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t h e

HAR V E S T H O M E .

HO W  quickly  does j o y  often ſucceed 
to ſo rro w ; the day o f  cheerful hope 

to that o f  gloom y fear, and the ſeaſon 
o f  plenty and abundance to that o f  want 
and ſcarcity ! Not long ſince the dearth 
o f  bread in this land was ſuch, that 
every  countenance ſeemed to gather 
blackneſs: the very  heavens alſo appear
ed to frown u pon u s ; for the weather 
during a long time was ſo diſmal, that

it
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it threatened to blaſt the approaching 
H a r v e ſ t  : we were made to feel that we 
were in the hands o f  G od , and totally 
dependant on his m ercy : having e n jo y 
ed many years o f  plenty without inter
ruption, we had learnt to count upon the 
continuance o f  the ſame b le ſ ſ in g  ; and 
becauſe G OD’s goodneſs had been ſo com 
 m on, we were ſo much the leſs thankful 
for it. How calamitous would a general 
blight upon our Corn have proved at this 
ſe a ſo n  ! every  mind muſt ſhudder at ſuch 
a th o u g h t : ſuch a b light was threatened 
indeed, but ſuddenly, and at the very   
point o f  time when it was moſt needed, 
the weather changed, and a ſeaſon unuſu
ally favourable for getting in the fruits 
o f  the earth has ſucceeded.

Man, it may be remarked, is more 
ready to pray to G OD to help him out o f  
his diſtreſſes, than to thank him when he 
has been delivered : for w e are often m ere
ly  ſelfiſh in ſuch prayers; we feel a preſ
ſi n g  want o f  the bleſſing, and we there
fore cry to G OD for i t ;  but when it is 
obtained our whole end is anſwered, we 
now are ſatisfied; we grow careleſs about

the



the matter, and forget to think o f  our 
Benefactor.

But let us here endeavour to prevent 
this forgetſulneſs o f  our preſent mercies 
from taking place in the minds o f  our 
readers, and let us invite them to come 
and contemplate with us that Greatneſs 
and Goodneſs o f  our Creator which are 
ſo obſervable at the time o f  Harveſt.

There is indeed no part o f  the c rea
tion to which we can turn our eyes with
out meeting with ſome proofs o f  the D i
vine Power and M ercy. Shall we lift 
up our eyes to the Heavens ? There ſhines 
the brightneſs o f  the ſun, which G OD has 
placed in the firmament to give light 
and heat to the world. Shall we wait till 
the, ſun is ſet?  then the moon and the 
ſta r s  take up the ſame language o f  praiſe, 
and tell o f  their M aker’s Power and 
Goodneſs.

Shall we turn our eyes to the earth? 
See how the ſurface o f  it is ſpread forth 
like a carpet, decked with every thing 
to charm the eye, to delight the ſenſe,

and
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a nd to ſupply the wants o f  man. Shall 
we look  upon the great and wide Ocean ? 
There go the ſhips; and behold even the 
ſea is filled with food for the uſe o f  man. 
"  H o w  manifold are thy works, O  Lord 
"  in wiſdom haſt  thou made them a l l  !”

T he fight o f  theſe common o b je ct s  o f  
Nature, uſed often to carry out the holy 
men o f  old in praiſe and adoration to 
G OD, o f  which we will mention an in
stance in the 65th pſalm, becauſe it is 
applicable to the preſent t im e ; a pſalm 
penned after a long drought, to which 
had ſucceeded ſome very plentiful and 
refreſhing rains. The pſalmiſt ,  while he 
walks abroad, and delights himſelf with 
the beautiful appearance o f  the harveſt ,  
and with the proſpect  o f  Plenty which 
is on every ſi d e ,  breaks out in the fo l
lowing thankſgiving to the bountiful 
G iv er  o f  all things. " Praiſe waiteth 
"  for thee, O  G o d !  in Sion, and unto " 

thee ſhall the vow  be performed. O  
"  thou that didſt hear our prayer, unto 
"  thee ſhall all fleſh come. —  T h o u   
“  makeſt  the out-goings o f  the morning

"  and



and evening to rejo ice . T h o u  viſiteſt 
"  the earth and watereſt it. T hou  great- 
"  ly enricheſt it with the river o f  G o d ,” 
(for the clo u d s  are c ompared to a river 
in the air, ſuſtained by the hand o f  the 
Alm ighty.) “  T h o u  prepareſt corn when 
"  thou haſt ſo provided for i t ; T hou  w a- 
"  tereſt the ridges thereof abundantly, 
"  thou ſettleſt the furrows thereof, thou 
"  makeſt it ſoft with ſ h o w e r s  :"  T h o u  
"  bleſſeſt the ſpringing thereof. T h o u  
"  crowneſt the year with thy goodneſs, 
"  and thy paths drop fatneſs, the little 
“  hills rejoice on every ſide. T h e  paſ- 
"  tures are clothed with flocks, the vallies 
"  alſo are covered over with corn: they 
"  ſhout for j o y  they alſo ſing.”

T o  every one who is o f  the ſame mind 
with the pſalmiſt the ſame kind o f  m ed i
tations will be very apt to occur. Let 
us, however, here aſſiſt the reader, by 
naming a few ſubjects which he will do 
well to reflect: upon while he takes his 
walk amidſt the reapers, and admires the 
plenty that is in the fields.

Firſt then, how naturally ought the ſea
ſon o f  harveſt to ſend our thoughts to

the
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the great author o f  it! How clearly is His 
hand at this time ſeen! All  the power 
and ingenuity o f  the whole world cannot  
frame ſo much as a ſingle ear o f  c o rn. 
T he  part which man has i n procuring the 
corn is very  ſmall indeed. He in fact 
does nothing himſelf  towards its growth; 
he only places the ſeed in a ſituation which 
from experience he has found to be fa
vourable to it, and then “  He goeth away 
"  and it ſpringeth up he knoweth not how.” 
T h e  ſeed which he plants was in the fi r ſ t  
place given by G OD ; when the ſow e r  has 
put it into the ground, there is then a 
work, or operation, carried on, in which 
man is not only unconcerned, but he does 
not even know how it is accompliſhed.—  
The grain dies, and from that death a re
ſurrection takes place, afreſh plant ariſes 
out o f  the ground, and this plant is nou
riſhed b y means o f  roots hidden within 
the earth, which then ſhoot forth without 
the aid o f  man: in this ſecret manner are 
the different juices collected and ſent 
through the p la n t  : by-and-b y the flower 
bloom s; the ear forms itſelf;  and the corn 
takes the proper ſhape and ſubſtance : the  
rain in the mean time waters it, the dews

deſcend
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deſcend, and the ſun ſhines upon i t  ; till 
at length it is fit for the uſe o f  man. In all 
this man can do nothing. It is during his  
abſence even that this work is going on. 
I f  the grain is blighted, man cannot help 
it ;  i f  it grows too ſl owl y he is not able to 
quicken it; he can only look on with hope 
and fear, and watch it in its different 
ſtages : he muſt aſcribe all its growth to 
the unaſſi ſ t ed power o f  the great Creator 
o f  all things.

Plain as the hand o f  the Creator is in the 
production o f  the corn, yet ſuch is our na
tural ſtupidity, that while we gather the corn 
we often think no more o f  G OD in it, than 
the very  cattle which draw it home. The 
farmer ſpeaks o f  his own ſkill, and labour, 
and pains. And wh e n the grain is ripe, 
he lays it up in his b a r n ,  with much ſelf  
applauſe, and begins to count his gains, 
not conſidering that all the praiſe in fact 
is due to G OD, and that every ear which 
is laid up is a  p r o o f  o f  man’s obligation to 
his Maker.

But let us here notice alſo the largeneſs
o f



o f  the D ivine bounty. T he works o f   
G OD are u p o n  a  large ſcale; they are like 
him ſelf infinite. T h e  works o f  man are 
little and inſig n if ic a n t ; it is but a ſmall 
ſpot which his ſtrength can water, but the 
ſhowers o f  Heaven water a whole terri
tory at once. It is but a few acres which 
the diligent labours o f  man can make pro
d u ctive; but G OD cauſes his ſun to ſhine, 
and his dew to deſcend, and  the whole 
earth is rendered fruitful. L o o k  o ver  
that beautiful and extenſive proſpect:  See 
as far as the eye can reach how the fields 
are crowned with p len ty; extend the ſcene 
in your imagination, ſtill the ſame rich 
view  o f  the Divine bounty preſents itſelf. 
Croſs the wide ocean, and ſurvey the dif
ferent countries o f  which the earth con 
ſiſts. In a i r  the varied productions o f  
theſe different climates, we only meet 
with more and more ſig n s  o f  the Divine 
goodneſs. H o w  are we then called upon 
to admire and adore that glorious Being 
who ſuffers no part o f  the earth to eſcape 
his kind and benignant notice.

W ith  the extenſiv e n e ſs  o f  this bounty  
let the continuance o f  it be conſidered.

N o
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No ſooner is the harveſt got in, than again 
the ſeed is committed to the ground, and 
again the ſame ſcene returns upon us. 
Let us carry back our thoughts to the 
years that have been o f  old. H ow  un
wearied has been our Great Benefactor ! 
How unceaſing the exertions o f  his good 
neſs! How many generations have been 
fed and ſupported by i t ! Seaſo n s  have 
changed, but they have only preſented  
different views o f  the L ord ’s m e r c y ; and 
the cold o f  winter, the bloom o f  ſpring, 
the heat o f  ſummer, and the fruits o f  au
tumn, have each in their ſeaſons mani
feſted the ſame bounty and care o f  our 
Creator.

H av in g  indulged in theſe pleaſing re
flections upon the Divine bounty, it ſeems 
proper in the next place to turn our atten
tion to a more melancholy ſub ject, I mean 
our unworthineſs of it . For whom does the 
Lord open his ſtores, and provide with ſo 
liberal a hand ? For a race o f  creatures 
who are touched with the moſt lively  
ſenſe o f  h is goodneſs, and love  and ho
nour him in proportion to theſe great 
obligations ?

Do



D o we then hear the reapers, while they 
cut down the corn, ſpeaking good o f  the 
name o f  the Lord, and b le ſſi n g  him for 
his kindneſs to the children o f  men? 
H ark !  is it the hymns o f  praiſe, which 
they are chanting in yonder field ? Is the 
ſong they ſing that ſong o f  the pſalmiſt 
which has ju ſt  been ſpoken of? Methinks 
inſtead o f  it ſome ſong, full o f  profane
neſs and obſcenity, is ſung aloud. T he 
name o f  G od  indeed is on many lips, but 
it is only that it may be trifled with or b la ſ
phemed. W h at then, are theſe men g a
thering G OD’s bounty, and in the ſame 
moment profaning his name? But follow 
them to the harveſt h o m e  : Surely now at 
leaſt they meet and offer up their prayer 
and thankſgiving, and while G od  is in the 
a ct o f  crowning the year with his bounty, 
each tongue is loud in talking o f  his mer
c y ,  and each grateful heart is ſwelling with 
his praiſe. It is commonly reported, that 
there is no ſeaſon o f  the year in which ſo 
much wickedneſs and drunkenneſs prevail 
among the farmers, as in that o f  bringing 
the harveſt home. Are theſe then the re
turns which in this year alſo we are m ak
ing to the D ivine goodneſs ? Is all our

complaining

( 12 )



( 1 3  )
c o m p la in in g  o f  want,  and o u r  p ra y e r  to 
G od  for  d e l i v e r a n c e ,  to end in a d r u n k e n  
a b u ſe  o f  the m ercies  he ſ o  w o n d e r f u l ly  
b e ſ to w s  ?

But not to dwell on vices which are ſo 
great, that we would willingly hope they 
muſt only be the vices o f  a few, let us a 
little conſider alſo the general unworthi
neſs o f  mankind. W ho are they that 
will be fed by this abundant harveſt ? 
W i l l  no idle perſons be maintained by it? 
W il l  no ſinners have their ſtrength ſu ſ
tained, ſo as to continue their life o f  ſin? 
W il l  there be none who will eat it with un
thankfulneſs ? N one who, as the reapers 
have reaped it without thinking o f  the 
Author o f  the harveſt, will in like  manner 
feed upon it without thinking o f  the A u 
thor o f  their food ? Again, will no d i ſ 
contented, murmuring, repining people 
be fed by this goodneſs o f  the Lord ? W il l  
all thoſe, in ſhort, whoſe life is prolonged 
by the bread now ſent them, devote that 
life to the ſervice o f  him who prolonged 
it ? Surely i f  we could rem ove ourſelves 
to a diſtance from the earth, and become 
by any means impartial judges between 
G OD a n d  man, w e ſhould ſtand aſtoniſhed

at
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at the preſent rebellion o f  the creature. 
H e who made man, He who ſupports him, 
ſ ending him the very  bread which he eats, 
has a right to his ſervices: and hath made 
him no doubt for his own glory. M e
thinks i f  any o f  us were endowed with 
power to create ſome little rational ani
mal, inferior to ourſelves, and if, after 
having breathed into him the breath o f  
life, we alſo daily clothed and nouriſhed 
him, we ſhould exp ect  his obedience and 
conſtant ſervice in re tu rn : and if, after 
all, ſuch a being ſhould preſume to ſet up 
for himſelf, and pretend to have a will o f  
his own, and break all the laws we had 
given him, we ſhould be ready methinks 
to ſta m p  our foot upon him, and to cruſh 
him to death at once, for not fulfilling the 
ends o f  his creation. W e  ſhould have no 
patience with ſuch a little inſolent and re
bellious animal. And yet G OD has pati
ence with us, notwithſtanding all our for
getfulneſs o f  the ends for which we were 
born, and our unthankfulneſs for the daily 
returns o f  his bounty. N ay, though we  
go on abuſing his mercies, he goes on 
cloathing the paſtures with his flocks.  
T h e  va llies alſo are again covered over

with
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with corn ; again they ſhout, for j o y  they 
alſo ſing. O  let us be aſhamed o f  the 
baſeneſs o f  our ingratitude, and repent in 
the name o f  Chriſt, before the day o f  his 
vengeance is come upon us.

The ſeaſon o f  harveſt is alſo one which 
ſhould lead us particularly to reflect on 
our dependence upon God. G OD gave us 
life at firſt.  He  cauſes our blood to flow, 
our heart to beat, and our ſtomach to d i ſ
tribute the nouriſhment. He too ſupplies 
the food we eat, o f  whatever kind it be. 
W e may combine together different meats; 
we may dreſs them in a variety o f  ways, 
but we can create nothing  : G OD is the 
only giver o f  life and food, and all things: 
And happy is that man who lives in the 
lively remembrance o f  this, who accepts 
all his comforts as from the hand o f  the 
great G o d , habitually feeling that he has 
not o f  himſelf power to ſubſiſt for a ſingle 
moment, or to procure, independent o f  
G o d , one ſingle drop o f  water, or grain 
o f  bread. And this ſenſe o f  our depend
ence is not a duty only, it is a great com 
fort alſo: for how does it tend to relieve 
all that anxiety, which is ſo natural to us,

about
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about our ſubſiſtence in the time to come. 
T he more we remember that we are, the 
creatures o f  G OD, ſo much the more ſhall 
we truſt to him to provide for his large 
family, even as a child truſts to the care 
and prudence o f  his parent. "  Behold 
"  the fowls o f  the air, they ſow not, nei- 
“  ther do they reap, nor gather into 
"  barns, yet y o u r  heavenly Father feed- 
"  eth them.”

N ext to this ſenſe o f  our dependence, 
gratitude to G OD may be mentioned as 
peculiarly  becoming. M ethinks at this 
time not o nly the heavens above, but the 
earth beneath, calls aloud upon us to be. 
thankful.—  E very  field, every  ear o f  corn, 
ſeems to bid us ſpeak the praiſes o f  G o d . 
— How do theſe g lorify  him, as it were, 
b y  an expreſſi v e  though dumb offering 
o f  praiſe !—  But Man has a tongue with 
which he can ſpeak forth the praiſes o f  
his M aker. It is for the ſake o f  Man 
alſo that the ſtore houſe o f  Divine boun
ty is opened; it is for Man that the 
paſtures are clothed with flocks, and the 
vallies covered  with c o r n ; it is for Man 
that the ſun ſhines, and the ſhowers de

ſcend.
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ſcend. F rom him then ſhould the offer
ing o f  praiſe continually riſe up .

“  But why will you ſuppoſe mankind 
“  to be ſo unthankful ?” Methinks I hear 
ſome one reply, “  Do you think we 
"  do not know as well as you that we 
"  ought to praiſe G o d  for a good harveſt ? 
"  There will always indeed be a few 
“  wicked people in the land, but in ge- 
“  neral we underſtand well enough that 
"  it is G OD who ſends us bread, and all 
"  our m ercies: nay, when any o f  us ſpeak 
"  o f  having got a good crop, ' T hank 
" God ’ is the very  phraſe that is quite 
"  common in our lips.”—  I admit it is ſo, 
and I hope indeed that many thouſand 
hearts have already offered up the ſincere 
tribute o f  thankſgiving for the preſent 
plentiful ſeaſon. But we cannot help 
adding here, that there is a way far be
yond that o f  ſimple praiſe, by w hich true 
gratitude will manifeſt itſelf. It will 
break out not in words only but in deeds, 
in deeds I mean o f  obedience to him to
wards whom the gratitude is felt. W h at  
would any father think o f  the gratitude 
o f  a child, or any huſband o f  the grati

tude
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tude o f  a wife, which never ſhewed it
ſe lf  in any thing elſe but a few warm 
expreſſi o n s  o f  obligation. N o ,  it is by 
the readineſs and act iv ity in ſerving the 
perſon praiſed, and by the deſire in all 
reſpects to pleaſe him, that the diſpoſition 
to gratitude muſt  be ju d ged  of. A  man 
may ſay " T h ank God” twenty times a 
day, and yet never truly thank him in 
his heart. W ords are cheap. Many men 
think to pay G OD off, as it were, by this 
ſort o f  coin. Let it be remarked alſo, 
that there is a ſatisfaction and ſelf-com
placency which are naturally felt on re
ceiving abundance o f  wealth into our 
l a p  : w e  are put into good-humour by 
it, and when we are reminded that G OD 
is the author o f  our proſperity, the truth 
o f  this is ſo plain that we cannot deny 
it, and ſince our underſtandings agree 
to the obſervation we fancy that our 
hearts agree alſo; whereas, in fact, we 
only judge that G od  ought to be thanked, 
but we do not thank him, and as to the 
good-humour we are in, it ariſes m erely 
from our being well pleaſed with o u r
ſelves, or with the enjoyments which 
G od  has given us, and not from our

being



being well pleaſed with G OD. That we 
practiſe ſome ſuch frauds as theſe on 
ourſelves is but too plain; for mark 
now what follows. W hen the ſame per
ſon who has been thanking G OD ſo often 
for his mercies, is by-and-by called to 
do ſomething, to ſuffer ſomething, or 
to give up ſomething for the ſake o f  
ſerving this gracious Being to whom he 
profeſſed ſuch prodigious gratitude, he 
is then either too idle, or too ſelfiſh, or 
too much g o v e rned b y  the opinion o f  
his fellow creatures, or ſome way or 
other too full o f  excuſes to do what is 
wanted o f  him; on the other hand, when 
ſome temptation comes in his way he 
yields to it, and ſins againſt the ſame 
G OD as freely as i f  he were under no 
obligation to him. Let us then beware 
o f  this hypocritical ſort o f  gratitude, 
by which we cannot deceive G OD, though 
we often delude ourſelves by it. Let us 
ſhew forth his praiſe not only with our 
lips but with our lives. Let us ſhew 
our ſenſe o f  his goodneſs by doing his will, 
by reading his word, by attending his 
worſhip, by readily denying ourſelves 
for his ſake, and in ſhort by laying out

our
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o u r  l ives  in his ſ e r v i c e ,  and b y  ſ tan din g  
forth to p ro m o te  his c a u ſe  in a d i ſ o b e 
d ient and u n th an kfu l  w o r ld .

H ere let it be hinted alſo, that this may 
be a good time for laying down our plans 
for uſing the plenty which is flo wing in 
to us. G OD has now given us proviſion 
for another year, but ſor what purpoſe 
has he given it ? In order that we may 
eat and drink, and be merry? W hat then 
have we not immortal ſouls? The great 
end o f  our Creator is, that w e may ſerve  
him in this world, and may be prepared 
to dwell with him for ever in heaven. 
His direct i o n is, that we ſhould employ 
o u r  health and ſtrength, and all our v igour 
o f  body and mind, in fulfilling his w i l l  ; 
that we ſhould ſeek in the firſt place to 
k n o w  G OD, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
has ſent into the world, and having learnt 
to know him, that we ſhould then act in 
our ſeveral ſtations from the motive o f  
love  to his name, imitating alſo his bounty, 
by  miniſtering to the neceſſities o f  our 
fellow  creatures. Are theſe then our ends 
o f  l iving? Is this what we propoſe to ou r
ſelves ? A re  theſe the views with which

w e



we reap the harveſt ? Are we determined 
that none o f  it, as far as in us lies, ſhall 
be waſt e d  in riot or in luxu ry, or in im
provident conſumpt io n ? Do we look  for
ward to it as to a  treaſure, with which the 
hungry ſhall be fed, and the poor be ſa
tisfied? Then indeed we may rejoice in 
the bounty o f  Heaven, and we may rea
ſ onably truſt  that all the expreſſi o n s  o f  
gratitude in o ur lips are ſincere.

Again, let the conſideration o f  the 
goodneſs o f  G OD, diſplayed in the fruits 
o f  the earth, raiſe our minds to the con
templation o f  thoſe ſtill great er mercies 
which he is able and willing to give us.  
It is with him a ſmall matter to provide 
the earth with food, or to take care o f the 
body. See what a rich proviſion  he has 
made for our ſouls—  for them he has not 
ſpared his only begotten Son, but given 
him up to be the propitiation for our ſin s  ! 
For the ſake o f  the ſoul he has ſent his 
holy ſpirit into the world, to g u id e  men 
into the knowledge o f  truth. For the ſoul 
he has prepared van eternal harveſt o f  
b le ſſi n g s ,  an inheritance which is in
"  corruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth

not
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( 2 2  )
"  not away, reſerved in heaven for us." 
W e  may learn to value ſpiritual mercies 
from what we ſee o f  temporal ones. T e m 
poral ones ſt r ik e  t h e  ſenſes, and being 
ſuited to our preſent fallen nature, are 
more apt to fill our hearts with j o y  and 
gratitude. But we may reſt  aſſured that 
the bleſſings, which G OD has provided for 
the ſoul, are much ſuperior to thoſe 
provided for the body, as the ſoul is to 
the body, and as eternity is to time. Let 
us then turn from this earthly ſcene o f  
abundance to ſtill nobler and larger bleſs
ings. Let the fields not only preach to us 
the immenſe goodneſs o f  our Creator, but 
let them ſend our thoughts alſo to the 
“  unſearchable riches that are in Chriſt.” 
Let the harveſt ſerve to impreſs a thought
leſs world with wonder, gratitude, re
verence, and love  to H im  who is the au
thor, not o f  all our earthly treaſures only, 
but o f  all the bleſſings o f  eternity! In 
ſhort, let the goodneſs o f  G OD lead us all 
to repentance, and let each o f  us take care  
that the mercies o f  his Maker be not turn
ed into a curſe, by rendering our hearts 
only  ſo much the more full o f  this world, 
and more indifferent to the b leſſi n g s  o f  
the Goſpel.
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