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;zi']ACK BROWN and TAMES STOCK, were two lade
,‘."f{fﬁ;'appremiqed at nearly the same ume, to Mr. Williams, a
* “Shoemaker, in a small town in Oxfordshire—they were
pretty near the same age, but of very different characters
~and dispositions. £
. Brown was cldest son to a farmer in good circumstances,
. _who gave the usual apprentice fee with him, ' Beéing’a wild
' giddy boy, whom his father could not well manage or in-
truct-in farming, he thought it better to send him out to
learn a tradeata distance, than to let him idle about at home,
for Jack always preferred bird’s nesting and marbles to any
wother employment; and would trifle away half the day when
_ his father thought he was at school, with any boys he could
- Ineet with, who were as idle as himself;’ and never could
f}Be prevailed vpon to do, or to learn any thing, whilea game
&t taw could be had for love or money. Al this time his
- little brothers, much younger than himself, were beginning
to follow the plow, or to carry the éorn to mill as soon as
,".,fﬁ_]xhey were able to mount a cart hotse. |
. Jack, however, who was a lively boy, and did not naty-
wrally want either sense or goo&-nature', might have turned
g out well enough, if he had not had the misfortdne to be his
- mother’s favourite. She concealed and forgave all his faults,
. #&—To be sure, he was a littleswild, she would say, but he
. would not make the worse man for that, for Jack had 3 good
- spuit of his own, and she would not have it broke, and
",;,,:r‘x;?.k.c;g,‘r;_l‘ope .of the boy. The farmer, fora qulet
.38 1t s called; gaye up all these poiute to his wife; and,
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4‘ .. A The Two Shoema}{'e’n.

with them, gave up the future virtue and happiness of his
child. He was a laborious and industrious man, but he had
eligian : he thought only of the gains and advantages of |
present day, and never took the future into account,
His wife man: med him entrr ely, and as she was really no-
:« hie did not trouble his head about any thing farther. — &8
If e had been-careless in her dairy, he would have stormed
and sworn ; but as she only ruined one child by indulgence,
lmo»t broke the hearts of the rest by unkindness, he
¢ himself little concern about the matter. The cheese,

(al nly, was good, and that indeed is a great point; but
she was neglectful of her children, and a tyrant to her ser-
vants. Her husband’s substance, indeed, was not wasted,
buthis happiness was not consulted. His house, 1t is true,
was not dirty, but it was the abode of fury, ill-temper, and
covetousness. And the farmer, though he did not care for
drink, was too often driven to the public house in an even
ng, because his own was ncither quxet nor comfortable.—
The mother was always scolding, and the children were al.
wWays c1ymcr '

Jack, however, notwithstanding his idleness, picked up/iH
a little reading and writing, but never could lgarn te cast i
an account ; that was too much labor. His mother was de-
(e - .siroms he qhould continue at school, not so much for th

e R S s o

1 sake of his learning, which she had not sense enough to vi-
’@w lue, but to save her darling flom the Fatxgue of lubour fo
A8 if he had net gone to school, she knew he must have goneu
i 3 work, and she thought the former was the lcast txusume o

R

the two. Indeed this foolish woman had such an opinion ¢
his genius, that she used, from a child, to think he was
wise for any thing but,a parson, and hopcd she should |

% to see him one. She did not wish to sce her son a mml“_
B because she laved éither ]eammg or goodness, but becaust
Bl she thought it wou!d make Jack a gentleman, and set ho
i above his brothers. I
‘q",‘ Farmer Brown, still z‘- ped, that though Jack was hel
o mdke but an idle and ignorant farmer, Vet e mlghtmal i
i 20 bad tradesman, uhw he-should be removed from the
diloences of a SR ee, and from!d'silly mothEEEs
hdsetorngis kepl (1. a every thing. ThlS WO

n CV
4 when she found that so fine a scholar, a°
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“took Jack to be, was to be put apprentice to a shoemaker.—
"The farmer however for the first time in his life, would
have his own way. DBut beinga worldly man, and too apt
'to mind only what is falsely called ¢ the main chance,” in-
stead of being careful to look out for a sober, pru‘dcn't, an.d.
" yeligious master for his son, he left all that to accident, as 1t
it had been a thing of little or no consequence. This1s 2
" verv comimon fault, and fathers who are guilty of it, are in
o g(‘sat measure answerable for the future sins and errors of
" their children, when they grow up in the world, and set up
" for themselves. . If a2 man gives his son a good education, a
" good example, and a good master, it is indeed possible that
“the son may not turn out well, but it does not oftep hap-

‘pen ; and wlen it does, the father has no blame resting on
thim ; and it 1s great point towards a man’s comfort to h'fwc
_ his conscience quiet in that respect, however God may think

fit to over-rule events. ‘
‘The farmer, however, took care to desire his friends te

inquire for a shoemaker who had good business, and was a

good workman ; and the mother did not forget to putin her
- word, and desired that it might be one who was not ‘too
strict ;’ for Jack had been brought up tenderly, was a meek
boy, and could not bear to be contradicted in any thing.—

And this is the common notion of meekness among people
~who know no better. :

_ Mr. Williams was recommended to the farmer as bein
_the best shoemaker in the town in which he lived, and far™
from a strict master ; and, without farther enquiries, to Mr."
- Williams he went. ' Lo
., James Stock, who was the son of an honest labourer in

the next village, was bound out by the parish in considera-
. tion of his father having so numerous a family, ‘that he was
‘not able to put him out himself. James was in every ‘thing
. the very reverse of his new companion. He was a modest,
_.mdustrious plous youth ; and though so poor, and the child’
~of a laborer, was a much bettcr scholar than Jatk, who
. was a wealthy farmei’s son. His father had, it is tiue,
been able to give him but very little schooling, for he was °

~ obliged to be put to work when quite a child.  When very -
Young he used. to run of errands for Mr. Thomas the cul
fate of the parish ;a very kind hearted young gentleman,

4 4




6 The two Shoemalkers. >

who boarded next door to his father’s cotfage. He used al-
so to rub down and saddle his horse, and d o any other litile
job for him, in the most civil obh(rmor manner. . All this
SO recommended him to the ¢l eréyman, that he would ofnn
send tor him in of an even: ng, . after he’ had done his dav’s
work in the field, and CCMI}UP‘)CCI]Qed {0 téach him himselfto
write and cast accounts, as well as to instruct him in the
principles of his religion. Ttwas not merely out of kindness
for the little good- “natured services James did him, 1
he shewed him this favor, but alge for his readiness in the
catechism, and his devout behavicur at C}.mcn ’

The first thing that drew the ‘minister’s a*tentmn to tme
boy, .was. the fox!mvvlg—-lk had fr eqwenth given him
halfpence and pence for holdi ng his horse and carrying hiim
to water, before he was big emmgsl to'be further useful to
him. On Christmas- day, he was surprised to sce James at
church, reading outof a handsome new prayer-book ; he
wondered how it came by it, for he knew there was’ fHbo-
dy n rm pansll likely to have given it to hiim, for at that
time therg were no Sunday- SChOJI and the fathc1 could not
afford it he was sure, \ |

Well, James, said he, as he saw him when mcy came our,
vou made a good figure at church to-day ; it made vou look
e like 2 man and : christian, not only to bavc so handsome 2
(i~ book, but to be so ready in-all parts of ‘the service.  How
came you by that baok ? - James owned modestly, that he
had been a whole year in cavmg up the 1 mon°y by single half-
pence,” all of which had been of thie mihister’s own giving, |
and that m-all that time-he had net spent a single farthing on
his own diversions. My dear boy, said good Mr. Ihonm,,
1 am mugh mistaken if thou dest not turn out well, in the
world, for two reasons :—first, from thy saving turn and
self—denvmg temper; and next, because thou didst dev ot
i the first eighteen pence thou it ever worth m thc world
it to 5o good a purpose. . ol
| James bowed and-biushed, and from that time M. Tho-
mas began to take more notice of him, and to instruct him
Wl as 1said above.  As James grew soon able to do him more
" considerable snrvnce, he would now and then’ gwe him si-
il >pencc. This he consta ntly saved till 1t becamc a little sum,
@i with which he bought shoes and stockm , well-knowing
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,_._f"j%ﬂlat his poor father, with ahard family and low wages,
ﬁ‘,_:;gg.cuuld not buy.them for him. As to what little money he
“Wearned himnself by his daily labour in the ficld, he constantly
" Bcarried it to his mother every Saturday night, to buy bread
"8 for the family, which was a pretty help to them. !
% As James was ‘not over-stout in his make, his father
"~ thankfully accepted the offer of the parish officers to bind his |
" son out to a trade. This good man, however, had not, Like
- Farmer Brown, the liberty of choosing a master for his son,
~ Zlor he' would carefully have enquired if he was a proper man
i to‘have the care of youth ; but Williams the shoemaker was
Halready fixed on, by those who were to put the boy out, and
“4if he wanted a master it must be him or none; for the over-
#scers had a better opinion of Williams than he deserved, and
. thought it would be the making of the boy to go to him.—
2T hetather knew- that beggars must not be choosers, so he
tfitted out James for his new place, having indeed little 'to
“igive him besides his blessing.
¢ The worthy Mr. Thomas, however, kindly gave him an
~ _1old coat and waistcoat, which his mother, who was a neat
+and notable woman, contrived to make up for him herself,
.« without a farthing expence, and when it was turned and
made fit for his size, 1t made him a very handsome suit for
 Sundays, and lasted him a couple of years.
~ And here, let me stop and remark what a pity it 1s, that
~_poor women so seldom are able or willing to do thesesort of
© little handy jobs themselves; and that they do not oftener
bring up their daughters to be more useful in family work.
~T'hey are great loosers by it every way, not only as they are
disqualifying their girls from making good wives hereafter,
: ‘i’i‘j.but they are loosers in point of present advantage; for gen-
% "‘-‘\"-*ﬂefolks could much oftener afford to give a poor boy a
. A ijacket or a waistcoat, if it was not for the expence of mak-
fangat, which adds very mach to the cost. - To my certain
* knowledge, many poor women would often getan old coat,
©or bit of coarse new cloth given' them to fit out a boy, if
_«ithe mothers or sisters were known to be able to cut it outtor
_tadvantage, and to maks it decently themselves.  But halt-a=

ViR 1 . ks i t
«ffa':rown for the making a bit of coarse kersey, which costs
“but a few shil :

shillings, is more than many very charitable gen-
+ try can afford to give—so they often give nothing at all




s o The two Shoemalkers.

when they see the mothers so little able to turn it to advay,
tage.' Tt is hoped they will take this hint kindly, as it |
meant for their good. * | :
‘But to return to our two young shoemakers. They wer,
both now setiled at My. Williams’s, who,as he was know,
to be a good workman, lad plenty of business. He |
‘sometimes two or three journeymen, but no apprentices by,
Jack and James. '
. Jack, who, with all his faults, was a keen, smart boy
took to learn the trade quick enough, but the difhculty Wi
to make him stick two hours together to his work. At even
noise he heard in the strect, down went the work, the la
one way, the upper-leather another—the sole dropped on th:
ground, and the thread he dragged after him all the way up
the street. If a blind fiddler, a ballad singer, a mountebank,
a dancing bear, or a drum were heard at a distance, out 2"
Jack, nothing couldstop bim, aud not a stitch more could h;
be prevailed on to do that day. Every duty, every promis
was forgot, for the present pleasure-——he could not resist the
smallest temptation—lhe never stopped a moment to consider
whether a thing was right or wrong, but whether he liked i
or disliked it.  And as his ill-judging mother took care t
send him privately a good supply of pocket-money, tha
deadly bane to all youthful virtue, he had generally a fey:
pence ready to spend, and to indulge in the present diversion:
whatever it was. And what was still worse even than spend:
ing his money, he spent his time too, or rather his master’
time. Of this he was continually reminded by James, o
whom he always answered, What have you to complain
about? It is nothing to you orany one else; I spend no
body’s money but my own.—Thatmay be, replied the other,
but you cannot say itis your own ¢ time’ that you spend.—
He insisted upon it that it was, but James fetched down
their indentures, ana there shewed him that he had solemnly
bound himself, by that iastrument, not to waste his master’
property. Now, quoth James, ¢thy own tmeis a very
¢ valuable part of thy master’s property.” To tlis he replicd
Every one’s time was his own, and he should not sit moping
all day over his last—for his part, he thanked God *¢he wo

¢ no parish ’prentice.’
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James did not resent this piece of foolish impertinence, as

some silly lads would have done; nor fly out to 2. viow
lent passion—for even 2t this early age, he had begun to
learn of him ¢ who wis meek and lowly of lieart ;” and there-
fore ¢ when he was reviied he reviled not again.”  On the
contrary he was so very kind and gentle, that ceven Jack, vain
and idleashe was, could not help loving him, though he tock
. carenpever to follow his advice.
'\ Jack’s fondness for his boyish and silly diversions in the
L street, soon produced the effects which might naturaily be
L expected, and the same idleness which led him to fly out in-
~ to the town, at the sound of a fiddle, or the sight, of a pup-~
. pet show, soon led him to those places where all these {id-
. dles and shows naturally lead, I mean the Ale-House. The
 acquaintance picked up in the street, was carried on at the
~ Greyhound, and the idle pastimes of the boy soonled to the
. destructive vices of the man. ,

o As he was not an ill-tempered youth, nor naturally much
. igiven to drink : a sober and prudent master, who had been

~wsteady in his management, and regular in his own conduct,
- who had recommended good advice by a good example,

. might have made something of Jack. Butl am sorry to say,
~ that Mr. Williams thougha good workman, and not a very
. hard or severe master, was neither a sober nor 2a Steady
sman—so far from it, that he spent much more time at the

¢ Greyhound than at home. There was no order either in his

1 shop or family. He left the chief care of the busiess to his

~ two young apprentices—and being but a worldly man, he

. was at first disposed to shew favor to Jack much more than

. to Jamecs, because he had more money, and his father was
~better in the world than the father of poor James,

At first, therefore, he was disposed to consider James as

. asortof drudge, who was to do all the menial worl: of the
-+ family, and he did not care how little he taught hima of his
ceitrade.  With Mrs. Williams the matter was still ' worse—
) '-?.‘!l'she constantly called him away from the business of his trade

.. to wash the house, nurse the child, turn the Spit, or run of
- errands.  And here I must remark, that though parish ap-
- prentices are bound in duty to be submissive to botly master

~ and mistress, and always to make themselves as useful as they

. €an 1 a family, and are to be civil and humble ; vet on
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the other hand, 1t is the duty of masters always-td remembéi,

that if they arc paid for istructing them in their trade, they

ought conscientiously to inscruct them_ in it, and not to em-

ploy them the greater part of their time in such household

or otiier drudgery, as to deprive them of the opportuniiy  of
- acquiring théir tradel’ BILS _

Mr. Williams' soon: found out that his favourite Jack
would be of little use to him in the shop, for though he
worked well enough, he did not care how litde he did. Nor
‘could he be of the least use to his master in keeping an ac-
count, or writing out a bill upon occasion ; for, as he neve
‘could be made to learn to cypher, he did not know addition
-from multiplication. .

2* Oneday one of the customers called at the shop in a great
‘hurry, and desired his bill might be made out that minute
-Mr. Williams, having taken a cup too much, made several
attempts to put down a clear account, but the more he tried,
‘the less h¢ found himself able to do it. James, who was
sitting at his last, rosc up, and with great modesty, asked his
smaster if he would please to give him leave to make out the
bill, saying, that though but a poor scholar, he would do his
best, rather than kecp the gentleman waiting.  Williams
eladly accepted his offer, and confused as his head was with
diquor, he yet was able to observe with what neatness, dis-
patch, and exactness,’ the account was drawn out. From
#hat time he no longer considered Jamesasa drudge, but &
one fitted for the higher employments of- the trade, and he
was now regularly employed to manage the accounts, witjl
‘which all the customers were so well pleased, that it contr-
“Buted greatly to raise him 1 his master’s esteem ; for thert)
were now never any of those blunders or false charges, fo
‘grhich the shop had been so famous. - :
~ James went on in a regular course of industry, and soon
became the best workman Mr: Williams had, but there wer
many things in the family which he greatly disapproved.~
Some of the journeymen used to swear, drink, and sing ver!
Kicentiouasongs. All these things were a great grief to }315',
-sober mird ; he complained to his master, who only laugh
ed at him ; and indeed as Williams did the same himself, !
put it ‘out of his gwn power to correct his servants,if be hnl
i Been so disposed, - James, however, used always to repo";
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1em with gren’ miltness indeed, but with gre"{t eeuoum‘M
1s0, ‘This, but still more his own excelledt exa mple, pro-
ﬂ::ot quite hardened 1 sin.

L "Wt grieved Bim most wis “the manner in W%i@c}r tT\’e Suné
‘aV was spent. "T'he master lay in bed alt the’ morning, nor

'.\fﬁﬁa some ncw ﬁnexyto be shewn, or a chmtcnmq to be.at-
" tended.” 'The town’s péople were'cotning to th& shop all the
orning forl work wth should have been sennt home ‘the
;1’ ight before had not the master” been at the ate house. And
what Wmmded James to the very so**‘ was, that the master
é{pected the” two' apprentices’ to carry hoime shoes to the
untry customers on ‘the Sunday moring, which he wick-
ly thonght wis a saving of fime, as it preveuted their hin-
« d ering their work on the Saturday. These shameful prac-
tices greatly afllicted poor James ; he heg zged his master with
i tears in bis eyes'to’ ‘excuse him, but he only iaucmed 2% hls
~ §queamish conscience, as he called it.
;@ Jack did not dislika this part of the business, and generally
ﬁfter he had delivered ] nwc; rarcel, waSted gcod part of the day,
_nuttmcr playin ng at fives, or dmp ping in at the publi c-
HNouse—any thing ‘was better than gm,nq to church.
A "”jaxnes, on the other hand; when he was- compeiled, sore-
ag'umt his conscxencc, to cmrv Lome afdy, goods of a Sun-

morning, always got up as’sgon’'ds it wwas’ hrf‘u knelt
%wn and pra»ed hear ul‘, to God tr) foxglvehlm a sin which
&“Waq 1mt in his power to avoid ; he took care not to lose a
mpment by the way, but as he was taking his walk with the
most speed, to ARG S 115 shibts 'with the cnstomers he spent
 time in. endeavduting to keep up good thourrhts in his
mnd and p.a\ ing - that the day might come Jehen his con-
S%}:nce mw it be de.n ered Trom this grievous burthen. He
¥as now partLCUl’ll']V thmk‘ Iy that Mr.THomas had former-
, _..V._'_ét‘augnt mm so many,psalms and chapters, which he uscd
_f‘repeat m'these walks with - oreat devorion. |
G He always. got hame lm%oxe the rest of tire family was up,
’.-”.._f’ﬁssr;d*lu.nse]‘ very clean, and went twice to Lhurdn, and
'ﬁ’?l‘*‘ eﬁf} dishiked the compa iny afd prac tices of his mas-
_ S h()u’hxe,, Jparticularly “on - the ‘Sabbath day, he preferred

uced at lcqgﬂ very good cffeﬁtq on such of the men as were ;

Sdid the mother or her childrenever go to chureh, cm‘eptthexc ‘

pending hisevening'alone, reading his Bible; which ¢ orgot

TRRRRRR————.
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to say the worthy clergyman had given him when he left his
‘mative village. Sunday evening, which is to some pecople
such a burthen, was to James the highest holiday. He had
formerly learnt a little how to to sing a psalm of the cleik of |
his own, parish, and this was now become a very: delightful
part of his evening exercise.  Andas Wil Simpson, one of
the journeymen, by James’s advice and example, was now
beginning to be of a more scrious way of thinking, he often |
asked hin to sit an hour with him, when they read the Bi-
ble, and talked it over together in a manner very pleasant and
improving—and as Will was a famous singer, a psalm o
two sung together, was a very inaocent pleasure.

_ James’s good manners and civility to the customers drew
much business to the shop, and his skill as a. workman way
so great, that every one desired his shoes might be made by
James.. Williams grew so very idle and negligent, that he
now totally neglected his affairs, and tohard drinking added
deep gaming. All James’s care, both of the shop and the
agcounts, could not keep things in any tolerable order :—he
represented to his master that they were growing worse and
worse, and exhorted him, if he valued his credit as a trades-
man, his comfort as a husband and father, his character asa
master, and his soulas a christian, to turn over a new [caf.
Wi lliams swore a great oath that he would not be restramecd |
in his pleasures to pleasea canting parish ’prentice, nor 1
humour a parcel of squalling brats—that let people say whu
they would of him, they should never say he was a Ay pocri,
and as long as they could not call him that, he did not cart
what else they called him.

In a violent passion he immediately went to the Grey-
hound, where he now spent not only every evening, which
he had long done,bat good part of the day and night also.—
His wife was very dressy, extravagant, and fond of company,
and spent at home as fast as her husbaad did abroad, 50 that
all the neighbors, said, if it had not been for James, his mas-
ter must have broke long ago, but they were sure he coul
not hold it much longer.

As Jack Brown sung a good song, and played many divert
ing tricks, Williams liked his company, and often, alloW@;’
him. to make one at the Greyhound, where he would laug'
heartily at his steries, so that every -one thought Jack vo
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" huch the greater fayorite—so he was asa companion in fro- 1
i, foolery, and pleasure, as it is called; but- he would not
4 ";; 4 - 3 » y. 4 ) e .. b T

‘é trust him with an inch of leather or sixpence in money—no,-

9 no—when business was to be d(}pG, or trust was to be re-
~ posed, James was the man: the idle and the drunkgn never
" trust one another, if they have common sense. They like
" to laughy and sing, and not, and drink together; but whe:n
~ they want a friend, a counsellor, a help n lgusmess, or in
. trouble, they go farther a-field; and VV:Hx:ams, while he
 would drink with Jack, would trust James with untold gold,
and even was foolishly tempted to neglect his busmess the
more from knowing that he had one who was taking care of
i, G 3
 Inspite ofall James’s care and diligence, however, things
 were growing worse and worse: the more James §aved, the
" more his master and mistress spent.  One morning, just as
_ the shop was opened, and James had set every body to their
. respective work, and he himself was settling the business for =~
the day, he found that his master was not yet come from the |
Grevhound. As this was now become a common case, he
on}yJ grieved, but did not wonder atit. 'While he was in-
' dulging sad thoughts on what would be the end of all this, in
‘ran the tapster from the Greyhound out of breath, and with a
look of terror and dismay, desired James would step over to
the public-house with him that moment, for that his master-
wanted him.

L od

f James went immediately, surprized at this unusval mes-
sage. When he'got into the kitchen of the public house, |
which he now entered for the first time in his life, though it
. 'was just opposite-the houvse in which he lived, he was shocked
- “at the beastly disgusting appearanee of every thing which he
" beheld. '“There was a table covered with tankards, punch-
bowls, broken glasses, pipes, and dirty greasy packs of cards,
- ‘and allover wet with liquor; the floor was strewed ‘with
_  broken earthen cups, odd cardsjandan £ O table shivered
* | to pieces in a quarrel-—behind the table stood a croud of dirty
fellows, with matted locks, hollow eyes, and faces smeared
o4 .;',;Wi.th tobacce ; James made his way after the tapster, through
*‘;ﬁi-thl_s wretched looking crew, to a settle which stood in the
. chimney corner. Not a word was uttered; bat  the ' silent

- horror seemed to denote something more than a mere com-
~mon drunken bout,

g
/
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_What was the dismay of James when hesaw his muserablp |
amaster strerched out on'the settle in all the agonies of death ! E
He had fallen.into a fit, afier having drank hai'd best part of |
the night, and seemdd to have buta few minptes to live. I
his frightful countenance was displayed the dreadful picture
ot sin and death ; for he strugoled at onee under the guilt of
mtoxication, and the pangs of .a dyingman. . He recovered
his senses for a few moments, and called ont to ask if his [
faithful servant was.come - James went up to him, toek him
by hic cold hand, but was too much moved to speak.  Oh !
James, James, cricd hein a broken volce, pray for me, com-
fort me. . James spoke kindly to him, hut-was too henest (o
give him false comfort, as is too oftefi done oy mistaken
friends in these dreadful - moments, :

James, said he, T have been a bad master to you—you
would have saved my soul and body, but I would not let you
—I have ruined my, wife, my children; and my owu soul.—
“Tazke warning, Oh! take warning by my miscrable end, said |
_heto his stupified companions ; but none were able to attend B8
_to him but James, who bid him lift up his heart to God, and
prayed heastily for him himself. Oh ! said the dying man,
/it is too late, too late for me—but you have still time, said
he to the halt-drunken terrified crew around him. Where is
Jack ? Jack Brown came forward, but was too much fright-
ened to speak. O wretched boy, said he, I fear I shall
have the ruin of thy soul, as well as my own, to answert for.
Stopshort |—Take warning—now, in the days of thy youth,
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O James, James, thou dost not pray . for me.rs Death. 15
dreadful to the wicked—O the sting of death toa, guilty con-
science!—Here he lifted up, his ghastly. eyes in speechless
horror, grasped hard the hand of James, gave ajdeep; Dollow I8
_groan, and closed his, eyes never to open them but 11 2 & W~

ful erernity. 0 T G pamuad ol L
- This was death in ailits hoirors ! The gay. COmpanions
of his sinful. pleasures could not stand the sight ; all slunk
away like guilty thieves from their late favouite friend——no

»

one was left to assist him, but his twe apprentices. . Brown
was not so hardened but that he shed many; tears for his un-
-happy master, and’ even .made .some hasty yesolutions of fo

amendment, which were toe soon forgotten, | - |
; P B ' 104 : {1:0 g i & A
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Wiile Brown:stepped home to call the workmen to come
and assist ip removing. their poor master, James stazd}ralo.ng
with the corpse; and employed those awful moments in 1ns
dulging the mostiserious thoughts, and prayed heartily. to
God, that.so terrible a l.es:sﬂon might not bf: tf}l'OWﬂ away
upon him, but that he might be enabled to live in a constant
state of preparation fordeath.  The .reso.}utxons he;made at
this moment, as they were not made in his own strength, but
in an humble reliance on God’s gracious help, were of use
to him as long as he lived ; and 1f ever he was for a moment
tempted to say, or doa wrong thing, the remembrance of
his poor dymng master’s last agonies, aqd the dreadful words
he utterred, always instantly checked him.

When Williams was buried, and his affairs came to bg
enquired mnto, they were found to ?_)e in a sad 'condition: His
wife, indeed, was the less to be pitied, as she had -contributed
her full share to the common ruin. James, however, did
pity her, and by his skill in accounts, his kpown honesty,
and the trust the creditors put in his word, things came to De
settled rather better then Mrs. Williams expected.

Both Brown and James were now within a month or two
of being out of their time. The creditors, as was said be-
fore, employed James to settle his Jate master’s accounts,
which he did in a mannper so creditable to his abilities, and
his honesty, that they proposed him to take the shop himself.

ke assured them it was utterly out of his power for want of |
money. Asthe creditors had not the least fear of being re-

paid, if it should please God to spare his life, they genevously
agreed among themselves, to advance him a. small sum of
money without any security but his bond, for thishe was to
pay a very reasonable iterest, and to return the whole n a
given number of years. James shed tears of gratitude at
this testimony to his character, and could hardly be prevailed
pndtobaccept their kindness, so great was his dread of being
in debt, s

i took the remainder of the lease from his mistress, and
i settling affairs with her, took care to make. every thing
as advantageous to her as possible.

. : He never once allowed
himself to think how unkind she had been to him, he only saw

in her the needy widow of his deceased master, and the dis-
~ tressed mother of an infant family; and was heartily SOLTY, It

A
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was not in his power to contribute to their support; it was
not only his duty, but his delight to return good for evil—
for he was a cAristian.

James Stock, was now by the blessing of God, on his own
earnest endeavours, master of a cousiderable shop, and was
respected by the whaole town forhis prudence, honmesty, ‘and
Eicty'. ‘How he behaved in his new station, and also what

efel’ his' comrade Brown, must be the subject of another
book ; and I hope my readers will look forward with some
mpatience for some further account of this worthy young
man.  In the mean time, otherapprentices will do well to
follow so praise-worthy an example, and to remember; that
the respectable master of a large shop, and a profitable bu-
stness, was raised to that creditable situation without monev,
friends, or connections, from the low beginning of a parish
’prentice,by sobriety, industry, the fear of God, and an obe-

dience to the divine principles of the Christian Religion.
S
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| ;1.% g The A’pprem‘z’ce turned Master.
|

ﬁ% THE first part of this History left off with the dreadful
. | sudden death of Williams the idle\shoemaker, who died in 2
. drunken fit at the Greyhound. It also shewed how Jame:
1 1 Stock, his faithful apprentice, by his honest and upright be-
"L haviour, so gained the love and respect of his late master’s
1 creditors, that they set him up in business though he was
not worth a shilling of his own, such is the power of a good
0 character! And when we last parted from him he had just
i got possession of his master’s shop.

il This sudden prosperity was a time of trial for James, who
(U as he was now become a creditable tradesian, I shall here-
| Wl after think proper to call Mr. [ames Stock. I say, this sud-
den rise in life was a time of trixl, for we hardly know what

"l weare ourselves till we become our own masters.  Theres |
. W0 indeed always a reasonable houpe that a good scrvant will net |
(" make abad master, and that a faithful apprentice wall pro¥
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 an honest tr adesman, But the heart of man is deceitful ;— -
" and some folks who seem to behave very well while they are
funder subjection, no sooner get a little power, than their heads
“are tarned; and they grow prouder than those who are gen-
tlemenborn.  They torget at once that they were lately poor
'?ﬁfand dcpendent themselves; so that one would think that with
“%,then poverty they had lost theirmemory too. I have known
“somre who had suffered most hatdshxps n then early dws,
‘-;fbecomc the most hard and oppressive in their turn, so that
~“they seem to forget that fine considerate reason which God
Jsives to the children of [srael, why tth should be merciful to
Stheir servants—* 1emembenng,” sald he, that tl*ou thv~
felf wast 2 bondman.””

Young Mr. Stock did not so forget hxmself He had in-
f@eed the onlv sure ground from falling into thlS error. It was
“*ﬁOt from any easiness in his natural dxsposmon “for that only

_ just serves to make folks good natured when they are pleas-
, ¢d, and patient when they have nothing to vex them. James
3 ,Went upon higher gtound He brought his religion into all
}us actions; b sl not give way to abusive languagc, because
'l?f; knew it was a sin. He did not use his apprentices ill, be-
};.@use he knew he had a Master ig heaven.
 He knew he owed his present happy situation to the kind-
g é§s of the creditors.  But did he grow easy and careless
Bec;ame he had such fiiends? No, mdeed———he worked with
\ﬁouble diligence in order to get out of debt, and to let these
: ‘ﬁ ends see he (lxd not abuse then Lmdneqs Such behaviour
this 15 the greatest encourn (Tement in the world to rich
§ _.,,;?p e to Iypd a little mone} lr creates friends, and it keeps

I is shoes and boots were made in the best manner; this
YOt him busmess he set oyt with a rule to tell no lies and
,_f&cexve no customus this secured his business. He had
iwe reasons for not promising to send home goods when he
new he should not be able to L\ccp his word, The first,
ecause he knew a lic was a sin ; the next, because it was a
{%Iy There is no credit sooner weorn out than that which is
ool by false pretences.  After a little ‘while, no one is de-
rﬁﬁgmed by them. Falsehood is so soon found out, that I be-
ﬁqm; mrrt tradesmen are the poorer for it in the long run,—-
!‘:Gf;lt 15 the worst part ofa shopkeeper’s stock in trade.

”‘ 45 | &
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James was now at the head of a family. . This is a seriou
situation, (said he to himself, one fine summer’s evening, as
_he stood leaning over the half-door of his shop to enjoy a lit.
tle fresh air) Iam now master of a family. My cares aic
doubled, and so are my duties, I see the higher one gets iy
life the more one has to answer for. Let me now call to
mind the sorrow 1. used to feel when I was made to carryf
- work home on a Sunday by an upgodly master, and let me/
now keep the resolutions I then formed. |
So,_what his heart found right to do, he resolved to 4
quickly ; and heset out at first as he meant to go on. = The
Suilay was truly a day of rest at Mr. Steck’s. He woull,
not allow a pair of shoes to be given out on that day to 0./
blige the best customer lie had. And whatdid he lose by it
Why nothing. For when the people were once used to i
they liked Saturday night just as well. But had it been otlier.
wise he would have given up his gains to his conscience.

Shewing bow Mr. Stock bebaved to bis APP"c;ztz'mt?‘;

When he got up in the world so far as to have apprentice:
he thought himself as accountable for their behaviour asi
they had been hischildren. He was verykind to them,an

~ had a cheerful merry way of talking to them, so that the lui;
who had seen too much of swearing, reprobate masters, wer
“very fond of him. They were never ahaid of speaking &
‘him, they' told him all ther little troubles and consndcrg
- their master as their best fiiend, for they said they would ¢/
any thing for a good word and 2 kind look. As he didie -
swear at them when they had been guilty ef a fault, theyd
not lie to him to conceal it, and thereby make one fault e
But though he was very kind, he was very watchful 2l
for he did not think neglect any part of kindness. He brovg
~them to a very pretty method, which wason a Sunday evel
‘inz to divert themselves with writing out halfa dozen ‘o7
of Seripture in a pretty copy-book with gilt covers. Yo
-may huve the same at any of the stationers: th:y do not cUEEE
above fourpence, and will last neatly a year.
- When the'boys cartied him their books, he justly corg
mended Him whose texts were written in the fairest hanf-_?;
And now; my boys, said he, let us sce which of you "I

ho g
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fearn your texts bzst in the course of the week ; hic wiw®
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" shall chuse for next Sunday. Thus the boys soon got many
.~ psalms and chapters by heart, almost without knowing how
. they came by them. = He taught them how to make a prac-
¢ tical use of what they learnt; for, said he, it will answer lit-
¢ tle purpose to learn texts if we de not try tolive up to them
.= One of the boys being apt to play in his absence, and to run
. back again to his work when he beard his master’s step, he
i, brought him to a sense of his fault by the last Sunday’s text,
. which happened to be the 6th of Ephesians. He shewed him
43 what was meant by being obedient to his master in singleness
. of heart as unto Christ, and explained to him with so much
. kindness what it was, not to work with eye service as men
& pleasers, but doing the will'of God from the heart, that the
i lad said he should never forget it, and it did more towards
& euring him of idleness, than the soundest horse-whipping
' would have done.
4 How Myr. Stock got out of Debt.
. Stock’s behaviour was very regular, and he was much be-
loved for his kind and peaceable temper. He had also a good
. reputation for skill in his trade, and his industry was talked
. of through the whole town, so that he had soon more work
thanhe could possibly do. He paid all his dealers to the very
day, and took care to carry his interest money to the eredi~
tors the moment it became due. In two or three years he
. Was able to begin to pay effa small part of the principal.—
| His reason for being so eager to pay money as soon as it be-
. €amedue was this :—he had observed tradesmen, and espe-
‘»:igtzlglly his old master, put off the day of payment as long as
. they could, even though they had the means in their power.
Ll nis deceived them ; for having money in their pockets they
forgot 1t belonged to the creditor, and not to themselves, and
80 got to fancy they were rich when they . were really poor.
A his false notion led them to indulge in idle expences,
ﬁ-.hereas, if t*hey. had paid regularly, they would have had
18 one temptation the less. A yoﬁng tradesman, when he
gomg to spend money, should at least ask himself whether
1s money 1s his own or his creditors’.  This little 'q;}'eétiqn
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ight help to prevent many a bankruptcy. PR
ﬁA true Christian always goes heartily to work to find out
hat 1s his besetting sin ; and when he has found it, (which
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':he ea’sil;r .may'if‘h‘e looks sharp) against this sin he waté}w.-;_[;
narrowly. Now I know itis the fashion among some foi}
(and a bad fashion it is) to fancy that good people have

2y,
aats N

sig ; but this only shews their ignorance. It is not true. Thy
good nxm St. Paul knew better®.  And when men do ng
own their sins, 1t 1s not because there 1s no sin in their heary

e

but because they are not anxious tosearch for it, nor humbiy
to confess it, nor penitent to mourn over it.  But this w,!
not the case with James Stock. Examine yourselves trulf
said he, is no bad part of the catechism. ‘He began to}/

afraid that his desire of living creditably, and without ben,

a burthen to any one, might, under the mask of honesty an

independence, lead him into pride and covetousness. [

_help thinking he knew something of his face. He fetchy =

-QUSNESs: o4

feared that the bias of his heart lay that way. So mnstead
being proud of his sobriety ; instead of bragging that hen.
ver spent his money idly, nor went to the alehouse; insw
of boasting how hard he worked, and how he denied Ly
self, he strove in secret that even these good qualities migh
not grow out of a wrong root. The following event was

use to him in the way of indulging any disposition to covg

One evening as he was standing at the door of his shep
poor dirty boy, without stockings and shoes, came upu
asked him for a bit of broken victuals, for “he had eatenni =
thing all day. In spite of his dirt and rags he wasa v 3

pretty, lively, civil spoken boy, and M. Stock couldn )

ka2 e
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him out a good piece of bread and cheese, and while theb =
was devouring it, asked him if he had no parents, and Wit
he went about in that vagabond manner? Daddy has b &
dead some years, said the boy ; he died i a fit over a i i,
Greyhound.- Mammy says he used to live at thi.s shop, @ i
then we did not wanzt for cloaths nor victuals neither. St
was melied almost to tears on finding this dirty beggar-ii &
was Tommy Williams, the son of his old master, Hebi ¥
sed God on’ comparing his own happy condition with 8
of this poor destitute child, but he was not proud at the COEE
parison, and while he was thankful for his own pm_spcrﬂ‘
he pitied the helpless boy. Where have you been Livijis

ate? said he to Ixim, for I understand you all went hom: SR8

* SeeRomans vile
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&our mother’s friends.—So - we did, Sir, said the boy, but
hey are grown tired of maintaining us, because they said
dhat “/Ix nmy spent.all the money whxch should have gone
“to bl vy victuals for us, on snuff and drams. And so they
«%ave sent us byck to this place, which is Daddy’s parish.
& - And where do you live here? said Mr. Stock. -0, Sir,
*wc are.all put in the parish- poor -house. And dees your
Cmother do any. thing to help to maintain V()“ '—No, Sir, for
" Mammy says she was not brought up to work like poor fo.ks,
Sand she we ould rather starve than spin or knit ; so she lics a-
bed all the morning, and sends us about to md\ up what we
"can, a bit ef' victuals ora few hal fpence — And have you any
{oncy in your ;)()C:\Ct now —Yes, Sir, I have got three
3laum>n(c which [ have begged to day.—Then as you were
%80 very hungry, how came you not to buy a roll at that
“ibaker’s over the way '—Beeause, Sir, [ was going to lay. it
out in tea for Mammy for [ never lay out 2 tarthmg for my -
self. Indeed, I\Iammy says she will have her tea twice a-da
i we bf‘g or starve for it. -—p an you read, my boy ? said Mr.
Stock.—A little, Sir,’'and say my prayers too.—~And can you
'say your catechism?— [ have almost forgot it all, Sir, tho’
1 remember about honoring my father and mothcr, and that
! ‘makes me still car ry the Inlfpencc home to mammy instead
of buying cakes. —Who taught vou these qoo:l thinzs ?
‘One Jemmy Stock, Sir, S el parish ’prentice to my
Daddy. He taught me one qquestion out of the catechism
. every night, and alwavs made me say my prayers to him be-
fore T wentto bed. He told me I should co to the wicked
“wplace if T did not fear Gnd, so [ am still a Fraid to tell lies like
“the other bovs. Poor ]em ny gave e a piece of gingerbread
- every time 1 learnt well ; buat T have no friend now : jemmy
~ was very good to me, though Mammy did nothing but beat
'hlm.
M Brock was too much moved to carry on the discéurse,
* he did not make himself known to the bov, but teok hxm
.‘Qvex to the baker s shor:), as he walked '11(;?0 he could not
5 help repeating aloud, a verse or two of that beautifu! Nymn,
©« so-deservedly the tavouute of all children :

¢ Not imore than orhers I deserve,
“ Yer God hath glven ms more,
‘ }01 I have food while others stﬁu Ve,
¢ Or beg from door to door.’
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29 ‘ The two Shoemdkers.  _
- "The little boy looked up in his face, saying, Why, Si,
that’s the very hymn which Jemmy Stock gave me a penny
for learning. " Stock made no answer, but put a couple of
three-penny loaves into his hand to carry home, and told
" him to call on him again at such a time in the following
il week. ' » | e
& How Mr. Stock continued to be charitable without
: . any Expence. ‘
Stock had abundant subject for meditation that night. He
was puzzled what to do with the boy.  While he was car-
- rying on his trade upon borrowed money, he did not think j¢
right to give any part of that money to assist the idle, or even
zo help tlie distressed. I must be just, said he, before-1 am
~ generous. - Still he could not bear to see this fine boy: given
|| up to certain ruin. . He did not think it safe to take him into
| his shop in his present ignorant unprincipled state. At last he
hit upon this thought : I work for myself twelve hours in
the day. Why shall I not work one hour or two for this
boy in the evening? It will be but for a year, and I shall
then have more right.to do what I please. My money will
then be my own, 1 shall have paid my debts. |
So he began to put his resolution in practice that very
night, sticking to his old notion of not putting off till to-mor-
row what should be-done to-day—and it was thought le
owed much of his success in life, as well as his growth in
goodness, to this little saying, I am young-and healthy,
said he, one hour’s work more will do me no. harm v Diwill
| set aside all I get by these over-hours, and put the boy to
school. 1 have not only noright to punish thig Chﬁd for the
“sins of his father, but 1 consider, .that though God hated
those sins, he made them be instruments for my advance-
|| ment, ' B
~ Tommy Williams called at the time appointed.. In the
mean time Mr. Stock’s maid had made him a tidy littie suit
of cloaths out of an old coat of her master’s, She had alsc
knit him a pair- of stockings, and Mr. Stock made him sit
down in the shop, while he himself fitted him with a pair of
new shoes. The maid having washed and dressed him, Mr.
‘Stock took him by the hand and walked along with him to
the parish poor-house to find his mother. They found her
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,T;;.%he passed most of hf?i' time, quarrelling wi'h half 2 dozen
" Wwomen as idle and dirty as herself ; when she saw Tommy
 §0 neat and well-dressed, she fell a-crying for joy. She said
it put her'in mind of old times, for Tommy always used to
"Be dressed like a gentleman. 5o much the worse, said Mr
~ Stock, if you had not begun by making hun_loc\k.hke a gen-
_ tleman, yeu needed not have ¢nded by making him look like
8 begoar.  Oh, Jem, said she, (for though 1t was four
" years since she had seen him, she soon recollected him) fine
“times for you'! seta beg gar on horseback—vou know the
~proverb. [ shall beat lommy well for finding you out,
‘and exposing me to you.
" Instead of entering into any dispute with this bad woman,
-or praising himself at her expence, or putting her in mind
‘of her past ill behavior to him, or reproaching her with ti

;ﬂgcssed inTagged filthy finery, standing at the door, where

ne
‘éad use she had made of her prosperity he mildly said to
“Hher, Mrs. Williams I am sorry for your misfortunes ; I am
.come to relieve you of part of your burthen. I will rake
 Tommy off your hands. I will give him agyear’s board
sand schooling, and by that time I shall see what he is fit for.
- d will promise nothing, but if the boy turns out well, I wil
.never forsake him. I shall make bu{ one bargain with you,
which is, that he must not come to this place to hezr all this
‘railing and swearing, nor shall he keep company with these
pilfering idle children. You are welcome to go and se¢ hun
when you please, but here he must not come. |
The foolish woman burst out a-crying, saying she should
sloose her poor dear Tommy for ever. Mr., Stock might give
Lher the money be intended to pay at the school, for nobody
_scould do so well by him as his own mother. The truth was
she wanted to get these new cloathes intoher clutches,which
‘would all have been pawned ar the dram-shop before .the
. meck was out.  This Mr. Stock well knew. From crving
_ she fell to scolding and swearing. Shve told him he was an
~unnatural wretch, that wanted to make a child despise his
.own mother, because she was poor. Sne even went so far
.as to say she would not part from him; sie said she Lated
“your godly people, they had no bowels of compassion, ¢ 1t
tried to set men, women, and children agaiast thejr own

" «flesh and blood. :
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Mr. Stock new almost lost his patience, and far one mo.
ment a thought came across him to strip the boy, carry back
the cloaths, and leave him to his unnatiital motlier. Why,
said he, should T work over-hours,and wear out my strength
for this wicked woman? But he soon checked this thought,
by reflecting on the patience and long-suffering of God with
rebellious sinners:  This cured his anger in a moment, and
he mildly reasoned with her on her folly and bliridness in op-
posing the good of her child. el »

. One of the neighbours who steod by, said, what a finc
“thing it was for the boy, but some pcople were born to be
lucky I She wished Mr Stock would take .a fancy to Aer
child, he should have him soon enough. Mrs. Williams
now began to be frightened lest Mr. Stock should take the
woman at her word, and sul'enly consented to let theboy go,
from envy and malice, not from pradence and gratitude, and
“Tommy was sent to school that very night, his mother cry-
mg and roaring; instead of thanking God for such a blessing:
_ And here T cannot forbear telling a very good-natured
thing of Will Simpson, one of the workmen. By-thetbye it
was that very young fellow who was reformed by Stock’s
good example when he was an apprentice, and who used to
sing with him on a Sunday evening, when they got out of
the way of Williams’s junketing. Will coming home early
one evening,was surprised to find his master at work by.him;
self, long after the usual time. He begged so heartily (o
know the reason, that Stock owned the truth.  Will was so
struck with this piece of kindness, that he snatched up a last,
crying out, Well, master, _you shall not work by youl'se]§7
however ; we will go snacks in maintaining Tommy ; it
shall never be said that Will Simpson was idling about,when
his master was working for charity. ,This made the hour
pass chearfully and doubled the profits. =~ : ‘
_ Inayearor two Mr. Stock, by God’s blessing on his la-
bours, became quite clear of the world. He how paid oft
his creditors, but he never forgot his obligation to them, and
| to their children after them. ‘He now cast about for a pro-
I per wife, and as he was thought a prosperous man and very
. well-looking besides, most of the smart girls of the place,
with their tawdry finery, used to be often parading before the
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shop, and would cven go 'tqlchurch‘ in order to put them-
selves in his way. But My Stock when he went to ch?rch
had other things in his head, and if he ever thought about
these gay damsels at all, 7t was with concern 1nseeing them
so improperly tricked out, so that the very means they took
toplease him made him dislike thern. :
There was one Betsy West,a young woman of excellent

~ “character, and very modest appearance. He.hall sg’:‘:.dom seen
~ her out, as she wasemploved rightand day in waiting o an
aged widowed mother, who was both lameé and blind. rI.} is
. good girl was indeed alnlost truly eyes afid feet to her help-
less parent, and Mr. Stéck used to sce her through the little
casement window, lifting her up aiid feeding her with a ten-
derness which -greatly raised his esteem for her. Heused to
© tell Will Simpson;  as thiey sat at work, that such a dutiful
& ‘daughter could hardly fail' to make 4 faithful wife.. He had
. not, however, the heart to try to draw her off from h care
- of her sick mother. ‘The poor woman declined very fast.
. Betsy was much ‘emploved in reading or praying by her
- while she was awake, and passed good part of the night
; while she slept, in doing some fine works to sell in order to
. supply her sick mother with little niceties which their poor

pittance could mot attord, while she herself lived on a crust,

M. Stock knew that Betsy would have little or nothing
- after her mother’s death, as she had only a lifeincome. On
. the other hand Mr. Thompson, the tanner, had offered him
~ two hundred pounds with his daughter Nancy—but he was
 almost sorty that he had not in this ¢ase an onportunity of
~resisting his nataral bias, which rather lay on the side of
W‘lovmg money : for, said he, putting principle, and putiing af:
- fection out of the question, [ shalt do a more prudent thing
. ;.,::;-’by marrying Betsy West, who will conform to her station,
‘ _'}f‘.:‘j;fa.nd 159 religious, humble, industrious girly withont a shil-
S _;‘iﬂmg, than by having an idle, dressy. lass, who will neglect
My family, and fill my house with company, though she

%\}h?&u]d have twice the fortune which NancyThompson would
~ bring. y 3

i At.length poor old Mrs. West was released from all her
sufferings. At a proper time Mr. Stock proposed mari‘iagc

fo Betsy, and was accepted. Al the disapporited girls in the
town wondered what any body could see in such a dowdy as
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B that. Had the man no eyes ? Thev thou htM!. St’ock hac'ﬂ
| had more taste. -Oh | how it did pxovoke all theivain idle
thitgs to find, that staying at home, dxessmg plainly, scrv.-
ng God, :md nursing a2 blind moiher, should dn that for
Betsy West, which all their (ontuvances, ﬂauntmg, and

dancing, coud not do for them, ‘ '

He was not disappointed of meeting With a good wife n
Betsy, as indeed those whesmarry -on right -grounds seldom
ALy But if religious persons will, for the'sake of :money,
chuse partners for life who have no religion, do not let them
complain that they are unhappy —they mlght have known
that befor cnand .

Tommy Williams was now t‘a‘x'en home- to- Stock’s house

and bound anpx eatice. ke was 2always kind and attentive to
his mother; and every penny which® Will. Simpson or his
mister gave him for learning a chapter, he would save to
~buy a bit of tea and sugar for her. When the other boys
iauv’lc at him for bemfr so foolish as to deny himself cakes
an: l apples, to give his money to her who was so bad a wo-
man, he would answer, It may beso, but she is nry mother
for a‘] that. 4 x

Mr. Stock was much moved at the change in this boy,
swho turned ont a very good youth, - He resolved, as God
should prosper i, that he would try to snatch other help-
icss creatures fiom sin and ruin.  For, said he, it is owing
to God’s blessing on the instructions of my good minister

avhen § was a child, that I have been-saved from the broad
way of destruction. He still gave God the glory of every
ﬂung he did aright, and when Will Simpson one day said to
him, Master, I wish I were half as good as you are -Hold,
William, answered he gravely, I once read 1aa book iwz
the devil is willing enough we should appear to do- good ac-
tions, if he can but make us proud of them.

But we must not forget our other old acquaintance, Mr.
Stock’s fellow-’prentice.” So you may expect a full accoun:
«of the many tricks and frolics of xdle Jack Brown n the fol

Jowing par L
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PART 1T

][ G- AV a Httle ‘aedunt of Jack Brown and his wild tricks
in the first patt of this history, from which 1 dare say you

. expect”to! héar o’ reat good of him, The second part
 shewed ‘hoW'JTihiés’%t’ock', from a parish apprentice, became

~ atop shoemaker. You 'shall now hear what befel idle Jack,

bo
> .Q?
ot i)

* who being'a farmer’s son, had many advantages to begin life
with, - Bat he who wants prudence, may be said' to want

fcounteorinits o i
c Jack :Brown ‘'was just out of his time when his master
. " Williams died in that terrible drunken fit at the Grevhound.
You Know already how Stock succeeded to his master’s bu-
siness;-and prospered in it.  Jack wished very much to enter
into partnership with him. His father and mother teo weie
desirous of it, and offered to advancea hundred pounds with
him. » Here is a fresh proof of the power of a good charac-
teri! The old farmer, with all his covetousness, was eager
_ toget his'son into partnership with Stock, though the latter
~ 'was not worth a shilling, and even Jack’s mother, with all
- her pride, was eager for it, for they had both sense enough
' toseeit would be the making of Jack. The fadier knew
w’;ghat Stock would look to the main chance ; and the mother
a,";iihaf he would take the labouring oar, and so her darling
- would have little to do. |
" Stock, however, young as he was, was too old 2 bird to
e caught with chaff. His wisdom was an overmatch for
- their cunning. He had a kindness for Brown, but would on
. © me account enter into business with him. One of these
~ three things, said he, I am sure will happen if I do—-he will
- either hurt my principles, my character, or my trade—per-
H ps all. And here, by-the-bye, let me drop a hint to other
foung men who are about to enter into partnership. Let
them not do that in hastz which they may repent at leisure.
. INext to marriage, it is a tie the hardest to break; and next
%o that is an engagenent which ought to be entered into
ith=" - mosi caution. Many things go to the making such
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a connexion, suitable, safe, and lcasant There 1s many a

vich man need not be aboxm talxmg a hint in this respect from

James Stock the shoemaker.

Brown was still unwilling to parf.from him, indeed- he

vas too 1dle to look outfor business, so he offered Stock to
.m ork with him as a journeyman; but this healso mildly fe-
fused.’ Tt huart his good-nature to do s9; bat he, reflected
‘that a young man VV%]O has, his way tg, make in the world,
‘must not only be & ood-mtulel he must; be. pxqaent also, I
am resolved, bald e, toemploy none, but the most sober,
vegular vounvmm Ican oct. Iyil commumcatmns.corrupt
"good manness, and I should be answerable for all the disor-
_ders of iny own house, if 1 knowingly took a wild drinking
young fellow into it.  That which might be kindness to
nE, W ould be mJustrce to many, and thelefoxe a s inimy-
self. L i o b 1534
~ Brown’s mother was ina gleat ragc when she heaud that
her son had stooped so low as. to make this offer.m=—=She
thought pride was a g;anJ thing. = Poor woman ! she did
not kiow that 1t is the meanest thmg 1n the world. « It was
her ignorance which made her. proud, asis apt to be, fhe case.
You' mean-spirited rascal, said she to Jack, I had vather fol-
Jow you to the grave, as well as I love vou, than see you
disgrace your famlly by working under Jem Stock, the pa-
1sh apprentice.’. She forgot already. what pains. shis: had
taken about the partnership, but pride and passion have a bad
memory. 4

It 1s hard to say which was now uppermost in her mind,
her desire to be revenged on Stock, or to see her son lmake |

a figure. She raised every shilling she could get from/hcf Ry

husband, and all she could crib from the dairy to set up yack
i a showy way. Sothe very next market- dav she came Im-
“mt and took for him . the new white house, with, the two |

istle: sash Windows painted blue, and blue posts before the | =
door: It is that house which has the Old. Cross-justbefore |
it, as you turn down between the Chuxch and .the Grey-
bound. ' 1t’s 'being s6 riear the c‘n C%l ta. be sure was no re- |
commendation 't jv‘ k, but it’s being so, near the Grev- |
hound was; and so taking “onc thing \Vlfh the otheryiit was, |
to be sure no bad situation, but Wh'lt e ghed most: with the |
nother was, that it was a _much mory ““owy alyor- " h §
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Stock’s, and the house, though not half'so convenient, was

In order to draw custom)” his foolish' mother advised him
to undersell his neighboursjust at first’; 'to 'buy ordinary but
showy goods, and employ cheap workmen. ' In short, she
charged him to leave no stone unturned to ruin his old com-
rade’ Stock: " ‘Indeed she always thought with’ double’ satis-
faction of Jack’s prosperity, becauseshealways joined to it
the hope that ‘his suceess ‘would bé the ruin of Stock, fo
she owred' it would 'be the joy of her heait to bring tha
proud ‘upstart to'a morgel of bread. She'did not understan
for her part, why’ su¢h beggars' must become tradesmen, it
was making a velvet purse of a sow’s ear.

Stock, however, set out on’quite another set of principles.
He did not always allow himsecu to square his cwn behavi-
our to others by their’s to him. "He seldom asked himsels
what he should /ike to do—but he had a mighty way of say-
ing, I wonder now what is my duty todo? And when Le
was once clear in that matter he generally did it, alwavys
begging God’s blessing and direction.  So instead of setting
Brown at defiance—instead of all that vulgar selfishness, of
catch he that catch can—and two of a trade can never ag ,
—he resolved to be friendly towards him. Instead>fory - |
g in the laugh against Brown for making his house sa fine,
he was sorry for him, because he feared he would never be
able to pay such arent. So he very kindly called vpon him
told him there was business enough for them both, and oave
him many useful hints for his going on. He-warned him
to go oftener to church and seldomer to the Greyhound ; put |
him in mind how following the one and forsaking the other |
had been the ruin of their poor master,and added the follew

ing
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Advice to young Tradesmen.

Buy the best goods; cut the work out yourself ; let the
eye” of the master be every where; employ the soberest}
men ; avoid ali the low deceit of trade ; never lower theeredic §
of another to raise your own—make short payments—keep i
F¥act accounts ; avoid idle company, and be very strict ¢o
your word, S |
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 For 2 short time thmgs went on swimmingly. Brown
was merry and civil. ' The ShOp was well situated for gos-

-sipi; and every ope who had samething to say, and nothing

to do, ‘W as, welcome., ‘ Evuy 1dle stply was first spread, and
every idle song first sung in Brown’s shop. Every customer
~who came to be measured was pxomised that his shoes should
‘be done first.. But the misfortane was, if twenty camc in

a day, fhe same promise was made to all, so. that nincteen

_were (.lsaopomted and: of course affxonted He never said
No to any one. . [t.is indeed a word which it requires soni

honesty. to pronpunce. By all these, false promises he was |

fhought the most obhmmr fellow that ever made a shoe.—-

And as he set out.on the pimuple of under-selling, pcOple |
took a mighty fancy to the Cheap Shop. And it was agreed |

among all the young anl giddy, that he would beat Stock
hollow, and that the old"shop would besoon knocked up.

All is not Gold that glistens. -

After a few months, however, folks began to be not quitc

%o fond of the Cheap Shop—one found out that the leather |
was bad, another thdt the work was shght, Those who |

Jiked substdntml goods, went all of ths.m to Stock’s, for
they said Brown’s ‘heel taps did not last a week—his new
boots let in water, and they believed he made his soles of

‘brown paper : besides it was thougnt by most, that his pro-

misiag all, as‘d keepimg his word with none, hurt his bus.
HESS 2s chl s any thing. Indeed, I question, puttmg re-
ligion cut of the' question, 1if lying ever answers in the long 1g
run. | | |

Brown had what is commonly called ‘a good heart,’—
that 1s, he had a thoughtiess gc*od pnature, and a sort of fee
ing for the moment, w shich made himseem SOTTY Wilen ot’xc

were in trouble. - But he was not apt to put himself to any|
inconvenience, nor to go a step out of hns way, nor give up |

any pmdsuzc to serve the best friend he had. He lovedleh i 8

and those who do should alw ays see that is be harmlesss, and |

thi ’*they do not give up more for it than it is worth. 1 am y

rot going to say a word against innocent merriment. I like@

bt 4

~

e

i myself. But what the Proverb says of gold, may be said §
¢f mirth, it may be bought too dear. If a young man finds |
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¢hat what he fancies isa good j‘oke, may  possibly offend
God, hutt his,negighbouy, afflict his parent, or make a mo-
dest gfi‘g.,b}ugoh,u.thqt_;, let him be assured it is not fun but
wickedness, and hie had better letat alone. 42
Jack. Biown then, as ‘good a heart’ as he had, did not
know what it was to deny himsclf; any thing. e was 5o
gaodr?)zatzt-r"c«d indeed, that he never in his life refused te make
one of.a jolly set ; ‘[’UF})Q was not good-natured enough to
congx’jﬁlqr‘lchat those men whom .he kept up all night roaring
and I&U‘ghinv, had wives and children at home, who had lt-

) :
tle to eat, and less to wear, because they were keeping up the

4

~ character of merry. fellows. at the public-house.
bois oo U The Mountebank.
One day he saw his father’s plow-boy come galloping up
% tohis ddor in great haste. This boy brought Brown word
! ‘that his motliér was dangerously ill, and that his father had
© sent his own best bay mare, Smiler, that his son might lgse
no time, but “set ‘out directly to see his mother before she
L died.  Jack burst into tears, lamenting the danger of so ford
.2 mother, and all the people in the shop extolled his good
{ heart.' : :
He sent back’ the boy directly, with a message that he
i would follow Kim'in half an hour, as soon as the mare had
‘baited, for he well knew that his father would not thank
iim for any haste he might make, if Smiler was hurt. ‘
Jack accordingly set off, and rode with such speed to the
i next town, that both himsaif and Siniler had a mind to an-
other bait, 'They stopped at the Star, -unluckily it was
air-day, and as he was walking about while Smiler was
fating her oats, a bill was put into his hand, setting forth,
‘that on a stage opposite the Globe, a Mountchank was
shewing away, and his Andrew performing the finest tricks
that were ever seen. He read—he stood still—he went of— -
Lt will not hinder me, says he,Smiler must rest, and I shall see
My poor dear mother quite as soon if I just take apecp, as
if 1 sit moping at the Star. e
@ The tricks were so merry, that the time seemed shert, and
when they were over, he could not-forbear going into the
lobe and treating these choice fellows with a bowl of punch,
—Just as they were taking the last glass, Jack happened to
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. his journey. - He was obhgw to leave his watch and.s hu
“br Cl\ks ' pawn for a hittle old hack which was nothing but [¥
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say that he was the best fivey plaver in the country That
Iuckv said the Andretw, fof t]me i a fdmous match now

: phymg mn the court, and you' nm\ never agam have such 2

oppojtunity to Qhow vour skill Brown declared he cou’d
not, stay, for he had left h:s hmbc at the Sear, "and Must s
off on urgent busmess. 'T'héy now all pr“tm ded to call hi;
skill i question.  This roused his pride;and  he thoughf
another half hour could break nosquares. © Smiler had now
had a good feed of corn, and he would on!v have to push he,
on a little more : so to it he went, 77 JEEEEL D

Hewon the fﬂ»t game.  1'his spurred hxm on ; and he
played ull it was so dark the\* could not see a ball. “Anothe
bow! was called for from the winner., W agers and bets now
érzuned Brown not only of all the money he had won, bu
aii he had in hs pod\u so that he was obhmd to ask
ave to go to the house where his horse was, to borrow
()n‘}u;rn to discharge hisreckoning at the G1 obe.

ML thede losses brought his poor « dear mothu to his min,
and he marched off with rather a heavy heart to borrow the |
monev, and o ;‘cz Smiler out of the stable. The land-
ford ;xp.essed muck suiprise at seeing him, and the ostler |
declared there was no Smiler there, that he had been rode of |
rwo hours ago by -the M"rr" .:yndxcw who said he came
by order of the owner, Mr. Brown, to fetch him to the
Globe, and to pay for his feed. It was indead one of the
nicarest tiicks the Andrew ever Dufmmcd for he made such
a cleaut conve yance of bmxlel that weuhu JdCK noi his fu- §
ther ever I:ca.& of her ag ¥

It was night: no dite csu]} tell what road the Andrew |
took; and it was another hour or two. before an advertise-
prent could be drawn up for apprehending the horse-stealer,
]uk had some doubts whether he sl muld 20 on or return

back. He knew that though his father mi; >nt fear his wile
most, yet he loved Smiler l)Cot. At Ie'lrt he. took that &
courage trom a glass of brandy which he ought to h”w*"
taken from a heavy repentance, and he resolved to purs

,‘

skinandsbond, and would har dly trot three miles an hour.w |
HF k 4 at tis father’s door about five in the morning. ‘
The v wereallup.  He asked the boy who opened the 18

deor how 'L':.i; wother was ! Sne s dead, said the boy, s &

L
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Llied - yesterday afternoon.  Here ]gck’s-beart smote him,
and he cried aloud, partly from grief, but more from the
reproaches of his own conscience, for .he found by com-
puting the hours, that }.‘12:4.1 he‘come straxght}pgn, he shou!g‘.
" have been in time to receive his mother’s blessing.
& The farmer now calted from within, I hear Souler’s step.
:/"?;_ S ]‘ack come?’—Ycs, {ather, said Jack, in a }ow vofce;—-—'—‘-‘
W¥'Then, cried the Farmer, run every manand boy of you,
"and take cave of the mare. Tom, do thou go and rub her
Wiown; Jem, run and get hera good feed of corn, . Besure
walk hier about that she may not catch coldi Young Brown
came m. . Are you not an undutiful dog? said the father—
you might have been here twelye hours ago.  Your mother
sould not die in peace without seeing you.. She said it was
) cruel return for all her fondness that you could not make a
ittle haste to see her—-but it was always so, for she had
ronged her otheér childien to help you, and this was her
ward, Brown sebbed out a few words, but hi father re=
ied, Never cry, Jack, for the boy told me that it was out of
gard for Smiler that you were not here as soon as he was,
d 1f ’twas your over care of her, why there’s no great
irm done. - You could not have saved your poor mother,
ind you might have hurt the mare. Here Jack’s double
fuilc flew mto his face.  He knew that his father was very
yvetous, and had lived on bad terms with his wife: and
that his own unkindness to her had béen forgiven by
itm out of love to the horse—but to break to him how he
d lost that horse through his own folly and want of feel-
g, was more than Jack bad courage to do. 'T'he old man,
iwever, soon got at the truth, and no words can describe
R ';fur';v.. Forgetting that his wife lay dead above stairs, he-
Buiscd his somin a way not fit to be repeated ; and though
covetousness had just before found an excuse for a fa-
jic son neglecting to visit a (1ying parent, ye_t he now
: ed his rage against Jack as an unnatural brute, whom he
Whuld cut off with a shilling, and bade him never sce his
kace again. : el
,ck was not allowed to attend his mother’s funeral,
1 h was a real grief to him; nor would his father ada:
ghice even the little money. which was needful to redeem.
MEhings at the Smf: Heﬁacd- now po fend mother 1o ase
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sist him, and he set out on his return home on his borrowed
- hack, full of grief. He had the added mortification of
knowing, that he had also lost by his folly, a little hoard of
money which his mother had saved up for him.

 When Brown got back to his own town, he found that
the story of Smiler and the Andrew had got thither before
him, and it was thought a very good joke at the Greyhound,
He soon recovered his spirits as far as related to the horse,
but as_to his behavior to his dying mother, it troubled him |
at times to the last day of his life, though he did all he
could to forget it. He did not however go on at all bet-
ter, nor did he engage in one frolic the less for what had
passed at the Globe: his good heart continually betraying
him into acts of levity and vanity.

Jack began at length to feel the reverse of that proverb—
Keep your shop, and your shop will keep you. He had |
neglected his customers, and they forsook him. Quartcr-
day came round—there was much to pay and lttle to re- |
ceive. He owed two years rent. He was in arrears to s
men for wages. He had a long account with his curner.—
1t was in vain to apply to his father. He had now no mo-
ther. Stock was the only true friend he had in the wotld, §
and had helped him out of many petty scrapes, but he knew
Stock would advance no monev in so hopeless a case.——
Duns came fast about him. He named- a speedy day for §
payment, but as soon as they were out of the house, and
the danger put off to a little distance, he forgot every pro-;
mise, was as merry as ever, and run the very same round ?f.
thoughtless gaiety. W henever he was in trouble, Stock
did not shun him, because that was the moment he thopgh{ 4
to throw in a little goed advice. He onc day asked lumip
he always intended to go on in this course? No—said h
i am resolved by-and-by to reform, grow sober, and got
church. - Why, I am but five and twenty, man, I’m stoVg
and healthy, and likely to live long I can repent, a“d':;
grow melancholy and good at any thnge il 3

‘Oh Jack, said Stock, don’t cheat thyself with that {33; |
hope. What thou dost intend to do, do quickly. D‘ -
thou never read about the heart growing hardened by IOj;‘S- ]
indulgence in sin? Some folks who pretend to mean “l'“::*;,'f
show that they mean nothing at all, by never beginning |
put their good resolutions into practice ; which made 2 ¥
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‘man once say, that hell is paved with geod intentions.— -
“We cannot repent when we please. It is the goodness of
'(30d which leadeth to repentance. :
* Michelmas-dav was at hand. The landlord declarefl h.c
twould be put off no longer, but would seize for rent if it
" was not paid him on that day, as well as for a considerable
Scum due to him for leather. Brownnow began to l.)e,much
Bfiightened. He applied to Stock to be bound for him.
¥ his Stock flatly refused. Brown now began to dread the
“horrofs of a jail, and really seemed so very contrite, and
made so many vows and. promises of amendment, that at
ngth Stock was prevailed on, together with two or three
of Brown’s other friends, to advance each a small sum of
money o quiet the landlord. Brown promising to. make
pver to them every part of his stock, and to be guided in
tuture by their advice, declaring that he would turn over a
w leaf, and follow Stock’s example, as well as his direc-
on in every thing. |
Stock’s good nature was at last wrought upon, and he
1sed the money. The truth is, he did not know the worst,
or how deeply Brown was then involved. Brown jey-
lly set out on the very quarter-day to a town at some dis-
nce to carry his landlord the money, raised by the impru-
nt kindness of his friend. At his departure Stock put
i1 mind of the old story of Smiler and the merry An-
ew, and he promised of his own head, that he would net
n call at a public house till he had paid the money.
le ‘was as good as his word. He very triumphantly
sed by several. He stopped a little under the window ef
where the sounds of merriment andloud laughter caught
ear. At another he heard the enticing nntes of a fiddle
the light heels of the merry dancers. Here his heart
well-nigh failed him, but the dread of a jail on the one
d, and what he feared almost as much, Mr. Stock’s an-
on the other, spurred him on, and he valued himself not
ttle at having got the better of this temptation. He felt
Jite happy when he found he had reached the door of his
mdlord, without having yielded to. one idle inclination.
il knocked at the door.  The maid who opencd it, said
MEE master was.not at home. [ am sorry for ity said v
ARMltting about, and with gw"boasting ay, he took outlu
. O :
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money. 1 want to pay him my rent—he need not have
been afraid of me. The servant, who knew her master was
very much afraid of him, desired him to walk in, for he
master would be at home in half an hour. I will call again |-
said he; but no, let him call on me, and the sooner the bet. ©
ter : 1 shall he at the Blue Posts. 'While he had been talking
he took care to open the black leather case, and to display &
the Bank-bills to the servant, and then, in a swaggering =
way, he put up his money and marched off to the. Blu:/"
Posts. :
He was by this time quite proud of his own resolution, =
and having tendered the money, and being clear in his ow; 8
mind that it was the landlord’s own fault and not his, thati =
was not paid, he went to refresh himself at the Blue Posts:
in a barn belonging to the public-house, some strollers were,
just going to perform some of that sing-song ribaldry b
which our villages are corrupted, the laws broken, and thu "
money is drawn from the poor for pleasure, which s wan.{
ed by their families for bread. The name of the last ner”
song which made part of the entertainment, made him thinl =
himself in high luck, that he should have just that hafs
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-hour to spare. He went mnto the barn, but was too mue
delighted with the actor, who sung his favorite song t{;’.i
remain a quiet hearer. He leaped out of the pit, and gis
behind the two ragged blankets which served for a curtaf s

He sung so much better than the actors themselves, th}

they praised and admired him to a degree which awaken: ;

all his vanity. He was so intoxicated with_their flattej§8

that he could do no less than invite them all to supper i
invitation which they were too hungry not to accept. 1
. He did not, however, quite forget his appointment W8

his landlord; but the half hour was long since past by
And so, says he, as I'know he is a mean curmudgeon, ¥ 1
goes.to bed, I suppose, by day-light to save candle, it “g
be tao late to speak with him to-night—besides, let himiEe
“upon me, it is his business and not mine. I left word Wit
{ was to be found, the money is ready, and if 1 don’t pay s =
to-night, T can do it before breakfast. 3
- By the time these firm resolutions were made, supp®!

peady.  There never was a more jolly evening. Ale VIS8
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fpunch were as p‘i’enty as water. The actors saw \_’vhat, a vam
fellow was feasting them ; and as they wanted victuals, and
he wanted flattery, the business was soon settled.  They
ate, and Brown sung. :They pretended to be in raptures.—
Singing promoted drinking, and every fresh glass produced
a song, or a story still more merry than the former. Betore ,
'morning those who were enga‘ged to act in anothe.r barn a
‘dozen miles off, stole away qu}etly. Brown having dropt |
asleep, they left him to finisk his nap by himself: as to him
is dreams were gay and pleasant, and the house being quite
'still, he slept comfortably till morning. :
' Assoon as he had breakfasted, the business of the night
'before popped into his head. He set off once more to his
‘landlord’s in high spirits, gaily singing by the way scraps of
" all the tunes he had picked up the night before from his new
“friends. The landlord opened the door himself, and re-
proached him with no small surliness for not having kept his
word with him the evening before, adding, that he sup-
posed he was come now with some more of his shallow ex-
“cuses. Brown put on all that haughtiness which is com-
non to people who are generally apt to be in the wrong,
hen they catch themselves doing a right action, and he
ooked big, as some sort of people do when they have mo-
ey to pay. You need not have been so anxious about your
money, said he, I was not going to'break or run away.—
he landlord knew this was the common language of those
ho are ready to do both. Brown baughtily added, You
all see I am a man of my word; give me areceipt. The
adlord had it ready, and gave it him.
Brown put his hand in his pocket for his black leather
ase in which the bills were—he felt, he searched, he ex-
amined, first one pocket, then the other, then both waist-
Coat pockets, but no leather case could he find. He looked
rnﬁf:'d. It was the tace of real terror, but the landlord
‘onceived it to be that of guilt, and abused him heartily for
putting his old tricks upon him-—he swore he would not be

up_osed upon any lenger, the monéy or a jail, there lay his
¢ OICC. y ! 1 3 ; k:

* Brown protested for once with great truth, that he had
> Intention to deceive—declared that he had actually
ought the money, and knew not what was become of it,
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‘but the thing was far too unlikely to gain credit.  Brows |

now called to mind that he had fallen asleep on the settle i

the room where they had supped. This raised his spirits; |
for he had no doubt but the case had fallen out of his pocke: |
— he said he would step to the public-house and seaich for |

. it, and would be back directly. Not one word of this did

the landlord believe, so inconvenient is it to have a bad cha. |
racter. He swore Brown should not stir out of his house |
without a constable, and made him wait while he sent for i
one. Brown, guarded by the constable, went back to the |
. Blue Posts, the landlord charging the officer not to lose §

sight of the culprit. The caution was needless, Brown had

M
I

>
~

A

-
»

L

not the least design of ranning away, so firmly persuaded

was he that he should find his leather case.

But who can paint his dismay, when no tale or tidings of §
the leather case could be had ? The master, the mistress, the &

boy, and the maid of the public-house, all protested they

were innocent. His suspicions soon, fell on the strollers, §
with whom he had passed the night—and now he found ou "
for the first time, that a merry evening did not always pio- ¢
duce a happy morning. He obtained a warrant, and pro-§

per officers were sent.In pursuit of the strollers.. No onf
however, believed he had really lost any thing-—and as h¢ &

~ had not a shilling lefr to defray the expensive tieat he hail§
_ given, the master of the inn agreed with the other landlon
in thinking this story was a trick to defraud them both, ani}
Brown remained in close custody. Atlength the officer
returned, who said they had been obliged to let the strolles@
o, as they could not fix the charge on any one, and they 8
ad all offered to swear before a justice, that they had sct'f
nothing of the leather case. It was at length agreed that s
he had passed the evening in a crowded barn, he had prop2
bably been robbed there it at all, and among so many who
could pretend to guess at the thief ? ' |
Brown raved like a madman, he cried, tore his hair, aw
<aid he was ruined for ever. The abusive Janguage of b
‘old landlord, and his new creditor at the Blue Posts, did no
lighten his sorrow. His landlord would be put oft no longe!l &
Brown declared he could neither find bail nor raise anoth(“;
shilling, and as soon as the forms of law were made oub I

was sent to the county jail,
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" Here it might have been expected that hard living and
" such leisure would have brought him to reflect a little on
~ his past follies. But his heart. was not truly touched. 'I.‘he
' chief thing which grieved him at ﬁrsj: was, his having
" .bused the kindness of Stock, for to him he should appear
guilty of real fraud, where bq had mdeed been only vain,
idle, and imprudent. Apd it 1s worth while hgre to remark
that vanity, idleness, and lmprude.nce, often bring a 1nan to
ruin both soul and body, though silly people d o not put them
" into the catalogue of heavy sins, and those who mdulgc n
them, are often reckoned honest merry fellows, with good
earts. :
I wish I had room to tell myv readers what befel Jack in
s present doleful habitation, and what became of him af-
. terwards. I promise them however that they shall cer-
'~ tainly know the first of next month, when I hope they will
" not forget to inquire for the Fourth Part of the Shoemakers,
~or Jack Brown 1n prison. ‘

EARTLAY,
JACK BROWN 1n PRISON.

HOPE the reader has not forgotten where the third
rt of this history left off last month. It finished with an
count how Jack Brown, by keeping idle company when

should have been paying his debts was robbed of his
cket-book while he was asleep on the settle at the Blue
osts. It was also told hew the landlord, not believing one
- word of his story, sent him to prison fordebts long due to

;Brown was no soonerlodged in his doleful habitation, and
little recovered from  his first surprise, when he sat down
. @id wrote to his friend Stock the whole history of the transe
~action. Mr.. Stock, who had long known the exceedin

- Mghitness and dissipation of his mind, did not so utterly dis-
the story as all the other craditors dids To speak
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the truth, Stock was the only one among them who hag |
good sense enough to know, that a man may be comipletely §
ruined, both in what relates to his property and his soul,
without committing Old Bailey erimes, He well knew tha: |
‘idleness, vanity, and the love of pleasure, as it is falsely |
called, will bring a man to a morsel of bread, as surcly s
those .things which are reckoned much greater sing ; and that B
they undermine his principles as certainly, though not per. |
haps quite so fast. , TR .
~ Stock was too angry, with what had happened to answe: |
Brown’s letter, orto seem to take the least notice of him.— |
However, he kindly and secretly undertook a journey to the |
hard-hearted old Yarmer, Brown’s father, to intercede wid
him, and see if he would do any thing for hisson, Stock
did not pretend to excuse Jack, or even to lessen his of-
fences, for it was a rule of his never to disguise truth, or to
palliate wickedness. Sin was still sin in his eyes, though i
were ecommitted by his best friend—but though he woull g8
not soften the sin, he felt tenderly for the sinner. He plead:! 8
with the ald Farmer on the ¢round, that his son’s idlencs 8
and other bad-vices, would gatherfresh strength in a jal B8
He told hum, that the loose and worthless company which
he would there keep, would harden him in vice, and if e
was now wicked, he might there become irreclaimable,
But all his pleas; was urged in, vain. ;. The Farmer wa 8
not to be moved. ‘Indecd, he argued with some justic,
that he ought not te make his industrious children beggan
‘to save one rogue from the 'gallows. - Mr. Stock alowel
the force of his reasoning, though he saw the fathér wa
less influenced by this  principle of justice-than: by reseu
ment on account of the old story of Smiler.  People, -
deed, should take care that what appearsin their condud =
‘to proceed from justice,:does not really proceed: from 1
yenge. Wiser men «thanc Farmer Brown often idecer
~ themselves, and tancy they act on better principles than t'.hey
really do, for want of looking a lirtle: more closely 100
their own hearts, and putting down every action to its tf
motive,  When we are praying against deceit, we shou’|
" not forget totake self-deceit into the'agcount, . /.
~ M. Stock at length wrote to peor Jack—-not to offer '}
any help, that was quite out of the question, but to exho
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him to repent of his evil ways, to lay before him thie sins
of his past life, and to advise him to convert the preseat pu-
nishment into a benefit, by humbling himself before God.
He offered his interest to get his place’ of confinement ex-
changed for-one ai those improved prisons, where solitude
and labour have been made the happy instruments of bring-
ing many to a better way ef thinking, and ended by saying,
that if he ever gave any sohd signs of real amendment, he
would still be his friend in spite of allthat was past.

If Mr. Stock had sent him a goed sum of money to pro=
cure his liberty, or even a trifie to make merry with his
wretched rompanions, Jack would have thought hin a
friend indeed. But to send him nothing but dry advice, and
a few words of empty comfort, was, he thouglt, buta
theap shabby way of shewing his kindness. Unluckily the
letter came just as he was going to sit down to one of those
direful merry -makings which are often carried on with bru-
tal riot withm the doleful walls of a jail, on the entrance of
a_new prisoner, who is often expected to give feasts to the
oSt . ‘ Rty

When his companions were heated with; gin, Now, said
fack, I’ll treat you with a sermon, and a very pretty preach-
ment it is. - So saying, he took out Mr. Stock’s kind and
pious letter, and was delighted at the bursts of laughter it
produced. 'What a canting dog, said one! Repentance,
indeed ! cried Tom Crew; No, no, Jack, tell this hypo-
crical rogue, that if we have lost our liberty, 1t 1s only for
having been jolly, hearty felloews, and we have more spirt
t}m:n to repent of that I hope—all the harm we have done, is,
~ living a little too fast, like honest bucks as we are. . Aye,
| aye, said Jolly George, had we been such'sncaking miserly
 fellows as Stock, we need not have come -hither. ! But if
| the ill-nature of the laws has been so cruelas to clap up.such
: ﬁl}‘« _heax:ty blades, we are no FELoNs however. We.are

airaid of no Jack Ketch; and [ see no’cause: to repent of
any sin, that’s net a hanging matter.  As to those who are
thrust into the condemned hole indeed, and have but a few
hours to live, they must see the parson, and hear a sermon,
- andssuch stuff, . But I donot know ' what such stout young
3 f; lows as we are have to do with repentance. And so Jack,

LS
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let us have that rare new catch which you learnt of the |
strollers that merry night when you lost your pocket-book. |
Brown soon gave a fresh proofof thé power of evil com.

" pany, and of the quick progress of the heart of a sinner from |
bad to worse. Brown, who always wanted principle, soon
grew to want feeling also. He joined in the laugh which |
was raised against Steck, and told many ¢ good stories,” as
they were called, in derision of the piety, sobriety, and self- R
denial of his old friend. He lost every day somewhat of |
those small remains of shame and decency which he had 1

breught with him to the prison. He even grew reconciled
to this wretched way of life, and the want of money seemed
to him the heaviest evil in the life of a jail.

Mr. Stock finding from the gaoler, that his letter had
been treated with ridicule, would not write to him any
more. He did not come to see him nor send him any as-
sistance, thinking it right to let him suffer that want which
his vices had brought upon him. But, as he still hoped that
the time might come when he might be brought to a sense
of his own evil courses, he continued to have an eye upon
him by means of the gaoler, who was an honest kind-hearted
man. ' /
~ Brown spent one part of his time in thoughtless riot, and =
the other in gloom and sadness. Company kept up his spi- =
rits, with his new friends he contrived to drown thought:
but when he was alone, he began to find that ¢a merry
fellow,” when deprived of his companions and his liquor,
is often a most forlorn wretch. Then it is, thateven a merry |
fellow says of laughter, ¢ What is it? and of mirth, itis [
madness.’ - | | :
; As he contrived, liowever to be as little alone as pos-

sible, his galety was commonly uppermost, till that loaths

some distemper, called the Jail Fever, broke out in the pri-
son. ' ‘Tom Crew, the ringleader in all their evil practices,
“was scized first with it.  Jack staid a little while with his
comrade to assist and divert him, but of assistance he could
give little, and the very thought of diversion wasnow turned

;,‘3.\-
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into horror. He soon caught the distemper, and that inso |
‘dreadful a degree, that his life wasin great danger. Of those '*i
‘who remained in health, not 1 soul came fiear him, though

*
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" ¢ had shared his last farthing with them. He had just
' sense enough to feel this cruelty. Poor fellow ! he did not
know before that the friendship of the worldly is at an end
when there is no more drink or diversion to be had.

He lay in the most dep'orable coadition ; his body tor-
mented with-a dreadful disease, and Lis soul terrified and
amazed at the approach of death: that death which he
~ thought at so great a distance, and of which his comrades
" had assured him, that a voung fellow of five and twenty
. was inno danger. . ; |
= Poor Jack! I cannot help feeling for him. Without a
* shilling ! withouta friend ! without one comfort respecting

i

hope respecting the next |
Let not the young rcader fancy that Brown’s misery arose
. entirely from his altcred circumstances. It was not merely
" his being in want, and sick, and in a prison, which made
his condition so desperate. Many an honest man unjustly
~ accused, many a persecuteq saint, many a holy Martyr has
~ enjoyed sometimes more peace and content 1 a prison, than
+ wicked men have ever tasted in the height of their prosperity.
~ But to any such comforts poer Jackhad deft himself noright.
A christian filend generally comes forward at the very
- time when worldly friends forsake the wretched. The other
prisoners would net come near Brown, though he had often
entertained and never offended them, even his own father
~ was not moved with his sad condition. When Mr. Stock
- informed him of it, he answered, ’tis no more than he de-
- serves. As he Drews so he must bake—he has madeliis own
 bed, and let him lie in it. The bhard old man had ever at
his tongue’s end, some proverb of hardness or fi ugality,
which he contrived to turnin such a way as to excuse himself,
. W’e'shalln(.)w see how Mr, Siock behaved. He had his
Ta.vo.unte sayings too, but they were chiefly on the side of
- kindness, mercy, orsome other virtue. I must not, said he,
pretend to call myselfa Christian, if T do not requite evil
with good : when he received the gaoler’s letter with the ac-
count of Brown’s sad condition, Will Siwpson and Tommy
- Wailliams began to compliment him on his own wisdom and
gudenee, by which he had escaped Brown’s misfortuncs,«—
(Ee only eravely said, Blessed be God that I am not in the

0 this world, and, what is far more terrible, without one-
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same misery. Itis HE who has made us to differ. But for
his grace [ might have been in no better condition. Now |
' Brown is brought low by the hand of God, it is my time to |
visit him.—What you said, Will, whom he cheated of your |
money *—This is not a time to remember injuries; said Mr.
Stock.  How can I ask forgiveness for my own sins, if [
withhold forgiveness from him? So saying, he ordered his
horse, and set off to see poor Jack, thus proving that his
was a religion, not of. words, but of deeds.
Stock’s heart nearly failed him as he passed through the |
prison. The groans of the sick and dying, and what, to such |
a heart as his was stll more moving, the brutal merriment |
of the healthy in such a place pierced his very soul. Manya |
silent praycr did he put up as he passed along, that God
would yet be pleased to touch their hearts, and that now,
during this infectious sickness, might be the accepted time,
“T'he gaoler observed him drop a tear, and asked the cause.
I cannot forget, said he, that the most dissolute of these men
1s still my fellow-creature. The same God made them, the
same Saviour died for them—hew then can I hate the worst |
of them? With my advantages they might have been much |
better than I am ; without the blessing of God on my good
“Minister’s instructions, I might have been worse than the |
worst of these. [ have no cause for pride, much for thank-
fulness——¢ let us not be high-minded, but fear.” :
- Tt would have moved a heart of stone to have seen poor i
miserable Jack Brown lying on his'wretched bed, his face so 3
changed by pain, poverty, dirt, and sorrow, that he could
hardly be known for that merry soul of a jack-boot, as he
used to be proud to heer himself called. His groans were |
80 piteous that it made Mr. Stock’s heart ach. He kindly |
took him by the hand, though he knew the distemper was |
catching. How do’st do, Jack? said he, do’st know me?— |
‘Brown shook his head, and said faintly, know you? aye, &
that T do. Tam surelhavebutone friend in the world who |
i - would come to see me in this woeful cendition. O James: |
| whathave T brought myself to? What will become of my &
poor soul ? T dare not look back, for'that 1s all sin, nor for-
ward, for that is all misery and woe. : | b
- Mr. Stock spoke kindly to him, but did not attempt ©0 |
cheer him with false comtort, as is too often dones I am
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-~ ashamed to see you in this dirty place, says Brown. As
to the place, Jack, replied the other, if it has helped to
bring you to a sense of your past offences, it will be no bad
place for you. I am heartily sorry for your distress and
your sickness, but 1if it should please God by them to open
your eyes, and to shew you that sin is a greater evil than
the-prison to-which 1t has brought you, all may yet be welk
I had rather see you in this humble, penitent state, lying on
this dirty bed, in this dismal prison, than roaring and riot-
ing at the Greyhound, the king of the company, with
handsome cloaths on your back, and plenty of money in your
pocket. | :
Brown wept bitterly, ahd squeezed his hand, but was too
¢ weak tosay much. Mr. Stock then desired the gaoler to let
~ him have such things as were needful, and he would pay for
' them. He would not leave the poor fellow till he had given
 him with his own hands some broth which the gaoler had
. gotready for him, and some medicines which the doctor liad
. sent, All this kindness cut Brown te the heart.  He was
* Jjustable tosob out, My unnatural father leaves me to perish;
* and my injured friend is more than a father to me. Stock
told him that one proof he must give him ofhis repentanee;
. was, that he must forgive his fathier whose provocation had
been very great. He then said he would leave him for the
present to take some rest, and desired him to lift up his heart
~ to God for mercy.  Dear James, replied Jack, do you pray
. forme., God perhaps-may hear you, but, but he will never
hearthe prayer of such a sinner as I have been. Take care how
- you think so, said Stock, To believe that God cannot for-
. give you would be still a greater sin than anv you have yet
. committed against him. He then explained to him in 3 few
 Words, as.well as he was able, the nature of repentance,
and. forgiveness throughs a: Savior, and warned him earnestly
- aganst ynbelief and hardness of heat. |
= Poor Jack grew much tefreshed in body with the com-
- fortable t})i-ng.s he hadtaken; and a litile cheered with
- Stock’s kindness in coming so far to sce, and-to forgive such
p@ .fo"!om outcast, sick of an infectious distemper,and locked
within the wallsof a prison. Surely, said he to hinself, there
. mustbe some mighty power ina religion which'can lead men
10 do such thin gs! things somuch againstthegrain asto forgive




.. A NI ST AR5 WSS 5, = =

\QS The two Shoemalkers.

an mjury, and to risk catching such a distemper, but hie was
so weak he could not express this in words. He tried to
pray, but he could not—at lengtl:, overpowered with weari.
ness, he fell asleep. : g |
“When Mr. Stock came back, he was surprised to find him
so much better in body—Dbut his agonies of mind were dread-
ful, and he had now got strength to express part of the hor-
rors which he felt.  James, said he, looking wildly, itis all
over with me. [ am a lost creature  Even your prayers |
cannot save me. Dear Jack, replied Mr. Stock, I am no |
minister, 1t does not become me to talk much to thee—but I |
know I may venture to say whatever is in the Bible. As ig-
norant as [ am, 1 shall be safe enough while T stick to that.
~—Avye, said the sick man, you used to be ready enough to
read to me and I would not listen, or if I did, it was only to §
make fun of what [ heard, and now you will not so much |
as read a bit of a chapter to me.
~ This was the very point to which Stock longed to bring
him. Se he took alitile Bible out of his pocket, which e
always carried. with him on a journey, and read slowly verse
by verse, the 55th chapter of [saiah. When he came to the |
6th and Tth verses, poor Jack cried so much, that Stock was
forced to stop. The words were, ¢ Let the wicked man §
forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and
let him turn unto the Loyd.”” Here Brown stopped him, |
saying, Oh, it is too late, too late for me. Let me finish the
verse, saul Stock, and you will see your error, vou will see
tkat it is never too late. So he read on—*¢ Let him return §
unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, and to our
God, and he will abundantly pardon.”” - Here Brown started
‘up, snatched the book out of his hand, and cried cut, Is that [
really there? No, no—that’s of your ewn putting in, in or-
der to comfort me—Ilet me look at the words myself.—No,
indeed, said Stock, I would not for the world give you un- =
founded comfort, or put off any netion of my own for 2
scripture doctrine.—But 1s it possible | cried the sick man, |
that God may really pardon me ? Do’st think he can? Do’st |
think he wilk?—1 am sure of it, said Stock—1 daré not give
thee false hopes, or, indeed, any hopes of my own, But -
these are God’s own words, and the only dificulty is toknow =
when we are really brought into such a state as that the =

“words may beapplied to us. J
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. Mr. Stock was afraid of saying more. He would not.
" venture out of his depth, nor, indeed, was poor Brown able

~ to bear more discourse justnow. So he madehima present
= of the Bible, folding down such places as he thought might
= be best suited to his state, and took his leave, being *obligf‘,d
" ¢0 return home that night. He left a little money with the
" gaoler, to add a few comforts to the allowance of the prison,

' and promised to return in a short time. |

i When he got home, he described the sufferings and

' misery of Brown in a very moving manner; but Tommy
- Williams, instead of being properly affected at it, only said,
- Indeed, master, I am not very sorry—he is rightly served,—
‘How, Tommy, said Mr. Stock, rather sternly, not sorry to

o see a fellow-creature brought to the lowest state of misery
" one too, whom you have known so prosperous !—N o, mase
‘U ter, I can’t say I am, for Mr. Brown used to make fun of

it

"you, and laugh at you for being so godly, and reading your

"'«,’In the first place, you should never watch for the time of a
iman’s being brought low by trouble to tell of his faults —
Next, you should never rejoice at his trouble, but pity -him,
‘and pray for him., Lastly; as to his ridiculing me, for my
dreligion, if T cannot stand an idle jest, I am not worthy the
#®name of a Christian. -¢¢ [e thatis ashamed of me and my.
‘ words’—do’st remember what folloars, Tomnuy P—Yes,
H}]}&gtcr, "twas Jast Sunday’s baxti ot of h‘i:n shall+heé Son of
#¢ Man be ashamed when he shall jadge the world.”
M. Stock soon went hack to the prison.  Burt he did not
oalone. He took with him Mr. Thomas, the worthy nii-
Ister, who had been the guide and mmstructor of his youth,
ho was so kind as to go at his request and visit this forlorn
isoner.  When they got to Brown’s door they found him
itting.up 1n his bed with the Bible in his hand.  This was a
oyful sight to Mr. Stock, who secretly thanked God for it

2fown was reading aloud-—thcy listened, it was the fifteenth
£ St. Luke., :

© : The circumstances of thije beautiful Parable of
_ the Prgdlgal Son, were so much like his own, that the
Iy pierced him to the soy] ; and he stopped cvery minute
> compare his own case with that of the Prodigal.” He was
AHSt got to the cighteenth verse, ¢ I will arise and go to my

Let me say a few words to you, Tommy, said Mr. Stock.

il

..‘g . e
T L e T i Pt



48 fai! he two Shoemakers.

s father'’—at that moment he spied his two friends—joy
darted in his eyes. O dear Jem, said he, it is NoT too late,
I will‘arise and go to my father, my heavenly Father, and
you, Sir, will shew me the way, won’t you ? said he to M1,
Thomas whom he recollected. I am very glad to see vou
in so hopeful a disposition, said the good minister. O,
Sir, said Brown, whata place is this to receive you in ! O,
see to what I have brought myself,

Your condition as to this world, is indeed very low, 1c
plied the good divine. But what are mines, dungeons, o
gallies, to that eternal hopeless prison to which your unre.

pented sins must soon have consigned you? Even in this
gloomy prison, on this bed of straw, worn down by pain,
poverty, and want, forsaken by your worldly friends, an
object” of scorn to those with whom you used to carous
and riot ; yet here, I say, brought thus low, if you have
last found out your own vileness, and your utterly undong
state by sin, you may still be more an object of favori
the sight of God, than when you thought yourself pros-
~ perous, and happy; when the world smiled upon you, and
you passed your days and nights in envied gaiety and unchri.
~ tian riot. If you will but improve the present awful visiz.
- tion; if you do but heartily renounce and abhor your pre
sent evil courses ; if you even now turn to the Lord you
Savior with lively faith, deep repentance, and unfeignel
obedience, 1 shall still have more hope of you than of many
who are going on quite happy, because quite insensible.—
The heavy laden sinner, who has discovered the iniquity o
his own heart, and his utter inability to help himself, niay
be restored to God’s favor, and become happy, thoughn
a dangeon.  And be assured, that-he who from deep and
humble contrition, dares nat so much as to lift his eyes
heaven, when with a hearty faith he sighs out, ¢ Lord be
& merciful to me a sinner,”’ shall in no wise be cast out.
These are the words of him wheo cannot lie. ‘

It is impossible to describe the self-abasement, the gricl;
the joy, the shame, the hope and the fear, which filled the
mind of this poor man, A dawn of comfort at length shon®
on his benighted mind. His humilty and fear of falling
~ back into his former sins, if he should ever recover, M.

- Thomas thought were strong symptoms of a sound repei®

~

|
|
‘ |
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nce. He improved and cherished every good disposition he
1w rising in his heart, and particularly warned him against
If-deceit, self-confidence, and hypocrisy.
One day when Mr. Themas and Mr. Stock came-to see
m, thenyound him more than commonly affected. His
facc, was more gashly pale than usual, and his eyes were
 red with crying.  Oh, Sir, said he, what.a sight h.aye I just
_]ol'ly,(}eorge, as we used to call him, the ring-leader
“ofall our mirth, who was at the bottom of all the fun, and
_thicks, and wickedness, that are carried on within these walls,
: George 1s just dead of the jail-distemper! He taken,
cand I left ! T would be carried‘into his room to speak to him,
him to take warning by me, and that I might take
 Warning by him.  But what did I see! what did I hear! not
Be sign of repentance, not one dawn of hope. Agony of
y, blasphemies on his tongue, despair in his soul ; while
n _spared and comforted with hopes of mercy and ac-
ptance.  Oh, if all my old friends at the Greyhound could
then have seen Jolly George ! A hundred sermons about
h, Sir, don’t speak so home, and cutso deep, as the sight
ne dying sinner., |
prown grew gradually better in his health, that is, the fe-
I mended, but the distemper settled in his limbs, so that
escemed likely to be a poor weakly cripple the rest of his
1.  But as he spent much of his time in praver, and in
J#ading such parts of the Bible as Mr. Thomas directed, he
improved every day in knowledge and piety, and of course
8IfW more resigned to pain and infirmity.
ine months after this, his hard+hearted father, who had
-beenprevailed upon to see him, or offer him tite least
» was taken off suddenly by a fit of apoplexy-—and,
all his threatenings he died without a will. He was
f those silly, superstitious men, who fancy they shall
1€ sooner for having made one ; and who love the world
e things that are in the world so dearly, that they
€0 set about any business which may put them in mind
1€y are not always to live in it. A3, by this negleet,
father had not fulflled his threat of cutting him ofF with
ing, -Jack, of course, went shares with his brathers

i
i
v‘q

te discharge him from prison, and to pay all his

2t their father left,  What fell to him proved to be j.U?t‘ ¢
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debts, but he had nothing left. His joy at being thus en.
abled to make restitution was so great, that he thought lit.
tle of his own wants. He did not desire to conceal the most
trifling debt, nor to keep a shilling for himself.

Mr. Stock undertook to settle all his affairs. There di]
not remain money enough, after every creditor was satisfie(,
even to pay his removal home. Mr. Stock kindly sent hjs
own cart forhim with a bed in it, made as comfortable s
possible, for he was too weak and lame to be removed any
other way, and Mr. Stock gave the driver a particular charg
to be tender and careful of him, and not to drive hard, nor to
leave the cart a moment. |

Mr. Stock would fain have taken him into his ownhouse,
at least for a time, so convinced was he of his sincere refor.
mation both of heart and life ; but Brown would not be pre-
vailed on to be further burthensome to this generous friend, |
He insisted on being carried to the parish workhouse, which |
he said was a far better place than he deserved. In tli
house Mr. Stock furnished a small room ‘for him, and ser
him every day a morsel of meat from his own dinncr.—-,%
Tommy Williams begged that he might always be allowel|
to carry it,as some atonement for his his having for a momen
so far k};rgotten his daty, as rather to rejoice than sympathiz
in Brown’s misfortunes. He never thought of this fuul
without sorrow, and often thanked his master for the whole- ¢
some lesson he then gave him, and he was the better fori|
all his life. | ' |

Mis. Stock often earried poor Brown a bit of tea or bas
of good broth herself. 'He was quité a cripple, and neve|
able to walk out as long as he lived. Mr. Stock, Will Simp}
son, and Tommy Williams, laid their heads together, and :
contrived a sort of barrow, on which he was often carried 0
church by some of his poor neighbours; ' of which T ommj|
was always one; and he requited their kindness by rgadmg
a good book to them whenever they would cal} 'in‘.,‘-or‘teach' §
ing their children to sing psalms or say the catechism. |

It was'no small joy to him thus to be enabled to go!f
church. Whenever he was carried by the Greyhound, g
was much moved, and used to put upa myé‘rfﬁill of 1epeh

tance for the past, and praise for the prédeng. ' °t /!
{ ! : ) wrl : ! 8 % ‘ .
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THE PRODIGAL SON. |
This Hymn was frequently sung by Jack BRowx
¢n the Workhouse.

e

e

. :q;-'{' t,:;;\,';f!!':. S =

EHOLD the wretch whose lust and wine
5 Have wasted his estate ;
He begs a share among the swine,
To taste the husks they eat.

I die with hunger here, he cries,
I starve in foreign lands ;

My father’s house has large supplies,
And bounteous are his hands.

- I’ll go, and with a mournful tongue
Fall down before his face,

Father, I’ve done thy justice wrong,

- Nor can deserve thy grace. e

He said, and hasten’d to his home,
To seek his father’s love;

‘The father saw the rebel come,
And all his bowels move.

He ran and fell upon his neck,
Embrac’d and kiss’d his son ;

The rebel’s heart with sorrow breaks,
- For sins which he had done.

- Take off his clothes of shame and sin,
(The father gives command)
Dress.him in garments white and clean,
With rings adorn his hand.
A day of feasting I ordain,
_Let mirth and joy abound, ~
My son was dead, and lives again,
Was lost and now is found,
D2

| 659
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5 | PART . V.

| A DIALOGUE
Between James Stock and Will.Simpson, the Shoemalers,

as they sat at work.

J*AMES STOCK, and his journeyman, Will Simpson, a
oJ I informed my readers in the second part, had resolved to |
work together one hour every evening; in order to pay for
Tommy Williams’s schooling. This circumstance brought
them to be a good deal ‘,togeﬁﬂql_'.ﬁ{heﬁ the rest of the mey|
were gone home. Now: it happened that Mr. Stock hada
mighty way of endeavouring to turn all common events (,
some use, and he thought it right on the present occasion 1
make ﬂ?é only return in his power to Will Simpson for his |
great kindness. For, said he, if Will gives up so much of
his time to help me to provide for this pooriboys, it is the leas

I can do to try to turn part of that time to the purpose of
promoting Will’s spiritual good. Now as the bent of Stock's
own mind was religious, it was easy to him to lead their talk

to something profitable.’ He always took especial care, how: |
ever, that the subject should be introduced properly, chear |
fully, and without constraint. '~ As he well knew that grei
good may be sometimes done by a prudent attention in sciz
ing proper opportunities, so he knew that the cause of picty

. had been sometimes hurt by forcing serious subjects wher
there was clearly no disposition to receive them. [ say he

“ had found out that two things were necessary to the promot
ing of religion among his friends—a warm zeal tg be alway
on the watch for 'o"cié;isifc'ms, and a cool ju’c‘lg}geﬁt to distin-
guish which was the’ right time and place to'make use
them.. To know %ow to do good is 2 great matter, but 1

know when to do it is no small one. |

Simpson was an honest good-natured fellow—he was nov

become sober, and rather religiously disposed. “But he wa

ignorant, he did now know much of the grounds of religion

or of the corruptioii of his own natiire ; he was regular #
' TDITNOT 21 WO Ois 1 LYY
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church, but was first drawn thither rather bv his skill in
psalm-singing, than by any great devotion. He had left off
going to the Greyhound, and often read the Bible, or some
other good book on the Sunday evening. This he thought

was quite efiough : he thought the Bible was the prettiest

history book in the world, and that religion was a very good
thing for Sundays. But he did not much understand what
business people had with it on working days. He'had left
off drinking because it had brought Williams to the grave,
and his wife to dirt and rags ; ‘but not because he himself had

L seentheevil sin.  He now considered swearing.and sabbath-

breaking as scandalous ‘and indecent, bat he had not found
out that both' were to be left off because they are highly of-
fensive to God,and giieve his Holy Spirit. As Simpson was
less conceited than most ignorant people are, Stock had al-
ways a good hope, that when he should come to be better
acquainted with the the word of God, and with the evil of his
own heart, he would become one diy a good Christian,
The great hindranee to this was, that he fancied himself so
dlpEdy: E e fesw , |

One evening Simpson had been calling to Stock’s-mind
how disorderly the house and shop, wheie they were now
sitting quietly at work, had formerly been, and he went on
thus: | | « [

Will. How comfortably we live now, master, to what

- we used to doin' Williams’s time ! I used then never to be

happy but when wé were keeping it up all night, but now 1
am as merry as the day is long.” I find'Tam twice as happy
sice [ am grown good and sober. -

Stock. Tam glad you are happy, Will, and I rejoice that

. youare sober——but [ would not have you tike too much pride
. 10 your own goodness for fear it should become a sin, almost
. @s great as some of those you have left 6ff. Besides, I would

n‘ot‘.h‘z}yle_'yéum'ake-*-qllité so sure that yow are gond,
§ | Will 7 Not good master! why, don’c you find me regu-"
¢ lar and orderly at work ?

Stock. " Very much s0, and accordingly I have a great

- respect for you. L S 15 , - ‘
Will: Ipa}'eﬂve{y oné-his 6wn, seldom miiss church, have
: r’,’f)t,b_e@ 'ér_junllg‘ smce Williams- died, have handsome clothes
qu‘smdays; and'save 4 trifle évery week.
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Stock. Very true, and very laudable it is——and to all this
you may add, that you very generously work an hour for
poor Tommy’s education, every evening, without fee or re-
ward. ~ :

IViil.  Well, master, what can a man do more? If all
this is not being good, [ don’t know what is.

Stock. All these things are very right as far as they go,
and you could not well be a Christian without doing them.
But I shall make you stare, perhaps, when I tell you, you
may do all these things, and many more, and yet be no
Chyistian ? 3 | : [ s

J/7li. No Christian ! surely, master, I do hope that after
all I'have done, yon will not be so unkind as to say I am no
Chiistian ?

Steck. God forbid that I should say so, Will. I hope
etter things of you. But come now what do you think it
is to ke a Christian ? | ,

IWVill. What! why to be christened when oneis a child,
40 learn the Catechism when one can read, to be confirmed
when one is a youth, and to go to church when one 1s a man.

Stock. These are all very proper things, and quite neces-
sary. They make a part of a Christian’s life. But for all that,
a man may be exact in them all, and yet not be a Christian,

IVill. Not be a Christian ! ha ! ha ! ha! you are very co-
“mical, master. < i BN~ BEEE SYRN

Stock. No, indeed, I am very serious, Will. At this rate
it would be a very easy thing to bea Christian, and every
man who went through certain forms would be a good man;
and one man who observed these forms would be as good as
another. W hereas, if we come to examine curselyes by the
word of God, I am afraid there are but few, comparatively,
whom our Saviour would allow to be real Christians, What
is your notion of a Christian’s practice ?

1111l 'Why,he must not rob, nor murder, nor get drunk.

a—

B B T ——

_He must avoid scandalous things, and do as other decent or- |

derly people do.

Stock. Tt is easy enough to be what thc} world calls 2 ;

Iiristian, but not to be what the Bible calls so. -
- 2. Why, master, we working, men are not expecw1
ta be saints, and martyrs, and apostles, and ministers.

Stock., Wearenot. And yet, Will, thercare not two sorts |

of Chiistianity—we are called to practice the same Religion
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which they practised, and so.nething of the samespirit is ex- -
pected in us which we reverence in them. It was not saints
and martyrs only to whom our Savior said that they must
«¢ crucify the world with its aftections and lusts.””. We are
called to ¢ be holy,’ in our measure and degree, ¢as he who
hath called us 1s holy.” It was not only saints and martyrs
who were told that they must be ¢ like-minded with Christ.’
That they must ¢“do all to the glory of God.””  'That they’
must ¢ renounce the spirit of the world, and deny them-
selves.”” It was not to apostles only that Christ said, ¢¢ they
must have their conversation in Heaven.”” It wasnot to a
few holy men set apart for the altar, that he said—¢¢they -
must set their affections on things above.”—-That thex
‘“ must not be conformed to the world.”” No, it was to
fishermen, to publicans, to farmers, to day-labourers, to poor
tradesmen, thathe spoke when he told them they must ¢ love
not the world, nor the things of the world.”” That they
‘“ must renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, grow in
grace, lay up for themselves treasures in Heaven.”’

- Wll. All this might be very proper for themn to be taught,
because they had not been bred up Christians, but Heathens
or Jews; and Christ wanted to make them his followers,
that 1s Christians. But thank God, we do not want to be

- taught all this, for we are Christians, born in a Christian
country, of Christian parents.
« Stogk. 1 suppose then you fancy that Christianity comes
to people in a Christian country by nature ? |

IVall. . I think it comes by a gond education or a good ex=

ample. 'When a fellow who has got any sense sees a'man
cut offin his prime by drinking, I think he will beginto leave
it off.  'When he sees another man respected, like you, .
master, for honesty and sobriety, and going to church, why
he will grow honest and. sober and go to church ; that isy be -
will'see it his advantage to be a Christian. | |

.« Stock.. Will, what you ‘say ‘is. wuth, but ’tis not the
whole truth. You are right as far as you 20, but you do
not go far enough, The worldly advantages of piety, are,
as you suppose, in general great. . Credit, prosperity, and

& hcalth, almost naturally atrend on a religious life, both bes
. cause a reli '

- and becayse
- selfina w

gious life supposes a sober and industrious lifer . 1l
a man who lives in a course of duty, puts hims .
ay of God’s blessing. But a true Christian hasa *
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still higher aum in view, and will follow religion even under
circumstances, when it may hurt his credit andrmay ruin hig
prosperity, if it should ever happen to be the will of God
that he should be brouglit inte such a trying state.
Will. Well, master; to speak the truth, if I go to church

on Sundays; and follow my WOlL in the weeky I must say |

~think that is being good.

Stock. 1 agree W1th you, that he who'does both glves the
‘besy, outward signs that he is good, as you call it. = But our

going to church, and even readmg the Bible, are no proofs |

that we are as good as we need be, but rather that we doboth

these in order to make us better than we are. ~We do'.both |

on Sundays, as mgans, by God’s blessing, to make us better
all the week. Weareto bring the fruits of that chapter ¢r

that sermon into our daily life, and try to get our inmost [
heart and secret thoughts, as well as our daily conduct a- |

mended by them. « ;
IVill. W hy sure, master, yon won’t be 56, unreasoiiable

as to want a body to be religious always? I can’t do that,

neither. I’m not sucha hypocrite as to pretend it.
Stock. Yes, vou can be so in every action: of your life?
V74, What, master, always to hemmknw aboutlehglon?
Stock. No, far.from it, W111—-muth lessito be always

ta\king about it. But you must be alwavs actmg undel its B

power and spirit.

Will. But surely “tis pretty well if I da this when'T go
to church, or while [ am saying my  pravers, Even “you, |

master, as strict as you are, would not have ine always on
my knees, nor always at churchy I suppose :/ for ' then how

would vour weork be carried on, and howwould our town &

be supplied with shoes ?

Stock. Very true, Will. | " Pdld bens proof of out

1ehgxon to. let Gur customers go bare-foot, but?twould be 2

plOOf of our laziness, and we should,starve s “we! ought 10 |
~do. ! The businessof the:world must not only Be cartied on, |
butu carned on with spirit and activity, ' We havethe samt

autborlty for not being slothful in business as we have for be-

ing fervent in'spirit. ' Religion has put godliness and laziness
as widel asunder as any two thirgs in the world ; and what &
(God has separated let no man pretend to join. [ndeed, the
spirit of relxglon canhaveno fellowsmp with'sloth, ‘inddknc,c,

i} w..,:‘\,\f
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0 and self-indulgence. But still, a Cliistian does not carry on
= his common trade quite like another man neither ; for some-
® thing of the spirit which he labours to attain at church, he
= carries with him into his worldly concerns. While thete are
" some who set up for Sunday Christians, who have no notion
" that they are bound to be week-day Christians teo.

. Vall. Why, master, 1 do think if God Almighty is con-
 tented with vne day in seven, he won’t thank you for throw-
ing him the other six into the bargain. T thought he gave
® us them for our own use, and I am sure nobody works
~ harder all the week than you do.

Stock. God, itis true, sets apart one day in seven for
Sactual rest from labour, and for more imme(}iate devotion to
~J:;ns service. But shew me that text wherein he says, thou
shalt love the Lordthy God on Sundays—Thou shalt keep
ny commandmeats on the Sabbath-day—To be carnally
~minded on Sundays, 75 death—Cease to do evil, and learn to
“do well one day in seven—Grow in grace on the Lord’s

“Day.—Is there any such text ?

2
)

~ Will. No, to be sure there is not, for thatwould be en-
_touraging sin in all the other days.
- Stock. Yes, just as you do when you make religion a
- thing for the church and not for the world. There s no
~one law ful calling in pursuing which we may not serve God
',;”:%gccept_ably: You and I may serve him while we are stitch-
Irg this pair of boots. Farmer Furrow, while he is plow-
ing yonder field. Betsy West, over the way, while she is
Bursing her sick mother, Neighbour Incle, in measuling |
- Out his tapes and ribbonds. 1 say, all these may serve God

Just as acceptably in those-employments as at church, I had
- almost said more so.

o
oL R

 Will. Aye,indecd—how can that be ? Now you’re too
“much on t’other side.

1als in trade being often greater,

e O b
.:»xStOC/.Q‘. Because a man’s tr
they _gtve him fresh means of glorifying God, and proving

A man who mixes in business. is

i%ﬁ sincerity of religion. ;
urally.brought nto continual temptations and difficuliics.
ese will lead him, if he be a good man, to losk more to
d, than he perhaps would ctherwise do. He sees temp-
ations on the right hand, and onjthe left; he knows that there
snares all around him, this makes him watehful : he feels.

E
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that the enemy within'is too ready to betray him, this make;
him humble himself: whilea sense of his own difficulties
makes him tender to the failings of others.
, 24l. Then you would make one believe after all, that
trade and business must be sinful in itself, since it “rings a
man into all these snares and scrapes. - ’ 8y
+ Stock. No, no, Will—trade and business don’t createevi
passiciis—they were inthe heart before—only now and then
they seem to lie snug a little—our concerns’ with the world
bring thein out into action a little more, and thus shew both
ourselves and others what we really are.  But then, as the
world offers mere trials on the one hand, so on the other it
holds out more duties. [f we are called to battle oftener, we &
have more opportunities of victory. Every temptation re. ‘g
sisted, is an enemy subdued, and ¢ He that ruleth his owy
spirit, is better than he that taketh a city.”’ " i

Will. I don’t quite understand you, master.

Stock. I will try to explain myself. There is no passion |
more called out by the transactions of trade, than covetous |
ness. Now ’tis impossible to withstand such a master-sin |
as that, without carrying a good deal of the spirit of religi;
on inte one’s trade, ‘ _ 3

Will. Well, I own I don’t yet sec how I am to be: rel-§
gious,when I am hard at work, or busy settlingan accoun. &

- Tcan’t do two things at once—"tis as if [ were to pretend ©J§

make a shoe and cut out a boot at the same momeiit. :
 Stock. T tell you both must subsist together. Nay, th§
~ one must be the motive to the other. God commands ust
. be industrious, and if we love him, the desire of pleasin
him should be the main spring of our industry.
S Wl 1 don’t seehoew I can be always thinkimg abou
pleasing God. s s » _
Stock. Suppose, now, a man had a wife and childre
whom he loved, and wished to serve, would he not be ofteris
thinking about them while he was at ‘work? and though S
would not be always thinking abovt them, yet would 8
the very love he bore them bea constant spur to his indust TS
He would elways be pursuing’ the same course from
same motive, though his words and even his thoughts mufEs
often be taken up in the common transactions of life.
Will. Well. Tsav first one, then the other—now for 13‘
bour, now for religion. : |

—
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Stock. T will shew that both must go together. I will
suppose you were gong to fbm'yi SO many skins ?f-oux' currier
—that is quite a worldly transaction—you can’t see ".x,rha-t a
spirit of religion -has to do with buying a f:ew .galves skins.
Now, I tell you, ithasa'great deal to do w1th. it. quetous-
ness, a desire to make agood ng-gam, may rise up in your
heart. Selfishness, a 'spirit of monopqu, a.wxsh to ‘get all,
in order to distress others~these are evil desires, and must be

subdued. “S8ome opportunity of unfair gain offers, in which

there may be much sin, and yet little scandal. Here a Chris-
tian will stop short, he will recollect, ¢ that he who maketh
haste to berich, shall hardly be innocent.”  Perhaps the sin
may be on the side of your dealer=+fl¢ may want to over-
i chi 7ou—this is pl'ovo_?<i31g—e.—y011 are tempted to violent
Langer, perhaps to swear—here is a fresh demand on you for:
a spirit of patience and nl_’);d;.(‘;l'atlpllt as there was hefore for a
spirit of justice and self-denial. . If, by God’s grace, you get
ithe victory over these temptations, you arc tle betmter an
-for having been called out to them; always provided, that
the temptations be not of you own sceking. 4f you give way
land sink under these teiptations, don’t go and say that trade
tand business have made you covetous, passionate, and pro-
ifane. No, no—depend upon i, you were so before ; you
'would have had all these evil sceds lurking in your heart if
you had been loitering about at home, ‘and ‘doing nothing,
i with the additional sin of idleness into the bargain, When
fveu are busy, the devil often tempts you ; when you are idle
ivou tempt the devil.  If business and the world call these
jevil tempers into action, business and the world call that re-
tligion into action too which teaches us to resist them. And
bin this you see the week-day fruit of Svaday’s piety. ’Tis
trade and business in the week, which call us to put our Sun-
iday readings, praying, and church-going into practice,
- . Well, master, you have a comical way, somehow,
of coming over one. I never should have thought there
s would have been any religion wanted in buying and selling a
Bfew calves’ skins. But, I begin‘to sce there is a gOo—d deal
fin what you say. - And, whenever I am doing a common

action, will try to remember that it must be done after a
igodly sort. | ‘

Stock. 1 hear the ¢
prk. 7%

. lock strike nine—let us leave off our
will only observe farther, that one good end of our
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bringing religion into our businessis, to put us in mind 1o
to undertake more business than we can cargy on consistently
with our religion. T shall never commend that man’s dil.
gence, though it is often commended by the world, who i,
not diligent about the salvation of his soul, We are as muc|

forbidden to be oVercharged with the cares of life, as wit),
its pleasures. 1 only wish to prove to you that a discrees
Christian may be wise for both worlds - that he may employ
his hands without entangling his soul, and labour for tli
meat that perisheth, without neglecting that which endur.
eth unto eternal life ; that he may be prudent for time, whilc
be is wise for eternity. - £

THE HYMN.
O THAT the Lord would guide my ways,
To keep his statutes still !

O that my God would give me grace
To know and do his will !

Lord, send thy spirit down to write,

Thy love upon my heart,
Nor let my tongue indulge deceit,

Nor act a liar’s part.

From vanity, I ord, turn mine eyes,
Let no corrupt design,

No covetous desires arise
Within this soul of mine,

: - Order my footsteps by thy word,
. And make my heart sincere ;
Let sin have-no dominion, Lord,
But keep my conscience clear.
My soul hath gone too far astray,
My feet too often slip ;
I would not, Lord, forget the way,
- Bring back thy wandering sheep. ;
Mzke me to walk in thy commands, (
Tis a delightful road: - |
Neor let my feet, or heart, or hands,
Offend agzinst my God.
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