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THE.
ancashire Collier Gurl.

4 TRUE STORY.

; awen

I.N.a small Vi'llage in Lancashire there lived; a
4oy years ago, an industrious man and his wife
yiohad six children. The man himself used to
?yo'z‘kin'a neighbouring colliery, while the wife
,ﬁbok cre of the family, attended also to their lit-
tl farm, and minded the dairy, and when all her
ther work was done, she used constantly to sit
fown to spin. It will naturally be supposed that
;.‘Fcthﬂdren of such a mother, even when very
gw"g' Were not suffered to be idle. The eldest
F_&ughter worked with the Mother atthe spinning
?Whec}) which she learnt to think a very plcasazit
ginrpvl,(;i ;‘efft, and.she sometimes accompanied
f’@‘dnnghi r}:h a cheerful hymn, or a good morgl
E L;t thC .er‘pare'nts had taken careto teach her
1 e h? Se,Con.d daughter of the name of Mary,
e chief subject of the present story; when
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this girl was rﬁ}ne years old,‘thehohestcollie'
ing that he had but little “employmey f.lﬁnaf
above ground, took her to work yj }i)r h};:‘;
down in tbg’cogl—vf)if, together with one ofhg bby;
who was th‘en no more than seven years Of"age"
f—These two children readily put their strengtﬁ'
to the basket, dragging the coals from theyg
men to the mouth of the pit, and by theirjojy
bours theydid the duty of one of those Whoms
arecommonly called the‘drawers, clearing tis
by no less than seven shillings a week fortheiy
rents.. It must be owned to be not imposi
that they may have sometimes exerted themsi
even beyond their strength; whic}{ is n’bwl‘.
thenthe.case with little children through theid
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of those who exact the work from the m; butss
i this case the fatherhad an eye to themdu
the hours of labour, while they had a prudentd
tender mother also, to look after them it
there is no particular reason to suppose, &
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the time of which we are now, speakilg
were ever much over-worked. A |
Here, then, let us stop to remarkhowd
, "was‘th.e case of this numerous famlly fr or tha
'm‘afiy others, in the same humble _situa.tlﬂf
:]ifc. Mary and her brother, so fdr from be@
burdern, were bringing a little a fortune to

1parents, even when they were ei-gh‘t or fen:
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family were gettmg forward by the
help 0 of these llttle cr eatures, and theu worldly

somforts ¥ were now mcreasmg on every side.
it alas! in the midst of this cheerful and con-
i;ented dlhgence on a fatal dav, whlle the good
manwas in the actof fixing a basketin order toits
jeig wound up, the children standing near hlm
inthe coal pit, some stpnes fell from the top of
e pit, one of which fell on the father’s head, and
| Jilled him on  the spot. What a melancholy
;‘.,=event Was thlsJ some dismal circumstances also
E'_rpmam to be told, which were the consequences
ffoht butin order to relieve the pain of my reader
del here remark, that the most grievous aﬂhc-
jlens are often appomted by Providence, to be the
means, in one way or other, of calling some ex-
t rordinary virtue into exercise ; and according-
§ly\ve shall see that the calamity which is now
oken of, will introduce Mary the young col-
herglrl tothe farther good opinion of the reader,
. The mother, on hearmg the news of her hus-
bandsdeath together with the description ofthe
@ accident which gave oc‘casxon tq it, received
;‘;Cznzshock that her mind was not able to bear
andmer it ; she became disordered in her ander-
Lﬁer Seni:e“()l‘ did she to the end of her life recover
| s. Being now rendered extremely he]p-

ﬂc
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| % she was separated from her children by the
|
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‘parish dﬁi¢§r’s’_‘, who contindled to take the e
of hel'“ for thve space of five }‘Ie.a:rg;. A Shdfi{{
after the father’s death, the eldest daughter('
spinner) married and went from hone;
the brothers (of thie age of nine and seven!yy
bound apprentices by the parish,and alsotogy
charge of'two others ( one three yearsoldtheyly
an infant) until they should be suiﬁcientlym
up to be bound out also. | §
| In this place I cannot avoid 6bser€firig,fwﬁ£

blessing it is to poor people in this country,uf

parish officers are obliged in all such casesisl
"cessity as that of whichI am now speaking

give maintenance to those who apply tofhef
- and what apity it is that this wise and el
provision of our laws should ever be abuid
Mary the girl of whom we are giving the biaf
having been already trained in industry, el
no means disposed to seek any unnecessz}rgh.
from the parish, bein £ now between ele've.n “ff
twelve years old, she determined to maintalﬂ 1
self, like a little independent woman, b.V,her
al work in the coal pit, where she was §&}
able after this time to earn at least as}ulilﬂig
day; in three or four years afterwards, e“;“
no less than two shillings. And rowl wm'll‘
- my :5’O'ung‘ female readers, what they th.m- |
the manner in which she employed all this




'

:

| ’ industry ? Do you 1magme that she laid it
. vanity of dress; innice eating and drinking

'VUt l;llwi*needless expenee ? or do_you suppose

5r0t§ would now indulge herself in idleness on

.ﬂlat Zretwo daysin the week, because she had got

onzugh for herself to live upen during the four or
eworkmg days‘ no:I tr ust you will have form-
ed o such expectatmns ; I hope you will be
well aware what Mary did with her money, by ha-
fing already reflected what you would have done
w1th it in the like case. She in the first place re-
1eased the parish from the burden of maintaining
her mother, which she did as soon as she was ar-
nvedatthe age of sixteen, bemg extremely anxious

e - §

o take this poor disordered helpless parent home

olive with herself ; she then relieved the parish
o&icers from the charge of one of her brothers,
and she cantmued to provide for him until he
dled Havmg been taught never to consider
her duty as done, while any part of it seemed to
be left undone, she afterwards unde1 took the
mamtenance of one of her other brothers, Wha
Temained with her during sixteen weeks illness,
at the end of which period she followed him to
thegrave burying him at her own expence. After
dhout seyen years the mother died also; gnd was

: buried in like manner by this dutiful child, with -
3 O“t a“}’ asmstance from the par 1sh, R
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If any of my readers should hepe enqui, :
it could be possible for so young a chijg t;;su_
port all these relations, many of thep, bei;;gal
occasionally very burdensome through theipg; :
ness? the answer s, t_hat in the case of theg extrai'
ordinary calls upon her, she used to vbetakEherse'
to extraordinary labour, sometimeg €arniny |
iess than 3s. and 6d. in the four and twen‘tyhom
by taking what is called “a double tyrp” infy

coal pits. |
The ready submission of Mary to het

- when she was in early life, is so pleasing
of her character, that it may be proper infj
place again to make a remark upon it. Letn
young readers recollect that in submissionfot
command of her father, or rather to thatla

God whicli enjoins parental obedience, shech

fully followed him down into the coal-pit, b

herself in the bowels of the earth, and thered

tender age, without excusing herself on acs
of her sex, she joined in the same work vitit
miners, a race of men rough indeed, buthi
useful to the community, of whom Iam al.sohf
py tosay, that they havethe character of bemgh‘
nest and faithful as well as remarkably couragf
ous, and that they have given moreoVCf.sOm
striking instances oftheir readiness to fecew,e?
ligious instruction, when offered to them™
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Among these mien, to their honour Bfe .1t Spa«
ken, Mary’s virtue was safe; and after the death
of h',er' father; she is even said to have received
fotection as well as assistance from thef, HeF

. ptigue having been sonetimes lessened, throtigh -

iheir lending her a helping hand with great feels
ing and kindness. |

But though Mary’s mind was naturally strofig;
and her constitution of body was very stout also;
yet towards the end of the period Which had béen
spoken of, she beganto be bowed down in sonié

- measure by the afftictions and labour which shé&

had endureds It was evident that she had f6W
been led to exert herself beyond her strength.==
How lamentable is it that while so many peoplé
inthe world are idle, and are contracting disedses
both of body and mind, from the abundance of
theit riches andfrom thewant of some wholesomie

 and useful exercise, there shotld be any bendiig;

like Mary, under their work, hidden in coal-pits;
or for some cause or other removed from obsei'
vation! what a pity it is, I say, that the formict
should notemploy alittle of their tim@ghd money,
1 endeavouring to find these distressed objdcts!
And T may also add, how lamentable athink isit;
that while so many poor people are seen, wha
are apt to complain too soon, there should be
any, who do not tell their distresses to thos€ wha
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ean help them(whichItrust however goe
ten happen till ) it is almost too late,

I was observing that Mary began aboyt this
time evidently to lose her strength. and her hegg
was also troybled by some ofthose strange andyp,
pleasant imaginations, which are known by per.
sons conversant with the diseases ofthe poor, ty
be no unusual consequence of bad food,and great
bodily fatigue, joined with excessive grief. A
first she was not aware that she laboured under
any disorder, for she had seldom experienced il
health, while her relations were alive; and it
seems probable that the comfort which she de
rived from the reflection of affording them sup-
port, and the pleasing sensations which arose du-
ring the exercise of her attention to them, had
served both to keep up her spirits and to prevent
ber constitution from breaking down. |

I trust it is not superstitious to suppose, thit
when sincere Christains come, as Mary now did
into very trying circumstances, they may hope;
notwithstanding any appearances to the econtrary
to experience still in one way or other, the pec:
liar blessing of Heaven; 1 do not expect thl
such persons will be free from pain,poverty and |
sickness, or other worldly evils, for it is ofter
quite the contrary, but, then I believe that thes |
veryafflictions will be made the mcansof encred®
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11 .
ing their trust i'n'}God,; gnd‘ prove m Eﬁe eﬂd’,(t
mean either here or hereafter) to have beep _eh-‘;-
tirely designed for their good. The calamities
of Mary were now risen to such a height, that
ihose who are not accustomed to view things it
this religious and most comforting light, might
be ready to imagine, that the Almighty had fotr=
“aken her, and that there is little use in serving
pim. Let us here number up her afflictions. Sli€
had seen with her own eyes the dreadful death of
kér father, she had for a long time witnessed thé
ffecting condition of her mother, who used 9
follow her about the house without knowing thé
hand by which she was supported ; Mary; besides
this, had attended the long and drooping sickness
of her two brothers : and now, having fallen sick
hetself, being both weak in body and sadly enfee=
bledin her mind, she was dwelling all alone in 4
little com fortless habitation, having been depti=
ved by death of every one of those dear relatives;
the sight of whom had many a time cheered her
spirits, while the idea of supplying them with &
- comfortable subsistance had been used to sweet=

¢n her employment, and lighten the severity of

her toil,

It was at this period of her extrémity that it
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Pleased God t6 rajseup for her some kind friends - i

 the manner which I shadl now describe,

t
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A lady of the same village heard that ™
vant’s place was vacant in a neighbouringfaﬁlil »,
and advised Mary, feeble as she was, to
herself there as can'didate to fill this compag,
tively easy and comfortable situation, A@gording'_
ly the poor girl, with anxiens heart, WCnttbqﬂ’er
her services : she mentioned, with her usual;h{).

nesty, what hadbeen the habits ofher formerlif
and what was the state of herhealthalso; it see,
ed undbubtedly much against her interest to dy
so, but it was perfectly right ; and how can anyof,
us hope for the blessing of God, or except ay
true comfort in our minds when we fallinto affi.
tion, if we fly to unfair means of l‘eSCuing o |
selves out of it: and instead of trusting in Gal, |
trust to our own little frauds and crooked contti |
vances. ol '

The answer made to Mary’s application ws §
unfavourable, for it was thought, and indeed it
was gently hinted, that a young woman hitherto
so much exposed as she had been, was not likel
to prove a very fit inmate in a sober privz}re
family. A

Mary felt very keenly this unhappy suspicio |
against her character, but what could she do? she
walked very quietly away, with a down cast look
and with a mind quite broken down by this fF,QSh

afiliction and disaster, The owners of the mar

»
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ion happened 110weye.ar to observe her (;dun’té-

- pance, and the peculiar modesty of her manrﬁxery,

? as she was 'takir_lg her departure, for her pau.ent
and silent grief touched them far more sensibly
han any loud complaints could have done, an.d
they therefore determined to make some enqt»l'l‘--
Jies concerning her. The gentleman went himself
on the same day to the colliery, where the mas-
or of the pit replied to his questions, nearly in
the following terms @ © Sir,” said he, “she is a
pdor 'giﬂ that has over-worked herself, for she
has undertaken what we call task work, which is
very hard labour ; she 1s one of the best girls that
ever | knew, and is respected by all the colliers;
and though {added he) 1 cannot deny that now
and then my men take a cup too much, which is
apt to make them sometimes quarrelsome, yet
they never suffer a bad word to be spoken, or an

% B At PP RS S - -
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affront to be offered to a girl in the pit, without f

punishing the fellow who may be guilty, and ma-  HE
. . i Y S o A i ¢ :

king him heartily ashamed of himself.” I Jig

This rule of decency and propriety towards =
- young women, established by a set of coarse mi- 4 i
ners, is here recorded for the benefit of some of 5
those persons who are pleascd to call themselves i
their betters.

The gentleman, afteravery mimite and full ex-

P 3 s —uten
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amination, was so well satisfied of th
facter of Mary, that she was received iy, B
sgryice, in which she has now been livihg cony:
fog‘iﬁbly fof‘ the space of Six years, Hep health
is recovered, her habits of diligence are Still,‘very
great, and she is said to be ofa very remarka
modest, humble, and contented spirit. It mgy
not be improper to mention, that the master ¢
ihe house in which she is, has furnished all
aterials of this story,

I will now take leave of my readers, by e ‘
marking, that the little tale which I haye ben |
Yeciting, seemsto me to hold out the followig |
useful lessons : ‘

In the first place, I think it may teach the pos
fhat they can seldom be in any condition of lit |

¥ gOOd C}laa

o low as to prevent their rising to some degres
efindependence,if they chuse to exert themselves |
and that there can be no situation whatever $
mean, as to forbid the practice of many noble |
virtues. Itmay instruct the rich not to turnthe j
peor from their doors, merely on account of firt |
'”’ pearances, but ratherto examine into their chd- |
racters, expecting sometimes to find ‘m‘Odf’»?f |
ty and merit, even in the most exposed sitiat
ens. This story also may encourage the affli?ted
to serve and trust God in every extremity;
gnd finally it may teach all descriptions of e
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L may have to 1[ia.ss l‘t'hrdugh dangerous
s e circumstances, that they may expect
'sand (tljzlrini protection and ‘Bl‘es-siﬁg, provided they
-,t l: not needlessly throwing themselve?;s. in the
:Jay of temptation,but are endeavourin‘g h‘ke M_a?-
yy, to learn and labour traly to  get their own

living, and do their duty in that state of life:, unto
which it hath pleased God to call them,”
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