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Promote a higher end ;
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P R E F A C E .

T H E  d i f f e r e n t  i n c l i n a t i o n s ,  e m 
p l o y m e n t s ,  a n d  a m u ſ e m e n t s  w h i c h  

e n g a g e  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s ,  
ſ u g g e ſt e d  t o  t h e  A u t h o r  o f  t h e  f o l l o w 
i n g  t r i f l i n g  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  t h a t  ſ u c h  a  
d e ſi g n  m i g h t  n o t  b e  u ſ e l e ſ s t o  f i l l  u p  
t h o ſ e  i n t e r v a l s  o f  l e i ſ u r e ,  w h i c h  m a y  
o c c u r  t o  t h e  f o r m e r  f r o m  t h e i r  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  ſt u d i e s .  W i t h  t h i s  v i e w ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o w  ſ u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  
c a n d o u r  o f  p u b l i c  i n ſ p e ct i o n ,  t r u ſt i n g  
f o r  a  f a v o u r a b l e  r e c e p t i o n ,  m o r e  t o  t h e  
u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  p l a n ,  t h a n  t h e  m e r i t  o f  
i t s  e x e c u t i o n .  T h e  i n d u l g e n t  a t t e n 
t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  A d v e n t u r e s  o f  a  
P i n c u ſh i o n  h a v e  b e e n  h o n o u r e d ,  f l a t t e r 
e d  t h e  w r i t e r  w i t h  a n  o p i n i o n ,  t h a t  a  
w o r k  l i k e  t h e  p r e ſ e n t  m i g h t  m e e t  w i t h  
e q u a l  ſ u c c e ſ s ; a s  t h e  a i m  i n  b o t h  h a s  
b e e n  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  c a u ſ e  o f  v i r t u e ,
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v i PREFACE.

and to blend the hints of in ſtruction 
with incidents of an amu ſin g  nature. 
The former work was deſigned chiefly 
for the uſe of young Ladies ; this is 
evidently calculated for young Gentle
men : for although the laws of j u ſtice, 
probity, and truth are of general obli
gation, yet, it was imagined, that by 
conſ ulting different amuſ ements and 
purſ uits, and recommending the ac
compliſhments ſ eparately, in which 
each ſ ex were more particularly con
cerned, the ſ ubjects would become 
more in tere ſtin g  to tho ſ e readers to 
whom they were immediately addreſſ
ed, and have, in con ſequence, a bet
ter chance for approbation.
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A S  I  h a v e  h e a r d  t h a t  a  P in c u ſ h i o n ,  a  D o g ,  a  
H a l f p e n n y ,  a n d  a  B a n k - N o t e ,  h a v e  e a c h  w r i t 

t e n  a  h i ſt o r y  o f  t h e i r  a d v e n t u r e s ,  I  t h o u g h t  to  m y 
ſ e l f  o n e  m o r n i n g ,  w h e n  I  w a s  l e f t  u p o n  a  w r i t i n g  
d e ſk ,  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  c o n v e n i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  
m e  t o  i m i t a t e  ſ u c h  e x a m p l e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m e m o i r s  
o f  a  P e g - T o p  m i g h t  p r o o f  e q u a l l y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  
w i t h  a n y  o f  t h e  b e f o r e m e n t i o n e d  h i ſt o r i e s .  S o  r e 
ſ o l v i n g  t o  r e c o l l e ct  t h e  v a r i o u s  ſ c e n e s  I  h a d  p a ſ
ſ e d  t h r o u g h ,  I  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  p r e ſ e n t  my a d v e n 
t u r e s ,  l i k e w i ſe ,  t o  t h e  w o r l d ,  a n d  ſh a r e  i n  t h e  
f a m e  o f  t h o ſ e  A u t h o r s ,  w h o  h a d  b e ſ t o w e d  t h e i r  
l a b o u r s  t o  i m m o r t a l i z e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a n i m a l  o r  
t o y ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e ſ t  o f  t h e i r  ſp e c i e s  w e r e  c o n 
ſ i g n e d  t o  n e g l e ct  o r  ob l i v i o n .

I  w a s  c o m p l e t e d ,  g e n t l e  r e a d e r ,  i n t o  m y  p r e 
ſ e n t  f o r m  o n  a  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  ſ u r v e y e d  
w i t h  g r e a t  ſ a t i s f a c t i o n  b y  t h e  w o r k m a n  w h o  h a d  
a c c o m p l i ſh e d  m e ,  a s  t h e  b e ſt  t o p  h e  h a d  e v e r  
p r o d u c e d .  I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  t h e  ſ a m e  d a y  h e  
c a r r i e d  m e ,  w i t h  n u m b e r s  o f  m y  b r e t h r e n ,  t o  a  
l a r g e  t o y - ſh o p  in  P i c c a d i l l y  ;  w h e r e  I  w a s  p r e 
ſ e n t e d  t o  t h e  M a ſte r ; a n d  a f t e r  b e i n g  e x a m i n e d ,
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a n d  h a v in g  re ce iv ed  g r e a t  c o m m e n d a t io n  f rom  
th e  m e c h a n ic  w ho  b r o u g h t  m e  t h i t h e r ,  was to ſ 
ſ e d ,  w i th  v e r y  l i t t le  c e r e m o n y ,  in to  a  l a r g e  
d r a w e r  w i th  t h e  c o m p a n io n s  w h o  had  a c c o m p a 
n ie d  m e ,  and  ſo m e  w h o m  I  n ev e r  be fo re  ſaw .  As 
w e  w e re  all new ,  a n d  h a d  no t  as y e t  ſeen a n y  
t h i n g  b e y o n d  o u r  p r e ſe n t  a b o d e ,  a n d  th e  b a g  in 
w h ic h  we  w ere  c o n v e y e d  to i t ,  we  r e m a in e d  e x 
t r e m e l y  ſi lent and r e ſ e r v e d  ; fo r  you  m uſ t  a l low  
m e  t h e  p r iv i l e g e  o f  ſu p p o ſ in g ,  I  can  m a k e  
k n o w n  m y  ſe n t im e n ts  to  o th e r  in a n im a te  ſ u b 
ſ tan ces ,  t h o u g h  I h a v e  no t  the  powers o f  a r t i c u 
la t ion  ; as in effect i f  you can  im a g in e  a  top  to  
be  c a p a b le  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  compoſition, t h e r e  will 
r e m a in  l i t t le  d iff iculty  in g r a n t i n g  to  i t  t h e  li
cence  o f  ſ p e e c h ;  all th e ſe  ta lents  b e in g  e n t i r e ly  
in c o n ſ i ſ t e n t  w i th  t r u th  a n d  rea l i ty ,  b u t  m a y  b e  
a l low ed  to ex i ſ t  by  the  fo rce  o f  im a g in a t io n .  
T h u s  fa r  h a v in g  p r e m i ſe d ,  as a  nece ſ ſa ry  p re 
l im in a r y  to m y  h i ſ to ry ,  I  ſhall c o n t in u e  to i n 
f o r m  y o u ,  t h a t  w e  h a d  ve ry  l i t t le  c o n v e r ſa t io n  
w i th  each o t h e r .  A  few in d e e d  wiſhed  to  m a k e  
t h e i r  e ſc ap e  f ro m  this p lace  o f  c o n f i n e m e n t ;  a n d  
a  poo r  top  w h o  h a d  a  p iece  b r o k e  off f ro m  one  
o f  i t s  ſ ide ,  v e r y  pa the t ica l ly  l a m e n t e d ,  th a t  it  
h a d  ſeen  th r e e  d ra w e rs  full d i ſpo ſed  of, w h i le  
i t  h a d  lain a lw ays  n eg lec ted  on this  a c c o u n t ,  a n d  
h a d  b een  rol led o u t  on the  c o u n te r ,  and  t a k e n  
u p  as of ten  as an y  p u r c h a ſe r  a p p e a r e d  ; a n d ,  al
t h o u g h  offered  to  ſa le fo r  h a l f  the  p r ice  o f  its



c o m p a n i o n s ,  h a d  b e e n  t o ſ ſ e d  b a c k  w i t h  c o n 
t e m p t ,  a n d  w a s  l i k e l y  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h a t  ſ i t u a 
t i o n  f o r  e v e r .  I  f e l t  a  g r e a t  d e g r e e  o f  ſ y m p a t h y  
f o r  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  b r o t h e r ,  a n d  w a s  j u ſ t  g o i n g  
t o  e x p r e ſ s  m y  p i t y  f o r  h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  w h e n  t h e  
d r a w e r  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  u s ,  w a s  ſ u d d e n l y  p u l l e d  
o u t ,  a n d  a  v e r y  g e n t e e l  l a d y  ſ e l e c t e d  ſ o m e  o f  
u s  t o  p r e ſ e n t  t o  a  l i t t l e  b o y  i n  ſ c a r l e t  c l o t h e s ,
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w h o  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  a b o u t  ſi x  y e a r s  o l d .  T h e  
y o u t h ,  h o w e v e r ,  d e ſ i r e d  l e a v e  t o  c h o o ſ e  f o r  
h i m ſ e l f ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  l a d y ,  w h o m  h e  c a l l e d  m a m 
m a ,  t h a t  ſ h e  d i d  n o t  u n d e r ſ t a n d  w h i c h  w o u l d  
b e  a  g o o d  ſ p i n n e r :  a f t e r  h a n d l i n g  a l m o ſ t  a l l  t h a t  
h e  ſ a w ,  h e  ſ e l e c t e d  me as  t h e  b e ſ t  o f  t h e  w h o l e  

c o l l e c t i o n .  T h e  l a d y  p a i d  t h e  p r i c e  w h i c h  w a s
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aſk ed for me, and I was put into m a ſter’s pocket , 
who walked off not a little pleaſed with his pur 
cha ſe.

When we reached the houſe he was going to ,  
which was a handſome bu ilding in St. James's 
Square, he took me out to ſhow to another 
child in petticoats, who cried ſadly to poſſeſs 
me ; but was told by his mamma, that I was 
his brother’s property, and that Henry m uſt  
keep me, becauſe on Monday he was going to a 
boarding-ſchool.  Some company ſoon after 
coming into the apar tment, the lady deſired  her  
ſon to take care of  me till a more convenient 
opportunity.

I ſoon found by their converſation, my new 
maſter had been brought up with great tender
neſs by his mother, who was a w idow ; and was 
to go to ſchool on the day above-mentioned for 
the firſ t time. T h a t  a great number of toys had 
been purchaſed to allure him into this meaſure, 
and to ſoothe his ſorrows at the thoughts of ſepa
ration.

As he had no opportunity  to play with me the 
remainder of  th e  evening, I lay ſ nug in his 
pocket till he went to b e d ; when he took me
out, and expatiated to a footman, who helped him 
to undreſs, on the pleaſure he ſhould have in 
a m u ſing himſelf, and heartily wiſhed the next 
day had not been Sunday, as it would prevent 
his enjoyment. T his was certainly a  fault, but



he was very young and inconſiderate ; and it is 
to be hoped that when he grew older he ac

quired  more wiſdom. T he  next day he d id not 
play with me indeed ; but he took me out o f  his 
pocket a great number of  times to look a t ; and 
even while he was at church (which was highly 
blameable) felt, to know if I was ſecure : a 
proof  he was but too inattentive to his employ
ment. But greatly as I had been favoured by 
his notice, the time was now come when I was 
to experience h i s entire neglect.

His mother, who had cautiouſly avoided the 
mention of his departure, in the e v e n i n g  preſſed 
his hand with ſome emotion, and told him ſhe
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hoped that now he was going to a d i ſtance from 
her inſtructions, he would not forget what ſhe had 
taken  ſuch pairs to inculcate, I am afraid, my 
d ear Henry, added ſhe, wiping her eyes, as if



ſome duſt had flown into them, though in reality 
to clear them from thoſe tears ſhe could not re 
ſtrain, I  am ſadly afraid, that when you have 
left home, you will pay but little attention to 
thoſe admonitions which you have hitherto ſo 
much regarded. There  may, among ſt the 
number o f  boys you will meet with at the large 
ſchool to which you are going, be ſome, who 
will wickedly laugh at your obſervance of thoſe 
duties, which, I flatter myſelf, you will always 
continue to reſpect. But remember there are ſome 
obligations, my dear boy, which nothing on 
earth can diſpenſe with. Among theſe is a ſt r ic t  
regard to truth and ſinceri ty .  However your 
intereſt  may lead you to the commiſſi o n  of deceit, 
be aſſured you will reap no f ruit from i ts indul
g e n c e s  ; but remorſe in your own mind, a n d  
contempt from every one around you. I f  you 
are guilty of a fault, let me perſuade you ra
ther to ſubmit to the puniſhment it deſerves 
(and which may be often mitigated by an honeſt  
confeſſion) then to endeavour to conceal it by a 
lie. You have always hitherto been above the 
commiſſion of ſuch an act of  meanneſs, and I  
only deſign to caution you now, becauſe you will 
be expoſed to thoſe temptations from which I  
have ever been careful to ſecure you. I  truſt ,  
likewiſe, that you will be a ſſiduous to cultivate 
a peaceable and kind diſpoſition ; for however 

fighting and revenge may be wrongly accounted
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t he marks o f  ſ p i r i t ,  believe m e ,  that true courage 
c an never conſ iſt in a willingneſs to offend, or a 
captious inclination to be diſpleaſed. Theſe  
maxims which you have hitherto been taught to 
r e verence, will perhaps be d e r ided by your 
ſchool-fellows, as the weak advice o f  a mother,  
who c a n know nothing of  boyiſ h  contentions. 
But I truſt, that you, my ſon, who ſe affection 
for that mother is undoubted, will not ſo ill re
pay my ſolicitude as to deſpiſe theſe inſtructions 
when you are at a d i ſtance from my embraces. 
Be aſſured that I am your beſt friend, and would 
never deſire you to do, or forbear a n y thing, 
which will not tend to make y ou beloved and  
reſpectable. H e n ry , who had been holding me 
in his hand without any deſign o f  playing from 
the time his mother began her diſcourſe ; but
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had merely been rubbing me about with his fin
gers ,  now laid me haſtily on the table, and 
throwing his arms round her, ſ obbed forth an 
a ſſent to her advice; aſſuring her that he  would 
never forget her admonitions, and that he loved 
her too well to diſobey them; while the lady, 
overcome by her ſon’s emotion, j oined her tears 
with his, and embraced him with an equal ar
dour of tenderneſs and affection. As to your  
learning, ſaid ſhe, after a pauſe, I am perſuaded 
that emulation, and a deſire to equal, if  n ot ex
ceed your companions, will inſpire you  with 
a p plication ; and I ſhall be much diſ appointed 
to hear that you are remiſs in tha t  article. I  
hope, that without conſider ing  it as a t aſk, your 
affection will diſpo ſe you to write frequently to 
me, as you well know nothing can give me 
equal p leaſure. T h e  young gentleman was here 
ſummoned to ſupper, and left me on the tab le ; 
f rom which place I was not removed till the next 
morning, when a ſervant ha ſtily carried me down 
ſtairs to my maſter, who was in a poſt-chaiſe with 
two gentlemen, and who put me with a melan
choly air into his pocket. I  ſhall not detain my 
readers with any account o f  our journey, or the 
reception he met with from M r.  Verber, the 
perſon who kept the ſchool ; but proceeded to 
inform them, that Maſter Henry was conducted 
by this gentleman into the play-yard, where he 
left h i m : telling h im to amuſe himſelf with his
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new companions. He wanted courage to ad
vance, and had rather have retired to give vent 
to the affliction which he felt at a ſeparation from 
his beloved mother, (and the deſertion of his  
uncles who had accompanied him) that lady 
having declined the  office from a fear of increa ſing 
his d i ſtreſs. Some of the boys ſurveyed him in 
ſilence; and quietly marched o f f ; the older ones 
took no notice of a child ſo much their inferior, 
and ſome of the young ones proclaimed the 
arrival o f  a  new boy, with a noiſe to which he 
was quite unaccuſtomed. Several, however, 
whoſe diffidence was ſeldom any reſtraint, ac
coſted him with an inquiry after his name, 
family, and place of  abode ; and concluded with 
aſking in the technical term of the ſchool, whether 
h e had brought any prog. T o  this laſt q ueſtion, 
as he really did not underſtand  it, H e nry returned 

n o anſ wer till it was explained to mean, whether 
he had any cakes, &c . to diſpoſe of. He replied 
in the affirmative; but his baggage was not in 
h is poſſeſſion, and therefore he could not ſatisfy  their demand. At laſt ,  however, he took me 
from his pocket, and was going to play with a 
greater degree of fredom than he had y et aſſumed, 
w hen, with ſome ſurpriſe, he heard the boys 
addreſs him and each other by their ſurnames, 
w ithout any diſtinction of Maſter, or Sir , to  
which terms he had always been accuſtomed. 
He made this obſervation the next day to one of

B 2
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h is play-fellows, and was, in conſequence of it, 
r idiculed with t he appellation o f  Sir-Maſ t er;  an 
epithet which was intended to convey peculiar 
deriſion.

Henry ſoon found that his ſkill in ſpinning a 
top ,  was greatly inferior to his companions; 
and a great boy one day who liked m y ap
pearance, told him, he would exchange t o ps 
with him, or offered to toſs up for me, to which 
he ignorantly conſented. A halfpenny was 
produced, and Henry  twice ca l led out heads, 
and it turning up the reverſe, I was declared 
the property of Frank Powel, to the great d i ſ 
appointment o f  my maſt e r ,  who did not like to 
r e ſign me, and who had not underſtood the in 
tention of  the propoſal, he wanted much to keep 
me in his poſſeſſi o n .  All the boys, however, 
b e ing unan imous in the opinion, that matters 
had been fairly conducted, I  was reluctantly 
delivered by poor H enry  to a new owner, 
Powel was near ten, remarkably ſprightly and 
active, and eſteemed by his companions one of  
the clevereſt boys in the ſchool. H e  ſurveyed 
me with great pleaſure, and ran to a number o f  
his play-mates, w ho were playing at peg-top 
in a circle. My maſter ſoon entered me in the 
l i ſt, and I was unfortunately ſo little acquainted 
with the game, that I did not underſtand how 
to extricate m y ſelf. I  met here with two of 
my brethren, who informed me, that a ll our
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ſpecies who were introduced into this fatal in
cloſure, would attempt to ſplit us, a n d  make
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their own eſcape: and I had a melancholy 
proof o f  the truth of this intelligence in the very 
top who communicated it, as it immediately  
experienced the fate a bove-mentioned; and, I 
ſaw with horror, one which belonged to my own 
maſter cleave it through the middle. The peg,  
which was a valuable one, as it was of ten acorns, 
was immediately declared to be his prize, and 
he took it up w i th an air o f  triumph and ſatis
faction . I t  is impoſſib le  to deſcribe the un
eaſineſs  I felt at this ſpectacle, which was 
increaſed when another was thrown in, which 
approached ſo near a s twice to aſſault m y ſides 
with g reat violence: the third time, however,

B 3
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effected my deliverance, and drove me beyond 
the limits which had been marked for the con
teſt. Powel ſnatched m e up with an ardour of 
joy ,  and the bell then ringing for ſupper, he 
haſtened in, and devoted the reſt  o f  the time, 
till he went to bed, to execute the taſk which 
M r.  Verber  had allotted him.

T he quick manner in which he deſpatched, 
and the facility with wh ich he comprehended 
his l e a rn in g ; gained him the favour o f  his 
m aſter, and excited the envy o f  his ſchool-fel
lows. But the conſtant good-natu re with which 
he behaved to them, inclined them at the ſame 
time to love and reſpect him. His invariable 
honour, and uncorrupted honeſty had been ſo 
of ten diſt i n g uiſhed, that Mr.  Verber  deputed to 
his charge, the paym ent o f  their weekly allow
ance to about twenty boys. H is  commiſſio n  he 
had executed with univerſal credit  and ſatis
faction ; till one day, when Jack Growler,  who 
was o f  a moſt wicked and malignant diſpoſition, 
declared that he had been cheated of ſixpence, 
and that he would appeal to his maſter for 
redreſs.

Powel, whoſe only fault was in general to be 
too paſſionate in the vindication o f  his conduct, 
d i ſdained on the preſent occaſion to anſwer the 
charge, and treated G row ler with the m oſt  
provoking con tempt, telling him, that  he was 
welcome to make what complaints he pleaſ ed,



ſince he neither feared nor cared for his ac
cuſation.

T h i s behaviour inflamed Jack ſo much, that 
though he ſoon after found the money, which 
he had dropped when he received it,  he was 
ye t determined to be revenged : and both going

MEMOIRS OF  A P E G - TOP. 19

up to ſhow their exerciſe to Mr. Verber at the 
ſ ame time, he ſlily flipped the ſixpence in debate, 
and which was a very remarkable one, having 
a hole directly through the middle, into F rank`s 
pocket,  and ſoon after alleg ed, that when Powel 
had paid him ninepence, which was the ſum due 
to him, he had taken back the ſixpence, and 
refuſed to re ſ to re  it ,  declaring that he had paid 
the whole.

M r.  V erber immediately ſummoned the ac-



cuſed party to defend himſelf, who very warmly 
retorted upon Growler the charge of meanneſs, 
malice, and detraction, and declared that he had 
delivered him the whole ; proteſting in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that he had never touched or ſeen 
it  ſince. His companions joined in this account, 
and confirmed it by ſaying, the money was as 
remarkable as I deſcribed. Upon which their 
maſter ordered them both to be ſearched, which 
afforded no ſmall degree of pleaſure to Growler,  
wh o firſt ſubmitted to the command, and e ſ
caped with greater  honour than  fell to the ſhare 
o f  the innocent Powel, in whoſe poſſeſſion the 
ſixpence was found. A m azed, confounded, and 
provoked to the higheſt degree at this un
ex pected accident, my poor maſter could not 
contain his indignation. H e  loudly repeated 
his proteſtations o f  innocence , and laid the 
blame of treachery and deceit with great j uſtice 
on his accuſer. But ſtill appearances were ſo 
much in his disfavour, that M r.  Verber  ſternly 
to ld him, his paſſions riſing to ſuch exceſs, was 
a confirmation of  his g u il t ;  adding, that unleſs 
he could clear himſelf from the imputation, h e 
muſt expect the ſevereſt puniſhment, as his 
crime appeared o f  the moſt complicated nature ; 
comprehending a cha rge o f  deceit,  lying, and 
f raud ;  crimes o f  ſuch m agnitude, a s he never 
did, nor ever would pardon . He then o rdered 
him to deliver up the money w ith which he had

20  MEMOIRS OF A P E G- T O P .



MEMOIRS OF A PEG-TOP. 2 1

been entruſted, as he was not worthy the office 
o f  his ſecretary, till his character was cleared, 
and his innocence made manifeſt. He was 
ordered likewiſe to confinement in a ſmall room, 
which was called the Baſtile, becauſe it had but 
one window, which was a ſk y - l igh t ;  and who
ever was thought deſ er ving  this puniſhment, 
was b aniſhed from all the reſt o f  his companions, 
and ſecluded from every amuſement. All the 
toys which were found in his pocket were con
fiſcated to Mr. Verber, who took me as par t  o f  
that  number, and depoſited me in a drawer in 
his own ſtudy; where I remained in a ſtate o f  
quietneſs and inaction for ſome time. T h e  
companions of my ſecluded ſtate were a tea-totum, 
which had been ſeized from a boy who ſpun it 
in ſchool-time when be ought to have been 
writ ing;  a bag o f  marbles that had forfeited 
their liberty from their maſters having rolled 
them on the ſeat of the pew at church ; together 
with an exceeding good ball, which had been 
thrown up againſt the houſe, and made its way 
through the parlour window ; and a drum bat
t ledore, and curious ſ huttlecock, which the owner 
had uſed in ſchool-time, when he was deſpatched 
on another errand ; and which had prolonged 
his ſtay till Mr. Verber had diſcovered his em
ployment. After ſome time this gen t leman 
took me out, and pre ſented me once more to his 
favourite Powel, whoſe character had been fully
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vindicated, and as I ſoon learned;  and who 
was now reinſtated in his maſter’s favour, and 
reſtored to his former diſtinction. W ith  a ſmile
o f  complacence, M r.  Verber  g ave me back to 
my maſter, and a ſſured him, it was with the 
greateſt pleaſure he congratulated him on the 
comple te manifeſtation of his innocence: at the 
 ſame time , ſaid he, I muſt blame you for that  
indiſcreet warmth, with which, on all occaſions, 
y ou are apt to defend yourſe lf ; and which will 
ever be an injury to the beſt cau ſe ; and I aſſure 
you more inclined m e to imagine you guilty, 
than any other argument could have done. Be 
convinced, Powel, that virtue can never be 
aſ ſ iſted, but may be often hurt by the i ndulgence 
o f  paſſi o n .  However,  I truſt that you will have ſo 
much good ſenſe as to improve from the con
ſciouſneſs o f  paſt failings: and I do inſiſt upon 
your g iving up all thoughts o f  perſonal revenge 
againſt your accuſer, who ſe puniſhment I ſhall 
take into my own hands; and I hope that you 
are too generous, to think of bearing future ill- 
w i ll and enmity aga in ſt h im , ſin c e  the beſt way 
to prove your own ſuperiority and merit ,  will 
be by a generous forgiveneſs ; and I ſhould be 
ex t reme ly ſorry to be obliged, through your 
violence to him, to involve you in a ſimilar 
condemnation. Powel expreſſed his ſatisfaction 
at h is maſter’s approbation, and thanking h im



for the continuance of his confidence, with a 
low bow he left the room.

Jack  Growler,  as I  afterwards found, had 
diſcoverd his treachery, by boaſting of  its ſuc
ceſs to one o f  his friends; and re joicing in t hat  
plan o f  revenge, which had involved the in
nocent Powel in diſgrace. But being overheard 
by his maſter, he had puniſhed his wickedneſs 
by a ſevere flogging, and obliged him publicly 
to aſk pardon, and likew i ſe for ſome weeks de
prived him of his allowance, as that had been 
th e  inſtrument of his malevolence. And, indeed, 
I  have often had occaſion to remark in the ſcenes 
in which I have been engaged, that however  
vice may triumph for a t ime, it is generally 
diſcovered in the end, and meets with its de
ſerved retribution,

Soon after I was reſtored to my  maſter, he  
went with four other boys, (who had likewiſe 
obtained leave ſo to do) to a neighbouring vil
lage, in order to purchaſe whipcord, g inger
bread, marbles, and ſuch other things as they 
wanted. Juſt as they ſet out for this purpoſe, 
Powel coming behind one of the party, whoſe 
name was T om Swallowell, toſſed his hand
kerchief  over his head, and a ſked him how he 
ſhould like to walk all the way blindfold! 
W h y ,  I ſhould not mind it a ſ traw, returned he, 
and could find the path, I warrant you, without 
any a ſſi ſ t a n c e .  I`ll lay you ſixpence, to be ſpent
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in cheeſecakes, which we will buy o f  the old pye- 
woman, ſaid Powel, that y o u  cannot g o as far as 
the turnpike without aſſiſtance, i f  your eyes are 
bound up. Done! replied Tom , and I`ll bet you 
ſixpence that I can ! but you ſhall promiſe that 
you will not let me run into danger without 
telling me of i t; neither by going in the way 
of horſes, or tumbling into a ditch. Theſe  
articles agreed to, Swallowell ſtood ſtill while 
they bound a handkerchief  cloſe over his eyes,

and he groped forward on his way . Tom , you 
 m uſt k now, was remarkably fond of  eating, and 
ſpent all his money in th e purchaſe o f  tarts,  
fruit, and ſuch kind of  th ings ; and at this time 
his caſh was reduced to one poor tw opence only,



ſo that he could not have immediately diſcharged 
his wager, had he loſt it. At he was ſo fond of 
good t hings, he would make trial o f  whatever  
came in his way, and taſ t e all that was offered 
h im ; by which means he was often diſappointed, 
and ſometimes made extremely ſick. He had 
purſued his courſe in various directions, to the 
great  entertainment o f  his companions; ſom e
times on one ſi d e  o f  the road and ſometimes on 
the  other ; one minute feeling for a poſt, which 
he thought he had arrived at,  againſt the rails 
o f  a houſe; at another, groping for a tree in  
the middle o f  a highway; and, in ſhort, ap 
peared entirely ignorant at which part  o f  his 
journey he had arrived. When they had go t  
near half  way, Mother Mixwell, the pye-woman, 
met them, and T om  was very earneſt to taſte 
ſome of the contents of her b aſket . W il l  
G r inm ore determined to purchaſe a laugh on 
the occaſion, and offered him a cuſtard i f  he 
could eat it without uncovering his eyes. T h a t  
T om agreed to be no impediment, and W ill ,  
with  the a ſſiſtance o f  the reſt , p repared his 
preſent,  by mixing with it a good quan tity o f  
cow-dung, which lay very opportunely in the 
road,  ſome cattle having juſt paſſed in their way  
to a neighbouring farm . Swallowell, whoſe 
greedy  diſpoſition always engaged him to take 
a large mouthful,  very eag erly received the  
cuſt a rd ; but had ſoon occaſio n  to repent his  c
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haſte, and without thinking of his wager, (one 
o f  the conditions of  which was, that he ſhould 
on no occaſion remove the bandage) he haſtily 
p ulled off the handkerchie f , and began ſpitting 
a nd ſputtering in a manner truly diverting. 
P o wel ſoon demanded his ſixpence, as the forfeit 
o f  unbinding his eyes; but T om  very angrily 
re fu ſed , declaring that he had been cheated,  
and that the filthy cuſtard had been given him 
as a concer ted meaſure to make him loſe the 
w a g er. Powel denied the charge, but reſented 
 ſ uch an affron t to his honour,  and Grinmore 
having diverted himſelf ſome time with the 
anger of both parties, at length avowed that it 
was en t irely his doing, and that F rank was 
wholly innocent of  ſuch an inſidious deſign.

This ,  however, did not ſatisfy the diſpleaſed 
Swallowell, who ſtill retained the taſte o f  the 
cow-dung ſtrongly in his mouth. He, therefore, 
gave Powel a blow on his head as he was 
ſtooping to buckle his ſhoe. This  daſtardly 
t rick was ſoon returned by Frank  with ſome 
violence, who declared himſelf  unwilling to 
fight; but that he would not tamely ſtand ſtill 
to be thraſhed in ſuch a cowardly manner, by a 
boy to whom he was much ſuperior. After 
drubbing him ſome time he walked on with his 
companions, and left battered T o m  rolling in 
the middle of the road, to taſte a ſecond time, 
the cow-dung which had occasioned the quarrel,
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and into the midſt of which his antagoniſt had 
thrown him.

Juſt as he was riſing, and trying to wipe off 
the dirt and duſt which his clothes were covered 
with, he was overtaken by Mr. Verber, who 
w as taking a walk with Powel 's father, that  
gentleman having arrived a ſhort time before on 
a viſit to his ſon.
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T h e  maſter inquired of Swallowell the cauſe 
o f  his being in that dirty and wounded con
dition ; of which being informed, he ſent him 
home and purſued his walk in queſt o f  his ad
verſary. T he ſe  particulars I learned from a 
friend of  my maſter’s, to whom T om  com 
municated them on his return.

C 2



Powel in the mean time arrived at the village, 
and having purchaſed the neceſſaries he ſet out 
to procure, ſat down on a ſ tyle to eat ſome 
g ingerbread; after which he took me out, and 
was j uſt going to try my ſkil l in pegging  a 
halfpenny,  when Mr.  Verber  and his father 
arrived.  This  unexpected ſigh t  afforded him 
grea t  pleaſure, and he accompanied the lat ter  
to an inn in the above-mentioned village, where 
he had beſpoke a dinner, promiſing to return 
wi th  h i s ſon, and dr ink  tea with Mr. V e r b e r  ; 
tha t  g e n tleman after mutual compliments,  leav
ing us to return home. I ſhall pa ſs over the 
numberleſs inquiries which my maſte r  made 
af ter  ever y individual of  his family, not for
get t ing  Ball, the black coach horſe, and his 
companion Smiler  ; together with a great  many 
queſtions after Rover,  the young pointer,  aud 
old H o neſty, the grea t yard dog;  all which his 
father  anſwered very kindly,  and much to his 
ſa tisfaction. But as the rea der is not acquainted 
with M i ſs Polly his ſiſter, or M iſs Patty his 
l i t t le couſin, and a thouſand Jacks, Toms, and 
H arrys, about whoſe welfare he appeared to be 
extremely ſol icitous, I ſha l l omi t theſe particulars 
to g ive ſome account o f  the advice which his  
father  afterwards thought proper to give him, 
previous to their ſeparation. H e began by 
i nquiring into the character of Swallowell, and 
Powel told him, that  he was a good-natured
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boy enough, but ſo greedy, that he was the j e ſt  
of the whole ſchool, every one taking pleaſure 
to cheat him into a trial of ſome d isagreeable 
taſte. And I find you have this morning been 
of that number, replied his father which I ſh ould  
not be much inclined to blame, a s ſuch a h o g 
like diſpoſition is a juſt  ſubject of ridicule. But 
I am very ſorry, Frank,  the warmth of your 
temper has hurried you to add offence to raillery, 
and that you have concluded by fighting, what 
you began in play. You well know, my dear 
boy, the frequent caution I have given you upon 
this ſubject. I would by no means have you a 
coward, or afraid o f  being hurt; but to be ever 
ready to ſtrike, or return a blow, is a proof o f  
the violence of your paſſion, but no argument o f  
the juſtice o f  your cauſe. I f  the boy you engage 
with  is younger than yourſelf, it is the higheſt  
degree of  meanneſs to take ſuch an unfair ad
vantage o f  his inferiority; and if  he is older, 
you ſtand but a bad chance. N or  do I think 
ſuch conteſts either prudent or honourable be
tween equals in age and ſ t rength. T o  forgive 
an injury, and overlook an affront, is a much 
higher inſtance of  true magnanimity, than to 
obtain the moſt complete conqueſt: and, in 
general,  tho ſe are moſt ready to fight, who have 
been the aggreſſors, and commenced the d i ſ
pu te :  but an ill action is not rendered more 
excuſeab le, or an unfair advan ta g e reconciled

C 3
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t o ju ſtice by the blows o f  paſſi o n ,  or  the taunts
o f  provoca t ion. Let  m e per ſuade you, t h e r e 
fore,  to  forbear this ungenerous u ſe o f  that  
ſ t rength which was beſtowed fo r nobler p u r 
p o ſ e s ; a nd endeavouring to make your ſelf  be
l o v ed  for your kindneſs, ra ther  than f e a r e d  for
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your  reſentm ent. "  But i f  it was known,  re 
"  plie d my maſter, t h at a boy would not f ig h t , 
"  he would be ſubject t o the inſults o f  every 
"  urchin in the ſchool, a nd might  ſ tand ſtill like 
"  a c ock on a Shrove Tue ſday ,  to  be thrown a t  
"  by every coward  who was not afraid to be 
"  th raſhe d in return : and I do maintain it to be 
"  impoſ ſ ible to k e ep one's charac ter without i t . ”  
You are much m i ſt ak en,  young man, returned
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his father. I know what being at ſchool is, and 
have been more years there than yourſe lf ; and 
i f  you will petulantly take offence at every lit t le 
m iſunderſtanding, and be ſo ſoon ſubject to take 

an affront, you may then find the cultivation o f  
peace impo ſſ ib l e .  —  But i f  on the contrary, you 
determine never to ſtrike the firſt blow, nor ever 
return it but in ſelf-defence, you will find, that 
thoſe occaſions but ſeldom happen; and there 
will other inſtances ariſe, to prove your con
tempt o f  pain, and for the exertion o f  your 
courage. In ſhort, I think a boy who is afraid 
o f being hurt; ſhows a very weak mind ; but 
one that delights to hurt others, proves that he 
has a very wicked one.

Powel coloured at the keenneſs o f  this re
proof, and aſſured his father, that he would en
deavour for the future to avoid quar relling as 
much as he could. W ith  this aſſurance the 
converſation was concluded, as they arrived at 
Mr. V e rber’s gate. W hat  paſſed in their in 
terview with that gentleman, I cannot t e l l ; as, 
on entering the houſe, I was borrowed of m y 
maſter by Ben Playful, and accompanied him 
into the yard. H e  was juſt going to engage 
with another, in what might be called a race ;  
which was, to try which of the two could firſt 
chip a halfpenny from the middle, to the wall 
o f  the play-ground. My antagoniſt,  either from 
a defect in i ts form, or from a want of ſkill in
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its owner, in vain eſſayed to make the money 
advance;  two or three times it juſt removed it 
to a little diſtance , but more frequently failed 
o f  touching it at all.—  While my new maſter 
(for ſuch he af terwards became) with the mo ſt 
expert dexteri ty ,  guided me forwards to th e  ſpot 
he w iſhed ; and, a t  four ſpins, the halfpenny 
bounded forcibly againſt the wall. In a ſecond 
and third game I met with equal ſucceſs, and 
Ben exulted in having borrowed the moſt ex
cellent T o p  he had ever met with. I was next 
enga g ed with one of my aſſociates, whom I re 
m em ber to have ſeen in the very drawer which 
I  mentioned in the beginning of  theſe memoirs, 
as the firſt place I was introduced to.— W e had 
not much time for conver ſation, as we were 
each alternately pegged at an old braſs button, 
with an intention to determine its p rog re ſs 
different ways. I ſought to impel it to the 
r igh t ,  and my adversary, with great  a ſſ id u i t y ,  
endeavoured to force it  to the left h a n d  ; while 
the ſ ucceſsful labours o f  each, impre ſſed the 
looks o f  our employers, with alternate joy or 
regret .  At leng th, however, when the d i ſ tan ce  
had nearly thrown me into deſpair,  Playful, 
who was an adep t in every  game, with great 
judgm ent threw me upon the button, and ſtruck 
it with ſuch force, that it  flew ſo great a diſtance 
as to ſecure the expectation of  victory, which 
t h e  n e x t  a t t e m pt  put  beyond a  d o u b t . T his



matter being decided, he was counting my 
acorns with great attention, when Powel joined 
him, and d e ſ ired  to have me reſtored: but 
Playful offered to  g ive a bat and ball in exchange,
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and begged he might keep me ; to which 
Powel conſenting, I became Ben Playful’s pro
perty .  I was now always in uſe: for my new 
matter thought but l i t tle of  his ſtudies, though 
his neglect met with frequent diſgrace.

in  the morning he was continually in ſuch a 
hurry, that he ſcarce knew which o f  his leſſons 
to a t te n d ; and it  was no unuſual thing to ſee 
him em p loy the little t ime he had in ſearching 
for his books, which were generally thrown by 
with careleſs indifference the moment ſchool 
hours were over. I t  may be eaſily imagined,



34 M E M O IR S OF A P E G -T O P .

that  in this ſituation he made greater  proficiency 
in his play than in his learning; and indeed he 
was ſurpaſſed in the one by many boys of ſeven, 
though he was himſelf ten years old : while in 
every amu ſement he was conſidered as the fi r ſt 
leader, and the moſt expert o f  the whole ſociety.
I  had ſoon reaſon to repent the diſpoſi t ion o f  
m y new maſter; for although he commended 
me ex tremely, yet he complained that I was too 
h e a v y ,  and propoſed a plan for my improvement, 
which I ſhudder to relate.

I t  was on a Saturday afternoon, that he began 
to  put in execu tion his cruel proj ect. And, a h ! 
gentle  reader! will you not ſympathize with my 
ſufferings, when I inform you, that this deteſt
able ſcheme was no other than to extract my 
peg,  and inſert it in another top ? My appre
henſions on hearing ſuch a dreadful intention 
w ere beyond deſcription; and had I been 
capable o f  tears, to be ſure I ſhould have wept 
moſt plentifully. This  relief was however 
denied, and all I could do, was patiently to 
expect my fate. N o r  indeed would the pro
ſ pect have been at all improved , by the  in 
dulgence o f  thoſe lamentations which are pecu
l iar to the human ſpecies. N o  one, I ſuppoſe, 
likes to be in pain ; but it is ſurely a great  
degree of  weakneſs and extremely unmanly, to 
cry and blubber upon every occaſion, as I have 
ſeen ſome boys do, while they at the ſame time



r e fuſe the neceſſary means of  relief, and endure 
that uneaſineſs of which they are ſo impatient, 
becauſe they want reſolution to take ſome 
nauſeous medicine which is preſcribed as a cure 
for their diſorder. I felt with the moſt dread
ful apprehenſion, the ſtring twiſted r ight round 
m y peg, while ſeveral boys ſ tood by, as un
feeling ſpectators o f  my agony. T hey  ſoon 
retired to the diſtance o f  a few paces to ſecure 
them ſelves from the danger o f  a blow, which 
they j u ſ tly  apprehended I might be the occaſ io n  
o f :  nor, indeed, had this precaution been 
omitted, could I po ſſibly avoid ſuch an accident. 
M y m a ſter likewiſe took care to retreat  behind 
a tree, while he ſwung me with all his force 
aga in ſ t its ſ ides; till at length overpowered by 
by the blows, I felt myſelſ divided, and my 
head flew off with impetuoſity to a conſiderable 
diſtance, and l ighting on a large bell-glaſs, 
(which the gardener had put down, while he 
opened a gate through which he wanted to 
pa ſs) and broke it into a thouſand pieces. T h e  
conſternation which this misfortune had cauſed, 
for a time ſuſpended the attention o f  my 
tormentors, and Playful appeared to be e x 
tremely apprehenſive of the conſequence. T he  
gardener immediately ſeized on his ſhoulder, 
and declared he ſhould appear before his maſter, 
and anſwer for the accident, which would 
otherwiſe be imputed to his negligence. T o
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this Ben had great  objections: firſt, becauſe he 
expected Mr. Verber  to be d i ſpleaſed with the 
fracture of  the glaſs, and for a ſecond reaſon, as 
he had omitted, for the ſake o f  performing the 
above operation, to learn a taſk which he had 
been ordered to ge t  perfectly before night. H is 
reſiſtance was however in vain; ſo putt ing my 
peg  into his waiſtcoat pocket,  and the gardner

taking my head in his left h a n d , while with the 
r ig h t  he dragged  my maſter along, we pro
ceeded to the great  parlour, where we found 
M r.  Verber, two ladies, and a gentleman. T h e  
complaint was ſoon preferred ag a in ſt my larger 
par t ,  which very narrowly e ſcaped from certain 
deſtruction; Mr. Verber at  the conclu ſion of  the 
account, toſſ in g  me, wi thout the lea ſt concern,

3
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into the fire ; which, fortunately for me, hap
pened to have a large quantity o f  freſh coals 
juſt laid on ; ſo that I did not immediately ſuffer 
from that conflagration, o f  which I  was terribly 
a fra id. M y  ca ſe, however,  ſeemed to be d e ſ
perate ; and although the reader may be anxious 
to hear the fate o f  m y m a ſter, he mu ſt remember, 
that it  is the Memoirs  o f  a P e g - T o p  he is read
in g ,  and  that therefore I conſider m yſe l f  as the 
principal object o f  his attention, I ſhall con
sequently take the liberty o f  firſt informing h im 
what were my own reflections in this d i ſmal ſ it u 
a t io n ; before I concern m y ſe l f  to releaſe Ben

P layful , who is all  this time ſtanding in a ſtate 
of frightful ſuſpenſe before his maſte r ,  and liſ t
ening to the accu ſation of the gardener. A s  a

D



top when divided, as I then was, is j uſt as ca
pa ble of  thought, as when in the moſt perfect 
condit ion, both parts having the power of  
imagination when ſeparated, i f  ſuch is the will 
of  fancy to beſtow ; becauſe as none but human 
beings can poſſeſs theſe properties which I now 
ſuppoſe, ſo it is equally eaſy to imagine, that 
the peg and the head can both underſtand a 
l anguage, and reflect or fear, or rejoice and an
ticipate an event, when apart, as i f  they were 
united. In other words, any thing which a 
m an can poſſi b l y  make muſt  be incapable of  
underſtanding. And therefore when a ſtory is 
wri tten, or told, where things inanimate are 
repreſented as talking or acting, it muſt be 
known to be only ſuppoſition; as in reality 
w ood cannot feel nor iron think. So if the 
Author of  this volume chooſes to make both 
parts of  me comprehend at the ſame time, you 
can juſt as well imagine that, as any thing elſe 
which you are told of the like kind. T o  con
tinue then the account o f my adventur es, I muſt 
inform you, tha t I lay on the ſummit  of a hil l  of  
coals in a dreadful apprehension that the blaze 
of  two or three flames, which had m a d e  their 
way in different parts around, would ſome one 
of  t hem reach and conſume me . T h e  force of  
my fall had ſunk a kind of bed, as it were, in  
which I p artly  repoſed but every moment, as 
it increaſe d my danger,  added to the dread
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which I experienced : and I had certainly been 
deſtroyed in a few moments, as I felt the coals 
which ſupported me g ive way, the fire having 
burnt a hollow ſpace, underneath, and a large 
cake falling in, I had unavoidably periſhed, but 
for the k ind a ſſiſtance of the gen tleman above- 
mentioned ; who going to ſtir the fire, took me

o ut with the tongs, ſaying, that it was a pity 
ſuch a nice top ſhould be loſt , as th ey were ſo 
many children in the houſe who would be g lad 
to poſſeſs it.

From this inſtance a moral reflection or two 
is ſo obvious, tha t I cannot perſuade myſelf to 
omit them. As I was ſtrongly impreſſed at the 
time with the consi deration, that however inno
cence m ay be expoſed through the folly of others

D 2



to  m is fo r tu n e  and  d a n g e r ,  y e t  ſom e  m e th o d  will 
b e  e v e r  found for i t s r e ſcue and p ro tec t ion .  A n d  
th is  ſhould  i ncline tho ſe  who a re  in a n unea ſy  
ſ i tu a t ion ,  to  bear  w i th p a t i ence  the  v e x a t io n s 
w h ic h  m a y  o c c u r ; as they  m ay  be well a ſ ſu r e d ,  
i f  they act w i th  p r o p r i e ty  th e m ſe lv es ,  th ey  wil l  
in th e  end be  e n a b le d  to ſ u r m o u nt  e v e r y  diffi
c u l ty ,  a n d  r e jo i c e  in the  c om fo r t s  o f  a  m o r e  
a g r e e a b l e  ſ ta te .  W h i l e  t h oſe  w ho  n eg lec t  a   
p r op e r  a t t e n t io n to th e i r  n e c e ſ ſa ry  b u ſin e ſ s ,  f ro m  
a n  inc l ina t ion  to p r e ſ e n t  p le a ſu re, w i l l f r e 
q u e n t ly  m e e t  w ith  ſom e  ac c id e n t  to o b ſ t ru c t  th e ir 
w i ſhes ,  a n d  p u n i ſh  th e m  effectua lly fo r  th e i r  d i ſ 
o b e d i e n c e .

Ben  P la y fu l  h a d  a t this t im e  r e aſ o n  t o  be  ſen
ſ ib le  o f  the  t r u th  o f  w h a t  is h e re  a d v a n c e d ,  as 
his  m a ſ te r  d e c la r e d ,  th a t  a f ter  p a y in g  fo r th e  
g l a ſ s ,  w h ich  he  th o u g h t  in j uſtice  h e was o b l ig e d  
to  do ,  he ſhould h a ve been n o  w a y s  d i ſp le a ſe d , 
h ad n ot  his f o n d neſs for  p la y  c on ſ t a n tly been  
th e  occaſ ion  o f  neg lec t ing  his ſtudies : he there
fo re k e p t  h im  confined the r e ſt o f  the  e v e n in g ,  
ti l l  he h a d ,  in ſom e  d e c r e e ,  m a d e  a m e n d s  for  
his f o r m e r  om i ſſio n .—  W h e n  it was bed  t i m e , 
an d  he  had  r e p e a te d  the le ſſon w hich he had, 
ſince  been very d i l ig e n t  to l e a rn ,  he b e g g e d  th a t
I  m i g h t  be r e ſto re d ,  p r o miſi n g  to b ehave  w ith  
m o r e  c a u tio n fo r the  f u tu re. I a m  ſo r ry  
P layfu l ,  repl ied  M r .  V e r b e r ,  tha t  y o ur idleneſs  
does ſo f requen t ly  o b l ig e  m e  bo th  to b lam e a nd
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puniſh you. For my own credit I ſhould cer
tainly be deſirous to have you improve; but  it 
is not of  equal conſequence to any perſon, a s it 
will in future be to yourſelf. T o  acquire a 
competent knowledge of different languages, 
but eſpecially of your own and the Latin tongue, 
is ſo eſſential to the character of a gentleman, 
that without it, you will certainly (be your 
fortune ever ſo large) meet with deriſion and 
contempt. A man who has the advantage of 
g ood ſenſe, improved by a liberal education, 
may, with aſſ id u i t y and diligence, raiſe himſelf 
in the world, and be univerſally reſpected, al
though deſtitute of r iches: b ut the greateſt 
affluence cannot purchaſe eſteem , when the poſ
ſeſſor is illiterate or ill-bred. Bad ſpelling , or  
bad E n g liſh, are certain indications of meanneſs, 
and will be always conſidered as ſuch : and if   
you are not attentive to acquire a thorough  
k nowledge of your grammar, yon will never a t 
any age be able to ſp eak  with propriety, or 
write with elegance. The  farther you advance 
in learning, the more agreeable you will find i t ; 
but by deferring your buſ ine ſs for the ſake of 
playing a lit t le longer, you multiply your trou
b les, and introduce ſuch confuſion in the diſ
poſition of your time, as involves you in perpe
tual difficulty. Young people are ſeldom to be 
perſuaded, that the firſ t part of their days is the 
only ſeaſon for the a t tainment of knowledge;



b ut believe me, Playful, if  you neglect the pre
ſent opportunity of  improvement, you will have 
reaſon to repent your folly to the lateſt hour o f  
your life.

M y maſter very ſeriouſly attended to the con
cluſion of this good advice ; but, before he re
t ired, aga in intreated to have me reſtored. I  
was accordingly delivered to him with repeated 
charges to behave better, which he promiſed 
faithfully to comply with.

T h e  next morning he roſe very early with an 
intention of  keeping his word ; but, unluckily, 
in feeling for his handkerchief, my head rolled 
out at the ſame time from his pocket. T he  
temptation o f completing his top before ſchool 
time became too great to be reſ iſ ted ,  and going 
to ſome of his companions who had been of his 
party the preceding d ay , a conſu ltation was 
held to determine to what top my peg ſhould 
be joined : when after various experiments with 
ſeveral others, it was decreed, that my divided 
p arts ſhou ld be again re-united ; and Playful 
haſtily taking his hat, ſcraped of a little as it 
lay on his knee, and applying it to the end of 
my peg, in hopes of making it ſpin lighter, 
thruſt  it once more into its fo rmer poſition. 
A s he had laid aſide  his books for the ſake of  
finiſh ing the improvement in his to p, which the 
day before he had begun, he found it  impoſſ ib l e  
to withſtand the inclination of  at leaſt t rying
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how I  ſhould ſpin; and finding me much lighter 
than before, he went on with another and another 
t rial, inten ding e ach o ne ſhould be the laſt, h is 
conſcience ſuggeſting all the time, the danger to 
which he expoſed himſelf, of offending his maſter 
by a violation o f  his promiſe. He was tw iſt ing

the ſtring round as quick as he could move his 
fingers, telling his ſchool-fel lows, that he actually 
would play no longer than I kept up, before he 
went into his ſtudies, when the ſchool bell rang, 
and obliged him to attend its dreaded, but una
voidable ſummons.

With a heavy heart he put me into his pocket 
a nd going to a bench in the yard, where he had 
left i t , took up his book, reading his leſſon over 
as he ſlowly crept along , till ſtopping a conſider



able time at a window in a paſſage which led to 
the ſchool, one o f  the uſhers came ſoftly behind, 
and giving him a hearty ſtroke with a cane upon 
h is ſhoulders, told him to quicken his pace, for 
he was always lag laſt. T h e  diſtreſs which he 
afterwards experienced on account of his neglect, 
was a deſerved puniſhment for his diſobedience 
to his m aſte r ’s advice, after g iving a promiſe 
to the contrary. But ſo it ever will happen 
where a fondneſs for amuſement is ſuffered to 
prevail to ſuch excels, as to engroſs that portion 
of  time, which ought to be more uſefully em
ployed.

Children are apt to think, that a few minutes, 
added to their diverſions, can make no difference ; 
and minutes ſl i p  away in ſenſibly into a quarter of 
an hour; their play becomes more in tereſting, 
the game is nearly concluded, or the k i te will 
ſ oon be down, it is a pity to ſtop its f l igh t! a 
race will ſhortly be determined, or ſome ſuch 
reaſon prevails, till the time is elapſed in which 
their buſineſs ſhould have been attended; and 
they are left to bewail in ſorrow and regret the 
folly of their negligence. I t  would be more 
prudent, therefore, a t  firſt to ſecure the eſſentials, 
and do what is neceſſary before they begin to 
engage in thoſe diverſions, which, however 
laudable in their proper ſeaſon, may frequently 
enſnare them into error, and ſubject them to future 
puniſhment.
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Poor Playful ! who would have had time 
ſufficient to have finiſhed his job, a nd might have 
quietly enjoyed me when ſchool time was over, 
by an indiſcreet uſe of his morning hours, was 
confined all the reſt of the day, and had an ad
ditional taſk given him to learn, upon pain o f  
a ſevere flogging if  it was neglected.— Whether 
he underwent any puniſhment, or what after
wards became o f  him, I can’t tell, as I  flipped 
through a hole in his pocket as he was ſtanding 
at the yard gate after breakfaſt, whether he had 
b een ſent by the Latin Uſher to fetch one of his 
companions who was at play in the road, I  did 
not however remain long in a ſtate of freedom, 
but was picked up by a  baker' s boy, who brought 
b read to Mr. V erber's. He ſurveyed me with
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great joy, and we ſoon mounted together into 
his cart, and jolted on to ſeveral other houſes in the 
neighbourhood; at one of  which my new maſter 
met with a companion, who begged to ride to  
the next village, which was about half a mile 
diſtance. T h is boy who was n e a r  twelve years 
old, had been to carry a letter from a charity 
ſchool, to which he belonged, to one of the ge
tlemen who was a benefactor to it.

Charles Heedmore (which was the name my 
maſter called him by) was ſoon made acquainted 
with the treaſure which George Mealwell had 
found, and I was produced in conſequence; and 
both parties agreed to make trial of my merit 
on the ſpot. Old T ro t  was acccordingly ſtop 
ped, and they adjourned to a piece o f  ground 
which ſuited with their intention ; from whence 
they could watch the cart ,  and where they 
quietly played for ſom e time. At length a drov e 
o f  geeſe, which were on their journey to London, 
in paſſi ng  by alarmed honeſt T ro t  ſo much, that 
he ſet off with uncommon agility, and ga lloped 
away with the cart and its contents: a thing which 
w a s very unuſual, as he ſeldom, without a great 
deal of whipping, would move faſter than at the 
r ate of three miles an hour. As it happened,  
however, the humour ſeized him, to make a 
haſty concluſion to his journey ; which he ſoon 
did, by overſetting the c a r t  upon a hillock o f  
d irt, that had been raiſed on one ſi d e  of the road.
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My maſter and his companion, who perceived 
their horſe ſet off with ſuch uncommon ſpeed, 
immediately followed him with all the h aſte 
they could make, and were j uſt time enough 
to be witneſſes of  (though not to prevent) the 
overthrow, which they moſt ſadly deplored. 
T o  their great ſorrow they ſoon found that 
one o f  the ſhafts were broken in two, and the 
top o f  the cart had received conſiderable 
damage; while poor T ro t  lay floundering and 
k ic k in g , having entangled himſelf in the 
harneſs. They  in vain endeavoured to ſet h im

MEMOIRS OF A P E G - T O P .  47

free, and were ſo terr i fied, e ſp ecia lly G eorge  
Mealwell,  with the apprehen ſio n o f  re turn ing to 
his maſter, tha t  he was incapable o f  using t he  
proper methods o f  procuring  him liber t y : at
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length, however, with the aſſiſtance o f  a coun
tryman, who was coming from a potatoe field, 
the horſe was extricated, and the cart p ro 
nounced incapable o f  proceeding. T h e  point 
was now to be determined, whether they ſhould 
go  home with the horſe, and inform his maſter 
o f  the accident, or fi r ſ t  endeavour to get  a 
cartwright who lived in the village, to come 
and inſpect the damage, and try to repair it. 
But to this laſt propoſal George  very juſtly  
objected, that i f  the man would conſent to 
come, and even i f  he ſhould be ſo fortunate as 
to accompliſh their wiſhes, the time o f  their 
ſtay would certainly betray them ; and i f  that  
could be managed, he had not money to ſatisfy 
the charge which it would neceſſarily occaſion.

T h e  old alternative them was, to take home 
honeſt T r o t ,  on whom they beſtowed many 
angry  invectives, and to tell the beſt account 
they could o f  the accident to Mr. Bakeall his 
owner.

George,  who was in general a tolerable good 
boy, felt on this occaſion h is fears prove too 
grea t  for his h o n o u r ; and propoſed to his 
companion, to inform his maſter, that he had 
never left the cart  but upon account o f  his 
buſineſs, and t hat the appearance of  a man ſu d 
denly ſtarting out o f  a hedge, had frightened 
the horſe, who ran away with him, and nearly 
killed him by the overſet of the cart ,  which all



his endeavours could not pr e v e n t : adding,  
that he would contr ive to get a good bruiſe on 
his ſhoulder, and a ſcratc h on the face, to 
p rove the tru th  o f  his aſſertion, and w h ich 
would incline his maſter to pity his ſufferings 
and mitigate  his anger. For  to ſay tha t  T r o t  
had been frightened at a drove o f  geeſe would  
appear  highly improbable, and ſubject the 
real i ty  o f  his tale to be doubted.

H eedm ore  repreſented to his fr iend, tha t  to 
ſpeak the truth  on a ll occaſions, wa s, in his 
opinion, the ſafeſt  way ; a s he would certainly 
live in continual dread o f  detection, and i f  tha t  
h a p p ened, inc u r  a g reater degree o f  puniſhment, 
and expoſe himſelf to unavoidable con tem pt:  
tha t  the word o f  a l iar is at all times liable to 
ſ u ſpicion, and that  it was to add wickedneſs 
to folly, to purſue t he ſcheme he had mentioned. 
H e  therefore concluded with a concurrence  
with the old maxim, that come what m ight ,  in 
his mind, “  honeſty would be the beſt policy.” 
G eorge  agreed to the force o f  his arguments  
in general,  but oppoſed in this particula r in 
ſtance, the dread he was in o f  his maſter 's  
d iſp leaſu re.

T h a t  as to any d i ſcove ry  he t hought it  u t
terly impoſſible, as no one was witneſs t o the 
accident, o r could confront him w ith a falſehood. 
T h a t  he had as great  a d iſlike to lying as H eed
more, but r eal ly he d i d  not reliſh the thoughts
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o f  a thraſhing, which a  confeſſion o f  t he t r u th  
would certainly b ring  him , and in ſhort, he 
was re ſolv ed to tell t he ſtory accord ing to the 
above plan.

C h a r les repeated his reaſons t o diſſuade him  
from ſo wrong a determination, and enforced 
them by ſaying,  i f  he aſked a ny queſtions about 
the affair, he would certainly dec la re  the t r u t h ; 
which m uſt involve Mealwell  in d i ſg race ,  and 
reveal his deceit.

George ,  in conſequence of  this ſpeech, grew  
extremely a ngry ,  and called his opponent  a 
mean-ſpir i ted ill-natured treacherous fel low: 
declared he ſhould ſcorn to betray a friend, 
and incur the odious character o f  miſchief- 
m a k i n g  te l l -tale. T h a t  i f  he did uſe him ſo  
baſely,  he woul d fight with him whereve r he 
met him, and never ſpeak or play w i t h  him  
again.  T o  theſe threats C h a r les replied,  tha t  
he was extremely ſorry t o perceive he was ſo  
much diſpleaſed,  but he did not think he had 
behaved amiſs; or given any juſt cauſe o f  offence :  
and continued he, I cannot  agree to lie for 
you, though I would do e v e r y thing to ſerve  
you .

M y  father,  George ,  ſaid he, though he is 
but  a poor ſhoemaker ,  a nd has, as you know, 
a large family, y e t he has been very kind t o us, 
and taken g rea t  p ains to teach us as much as he 
can;  and has g o t  me into the char i ty- ſchool ,



becauſe he ſays it is a fine thing to be able to 
read and w ri te ;  and my eldeſt brother, who is 
two year's o lde r  than I am, was taken a great 
while ago into farmer Wood’s family, who 
would have provided for him, and did find 
him in his clothes; and gave him ſeveral pre
ſents. But Jack,  like a ſ i m pleton, one day 
when he was ſent with a letter to the poſt
office, forgot to carry i t , and afterwards being 
afraid his maſter would be angry, ſaid he had 
delivered it, and threw it into the fire to p re 
vent being diſcovered.

While  it was burning he was called away, 
and Mr. Wood found a piece which had drop
ped on  the hearth, and which he produced to 
Jack, and ſcolded him heartily for telling ſuch 
a falſity. Some time after that, he was ſent 
to the next market town, to fetch a parcel 
which was left there from London : he ſtaid 
very late to ſee a puppet-ſhow, and when he 
came home, ſaid, he had loſt his way, (the 
night being very foggy) and that had detained 
him ſo long ;  add ing a ſtory of  his own in
vention o f  the places he had wandered to. 
In ſhort, his lies were diſcovered, and Mr. 
W ood ſent him home, declaring he would have 
nothing further to do with a naughty boy; 
a nd he has never ſince g ot into place, no one 
being willing to take him with ſuch a cha
racter.
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T his example, which I would not have men
tioned, but to perſuade you how wicked and 
fooliſh it is to be guilty o f  ſuch a crime, may 
be a warning to you, to avoid fall ing into ſuch 
a ſtate as poor J ack has done;  who ha s  in 
vain tried to regain his loſt good name. But 
do as you will, I am determined to ſpeak the 
t ru th i f I ſuffer for it at preſent,  ſince I never 
did otherwiſe but once, and then I  was ſo un 
happy, that I reſolved never to do the l ike  
a g a in. For after all, George, i f  we are not 
found out, yet God ſees and knows whether 
we ſpeak truth or n o t ;  and I do always th ink  
o f  a chapter of the Acts I had a good while 
ago for my leſſon at ſchool, where a man and 
his wife dropped down dead for telling a l i e ;  
and I remember my maſter told T o m  Hide,  
that though he might not die about i t ,  he 
would cer tainly be puniſhed, both in this world 
and the next. I a m ſure, ſaid George, I ſhall 
be puniſhed now with a vengeance i f  I ſpeak 
the t ru th ; but I am not ſuch a liar as Hide 
neither ; ſo i f  you promiſe not to betray me 
unleſs you a re aſked, and not to te ll any body 
you was with me, why i will do as I told you, 
and go you home now, a nd leave me to come 
p r e ſently, if  your conſcience is not too ſqueamiſh 
for that.

H e e d more endeavoured to diſſuade his friend 
once more from his purpoſe ; but finding his
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arguments  were ineffectual, left him with re
gre t .  M y new maſter employed himſelf  in 
thumping  his ſhoulder againſt  a mileſtone, with
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an intent to bruiſe it as he had projected, but  
having a great  objectio n to every kind of  pa in, 
his knocks were ſo g entle a s t o  m ake  but litt le  
impreſſion. H e  afterwards attempted t o ſcratch  
his face, firſt with his nails, which he wanted 
reſolution to uſe effectually, and af terward s 
wi th a piece of  bra mble which he tore o ut o f  a 
hedge,  and which ſucceeded better than he 
w iſhed, as a thorn  go t  into his eye, and occa
ſio ned the moſt violent a g o n y :  a juſt  reward 
for the wickedneſs o f  his intention, in ſo wil
fully reſolv i ng to deceive his maſter. His  e n 
deavours to extract  it p ro ving quite ineffectual,



he ſtood ſcreaming with the pain for ſome t im e , 
and at laſt hurr ied  home leaving T r o t  to g raze 
a long the ſide of the road,  which he did very 
quietly.

As ſoon as he reached Mr.  Bakeal l ' s, he 
went  into the kitchen,  where the whole family 
were ſitting down to dinner  on a ſhoulder o f  
mutton  and potatoes,  which came ſmoaking 
f ro m  the oven a s he entered. George  told a 
pitiful, but a fal ſe ta le o f  the accident  which 
had hurt his eye, and the ſituation in which he 
had  left the ca r t, declaring he could not ſee to 
find  old T r o t ; but im agined he was at no 
g reat diſtance from the cart. His maſter,  
miſ t re ſs, their  daughter ,  a nd the man who 
aſſiſted in the baking,  all by turns endeavoured 
to extract the t h orn : but he kept  his eye cloſe  
ſhut ,  by which means it worked its way ſtill 
farther,  and made the misfortune more dan 
gerous. T he anguiſh growing almoſt inſup
por tab le, his maſter took him to a Mr .  Keen,  
a ſurgeon in the villag e, who dec lared the caſe  
to be a very bad one, and though he got  it out 
at  laſt ,  i t  was with the greateſt  decree  of  
 d ifficulty.

H e then inquired by what means it had hap
pened, a nd M r . Bakeall gave the account wh i c h 
he had received from George ,  add ing ,  that  
his m an was gone to ſee what was become o f  
the horſe a n d cart. A t  the concluſion o f  the
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h iſtory, M r . Keen hoped there was no lie in 
the caſe, as he ſaw Mealwell at play with ano
ther boy at peg - top ;  and the horſe and cart 
ſtanding without a driver in the road, as he 
came from viſiting a pa t ient. H e ſaid likewiſe, 
that he knew the other boy by ſight, and be
lieved it  to be Charles Heedmore the ſhoe
m aker's ſon.

George, who was now in a terrible fright, 
was yet unwilling to confeſs that he had told 
an un tru th ; ſo to prove the v eracity of his 
former aſſertion, was obliged to ſupport it by 
repeated lies. Thus does the commiſſion o f  
error lead to numberleſs crim es; and his ſirſt 
fault in leaving his buſineſs to attend unſeaſon
ably to his p lay, was the occaſion o f  ſuch a 
train o f  wickedneſs and guilt.

Mr. Bakeall, who before the preſent event, 
had  never any reaſon to ſuſpect the veracity o f  
his apprentice, was ſtrongly inclined to give 
credit to the hiſtory he had related ; yet, at the 
ſame time, thought it neceſſary to diſcover the 
truth, that the ſucceſs of a lie, i f  it be proved 
to be one, might not encourage him to any 
future deceit. H e  accordingly ſirſt ſearched 
h is pocket,  and finding me there, was rather 
ſtaggered in his good opinion of Mealwell, as 
he knew he had not a top in his poſſeſſion in 
the morning, having heard him at breakfaſt  
wiſh be could afford to purchaſe one. T a k in g
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me, therefore, in his hand, he left George in 
the charge o f  Mr. Keen, and proceeded to 
Heedmore 's  father's, in hopes of learning fur
ther about the affair.

H aving  told his buſineſs, the old man de
ſired him to walk into a little room behind his 
ſhop, and he would as ſoon as his ſon came 
home, whom he every moment expected, make 
t h e  inquiries he wiſhed, and that the door being 
left open between he might be an ear witneſs 
to his replies. This  propoſal being aſſented 
to, Mr. Bakeall ſeated himſelf in readineſs, and 
Charles very ſoon entered the ſhop. His father 
immediately inquired what had occaſioned h is

56 M E M O I R S  OF A P E G - T O P .

not being at home to dinner? T o  which 
queſtion he at firſt returned no anſwer ; but



upon its being repeated, he honeſtly ſaid, he 
did not like to tell, becauſe another perſon was 
concerned with him on the occaſion of his ſtay ; 
however, ſaid he, I will acknowledge thus far, 
t hat I fooliſhly loitered away my time, for the 
ſake of  a game with the beſt P eg -T op  I ever 
ſaw. And was you at ſchool as ſoon as you 
ought to have been? ſaid his father. W hy,  I 
can 't  ſay I was, replied he ; and my maſter was 
extremely angry, and would now the cau ſe ; 
and he blamed me very much for my idleneſs ; 
but in conſideration of  having told the truth, 
he  did not puniſh m e;  which he ſaid, he 
ſhould otherwiſe have done. But I am afraid, 
father, when you know what has been the con
 sequence of my folly, you will be leſs merciful. 
W h y ,  pray, what has ? ſaid M r . Heedmore, in 
a  voice ſufficiently ſtern to have intimidated a 
boy o f  leſs honour than honeſt Charles. D o n ' t  
be angry,  and you ſhall know all ! T h e  pair 
of ſhoes which I was to have delivered to far
mer Trudgem an ,  I loſt while I was at play, I 
 l aid them down on the mileſtone, and t i ll I 
ca me home, never once thought of  them again : 
and t hough I then ran back to the p lace as faſt 
as I could , they were gone. You loſt the ſhoes ? 
returned his father. W hy, child, you never 
had them ! I gave them to Jack to carry home,  
and you can't  have had them, for you have 
never been in the houſe ſince.
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H ere  was a ſubterfuge, by which C harles, 
had he been ſo inclined, might for the preſent 
have ſaved himſelf, and laid the blame on his 
b rother. But diſdaining ſuch an ungenerous 
and baſe artifice, he added, tha t he was very 
ſorry for his fau l t ,  but he had loſt the ſhoes; 
for Jack had met him when he ſirſt came from 
ſchool, a nd deſired him as he was going with  
the circular letters, to carry them with him.

His  father then inſiſted upon knowing with 
whom he had been at play, as probably they 
had been ſtolen by his companion. Charles 
aſſured him that could uot be the caſe ; and 
afterwards in vindication of  his friends cha
r acter, declared it was George M ea lw e l l ; but 
intreated his father on no account to reveal 
what he had told him to any one. W hat  is 
your reaſon, Charles, rejoined M r.  H eedm ore , 
for requiring ſilence? was there any g rea t  
crime in playing with you at peg-top ? T o  be 
ſure you was waſting the time in which you 
ſhould have been gett ing  ready for ſchoo l ; 
but why is Mealwell ſo much afraid o f  its  
being known ? Ah ! Father, replied Charles, 
ſhaking his head, I wiſh he may have no more 
to anſwer for than I h a v e ; but in confidence I 
will tell you, that when we parted, he was de
termined to tell his maſter ſuch a ſhocking lie 
about the cart, which the one-eyed horſe ran 
away with  and b roke, and to hurt his own



eyes,  and bruiſe his ſhoulder, to the truth 
o f  his ſtory, that  it has quite altered my o p i 
nion o f  him ; though indeed I believe him to 
be ſtrictly honeſt, and that  he would not cheat 
any body for the world.
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Thoſe  who are ſo wicked as to lie, returned 
M r  Heedmore ,  wi l l be guil ty (at leaſt are to 
be ſuſpected) o f  any crime, ſince to forfeit your 
word, is to break  every tie o f  honour ; ' tis l ike 
the hemp with which we ſew the ſhoes, Char les ; 
i f  tha t  fails, they will come in pieces, you 
know, and be rotten,  and good for nothing.  
So i f  people ſay one th ing, and mean another , 
there  is no knowing  when you may truſt their  
tale.



But pray, how came the beaſt to ſet off? he 
looks ſtaid and ſteady enough ! I ſhould never 
ſuſpect him of a prancing freak ! W hy ,  father, 
replied Charles, we were buſy on the ground 
upon the left hand ſide o f  the road, and George 
had juſt taken up a T o p  in a wooden ſpoon, 
which he had in h is pocket,  and as ill-luck 
would have it, a drove o f  noiſy cackling geeſe 
came waddling along, with two men with 
thoſe abominable long ſticks and a rag at the 
e n d ; ſo that altogether frightened T ro t ,  and 
he took to his heels before we were aware, and 
though we directly made after him, yet he 
galloped with the cart ,  till he came cloſe to 
farmer Ploughwell ' s great dunghill,  and on a 
hillock of  d ir t ,  tumbled himſelf down, and 
over ſe t  bread, and every thing elſe. T h e  
quartern loaves , and threepenny, and pecks, 
and tw o  bags of  flour, all rolled into the middle 
o f  the road ; but as it is a dry day, that was 
no great harm ; the worſt matter of  all was, the 
cart was  broken, and the harneſs much damaged ,  
and ſo for fear his maſter ſhould be angry,  as  
he cer ta inly would be, M ealwell  was reſolved 
to lie, and get of t h a t  way if  he can.

 And did you endeavour (inquired his father) 
to perſuade him no t to do ſo ? for to know that 
w as his mind, and leave him to follow it, was 
not much like an honeſt fellow . Yes, that I 
did, anſwered C harles ! but  he would have his
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own way, and deſired me to march home, and 
ſo I did at laſt, when I found all I  could ſay 
was to no purpoſe.

W e l l , you are a good boy, ſaid Mr. Heed-  
more, but I hardly think it r ight to know he 
is telling ſuch a falſehood, without letting it be 
know n;  and I th ink his maſter ought to be 
acquainted with his tricks. H e  then concluded 
with lamenting the loſs his ſon's careleſſneſs had 
occaſioned; but ſaid, he would convince him 
tha t  he was not leſs merciful than his ſchool-  
maſter, by pardoning his fault for the ſake o f  
encouragement to his verac i ty : aſſuring him, 
that  truth would be at all times its own reward. 
After receiving his father's acquittal,  Charles 
wa lked away with the cheerful appearance o f  
conſcious innocence, and Mr. Bakeall came 
forward to take his leave. H e  ſoon returned 
to the terrified Mealwell, who in the mean 
time had ſuffered all the uneaſineſs of  a guilty 
conſcience, being afraid of detection, puniſh
ment, and contempt. His maſter informed 
Mr. Keen of  the ſucceſs of  his viſit, and con
cluded with high commendations o f  Charles 
Heedmore:  and after which, turning to George,  
he ſaid very calmly , you had good reaſon to think 
I  ſhould have been angry at an accident, which 
has happened entirely from your idleneſs and 
folly. But you ſhall find, my lad, that your 
trimming ſhall be pretty handſomely increaſed,



f or the lie s you have told about  i t! So ſaying,  
he took him by the ſhoulder, and turned him 
towards the door.

M r . Keen hoped his eye would ſoon be well,  
and ſaid, he was ſorry h e had behaved in ſo 
wicked a manner  as to deſerve chaſt i ſe m e n t .  
but  hoped, it would be a warn ing  to him in 
future,  that  in doing a wrong action no one  
can be ſure o f  ſecrecy ; and t hat to be faithful 
to t ru t h upon all occaſions, is the only way to 
b e ſecure from evil. He  then took his leave, 
and his viſitors departed.

G e orge t rudged ſilently on, with  a heavy 
heart ,  behind his maſter , who had mi ſunder 
ſtood Mr.  Keen's  exp re ſſion abovement i o ned, 
o f  a  w a rn in g , and called out to him to quicken



his pace, adding, yes, yes, as the ſurgeon ſays, 
I 'll give you a warming with a vengeance! 
you ſhall not be cold in a hurry. I'll warrant 
you!  Come along you lying dog !  I ' ll  t r y  
whether  you can feel my horſe-whip as ſoon 
as you get h o m e ; a nd as for your eye, i f  
you had quite loſt it, it would have been b ut 
what you deſerved This  threat,  it may be 
well imagined, did not make George more 
willing to p roceed. So taking hold of his arm, 
M r  Bakeall, who was near the houſe, dragged  
him on, and firſt examined the bruiſe on his 
ſhoulder, which was ſcarce viſible, but which he 
promiſed his ſtrokes ſhould much increaſe;  
and then leading him to a tree in a little yard, 
where the man was entering with old T r o t  
and the ſhattered cart,  he ſnatched his whip in 
a hurry, and tying him up with ſome rope,  
which had faſtened the broken harneſs, thraſhed 
him ſo violently, that the blood followed his 
ſtrokes before he concluded ; whic h  was ſuffi
ciently viſible, as he had taken off his clothes 
b efore he began. Thus ended an affair o f   
which I had been the innocent occaſion, and 
which George imagined he in ſome meafure 
revenged in a ſhort time a f ter,  w h en  finding 
me on the ſeat of  an old eaſy chair, where Mr.  
Bakeall had thrown me, he took me up, and 
abuſed me with as much warmth as if I had 
been able to defend myſelf;  concluding with
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a declaration, that I  ſhould never again get 
him a thraſhing; and that but for me, he had 
been in a whole ſkin. So ſaying, he whirled 
me with great violence into the high road, where 
I  narrowly eſcaped falling on a ſharp ſtone, 
which muſt inevitably have ſplit and rendered 
me uſeleſs : but fortunately I rolled on the 
edge o f  an opoſite path-way, where I was ſoon 
a fter picked up, for the ſirſt time in my life, 
b y  a young lady, who was walking home with 
h e r  maid from a boarding ſchool, at ſome little 
diſtance.
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W hile  I lay in this ſituation a reflection na
turally aroſe, on the anger which children often 
expreſs againſt inanimate things : which, by 
making  a wrong uſe of, have proved, as in the 
preſent caſe the means o f  ſubjecting them to



diſgrace. H ad  G eorge  when he found me a t 
M r.  Verber 's ,  been content to put me into his 
pocket till his buſineſs was finiſhed, he might   
have played without fear or blame. But by  
doing what his conſcience told him was im p ro 
per, he careleſsly left the cart to the care o f  old 
T r o t ,  who finding himſelf free from the re
ſtraint o f  a driver,  occaſioned the miſchief,  
which Mealwell’s care ought to have prevented. 
But was the poor Peg T o p  to blame in all 
this ? Did  the P e g -T o p  make him tell a lie, 
 and f orfeit his honour a nd reputat ion? W as 
that at all accountable for his perſeverance in 
an untruth ? o r , for the thorn which he put 
into his eye? In ſhort, I th ink it will be evi
d e n t to every reader,  that the fau lt  was a ll his 
own ; a nd that the poor Peg T o p  could not 
be juſtly charged  with any ſhare of his guil t .

But to return to my new miſtreſs, who was 
a girl about ten years old, and who appeared 
grea t ly  pleaſed with what ſhe had found. 
T a king me up, and ſhowing me to the ſervant 
who attended her, ſaid with much glee, "  See, 
Betty, what I have go t!  I ſhall now have a 
T o p  as well as my brothers, who will not lend  
me theirs, becauſe they ſay, it is not a g ir l ' s 
p lay-th ing .”  She then hopped along, firſt on 
one leg, and then on the other, till we came 
to a handſome houſe, where two genteel lo o k 
ing boys were ſitt ing on a cha in, which was
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f aſtened to a number of  ſmall white poſts, whi 
incloſed a round plot of  graſs before i t .

Your ſervant, Miſs ! ſaid the e lde ſ t : w hat 
are you returned from ſchool ? and how do all 
the young ladies do? And what,  interrupted 
the other, have you got  into your hand, Sophy ? 
Whoſe  T o p  is t h a t ! I  dare ſay it is the one I  
bought  laſt Tueſday at the fair, and you muſt 
not  have it,  I aſſure you.

I t  is my own, Sir! replied my miſtreſs with 
an air of triumph, and I do not want your’s 
again, I promiſe you ! So ſaying, ſhe was 
w alking in doors: but they both in an in ſtant  
purſued her,  and forced away the top, to ex
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amine whether it was the one they ſuſpected. 
Juſt at  this inſtant,,  a g e ntlemen, whom I
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afterwards found was their father,  came up 
and taking hold of the youngeſt, "  P ray ,  
young man,”  ſaid he, "  what are you about ? 
is this behaving properly to your ſiſter ? I am 
q uite aſhamed of  you!  W ha t  is the matter 
Sophy ?”  T he  young lady was going to ſpeak,  
but Frederick,  the youngeſt,  without wait ing 
for her anſwer, called out to Mr. J a c k ſon,  
She has got one of  our tops, Sir, and we are 
going to take it from her, that 's  all. I t  is not 
theirs, I aſſure you, Sir, replied my miſtreſs;  
I found it juſt now in my way from ſchool, and 
indeed it does not belong to them. T h e  
gentleman accordingly took me from his ſon, 
and preſent ing me again to Mi ſs J ac k ſon, ſhe 
ran into the houſe, and aſked a ſervant whom 
ſhe met in the hall, for a piece of  cord ; which 
ſhe ſoon twiſted round me, and began to make 
trial of my abilities. I ſ oon found ſhe was 
ignorant  of  the a r t, as ſhe flung me down ſo  
awkwardly,  that I only rolled about, without 
being at all able to ſpin.

H er  brothers,  who were not long before 
they paid her a viſit, were much diverted at  
her unſucceſsful a t temp t, and begged they 
might be permitted to try whether the fault 
was in me or their ſiſter; to which ſhe con
ſented, upon their promiſe of returning me 
immediately.
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Edward, who was the eldeſt, kept  me for 
near a minute; and I ſpun ſo well, as to ſleep 
more ſoundly than I had ever done before. In 
ſhort, he declared he would give her any thing 
to poſſeſs me, and delivered me to Frederick

with the higheſt commendations; adding, it  
was a ſhame that any girl in the world ſhould 
be ſuffered to keep ſuch a top.

His brother afforded me as much ſatisfaction : 
for a P e g - T o p o f  any emulation is as happy 
as its owner, when it is ſpun by a ſkilful hand, 
and when it is ſo fortunate as to excel, "  will 
ſnare with its Lord the pleaſure and the pride,”  
o f  thoſe praiſes which are beſtowed on i ts 
merit. I was ſoon returned to Sophia, who 
ſeemed to be much m ort ified that ſhe could not
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make me ſpin ; and rejoiced exceedingly , when 
I once ſtaggered round two or three times, 
though I immediately after fell down, to the 
entertainment of  her brothers, who offered her 
any thing in their poſſeſſion in exchange for 
me.

T h e  following verſes, however, at laſt 
effected, what no other argument had the 
 p ower to accompliſh, and ſhe gave me to maſter 
Edward for a landſcape, which his father had 
the ſame morning preſented him with.

T o  Miſs JA C K SO N .

W H Y  Soph y ! yo u had bet ter  the trial give o ’er ,
As  you ſt ill d i ſappo in tm e n t  are like to deplore;
Som e o t her am u ſe m e n t  a t t e m p t  to pur ſue ,
F o r  a top,  my d ear girl, is ill c h oſen for you.
G o  take u p  your  doll, to your  baby-houſe  go,
A n d  there your  a t tent ion m uch  be t te r  be ſ to w  !
Leave t h e P e g - T o p  behind,  a nd behave like a m i ſs,
A n d  I ' l l  give you this picture,  the ſe nu ts ,  and a kiſs.
Like  the dog in the manger,  our  ſport yo u de ſ t roy,
N o r receive for you rſel f e i ther  pleaſu re or joy,
F ro m  a n a tive ſo croſs,  if you offer to ſtay,
I declare I will toſs a ll your  gewgaws away,
Should I ſi t  on  a ſ to o l  wi th  a needle and thread,
And dreſs up  Miſs  Dolly, or put  her to bed ?
O r  do you n ot th ink  it would  be pleaſant to ſee,
M a ſ t e r  Neddy t u r n ’d fribble,  and pour ing o ut tea ?
A n d  a boy j u ſt as well,  ſure,  might t r u ndle a m op ,
As  for you to  a t t e m p t  to be ſp inning  a top ;



I  ne'er yet ſaw a lady at cricket engage,
Although you j uſt now flounc’d away in a rage;
When you took up my bat with ſo awkward an air,
And I told you ſuch toys were not made for the fair :
T hen let me perſuade you the top to reſign,
Since ' twill ſpin in my fingers much better than thine.

Juſt as the exchange was agreed upon, M r .  
Jackſon entered ; the above ve r ſe s  lay ing upon 
the table, he took th e m  up and read t h e m ; 
after which,  addre ſſi n g  h imſel f  to his eldeſt ſon , 
I ſee Edward ,  ſaid he, by the hand-writ ing 
t hat this is your compoſition,  and perhaps the 
poetry ,  when your age is conſidered, may not 
b e thought  much amiſs. But I am very ſorry 
to ſay,  the ſent iments which they contain a r e 
deficient in a very eſſential point ,  and are ſo 
much want ing in good-na tu re, that  whatever 
credit  may be derived to your head,  they will 
certainly do no honour to your hear t.

A talent for r idicule is a very dangerous ac
compliſ hment,  as it is ſeldom exc ited under the 
influence o f  good humour : at leaſt the feelings 
of  t hoſe againſt  whom it is levelled are ſeldom 
c onſidered ; and he de ſerves but little o f  our 
e ſteem, who,  to prove his w i t ,  would ſay, or 
write any thing which migh t  give uneaſineſs 
to a friend.

In the preſ e nt inſtance, though your  ſatire 
may he juſtly pointed againſt  ſuch g i rls as for
g e t  the delicacy o f  their ſex, a nd behav e im-
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p r o p erly;  yet, to a ddreſs t hem to a ſiſter, who  
is not gui l ty o f  this fault, and who was by no 
means to blame in keeping what was her own 
property,  is, as I before ſaid, no p roof  o f  your 
affecti on or kindneſs.

T o  exult  with a pretended ſuperiori ty over 
the girls, as you are ape w i th an air of inſult  
to expreſs yourſelf,  and to ſnee r at t h e i r  
amuſements, while you deny them a ſhare in yours, 
is a proof of  the weakneſs of your under ſ tanding ; 

 b ut will n ever exalt you in the opinion o f  men 
o f ſ e nſe.
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A coxcomb, Edward ,  is a deſpicable cha
racter ;  and thoſe who are moſt proud o f  their 
fancied advantages, will be commonly found 
to have the leaſt real merit. Never, therefore,



pre tend to boaſt of your learning, or deſpiſe 
women in general or your ſiſter in particular, 
under the idea that you are ſo much wiſer 
becauſe you underſtand a little Latin and G reek ,  
ſince ſuch an affectation of ſuperiority is equally 
deſpicable in men or boys.

To diſregard the learned languages is a 
proof of all illiterate and uninformed mind, 
which, from not know ing, is unacquainted 
with their neceſſity and uſe; but to imagine 
that wiſdom is centered in the ancients, and 
that a knowledge o f  Homer, Virgil , Terence, 
or any other author you may read, will con
ſtitute you a reſpectable character, is a miſtake 
which can only ariſe f rom ignorance.

T h e  t rue uſe o f  learning is to improve the 
u nderſtanding, and enlarge our ideas : that is, 
to ſhow the reader in the example of  former 
times, what virtues made a man uſeful to 
ſociety, and acquired him reputation ;  and 
w hat  vices rendered him hateful to others, and 
unhappy in himſelf. I f  therefore you neglect 
to make this uſe of your ſtudies, you have but 
little reaſon to be proud o f  the advantage of  a 
a good education, ſince learning is to little 
purpoſe, if it will not teach you to govern your 
temper, and to behave with honour and juſtice 
upon all occaſions. 

As to the verſes which occaſioned me to ſpeak 
to you upon this ſubject, they would have been
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more juſtiſiable, had the top been taken from 
you by Sophia. In which ca ſe the alluſion t o  
the dog in the fable would have been more 
perfect, and your threat of throwing away her 
gewgaws, as you call them, have been made 
with greater juſtice. But as the toy, be it ever 
ſo improper for a girl,  was yet her own p ro 
perty, and ſhe did not refuſe to lend, though ſhe 
wiſhed not to part with it entirely, ſhe certainly 
was free from your accuſation o f  being croſs, 
and deſerved not to meet with t h a t  diſdain with 
which ſhe is treated in the concluſion.

I  do not wiſh to diſcourage any a t tem pt 
w hich your genius may incline you to make 
o f  writing, either in verſe or proſe, but I would 
adviſe you to let your ſubject be better choſen, 
and never to ſupport your cauſe by ridicule, 
when you cannot maintain it with reaſon and 
truth. I believe, continued he, I  have got a 
copy o f  verſes that your friend Charles G o o d 
win ſent to his ſ iſter, in anſwer to a letter, in  
which ſhe expreſſed herſelf afraid that  her 
correſpondence might be troubleſome, and that 
he would diſdain to take notice o f  a ſiſter, who 
could not boaſt o f  equal knowledge with him
ſelf. T h e  poetical merit of the lines is ſmall, 
but the tenderneſs they manifeſt, and the grate
ful remembrance o f  her paſt attention, which 
they imply, make them worthy o f  your im i
ta t ion .
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To Miſs G .T H E  le t te rs ,  m y  H arr io t ,  you  d e ſ ign  
for to ſend, With joy I peruſe, and w ith pleaſure 
attend; D e l ig h ted  th e  d a y  to  re ce iv e  th em  
expect, A n d  t i l l  th e y  a r r iv e  e a c h  a m u ſe m e n t  
neglect. T h e n  ſa y ,  f ro m  w h a t  c a u ſe  a re  y o u  e v e r  
inclin’d, T o  t h in k  t h a t  y o u r  i m a g e  i s  b a n i ſ h ’ d  
my mind ? W hy  im ag ine ,  tha t  a s  I  in  lea rn ing  
improve, M y heart  m uſt  g row  co ld  to  the  ſ i ſ te r  
I love ? T hoſe  exam ples  w hich  h iſ to ry  po in ts  to  m y 
view, I  th ink ,  m y  dear  g ir l ,  w il l  be  m ode ls  ſo r  
you. My Harriet, (with joy to myſelf I exclaim)
My. Harriot will ſhine in the annals of fame;
L ike  P ene lope ,  fa i th fu l ,  indu ſ t r ious ,  and  
kind, B e  p o l i t e  i n  h e r  m a n n e r s ,  w i t h  ſ e n ſ e  m o ſ t  
refin'd; O r  l ik e  H e c to r ’ s  f a i r  c o n ſo r t  h e r  v i r tu e s  
ſhall  riſe, For who but muſt gentle Andromache 

prize! Thus, when of paſt times I the records peruſe,
W hatev e r  be  the  ſub jec t  o r  au tho r  I  choo ſe ;
I f  m o r e  m a ſc u l in e  v i r tu e s  w i th  p le a ſu r e  I  t r a c e ,
A nd  th ink  nough t  ſha l l  the  ſacred  im pre ſ ſ ion  e ffaces ;



Each action heroic my breaſt  doth  in ſp ire ,
A n d  e m u lo u s  kindles t he ardent de ſ ire ,
T o  reach th a t perfection, th a t re co m p enſe find,
W h ic h  is ever the mead of a generous m in d .
O ft  I th in k  on the days which in infancy fled,
W h en  thy lap, my lov'd ſ i ſ te r ,  has pillow 'd my head ;
W hen ſoft in  thy arm s I have ſ u n k  to repoſe,
A n d  ſooth’d by thy cares, have forgo t ton  my woes.
F o r  do ſt  thou  no t ,  H a r r io t ,  rem em ber  the d ay,
W h e n  my favourite ,  T o w ſe r , w as ſt o l e n  aw ay ;
H o w  I  ran o 'e r  the law n  and the grove to p u r ſ u e ,
A  dog w hich  had ſu d d e nly ſta r ted  in view ?
H ow  h is footſt e p s  my hopes ſt i l l  d e te rm in ’d to t ra ce,
T h o ’ my feet w ere  fa t igu ’d, and grew t i r ' d  of the chaſe?
A t  length w h e n  he tu r n ’d, then  my joy  was co m p lete,
I  expected  poor T o w ſe r  once more at my f e e t ;
B u t ,  alas ! ’tw as  a t u r n ſpit, my T o w ſ er, to thee
F o r  thy ſhaggy  likeneſs, I nev er ſhall ſee.
T h e n  re tu rn ing  in ſorrow  I  told my ſad t ale,
A n d  t hou did ſ t  w ith  me for m y T o w ſ e r b ew a i l  ;
T h e  k in d e ſt  c o m p a ſſion t h y words did be ſpeak ,
T h y  ſoft hand w ith  pity thou  ſ troak’d  o ’er m y  cheek.
A thouſand  ſu ch ſcenes n o w  occur to my m ind ,
W hich  prove to thy Charles th o u  h a ſt  ever been k in d ;
T h e n  th in k  n o t  he ceaſes thy love to re ſpec t ,
O r  w ill t rea t  thy a t ten t ion  w i th  c h u rl i ſh  neglect !
H e  rem em bers  the m i n u tes, and reckons them  o ’er,
W h ich  again to his ſi ſ te r  her C h a r les ſh a l l re ſ tore.
T h e n  Eton ! thy ſhades  he will q u i t w i th  d elight,
F o r  a t im e to enjoy  the  affectionate ſig ht.
O f  thoſe fr iends, w ho, th o ’ diſt an t ,  ſ t ill dwell  in his heart,
W h o  are near his regard th o ’ in perſon apart .

This  performance, continued Mr. Jack ſon  
w hen he had read to them the above mentioned 
verſes, I do not recommend as a model in any
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reſpect, except in the good-natured intention 
with  which it is manifeſtly written: but come, 
added he, I ſee the coach is ready, and your 
mother  is waiting to accompany us to London. 
So ſaying, he went out of  the room, and Edward 
took me up, and putting me into his pocket,  ac
companied his fa ther  and brother to the carriage.
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N o th in g  worth recording occurred t i l l  we 
reached the metropolis, when a cart laden with 
wine ſtood oppoſite to a tavern, and hindered 
our progreſs for ſome time ; as on account o f  a 
fire which had lately happened, the ruins were 
incloſed, and the ſtreet was too narrow to make 
room for two carriages abreaſt. T h e  young 
gentlemen ſhowed their impatience at this 
delay, by kneeling upon the ſeat to look th ro ’



the front g la ſ s ; then p u tting their heads out 
o f  the ſide w indow ; and Edward taking me 
out to beguile the time,  expreſſed his uneaſineſs 
that  the coachman would not proceed. At 
length an affair, which happened on the path
way cloſe to the place where they were detained, 
engroſſed their attention, and furniſhed them  
with a ſu bject of converſation for the remainder 
o f  the day.

An old woman in a red cloak and tattered 
gown, was ſelling oranges, apples, and cheſnuts, 
on a wheel-barrow; ſome of which were roaſt
ing in a little fi re -p o t  contrived for the pu rpo ſe : 
when two genteel looking boys came up and 
demanded the price o f  ſome golden pippins. 
T h e  woman, as ſhe was going to anſwer them, 
diſcovered that her child, who had been ſi t t ing  
by her on a little wooden ſtool, had wandered 
to ſome diſtance, and was juſt going to croſs 
the ſtreet by itſelf;  to prevent which, ſhe ran 
immediately to overtake it, and in the mean 
time, one o f  the miſchievous boys, with a kick  
overſet her wheel-barrow, and tumbled its 
contents into the mud.

T h e  laugh of  exultation which theſe young 
miſcreants ſet up on the occaſion, and the l ight 
o f  the rolling oranges and m aſhed half-roaſted 
apples ſwimming down the kennel,  exceed
ingly diverted my maſter and his b ro the r ;  til l 
the unfortunate owner at her return, began her
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pity-moving complaints. A crowd having 
gathered round her, many o f  them laughed at 
the accident, and ſome ran away with the ſpoils, 
and began peeling the oranges they had picked 
up. Others blamed the unlucky monkey, ( a s 
they called the boy) which had occaſioned the 
miſchief.

Matters ,  however, being once more quiet, 
M r .  Jackſon called the poor woman, a nd in-  
quired her ſituation. W hy,  Sir! ſaid ſhe, I  
will tell you the t r u t h ! You ſee me reduced to 
the  laſt farthing I have in the world: for this 
morning I laid out four ſhillings, which was all 
the money I was worth, in theſe oranges, ap
ples, and cheſnuts, and I declare I have taken 
but  threepence to day ;  and I have three chil 
dren, the eldeſt but ſix years old, beſides this 
li ttle one, whom I was g oing to run after when 
th a t  wicked boy kicked down my barrow. I t  
is a hard caſe, Sir! ſaid ſhe, the tears running 
down her cheeks, which ſhe wiped off with an
o ld rag of a coloured ap r o n ; and I owe for my 
ren t, Sir ! and ſhall be turned, with all my 
babes, into the ſtreet, as I have now loſt the 
two ſhill ings,  which I prom iſed to carry home 
to  my landlord: and he told me before I came 
out, that ſhould be the caſe, as he could not 
truſt me any longer. But it is a ſhocking thing 
to ſee my children cry for a mouthful of  victuals, 
and  not h ave it to g ive them, and ſo I bought
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laſt night a quartern loaf, inſtead of paying him, 
which I did intend, but now I have nothing to 
give h im; and we muſt go to the pariſh, after 
all my labour to get an honeſt livelihood, having 
endeavoured all my life not to be a burden to 
any body.

Mr, J a ckſon, however, made up her loſs, and 
the coach once m ore proceeded on its journey. 
Frederick declared, he thought the boy was to 
blame to injure the woman; but added, that 
he could not help laughing to ſee the diſtance to
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which ſome of the pippins had rolled, and the 
ſcramble which they occaſioned am ong the m ob ;  
that a chimney ſweeper had ſlipt down over an 
orange, which he had kicked away to prevent a 
g ir l from ſeizing; and, with his bag of ſoot, had 
fallen aga inſt a lady in a white jacket, and made



her as black as himſelf; and that the gentleman 
who was with her had rapped the boy' s head with 
h is cane, and ſet him a howling like a cur.

In ſhort, continued he, it was rare fun ! and 
I  think had not the woman been ſo very poor, 
i t  was worth the money to ſ ee the confuſion 
which it occaſioned.

I am ſorry, replied his father with a ſerious 
a ir, that the pleaſure with which you ſurveyed 
that confuſion, has made you forget the ſufferings 
which it might have cauſed to the perſon, whoſe 
living depends upon the ſucceſs of  her little 
trade. Every one has a right to juſtice, be 
their ſituation in life ever ſo lo w : and it is an 
additional degree of guilt to injure thoſe, who 
ſt and moſt in need of protection. It cannot, 
therefore, in my mind, be conſidered as any 
proof of  cleverneſs or w i t ,  to ſee a boy throw 
down a barrow of fruit, overſet a ſtall o f  ginger-  
bread, trip up an old woman's heels, or perform 
any of  thoſe feats of dexterity, which a re apt 
to afford mirth to the giddy and inconſiderate; 
ſince to do a fellow-creature a material injury, 
for the ſake of ſporting with their misfortunes,
is to be wicked and inhuman ; but it is by no 
means entitled to commendation and applauſe.

I f  you had been one o f  the children who was 
to be turned out of doors, or to loſe your day 's  
victuals in conſequence o f  this witty exploit, I 
am apt to think you would form a different
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judgment of its merit, and be ready to execrate 
that wantonneſs of invention, which can ſo un
thinkingly ſport with the uneaſineſs of  others. 
N ever , therefore, let the fun or entertainment 
o f  ſuch jokes make you inſenſible to the ſerious 
miſchiefs they may produce; and remember, 
that what like the fable of the boys and frogs 
may be play to you, is miſery perhaps to thoſe 
whoſe property you ſo abuſe. I recollected, 
added he, an inſtance o f  this kind, when I was 
at ſchool, which produced ſuch a diſmal event 
as I ſhall never forget.

An old woman who lived in a cottage in the 
neighbourhood, and whoſe character was as 
q uiet, and inoffenſive as you can im agine; was 
nevertheleſs, ſingled out by the boys, as a pro
per ſubject for their fun. She was very ſhort, 
a li ttle crooked, bent down with age and infir
m ities, and was guilty of the ſhocking crime, of  
wearing a high crowned h a t ; which had, per
haps, been in vogue in the days of her youth. 
This was ſo high an offence, that they gave her 
the appellation of the Old Witch, and by this 
name ſhe was ſtigmatized with an epithet of di
riſion, they thought there was no harm in ma
king her life unhappy, by every art which their 
invention could deviſe. They broke the only 
window of her cot, and as ſoon as it was repaired 
repeated the offence.

A  couple of th e  aſſes which ſhe kept to ſupply
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the neighbours with milk, and which were her chief ſupport, 
they drove every day to a diſtance, into ſuch places as 
they thought ſhe would leaſt think of ſearching for them 
; and this, as ſhe was lame was a conſtant uneaſineſs to 
her. Several times they nailed up the door of her hut, and 
when ſhe was abſent, would pile up all the rubbiſh they 
could procure, to obſtruct her en trance; and when ſhe 
made any complaints of theſe inſults to heir maſter, they 
conſidered it as an unpardonable provocation, and vowed 
 their vengeance for her ill-nature. At length they determined 
on a ſcheme, which they thought would effectually frighten 
the Old Witch, and make her fears afford them a ſubject 

of mirth. This was after ſhe went to bed, (which was
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uſually at an early h our) to make a bonfire 
before her window; the flames of  which would 
confirm her in the apprehenſion, that her dwell
ing was on fire, as they intended to make an  
outcry to that purpoſe. Accordingly the poor 
creature, who had fat igued herſelf in the day 
with waſhing, was ſoon aſleep ; and they came 
with much ſatisfaction to execute their project. 
The fuel they had brought was ſoon in a blaze ; 
and ſeveral of  them knocked with violence at 
the door, and cried cut that ſhe would be burnt 
to death if ſhe did not make her eſcape.

She immediately jumped out of bed, and in her 
haſte and ſurpriſe ſtumbled over a small waſhing 
tub, in which ſhe had left ſome unfiniſhed clothes ; 
by which accident ſhe broke her leg, and was so ill 

in conſequence of it ,  that though ſhe linge
red above a twelvemonth after it, it was thought 
to be, in ſome degree, the cauſe o f  her death.

The  deſign of theſe boys, by no means ex
tended ſo far as to do her a real injury: but 
there is nocertainty that a miſchievous intention 
will ſtop exactly where it was projected; and 
therefore a good-natured diſpoſition, will rather  
loſe the enjoyment of a joke, than run the hazard 
of hurting a fellow-creature.

As Mr. Jackſon concluded this ſentence, they 
arrived at the end of their journey. They were 

im mediately introduced into a handſome draw
ing room, where a large p arty was aſſemb led ;



among which was a boy about the age o f  maſter  
Edward, with whom he and his brother ſoon  
quitted the apartment, and retired to the dining 
parlour, where I was produced, with grea t  
praiſes of my merit. But a difficulty now aroſe ,  
as I  could not ſpin upon the carpet. T h u s ,  
therefore, they agree to turn back, and without 
conſidering the holes my peg wo uld make on 
the floor, they began to ſpin me by turns, an d  
continued to entertain themſelves, till a foot  
man came to lay the cloth for dinner. H e 
blamed the young gentlemen for the liberty they 
had taken, and ſaid, his miſtreſs would be m u c h 
diſpleaſed, and inſiſted upon their finding a  
more proper place for their amuſement. A fte r 
debating the matter ſome time, they agree to 
adjourn to the library; where, as ſoon as they 
arrived, I  was laid on a writing-deſk, as their 
attention was engaged by the pictures of a folio 
which was open on the table. T h e  pleaſure 
they found in this examination made them forget 
me ; and when they were ſummoned to attend 
the company, they, in their haſte, left me behind; 
and the leiſure I then enjoyed, ſuggeſted the 
idea of communicating an account of myſelf to 
the world. Whether the recital will afford any 
ſatisfaction to the youthful readers, I  muſt leave 
with them to determine.
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