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THE

TWO SOLDIERS.

WO soldiers, Robert Wells and Isaac Clark,
had obtained a three months’ furlough from
leir colonel, to visit their relations and friends in
avery distant part of England. On their return
bjom their regiment which was quartered at
boweester, having travelled till they were weary,

liej proposed lying by for the night, at a little ale-

howe called the Green Dragon near the roadside.
Wells observi

i ngthehouse was pretty muchthronged
 Wimpany, proposed to his companion to journey

:;;]Otl”oet(?;ertliit’ where they might spend the night in
ered t . (e}m the present prospect of things of-
utierts héeen‘ Dr‘agon.‘ ““ I'll not stir a step
| empany an§1 (S(?ld Clark) for where there is good
B 80 liquor, there I'll make my head
b 1 50 thlowmg his knapsack on“he horse-
% down he gat B |

S famons fop 1, nmself. The Green Dragon
0 QfCours:E rewing the best ale in those parts,
tlithe fy. I fcame the general rendezvous of
' very agmya§and skittle-playersin the county,
Woduceq be us,lndeed was the liquor, that it in-
a.ndchildremg'gmy and famine amongst the wives
“lVer-laced hlgtaﬁl the neighbouring cottages. A

Nad been bowled for that evening,
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and the prize was won
spying our travellers s»t/)(})’r: Zlm:’?g farmer, yj,
they should drink a bum lem?ndous aath
After they had d PEr 1o the kings g
hi y runk plentifully W il
is comrade by the shoulder Yd ells twitcheg
they should proceed on their :'m proposed thy
been refreshed with a friendl rmdrch now they by
O'ZIth, refused to Comp]y 3 ‘d}. Ill}lg; C'lark withan
%lers lbest head-quarters :wasg altntl:: }I:Zign%t?ebSOL
arrel; “ it sh AT 0 4d Of the begr
Cla e lélll{trel;v\ilh:e Sd}l)d’ Wells, that sa
1 e caripany goo’d,’"_.._I:‘e]‘th.eel'llquo? was. sound
sure enough, (said Wells, who ngunortls vlirygood,
sober fellow) but enough’is as da uraf),la'vcry
36 o U6 comndhs I Rosdr & hgoo as a feast: md
i n b e Ry eheld a worse set o
SoL s l,et A g} le']?‘x obates in my life for whe
i iy mai< or if we ca’r’mot make them bet
gt e us worse.”—" Thou art alw |
or preaching, Bob, (said Clark) as if a body !
?Omlgfto- (%le; \,N}.]y 'I was never in better healt i
ny life; and ’tis time enough to be sorry for one?
sins when the glass is out, so, Halloo, tap, bripg 18 |
ancther pot.” Thus in spite of the persuasion
poor Wells, he went on calling for another Mg
and another, till he was as drunk as @ beash |
and his brains whirled round like the Ve’
a windmill. Unhappily, in some degrce jWels
fell into the same error; but unaCCUStomed i
to take more than his pint, and being quite ot
come with fatigue, he felt himself extremelf dlsl‘i
ordered, and staggering into the fresh air o ‘
flat on the grass plat, where he 13y in a dead Sle;p }
all night ; nor did he awake till the day WS pre g |
far advanced; when his teeth chattered in his hti
and his limbs shivered with cold, for the 0§

damp and misty, As soon as he was #
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uneered in search of Clark, whom he found
i ti%%more deplorable state, forhe had continued
:inri?aljing ill he was as mad as the rest of his compa-
nions: they grew quarrelsomeatlength, and each took
Jfence at the other, till words proceeded to bl.ows,
nd blows ended in blood ; fer a very profligate
joung butcher struck his neighbour the §hoemaker
ach a violent blow across the head with a quart
ot that his skull was fractured : this unlucky cir-
amstance brought the landlord to interfere, who
msalarmed for the honour of his house, or to speak

' tuly, the fear of losing his licence at the next

gssions; so he very prudently sent for a surgeon

 Whilt the rest of the joyous crew made their escape,

|

!

7 ESld?S» what is stil] w

- Quishh;
Bthey ;

| frfear of falling into the hands of justice.

Uur travellers left the Green Dragon. Clark’s
itad was still too confused with liquor to permit
into think; but Wells, who was now quite come to
himself, was overcome with shame; and inwardly
0ied, that if the entertainment he met with at

| 't Dragon was called a merry-making, he would

:Velj;leswe to be merry again for the rest of his
he,ysb,utozrr};at good have we obtained by it, said
nd g Pty pockets, bloody noses, aching bones
. Tod of justice hanging over our heads?
orse, muttered he to himself,
en in liquor, we have lost our
Was the gift of God, and was given
m}‘)f;mous token of his favour, to distin-
'om the brute beast that perisheth. Clark
LT theI:leyed Ot was spiteful, sullen, and sulky:
Voulg e Onziuttermg, that spite of the past he
Ang sagidowale Wherever it was to be had,
aler for the ells, would make a vow to drink
fSt of my days rather than ever make

Ty, tng overtak
eaSOn, WhiCh W
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myself a beast again, for I have j charactey ¢
maintain, and a soul to be saved ”’—« And l’lltel?
thge, ﬁob, what is my design,” rejoined Clark “ty
swim in strong beer whenever [ canfind It ifpo;'ert
and death both stared in my face.”-—“"j"houm]kei
like a bold fellow,” said Wells, * and vet thi
mayest tremble when death comesin sightv: prithee
where dost think to go when thou diest ?”—¢ [
never once thought about dying, Bob, I asu
thee.”—<Then it is best thou shouldest begi
Isaac, for <in the midst of life, we are in death's
I heard the parson say at my grandfather’s funen
Time too is short when measured against etemi
and if we make in the spring great preparam
for a summer’s campaign in the army, what contt
preparations ought we not to be making for death
We soldiers, Isaac, should be particularly carell
to keep our accounts between God and our s
very short, since at the beat of the drum on the
day of battle, ten thousand may rushina mametl)ﬁ
into eternity! and the best Christian then mﬂYh:
reckoned the boldest man. Whyl wouldré}:{g,e
spend the next night in battle, for there I S}Tout an
performing my duty to my King and courftl)hn”’
in another such a riot at the Green D'langCI.ark
“Thou art a wishy-washy fellow,” repll;’z ot
““ thou wilt never die game, if for every lietle i
b 1 . f consclel™™ |
thou art so plagued with qualms 0 b, come
am determinedto live my own way, B‘Of’ fsit n il
what will. ”—¢Then take my word o o

i i o @ e thoughinE
Wells,” thy ruin is not far off’; ﬁ?xlalie oi;‘%thefear

of bravery thou mayest appear (OB ook
of God, the Devil may get up thy i (he el
last, and the law may take hold of | gfwater,
time.” Then coming to fine a stream
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and taking up some in his hat, drank

gtooped down, aythg, it cooled the fever in his

| pentifully Ofl;:.’kssaid he was feverish also, but he

stomach 1 his thirst with a glass of best Hollands )
L g which they saw at some distance i
it the nextalehouse, e

; e of the hill. There however they agreed
| ?:Sttl;;}mafier having made a plentiful breakfast,they

~.“.. 32¥
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alled for their bill, when to their great dismay they il
found their pockets entirely emptied of cash, ex- ﬁl

gt two shillings and a few h alfpence,'each having
utbetween two and three guineas, which had been
} dienthem by thelt friends to defray the expences
o their journey. By what means they had been
stripped of their cash they could not imagine;
whether the Jandlord had made free with their
- pckets to pay himself, or that it had slipped out
inthegeneral scuffle ; they were greatly dismayed
iovever by their misfortune, for they had more
| fifty miles to travel, and not more than ten-
pnce left after the present expences were dis- §
irged; and when the night came on, they were
Mpelled to seek the most comfortable lodging

Wt
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| Eostinz(;;?lﬂtblﬁin ‘Of' 'OU'I' hard f‘atez” said “’TC“S,‘
~tePUnishl?n we 31@ about to suffer N_rbut part of
inf g menf ue to our folly. ' With sobriety, §
tnzbleq ti‘i{gelllellt, our money would have
. ravel comfortably, and at the end of
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at to our comrades, who have [}
ur 0.Us on a’ like occasion,”==* 1ii =
110 the regiment to' be laughed af ¥ &

said C]ark : ‘ ;‘;
dcath\l,l’lmu“e”},’g]y, “1am almost famished to' |18
“look Well fSert, —* Prithee, Isaac¢,” said Welis, il
1 0 thy words, and before ‘thouw art
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ey could fing under a haystack. * We ought P

r}OUrn (s & : it
to <Y we should have had plenty to spare, {384 {
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tempted to commit a great sip, ask thysef |-
thou shalt like to bear the punishment e, tho“'
art found-out; and if thou shouldst escape be'ou
brought to justice while on earth, it will fing t;:;
out in the day of judgment. Take MYy word ite
he is the only free, and I may add, happy mgy wh(;
Is always doing the work of him tlat made hiy
Talk no more of desertion then, dear Tsaac, et
bear our misfortune like men. and as our catechiyy
says, patiently resolve to do ““ our duty in that
of life unto which it hath pleased God to callys'=
““ When I was a child, Bob,” <said Clark, “/ e
learnt my catechism; learning, which I havebeu
thee say, has kept thee out of many scrapes, |
hated ; for I was a boy of spirit, I loved boxitg
five playing, and robbing of orchards a deal left
than my book.?— So much the worse for fit
Isaac, a sober educationto a poor man will k&
him on in the world much more creditably thni-
little estate without it ; for laziness and drunidt
ness will soon bring a pretty property to noti
and thou mayest have heard that
‘When land is gone and money spent,
‘Then learning is most excetlent.’
b ; aac, and 4 g0
“ Honesty is the best policy, Isaac, Ll
name is better than great riches. ThmknoK_ |
- , ; the SIE%
of deserting then, thou hast taken f;ith all
money and a strong oath to serve hlmt ol
take care then that thy red coat‘.be not SEa\’IEN b
black spots. Consider we are all .GElNTI; [;y cny’
diers, then let us not disgrace om.s? Voerredion o
ing the bloody marks of the vod gt\h(;ve oo 50
our backs; ifthou art I'esol’VCd 0. nc ur against
deserve punishment, don't m!‘”__‘ fagas;
laws which must inflict it. The 1aws,
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made to protect honest men from the snares of
o Courage, man, don’t despair of finding a
V'l”a;(nf:lst in the morning; mayhap we may meet
E,rif}?some good charitable .weil: disposed people,
pwhom we will relate our misfortune, and our
disgrace, for I shan’t be ashamed to ask for .bread

- oymy folly has reduced me to ask for it. " —
«Thisis fine talking,” replied Clark, ““ do as thou

- yilt Bob, but my pride is above 1t; 1n this begaarly
sved condition 'l never join the regiment to
lesneered and jeered at by every one; sol am re-
. glved to have my own way for once.”—* L hen re-
- member Isaac, ’tis a dangerous thing for a man
bgive himself up to the evil of his ways; I am
- unly talking to thee for thy good and since thou
- dtdetermined to have thy own way in every thing,
| lyill only further advise thee to think how thou
WSt bear punishment, before thou committest a
Swhich will sooner or later bring down the ven-
gce of the law against thee. Have a good
Beart, man), pluck up, that we may be able to begin
fg;\:rc‘h by break of day, and as I said before
mad‘t?}f]i;ll‘%t with some kind assistance on the
e })eo lls.a C_hal‘ltable land, JIsaac, and t}.)ere are
e W}?e?] {n .lt who are not 1‘eady to relieve dig-
’ 1L1s kn
Crepul

- ypfy
{lresoo

own to be real ; and if we should
S‘ed ata surly door, we must not be angry
fltgr:\{;?ng’ Smge the kind hearts of‘the wealt}'ly
S»that-itp(?fie upon by ﬁtls‘; stories of mis- |
BSSion . when .Tn shuts up their bowels of com-
May'y i a?d misery stands beftore them.
B3 0ften hae ark, becomes suspicious when it

=

1 De - & . .
1 e ou:n» ‘mposed upon. My pride pow is
bugh i Fegiment before the time of our fur-
\ve us great credit with our

“pired it wil|
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f:-olone}, ‘who is the very best of men, and whog,,
ing \thi}t we have made a generous yse of the
power intrusted to us, will"hot be afraid 1o
dulge us again, at a fit time. For sevey years tht
I have been in the regiment, I have never g,
ceived an ill word or an unkind look frop Iy
oflicers, because I always made it my pleasure
do my duty.”—“ My pleasure then,” replied Cluk
“1s to have my own way; Idon’t care arush
any m.an—I den’t care for the general—Idont oy
for the colonel—nor I don’t care for the captii~|
so I have made up my mind as to that matter~[]
have food whilst I can eat it —drink when I cangd
it— and money and pleasure wherever I can fin
them.”—<Clark, thou dost make me tremil
sadly,” said Wells, “to hear thee talk sodesperatdy
do turn thy thoughts towards God, for there seeis
to be a strong temptation upon thee—humble i},
self before him, tell him thou art a 1n1§erable l
sinner, and beg his mercy to assist thee mbthy,
distress, don’t go on adding sin tosin; we have Sf{;
both guilty of an heinous fault; let us taked 0
fesson of instruction out of it, and yesolve to Zn :
no more. My father was an honest lab(mrer,neSS
he used to tell all his children that druike

. : Jabouring
was sure to bring three evils to every - besides
man, namely, sickness, bunger, and r4gs :
no sin makes the heart so hard a l{1)ehold his
drunkard is without pity, since he can <o his 00
wife and children dying of famine, b?C{‘,”UOr at
beastly appetite must have its fill of ;g’hmg
village ale-house.”— Thou art p;eve my oW
deaf man,” interrupted C%ark,. e l,” ; atime eJnough
way, I tell thee again and again; ’1t lsnO poves el
to rail ngainst pleasure when one has
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- ww_« Thou wilt live to repent thy say-
. .my word for it,” said Wells, “ for my
; ,g.t’l would rather eaf a hard crust for my dinner
iﬂj:m dine with the officers on roast beekf .an.d Elur}‘]b
} dding, i T must do dirty wprkﬂto obtain it.—“ 1
iPl;)ulddjne with any man,” said Clark ““who would
give me 2 dinne'r,‘ and drink with any man tha%t
wauld offer me his cup, though perhaps he did ex-
.t a little underhand business of me in return; I
i resolved to serve myself, Eob, and there 1s an
gl of my chapter.”—** And a sorrowful endmg it
i mswered Wells, < and s0 cood night; (drawing
e of the loose hay about him, and placing his
fpsack under his head for a pillow) I shall say
mpayers, Isaac, for if [ am taken off 1o my sleep,
s a good thing for a man to have had his last
uiing thoughts employed on the gocdness of
God.”
'Wells slept sweetly till the rising sun shining on
| hlsface awakened him; he called aloud to his com-
Jion, telling him it was time to prepare for their
joumey; he called again, and again, but still no
i’;;‘:’;l “Elsltn})lade hiz)_x; he then rose to go in search
Waitiné i E& Was no where to be fOLlnq. .After
ko L er;'u}:n fgl‘ near an hom“, a‘md hndmg‘he
f ‘“Vellingpsmll{ e.?et forward on 111§ journey ; atter
i Seeie miles he pegzltl to find hunger very
Do stk acrosﬂg' af low farm house at a distance,
el gt the Sd a 1€1d and made up to it; Wells
Msiress of o h(())orf which being opened by the
Ogive hiny 4 use, he very modestly asked her
beey 4 1. coP Of whey, or a draught of small-
tresgéd‘ 1€ Was a good deal distressed.—*¢ Dis-

L har‘i:thzge’ to be sure,” said she, ** the times are
| world is full of distress,”— The hard-

eniiae & i 4 45
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hess of the times, ma’am,” saig Wells, « b

thing to do with my distress, sipce s all thecgo.
sequence of my own folly.”—Yoy e beay
traordinary man, master soldier,” said Mus Jenky
** to confess that your own crimes haye brog ;
you to h_unger.”——-“l tell you nothing but
truth,” said Wells, *“ and hungry as [ am, [ yyy
not impose a lie upon you to obtain the best moyfy
ful in your house ; people in general rail g fi
badness of the times, when nine times out of
they owe their misery to their extravagance; ty
nights ago my fellow-traveller and myself g
dentally fell into bad company, we got drunk a
we lost our money ; I have a journey of more th
forty miles to make, and I have nota sixpence lf
to furnish me with provisions.”—¢ Follow mels
the kitchen,” said the good woman, “and Iyl
give you the best my house affords, Iloveasol:
dier to my heart, because he fights for my count}
but when I find a soldier to be a Christian, Il
him to my soul, because our country may sl i
better chance to be preserved from the enemy
time of war, if our soldiers are Chrlstlal?s,afzo
since, my honest friend, you ha’n’t the Comg?fail
tell a lie to God, I’m certain sure you'll Eev:{fells
In doing your duty towards your country ’bbag&
now fed heartily on seme cold pork and fj‘cydef
and drank prudently of an excellent mu'g gl
that stood before him. After silently th{llél expect:
Giver of all good for a blessing he so htt ke il
ed, and so little deserved, he was abo.ut (iva «
leave of his kind hostess, when a hus.tll“n% was flld
in the passage, and soon after the IOOW m Well
by a croud of people, in the mlds‘t 0 i i haods
saw his unfortunate comrade Clark, ¥ '

383
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m. His heart now mis .
, 1 ave ,
it was as clear to him as the light;gbefolgén?t’ %ng
fen explai‘ned to him, that Clark had been a
{ w0 2 his word, and would have his own w n 1alit
| come on't what would. He was as pale as 3}’ et
s jaws trembled, ‘and the tears ran d° -eatb.
Ljecks. The farmer now explained to }?'Wn his
{ (it they had taken the villain who last ni hls wife
have-mbbed the post-chaise, but Wa(s ~ug t wonld
gantleman within it, who 1 : prevented by
ithin, whi , who let fly a brace of pi
ithim, which made hi % T pistols
il thi i im keep his distance ;
aly thig morning, as he was riding CC s AU
o e s e 1g to market, he
Llitt; but some of the nei h}k,)o m, before it was
{8ume up with him about” s pureng the rogus
8 atering an alehon two miles off, as he
 iire's, added ¢l se. | have sent to the
e the farmer. to adverti ne
{0, who is at |y bk advertise the gentie
{id ] his house, that ther 8- his lg=
11 hope he will soon bé her he robber is taken,
| gre pOOr. C]l]‘] : : i ’
o) & ¢ <we t ~ Ve T 2
mdhe’sp‘!mg Wells P:clb.ltte”y’ Ah! Bob, Bob;"
Would pever bave 1. 1ad 1 taken thy kind ad e
‘h”elived lke ave been brought to this d 3} v.flci’gl*
14ad hay a man and died i Lot i L
Loy € Mercy upon me l_lke a Christian, bu¢
Jself to ! P me, what hav 5
iy Ehave bran o) at have [ brought
MJ}rbeh roucht mv life i gag
Lved at he &!‘-ly SOul. """H()I]{_th ‘Xw \; §
e proser art: “ O lsaac 17 oy est Weils
erved thee fr: i cried he, * could
8 1 would hay sm such a grievous mj
) m lave shared mv 1 ous Mmis-
s are now all | 4 ast morsel with
thou can’st can offer thee, and
an’st save thyself, for
ut even w > thyself, for the
y e n when offered . £
It CAN'SE wiry it 0y timely repe:
tw < y repe |

104 comf, in the fa . pentance
‘*.;‘- s ,Ort under : avour of h:ez—u,,{,n t}_\ n;
TR | every affliction,” y oy

i behind hi

—




%

14

Here the gentleman arrived whose cayriy el

been stopped the preceeding evening; Ciagrk .
sooner caught a glimpse of him than he kyey hinO
to be his own colonel ; a man whom every persé];
m .the regiment loved and honoured as a parert
*“ O my gracious father!” exclaimed Clark sy
this honourable gentleman enter, “my punishmenbt
is already greater than ] can bear, if ] have offendyt
the man I would die to serve.”” He then fint
away, but a little warm ale being given him, k
soon recovered; when the ncble colonel spokey
mildly and kindly to him, that Mrs. Jenkins
her apron to her eyes; here Wells related totk
colonel what had passed; she shook like anas
Ieaf when he came to relate the sorrowful adven
tures which befel them at the Green Dragon, alnd
all the grief and affliction which had be‘ﬁqlenhlm
in consequence of it. When Wells had finishedls
story, “ your father, Clark,” said the colonel,.”CO}ﬂd{
not feel more concern at your present situatdl
than [ do; I have always regarded every m?i“‘,“&i,
my regiment as my son; for I have alwa)fsp:;q
to win their affection by kindness raih‘erihﬂm”joe
their obedience by severity. A man of (T Cogl‘tbi“
Clark, abhors the thought of a base QCEIQ“’ ;m)!
he lives without principle in his I;cayt, he must 0%
be suprised, i sooner er later he 18

hetraged b}' |

o he b
. G 4 : Tty 'ln(l i h q
his passions into the blackest sins ; “he must &

taken in the commission of a crime, on C{ark‘
pect to pay the penalty of the law.ﬂ C”I‘U’”t‘] th
groaned and wept bitterly while the € |
contiaved, < I'm thankful that 1 % st gl
when I fired my pistols on being stOP]PUC] to0 04"
in my carriage. As the night was no he ident]
for me to be able to give evidence s ;

s

¥
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E ; ho stepped mc, you may expect,
%‘1 ﬁie gfff,g g;u of in%ictment will be preferred
ark, th

. by me, it is a most dreadful thing for
ggainst yout,l){(e an oath, when he is not positive
-y mgn ;chthe is going to swear to; the farmer I
?St.o ;r:mahaving secured ycur person, has ce.rtain
‘ e?ild’ence to bring against you, but that is a busmess
pwbich [ have no right to interfere, as your ex-
mination must take place before a nelghbourmg
lisice of the Peace, ~ Whether the fact be, or be
mtproved against you, here is a trl.ﬂe to support
o, incase you should get your discharge ; that

jou may not plead your wants as an excuse for
oumitting such a dreadful outrage against so-
tiety; after what is past it will be highly improper
badnit you again into the regiment: in future
- lam to labour with diligence, live soberly, then you
| Villive honestly ; be steady and constant in at-
- teniing on allthe duties which your church enjoins

19; learn to fear God, honour the king, and be just
Jour neighbour.”  Tears now filled the eyes of
- ill resent, M. Jenkins sobbed aloud
onede'cllared, they had never heard so moving a
:eir:lon ;]n their. born days : they al'l sald what a fine
usesg::d()].?rs‘h]p Was when applied to christian
notl;e 2 What a Pity it was the noble coleonel could

Nade 2 Bishop.

ir;fﬂe;()l-f escended to speak toc Wells as
h Yasif he had been his equal: ““as for you, 48

: szvd.he, ““your stead)‘f conduct has . (¥
e subject of my observation, and
gty op mongst a]] my brother officers; the
o Y?ur life, and your regularity at church
28 alwayg ready in the performance of I
g bad it in my thoughts to pra-

and every

] ' t\]ty; I haVe lon
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Anhappy fate, and the wilful obstin

16

- cure you some promotion, without being able ¢
- )

pbtain the means; an occasion has presepte] Itself
In your absence; Serjeant Jefferson ig dead, andAI
have reserved his place for you; I knoy Yoo
both write and cast accounts well; in thi post |
doubt not but you will exercise power with as myg
humility as you have hitherto practised obedienes
with chearfulness; and since this little affray ug
caused you much disappointment, and much dly
on your journey, I will pay your fare, andyou
expences in the stage coach, which I find will ps
this afternoon, that agreeably to your intentionsyu
may join your regiment before the time of you
furlough is expired; in order that your condit
may stand as an example to your comrades, (it
having been intrusted with power, you had too high
a seuse of duty to abuse it.”
What makes the end of this litcle story Vil
moving, and very instructive is, that while Wells
for his honesty and good conduct was enable Ef
his Colonel to finish his journey by the coach, att;
very moment in which he mounted the box, he Sz
his unfortunate comrade Clark, with his ha_ndst“-'e
behind him, carried off to the county gaoh0't

. 1 3 Y, Y tin hls
his trial at the next assizes, sorelylamen 8“
acy that me

od a frieﬂd'

him deaf to the excellent advice of s0 g0

FINIE




