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A NEW

cHRISTMAS TRACT, &,

| (HERE are two ways of keeping Chriftmas*®
T fome feem to keep it much in the fame way ia
iich the unbelieving Jews kept their feaft in
| honour of tne calf which thiey had made. ¢ And
* they made a calf in Horeb in rhofe days, and the

“play.”  But what a sad sort of Chriftianity is
this! [ am no enemy to mirth of a proper kind, and

dproper feafons ; but the mirth I now {peak of is
e mirth of Inconfideration and of Folly, and it is

e

| oen mixt with much loofenefs of condu& and

drunkennefs. s this, then, the fort of mirth proper
for Chriftiang »

Let us fuppofe now that a mail was to chuse a

the place in which ke was to sit and sing
N 2

ihurch as

“ people fat down to eat and drink, and rofe up to




“ahout the fide of the other party ;

(4 )Y iy

his jolly fong, and to drink till he ysq intoxicye
furely this would imply that he as , perf0n°;
excraordinary wickednefs.  But this you will fayzg
‘;»;';ﬁz.av-:» n;)bady IS?_ {o l?ad as to be guilty of; we) ey
lat us f,r:,.eppof;i, tha't‘: inftead of chufing a chyrch 5t
»tuce, he fhould chufe Chriftmas as the time the
ce alls of riot and drunkennefs; methinks g
muft imply no fmall degree of the fame ki
wickednefs; for, as he that thoutd get drunk in;
church would infult the church, {o he tha oot
drunk at Chriftmas, which is the {eafon for comme.
morating the birth of Chrift, infults Chrift and §i
religion, |
I know 'i;: may be faid, that thofe who take thek
liberties at Chriftmas do not mean to infult Chik
and that they act from inconfideration; to w}}ip!hl
anfwer, that they are then very guilty in bemgh
inconfiderate 5 for I would juft remark by the Vs
that thefe people, who are fo very inconﬁdcra{c1
ry confiderat &

:n fome things, are apt to be ve
others; for inftance, they are very confiderate ab@
their pleafures, but very inconfiderate abou! the
ddty; they are often, perhaps, very confiderate ab’out»
this world, always very inconfiderate about etcm}[ﬁ;
very confiderate for themielves, and very mdﬂ
f_O' about Other people; ex.trernc]y conﬁder

ate OF

: 3 . derat
their own fide of a bargain, but as inconi

and when e

\




e il Aliad

they are apt to be very confi-
4t ‘excufes for it, but very incon-
1 tracing out the guilt and mifchief of thei:
1n {hort, then, let it ‘be remerabered,
derate way of {pending Chriftrnas,
is only, in other. words,

ﬁdcrzttci .
ickednefs.
&,ar-thé’ inconfl
ihich as been T poke.r_l ‘o.f, .
e wicked way of {pending 1t. .

Byt let us now come to the true way of kfiepmg
. Firlt, them, in order to know how the time of

| Clift’s birth ought to be remembered. by us; I

, S
o gould ‘obferve, thatit is neceflary to underftand well

' uho Chrift was, and for what ‘purpofe he came on

4e earth,  How abfurd would it be to celebrate }F
‘e Fifth ‘of November, without knowing that, on !
| that day, the Houfes of Parliament were faved from |

“fire, 'and our happy Conftitution, as well as our
'Religion, was preferved to us. A gain: how ablurd
would it be for any man to celebrate-the King's
Birth Day, or Coronation Day, who did not ‘feel
“within his heart loyalty and affe&ion towards his
- Sovereign, and who did not think that any bleflings
were derived from our Kingly Governmene. - | ‘

Iiet every one, therefore, who wifhes to fpend b
Ch.n&masaright, get ‘acquainted with the benkfits
.i“:WhICh'fhaVC followed from Chrift’s coming 1nto the |
“¥orld,. We will endeavour, now, to fhew, +:rs |
“hortly, what thefe Bene fics have been,  The work i‘

‘ .9“ 1 ¢ : . 5 . R b 'y
| . 1 the time of Chrift’s appearing, was' divided i |

!
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féws and Gentiles.. The word G_,cntilevsi

ﬁgﬂiﬁfs |

nations, that is, all the nations exXcept the To
: 4 B,
Let us fpeak of the Gentiles firft, rand of e Jews

afterwards. The Gentiles were wor hippers of i
gods, fome . of one kind, -fomc"of another. ~'Tﬁcx'
all, however, agreed in this, that they thoughtbn;
God as good as another, and no one among they
had any anxiety to bring his neighbour over (o}
religion, which is a plain proof that they had no |
religion-among them; for, whoever is pofiefid
true religion, is poffefied of a great comfor i
blefling, which he will therefore be glad to cony
to other people alfo. It was the cuftom of fomef
thefe Gentiles to worthip ftocks and ftones; ot
bowed down to living animals, fuch as bullsorgus |
or lizards; and others paid their ftupid adorationt
the {un, inftead of the Author of it. Many ofth
~worfhipped their deceafed fellow-creatures, ani
dead men, who were thus turned into gods, had b
in general, fome of the moft wicked and abomink
of the Luman race.

|
|

Now this ignorance of the true God was foHo'WCL
(as all ignorance of him is apt to be) by greatmck
ednefs in their pratice. = They were ¢ given ™
on this account (as St. Paul, the infpired Apoll
““ declares) to a reprobate mind ; to work 4l :
“ cleannefs with greedinefs.” They learntf0®
found good and eyil-——vices were t

€<
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hen comme)
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h as are not named among Chriftians,

ife principles, and falfe maxims o.f. every kind,
o 6(11) d. Slavery prevailed even 1n the moft
aPO'l]J'n :1 i.ands, for almoft all fervants were {laves in
:}Zl{:;ays. The earth was filled with violeice.
He that had killed the greateft number of his: fellow-
creatures got ufually the greateft pratle. Wars were
carried on with dreadful ferocity, and multitudes
were maffacred at the public games, in battles fought
for the amufement of the people. Humanity, kind-
nefs, and benevolence, were made no account of; |

e

pra&if6d> fuc

———v
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and fuch a thing as an hofpital was not known.
Revenge was both practifed and recommended; and
dofe excellent chriftian graces, humility, univerfal
charity, and forgivenefs of injuries, were confidered
25 weaknefles and faults. I fhudder to think of the
dreadful ftate of mankind'in thofe days. God grant
that the fame evile may never return. ‘They are the
natural confcquences of being without Chriftianity
in the world ; for when Chriftianity is gone there is
n0 rule to go by,  Every man may then fet up a §
falfe goodnefs of his own. Morals, of courfe, grow |
worfe and worfe; a fierce and proud {pirit comes in |
the place of chriftian meeknefs and benevolence,
and claims the name of Virtue; and the Saviour o«
the World, with all his works of mercy, ‘being for-

L
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got, man becomes cruel; and unjuft, - andi felith,
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and - implacable, and unmerciful, for al t:h'e»v"-ol
paflions of our nature are let loofe, - i
- _If we enquire alfo into the character of .
who lived before the coming of oyr Saviouy, .
thall find them to have been deplofably Cor’rup:
though they expe&ed his coming, o
fome meafure, acquainted with trye religion, it
little knowledge which they had, feems t haye bee,
perverted, through the wickednefs of their hearts,
and, 1n fhort, the Scriptures affure us, that « po
¢ Jews and Gentiles were all under fin,” Sych Wis
the ftate into which the world was funk before the
time of our Saviour’s appearance in it. |
Let us defcribe, next, who Chrift was, and what
were the confequences of his coming. He is called
in Scripture ¢ the Son of God;” and i fome
laces, ¢ God’s only Son;” which fhews that there
18 ®o other Being like unto him. We know that 3
fon, by his very birth, derives privileges from his
father which belong to no other perfon; that he
partakes in the fame rank and inheritance wich i
father; and that he poflefies al{o, in an efpecial man-
ner, his father's favour, and altogether differs from &
ﬁranger ora fervant. Chrift, then, is to be confi
dered, in all fuch fenfes as thefe, as the Son of God.
It Ls trub, he 15 called alfo the Son of Man, for he was
born of a woman (namely, of the Virgin Mar%)
and he took upon him Qur nature, dwelling o8

ca
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 for thirty ye€ars- We fhould take great care,
:af;revcr chat his appearance among us, as a man,
ho ead us to form any low and unworthy no-

Jdoes not 1 , ;
L of bim. Suppofe now that the fon of a king
o

was t0 cravel in th
one mercitl and condefcending errand, ©0a diftant,

and obfcure Part of his territory, furely it would be
erous and ungrateful, 1f the poor villagers,

e drefs of a private’fubjeé’t, on,

:vcrY'UﬁgC,n |
whom he came toO ferve, were to deny to him the
nonours of a king’s fon, merely becaufe they could
1ot believe that fo great a perfon could ftoop fo low
15 to COmME among them, efpecially if he brought
proofs of his power and greatnefs along with him.
Juft fo, methinks, are all thofe perfons ungenerous
and ungrateful, who refule to Chrift that divine
honour which belongs to him, merely becaufe he
condefcended to be made flefh and blood, and to
dwell among us. Let us, then, receive, with {im-
plicity and humility, the feripture teftimony con=
cerning him. It {peaks of him in terms that are
quite aftonifhing. ¢ His name,” fays the Prophet
foretelling of his birth, < fhall be called ‘Wonderful,
“ Counfellor, the Mighty God, the Everlafting
“‘( Father, the Prince of Peace, and the Government

thall be on his Shoulders.” The Evangelift
{Oh.n tﬁl}s us, that ¢ the Word (meaning Chrift)
ke W.lth God, and the Word was God.”— By
Him,” itis faid, in the Hebrews,  God made the

vrv———
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£ world ;”, and - again, lu all the angel of(;.li
wm[hlp him. . All powcr nath been given hl;(y

‘“ both, in. hLaven and 6'11th, and God hath g,
o mlttcd all udomtm to_the Son.”—«
e aﬁo comcth when they that are in th;l;rhcor};zz
, ‘.‘,,ﬁl h hear the voice of- the Son ofMan and )
»_<‘f§c0111«, forth, théy that have done 00d" 10 the re.
“ {lnrection of life, and they that Tave done eyl
§ &0 tue rel L.““e(fhon of damnation.” ‘
_ uch are a few of the expreflions ufed in feriptur
! ,com umro Chrift, - Let us learn from thefe to adore
_his Divine Maﬁ‘iy, and truft his power, as well 1
to fear his wrath, and to account him able to fulfl
all the PUrpofes of his coming B
Bur let Us NEXL ¢ defcribe w h t thefe purpofes were

rt hmy be f3id in gener: -al, that < it was for us men,
« and :for oiir_ {alvation, that he came down)from
¢ heaven;’ SO0 as the Scripture exprefles it, th
«“ _Son of. Man came to feek 2 and to fave that which
oS WAS th and i0 give his life a ranfom for many.”

sber ok HE WOild, as. Imm been already fhewn, was funk
in {in, and not in fin only, butin condemunation alfs

Fver fince m fall of owr firlt p‘.urent Adam, min

'~.;_b,;1 bbcome a ﬁmm creatur <t Bat ad in Adama;}l

L, d"-d;,, fO now. in Cl l *“r Were all (chat 15> »

[)
Il-l'

. 1
~w“ Vu ) m,uu; receive him,), to.be made ¢
p,(mm /s

,‘Ch ity then,, was the {econd Adam: as

. therDaftroyer, fo Chiilt was ¢

Ay
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Thc Devil, who o ‘called the Prince of D knefs,

had, @s we are told in Secripture, ‘begome the ond
|

and the. prince of this" world. '_Chri"}' theretore,
came 100 the

an empne that was loft,;and to bri 1o back : he

8

world as a conqueror COMmes, Lo ire-

“cover
'r&bc‘ls to their obedience, and ‘to happi mla.f He

oy

1

came to overthrow that kmord(,m of dar mw% whitch
through the power of the Dewl and the corruption

of man, had Beent fet up.’ < For this purpofc the
"« Son of God*was mqucﬂrﬁd that he might dellroy
Wthe WHFES oF the 1Y&#L22 Flecame “Ctoredgem

 gs from all iniquity, “and! to'pu iy unto himielf a
« peculiar‘people; zealous of good:works.”
' Buthow does’ Chrift fulfil’ hw purpofe of delozer-
'mo usP hri‘t I ' wouldiobférve, that e lived anyolft
| ho 1f'e hereby fetunfr Beforé us an exbtm'olc that we
fhoull tiead  m-his ﬁeps. oFe went aboat deing
good.  Never was any one fo kind and‘ gracious o
all who came to him as Jefus Chrift.ouT would here
obfefve  alfo) thif ‘he preached the Golpel ro man-
kind; he toldus what we 'muft believe and do; in |
order to enter into the I‘ungdom'oﬁHeach Through
him alfo the Holy Spirit of God is igranted to us. ]
And, to'crown all, he ‘died for usi He was nailed to |
the Crofs, and fuffered a cruel death for our fakes, 1
bearim, the'wrath of God in our ftead. = < Hezcu§
"1 1OVC not that we loved God, but that He loved
: ‘;S: a’r’xd fent His Son to be the propitiation for our
-~ 408, Chruft is chat Lamb of God ¢ which has

\
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“ ocen’ offered up-as a facrifice,” and & e
“ taketh away the fins of the world.» Now, they,
let us rejoice and fay triumphantly with the Plophpt
of old, < Unto us 2, Child is born, unto us a Son s
¢ given.”’—¢¢ Behold, ({aid the Angels )Ibrmg
““ you glad tidings. of .great joy; f01 unto yoy i
“ born, this day, a Savxou which 'is Chrift the
“ Lord.”— Glory be to. God in the hlgheﬁ on
“ earth peace, good-will towards men.’

Oh! how many thoufands have had reaxon to blef

" the feafon which we are now commemor at1no~zhc
- deafon'of the Birth of Jefus Chrift ! The worlg i
“true, -is ftill wicked, for there are many who do not

believe 1n this Saviour; and there are not a few who-
think they believe in him, and who do not, Never-

thelels, .even the world- in oencral has been the

better for his coming, for the thick darknefs is paf,
and the true light now thineth. Through Chrifts
coming tniquity has been leﬁ"cned even among un-
believers; for the real Chriftians, thoug few, have
held ‘up to view the nature of true: gooanefs, and
even bad men have, in fome meafure, been con-
ftrained to imitate them; they have alfo grown more
afhamed, than they otherwife would have been, of
theirseiees. 4i8sh. faii1) 1 Boys

But’ who can calculate the blcﬁing whlch Chflf
tianity hath beén to thoufands of true believers’

How many lives have been made hody here on carth
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pow many heartSihﬁa?v:c been c;?‘eged an'd comfbrt‘ed
by it Low smanyrdeaths, . whic woulc}lr‘ othe;rwxfc
wave been moft gloom}f, have been renucr.edjoyfu}.
and ¢riumphant; and, above all, how many immortal
{ouls have been faved, and made happy to all eter-
Aty through faith in this blefled Rec?eemer! « My
« fheep (fays Chrift,) hear my voice, and they
W follow me, and I give unto my fheep cternal life;
wand they fhall never perith, neither fhall any
« pluck them out of my hands.””—¢ I go to prepare
« g place for them, that where I am they may be
dgeL ™ Ak

And now, Reader, what are your thoughts on the
fghiect of your Saviour’s appearance on this earth of

air’s? If you are a true Chriftian, your language wilk

be'foch as the following : ¢ It is through the coming
of Chrift into the world that I have learnt to know
mylelf; and to know the God who made me. 1 am
by ‘nature blind and ignorant; I am alfo fintul and
indone; 1am utterly without hope, except through
the mercy of 'my Saviour; and even though I have
becn Born in a cKriftian land, I caa trace back, in my
recollection, fnauy proofs of this my natural igno-
rance, and corruption, and hardnefs of heart. 1 was
once like a fheep going aftray, but I am now re-
wrned to the fhepherd of my foul. I followed the

}Jent of my own foolifh will, but the grace of God 3
n Jefus Chrift, hath changed my finful heart; the
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knowledge of my corruption has humbled .
tfqought-of my ‘Saviour’s dying forme hag Rirred
divine gratitude within me, and that acquaing,
with his Golpel which I have gained hagh el

the
up
Nce

_ = 1anged
my whole views of Iife. -+ Chrilt’s charaey del@ts
me; T read the'hiftory ef his humble birh, his pain.
ful death, and his glorious refurreétjon, as it isim_’
corded ;

holy confidence and truft.  How fhall I fufficientdy

1 Scriptare;- with hiope and. JOY,: and with

" bleis Gpd for Jetus Chrft ! \"‘«’imtcvmﬂchangp has

2 3 -y 7 ok A ‘g- -~ ~ y 1 ¥ . .
Been wiought in'me 1 trace to Chnft’s coming int
the world.= (If Chrit had:mever come, 1‘1owicorﬂupt

fheuld Iatthis mement have been, how blind, how

‘dark, how ignorant, how -different from what,

thiough the grace of God; 1 now am! How mifer-
abile inocomparifonof sny prefent happinefs} I am
envaged; Indeéds -y a {fharp cenflick, with my. fins;

but, through my-Saviour’s help, I hope to g
oround apainft them. - I have occalionally doubts

and fears, but, in generaly. I feel confident thatthe

promifes of (God are fure and certain in Ch'rfl;fit_‘].efus;«
for I know in whom-I have believed, and am pers
fuaded that he is able to keep that foul which I have
commiticd to him till ghie great day.”
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A CHRISTMAS HYMN,

0Y to the world, the Lord is c'vohmc',
] Fet earth receive the"King‘;
Let every heart prepare him room,
L And Heav’n and Nature sing.

! Joy to the carth the Saviour reigns,
g Let men their songs employ, :
| While fields and floods; rocks, hills, and plains,

" Repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground ;

Hecomes to make his blessing flow
Far as the curse is found.

Our father ate forbidden fruit,
And from his glory fell,

And we, his children, thus were brought
To death, and near to hell,

Blest be the Lord who sent his Son
~ _To take our flesh and blood,
He for our lives gave up his own,
To make oyr peace with God.

He honourtq a1] his Father’s laws,

Which we have disobey’d
He

o
2

bore oyr sins upon the Cross,

And our fyll ransom paid.
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Behold him rifing from the grave,
Behold him rais’d on high :
| ‘He pleads his merit there, to fave
» - Trangreflors, doom’d to die.

Seon fhall the Lord to judgment come,
And with a fovereign voice

e e

? Shall call, and break up every tomb,
| And bid his faints rejoice.

O may 1 then with joy appear
Before the Judge’s face, |

And witl the blefs’d assembly there
Sing Ais redocming grace,

FINIES,




