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T HE

B E G G A R L Y  B O Y .

A  P A R A B L E .

ONCE on a time a poor beggarly boy, 
who uſed to carry matches about the 

ſt r e e ts, was met by a very rich and worthy 
Gentleman, who obſerving his hollow eyes, 
his ſallow looks, and his bent body, as well 
as the extreme filth: with which he was co
vered, was touched with ſuch compa ſſi o n 
for the lad, that he was diſpoſed to render 
him ſome effectual R e l ie f ; and accord
ingly the gentleman dropt a hint, that he 
had a mind to do ſomething conſiderable 
for h im .  The boy, never expec ting any 
ſuch goodneſs as this, and indeed not liſt 
ening very attentively, did not at firſt un
derſtand what was ſaid ; upon which the 

 gentleman ſpoke more plainly to him, 
aſking him whether he had a mind to have 
his dirty rags exchanged for a new livery  
coat and ſome clean linen ? " for,"  ſaid 
he,  " if you have a mind to it I will take  
y ou into my ſervice ; and in that caſe I 
ſhall fit you out afreſh, and I ſhall take
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c are alſo that your health is looked after, 
and when you have ſerved me faithfully 
for a few years, which you may do very 
comfortably to yourſelf —I will even ſet 
you up for life.” The lad after this could not 
help underſtanding the offer; but he ſeem
ed as far as ever from accepting it, for he 
was now quite unwilling to believe the 
gentleman ; and he ſhewed by his m an
ner that he would have been better pleaſed 
to have ſold an halfpenny worth of matches 
i n  his uſual way, carrying off the ha lf
penny in his ha nd, than  to have had all 
the fine promiſes which the beſt and rich
eſt man in the world could make to him.

This k ind  gentlem an, however, perſiſt
ing in his inclination to do the lad a ſer
vice, proceeded next to reaſon with him : 
he adviſed him, for his own ſake, to liſten 
a little more to what was ſaid, and then 
remarked to him how ill he looked, which 
the  boy though very dangerouſly ſick, was 
n ot ſenſible of himſelf ; and repreſented 
to him the difference between leading the 
wretched ſort of life he did, and getting 
into a regular and comfortable ſervice. 
Nay, he went ſo far as even to beg and 
entreat him, at the ſame time obſerving, 
that he had no objec tion to the lad’s ſatis
fying him ſelf that the perſon who addreſ
ſed him was no cheat or im po ſto r ;  and, 
in proof of it, he told him his name, in 
formed him how he might learn all parti-
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culars of his character, and gave him a 
direction to his place of abode. I n  ſhort, 
he condeſcended to ſay every thing that 
could, in ſuch a caſe be ſuppoſed neceſ
ſary to give a poor boy confidence and 
encouragement. In the courſe of the con
verſation I ſhould have obſerved that the 
gentleman, as a proof of his generoſity, 
threw down a ſhilling, which the lad pick
ed up, with very little gratitude in his 
countenance, but with no ſmall conceit, 
at his own quickneſs and cleverneſs in  
ſeizing hold of i t ;  after which, he grew 
as proud as could be of having got poſſe ſ
ſio n  of the piece of money, not conſider
ing at all that it was a mere preſent, and 
that he had not given the gentleman a ſi n
gle m atch for it out of his baſket.

I am perſuaded my readers will, by this 
time, be aware that this was a lad who 
had a very mean and low m ind ; o ther
wiſe, he would undoubtedly have been 
overjoyed at ſuch an  opportunity of get
ting above his preſent baſe condition — 
beſides which, I ſhould remark, that he 
had been a long time living among a ſet 
o f  rogues and vagabonds, who being one 
of them nearly as bad as another, and have 
ſeldom ſeen am ong them any perſons of 
a different character, had learnt to fancy 
themſelves a very creditable ſort of peo
ple, and, when they got together, were 
ju ſt as proud, in their way, as if  they h a d
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been the greateſt Lords and Dukes in the 
kingdom. At night the lad went home, 
and ſlept among theſe old companions, in 
a vile unwholeſome room, where, though 
each would affect now and then to be 
m erry and gay, yet, in fact, they were all 
o f  them dying by inches, and in t h e  judg
m ent o f  any rational or feeling man, who 
might condeſcend to put his head in 
am o n g them, they undoubtedly were alto
ge ther in as ſorrowful and wretched a 
plight as can well be imagined.

In ſhort then, with grief and pain do I 
ſpeak it, this poor beggarly boy entirely 
neglected the prodigious offer which had 

been made to him : he returned to his 
former c om pany, continued in his petty 
trade, and dragged on the little remainder 
of h i s  life in the old way, ju ſt as i f  no
th in g  had happened.

I now propoſe, by means o f  this ſtory, 
which is a mere allegory or parable, to ex
poſe the conduct o f  thoſe perſons, who are 
u nwilling to comply with the gracious i n 
v itations o f  our Saviour, in his G oſp el;  
for He is that kind and willing friend 
(with reverence be it ſpoken) who offers 
to take us mean and needy creatures into 
his ſervice, and we, i f  we turn away, and 
refuſe the offer, may be likened to this 
fooliſh beggarly boy, having nothing bet
ter to plead, as I think I  ſhall be able to 
ſhew, than one or other o f  thoſe very e x 

cuſes.
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cuſes, which, when put in his mouth, have 
appeared ſo abſurd and monſtrous.

Let us ſee whether there is not ſome ge
neral likeneſs between the two caſes. I 
wil  begin by ſuppoſing our Saviour, in his 
Goſpel, to addreſs himſelf  to a man who 
is quite thoughtleſs, and unbelieving.—  
N ow  ſuch perſons are commonly much 
more wicked than they imagine, for by 
following their natural inclinations, a n d  
taking no thought to their ways, they per
mit a thouſand evil diſpoſitions to grow 
upon them ; the conſequence of this is, 
that when the Goſpel firſt meets with ſuch 
perſons, it finds them quite covered over 
with wickedneſs, as this boy was with dirt;  
though, like him, they are unconſcious 
o f  it. It commonly finds them alſo eagerly 
engaged in ſome poor purſuit in this life,  
as this boy was in ſelling matches.

I  would nex t obſerve, that, in general, 
when the vaſt and unſpeakable offers o f  
the Goſpel are firſt m en t io n ed  in the ears 
of  ſuch a perſon as I  have been deſcribing, 
his mind is ſo ill prepared for the ſubject, 
and his thoughts are apt to be ſo c o m 
pletely turned another way, that he pro
bably does not underſtand, nor even liſten 
to what is ſaid to him; ju ſt  like this boy, 
when he was firſt ſpoken to, refuſed to 
liſten to the gentleman, and continued 
to think of  nothing but his common traf
fic .
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But let us next ſuppoſe the m an  to have 
the Goſpel more clearly explained to h im : 
he is now invited to put off his ſins, which 
have been repreſented by the filth and dirt, 
to enter into the ſervice, and put on, as it 
were the livery of Chriſt, as his acknow
ledged ſervant, and  after ſpending the 
ſhort period of his life on earth in a ſtate 
o f  comfortable and willing obedience to 
his Deliverer and Redeemer, he is then 
told to expect that he will be raiſed to 
Heaven, and that he ſhall be made for 
ever and ever. How aſtoniſhing is this 
p ro p o ſa l! W hat then is the next diffi
culty ? It is this, that the worldly man 
will not believe the truth of the promiſe 
which is held out to him : like the offer 
to this beggarly boy, it ſeems too good to 
be true, or, rathher, it is too vaſt to be 
conceived by him. " Why ſhould this 
great gentleman trouble himſelf to th ink  
of me, or to do ſo much to ſerve me," 
ſaid the fooliſh boy in the fable. " W hy 
ſhould the great God ſtoop ſo low to me, 
or th ink of ſending his Son from Heaven 
to ſave m e,” ſays the fool who diſbelieves 
the Bible ? The boy, therefore, turned 
again to his old way, notwithſtanding the 
offer he had met with ; and the worldly 
m an  is for doing the ſame, though he has 
heard o f  the invitation of the G o ſpe l; for 
he wants faith to truſt in God, as the other 
did to truſt the gentlem an his benefactor,
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gentlem an; ſo if a man longs to  be freed 
from ſin ,  if he wiſhes above all things to 
cleanſe his ways, to purify himſelf even 
as God is pure, and to become holy as 
God is holy, do you think he will not catch 
at the Goſpel ? undoubtedly he will do ſo. 
Yes, for it will be ſuited in every part of 
it to the ſtate of his mind, and to all his 
wants and wiſhes, and therefore why ſhould 
he not receive it?  he will feel his way in
deed, but he will by degrees heartily em 
brace every doctrine of it. This then is 
the man who will accept God for his fa
ther, Chriſt for his Saviour, the Holy 
Spirit for his Sanct ifier and Comforter ; 
the Scriptur es will be his G uide ; the World 
will be no more to him than the place of 
his pilgrimage ; his fellow Chriſtians will 
be viewed by him as his fellow travellers, 
and Heaven will be his home, where he 
hopes to be joined to the Spirits of Ju ſt  
M en made perfect, and to dwell in the 
preſence of his Maker, and of his Saviour, 
forever.

And now, R eader! if thou art one who 
haft hitherto been a ſtranger to religion, 
and ha ſt gone thy dull and daily round 
without any thought of the matter, for 
once thou haſt been met methinks on thy 
way like this beggarly boy, by a voice of 
exhortation. Even in this little tale, the 
offer of the Goſpel, perhaps rather unex
pectedly, hath been held out to thee, or
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ſome h in t a t leaſt may have been given, 
b y which, if thou wilt attend to it, thou 
ſhalt aſſuredly find in the end that thy 
whole condition ſhall be altered: And yet, 
perhaps like this beggarly boy; thou art 
now returning for the remainder o f  this 
very d a y  to thy old habits, juſt as i f  thou 
hadſt not read this ſtory. Some buſineſs 
calls thee, or ſome pleaſure waits thee, ſo 
farewell to all thought of the Goſpel, for 
thou muſt be gone. —  But methinks, as 
thou departeſt, thy heart ſhould approve 
of this beg garly boy, ſhould admire his 
wiſdom and praiſe the turn  of his ſpirit, 
for if thou goeſt away condemning him, 
thou condemneſt thyſelf alſo.— Oh! no: 
his caſe is too bad to be defended ; for he, 
who in a wordly ſenſe, refuſes a good offer, 
is ſet down for a fool, by com m on con
ſe n t  of all men. But, ah !  how few will 
be perſuaded to uſe the ſame reaſoning in 
religion, which they apply to  all their 
wordly matters ! how few will ſee with 
the ſame eyes, and try by the ſame rule, 
their temporal, and their eternal intereſts ! 
ſo true is that ſaying of the ſcriptures— 
"  that the children of this world are wiſer 
"  in their generation than  the ch ild ren  
"  of  light."



A

N E W  H I S T O R Y ,  & c .

T H E  Bible is the Book of  God, 
Which he alone could fram e;

A  little Child may learn to prove, 
It anſwers to its Name.

T h e  great Jehovah it reveals, 
So g lo r io u s ,  a n d  ſo good  !

So m u c h  of G OD, th o '  G OD could t e l l , 
No other Being cou’d.

The wiſeſt Men that never ſaw, 
This Book, when they have try’d,

The character of  G OD to draw, 
His Glories have deny’d.

Some made a ſpotted Bull their G OD, 
And ſome to ſerpents pray’d :

Idols o f  Metal, Stone, or Wood, 
T h e y  call ’d upon for aid.

T he  Bible ſhews one G od alone 
Right Reaſon joins in th is :

T h o ’ Reaſon now in f a l le n  Man, 
The glorious Tr uth might miſs.



( 20 )

Fir ſt,  beſt, and greateſt ; Cau ſe of all ; 
A Character complete !

How g l o r i o u s  i s  J E H O V A H ’s Nam e ,  
Where all Perfections meet !

This Book contains his Holy Law, 
T h ' eternal Rule of R ig h t ;

How happy muſt  all Creatures be, 
Would they herein unite.

All Duty in one word i s  ſu m m ’d, 
T h a t  one ſweet word is  " LOVE.”

H ow ſhort, how holy, ju ſ t  and  good ! 
M ay I this law approve !

“  T o  H IM who is ſuprem ely  good, 
Suprem e a ffect io n 's due ;

Deal by your N eighbour as you’d have, 
Your N eighbour deal by you.

N one elſe but G od who knows the h e a r t  
This ſacred Book cou’d pen ;

W hich  does detect the  inm oſt thought 
A nd ſecret L u ſts  o f  M en.

But what avails to know our Ail, 
Unleſs we know the cure ?

This is a melancholy Tale, 
That endleſs woe is ſure.

Can none eſcape the W rath of GOD ?
Are all condemn'd to Hell ?

Who can but dread that dark abode ?  
Who can with Devils dwell ?
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The ſame bleſt Book reveals the way 

To life above the Skies ;
The very chief of Sinners m ay 

Receive ſo rich a Prize.

W ill G OD revoke his firm decree, 
That he who ſin s  muſ t  die ?

And diſannul his law for me, 
And lay his Anger by ?

His Law can never be repeal’d 
It is too ju ſt a n d  good :

Better a thouſand ſinful worlds 
Should periſh, than it ſhould.

But how can Sinners ſatisfy 
T h e  Law which once they broke ?
W ill Penitence for Payment ſtand, 

And ſo  keep off the ſtroke?

No, all the S inner 's Efforts here 
W ou’d fruitleſs be and vain ;

Nor ſtreams, nor floods, o f flowing tears 
Cou’d waſh away the ſtain.

A SURETY m u ſt b e  found to pay 
The Debt which ſinners  ow’d ;

He m u ſt the holy Law obey, 
And bear our heavy Load.

But where ſhall ſuch a one be found ? 
W hat Creature is ſo  kind, 

O f all men who dwell on earthly Ground, 
Or what angelic mind.
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M ankind  are all involv’d in ſin, 

Nor would an angel dare
So great a W ork to undertake ; 

O r ſuch a Load to bear.

N o  Creature truly could ſuffice, 
But G OD's eternal SON,

For this deſcended from the ſkies 
And put our Nature on.

Jeſus, I ſay th ’ incarnate W ORD 
Did all the LAW obey ;

And thus its Honour was reſto r’d, 
W hich ſinners took away.

He bore his People’s countleſs ſin s , 
And dy’d that they might live ;

And all poor ſinners ſhall be ſav’d, 
Who in his Nam e believe.

Had GOD the SON more love to men 
Than GOD the F ATHER had !

Or did he come to die, becauſe 
He thought the law too bad ?

No ! GOD ſo lov’d a ru in’d world 
He ſent his Son to die ;

T hen  rais’d him up again to ſit 
At his right hand on high.

Chriſt m eant to magnify the Law, 
And ranſom ſin n e rs too ;

He dy’d we with Joy and A w e 
M ight Grace and J u ſtice view.
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Now God is ju ſt,  yet ju ſtifies 

Each ſinner who believes;
Sin is condemn'd, the Law ſecur’d, 

G od all the praiſe receives.

G od’s Glory highly is advanc’d, 
And Peace on Earth proclaim’d,

Good Will is ſhewn to ſinful Men, 
From Satan thus reclaim’d.

We ought indeed with rap t’rous Joy 
T o  hear this joyful ſound,

But Oh ! in our apoſta t e  Race, 
W hat wickedneſs is found !

All Men are ſo in love with ſin, 
They will not from it part,

Nor let the bleſt Redeemer in  
To their ungrateful heart.

A free Salvation they deſpiſe ; 
They ſcorn to be forgiv’n ;

This empty World they idolize, 
And have no taſte for Heav’n.

W ill none then own their wretched State, 
And humbly ſue for Grace ?

No, not till God renews the M ind 
And doth its Pride abaſe.

Thus we as much GOD's SPIRIT need, 
Our ſpirits to renew,

As that his SON for us ſhould bleed 
To give the Law its Due.
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And can the Spirit by his Pow'r 

Renew the Man afreſ h ?
Yes, he removes the heart of ſtone, 

And gives a heart of fleſh.

A re none ſo  good, but that they need 
An int'reſt  in his Grace ?

N ot one by any  o ther means 
Can ſee the F A T H E R ’s Face.

Are none ſo  bad, but that he can 
Their load of Guilt remove ?

T h ere is no Limit to his Pow'r, 
N o  Limit to his Love.

F I N I S .


