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O N E S I M U S ,  & c .

ON E S I M U S  was a servant (or slave) in the 
house o f  one Ph ilem on . This Philemon 

seem s to have been rem arkab le  for being a good 
C hris tian , but the A postle  Paul very particularly 
m en tio n s  his “ love and faith towards the Lord 
Jesus ,  and towards all saints. "  I t  is plain then that 
O nesim us  m u s t  have had g r e a t  advantages by liv
ing in the  house o f  s u c h  a  m a s te r ;  and one would 
think tha t  he m u s t  have been a  good Christian 
also. N o, he was far o th e rw is e .  H e was quite 
insensib le  o f  his a d v a n tag e s .  Although there is 
said to have been “  a c h u r c h ,” that is, a collection 
o f  w orshipping C h r is t ia n s  in P h ile m o n ’s house, yet 
O nesim us seem s to have been  not at all the better 
fo r  it. H e  received, no doub t, th e  instructions,  he 
attended regu la r ly  the  fam ily  prayers, he also be
held daily the  bright exam ple  o f  Philemon, and 
y e t  his h ea r t  continued to be hardened. I should 
th ink improbable tha t  O nesim us w a s  very blind and 
ignoran t respec t ing  religion, and  also ve ry careless 
about it, so tha t  all the  sp ir itua l inst r uctions he re
ceived, would go in at one ear ,  as th e  saying is, and 
o u t  a t  th e  o ther .

In  the  m ean  t im e  tem pta t ions  of various kinds 
would probably com e upon h im , and thus he would 
advance from bad to worse, for one s in  commonly 
leads on to another, at leng th  his heart being dread
fu lly  hardened, he would be ready  for almost any
wickedness. It seems by St. Paul's account, that



he became an u n f a i t h f u l  s e r v a n t  and ac tually  rob
bed his master, and that he th e n  r u n  aw a y  (perhaps
taking his booty with h im )  to  th e  g re at c i t y  o f  
Rome, where it would be easy for O nesim us to  c o n 
ceal himself, just as it  is; easy  for a  m a n  w h o  h a s
played the villain som ew here  a t  a d is tance in th is  
country, to lie hid in London now.
I f  t h e  present s to ry  w ere  to  stop h e r e ,  w h e r e
then, it might be said, is th e  use of hav ing  a ll t h ese
family prayers and this “ c h u rch  in  the ho use?"
Why the v e r y  servants you in s t ru c t  will still cheat 
you just as much as if  they w ere  n o t  i n s t r u c t e d , and 
it is as well therefore  to  leave th e m  to  go on th e ir  
own way, without t ry in g  to  make th e m  religious.—
I w i l l  not stop to rep ly  to this observation  here ,  be 
ca use, as we go on with the  s tory, th e  answer w i l l
be plain enough. 

What I have nex t t o r e m a r k  o f  O n e s i m u s ,  i s
that when he got to R o m e ,  h e  went to  hear th e
Apostle Paul preach. W e  are n o t  told the  reason
of his first a t tending on th e  Apostle . It is not im
probable, however, tha t  som e qualm  o f  conscience
might put him upon this visit. M e th in k s  I see h im
for a few days, o r  weeks, r io t in g  in vice, spend ing
freely the handful o f  p lu n d e r  w hich  he had ca r r ied
off, and as his pockets grow  low, b eco m in g  low in
spirits also. A t  length  his last shilling is g o n e .
Alas! he has n o C h r is t ian  m as te r  to  su ppo r t h im ,
no frien d to pity h im —and now having  first doubted
possibly whether to  p lunge in to  so m e new c r i m e in
order to relieve his g row ing distresses, h e  beth inks
Himself of what he  had once so care less ly  heard  in
Philemon’s house ,  and says within his heart “well,
there can be no comfort,  no hope, no chance of deli-
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ve rance for me now, but from the  gospel." I think
it is also possible tha t  he m ig h t  have occasionally 
overheard  the  n a m e  o f  Pau l m entioned  while he was 
waiting at P h ilem on’s table, and when pricked in 
his conscience a t  R o m e ,  Pau l therefore  is the man 
to  whom he would naturally  fly for relief. 

L e t  no m as te r  then  despair  of being an instu
m e n t  o f  good to his servants, even though for a
t im e  he should see no f ru i t  o f  his labours. I am
persuaded th e re  has been m a n y  a footman, or stable 
boy, o r  o the r  se rvan t ,  both m ale  and female, who 
has continued though tless  and profane during the 
wh ole t im e  o f  residence in a religious master’s 
house , and  who never the less  has been struck to the 
h e a r t  afterwards, and has profited materially in the 
end, by som e hint which appeared  to have no effect 
at the t im e  o f  rece iv ing  it.

But we a re  nex t to speak o f  a new scene which 
p resen ts  i t s e l f  O nes im us  is converted  to Chris
tianity  under  Pa u l’s m inis try . T h e  sinner is con
victed of his sin. T h ro u g h  G o d ’s m ercy the run
away is arrested  in his mad and wicked course. The 
poor g u il ty  wretch o f  course  confesses to Paul, his 
guilt, and th rough  the  infinite g race  of God in Christ 
he  obtains pardon, and the  hope o f  e terna l life.

H e r e  then  is a s t r ik ing  proof  o f  the  rich provisi
on o f  m e rcy  which th e re  is in the  gospel. A run
away slave and a t h ie f  m ay becom e a partaker of it; 
God can gran t  even to the vilest a nd most misera
ble s i n n e r  repen tance  unto  life ; a nd it is proper 
t herefore , th a t  all should pray to God for a heart to 
repen t ,  and th a t  no one should despair.

I t  is pl ain from  m any  signs that the  repentance of 
O nesim us was s in c e re . In  the  fir st p lace, I  think
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we may take Paul’s word that it was so, for Paul

would not h a v e  spoken so decidedly as he did, if  he  
had  n o t  first enquired  into the  case. N o ;  I will 
w a r r a n t  you Paul ex am ined  O nes im us very  c losely, 
for Paul’s c h a r i t y  did not consist in believing in a 
good-natured way that e v e ry  one was a  Chris t ian  

who said that he was so : on th e  con tra ry ,  P aul' s  
charity led him to, be carefu l and jea lous  lest h e  
should comfort h i s  flock with a false hope, o r  should  
flatter the person o f  any one. It  m ade h im  th e r e 
fore exceedingly pa r t icu la r  in e x a m in ing the s ta te  
of men’s sou ls : and hence it com es to  pass that the 
w o r d s  of Paul have so m uch weight w h en ev e r  h e 
pronounces any one to  be a C hris t ian .

But the sincerity  of O n e s im u s ’s repentance is still 
further proved by a c i rcu m sta n ce  which is d is t inc t
ly mentioned; I m ean  by his readiness to take  P a u l ’s 
advice when he bids h im  go back again to h i s  inju
red master. Now a false penitent would differ fro m  
Onesimus in this par t icu la r .  A  false pen iten t would 
make a thousand objections to  such a m easure .  
"What,” he would say, “ m u s t  I go  back to  m y 
master whom I have w ronged?  I da re  not shew 
my face before h im , n o r  before m y  fellow se rv an ts . 
I shall sink in to  th e  e a r th  when I see th e m ,  b e 
sides, where is th e  necessity for r e tu rn in g ,  I am  
willing to repent, indeed, but m ay I not repent at 
Rome? Surely I m ay be allowed to rem a in  here  in 
my present obscurity, for the disgrace of seeing 

my master and all m y  o ld fr ie n d s  again is m o re  
than I can bear, bu t  I will bear any t hing e lse ;  I 
will live hard and work honestly , a nd I w ill be v e 
ry sorry for my sin, and I w ill continue to attend

Paul's preaching. Surely this will suffice."—
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" B u t  g o  back again in the first place to you mas
ter,"   say s  P au l . “ G o and own to him 
have  d o n e ; away with all pride and evil shame 
w h ich is about you. Subm it  to the disgrace you 
h a v e  brought on y o u rse lf  and try  to repair the evil 
you  have  done as well as you  can, by 
fo r  Ph ilem on in the t im e  to  co me ; endeavour to e

a rn  for h im  as m uch  m o n ey as y o u  have stolen 
f rom  him , and be not afra id  o f  Philemon's  wrath for

I  w i l l  g i v e  y o u  a  l e t t e r  to h im . This  is the proof  I 
r e q u i re  o f  y o u r  s ince r i ty .”  

H o w  w i s e  a n d  judic ious was this advice of Paul to
O nesim us! “ W h o m ,” says he in the letter, 'I have

sent again," that is, whom I have sent back again 
"in order th a t he may confess his whole fault to you 

and re tu rn  into y o u r  se rv ice .” T h e  confession of 
t h e  s in against P h ilem on  was b e t te r  in this case 

th a n  a n y  g e n e r a l  c o n f e ssion o f  faith, or than any
plausible tale of Onesim u s ’s conversion ; and so it 

may be observe d in o ther  cases, that a readiness to 
go  back at a ll hazards, and to  acknowledge our crime

to the person we have offended, and to repair it as 
well as we are  able, is the  first proof of  sincerity 

that should be required  ; whereas an unwillingness 
to  re t urn implies m uch rem a in in g  pride of heart, a 
very  sinful sort  o f  sham e, a disregard to strict ho
nesty , and a fear o f  consequences that is inconsist
en t  with that fait h and t ru s t  in God which accom
pany t r u e repen tance .

Onesimus, as I h a ve said, consented to return;
and let us not suppose tha t he is now to be pitied on th

at account, o r  tha t any g rea t  miseries were in 
consequence about to fall upon his head. No, let 
us congra tu la te  h im  ra th e r  on his r igh t  resolution, 
for  I will warrant you  th a t  a f te r  the first affecting



scene was over he would be m u c h  th e  happ ie r  for i t ,
and let us remember also th a t  we a re  to cons id e r
him now as a C h r i s t i a n ,  who has got am o n g  C hr is -  
tain people, and that he departs  bearing  in his h a n d
that letter of St. Paul to Ph ilem on  which I have  
spoken of, and w h ich  form s one of the shor t  bo o k s  
of epistles of the New T e s ta m e n t . H o w  kind, h o w
affectionate, how condescending does every  par t  o f  this 
e p i s t l e  appear when it is care fu lly  e x a m in e d  ! 
It is a specimen of the Christian spirit, and we sha ll  
therefore now turn  f ro m  O nes im us’s cha rac te r  to

the contemplation of Paul, which we have
here a fine opportun ity  o f  considering. 

Paul was now grown e x t re m e ly  old, and h e  had 
differed much in the  cause of th e  gospel.  H e  was 

at this very tim e a p r isoner ,  and it was while in  
prison and in bonds th a t  he  had preached s o  effec

tually to O nes im us .  I t  is likewise rem ark ab le  tha t  
not only O nesi m us the slave, b u t  th a t  P h i le m o n  
the master also, to whom the l e t t e r  was addressed, 
had been converted  th rough  P a u l ’s m in is t ry .  T h u s  
therefore this v e n e r a b le  s a in t  was able to w ri te  wi t h  
the authority tha t  belonged to  him  both as an apos
tle, as an old man, and as P h i lem o n ’s fa th e r  in Christ ,  
as the father in l ike  m a n n e r  of  O nesim us, and as a  
chief sufferer, w ho  was soon a l s o  to prove a  n o b le  
martyr, in the cause of th e ir  co m m on Saviour.  

What then is the g round  which he m ay  be s u p 
posed to take in o rder  to  pe rsuade  P h i le m o n  t o  
spare the p o o r  converted  slave that i s  s e n t  back  
to him ? T he  groun d he takes is t h i s  :  H e  f o r b e a r s ,
he says, from t hat exe rc ise  of his auth o r i ty  w h ic h  
such a one as he m ight use, he hints, in a most af
fecting m anner, ho w P h i le mon himself h a d  o w e s
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th e  life o f  his v e ry  soul to  the  apostle, and he then 
e n tre a ts  Ph ilem on , for lo v e ’s sake,  

t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  the earnest request th a t is m ade to him briefly in
t im a tin g  also th e  w orldly profit which Philemon 
w ould der ive from  hav ing  now a christian servant 
instead  o f  an unbelieving one. But let us quote 
th e  apostle’s own w ords— " W h ere fore," says he  
‘‘th o u g h  I m ig h t be bold in Christ to enjoin thee 
th a t which is convenient, y e t  for love’s sake, I ra
th e r  beseech thee, being  such a one as Paul the
aged, and now also a p r iso n er  o f  Jesus Christ ; I be

seech thee  f o r  m y son O nesim us, whom I have be
g o tten  in m y bonds, which in t im e  past was to thee 
u n profitab le bu t is now profitable to thee and to 
me, whom I have sent again, thou therefore re
c e iv e  h im  th a t  is  m ine own bowels .” And then he 
adds, "T h o u  the re fo re  rece iv e  h im  not now as a

s e r v a n t ,  b u t  a b o v e  a  s e r v a n t ,  a  b r o t h e r  beloved
, especially to me, but how much more unto thee 

b o th in the flesh and in the Lord.”
What an astonishing difference does Christianity 

m a k e  i n  m e n !  W hat a kind o f  sp ir it do we here 
trace  ! H ow s tran g e  also m ust all this love and con

descension seem to som e p e o p le ! a man of the world; 
whose se rv a n t  had r obbed h im  and run away, would 

n e v e r  be lieve  Chr istianity  could convert the man, 
and would disdai n to  receive s uch a kind letter as I
have  des crib ed . I  am  persuaded also my readers 
will agre e, that a worldly correspondent, though 
n a tu ra l ly e v e r  so h u m a ne, would be v e r y  far fr o m  

w ritin g  such a kind o f  le t te r  as this ; and certainly 
a n  u n rep en ting and w orldly  m inded s l a v e  would ill 
d ese rv e  to  have it written. B u t h ow a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  

d oes the  apostle  still proceed, “ I f,” says Paul, “thou
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count me therefore a par tner ,  rece iv e  h i m  a s  my

se l f .  I f  h e  h a t  w ro n g e d  thee, o r  owe t h th e e  
aught, put that on m ine account. I P au l  have w rit
ten it with mine own hand, I will repay it. A lb e 
it, I do not say to thee, how thou  ow est to  m e  th ine

o w e t h  b e s i d e s . "And now let it be r e m a rk ed, w hat a happy  influ
ence had Christianity on th e  whole condition of th is  

poor wretched run-away. H e  w a s  sink ing , no doubt,  
into the lowest infamy, as well as pover ty  and woe, 
when he first waited on P a u l ; he was living, I d a re  
say, among the d regs of  the  people of R o m e ; and it 
h e  had remained unconverted , i f  e i th e r  he had no t 
gone to Paul, or if having gone to h im  he h ad ag ain 
hardened his heart,  and re tu rned  to his fo rm e r  w ick
e d n e s s ,  he would probably have ended his days on 
the crucifix or gibbet, o r  at least h e  would soon have 
perished through want, unknown and unregarded , 
for he would have been swept away am ong  the  th o u 
sands whom the vice and wickedness of ev e ry  
great city are continually  sending to an u n t im e ly  
grave. A guilty conscience also would have  
haunted him in his las t  hours ,  and a f te r  dea th h e  
must have stood before an offended God, an d at last 
he must have had his portion  in th a t  place w here  
there is weeping, and wailing, and gnash ing  of te e th .

How happy then, I say, how transpo r t ing  was th e  
change! The pride of his h e a r t  be ing  first subdued 
through that blessed gospel which was m ad e  kno wn 
to him, he re tu rns  to  his m aste r .  T h is  was a g re a t  
step. He returns to s lavery  indeed, but to a s lavery  
no doubt that was ex t rem e ly  mild, and tha t scarce
ly deserved the  n am e  ; for he  is im m ed ia te ly  r e 
ceived even as a b ro th e r  into  th e  family f ro m
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w h e n c e he had fl ed as a cu lprit ,  and the  same epis
t le  of P a u l  w hi c h  in troduced him to Philemon, 
w ould now  r ecom m end him no doubt to many 
m e m b e rs  of the church  a t  Colossus, with whom 

would becom e united in the  bonds of Christian 
love. Nay, if  we believe the re p o r t  of history, his 
good conduct as a slave soon afterwards gained him 
h is  l ibe r ty  a n d  he e ven rose as m any  have suppos
ed, (tho u g h  of this th e re  m ay be a certain degree 
of doubt ) to the situation o f  m in is te r ,  or teacher of 
the  in f a n t  Christian c hurch.

W h a te v e r  his condition may have been during 
the  re m a in d e r  of  his duty  on earth , ( and it is indeed 
com para tive ly  of lit tle  m o m e n t)  o f  this at least we 
a r e  sure, tha t  his everlas ting  happiness was secured, 
and tha t he is n o w  n u m b ered  am o n g  the company 
o f  those  “ who have washed th e ir  garments, and 
made them  wh ite in th e  blood o f  the L a m b ; ’’ whose 
offences in this life are pardoned th ro u g h  the merits 
o f  Christ, a n d  who are  ‘‘s tanding before the throne 
o f  G o d .” T h e r e  the g rea t  apostle  Paul, and his ex
ce llen t friend  Philem on, and th e re  also the convert
ed slave Ones i m us, un ite  with one voice in that 
t r iu m p h a n t  s o ng. ( God gran t  tha t  each of us may 
one  day join in i t )    "U nto  h im  tha t  hath loved us 
and w ish e d  us from  o u r  sins in h i s  o w n  blood, and 

hath m ade  us k ing s and pries ts  unto  God a n d  his 
Father, unto him be g lo ry  and dominion for everand ever. Amen."
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An Application of  the above Story to the Case o f
 those unhappy Men and Women, who, like 

Onesimus, have left their H o me, and 
have got into a bad W ay of Life .

THE story, which we have related, m ay be u s e 
ful to persons o f  ev e ry  class, b u t  th e re  is a 

very particular application  of  it which may be m ade 
to those, who, in som e m easu re ,  re se m b le  the  r u n 
away and unconverted Onesimus.

I mean now, the refo re ,  to address m yse lf  to those 
who through so m e  false s tep in life, and perhaps by 
adding one piece o f  m isconduct to another, have 
fallen into very distressful and disgraceful c i rc u m 
stances. I address m y se lf  more especially to those 
unhappy women, who, like O nesim us,  have r u n 
away from the ir  p ro p e r  hom e, where once perhaps 
they may have heard so m e th in g  of  the  gospel, 
though they did not a ttend to it, and who a re  now 
ruined in their  character,  who are  also plunged by 
their growing necessities into a life of open and  
allowed sin, and are perish ing  both as to body and 
soul, either in o u r  g re a t  towns or am ong  the  d reg s  
of the people of o u r  metropolis.

I would en trea t  such persons to  consider a l i t t le  
the case of this poor O nesim us, a t the t im e  he was 
plunged, as I have supposed h im  to have been, in  

debaucheries o f  R om e, and w hen  he m u s t  be  
viewed as a run-away, and even a th ief  and a v a g a 
bond. M ethinks he resem bled , in a few lead ing  
particulars, what som e of  you may be at p resen t .  
Now it happened th a t  O nes im us  w ent one day to  
hear Paul preach. W h a t  if  you w ere for once in 
your lives to do th e  s a m e ?  I m ean , w hat if  y ou 
were to go and hea r  the preach ing  o f  som e faithful
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and zealous minister of Christ, some follower of 
Paul the Apostle ? I would advice you, if you think 
of doing it at all, to go on the very next Sabbath
—Onesimus, by hearing Paul preach, was delivered
out of all his troubles, for he was effectually con
verted to Christianity; and who knows whether if
you pursue the same means, it may not please God
to sav e  you, b ot h  body an d  soul ; in the  same manner.
— Indeed, I can hardly i m a g i n e  any other way 
than that which Onesimus actually took by which he 
could have been recovered; and, depend upon it

 if ever you escape, and are restored to peace, to 
happiness, and to society, it must be by the same
mighty power o f  the gospel. W ould  to God; that
some unhappy creature, who reads this tale, and 
who has imitated Onesimus in his wanderings, 
might imitate him in his repentance. Would to 
God that some lost sheep might thus be brought 
back into the fold of Christ. Would to God, that 
some prodigal son for instance might be persuaded 

like the prodigal son in the gospel; to repent and re
turn to his father’s house: or that some woman, 
who is a sinner, while she is reading this tale, 
might find her eyes begin to stream with tears, like 
the Magdalen who wept so plentifully at the feet of 
our Saviour, and might, l ike her, attain to a com
fortable and well grounded hope, that “ her sins 
which are many,” are forgiven her.

"But what can we do?" methinks I hear a whole 
m ultitude of such persons reply, "We long to be 
restored to all the comforts you speak of; we are 
charmed at the very mention of such happiness, but 
we know not how to get possession of it.” I answer, 
do then in all respects like Onesimus, Take ex
ample as far as your case will allow, from all the
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various circumstances whic h m a y  be supposed to 
have belonged to his tale. First of all, he attended 

Paul's preaching, after which, I suppose, he called 
the apostle, and told him his story. The apos

tle, indeed, was a poor man himself and a prisoner 
also; so that a little good advice, (which, however, 
is a very valuable th ing ) was all that could be got 
from him; except, indeed, that Paul being acquain
ted with a number of good Christia n s, among whom 
there might be some rich ones also, he was able to 
give Onesimus a letter of introduction, if he thought 
proper. The same thing, perhaps,  may h appen 
now. If you will call on some minister o f  the gospel, 
after having for a while attended his preaching, 
provided he judges you to be truly penitent, he will 
be induced, perhaps, if poor himself, to give you a  
recommendation to some Christian friend o f  his, to 
some capital housekeeper like Philemon.  

But shall I tell you what will be his difficulty ? 
A suspicion will immediately arise about your sin
cerity, and the removal of this suspicion is the g reat 
thing which you must aim at. Onesimus succeed
ed in removing this suspicion from the mind of 
Paul; for, if he had not, I am sure Paul wou ld ne
ver have written such a letter as he did to Philemon. 

Let me, then, close with a little advice as to this
point, I mean as to the manner in  wh ich yon m ust  
give proof of your sincerity. 

First, when you confess your fau lts to any one 
of whom you ask help, do not confess them by  
halves. I  have known some persons acknowledge 
a few things which they have done wrong, and 
which, indeed,  they could not hide, while they
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have been mightily reserved upon other points. 
T hey  have left out half their story. They have 
thought, perhaps, to spare themselves hereby, but 
in fact, it was commonly proved, that what was con
cealed was afterwards discovered, and they have
been rejected, not at all on account of any unwilling 
ness to help them, though hitherto ever so wicked, 
but on account of its continuing still to be impossi
ble to put any trust in them. Onesimus, I warrant 
you, confessed his whole sin to Paul, and was not 
detected afterwards in any little reservations or ex
cuses, or false colourings.

Again, draw nearer and nearer to religion. Read 
the scriptures. Avoid bad company. Attend dili
gently on the preaching of the gospel; and endea
vor to make acquaintance with those who attend al
so, and who, however poor, are religious. Onesi
mus had become one among the little society of 
the “ Saints which were at Rom e,” at the time 
when Paul wrote so confidently of his sincerity. 

Again, put away your pride and false shame, 
very forlorn and wicked people are  often very 
proud, and this pride works in a thousand ways, 
so as to hinder their deliverance.  Onesimus sub
m itted to go back, to his old master, n o t withstand
ing all the shame, th a t  attended his  return; and you 
must shew something  of the same temper, if you 
expect any one who understands the human heart 
so as all Christians do, to put confidence in your

s incerity .  
A gain , put y o u r  t ru s t  in G o d .  Dare to fulfil your 

p resen t d u t y ; and do not 
 reason too much about consequences .  G od has all events, and he has
l ikewise all hearts in his hand : and he can and will
make a way for your escape, as he did for that of
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Onesimus, i f  y o u  r e s o lv e  fu l ly  to  f e a r  h im ,  and put  
your trust i n h i m .

Again, determine on the life or industry; for all
idleness in you m ust be dishonesty. O nesimus 
went and worked even as a slave. I hope you have 
no objection to go and work any where as a se rv a n t, 
and to accept even the low est service. I hope too 
you desire to be a very diligent and profi table ser
vant. “ Onesimus,” as St. Paul o b s e r v e s ,  "had 
been once unprofitable, but w as now profitable." 
He became a most valuable hard-w orking  m an 
when he became a Christian.

But, above all things, take care to be what you
wish to appear; take care, I mean, to be a m ost s in
cere and true penitent. It is a small m atter to 
seem sincere in the sight o f  you r  fellow c r e a t u r e s  
when you are not so in the sight of God. T h e heart 
is deceitful. Enter, therefore deeply in to  th is  
matter. Consider your own weakness in t i m e s  
p a s t ,  fly from temptation; be often on your knees, also. 
Confessing your sins, and praying to God to strength
en you  by his Holy Spirit; pray  to h im ,  in short, 
"to search and to try you, to prov e y ou, and exa

mine your ways, to look well if there  be any way 
of wickedness in you, and to  lead you in the way 

e v e r l a s t i n g , "  
And now, are you  s till  out of  spirits, and  de

sponding? Do you still  thin k there is no  friend to 
pity you, no help near you , and  tha t n o  m in is te r,
if you should go to him , will take notice of y our 

case? I will add anoth e r  h in t on this subject. W hen 
Onesimus first w e n t to  P a u l, I  d a re  s a y  h e  li t t le
expected to get such a kind letter as he obtained. 

Shall I then explain to you what was the cause
which made Paul condescend so readily to this
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poor, repen ting  s in n e r  ? I t  was th is:— Paul was 
once a g re a t  s in n e r  h im s e l f : he could remember a 
t im e ,  when ( though he nev e r  was a thie f or a run
a w ay ) ye t  he was a h inderer  o f  the gospel, and even 
a persecu to r  also. But Paul had obtained mercy.

 —And now it became the happiness of his life to 
t e l l  o f  the  g race  o f  Jesus  Christ. ‘'U nto  me," said 

he, " w h o  am  less than the least of all saints, is 
th is  g rac e  g iven ,  tha t  I should preach among the
G entiles  the  unsearchab le  riches o f  Christ, ” He 
th o u g h t  it the  g rea tes t  honour in the World to be
allowed to publish am ong  the  vilest Gentiles, the 
salvation o f  the  blessed Jesus .  So it is also now. —  

T h e  very  best men on earth, whether Christian 
m in is te rs  o r  Christian people, like Paul, owe all to 
m e rc y ,  and they long, the re fo re ,  to commend you

f o r  y o u r  r e l i e f .

L e a r n  t h e n ,  t o  unders tand  t h e  true hindrance
to your recovery. It is not that there  are no Chris

t ians  w ho will help  you . I t  is not there are no
means of deliverance for  y o u , for we have shewn 

y o u  t h a t  " i f  the re  is a will th e re  is a way.” It is
n o t  th a t  y o u  a re  d r iv e n  in to s in by an irresistible
fa te ,  fo r  G od  is  above fate, and God drives no man 

into sin. It is, in short, y o ur  own fault, and your 
own fault alone. Escape, then , immediately. Give 

no slee p  to y o u r  eyes, no r  s lu m b e r  to  your eyelids, 
you have tak e n s o m e  step  towards your reco

very .  R e m e m ber ,  in  short, t h at if Onesimus es
caped, so may y o u ; and that i f  y o u  use not the same
m e a n s , th is very s to ry  of  Ones im u s  will one day 
r is e  up in ju d g m e n t  against you.

F I N I S .


