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Two Wealthy Farmers, &c.

f T was mentioned in the laft part »f this Hiftory,
A& that the chief reafon which had drawn Mr. Wor-
thy to vifit his friend juft at the prefent time, was,
that Mr. Bragwell had a fmal Eftate to fell by
auétion. Mr. Worthy, though he did not think he
fhould be a bidder, withed to be prefent, as he had
bufinefs to fettle with one or two perfons who were
expeéted at the Golden Lion on that day, and he
had put off his vifit till he had feen ths fale ad.
vertiled in the County Paper,

Mr. Bragwell and Mr, Worthy fet out early on
the Monday morning on their way to. the Golden
Lion, a fmall Inn in a neighbouring market town,
As they had time before them, they had agreed to ride .
flowly, thar they might ¢omverfc on fome ufeful
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fubjet; but here, as ufual, they had two opintons
about the fame thing. Mr. Bragwell’s notion of an
ufeful fubjett was, fomething by which money was
to be got, and a good bargain ftruck. . Mr. Wor-
thy was no lefs a man of bufinefs than his friend.
His {chemes were wife, and his calculations juft;
his reputation for integrity and good fenfe made
him the common judgeand umpire in his neighbours’
affairs, while no one paid a more exa& attention
to every tranfaftion of his own. But the bufinefs
of getting money was not with himthé firft, much

Yefs was it'the whole concern of the day. : E'\;ery

morning when he rofe, he remember 4 that he had
a Maker to worlhip as well as a family to maintain.
Religion, however, never made him negleét bufi-
nefs, though it fometimes led him to poftpone it.
He ufed to fay, no man had any reafon to expeét
God’s blefling through the day who did not afk it
in the morning, But he had not the lefs fenfe, {pi-
vit and attivity when he was among men abroad,

becaufe he had firft ferved G_bd; at home, .

As thefe two Farmers rode along, Mr.'-Wo.il'thy
took occafion, from the finenefs of the day, and
the beauty of the country through which they, pafled,

1o turn the difcourfe to. the goodnefs of God and

our infinite obligations to bim,  He knew that the
tranfition from’ thank{giving to prayer would, he
natural and eafy, and he'therefore {lid, by degrées,
into that important {ubjett: and.he obferved that
fecret prayer was a duty of univerfal obligation,
which every man had it in his' power to fulfil, and

which he ferionfly believed was the ground-work

of all religious praclice, and of all deyout affe€ions,
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Mr Bragwc 1 felt confcious that He was very neg-
hgent and irregular in the performance of this
duty, he confidered it as a meére ceremony, or at

teaft as a duty which might give way to the ﬂlghteﬁ'

lemptatlon of dmwﬁnefs at night, or of bufinefs

m the moran‘ As he knew he did not live in the

confcientious performance of- this prattice, he tried
to ward off the fubje&t, knowing what a home wa

“his friend had of putting thmcs At laft he faid,

he certainly thought private prayer a-good cu{‘mm
_efpecially for people who have time, and that thoie
who were fick, or old, or out of bufinels; could
not do better, but. that, for his part, he believed
much of thefe fort of thlnffs was not expetted from
men in altive life.

My, VVoMﬁ I fhould think, ‘Mr. BraGWell that

thofe who' are moft expofed to temptation ftand

moft in need of prdyer; now there are few methinks -

who are more expofed to temptation than men in
bufinefs, for thofe muft be in moft danger, at leaft
from the world, who have moft to do with it. And
if this be true, ought we mot to prepare ourfelves
“in ‘the clofet for the trials of the market, thf: field,

and the {hop?’

Bmgwell For my part, 1 think example i the
'whoic of Religion, and if the mafter of a family
is orderly, and regular, and goes to church, he does
every thing which can be required of him, and no
one has a right to call him.to. account for any
thmg more.; N g

Wortky. Give me leave 10 fay, Mr. Bragwell,
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that highly as I rate a good example, ftill I muft
fet a good principle above it. I muft keep good
‘order indeed, for the fake of others; but I muft
keep a good confcience for my own fake. To God
I owe fecret piety, I muft therefore pray to him
in-private~ To my family I owe a Chriftian ex.
ample; and for that, among ether reafons, I mufk
not fail to go to Church. - |

Bragwell. You are talking, Mr. Worthy, as if 1
were an enemy to Chriftianity. Sir, I am no Hea-
then, Sir, Ibelong to the Church. I always drink
profperity to the Church. You yourfelf, as ftriét
as you arey, in never miffing it twice a day, are
not a warmer friend to the Church than I am,

- Worthy. Thatis to fay, you know its value asanin-
ftitution, but youdo not feem to know that amanmay
be very irreligious under the beft religious infti-
tutions; and that even the moft excellent of them
are but means of being religious, and are no more
xeligion itfelf than brick and mortar are prayers
and thankfgivings. I fhall never think, however
high thejr profeffion, and even however regular
their attendance, that thofe men truly refpet the
Church, who bring home little of that religion
which is taught in it into their own families, or their
own hearts. Excufe me, Mr. Bragwell.

Bragwell. Mr. Worthy, I am perfuaded that re-
ligion 1s quite a proper thing for the poor; and %
don't think tkat the multitude can ever be kept in .-
l(.:.lrder without ity and I am a bit of a politician you

NOW, |
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i erthy.. Your opinion is very juft, ds far as it
goes, but it does not go far enough, fince it does not
go to the root of the evil, for while you valué
yourfelf on, the foundnefs of this principle as a
politician, I wifh you to fee the reafon of it as
a Chriftian; depend upon it, if Religion be good
for the community at large, it is equally good for
every family; and what is right for a family ie
equally right for each individual in it. You have
therefore yourfelf brought the moft unanf{werable
argumen: why you ought to be religious, by afking
how we fhall keep others in order without Religion.
For, believe me, Mr. Bragwell, there is no parti«
cular claufe to except you in the Gofpgl. No exa
ceptions in favor of any one clafs of men. The
fame reftraints which are neceflary for the people at
large are equally neceflary for men of every order,
high and low, rich and -poor, bond and free,
learned and ignorant. May I afk you, Mr. Brag-
well, what is yeur reafon for going to Church?

Bragwell. Sir, I am fhocked at your queftion,
How can I avoid doing a thing fo cugomary and fo
creditable? Not go to Church, indeed! What do
you take me for, Mr. Worthy? I am afraid you
fufpeft me to be a Papift, or a Heathen, or of

fome religion or other that is not what it {hould be.

Worthy. If a foreigner were to hear how vio-
fently one fet of Chriftians in this country often
{peak againft another, how earneft would he fuppofe
‘us all to be in religious matters: and how aftonithed
to difcover that many a man has perhaps little other
proof to giverof the fincerity o'f? his own religion,
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except the violence with which he hates the redigion
of another party. It .is not srreligion which fuch
men hate, but the religion of the man, or the party,
whom they are fet againft. Well, you have told
me why you go to Church; now pray tell me, why
do you confefs there on your bended. kneces every
Sunday, that ¢ you have erred and ftrayed from
God’s ways ?” ¢¢ that there is no health in you?”

¢ that you have done what you ought not to do ?”

$ and that you arc a miferable finner ?”

: Brigiwell. Becaufe it is in the Common Prayer
Book, to be {ure, a book which I have heard you.
yourlelf fay was written by wife and good men.,

 Worthy. But have you no other reafon?
Bmgzba’l.- No, I can’t fay I have.

Worthy. When you repeat that excellent form of

confeflion, do you really feel that you are a mi-
_ferable finner ? ;

Brggwell. No, I can’t fay I do. But that is no
objettion to my repeating it, becaule it may fuit
the cafe of many who are fo. I fuppofe the good
Dottors who drew itup intended that part for wicked
people only, fuch as drunkards, and thieves, and

murderers; for I imagine they could not well con-

trive to make the fame prayer quite fuitan honeft
man and a rogue; and fo I fuppofe they thought it

{afer to make a good man repeat a prayer which
fuited a rogue, than to make a™s .Jue repeat a
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prayer-which fuited a good man: dndyou kiow it
is {o cuftomary for every: body to repeat the ge-
neral confeflion, that it can’t hurt the eredit of the
moft refpe&able perfons, though every one muft
know they have no partlcular ‘concern in it

Wortby Depend upon it, Mr. Bragwell, thofe
good Dottors you fpeak of,’ were not quite of your
opinion; they really thought that what you call
honeft men were grievous linners in a certain fenfe,
and ftood in need of making that humble confef-
fion. Mr, Bragwell, do you believe in the fall of
Adam? - - v : i ~

Bragwell, To be {ure I do, and a fad thing for
Adam it was; why, it 1s in the Bible, is it not? It
is one of the prettieft chapters in Genefis.” Don’t
you b.eliev'e its, Mr.‘Worthy?

Worthy. Yes, trul I éio But I don’t believe it
merely becaufe 1 read it in Genefis, I know, in--
deed that I am bound to believe every part of the
word of God.  But I have {till an additional reafen
for believing in the fall of the firft man.

Bmgwéll Havc you, indeed?. ;\ow, I can 't
guefs what that can be.

Wortby W h), my own obfervatlon of what is
within myfelf teaches me'to believe it. It is not
only ‘the third chapter of Genefis which convinces
‘me of the truth of the fall, but alfo the finfal in-
clinations which I find in my own heagt. This is
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ene of thofe leading truths of Chriftiafity of whict
1 can never doubt a moment, firfty becaufé it is
abundantly exprefled ot implied in Scripture; and
next, becaule the confcioufnéls of the evil natare ,
I carry about with me confirms the doétrine beyond
all doubt. Befides, is it not faid in Scripture that
bv one man fin enteréd into the world, and that
¢ all we, like fheep, have gone aftray; that by
ene man’s difobedience many were made finners,”

.and fo again in twenty more-places that 1 could

tell you of.,

Braguwell. Well, I never thought of this. Bu¢
is not this a very melancholy fort of doérine, Mr.

Worthy ?

Worthy. 1t is melancholy, indeed, if we ftop
here. But while we are deploring this fad truth,
let us take comfort from another, that ¢ As i
Adam all die, fo #n Chrift fhall all be made

alive.”
#

Brégwell. Yes, I remember I thought thofe very
fine words, when I heard them faid over my pocr
father’s grave. But as it was in. the Burial of the
dead, I did not think of taking it to- myfelf; for I
was then young and hearty, and in little danger of
dying, and I have been {o bufy ever fince, that I
kave hardly bad time to think of it.

Werthy. And yet the fervice pronounced at the
burial of all who die, is a folemn admonition to
all who live. Tt is there faid, as indeed the Scrip-
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tare fays alfo, © 1 am the refurrefion and the life;
whofoever believeth tn me thall never die, bu‘ti
will raife Him up at the laft day.” Now do you
think you belieue in Chrift, Mr. Bragwell ¢

| | Bragwell. To be ﬁxré I do; why, you are always
fancying me an Atheift, S

 Worthy. In order to believe in Chrift, we muft
believe firft in our own guilt and our own unwor-
thinefs, and when we do this we fhall fee the ufe
of a Savior, | ‘

Bragwell. Why, all this is a new way of talk-
ing. 1 can’t fay, I ever meddled with fuch fub-
jetts before in my life. (But nows; what do you
~dvile 2 man to do upon your plan of Religion?

Worthy. Why, all this leads me back to the
ground from which we fet out, I mean the duty of
prayer ; for if we believe that we have an evil na-
ture within us, and that we ftand in need of God’s

race to help us, and a Savior to redeem us, we
Thall be fed of courfe to:pray for what we fo much
need.

_ Bragwell. Well, but don't you think, Mr. Wer- .
thy, that you good folks who make fo much of
rayer, have lower notions than we of the wifdona
of the Almighty ? you think he wants to'be In-
formed of the things you tell him; whereas, ¥k
take for granted that he knows them already, and
that, being fo good as he isy he will give me every
thing he fees fit to give me without my alking it,




, erby Gody mdeed who knows all thingss
knows what we want b\,fore we afk him, but fill

tion we muft make known our requefts unto him,”
Prayer is the way in which God hath {zid that his
fawour muft be fonght. It is the channel through
which he hath declared it is his {overcign will and,
pleafure that his bleflings fhould be conveyed to
us. What afcends up in prayer defcends again to.us
in bleffings. It is dike the rain whlchJuﬁ now fell,
and which had been drawn up from the grotind in
vapours to the clouds before it defcended froth them
to the ecarth in that refrefthing fhower. Beﬁdes,
i prayer has a good effeét on.our own, mmds it tends
|_  to excite a rlght dlfpoﬁtlon towards God in us. But
above all, it is the way to get the gaod thmgs we

| Wwant. ‘¢ Aﬂ{ ® fays the Scripture, ¢ and ye fhall |

ICCCIVC

Braoweil At very thmg Wh1ch

I was going to deny. For the truth is, men don’t

- always get what they afk ; I believe if I could get
a good crop. for, a{kmg 1t I fhould pray oftener
shan I do. | | -

Worthy. Sometimes Mr. Worthy, men “rga;fk:'

i and receive not, becaufe they afk amifs.”  They afk

worldly bleflings perhaps when they fhould afk
{piritual ones. “Now the latter, which are the good:
thmgs I {poke of, are always granted to thofe who

pray to God for them, though the formep are not.
1 have cbflerved in the cale of fome worldly things

I have foughtfor, that the grant of my prayt.r wouldr :

have caufed the mifery of my lifg,

has he not faid, that & with prayer and fuppl1ca~”
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Br'agwéll ~And et YOu_'cdntir_lue to pray,oﬁ.,
~I fuppofe e B e ’

Worthy Certam}y, but tLenI try to mend as

to the objeét of my prayers. I pray for'God’s blef-
fing and favor, which is better than riches, Vi

Braguwell. You feem very earneft en thig
fubjetts - ’ e

Wmt/) To cut the matter thort, I afk then
whether prayer is not pofitively commanded in the
Gofpel “When this 1s the cafe, we can never dils
pute about the nece{ﬁty or the duty of-a thing, as
we may when there is no fuch command. Here
however lét me juft add alfo, that a man’s prayers
may be turned to no {mall ufe in the way of, dil-

covermg to him whatevel is amifs in his life,
87 agwell "How fo, Mr, WorthyP

| Wortby Why fuppofe now, you were to try
yourfeH by turning into the fhape of a prayer every
prattice in which you allow yourfelf. For inftance, .
let the prayer in the morning be a fort of prepara-
tion for the deeds of the day and the prayer at
night a fort of obfervation on-thofe deeds.  You,
M. Bragwell, I {ufpeét are a little inclined to
covetoulnefs, excufe me, Sir. *Now {uppole “after
you have been during a whole day a little too eager
to get rich, fuppofe, I fay, you were to try how it
would found to beg of God at night on your knees,

to give you ftill more money thOUgh -you have
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‘already fo much that you know not what to do
with it. © Suppofe you were to pray in the morn-
ing, O Lord give me more riches, though thofe I
have are a fnare and a temptation to me; and afk
him in the fame folemn manner to blefs all the
graf{ping means you intend to make ufe of in the
day, to add to your {ubftapnce? —

Bragwell. Mr. Worthy, I have ho patiencé
with you for thinking I could be fo wicked.

Worithy. Hear me out, Mr. Bragwell, you turned
your good nephew, Tom Broad, out of doors you
know ; you owned to me it was an aél of injuftice.

Now fuppofe on the morning of your doing {o you

had begged of God in a folemn a&t of prayer, to prof-
per the deed of cruclty and oppreflion, which you
intended to commit, I {ee you are fhocked at the
thought of fuch a prayer, Well, then, would not
prayer have kept you from committing that wicked
aftion? In fhort, what alife muft chat be, no a&
of which you dare beg God to profper and blefs,
If once you can bring yourfelf te believe that it
is your bounden duty to pray for God’s bleffing on
your day’s work, you will certainly grow careful

about paffing fuch a day as you may fafely afk his

bleffing upon. The remark may be carried to
fports, diverfions, company. A man, who once
takes up. the ferious ufe of prayer, will {oon find

himfelf obliged to abftain from fuch diverfions,

occupations, and focieties, as he cannot reafonably
defire that God will blefs to him; and thus he will

fee:himfelf compelled to lcave off cither the prae~

b s
r“‘
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;tiée or the prayer. Now, Mr. Bragwell, I need not
afk you which of the two he that is a real Chriftiarp
will give up. i |

Mr. Bragwell began to feel that he had not the
beft of the argument, and was afraid he was mak-
ing no great figure in the eyes of his friend. Lucki-
ly, hawever, he was relicved from the difficulty
into which the neceflity of making fome anfwer muft
have brought him, by finding they were come to the
erd of their little journey: and he never beheld
the Bunch of Grapes, which decorated the Sign of
- the Golden Lion, with more real {atisfattion,

I refer my readers for the tranfaflions at the
Golden Lion, and for the fad Adventures which
afterwards befel Mr: Bragwell’s family, to the Fifth
Part of the Hiftory of the Two Wealthy Farmers,

MRS e : | y A

. THE END,

. On the \f of Fune, 1795, was publifbed, ~
The Shepherd of Salilbury Plain, Part 1I.—The Beggatly
Boy.—Wild Robert, a Ballad. ’
; On the 1f of Fuly,
Dapiel in the Den of Lions.— {e Goed Mothar’s Logacy.
~ —Patient Joe, a Ballad, Wit
: On the 1ff of Augufl, |

Hints to all Ranks of People.—~The Happy Waterman. =

The Riot, a Ballad. —ThePlowboy’s Dream, a Ballad. =

i On the 1/ of September,
Tom White, Past ”""’N"éhif :‘kee&;_-»Dam Andrews, a -
. Ballad,




On tfzﬁ iﬁ of Ofober,
Iﬁr\ eft Home ~—Two Farmers, Part I—Honeﬁ Mille
. -. vl % Ballad :
‘ _ On;ﬂ%} 1 of, Novcmber e o
The Paxable of the Vineyard.—The Two Faxmers Pal‘t II
—The Sorrows of Yamba, aBm lad, =
On the 1t of Decembe)

"The Txoublés of L1fc —Sorrowtul Sar w—-Merly Chyift.

% mu¥, 4°Carol.

o Onihe 1/t qf ]anuary, 1796,

New Thoufrhts oftithe NEW Y ear.,—~4 he'" '*uhéry of Maay

Wood the Houfemaid.s~Robert and Richard, aBalIad
o uthe s of Febm@r), 5130
T} € Touc hfione ; or, the Way teknow'a good Chnﬁxam
. —=The Awplenuce tiurned -Mafter; ot) the Two Shoe-

makeys, art 11,—The, Story of - mful Sally - Told by
hcrfclf 2 .)allad i

On the 1/3 ()/ March.
Qneﬁmus or, the Run-away Servant conve1ted —1dle Jack

‘Browni or, the Two Shoemakers Part 111 -—Shop-
. iKeeper, PaltI :

On the: I/Z af Aprz/ ‘.'..Lf; S

. Converfion of 8t. Paul .—Jack Brown in Prifon; or, thu

Two Shoemakers Part IV.—Shopkeeper, Pari II
On_the 1/f of Mayspe:

The General Refurreétion, Part. I.-~Tha Hiflory of C 1arlcs
Jones the Footman, written by Himfelf.—The Hackney
€Coachmar; of, the Weay to gt a good Fare, a Ballad.

On the 1/t of Fune, .

Carrying Religion into the” Common Bufinels of Life,~—

. The Cheapﬁde APPI’CHthD — Lhe Eleéhon Song, a
Ballad :

On the 1} of Fu

Look at Home. -—Camvﬁu/—}«l]fmja Z%he Calpd er Twe

Wedvers
On the 1/1’ oft Aaguft,’

Gxand Aflizes.—Betty Brown ——-Shopkeeper Pa1t 111,

oy, On théaft of Septembery TLn

Two Wealthy Farmers, Part I, —-Exp}anatlon of Scrxp

. tureof. Baptxfm —-—Hymn of Pralfe for the abundang
" *Harveft of 17

- fud ather Pzece.f x 4 f zm/ar P/cm, on the \f? cgf ouer) ]me‘b.
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