian to ſet up with 
; and it is this which makes me ſo di
l igent in  teaching i t  to  m y children  
;  and  even  in  ſto r ing  the ir  m em ories  
w i th  P ſa lm s  an d  C h ap te rs .  T h is  i s  
a  g rea t  he lp  to  a  poor  hard -w ork ing  
Man, who will hardly meet with any 
 th ing  bu t  w hat  he  m ay  tu rn  to  ſom e 
good account. If one lives in the fear 
and the love of  GOD,  a lmoſt every

thing



( 24 ) thing 

o n e  ſ e e s  a b r o a d  w i l l  t e a c h ,  o n e  
to  a d o r e  h i s  p o w e r  a n d  g o o d n e ſ s ,  
a n d  b r i n g  t o  m i n d  ſ o m e  t e x t s  o f  
Scr ip tu re ,  w hich  ſha l l  f i l l  the  hear t  
w ith  thank fu lne ſs ,  and  the  m outh  
w i th  p ra i ſ e .  W h e n  I lo o k  u p w a rd s  
the  H eavens  declare  the  g lory  o f  G od  
; and ſhall  I be ſ ilent and ungrateful 
?  if  I  look round and ſee the Vallies  
ſ ta n d in g  th ick  w i th  C o rn ,  h o w  ca n  

I  help  b le ſſ ing  tha t  Pow er w ho g ive th  
m e  a l l  th in g s  rich ly  to  en jo y  ? I  m ay  
le a r n  g r a t i tu d e  f ro m  th e  b e a ſ t s  o f  
t h e  F i e l d ,  f o r  t h e  O x  k n o w e t h  h i s  
O w ner , and  the  A ſs  his  M aſter 's  C r ib ,  
a n d  ſ h a l l  a  C h r i ſ  t i a n  n o t  k n o w ,  
ſha l l  a  C hr i ſ t ian  no t  con ſ id e r ,  w ha t  
g rea t  th in g s  G o d  h as   d o n e  fo r  h im  
?  I ,  w ho  am  a  Shepherd ,  endeavour  
t o  f i l l  m y  f o u l  w i t h  a  c o n  ſ t a n t  
r e m e m b r a n c e  o f  t h a t  g o o d  S h e p 
h e r d ,  w h o  f e e d e t h  m e  i n  g r e e n  
p a ſ tu r e s , an d  m a k e th  m e  to  l i e  d o w n  
b e ſ i d e  th e  ſ t i l l  w a t e r s ,  a n d  w h o ſ e  

r o d  a n d  ſ ta f f  co m fo r t  m e . " "  
Y o u  a re  h a p p y ,”  ſa id  M r .  J o h n 

ſon ,  “  in  th is  re t i red  l i fe  by  w hich
you



( 25 )you eſcape the corruptions of the world.” " Sir,” " ſaid the Shepherd, " I do not eſcape the corruptions of my own evil nature. Even there on that wild ſolitary hill, I can find out that my heart is prone to evil thoughts. I ſuppoſe, Sir, that different ſtates have different temptations. You great folks, that live in the world, perhaps are expoſed to ſome, of which ſuch a poor man as I am, know nothing. But to one who leads a lonely life like me, evil thoughts are a chief beſetting Sin ; and I can no more withſtand theſe without the grace of God, than a rich Gentleman can withſtand the ſnares of evil company, without the ſame grace, And I feel that I ſtand in need of God’s help continually, and if he ſhould give me up to my own evil heart I ſhould be loſt.”Mr. Johnſon approved of the Shepherd's ſincerity, for he had always obſerved that where there was no humility, and no watchfulneſs againſt Sin, there was no religion, and he ſaid thatthe



(  2 6  )

the M a n  w h o  d id  n o t  f e e l  h im ſe l f  to  
h e  a  ſ in n e r , in  h is  o p in io n , co u ld  n o t 
be a chriſtian.

J u ſ t  a s  t h e y  w e r e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  
th e i r  d i ſc o u r ſe ,  M r .  J e n k in s ,  th e  

C lergym an  cam e in . A fte r  the  u ſua l 
ſaluations, he ſaid, "  W ell Shepherd, 
I  w i ſ h  y o u  j o y ;  I  k n o w  y o u  w i l l  
b e  ſo r ry  to  g a in  a n y  a d v a n ta g e  b y  
t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  n e i g h  b o u r ;  b u t  
o ld  W il ſo n  m y  C le rk ,  w a s  ſo  in f i rm ,  

a n d  I  t r u ſ t  ſ o  w e l l  p r e p a r e d ,  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  n o  r e a ſ o n  t o  b e  ſ o r r y  f o r  
h i s  d e a th .  I  h a v e  b e e n  to  p r a y  b y  
h i m ,  b u t  h e  d i e d  w h i l e  I  ſ t a i d .  I  
h a v e  a lw a y s  in te n d e d  y o u  ſh o u ld  
ſu c  ceed  to  h is  p lace ; ’ t is  

n o  g re a t  m a t te r ,  b u t  e v e ry  l i t t le  is  
ſomething.” N o  g re a t  m a t te r ,  S ir ,”  
"  cried the Shepherd, "  indeed it is  a  

great thing to me ; it will more 
th a n  p a y  m y  re n t .  B le ſ ſ e d  b e  G O D  
fo r  a l l  h is  g o o d  n e ſs .”  M a ry  ſa id  
n o th ing , bu t  l if ted  up  her  eyes  fu ll  

of tears in  ſilent gra titude. "  I  a m



( 27 )
"  I  am  g lad  o f  th is  l i t t le  c ircu m 

ſ t a n c e , ”  ſ a i d  M r .  J e n k i n s ,  "  n o t  
o n ly  ſo r  y o u r  ſak e ,  b u t  ſo r  th e  ſak e  
o f  t h e  o f f i c e  i t ſ e l f .  I  ſ o  h e a r t i l y  
reverence every religious inſtitution, 
t h a t  I  w o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  e v e n  th e  
Amen added to  the ex cellent prayers 
o f  o u r  C h u rc h ,  b y  v a in  o r  p ro fa n e  
l i p s ,  a n d  i f  i t  d e p e n d e d  o n  m e ,  
the re  ſhou ld  be  no  ſuch  th ing  in  the  
l a n d  a s  a n  id le ,  d r u n k e n ,  o r  i r r e 
l ig io u s  P a r i ſh -C le rk .  S o rry  I  a m  to  
ſa y ,  th a t  th is  m a t te r  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  
ſu f f ic ien tly  a t ten d ed  to ,  and  tha t  I  
know ſome of 

a  v e ry  in d i f f e re n t  c h a  ra c te r .”
M r .  J o h n ſo n  n o w  in q u i r e d  o f  t h e  
Clergyman whether there were many 
c h i ld re n  in  th e  P a r i ſh .  "  M o re  th a n  
you would expect,” replied he, " from 
the ſeem ing ſm allneſs of it, but there 
a re  ſo m e  l i t t le  H a m le ts  w h ic h  y o u  
do  no t ſee .”  "  I  th ink ,”  re tu rned  M r. 
Johnſon, " I recollect that in the con
verſation I had with the Shepherd on 
th e  h il l  y o nd er ,  he  to ld  m e  yo u  h ad  
no Sunday School.” “ I am ſorry to ſay



( 28 )ſay we have none,” ſaid the Miniſter; " I do what I can to remedy this misfortune by public catechiſing ; but having two or three Churches to ſerve, I cannot give ſo much time as I wiſh to private inſtruction; and having a large family of my own, and no aſſiſtance from others, I have never been able to eſtabliſh a School."" There is an excellent inſtitution in London," ſaid Mr. Johnſon, "called the Sunday-School Society, which kindly gives books and other helps, on the application of ſuch pious Miniſters as ſtand in need of their aid, and which I am ſure would have aſſiſted you, but I think we ſhall be able to do ſomething ourſelves.— Shepherd,” continued he, " if I was a King, and had  it in my power to make you a rich and a great Man, with a word ſpeaking, I would not do it. Thoſe who are raiſed by ſome ſudden ſtroke, much above the ſtation in which divine Providence had placed them, ſeldom turn out very good, or very happy. I have neverhad



( 29 )had any great things in my power, but as far as I have been able. I have been always glad to aſſiſt the worthy. I have however never attempted or deſired to ſet any poor Man much above his natural condition, but it is a pleaſure to me to lend him ſuch aſſiſtance as may make that condition more eaſy to  himſelf, and to put him in a way which  ſhall call him to the performance of more duties than perhaps he could have performed without my help, and of performing them in a better manner.— What Rent do you pay for this  Cottage ?”" Fifty Shillings a Year, Sir.”" It is in a ſad tattered condition, is there not a better to be had in the Village ?”" That in which the poor Clerk lived,” ſaid the Clergyman, " is not only more tight and whole, but has two decent chambers, and a very largelight



( 30 )light kitchen." — " That will be very convenient,” replied Mr. Johnſon, " pray what is the Rent ?” " I think," ſaid the Shepherd, " poor neighbour Wilſon gave ſomewhat about four pounds a year, or it might be guineas."— "Very well," ſaid Mr. Johnſon, " and what will the Clerk’s place be worth, think you ?” " About three pounds," was the anſwer." Now,” continued Mr. Johnſon, " my plan is, that the Shepherd ſhould take that houſe immediately ; for as the poor Man is dead, there will be no need of waiting till quarter day, if I make up the difference.” " True, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Jenkins, " and I am ſure my Wife’s Father, whom I expect to-morrow, will willingly aſſiſt a little towards buying ſome of the Clerk’s old goods. And the ſooner they remove the better, for poor Mary caught that bad rheumatiſm by ſleeping under a leaky thatch.” The Shepherd was too much moved to ſpeak, and Mary could hardly ſob out, " Oh! Sir, youare



(  3 1  )

are  too  good, indeed th is  houſe  w ill  
do very well.” “ It may do very well 
fo r  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c h i ld re n  M a ry ,”  
ſaid Mr. Johnſon, gravely, “ but it will 
n o t  d o  fo r  a  S c h o o l ;  th e  k i tch e n  is  
neither large nor light enough. Shep
herd,” continued he, “ with your good 
Miniſter’s leave, and kind aſſiſtance, I 
propoſe to ſet up in this pariſh a Sun
day School, and to make you the Maſ
te r .  I t  w i l l  n o t  a t  a l l  in te r fe re  w i th  
your weekly calling, and it is the only 
law ful w ay  in  w hich  yon  could  tu rn  
the  Sabbath into a day of ſome litt le  
profit  to  your family , by  doing, as  I  
hope, a great deal of good to the Souls 
of others. The reſt of the week you will 
work as uſual. The difference of rent 
between this houſe and the Clerk’s I  
ſhall  pay  m yſelf ,  for  to  put  you in to  
a  be t te r  hou ſe  a t  your  ow n  expence  
would be no great act of kindneſs.—As 
fo r  h o n e ſ t  M a ry ,  w h o  is  n o t  f i t  fo r  
hard labour, or any out of door work,
I  p r o p o ſe  to  e n d o w  a  ſm a l l  w e e k ly  
ſchool,  of  which  ſhe  ſhall  be  the  M iſ
treſs, and employ her notable turn to

good



(  3 2  ) g o o d  

acco u n t,  b y  te ach in g  ten  o r  a  d o zen  
g ir ls  to  k n i t ,  ſe w , ſp in ,  c a rd ,  o r  a n y  
o t h e r  u ſ e f u l  w a y  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e i r  
b r e a d :  f o r  a l l  th i s  I  ſh a l l  o n ly  p a y  
h e r   t h e  u ſ u a l  p r i c e ,  ſ o r  I  a m  n o t  
g o i n g  t o  m a k e  y o u  r i c h  b u t  

uſeful.” "  N o t  r ic h ,  S i r  ? "  c r ie d  
th e  S h e p  h e r d .  "  H o w  c a n  I  e v e r  
b e  t h a n k  f u l  e n o u g h  f o r  ſ u c h  

b l e ſ ſ i n g s  ?  A n d  w i l l  m y  
p o o r  M a r y  h a v e  a  d r y  t h a t c h  o v e r  
h e r  h e a d  ?  a n d  ſ h a l l  I  b e  a b l e  t o  
ſ e n d  fo r  th e  D o c to r  w h e n  I  a m  l ik e  
t o  lo ſe  h e r  ?  I n d e e d  m y  c u p  r u n s  
o v e r  w i t h  b l e ſ ſ i n g s ,  I  h o p e  G o d  
w i l l  g i v e  m e  h u m i l i t y . ”  H e r e  h e  
a n d  M a ry  lo o k e d  a t  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  
b u r ſ t  in to  te a rs .  T h e  G en tlem en  ſaw  
th e i r  d i ſ  t r e ſ s ,  a n d  k in d ly  w a lk e d  
o u t  u p o n  th e  l i t t le  g re e n  b e fo re  th e  
d o o r ,  th a t  th e ſe  h o n e ſt  p eo p le  m ig h t  
g iv e  v e n t  to  th e i r  f e e l in g s .  A s  ſo o n  
a s  th e y  w e r e  a lo n e  th e y  c r e p t  in to  
o n e  c o rn e r  o f  th e  ro o m , w h e re  th e y  
t h o u g h t  t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  ſ e e n ,  
a n d  f e l l  o n  th e i r  k n e e s ,  d e  v o u t ly  
b l e ſ ſ i n g  a n d  p r a i ſ i n g  G o d  f o r  h i s  
mercies. Never were heartier prayers



( 33 )prayers preſented, than this grateful couple offered up for their benefactors. The warmth of their gratitude could only be equalled by the earneſtneſs with which they be ſought the bleſs ing of GOD on the work in which they were going to engage.The two Gentlemen now left this happy family, and walked to the Parſonage, where the evening was ſpent  in a manner very edifying to Mr. Johnſon, who the next day took all proper meaſures for putting the Shepherd in immediate poſſeſſion of his now comfortable habitation. Mr. Jenkins’s father-in-law, the worthy Gentleman who gave the Shepherd’s Wife the blankets, in the firſt part of this hiſtory, arrived at the Parſonage before Mr.  Johnſon left it, and aſſiſted in fitting up the Clerk’s Cottage.Mr. Johnſon took his leave, promiſing to call on the worthy Miniſter  and his new Clerk once a year, in his Summers journey over the Plain, aslong



( 34 ) long as it ſhould pleaſe GOD to ſpare his life.— We hope he will never fail to give us an account of theſe viſits which we ſhall be glad to lay before our readers, if they ſhould contain inſtruction or amuſement.Z.FINIS.
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Soldiers  Pr ic e  1d . 1/2 each, or 6s. 9d . per 
100— 50 for 3s. 9d. 25 

for 2s. 6d. W atts ’s  H ym n s for C h ild ren , com p lete , 
with Prayers ☞ 

G reat a llow ance w ill be m ade to  Shopkeepers and 
Hawkers A  V a r ie ty  o f  e n te r ta in in g  H iſto r ie s  in  
P r o ſe  a n d  V e r ſe , w il l  c o n t in u e  to  b e  p u b li ſh e d  

M o n t h ly ,  a t  t h e   C H E A P  R E P O S I T O R Y —  
S o m e  g o o d  B o o k , f it  fo r  S u n d a y  R e a d in g , w ill  
b e  ſo ld  ev ery  M o n th . A s a ll  th e ſe  B o o k s w ill b e  
n e a t ly  p r i n t e d  i n  t h e  ſ a m e  S i z e ,  t h e y  w i l l ,  

i f  ſ t i t c h e d  t o g e t h e r ,  ſo o n  m a k e  a  v a lu a b le   
and cheap Volume.



B O n the 1 ſ t  o f June w as publiſhed, 

T h e  B e g g a r l y  B o y ,  a  P a r a b l e . —  

T h e  S h e p h e r d  o f  S a l i ſ b u r y  P l a i n .  P a r t  
I I . —  a n d  W i l d  R o b e r t ,  a  B a l l a d .

O n  th e  1 ſ t  o f J u ly ,  Th e  g o o d  

M o t h e r ’ s  L e g a c y . — D a n i e l  i n  t h e  
L i o n s '  D e n , — a n d  t h e  N e w c a ſ t l e  

C o l l i e r ,  a  B a l l a d . O n  t h e  1 ſ t  o f  A u g u ſ t ,  

H i n t s  o n  t h e  p r e ſ e n t  S c a r c i t y . —  
T h e  H a p p y  W a  t e r m a n . —  
T h e  R i o t ,  a  B a l l a d , —  a n d  t h e  

P l o w  B o y ’s  D r e a m ,  

a  B a l l a d . O n  t h e  1 ſ t  o f  S e p t e m b e r ,  
N o a h ' s  F l o o d .  — T h e  

W a y  t o  P l e n t y , —  a n d  D a m e  
A n d r e w s , —  a  B a l l a d . O n  t h e  1 ſ t  o f  
O c to b e r ,  T h e  T w o  F a r m e r s ,  P a r t  I . —  T h e  H a r v e ſ t  H o m e ,  — a n d  t h e  H o n e ſ t  M i l l e r ,  a  B a l l a d . O n  

t h e  1 ſ t  o f  N o v e m b e r ,   T h e  P a r a b l e  

o f  t h e  V i n e y a r d . —  T h e  T w o  
F a r m e r s ,  P a r t  I I . —  a n d  t h e  A f r i c a n  
W o m a n ’ s  L a m e n t a  t i o n ,  a  B a l l a d .

A n d  o t h e r  P i e c e s  o n  a  ſ i m i l a r  P la n ,  o n  th e  1 ſ t  o f  ev e r y  M o n th .  


