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A NEW

C H R I S T M A S  T R A C T ,  & c .

THERE are two ways o f keeping Chriſ tm as:
ſome ſeem to keep it much in the ſ ame way in

which the unbelieving Jews kept their feaſt  in
honour of the calf which they had made. "  And
" they made a calf in Horeb in t hoſe days, and the
“ people ſat down to eat and drink, and ro ſe up to
"play.” But what a sad sort of Chriſtian ity  is 
this! I am no enemy to m irth  o f a proper kind, and
at proper ſeaſons; but the mirth I now ſpeak of is

mirth of Inconſideration and of Folly, and it is
often mixt with much looſeneſs o f conduct and
drunkenneſs. Is this, th en , the fort o f mirth proper 
for Chriſtians ?

Let us ſuppoſe now that a man was to chuse church 
as the place in which he was to sit and sing
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his jolly ſo ng, and to drink till he was intoxicated, 
ſ urely this would imply that he was a perſon of 
extraordinary wickedneſ s. But this you will ſay is 
what nobody is ſo  bad as to be guilty of; well then, 
le t us ſuppoſe , that inſte a d  of chuſing a church as the 
place; he ſh o u ld chuſ e Chriſtm as as the time for the 
like act s  of riot and drunkenneſs; methinks this 
muſt  imply no ſm all degree of the ſame kind of 
wickedneſ s ; for, as he that ſhould get drunk in 
church would inſult the church, ſo he that gets 
drunk at Chriſtm as, which is the ſeaſon for comme
morating the birth o f Chriſt,  inſults Chriſt and his 
religion.

I know it may be ſ aid, that tho ſe who take theſe 
liberties at Chriſtm as do not mean to inſult Chriſt, 
and that they act  from inconſideration; to which I 
an ſwer, that they are then very guilty in being ſo 
inconſiderate ; for I would juſt  r e m a r k  by the way, 
that the ſe people, who are ſo very inconſiderate 

in ſ ome things, are apt to be very conſiderate in 
o thers ; for inſtance , they are very con ſiderate about 
their pleaſures, but very inconſiderate about their 
duty ;  they are often, perhaps, very con ſiderate about 

this world, always very inconſiderate about eternity; 
very conſiderate for them ſelves, and very little 
ſ o about other people ; extremely conſiderate 

their own ſid e  of a bargain, but as inconſid erate 

about the ſide of the other par ty  ; and when they
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have committed a ſin they are apt to be very conſi
derate in finding out excuſes for it, but very incon

ſiderate in tracing out the guilt and miſchief of their 
wickedneſs. In ſhirt, then, let it be remembered,

that inconſiderate way of ſpending Chriſtm as,
which has been ſpoken of, is on ly , in other w ord s, 
the wicked way of ſpending it.

But let us now come to the true way of keeping 
it. Firſt ,  then, in order to know how the time of 
Chriſt ’s birth ought to be remembered by us, I 
would obſerve, that it is neceſſary to underſta n d  well 
who Chriſt  was, and for what purpoſe he came on 
the earth. How abſurd would it be to celebrate 
the Fifth of November, without knowing that, on 
that day, the H ouſes of Parliament were ſaved from 

fire, and our happy Conſtitu tion , as well as our 
Religion, was preſerved to us. Again : how abſurd 
would it be for any man to celebrate the K ing’s 
Birth Day, or Coronation Day, who did not feel 
within his heart loyalty and affection towards his 
Sovereign, and who did not think that any ble ſſings 
were derive'd from our Kingly Government.

Let every one, therefore, who wiſhes to ſpend 
Chriſtmas aright, get acquainted with the benefits 
which have followed from Chriſt ’s coming into the 
world. We will endeavour, now, to ſhew, every 
ſhortly, what theſe benefits have been. The world 

or the time of Chriſt 's appearing, was d ivided into
A
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Jews and Gentiles. T he word Gentiles ſignifies 
nations, that is, all the nations except the Jews. 
L et us ſpeak of the Gentiles, firſ t ,  and of the Jews 
afterwards. The Gentiles were worſhippers of falſe
gods, ſome o f one kind, ſome of another. They 
all, however, agreed in this, that they thought one 
God as good as another, and no one among them 
had any anxiety to bring his neighbour over to his 
religion, which is a plain proof that they had no true 
religion among them ; for, whoever is poſſeſſed of 
true religion, is poſſeſſed of a great comfort and 
bleſſi n g ,  which he will therefore be glad to convey 
to  other people alſo. I t  was the cuſtom of ſome of 
theſe Gentiles to worſhip ſlocks and ſtones; others 
bowed down to living animals, ſuch as bulls or goats, 
or lizards ; and others paid their ſtupid adoration to 
the ſun, inſtead  of the Author of it. Many of them 
worſhipped their deceaſed fellow-creatures, and the 
dead men, who were thus turned into gods, had been, 
in general, ſome of the moſt wicked and abominable 

of  the human race.
Now this ignorance of the true God was followed 

(as all ignorance of him is apt to be) by great wick
edneſs in their practice. They were " given over 
"  on this account (as St. Paul, the inſpired Apoſtle, 
"  declares) to a reprobate m ind; to work all un
"  cleanneſs with greedineſs .” T h e y  le a rn t  to con
found good and evil—  vices were then commonly



practiſed ſuch as are not named among Chriſtian s .
Falſe principles and falſe maxims o f every kind, 
abounded. Slavery prevailed even in the moſt  
civilized lands, for almoſt  all ſervants were ſl a ves in 
thoſe days. The earth was filled with  violence.
He that had killed the greateſt  number of his fe llow-

creatures got uſually the greateſt  praiſe. W ars were carried on with d r e a d f u l  
f e r o c i t y ,  and multitudes 
were maſſacred at the public games, in battles fought 
for the amuſement of the people. Humanity, kind
neſs, and benevolence, were made no account of; 
and ſuch a thing as an hoſpital was not known. 
Revenge was both practiſed and recommended; and 
thoſe excellent chriſtian  graces, humility, univerſal 
charity, and forgiveneſs of injuries, were conſidered  
as weakneſſes and faults. I ſ h dder to think of the 
dreadful ſtate of mankind in thoſe days. God g ran t 
that the ſame evils may never return. They are the 
natural conſequences of being without Chriſtian ity    
in the world ; for when Chriſt i a nity is gone there is 
no rule to go by. Every man may then ſet up a 
falſe goodneſs of his own. Morals, o f courſe, grow 
worſe and worſe ; a fierce and proud ſpirit comes in 
the place of chriſtia n  meekneſs and benevolence, 
and claims the name of Virtue;  and the Saviour of 
the World, with all his works of mercy, being for
got, man becomes cruel, and unju ſt ,  and ſe l f iſh.
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and implacable, and unmerciful, for all the violent 
p a ſſions o f our nature are let looſe.

I f  we enquire alſo into the character of the Jews,
who lived before the coming of our Saviour, we
ſhall find them to have been deplorably corrupt, 
though they expected his coming, and were, in
ſome meaſure, acquainted with true religion. The 
little knowledge which they had, ſeems to have been 
perverted, through the wickedneſs of their hearts ; 
and, in ſ hort, the Scriptures aſſure us, that " both 
“  J ews and Gentiles were all under ſin .’’  Such was 
the ſta te  into which the world was ſunk before the 
time of our Saviour’s appearance in it.

L et us deſcribe, next, who Chriſt was, and what 
were the conſequenees of his coming. He is called 
in Scripture "  the Son of G od;" and in ſome 
p laces, " God's only Son ;"  which ſhews that there 
is no other Being like unto him. We know that a 
ſon, by his very birth, derives privileges from his 
father which belong to no other perſon; that he 
partakes in the fame rank and inheritance with his 
father; and that he poſſeſſes alſo, in an eſpecial man
ner, his father’s favour, and altogether differs from a
ſtranger or a ſervant. Chriſt ,  then, is to be conſi
dered, in all ſuch ſenfes as theſe, as the Son of God. 
I t  is true, he is called alſo the Son of Man, for he was 
to rn  of a woman (namely, o f the Virgin Mary,) 
and he took upon him our nature, dwelling on
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earth for thirty years. W e  ſhould take great care,
h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  his appearance among us, as a man, 
does not lead us to form any low and unworthy no

tions of him. Suppoſe now that the ſon  o f a  k ing 
was to travel in the dreſs o f a private ſubject, on 

ſome merciful and condeſcending errand, to a diſt a n t  
and obſcure part of his territory, ſurely it would be 
very u n gen erou s and ungrateful, if the poor villagers, 
whom he came to ſerve, were to deny to him the 
h o n o u r s  o f  a king’s ſon, merely becauſe they could 
n o t  believe that ſo great a perſon could ſto o p  ſo low 

to come among them, eſpecially if  he brought 
proofs of his power and greatneſs along with him. 
Juſt  ſo, methinks, are all thoſe perſons ungenerous 
and ungrateful, who refuſe to Chriſt  that divine 
honour which belongs to him, merely becauſe he 
condeſcended to be made fleſh and blood, and to 
dwell among us. Let us, then, receive, with ſim 
plicity and humility, the ſcripture teſtimony con
cerning him. It ſpeaks o f him in terms that are 
quite aſtoniſhing. "  His name,"  ſays the Prophet 
foretelling of his birth, "  ſhall be called W onderful,
" Counſellor, the M ighty God, the Everlaſt in g  
" Father, the Prince of Peace, and the Government 
" ſh all be on his Shoulders.” T he Evangeliſt  
John tells us, that “  the W ord (meaning Chriſt )  
“ was with God, and the W ord  was G od.” — "  By 
Him,” it is ſaid, in the Hebrews, “  God made the



"world;" and again, "let all the angels of God 
 "worſhip him. All power hath been given him,  

“  both i n  heaven and earth, and God hath com-
"  m itted all judgment to the Son.”—“ The hour 

" alſo cometh when they that are in their graves 
 " ſ h all hear the voice of the Son of Man, and ſhall 
" c o me forth, they that have done good to the re

" ſurrect io n  of life, and they that have done evil 
"to the r e ſ u r r ect io n  of damnation.”

Such are a few of the expreſſio n s  uſed in ſcripture 
concerning Chriſt.  Let us learn from theſe to adore 

 his Divine Majeſty ,  and truſt his power, as well as 
to fear his wrath, and to account him able to fulfil 
all the purpoſes of his coming.

 But let us next deſcribe what theſe purpoſes were
it  m ay be ſaid in general, th a t  " it was for us men, 
"  and for our ſalvation, that he came down from 

"  heaven;”  or, as the Scripture expreſſes it, "th 
"  Son o f  Man came, to ſeek and to ſave that which 

 "  was loſt,  and to give his life a ranſom for many." 
The world, as hath been already ſhewn, was ſunk 

in ſin, and not in ſ in only, but in condemnation alſo. 
Ever ſince the fall of our firſt parent Adam, man 
h a d  becom e a ſinful creature. "  But as in Adam all 

" h ad died,  ſo now in  C hriſt  were all (that is, all
" wh o  wo u l d  receive him, ) to be made alive."

Chriſt,  then ,  w as the ſecond Adam : as Adam was
the Deſtroyer, ſo Chriſt  was the R eſtorer of our race.
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who is called t h e  P rince of Darkneſs,
had, as we are told in Scripture, b e co m e  th e  g o d

and the prince of this world. C hriſt ,  there fo re , 
came into the world as a conqueror comes, t o re
cover in empire that was loſt ,  and t o  bring  back the 
rebels to their obedience, and to happineſ s. H e 
came to overthrow that kingdom of darkneſs winch 
through the power of  the Devil, and the corruption  
of man, had been ſet up. “  For this purpoſ e the 

 “ Son of God was manifeſte d ,  that he might deſtroy
"  the works of the  D e v i l ."  H e  came "  to redeem
"  us from all iniquity, and to purify unto himſel f a 
" peculiar people, zealous of good works." 

But how does Chriſt  fu lfil his purpoſe of deliver
ing us? Firſt,  I would obſerve, that he lived  a moſt 
holy life, hereby ſetting before  us an example that we 
ſhould tread in  his ſteps. H e went about doing 
good. Never was any one ſo kind and  gracious to 
all who came to him as Je ſus C h riſt .  I  would here 
obſerve alſo , th a t h e  preached the Goſpel to man
kind ; he to ld  us what w e muſt believe and do, in 
order to enter into the Kingdom of H eaven. Through, 
him alſo the Holy Spirit o f God is granted to us. 
And, to crown all, he died for us. H e was nailed to 
the Croſs, and ſuffered a cruel death for our ſakes, 
bearing the wrath of God in our ſte a d . “  Herein

"is love, not that we loved God, but that H e loved 
" us, and ſent His Son to be the propitiation for our 
"ſins." Chriſt  is that Lamb of God which has



"been offered up as a ſacrifice, ” a n d  " w h i c h
"  taketh away the ſin s  o f  the world.” Now, then,
le t us rejoice and ſay triumphantly with the P rophet
o f old, “ Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is
"  given.”— "  Behold, ( ſaid the Angels,) I  b r i n g

"you glad tidings  o f  great joy; for unto you is 
“  born, this day, a Saviour, which is Chriſt  the 
"  Lord." — “  Glory be to God in the higheſt, on 
"  earth peace, good-will towards men."

Oh! how many thouſands have had reaſon to bleſs
 the ſeaſon which we are now commemorating—the 
ſe a ſon of the Birth of Je ſus Chriſt  ! The world, it is 
true, is ſtill wicked, for there are many who do not 
believe in this Saviour; a nd there are not a few who 
think they believe in him, and who do not. Never
theleſs, even the world in general has been the 
better for his coming, for the thick darkneſs is paſt, 
and the true light now ſhineth. Through Chriſt ’s 
coming iniquity has been leſſened even among un
believers ; for the real Chriſtians, though few, have 
held up to view the nature of true goodneſs, and 
even bad men have, in ſome meaſure, been con
ſtrained to imitate them ; they have alſo grown more 
a ſhamed, than they otherwiſe would have been, of 
their vices.

But  who can calculate the b l eſ ſ i n g  which Chriſ
tianity h ath been to t houſands o f  t r u e  believers?
How many lives hare been made holy here on earth
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how many hearts have been cheered and comforted
by it; how many deaths, which would otherwiſe

have been moſt  gloomy, have been rendered joyful 
trium phant; and, above all, how many immortal 

fouls have been ſaved, and made happy to all eter
n i t y ,  through faith in this bleſſed Redeemer! “  My 
"ſheep ( ſays Chriſt , )  hear my voice, and they 
" follow me, and I give unto my ſheep eternal life;
" and they ſhall never periſh , neither ſhall any 
" p l u c k  them out o f my hands.”— “  I go to prepare 
" a place for them, that where I am they may be
" a l ſ o . "

A n d  now, Reader, what are your thoughts on the  
ſubject of your Saviour’s appearance on this earth of 
our’s ? If you are a true Chriſt ia n ,  your language will 
be ſuch as the following: "  It is through the coming 
of Chriſt  into the world that I have learnt to know 
myſelf, and to  know the God who made me. I am 
by nature blind and ignorant; I am alſo ſinful and 
undone; I am utterly without hope, except through 
the mercy of my Saviour; and even though I have 
been born in a chriſtian  land, I can trace back, in my 
recollection , many proofs of this my natural igno
rance, and corruption, and hardneſs of h ear t. I was 
once like a ſheep going aſtray, but I am now re
turned to the ſhepherd of my ſoul. I followed the 
bent of my own fooliſh will, but the grace of God 
in Jeſus Chriſt ,  hath changed my ſinful heart ; the
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knowledge o f  m y corruption h a s  humbled me ; the 
thought o f  my Saviour's dying  f o r  m e has ſtirred up
divine gratitude w ith in  m e, an d  th a t  acquaintance
with his Go ſpel which I have gained hath changed 
my whole views o f  life . C h riſt ’s character delights 
me; I  read the hiſto r y  o f  his humble birth, his pain
fu l  death, and his glorious reſurrection, as it r e
corded in Scripture, w ith hope and joy, and with 
holy confidence and t r u ſt . H o w  ſhall I ſufficientfy 
bleſ s G od for J e ſus Chriſt!  W h atev er change has 
been wr ou gh t in me I trace to  Chriſt ’s coming into 
the world. I f  C h riſt had never come, how corrupt 
ſhould I at this m om ent have b een , how blind, how

 dark , how ignorant, how  different from what, 
t hro ugh the grace o f  G od, I now am ! How miſer
able  in com pariſ on  o f  m y  p re ſent  h a p pineſs! I am 
engaged, indeed, in a ſ harp conflict with my ſins; 
but, through m y Saviour's  help, I hope to gain 
ground againſt them. I have occasionally doubts 
and fears, but, in general, I feel confident that the 
promiſes o f  G od are ſure and certain in Chriſt Jeſus, 
for I know  in w hom  I have believed,  and I am per
ſ uaded tha t he is able to, keep  that ſoul w h i c h  I have 
com m itted  to him  till the great day .’'
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A  C H R I S T M A S  H Y M N .

JOY to the world, the Lord is com e,
L et earth receive the K i n g ;  
Let every heart prepare him  room ,

And Heav’n and Nature sing.

Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns,
Let men their songs employ,

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, 
Repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground ;

Becomes to make his blessing flow  
Far as the curse is found.

Our father ate forbidden fruit,
And from his glory fell,

And we, his children, thus were brought 
t o death, and near to hell.

Blest be the Lord who sent his Son
To take our flesh and blood,

He for our lives gave up his own,
To make our peace with God. 

H e  honour’d all his Father’s laws,
Which we have disobey’d ; 
He bore our sins upon the Cross,

A n d  our full ransom paid.
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Behold him riſing from the grave ; 
Behold him rais’d on h igh:

He pleads his merit there, to ſave 
T rangre ſſors, doom’d to die.

Soon ſhall the Lord to judgment come, 
And with a ſovereign voice 

Shall call, and break up every tomb,  
And bid his ſaints rejoice.

O may I then with joy appear 
Before the Judge’s face,

And w ith the bleſs’d assembly there 
Sing his redeeming grace,

F I N I S .


