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The memoirs of departed saints are interesting to
viving Christians, as they tend to unfold the providen
of God towards his people, the experimental work
Christianity in their hearts, and the influenee of Divy
grace on their characters and conduct, and thus add o
firmation to the truth of the Gospel of Christ. Thic
terest is increased, however, when they relate to such«
vants of the Lord, as have long held a distinguished phs
in the visible church. The following is a very brief sket
of the history and character of one whe was an emiu
saint, as well 4s an honcured, influential, and useful milf
nister of the Gespel, for the space of fifty years.

Dr. Hall was born at Catheart-mill, on the 6th of Jin
uary 1756, which is contiguous te Glasgow, and had b
cccupted by his ancestors for many generations, [l
parents, James Hall and Isabell Bulloeh, were pers
of decided piety, superior intelligence, and a good edi
cation. They were staunch Preshyterians, and zealow)
adhered to that secession from the Church of .Scotlu,
which, about twenty years before, had origizated il

s



31

some great and faithful rren, in consequence of the eTTOTS
in doctrine, remissness in discipline, and infringement,
by patronage, of the liberty and rig].:ts of the Christian
people, which were then, and are Stl.” toler?t-vd by tzs’e
general assembly of the Scotch Established Church. \I‘ne
father feued a site for the first secession church in Glas-
gow, and his mother, whose paternal property lay in the
vicinity of Kirkintilloch, presented to the Seceders ar
that place, the ground on which their church is erected.
nd it sppears worthy of notiee, that no fewer than three
churches were built for Dr. Hall, during the course of
his ministry: one at Cumnock, and two in Edinburgh.
He had three sisters and two brothers, four of whom
were older than himself. When he was about five years
of age, his father was removed to the better country, and
the training of his mind devolved upon his mother,*
whose instructions, prayers, and example, appear to have
heen eminently blessed to him, as well as to the rest of
her family ; for from his youth, he was well acquainted
with the Scriptures, and exhibited a walk and converse -
tion becoming a disciple of Christ.

At an early age he gave indications of a sprightly in-
tellect, and distingnished himself at sehool as a very apt
scholar. During his attending the grammar scheol of
Glasgow, he one year gained the second prize, and in
each of thwe three others, the first prize, in that eminent
clsssical seminary. On leaving it, he entered the Uni-
v rsity of glasgow, where he studied for five sessions, and
went through a complete course of literary and philoso-
phical education, characterized by uncommon assiduity,

* This good woman lived to see a'l ker children respectably
settled in lifer The eldest son, his father’s successor in the m;}f
and farm ; James and his younger brother, (now the Rev. RobL
ert Hall, of Kelso,) ordained ministers in the Secession-Church
and all her three daughters, the wives of faithful and emine-. .
clergymen, in the same connexion, 3
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distinguished abilities, and the hiochest suceess, |
nius was bright and well regu r‘ed, a1 d the WA-,.(,Q
his talents was so strikingly oonslhcu( us, that he g
i \3 euluuh) for attaininZ eminence in any pro (“,5,(,;1
the piety of his mind (-lwtmnm\wi him te prosecy
study of Divinity. At this per iod, a entieman of
influence, to whem his merit was ww:l knewn, ang
admired his character and talents, gave him asy
of an {J\(ulc';t living, if he would pursue hrs theg|,
studies in connexicn with the Lr-‘.ta.‘;lh}i(‘(l Church.
MoV JlHy attachv(i to the prim'i“?es‘ he had )
from his parents, an d ac lo'm-n from mature vudgmm
he p(mtclv and un '.m,it. xtmmy declined the offer., A

> the Associate Presbyt tery of Glasgow for "dﬂl

LU

1mto the list of its tfn‘-(‘}(’ oieal &mdmh, 1mmediat 'lx
t uned its app robation, and entered on a course m
| :oical studies, under the 1 mw. Joln Brown, of Hai
ton, then Professor of Divinity to the ;’-;wsmmm f*i';'

A fter attending th e pr elections of that mmwv Dir

4 { @
aad hencu .(..Lm undergoing the usual course of " prel

ary trials, he was licen ced to preach the everlasu ngl
" in the year 1776, when he ;md_]ust comyl
ieth year of his age. A

Before he Lizd Leen m any months a probatione
req z:ived a unaniz wus call to beecome H., minister
'mnn at Cumnock, in Ayrshire andws
dained ‘}: re in the following Apri] }‘-ei g then on)

L

years of age. In the spring of 1780, he married )

Maxwell, of Bogton, with whom he h'”l been imin;
from his L.mdhooc, and in whom lie enjoyed an affect
ate and valuable partner till the end of his life. T
had several chile hnn, who all died before reaching
years of maturity, except one daughter, who stil
v’v:!.fes*.. with her widowed mother, to lament the il‘I;P]}‘i
Al

loss of a beloved and affectionate father. 2
slic same time, he was called to be the pastor of W

s
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drest ¢ (w‘\"‘r(‘-(""‘iiO'] in London; but the Associate Synod,
L3 >
S i
rareeab]v to s (iL sire, continued him 1n Cumnock. Af-
',Pr?g(, wing there, however, with fidelity and suceess,
] e N ¥ :.'
3 space of nine \(' R, he was xHU‘ lated to Edin-
oy tﬁi :

l)lllgh n 1“1) mec T“.\" O 1 Ju ;.\ I""Q V ‘t‘l ]“x (nn’,.‘\v fi

his apleW ed talents for ti~  leng ne:im. of forty vears and

four mmm.«, with inereasing cel rebrity.  He received
\ ~ “ b+ e A :
become the minister i

(331 ]U( ee ', some yvears ?i';‘f{‘l' to

a conmuTe ! tson 1n )‘=i;.;;;-iwr-:‘zé):'; but the Asgociate Synod
to which he was Hi:?;',if('f, consieering that his S] here of

™

l]qefuii:‘lwh \v\‘:L\‘\ P{Ell:’i.‘fk’ ‘h,‘.y‘l"l]-}'l‘v (‘ l!l —lx(}lij¥l!\l" Ij}* “" L 1‘

T o [ - . P B :
not consent to his removal from 1t.  As an evedenct
i . A s SR e PG e
his Hnasp:ring (:hﬂ“ 1101, Not s-“;l\»‘.‘/lhfm"; (1S UNFIVGIie
¢ 2 1+}he ) 1
h\)plﬂdlit», 1t may be menitioned to his henour that the i

the venerable 1 rofessor I’ eattie, 1n the ‘
deeny voluntarily undertock to procure for him the

gree of Doctor in Divinity from that University, he mo-
({(»‘St]y declined 1ts 8,('('0')*'”1(“) because none (4-' I:?;«‘ re-
thren in the Secession Chureh had, at that period |
dignified with the same honorary title. It is m;zy about
thirteen vears since the College at Philadelplie unani-

mously confeired the dez2ree upon him, and }fsf'm'im.'«.
that time, a similar honour had been awarded to som.
of bis brethren by different Universities.

He was allewed to possess, 1 an eminent measure
the peculiar I‘é'(!'li*itt"? ;f a Christian orater. ‘His a
pearanee, especially while young, was uncommon 1y
teresting, |

His Vuuv though 1 ot mmm, us,

His nm«mL was tall. h: mdson e, and dignified

'as clear, extensive, &

 natul ltﬂﬁ?e and 1r‘r )I@SK VE
xauetv. His eye bv‘*mt d w ;’?‘ devotonal ardenr

f«iit‘
his counte nance glowed with benienant >:ﬂotlm.e, His
u(thn WwWas anily H\PEL grace nlU and {[)P'(\“"{ﬂ*(l p"(! 1w

whele demeancur dignified

¥ ; with suc it an air of unaffect-
ed sanctity, that the writer

, on beh rdmn his earliest

hibitions in th e pulpit, was forcib] sly impressed with

s\
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idaa, that “he moved with the easy grace of any,
charged with the gracious behests of the Most Hig

The style of his composition was lively, elegan,
perspicuous, frequently copious, but always repletg
instructice sentiments.  His subjects were selecte(,
Tndgment—uniformly adapted to the cireumstany
his auditory, the peculiar aspects of Providence, ay(
particular occasions on which they were elucidated, |
divicions and subdivisions, though sometimes consil;
bly numerous, were well calculated to illustrate hisy
assist the memory of his hearers, and furnish them,
topics of improving meditation In all his discoursy
was eloquent and interesting ; but he consalatory
of religion, the peaceful sound of salvation, the gooli
ings of great joy, which were brought by the angel
Lord to the highly-favoured shepherds of Bethlel
were the themes on which he dilated with paramo
vleasure. He was well qualified, indeed, for rousing
careless, alarming the impenitent, and iv pelling they
ty to fiee from the wrath to come ; but while exhibi
the love of God, the unsearchable riches of Christ, a
the astonishing wonders of redemption te poor, misen
wrath-deserving sinners, he never fuiled to shine wil
surpassing lustre.

An extemsive combination ef attractive qualities ¢
tered in to the composition of his public character, wii
rendered kis ministrations equally acceptable to persy
of erudition and taste, and to ingenious minds that wt
total strangers to polite literature. He was blessed vl
a facinating ease, ewergy, and ernestness of manpé’
oraceful facility of utterance, a compass of language whit
vever allowed him to hesitate, or to return for a b}m
eas wi

word or a happier phrase—an amplitude of id
engl

os all occasions rendered him rich and coplous—a stf
of imagination which supplied him with striking mlf} I
structive figures—a comprehensive knowledge of Chri
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#ian theology, which qualified him for bringing fiom the
greasury of eternal truth, matter admirably gdapted to e-
very exigence; such a complete understanding of human
pature and experimental religion, as made kim adminis-
ter to each individual a suitable portion of satisfactory
food in the most appropriate season, &n admirable apti-
tude to strengthen weak hands and cenfirm feeble kunees,
to soothe the anguish of excessive grief, and comfort the
Jiversified mourners in Zion—to establish the doubting
or uncenfirmed believer on the sure foundation which the
Lord bath laid, restore back-sliders to the good course
they had unhappily abandoned, allure diffident disciples
to determined perseverance, excite slothful performers o f
duty to diligence and activity, and provoke all whom ke
junnediately addressed, to the exercise of love, and the
practice: of geod works, to run in the righteous ways of
God with accelerated steps,—adorn the doctrine of God
their Saviour in all things, live soberly, righteously, and
and gedly in the world, and look for thie blessed hepe,
the glorious appearance of the great &od, even their Sa-
viour the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for them,
that he might redeem them from all iniquity, and purify
them to bimself, as a peculiar people, zealous of goed
works . In short, though he semetimes found it neces-
sary to assume the character of a Boanerges, he appear-
ed to take much meore pleasure in exhibiting himself as a
son of consolation. When he ascended the pulpit, 1
might, with much propriety, be said concerning him :

¢ There stands the messenger of truth; there stands
The Jegate of the skies! his theme divine,

His office sacred, his credentials clear.

By him the violated law speaks out

Its thunder ; and by him, In siraints as sweet

As ange's use, the Gospel whispers peace.

He st?blishes the stroag, restores the weak,
Reclaims the wanderer, binds the broken heart,
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And arm’d himself in paneply eomplete,

Of heavenly temper, furnishes wirh arms,
Bg,u.qt as his own, and trains to glorious war
By ev’ry ru'e of holy discipline,

The sacramental host of Ged’s elect,’

Cowpse,

{e was also very attentive te the private duties of|
offiee, while he continued able to perborm them. |,
visiting the sick, his presence, his prayers, and his ¢,
verse, were peculiary acceptahle a and ((msu!atovv, not o,
lv among his own people, but also ameng strangers,
"iﬁ'erémt denominations. And no person could ?:'- hief

- qualified for the ministerial visitation of his flock,
hp was capable of sympathizing with distresse ?ucf?\i.
nals in all situations, addg‘t'"" his conversation to even

, v A4

LI

variety of rin't';xwm;:('p and comunteating suitable

struction 1n every n(n icular condition. But, about ty

he was efflicied with an imflamation of his i

1 1

ver, &c., by which his life was thouzht to be

=n mimin-

ent danger; and though he gradually regained a COnsi
derable share of health, he was ever afterwards subje
{0 inward ('omplaints‘ that rendered him unable to t:z@n:»
any great degree of fatigue: subsequently, he frequen,
awpmr.t(d liets of visitation, and attempted to accom
ph that interesting exe (‘me,; yet the wc(‘ of deseas
wre so deeply rooted in his constitution, that he fou

himself mm;,,xi.}e (:fp(*rrevm‘inﬁ'. and was reluctantly

years ago,

o

bliced to desist,  The unavoidable intermission of a dufs

50 ii'lpcr'im*“ was ascribed to false or eonjectural canses,
by the inc nnwh rate, the less sympathizing part of hi
U-“-'ome such as were seldom subjected to affliction thew:
selves, 3...<i too \)t to judge unfavourably of others, witl-
out being furnished x with ‘.n(;pm' crounds ; and they wert,

C + 1y 1YY YV S £ R © 1+ ~ E
unioriunacly, ]7151”13?‘(‘711«1 L 8P reading (isc
> 1 . L" e 1 i i ~ \“w
inducing others, along with themselves, to embrace t

h

f‘x(?’(;m"si!l'.u\’ which presente | 1tself, of desertmng his m-

"\

,-‘u‘ ) and
:,.«r‘n‘.‘.,

1 air o e —
1857V, el ("411 "u Hr in JL‘:,?atf bt.",('b, wnen e raovel
% v’ \.
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with the attached members of kis congregation o Brough-
ton-place. The fact is, while free from excessive pani,
he was md:s osed to make the nature of his sufferings
known : in bis coversation, he manifested so mmch ('}‘we'r-
fulness and vivacity, and 1n his pulpit exhibited such live-
Bness and vigour, that theee acq sginted with him must
have concluded that he enjoyed a measure of healih e-
qlnl to the energy of his animal s ‘]"ix'iiw But he must
always have been “sensible of hi ewn situation, and his
physiciane (who, duning his illsess, did every thinge with-
in the '('u(h of medical skill and nsuidr;tv.) ex }:*9«%43
their sur .‘Pn , after having complete ly learned the esuves
¢f his mzlady, that he had Leen zble to underco half the
faticue to which he had subjected b nmuf'. Men, alas
look only on the cutward appearance, but the Lord kuow -
eth the real condrtion of his creatures. Irxr}»)(»rfﬂ't and
insacacious mortals, therefore, should beware of ras h cer:-
Su e or arrogaut presumption, and p« A ; yartieular atten-
tion to t at inspired admonition—-¢ Ju"j*e niot, that ye
be not judged ; for with what measwre ye wete, it shall
be n.e.; wred to you again.

As a member of ecclesiastical courts, Lis judgment
vas more thzm usually respected. He assumed mno dic-
tatorial airs, no superiority of discernment, no disposition
to become the leader of a a party ; but his thoveugh ac-
gquaintznce with the forms of bhusiness, lis just under-
sra"'iing of the causes that came under discussion, his
clear comprehension of the ress 1”;.'::,( mpleyed by par-
t s corneerncd, and the tendency of arcun ents advanced

)

b0

Ly me¢ mbers of court; the deep 1nterest he teck i the
oncerts of the ehwrch, his im‘tr:‘-‘rtiz;li:v 1in the weighing

of e"w?em’t‘, aud his unbiassed d,z.'(“l)‘el.. to eqnity. jus-

tice, and t}‘ o -'em”‘I intevest of relic m, enabled
r(J !'

B

Bun 1o
er l 18 ‘““ha mernts ‘\V!t;) a h;n 1‘]() 18 }'v"“"{'.l*l\)'l. a per-
11:‘.-‘;‘rw;e of I".‘,’..‘.‘ut\. apd a uv nev !:i hialr? 6 t“i.ka & é:e -
pression, which were Wdl calculated to produce eonvi

11 R
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tion, and corry the cause he undertook to advoeate, I
is true, he was not uniformly saceessful. but in such Case
the courts had sometimes cause to regret that they Ly
not been governed by his views.

Elis conversational powers were of a superior dnsmip,
tion. His literary accomplishments, the extent of his i,
formation, the versatility of nis talents, his quick cop,
preliension of all that was sail, and his admirable facility
of expressiom, qualified him for couversing on all subjects
and with all characters, with almost equal aptitude, ay
in 2 manner which seldom failed to communicate plea.
sure, entertainment, and instruction.  Hence it was Sl
by an eminent American Divine, with whom he had con.
tracted a particular imtimacy, while he was in this coy,
try, that Lhe could not help admiring the talent of
Hall, for ke appeared to be equally qualified for conve.
ing agreeably with a girl befese entering her teens,
philesopher on Lis most abstract theories, a statesnuy 0l
interesting topics of legislation, aud a theologian on il
most ahtruse points of natural and revealed religion. Bu
while he gave a peculiar zest to any convivial companie
with which he associated, he was ever ready to check
the smallest approach to moral impropriety, and to in.
troduce subjects calculated to edify as well as entertai,
His dignified demeanour and numerous accomplishments,
recommended him to the notice and friendship of persons
moving in the bigher circles of society : and though he
xeither courted, nor appeared ostentaticus of such a dis-
tinction, it gave him an opportunity of more extensire
usefuluess than he might otherwise have enjoyed ; for e
was generally employed to prepare and transmit address
es from the ecclesiastical courts with which he was con-
rected, to the Secretary of State, or some other influen-
tial member of the British Parliament. And, on many
occasions, his exertions were essentially servicealle 10
the Secession Church, in getting its ¢ivil cencerns settled
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on a firm foundation, securing religtous privileges, of
which it was in danger of bemg denuded, and procuring.
annual allowances from government for ?‘“'h "f 18 (:lvr;:y-
shen as were to be placed in aay of Lis Majesty's for-
eign dependencies. ; =

He was a genuine philanthroplst, a cordial supporter
of benevolent institutions, come of which Lie had the hon-
our to (_n-i!_rina‘(e__a Zeal()us pmmpter Ofb‘ﬂ('h SClIPIHPh‘ as
promised “to ameliorate human misery, and extgnd the
L underies of Messiah’s kingdow. .H.e was partieularly
solicitous that pure and undeﬁled‘rehg‘lfm s.huu](,i become
more obviously operative, and shine with increasiog Jus-
sre in his own congregation, the city he inhabited, and
Lis much loved country. Such, indeed, was the liber-
2litv of his sentiments; that 1§ the end to which he as-
}-in:d was sbtained, the means Or dcnomi}mtiom of Chris-
dans employed 1n producing it, he considered as a mat-
wr of inferior consequence. Hence 1t was that evan-
celical clergymen, not only from England and Ireland,
Lut from awny other part of the world, vhen employed
on embassies of beneficence, found a ready admission to
Lis house, his purse, and Lis pulpit.

Tis temper was mild, open, ingennous, and affection-
ate. e was ever ready to befriend the urfortunate—
¢o favour them with sympathy, advice, and persenal ser-
vices—and to employ kis influence in endeavouring to
place the unprovided in circumstances of comfort. e 1gi-
bility, or independence. To bis relatives and friends,
he manifested the most faithul, fraternal, and disinterest-
ed attachment ; and towards x1l mankind he breathed the
genuine spirit of Christian benevolence.” It must be ac-
kuowledge, that he felt the edge of imjurious treatment
with the keenest sensibility, and expressed hissentiments
concerning it with unreserved epenness; but I am not
aware that he ever was subject to sudden or excessive
ebullitions of passion, that in any instance he entertain-
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¢ a raneorcus or levan(fenu ~pmt or that at a: ny timy
he suffered the sun to o dowr on his Wl.uh. On the
contrery, I know that few were more ready to fmf Ve
their offenders, to act towards them in a kimd and cor.
cilitory manner, to overlook or ohliterate the mnjury, t
inake considerable sacrifices for the sake of 1 ((.u, an(
render es-ential services even to adversaries when pro-
videntially put in their pewer. In such situ ations he
was sometimes called to periorm an irksome office ; byt
when he had satisfied himself that it was a necessary
duty, he _proceed led with ],zl,nn;nnm e to discharge i,
without either listen ing to the dissuasions of his dearess
friends or selfishly Cmmxhu-w with flesh and blood.
It is by no means intended to represent Dr., i;’;[]‘ as
a perfect or impeccuble character - Wik aidiile subject t
the common iafirmities of his species, it z:-:;;y with more
than ordina ary propriety be said cone T w yohim, ¢ thet
even his failings le: aned to virtue's sic le. ::l was sonie
times deceived, by thinking more favourably of certain
eharacters than they deserved ; and was more apt to en-
tertain a good than a bad re poit, even of those of whom
lie had no more than a distant knowle rdge—to palliate
rather than aggravate the charces exhibitod against cul-
prits, and to plead for the infliction M lerien t. ather thaa
severs punishnwr**c, even cn the guilty. He also listen-
ed too readily to plausille propos t ons, and was not suf-
ficently aware of their probable uw';x‘, c.~=pe(:ia3w when
thev proeeeded from unsuspected fiiends : hence he was
led mto secular enga nenwn*x, which he did not imagine
ould interfere with the immediate duties of Lis sac ed
¢

sk & <p

hmumn but which m w.,.t 1 the event of an xczp;:tuf
sueeess, nave given hm &n epportugity v of extended use-
1

fulnpss. Inste( d of which, lmv ever, zf:ev imvolved him
& peet 'mdn embarrassm ent, bmw(* a source of severe
trial, and exposed him to the rash censure of such as m-'!

7

not take the trouble to mvc»*lentL bis -case. Lut |

o
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enrrect statement of prominent faets, ’his_ ingenious ox-
POSUTE of the steps which imme‘rs‘e({ him In S}ff-h a s:.’::z-
ation. and his willingness to make every sacrifice caleu-
lated to repair any injury which his falure hnd occasion-
ed, ;;mvs'd perl‘e('ﬂy satisfactorv te all concerned, and

enabled him to retain his respectability unimpaired, nf}]t,
onlv among his own people, and his brethren in the church
but also among impartial public characters of every de-
ceription.  1ndeed, it is now understood, that proposals,
hoth of a civil and sacred nature, were made to him,
which, had he been inclined to accede to shiem, would
have placed him in circumstances fa}' more gligxb‘.e than
he had previously enjoyed ; but Lis piety, prm‘mpl.es, and
ideas of ‘consistency, were 100 strong for allowing any
vorldly considerations to influence his conduct.

Ie continued to discharge his public duties presty re-
gularly, and with great acceptability, till about a year
and three quarters before his death, when he was again
ceriously seized by his former complaint, which contined
him nearlv three months; after which he eccasionally re-
appearad in the pulpit, and was heard by his people with
strong sensations ot joy. Indeed, his diseourses then as
as well as during the whole preceding coure of his min-
istry, were so salutary and seasonable, so replete with
the richest marrow of the Gospel, and so strikingly a-
dapted to the condition of his auditory, that scarcely any
substitute that appeared 1n his room was nearly so ac-
ceptable ; for, notwithstanding the duration and nature of
his malady, there was nothing in his public appearances
that seemed to indicate either the existence of disease,
or the imbecility of age—no whine, drawl], inaudibility,
or want of attention to the usual requisites, by whichhe
had been accustomed to produce a pleasing and prefit-
abie effect.  His last sermon was preached frem Mat-
thew xxii. 11, 12— And when the king came in to see
the guests, he saw there a man which had not on a wed-
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diny garment, and he saith unto him, Friend, Low cam.
est thou in hither, not having on a wedding garment .
and-he was spaechless.” He showed that the marriags
feast rapresents all the blessings which wers purchase|
by the death of Clrist, adapted his discourse to the cip.
cam-tances of his congregation, in which the Lord’s Sup.
per was to he dispensed on the succeeding Sabbath, un4
pourtayed, in imprassive colours. the sad condition of
those whe come to the sacramental table without the
wedding marment.  He intended to Preaeh on the cop .
wunion Sabbath, from Isaiah v, 21—“The remnant shall
retirn, even the remnant of Jacch. to to the mighty
God !” but on the merning ef that day, Jhe found Lim e
so 1], that he was obliged to request an ascisting clergy.
man to occupy his place, and in ‘ess than ten days after.
wards, he retired from the exercizes of the sanctuary. he.
low, to join in those that unceasingly engage the geners]
assembly and church of the first born, in the temple al oye,
ke died a few minutes before eight, on the maornirg of
November 28, in the seventy-first year of his age, and
fiftieth of his ministry. He suffered much during the
continnanee of his trouble; but Le bore his apparently
excessive pain with an exemplary fortitude, unmurmuyr.
ing resignation, and a patience which apy eared to have
produced its perfect werk. IHe departed in the frm
faith of those impertant truths he had been accustomed
to preach, in a full dependanee on the faithfulness of that
(vod who cannot lie, and in the complete pessession of
that consolation which peculiarly belongs to the Leirs of

romise, who, like him, have fled for refuge to lay held
on the hope that is set before them.  His death was
deeply r«crotted, as a sad obscurat'on of that bu:ning
and shining tight, in which many for a season had ex-
ceedingly rejoiced.  The interest it excited was (bvious
at his taneral and especially at the apprepriate sermen
preached in his church on the subsequent Sabbath, Ly
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the Rev. John Brown, (who had succeeded him in Rose-

street,) when at least twoa-thirds of the vast mu]tim_de
that appeared solicitous to hear it, were incapab]e of gain-
ing admission into the house ; but which being now pub-
lished, must amply gratify the serious reader, by the ex
cellence of its matter, the able delineation it eontains of
the doctors character, and such interesting specimens of
his death bed exercises as are exhibited in the following
extracts :—

¢« On Tuesday morning, eight days before he died, he
summoned his family to his bed-side, and prayed. The
members of his family, with his brother and sister, he
committed by name to the protection of God; but the
burden of his supp]icaticm was the session and eongrega-
tion of Broughton-plaee, for whem he prayed, that they
might individually be blessed, and that the Holy Ghost
might be poured out upen them, and that God would,
in due time, give them a pastor, taught by his spirit, who
should preach the Gospal in purity :nlbe well zequa'nted
with his Bible.

«“On VVedqesday evening, when informed of the soli-
citufdg and dejection of some friends on account of his
affliction, and of his elders’ meetings for prayer on his
bghalf, he remarked, ¢ Aye—I live in the hearts of my
friends and my people, and they live in mine.’ ;
F - .Ear‘]y on r?hursday mornjng, while stretched back
in his smk-chau'., and labourm.g under severe pain, he
made th.e.followmg remarks at intervals: ‘I find that the
same s.pn'ltual processes, the same processes of spiritual
reasoning, and the same hopes which go on and animate
us in health, when we are well, go on when we are il -
ftl]q encourage, support, and delight us more abundant]y
n th.e hour of sgzkness, .an(l in the prospect of death.’
Dm'n.lg the uttering of thl._s sentence, he was more than
once 19terr9pted b‘\ excessive difficulty of breathing. Af.
ter a little interval, with his eyes hent upwards, he pro-
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cecdedt—¢ Thou hast redeemed us! Theu hast redegy,
e~ us to God by thy blood !—that is the song of ),
oTent (mnpa'w who surround the throme. Thou | hast .|
deemed us!—that is the song of the eaints en eart)
‘Thou hast redeemed us;—that is the song and joy of 3,\,;
heart.” In the same posture, after another short intery,|
ke said, ¢ know that my Redeemer liveth, and that|,
<hall stand at the latter df'y upon the earth ; and I}-mn--
after my skin worms destrey this body, yet in my fl
shall T see God. <I know in whom I have m,xw(
and that what | have committed to him he will présery,
against that day.! ¢The Lord is my light, and my .
vation, whom shall I fear? The Lord liveth, and e
ed-lie my Rock, and let the God of my salvation be (.
alted.” ¢ 1 have finished my course, I have kept the faii).
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of rin‘*‘mm;.
ness, w }mh the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall oive p
at that day.” ¢ Lord Jesus receive my spirit "

¢« On anether occasion. he said, ¢The cords that linl
me to this world are numercus #nd very tender. but they
must all be cut, and that very soon.” And, pvmim his
liand to his ehest, ¢That is a true saying of David’s—
my lieart ﬂu& th. Yes, my flesh and my heart failet,
Fut God is the strength of my heart, and my portion fu
ever., Ore of his last i injunctions was, ° Give mv low|
to my congregation—to every one of them.”” .

Let ws unite with the pious author of the Funenl
Sermon— ¢ that surely, afier hearing these things, we
do not feel as we ourrht to do, if, amid all our reo orets
we are not disposed to say, ¢ Thanks be to God wh
hath given him the victory.” : i

FINITS,




