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A Vovace to BroepiNGNAG.

CHAP I

A great florm deferibed, the long-boat fent to fetch wa-
tery the author goes with it to difcover the country,
He is left on fiore, is feized by one of the natives,
and carrizd to a farmer’s houfe, His reception, with
Jeveral accidents that bappened there, A defcription
of the inhabitants,

HAVING been condemned by nature and

fortune to an active and reftlefs life, in two

months after my return, I again left my

native country, and took fhipping in the Downs on
the 20th day of June 1702, in the Adventure, Capt.
John Nicholas, a Cornith man, commander, bound
for Surat. We had a very profperous gale till we
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope, where we land-
Wor. V. A ed



) GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Pare I1.

ed for frefh water, but difcovering a leak, we un-
{hipped our goods, and wintered there; for, the
captain falling fick of an ague, we could not leave
the Cape till the end of March, We then fert fail,
and had a good voyage till we paffed the Streights
of Madagalcar; but having got northward of that
ifland, and to about five degrees fouth latitude, the
winds, which in thofe feas are oblerved to blow a
conftant equal gale between the north and welt,
from the beginning of December to the beginning
of May, on the 1gth of April began to blow with
much greater violence, and more wefterly than u-
fual, continuing fo for twenty days together, dur-
ing which time, we were driven a little to the eaft
of the Molucca iflands, and about three degrees
northward of the line, as our captain found by an
obfervation he took the 2d of May, at which time
the wind ceafed, and it was a perfect calm, where-
at [ was not a little rejoiced.  But he, being a man
well experienced in the navigation of thofe feas, bid
us all prepare againft a ftorm, which accordingly
happened the day following: for a fouthern wind,
called the fouthern monfion, began to fetin.

Finding it was like to overblow, we took in our
fpric-fuil, and ftood by to hand the fore-fail; but,
making foul weather, we looked the guns were all
faft, and handed the mizen. The fthip lay very
broad off, fo we thought it better {fpooning before
the fea, than trying or hulling. We reeft the fore-
{ail and fet him, and hawled aft the fore fheet; the
helm was hard-a-weather. The fhip wore bravely.
We belayed the fore-down-hall; but the fail was
{plit, and we hawled down the yard, and got the fail
into the fhip, and unbound all the things clear of
it. Irwas a very fierce {torm ; the fea broke firange
and dangerous. We hawled off upon the lanniard
of the whip-ftaff, and helped the man at the helm.
We would not get down our top-maft, but let all
ftand, becaufe fhe fcudded before the fea very well,

and



Chap.I. AVOYAGE ToBROBDINGNAG. 3

and we knew that, the top-maft being aloft, the
{hip was the wholfomer, and made better way thro’
the fea, feeing we had fea-room. When the {torm
was over, we let fore-fail and main fail, and brought
the thip to. Then we fet the mizen, main-top-fail,
and the fore-to-fail. Our courfe was E. N. E. the
wind was at S. W, We got the ftarboard tacks
aboard, we caft of our weather-braces and lifts ;
we fet in the lee-braces; and hauled forward by the
weather-bowlings, and hauled them tight, and be-
layed them, and hawled over the mizen-tack to
windward, and kept her full and by as near as'the
would lie.

During this ftorm, which was followed by a
firong wind W. S. W. we were carried by my com-
putation about five hundred leagues to the L. fo
that the oldeft failor on board could nor tell in what
part of the world we were. Our provifions held
out well, our fhip was {taunch, and our crew all
in good health ; but we lay in the urmeft diftrefs
for water. We thought it beft to hold on thefame
courfe, rather than turn more northerly, which
might have brought us to the north weft parts of
Great Tartary, and into the frozen fea.

On the 16th of June, 1703, a boy on the top-
maft difcovered land. On the 19th, we came in
full view of a great ifland or coutinent, {for we
knew not whether,) on the fouth-fide whereof was
a fmall neck of land jetting out into the fea, and a
creek too fhallow to hold a fhip of above one hun-
dred tons.  We caft anchor within a league of this
creek, and our captain fent a dozen of his men well-
armed in the long boat, with veflels for water, if
any could be found. 1 defired his leave to go with
them, that I might fee the country, and make what
difcoveries I could. When we came to land, we faw
no river or ipring, nor any fign of inhabitants.
Our men therefore wandered an the fhiore to find
out fome freth water near the fea; and I walked a-
A 2 lone




4 GULLIVER's TRAVELS, Part 11,

lone about a mile on the other fide, where I obfery-
ed the country all barren and rocky., T now began
to be weary, and, fecing nothing 1o entertain my
curiofity, I returned gently down towards the creek :
and the fea being full in ‘my view, | faw our men
already got into the boat, and rowing for life to the
thip. "I was going to hollow after them, although
it had been to litdle purpofe, when I obferved a
huge creature walking after them in the fea, as falt
as he could; he waded not much deeper than his
knees, and took prodigious ftrides; but our men
had the f{tart of him half a league, and, the fea
thereabouts being full of tharp-pointed rocks, the
monfter was not able to overrake the boat. This I
was afterwards told, for 1 durft not ftay 1o fez the
iffue of the adventure; but ran as faft as I could
the way | firft went, and then climbed up a fieep
hill, which gave me fome profpeét of the country,
I found it fully cultivated ; but that which firft fur-
prifed me was the length of the grafs, which, in
thofe grounds that feemed to be kept for hay, was
about twenty feet high,

I fell into a high-road, for fo I took it to be,
though it ferved to the inhabitants only as a foot-
path through a field of barley, Here I walked on
for fome time, but could fee little on either fide, it
being now near harveft, and the corn rifing at leaft
forty feet, I was an hour walking to the end of
this field, which was fenced in with a hedge of at
lcaft one hundred and twenty feet high, and the
trees {o lofty, that I could make no computation of
their altitude, There was a ftile to pals from this
field into the pext. Tt had four fteps, and a ftone
to crofs over when you came to the uppermodft,
It was impofiible for me to climb this flile, becaufe
every ftep was fix feet high, and the upper ftone
above twenty. T was endeavouring to find fome gap
in the hedge, when I difcovered one of the inhabj-*
tants in the next ficld adyancing towards the ftile,

ct
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of the fame fize with him whom I faw in the fea
purfuing our boat. He appeared as tall as an or-
dinary {pire-fteeple, and took about ten yards at
every ftride, as near as I could guefs. I wasfiruck
with the utmoft fear and altonithment, and ran to
hide myfelf in the corn, from whence I faw him
at the top of the fiile, looking back into the next
field on the right hand, 2nd heard him call in a
voice many degrees louder than a fpeaking trum-
pet; but the noife was fo high in the air, that ac
firft I certainly thought it was thunder. Where-
upon feven monfters, like himfelf, came towards
him with reaping hooks in their hands, each hook
about the largenefs of fix fcythes, Thefe people
were not {o well clad as the firft, whofe fervants or
labourers they feemed to be : for, upon {ome words
he {poke, they went to reap the corn in the ficld
where I lay. I kept from them at as great a diflance
as I could, but was forced to move with extreme
difficulty, for the ftalks of the corn were fometimes
not above a foot diftant, fo that I could hardly
fqueeze my body betwixt them. However, I made
a thifc to go forward, ull I came to a part of the
field where the corn had been laid by the rain and
wind. Here it was impoflidle for me to advance a
ftep; for the ftalks were fo interwoven, that I could
not creep through, and the beards of the fallen cars
fo firong and pointed, that they pierced through
my cloaths into my fleth. At the fame time I heard
the reapers not above an hundred yards behind me,
Being quite difpirited with toil, and wholly over-
come by gricf and defpair, I lay down between two
ridges, and heartly withed I might there end my
days. I bemoaned my defolate widow, and fatherlels
children. I lamented my own foily and wiltulneis
in attempting a fecond voyage againil the advice of
all my friends and rclations.  ¥u this terrible agita-
tion of mind, I could nor forbear thinking of Lilli-
put, whofe inhabitan:s looked upon me as the greai-

cft




6 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Part IT.

eft prodigy that ever appeared in the world : where
I was able to draw an imperial fleet in my hand, and
perform thofe other aétions which will be recorded
tor ever in the chronicles of that empire, while po-
fterity fhall hardly believe them, although attefted
by millions. I refleéted whata mortification it muft
prove to me, to appear as inconfiderable in this na-
tion, as one fingle Lilliputian would be among us.
Bur this I conceived was to be the leaft of my mis-
fortunes : for, as human creatures are obferved to
be more favage and cruel, in proportion to their
bulk, what could I expeét, but to be a morfel in the
mouth of the firft among thefe umrmuus barbari-
ans, that fhould happen to feize me ? Undoubtedly
phllt)iﬂphtls are in the right when they tell us, that
nothing is great or littdle e)thuml : than by compa-
ri'on. It might have pleafed fortune ro have let
the Lilliputians find fome nation, where the people
were as diminitive, with refpeét to them, as they
were to me, And who knows but that even this
prndlblous race of mortals might be equally over-
matched in fome diftant part of the world, where-
of we have y=t no difcovery.

Scared and confounded as T was, I could not for-
bear going on with thefe reflections, when one of
the reapers, approaching within ten yards of the
ridge where 1 lay, made me apprehend, that, with
thc next fiep, I Ihouid be fquafhed to death under
his foor, or cut in two with his reaping-hook. And
therefore, when he was again about to move, I
fcreamed as loud as fear could make me. Where-
upon the huge creature trod ﬂlolr, and, looking
round about under him, for fome time, at laft e:!-
pied me as [ lay on the ground. He confidered a
while with the caution of one who endeavours to
lay hold on a {mall dangerous animal, in fuch a
manner that it fhall nct be able either to ferarch or
to bite him, as I myf{elf have fometimes done with a
wealel in England. At length he ventured to take

s mCc
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me up behind by the middle, between his fore-finger
and thumb, and brought me within three yards of
his eyes, that he might behold my thape more per-
fectly. I guefled his meaning, and my good fortune
gave me 1o much prefence of mind, that I refolved
not to ftruggle in the leaft as he held me in the air,
above fixty feet from the ground, although he
grievoully pinched my fides, for fear I fhould flip
through his fingers. All I ventured was, 1o raife
mine cyes towards the fun, and place my hands to-
gether in a {upplicating pofture, and to fpeak fome
words in an humble melancholy tone, {uitable to
the condition 1 then was in. For I apprchended
every moment that he would dath me againft the
ground, as we ufually do any little hateful animal,
which we have a-mind to deftroy *. But my good
ftar would have it, that he appeared pleafed with
my voice and geftures, and began to look upon me
as a curiofiry, much wondering to hear me pro-
nounce articulate words, although he could not
underftand them. In the mean time, I was not
able to forbear groaning and fhedding tears, and
turning my head towards my fides; letting him
know, as well as I could, how cruelly I was hure
by the preflure of his thumb and finger. He fcem-
ed to apprehend my meaning; for, lifting up the
lappet of his coat, he put me gently into it, and
immediately ran along with me to his mafter, who
was a {ubftantial farmer, and the fame perfon I had
firft feen in the field.

The farmer having (as I fuppofe by their talk,)
received fuch an account of me as his fervant could
give him, tcok a piece of a {mall firaw, about the

e

* Our inattention to the fulicity of fenfitive beings merely becau’e
they are fmall, is here forcibly reproved : Many have wantonly crufh-
ed an infcct, who would fhudder at cutting the throat of a dog ; bue
it thould always be remembered, that the jeat of thefe =

¢ In mortal {u
¢¢ Aswhena g

ferance feels a pang as great
nt dies.
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fizeof a walking-ftaff, and therewith lifted up the
lappets of my coat; which it feems he thought to
be fome kind of covering that Nature had given
me. He blew my hairs afide to take a better view
of my face. Ile called his hinds about him, and
afked them, (as I afterwards learned,) whether they
had ever feen in the {iclds, any litde creature that
refembled me: he then placed me {oftly on the
ground upon all four, but I got immediately up,
and walked flowly backwards and forwards, to let
thofe people fec I had no intent 1o run away. They
all fat down in a cirele about me, the better to ob-
ferve my motions. I pulled off my hat, and made
a low bow towards the farmer, I fell on my kn
and lifred up my hands and eyes, and {poke feveral
words as loud as | could : I took a purie of gold
out of my pocket, and humbly prefented it to him.
He received it on the palm of his hand, then ap-
plied it clofe to his eye to fee what it was, and af-
terwards rurned it feveral times with the point of a
pin, (which he took out of his flceve,) but could
make nothing of it. Whereupon I made a fign that
he thould place his hand on the ground. I then
took the purle, and, op ning it, poured all the gold
into his palm, ‘There were fix Spanifh pieces, of
tour piltoles each, befides twenty or thirty fmaller
coins. I faw him wer the tip of his little finger
upon his tonon ke up one of my largeft
picces, I

ue, and t:
ard then another, but he feemed to be whol-
Iy ignorant whart they were. Hemade mea fign to
put them again into my purfe, and the purfe again
Into my poc which, after offering it to him fe-
ve yught 1t beft to do.

his time was coavinced I muft be
He fpoke often to me, but the
found of his i ! my ears like that of a
water-mill, ye rords were articulate enounsh,
I anfwered as loud as I could in faveral languages,
and he olten luid his ear within two vards of me ;
but

a rational cre
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but all in vain, for we were wholly unintelligible
to each other. He then fent his fervants to their
work, and taking his handkerchief out of his poc-
ket, he doubled and {pread it on his left hand,
which he placed flat on the ground, with the palm
upwards, making me a fign to ftep into it, as I could
eafily do, for it was not above a foot in thicknefs.
I thought it my part to obey, and, for fear of fall-
ing, laid myfelf at full length upon the handker-
chief, with the remainder of which he lapped me
up to the head for farther fecurity, and in this man-
ner cartied me home to his houfe. There he call-
ed his wife, and thewed me to her : but fhe fcream-
ed and ran back, as women in England do at the
fight of a toad or a fpider. However, when fhe
had a while feen my behaviour, and how well I ob-
ferved the figns her bufband made, fhe was foon
reconciled, and by degrees grew extremely tender
of me.

It was about twelve at noon, and a fervant
brought in dinner. It was only one fubftantial dith
of meat (fit for the plain condition of an hufband-
tnan) in a difh of about four and twenty feet diame-
ter. The company were the farmer and his wife,
three children and an old grandmother : when they
were {at down, the farmer placed me at fome dis-
tance from him on the table, which was thirty feet
high from the floor. I wasin a terrible fright, and
kept as far as I could from the edge for fear of
falling. The wife minced a bit of meat, then
crumbled fome bread on a trencher, and placed it
before me. I made her a low bow, took out my
knife and fork, and fell to eat, which gave them
exceeding delight. The miftrefs fent her maid for
a fmall dram-cup, which held about two gallons,
and filled it with drink; I took up the veflel with
much difficulty in both hands, and in a moft re-
{peétful manner drank to her Ladyfbip’s health,
exprefling the words as loud as I could in Englith,

Yor. V. B which




10 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS.  Part 11,

which made the company laugh fo heartily, that I
was almoft deafened with the noife. This liquor
tafted like a fmall cyder, and was not unpleafant,
Then the mafter made me 2a fign to come to his
trencher fide; but as I walked on the table, being
in great furprize all the time, as the indulgent read-
er will eafily conceive and excufe, I happerned to
ftumble againit a cruft, and fell flar on my face,
but received no hurt, I got up ill]l‘]L'lli-l[ﬁ]:", and
oblerving the good people to be in much concern,
[ took my hat (which I held under my arm out of
good manners,) and, waving it over my head, muade
three huzzas, to thew I had got no mifchief by my
fall. But advancing forwards toward my mafter,
(as T fhall henceforth call him,) his youngeft fon,
who fat next him, an arch boy of about ten years
old, took me up by the legs, and held me fo high
in the air, that I trembled every limb; but his fa-
ther fnatched me from him, and at the fame time
gave him fuch a box on the left ear, as would have
felled an European troop of horfe to the earth, or-
dering him to be taken from the table But being
afraid the boy might owe me a fpight, and well re-
membering how mifchievous all children among
us naturally are to fparrows, rabbits, young kit-
tens, and puppy-dogs, I fell on my knees, and
peinting to the boy, made my mafter to underitand,
as well as I could, that I defired his fon might be
pardoned. The father complied, and the lad took
his feat again ; whereupon I went to him and kif-
fed his hand, which my mafter took, and made him
ftroak me gently with ir. '

In the midit of dinner, my miftres’s favourite
cat leapt into her lap. I heard a noife behind me
like that of a dozen ftocking-weavers at work ;
and, turning my head, I found it proceeded from
the purring of that animal, who feemed to be three
times larger than an ox, as'] computed by the view
of her head, and one of her paws, while her mis-

trefs
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trefs was feeding and ftroaking her. The fiercenefs
of this creature’s countenance altogether difcom-
pofed me ; though I ftood at the further end of
the table, above fifty feet off; and although my
miftrefs held her faft, for fear the might give a
fpring, and feize me in her talons. DBurt it happen-
ed there was no danger ; for the cat took not the
leaft notice of me, when my mafter placed me with-
in three yards of her. And as I have been always
told, and found true by experience in my travels,
that flying or difcovering fear before a fierce animal
is a certain way to make it purfue or attack you, fo
I refolved in this dangerous junéture to thew no
manner of concern. 1 walked with intrepidity five
or {fix times before the very head of the car, and
came within half a yard of her; whereupon {he
drew herfelf back, as if fthe were more afraid of
me : | had lefs apprehenfion concerning the dogs,
whereof three or rour came into the room, as it is
ufual in farmers houfes; one of which was a maftiff
equal in bulk to four elephants, and a greyhound
fomewhar raller than the maftiff, but not o large.
‘When dinner was almoft done, the nurfe came
in with a child of a year eld in her arms, who im-
mediately fpied me, and began a fquall, that you
might have heard from London-bridge to Chelfea,
after the ufual oratory of infants to get me for a
play-thing. The mother out of pure indulgence
took me up, and put me towards the child, who
prefently feized me by the middle, and got my head
into his meouth, where I roared fo loud, that the
urchin was frighted, and let me drop, and I {hould
infallibly have broke my neck, if the mother had
not held her apron under me. The nurfe to quiet
her babe made ufe of a rattle, which was a kind of
hollow veflel filled with great ftones, and faftencd
by a cable to the child’s waift : but all in vain, fo
that the was forced to apply the laft remedy by giv -
ing it fuck. Imuft confﬁfs no object ever difgulted
2 me
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me {o much as the fight of her monfirous breaft,
which I cannot tell what to compare with, fo as to
give the curious reader an idea of its bulk, fhape,
and colour. It ftood prominent fix feet, and could
not be lefs than fixteen in circumference. The nip-
ple was about half the bignefs of my head, and the
hue both of that and the dug fo varified with fpots,
pimples, and freckles, that nothing could appear
more naufeous : for I had a near fight of her, fhe
fitting down, tke more conveniently to give fuck,
and I ftanding on the table. This made me reflect
upon the fair fkins of our Englifh ladies, who ap-
pear fo beautiful to us, only becaufe they are of our
own fize, and their defeéts not to be feen burt thro?
a magnifying-glafs, where we find bv (xpc-nimanr,
that the fimootheft and whiteft fkins look rou gh and
coarfe, and ill-coloured.

Iremember, when I wasat Lilliput, the complexions
of thofe diminutive people appeared to mie the fuir-
eft in the world; and talking vpon this fubject with
a perfon of learning there, who was an intimate

friend of mine, he faid, that my face ;1pp(‘.u‘cd much
f.xircr and fmoother when he locked on me from
e ground, than it did upon a nearer view when I
(unL him up in my hand and brought him clofe,
which he LL-nf flod was at firft a ver y {hoc king fight,
He faid he could difcever great holes in my ikin ;
that the flumps of my be nd were ten times ﬂmng-
cr than the bnl{les of a boar, and my complnmun
made up of feveral colours altogether difagreeable :
although I muft beg leave to fay for mylelf, that I
am as fair as moft of my fex and country, and very
little {fun burnt by all my travels, On the other
fide, difcourfing of the ladies in that Emperor’s
court, he ufed to tell me, one had freckles, ano-
ther teo wide a mouth, a third too large a nofe,
nothing of which I'was able to diftinguith. I con-
tefs, this reflexion was obvious enough; which
howcver T could not forbear, left the reader might

thint-
think
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think thole vaft creatures were actually deformed ;
for I muft do them juftice to fay, they are a come-
ly race of people ; and particularly the features of
my mafter’s countenance ; although he were but a
farmer, when I beheld him from the height of fix-
ty feet, appeared very well proportioned.

When dinner was done, my mafter went out to
his labouirers, and, asI could difcover by his voice
and gefture, gave his wife a ftri¢t charge to take
care of me. I was very much tired, and difpofed
to fleep, whick my miftrefs perceiving, fhe put me
on her own bed, aad covered me with a clean white
handkerchicf, but larger and coarfer than the main-
fail of a man of war.

I flept about two hours, and dreamed I was at
home with my wife and children, which aggravat-
ed my forrows when I awaked, and found myfelf
alone in a vaft room, between two and three hun-
dred feet wide, and above two hundred high, lying
in a bed twenty yards wide. My miltrefs was gone
about her houthold-affairs, and had locked me in.
The bed was eight yards from the floor. Some na-
tural neceflities required me to get down; I durft
not prefume to call, and, if I had, it would have
been in vain with fuch a voice as mine, at fo great
a diftance as from the room where I lay to the
kitchen where the family kept. While I was un-
der thefe circumitances, two rats crept up the cur-
rains, and ran {melling backwards and forwards on
the bed. Cne of them came up almoft to my face,
whercupon I rofe in a fright, and drew out my hang-
er to defend myfelf. Thele horrible animals had
the boldneis to attack me on both fides, and one
of them held his fire-feet at my collar ; but I had
the good fortune to rip up his belly, before he could
do me any miichicf. He fell down at my feet, and
the other, iecing the fate of his comrade, made his
efcape, but not without one good wound on the
back, which I gave him as he fled, and made the
blood
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blood run trickling from him. After this exploir,
I walked gently to and fro on the bed to recover
my breath, 2od lois of fpirits. Thefe creatures were
of the fize of a large maftiff, but infinitely more
nimble and terce, fo that, if I had taken off my
belt before T went to fleep, I muft have infallibly
been torn to picces and devoured. I meafured the
tail of the dead rat, and found it to be two yards
long, wanting an inch ; but it went againft my fto-
mach to drag the carcale off the bed, where it lay
ftill bleeding ; 1 obierved it had yet fome life, but,
with a firong flath crofs the neck, I thoroughly
difpatched it,

Soon after my miftrefs came into the room,
who, feeing me all bloody, ran and took me up in
her hand. T pointed to the dead rat, {fmiling and
making other figns 10 fhew I was not hurt, where-
at fhe was extremcly rejoiced, calling the maid to
take up the dead rat with a pair ot tongs, and throw
it out of the window. Then fhe fet me on a table,
where I fhewed her my hanger all bloody, and,
wiping it on the lappet of my coat, returned it to
the fcabbard. I was prefied to do more than one
thing, which another could not do for me, and
therefore endeavoured to make my miftrefs under-
ftand, that I defired to be fet down on the floor ;
which, after fhe had done, my bafhfulnefs would
not fuffer me to exprefs myfelf farther, than by
pointing to the door, and bowing feveral rimes.
The good woman, with much difficulty, ac lafk
perceived what | would be ar, and taking me up ae
gain in her hand, walked into the garden, where
fhe fet me down. I went on one fide about two
hundred yards, and beckoning to her not to lock
or to follow me, I hid myfelf between two leaves of
forrel, and there difcharged the neceflities of na-
ture.

I hope the gentle reader will excufe me for dwel-
ling on thefe and thie like particulars, which, how-

ever




Chap.11. A VOYAGE o BROBDINGNAG. 13

ever infignificant they may appear to groveling vul-
gar minds, yet will certainly help a philofopher to
enlarge his thoughts and imagination, and apply
them to the benefit of public as well as private life,
which was my fole defign in prefenting this and o-
ther accounts of my travels to the woild; wherein
1 have been chiefly ftudious of wuth, withour af-
feting any ornaments of learning or of fiyle. But
_ the whole fcene of this voyage made fo ftrong an

impreflion en my mind, and is fo deeply fized in
my memory, that, in commitiing it to paper, Idid
not omit one material circumftance : however, up-
‘on a {triét review, I blotted out feveral paflages of
lefs moment which were in my firft copy, tor fear
of being cenfured as tedious and trifling, whereof
travellers are often, perhaps not without jultice,
accufed.

CHA YT

A difeription of the farmer’s daughter. The author
carried to a market-town, and then to the metropolis
The particulars of his fourney.

Y miftrefs had a daughter of nine years old,

a child of towardly parts for her age, very
dexterous at her needle, and fkilful in drefling her
baby. Her mother and fhe contrived to fit up the
baby’s cradle for me againft night: the cradle was
put into a {mall drawer of a cabinet, and the drawer
placed upon a hanging thelf for fear of the rats.
I'his was my bed all the time I f{tayed with thofe
people, though made more convenient by degrees,
as I began to learn their language, and make my
wants known. This young girl was fo hardy, that,
atter I had once or twice pulled off my cloaths be-
fore
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fore her, fhe was able to drefs and undrefs me,
though I never gave her that trouble, when fhe
would let me do cither myfelf. She made me feven
{hirts, and fome other linen, of as fine cloth as
could be got, which indeed was coarfer than fack-
cloth ; and thefe fthe conftantly wafhed for me with
her own hands. She was likewife my fchoolmis-
trels to teach me the language: when [ point-
ed to any thing, fhe told me the name of it irr her
own tongue, fo that in a few days I was able (o call
for whatever I had a mind to. She was very good-
natured, and nor above forty fect Lizh, being little
for her age. She gave me the name of Grildiy;
which the family took up, and afrerwards the whole

i ym. The word imports what the Latins call
wulus, the Italians Aomunceletino, and the Eng-
ikin,  To her I chiefly owe my preferva-
tion in that country : we never parted while I was
there ; I called her my Glumdalclitch, or little nurfe;
and fhould be guilty of great ingratitude, if [ omit-
ted this honourable mention of her care and affec-
tion towards me, which I heartily with it lay in my
power to requite as fhe deferves, inftead of being
the innocent, but unhappy inftrument of her dif-
grace, as I have too much reafon to fear.

It now began to be known and talked of in the
ncighbourhood, that my mafter had found a ftrange
animal in the ficld, about the biguefs of a /placknuct,
but exadtly thaped in every part like a human crea-
ture ; which it likewife imitated in all its aétions ;
feemed to {peak in a little language of its own, had
already learned feveral words of theirs, went erect
upon two legs, was tame and gentle, would come
when it was called, do whatever it was bid, had the
fineft limbs in the world, and a complexion fairer
than a pobleman’s daughter of three years old.
Another farmer, who lived hard by, and was a
particular friend of my mafter, came on a vifit on

purpofe
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purpefe to enquire ‘into the trath of this ftory I
was immediatoly produced; and placed upon a ta-
ble, where I wabzed as I was commanded, drew my
hanger, putit up agein, made my reverence to my
mafter’s gueft, afked him in his own language how
he did, and wold him he was welcome, juft as my
littte nurfe had inftruéted me. This man, who was
old and dim-fighted, put on his {pectacles to behold
me better, at which 1 could not forbear laughmg
very heartily, for his eyes appeared like the full
mioon dhininglinte a chamber at two windows, Our
people, who difcovered the caufe of my mirth,
bore me company in laughing, at which the old
fellow was fool enough to be angry and out of
countenance. He had the charadter of a great mi-
fer, and, to my misfortune, he well deferved it
by the curfed advice he gave my mafter, to {hew
me as a fight wpen a market-day in the next town,

.which was half an hour’s niding, about two and
oD

twenty miles from our houfe. 1 gucfled there was
fome mifchief contriving, when I oblerved my ma-
frer and his friend whilpering long together, {ome-
times ‘pointing at me; and my fears made me fancy,
that 1 .overheard and wnderftood fome of their
words. But the next morning Glumdalclitcch, my
litde nurfe, told me the whole matter, which the
had cunningly picked ont from her mother. The
poor gitl laid me on ber bofom, and fell a weeping
wich thame ard grief. She apprehended fome mis-
chief would happen to me from rude vulgar folks,
who might fquecze me to death, or break one of
my limbs by taking m= in their hands. She had
allo obferved how modeft I was in my nature, how
nicely I regarded my hanour, and what an indigni-
ty I thould conceive it to be expofed for money as
a public fpectacle to the meaneft of the people. She

fxid, her papa and mama had promiied that Grild-

rig thould be hers, but now fhe found they meant
to ferve ber as they did laft year, when they pre-
Vor. V. (& tended
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tended to give her a lamb, and yet, as foon as it was
fat, {old it to a butcher. For my own part, I may
truly affirm, that [ was lefs concerned than my
nurfe. I had a {trong hope, which never left me,
that I fhould one day recover my liberty ; and, as
to the ignominy of being carried about for a mon-
fler, I confidered myfelf'to be a perfe&t ftranger in
the country, and that fuch a misfortune could ne-
ver be charged upon me as a reproach, if ever [
fhould return to England ; fince the King of Great
Britain himfelf, in my condition, muft have under-
gone the fame diftrefs,

My mafter, purfuant to the advice of his friend,
carried me in a box the next market-day, to the
neighbouring town, and took along with him his
litde davghter, my nurfe, wpon a pillion behind
him.  The box was clofe on every fide, wich a lit-
tle door for me to goin and out, and a few gimlet-
holes to letin air. The girl had been fo careful as
to put the quilt of her baby’s bed into it, for me to
lie down on. However, I was terribly fhaken and
difcompofed in this journey, though it were bt of
half an hour. For the horfe went about forty feet
at every ftep, and'trotted fo high, that the agita-
tion was equal to ghe rifing and falling of a fhip in
a great ftorm, butmuch more frequent: our jour-
ney was fomewhat farther than from London to St.
Alban’s, My mafter alighted at an inn which he
uled to frequent; and, after confulting a while with
the inn keeper, and making fome neceffury prepar-
ations, he hired the grultrud, or crier, to give no-
tice through the town, of a firange creature to be
feen at the fign of the Green Eagle, not fo big as a
Jplacruck (an animal in that country very finely fhap-
ed, about fix feet long,) and in every part of the
body refembling an human creature, could fpeak
feveral words, and perform an hundred diverting
tricks.

I was placed upon a table in the largeft room of

the
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the inn, which might be near three hundred feet
fquare. My little nurfe ftood on a low {tool clofe
to the table, to take care of me, and dire¢t what I
thould do. My malfter, to avoid a croud, would
fuffer only thirty people at a time to {fece me. I
walked about on the table as the girl commanded :
the afked me queftions, as far as the knew my un-
derftanding of the language reached, and I anfwer-
ed them as loud as I could. I turned about feveral
times to the company, paid my humble refpecéts,
faid they were welcome, and ufed fome other fpeech-
es I had been taught. I took up a thimble filled
with liquor, which Glumdalclitch had given me for
a cup, and drank their health. I drew out my
hanger, and flourifhed with it after the manner of
fencers in England. My nurfe gave me part of a
firaw, which | exercifed as a pike, having learned
the art in my youth. I was that day fhewn to
twelve fets of company, and as often forced to act
over again the fame fopperies, till I was half dead
with wearinefs and vexation. For thofe who had
feen me made fuch wonderful reports, that the peo-
ple were ready to break down the doors to come in.
My mafter, for his own intereft, would not fuffer
any one to touch me, except dmy nurfe ; and, to
revent danger, benches werg fér round the table
at fuch a diftance, as to put fe out ofevery body’s
reach, However, an unlucky fchool boy aimed a
hazel nut dire@ly at my head, Which very narrow-
Iy mifled me; otherwife, it tame with fo much vi-
olence, that it would have infallibly knocked out
my brains, for it wasalmoft aslargeas a fmall pom-
pion: but I had the fatisfaction to fee the young

rogue well beaten, and turned out of the room.
My mafter gave public notice, that he would thew
me again the next market-day, and in the mean
time he prepared a more convenient vehicle for me,
which he had reafon enough to do; for I was fo
tired with my firft journey, and with entertaining
2 company
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company for cight hours together, that L could
bardly ftand. wpon. my legs,. or fpeak a word. It
was at leadt three days before I recovened. my
ftrength ; and thar I might have no reft at homa,
all the neighbouring gentlemen, from, an hundred
niiles round, hearing of my fame, came to f{ee: me
ar my mafter’s awn houle, There could not ba
fer er than thinty perfons with. their wives and. chile
dren, (for the country is very |-upuiuu.~) ; and my
malfter demanded the rate of a. full room, wheneven
he thewed me at home. although it were only ta a
fingle family : fo that for fome time I had Bu: littlg
cafe every day of the weck, (exce pt Wednelday,
which is their Sabbach,) although I were not casri-
ed ro the town,

My mafter, finding how profitable I was like to
be, refolved to catry me to the moft confiderable
cities of the kingdom. Having therefore provided
himfelf with all things neceflary for a long journey,
and fertled bisafFairs ar home, he took lcave of his
wife, and, dpon the 17th of Aucuft, 1703, aboug
two months after my arrival, we fet our for the me-
tropolis, fitwated near the middle of thar empire,
and about three thoufand miles diftance from our
houfe : my mafter made his d wighrer Glumdalclisch
ride behind him. She carricd me on her lap.in. a
box tied about her wait., The girl had lined it on
all fides with the fofieft clath {he could get, well
quilted underneath, furnifhed it with-her- baby’s bed,
provided me with linen and o:her neceflinies,, and
made every, thing:as convenient as the could., We
had no other company but a boy. of the houlz, wha
rode afier us with the luggage,

My mafter’s defign was. to. fhew. me in all the
towns by the way, and to ftep out of the voad for
fifty or an hundred miles,, to any village, or perfon
of quality’s houfe, where he night expeét cuftom.
We made eafy i ies of not above feven or eight
f.ore miles a'day: for Glumdalclitch, on purpofz

1 4s)
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to {pzre me, complained {he was tired with the
trotting of the horfe. Sie often took me our of
my box at my own defire, to give e air, and thew
me the country, but always held me faft by a l-ad-
ing-firing. We paffed over five or {ix rivers many
degrees broader and deeper than the aile, or the
Ganges; and there was hardly a rivuler (o imall as
the Thames at London-bridge. We were ten wecks
in our journey, and I was thewn in eighteen large
towns, befides many villages and private families.
On the 26th of O&ober, we arrived ar the me

tropolis, called in their language erbrulgrud, or
Pride of the Univerfe. My mafier rock a lodging
in the principal fireet of the city, not far from the
royal palace, and put out bills in the ulual formy
containing an exact defeription of my perfon and
parts. He hired a large room between three and
four hundred feet wide. IHe provided a:table fixty,
feet in diameter, upon which I was to aét my part,
and pallifadoed it round thiee feer from the edge,
and as many high, to prevent my falling over. I
was {hewn ten. times a-day, to ths wender and fa-
tisfation of all pecple. Lcould now fpeak the lan-
guage tolerably well, and perfectly underftood eve-
ry word that was {poken to me. B fides, 1 had
learned. their alphaber, and could make a thift 10
explain a fentence here and there; for Giumdal-
clitch had been my inftrutor while we were at
Lhome, and at leifure-hours during our journey.
She carried a little book in her pocker, not much
Iarger than a Samfou’s Atlas; it was a commoea
treatife for the ufe of young girls, giving a fhers
account of their religioni: out of thisthe aught me
my leters, and interpreted the words,
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The author fent for to-court. The Queen buys him of
bis mofler the /z-" 'y and pri /mt; s him to the King.,
He difputes with bis Magefly's great [cholars, An
apartment at court pro .’rr-[./,f‘ the author. He is
in hi wvour with the Queen. He flands up for
the honour of his cwn country. His quarrels with
the .f:-’t‘(‘x‘l ([.(u’.’:/;

'I‘.'IE frequent labours I underwent every day,
made in few weeks a very confiderable change

in my health : the more my mafter got by me, the
more infatiable he grew. 1 had quite loft my fto-
mach, and was almoft reduced to a fkeleton. The
farmer obferved it, and, concluding I muft foon
die, refolved to make as good a hand of me as he
could. While he was thus reafoning and refolving
with himlelf, a fardral, or gcmlun.m -uther, came
from court, commanding my mafter to carry me
immediately thither for the diverfion of the queen
and her ladies, Some of the latter had ‘.lx...ul) been
to fee me, and reported firange things of my beau-
y, behaviour, and good fenf II r Majefty, and
thofe who attenc }1,;-, were beyond meafure de-
lighted with my demeanour. 1 fell en my knees,
and begged-the honour of kiffing her ...1penll foot;
but this gracious princefs held ()dt her little finger
towards me, (after I was fer on a table,) which I
embraced in both my arms, and put the tip of it
with the utmoft refp e& to m y lip. She made me
fome general queftions about my country, and my
travels, which ed as diftinctly, and in as
few words as I ] She afked, whether I would
be content to live at court. I bowed down to the
board

1€.
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board of the table, and humbly anfwerd, that I was
my mafter’s flave ; but, if I were at my own difpo-
{al, I thould be proud to devote my life to her Ma-
jefty's fervice. She then atked my mafter, whether
he were willing to fell me at a good price. He, who
apprchended I could not live a month, was ready
enough to part with me, and demanded a thoufand
pieces of gold, which were ordered him on the
fpot, each piece being about the bignels of eight
hundred moydores ; but, allowing for the propor-
tion of all things between that country 2nd Europe,
and the high price of gold among them, was hard-
ly fo great a fum as a thoufand guineas would be in
England. T then faid to the Queen, fince I was
now her Majefty’s moft huwble creature and vaffal,
I muft beg the favour, that Glumdalclitch, who
had always tended me with {o much care and kind-
nefs, and underftood to do it fo well, might be ad-
mitted into her fervice, and continue to be my
nurfe and infiruétor. Her Majefty agreed to my
petition, and eafily got the farmer’s confent, who
was glad enough to have his daughter preferred at
court, and the poor girl herfelt was not able to
hide her joy : my late mafter withdrew, bidding
me farewell, and {faying he had left me in a good
fervice ; to which I replied not a word, only mak-
ing him a flight bow,

The (&ecn obferved my coldnefs, and, when the
farmer was gone out of the apartment, afked me
the reafon. | made bold to tell her Majefty, that
1 owed no other obligation to my late mafter, than
his not dathing out the brains of a poor harmlefs
creature found by chance in his field ; which obli-
gation was amply recompenfed by the gain he had
made in fhewing me through halt the kingdom, and
the price he had now fold me for. That thelife I had
fince led, was laborious enough to kill an animal of
ten times my firength. That my health was much
impaired by the continual drudgery of entertaining

the
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the rabble every howr of the day, and that, if my
mafter had not thought my life in danger, her Ma-
jelty would not have gor fo cheag p a bargain. DBut
as I w: I

s out-of all fear of being ill treated underthe
proicc ion of fo great and good an L'n'.plxim the or-

nament of natore, the darling of the would, the de-
lwht of her fubjeéts, the phesnix of the oreation ;
» L' hoped my late mafter’s .urpu.:tnllnln would
;v-- ar 10 be groundiefs, for I aiready found my
fpirits 10 revive by the influence of her moft auguit
prefence.

‘L'his was the fum of my {peech, delivered with
great impreprieties and hefitetion ; the lawer part
was aliogether framed in the ftyle peculiar to that
people, whereof I lcarned fome phrafes from Glum-
dalclitch, while fhe was carrying me to court.

The Queen, giving great allowance for my de-
feltivencis in fpeaking, “was however furprifed at fo
much wit and good fenfc in fo diminutive an ani-
mal. She rook me in her own hand, and carried
me 10 the King, who was then retired to his cabi-
net, His Majefty, a prince of much gravity and
auitere countenance, not well oblu\‘ng my ihape
at firft view, afked the Queen:after a cold manner,
how long itwes fince fhe grew fond of a {placnuck;
forfuch it feems he took me to be, as 1 lay upon
my breaft .in her Majefty’s right hand. DBut this
princefs, who hath an-infinite deal of wit and hu-
u.mu, {er me gently on my deet upon the fcrutore,
and commanded me to give his 1\'1.._;“[\ an account
of myfelf, which Idid in a very tew words; and
Glumdalclitch, who attended at the cabinet-door,
and could not endure [ fhould be out of her fight,
being admiited, confirmed all that had paffed from
my arrival at her father’s houfe.

The King, alihough he be aslearned a perfon as
any in his dominions, had been educated in the ftu-
dy af philofophy. and p-n-ucui;;riv mathematics ;
vet when be oblerved my fhape exaétly, and faw me

waik
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walk erect, before I began to fpeak, conceived Imight
be a piece of clock-work, (which is in that coun-
try arrived to a very great pei fection, ) contrived by
fome ingenious artift. But when he heard my
voice, and found what I delivered to be regular and
rational, he could not conceal his aftonithment. He
was by no means fatisfied with the relation I gave
bim of the manner I came into his kingdom, burt
thought it a ftory concerted between Glumdalclitch
and her father, who had taught me a fet of words
to make me fell at a better price. Upon this ima-
gination he put feveral other queftions to me, and
fill received rational anfwers, no otherwife defec-
tive than by a foreign accent, and an imperfet
knowledge in the language, with fome ruftic phra-
fes, which I had learned at the farmer’s houle, and
did not fuit the polite ftyle of a court.

His Majefly fent for three great {cholars, who
were then in their weekly waiting according to the
cuftom in that country. Thefe gentlemen, after
they had a while examined my thape with much
nicety, were of diffcrent opinions concerning me.
They all agreed, that I could not be produced ac-
cording to the regular laws of nature, becaufe I was
not framed with a capacity of preferving my life
either by fwifinefs, or climbing of trees, or digging
holes in the earth. They obferved by my teeth, which
they viewed with great exatnefs, that I was a car-
nivorous animal; yet moft quadrupeds being an,
gvermatch for me, and field-mice with fome others
too nimble, they could not imagine how [ fhould
be able to fupport myfelf, unlefs I fed upon {nails
and other infcéts, which they offered, by many
learned arguments, to evince that I could not pot-
£ibly do ¥, One of thefe virtuofi feemed 1o think that

I might

% By this realoning the author probably intended to ridicule the
pride of thofe philofopiers, who have thought fit to arraign the wif-
dom of Prov.dence in the creation and government of the world;
Vor. V. D whofe
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I might be an embryo, or abortive birth. But this
opinion was rejected by the other two, who obferv-
ed my limbs to be perfeét and finithed, and that I
had lived feveral years, as it was manifeft from my
beard, the ftumps whereof the y plainly difcovered
through a magnifying glafs. They would not allow
me to be a dwarf, becaufe my littlenefs was beyond
all degrees of comparifon ; for the Queen’s favour-
ite dwarf, the fmalleft ever known in that kingdom,
was pear thirty feet high. After much debate they
concluded unanimoufly, thatl was only relplum fal-
cath, which is interpeted literally lufus nature ; a
determinarion exactly agreeable to the modern phi-
lofophy of Europe, whofe profeffors, difdaining the
old evafion of occult caufes whereby the followers
of Ariitotle endeavoured in vain to difguife their
ignorance, have invented this wonderful folution
of all difficulties, to the unfpeakable advancement
of human knowledge

After this decifive conclufion I entreated to be
heard a word or two, 1 applicd myfelf to the King,
and affured his Majefty, that I came from a coun-
try, which abounded with feveral millions of both
fexes and of my own (tature; where the animals,
trees, and houfes, were all in proportion, and where
by confcquence I might be as able to defend myfelf,
and to find fultenance, as any of his Majefty’s
fubjeéts could do here; which I took for a full
anfwer to thofe gentlemens arguments. To this
they only replied with a fmile of contempt, faying,
that the farmer had inftruéted me very well in my
lefion *. The King, who had a much berter Tin-
derftanding, difmiffing his learned men, fent for
the farmer, who by good fortune was not yet gone
out of town; having therefore firft examined him

a

I

whofe cavils are fpecious, like thofe of the Brobdingnagian fages, only
in proportion to the ignorance of thofe to whom they are propofed,
* This fatire is levelled againft all, who reject thofe fats for which
they cannot perfeétly account, notwithftanding the abfurdity of re-

jeting the teftimony by which they are fupported,
privately,
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privately, and then confronted him with me and the
young girl, his Majefty began to think that what
we told him might poflibly be true, He defired the
Queen to order, that a particular care thould be
taken of me, and was of opinion, that Glumdal-
clitch fhould f&ill continue in her office of tending
me, becanfe he obferved we had a great affeltion
for each other. A convenient apartment was pro-
vided for her at court; fhe had a fort of governefs
appointed to take care of her education, a maid to
drefs her, and two other fervants for menial offices ;
but the care of me was wholly appropriated to her-
2lf. The Queen commanded her own cabinet-
malker to contrive a box, that might ferve me for a
bed-chamber, after the model that Glumdalclitch
and I fhould agree upon. This man was a moft in-
genious artift, and, according to my diretions, in
three weeks finithed for me a wodden chamber of
fixteen feet fquare, and twelve high, with fafh-win-
dows, a door, and two clofets, like 2 London bed-
chamber. The board, that made the cieling, was
to be lifted up and down by two hinges, to put in a
bed ready furnifhed by her Majeity’s upholfterer,
which Glumdalclitch took out every day to air,
made it with her own hands, and letting it down at
night, locked up the roof over me. A nice work~
man, who was tamous for little curiofities, under-
took to make me two chairs, with backs and frames,
of a {ubftance not unlike ivory, and two tables, with
a cabinet to put my things in. The room was
quilted on all fides, as well as the floor and the
cieling, to prevent any accident from the carelefnefs
of thofe who carried me, and to break the force of
ajolt when I wentin a goach. I defired a lock for
my door to prevent rats and mice from coming in:
the fmith, after feveral attempts, made the {fmalleft
that ever was feen among them, for I have known
a larger at the gate of a gentleman’s houfe in Eng-
land., I made a fhift to keep the key in a pocket of

2 my
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my own, fearing Glumdalclitch might lofe it, The
Queen likewife ordered the thinneft filks thaf could
be gotten to make me cloaths, not much thicker
than an Englith blanker, very cumberfome, till I
was accuftomed to them They were after the fa-
fhion of the kinpdom, partly refembling the Perfizn,
and partly the Chinefe, and are a very grave and
decent habir.

The Queen became fo fond of my company, that
fhe could not dine wi hout me. 1 had a table placed
upon the fame at which her Majefty eat, juil at her
lett elbow, and a chair to fit on. Glunidalclitch
itood on a ftool on the floor n=ar my table to aflift
and take care of me. I had an entire fet of filver-
difhes and plates and other neceffaries, which, in
proportion to thofe of the Queen, were not much
bigger than what I have feerr in a London toy-fhop,
for the furniture of a baby-houfe : thele my little
nurfe kept in her pocker in a filver box, and pave
me at meals as I wanted them, always clcaning them
herfelf,  No perfon dined with the Queen but the
two princefles royal, the elder 16 years old. and the
younger at that time 13 and a month. Her Majefty
ufed to put a bit of meat upon one of my dithes,
out of which I earved for mylelf; and her diverfion
was to fee me eat in miniature. For the Queen
(who had indeed but a weak ftom ich,) took up, at
one mouthful, as much asa dozen Eunglith farmers
could eat at a meal, which to me was for fome time
a very naufeous fight *. She would cranch the

wing

* Among other dreadful and difgufting images, which cuftom has
rendcred familiar, are thofe which arife from eating animal food. He,
who has ever 1urned with abhorrence from the fkeleton of a beaft
which has been picked whole by birds or vermin, muft confefs, thit
habit only could have enabled him 1o endure the fight of the mang-
Yed bones and flefh of a dead carcafe, which every day cover his table
and he, who reflefts an the number of lives that have been facrificed
to fuflain his own, fhould enquire by what the account has teen ba-
lanced, and whether his life is become proportionably of more value,
by the exercife of virtue and piety, by the fuperior happinefs which

he
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wing of a lark, bones and all, between her teeth,
although it were nine times as large as that of a
full-grown turkey; and put a bit of bread in her
mouth, as big as two twelve-penny loaves. She
drank out of a golden cup, above a hogfthead at a
draught. Her knives were twice as long as a {cythe,
fet ftrait upon the handle. The fpoons, forks, and
orher inltruments, were all in the fame proportion.
I remember, when Glumdalclitch carried me out of
curiofity to fee fome of the tables at court, where
ten or a dozen of thefe enormous knives and forks
wére lifted up together, I thought I had never till
then beheld fo terrible a fight.

It is the cultom, that every Wednefday (which,
as 1 have before obferved, is their Sabbath,) the
King and Queen, with the royal iffue of both fexes,
dine together in the apartment of his Majefty, to
whom 1 was now become a great favourite; and at
thefe times my little chair and table were placed at
his left hand before one of the falt-cellars. This
prince took a pleafure in converfing with me, en-
quiring info the manners, religion, laws, govern-
ment, and learning'of Europe ; wherein I gave him
the beft account I was able. His apprehenfion was
fo clear, and his judgment fo exa&, that he made
very wife reflections and obiervations upon ali I faid.
But I confefs, that after | had been a little too co-
pious in talking of my own beloved country, of our
trade, and wars by fca and land, of our fchilms in
religion, and partics in the ftate; the prejudices of
his education prevailed fo far, that he could not
forbear taking me up in his right hand, and ftroak-
ing me gently with the other, after an hearty fit of
laughing, afked me, whether I was a Whig or To-
ry ¢ Then turning to his firft wminifter, who waited
behind him with a white ftaff, near as rtall as' the
main-maft of the Royal Sovereign, he obferved

he has communicated to reafonable beings, and by the glery which
his intellect has arcribed to Ged,

how




30 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Part H,

how contemptible a thing was human grandeur,
which could be mimicked by fuch diminutive infeéts
as [: and yet, fays he, I dare en yage, thefe crea-
tures have their titles and diftintions of honour ;
they contrive little neflts and burrows, that they call
houfes and cities ; they makea figure in drefsand equi-
page ; they love, they fight, they difpute, they cheat,
they betray. And thus he continued on, while my co-
lour came and went feveral times with indignation, to
hear our noble country, the miftrels of arts and arms,
the fcourge of France, the arbitrefs of Europe, the
feat of viriue, picty, honour, and truth, the pride
and envy of the world, fo contemptuouily treated.

Sur as I was not in a condirtion to refent injuries,
fo upon mature thoughts I began to doubt whether
I was injured or no. For, after having been accuf*
tomed feveral months to the fight and converfe of
this people, and oblerved every object upon which
I calt mine eyes to be of proportionable n;.'.;_'u:mdc,
the horror I had at firft conceived fiom rtheir bulk
and afpeét, was {o far worn off, that if I had then
beheld a company of Englith lords and ladies in
(h(."il‘ finery, and birth-d: 1y cloaths, ating their fe-

eral parts in the moft courtly manner of firutting,
.‘ml bowing, and prating ; to In' the truih, I {houl -1
have been f{trongly tempted to laugh as much at
them, as tlu] *.3' and his grandees did at me. Nei-
ther indeed could I forbear fmiling at myfelf, when
the Queen ufe d to place me upon her hand towards
a looking glafs, by which both our perfons appear-
ed before me in full view together ; and there could
nothing be more ridiculous than [hL comparifon :
fo that | reall y began to imagine myfelf dwindled
many degrees below my ulual fize.

Nu.hmg angered and mortified me fo much, as
the %ccn‘s dwarf, who, being of the loweft ita-
ture that was cver in that country, (for I verily
think he was not full thirty feet high,) became fo
infolent at feeing a creature fo much beneath him,

that
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that he would always affeét to fwagger, an look big
as he pafied by me in the Queen’s anti-chamber,
while I was ftanding on fome table talking with the
lords or ladies of the court, and he feldom failed of
2 {fmart word or two upon my litilenels; againit
which I could only revenge myfelf by calling him
brother, challenging him to wreftle, and fuch re-
partees as are ufual in the mouths of court-pages.
One day, at dinner, this malicious little cub was {o
nettled with fomething I had faid to him, that, raif=
ing himfelf upon the frame of her Majefty’s chair,
he took me up by the middle, as I was fitcing down,
not thing any harm, and let me drop into a large
filver bowl of cream, and then ran away as fait as
he could. I fell over head and ears, and, if I had
not been a good fwimmer, it might have gone very
hard with me ; for Glumdalclitch, in that inftant,
happened to be at the other end of the room, and
the Queen was:in {uch a fright, that f{he wanted
prefence of mind to affift me. DBut my lictle nurfe
ran to my relief, and took me out, after I had {fwal-
Jlowed above a quart of cream. I was put to bed ;
however, I received no other damage than the lofs
of a {uir of clothes, which was utterly fpoiled. The
dwarf was foundly whipped, and, as a farther pu-
nithment, forced to drink up the bowl of cream,
into which he had thrown me ; neither was he ever
reftored to favour: for foon after the Qucen be-
{ftowed him on a lady of high quality, fo that Ifaw
him no more, to my very great {atisfaction ; for I
could not tell to what extremity fuch a malicious
urchin might have carried his refentment.

He had before ferved me a fcurvy trick, which
fer the Queen a-laughing, although at the fame time
{he was heartily vexed, and would have immediate-
ly cafhiered him, if I had not been fo generous as
to intercede, Her Majefty had taken a marrow-
bone upon her plate, and, after knocking out the

marrow, placed the bone again in the difh erect, as
. 1t
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it ftood before ; the dwarf watching his opportuni-
ty, while Glumdalclitch was gone to the fide- board,
mountzd the ftool that the {ftood on to take care of
me at meals, took me up in both hands, and Iquecz-
ing my legs together, wedged them into the mar-
row bone above my waift, where I ftuck for fome
time, and made a very ridiculous figure. I believe
it was near a minute before any one knew whar was
become of me; for I thought it below me to ery
out. DBur, as princes fcldom get their mear hor,
my legs were not fcalded, only my ftockings and
breeches in a fad condition, The dwarf, at my en-
trzaty, had no other punifhment than a found
whipping.

I was frequently rallied by the Queen upon ac-
count of my fearfulnefs ; and fhe ufed to atk me,
whether the people of my country were as great
cowards as myfelf? The occafion was this: the
kingdom is much peftered with flies in fummer,
and thele odious infects, each of them as big as a
Dunftable lark, hardly gave me any reft while I fat
at dinner, with their continual humming and buz-
zing about mine ears. They would fometimes alight
upon my victuals, and leave their loathfome excre-
ment or fpawn behind, which ro me was very vili-
ble, though not to the natives of that countiy,
whofe large optics were not fo acute as mine in
viewing (maller objects. Sometimes they would fix
upon my nofe or farchead, where they (fung me to
the quick, fmelling very offenfively; and I could
eafily trace that vilcous matter, which, our natura-
lilts tell us, enables thofe creatures to walk with their
feet upwards upon a cicling. I had much ado to
defend myfelf againft thefe deteftable animals, and
could not forbear fharting when they came on my
face. It was the common pratice of the dwarf o
catch a number of thefe infeéts in his hand, as
fchool-boys do among us, and let them out fudden-
iy under my nofe, on purpofe to frighten me¢, and

divert
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divert the Queen. My remedy was to cut them in
pieces with my knife, as they flew in the air, where-
in my dexterity was much admired.

I remember, one morning, when Glumdalelitch
had fet me in my box upon a window, as fhe ufually
did in fair days, to give me 2ir (for I durft not ven-
ture to let the box be hung on a nail out of the win-
dow, as we do with cages in England,) after I had
lifted up one of my f{athes, and {at down at my ta-
big to ear a piece of fiwect cake for my breakfaft,
above twenty walps, allured by the fmell, came flys
ing into theroom, humming louder than the drones
of as many bag pipes. Some of them feized my
cake, and carried it piece-meal away ; others flew
abont my head and face, confounding me with the
noife, and putting me in the utmoft terror of their
ftings. However, 1 had the courage to rife and
draw my hanger, and attack them in the air. I
difpatched four of them, but the reft got away,
and I prefently fhut my window. Thefe infeéls
were as large as partridges; I took out their ftings,
found them an inch and an half long, and as fharp
as needles. 1 carefully preferved them all, and,
having fince fhewn them with fome other curiofities
in feveral parts of Kurope, upon my return to Eng-
land, I gave three of them to Gretham College, and
kept the fourth for myfelf.

AR NN AN NSRS

LG T U N

The country defcribed. A4 propofal for correcting mo-
dern maps.  The King’s palice, and fome account ¢
the metropolis. The author’s way of travelling. The
chief temple defcribed.

NOW intend to give the reader 2 fhort defcrip-
tion of this country, as far as I travelled in it,

Nor. V. “ N which
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which was not above two thoufind miles round
Lorbrulgrud, the metropolis, For the Q.L““”’
whom I always attended, never went farther when
the accompanied the King in his progrefles, and
there ftaid till his Majefty returned from viewing
his fronticrs. The whole extent of this prince’s do-
minions reacheth ahout fix thoufand miles in Ic ngth,
and from three to five in breadth, From whence
I cannot but conclude, that our geographers of
Europe are in a great error, by fuppofing nothing
but fea between Japan and California; for it was
ever my opinion, that there muft be a balance of
carth to counterpoife the preat continent of Tarta-
vy and therefore they ought to correét their maps
and charts, by Joining this vaft tract of I2nd to the
north-welt parts of America, wherein I fhall be
ready to lend them my afliftance,

The kingdom is a peninfula, terminated to the
north-eaft by a ridge of mountains, thirty miles
high, which are altogether impaflable, by reafon of
the volcanoes upon the tops: neither do the moft
learned know what fort of mortals inhabit beyond
thofe mountains, or whether they be inhabited at
all.  On the three other fides it is bounded by the
ocean. There is nor one fea-port in the whole king-
dom, and thofe parts of the coafts into which the
rivers iflue, are fo full of pointed rocks, and the {ea
generally fo rough, that there is no venturing with
the {malleft of their boats; fo that thefe people are
wholly excluded from any commerce with the reft
of the world. But the large rivers are full of veflels,
and abound with excellent fith, for they feldom get
any from the fea, becaufe the fea-fifh arc of the
fame fize with thofe in Europe, and confequently
not worth catching ; whereby it is manifeft, that
nature, in the produétion of plants and animals of
fo extraordinary a bulk, is wholly confined to this
continent, of which I leave the reafons to be de-
termined by philofophers, Howcever, now and then

they



Ghap.IV. AVOYAGETO BROBDINGNAG. 335

they take a whale, thathappens to be dathed againft
the rocks, which the common people feed on hear-
tily. Thefe whales I have known fo large, that 2
man could hardly carry one upon his thoulders;
and fometimes for curiofity they are brought in
hampers to Lorbrulgrud : 1 faw one of them in a
difh at the King’s table, which paficd for a rarity,
but I did net obferve he was fend of it; for I think
indced the bignefs difgufted him, although I have
feen one fomewhat larger in ‘Greenland.

The country s well inhabired, for it contains fif-
ty-one cities, near an hundred walled towns, and a
great number of villages. To fatisfy my curious
reader, it may be fufficient to defcribe Lorbrulgrud.
This city ftands upon almoft two equal parts on
each fide the river that pafies through. It contains
above cighty thoufand houfes, and about fix hund-
red thoufand inhabitants, It is in length three
glomglungs, (which make about fifty-four Englith
miles,) and two and a half in breadth, as I meafur-
ed it myfelf in the royal map made by the King’s
order, which was laid on the ground on purpofe
for me, and extended an hundred feet; 1 paced
the diameter and circumference feveral times bare
foot, and, computing by the fcale, meafured it
pretty exadtly.

The King’s palace is no regular edifice, but an
heap of building about feven milesround : the chief
rooms are generally two hundred and forty feet
high, and broad and long in proportion.. A coach
was allowed to Glumdalclitch and me, wherein her
governefs frequently took her out to fee the town,
or go among the thops ; and I was always of the
party, carried in my box; although the girl, at my
own defire, would often take me out, and hold me
in her hand, rhat T might more conveniently view
the houfes and the people, as we paffed along the

fireets. | reckoned our coach to beabout the fquare
of Wztminfter-hall, but not altogether fo highs
. Ea however,




36 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Pare II.

however, I cannot be very exaét. One day the go-
vernefs ordered our coachman to ftop at feveral
thops, where the beggars, watching their opportu-
nity, erowded to the fides of the coach, and gave
me the moit horrible {petacles that ever an Euro-
pean eye beheld, There was a woman with a can-
cer in her beaft, fwelled to a monitrous fize, full
of holes, in two or three of which 1 could have ea-
fily crepr, and covered my whole body. There was
a fellow with a wen in his neck larger than five
wool-packs, and another with a couple of wooden
legs, each about twenty feet high. DBut the moft
hatetul fight of all was the lice crawling on their
cloaths, I could fee diitinétly the limbs of thefe
vermin with my naked eye, much better than thofe
of an liura-l'ac:m loufe through a microfcope, and
their {nouts with which they routed like {wine.
They were the firft I had ever beheld, and I fhould
have been curious enough to dificct onc of them, if
I had bad proper inftruments, (which I unluckily
left behind me in the thip,) although indeed the
fight was {0 naufeous, that it perfeitly turned my
ftomach.

Befide the large box in which I was ufually car-
ried, the Queen ordered a fmaller one to be made
for me of about twelve feet fquare, and ten high,
for the convenience of travelling, becaufe the other
was fomewhat too large for Glumdalclitch’s lap, and
cumberfome in the coach : It was made by the fame
artift, whom I direéted in the whole contrivance.
This wravelling-clofec was an exaét iquare, with a
window in the middle of three of the fquares, and
each window was latticed with iron-wire un the out-
fide, to prevent accidents in long journeys. On the
fourth fide, which had no window, two ftrong fta-
ples were fixed, through which the perfon that
carried me, when I had a mind to be on horfeback,
put a leathern belt, and buckled it about his waift.
"This was always the office of fome grave trufty fer-

vant
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vant in whom I could confide, whether I attended
the King and %ecn in their progreﬂ‘cs, or were
difpofed to fee the gardens, or pay a vifit to fome
great lady or minifter of frate in the court, when
Glumdalclitch happened to be out of order : for I
foon began to be known and elteemed among the
greateft officers, 1 {uppofe more upon account of
their Majefties favour than any merit of my own.
In journies, when I was weary of the coach, a fer-
vant on horfeback would buckle on my box, and
place it upon a cuthion before him ; and there I had
a full profpect of the country on three fides from
my three windows. I had in this clofet a field-bed,
and a hammock hung from the cieling, two chairs
and a table, neatly fcrewed to the floor, to prevent
being tofled about by the agitation of the horfe or
the coach. And having been long ufed to fea-voy-
ages, thofe motions, although fometimes very vio-
lent, did not much difcompofe me.

Whgnever I had a mind to fee the town, it was
always in my travelling-clofet, which Glumdalclitch
held in her lap in a kind of open fedan, after the
fathion of the country, borne by four men, and
attended by two others in the Queen’s livery. The
people, who had often heard of me, were very cu-
Tious to crowd about the fedan, and the girl was
complaifant enough to make the bearers flop, and
to take me in her hand, that I might be more con-
veniently {een.

I was very defirous to fee the chief temple, and
particularly the rower belonging to it, which is rec-
koned the higheft in the kingdom. Accordingly
one day my nurfe carried me thither, but I may
truly fay L came back difappointed ; for the height
is not above three thoufand feet, reckoning from
the ground to the higheft pinnacle top; which,
allowing for the diffcrence between the fize of thofe
people and us in Europe, is no great matter for ad-
miration, not at all equal in proportion (if I rightly

remember,)
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remember, ) to Salifbury fteeple. But, not to detraét
from a nation to which, during my life, I fhall ac-
knowledge myfelf extremely obliged, it muft be al-
lowed, that whatever this famous tower wants in
height is amply made up in beaury and ftrengrh,
For the walls are near an hundred feet thick, buile
of hewn ftone, whercof each is about forty feet
f\lu.n'c, and adorned on all {ides with ftatues of gods
and emperors, cut in marble larger than the life,
placed in their feveral niches. I meafured a little
finger which had fallen down from onc of thefe fta-
tucs, and lay unperceived among fome rubbifh, and
found it exactly tour feet and an inch in length,
Glumdalclitch wrapped it up in her handkerchief;
and carried it home in her pocket to keep among
other trinkets, of which the girl was very fond, as
children at her age ufually are,

The King’s kitchen is indecd a noble buiiding,
vaulted at top, and about fix hundred feet high.
The great oven is not {o wide by ten pacesaas the
cupola at St. Paul’s; for I meafured the latter on
purpofe after my return. But, if I thould defe. ibe
the kitchen-grate, the predigious pots and kettles,
the joints of meat turning on the {pits, with many
other particulars, perhaps I fhould be hardly be-
lieved ; at leaft a fevere critic would be apt to think
I enlarged a little, as travellers are often fufpedted
to do. 'T'o avoid which cenfure, Ifear I have run
too much into the other extreme ; and that if this
treatife fhould happen to be tranflated into tha lan-
guage of Brobdingnag, (which is the general name
of that kingdom, ) and tranfmitted thither, the King
and his people would have reafon to tomplain, that
I had done them an injury by a falfe and diminu-
nutive reprefentation.

His Majefty feldom keeps above fix hundred
horfes in his ftables : they are gencerally from fifty-
four to fixty fect high. Burt, when he gaoes abroad
on folemn days, he is attended for ftate by a militia

guard
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guard of five hundred horfe, which indeed I thought
was the molt Iplendid fight that could be ever be-
held, till I faw part of his army in battalia, whereof
I fhall find another occafion to fpeak.

s A e 4Dy

€ A BV,

Several adventures that happened to th authwr. The
execution of a criminal, The author fbews his fkill
in navigation.

I SuHouLD have lived happy enough in that coun

try, if my littlenefs had noc expofed me to feve-
ral ridiculous and troublefome accidents : fome of
which I thall venture to relate. Glumdalclitch of-
ten carried me into the gardens of the court in my
fmaller box, and would fometimes take me out of
it, or hold me in her hand, or fet me down to walk.
I remember, before the dwarf left the Queen, he
followed us one day into thofe gardens, and my
nurfe having {et me down, he and I being clofe to-
gether, near fome dwart apple-trees, I muft need
thew my wit by s filly allufion between him and the
trees, which happens to hold in their language, 2
it doth in ours. Whercupon, the malicious rogue
watching his opportunity, when I was walking under
one of them, ihook it directly over my head, by
which a dozen apples, each or them near as large
as a Briftol barrel. came tumbling about my ears ;
one of them hit me on the back as I chanced to
ftoop, and knocked me= down flat on my face ; but
I received no other hurt, and the dwarf was par-
doned at my defire, becaufc I had given the provo-
cation.

Another day Glumdalclitch left me on a fmooth
grafs-plot to divert myfelf, while the walked at {fome

diftance
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diftance with her governels. In the mean time there
fuddenly fell fuch a violent fhower of hail, that I
was immediately by the force of it firuck to the
groumi - and when I was down, the hail-ftones
gave me fuch crucl bangs all over the body, as if I
had been pelted with tennis-balls ; however, I made
fhift to creep on all four, and fhelter mylelf by ly-
i1g flat on my face on the lee-fide of a border of
lemon-thyme, but fo bruifed from head to foor,
that I could not go abroad in ten days. Neither is
this at all to be wondered at, becaufe nature in
that country obferving the fame proportion through
all her operations, a hail-ftone is near eighteen hun-
dred times as large as one in Europe, which I can
aflert upon experience, having been fo curious asto
weigh and meafure them.

But a more dangerous accident happened to me
in the fame garden, when my little nurfe believing
the had put me in a fecure place, which I often in-
treated her to do, that 1 might enjoy my own
thoughts, and having left my box at home to avoid
the trouble of carrying it, went to another part of
the garden with her governefs, and {fome ladies of
her aquaintance. While the was abfent, and out
of hearing, a fmall white fpaniel belonging to one
of the chief gardeners, having got by accident into
the garden, happened to range near the place where
I lay : the dog, following the {cent, came directly
up, and, taking me in his mouth, ran ftrait to his
mafter, wagging his tail, and fet me gently on the
ground. By good forrune he had been fo well
taught, that I was carricd between his teeth without
the leaft hurt, or even tearing my cloaths. But the
poor gardener, who knew me well, and had a great
kindnefs for me, was in a terrible fright : he gent-
ly took me up in both Lis hands, and afked me how
1 did ; but I was fo amazed and cut of breath, that
1 could not fpeak a word. In a few minutes I came
o myfelf, and he carricd me fafe to my lictle nurfe,

who
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who by this time had returned to the place where
fhe left me, and was in cruel agonies when I did
not appear, nor anfwer when fhe called : She fe-
verely reprimanded the gardener on account of his
dog. But the thing was hufhed up, and never
known at court; for the girl was afraid of the
Queen’s anger, and truly, as to myfelf, I thought
it would not be for my reputation that fuch a ftory
thould go abour.

This accident abfolutely determined Glumdal-
clitch never to truft me abroad for the future out of
her fight. I had been long afraid of this refolution,
and therefore concealed from her fome little un-
lucky adventures, that happened in thofe times when
1 was left by myfelf. Once a kite, hovering over
the garden, made a ftoop at me, and, if I had not
refolutely drawn my hanger, and run under a thick
efpalier, he would have certainly carried me away
in his talons. Another time, walking to the top of
a frefth mole-hill, I fell to my neck in the hole, thro’
which that animal had caft up the earth, and coin-
ed fome lye, not worth remembering, to excufe my-
{cIf for fpoiling my cloaths, - I likewife broke my
right fhin againft the fhell of a fnail, which I hap-
pened to ftumbls over, as'T was walking alone, and
thinking on poor England.

I cannot tell, whether I were more pleafed or
mortified to obfrve, in thofe folitary walks, that
the fmaller birds did not appear to be at all afraid
of me, but would hop about within a yard’s diftance,
looking for worms and other food, with as much
indifference and fecurity, as if no creature at all
were near them. | remember, a thrufh had the
confidence to fnatch out of my hand, with his bill,
a picce of cake that Glumdalclirch had juft given
me for my breakfalt. When I attempted to catch
any of thefe birds, they would boldly turn againft
me, endeavouring to pik my fingers. which I'durft
not venture within their reach ; and then they would

Var.. V. F hop
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hop back unconcerned to hunt for worms or fnails,
as they did before. But one day I ook a thick cud-
gel, and threw it with all my ftrength fo luckily at
a linnet, that I knocked him down, and, feizing
him by the neck with both my hands, ran with him
in_triumph to my nurfe  However the bird, who
had only been ftunned, recovering himfelt gave
me fo many boxes with his wings on both fides of
my head and body, though I held him at arms
lengih, and was out of the reach of his claws, that
I was twenty tunes thinking to let him go. But [
was foon relicved by one of our fervants, who

. 11T

wrung off the bird’s neck, and I had bim next day

tor, dinner by the Queen’s command. This linner,
as near as I can remember, feemed to be fomewhar
larger than an England fwan.

The maids of honour often invited Glumdalclitch
to their apartments, and defired fhe would bring
me along with her, on purpofe to have the pleafure
of feeing and touching me. They would often itrip
me naked from top to toe, and lay me at fullleagth
in their bofoms, wherewith I was much difgufted ;
becaufe, to fay the truth, a very offenfive fmell came
from their fkins; which I do not mention, or in-
tend, to the difadvantage of thofe excellent ladies,
for whom I have all manner of refpect ; but I con-
ceive that my f{enfe was more acute, in proportion
to my littlenefs, and that thofe iljnfirions perfons
were no more difagreeable to their lovers, or t8 each
other, than people of the fame quality are with us
in England, And, after all, I found their natural
{iucll was much more fupportable than when they
ufed perfumes, under which I immediately fwooned
away. . I cannot forger, that an intimate friend of
mine in Lilliput took the freedom in a warm day,
when 1 had ufed a good deal of exercife, to com-
plain of a ftrong fmell about me, although I am as
littdle faulty that way, as moft of my fex : but I fup-
pofe his faculty of fmelling was as nice with regard

. o
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{6 me, as mine was to that of this people. Upon
this point, I cannot forbear doing juftice to the
Queen my miftrefs, and Glumdalclitch my nurfe,
whofe perfons were as fweet as thole of any lady in
England.

That which gave me moft uneafi nefs among thefe
maids of honour, (when my nurfe carried me to
them,) was 10 {ee them ufe me without any manner
of ceremony, like a creature who had no fort of
confequence : for they would firip themfelves to
the fkin, and put on their fmocks in my prefence,
while I was placed on their toilet, direétly before
their naked bodies, which T am fure to me was very
far from being a tempting fight, or from giving me
any other emotions than thofe of horror and dif-
guft. Therr fkins appeared {o coarfe and uneven,
fo varioufly ccloured, when I faw them near, with
2 mole here and there as broad as a trencher, and
hairs hanging from it thicker than pack-threads, to
fay nothing farther concerning the reft of their
perfons.g Neither did they at all feruple, while I
was by, to difcharge what they had drank, ro the
quantity of at leaft two hogfleeads in a *veflel that
held above three tuns. The handfomeft among
thefe maids of honour, a pleafant frolickfome girl
of fixteen, wapld fometimes fet me aftride upon
one of her nipple, with many other wricks, where-
in thg reader wil excufe me for not being over par-
ticular.  But I'was fo much difpleafed, that T in-
treated Glumdalclitch to contrive fome excufe for
not fecing that young lady any more.

One day a young gentleman, who was nephew to
my nurfe’s governefs, came and preffed them both
10 {ee fin execution, Itwas of a man who had mur-
dered one of that gentleman’s intimate acquaint-
ance. Glumdalclitch was prevailed on to be of the
company, very much againft her inclination, for
{he was paturally tender-hearted : and as for my-

:1f, although I abhorred fuch kind of fpeétacles,
g yei
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yet my curiofity tempted me to fee fomething, that
I thought muft be extraordinary. The malefactor
was fixed in a chair upan a fcaffold ereéted for that
purpafe, and his head cut off at one blow with a
{word of about forty feet long. The veins and ar-
teries fpouted up fuch a prodigious quantity of
blood, and {o high in the air, that the great Fet
d’eau at Verfailles was not equal for the time it laft-
ed; and the head, when it fcll on the fcaffold floor,
gave fuch a bounce as made me ftare, although I
were at leaft half an Englith mile diftant.

The Queen, who often ufed to hear me talk of
my fea-voyages, and took all occafions to divert me
when I was melancholy, afked me whether I un-
derftood how to handle a fail or an oar, and whe-
ther a little exercife of rowing might not be conve-
nient-for my health : T anfered, that I underftood
both very well: for although my proper employ-
ment had been to be furgeon or doctor to the fhip,
yet often upon a pinch I was forced to work like a
common mariner. But I could not {fte how this
could be done in their country, where th® fmalleft
wherry was equal o3 firfi-rate man of war among
us, and fuch a boat a8 I could manage would never
live in any of their rivers. © Her Majefty faid, 1
would contrive a boat, her own joiggr thould make
it, and {heswould provide a place for me to fail in,
T'he fellow was an ingenious workman, and b my
inftructions in ten days finithed a pleafure®boar,
with all its tackling, able conveniently to hold eight
Europeans. When it was finifhed, the Queen was
{o delighted, that fhe ran with it in her lap to the
King, who.ordered it to be put in a ciftern full of
water with me in it by way of trial ; where I could
not manage my two {culls, or little: oars, for want
of room. But the Queen had before contrived an-
other project. She ordered the joiner to make a
wooden trough of three hundred feet long, fifiy
Broad, and eight deep; which being well pitched,

to
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to prevent leaking, was placed on the floor along
the wall in an outer room of the palace. It had a
cock near the bottom to' let out the warter,” when it
began to grow ftale; and two {fervants couldveafily
llit in half an hour. Here | often ufed to row
for my own diverfion, as well as that of the Queen
and her ladies, who thought themfelves well enter-
tained with my fkill and agility. Sometimes Iwould
put up my fail, and then my bufinels was only to
fteer, while the ladies gave me a gale with their fans 3
and when they were weary, fome of the pages would
blow my fail for vard with their breath, while Ithewed
my art by {teering (tarboard orlarboard. as I pleafed.
W hen I had done, Glumdalclitch alwayscarried back
my boat into her clofet, and hungiton a nail to dry.
In this exercife I once met an accident, which
had like to have coft me my life: for one of the
pages having put my boat into the trough, the go-
vernefs, who attended Glumdalcliich. very offici-
oufly lifted me up to place me in the boar. but I
happened to {lip through her fingers, and {thould
infallibly“havc fallen down forty fect upon the floor,
if, by the luckieft chance in Gu: world, 1 had not
been ftopped by a corking-pin that ftuck in the
goad gentlewoman’s ftomacher ; the head of the
pin patled berygen my fhirt and the waiftband of
my brecches, and thus I was held by th&middle in
the air, till Glumdaiclicch ran to my. relief
Afother time, one of the fervants, whofe office
it was to fill my trough every third day with freth
water, was fo carelefs to let a huge frog (not per-
ceiving it) flip out o his pail, The frog lay conceal-
ed ol I was put into my boat, but then, feeing a
reiting-place, climbed up, and made it lean {o much
on one fide, that I was forced to balance it with all
my weight on the other to prevent overturning.
When the frog was got in, it hopped ac once half
the length of the boat, and then over my head,
backwards and forwards, daubing my face and
clothes
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clothes with irs odious flime. The largenefs of its
features made it appear the moft deformed animal
that can be conceived. *However, I defired Glum-
dalclitth to let me deal with it alone. I banged it
a good while with one of myfeulls, and at laft for-
ced it to leap out of the boat.

But the greareft danger I ever underwent in that
kingdom, was from a monkey, who belonged to
onc of the clerks of the kitchen. Glumdalcliteh had
locked me up in her clofer, while fhe went fome-
where wpon bufinefs, or a vific. The weather being
very warm, the clofet-window was left open, as well
as the windows and the door of my bigger box, in
which I 1ifually lived, becaufe of its largenefs and
conveniency. As I fat quietly meditating at my ta-
ble, 1 heard fomething bounce in ar the clofet-win-
dow, and fkip about from one fide to the other:
whereat although I were much alarmed, yet I ven-
tured to look out, but not ftirring from my feat-;
and then I {faw this frolickfome animal frifkking and
leaping up and down, till at laft he camge to my
box, which he feemed to view with great pleafure
and curiolity, peepimg in at the door and every win-
dow, T retreated to the farther corner of my room,
or box, but the monkey looking in at every fide
put me h§0 fuch a fright, that T wanted prefence
of mind @ conceal myfelf ander the bed, as1 might
cafily have donce ‘Afcer fome time fpentin pagping,
grinning, and chattering, he at laft efpied me, and
reaching one of his paws in at the door, as a cat
does when fhe plays with ‘a moufe, although I of-
ten fhifted place to aveid him, he at length feized
the lappet of my coat, (which, being made of that
country filk, was very thick and ftrong,) and drag-
gcd me out. He took me up in his right fore-foor,
and held me 25 a nurfe does a child fhe is going to
fuckle, juft asT have feen the fame fort 6f creature
do with a kitten in Furope ; and, when I offered
to firuggle, he fqueezed me {o hard, that T thought

i
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it more prudent to fubmit.. I have good reafon to
belicve, that he took me for a young one of hisown
{pecies, by his often ftroaking my face véry gently with
his other paw. Inthefe diverfions he was intesrupted
by a noile at the clofet-doory as if fomebody were
opening it ; whereupon he . fuddenly leaped up to
the window, at which he had come in, and thence
upon the leads and gurters, walking upon three legs,
and holding me in the fourth, till he clambered vp
to a roof that was next to ours. I heard Glumdal-
clitch give a fhreek at the moment he was carrying
me out. The poor girl was almoft difirated : that
quarter of the palace was allin an uproar ; the fer-
vants ran for ladders ; the monkey was {cen by hun-
dreds in the court, fitting upon the ridge of a build-
ing, holding me like a baby in one of his forepaws,
and feeding me with the other, by cramming into
my mouth fome victuals he had {queezed out of the
bag on one fide of his chaps, and patting me when
I would not eat; whereat many of the rabble be-
low could not forbear laughing ; neither do Ithink
they juilly ought to be blamed, for without queftion
the fight was ridiculous enough to every body but
myfelf. Some of the people threw up ftones, hop-
ing to drive the monkey down ; but this was firict-
ly forbidden, qr ellc very probably my brains had
been dafhed out. @

The ladders were now applied, 'ﬂnd mounted by
feverdl men, which the monkey obferving, and
finding himfelf almoft incompafled; not being able
to make fpeed enough with his three legs, let me
drop on a ridge-tyle, and made his efcape. Herel
{at for fome time,@five hundred yards from the
ground, expecting every moment 0 be blown down
by the wind, or to fall by my own giddinefs, and
come tumbling over and over from the ridge to the
eves : bur gn honeft lad, one of my nurie’s footmen,
climbed up, and putting me into his breeches: poc-
ket brought me down fafe.

1 was
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I was almoft choaked with the filthy fiuff the
monkey had crammed down my throat; but my
dear little nurfe picked it out of my mouth with a
fmall needle, and then I fell a-vomiting, which
gave me great relief, - Yet I was fo weak, and bruif-
ed in the fides with the fqueezes given me by this
odious animal, that I was forced to keep my bed a
fortnight. The King, Quéeny and all the court,
fent every day to enquire afier my health, and her
Majefty made me feveral vifits during my ficknefs,
The monkey was killed, and an order made that
no fuch animal fhould be kept about the palace.

When I artended the King after my recovery to
return him thanks for his favours, he was pleafed
to rally me a good deal upon this adventure, He
afked me, what my thoughts and fpeculations were
while I lay in the monkey’s paw ; how I liked the
victuals he gave me; his manner of feeding ; and
whether the freth air on.the roof had fharpened
my ftomach. He defired to know, what I would
have done upon fuch an occafion in my own coun-
try. Ltold his Majefty, that in Europe we had no
monkeys, except fuch as were brought for curiofi-
ties from other places, and fo fmall, that I could
deal with a dozen of them together, if they prefum-
ed to atrack me. And as for that monftrous animal
with who® I was fo lately engaged, (it was indeed
as large as an elephant,) if my fears had fuffered
me to think fo far as to make ufe of my hanger,
(looking fiercely, and clapping my hand upon the
hile, as I {poke,) when he poked his paw into my
chamber, perhaps I fhould have given him fuch a
wound, as would have made hitm glad to withdraw
it with more hafte than he put it in, This I deli-
vered in 2 firm tone, like 2 perfon who was jealous
left his courage thould be called in queftion. How-
ever, my {peech produced nothing elfatbefides a
loud laughter, which all the refped, due to his
Majefty from thofe about him, could not make

them
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them contain. This made me refleét, how vain an
attempt it is for a man to endeavour to do himfelf
hongur among thofe, who are out of all degree of
equality or comparifon with him. And yet [ have
{een the moral of my own behaviour very frequent
in England fince my return, where a little contemp-
tible varlet, without the leaft title to birth, perfon,
wit. or common fenfe, fhall prefume to look with
importance, and put kimfelf upon a foot with the
greatc(t perfons of the kingdom.

I was every day furnifhing the court with fome
ridiculous ftory ; and Glumdalclitch, although fhe
loved me to excsfs, yet was arch enough to inform
the Queen, whenever 1 committed any folly that
fhe thought would be diverting to her Majefty. The
girl, who had been out of order, was carried by
her governefs to take the air about an hour’s dif-
tance, or thirty miles from town. They alighted
out of the coach near a fmall foot-path in a ficld,
and, Glumdalclizch fetting down my travelling-box,
I wene out of it to walk. There was a cow-dung
in the path, and I muft need try my adtivity by at-
tempting fo leap over it. I took a run, but unfor-
tunately jumped fhort, and found myfelf juft in the
middle up to my knees. I waded through with fome
difficulty, and one of the footmen wiped me as clean
as he coald with his handkerchief; for Pwas filthi-
ly bemired, and my nurfe confined me to my box,
till we returned home ; where the Queen was foon
snformed of what had paffed, and the footmen
fpread it about the court; {o that all the miuth for
fome days was at my expenfc.

VoL. V., G CHAY.
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SL 06D IO0L OPEVLOTLOLLED

CHATP, "VI*

Several contrivances of the author to pleafe the King
‘ ) £

and Duecn.  He fherws bis (il in mufic.” The Ki g
inguires into the flate of ['f'.'p“/.uw', which the author
relates to him., The King’s obfervations thereon.

USED to attend the King’s levee once or twice

a week, and had often feen him under the bar-
ber's hand, which indeed was ar firf} very terrible
to behold : for the razor was almoft twice as long
s an ordinary fcythe. His Majefty, according to
the cuftom of the country, was only fhaved twice
a-week. 1 once prevailed on the barber ro give m
fome of the fuds or lather, out of which I picked
forty or fifty of the ftrongeft ftumps of hair. 1 then
took a picce of fine wood, and cut it like the back
of a comb, making feveral holes in it at equal dif-
tance with as fmall a needle as I could get from

* In this chapter the author gives an account of the political flate
of Earope, His obfervations are de livered with his ufual fpirit of hue
mour and feverity, He appears moft particularly affefted with the
proccedings ofithe courts of judicature, and complains of being aimoft
ruined by a chancery fuit, which was derermived in bis favour avit
eofts. Tt muft be contefed, that inftances of this kind are too frequent
in our courts of juftice ; and they leave us nu room to boaft of the ex-
ecution of our prefent laws, however excellent the laws, in their own
(-rigir,.“.l foundari Judeement, =vben turmed into
wirmvscd, is bitter ; lays, as Lord Bacon obferves, turn it in-
to vinegar- It becomes fharp and corrosing: and certai ly it is more
elgible to die immedia ely by the wound of an enemy, than to desay
lingzring by poifon, adminiitered from a feeming friend. Orrery,

The noble commentator is miftaken as 1o his firft obfervation 5 for
Gulliver has here given a poli.ical account of no cous ry but Eng-
land. It is however a mifiake to which any commentator would
have becn liable, who had read little more than the titles or contents
of the chapters, into which this werk is divided ; for the word Ex-
rope has, in fome E b, and all the Irith editions, been printed in

the title of this chanter, inflead of England,
Glumdalclitch,
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Glumdalclitch. 1 fixed in the {ftumps fo artificially,
feraping and {loping them with my knife towards
the points, that I made a very tolerable comb ;
which was a feafonable fupply, my own' being fo
much broken in the teeth, that it was almoft ufe-
lefs : neither did T know any artift in that country
{o nice and exat, as would undertake to make me
another. )

And this puts me in mind of an amufemenr,
wherein I {pent many of my leifure hours. | defir-
ed the Queen’s woman to fave for me the combings
of her Majefty’s hair, whereof in time I got a good
quantity, and confulting with my friend the cabi-
net-maker, who had reccived general orders to do
little jobe for me, I direfted him to make two-chair-
frames, no larger than thofe I had in my box, and
then to bore little holes with a fine awlround thofe
parts where I defigned the backs and feats ; through
thele holes I wove the ftrongeft hairs I could pick
out, juft afrer the manner of cane-chairsin England.
When they were finithed, T made a prefent of them
t&rher Majefty, who kept them in her cabinet, and
¥4 o0 fhew them for curiofities, as indeed they
were the wonder of every ome that beheld them.
The Queen would have had me {it upon one of
thofe chairs, but I abfolutely refufed to obey her,
protefting I would rather die a thoufand deaths,
than place a difhonourable part of my body on thofe
precieus hairs that ooce adorned her Majefty’s head.
Ot thefe hairs (as [ had always a mechanical genius,)
I likewife made a neat little purfe about five feet
long, with her Majefly’s name decyphered in gold
letters, which [ gave to Glumdalclitch by the
Queen’s confent. To fay the truth, it was more
for thew than ufe, being not of ftrength to bear the
weight of the larger coins, and thercfore fhe kept
nothing in it but fome little toys that girls are tond
©r.

he Kiag, who delighted in mufic, had frequent
G 2 CORCErTS
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concerts at court, to which I was fometimes carried,
and fet in my box on a table 10 hear them : but the
noife was {fo great, that [ conld hardly diflinguith
the tunes. I am confident, that all the drums and
trumpets of a royal army, beating and founding
together jult at your ears, could not equal it. My
practice was to have my box removed from the place
where the performers fat, s far as I could, then to
thut the doors and windows of it, and draw the
window-curtains ; after which I found their mufic
not difagreeable,

I had learned in my youth to play a little upon
the fpinet,  Glumdalclitch kept one in her cham-
ber, and a mafter attended twice a week to teach
her: I called it a fpinet, becaufe it fomewhat re-
fembled that infirnment, and was played upon in
the fame manner. A fancy came into my head,
that I would entertain the King and Queen with an
Englith tune upon this infirument. DBut this ap-
peared cxtremely difficule: for the {pinct was near
fixty feet long, each key being almoit a foot wide,
fo that with my arms extended I conld not reach to
above five keys, and to prefs them down required a
good fmart ftroke with my fift, which would be roo
great a labour, and to no purpofe. The methad I
contrived was this: I prepared two round {ticks
about the bignefs of common cudgel: ; they were
thicker at one end than the other, and I covered
the thieker ends with a picce of moufe’s {kin, thar,
by rapping on them, I might neither damage the
tops ot the keys, nor interrupr the found. Before
the fpinet a bench was placed about four feet below
the keys, and T was put upon the bench. I ran fide-
ling upon it that way and this, as faft as I could,
banging the proper keys with my two fticks, and
made a fhift w play a Jig to the great fatisfadtion of
both their Mujefties : but it was the moft viclent
exercife | ever underwentr, and yet I could not firike
above fixtcen keys, nor confcquently play the bafs

anal
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and treble together, as other artifts doj; which was
a great difadvantage to my performance.

The King, who, as I before obferved, was a
prince of excellent underftanding, would frequent-
ly order, thatl {hould be brought in my box, and
fet upon the table in his clofet; he would the
command me to bring one of my chairs out of the
box, and fit down within three yards diftance upon
the top of the cabinet, which brought me almoit to
a level with his face. In this manner I had feveral
converfations with him. I one day took the free-
dom to tell his Majefty, that the contempt he dif-
covered towards Furope, and the reft of the world,
did not feem anfwerable to thofe excellent qualities
of mind that he was mafter of : that reafon did not
extend itfelf with the bulk of the body ; on the
contrary, we oblerved in our couatry, that the
talleft perfons were ufually leaft provided with it:
thar, among other animals, bees and ants had the
reputation of more induftry, art, and fagacity, than
many of the larger kinds ; and that, as inconfider-
able as he took me to be, I hoped I might live to
do his Majefty fome fignal fervice. The King heard
me with attention, and began to conceive 2 much
better opinion of me than he had ever before. He
defired I would give bim as exact an account of the
government of England, as I poflibly could ; be-
caufe, as fond as princes commonly are of their
own cuftoms, (for fo he conjeétured of other mo-
narchs by my former difcourfes,) he fhould be glad
to hear of any thing that might deferve imitation.

Imagine with thylelf, courteous reader, how of-
ten I then wilhed for the tongue of Demofthencs
or Cicero, thar might have enabled me to celebraie
the praife of my own dear native country, in a itile
equal 1o its merits and felicity.

I began my difcourfe by informing his Majefty,
that our dominions confifted of two iflands, which
compofed three mighty kingdoms under one foves

rcign,
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Te fides our plantations in America, T dwelt
long upon the fertility of our foil, and the tempe-
rature or our ¢limate. I then {poke at large upon
the conftitution of an Englifh parliament, partly
made up of an illuftrious bady called the Houfe of
Peers, perfons of the nobleft blood, and of the
moft ancient and ample patrimonies. 1 deferibed
that extraordinary care always taken of their educa-
tion in arts and arms, to qualify them for being
counfellors both to the king and kingdom ; to have
a fhare in the legiflature ; to be members of the
hichelt court of judrcature, from whence there
couid be no appcal; and to be champions always
ready for the defence of their prince and country,
by their valour, conduét, and fideliry, That thefe
were the ornament and bulwark of the kingdom,
worthy followers of their moft renowned anceftors,
whoft hooour had been the reward of their virtue,
from which their pofterity were never once known
to degenerate, To thefe were joined feveral holy
perfonsas part of that aflembly, under the title of
bifhops, whofe peculiar bufinefs it is to take care of
cligion, and of thofe who infiru@ the people
therein, Thefe were fearched and fought out
through the whole nation, by the prince and his
‘ wifeft counfellors among fuch of the priefthood, as
were moft defervedly diftinguifhed oy the fandtity
of their lives, and the depth of their erudition,
who werc indecd the {piritual farhers of the clergy
znd the people.

‘T'hat the other part of the parliament confifted
of an aflimbly called the houfe of commons, who
were all principal gentlemen. freely picked and cull-
ed out by the people themfclves, for their great a-
bilities and love of their country, to reprefent the
wifdom of-the whole nation. And that thefe two
bedies made up the moft auguft affembly in Europe,
to whom, in conjunétion with'the prince, the whole
legdlarure is committed, ’

gy
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I then defcended to the courts of juftice, oves
which the judges, thofe venerable fuges and inter-
preters of the law, prefided for determining the
difputed rights and properties of mefi,"as well as
for the punifhment of vice and protection of inno-
cence. 1 mentioned the prudent management of
our treafury, the valour and atchicvements of our
forces by feaand land. I computed the number of
our people, by reckoning how many millions there
might be of each religious {:&, or polisical party a-
mong us. I did not omit even our fports and
paftimes, or any other particular, which I thought
might redound to the honour of my country. And
I finithed all with a brief hiftorical accounc of af-
fairs and events in England for about an hundred
years paft.

This converfation was not ended under five au-
diences, each of feveral hours ; and the king heard
the whole with great attention, frequently taking
notes of what I fpoke, as well as memorandums ot
what queftions he intended to afk me.

When I had put an end to thefe long difcourfes,
his Majefty in a fixth audience confulting his notes,
propoled many doubts, queries, and objeltions up-
on every article. He afked what methods were ufed
to cultivate the minds and bodies of our young no-
bility, and in what kind of bufinefs they commonly
fpent the firft and teachable part of their lives.
What courfe was taken to {upply that aflembly
when any noble family became extin€t. What qua-
lifications were neceflary in thefe who are to be
created new lords : whether the humour of the
prince, a fum of money to a court-lady or a prime
minifter, ora defign of firengthening a party op-
pofite to the public intereft, ever happened to be
motives in thofe advancements, Whar fhare of
knowledge thefelords had iathe laws of their conn-
try, and how they came by it, fo as to enable them
to decide the properties of their fellow-fubjedts in

’ the
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the laft refort. Whether they were always fo free
from avarice, partialities, or wanr, that a bribe or
fome other finifter view could have no place amona
them, Whether thofe holy lords I {poke of, were
always promoted to that rank upon account of
their knowledge in religious marters, and the fanc.-
tity of their lives; had never been compliers with
the times while they were common priefts, or 1la-
vith proftitute chaplains, ro fome nobleman, whof=
opinions they continned fervilely to follow afier
they were admitted into that affembly.
He then defired to know, what ares were practi-
fed in electing thofe whom I called commoners :
whether a ftranger with a firong purfe might not
influence the vulgar voters to chufe him before
their own landlord, or the moft confiderable gen-
tleman in the neighbourhood. How it came to pals,
that people were o violently bent upon getting into
this affembly, which I allowed to be a great trou-
ble and expence, often to the ruin of cheir families,
without any falary or penfion; becauft this appear-
¢d fuch an exalted firain of virtue and public fpi-
rit, that his Majefty feemed to doubt it might pof-
fibly not be always fincere : and he defired to know
whether fuch zealous gendemen could have any
views of refunding themfelves for the ghargesiand
tiouble they were at, by facrificing the'public good
to the defigns of a weak and vicious prince, in con-
‘junétion with a corrupted miniftry. He multiplied
his queftions, and fifted me thoroughly upon eve-
ry part of this head, propofing aumberlefs enqui-
rics and objections, which I think it not prudent
Cr convenient to repeatt
Upon what 1 faid in relation to our courts of ju-
flice, his Majefty defired to be fatisfied in feveral
points : and this I was the better able to do, ha-
ving been formerly almoft ruined by a long fuit in
chancery, which was decreed for me with cofts. He
alked what time was ufually fpest in determining
> between
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between right and wrong, and what degree of ex-
pence. Whether advocates and orators had liber-
ty to plead in catifes manifeftly known to be unjuft,
vexatious, or oppreflive.  Whether party in reli-
gion or politics were obferved to be of any weight
in the fcale of juftice. Whether thofe pleading ora-
tors were perfons educated in the general knowledge
of equity, or only in provincial, national, and o-
ther local cuftoms. Whether they or their judges
had any part in penning thofe laws, which they af-
{umed the liberty of interpreting and glofling upon
at their pleafure Whether they had ever, at dif-
ferent times, pleaded for and againft the fame
caufe, and cited precedeénts to prove contrary opi-
nions. Whether they were a rich or a poor cor-
poration. Whether they received any pecuniary
veward for pleading or delivering their opinions.
And particularly, whether they were ever admitted
as members in the lower fenate.

He fell next upon the management of our trea-
fury; and faid; be thought my memory had fail-
ed me, becaufe I computed our taxes at about five
or fix millions a-year, and when I came to mention
the ifiues, he found they amounted to fometimes
more than double : for the notes he had taken
were very particular in this point, becaufe he
hoped, as he told me, that the knowiedge of our
conduét might be ufeful to him, and'he could not
be deceived in his calculations, But, if what I told
him were true, he was ftill at a lofs how a king-
dom could run out of its eftate like a private per-
fon. He afked me, who were our creditors : and
where we found money to pay them. He wonder-
éd to hear me talk of fuch chargeable and expen-
five wars ; that certainly we muft be a quarrelfome
people, or live among very dad neighbours, and
that our generals muit needs be richer than our
kings. He afked what bufinefs we had out of our
own iflands, unlefs upon the fcore of trade or trea-

You. V. I iy,
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ty, or to defend the coafls with our flect.  Above
all, he was amazed to hear me talk of a mercenary
ftanding army in the midft of peace, and among a
tree people. He faid, if we were governed by our
own confent, in the perfons of our reprelentatives,
he could not imagine of whom we were afraid, or
againft whom we were to fight; and would hear
my opinion, whether a private man’s houie might
not better be defended by himfelf, his children,
and family, than by half a dozen rafcals, picked
up at a venture in the flreet for fmall wages, who
might get an hundred times more for cutting their
throats.

He laughed at my odd kind of arithmetic (as he
was pleafed to call it) in reckoning the numbers of
our people by a computation drawn from the feveral
{e€ts among us in religion and politics. He faid,
he knew no reafon why thofe, who entertain opi-
nions prejudicial to the public, thould be obliged to
change, or fhould not be obliged to conceal them.
Aund as it was tyranny in any government to require
the firlt, fo it was weaknefs not to inforce the fe-
cond : for a man may be allowed to keep poifons
in hiis clofet, but not to vend them about for cor-
dials,

He obferved, that among the diverfions of our
nobility and gentry, I had mentioned gaming ; he
defired to know at what age this enterrainment was
ufually taken up, and when it was laid down ; how
much of their time it employed : whether it ever
went fo high as to affect their fortunes : whether
mean vicious people, by their dexterity in that art,
might notarrive at great riches, and fometimes keep
our very nobles in dependence, as well as habituate
them to vile companions, wholly take them from
the improvement of their minds, and force them
by the lofies they reccived, to learn and praétile
that infamous dexterity upon others,

He was perfectly aftonifhed with the hiftorical

account
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account I gave him of our affairs during the laft
century, protefting it was only a heap of confpira-
cies, rebellions, murders, maflacres, revolutions,
barifhments, the very worlt effc&s that avarice,
faltion, hypocrify, per—ﬁdi-.u!‘ncﬁs, cruelty, rage,
madnpefs, hatred, envy, luft, malice, and ambition
could produce.

His Majefty, in another andience, was at the
pains to recapitulate the fum of all I had fpoken ;
compared the queftions he made, with the anfwers
1 had given; then taking me into his hands, and
ftroaking me gently, delivered himfelf in thefé
words, which I {hall never forget, nor the manner
he fpoke them in: My Jittle friend Grildrig, you
have made a moft admirable panegyric upon your
country : you have clearly provcd, that ignorance,
idlenefs, and vice are the proper ingredients for
qualifying a legiflator ; that laws are beft explained,
interpreted, and applied by thofe whofe intereft and
abilities lie in perverting, confounding, and eluding
them. T obferve among you fome lines of an in-
ftitution, which, in its original might have been to-
lerable, but thefe half eraled, and the reft wholly
blurred and blotted by corruptions. It doth not
appear from all you have faid, how any one per-
fection is required toward the procurement of any
one {tation among you; much lefs that men are en-
nobled on account of their virtue, that priefts are
advanced for their piety or learning, foldiers for
their conduét or valour, judges for their integrity,
fenators for the love of their country, OF counfel-
lors for their wifdom. As for yourdelf, continued
the King, who have fpent the greateft part of your
lifs in travelling, I am well difpofed to hope you
may hitherto have efcaped many vices of your
country. But by what I have gathered from
your own relation, and the anfwers I have with
much pains wringed and extorted from you, I can«
not but conclude the bulk of your natives to be the

N moft
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moft pernicious race of little odious vermin, that
nature ever fuffered to crawl upon the {urface of
the earth.

CHAPR VI

The author’s love of his country, He makes a propafal
of much advantage to the King, which is refedled.
The King's great ignorance in politics. T he learn-
ing of that country wvery imper fect and confined, The
laws, and military affairs, and parties in the flate,

OTHING but an extreme love of truth could
bave hindered me from concealing this part of

my ftory. It was in vain to difcover my refentments,
which were always turned into ridicule ; and I was
forced to reft with patience, while my noble and
moft beloved country was fo injurioufly treated. I
am as heartily forry as any of my readers can poffibly
be, that iuch an occafion was given : but this princé
happened to be fo curious and inquilitive upon eve-
ry particular, that it ceuld not confift either with
gratitude or good manners to refufe giving him
what fatisfadtion I was able. Yet thus much I may
be allowed to fay in my own vindication, that | art-
fully eluded many of his queftions, and gave to eve-
Ty point a more favourable turn, by many degrees,
than the firi¢tnefs of truth would allow. For I have

* This chapter contains fuch farcafms on the frufture’ of the hu-
man body, 3s foo plainly thew, thar the author was unwilling to lofe
any opoortenity of debafing and ridiculing his own fpecies. Here
a reflection naturally occurs, which, without any fuperftition, leads
tacicly to admire and confefs the ways of Providence. For thic great
genius, this mighty wit, who feemed to fcoff and feorn at all man-
iind, lived not only to be an example to punifth his own pride, and
to terrify owrs, but undsrwent fome of the greatelt miferies to which
human nature 1s lable. Orrery,

always
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always that laudable partiality to my country, which
Dionyfius Halicarnaffenfis with fo much juftice re-
commends to an hiftorian: 1 would hide the frail-
ties and def ormities of my political mother, and
place her virtues and beauties in the moft advanta-
geous light. This was my fincere endeavour in
thofe many difcourfes I had with that monarch, al-
though it unfortunately failed of fuccefs,

But great allowances thould be given to a King,
who lives whoily fecluded from the reft of the
world, and muft therefore be altogether unacquaint-
ed with the manners and cuftoms that moft prevail
in other nations: the want of which knowledge will
ever produce many prejudices, and a certain nar-
rownels of thinking, from which we and the po-
liter countries of Europe are wholly exempted. And
it would be hard indeed, if {fo remote a prince’s no-
tions of virtue and vice were to be offered as a ftan-
dard for all mankind.

To confirm what I have now faid, and further
to fhew the miferable effeéts of a confined educa-
tion, I fhall here infert a paffage which will hardly
obtain belicf. In hopes to ingratiate myfelf farther
into his Mujefty’s favour, I told him of an inven-
tion difcovered between three and four hundred
years ago to make 2 certain powdsr, into an heap
of which the fmalleft fpark of fire falling, would
kindle the whole in 32 moment, although it were as
big as a mountain, and make it all fly up in the air
together, with a noife and agitation greater than
thunder. That a proper quantity of this powder,
rammed into an hollow tube of brals or iron, ac-
cording to its bignefs, would drive a ball of iron or
lead with fuch violence and fpeed, as nothing was
able to fuftain its force, Thar the largeft balls thus
difcharged would not only deftroy whole ranks of
an army at once, but batter the ftrongeft walls to
the ground, fink down fhips, with a thoufand men
in each, to the bottom of the fea; and, when link-

ed
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ed together by a' chain, would cut through mafts
and rigging, divide hundreds of bodies in the mid-
dle, and lay all wafte before them. That we often
put this powder into large hollow balls of iron, and
difcharged them by an engine into fome city we
were befieging, which would rip up the pavements,
tear the houfes to pieces, burft and throw {plinters
on every fide, dathing out the brains of all who
came near, That I knew the ingredients very well,
which were cheap and common ; I underftood the
manner of compounding them, and could direét his
workmen how to make thofe tubes of a fize pro-
portionable to all other things in his Majefty’s king-
dom, and the largeft need not be above an hundred
feet long ; twenty or thirty of which tubes. charged
with the proper quantity of powder and balls, would
batter down the walls of the firongeft town in his
dominions in a few hours, or deftroy the whole
metropolis, if ever it {hould pretend to difpute his
abfolute commands, This 1 humbly offered to his
Majefty, as a fmall tribute of acknowledgment in
return of {o many marks that I had received of his
royal favour and protetion.

‘The king was {truck with horror at the defcrip-
tion I had given of thoft terrible engines, and the
propofal 1 had made, He was amazed, how fo im-
potent and groveling an infeét as I (thele were his
expreflions) could entertain fuch inhuman ideas,
and in fo familiar a manner, as to appear wholly
unmoved at all the feenes of blood and defolation,
which I had painted as the common effeéts of thofe
deftructive machines. whereof he faid fome evil ge-
nius, enemy to msnkind, muft have been the Arfk
contriver. ~ As for himfelf, he protefted, that al-
though few things delighted him fo much as new
difcoveries in art or in nature, yet he would rather
lofe half his kingdom, than be privy to fuch a fe-
cret, which he commanded me, as I valued my life,

REVEr to mention any more,
A
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A ftrange effcét of narrow principles and thort
views ! that a prince poficfled of every quality
which procures veneration, love, and efteem ; of
ftrong parts, great wilfdom, and profound learning,
endowed with admirable ralents for government,
and almoft adored by his fubjects, fhould from a
nice unneceflary fcruple, whereof in Hurope we
can have no conception, let flip an opportunity put
into his hands, that would have made him ablolute
mafter of the lives, the lib rties, and the fortunes
of his people. Neither do I fay this with the lealk
intention to detrack from the many virtues of that
excellent king, whofe character, 1 am fenfible, will
on this account be very much leflzned in th- opi-
nion of an Englith reader: but I take this defeck
among them to have rifen from their ignorance, by
not having hitherto reduced politics into a {cience,
as the more acute wits of Europe have done. For
I remember very well in a difcouric one day with
the King., when I happened to .ay there were feve-
ral thoufand books among us writtzn upon the art
of government, it gave him (direétly contrary to
my intention,) a very medn opinion of our under-
ftandings. He proiefled both to abominate and
defpife all myftery. refinement, and intrigue, either
in a Prince or a Mimfter. He could not tell what
I meant by fecrets of ftate. where an enemy, or
{fome rival nation, were pot in the cale. He con-
fined the knowledge of go:erning withiu very nar-
row bounds, o commen f{enfe and reafon, to ju-
{tice and lenity, to the fpeedy determinadion of ci-
vil and criminal caufes; with [ome other obvious
topics, which are not worth confidering, And he
gave it for his opinion, that whocver could make
two ears of corn, or two blades of grals, to grow
upon a fpot of ground where only one grew be-
fore, would deferve better of mankind, and do
more eftntial fervice to his country, than the

1

whole race of politicians put togenier.
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The learning of this people is very defeétive; con-
filting only in morality, hiftory, poetry. and ma:
thematics, wherein they muft be allowed to excel.
But the laft of thefe is wholly applied to what may
be ufeful in life, to the improvement of agricul-
ture, apd all mechanical arts ; fo that among us it
would be little efteemed. And as to ideas, entities,
abltradtions, and tranfcendantals, I could never
drive the leaft conception into their heads;

No law of that country muft exceed in words
the number of letters in their alphabet, which con=
filts only in two and twenty, But indeced few of
them extend even to that length. They are expref-
fed in the moft plain and fimple terms, whercin
thofe people are not mercurial enough to difcover
above one interpretation : and to write a comment
upon any law is a capital crime. As to the decifion
of civil caufes, or proceedings againft criminals,
their precedents are fo few, that they have lintle
reafon to boaft of any extraordinary fkill in cither,

They have had thie art of printing, as well as the
Chinefe, time out of mind : but their libraries are
not very large ; for that of the King, which is rec-
koned the largeft, doth not amount to above a
thoufand volumes, placed in a gallery of twelve
hundred feet long, from whence I had liberty to bor=
row what books I pleafed. The Queen’s joiner had
contrived, in one of Glumdalclitch’s rooms, a kind
of wooden machine five and twenty feet high, form-
ed like a ftanding ladder, the fteps were each fifty
feet long : it was indeed a moveable pair of flairs,
the loweft end placed at ten feet diftance from the
wall of the chamber. The book I had a-mind to
read was put up leaning againft the wall: I firt
mounted to the upper ftep of the ladder, and turn-
ing my face towards the book, began at the top of
the page, and fo walking to the right and left about
eight or ten paces, according to the length of the
lines, till I had gotten a litdle below the level of

mine
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mine eyes, and then defcending gradually till T came
to the bottom : .after which I mounted again, and
began the other page in the fame manner, and fo
turned over the leaf, which I could eafily do with
both my hands, for it was as thick and tiff as 2
pafte-board, and in the largeft folios not above
eighteen or twenty feet long.

Their ftyle is clear, mafculine, and fmooth, but
not florid 5 for they avoid nothing more than mul-
tiplying unneceflary words, or ufing various expref—
fions. I have perufed many of their books, efpe-
cially thofe in hiftory and morality. Among the
ceft T was much diverted with a little old treatife,
which always lay in Glumdalclitch’s bed-chamber,
and belonged to her governels, a grave elderly gen-
tlewoman, who dealt in writings of morality and
devotion. The book treats of the weaknefls of hu-
man kind, and is in little efteem, except among the
women and the vulgar. However [ was curious to
fve what an author of that country could fay upon
fuch a fubjeét. This writer went through all the
ufual topics of European moralifts, thewing how
diminutive, contemptible, and helplefs an animal
was man in his own nature : how unable to defend
himfelf from inclemencies of the air, or the fury of
wild beafts : how much he was excelled by one
creature in ftrength, by another in {peed, by a third
in forefight, by a fourth in induftry. He added, that
nature was degenerated in theft latter declining ages
of the world, and could now produce only fmall
abortive births, in comparifon of thofe in ancient
times. He faid it was very reafonable to think, not
only that the fpecies of men were originally much
larger, butalfo that there muft have been giants in
former ages ; which, as itis afferted by hiftory and
weadition, fo it hath been confirmed by huge bones
and fkulls cafually dug up in {cveral parts of thg
kingdom, far exceeding the common dwindled race
of manin our days. He argued, that the very laws of

VoL, V- i | naturs
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nature abfolutely required we fhould have been made
in the beginning of a fize more large and robuit, not
{o liable ro deftruétion from every little accident of
a tile falling from an houfe, or a ftone caft from
the hand of a boy, or being drowned in a litle
brook. Fiom this way of reafoning, the author
drew feveral moral applications, ufeful in the con-
duct of life, but needlefs here to repeat, For my
own part, I could not aveid nilufti;;g how univer-
faily this talent was fpread, of drawing leétures in
morality, or indeed rather matter of dilcontent and
repining, from the quarrels we raife wizh Nature,
And, I believe, upon a {tri¢t enquiry, thofe quar-
rels might be thewn as iil-gr(,und;d among us, as
they are among that people *

As to their military affairs, they boaft that the
King’s army confifts of an bundred and feventy-fix
thoufand foor, and thirty-two thoufand horfe : if
that. may be calied an army, which is made up of
tradefnen in the feveral cities, and farwers in the
coumry, whofe commanders are only the nobility
and gentry without pay or reward, I hey are indeed
pertect enough in their exerciles, and under very
good difcipline, wherein I faw no great merit ; for
how fhould it be otherwife, where every farmer is
under the command of his own landlord, and every
citizen under that ot the principal men in his own
city, chofen after the manner of Venice by ballot ?

I have often feen the militia of Lorbrulgrad
drawn out to exercife in a great field, near the city,
of twenty miles fquare. They were in 4l not above
twenty-five thoufand foot, and fix thoufand horfe :
bur it was impoflible for me to compute their num-
ber, confidering the fpace of ground they took up.

* The author’s zeal to jufbify Providence has befure been remark-
€d; and thefe quirrels Natiure, or, in other worde, with Co?,
could not have been more forcibly reproved, than by thewing, that the
complaints upon which they are founied, would be equaly fpecious
among beings of fuch altonithing fuperiority of ftature and ftrengzh,

A
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A cavalier, mounted on a large fteed, might be
about pinety feet high. [ have feen this whole bo-
dy of horfe, upon a word of command, draw their
{words at once, and brandith them in the air. Ima-
gination can figure nothing {o grand, fo furprifing,
and fo aftonifhing ! it looked as if ten thoufand
flathes of lightning were darting at the fame time
from every quarter of the fky.

I was curious to know how this prince, to whole
dominions there is no accefs from any other coun-
try, came to think of armies, or to teach his peo-
ple the practice of military difcipline. DBut 1 was
foon informed both by converfation and reading
their hiftories : for in the courfe of many ages they
have beea teoubled with the fame difeafe to which
the whole race of mankind is fubjeét; the nobility
often contending for power, the people for liberty,
and the King for abfolute dominicn. All which,
however, happily tempered by the laws of that
kingdom, have been fometimes violated by each of
the three parties, and have more than once occafi-
oned civil wars, the laft whereof was happily put
an end to by this prince’s grandfather in a general
compofition ; and the militia, then fettled with com-
mon confent, hath been ever fince kept in the ftrict-
eft duty.

(Vo . 87, Cotmp e A
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The f‘;’,:,,;g and @ueen make a fif-'sgrfj} to the frontiers.
The author attends them. The manner in which be
feaves the country very parii:zu’.zn’y related, He re-

turns ta Er!g!and.

Hap always a ftrong impulfe, - that I thould
fome time recover my liberty, though it was im-
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poffible to conjecture by what means, or to form
any project with the leaflt hope of fucceeding., The
thip in which I failed was the firft ever known to
be driven within fight of that coaft, and the King
had given firict orders, that if at any time another
appeared, it fhould be taken afhore, and with all
its crew and paffengers brought in a tumbril to Lor-
brulgrud. He was ftrongly bent ta get me a woman
of my own fize, by whom I might propagate the
breed : but I think I fhould rather have died, than
undergone the difgrace of leaving a pofterity to be
kept in cages like tame Canary birds, and perhaps
intime fold about the kingdom to perfons of quality
for curiofities. I was indeed treated with much
kindnefs: T was the favourite of a great King and
Queen, and the delight of the whole court; but it
was upon fuch a foor, as ill became the digniry of
human kind. 1 could never forget thofe domeftic
pledges 1 had left behind me. 1 wanted to be among
people with whom I could converfe upon even
terms, and walk about the fireets and fields, with-
out being afraid of being trod to death like a frog,
or a young puppy. But my deliverance came fooner
than I expected, and in a manner not very coms
mon : the whole ftory and circumftances of which
I thall faithfully relate.

I had now been two years in this country ; and,
about the beginning of the third, Glumdalclitch
and T attended the King and Queen in a progrefs to
the fouth coalt of the kingdom. I was carried as
ufual in my travelling-box, which, as I have alrea-
dy defcribed, was a very convenient clofet of twelve
feet wide, And I had ordered a hammock to be
fixed by filken ropes from the four corners at the
top, to break the jolts, when a fervant carried me
before him on horfeback, as I fometimes defired,
and would often fleep in my hammock while we
were upon the road, On the roof of my clofet, not -
direétly over the middle of the hammock, I ordered
the
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the joiner to cut out a hole of a foot fquare, to give
me air in hot weather, as I flept; which holeI {hut
at pleafure with a board, that drew backwards and

forwards through a groove.
When we came to our journey’s end, the King
thought proper to pals a few days at a palace he
hath near Flanflafnie, a city within eighteen Englith
miles of the fea-fide. Glumdalclitch and I were
much fatigued : I had gotten a fmall cold, but the
poor girl was fo ill as to be confined to her cham-
ber. 1 longed to fee the ocean, which muft be the
only fecene of my efcape, if ever it {hould happen.
I pretended to be worfe than I really was, and de-
fired leave to take the frefh air of the fea with a
page, whom I was very fond of, and who had fome-
times been trufted with me. I fhall never forget
with what unwillingnefs Glumdalclitch confented,
nor the ftri€k charge fhe gave the page to be care-
ful of me, burfting at the fame time into a flood of
ears, as if the had fome foreboding of what was to
happea. The boy took me out in my box about
half an hour’s walk from the palace towards the
rocks on the fea thore, I ordered him to fet me
down, and, lifting up one of my fufhes, caft many
a wiftful melancholy look towards the fea. I found
myfelt not very well, and told the page that 1 had
2 mind to take a nap in my hammock, which I
hoped would do me good. I got in, and the boy
fliur the window clofe down to keep out the cold,
1 foon fell aflzep, and all I can conjecture is, that,
while I flept, the page, thinking no danger could
happen, went among the rocks w look for birds
egys, having before obferved him from my window
{earching about, and picking up one or two in the
clefts.  Be that as it will, | tound myfelf fuddenly
awaked with a violent pull ugon the ring, which
was faftened ai the top of my box for the conveni-
ency of carriage. I felt my box raifed very high in
the air, and then borne forward with prodigious
{peed.
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fpeed. The firft jolt had like to have fhaken me out
of my hammock, bur afterwards the motion was
ealy enough. I called out feveral times. as loud as
I could raife my voice, but all to no purpofe. 1
Iooked towards my windows, and could fee nothing
but the clouds and {ky. I heard a noife juft over
my head fike the clupping of wings, and then be-
gan to perceive the woeful condition I was in, that
fome cagle had gor the ring of my box in his beak,
with an intent to let it fall on a rock like a tortoife
in a {hell,. and then pick out my body, and devour
it: for the fagacity and fmell of this bird enabled
him to dilcover his quarry ata great diftance, tho’
better concealed than I could be within a two-inch
board,

In a litde time T obftrved the noife and flutter of
wings to increafe very faft, and my box was roffed
up and down like a fign in a windy day. I heard
feveral bangs or buffces, as I thought, given to the
eagle, (for fuch I am certain it mult have been, that
held the ring of my box in his beak,) and then all
on a fudden fele myfelf falling perpendicularly down
for ahove a minute, but with fuch incredible fwift-
nefs, that I almoft loft my breath. My fall was
ftopped by a terrible {quath, that founded louder
to my ears than the catara&t of Niagara *; afrer
which I was quite in the dark for another minute,
and then my box began to rife {o high, that I could
fee light trom the tops of the windows. I now per-
ceived that I was fallen into the fea, My box, by
ght of my body, the goods that were in, and
e broad plates of iion fixed for ftrength at the
sur corners of the top and bottom, floated about
five feer deep in water. [ did then, and do now

ant of the French in North America, 2nd the
fall of a conflux of water (formed of the
from arocky prec e, th: parpendiculas
t; aad it is fas have been heard Gftecn




©hap.8. AVOYAGE To BROBDINGNAG. 71

fuppofe, that the eagle which flew away with my
box, was purfued by two or three others, and for-
ced to let me drop while he defended him{clf again(t
the reft, who hoped to fhare in the prey. 'The
plates of iron faftened at the bottom of the box,
(for thofe were the firongeft,) preferved the balance
while it fell, and hindered it from being broken on
the furface of the water. Every joint of it was well
grooved ; and the door did ‘not move on hinges,
but up and down like a fath, which kept my clofet
fo tight, that very little water came in. I got with
much difficulty out of my hammock, having firft

ventured to draw back the flip-board on the root
already mentioned, contrived on purpo’e to let in
air, for want of which I found myfelf almolt
{tifled.

How often did I then with myfelf with my dear
Glumdalclitch, from whom one fingle hour had fo
far divided me ! And I may f{ay with truth, thatin
the midft of my own misfortunss, I could not for-
bear lamenting my poor nurfe, the grief the would
fuffer for my lofs, the difpleafure of the Queen, and
the ruin of her fortune. Perhaps many travellers
have not been under greater difficultics and difirels
than I was at this juncture, expefting every mo-
ment to fee my box dafhed in pieces, or at leaft o-
verfet by the firft violent blaft or rifing wave. A
breach in one fingle pane of glafs would have
been immediate death : nor could any thing have
preferved the windows but the ftrong lattice-wires
placed on the out-fide againft accidents in travel-
ling. I faw the water ooze in at {everal crannies,
although the leaks were not confiderable, and I en-
deavoured to ftop them as well as I could. I was
no: able to lift up the roof of my clofer, which o-
therwife I certainly fhould have done, and fat on
the top of it, where | might at leaft preferve myfelf
fome hours longer than by being thut up (as I may
call it) in the hold. Or if I elcaped thefe dangers

for
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for a day or two, what could I expect but a mifer-

able death of celd and hunger ? T was four hours
under thefe circumftances, expeéting, and indeed
wilhing every moment to be my laft.

I have already told the reader, that there were
two ftrong ftaples fizxed upon that fide of my box
which had no window, and into which the fervant,
who ufed to carry me on horfeback, would put a
leathern belt, and buckle it about his waift. Being
in this difconfolate ftate, I heard, or atleaft thought
I heard, fome kind of grating noife on that fide of
my box where the ftaples were fixed, and foon af-
ter I began to fancy, that the box was pulled or
towed along in the {ea ; for I now and then felr a
fort of tugging, which made the waves rife near the
tops of my windows, leaving me almoft in the dark,
This gave me fome faint hopes of relief ; although
I was not able to imagine how it could be brought
about, I ventured to unfcrew one of my chairs,
which were always faftened to the floor; and ha-
ving made a hard fhift to ferew it down again di-
retly under the flipping-board that I had lately o-
pened. I mounted on the chair, and putting my
mouth as near as I could to the hole, I called for
help in a loud voice, and in all the languages I un-
derftood. T then faftened my handkerchief to a
ftick I ufually carried, and thruftingit up the hole,
waved it feveral times in the air, that if any boat or
thip were near, the fcamen might conjefture fome
unhappy mortal to be thut up in the box.

I found no effect from all I could do, but plain-
ly perceived my clofet to be moved along ; and in
the fpace of an hour, or better, that fide of the box
where the ftaples were, and had no window, firuck
againft fomething that was hard, I apprehended it
o be a rock, and found mylelf tofled more than
ever. I plainly heard a noifc upon the cover of my
clofet, like that of a cable, and the grating of it as
it pafied through the ring. I then found myfelf
hoifted
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hoifted up by degrees, at lealt three feet higher
than I was before. Whereupon Iagain thruft up my
{tick and handkerchief, calling for help till T was
almoft hoarfe. In return to which, I heard a great
fhout repeated three times, giving me fuch wanf{-
ports of joy as are not to be conceived but by thofe
who feel them. I now heard 2 trampling over my
head, and fomebody calling through the hole in
a loud voice in the Englith tongue, if there be any
body below, let them fpeak. 1 aniwered, I was an
Englithman, drawn by ill fortune into the greateft
calamity that ever any creature underwent, and
begged by all that was moving to be delivered out
of the dungeon I was in. The yoice replied I was
fafe, for my box was faftened to their fhip ; and
the carpenter (hould immediately come and faw a
hole in the cover, large enough to pull me out. 1
anfwered, that was needlels, and weuld take up tao
much time, for there was no more to be done, but
let one of the crew put his finger into the ring, and
take the box out of the fea into the fhip, and {o
into the caprain’s cabin *. Some of them upon
hearing me talk fo wildly thought I was mad ; o-
thers laughed ; for indeed it never came into my
head thatI was now got among people of my own
ftature and firength. Lhe carpenter came, and in
a few minutes fawed a paffage about four feet
fquare, then let down 2 {mall ladder, upon which I
mounted, and from thence was taken into the fhip
in a very weak condition.

T he {ailors were all in amazement, and afked me
a thoufand queftions, which I had no inclination to

% There are feveral litdle incidents which fhew the author fo
have had a deep knowledge of human nature; and 1 think this 1s
one. Although the pri cipal advantages enumerated by Gulliver in
the beginning of this chapter, ¢ f mingling again among his country-
men, depended on their being of the fame fiz with himielf 5 yet
this is forgotten in his a:dour to be delivered : and he is afterwards
Letrayed into the fame abfucdity, by his Zeal to preferve his furni-
wre.

VoL V. K anfwer,
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anfwer, T was equally confounded at the fight of
fo many pigniies, for fuch I took them to be, after
having fo long 2ecufomed mine cyes to the mon-
ftrous obje@s I had lefr. But the captain, Mr Tho-
mas Wilcocks, an honeft worthy Shropfhire man,
obferving I was ready to faint, took me into his ca-
bin, gave me a cordial to comfort me, and made
e furn in upon his own bed, advifing me to take
a litde reft, of which T had great need. Before I
wentto fleep, 1 gave him to underfrand that I had
fome valuable furniture in my box, too good to be
loft ; a fine hammock, an handfome field-bed, two
chairs, a table and a cabinet, That my clofet was
hung on all fides, or rather quilted, with filk and
cotton : ‘that if he would let one of the crew bring
my clofet into his cabbin, I would open it there be-
fore him, and fhew him my goods. The captain
hearing me utter thefe abfurdities concluded I was
raving : however (I fuppofe to pacify me) he pro-
miled to give orders as [ defired, and going upon
deck fent fome of his men down into my clofer,
from whence (as I afterwards found) they drew up
all my goods, und ftripped off the quilting : but the
chairs, cabinet, and bed-ftead, being ferewed to the
floor, were much damaged by the ignorance of the
feamen, who tore them up by force. Then they
knocked off' fome of the boards for the ufe of the
thip, and when they had gor all they had a mind
for, let the hull drop into the {ea, which, by rea-
fon of many breaches made in the bottom and fides,
funk to rights, And indeed I'was glad not to have
been d fpectator of the havock they made ; becaufe
Lam coafident it would have fenfibly touched me by
bringing former paflages imo my mind, which [
had rather forget,

I flept fome hours, but perpetually difturbed with
dreams of the place 1 had left, and the dangers T
had efcaped. However, upon waking I found my-
felf much recovered. It Was now about eight

@ o’clock
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75
o’clock at night, and the captain ordered fupper im-
mediately, thinking I had alrcady fafted too long.
He entertained me with great kindnels, obferving
me not to look wildly, or talk inconfiftently ; and,
when we were left alone, defired I would give him a
relation of my travels, and by what accident I came
to0 be fet a drift in that monftrous wooden cheft.
He faid, that about twelve o’clock at noon, as he
was looking through his glafs, he fpicd it ata di-
ftance, and thought it was a fail, which he had a
mind to make, being not much out of his courfe,
in hopes of buying fome biflcet, his own beginning
to fall {hort. That upon coming nearcr, and find-
ing his error, he fent out his long boat to difcover
what I was ; that his men came became back in a
fright, fwearing they had feen a [wimming houle.
That he laughed at their folly, and went himf{xif in
the boat, ordering his men to take a ftrong cable a-
long with them. That the weather being calm he
rowed round me feveral times, obferved my win-
dows, and the wire lattices that defended them.
"That he difcovered two ftaples upon one fide, which
was all of boards without any paffage for light. He
then commanded his men to row up to that fide,
and faftening a cable to one of the ftaples, ordered
them to tow my cheft (as they called it) towards
the fhip. When it was there, he gave directions
to faften another cable to the ring fixed in the co-
ver, and to raife up my cheft with pullies, which all
the failors were not able to do above two or three
foet. He faid they faw my ftick and handker-
chief thruft out of the hole, and concluded that
fome unhappy man muft be thut up in the cavity.
1 afked, whether he or the crew bad {een any pro-
digious birds in the air about the time he firft dif-
covered me ? to which he anfwered, that, difcour-
fing this matter with the fzilors while I was afleep,
one of them faid he had obferved three cagles flying
towards the north, but remarked nothing of their

K 2 being
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being larger than the ufual fize, which, I fuppole,
muit be imputed to the great heighr they were at ;
and he could not guels the realon of my queftion,
I then +fkcd the captain, how far he reckoned we
might be trom land ? He faid, by the beft compu-
tation he could make, we were at leaft an hundred
leagues. I affured him that he muit be miftaken
by almoft half, forI had not left the country from
whence I came above two hours before I dropt in-
to the fea. Whereupon he began again to think
that my brain was difturbed, of which he gave me
a hint, and advifed me to go to bed in a cabbin he
had provided I affured him I was well refrethed
with his good entertainment and company, and as
much in iy fenles as ever I was in my life. He
then grew fcrious, and defired 1o afk me freely whe-
ther I were not troubled in mind by the conlciouf-
nefs of fome enormous crime, for which I was pu-
nifhed at the command of fome prince, by expo-
fing me in that cheft, as great criminals in other
countries have been forced to fea in a leaky veflel
without provifions: for although he fhould be
forry 1o have taken fo ill 2 man into his thip, yet
he would engage his word to fet nie fife athore in
the firft port where we arrived. He added, that his
fufpicions were

very much increafed by fome very
ablurd fpeeches I had delivered at firft 1o the failors,
and afterwards to himf{elf, in relation to my clofet
or cheft, as well as by my odd looks and bzhaviour
while I was at fupper.

I begged his patitnce to hear me tell my ftory,
which 1 faithfully did from the laft time I left Eng-
land to the moment he it difcovered me, And as
truth always forceth irs way into rational minds, fo
this honeft worthy gentleman, who had fome tine-
ture of learning and very good fenfe, was immedi-
ately convinced of my candour and veracity, But,
farther to confirm all I had faid, I intreated him to
give order that my cabinet fhould be brought, of

2 which
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which I had the key in my pocket, (for he had a
ready informed me how the feamen difpofed of my
clofer). I opened it in his prefenc:, and thewed
him the fmall colleétion of raritics I made in
the country from whence I had been fo ftrangely
delivered.  1'here was the comb I had contrived
out of the ftumps of the King's beard, and another
of the fame materials, but fixed into a pring of
her Majelly’s thumb-nail, which ferved for the
back. ‘There was a colleftion of needles and pins
from a foot to half a yard long; four wafp-{tings,
like joiners tacks; fome cc mbings of the Queen’s
hair ; a gold ring which one day {he made me a
prefent of ina moft obliging manner, taking it
from her litile finger, and throwing it over my head
like a collar. I defired the captain would accept
this ring in return of his civilities 3 which he ablo-
lutely refufed. I thewed him a corn that 1 had
cut off with my own hand from amaid of honour's
toe; it was about the bignefs of a Kentifh pippin,
and grown {o hard, that, when I returned to Eng-
land, I got it hollowed into a cup, and fer in filver.
Laftly, I defired him to fee the breeches I had then
on, which were made of a moufe’s kin.

I could force nothing on him but a footman’s
tooth, which I obferved him to examine with great
curiofity, and found he had a fancy for it. He
received it with abundance of thanks, more than
fuch a trifle could deferve. It was drawn by an un-
i1ful fursecn in a miftake from one of Glumdal-
clitch’s mea, who was afiGed with the toorth-ach,
i s as found as any in his head. Igotic
] put into my cabinet., It was abouca
foot long, and four inches in diameter,

The captain was very well fatisfied with this plain
relation I had given him, and faid, he hoped, when
we returned to England, I would obiige the world
by putiing it on paper, and making it public. My
anfwer was, that I thought we were already ovei-
ftocked with books of travels; that cothing could

now
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now pafs which was not extraordinary; wherein I
doubred fome authors lefs confulied truth, than
thar own vanity, or intereft, or the diverfion of
ignorant readers : that my ftory could contain little
befides common events, without thofe ornamental
deferiptions of ftrange plants, trees, birds, and o-
ther animals; or of the barbarous cuftom and ido-
latry of favage people, with which moft writers a-
bound. However, 1 thanked him for his good o-
opinion, and promifed to take the matter into my
thoughts,

He faid, he wondered at one thing very much,
which was, to hear me fpeak fo loud, atking me
whether the King o Queen of that couniry were
thick of hearing. I told him, it was what I had
been ufed to for above two years paft 3 and that I
admired as much at the voices of him and his men,
who feemed to me only to whifper, and yet I could
hear them well enough. But when I fpoke in that
country, it was like a man talking in the fireer to
another looking out from the top of a fteeple, un-
lefs when 1 was placed on . a table. or held in any
perfon’s hand. I told him, I had likewift obferved
another thing, that when I firft got into the fhip, and
the failors ftoed all about me, I thought they were
the moft little contemptible crearures | had ever be-
held. For indeed, while I was in that prince’s
country, 1 could never endure to look in a glafs,
afier mine eyes had been accultomed to fuch prodi-
gious objelts, becaufe the comparifon gave me fo
defpicable a conceir of mylelf, The captain faid,
that while we were at fupper he obferved me to loolk
at every thing with a fort of wonder, and that I
often feemed hardly able to contain my laughter,
which he knew not well how to take, but impute
it to fome diforder in my brain. I anfwered, it was
‘v uee; and I wondered how I could torbear,

v I faw his dithes of the fize of 2 filver three-

a leg of pork hardly a mouthful, a cup not

§ as a nut-fhell ; and fo I went on, defcribing
the
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the reft of his houfechold-ftuff and provifions after
the fame manner. For although the Queen had or-
dered alittle equipage of all things necetiary forme,
while I was in her fervice, yet my ideas were wholly
taken up with what I faw on every fide of me, and I
winked at my own littlenefs, as people do at their
own faulrs.  The caprain underftood my raillery
very well, and merrily replied with the old Englifh
proverb, that he doubted mine eyes were bigger than
my belly, for he did notobferve my ftomach fo good
although I had fafted all day : and, continuing in
his murth, protefted he would gladly have given an
hundred pounds to have feen my clofetin the eagle’s
bill, and afterwards in its fall fromfo great a heighe
into the fea; which would certainly have been a
moft aftonithing objeé, worthy to have the deferip-
tion of it rranfmitted to furure ages : and the coms+
parifon of Phaeton was o obvious, that he could
not forbear applying it, although L did not much
admire the conceit.

The captain, having been at Tonquin, was in his
return to England driven north-eaftward to the la-
titude of 44 degrees, and of longitude 143. But
‘meeting a trade-wind two days after 1 came on
board him, we failed fouthward a long time, and
coafting New-Holland, kept our courfe weft-fcuth-
weft, and then fouth-fouth weft, till we dou-
bled the Cape of Good-Hope. Our voyage was very
profperous, but I fhall not trouble the reader
with a journal of ir. The captain called in at one
or two ports, and fent in his long-boat for provi-
fions and frefh water, but I never went out of the
fhip till we came into the Downs, which was on the
third day of June 1706, about nine months after
my efcape. [ offered to leave my goods in fecurity
for payment of my freight; butthe captain proteft-
ed he would not receive one farthing. We took a
kind leave of each other, and I made him promile
he would come to fee me at my houfe in Redriff. 1

hired
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hired a horfe and guide for five fhillings, which I
borrowed of the captain,

As [ awas on the road, obferving the littlenefs of
the houles, the trees, the cattle, and the people, I
began to think mylelf in Lillipur. T was afraid of
trampling on every traveller Imer, and often called
aloud to have them ftand out of the way, fo that I
had like to have gorten one or two broken heads for
my impertinence.

“When 1 came to my own houfe, for which T was
| forced to inquire, one of the fervants opening the
' door, I bent down to go in (like a goofe under a
l gate) for fear of ftriking my head. My wife ran

out to embrace me, but I ftooped lower than her
i knees, thinking fhe could otherwife never be able
' to reach my mouth. My daughter kneeled to alk
| my blefling, but I could nor fee her till the arofe,
i having been fo long ufed to ftand with my head and
f eyes erect to above fixty feer ; and then I went to
' take her up with one hand by the waift. I looked
down upon the fervants, and one or two friends
, who were in the houfe, as if they had been pig-
{ mies, and I a :_:i.mt. I told my wife fhe had been
i too thrifty, for I found fhe had ftarved herfelf and
A her daughter to nothing. In fhort I bahaved my-
felf fo unaccountably,th at they were all of the cap-
tain’s opinion when he firft faw me, and concluded I
had loft my wits. This I mention'as an inftance of

the great power of habit and prejudice.
In a little time, | and my family and friends came
! to a right underftanding : but my wife protefted I
iho uld never go to {ea any more : although my evil
deftiny fo ordered, that the had not power to hin-
der me, as the reader may know hereafter. 1In the
i mean time, | here conclude the fecond part of my

1 unfortunate vovages *.
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fport of a wanton imagination. When human aions are afcribed to
pigmies and giants, there are few that do not excite either contempt,
difguft, or horror. To aleribe them therefore to fuch beings, was
perhaps the moft probable methcd of engaging the mind to examine
them with attention, and judge of them with impartiality, by fuf-
perding the falcination of habit, and exhibiting familiar objeéts ina
new light. Theufe of the fable then is not lefs apparent, than im-
portant and extenfive 3 and that this ufe was intended by the author,
can be doubted only. by thofe who are difpofed to affirm, that order
and regularity are the effe@s of chance.

Upon reading over the two firft parts of thefe travels, I think that
I.can difcern a very great refemblance between certain paffages in
Gulliver’s vc to Lilliput, and the voyage of Cyrano de Bergerac
to the fun and moon,——Cyrano de Bergerac is a French author of
a fingular character, who had a very pe-uliar turn of wit and humour,
in many refpeéts refembling that of Swift. He wanted the advan-
tages of learning, and a regular education. His imagination was
lefs guarded and corre@, but more agreeably extravagant. He has
introduced into his philof phical romance, the fyftem of Defcartes,
(which was then much admired) intermixed with (:veral fine firokes
of juft fatire on the wild and immechanical inquiries of the philofo-
phers and aftronomers of that age 3 and in many parts he has evident=
ly direéted the plan which the Dean of St Patrick’s bas purfued,
@rrery.

Vor. V. £ TRAVELS;
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CHAP L

The author fets ont on bis third voyage, is taken by pi-
rates. The malice of @ Dutchman.  His arrival a?
an iflard,  He is received into Laputa.

T{ HAD not been at home above ten days, when
: Caprain William Robinfon, a Cornith man,
-2 commander of the Hope-well, a ftout fhip of
three hundred tuns, came to my houfe, 1 had

formerly

: is in gene-al written

1

inft chymifts, mathema=

nds,

matical knowledze, and was
ge cfiects it produced in

je€tors of al
wainted with m
inft it, by ob : ;
licd them/felves entirely to that fcience. N part of hu-
man literature has given geater firength to the min ', or has produ-
| greater benefits to mankind, than the feveral branches of learning,
t may pals und eneral denomination of mathematics. But
the abufes of tl the idle, thin, immechanical refinemesnt
of it, are juft fi tire, The real ufe of knuwledge is to in-
vigorate, not tc enervate the faculties of reifon. L;unihg degene-
s into a fpecies of madnels, when it is not fuperior to what it
T! ¢ pewers are moft evilentr, when they are
biz of exerting themfelves in the fucial duties of life ; when they

wear
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formerly been furgeon of another fhip, where he
was maiter and a fourth partowner, in a voyage to
the Levant ; he had always treated me more like a
brother, than an inferior officer, and, hearing of

wear no chains, but can freely
{ound conftitution of body, nfe ¢
faod they bhave acquired, being neiiher oppreiled, nor res dered (tu
by the labours of di

Lord Bacon has 3 he vain purfuits of of
dants in the different parts of learning j and their unacec
rity in deducing ] rules from arbit maxyims,
ments : he has li ife fixed upon a fu
cedure and limits of the human under(tar
the fame plin in a different manner, and has
fchemes of all pretenders, in a more ludicraus,
more proper light.

e e
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Fertius ac melius, magnas pier! :
He cannot be fuppofed to condemn ufe
right application of them: hut he ridicules the v 'ts

gular prirduuim.i of t e rafh-men, who, like Ixion, embracing a
cloud inftead of a goddefs, plagued the world with ce rs ; whillk
Jupiter, from the ces of 5 an Alcmena, blefled the

c 1
tarth with an Hebe, and an Herc
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my arrival, made me a vifit, as I apprehend, only
out of friendfhip ; for nothing pafled more thaa
what is ufual after long ablences. But, repeating
his vifits often, exprefling his joy to find me in good
health, afking whether T were now fettled for life ;
adding, that he intended a voyage to the Eaft-In-
dies in two months ; at lalt he plainly invited me,
though with fome apologics, to be furgeon of the
thip ; that I fhould have another furgeon under
me, befides our two mates ; that my falary thould
be double to the ufual pay ; and that having expe-
rienced my knowledge in fea affairs to be at leaft
equal to his, he would enter into any engagement
to follow my adwvice, as much as if I had fhared in
the command,

He faid fo many other obliging things, and I
knew him to be fo honeft a man, that I could not
reject his propofal ; the thicft I had of feeing the
world, notwithftanding my paft misfortunes, con-
tinuing as violent as ever. The only difficulty that
remained, was to perfuade my wife, whofe confent
however I at laft obtained by the prolpect of advan-
tage {he propofed to her children.

We fet out the sth day of Auguft 1706, and ar-
rived at Fort St. George the 11th of April 1707.
We ftayed there three weeks to refrefh our crew,
many of whom were fick., From thence we went
to Tonquin, where the captain refolved to conti-
nue fome time, becaufe many of the goods he in-
tended to buy were not ready, nor could he expect
to be difpatched in feveral months. Therefore, in
hopes to defray fome of the charges he muft be at,
he bought a floop, loaded it with feveral forrs of
goods, wherewith the Tonquinefe ufually trade to
the neighbouring iflands, and putting fourteen.men
on board, whereof three were of the country, he
appointed me mafter of the floop, anel gave me
power to traffic, while he tranfacted his affiirs ac
‘Tonquin.

We
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5
We had not failed above three days, when, a
great ftorm arifing, we were driven five days to the
N. N. E. and then to the E; after which we had
fair weather, bur ftill with a pretty firong gale {from
the W. Upon the tenth day, we were chaied by
two pyrates, who foon overtook us ; for my floop
was {o deep laden, that fhe failed very flow, nei-
ther were we in a condition to defend ourfelves.

We were boarded abour the fame time by both
the pyrates, who entered furioufly at the head of
their men ; but, finding us all proitrate upen our
faces, (for fo I gave order.) they pinioned us with
ftrong ropes, and, fetiing a gnard wpon us, went
to fearch the {loop.

I obferved among them a Dutchman, who feem-
ed to be of fome authority, though he was not com-
mander of cither thip. He knew us by our counte-
nances to be Englithmen, and jabbering to vs in his
own language, f{wore we fhould be tied back to
back, and thrown into the fea. 1 {poke Dutch to-
lerably well ; 1 told him who we were, and begged
him, in confideration of our being €hriftians and
Proteftants of neighbouring countries in ftrict alii-
ance, that he would move the captains to take fome
pity on us. T'his inflamed his rage, be repeated his
threatenings, and, turning to his companions, {poke
with great vehemence in the Japanefe language, as
I fuppofe, often ufing the word Chyiffianos.

The largeft of the two pyrate thips was com-
manded by a Japanefe captain, who fpoke a little
Dutch, but very imperfeétly. He came up to me,
and after feveral queftions, which I aniwered in
great humility, he faid we fhould not die. T made
the captain a very low bow, and then turning to
the Dutchman faid, t was forry to find more mercy
in an Heathen, than in a brother Chriftian. But
I had foon reafon to repent thofe foolifh words :
for that malicious reprobate, having ofien endea-
voured in yain to perfuade both the captains, that

I might
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I might be thrown into the fea, (which they would
not yield to after the promife made me that 1 fhould
not die,) however prevailed fo far as to have a pu-
nifhment inflicted on me, worle, in all human ap-
pearance, than death itfelf.. My men were fent by
an equal divifion into both the pyrate thips, and my
floop new manued As to mylelf, it was determin-
ed that I {fhould be fet a-drift in a fmall canoe, with
paddles and a fail, and four days provifions, which
laft the Japanefe caprain was fo kind to double out
of his own itores, and would permit no man to
fearch me. 1 got down into the canoe, while the
Dutchiman, ftanding upon the deck, loaded me
with all the curles and injurious terms his language
could afford.
bout an hour before we faw the pyrares, I had
takenr an obfervation, and found we were in the
lutitude of 46 N. and of longitude 183. When I
was at fome diltance from the pyrates, I difcovered
by my pocket glafs feveral iflands to the fouth-eaft.
I {er up my fail, the wind being fair, with a defign
to reach the neareflt of thofe iflands, wkich I made
{hifr to do inabout three hours., It was all rocky ;
however I got many birds L',J,,q, and, ftriking fire,
I kindled fome heath and dry fea-weed, by which I
roafted my eggs, I eat no other fupper, being re-
folved to fpare my provifions as much as I could. I
pafled the night under the thelter ot a rock, ftrew-
ing fome heath under me, and flept prety well.
‘The next day I failed to another ifland, and thence
o a third and fourth, fometimes ufing my fail, and
times my plt,l.ll\. But, not to trouble the
reader with a particulir account of my diftredles,
etit fuffice, that, on the fifth day, I arrived ac the

:
i
laft ifland in my fight, which lay fouth-eait to the
i

a greater diftance than I ex-
not reach it in lefs than five
d it almoft round, before I
could
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could find a convenient place to land in, vhich was
a {mall creek zbout lh".p times the widenels of my
canoe. 1 fouad the ifland to be all rocky, only a
littl> intermingled with tufts of grafs, and fweet
fmelling herbs, I took out my fmall provifions,
and, after having refrefhed myfelf, I fecured the
remainderin a cave. whereof there were great num-
bers. I wsather of eggs upon tln rocks,
and got a quantity of dry fea-weed, and parche d

i

1

le:
DiCH

grals, which [ d {i-ned to ‘kindle the next day, and

roalt my eggs as well as I could, (for I had abour
me my flint, {teel, match, and burning glafs). i
lay all night in the cave where I had lodeed my pro-
vifions. My bed was the fame dry grais and fea-

weed which I intended for fuel. I flept very lit-
tle, for the difquicts of my mind nrevailed over my

e. I confidered how
I my life in {o defolate a
place, and l| my end muft be. Yet
found m s and Lipondmb, that I had
not the heart to rife; and before 1 coun'd th {pi-
rits enough 1o creecp out of my cave, the day was
far 'u]\‘mu‘ I walked a while among the rocks,
the {ley was pertedtly clear, and the fun {o hot, that
I was forced to turn my face from it ; when all on
a fudden it became obfcure, as | thm.mht in a man-
ner very different f om what lnppcns by the inter-
pofition of a cloud I turned back, and perceived
a vaft opaque body berween me and the {fun, mov-
ing IO‘.\'L‘.!U: the iflind: it feemed to be about
two miles high, and hid the fun fix or {feven mi-
nutes, but l did not oblerve the air to be much
colder, or the {ky more darkened, than if I had
ftood under the fhade of a2 mountain. As it ap
proached nearer over the place where I was, it ap-
peared to be a firm fub{tance, the bowom flag,
{mooth, and fhining very bright from the reflexion
of the fea helow. 1 ftood upon a height about two
hundred yards from the thore, and iaw th

me awal
impoflible it was to pr

wearinels, and gept
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body defcending almoft to a parallel with me, at
lef: than an F nnllfn mile diftanc~, | took out my
pocket-perfpective, and could plainly difcover num-
bers of prople moving up and down the fides of ir,
which appeared to be ﬂupm; ; but what thefe people
were doing, I was not able to diftinguifh,

The narural love of life gave me {fome inward
motions of joy, and I was ready to entertain a hope,
that this adventure might fome way or other help
to deliver me from the dL‘IUI‘l[C place and condition
I was in. Bur at the {fame’ time the reader can hard-
Iy conceive my aftonifhment, to behold an ifland
in the air, inhabited by men, who were able (as it
thould feem,) to raile or fink, or put it into a pro-
greffive motion, as they pleafed.  But not being at
thar time in a difpofition to philofophife upon this
phznomenon, I rather chofe to obferve what courfe
the ifland would rake, becaufe it feemed for a while
to ftand fiill. Yet {oon after it advanced nearer,
and I could fee the fides of it encompafled with fe=
veral gradations of galileries, and ftairs at certain
intervals to defcend from one to the other. In the
loweft gallery I beheld fome people fithing with long
angling rods, and others looking on. I waved my
cap (for my hat was long fince worn out,) and my
handkerchief towards the ifland ; and, upon its
nearer approach, [ called and {houted with the ut-
moft {irength of my voice ; and then, looking cir-
cum{peétly, I beheid a croud gathered to that fide,
which was moft in my view. I found, by their
pointing towards me and to each other, that they
plainly difcovered me, although they made no re-
turn to my fthouting. But I could fee four or five
men running in great hafte up the ftair to the top
of the ifland, who then dlﬁppmzcd I happened
tly to conjecture, that thefe were fent for or-
ers to fome perfon in authority upon this occafion.

The number of people mcm:!ec., and in lefs than
half an hour, the ifland was moved and raifed in
fuch

r
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fuch a manner, that the loweft gallery appeared in
a parallel of lefs than an hundred yards diftance
trom the height where | {tood. 1 then put myfelf
into the moft fupplicating poftures, and fpoke in
the humblelt accent, but received no anfwer. Thofe,
who ftood neareft over-againft me, feemed to be
perfons of diftinétion, as I fuppofed by their habit.
They conferred earneftly with each other, looking
often upon me. At length one of them called out
in a clear, polite, fmooth dialet, not unlike in
found to the Iralian, and therefore I returned an
anfwer in that language, hoping at leaft, that the
cadence might be more agreeable to his ears. Al-
though neither of us underftood the other, yet my
meaning was eafily known, for the peopie faw the
diftrefs I was in,

‘They made figns for me to come down from the
rock, 2nd go towards the thore, which I according-
ly did ; and the flying ifland being raifed to a con-
venient height, the verge direétly over me, a chain
was let down from the loweft gallery, with a feat
faftened to the bottom, to which I fixed myfelf, and
was drawn up by pullies.

6 H AP. M

The humours and difpafitions of the Laputians deferibed.
An account of their learning. Of the King, and his
court. The author’s reception there. The inhabi-
tants fubjeét to fear and difquictudes. An account
of the women.

T my alighting I was furrounded with a croud

of people, but thofe who ftood neareft feemed

to be of betrer quality. ['hey beheld me with all the
marksand circumftances of wonder, neither indeed
Vor. V. M was
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was I much in their debe; having never till then
feen a race of morials o {ingular in their fhapes,
habits, and countenances. 'Cheir heads were all re-
chined either ro the right or to the left ; one of their
eycs turned inward, and the other direétly up to
the zenith *. Their outward garments were adorn-
ed with the figurcs of funs, moons, and ftars, in-
terwoven with thofe of fiddles, flutes, harps, trum-
pets, guittars, harpficords, and many other inftru-
ments of mufic unknown to us in Europe. 1ob
ferved here and there many in the habit of fervants,
with a blown bladder faftened like a flayl to the end
of a fhort ftick, which they carried in their hands,
In each bladder was a fmall quantity of dried pens;
or little pebbles, (as 1 was afterwards informed.)
With thefe bladders they now and then flapped the
mouths and ears of thofe who ftood near them, of
which praétice Ithen could not conceive the meaning.
It feems the minds of thofe people are fo taken up
with intenie fpeculations, that they necither can
fpeak, nor attend to the difcourfes of others, with-
out being roufed by fome external taction upon the
organs of fpeech and hearing ; for which reafon,
thofe perfons who are able to afford it, always kecp
a flapper (the original is dlimenole,) in their family, as
one of their domeftics, nor ever walk abroad, or
make vifits without him. And the bufinefs of this
officer is, when two, three, or more perfons, are
in company, gently to ftrike with his bladder the
mouth of him who is to {peak, and che right ear of
him or them to whom the {peaker addrefleth him-
felf. This flapper is likewife employed diligently to
attend his maftér in his walks, and upon occafion
to give him a {oft flap on his eyes, becaufe he is al-
ways fo wrapped up in cogitation, that he is in ma-
nifeft danger of falling down every precipice, and

* By this defeription the author intended to ridicule thofe whe
wafte life in fpeculative fcrence, the powers of whofe minds are as
ablurdly employed as the eyes of the Lapuiians,

bouncing
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bouncing his head againft every poft; and in the
ftreets, of juftling others, or being juftled himfelf
into the kennel.

Tt was necefliry to give the reader this informa-
tion, without which he would be at the {fame lofs
with me to underftand the proceedings of thefe peo-
ple, as they conduéted me up the ftairs to the top of
the ifland, and from thence to the royal palace.
W hile we were afcending, they forgot feveral times
what they were about, and left me to myfelf, till
their memories were again roufed by their flappers;
for they appeared altogether unmoved by the fight
of my toreign habit and countenance, and by the
{houts of the vulgar, whofe thoughts and minds
were more difengaged.

At 1+t we entered the palace, and proceeded into
the chamber of prefence, where I iaw the King
sated on his throne, attended on each fide by per-
fons of prime quality Before the throne was 2
large table filled with globes and {ipheres, and ma-
thematical inftruments of all kinds. His Majefty
took not the leaft notice of us, although our en-
trance was not without fufficient noife, by the con-
courfe of all perfons belonging to the court. But
he was then deep in a problem, and we artended at
leaft an hour, before he could folve it. There
fiood by him on each fide a young page with flaps
in their hands, and when they faw he was at leifure,
one of them gently firuck his mouth, and the other
his right ear ; at which he ftarted like onc awaked
on the fudden, and, looking towards me and the
company I was in, recolle@ed the occafion of our
coming, whereof he had been informed before. He
{poke fome words, whereupon immediately a young
man with a flap came up to my fide, and flapt me
gently on the right ear, butI made figns, as well
as I could, thar I had no occafion for {fuch an in-
firument ; which, as I afterwards found, gave his
Majefty and the whole court a very mean opinion

M3 of
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of my underftanding. The King. as far as I could
conjecture, afked me feveral queltions, and I ad-
drefled myfelf to him in all the languages I had.
When it was found, that | could neither under-
ftand, nor be underftood, I was conduéted by his
order to an apartment in his palace, (this prince
being diftinguifhed above all his predecefiors for his
bofpitality to ftrangers, (where two fervants were
appointed to attend me, My dinner was brought,
and four perfons of quality, whom I remembered
to have feen very near the King's perfon, did me
the honour to dine with me, We had two cour-
fes, of three difhes each. In the firflt courfe there
was a fhoulder of mutton cut into an zquilateral
triangle, a piece of beef into a rhomboides, and a
pudding into a cycloid. The fecond courfe was
two ducks trufled up into the form of fiddies ; lau-
fages and puddings refembling flutes and hautboys,
and a breaft of veal in the thape of a harp, The
fervants cut our bread into cones, cylinders, paral-
lelograms, and feveral other mathematical figures.

While we were at dinner, I made bold to afk the
names of feveral things in their language, and thofe
noble perfons, by the afiiltance of their flappers de-
lighted to give me anfwers, hoping to raife my ad-
miration of their great abilities, if I could be brought
to converfe with them. I was foon able to call for
bread and drink, or whatever clfe I wanted.

After dinner my company withdrew, and a per-
fon was fent to me by the King’s order, attended by
a flapper. He brought with him pen, ink, and
paper, and three or four books, giving me to un-
derftand by figns, that he was fent to teach me the
language. We fat together four hours, in which
time I wrote down a great number of words in co-
lumns, with the tranflations over-againft them ; I
likewife made a fhift to learn {everal thort fentences.
For my tutor would order one of my {ervants to
fetch fomething, to turn about, to make a bow, to

fit,
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fit, or to ftand, or walk, and the like. Then I took
down the fentence in writing. He fhewed me alio in
one of his books the figures of the fun, moon, and
ftars, the ropics, the zodiac, and polar circles, toge-
ther withthe denominations of many figures of planes
and folids. He gave me the names and delcriptions
of all the mufical inftruments, and the general terms
of art in playing on each of them., After he had
left me, I placed all my words with their mtmpn:-
taticns in alphabetical order. And thusin a few
days, by the help of a very faithful memory, I got
fome infight into their language.

The word, which I interpret the flying or floating
ifland, is in the original Lapura, whereof I could
never learn the true etymology. Lap in the old ob-
folete language fignifieth high, and untuth a gover-
nor, from which they fay by corruption was deriv-
ed Laputa, from Lapuntuth. But I do not approve
of this derivation, which feems to be a little ftrain-
ed. I ventured to offer to the learned among them
a conjefture of my own, that Laputa was guafi
lap outed; lap fignifying properly the dancing of
the fun-beams in the {ea, and oufed a wing, which
however I fhall not obtrude, but fubmit to the ju-
dicious reader.

Thofe to whom the King had intrufted me, ob-
ferving how ill I was clad, ordered a taylor to come
next morning, and take meafure for a fuit of
cloaths. This operator did his office after a different
manner from thofe of his trade in Europe. He
firt took my altitude by a quadrant, and then with
rule and compaffes defcribed the dimenfions and
out-lines of my whole body, all which he entered
upon paper; and in fix days brought my cloaths
very ill made and quite out of fhape, by happening
to miftake a figure in the calculation. But my
comfort was, that I obferved fuch accidents very
frequent, and little regarded.

During my confinement for want of cloaths, and

by
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by an indifpofition that held me fome days longer,
I much enlarged my dic¢tionary ; and when I went
next to court, was able to underftand many things
the King fpoke, and to return him fome kind of
anfwers. His Majefty had given orders, that the
ilind fhould move north eaft and by eaft to the ver-
tical point over Lagado, the metropolis of the
whole kingdom below upon the firm earth, It was
about ninery leagues diftant, and our voyage lafted
four days and a half. I was not in the leaft fen-
fible of the progreflive motion made in the air by
the ifland. On the fecond morning about eleven
a-clock the King himfelf in perfon attended by his
nobility, courtiers, and officers, having prepared
all their mufical inftruments, played on them for
thrce hours without intermiflion, {o that I was
quite ftunned with the noife ; neither could [ pofii-
bly guefs the meaning, till my tutor informed me.
He {aid, that the people of their ifland had their
ears adapted to hear the mufic of the fpheres,
which always played at certain periods, and the
court was now prepared to bear their part, in what-
ever inftrument they moft excelled.

In our journey towards Lagado, the capital city,
his Majefty ordered that the ifland fhould {ftop over
certain towns and villages, from whence he might
receive the petitions of his fubjedts.  And to this
purpole feveral pack-threads were let down with
Tmall weights at the bottom. On thefe pack-threads
the people ftrung their petitions, which mounted
up directly, like the fcraps of paper faftened by
ichool-boys at the end of the ftring that holds the:r
kite. Sometimes we received wine and victuals
from below, which were drawn up by pullies.

The knowledge I had in mathematics gave me
great afliftance in acquiring their phrafeology,
which depended much vpon that fcience, and mu-
fic ; and in the latter I was not unikilled. Their
ideas are perpetually converfant in lines and figures,

If
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If they would, for example, praife the beauty of a
woman, or any other animal, they defcribe it by
rhombs, circles, parallelograms, elliples, and other
geometrical terms, or by words of art drawn from
mufic, needlefs here to repeat. I obferved in the
King's kitchen all forts of mathematical and mufical
inftruments, afier the figures of which they cut
up the jointsthat were ferved to his Majefty’s table.

Their houfes are very ill built, the walls bevil,
without one right angle in any apartment ; and this
defect arifeth from the contempr they bear to prac-
tical geometry, which they defpife as vulgar and
mechanic, thofe inftrutions they give being too re-
fined for the intellectuals of their workmen, which
occafions perpetual miftakes. And although they
are dexterous enough upon a piece of paper in the
management of the rule, the pencil, and the divi-
der; yet in the common actions and behaviour of
life, 1 have not feen a more clumfy, awkward, and
unhandy people, nor fo {low and perplexed in their
conceptions upon all other fubjects, except thofe of
mathematics and mulic. They are very bad rea-
foners, and vehemently given to oppofition, unlefs
when they happen to be of the right opinion which
is feldom their cafe. Imagination, fancy, and in-
vention, they are wholly ftrangers to, nor have any
words in their language, by which thofe ideas can
be cxprefled ; the whole compafs of their thoughts
and mind being fhut up within the two fore-men-
tioned fciences.

Moft of them, and efpscially thofe who deal in
the aftronomical parr, have great faith in judicial
aftrology, zlthough they are athamed to own it pu-
blicly. But whatI chieflyadmired. and thought al-
together unaccountable, was the ftrong difpofition
I obferved in them towards news and politics, per-
petually inquiring into public affuirs, giving their
judgements in matters of ftate, and paflionately dif-
puting every inch of a party opinion. I have in-

deed
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deed obferved the fame difpofition among moft of
the mathematicians I have known in Europe, al-
though I could never difcover the leaft analogy be-
tween the two {ciences ; unlefs thofe people fuppole,
that becaufe the fmalleft circle hath as many de-
grees as the largeft, therefore the regulation and
management of the world require no more abili-
tics, than the handling and turning of a globe : but
I rather take this quality to {pring from a very com-
mon infirmity of human nature, inclining us to be
moft curious and conceited in matiers where we
have leait concern, and for which we are leaft a-
dapted, either by ftudy or nature,

‘Thefe people are under continual difquictudes,
never enjoying a minutes peace ot mind ; and their
difturbances proceed from caufes, which very little
affect the reft of mortals. Their apprehentions arife
from {everal changes they dread in the celeftial bo-
dies. For inftance, that the earth, by the continual
approaches of the fun towards it, muft be abforbed
or {wallowed up. I'hat the face of the fun will by
degrees be incrufted with its own effluvia, and give
no more light to the world. That the earth very
narrowly efcaped a brufh from the tail of the lait
comet, which would have infallibly reduced it to
athes ; and that the next, which they have calcula-
ted for one and thirty years hence, will probably
deftroy us. For, if in its perihelion it thould ap-
proach within a certain degree of the fun (as by
their calculations they have reafon to dread) it will
receive a degree of heat ten thoufand times more
intenfe, than that of red hot glowing iron; and,
in its abfence from the fun, carry a blazing tail ten
hundred thoufand and fourteen miles long ; through
which if the earth fhould pafs at the diftance of one
hundred thoufand miles from the nuelens, or main
body of the comet, it muft in its paffage be fet on
fire, and reduced to afhes. That the fun, daily
fpending its rays without any nutriment to fupply
them,
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them, will at laft be wholly confumeg and annihi-
lated ; which muft be attended with the deftruction
of this earth and of all the planets that receive their
light from it *. ‘

They are fo perpetually alarmed with the appre-
henfions of thefe, and the like impending dangers,
thar they can neither fleep quictly in their beds,
nor have any relith for the common pleafures or
amufements of life. When they meet an acquaint-
ance in the morning, the firft queftion is about the
fun’s health, how helooked at his {etting and rifing,
and what hopes they have to avoid the ftroke of
the approaching comet. This converfation they are
apt to run into with the fame temper, that boys
difcover in delighting to hear terrible ftories of fpi-
rits and hobgoblins, which they greedily liften to,
and dare not go to bed for fear. :

The women of the ifland have abundance of vi-
vacity ; they contemn their huibands, and are ex-
ceedingly fond of firangers, whereof there is al-
ways a confiderable number from the continent be-
low attending at court, cither upon aflairs of the
feveral towns and corporations, or their own par-
ticular occafions, but are much defpifed, becaufe
they want the fame endowments. Among thefe
the ladies chufe their gallants : but the vexation is,
that they aét with too much eafe and fecurity, for
the hufband is always fo rapt in {peculation, that
the miftrefs and lover may proceed to the greateft
familiaricies before his face, if he be but provided
with paper and implements, and without his flapper
at his fide.

The wives ond daughters lament their confine
ment to the ifland, although I think it the moft de-
licious fpot of ground in the world ; and although
they live here in the greatelt plenty and magpnifi-

* Al thefe wer

mathematical kno
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ence, and are allowed to do whatever they pleafe,
they long to fee the world, and take the diverfions
of the metropolis, which they are not allowed to
do without a particular licence from the Kino R a4
this is not eafy to be obtained, becaufe the people of
quality have found, by frequent experience, how
hard it is to perfuade their women to return from
below, T was told, that a great court-lady, who
had feveral children, is married to the prime mini-
fter, the richeft fubjeét in the kingdom, a very
graceful perfon, extremely fond of her, and lives
in the fineft palace of the ifland, went down to La-
gado on the pretence of health, there hid herfelf
tor feveral months, till the King fent a warrant to
fearch for her, and fhe was found in an obfcure
cating-houfe all in rags, having pawned her cloaths
to maintain an old deformed tootman, who beat
her every day, and in whofe company fhe was taken
much againft her will, And although her hufband

received her with all pofiible kindnefs, and without

the leaft reproach, fhe foon after contrived to fteal

down again with all her jewels to the fame gallant,

and hath not been heard of fince,

‘T'his may perhaps pafs with the reader rather for
an European or Englith ftory, than for one of a
country fo remote, But he may pleafe to confider,
that the caprices of womankind are not limited by
any climate or nation, and that they are much
mare uniform than can be eafily imagined.

In about a month’s time, I had made a tolerable
proficiency in their language, and was able to an-
iwer moft of the King's queftions, when I had the
honour to atend him, His Majefty difcovered not
the leall curiofity to inquire into the laws, govern-
ment, hiftory, religion, or manners of the coun-
tries where I had been, but confined his queftions
to the ftate of mathematics, and received the ac-
[ gave him with great contempt and indif-
ference,

€
count
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ference, though often roufed by his flapper on each
fide

GHA 2. HIE

A phenomenon folved by modern philsfuphy and aftro-

nomy. The Laputians great improvements in the
latter. The King's method of fupprefling infurrec-
tions.,

v

I Defired leave of this prince to fee the curiofitic
of the ifland, which he was gracioufly pleafed
to grant, and ordered my tutor to attend me I
chiefly wanted to know, to what caufe in art or in
nature it owed its feveral motions, whereof I will

now give a philofophical account to the reader.
The flying or floating ifland is exaétly circular,
its diameter 7837 yards, or about four miles and an
half, ‘and confequently contains ten thoufand acres.
It is three hundred yards thick. The bottom, or
under furface, which appears to thofe who view it
from below, is one even regular plate of adamant,
thooting up to the height of about two hundred
vards. Above it lic the feveral minerals in their
ufual order, and over all is a coat of rich mould,
ten or twelve feet deep. The declivity of the upper
furface, from the circumference to the centre, is
the natural caufe why all the dews and rains, which
fall upon the ifland, are conveyed in {mall rivulets
towards the middle, where they are emptied into
four large bafons, each of about half a mile in cir-
cuit, and two hundred yards diftant from the cen-
tre. From thefe bafons the water is continually ex-
haled by the fun in the day-time, which effectually
prevents their overflowing. Befides, as it is in the
power of the monarch to raife the ifland above the
N 2 region
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region of clouds and vapours, he can prevent the
falling of dews and rains whenever he pleafes, For
the higheft clouds cannot rife above two miles, as
naturalifts agree, ac leaft they were never known to
do {o in that country.
Atthe centre of the ifland there is a chafm about
fifty yards in diameter, from whence the aftrono-
ners defeend into a large dome, which is therefore
called flandona gagnole, or the aftronomer’s cave, fi
tuated at the depth of a hundred yards beneath
the upper furface of the adamane. In this cave are
twenty lamps continually burning, which, from the
refle€tion of the adamant, caft a {trong light into
cvery part. The place is ftored with great variery
of fexrants, quadrants, ttlu!cupcs, aftrolabes, and
other aftronomical inftruments. But the greateft
curiofity, upon which the fate of the ifland depends,
is a ioadftone of a prodigious fize, in thape refem-
bling a weaver’s fhuttle, It is in length fix yards,
and in the thickeft part at leaft three yards over,
This magnet is fuftained by a very {trong axle of
adamant pafling through its middle, upon which it
plays, and is poifed fo exacltly, that the weakeft
hand ean turn it It js hooped round with an hol-
low cylinder of adamant, four feet deep, as many
thick, and twelve yards in diameter, placed hori-
zontally, and fupported by eight adamantine feet,
cach fix yards high, In the middle of the concave
fide there is a groove twelye inches deep, in which
the extremities of the axle are lodged, and turned
round as there is occafion.

The ftone cannot be moved from its place by
any force, becaufe the hoop and its feet are one
continued piece with that body of adamant, which
conititutes the bottom of the ifland.

By means of this load- ftone the ifland is made to
rife and fall, and move from one place to anather,
For, with refpect to that part of the earth ovep
which the monarch prefides, the flone is endued at
one
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x
one of its fides with an attractive power, and at the
other with a repulfive. Upon placing the magnet
eret, with its attraéting end rowards the earth, the
ifland defcends ; but when the repelling extréemity
points downwards, the ifland mounts diredtly up-
wards. When the ;‘n.:mm of the ftone is eblique,
the motion of the ifland is {o too : for in this mag-
net the forces always aét in lines parallel to its di-
rection,

By this oblique motion the ifland is conveyed to
different parts of the monarch’s dominions, To
explain the manner of its progrefs, let 4 B repre-
fent a line drawn crofs the dominions of Balnibar-
bi, let the line ¢ & reprefent the load: ftone, of
which let 4 be the repelling end, and ¢ the attradting
end, the ifland being cver C; let the fione be plac-
ed in the pniiti(m ¢ d, with its rqn:l]ir.o end down-
wards ; then the ifland will be driven upwards ob-
liquely towards D. When it is arrived at B et
the ftone be turned ‘upen its axle, tll its attracting
end points towards £, and then the ifland will be
carried obliquely towards E ; where, if the ftone
be again turned upon its axle, till ir flands in
the pofition £ F, with its repelling point downward,
the ifland will rife obliquely towards F, where, by
directing the atracting end towards G, the ifland
may be carried o &, and from G to K, by turning
the ftone , o asto make 1 its rep2 lling exXtremity point
diredtly d.).vnw.u-J. And thus, by ch.mgmg the
fituation of the {tone as often as there is occalion,
the ifland is made to rife and fall by turns in an ob-
lique direction, and by thofe alternate rifings and
fallings (the obliquity being not confider able,) is
Lonvc)cd from one part of “the dominions to the
other.

Burt it muft be oblerved, that this ifland cannot
move bevond the extent of the dominions below,
nor can it rife above the height of four mil"s. For
which the altronomers (w ho have writte n large fyi-

<
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tems concerning the ftone,) aflign the following rea-
fon : that the magnetic virtue does not extend be-
yond the diftance of four miles, and thar the mine-
ral, which ats upon the ftone in the bowels of the
carth, and in the fea about fix leagues diftant from
the fhore, is nort diffufed through the whole globe,
but terminated with the limits of the King’s domi-
nions ; and it was eafy, from the great advantage
of fuch a fuperior fitnation, for a prince to bring
under his obedience, whatever country lay within
the attraction of that magnet.

When the ftone is put parallel to the plane of
the horizon, the ifland ftandeth {till ; for in that
cafe the extremities of it, being at equal diftance
from the earth, aét with equal force, the one i
drawing downwards, the other in puthing upwards,
and confequently no morion can enfue.

['his load-ftone is under the care of certain aftro-
nomers, who from rime to time give it {uch poli-
tions 2s the monarch direéts. They fpend the great-
eft part of their lives in oblerving the celeftial bo-
dies, which they do by the afliftance of glafles far
excelling ours in goodnes. TFor, although their

; telefcopes do not exceced three feer, they
much more than thofe of an hundred with

us, and thew the ffars with greater clearnefs. This

advantage hath enabled them to extend their difco-
veries much farth
rope; for they have made a catalopue of ten thou-
iand fixed ftars, whereas the largeit of o

than our aftronomers in Eu-

urs do not
contain above one third part of that number, They
have likewife difcovered two leffer ftais, or fatel-
lites, which revolve about Mars, whereof the inner-
moft is diftant from the centre of the primary pla-
net, exadtly three of his diameter:, dnd the outer-
moft five; the former revolves in the ipace of ten
hours, and the latier in twenty-one and an half; {o
that the fquares of their periodical times are very
near ia the fame proportion wirh the cubes of their
diftance
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diftance from the centre of Mars, which evidently
fhews them to be governed by the fame law of g)ra-
vitation, that influences the other heavenly bodies.

"They have oblerved ninety-three different comets,
and fettled their periods with great exaétoefs. If
this be true, (and they afficm it with great confi-
dence,) it is much to be wifl 1ed, that their obferva-
tions were made public, whcrc,by the theory of co-
mers, which at prefent is very lame and defective,
might be brought to the fame perfection with other
parts of altronomy.

The King would be the moft abfolute prince in
the univerfe, if he could but prevail on a miniftry
to join with him ; but thefe, having their eftates
below on the continent, and confidering thar the
office of a favourite hath a very uncertain tenure,
would never confent to the enflaving their country,

If any town fhould engage in lLLC]llOI) or mutiny,
fall into violent fadtions, or refule to pay the cfual
tribute, the King hath two methods of reducing
them to obedience. The firft and the mildeft courfe
is by keeping the ifland hovering over fuch a town
and the lands about ir, whereby hc, can deprive them
of the benefir of the mn and the rain, and confe-
quently affli¢t the inhabitants with dearth and dif-
eafes. And if the crime delerve ir, they are at the
fame time pelted from above with great ftones, -a-
gainft which they have no defence but by c1e»v)wg
into cellars or caves, while the roofs of their houfes
are beaten to pieces. But if they fiill continue ob-
{tinate, or offer to raife infurretions, he proceeds
to the laft lu'm_dv by letting the ifland drop diredt-
Iy upo'l their he: ‘d which makes an u;munl de-
ftruction both of hmal..; and men. However, this
is an extremity to which the prince is {eldom driven,
neither indeed is he willing to put it in execution,
nor dare his minifters advife him to an aétion, which,
as it would render them odious to the people, io it

would
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would be a greatdamage to their own eftates, which
lie all below, for the ifland is the King’s demefn.
But there is ftill indeed a more weighty reafon,
why the kings of this country have been always
averfe from executing fo terrible an aétion, unlefs
upon the utmoft neceflity. Tor if the town, in-
tended to be deftroyed, fhould have in it any tall
rocks, as it generally falls ont in the larger citics, a
fitcuation probably chofen at firlt with a view to pre-
vent {uch a cataftrophe ; or if it abound in high
{pires, or pillars of {ftone, a fudden fall might en-
danger the bottom or under-furface of the ifland,
which, alihough it confift, as I have faid, of one
intire adamant two hundred yards thick, might
happen to crack by too great a thock, or burft by
approaching too near the fires from the houfes be-
low, as the backs both of iron and ftone will often
do in our chimnies. OFf all this the people are well
appriled, and underftand how far to carry their
ub.*lin‘u‘_\'. where their liberty or property is con-
cerned.  And the King, when he is higheft pro-
voked, and moft determined to prefs a city to rub-
bith, orders theifland to defcend with grear gentle-
nefs, out of a pretence of tendernefs to his people ;
g the adamantine bot-
tom ; in which cafe it is the .npiniun of all their
ilofophers, thar the load-flone could no longer
10ld it up, and the whole mafs would fall to the

gi wind,

but indeed for fear of break
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EBANTON TN IRERANSD RN SONSRE A ERANED
CHARP. IV

The author leaves Laputa, is conveyed to Balnibarbi,
arrives at the metropolis. A defeription of the me-
tropolis, and the country adjoining. The authar bof-
pitably received by a great lord, His cw:z'c’rj}trim
with that lord.

LTHOUGH I cannot fay that I was ill-treated

in this ifland, yet I muft confels I thought
myfelf too much negle€ted, not without {fome de-
gree of contempt. For neither prince nor people
appeared to be curious in any part of knowledge,
except mathematics and mufic, wherein I was far
their inferior, and upon that account very little re-
garded.

On the other fide, after having feen all the cu-
riofities of the ifland, I was very delirous to leave
it, being heartily weary of thofe people. They were
indeed excellent in two {ciences, for which I have
great efteem, and wherein I am not unverfed, bue
at the fame time {o abftraéted and involved in fpecu-
lation, that I never met with {uch difagreeable com~
panions. I converfed only with women, tradefmen,
flappers, and court-pages, during two months of
my abode there ; by which at laft I rendered myfelf
extremely contemptible ; yet thefe were the only
people, from whom I could ever receive a reafona-
ble anfwer.

I had obtained by hard ftudy a good degree of
knowledge in their language ; I was weary of being
confined to an ifland, where I received {o little coun-
tenance, and refolved to leave it with the firft op-
portunity.

There was a great lord at court, nearly related to

Mol 2V, 0] the
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the King, and, for that reafon alone, ufed with
refpet. He was univerfally reckoned the moft
ignorant and ftupid perfon among them. He had
performed many eminent fervices for the crown,
had grear natural and acquired parts, adorned with
integrity and honour, but {o ill an ear for mufic,
that his detraltors reported he had been often known
to beat time in the wrong place; neither could his
tutors, without extreme difficulty, teach him to de-
monftrate the molt eafy propofition in the mathe-
matics. He was pleaied 1o fhew me many marks of
favour, often did me the honour of a vifit, defired
to be informed in the affairs of Europe, the laws
and cuftoms, the manners and learning of the feve-
ral countries where I had wravelied. He liftened to
me with great attention, and made very wife obfer-
vations on all I {poke. He had two tlappers at-
tending him for ftate, but never made ufe of them,
except at court, and in vifits of ceremony, and
would always command them to withdraw, when
we were alone together.

I entreated this illuftrious perfon to intercede in
my behalf with Lis Majefty for leave to depar,
which he accordingly did, as he was pleafed to teil
me, with regret: for indeed he had made me feve-
ral offers very advantageous, which however I re-
fufed with expreflions of the higheft acknowledg-
ment,

On the 16th of February I took leave of his
Majefty and the court, The King made me a pre-
fent to the value of about two hundred pounds
Englith, and my proteétor, his kinfman, as much
more, together with a leiter of recommendation to
a friend of his in Lagado, the mictropolis: the ifland
being then hovering over a moustain about two
miles from it, [ was let down from the loweft gal-
lery. in the fume manner as I had been taken up.

The continent, as far as it is {ubject to the mo-
narch of the flying ifland, pafies under the general

name
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name of Balnibarbi ; and the metropolis, as I faid
before, is called Lagado. I felt fome little fatis-
faction in Anding myfelf on firm ground I walked
to the city without any concern, being clad like one
of the natives, and fufficiently inftruted to conver{e
with them. I foon found out the perfon’s houfe to
whom 1 was recommended, prefented my letter
from his friend the grandee in the ifland, and was
veceived with much kindnefs. - This great lord,
whofe name was Munodi, ordered me an apartment
in his own houfe, where I continued during my
ftay, and was entertained in a moft hofpitable man-
ner.

The next morning after my arrival he took me
in his chariot to fee the town, which is about halt
the bignefs of London, but the houfes very {trange-
ly buils, and moft of them out of repair. The
people in the {treets walked faft, looked wild, their
eyes fixed, and were gencrally in rags. ‘We paified
through one of the town-gates, and went about
three miles inte the country, where I faw many la-
bourers working with feveral {orts of tools in the
ground, but was not able to conjefture what they
were about ; neither did I obferve any xpectation
cither of cora or grafs, although the foil appeared
to be excellent. I could not forbear admiring at
thefe odd appearances both in town and country;
and I made bold to defire my condudtor, that he
would be pleafed to explain to me what could be
meant by fo many bufy heads, hands, and faces,
both in the ftreets and the fields, becaufe I did not
difcover any good effeéts they produced ; but, on
the contrary, I never knew 2 foil fo unhappily cul-
tivated, houles {o ill contrived and fo ruinous, cra
people whofe countenances and habit exprefled fo
much mifery and want.

This Lord Munodi was a perfon of the firft
rank, and had been fome years governor of Laga-
do; but by a cabal of mimfters was difcharged for

(5)8) infufficiency
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infufficiency. However the King treated him with
tendernefs, as a well-meaning man, but of a low
contemptible underftanding.

When I gave that free cenfure of the country
and its inhabitants, he made no further anfwer,
than by telling me, that I had not been long enough
among them to form a judgement; and that the
different nations of the world had different cuf-
toms ; with other common topics to the fame pur-
pofe. But, when we returned to his palace, he
atked me how I liked the building, whar abfurdities
I obferved, and what quarrel I had with the drefs
or looks of his domeftics. This he might fafely
do ; becaufe every thing about him was magnificent,
regular, and polite. I anfwered, that his Excel.
lency’s prudence, quality, and fortune, had ex-
empted him from thefe defedts, which folly and
beggary had produced in others. He faid, if I
would go with him to his country-houfe about
twenty miles diftant, where his effate lay, there
would be more leifure for this kind of converfation.
I told his Excellency, that I was intirely at his dif-
pofal; and accordingly we fet out next morning,

During our journey he made me obferve the fe-
veral methods ufed by farmers in managing their
lands; which to me were wholly unaccountable;
for except in fome very few places, I could not dif.
cover one ear of corn, or blade of grafs. Butin
three hours travelling, the feene was wholly altep-
ed ; we came into 2 moit beautiful country ; farm-
ers houfes at finall diftances neatly buile, the fields
inclofed, containing vineyards, corn-grounds, and
meadows. Neither do I remember to have feen a
more-delightful profpeé. His Excellency obferv-
ed my countenance to clear up; he told me with a
figh, that there his eftate began, and would conri-
nue the fame, till we fhould come to his houfe,
That his countrymen ridiculed and defpifed him for
managing his affairs no better, and for fetting fo ill

an
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an example to the kingdom, which however was
followed by very few, fuch as were old, and wil-
ful, and weak like himfelf.

We came at length to the houfe, which was in-
deed a noble frumtm_, buiit according to the beft
rules of ancient architeCture. The fountains, gar-
dens, walks, avenues, and groves, were zll difpol-
ed with exalt judgement and rtafte. 1 gave due
praifes to every thing I faw, whereof his Excellen-
cy took not the leaft notice till after fupper; when,
there being no third companion, he rold me wiih
a very melancholy air, that he doubted he muft
throw down his houfes in town and country to re-
build them after the prefent nmd\:, defiroy all his
plantations, and caft others into f '-h a form as
modern ufage required, and give the {fame directions
to all his renants, unlefs he would fubmit to incur
the cenfure of pride, fingulariry, affctation, igno-
rance, caprice, and perhaps increafc his Majefty’s
difpleafure,

That ‘the admiration I appeared to be under,
would ceafe or diminith, w l;,a he had informed
me of fome particolars, which probably I never
heard of at'court, the peepl so much
taken up in their own fpeculations to have regard
to what pafled here below,

The fum of his difcourfe was to this effect: that
about forty years ago certain perfons wenr up to
Laputa, either upon bufinefs or diverfion, and afier
five months continuance came back with a very
little fmatrering in mathematics, bwL full of volatile
fpirits acquired in that airy region. Thar thefe per-
fons upo their return began to dnum the manage-
ment of every thing below, -e.nd fell into fchemes of
putting - all m‘ts, fciences, lan nguages, and mecha-
nics upon 2 new foot. ‘Lo this end t‘lLv plocm‘Ld
a royal patent for erefting an academy of projectors
in Lagado ; and the humour prevailed fo ftrongly
among the people, that there is not a town of any

onfequence
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confequence in the kingdom withour fuch an aca-
demy. In thele colleges the profeflors contrive
new rules and methods of agriculture and building,
and new inftruments and too!s for all trades and
manufaétures, whereby, as they undertake, one
man fhall do the work of ten, a palace may be
builr in a week, of materials fo durable, as to laft
for ever without repairing, All the fruits of the
earth fhall come to ma turity at whatever feafon we

think fit hufe, and increafe an hundred-fold
more than they do ar prefent; with innumerable
other happy L\l()pnl;i:_ The only inconvenience

is, that none of thefe projeéts are yet brought to
perfeétion, and in the mean time the whole coun-
try lies miferably wafte, the houfes in ruins, and
the people without food or cloaths. By all which,
nitead of being dilcouraged, they are fifty times
more violently bent upon profecuting their fchemes,
driven cqu(\liy on by hope and dLi‘p1ir ; that as for
himf{elf, being not of an enterprifing {pirit, he was
content to go on in the old forms, to live in the
houfes his anceftors had built, and act as they did
in every part of life without innovation. “That
fome few other perfons of quality and gentry had
done the fame, but were looked on with an eye of
contempt and ill-will, as enemies to art, ignorant,
and ill commonwealths-men, 'n'cfcrrmg their own
eafe and floth before the general improvement of
their country.

His Lordfhip added, that he would not by any
further particulars prevent the pleafure I thould
certainly take in viewing the grand academy, whi-
ther he was refolved 1 iuould go. He only “defired
me to obferve a ruined building upon the fide of a
mountain abeut three miles dlf’c.mt, of which he
gave me this account : that he had a Very-conveni-
ent mill within half a mile of his houfe, “turned by
a current from a large river, and fufficient for his
swn family, as well as a great number of his te-
nants,
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nants. That about feven years ago, a club of thefe
proje&ors came to him with propofals to deftroy
this mill, and build another on the fide of that
mountain, on the long ridge whereof a long canal
muft be cut for a repofitory of water to be convey-
ed up by pipes and engines to fupply the mill, be-
caufe the wind and air upon a height agitated the
water, and thereby made it fitter for motion : and
becaufe the water defcending down a declivity would
turn the mill with half the current of a river, whofe
courfe is more upon a level. He faid, that being
then not very well with the courr, and prefled by
many of his friends, he complied with the propofal;
and, afier émploying an hundred men for two
years the work mifcarried, the projeltors went off,
laying the blame entirely upon him, railing at him
ever fince, and putting others upon the fame expe-
riment with equal affurance of fuccefs, as well as
equal difappointment.

In a few days we came back to town, and his ex-
cellency, confidering the bad charaéter he had in
the academy, would not go with me himielf, but
recommended me to a friend of his to bear me com-
pany thither. My lord was pleafed to reprefent me
as a great admirer of projedts, and a perfon of
much curiofity, and ealy belief : which indeed was
not without truth; for I had myfelf been a fort of
projettor in my younger days,

CHAP.
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C R AP Y.
The author jmrmi!z‘-“f to fee the grand academy of La-

gado.  The academy largely defiribed, The arts
wherein the profeffors emp fy r/wm_/e. ves *,

1S academy is not an entire fingle building,

but a continuation of {everal houfes on both

fides of a ftreet, which growing wafte, was pur-
ied to that ule.

chafed and app

ng ifland, and the mar-
f Lagado, may appear,
Jatent wit and humour,
maticians who have
that they bav
ve ‘been Lh‘.-.'ﬁy

vet it is a real |
Tt is a fatire upon thofe aftronom
fo entirely dedicated their time to the p
been carelefs of their family and (nu:trj.',
anxious abeut the cconemy and welfare of the upper worlds,
Butif we confidar ‘\l't 's romance in aferi , We fhall ﬁr‘o him
of opinion, that t erminations in g\liﬁln.\lw, which at pre-
fent feem to the mat wing men to be perfeétly well founded and
lerflood, are in reality unfettled, or uncertain, and may perhaps,
ages hence, be as much decried as the axioms of Ariflotle are
ys 'Sir Ifsac Newion and his notions may hereafter be out
of fathion. . There 35 a kind of mode in philofophy, as well as in
other things : and fuch modes often change more from the humour
and caprice of men, th eithe l’-om t‘m unreafonable, or the ill-
founded conclufions of th The reafonings of fome
philofophers have undoubtedly h,un dation tl
but I am of Opinun ( {eems to be 1
thinking,) that the moft app p! ophy, hitherto ext
not fully, clearly, and cenair y expla many difficult
ph&nomena of nature, I am induced to believe, that Gaod may h
abfolutely denied us the perfe@ knowledge of many pmnl: in phi
iuoh', fo tha twe ﬂ. || mm arrive at that perfection, however cer-
lm\m" atrzined to it already.
e in rebus, et
. ©Orrery.

“This note in general a teftimony of his Lordthip’s ap-
probation, butit is not eafy to difcover what in particular is meant
by the word real, fince every picture is a real piure, whether it be
C\Jplfd from nature or fancy ; and indeed it is equally difficule to con-

ceive now a picture of any kind can be embellithed with that which
is hidden,

I was
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I was received very kindly by the warden, and
went for many days to the academy Every room
hath in it one or more projetors ; and T believe 1
could not be in fewer than five hundred rooms.

The firft man I faw was of a meagre afpe&, with
footy hands and face, his hair and beard long, rag-
ged and finged in feveral places. His cloaths, thire,
and fkin, were all of the fame colour. He had been
cight years upon a projet for extracting fun-beams
out of cucumbers, which were to be put into vials
hermetically fealed, and let out to warm the air in
raw inclement fummers. He told me, he did not
doubt, that, in eight years more, he fhould be able
to fupply the governor’s gardens with fun-fhine
at a reafonable rate ; but he complained that his
ftock was low, and intreated me to give him fome-
thing as an encouragement to ingenuity, elpecially
fince this had been a very dear {eafon for cucum-
bers. I made him a fmall prefent, for my lord had
furpifhed me with money on purpofe, becaufe he
knew their pradtice of begging from all who go to
{ee them,

I went into another chamber, but was ready to
haften back, being almoft overcome with a horrible
ttink. My conduétor prefled me forward, conjuring
me in a whifper to give no offence, which would
be highly refented, and therefore I durft not fo
much as ftop my nofe. The projeétor of this cell
was the moft ancient ftudent of ‘the academy ; his
face and beard were of a pale yellow : his hands
and cloaths dawbed over with filth.  When I was
prefcnted to him he gave me a clofe embrace, (a
compliment [ could well have excufed) His em-
ployment from his firft coming into- the academy
was an operation o reduce human excrement to its
original food, by feparating the feveral parts, re-
moving the tinéture which it receives from the gall,
making the odour exhale, and feumming off the
faliva. He had a weekly allowance from the fo-

VoL. V. B ciety
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ciety of a veflel filled with human ordure about the
bignefls of a Briftol barrel,

I faw another at work to calcine ice into gun-
powder, who likewife thewed me a treatife he had
written concerning the malleability of fire, which
he intended to publifh,

There was a moft ingenious architeét, who had
contrived a new method for building houfes by be-
ginning at the roof, and working downwards to the
toundation, which he juftified to me by the like
practice of thofc two prudent infeéts the bee and the
ipider.

There was a'man born blind, who had feveral
apprentices in his own condition : their employment
was to mix colours for painters, which their maf-
ter taught them to dittinguith by fecling and fmel-
ling. it was indeed my misfortune to find them at
that time not very perfect in their leflons, and the
profeflor himfelf happened to be generally miftaken,
This artift is much encouraged and efteemed by the
whele fraternity.

In another apartment I was highly pleafed with a
projector, who had found a device of plowing the
ground with hogs, to fave the charges of ploughs,
cattle, and labour.. The method is this : In an
acre of ground you bury at fix inches diftance and
eight deep, a quantity of acorns, dates, chelnuts,
and other mafte or vegetables, whereof thefe ani-
mals are fondeft: then you drive fix hundred or
more of them into the field, where in a few days
they will root up the whole ground in fearch of
their food, and mnake it fit for fowing, at the fame
time manuring it with their dung ; it is true, upon
experiment they found the charge and trouble very
great, and they had liule or no crop. However, it
is not to be doubted, that this invention may be
capable of great improvement,

I went into another room, where the walls and
cicling were all hung round with cobwebs, except
a narrow
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a narrow paflage for the artift to goin and out. At
my entrance he called aloud to me not to difturb
his webs. He lamented the fatal miftake the world
had been fo long in of ufing filk-worms, while we
had fuch plenty of domeftic infects, who infinitely
excelled the former, becaufe they underftood how
to weave as well as {pin. And he propofed farther,
thar, by employing fpiders, the charge of dying
{ilks {hould be wholly faved ; whereof I was fuliy
convinced, when he thewed me a vaft number of
flies moft beautifully colourcd, wherewith he fed
his {piders, affuring us, that the webs would take
a tinéture from them ; and, as he had them of all
hues, he hoped to fit every body’s fancy, as {oon
as he could find proper tood for the flies, of cer-
tain gums, oils, and other glutinous matter, to give
a ftrength and coniiltence to the threads.

There was an aftronomer, who had undertaken
to place a fun-dial upon the great weather-cock on
the town houfe, by adjufting the annual and diur-
nal motions of the earth and fun, {o as to anfwer
and coincide with all accidental turnings of the
wind.

I was complaining of a {mall fit of the cholic,
upon which my cond uctor led me into a room
where a great phyfician refided, who was famous
for curing that difeale by contrary operations from
the fame inftrument. He had a large pair of bel-
lows with a long flender muzzle of ivory : this he
conveyed cight inches up the anus, and, drawing in
the wind, he aflirmed, he could make the guts as
lank as a dried bladder. DBut when the difeafe was
more ftubborn and violent, he let in the muzzle
while the bellows were full of wind, which he dif-
charged into the body of the patient; then with-
drew the inftrument to replenifh it, clapping his
thumb ftrongly againft the orifice of the funda-
ment ; and, this being repeated three or four times,
the adventitious wind would ruth out, bringing the

| S noxious
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noxious along with it, (like water put into a pump, )
and the patient recover. I faw hiny try both expe-
riments vpon a dog, but could not difcern any
effeét from the former. Afier the latter, the ani-
mal was ready to burft, and made fo violent a dif-
charge, as was very offenfive to me and my compa-
nions. The dog died on the fpot, and we left the
doftor endeavouring to recover him by the fame
operation,

I vifited many other apartments, but fhall not
trouble my reader with all the curiofities I obferved,
being ftudious of brevity.

I had hitherto {een only one fide of the academy,
the other being appropriated to the advancers of
{peculative learning, of whom I fhall fay fomething
when Ihave mentioned one illuftrious perfon more,
who is called among them the univerfal artiff. He
told us he had been thirty years employing his
thoughts for the improvement of human life. He
had two large rooms full of wonderful curiofities,
and fifty men at work. Some were condenfing air
into a dry tangible fubftance by extracting the nitre,
and letting the aqueous or fluid particles percolate ;
others {oftening marble for pillows and pin-cu-
thions ; others petrifying the hoofs of a living
horfe to preferve them from foundering. The ar-
tift himfelf was at that time bufy upon two great
defigns ; the firft, to fow land with chaff, wherein
he affirmed the true feminal virtue to be contained,
as he demonfirated by feveral experiments, which I
was not tkilful enough to comprehend, The other
was, by a certain cempolition of gums, mineials,
and vegetables, outwardly applied to prevent the
growth of wool upon two young lambs; and he
hoped in a reafonable time to propagate the breed
of naked fheep all over the kingdeom.

We croffed a walk to the other part of the aca-
demy, where, as I have already faid, the projectorsin
{peculative learning refided,

The
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The firft profeffor I faw was in a very large room
with forty pupils about him. After falutation ob-
ferving me to look earneftly upon a frame which
took up the greateft part of both the length and
breadth of the room, he faid perhaps I might
wonder to fee him employed in a project for impro-
ving fpeculative knowledge by pradtical and nwch‘l-
nical operations. But Ih: ‘world would foon be
fenfible of its ufefulnefs ; and he flattered himfelf,
that a more noble exalted thought never fprang in
any other man’s head, L\'tly one knew, how la-
borious the ufual method is of attaining to arts and
{ciences ; whereas by his contrivance, the moft ig-
norant pcrlon at a reafonable charge, and with a
little bodily labour, might write bool\s in philofo-
phy, poetry, politics, law, mathematics, and the-
ology, without the leaft affiftance from genius or
ftudy. He then led me to the frame, about the
fides whereof all his pupils ftood in ranks : It was
twenty feet {quare, placed in the middle of the room.
The fuperficies was cc"lpofcd of feveral bits of
wood about the bl gnefs of a dye, but fome larger
than others. m_, were all linked to gether by
flender wires. Thele bits of wood were covewd on
every fquare with paper pafted on them; and on
thefe papers were written all the \V(Jld:a of their
language, in their feveral moods, tenfecs, and de-
clenfions ; but without any order. The profefibr
then defired me to obferve ; for he was gaing to fet
his engine at work. The pupils at his command
took each of them hold of an iron-handle, whereof
there were forty fixed round the edges of the
frame ; and, giving them a fudden turn, the whole
difpofition of the words was intirely changed. He
then commanded fix and thirty of the iads to read
the {everal lines {ofily, as tht) 0 ared upon the
frame ; and where they found three or four words
together, that might make part of a fentence, they
dictated to the four remaining boys, who were

{cribes.
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fcribes. This work wasrepeated three or four times,
and at every turn, the engine was {o contrived, that
the words fhifted into new places, as the fquare bits
of wood moved upfide down.

Six hours a-day the young ftudents were employ-
ed in this labour, and the profeflor thewed me fe-
veral volumes in large folio already colleéted of
broken fentences, which he intended to piece toge-
ther, and out of thofe rich materials to give the
world a compl:.\t body of all arts and fciences
which however might be ftill improved and much
expedited, if the public would raife a fund for ma-
king and employing five hundred fuch frames in
Lagado, and oblige the managers to contribute in
common their feveral collections.

He affured me, that this invention had emploved
all his thoughts from his youth : that he had emp-
tied the whole vocabulary into his frame, and made
the firicteft computation ef the general proportion
there is in books between the numbn rs of particles,
nouns, and verbs, and other parts of {peech *.

I made my humbleft acknowledgment to this il-
luftrious perfon for his great communicativenefs ;
and promifed, if ever I had the good fortune to
return t0 my native country, that I would do him
juftice, as the fole inventor of this wonderful ma-
chine; the form and contrivance of which I defired
leave to delineate upon paper, as in the figure here
annexed. [ told him, although it were the cuftom
of our learned in Europe to fteal inventions from
cach other, who had thereby at leaft this advantage,
that it became a controverly which was the right

* The projeét for a more ealy and expeditions methed of writing a
reatife in 1.'y fcience, b)r a woonden L,,..mc, is enter 3
al, and is aimed at thofe authots \‘-nn, inftead of cec:iving
rials from their own thoughts and obfervations, colleét fiom dictio-
naries and common placebooks, an irregular variety, without order,
afe, ordefign:

¢¢ Ut nec pes nec caput uni

¢ Reddatur forme, Orrery.

owner ;
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owner; yet I would take fuch caution, that he
{hould have the honour entire without a rival.

We next went to the fchool of languages, where
three profeflors fat in confultation upon improving
that of their own country.

The firft project was to fhorten difcourfe by cut-
ting polylyllables into one, and leaving out verbs
and participles ; becaufe in reality all things ima-
ginable are but nouns *,

The other project was a {cheme for entirely abo-
lithing all words whatfoever ; and this was urged
as a great advantage in point of health, as well as
brevity. For it is plain, that every word we fpeak,
is in fome degree a diminution of our lungs by cor-
rofion ; and confequently contributes to the thor-
tening of our lives. An expedicnt was therefore
offered, that, fince words are only names for things,
it would be more convenient for all men to carry
about them fuch things as were neceflary to exprets
the particular bufincis they are to dilcourie on.
And this invention would certainly have taken
place, to the great eafe as well as health of the fub-
ject, if the women, in conjunction with the vulgar
and illiterate, had not threatened to raife a rebelli-
on, unlefs they might be allowed the liberty to fpeak
with their tongues, after the manner of their fore-
fathers ; fuch conftant irreconcileable enemies to
{cience are the common people. However, many
of the moft learned and wife adhere to the new
feheme of exprefling themfelves by things, which
hath only this inconvenience attending it, that iz
man’s bufinefs be very great and of various kinds,
he muft be obliged in proportion to carry a greater

* This project is pointed at the pernitious cuffom of contradling
the Englith language, the dialeét of which is naturally barfh, and
that harfhnefs is {till increaled by improper contra&ions. As Swift
was fcrupuloufly exaét in the pronunciation of his own tongue, not
the Jeaft improper expreflion over efcaped his cenfure. And I remem-
ber to have feen in manufcript a d:iivnary of hard words, compo-
fed by him for the ufe of his temale fenate,  Orrery.

bundle
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bundle of things upon his back, unlefs he can af-
ford one or two ftrong fervants to attend him. I
have often beheld two of thofe fages almoft finking
under the weight of their p.ukq like pedlars among
us; who, when they met in the ftreets, would lay
down their loads, open their facks, and hold con-
verfation for an hour together ; then put up their
implements, help each other to refume their bur-
thens, and take their leave:

But for fhort converfations 4 man may carry im-
plements in his pockers and under his arms enough
1o *uimly him; and in his houfe he cannot be at a
lofs. Therefere the room, where company meet
who praétife this art, is full of all things ready at
hand, requifite to furnith matter for this kind of
artificial conver(=,

Another great advantage propofed by this inven-
tion was, that it would ferve as an univerfal lan-
guage to be underftood in all civilized nations,
whofe goods and utenfils are generally of the fame
kind, or nearly refembling, fo tl hat their ufes might

ealily"be compuhu ded.” And thus ambaffadors
wonld be qu alified to treat with Forcign princes, or
minifters of ftate, to whofe tongues they were utter
ftrangers.

I was at the mathematical fchool, where the ma-
fter taught his pupils after a method fearce imagi-
nable to ‘us in Eurape. The propofition and de-
monftration were F‘mly written on a thin wafer,
with ink compofed of a cephalic tinéture. This the
ftudent was to {wallow upon a fafting ftomach, and
for three days following eat nothing b 1t bread and
water. - As the wafer digefted, the tinctare mount-
ed to his brain, bearing the propofition along with
it.  Burt the fuccefs Iwa not hitherto been anfwer-
able, partly by fome error in the guantum or com-
P \ﬁ[iu’l, and p"u‘t y by the pervcrilm;s of lads 3 to
whom this bolus is {o n: mkous, that they generally
fteal afide and difcharge it upwards, before it can
OPEI‘.L'E-L 3




Chap. VI. A VOYAGE 70 LAPUTA, &c. 121

operate ; neither have they been yet perfuaded to
ufe fo long an abftinence as the prefcription re-
quires.
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A further account of the academy. The author pro-
pofes fame improvements, wwhich are honourably re-
cetved ¥,

IN the fchool of political projeftors I was but ili
entertained ; the profeflors appearing in my
judgement wholly out of their fenfes ; which is a
{cene that never fails to make me melancholy.
Thefe unhappy people were propofing {chemes for
perfuading monarchs to chufe favourites upon the
fcore of their wifdom, capacity, and virte; of
teaching minifters to confult the public good ; of
rewarding merit, greac abilitics, and eminent fer-
vices : of inftru@ing princes to know their true ia-
tereft, by placing it on the fame foundation with
that of their people ; of chufing for employments
perfons qualified to exercife them ; with many
other wild impoflible chimzras, that never entered
before into the heart of man to conceive; and

% This chapter is full of feverity and farire. Sometimes it is ex-
crted againft the legiflative power; fometimes againft part
liticians ; fometimes againft women: and {om imes it deg
into filth. Tre hum ur «ught to be kept up with decency and dig-
nity, or it lofes every tin&ture of entertainment. Defcriptions that
{hock our delicacy, cannot have the leaft good effeét upon our
minds, They offend us, and we fly precipitately from the
cannot ftay long enough to examine, whether wit, fenfe, or 1
may be ccuched under fuch odious appeara I am forry )
thar thefe {ort of deferiptions, which are too often interfpeifed
throughout all Swift's works t n wri
view, or from any other motive, !
of his own bumcur and difpc(ition.
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confirmed in me the old obfervation, that there is
nothing fo extravagant and irrational, which fome
philofophers have not maintained for truth.

But however I fhall fo far do juitice to this part
of the academy, as to acknowledge that all of them
were not fo vifionary. There was a moft ingenious
doctor, who feemed to be perfeéily verfed in the
whole nature and {yftem of government. This il-
luftrious perfon had very ufefully employed his ftu-
dies in finding out effectnal remedies for all difeafes
and corruptions, to which the {everal kinds of pu-
blic adminiftration are fubject by the vices or in-
firmities of thofe who govern, as well as by the li-
centioufnefs of thofe who are to obey. For inftance;
whereas all writers and realoners have agreed, that
there is a ftrict univer(al refemblance between the
natural and the political body ; can there be any
thing more evidenr, than that the health of both
muft be preferved, and the difeafes cured by the
fame prefcriptions ! It is allowed, that fenates and
great councils are often troubled with redundant,
ebullient, znd other peccant humours; with many
difeafes of the head, and more of the heart 3 with
firong convulfions, with grievous contractions of
the nerves and finews in both hands, but efpecially
the right; with fpleen, flatus, vertiges, and deliri-
ums; with ferophulous tumours full of feetid pu-
rulent matter; with {our frothy ruétations ; with
canine appetites, and crudenefs of digeftion, befides
many others needlefs to mention. This doctor
therefore propofed, that, upon the meeting of a
{enate, certain phyficians thould attend at the three
firft days of their ficting, and at the clofe of each
day’s debute fecl the pulfes of every fenator 3 after
which, having marturely confidered and confulred
upon the nature of the feveral maladies and the
methods of cure, they fhould on the fonrth dav
return to the {enate-houfe, arrended by their apo-
thecarics ftored with proper medicines; and, before

the
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the members fat, adminifter to each of them leni-
tives, aperitives, ablterfives, corrofives, reftrin-
gents, palliatives, laxatives, cephalalgics, iétarics,
apophlegmatics, acouftics, as their {everal cafes re-
quired ; and, according as thefe medicines thould
operate, repeat, alter, or omit them at the next
meeting.

"This project could not be of any great expence
to the public ; and might, i my poor opinion, be
of much ufe for the difpatch of bufinels in thole
countries, where fenates have any fhare in the le-
giflative power; beget unanimity, {horten debates,
open a few mouths which are now clofed, and clofe
many more which ar¢ now open; curb the petu-
lancy of the young, and correét the poﬁtivencié of
the old ; rouze the ftupid, and damp the pert.

Again; becaufeitis a general complaint, that
the favourites of princes are troubled with fhort
and weak memories; the fame doctor propofed,
that whoever attended a firft minifter, after having
told his bufinefs with the utmoft brevity and in the
plaineft words, thould at his departure give the faid
minifter a tweak by the nofe, or a kick in the bel-
ly, or tread on his corns, or lug him thrice by
both ears, or run a pin into his breach, or pinch
his arm black and blue, to prevent forgetfulnefs:
and at every levee day repeat the {ame operation,
till the bulinels were done or abfolutely refufed.

He likewife directed, that every fenator in the
great council of a nation, after he had delivered
his opinion, and argued in the defence of it, {hould
be obliged to give his vote direétly contrary : be-
caufe, it that were done, the refult would infaliibly
terminate in the good of the public.

When partics in a ftate are violent, he offer-
ed a wonderful contrivance to reconcile them. The
method is this: you take an hundred leaders of
each party ; you difpofe them into couples of fuch,
whofe heads are neareft of a (ize; then let two nice

8 Operators
ema L




124 GULLIVER’s TRAVELS.  Part III.

operators faw off the oceiput of each couple at the
fame time in fuch a manner, that the brain may be
cqually divided. Let the occiputs thus cut off be in-
terchanged, applying each to the head of his oppo-
fite party-man. It feems indeed to be a work that
| requireth fome exadtnels, but the profefflor aflured
! us, that, if it were dextroufly performed, the cure
would be infallible. For he argued thus; thart the
‘ two half.-brains, being left to debate the matter be-
tween themfelves within the fpace of one fkull,
would {oon come to a good underftanding, and
produce that moderation, as well as regularity of
| thinking, fo much to be wifhed for in the heads of
{ thofe, who imagine they come into the world only
f to watch and govern its motion: and, as to the
difference of brains in quantity or quality, among
thole who are direftors in faction, the doctor ai-
fured us from his own knowledge, that it was a
perfect trifle. :

I heard a very warm debate between two profef-

il :i fors, about the moft commodious and effeétual
il | ways and means of raifing money without grieving

i 1l the fubject. The firft affirmed, the jufteft method
i would be to lay a certain tax upon vices and folly ;

| and the fum, fixed upon every man, to be rated

I
t l ‘. after the faireft manner by a jury of his neighbours.
HER Fhe fecond was of an opinion directly contrary 3
to tax thofe qualities of body and mind, for which
! men chiefly value themfelves ! the rate to be more
‘ HitE or lefs according to the degrees of excelling ; the
H} decifion whereof fhould be left entirely to their own
| ! breaft. 'The higheft tax was upon men, who are
| the greateft favourites of the other fex, and the
!; afleflinents according to the number and natures of
i the favours they have received ; for which they are
| allowed to be their own vouchers. . Wit, valour,
' and politenefs, were likewife propofed to be large-
ly taxed, and colle¢ted in the fame manner, by
every perfon’s giving his own word for the guantum
0

L vl
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of what he pofleficd. But as to honour, juitice,
wifdom, and learning, they thould not be taxed at
all ; becaufe they are qualifications of {o fingular a
kind, that no man will either allow them in his
neighbour, or value them in himfelf,

The women were propoled to be taxed according
to their beauty and fkill in drefling ; wherein they
had the fame privilege with the men, to be deter-
mined by their own judgement, But conftancy,
chaftity, good fenfe, and good nature, were not
rated, becaufe they would not bear the charge of
collecting.

To keep fenators in the intereft of the crown, it
was propofed, that the members fhould raffle for
employments ; every man firft taking an oath, and
giving {ecurity,  that he wonld vote for the court,
whether he won or no; after which the lofers had
in their turn the liberty of raffling upon the next
vacancy. 1hus hope and expectation would be
kepr alive ; none would complain of broken pro-
mifes,” but impute their difappointments wholly to
fortune, whole fhoulders are broader and ftronger
than thofe of a miniftry.

Another profeflor thewed me a large paper of
inftrudtions for difcovering plots and conlpiracies
againft the government. He advifed great ftatef-
men to examine into the diet of all fufpeted per-
fons ; their times of eating ; upun which fide they
lay in bed ; with which hand they wiped their po-
fteriors 3 to take a ftri&t view of their excrements,
and, from the colour, the odour, the tafte, the
confiftence, the crudenefs, or maturity of digeftion,
form a judgement of their thoughts and defigns.
Becaule men are never fo ferious, thoughtful, and
intent, as when they are at ftool, which he found
by frequent experiment: for in fuch conjunétures,
avhen be ufed merely as a trial to confider which
was the belt way of murdering the king, his ordure
would have a tincture of green ; but quite different,

when
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when he thought only of raifing an infurrection, or
burning the metropolis.

The whole difcourfe was written with great
acutenels, containing many obfervations both cu-
rious and ufeful for politicians ; bur, as | concei-
ved, not altogether compleat.  This I ventured to
tell the author, and offered if he pleafed to fupply
him with fome additions, He received my propo-
fition with more compliance, than is ufual among
wrirers, efpecially thofe of the projecting {pecies ;
profefling he would be glad to receive farther in-
formarion.

I told him, that in the kingdom of Tribnia, by
the natives cailed Langdon, where I had {ojourned
fome time in my travels, the bulk of the people
confift in a manner wholly of difcoverers, witnefies,
informers, accufers, profecutors, evidences, {fwear-
ers, together with their feveral fubfervient and fub-
altern inftruments, all under the colours, the con-
duét, and pay of minifters of ftate and their depu-
tiecs. The plots in that kingdom are ufually the
workmanfhip of thofe perfons who defire to raife
their own characters of profound politicians ; to
reftore new vigour to a crazy adminiftration ; to
ftifle or divert general difcontents ; to fill their
coffers with forfeitures ; and raife or fink the opi-
nion of public credit, as either fhall beft anfwer
their private advantage. Itvis firft agreed, and fet-
tled among them, whar fufpeéted perfons fhall be
accufed of a plot: then, effctual care is taken 1o
fecure all their letters and papers, and put the own-
ers in chains, I'hefe papers are delivered to a fet
of artifts, very dexterous in finding out the mylte-
rious meanings of words, {yllables, and letters ; for
inftance, they can difcover a clofe-fool to fignify a
privy:-council ; a flock of geefe, a fznate; a lame
dog *, an invader ; the plague, a ftanding army ;

*

See the proceedings again®t Dr, Atterbury, B.fhop of Rochefter,

als, val, vi,




Chap. VI. A VOYAGE 1o LAPUTA, &c. 127

a buzzard, a prime minifter; the gout, a high
prieft ; a gibbet, a {ecretary of ftate; a chamber-
pot, a committece of grandees; a fieve, a court-
lady; a broom, a revolution; a mouie-trap, an
employment ; a bottomlefs pit, a treafury; a fink,
a court; a cap and bells, a favourite; a broken
reed, a court of juftice ; an empty tun, a general ;
a running fore, the adminiftration.

When this method fails, they have two others
more effe¢tual, which the learned among them call
acroftics and anagrams. Firft, they can decypher
all initial letters into political meanings. Thus, NV
{hall fignify a plot, B, a regiment of hoife, L, a
flect at fea: or, Secondly, by tranfpofing the let-
ters of the alphabet in any fufpeéted paper, they
can lay open the deepeft defigns of a difcontented
party. So for example, if I thould fay in a letter
to a friend, Our brother Tom has juft got the piles, a
ikilful decypherer would difcover, that the fame
letters, which compofe that {entence, may be ana-
lyfed into the following words, Refiff, a plot
is brought home The Tour. And this is the ana-
grammatic method.

The profeflor made me great acknowledgements
for communicating thefe obfervations, and promi-
fed to make honourable mention of me in his trea-
tife.

I faw nothing in this country, that could invite
me to a longer continuance, and began to think of
retnrning home to England,

CHAP.
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The author leaves Lagado, arrives at Maldonada. Ne
Jhip ready. He takes a fhort voyage to Glubdubdrib.
His reception by the governour *.

HE continent, of which this kingdom is a part,
extends itfelf, as I have reafon to believe, eaft-
ward to that unknown tract of America weltward
of California, and north to the Pacific Ocean, which
is not above a hundred and fifty miles from Laga-
do; where there is a good port, and much com-
merce with the great ifland of Luggnagg, fituated
to the north-weft about 29 degrees north latitude,
and 140 longitude. This ifland of Luggnagg ftands
fouth-caftward of Japan, about an hundred leagues
diftant. There is a firiét alliance between the Ja-
pancle Emperor and the King of Luggnagg, which
affords frequent opportunities of failing from ome
ifland to the other. I derermined therefore to di-
rect my courfe this way, in order to my rerurn to
Europe, I hired two mules, with a guide, to thew
me the way, and carry my fmall baggage. I tock
leave of my noble protector, who had thewn me fo
* Gulliver feems to have finithed his voyage to Laputa in a carelefs
hurrying manr which makes me almeft think. that fometimes
he was tired with his worl, and attempted to run tirough it as fakt
as he could, otherw was the curtain diopt fo foon, or why
were we deprived of fo a fcene as might nave been difcovered
in the ifland of Glubdubdrib, ‘where the governour, by his fkill in
necromancy, had the power of calling whom he pleafed from the
dead, have not time by this pofl to write to you my thoughts up-
on a fubject, which I confefs awakened. but by no means fatisfied my
curicfi y, I lamented to find fo many illuftrious ghofts varith fo
quickly and fo abruptly from my fight, many of whom were of the
brighteft chara@ers in hifiory. In my next letter I fhall endeavour
¢ a littie longer in Leicefter fields, than Swift fuffered
in the ifland of Sorcerers, Orrery.

much
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much f vour, and made me a gencrous prefent at
my departure.

My journey was without any accident or adven-
ture worth relating. When I arrived at the pors
of Maldonada (for fo it is called) there was no thip
in the harbour bound for Luggnagg, nor like to
be in fome time, The town is about as large as
Portfmouth. I foon fell into fome acquaintance,
and was very hofpitably received. A gentleman of
diftin€tion faid to me, that fince the thips bound
for Luggnagg could not be recady in lefs than a
month, it might be no difagreeable amufement for
me to take a trip to the little ifland of Glubbdub-
drib, about five leagues off to the fouth- weft. He
offered himf{elf and a friend to accompany mec, and
that T fhould be provided with a fmall convenient
barque for the voyage.

Glubbdubdrib, as nearly as I can interpret the
word, fignifies the ifland of Sorcerers or Magi-
cians. 1t is about one third as large as the Ifle of
‘Wight, and extremcly fruitful : itis governed by
the head of a certain tribe, who are all magicians.
*This tribe marries only among each other, and the
eldeft in fucceffion is prince or governor. He hath
2 noble palace, and a park of about three thoufand
acres, furrounded by a wall of hewn fione twenty
feet high. In this park are feveral fmall inclofures
for cattle, corn, and gardening.

The governor and his family are ferved and at-
tended by domeftics of a kind fomewhat unufual.
By his {kill in necromancy, he hath a power of cal-
ling whom he pleafeth from the dead, and com-
manding their {ervice for twenty-four hours, but
no longer; nor can he call the fame pcrlbns up a-
gain in lefs than three months, except upon very
extraordinary occafions.

When we arrived at the ifland, which was about
cleven in the morning, one of the gentlemen, who
accompanicd me, went to the governor, and de-

Vou. V. R fired
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fired admittance for a ftranger, who came on pur-
pofe to have the honour of attending on his high-
nefs. 'This was immediatly granted, and we all
three entered the gate of the palace, between two
rows of guards armed and dreffed after a very an-
tic manner, and fomething in their countenances
that made my flefh creep with a horror I cannot
exprefs. We pafled through feveral apartments
between fervants of the fame fort ranked on each
fide, as before, till we came to the chamber of pre-
feace, where, after three profound obeyfances, and
a few general queftions, we were permitted to fic
on three ftools near the loweft ftep of his highnpefs’s
throne. He underftood the language of Balnibar-
bi, although it were different from that of this
ifland. He defired me to give him fome account of
my travels ; and, to ler me {ce that I thould be treat-
ed without ceremony; he difmified all his atten-
dants with a turn of his finger at which, to my
great aftonithment, they vanifhed in an inftapt,
like vifions in a dream, when we awake on a fud-
den. I could not recover myfelf in fome time, till
the governor affured me, that I fhould receive no
hurt ; and obferving my two companions to be un-
der no concern, who had been often entertained in
the fame manner, I began to take courage, and re-
lated to his highnefs a fhort hiftory of my feveral
adventures : yet not without fome hefitation, and
frequently looking behind me to the place, where
I had feen thofe domeftic fpectres. I had the ha-
nour to dine with the governor, where a new fer
of ghofls ferved up the meat, and waited ar rable,
I now obferved myfelf to be lefs terrified than I
had been in the morping, 1 ftayed cill iun-fet, but
humbly defired his highnefs to excufe me for not
accepting his invitation of lodging in the palace,
My two friends and I lay at a private houfe in the
town adjoining, which is the capital of this li:tle
ifland ; and the next morning we returaed to pay
our
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our duty to the governor, as he was pleafed to
command us.

After this manner we continued in the ifland for
ten days, moft part of every day with the governor,
and at night in our lodging. I foon grew fo fami-
liarifed to the fight of fpirits, that after the third or
fourth time they gave me no emotion at all : or if
I had any apprehenfions left, my curiofity prevailed
over them. For his highnefs the governor order-
ed me to call up whatever perfons I would chufe to
name, and in whatever numbers, among all the-
dead, from the beginning of the world to the pre
fent time, and command them to anfwer any que”
{tions I fhould think fit to afk ; with this conditi-
on, that my queftions muft be confined within the
compafs of the times they lived in. And one thing °
I might depend upon, that they weuld certainly
tell me truth, for lying was a talent of no ufe in
the lower world. I made my humble acknow-
ledgments to his highnefs for fo great a favour *.
We were in a chamber, from whence there was a
fair profpect in the park. And, becaufe my firft
inclination was to be entertained with fcenes of

omp and magnificence, I defired to fee Alexander
tPhc Great at the head of his army, juft after the
battle of Arbela, which, upon a motion of the go-
vernor’s finger, immediately appeared in a large
feld under the window, where we ftood. Alex-
ander was called up into the room : it was with
great difficulty that I underftood his Greek, and

# T believe it wou!d be impoffible to find out the defign of Dry
8wift, in fummoning, up 4 parcel of apparitions, that, from their
behavicur, or frem any thing they fay, are almoft of as little confe-
quence as the ghofls in Gay's farce of the What de’ ye call it, Per-
haps Swift's general defign might be to arraign the conduét of emi-
nent perfons after their death, and to convey theif names and ima-
ges to pofterity deprived of thofe falfe colours in which they former-
ly appeared. If thefe were his intentions, he has mifled his aim ;
or at leaft has been fo far carried aw v his difpcfition to raillery,
that the moral which cught to arife frerh fuch a fable 1s buried in

obfcurity, Orrery.
Rg had
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had but little of my own. He affured me upon his:
honour, that he was not poifoned, but died of a
fever by exceflive drinking +.

Next I faw Hannibal pafling the Alps, who

T The fislt airy fabRance introduced is Alexander the Great, Af-
tera hint from Guliiver, that we have loft the true Greek idiom,
the conqueror of the univerfe is made to declare upon his honour,
“ that he died by exceflive drinking, not by poifon.”” A trifling
aid an improper obfervation, becaufe the apparition is called up as he
appeared at the head of his army, juft after the battle of Arbela. I
own my expedtations were grear, when' I found his appearance was
to be at that particular jun@ure.  Or rather T could have wiflied to
have feen him after the battle of ISSUS, when the temperate uie
which he made of his victary, was bhighly worthy of imitation,
Such a circumfiance might have graced his triumph. There are o-
thers too in the hiftorical records of him, that redound to his ho-
nour.  The tender regard which he fhewed to Pindar, by fparing the
houfe' of that poet, when he razed the city of Thebes, feems to de-
mand perpetnal gratitude from' all fucceeding bards. The manner
in which he vifited the tomb of Achilles ; the affetion and refpect
paid by Lim te Ariflotle; the undaunted confidence placed in his
phyfician Philip, are inflances fufficient to fhew, that Alexander did
not want fome virtues of huranity, And when we confider feveral
ofshis rath actions of inebriety, they convinee us how far the native
excellencics of the mind may be debafed and changed by paflions
which toe often attend fuccefs and luxury,

Ur\:n.-gue defecere mores
Dedecorant bene nata culpe,

Tt is evident, that Swift had concejved an abfolute difzuft to Alexan-
der, whofe character he aims to deftroy, by touching it in fo flight =
manner, that he puts me in mind of the vifit paid by Auguftus Czfar
to Alexander's fepulciire at Alex:ndria, Upon the Emperor's arri-
val, the body of the Macedonian hero was found in fts tull dimen-
fions, but (o tender, notwithfianding all the former embaiming, that
Cwfar, by teuching anly the nofe of ity defaced the whole figure im-
mediately, Orrery

In tiis paffage there is 2 peculiar beauty, thovgh it is not difco-
vered at an hafiy view. The appearance of Alexander with a vifo-
rious army immediacely after the battle of Arbela, produces only a
declaraiion that he died by drunkennefs :

3 thus inadequate and ridicu-
lous in the eye of reafon is the ul imate purpofe for which Alexander

with his army marched into a remote country, fubverted a mighty
empire, and deluged a nation with blood ; he pained no more than
an epithet to his name, which after a few repetitions was no longer
reg.rded even by himf:If : thus the purpo’e of bis refurre@ion ap-
ears to be at leat equally important with that of his life, upon
which it is a fatire not more bitter than fu,

told
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told me, he had not a drop of vincgar in his
camp *,

I faw Czfar and Pompey at the head of their
troops juft ready to engage. I {aw the former in
his laft great winmph. I defired, that the fenate
of Rome might appear before me in one large chami-
ber, and a modern reprefentative in another. The
firft feemed to be an aflembly of heroes and demi-
gods, the other a knot of pedlars, pick-pockets,
higwaymen, and bullies.

The governor, at my requeft, gave the fign for
Ceflar and Brutus to advance towards us, I was
{ftruck with a profound veneration at the fight of

®* HMannibal feems to have besn fummoned with no other view
than to cenfure Livy the hiftorian, Itis not only improbable, but
impoflible, that Hannibal fhould have carried a {ufficient guantity of
vinegar for the purpofe related by Livy; but as vinegar will certainly
foften and diffoive ftones, the experiment might have been improved
or fo contrived by Hannibal, as to appear to make an eafy and expe-
ditious opening through fome particular paffage already fitted for the
purpofe.  Such a trial, practifed in that age of darknefs, and pro-
perly managed, might have been univerfally received as a kind of
miracle ; ‘fo that Livy could fearce have avoided inferting the report
as an acknowledged truth : efpecially as the faét itfelf feems toin-
fer that the Romans were invincible, unlefs from fome fupernatural
caufe. Swift, no friend to military men, thinks the Carthaginian
general unworthy of any further notice ; and haftens to call up the
fenate of Rome. This gives him an opportunity of being very fe-
vere upon a certain modern affembly, which he treats in a manner
more refembling the Cynic in his cell, than the free-bumoured Ra-
belais in his ealy chair. Q.rery.

Livy the Roman hiftorian has related that Hannibal burnt a great
pile of wood upon a rock that Ropped his paffage, and wher it was
thus heated poured = imegar upon it, by which it was made fo foft as
to be ealily cut through,

Gulliver's account of his entertainment at Glubbdubdrib is firange~
ly and whimfically diveriing. Alexander the Great, at the head of
his army juft after the baitle of Aibela, affured Gulliver upon his
honour, that he was not peifoned, but died of a fever by exceflive
drinking. And afterwards Hannibal paffing the Alps, declared to
him, that he had not'a drop of vinegar in his camp. How ridicu-
lous, how contemptible, are thefe plagues of the world, thefe de-
firoyers of the human race, when firipped of their royalty and com-
mand, as well as their ability to perpetrate any further mifchief?
Mors fola fatetur
Quartala fint beprinur corpufeula. Juv, at. 10,

Brutus,
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Brurus, and could eafily difcover the moft confum-
mate virtue, the greateft intrepidity and firmnefs
of mind, the truefi love of his country, and gene-
rval benvolence for mankind, in every lineament of
his countenance, 1 obferved with much pleafure,
that thefe two perfons were in good intelligence with
eichother; and Cxfar freely confefied o me, that
the greateft actions of his own life were not equal,
by many degrees, to the glory of taking it away. I
had the honour to have much converfation with
Brutus; and was told that his anceftor Junius, So-
crates, Epaminondas, Cato the younger, Sir ‘LTho-
mas More, and himfclf, were perpetually together :
a fextumvirate to which all the ages of the world
cannot add a feventh?”.

It

* Pompey and Cafur only app=arto grace the entry of Brutusy
who is Swift's favourite patriot. But as Caxfar generoully confelled
to Gulliver, ¢ that the greatelt aftions of his life were pot equal, by
many degrees, to the glory of taking it away ; * it would have been
a proper alieviation of the Diftator's crimes, to have acknowledged
him the greateft tatefman, orator, and foldier of the age in which
he lived ; an age fertile of eminent men ; an age when ambition was
fearce looked wpon as a ciime ; 2nd wh-n the Roman virtue (once
the fupport and prefervation of the common-wealth) was long fince
Joft in vice and luxury, At fuch a time a fingle mafler was become
neceflary; and Pompey would have feized the reins of government,
had not Cfa- interpofed, If the confpirators had reftored liberty to
their ccuntry, their act had been completely glotious, and would have
thewed, that C®far, not Rome, was degenerated. But if we may
judgk from the confiquences, Heaven difspproved of the deed. A
particular fite attended the confpirators, not one of whom died a
natural death.  And even Bru:us, perhaps recolle@ing in his laft mo-
ments the benefits which he had received from €&far was ftaggered
in his thoughts of viriue, and imagining himfelf deceived by a fhadow,
broke out into a pathetical expreffion fignifying,  that he had wor..
*¢ fhipped virtue as a fybflance, and had found it only a fhadow ;" {o
that he {cems to have wanted that fortitude of mind, which conftant.
ly attends tive virtue to the grave. This defectin the charadler of
Brutus, is not impreperly expreifed in the famous gallery of the Great
Duke of Tufcany, where there is a very fine head of Brutus, begun
by Mchael Angels, but left unfinithed : under it is €ngraven upon a
copper-plate th:s diftich :

Dum Bru Ty efigiem fealpror de marmore ducks,
In mentem feeleris wenit, et sbffinuit,
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It would be tedious to trouble the reader with rece
lating what vaft numbers of illuttrious perfons were
called up to gratify that infatisble defire I had to
fee the world in every period of antiquity placed

before

9~
a2

If Brutus eried, it was from a wrong notion of virtnue. The
charafter of Cafaris perhaps more a2miable, but lefs perfeét. His
faults were great; however, many of them were fuils to his virtues,
A modern eminent writer has reprefented him as a glutton,  He rells
us, that when Caar went to the public feafts, he contlantly tock a
vomit in the morning, with a defign to indulge himfclf with more
keennefs, and to increafe his zppetite f rthe enfuing feait, The faét
is true, but I would willingly believe the inference unjuft, It is more
than probable, thar he pradifed this cuftom by the advice of his phy-
ficians, who might direct fuch a regimen, as the moft certain and
immediate prefervation againft epileptic fits to which the Difator
was often liable. My honoured tather, who was excelled by few phy-
ficians in the theory of phyfic, has often told me, that thofe kind
of convulfionswere ot fuch a nature as generally to come on after eat.
ing, and more voilently if the ftomach was overloaded. Czfar was fo
careful in obferving a decent dignity in his behaviour, that he dread-
ed the fhame of expofing publicly this weaknefs in his confiitution s
and therefofe guarded againft it in a prudent manner, which has fince
been conftrued into a reproach.  This furmife reits upon the ftrong-
er foundation, as all aathors agree, that he was molt ftriétly and re-
markably abftemious,

In his public charaéter, Cielar appears a ftrong example, how fir
the greate(t natural and acquired a complifhments may lofe their luf-
tre, when made fubfervient to falfe glory, and an immoderate thirit
of power ; as, on'the other hand, the hiftory of Brutus may inftrus
us, what unhappy effe@ts the rigid exerci‘e of fuperior virtue, when
mifapplied and carried too far, may produce in the moft fedfagt mind,
or the foundeit judgement,

Gulliver ha- given to Brutus five companions, Junius Brurus, So-
crates, Epaminondas, Cato the cenfor, and Sir Thomas More. Such
a fextumvirate is not eafiiy to be increafed : yet let me hope, that the
reflection is too feverely critical, when he adds, ¢ that all the ages
¢ of the world cannot furnifh out a feventh.”” Every age has produ-
ced men of virtue and abiliiies in the higheft degree. The race of
mankind fince their firlt creation, have been always the fame. The
greateft characters have been ble.ded with the greateft faults, Poets
and hiftorians have fingled out particular perfons for fame and im-
mortality : they have adorned them with accomplithments which
perhaps thy never poffeffed, while other men equally meritorious
have been filently buried in oblivion, with only the felf.confiionf-
nefs of deferving a rank among the companions of Brutus in the Ely.
fian fields.

In this illuftrious fextumvirate, Socrates and Sir Thomas More
undoubtedly glerve the pre eminence, The extravagant virtue of

Junius
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before me. T chiefly fed mine eyes with beholding
the deftroyers of tyrants and ufurpers, and the re-
Frorers of liberty to opprefled and injured natioss,

But

Junius Brutus is fhocking to every parent, and cvery good-natured
mind., The important fervices of the rather might juftly have claim-
ed from the public, the pardon of his funs: and, when his paternal
piety had faved their lives, his precepts and example might fo effec-
tually have reclaimed their errors, as to have made them become ufe-
iul members of the commonweslth. 1 am fully perfuaded, that if
Dr. Swite had been a father, we thould not have found the name of
Junius Brutus where it is now placed.

In Epaminondas the Theban glory firt appeared, and died. His
own merit, in overcoming the greatefl difficuities, entirely fixed his
reputation. A happy concurrence of circumftances has often given
fame to others; but Epaminondas was indebted for his fuperior cha-
rater, only to himfelf.

i am in fome doubt, whether Cato the cenfor can fairly claim a
rank among fo choice a group of ghofls ®. He juftly indeed condem-
ned the lurury of the Romans, and he pusifhed their vices with an
impartial feverity. But herein he feems to have indulged his own
rnatural temper, rather than to have acted abfolutely from a love of
virtue. He was a declared enemy to poctry, paiating, and all the
politer arts. He was proud, vain, and ‘morofe,  But above all,
he was fo extremely avaricious, that Rhadamanthus, io the Archbi-
fhop of Cambray's dialogues of the dead, after exprefling fome regard
to his merits, tells him, as he was an ufurer, he conld not be admit-
2ed into the Elyfian fields ; and therefore orders him to keep the gate
as porter, in which fituation he might gratify the- cenforicufnefs of
his difpofition, by exsmining every ghoft that attempted to come
snte Elyfium, and by thutting the door againft all thofe who were not
gualified for admittance. Rhadamanthus then gives him money, to
pay Charon for fuch paffengers who were not able to pay for them-
felves; and at the fame time declares, that he will punifh him as a
robher, if he offers to lend out that money upon ufury., How very
dificrent are the {entiments of Abp. Fenelon, and of Dr, Swift, in
their judzement of Cato ? The one thinks Lim unworthy of a place
among maillions in Elyfium, while the vther diftinguifhes him among
*he greateft men of antiguity. From this difienfion of opinions may
be traced, perbaps, the particslar temper both of the Archbithop and
of the Dzan; and from thence may be deduced the reafon why the
cenfor was eftecmed by the latter, and condemied by the foumer, Or-
FEFY

% ¢ This note of his Lordfhip is an encomium on the judgement
“ of our author, who knew that Cato the cenfor and Cato the young-
¢ er were very dific verfon, and for geod resfons preferred the
T
v odatter

1t

The
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But it is impoilible to exprefs the fatisfaction 1 re-
ceived in my own mind, after fuch a manner as o
make it a {uitable entertainment to the reader,

CHAP. VIL

A further account of Glubbdubdrib. Ancient and
modern biffory correcled.

AVING a defire to fee thofe ancients, who

"1 were moft renowned for wit and learning, I
fet apart one day on purpofe. * I propofed that
Homer

The noble author finifhes his remarks on this feventh chapter, by

obferving, that ¢ Gulliver, a‘ter having taken a tranfient view of
& pumberlefs illuftrions perfons, whom he does not name, clofes the
¢ chapter, and gives him an opportunity of finithing his letter;”" and
then addreflis his fon thus: « Late, very late, may you become a
=t ghoft ! and when one, may you cqual one of Swift's fextumvirate;
2nd muy his ghoft (grown lefs cynical and better inltruéted) rejoice
¢ to admit you into the company, from which he has fo arbitrarily
excluded all fyture generations,”
Gulliver has not excluded all future generations from adding to this
fextumvirate.  For be fpeaks only of the time paft. What Cato’s
may appear to blefs the world, and oppofe the torrent of corruption,
in after ages, God only knows. Swe 'fr

* Gulliver, tired of heroes, changes the fcenc in this 8th chapter,
and becomes curious to know the fiwation of poets and philofophers,
who, in their turn, have as cagerly contended for fame, as Czfar
did for power, or Brutus for liberty. He defires that Homer and A-
siftatle may make their appearance at the head of their commepta-~
tors, ¢ Homer,” faysour traveller, * was the taller and comlier
t¢ perfon of the two 3 walked very cret for one of his age, and his
“ eyes were the moft quick and piercipg I ever beheld 8 Itgs
certain, that Homer has rather gained, than loft vigour by his years.
Twenty-fix_centuries have not unbraced his nerves, or given onc
wrinkle to his brow. And although Gaulliver has beftowed upon
him the additional ornament of fine eyes, yet Iam apt to think they

[

€«

+ ¢ All that is meant by Gulliver is, that Homer had the moft
<« quick and piercing: Bealus of all human rase,” Swift,

Vor. V. : ' S ; \ " have
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and influence, raifing vapsurs,-

muft arife from commentators on fuch fubjects,

138 - GULLIVER’s TRAVELS. Part 111,

Homer and Ariftotle might appear at the head of
all their commentators ; but thefe were {o numer-
ous, that fome hundreds were forced to attend in

the

have made the figure of this divine old man lefs awful : at leat T am
glad that he wanted his eye fight while he lived (fince it is impoffible
not to conclude from the productions of Homer and Milton, that the
mind's eye becomes more intenfely difcerning, when it is not intera
Tupted by external objedts. It ic an old oblervation, that Homer has
nourithed mare perfons than Sylla, Czfar, and Avguftus; and while
their pictures have decayed, not a letter of the Iiad has been loft.
The Grecian poet not only preferves his original form, but breathes
freely, and looks beautifully, in other languages ; a happier metemp-
{ychefi- than Pythagoras ever dreamed of.  However, if Homer was
abfolutely obliged to wear the different dreffes which have been given
to him, he would fometimes, I believe, find the motion of his
limbs uneafy and confined ; and would prefer his own fimple attire,
even to the birth-day fuit which our Englith bard has given him., The
Tommentators have done lefs honour to Homer, than the tranflators,
Some of thofe learned pedants have entirely walled their obfervations
upon particles and words ; others have ruR into a minute exaélnefs, in
comparing the propriety of his images; whije others, again, have
endeavoured to trace aut from the lliad and O yfley, all the rudiments
of artsand fciences. Syme there are who dwell on fuch narrow
circumiances as were neglefted by Homer and can only be fuitable
to their own confined genius, ']'i:r.'y are not able to purfue him in
his fublime flights, ang attempt therefore to bring him upon a level
with themfelves. Their low mechanical notions remind me of an
abfurd problem, Propofed by the famous Monf, Huet, whether the

Tliad might not ke written upon vellum in fo fmall 2 hand, that the
whole might be contained within a nut-fhel] ? This important quef.

tion is faid to have enguged the thoughts and attention of the French

a nut-fhell, when Alexander and his co
moft curious cabinet of Darius, as the o
mer's works,

Homer and Ariftotle were as oppofite as poffi
but Dr, Swift has placed them together,
ing their commentators in that juft ang
thofe feholiafts ought o ppear.  When an’ age is blefled with the
produtions of an uncommon genivs, fuch as yefembles Homer, i¢
muft, infome meafure, be pEnifhed by bad imitations and Comments ;
in the fame manner that You may have obferved the fum, by its heat

and animating infeéts, that infedt,
and perhaps corrupt the air, in which he fhines with fo much luftre,
But when an original admired anthor, as Ariftatle.

: y is really errone-
ous, and deceives with falfe {pecious principles, what a train of errors

who while they en-
©  deavour

ble in their charaters:
chiefly with a view of fhew..
ridiculous light in which
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the court and outward rooms of the palace, L
knew and could diftinguith thofe two heroes at
firft fight, not only from the crowd, but from
each other. Homer was the taller and comlier
perfon of the two, walked very ereét for one of his
age, and his eyes were the moft quick and piercing
I ever beheld,  Ariftotle ftooped much and made
ufe of a flaff. His vifage was meagre, his hair
lank and thin, and his voice hollow *, I foon dif-

covered

deavour to purfue and extend a pleafing inchanted profpe&; that has
fio real foundation, deviate into a dark, difagreeable road of briers
and thorns? 1t is on this dccount, that the Dean has introduced
Ariftotle in company with Homer, Orrery.

* This defcription of Aritotle is fine, and in a few words, repre=
fonts the true nature of his works, By not having the immortal fpi-
rit of Homer, he was unablé to keep his body ereét ; and bis ftaff,
which feebly fupported him, like his commentators, made this defedt
more confpicuous. He wanted not fome ufeful qualities : but thefe
real ornatients, like his hair, were thin and wngraceful t. His ftyle
svas harfh, and like his voice, had neither force nor harmony. He
was without doubt a man of great genius and penetration ; but he
did infinitely more prejudice than fervice to real literature. He flu-
died words more than faés; and delivered. his philofophy perplexed
with fuch intricate logical terms, as have ldid a foundation for the
endlefs fcholaftic difputations which have corrupted and retarded the
progrefs of learning. He widged war with all his predeceflors. He.
never quotes an author but with a view to refute his opinion. Like
the Ottoman emperor, he could not reign in fafety, till he had firft
deftroyed his brethren, He was as ambitious in fcience, as his pu=
pil Alexander wis in arms, He aimed to bea defpotic orginal ; and
not only to be the prince, but the tyrant of philofophy, What then
can be expefted from the commentators of his works, who were de-
void of his ingenuity, and poffeffed all his intricate follies? Ramus
with hiscovert ignorance, and Scotus and Aquinas, with their fub-
divifions and imaginary nothings, muft make a contemptible figure in
the Elyfian fields, which are the fuppofed manfions of chearfulnefs,
truth and candour, and confequently muft be a very improper (itnati-
on for that trite of philofophers, Orrery.

In Gulliver’s portrait of Homer, we obferve all the marks and de-
lineations of quicknefs, genius, and fire, accompanied with 2o ex-
quifite power and felicity, in the communication of his ideas, with
Clearnefs and force, unto the fouls of his anditors. Swift’s portrait of
Ariftotle is equally firong and mafterly. He ftooped much, faith he,

+ ¢ In this the noble commentator feems to be miflaken ; for it
« cannot be believed, that Ariftotle’s rea/ ermaments, however few,
—,
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covered that both of them were perfedt ftrangers to
the reft of the company, and had never feen or
heard of them before.  And I hada whifper from
a gholt, who fhall be namelefs, that thefe com-
mentators always kept in the moft diftant quarters
from their principals in the lower world, through
a confcioulnefs of fhame and guilt, becaufe they
had fo horribly mifreprefented the meaning of rthofe
authors to polftérity. I introduced Didymus and
Euftathius to Homer, and prevailed on him to treat
them better than perhaps they deferved, for he
foon found they wanted a genius to enter into the
fpirit of a poet.  But Ariftotle was out of all pati-
ence with the account I gave him of Scotus and
Ramus, as I prefented them to him, and he 2fked
them whether the relt of the tribe were 2s great
dunces as themielves,

I then defired the governor to call up Defecartes
and Gaffendi, with whom I prevailed to explain
their {yftems to Ariftotle, This great philofopher

and made ufe of a ftaff; that is, he thought, he confidered, he ru-
minated, he pondered deeply on the moft intricate and abftrufe points
relating to the ftiences; and, by the force of reafoning, which is
meant by his faff, he cleared his way through briersand thorns, un-
til he ftruck into the road which leads to fcience and philofophy.—
The remaining part of Arifto:le’s portrait, is only the reprefentation
of an abftracted {cholar, worn away and decayed with years, hard fiu-
dy, no@urnal lucubrations, and the want of bodily exercife.

Some would make Swift treat Ariftotle with very little refpeét,
But, on the contrary, Swift admired Ariftotle beyond all the philo-
fophers which had appeared in’ the world, from the days of Alex-
ander the Great to the moment he was then writing ; I had almoft
faid, even to the contempt of all others, not excepting Defcartes,
Gaflendi, and the famous Sir Ifaac Newton, From a little book
of infiructions which Dr. Swift was pleafed to draw up for the ufe
of a lady, 1 ihall, in his own words, give his real opinion of Ari-
ftotle. ¢ Ariftotle, the difciple of Plato, and tutor to Alexander
¢ the Great, FHis followers were called Peripateriss, from a Greele
¢ word which fiznifies 1o wwalk ; becaufe he taught his difciples qvalé-
€ ing. We have not all his works; and fome of thofe which are
€ imputed to him, are fuppofed not genuvine. He writ upon lgic,
“¢ or the ait of reafoning ; wpon moral and matural philsfopby ; upon
¢ oratory, peetry, ctc. and feems to be a perfon of the moff compre=
€ benfive genius that cver lived”  Swifr,

freely
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freely acknowledged hi: own miftakes in natural
philofophy, becaufe he proceeded in many things
upon conjefture, as all men muft do; and he
found that Gaflendi, who had made the doftrine
of Epicurus as palatable as he could, and the vor-
tices of Delcartes, were equally to be exploded *.
He predifted the fame fate to atiraclion, whereof

the

* T believe yon will find, that Ariftotle is flill to be preferred t©
Epicurus. The former made fome ufetul experimenis and difcoveries
and was engaged in a real purfuit of knowledge, although his man-
ner is much perplexed. he latter was full of vanity and ambition,
He was an impoftor, and only aimed at deceiving, He feemed not
to believe the principles which he has afferted. He committed the
government of al! things to chance. His natural philofophy is abfurd,
His moral philofophy wants its proper bafis, the fear of God, M.
Bayle one of his warmeft advocates is of ihis laft opinion, where he
fays, O ne [eaursit pas dire affex dz bien de U'bonnetecé de [es proeurs,
i affex de mal de fes opinicns [ur la religion. His general maxim, that
happinefs confifted in plealure, was too much unguarded, and muft.
lay a foundation of a moft deftruftive pradtice: although from his
temper and conftitution, he made his aftions fufficientlv pleafurable
to himfelf, and agreeable to the rules of true philofophy, His for-
tune exempted him from care and folicitude ; his valetudinarian ha-
bit of body, from intemperance, He paffed the greateft part of his
time in his garden, where he enjoyed all the elegant amufements of
life. There he fludied ; there he tavght his philofophy., This par~
ticular happy fituation greatly con'ributed to that tranquility of mind,
and indolence of body, which he made his chief ends. He had not
however refolution fufficient to meet the gradual approaches of death,
and wanted that conftancy which Sir William Temple afcribes to
him: for, in his laft moments, when he found that his condition
was defperate, he took fuch large draughts of wine, that he was ab=
folurely intoxicated, and deprived of his fenfes ; fo that he died more
like a Bacchanal than a philofopher; to which the epigram alludes.

Hine flyeia ebrias b was.

T fhould not have ventured into t riticifm and cenfure upon
thefe ancient philofophers, if my opinion was not in a great meafure
fupported by Lord Bacon, who as he was certainly the moft accarate
judge of this fubje€t, might be perhaps, from that pre-eminence, too
fevere a critic. It muft be owne t Epicurus in particular has
many followers and admirers am the ancients, and among the
moderns, Cicero commends him for cultivating his friendfhips in
the mott exquifite manner. open before me, and 1
will tranfcribe the words. i1a] Epicurus gu
cit. omnium rerum quas ad b (apienii
j , mibilubert

»

eratione
Diogenes
the Auvgufian age the

grea =
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the prefent learned are fuch zealous aflertors, He
faid, that new fyftems of nature were but new fa-
thions, which would wvary in every age : and even
thofe, who pretend to demonftrate them from ma-
thematical principles; would flourith but a fhort
period of time, and be out of vogue when that was
determined:

I have fpent five days in converfing with many
others of the ancient learned. I faw moft of the
firft Roman emperors. I prevailed on the gover-
nor-to call up Eliogabalus’s cooks to drefs us a din-
ner, but they could not thew us much of their fkill
for want of materials. A helst of Agefilaus made

jl’-’fvz

greateft names are infrted among his followers. Cazfar, Atticus,
Mecanas, Lucretius, Virgil and Horace, embraced his philofoph: 4
and gave a luftre to his fect and do&rines, Sir William Temple
fays, * that he wonders why fuch fharp inve@ives were fo general-
¢ ly made againft Epicuris, by the ages that followed him ; efpe-
t¢ cially as his admirable wit, felicity of exprefiion, excellence of na-
¢ ture, {weetnels of converfation, temperance of life, and conftancy
¢ of death, made him fo much beloved by his friends, admired by
¢ his fcholars, and honoured by the Athenians.” Sir William
Temple imputes this injuflice * to the envy and malignity of the
‘¢ Stoics, and to fome grofs pretenders, who affumed the denomina-
< tion of that fe€t ; who miftook his favourite principle,” [Tuar
ALL HAPPINESS CONSISTED IN PLEASURE,] *“ by confining it
“¢ to fenfual pleafure only, To thefe fucceeded the Chriftians, who
*¢ eficemed his principles of natural philofophy more oppofite to thofe
< of our religion, than either the Platonifts, the Peripatetics, or
“ even the Stoits themfelves,™ This is the opinion, and thefe are
almoft the exact words of the great Sir William Temple.

Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and the more modern philofo-
phers Defcartes and Gaffendi.

Defcartes was a knight errant in philofophy, perpetually miflaking
windmills for giants ; yet by the frength of a warm imaginatien, he
ftarted fome opinions, which probably put Sir Ifaac Neuton and others
on making many experifnents that produced moft ufeful difcoveries,

Gaflendi was efteemed one of the greateft ornaments of France,
He was a dottor of divinity, and royal profeffor of mathematics, He
was born in Provence in 1562, and died in 1655. With great in-
duftry be colleted whatever related to the perfon and to the philofo-
'E.h;.- of Epicurus; the latter of which he has reduced into a complete

y ftem,

I have now curforily gone through the characters of fuch ghofls,
as are nominally fpecified by Gulliver. I may be wrong either in my
account or in my obfervations: and T thall rejoice to be confuted by

you in any point of learsing wha tever, Orrery,
us
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us a dith of Spartan broth, but I was not able o
get down a fecond fpoonful.

The two gentlemen, who conduéted me to the
ifland, were prefled by their private affairs to re-
turn in three days, which I employed in fecing fome
of the modern dead, who had made the greateft
figure for two or three hundred years pait in our
own and other countries of Europe; and having
been always a great admirer of old illuftrious fa-
milies, I defired the governour would call up a do
zen or two of kings, with their anceftors in order
for cight or nine generations. But my difappoint-
ment was grievous and unexpeted. For, inftead
of a long train with royal diadems, I faw in one fa-
mily two fidlers, three fpruce courtiers, and an
Italian prelate. In another, a barber, an abbort,
and two cardinals. I have too great a veneration
for crowned heads to dwell any longer on fo nice a
fubject. But as to counts, marquifes, dukes, earls,
and the like, I was not fo ferupulous.  And, 1
confefs, it was not without fome pleafure, that I
found myfelf able to trace the particular features,
by which certain families are diftinguithed up to
their originals. I could plainly difcover from
whence one family derives a long chin, why a fe-
cond hath abounded with knaves for two genera-
tions, and fools for two more; why a third hap-
pened to be crack-brained, and a fourth to be thar-
pers; whence it came, what Polydore Virgil fays
of a certain great houfe, Nec vir fortis, nec famina
cafta ; how cruelty, fallhood, and cowardice, grew
to be charaderiftics, by which certain families are
diftinguithed as much as by their coats of arms;
who firft brought the pox into a noble houfe,
which hath lineally defcended in ferophulous tu-
mours to their pofterity. Neither could I wonder
at all this, when I faw fuch an interruption of line-
ages by pages, lacqueys, valets, coachmen, games=
fters, fidlers, players, captains, and pick.pockets.

I was
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I was chiefly difgufted with modern hiftory. For
having firi¢tly examined all the perfons of greateft
name in the courts of princes for an hundred years
paft, I found how the world had been mifled by
proftitute writers to afcribe the greateft exploits in
war to cowards, the wifeft counfel to fools, fince-
rity to flatterers, Roman virtue to betrayers of themr
country, piety to atheifts, chaftity to Sodomites,
truth to iuformers: how many innocent and ex-
cellent perfons had been condemned to death or
banifhment by the practifing of great minifters upon
the corruption of judges, and the malice of facti=
ons: how many villains had been exalted to the
higheft places of truft, power, dignity, and profit
how great a fhare in the motions and events of
courts, councils, and fenates. might be challenged
by bawds, whores, pimps, parafites, and buffoons :
how low an opinion I had of human wifdom and
integrity, when I was truly informed of the {prings
and motives of great entepprizes and revolutions in
the world, and of the contemptible accidents to
which they owed their fuccels,

Here I difcovered the roguery and ignorance of
thofe, who pretend to ‘write anecdotes, or fecret
hiftory ; who fend fo many kings to, their graves
with a cup of poifon ; will repeat the difcourie be-
tween a prince and chief minilter, where no witnefs
was by ; unlock the thoughts and cabinets. of am-
baffadons and fecretaries of ftate ;. and have the per-
petual misfortune to be miftaken, Here I difco-
vered. the true caufes of many greatevents that have
furprifed the world ; how a whore can govern the
back-{tairs, the back-ftairs a council, and the coun-
cil a fenate. A general confefled in my prefence,
that he got a victory purely by the force of cowar-
dice and ill-conduét:  and an admiral, that, for
want of proper intelligence, be beat the enemy, to
whom he intended to betray the fleet. Three kings
protefted to me, that, in their whole reigns, they

never
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never did once prefer any perfon of merir, unlefs
by miftake, or treachery of fome minifter in whom
they confided: neither would they do it if they
were to live again; and they fhewed, with great
firength of reafon, that the royal throne could not
be fupported without corruption, becaufe that po-
{irive, confident, reftive temper, which virtue in-
fufed into a man, was a perpetual clog to public
bufinefs,

I had the curiofity to inquire in a particular man-
ner, by what method great numbers had procured
to themfelves high titles of honour and prodigious
eftates; and I confined my enquiry to a very mo-
dern period, however without grating upon prefent
times, becaufe I would be fure to -give no offence
even to foreigners ; for I hope the reader need not
to be told, that I do not in the leaft intend my
own country in what I fay upon this occafion. A
great number of perfons concerned weie called up,
and upon a very ilight examination difcovered fuch
a fcene of infamy, that I cannot reflect upon it
without fome {erioufnefs. Perjury, oppreffion, fu-
bornation, fraud, pand;u*ifm, and the like infirmities,
were among(t the moft excufable arts they had to
mention ; and for thefe | gave, as it was reafona-
ble, great allowance. Bur when fome confefled
they owed their greatnefs and wealth to fodomy, or
inceft ; others to the proftituting of their own
wives and daughters ; others to the betraying their
country or their prince; fome to poifoning, more
to the perverting of juftice in order to deftroy the
innocent ; I hope I may be pardoned, if thefe dif-
coveries inclined me a little to abate of that pro-
found veneration, which I am naturally apt to pay
to perfons of high rank, who ought to be treated
with the utmoft refpeét due to their fublime dignity
by us their inferiors.

I had often read of fome great fervices done to
princes and ftates, and defived to fee the perfons by

VoL V. i whom
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whom thofe fervices were performed. Upon en-
quiry I was told, that their names were to be found
on no record, except a few of them, whom hifto-
vy hath reprefented as the vileft rogues and trai-
tors. - As to the reft, I had never once heard of
them, They all appeared with dejected looks, and
in the meanett habit, moft of them telling me they
died in poverty and difgrace, and the reft on a
feaffold or a gibbet.
Among others there was one perfon, whofe cafe

appeared a litde fingular. He had a youth about
cighteen years old ftanding by his fide. He told me
he had for many years been commander of a fhip;
and in the fea-fight at A&ium had the good fortune
to break through the enemy’s great line of battle,

fink three of their capital thips, and take a fourth,

which was the fole caufe of Anthony’s flight, and

of the viftory that enfued; that the youth ftanding

by him, his only fon, was killed in the ation. He

added, that upon the confidence of {fome merit, the

war being at an end, he went to Rome, and folli-

cited at the court of Auguftus to be preferred to a

greater fhip, whofe commander had been killed ;

but, without any regard to his pretenfions, it was

given to a boy, who had never feen the fea, the fon

of Libertina, who waited on one of the Emperor’s

miftrefies. Rcturning back to his own veflel, he

was charged with negle¢t of duty, and the fhip

given to a favourite page of Publicola, the vice-ad-

miral ; whcrrupon he retired 1o a poor farm at a

great diftance from Rome, and there ended his life,

I was fo curious to know the truth of this ftory,

that I defired Agrippa might be called, who was

admiral in that fight. He appeared, and confirmed

the whole account, but with much more advantage

to the captain, whofe modefly had extenuated or
concealed a great part of his merir.

I was furprifed to find corruption grown fo high

and fo quick in that empire, by the force of luxu-
ry
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ry {o lately introduced, which made me lefs won-
der at many pamllcl cafes in other countries, where
vices of all kinds have reigned fo much longer,
and where the whole praife, as well as pillage, hath
been ingrofled by the chief commander, who per-
haps had the leaft title to either.

As every perfon called up made exaltly the fame
appearance he had done in the world, it gave me
melancholy reflexions to obferve, how much the
race of human kind was degenerated among us
within thefe hundred years paft. How the pox,
under all its confequences and denominations, had
altered every lineament of an Englith countenance;
fhortened the fize of bodies, unbraced the nerves,
relaxed the finews and mufcles, introduced a fallow
complexion, and rendered the fleth loofe and ran-
cid.

I defcended fo low as to defire, that fome Eng-
lith yeomen of the old ftamp might be fummoned
to appear ; once fo famous for the fimplicity of
their manners, diet, and drefs ; for juftice in their
dealings; for their true fpirit of liberty; for their
valour and love of their country. Neither could I
be wholly unmoved, after comparing the living
with the dead, when I confidered how all thofe
pure native virtues were proftituted for a piece of
money by their grand- children, who, in felling their
votes, and managing at elections, have acquired
every vice and corruption that can poffibly be learned
in a court.

£ el CAETAT.
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The author returns to Maldonada. Sails to the king-
dom of Luggnagg, The author covfined, He is
fent for to court, . The manner of his admittance.

The King’s great lenity 1o bis ubjeéls.
55 g i

7 l VHE day of our departure being come, I took

leave of his Highnefs, the governor of Glub-
dubdribb, and returned with my two companions
to Maldonada, where after a fortnight’s waiting, a
ihip was ready to fail for Luggnagg. The wwo
gentlemen, and fome others, were {o generous and
kind as to furnifh me with provifions, and fee me
on board. I was a month in this voyage. . We had
one violent ftorm, and were under a neceflity of
ftecring weliward to get iuto the trade wind, which
holds tor above fixty leagues. On the 21t of April,
1708, we failed into the river of Clumegnig, which
15 a {ca-port town at the fouth-caft point of Lugg-
nagg. We caft anchor within a league of the town,
and made a fignal for a pilot. Two of them came
on board in lefs than half an hour, by whom we
were guided between certain fhoals and rocks,
which are very dangerous in the pailage, to a large
balin, where a fleet may ride in {afety within a ¢a-
ble’s length of the town wall,

Some of our failors, whether out of treachery or
inndvur[cnce, had informed the pilots that I was 2
ftranger and a great traveller ; whereof thefe gave
notice to a cuftom-houfe oflicer, by whom I was
examined very ftrictly upon my landing., This ofli-
cer fpoke to me in the language ot Balnibarbi,
which by the force of much commerce is generally
underftood in that town, eipecially by feamen, and

thofe




Chap. IX. A VOYAGE 1o LAPUTA, &c. 149

thofe employed in the cuftoms. I gave him a fhort
account of {ome particulars, and made my {tory as
plaufible and confifient as I could; but 1 thought
it neceflary to difguife my country, and call myielf
an Hollander, becaule my intentions were for Ja-
pan, and 1 knew the Dutch were the only Europe-
ans permitted to enter into that kingdom. I there-
fore told the officer, that having been fhipwrecked
on the coaft of Balnibarbi, and caft on a rock, I
was received up into Laputa, or the flying ifland,
(of which he had often heard,) and was now endea-
vouring to get to Japan, from whence I might find
a convenience of returning O my own country.
The officer faid, T mufi be confined till he could
receive orders from court, for which he would
write immediately, and boped to receive an anfwer
in a fortnight. I was carried to a convenient lodg-
ing with a centry placed at the door ; however, I
had the liberty of a large garden, and was treated
with humanity enough, being maintained all the
time at the King’s charge. I was invited by {everal
perfons, chiefly out of curiofity, becaufe it was re-
ported that I came from countries very remote, of
which they had never heard.

I hired a young man, who came in the fame fhip,
to be an interpreter : he was a native of Luggnagg
but had lived fome years at Maldonada, and was a
perfect mafter of both languages. By his afliftance
I was able to hold a converfation with thofe who
came to vific me; but this confifted only of their
queftions and my anfwers.

"The dilpatch came from court about the time we
expeéted. It contained a warrant for condudling
me and my retinue to Traldragdubh, or Trildrog-
drib, for it is pronounced both ways, as near as I
can remember, by a party of ten horfe. All my
retinue was that poor lad for an interpreter, whom
I perfuaded into my fervice, and at my humble re-
quelt we had each of us a mule to ride on. A

neuenger
-
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meflenger was difpatched half a day’s journey be-
fore us to give the King notice of my approach,
and to defire that his Majefty would pleafe to ap-
point a day and hour, when it would be his graci-
ous pleafure, that | might have the honour to lick
the duft before bis Jootfieol.  "This is the court ityle,
and I found it to be more than matter of form,
Tor, upon my admittance two days after my arri-
val, I was commanded to crawl upon my belly, and
lick the floor as I advanced ; but, on account of
my being a ftranger, care was taken to have it made
10 clean, that the duft was not offinfive. However,
this was a peculiar grace, not allowed to any but
perfons of the higheft rank, when they defire an
admittance, Nay, fometimes the floor is ftrewed
with duft on purpofe, when the perfon to be ad-
mitted happens to have powerful enemies at court.
And I have feen a great lord with his mouth fo
crammed, that, when he had crept to the proper
diftance from the throne, he was not able to fpeak
a word, Neither is there any remedy ; becaufe it
is capital for thofe who reccive an audience, to fpic
or wipe their mouths in his Majefty’s prefence.
There is indeed another cuftom which I eannot al-
together approve of ; when the king hath a-mind
to put any of his nobles to deathin a gentle, indul-
gent manner; he commands the floor to be ftrewed
with a certain brown powder of a deadly compofition,
which being licked up infallibly kills him in twenty-
four hours.  But, in juftice to this prince’s great
clemency, and the care he hath of his fubjeéts lives,
{wherein it were much to be withed, that the mo-
narchs of Europe would imitate him) it muft be
mentioned for his honour, that ftriét orders are
given to have the infeéted parts of the floor well
wafhed after every fuch execution; which if his
domeftics neglect, they are in danger of incurring
his royal difpleafure. I myfelf heard him give di-
rections, that ene of his pages fhould be whipr,

whofe
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whofe turn it was to give notice about wafhing the
floor after an execution, but malicioufly had omit-
ted it, by which neglect a young lord of great
hopes coming to an audience was unfortunately
poifoned, although the King at that time had no
defign againit his life. DBurt this good prince was
fo gracious as to forgive the poor page his whipping,
upon promife that he would do fo no more without
ipecial orders,

To return from this digreflion ; when I had
crept within four yards of the throne, I raifed my-
felf gently upon my knees, and then, firiking my
forehead feven times againft the ground, I pro-
nounced the following words, as they had been
taught me the night betore, Lekpling gloffthrobb fquut
ferumm blhiop mlafbralt zwwin tnoabalkuffh fliophad
ourdlublh afbt. 1 his is the comphment eftablifhed
by the laws of the land for all perfons admitted to
the King's prefence. It may be rendered into Eng-
lith thus: May your eeleflial Majefly cutlive the fun,
eleven maoons and @ half. 'To this the King returned
fome anfwer, which although I could not under-
ftand, yet 1 replied as I had been direfted : Flute
drin yalerick dwuldem prajtrad mirpu/b, which pro-
perly fignifies, my tongue is in the mouth of my friend;
and by this expreflion was meant, that I defired
leave to bring my interpreter ; whereupon the young
man already mentioned was accordingly intreduced,
by whofe intervention | anfwered as many queftions
as his Majelty could put in above 2n hour. Ifpcke
in the Balnibarbian tongue, and my interpreter de-
livered my meaning in that of Laggnagg

The King was much delighted with my company,
and ordered his Blifimarklub, or high chamberlain,
to appoint a lodging in the court for me and my
interpreter, with a daily allowance for my rtable,
and a large purfe of gold for my common expences.

1 ftayed three months in this country out of per-
fect obedience to his Majefty, who was pleafed

highly
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highly to favour me, and made me very honoura-
ble offers.  But I thoughr it more confiftent with
prudence and juftice to pafs the remainder of my
days with my wife and family.

PERET —_— TS  —

R B

The Luggnuggians commended, A particular difirip-
tion of the Struldbrugs, with many converfations
between the author aud fome eminent perfins upon
that fubjes,

HE Luggnuggians are a polite and generous

people; and alchough they are not without
fome thare of that pride, which is peculiar to all
caftern countries, yet they thew themfelves courte-
ous to firangers, efpecially fuch who are counte-
nanced by the court, I had many acquaintance
among perfons of the beft fathion, and being al-
ways attended by my interpreter, the converfation
we had was not difagreeable,

One day, in much good company, I was afked
by a perfon of quality, whether I had feen any of
their Struldbrugs or immortals, I faid, I had not
and defired he would explain to me, what he meant
by fuch an appellation applied to a mortal creature.
* He told me, that fometimes, though very rarely,
a child happened to be born in a family with a red

circular

® The defcription of the Struldbrogs is an inflrultive piece of mo-
lity. For if we confider it in a ferjous light, it tends to reconcile us
to aur final diffoiution. Death, when fet in contralt to the immor-
tality of the Struldbrugs, is no longer the king of terrois: he lofus
his tting ; he a; tousas a friend, and we chearfully obey his
tain relief to the greateft miteries. [t
i thines in a particular manser. He
effects of approaching age, and tacitly
dreaded

becaufe it brings ¢
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circular fpot in the forehead direétly over the left
eye-brow, which was an infallible mark, that it
fhould never die. The {fpot, as he defcribed it, was
about the compafs of a filver three pence, but in
the courfe of time grew larger, and changed its co-
lour; for at twelve years old it became green, fo
continued till five and twenty, then turned 0 a
deep blue ; at five and forty it grew coal black, and
as large as an Englifh fhilling ; but never admitted
any farther alteration. He faid, thefe births were
fo rare, that he did not believe there could be above
eleven hundred Struldbruggs of both fexes in the
whole kingdom, of which he computed about fifty
in the metropolis, and among the reft a young girl
born about three years ago: that thefe productions

dreaded that period of life, in which he might become a reprefenta-
tive of thofe miferable immertals, His apprehenfions were unfortus
nately fulfilled, He lived to be the moft melancholy fight that was ever
beheld. Yer, even in that condition, he continued to infirulk, by
appearing a providential inftance to mortify the vanity which is too
apt to arife in the human breaft, Our life cannot be pronounced
hagpy, till the laft fcene is clofed with eafe and refignation ; the mind
{till continuing to preferve its ufual dignity, and falling into the arms
ot death, as a wearied traveller finks into reft. This is that Eutha-
nafia which Auzuflus often defired, which Antoninus Pius enjoyed,
and for which every wife man will pray. Orrery.

Gulliver's account of the Struldbrugs is the fineft leGture that ever
was conceived by any mortal man, to reconcile poor tottering crea-
tures unto a chearful refignation of this wretched life, and perfeétly
agreeable to that fentiment of the infpired prophet, ¢ The days of
¢ gur life are threefcore years and ten; and though men be fo ftrong,
¢t that they live to fourfcore years; yet is their life then but labour
¢ and forrow.” Thofe difpenfations of the Aimighty, which are
fréquently the concomitants of old age, Dr. Swift, throughour his
whole life, conftantly apprehended, from fome peculiar infirmities
ateending his habit of body, would ftize upon him at laft. Thefe
Lotd Orrery, without any {ort of hefitation, roundly aferts to be the
avenging judgements of God, as if he had been let into the fecret by
fome particular revelation. But, in{tead of infulting the afhes of fo
bright a genius with the infirmities of his latter days, and comparing
him to one of his own Struldbrugs, we fhould endeavour to inflame
our [ouls by catching fire and fpint, ani patrintifm from his inimita-
ble writings; and filently confefs the ways of God to be inferutable,
and his judgements paft fincing cut. Swvift,

Noi: V, U were
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were not peculiar to any family, but a meer effeét
of chance ; and the children of the Struldbrugs
themfelves were equally mortal with the reft of the
people,
I freely own myfelf to have been ftruck with
mexpreflible delight upon hearing this account :
and the perfon, who gave it me, happening to un-
derftand the Balnibarbian language, which I fpoke
very well, I could not forbear breaking out into
expreflions perhaps a little too extravagant. I cried
our, as in a rapture, Happy nation, where every
chiid hath at leaft a chance for being immortal !
happy people, who enjoy fo many living examples
of ancient virtue, and have malters ready to inftruét
them in the wifdom of all former ages! bur, hap-
pielt beyond all comparifon are thofe excellent
Struldbrugs, whe being born exempt from that u-
niverfal calamity of human nature, have their
minds free and difengaged, without the weight and
deprefiion of fpirits caufed by the continual appre-
henfion of death. I difcovered my admiration, that
I had not obferved any of thefe illuftrious perfons
at court ; the black fpot on the forehead being fo
remarkable a diftinétion, that I could not have ea-
fily overlooked it: and it was impoffible that his
Mujeity, a moft judicious prince, fhould not pro-
vide himfelf with a good number of fuch wife and
abic counfellors.  Yer perhaps the virtue of thofe
reverend fages was too ftriét for the corrupt and
libertine manners of a court  And we often find
by experience, that young men are too opinionative
and volatile to be guided by the fober dictates of
their feniors. However, fince the King was pleafed
to allow me accefs to his royal perfon, | was re-
folved, upon the very firft occafion, to deliver my
opinion to him on this matter freely and at large by
the help of my interpreter; and whether he would
pleafe to take my advice or no, yet in one thing I
was determined, that, his Majefly having frequently

offered
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offered me an eftablifhment in this country, L
would with great thankfulnefs accept the favour,
and pafs my life here in the converfation of thofe
fuperior beings, the Struldbrugs, if they would
pleafe 1o admit me,

The gentleman, to whom I addrefied my dif-
courfe, becaufe (as I have already obferved,) he
fpoke the language of Balnibarbi, faid to me with
a {ort of a {fmile, which ufually arifeth from pity to
the ignorant, that he was olad of any occafion to
keep me among them, and defired my permifiion to
explain to the company what 1 had fpoke. He did
{o, and they talked together for fome time in their
own language, whereof I under{tood not 2 {yllable,
neither could I obferve by their counténances,
what impreflion my dilcourfe had made on them.
After a thort filence the fame perfon told me, that
his friends and mine (fo he thought fit to exprels
him{elf,) were very much pleafed with the judicious
remarks I had made on the great happinefs and ad-
vantages of immortal life, and they were defirous
to know, in a particular manner, what {cheme of
living I fhould have formed to myfelf, if it had
fallen to my lot to have been born a Struldbrug.

I anfwered, it was cafy to be eloquent on fo co-
pious and delightful a fubjec, efpecially to me, wha
had been often apt to amufe myfelf with vifions of
what I thould do, if I were a king, a general, on
a great lord : and, upon this very cafe, 1 had fre-
quently run over the whole fyftem how I fhould
employ myfelf, and pafs the time, if I were fure to
live for ever.

That, if it had been my good fortune to come
into the world a Struldbrug, as foon as I could
difcover my own happinefs by inderftanding the
difference between life and death, I would firft re-
folve by all arts and methods whatfoever to procure
mylelf riches. In the purfuit of which by thrift
and management, 1 might reafonably expect in

U 2 about
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about two hundred years to be the wealthieft man
in the kingdom. In the fecond place, I would
from my earlicft youth apply myfelf to the ftudy of
arts and {ciences, by which I thould arrive in time
to excel all others in learning. Lattly, I would
carcfully record every action and event of confe-
quence that happened in the public, impartia[ly_
draw the charaters of the feveral fucceffions of
princes and great minifters of ftate, with my own
obfervations on every point. I would exaltly fet
down the feveral changes in cuftoms, language, fa-
fhions of drefs, diet and diverfions, By all which
acquirments I thould be a living treafury of know-
ledge and wifdom, and certainly become the oracle
of the nation. :

I would never marry after threefcore, but live in
an holpitable manner, yet ftill on the faving fide,
I would entertain myfelf in forming and direéting
the minds of hopeful young men, by convincing
them from my own remembrance, experience, and
obfervation,. fortified by numerous examples, of
the ufefulnefs of virtue in public aud private life,
But my choice and conftant companions thould be
a fet of my own immortal brotherhood, among
whom I would cle& a dozen from the moft ancient
down to my own contemporaries. Where any of
thefe wanted fortunes, I would provide them with
convenient lodges round my own eftate, and have
fome of them always at my table, only mingiing a
few of the moft valuable among you mortals, whom
length of time would harden me to lofe with little
or no reluctance, and treat your pofterity after the
fame manner; juft as a man diveres himfelf with
the annual fucceflion of pinks and tulips in his
garden, without regretting the lofs of thofe, which
withered the preceding year,

Thefe Struldbrugs and I would mutually com-
municate our obfervations and memorials through
the courfe of time, remark the feveral gradations

by
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by which corruption {teals into the world, and op-
pofe it in every ftep by giving perpetual warning
and inftruction to mankind 3 which, added to the
ftrong influence of our own example, would pro-
bably prevent that continual degeneracy of human
pature {o juftly complained of in all ages.

Add to all this the pleafure of feeing the various
revolutions of ftates and empires ; the changes in
the lower and upper world ; ancient citiés in ruins,
and obfcure villages become the feats of kings ; fa-
mous rivers leflening into fhallow brooks; the oce-
an leaving one coaft dry, and overwhelming ano-
ther ; the difcovery of many countries yet unknown;
barbarity over-running the politeft nations, and the
moft barbarous become civilized. 1 {hould then fee
the difcovery of the longitude, the perpetual mo-
tion, the univerfal medicine, and many other great
inventions brought to the utmoft perfection.

W hat wonderful difcoveries fhould we make in
affronomy by out-living and confirming our own
predictions, by obferving the progrefs and returns
of comets, with the changes of motion in the {fun,
moon, and ftars.

I enlarged upon many other topics, which the na-
tural defire of endlefs life and fublunary happinefs
could eafily furnifh me with. When I had ended,
and the fum of my difcourfe had been interpreted,
as before, to the reft of the company, there was a
good deal of talk among them in the language of
the country, not without fome laughter at my ex-
pence. At laft the fame gentleman, who had been
my interpreter, faid he was defired by the reft to
fet me right in a few miftakes, which I had fallen
into through the common imbecillity of human
nature, and upon that allowance was lefs an{wera-
ble for them. That this breed of Struldbrugs was
peculiar to their country, for there were no fuch
people either in Balnibarbi, or Japan, where he
\ad the honour to be ambaffador from his Majefty,

and
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and found the natives in both thofe kingdoms very
hard to believe, that the fa&t was poflible ; and it
appeared from my aftonilhment, when he firft
mentioned the matter to me, that I received it as a
thing wholly new, and fcarcely to be credited. That
in the two kingdoms above mentioned, where dur-
ing his refidence he had converfed very much, he
obferved long life to be the univerfal defire and with
of mankind. That whoever had one foot in the
grave, was fure to hold back the other as ftrongly
as he could. That the oldeft had il hopes of
living one day longer, and looked on death as the
greatcft evil, trom which Nature always prompted
him to retreat ; only in this ifland of Luggnagg the
appetite for living was nor fo eager, from the con-
tinual example ‘of the Struldbrugs before their
eyes.

That the fyftem of living contrived by me was
unreafonable and unjuft ; becaufe it fuppofed a
perpetuity of youth, health, and vigour, which no
man could be {o foolifh to hope, however extrava-
gant he may be in his withes#, That the queftion
therefore was not, whether a man would chufe ta
be always in the prime of youth, attended with
profperity and health ; bur how he would pafs a
perpetual life under all the ufual difadvantages,
which old age brings along with it, For although
few men will avow their defires of being immortal
upon fuch hard conditions, yet in the two king-
doms hefore mentioned, of Balnibari and Japan,
he obferved that every man defired to put off death
for fome time longer, let it approach ever {o late ;

* To this it may poflibly be objetted, That the perpetuity of youth,
health, and vigour, wouli be lefs a predigy than the perpetuity of
life in a body fubject to gradual de ay, 2nd might therefore be hoped
without greater extravagance of folly. But the fentiment here ex-
prefled, isthat of a being (0 whom immoriality, though not perpetual
youth, was familiar; and in whom the wifh of perpetual youth only
would have been extravagant, becaufe that only appeared from faéts
to be impoffible,

and
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and he rarely heard of any man who died wi ling-
ly, except he were incited by the extremity of grief
or torture. And he appealed to me, whether, in
thofe countries I had travelled, as well as my own,
I had nort obferved the fame general difpofition 4.
After this preface he gave me a particular ac-
count of the >trudbrugs among them. He faid,
they commonly aéted like mortals, till abour thirty
years old, after whicn by degrees they grew melan-
choly and dejected, encreafing in both till they
came to fourfcore. This he learned from their own
confeflion; for otherwife, there not being above
two or three of that fpecies born in an age, they
were too few to form a general obfervation by.
When they came to fourfcore years, which is rec-
koned the extremity of living in this country, they
had not only all the follies and infirmities of other
old men, but many more, which arofe from the
dreadful profpect of never dying. They were not
only opinionative, peevith, covetous, morofe. vain,
talkative ; but incapable of friendfhip, and dead to
all natural affeétion, which never defcended below
their grand-children. Envy and impotent defires
are their prevailing paffions. But thofe objeéts, a-
gainft which their envy feems principally direéted,
are the vices of the younger fort, and the deaths of
the old. By refleéting on the former they find

4 Ifit be faid, that although the folly of dzfiring life to be pro=
Jonged under the difadvantages of old age. is here finely expofed ;
yet the defire of terreftrial immortalicy upon terms, on which alone,
in the nature of things, it is poffible, an exemption from difeafe, ac~
cident and decay, is tacitly allowed : It may be anfwered
grow old by imperceptible degrzes, fo for the moft part w
without repining, and every man is ready to pr ;
to die, when he fhall be overtaken by the decrepitude of
future period ; yet when every other eye fees that | riod 1
is ftill tenacious of life, and murmurs at the con
be reccived his exiience. To reconcile old
thoughts of a diffolution, appears to be all that
moral writer for practical |
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themfelves cut off from all poflibility of pleafure 4

and whenever they fee a funeral, they lament and
repine that others are gone to an harbour of reft,
to which they themftlves never can hope to arrive.
They have no remembrance of any thing, but what
they learned and obferved in their youth and mid-
le age, and even that is very imperfect. And for
the truth or particulars of any faét it is fafer to de-
pend on common tradition, than upon their beft re-
colletions. The leaft miferable among them ap-
pear to be thole, who turn to dorage, and entirely
lofe their memories; thefe meet with more pity and
afliftance, becaufle they want many bad qualities
which abownd in others.

If a Struldbrug happen to marry one of his own
kind, the marriage is diffolved of courfe by the
courtely of the kingdom, as foon as the younger
of the two comes to be fourfcore. For the law
thinks it a reafonsble indulgence that thofe, who
are condemned without any fault of their own to
a perpetval continuance in the world, fhould not
have their mifery doubled by the load of a wife.

As foon 2s they have compleated the term of
eighty years, they are looked on as dead in law 3
their heirs immediately fucceed to their eftates, only
a {mall pittance is referved for their fupport ; and
the poor ones are maintained at the public charge.
After that period they are held incapable of any
emoloyment of truft or profit; they cannot pur-
chafe lands or take leafes ; neither are they allow-
ed to be witnefles in any caufe. either civil or cri-
minal, not even for the decifion of meers and
bounds.

At ninety they lofe their teeth and hair; they
have at that age ne diftinétion of tafte, bur eat and
drink whatever they can get without relith or appe-
tite. The diféafes they were fubjeét to ftill conti-
nue, without encreafing or diminifhing, In talk-
Ing they forget the common appellation of tlling<Li

2 an
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and the names of perfons, even of thofe who are
their neareft friends ant relations. For the fame
vealon they never can amufe themfelves with read-
ing, becaufe their memory will not ferve to carry
them from the beginning of a fentence to the end,
and by this defeét they are deprived of the only en-
tertainment, whereof they might otherwife be ca-
pable.

The language of this country being always upon
the flux, the Struldbrugs of one age do not under-
ftand thole of another; neither are they able after
two hundred years to hold any converfation (far-
ther than by a few general words) with their neigh-
bours the mortals ; and thus they lie under the dif-
advutage of living like foreigners in their own
((]L]l1fl'}'.

This was the account given me of the Struldbrugs,
as near as I can remember. I afterwards faw five
or fix of different ages, the youngeft not above
two hundred years old, who were brought to me
at {everal times by fome of my friends; but al-
though they were told thatI was a great traveller
and had feen all the world, they had not the leaft
curiofity to ask me a queftion; only defired I would
give them flumfkudafk, or a token of remembrance :
which is a modeit way of begging, to avoid the law,
that ftrictly forbids it, becaufe they are provided
for by the public, although indeed with a very
feanty allowance.

"They are defpifed and hated by all forts of peo-
ple ; when one of them is bern, it is reckoned o-
mincus, and their birth is recorded very particular-
ly ; fo that you may know their age by confulting
the regifter ; which however hath not been kept a-
bove a thoufand years paft, or at leaft hath been
deftroyed by time or public diftnibances. But the
ufual way of computing how old they are, is, by
afking them what kings or great perfons they can
remember, -and then confulting hiftory ; for in-

VoL. V. X fallibly
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fallibly the laft prince in their mind did not begin
his reign after they were fourfcore years old.

They were the moft mortifying fight I ever be-
held; and the women more horrible than the men.
Uefides the ufual deformities in extreme old age,
they acquired an additional ghaftlinefs in propor-
tion to their number of years, which is not to be
deferibed 5 and, among half a dozen, I foon dif-
tinguithed which was the eldeft, although there
was not above a century or two between them.

T'he reader will eafily believe, that from what I
had heard and feen; my keen appetite for perpetu-
ity of life was much abated. I grew heartily atham-
cd of the pleafing vifions I had formed ; and thought
no tyrvant could invent a death, into which [ could
not run with pleafure from fuch a life. The king
heard of all that had pafled between me and my
friends upon this occafion, and rallied me very plea-
fandy ; withing I could fend a couple of Struldbrugs
To my own country to arm our people againft the
fear of death *, but thisit feems is forbidden by
the fundamental laws of the kingdom, or elfe I
thould have been well content with the trouble and
expence of tranfporting them.

I could notbut agree, that the laws of this king-
dom relating to the Struld brugs were foundedupon
the ftrongelt reafons, and fuch as any other coun-
try would be under the neceflity of enating in the
like circumltances. Otherwife, as avarice is the
neceflary confequent of old age, thofe immortals
would in time become proprictors of the whole na-
tion, and engrofs the civil power; which, for want
of abilities to manage, muit end in the ruin of the
public.

* Perhaps it may not be wholly ufelefs to remark, that the fight

ofa Struldbr gwould no otherwife arm thofe againfl the fear of death,
who have n p< beyond it, than a man is armed agzinft the fear of
breakirg his limbs who jumps out of 2 window when his houfe is

ou fire,
CHAP.
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‘T!')e‘autbo:: leaves Luggnagg, and fails to Japan.
From thence he returns in a Dutch fhip to Am-
fterdam, and from Amfterdam fo England.

Thought this account of the Struldbrugs might

be fome entertainment to the reader, becaufe it
{eems to be a little out of the common way ; atleaft
I do not remember to have met the like in any book
of travels, that hath come to my hands : and if I
am deceived, my excufe muft be, that itis necefla-
ry * for travellers, who defcribe the {fame country,
very often to agree in dwelling on the fame parti-
culars, without deferving the cenfure of having bor-
rowed or. tranfcribed from thofe who wrote before
them.

There is indeed a perpetual commerce between
this kingdom and the great empire of Japan; and
it is very probable, that the Japanefe authors may
have given fome account of the Struldbrugs; but
my ftay in Japan was fo thort, and | was {o entire-
ly a firanger to the language, that I was not qua-
lificd to make any enquiries. But I hope the Dutch
upon this notice will be curious and able enough
to fupply my defects.

His Majeity having often prefled me to accept
fome employment in his court, and finding me ab-
folutely determined to return to my native country,
was pleafed to give me his licence to depart, and

# The word neceffary is here ufed in the fame manner, as when by
the idiom of our language it means cenvenient, though it is to be un-
derftood in its proper fignification. € Travellers who defcribe the
< fame country, very often necefTurily agree in dwelling on the fame
¢ particulars, and therefore do met dejerwe the cenfure of having bor=
« rowed, &,

X 2 honoured
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honoured me with a letter of recommendation un-
der his own hand to the Emperor of Japan, He
likewife prefented me with four hundred forty-four
large pieces of gold (this nation delighting in even
numbers) and a red diamond, which 1 fold in LEng-
land for eleven hundred pounds.

On the 6th day of May 509, I took a folemn
leave of his Majelty and all my friends. T his prince
was fo gracious, as to order a guard to condudt me
to Glanguenftald, which is a royal port to the S, W,
part of the ifland. In 6 days I found a vefic] ready to
carry me to Japan, and fpent 15 days in the voyage.
We landed at a fmall port-town, called Xamofchi,
fitvated on the S. E. part of Japan; the town lies
on the weftern point, where there is a narrow
ftreight leading northward into a long arm of the
fea, upon the N. W. part of which, Yedo the me-
tropolis ftands. At landing I fhewed the cuftom-
houfe officers my letter from the King of Luggnagg
to his Imperial Majefty. "They knew the feal per-
fectly well; it was as broad as the palm of my
hand. The impreflion was 4 King lifting up a lame
beggar from the earth. "The magiftrates of the town
hearing of my letter, received me as a public mini-
fter ; they provided me with carriages and fervants,
and bore my charges to Yedo, where I was admit-
ted to an audience, and delivered my letter, which
was opened with great ceremony, and explained to
the Emperor by an interpreter, who then gave me
notice by his Majefty’s order, that I thould fignity
my requeft, and whatev_er it were, it fhould be
granted for the fake of his royal brother of Lugg-
nagg. This interpreter was a perfon employed io
tranfact affairs with the Hollanders: he foon con-
jectured by my countenance, that I was an Furo-
pean, and therefore repeated Lis Majefty’s com-
mandsin Low-dutch, which he fpoke pertectly well,
I aniwered (as I had before determined) that [
was a Dutch merchant thipwresked in a Very re-

mote
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mote country, from whence I had travelled by fea
and land to Luggnagg, and then took fhipping for
Japan, where I knew my countrymen often traded,
and with fome of thefe I hoped to get an opportu-
nity of returning into Europe: I therefore moft
humbly intreated his royal favour to give order,
that I {hould be conduéted in fafety to Nangalac:
to this | added another petiton, that for the fake
of my patron the king of Luggnagg. bis Majefty
would condefcend to excufe my performing the ce-
remony impofed on my countrymen, of Zrampling
upon the crucifix : becaufe I had been thrown into
his kingdom by my misfortunes, withoutany inten-
tion of trading. When this later petition was in-
terpreted to the Emperor, he feemed a iittle fur-
prized ; and faid, he believed T was the firit of my
countrymen, who ever made apy fcruple in this
point ; and that he beganto doubt, whether I was
a real Hollander or no; but rather fufpected I muft
be a chriftian. However, for the reafons I had
offered, but chiefly to gratify the king of Luggnagg,
by an uncommon mark of his favour, he would
comply with the fingularity of my humour; but the
affair muft be managed with dexterity, and his of-
ficers thould he commanded to let me pafs as it were
by forgetfulnels, For he aflured me, that if the
fecret thould be difcovered by my countrymen the
Dutch, they would cut my throat in the voyage. I
returned my thanks by the interpreter for fo un-
ufual a favour ; and fome troops being at that
time on their march to Nangafac, the commanding
officer had orders to convey me fafe thither, with
particular inftructions about the bufinefs of the
erucifix.

On the gth day of June, 1709, I arrived at
Nangafac after a very long and troublefome jour-
pey. I foan fell into company of fome Dutch failors
belonging to the Amboyna of Amfiterdam, a fiont
fhip of 450 tons. I had long lived in Holland, pur-

fuing
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fuing my ftudies at Leyden, and I fpoke Dutch well.
The feamen foon knew from whence I came laft; they
were curious to enquire into my voyages and courle
ofllife. I made up a ftory as fhort and probable
as [ could, but concealed the greateft part. I knew
many perfons in Holland ; T was able to invent
names for my parents, whom I pretended to be ob-
fcure people in the province of Guelderland. I
wou'd have given the captain (one Theodorus
Vangrult) whar he pleafed to afk for my voyage to
Holland ; but underftanding I wasa furgeon, he
was contented to take half the ufual rate, on con-
dition that I would {erve him in the way of my cal-
ing. DBefore we rook fhipping, I was often afked
by fome of the crew, whether I had performed the
ceremony above mentioned ! I evaded the queltion
by general anfwers, that I had fatisfied the Empe-
ror and court in all particulars. However, a ma-
licious rogue of a fkipper went to an officer, and
pointing to me, told him, I had not yet trampled
en the crucifix : but the other, who had received in-
ftructions to let me pafs, gave the rafcal twenty
ftrokes on the fhoulders with a bamboo; afier
which I was no more troubled with fuch queftions,
Nothing happened worth mentioning in this voy-
age. We failed with a fair wind to the Cape of
Good Hopz, where we {ftaid only to take in freth
water. On the 10th of April 1710, we arrived fafe
at Amfterdam, having loft only three men by fick-
nefs in the voyage, and a fourth who fell from the
fore-maft into the fea, not far from the coaft of
Guiney. From Awmfterdam I {foon after fer {ail for
England in a fmall veffzl belonging to that city.
Ou the 16th of April we put inat the Downs, I
landed next morning, and faw once more my na-
tive country, after an -abfence of five years and {ix
months complete. I went firait to Rediiff, where
I arrived the {ame day, at two in the afternoon,
and found my wife and family in good health.
TR A-
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A Voyacge to the Country of the
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The author [ets out as captain of a fhip. His men con-
_/j)ire againft him, confine him a long time to his cab-
bin. Set him on fhore in an unknown land. He
travels up into the country. The Yahoos, a firange
fort of animal, defcribed. The author meets two
Houyhnhnms.

1’ Continued at home with my wife and children
about five months in a very happy condition, if
I could have learned the leffon of knowing when 1
was well. I left my poor wife big with child, and
accepted an advantageous offer made me to be cap-

tain

® Tn thislaft part of his imaginary travels, Swift has indulged a
mifanthropy that is intolerable. The reprefentation which he has
given us of human nature, mult terrify, and even debafe the mind
of the reader who views it. His fallics of witand humour lofe all
their force, nothing remaining but a melancholy and difagrecable im-
prefiion : we are difgulted, not entertained , we are fhocked, not in-
fruéted by the fable, I fhould therefore chufe to take no netice of

his
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tain of the Adventure, a f{tout merchant-man of
350 tuns: for I underftood navigation well, and
being grown weary of a ii;r'gcon" employment
at fea, which however 1 could exercife upon occa-

fion,

his Yawnoos, did I not think it neceflary to 2Tzt the vindication of
human niture, and thereby, in fome meafure, to pay my duty to the
great Author of our (pecies, who has created us in a very fearlul, and
a very wonderful mannecr.

We are compofed of 2 mind, and of a body, intimatcly united, and
mutually affe€ting each otiber. Their operations indeed are entirely
different.  Whether the immortal {;irit, that enlivens this fine ma-
chine, is originally of a fuperior nature in various bodies, (which,
own, feems moit conlitent, and agreeable to the fcale and order of
beings,) or whether the di h rence depends on a fymmetry, or peculiar
ftruéture of the organs combined with it, is beyond my reach to de-
termine. It is evidently certain, that the body is curioufly formed
with proper organs to delight, and fuch as are adapred 10 all the ne-
ceflary ufes of life. The fpirit animates the whole j it guides the na-
tural appetites, and confines them within jult limits, But the nato-
ral force of this fpirit is often immerfed in matter ; and the mind be-
comes fubfervient to paflions, which it ought to govern and cireét,
}.omcc, aithough of the Epicurean doétrine, acknowledges this truth,
wiere he fays,

Arque affigit bumo divine particulum aure,

Tt is no lefs evident, that this immorral {pirit has an independent
power of aéting, and, when culiivated iv a proper manner, feeming-
ly quits the corporeal frame within which it is imprifoned, and foars
into higher and more fpacious regions ; where, with an energy, which
I had almoft faid was divine, it ranges among thefe heavenly bo-
dies, that in this lower world, are fcarce vilible to our eyes ; and we
can at once explain the diftance, magnitude, and velo:ity of the pla-
nets, and can foretell, even to a degree of minutenefs, the particular
time when a comet will return, and when the fun will be ecligfed in
the next century. Thefe powers certainly evince the dignity of human
nature, and the furprifing effeéts of the immaterial {puit within us ;
which, in fo confined a flate, can thus difengage itfelf from the fet-
ters of matter, It is from this pre eminence of the foul over the bo-
dy, that we are enabled to view the exaét order and curious varicty of
different beings; to confider and cultivate the natural produ@ions of
the earth; and to admire and imitate the wife benevulence which
reigna throughout the whole fyftem of the univerfe, It is from hence
that we form moral laws for our conduét. From hence we delightin
copving that great original, whoin his effence is uiterly incompre-
lienfible, but in his influenee is powerfully apparent 10 every degree
of his creation. From hence too we perceive a real beauty in virtue,
and a diftinGion Letween good and evil. Virtue afts wita the uimoft
generofity, and with no view to her own advantage ; while vice, like
a glutton, feeds herfelf encrmoufly, and then is willing to difgorge

ythe
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fion, I took a fkilful young man of that calling, ofie
Robert Purefoy, into my fthip. We fet fail from
Portfmouth upon the 7th day of September, 16103
on the 14th, we met with Captain Pocock of Bri-
ftol, at Teneriff, who was going to the bay of

Campeachy

the naufeous offals of her feat. But I fhall wander too far, efpecially
as I flatter myfelf, that your mind is fo good, and fo unprejudiced,

that you will more eafily feel than I can illuftrate the truth of thefe
atlertions.

Swift deduces his obfervations from wrong principles: for, in his
land of Houyhnhnms, he confiders the foul and body in their moft
‘*‘E-‘“‘"'“— and umulnntkd ftate 5 the former as a flave to the appe-
tites of the latter, He feems infenfible of the {urprifing mechanifm
and beauty of every part of the human mmpnfnon_ He forgets the
fine defcription which Ovid gives of mankird:

Os bomini [ublime dedic, ceel: nr_::u.’ tueri
?’1_[]:, et erefas ;I\nfl't'd toilere wudtus,

In painting Y anoos he becomes one himfelf, Nor isthe picture
which he draws of the Ho uyhnhnms, inviting or amufing, It wants
both light and thade to adern it, It is cold and infipide. We there
view the pure inflinés of brutes, unaflifted by any knowledge of let-
ters, afling within their own narrow fphere, merely for their imme-
diate prefervation. They are incapable of doing wrong, therefore
they aét right, It is furely a very low charater given Lo creatures, in
whom the author would infinuate fome degree of reafon, that they at
inoffenfively, when they have neither the motive nor the power to
aét otherwife. Their virtuous qualities are only negatives. Swift
himfelf, amidft all his irony, muft have cenfeffed, that to moderate
our paflions, to extend our munificence to others, to enlarge our un-
derft:nding, and to raife our idea of the Almighty by contemplating
his works, is not only the bufinefs, but often the practice, and the
ftudy of the human mi It is too certain, that no individual has
ever pofleffed SRNCEY qualification and excellence. However, fuch an
affemblage of different virtues may fiill be colle¢ted from different
perfons, as are fufficient to place the dignity of human natare in an
amiable and exalted ftation. We muft lament indeed the many in-
ftances of thofe who degenerate or go allray from the end and inten-
tion of their being. The true fource of this depravity is often owing
to the want of education, to the falfe indulgence of parents, or to
fome other bad caufes, which are conftantly prevalent in every nation,
Meny of thefe errors are finely ridiculed in the foregoing parts of this

romance : but the voyage to the Houyhnhnms is a real infult upon

m nkind.

a] am heartily tired of the laft part of Gulliver’s travels; and am
glad, that, having exhaufted all my obftrvations on this
fu! 1:0 I may finifh my letter; e pecie
ttirally turns my thoug hts from yahe

difagreeable
liy as the conclufion of it na-
to one of the deareft pledges

1ha ‘l_'l‘f\nlﬂuh yourfelf, et Qi rery
Some others, befides Lord Orrery, have thought proper to cenfure
VoL V. X

Gulliver's
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Campeachy to cut logwood. On the 16th, he was
parted from vsin a torm; 1 heard, fince my re-
torn, that his fhip foundered, and none efcaped,

but one eabbin-boy. He was an honeft man, and

a good

indecd their

Gulliver's voyage to the Houyhnhnms. But wheth

verfions proceeded from the infirmity of their ement, or
from Y .hoo depra own nature, I ﬁ‘.\l.l not vouch-
“afe to inguire 3 as the daily occurrenc v world prove,
Huftra ! confirm all the farcafms of the dodtor. Sha|| we ;r ¢
th ¢ s Ho , for expofing mic
revels, de d follies of human
kin srovement and the
< extravagant 7 And
ffall we ¢ i ;f«ﬁ g
cl I aclable yahoo,
the: h.th 5, and cortuption of the
i f rath o ( ience; and fub-
1 thow per ;"n.,rv..l‘t:k! {

practice, to ever * cher of righrecuf

unght chman of the Ch ible for ]s'h

account
ify the wick-
B that cannot

{ ubiiged to warn

»
tery,

“lwn-n..'inw, t:eachery, m».a-
glutrony, luxury, vanity, cf’-

hypo i
namerable other \I»LS, are

as

it & But

d 1em the nororious charaéteri

of afk tho hty (bfteners,

k I‘_wu,\u.:rl.-rm £ETS,

is waich, like a roaring lion,
t f:cking whom he may deveur ! 'Was he not
&

faulilefs, is there
e, any beafl, any
And whence ori-
1nr.t:‘u'n'.u abufe of that -
nrul gence can be reputed f ful,
ey ator 7 And furely, if
g.orious, ‘Fl- ced for many
- know to the contrary, below all the
elligent, animal, or
though merciiul,
1 and vir
n exaét parity of realon, that every l'nul.,\}
¢ to God for that degree of iutelligence and
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a good {ailor, but a little too pofitive in his own
opinions, which was the caufe of his deftiuftion,
as it hath been of feveral others. For if he had
followed my advice, he might have been {afe at
home with his family at this time, as well as myfelf.

I had feveral men died in my fhip of calentures,
{o that T was forced to get recruits out f Barbadoes
and the Leeward Ililands, where I touched by the
dire@tion of the merchants who employed me;
which I had foon too much caufe to repent; for I
found afterwards, that moft of them had been buc-
caneers *. I had fifty hands on board, and my or=-
ders were, that I fhould trade with the Indians in
the South Sea, and make what difcoveries I could.
Thefe rogues, whom I had picked up, debauched
my other men, and they all formed a confpiracy to
feize the fhip, and fecure me; which they did one
morning, rufhing into my cabbin, and binding me
hand and foot, threatening to throw me over board
i€ I offered to ftir. 1 told them, Iwas their prifoner,
and would fubmit. This they made me fwear to do,
and then they unbound me, only faftening one of
my legs with a chain near my bed, and placed 2

laft of abfurdities, and which in
throughout his whole 2d ¢
that glorious creature m
brute beaft, when he fiies b
der the banner of the encmy
defigned to have bee y of
rit of his life and demeanour, to
moft hellith purpotes d this ma
work of the whole fatire containedin t
[Then the author inferis feveral pafl
and the Apoerypha, which, he fays, ¥ ]
of the doftor. But thefe weomsit, as 1mprope
mance. ]
to conclude: if the brutality and fil hinafs o
: s of Dr. Swift, in colo
fhockine and ab as 2y €2 ». and as, in faé, they
to have been, the pic I 1 1€
& and,

of religion and

# Certain pirat

-afoning of St. Peter
le, that cre.ture man,

T UL =
molit €Xecra

ars to be tl

rin a{bl ical ro-

hoos be

that iniefted the Weft- Indies, = fo called.
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centry at my door with his piece charged, who wag
commanded to fhoot me dead, if I attempted my
liberty. They fent me down victuals and drink,
and took the government of the fhip to them{clves.
Their defign was to turn pirates, and plunder the
Spaniards, which they could not do, till they got
more men. But firft they refolved to fell the goods
in the fhip, and then go to Madagafcar for recruits,
feveral among them having died fince my confine-
ment. They failed many weeks, and traded with
the Indians ; but I knew not what courfe they took,
being kept a clofe prifoner in my cabbin, and ex-
pecting nothing lefs than to be murdered, as they
often threatened me.

Upon the gth day of May 1711, one James
‘Welch came down to my cabbin, and faid, he had
orders from the captain to {et me a thore. 1 ex-
poftulated with him, but in vain ; neither would he
1o much as tell me, who their new caprain was,
They, forced me into the long-boat, letting me put
on my belt fuit of cloaths, which were as good as
new, and take a {mall bundle of linen, but no arms,
except my hanger; and they were {o civil as not to
fearch my pockets, into which I conveyed what mo-
ney I had, with fome other little neceffaries, They
rowed about a league; and then fet me down on
a ftrand. I defired them to tell me what coun-
try it was. They all {wore, they knew no more
than myfelf, but faid, that the caprain (as they
called him) was refolved, after they had fold the
lading, to get rid of me in the firft place where
they could difcover land. They pufbed off imme-
diately, advifing me to make hafte, for fear of being
overtaken with the tide ; and fo bade me farewell,

In this defolate condition I advanced forward,
and foon got upon firm ground, where I fat down
on a bank to reft mylfelf, and confider what I had
beft do. When I was a little refrefhed, I went up

into the country, refolving to deliver myfelf to the
firft
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firft favages I fhould meet, and purchafe my life
from them, by fome bracelets, glafs rings, and
other toys, which failors ufually provide themlclves
with in thofe voyages, 2nd whereof I had fome
about me. ‘The land was divided by long rows of
trees, not regularly planted. but natur illy growing ;
there was great plenty of grafs, and {everal ficlds of
oats, T walked very circumfpeétly for fear of being
furprifed, or fuddenly fhot with an arrow from be-
hind, or on either fide. I fell into a beaten road,
where I faw many tracks of human feet, and fome
of cows, but moit of horfes. At laft I beheld fe-
veral animals in a field, and one or two of the fame
kind fitting in trees. Their fhape was very fingular
and deformed, which a litde difcompoled me, fo
that I lay down behind a thicket to obferve them
better. Some of them, coming forward near the
place where I lay, gave me an opportunity of dif-
tinétly marking their form. Their heads and breafts
were covered with a thick hair, fome frizled, and
others lank ; they had beards like goats, and a long
ridge of hair down their backs, and the fore-parts
of their legs and feet ; but the reft of their bodies
were bare, fo that I might fee their fkins, which
were of a brown buff-colour. They had no tails,
nor any hair at all on their buttocks, except about
the anus; which, I prefume, Nature had placed
there to defend them, as they fat on the ground ;
for this pofture they ufed, as well as lying down,
and often ftood on their hind-feet. They climbed
high trees as nimbly as a fquirrel; for they had
ftrong extended claws before and behind, termi-
nating in fharp points, and hooked. They would
often {pring, and bound, and leap with prodigious
agility. The females were not fo large as the males;
they had long lank hair on their Leads, but none
on their faces, nor any thing more than a’fort of
down on the reft of their bodies, except about the
anus and pudenda. Their dugs hung between their

fore-
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fore-feet, and often reached almoft to the ground
as they walked. ‘The hair of both fexes was of
{L'\‘fﬂi‘.‘.!d(l.‘!\)ll! , brown, red, black, and yellow.
Upon the whole, I never beheld in all my travels
{fo difa J‘;_‘.Lh?:' ap animal., or one ﬂf‘:lix:!\i which I

narurally conceived fo ftrong an antipathy  So that
thinking I had feen enough, full of contempt and
averfion, I got up, and purfued the beaten road,
h(s:‘mq 1 l‘ln-'..'\ 4 “L‘;L' me to the Cklhhiil (vf f()l‘.!‘,f',
Indian. I had nor got far, when I 1 one of thele
creatures full in my wav, and cor r up direétly
to me. The vgly monfter, when he {aw me, dif-
torted feveral ways every fl‘nur«: of his vifage, and
ftared as at an object he = had never feen before;
then approaching neaver, lifted up hi« tore-paw,
vhether out of curiofity or milc E:e: , I could not
tell: butl drew my hanger, and gave h‘ n a good
blow with the flar fide of it; for I durft not firike
with the edge, r..u.. g the inhabitants might be
provoked ag vinft me, if th tyth\m.\l come to know,
that I had killed or maimed any of their cattle,
When the beaft felt the fmart, he drew back, and
roared fo loud, that a herd of at leaft forty came
flocking bout me froin the next field, howling and
making odious facess but [ ran to the body of a
tree, n.nd. leaning my back againft it, kept them
off by waving my hanger, f‘).\v_ al of this curfed
brood, getting b | of the branches behind, leaprt
up intc the tree, from whence they began to dif-
charge their excrements on'my head : Lhowev er, 3
e;capu] prerty well by fticking “clofe to the Pgnl of
the tree, but was almoft ihﬂ;d with the filch, which
fell about me on every fide.

In the mid{t of this difirefs, I obferved them all
to run away oo a fudden as faft as they could, at
which I ventured to leave the tree, and purlue the
road, wondering what it was that could put them
into this f'ri.:iv But, looking on my left hand, 1
faw a horfe walking fofily m-ihc field : which, my

perfecutors
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perfecutors having fooner difcovered, was the ca ufe
of their flight. The horfe {tarted a littde when 1
came near me, but, foon recovering himfelf, lon.\ud
full in my face with manifelt to ; of wonder : he

viewed my hands an d-feet, walking round me teve-
ral times. I would bave puriued my journey but
he placed I Limieli t.‘!»‘.uitf;; in the way, yet lo ki g
with a very o ild afpect, never offering the leail vi-
olence. We ftood gazing at each other tor {ome
time ; at laft I
towards his neck with a defign to {troak ii, uling
the common ftyle and whilile of Jockies, when they
are going to handle a firange horfe. But this ani-
mal feemed to receive my civilities with difdain,
{hook his head, and bent his'brows, foftly raifing
up his right fore-foot to remove my hand. Then he
neighed “three or four times, but in {o different a
ctdnnu, that I almoft began to think he was fpeak-
ing to him {elf in fome lan nguage of his own.

\\ hile he and I were le, (mp.(wd another
horfe came up ; who ap plying himiclf to the firlk
in a very fonn.tl manner, I\Lv gently ftruck L.\Ch_
other’s xwht hoof before, neighing lever al times by
turns, .md varying the hmm, which feemed to be
almoft articulate. They went fome paces off, asif
ir were to confer [r.;;,r_.h t, walking fide by fide,
backward and forward, like perl {ons de 1b_“1u.15
upon fome affair of weight, but often turning their
eyes towards me, as it were 10 watch that I .:.:5ht
not efcape. 1 was amaz ed to fee fuch action and
behaviour'in brute beafts ; and concluded with my-
felf, that if the inhabitants of this country were
endued “hl). a pmp.nm-nn"’ degree ot realon,

they muit needs be the wileit ped ple upon earth.

z the boldnels to reach my hand

I
This thought gave we 1o much Ll)l-\lLuL that I re-

{olved to b“ rmwmd until I could difcover ¢
houfe or village, or meet with any of th

leaving the two hnllu to difcourfe together as thes
piulcd. But the Aré,.who was a dapple-grey, 0b-
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ferving me to fteal off, neighed :\F_ter me in fq ex-
preflive a tone, that | fancied myfclf to underftand
what he meant; whercupon I turned back, and
came near him to expedt his farther commands,
bur concealing my fear as much as [ could; for I
began to be in lome pain, how this adventure might
terminate ; and the reader will eafily believe, I did
not much like my prefent fituation.

The tw. horfes came up clofe to me, looking
with great earneftnefs vpon my face and hands,
The grey fteed rubbed my hat all round wich his
right fore hoof, and difcompofed it fo much, that
I was forced to adjuft it better, by taking it off and
ferling it again ; whereat both he and his compa-
nion (who was brown-bay,) appeared to be much
furprifed ; the latter felt the lappet of my coat, and
finding it 1o hang loofe about me, they both looked
with new figns of wonder. He ftroaked my right
hand, feeming to admire the foftnefs and colour ;
but he fqeezed it fo hard between his hoof and his
paftern, that I was forced to roar; afier which they
both touched me with all poffible tendernefs. They
were under great perplexi'y about my fhoes and
ftockings, which they felt very often, neighing to
each other, and ufing various geftures, not unlike
thoic of a philofopher, when he would attempt to
folve fome new and difficult phzenomenon.

Upon the whole, the behaviour of thef: amimals
was fo orderly and rati nal, fo acute and judicious,
that I at lait concluded they were two magicians,
who had thus metamorphofed themfelves upun fome
deiign, and, fceing a ftranger ia the way, refolved
to divert themfelves with him; or perhaps were
really amazed at the fight of 2 man fo very different
in habit, feature, and complexion, from thofe who
might probably live in fo remote a climate. Upon
the (trength of this reafoning, I ventured to addrefs
them in the following manner : Gentlemen, it you
be conjurers, as I have goad-caufe to believe, you

z can
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can underftand any language; therefore 1 make
bold to let your worthips koow, that [ am a poor
diftreffed Englithman, driven by his misfortuncs
upon your coaft, and 1 intreat one of you to letme
ride upon his back; as if he were a real horfe, 0
fome houfe or village, where I can be relieved. In
return of which favour I will make you a prefent
of this knife and bracelet, (taking them out of my
pocket) The two creatures ftood filent while I
fpoke, feeming to liften with great attention; and
when I had ended, they neighed frequently towards
each other, as if they were engaged in {erious con-
verfation, 1 plainly obferved, that their language
exprefled the paflicns very well, and the words
might with little pains be refolved into an alphabet
more eafily than the Chinefe.

1 could frequently diftinguifh the word Yahoo,
which was repeated by each of them feveral times;
and although it was impoflible for me to conjeture
what it meant, vet, while the two horfes werc bufy
in converfation, I endeavoured to practile this word
upon my tongue; and as foon as they were filent,
1 boldly pronounced Yahoo in a lond voice, imi-
tating at the fzme time, as near as | could, the
neighing of a horfe; at which they were both vifi-
bly {urprifed, and the grey repeated the {fame word
twice, as if he meant to teach me the right accent,
wherein I {poke after him as well as 1 could, and
found myfelf perceivahly to improve every time,
though very far from any degree of perfetion.
Then the bay tried me with a fecond word much
harder to be pronounced ; bat, reducing it to the
Englifh orthography, may be ipele thus, Houyh-
phnm. I did not fucceed in this {0 well as the for-
mer; but after two or three farther trials, 1 had
better fortune ; and they both appeared amazed at
my capacity.

After fome farther difcourfe, which I then con-
jeftured might relate to me, the two friends took

VoL.V Z their
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their leaves with the fame compliment of ftriking
cach other’s hoof; and the grey made me figns that
I thould walk before him; wherein 1 thoughe it
prudent to comply, till I could find a berter direc-
tor. ‘When I offered to flacken my pace, he would
cry hhuun, bhuun 5 1 guefled his meaning, and gave
him to underftand, as well as I could, that 1 was
weary, and not able to walk fafter ; upon which he
would ftand a while to let me reft,

A
) CHAP I

} The author conduled by a Houyhnhnm to his Foufe,
r The houfe deferibed.  The authir’s reception. The
‘L Jfood of the Houyhnhnms. The author in diftrefs for
| | want of meat, is at laft rélieved, His manner of
Jeeding in that country,

i AVING travelled about three miles, we came
i to a long kind of building, made of timber
| fluck m the ground, and wattled a-crofs; the roof
I was low, and covered with firaw. I now began to
E i be a little comforted; and took out fome toys,
’ which travellers ufually carry for prefents to the fa-
| vage Indians of America and other parts, in hopes
i the people of the houfe would be thereby encoura-
ged to receive me kindly, The horfe made me a
i fign to goin firft; it wasa large room with 2 imooth
| clay-floor, and a rack and manger, extending the
i | whole length on one fide. There were three nags,
! and two mares, not cating, but fome of them fitting
| down upon their hams, which I very much won-
i Wil dered at; but wondered more to fee the reft em-
il ployed in domeftic bufinefs ; thefe feemed but or-
th dinary cattle : however this confirmed my firft opi-
|

|

mion, that a people, who could fo far civilize brute
: animals,
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animals, muft needs excel in wifdom al! the nations
of the world. The grey came in juflt after, and
thereby prevented any ill treatment which the others
might have given me. He neighed to them feveral
times in a ftile of authority, and received aniwers,
Beyond this room there were three others reach-
ing the length of the houfe, to which you pafled
through three doors, oppofite to each other, in the
manner of a vifta; we went through the fecond
room towards the third; here the grey walked in
firft, beckoning me to attend . | waited in the fe-
cond room, and got ready my prefents for the ma-
fier and miftrefs of the houfe: they were two
knives, three bracelets of falfe pearl, a fmall look-
ing:glafs, and a bead-necklace. The horfe neighed
three or four times, and I waited to hear {fome an-
{wers in a human voice, but I heard no ether re-
turns than in the fame dialeét, only one or two a
little fhriller than his, I began to think, that this
houfe muft belong to fome perfon of great note
among them. becaufe there appeared fo much cere-
mony before I gould gain admittance. But, that a
man of quality thould be ferved all by horfes, was
beyond my comprehenfion. I feared my brain was
difturbed by my fufferings and misfortunes: I rou-
{ed myfelf, and looked about me in the room, where-
I was left alone; this was furnithed. like the firft,
only after a more elegant manner. 1 rubbed my
eyes often, but the fame objeéts ftill occurred. 1
pinched my arms and fides to awake myfelf, hoping
I might be in a dream. I then abfolutely concluded,
that all thefe appearances could be nothing elfe but
necromancy and magic. But I had no time to pur-
{ue thefe refleCtions ; for the grey horfe came to
the door, and made me a fign to follow him into
the third room ; where I faw a very comely mare,
together with a colt and fole, fitting on their
haunches upon matts of ftraw, not unartfully made,
and perfectly ncat and clean, j
&2 The
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The mare foon after my entrance rofe from her
matt, and coming up clofe, after having nicely ob-
{ rved my hands and face, gave me a moft contemp-
tuous look ; then turning to the horfe, I'heard the
word yahoo often repeated betwixt them ; the mean-
ing of which word I could not then comprehénd,
although it was the firft I had learned to pro-
i nounce ; but I was foon betrer informed to my e-
verlafting mortification : tor the horfe beckoning

} to me with his head, and repeating the word hbuun,
i bhiun, as he did npon the road, which Tunderftood
was to attend him, led me out into a kind of court,
where was another building at fome diftance from
A the houfe. Here we entered, and I faw three of
g | thofe dereftable creatures, which I firft mer after
' my landing, feeding upon roots and the fleth of
fome animals, which 1 afterwards found to be that
of affes and dogs, and now and then a cow dead by
accident or difeafe. They were all tied by the neck
with ftrong wyrhs faftened to a beam ; they held
their food between the claws of their fore-feet, and
tore it with their teeth.

Tlhe mafter horfe ordered a forrel nag, one of
his {ervants, to untie the largeft of thefe animals,
and take him into the yard. 'I'he beaft and I were
brought clofe together; and our countenances di-
| ligenily compared both by mafier and fervant, who
thercupon repeated {everal times the word yahoo,
‘ My horror and aftonifhment are not to be defcri-

il bed, when I obferved in this abonimable animal a
%;H perfedt human figure : the face of it indeed was flat
It and broad, the nofe depreffed, the lips large, and
I | the mouth wide : but thefe differences are common
5 to all favage nations, where the lineaments of the
| }ﬁ countenance are diftorted by the natives fuffering
R their infants to lie grovelling on the earth, or by
carrying them on their backs nuzzling with their
1 face againft the mother’s thoulders. The fore-feet
| of the yahop differed from my hands in pothing

. clfe,
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elfe, but the length of the pails, the coarfenefs and
brownnefs of the palms, and the hairinefs on the
backs. There was the fame refemblance between
our fee:, with the fame differences, which I knew
very well, though the horfes did not, becaufe of
my fhoes and ftockings; the fame in every part of
our bodies, except as to hairinefs and colour, which
I have already defcribed.

The great difficulty, that {eemed to ftick with the
two horles, was, to fee the reft of my body fo very
different from that of a yahoo, for which I was
obliged to my cloaths, whereof they had no con-
ception. The forrel nag offcred me a roog, which
he held (after their manner, as we fhall deferibe in
its proper place) between his hoof and paftern: I
took it in my hand, and having fielt it returned it
to him again as civilly as [ could. He broughr out
of the yahoo's kennel a piece of afs’s fleth, but it
{melt fo offenfively, that I rerurned from it with
loathing ; he then threw it to the yahoo, by whom
it was greedily devoured *. He afterwards {hewed
me a whifp of hay and a fetlock full of oats ; but
1 (hook my head to fignify, that neither of thefe
were food for me. And indeed I now apprehend-
ed, that I muft abfolutely ftarve, if I did not get to
fome of my own fpecies; for as to thofe filthy ya-
hoos, although - there were few greater lovers of
mankind at that time, than myfclf; yet 1 confefs, T
never {aw any fenfitive being fo deteftable on all
accounts ; and the more I caine near them, the
more hateful they grew, while I ftayed in that
country. This the mafter horfe obferved by my
behaviour, and therefore fent the yahoo back to
his kennel. He then put his fore hoof to his mouth,

* Whoever is difgufted with this pi€tur= of a yahoo, would do well
to reflet, that it becomes his own in exaét proportion as he deviates
from virtue, for virtue is the perfettion of reafon. The appc;it:s of
thofe abandoned to vice, are not lefs bruial and fordid than that of a
yahoo for affes fleth 5 nor is their life a ftate of lefs abject fervility.

at
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at which I was much furprifed, although he did
with eafe, and with 2 motion that appeared perfelt-
ly natural ; and made other figns to know what I
would eat ; but I could not return him fuch an an-
fwer as he was able to apprehend ; and if he had
underftoed me, Idid not fee how it was poffible to
countrive any way for finding myfelt nourithment,
While we were thus engaged, 1 obferved a cow
pafling by; whereupon I pointed to her, and ex-
prefied a defire to go and milk her, This had its
effect; for he led me back into the houfe, and or-
dered a mare-fervant to open a room, where a good
ftore of milk lay in earthen and wooden vefitls af-
ter a very orderly and cleanly manner. She gave
me a large bowl full, of which I drank very hear-
tily, and tound mylelf well refrefhed.

About noon | faw coming towards the houfe a
kind of yehicle drawn like a fledge by four yahoos.
There was in it an old fieed, who feemed to be
quality ; he alighted with his hind feet forward,
having by accident got a hurt in his left fore-foot.
He came 1o dine with our horfe, who received him
with great civility. They dined in the beft room,
and had oats boiled in milk for the fecond courle,
which the old horfe eat warm, but the reft cold.
Their mangers were placed circular in the middle of
the room, and divided into feveral partitions, round
which they fat on their haunches upon bofles of
firaw. In the middle was a large rack, with angles
an{wering to every partition of the manger. So
that each horfe and mare eat their own bay, and
their own math of oats and milk, with much de-
cency and regularity. The behaviour of the young
colt and fole appeared very modeft; and that of the
mafter and miftrefs extremely chearful and com-
plaifant to their gueft, The grey ordered me to
ftand by him ; and much difcourie pafled between
him and his friend concerning me, as I found by

tig
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the firanger’s often looking at me, and the frequeng
repetition of the word yahoo

I happened ro wear my gloves, which the maﬁcr
grey obferving, feemed | gnrplcxcd dilcovering fign
of wonder what I had done to my fore- feet ; he
put his hoof three or four times to them, as 1ic
would fignify, that I thould reduce them to their
former fhape, which I prefently did, pulling off
both my gloves, and putting them into my pocket.
This occafioned farther talk, and I faw the compa-
ny was pleafed with my behaviour, whereof I foon
found the good effects. I was osdered to {peak the
few words I underfiood ; and while they were at
dinner, the mafter taught me names for oats, milk,
fire, water, and fome others; which I could rea-
dily pronounce after him, having from my youth
a great facility in learning languages.

When dinner was done, the mafter-horfe took
me afide, and by figns and words made me under-
ftand the concern he was in, that 1 had nothing to
eat. Oats in their tongue are called hlunnh. This
word I pronounced two or three times; for al-
though | had refufed them at fisft, yet vpon fe-
cond thoughts I confidered, that I could contrive
to make of them a kind of bread, which might be
fufficient with milk to keep me alive, till I could
make my efcape to fome other country, and te
creatures of my own fpecies. The borfe immedi-
ately ordered a white mare fervant of his family te
bring me a good quantity of oats in a fort of wood-
en tray. Thefe | heated before the fire, as well as
I could, and rubbed them tiil the hufks came off,
which I made a fhift to winnow from the grain ;
I ground and beat them between two ftones, then
took water, and made them inio a pafte or cake,
which I toafted at the firte, and eat warm
with milk. It was at firft a very infipid diet, though
common enough in many parts of Europe, but
grew tolerable by time ; and having been often re-

duced
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duced to hard fare in my life, this was not the firft
experiment I had made, how eafily nature is fatil~
fied. And I cannot but obferve, that I never had
one hour’s ficknefs while T ftaid in this ifland. It
is true, I fometimes made a fhift to catch a rabbir,
or bird, by {pringes made of yaled’s hairs; and I
often gathered wholeiome herbs, which I boiled or
eat as {alads with my bread; and now and then,
for a rarity, 1 made a little butter, and drank the
whey. T was at firft at a great lofs for falt; but
cuftom foon reconciled me to the want of it 3 and I
am confident, that the frequent ufe of falt among
us is an effect of luxury, and was firft introduced
only as a provocative to drink ; except where it is
neceflary for preferving of fleth in long voyages, or
in places remote from great markets. For we ob-
ferve no animal to be fond of it but man : and as
to myfelf, when I left this country, it was a great
while before I could endure the tafte of it in any
thing that [ eat,

This is enough to fay upon the fubjeét of my
diet, wherewith other travellers fill their books, as
if the readers were perfonally concerned, whether
we fare well or ill. However it was neceflary to
mention this matter, left the world fhould think it
impoffible, that I could find fuftenance for three
years in fuch a country and among fuch inhabitants,

When it grew towards evening, the mafter horfe
ordered a place for me to lodge in; it was buc fix
yards from the houfe, and fep.rated from the frable
of the yahaos. Here I got fome firaw, and covering
myfelf with my own cloaths, flept very found. But
I was in a fhort time better accommodated, as the
reader fhall know hereafier, when I come to treat
more particularly about my way of living.
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The author fludious to learn the language : the Houyh-
nhom, his mafler, affifts in teaching him. The
language defecribed. Several Houyhnhnms of qua-
lity came out of curigfity to fee the author. He gives
bis mafter a fhort account of his voyage.

MY principal endeavour was to learn the lan-
it guage, which my mafter {for {o I (hall hence-
forth call him) and his children, and every fervant
of his houfe were defirous to teach me. For they
Jooked upon itas a prodigy, that a brute animal
hould difcover fuch marks of a rational creature.
I pointed to cvery thing, and enquired the name
of it, which I wrote down in my journal book when
I was alone, and correéted my bad accent by de-
firing thofe of the family to pronounce it often.
In this employment a forrel nag, one of the under-
fervants, was very ready to affift me.

In fpeaking they pronounce through the nofe
and throat, and their language approaches neareft
to the High Dutch or German, of any I know in
Europe; but is much more graceful and fignificant.
The emperor Charles V made almoft the fam¢ ob-
{ervation, when he faid, that if he were to {peak
to his horfe, it thould be in High-Durch.

The curiofity and impatience of my mafter were
fo great, that he fpent many hours of his leifure to
inftruét me. He was convinced (as he afterwards
told me) that I muit be a yahoo, but my teachable-
nefs, civility, and cleanlinels, aftonifhed him ; which
were qualities altogether oppofite to thofe animals.
He was moft perplexed about my cloaths, reafon-
ing fometimes with himfelf, whether they were a

Vor. V. A a part
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part of my body: for I never pulled them off till
the family were afleep, and got them on before
they waked in the morning. My mafter was eager
to learn from whence I came; how I acquired
thofe appearances of reafon, which I difcovercd in
all my actions; and to know my ftory from my
own mouth, which he hoped he fhould foon do by
the great proficiency I made in learning and pro-
nouncing their words and fentences, To help my
memory, I formed all I learned into the Englifh
alphabet, and writ the words down with the tranf-
lations. This laft after fome time I ventured to do
in my mafter’s prefence. It coft me much trouble
to explain to him what I was doing: for the inha-
bitants have not the leaft idea of books or literature,
In about ten weeks time I was able to underftand
moft of his queftions ; and in three months could
give him fome tolerable anfwers. Hs was extreme-
ly curious to know from what part of the country
1 came, and how I was taught to imitate a rational
creature ; becaufe the yahws (whom he faw I ex-
adtly refembled in my head, hands and face, that
were only vifible) with fome appearance of cunning,
and the ftrongeft difpofition to mifchief, were ob-
ferved to be the moft unteachable of all brutes.
I anfwered that I came over the fea from a far
place, with many others of my own kind, ina
great hollow veflel made of the bedies of trees ;
that my companions forced me to land on this
coaft, and then lcft me o thift for myfelf. It was
with fome difficulty, and by the help of many figns,
that I brought him to underftand me. He replied,
that I muft neceds be miftaken, or that I faid the
thing which was not (for they have no word in
their language to exprefs lying or falthood. He
knew it was impoflible, that there could be a coun-
try beyond the fea, or that a parcel of brutes could
move a wooden veffel whither they pleafed upon
water. He was fure no Houyhnhnm alive could
make
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make fuch a veflel, nor would truft yabses to mas
nage it,

The word Houyhnhnm in their tongue fignifies
a horfe, and inits etymology, #he perfection of na-
ture. 1 told my mafter that T was ata lofs for ex-
prefiion, but would improve as faft as 1 could;
and hoped in a fhort time I {hould be able to tell
him wonders : he was pleafed to diret his own
mare, his colt and fole, and the fervants of the fa-
mily, to take all opportunitics of inftrudting me 3
and every day for two or three hours he was at the
fame pains himfelf: feveral horfes and mares of
quality in the neighbourhood came often to our
houfe, upon the report {pread of a wonderful
yargs that could fpeak like a Houyhnhnm, and
{cemed in his words and altions to difcover fome
glimmerings of reafon. 'Thefe delighted to con-
verfe with me; they put many queftions, and re-
ceived fuch anfwers as I was able to return. By all
thefe advantages I made fo greata progrefs, that
in five months from my arrival I underftood what-
ever was {poken, and could exprefs myfelf tolera-
bly well.

The Houyhnhnms who came to vifit my matfter,
out of a defign of feeing and talking with me,
could hardly believe me to be a right yahoo, becaufe
my body had a different covering from others of
my kind. They were aftonifhed to obferve me
without the ufual hair or fkin, except on my head,
face, and hands; butl difcovered that fecret to
my mafter upon an accident, which happened a-
bout a furtnighe before.

I have already told the reader, that every night,
when the family were gone to bed, it was my cu=
ftom to ftrip, and cover myfelf with my cloaths:
it happened one morning carly, that my mafter
fent for me by the forrel nag, who was his valet;
when he came, I was faft afleep, my cloaths had
fallen off on one fide, and my fhirt above my waift.

Aaz2 I awaked
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I awaked at the noile he made, and obferved him
to deliver his meflage in fome diforder; after which
he went to my mafter, and in a great fright gave
him a very confufed account of what he had feen :
this I prefently difcovered ; for going as foon as I
was drefled to pay my attendance upon his honour,
he afked me the meaning of what his fervant had
reported ; that I was not the fame thing when I
flept, as I appeared to be at other times; that his
valet aflured him, fome part of me was white, fome
yellow, at leaft not fo white, and fome brown.

I had hitherto concealed the fecrer of my drefs
i order to diftinguith myfelf, as much as poffible,
from that curfed race of yahoss; but now I found
itin vain to do fo any longer. Befides I confidered,
thar my cloaths and fhoes would foon wear our,
which already were in a declining condition, and
muft be fupplied by fome contrivance from the hides
of yahoss, or other brutes; whereby the whole fe-
cret would be known : 1 therefore told my mafter,
that in the country from whence I came, thofe of
my kind always covered their bodies with the hairs
of certain animals prepared by art, as well for de-
cency, asto avoid the inclemencies of air both hot
and cold ; of which, as to my own perfon, I would
give him immediate conviétion, if he pleafed to
command me; only defiring his excufe, if I did
not expofe thofe parts that nature taught us to con-
ceal. He faid my difcourfe was all very firange,
but efpecially the laft part; for he could not un-
derftand, why nature fhould teach us to conceal
what nature had given : that neither himf{elf nor
tamily were athamed of any parts of their bodies ;
bur however I might do as I pleafed. Whereupon
I firflt unbuttoned my coat, and pulled it off, I
did the fume with my waiftcoar; I drew off my
thoes, ftockings, and breeches, I let my fhirt
down to my waift, and drew up the bottom, faften-
ing
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ing it like a girdle about my middle to hide my
nakednefs.

My mafter obferved the whole performance with
great figns of curinfity and admiration. He took
up all my cloaths in his paftern, one piece after a-
nother, and examined them diligently ; he then
ftroaked my body very gently, and looked round
me feveral times, after which he {aid, it was plain [
muft be a pcrfcét yaksso ; but that I differed very
much from the reit of my {pecies in the {oftnefs,
whitenefs, and fmoothnefs of my {kin, my want of
hair in f{everal parts of my body, the {hape and
{hortnefs of my claws behind and before, and my
affetation of walking continually on my two hind-
er feet. He defired to {te no more ; and gave meg
Jeave to put on my cloaths again, for 1 was {hud-
dering with cold.

I exprefled my uneafinefs at his giving me fo of-
ten the appellation of yakss, an odious animal, for
which I had fo utter an hatred and confempt : I
begged he would forbear applying that word to me,
and take the {ame order in his family, and among
his friends, whom he fuffered to fee me. I requeft-
ed likewife, that the fecret of my havinga falfe co-
vering to my body might be known to none but
himfelf, at leaft as long as my prefent cloathing
fhould laft ; for asto what the forrel nag his valet
had obferved, his honour might command him to
conceal it.

Al this my mafter very gracioufly confented to,
and thus the fecrer was kept till my cloaths began
to wear out, whichI was forced to fupply by feve-
ral contrivances, that fhall hereafter be mentioned.
In the mean time he defired 1 would go on with my
utmoft diligence to learn their language, becauie
he was more aftonifhed at my capacity ftor fpeech
and reafon, than at the figure of my body, whe-
ther it were covered or no ; adding, that he waited

with
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with fome impatiesce to hear, the wonders, which
I promifed to tell him,

From thence forward he dounbled the pains he
had been at <o inftruct me ; he brought me into all
compuny, and made them treat me with civility,
becaufe, as he told them privately, this would put
me into a good humour, and make me more divert-
ing,

Every day, when I waited on him, befide the
trouble he was at in teaching, he would afk me fe-
veral queftions concerning myfelf, which I anfwer-
ed as well as I could ; and by thefe mieans he had
already received fome general ideas, though very
imperte. It would be tedious to relate the feve-
ral fteps, by which I advanced to a more regular
converfation : but the fict account I gave of my-
{cIf in any order and length was to this purpole:

That I came from a very far country, as I alrea-
dy had attempted to tell him, with about fifty more
of my own fpecies; that we travelled upon the {eas
in a great hollow veffel made of wood, and larger
than his honour’s houfe. I defcribed the fhip to
him in the beft terms I could, and explained by the
help of my handkerchief difplayed, how it was dri=
ven by the wind. ‘I hat upon a quarrel among us I
was fet on fhore on this coaft, where I walked for-
ward, without knowing whither, till he delivered
me from the periecution of thofe execrable yahoss.

He atked me, who made the thip, and how it
was pofiible that the Houyhnhnms of my country
would leave it to the management of brutes? My
anfwer was, thatI durlt proceed no farther in my
relation, uolefs he would give me his woird and ho-
rour that he would not be offended, and then I
would tell him the wonders I had fo often promi-
fed. Heagreed ; and [ went on by affuring him
that the fhip was built by creatures like myfelf, who
in all the countries I had traveiled, as well as in my
own, were the only governing, rational animals ?

and
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and that upen my arrival hither I was as much a-
ftonithed to fee the Houyhnhnms aét like rational
beings, as he or his friends conld be in finding fome
marks of reafon in a creature he was pleafed to call
a yahos ; to which I owned my refemblance in every
part, but could not account for their degenerate
and brutal nature. I faid farther, that if good
fortune ever reftored me to my native country to re-
my rravels hither, as Irefolved to do, every body
would believe, that I faid the thing which was not ;
that I invented the ftory outof my own head ; and
(with all poflible refpect to himf{eif, his family, and
friends, and under his promife of not being offend-
ed) our countreymen would hardly think it proba-
ble, that a Houyhnhnm fhould be the precfiding
creature of a nation, and a yahoo the brute.

WEBERAGDERA R SO L NG FEA5D8EA
£ HA R .

The Houyhnhoms’ notion af truth and felfebeod.
The author’s difcourfe difapproved by his mafier.
The auther gives a more particular account of
bimelf, and the accidents of bis voyage.

J\ Y mafter heard me with great appearances of
uneafinefs in his countenance ; becaufe doubt-
ing or not believing, are {o liztle known in this coun-
try, that the inhabitants cannot tell how to behave
themfelves under fuch circumitances. And I re-
member, in frequent difcourfes with my mafter con-
cerning the nature of manhood in other parts of
the woild, having occafion to talk of ling and falfz
reprefentation, it was with much difficulry that he
com prehendcd what I meant ; altho’ hehad otherwife
a moft acuie judgement, For he argued thus ; that
the ufc of fpeech was to make us underftand one a-
nother
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nother, and to receive information of falts ; now,
if one faid the thing whick was not, thefe ends were
defeated; becaule I cannot properly be faid to an-
derftand him ; and I am fo far from receiving in-
formation, that he leaves me worfe than in igno-
rance ; for I am led to believe a thing black when
it is white, and/bort when it is long. And thefe were
all the notions he had concerning that faculty of /y-
ing, fo perfeétly well underftood, and {o univerfal-
ly pradtifed, among human creatures.

To return from this digreflion; when I aflerted
that the yahoos were the only governing animals in
my country, which my mafter faid, was altogether
paft his conception, he defired to know, whether
we had Houyhnhnms among us, and what was
their employment : I told him, we had great num-
bers ; that in fummer they grazed in the fields, and
in winter were kept in houles with hay and oats,
where yahoo-fervants were employed to rub their
kins fmooth, comb their manes, pick their feet,
{erve them with food, and make their beds. I u--
derftand you well, faid my mafter ; it is now very
plain from all you have fpoken, that whatever fhare
of reafon the yahoss pretend to, the Houyhnhnms
are your mafters ; I heartily with our yahoos would
be {o traétable. 1 begged his honour would pleafe to
excufe me from proceeding any farther, becaufe
I was very certain thar the account he expedted
from me would be highly difpleafing. But he in-
fifted in commanding me to let him know the beft
and the worit: Itold him he fhould be obeyed.
I owned, that the Houyhnhnms among us, whom
we called Aorfes, were the moft generous and come-
ly animal we had ; that they excelled in firength
and {wiftnefs ; and when they belonged to perfons
of quality, were employed in travelling, racing, or
drawing of chariots, they were treated with much
kindnefs and care, till they fell into difeafes or be-
tame foundered in their feer ; but then they were

2 {fold
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fold, and ufed to all kind of drudgery, till they
died ; after which their {kins were ftripped, and
fold for what they were worth, and their bodies
left to be devoured by dogs and birds of prey. But
the common race of horfes had not fo good fortune
being kept by farmers and carriers and other mean
people who put them to great labour, and fed them
worle. I defcribed, as well as I could, our way of
riding; the fhape and ufe of abridle, a faddle, a
{pur, and a whip; of harpefs and wheels. Iad-
ded, that we faftened plates of a certain hard fub-
ftance, called iron, at the bottom of their feet, to
preferve their hoofs from being broken by the fto-
ny ways, on which we often travelled.

My mafter, after fome expreflions of great in-
dignation, wondered how we dared to venture upon
a Houyhnhnm’s back; for he was fure that the
weakelt fervant in his houfe would be able to fhake
off the firongeft yahio; or by lying down, and
rolling on his back, fquecze the brute to death.
I anfwered, that our horfes were trained up from
three or four years old to the feveral ufes we ine
tended them for; that, if any of them proved in-
tolerably vicious, they were employed for carria-
ges; that they were feverely beaten, while they
were young, for any mifchievous ‘tricks ; that the
males defigned for the common ufe of riding or
draught, were generally caftrated about two years
after their birth, to take down their {pirits and
make them more tame and gem!e; that they were
indeed fenfible of rewards and punifhments ; but
his honour would pleale to conlider, that they had
pot the leaft tinéture of reafon, any more than the
yahoss in this country.

It put me to the pains of many circumlocutions
o give my malter a right idea of what I fpoke ;
for their language doth not abound in variety of
words, becaufe their wants and p:ffions are fewer
than among us. Butitis impoffible to exprefs his

VoL. V. Bb noble
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noble refentment at our favage treatment of the
Houyhohnm race ; pamculnlv afier I had explain-
ed the manner and ufe of caftrating horfes among
us to hinder them from propogating their kind,

and to render them more fervile. He faid, it it
were poflible there could be any country, where ya-
hoos alone were endued with reafon, they certainly
muit be the governing animal, becaufe reafon will
in time always prevail again{t brutal ftrength. But
confidering the frame of our bodies, and efpecially
of mine, he thought no creature of equal bulk was
fo ill contrived for employing that reafon in the
common offices of life ; whereupon, he defired to
know, whether thofe, among whom I lived, re-
fembled me or the yahoos of his country. I affur-
ed him, that I was as well thaped as moft of my
age : but the younger and the females were much
more foft and tender, and the fkins of the latter
generally as white as milk. He faid, I differed in-
deed from other yahoos, being much more clean-
ly, and not dl[()"‘c[htl‘ fo dctm med ; bur in point
of real Jd\’dll[dbt, he thought I differed for the
worfe. ‘That my nails were ¢ of no ufe either to my
fore ar hinder-feet : asto my fore-feet he could not
properly call them by that name, for he never ob-
ferved me to walk upon them ; that they were too
{oft to bear the ground; that I generally went with
them uncovered, neither was the covering I fome-
times wore on them, of the fame fhape, orfo
ftrong as that on my feet behind: That I could
not walk with any fecurity ; for if either of my hig-
der feet flipped, 1 muft inevitably fall. He then be-
gan to find faule with other parts of my bqdy ; the
tlatnefs of my face, the prominence of my nofe,
mine eyes placed directly in front, fo that I could not
lock on either fide without turning my head ; that
I was not able to feed myfelf without lifti ing one of
my fore-feet to my mouth ; and therefore nature
had placed thofe joints to anfwer that neceflity
He



Chap. V. A VoYaGE f0 the HOUYHNHNMS. 19§

He knew not what could be the ufe of thofe feve
ral clefts and divifions in my feet behind ; that
thefe were too foft to bear the hardnefs and fharp-
nefs of {tones, without a covering made from the
{kin of fome other brute; that my whole body
wanted a fence againft heat and cold, which I was
forced to put on and off every day with tedioufnefs
and trouble. And laftly, that he obferved every
animal in this counuy naturally to abhor the ya-
Joos, whom the weaker avoided, and the fironger
drove from them. SO that, fuppofing us fo have
the gift of reafon, he could not fee how it were
poflible to cure that natural antipathy, which eve-
Ty creature difcovered againft us; nor confequent-
ly how we could tame and render them {erviceable.
However, he would, as he faid, debate the matter
no farther, becaufe he was more defirous to know
my own ftory, the country where I was born, and
the feveral actions and events of my life before I
came hither,

I aflured him, how extremely defirous I was,
that he fhould be fatisfied in every point; but I
doubted much, whether it would be pofiible for
me to explain myfelf on feveral fubjects, whereof
his honour could have no conception 3 becaufe I
faw nothing in his country, t0 which T could re-
femble them. That however I would do my beft,
and ftrive to exprefs myfelf by fimilitudes, humbly
defiving his affiftance, when I wanted proper
words ; which he was pleafed to promife me.

 faid, my birth was of honeit parents, in an
ifland called England, which was remote from his
country as many days journey, as the ftrongeft of
his honour’s fervants could travel in the annual
courfe of the fun: That I was bred a furgeon,
whofe trade it is to cure wounds and hurts in the
body gotten by accident or violence : That my
country was governed by a ferale man, whom we
called Queen : That I left it to get riches, where-

Bb 2 by
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Ly I might maintain myfelf and family when I
fhould return: i hat in my lait voyage I was com-
mander of the fhip, and had about fifty yakess un-
der me, many of which died at fea, and T was for=
ced to fupply them by orhers picked out from feve-
ral nations : That our thip was twice in danger of
being funk; the firit time by a great ftorm, and
the fecond by firiking againft a rock. Here my
mafler interpofed, by atking me, how I could per-
fuade ftrangers out of different countrics to ven-
ture with me, after the loflis I had fuftained, and
the hazards I had run. I faid, they were fellows
of defperate fortunes, forced to fly from the places
of their birth on account of their poverty or
their crimes,  Some were undone by law-luits ; o-
thers fpent all they had in drinking, whoring, and
gaming ; others fled for trealon ; many for mur-
der, theft, poifoning, robbery, perjury, forgery,
coining falfe-money, for committing rapes or fodo-
my ; for flying from their colours, or deferting to
the enemy ; and moft of them had broken prifon ;
none of thefe durft rerurn to their native countries
for fear of being hanged, or of ftarving in a jail ;
and therefore they were under a neceffity of feck-
ing a livelihood in other places.

During this difcourfe, my mafter was pleafed to
interrupt me feveral times ; I had made ufe of ma-
ny circumlocutions in defcribing to him the nature
of the feveral crimes, for which moft of our crew
had been forced to fly their country. ‘This labour
took up feveral days converfation before he was a-
ble to comprehend me. He was wholly at a lofs
to know, what could be the ufe or neceffity of
practifing thofe vices. To clear up which, 1 en-
deavoured to give himi fome ideas of the defire of
power and riches; of the terrible efeéts of luft,
ntemperance, malice, and envy, All this | was
forced to define and deferibe by putting cafes and
making fuppofitions, After which, like one whofe
imagination
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jmagination was ftruck with fomething never {een
or heard of-before, he would lift up his eyes with
amazement and indignation. Power, government,
war, law, punifhment, and a thoufand other things
had no terms, wherein that language could exprels
them ; which made the difficulty almoft infuper-
able to give my mafter any conception of what I
meant. But being of an excellent underftanding,
much improved by contemplation and converfe, he
at laft arrivied at a competent knowledge of what
human nature in our parts of the world is capable
to perform, and defired I would give him fome
particular account of that land, which we call Eu-
rope, but efpecially of my own country

R SR RACT IR S SRS E LTS
CHAPR W

The author, at his mafter’s commands, informs bint of
the flate of E ngland. "Tbe caufes of war amang the
princes of Europe. The author begins to explain the
Englifb conflitution,

THE reader may pleafe to obferve, that the fol-
lowing extra of my converfations I had
with my mafter, contains a fummary of the moft
material points, which were difcourfed on at feve-
ral times for above two years; his honour often
defiring fuller fatisfation, as I farther improved
in the Houyhnhnm tongue. I laid befere him, as
well as I could, the whole ftate of Europe. I dif-
courfed of trade and manufatures, of arts and {ci-
ences: and the anfwers I gave to all the queftions
he made, as they arofe upon feveral fubjeéts, were
a fund of converfation not to be exhaufted. Butl
{ha!ll here only fet down the fubftance of what
pafled between us concerning my own ceuntry, re-
i ducing
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ducing it into order as well as I can, without any
regard to time or other circumftances, while I
ftriltly adhere to truth. My only concern is, that
I fhall hardly be able to do juftice to my mafter’s
arguments and expreflions, which muft needs fuffer
by my want of capacity, as well as by a tranflation
into our barbarous Englifh,

In obedience therefore to his honour’s com-
mands, I related to him the rewslution under the
Prince of Orange ; the long war with France en-
tered into by the faid Prince, and renewed by his
fucceflor the prefent Queen, wherein the greateft
powers of Chriftendom were engaged, and which
ftill continued: [ computed, at his requeft, that
about a million of yzhoss might have been killed in
the whole progrefs of it; and perhaps a hundred
or more cities taken, and five times as many fhips
burnt or funk.

He afked me, what were the ufual caufes or mo-
tives that made one country go to war with ano-
ther I anfiered they were innumerable; but I
fhould only mention a few of the chief. Some-
times the ambition of princes, who never think
they have land or people enough to govern. Some-
times the corruption of minifters, who engage their
mafter in a war, in order to'ftifle or divert the cla-
mour of the fubjeéts againft sheir evil adminiftra-
tion. Difference in opinions hath coft many mil-
lions of lives : for inftance, whether Jiefh be bread,
or bread be flefb ; whether the juice of a cértain
berry be blood or wine * ; wheiher whiflling be a
vice or a virtue + ; whether it be better to ks a
292, or throw it into the fire 1; what is the beft
colour for a csaz, whether black, white, red, or
grey; and whether it fhould be long or fbort, nar-
row or wide, dirty or clean, with many more ¥¥,

* Tranfubftantistion. + Church-mufic, 1 Kifing a crofs.

b '_I'he colour and make of facred vefiments, and different or-
ders of Popith ecclefiaftics,
Neither
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Neither are any wars fo furious and bloody, or of
fo long continuance, as thole occafioned by diffe-
rence in opinion, efpecially if it be in things indif-
ferent.

Sometimes the quarrel between two princes is to
decide, which of them {hall difpoflcfs a third of
his dominions, where neither of them pretend to
any right. Someumes one prince quarrelleth with
another, for fear the other thould quarrel with
bim. Sometimes a war is entered upon becaufe
the enemy is too /irong ; and fometimes becaufe he
is 100 weak. Sometimes our neighbours want the
things which we have, or have the things which
we want; and we both fight, till they take ours,
or give us theirs. It is a very juftifiable caufe of a
war, to invade a country afier the people have
been wafted by famine, deftroyed by peftilence, or
embroiled by faltions among themfelves. It is
juftifiable to enter into a war againft our neareft
ally, when one of his towns lies convenient for us,
or a territory of land, that would render our do-
minions round and compact. If a prince fends
forces into a nation, where the people are boor
and ignorant, he may lawfully put the half of them
to death, and make flaves of the reft, in order to
civilize and reduce them from their barbarous way
of living. It is a very kingly, honourable, and
frequent practice, when one prince defires the af-
fiftance of another to fecure him againit an inva-
Gon, that the affitant, when he hath driven out
the invader, fhould (eize on the dominions himfelf,
and kill, impriibn, or banifh the prince he came
to relieve. Alliance by blood, or marriage, is a
frequent caufe of war between princes; and the
neater the kindred is, the greater is their difpofiri-
on to quarrel: poor pations are hungry, and rich
nations are proud : and pride and huoger will ever
be at variance. For thefe reafoms the trade of a
Joldier is held the moft honourable of all others;

becaule
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becaufe a foldier is a yahoo hired to kill in cold
blood as many of his own fpecies, who have never
offended him, as poflibly he can.

There is likewife a kind of beggarly princes in
Europe, not able to make war by themfelves, who
hire out their troops to richer nations, for fo much
a day to each man; of which they keep three-
fourths to themfelves, and it is the beft part of
their maintenance ; fuch are thofe in many northern
parts of Europe.

What you have told me (faid my mafter) upon
the fubject of war, does indeed difcover moft ad-
mirably the effeéts of that reafon you pretend to :
however it is happy that the fbame is greater than
the danger ; and that nature hath left you urterly
incapable of doing much mifchief. For, your
mouths lying flat with your faces, you can hardly
bite each other to any purpofe, unlefs'by confent.
Then as to the claws upon your feer before and be-
hind, they are fo fhort and tender, that one of
our yahooss would drive a dozen of yours before
him. And therefore in recounting the numbers
of thofe who have been killed in battle, I cannot
but think you have faid the thing which is net.

I could not forbear fhaking my head, and {miling
alitle-at hisiignorance. And being no firanger
to the art of war, I gave him a defeription of can-
nons, ‘culverins, muiquets, carabines, piftols, bul-
lets, powder, fwords, bayonets, barttles, fieges,
retreats, attacks, undermines, countermines, bom-
bardments, fea-fights, fhips funk with a thoufand
men, twenty thoufand killed on each fide, dying
groans, limbs flying in the air, fmoke, noife, con-
fufion, trampling to death under horfes feet ;
flight, purfuit, vitory ; fields firewed with carca-
ies, left for food to dogs and wolves, and birds of
prey; plundering, f{tripping, ravifhing, burning
and deftroying. And to fet forth the valour of
my own dear ccuntrymen, I aflured him, that I

i had
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had feen them blow up a hundred enemies at once
in a fiege, and as many in a thip ; and beheld the
dead bodies drop down in pieces from the clouds,
to the great diverfion of the {pectators *.

I was going on to more particulars, when my
mafter commanded me filence. He {aid, whoever
underftood the nature of yakuss, might eafily be-
lieve it poflible for fo vile an animal to be capable
of every action I had named, if their ftrength and
cunning equalled their malice. But as my difcourle
had increaied his abhorrence of the whole fpecies,
fo he found it gave him a difturbance in his mind,
to which he was wholly a itranger before. He
thought his ears, being ufed to fuch abominable
words, might by degrees admit them with lefs de-
teftation. That although he hated the yahass of
this country, yet he no more blamed them for
their odious qualities, than he did a gnnayh (a bird
of prey) for its cruelty, or a harp ftone for cut-
ting his hoof. But when a creature, pretending
to reafon, could be capable of fuch enormities, he
dreaded, left the corruption of that faculty might
be worfe than brutality utfelf. He {eemed therefore
confident, that, infead of reafon, we were anly

* Tt wonld perhaps be impoffible, by the moft laboured argument
or forcible eloquence, to fhew the abfurd injuftice and horrid cruelty

5 o e ;

of war fo effetually, as by this fimple exhibition of them in a new
light. With war, including every fpecies of iniquity and every art
of deftruétion, we become familiar by degrees, under fpecious terms,
which are feldom examined, becaufe they are learned at an age, in
which the mind implicitly receives and retains whatever 15 impreft.
Thus it happens, that when one man murders another to gratify bis
luft, we fhudder ; but when one man murders a miilion to gratify
his vanity, we approve and we admire, we envy and we applaud.
If, when this and the preceding pages are 1ead, we difcover with
aftonifhment, that, when the {ame events have occurred 1n hiftory,
we felt no emotion, and acquiefced in wars which we could not but
know to have been commenced for fach caufes, and canded on by
fuch means; let not him be cenfured for two much debafing his
fpecies, who has contributed to their felicity and prefervation, by
firipping off the veil of cutom and prejudice, and holding up, in their
native deformity, the vices by which they become wretched, and the
arts by which they are deftroyed,

Vou: V. Cze poficflcd
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poflefled of fome quality fitted to increafe our na-
tural vices; as the refle€tion from a troubled {tream
returns the image of an ill-fhapen body, not only
larger but move diftorted.

He added, that he had heard too much upon the
{ubject of war, both in this, and fome former dif-
courfes. There was another point, which a liule
perplexed him at prefent, I had informed him, that
fome of our crew left their country on account of
being ruined by law ; that I had already explained
the meaning of the word ; bur he was ar a lofs how
it fhould come to pafs, that the law, which was in-
tended for every man’s prefervation, fhould beany
man’s ruin. Therefore be defired to be farther fatis-
fied what I meant by law, and the difpenfers there-
of, according to the prefent practice in my own
country : becaufe he thought nature and reafen
were fuflicient guides for a reafonable animal, as
we pretend to be, in thewing us what we ought to
do, and what to avoid.

I aflured his honour, that law was a {cience, in
which I had not much converfed, further than by
employing advocates in vain upon fome injuftices
that had been done me ; however I would give him
all the fatisfation I was able.

I faid, there was a fociety of men among us bred
up from theiryouth in the art of proving, by words
multiplied for the purpofe, that white is bluck, and
black is white, according as they are paid *. To
this fociety all the reft of the people are flaves, For
example, if my neighbour hath a mind to my cow,
he hires a lawyer to prove that he ought to have my
cow from me. I muit then hire another to defend
my right ; it being againft all rules of law, thar any
man fhould be allowed to {peak for himfelf. Now
in this cafe I, who am the right owner, lie under
two great difadvantages; firft, my lawyer, being

* Asin every canfe council are feed on both fides, it cannot be pre-
tended, that this account is much exaggerated.
practifed
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pra&ifed almoft from his cradle in defending falle-
hood, is quite out of his element, when he would be
an advocate for juftice, which is an uonatural of-
fice, he always attempts with great aukwardnefs, if
not with ill-will, The fecond difadvantage is, that
my lawyer muft prucccd with great caution, or elle
he will be reprimanded by the judges, and abhorred
by: his brethren, as one that would leflen the prac-
tice of the law. And therefore I have but two
methods to preferve my cOw. The firft is, to gain
over my adverfary’s lawyer with a double fee ; who
will_then betray his client, by infinuating that he
hath jultice on his fide. The fecond way is, for my
lawyer to make my caufc appear as unjuft as he
can, by allowing the cow to belong to my adverfa=
ry; and this, if it be fkilfully done, will certainly
befpeak the favour of the bench., Now your ho-
nour is to know, that thefe judges are perfons ap-
pointed to decide all controverfies of property, as
well as for the trial of criminals, and picked out
from the moft dexterous lawyers who are grown
old or lazy ; and having been byafled all their lives
againit wuth and equity, lie under fuch a fatal ne-
ceffity of favouring fraud, perjury, and oppreflion,
that I have known fome of them refufe a large
bribe from the fide where juftice lay, rather than
injure the faculty, by doing any thing unbecoming
their nature or their office.

It is a maxim among thefe lawyers, that whatever
Thath been done before, may legally be done again :
and therefore they take {pecial care to record all
the decifions formerly made againft common jaftice,
and the general reafon of mankind. Theic, under
the name of precedents, they produce as authorities
to juftify the moft iniquitous opinions, and the
judges never fail of direéting accordingly.

In pleading, they ftudioufly avoid entering into
the merits of the caufe; but are loud, violent, and
tedious, in dwelling upon all circumftances which

e A are
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dre not to the purpofe. Tor inftance, in the cafe
already mentioned : they never defire to know what
claim or title my adverfary hath to my cow; but
whether the cow were red or black ; her horns long
or fhort ; whether the field I graze her in be round
or fquare ; whether {he was milked at home or a-
broad; what difeafes the is fubjeét to, and the
like ; after which they confult precedents, adjourn
the caufe from time to time, and in ten, twenty, or
thirty years come to an iffue.

It is likewife to be obferved, that this fociety hath
a peculiar cant and jargon of their own, that no
other mortal can underftand, and wherein all their
laws are written, which they take fpecial care to
multiply ; whereby they have wholly confounded
the very eflence of truth and falfhood, of right and
wrong; fo that it will take thirty years to decide,
whether the ficld left me by my anceftors for fix
generations, belong to me or to a ftranger three
hundred miles off.

In the trial of perfons accufed for crimes againft
the ftare, the method is much more fhort and com-
mendable : the judge firft fends to found the difpo-
fition of thofe in power, after which he can eafily
hang or fave a criminal, firictly preferving all the
due forms of law,

Here my mafter interpofing, faid it was a pity,
that creatures endued with fuch prodigious abilities
of mind, as thefe lawyers, by the defeription | gave
of them, muft certainly be, were not rather encou-
raged to be inftruéters of others in wifdlom and
Enowledge. In anfwer to which I affured his ho-
nour, that, in all points out of their own trade,
they were ufually the moft ignorant and ftupid ge-
neration among us, the moft defpicable in common
converfation, avowed enemies to all koowledge and
learning, and equally difpofed to pervert the gene-
ral reafon of mankind in every other fubjet of
difcourfe as in that of their own profeflion,
CHAPR
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A continuation of the flate of England under Queer
Anne.  The charadier of a firft minifter of flate i

European courts.

Y mafter was yet wholly at a lofs te under-
ftand, what motives could incite this race of
lawyers to perplex, difquiet, and weary themfelves,
and engage in a confederacy of injuftice, merely for
the fake of injuring their fellow-animals ; meither
could he comprehend what I meant in faying, they
did it for hire. Whereupon I was at much pains
to defcribe to him the ufe of money, the materials
it was made of, and the value of the metals; that
when ayahoo had got a great ftore of this precious
fubftence, he was able to purchafe whatever he had
a mind te, the fineft clothing, the nobleft koufes,
great tracks of land, the moft coftly meats and
drinks ; and have his choice of the moft beautiful
females. Therefore, fince money alone was able
to perform all thefe feats, our yahoos though they
could never have enough of it to fpend, or to fave,
as they found themielves inclined from their natu-
cal bent either to profufion or avarice. That the
rich man enjoyed the fruit of the poor man’s la-
bour, and the latter were a thoufand to one in pro-
portion to the former. That the bulk of our peo-
ple were forced tolive miferably, by labouring every
day for {mall wages, to make a few live plenti-
fully. I enlarged myfclf much on thefe and many
other particulars to the fame purpofe : but his ko-
nour was ftill to feek ; for he went upon 2 {uppo-
fition, that all animals had a title to their fhare in
the production of the carth, and efpecially thofe
whe
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who prefided over the reft. Therefore he defired
I would let him know, what thefe coftly meats
were, and how any of us happened to want them.
W hereupon I enumerated as many forts as came
into my head, with the various methods of drefling
them, which could not be done withour fending
veflels by fea to every part of the world, as well for
liquors to drink, as for fauces, and innumerable
other conveniences I aflured him that this whole
globe of earth muft be at leaft three times gone
round, before one of our better female yahoos
could get her breakfaft, or a cup to putitin. He
faid that muft needs be a miferable country, which
cannot furnith food for its own inhabitants,  But
what he chiefly wondered at was, how fuch vait
radts of ground, as I defcribed, fhould be wholly
without frefh water, and the people put to the ne-
ceflity of {ending over the fea tor drink. I replied,
that England (the dear place of my nativity,) was
computed to produce three times the quantity of
food, more than its inhabitants are able to confume,
as well as liquors extraéted from grain, or prefled
out of the fruit of certain trees, which made excel-
lent drink ; and the fame proportion in every other
convenience of life. But in order to feed the lux-
ury and intemperance of the males, and the vanity
of the females, we fent away the greateft part of
our neceffary things to other countries, from
whence we in return brought the materials of dil-
cafes, folly, and vice, to fpend among ourfelves,
Hence it follows of neceflity, that vaft numbers of
our people are compelled to feck theirlivelihood by
begging, robbing, ftealing, cheating, pimping, flat-
tering, fuborning, forfwearing, forging, gaming,
lying, fawning, heétoring, voting, fcribling, ftar-
guazing, poifoning, whoring, canting, libelling,
free-thinking, and the like occupations: every one
of which terms I was at much pains to make him
underftand.
That




Chap. VI. AVoYAGE!0 the HOUYHNHNMs. 207

That wine was not imported among us from fo-
reign countries 1o fupply the want of water, or
other drinks, but becaufe it was a fort of liquid
which made us merry, by putting us out of our
fonfes, diverted all melancholy thoughts, begat wild
extravagant imaginations in the brain, raifed’our
hopes, and banithed our fears; fufpended ecvery
office of reafon for a time, and deprived us of the
ufe of our limbs, till we fell into a profound fleep :
although it mulft be confefled, that we always awa-
ked fick and difpirited ; and that the ufe of this
liquor filled us with difeafes, which made our lives
uncomfortable and thort *.

But befides all this, the bulk of our people fup-
poried themfelves by furnithing the neceflities or
conveniencies of life to the rich, and to each other.
Tor inftance, when I am at home, and drefled as [
ought to be, I carry on my body the workmanfhip of
an hundred tradelmen ; the building and furniture
of my houfe employ as many moxc, and five times
the number to adorn my wife.

I was going on to tell him of another fort of peo-
ple, who get their livelihood by attending the fick,
having upon fome occafions informed his honour,
that many of my crew had died of dileafes. DBut
here it was with the utmoft difficulty, that I brought
him to apprehend what I meant. He could eafily
conceive, that a Houyhnhnm grew weak and heavy
a few days before his death, or by fome accident
might hurt a limb: but that Nature, who works
all things to perfetion, {hould fuffer any pains to
breed in our bodies, he thought impoffible, and
defired to kanow the reafon of {o unaccountable an
evil. I told him, we fed on a thoufand things,
which operated contrary to cach other ; that we eat
when we were not hungry, and drank without the

* This account excites ideas of drunkennefs, very different from
thofe which are conceived under the tesms by which it 1s generally
exprelled.

provocation.
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provocation of thirft; that we fat whole pights
drinking ftrong liquors without eating a bit, which
difpofed us to floth, inflamed our bodies, and pre-
cipitated or prevented digeftion. Thar proftitute
female yahoos acquired a certain malady, which
bred rottennels in the bones of thofe who fell into
their embraces; that this and many other difeafes
were propagated from father to fon; fo that great
numbers come into the world with complicated ma-
ladies upon them : that it would be endlefs to give
him a catalogue of all difeafes incident to human
bodics ; for they could not be fewer than five or fix
hundred {pead over every limb and joint; in fhort,
every part, external and inteftine, haviag difeafes
appropriated to itfelf. To remedy which there was
a tort of people bred up among us in the profeflion,
or pretence, of curing the fick. And becaufe | had
fome fkill in the faculty, I would, in gratitude to
his honour, let him know the whole myftery and
method, by which they proceed.

Their fundamental is, that all difeafes arife from
repletion ; from whence they conclude, that a great
evacuation of the body is neceflary either through
the natural paflage, or upwards at the mouth,
Their next bulinefs is from herbs, minerals, gums,
oils, fhells, {alts, juices, fea-weed, excrements,
barks of trees, ferpents, toads, frogs, fpiders, dead
mens fleth and bones, birds, beafts, and fithes, to
torm a compofition for fmell and rafte the moft
abominable, naufcous, and deteftable, they can
pofiibly contrive, which the ftomach immediately
rejelts with loathing; and this they call a vomit -
or elfe from the {ame ftore-houfe, with fome other
poifonous additions, they command us to take in
at the orifice above or below (juft as the phyfician
then happens to be difpofed,) a medicine equally
annoying and difgufiful to the bowels ; which, re-
laxing the belly, drives down all before it 5 and this
they call a purge or a dyffer. For Nature (as the

2 phyficians.
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phyficians alledge,) having intended the fuperior
anterior orifice only for the intromiflion of folids
and liquids, and the inferior pofterior for ejection ;
thefe artifts ingenioudly confidering that in all dif-
eafes Nazture is forced out of her feat, thercfore to
replace her in it, the body muft be treated in a
manner directly contrary, by interchanging the ufe
of each orifice ; forcing folids and liquids in at the
anus, and making evacuations at the mouth.

But befides real difeafes, we are fubjet to many
that are only imaginary, for which the phyficians
have invented imaginary cures: thefe have their {e-
veral names, and fo have the drugs that are proper
for them; and with thefe our female yahoos are
always infefted.

One great excellency in this tribe is their fkill at
prognoftics, wherein they feldom fail; their ‘pre-
dictions in real difeafes, when they rife to any de-
gree of malignity, generally portending  death,
which is always in their power, when recovery is
not : and therefore, upon any uncxptf‘:ed figns of
amendment after they have pronouuced their {en-
tence, rather than be accufed for falle prophets,
they know how to approve their fagacity to the
world by a {cafonable dofe.

They are likewife of fpecial ufe to hufbands and
wives, who are grown weary of their mates : to €l-
deft fons, to great minifters of ftate, and often to

rinces.

I had formerly upon occafion difconrfed with my
mafter upon the nature of government in general,
and p.\niculally of our own excellent conftitution,
defervedly the wonder and envy of the whole
world. But having here accidentally mentioned a
minifter of ftate, he commanded me fome tume af-
ter to inform him, what fpecies of yahoo I particu-
larly meant by that appellation.

I told him, that a firft or chief minifter of ftate,
who was the perfon I intended to defcribe, was a

Vor. V. D d creature
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creature wholly exempt from joy and gricf, love
and hatred, pity and anger; at léaft makes ufe of
no other paflions, but a violent defire of wealth,
power, and titles ; that he applies his words to all
ufes, except to the indication of his mind ; that he
never tells a truth but with an intent that you
ihould take it for a lie; nor a lie, but with a defign
that you fhould take it for a truth ; that thofe he
fpeaks worft of behind their backs, are in the fureft
way of preferment; and whenever he begins to
praife you to others, or to yourfelf, you are from
that day forlorn. The worit mark you can receive
is a promife, efpecially when it is confirmed with
an oath; after which every wife man retires, and
gives over all hopes,

There are three methods, by which a man may
rile to be chief minifter. The firft is, by knowing
how with prudence to difpofe of a wife, a daugh-
ter, or a fifter ; the {econd, by betraying or under-
mining his predeceflor; and the third is, by a furious
zealin public afle mblies againft the corruptions of the
court. But a wife prince would rather choofe to em-
ploy thofe, who praétife the laft of thefe methods ;
becaufe fuch zealots prove always the moft obfequi-
ous and fubfervient to the will and paflions of their
mafter, Thar thefe minifters, having all employ
ments at their difpofal, preferve themfelves in
power, by bribing the majority of a fenate or great
council ; and at laft by an expedient, called an as#
of indemnity, (whereof I defcribed the narure to
him,) they fecure themfelves from after-reckon.
ings, and retire from the public, laden with the
ipoils of the nation.

The palace of a chief minifter is a feminary to
breed up others in his own trade: the pages, lac-
quies, and porter, by imitating their mafier, become
minilters of ftate in their feveral diftriéts, and learn
to excel in the three principal ingredients, of info-
lence, lying, and bribery. Accordingly they have
a fubaltern
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A fubaltern court paid to them by perfons of the
beft rank ; and fometimes, by the force of dexterity
and impudence, arrive, through feveral gradations,
to be fucceflor to their lord.

He is ufually governed by a decayed wench, or
favourite footman, who are the funnels through
which all graces are conveyed, and may properly
be called, in the laft refort, the governors of the
kingdom, One day in difcourfe, my mafter having
heard me mention the nobility of my country, was
pleafed to make me 2 compliment, which I could
pot pretend to deferve : that he was fure I muft
have been born of fome noble family, becaufe I far
exceeded in {hape, colour, and cleanlinefs, all the
yahoos of this nation, although I feemed to fail in
firength and agility, which muft be imputed to my
different way of living from thofe other brutes; and
befides I was not ounly endued with the faculty of
fpeech, butlikewife with fome rudiments of reafon,
to a degree, that with all his acquaintance I pafled
for a prodigy.

He made me obferve, that among the Houyh-
phnms, the white, the forrel, and the iron grey,
were not fo exadly fhaped as the bay, the dapple
grey, and the black ; nor born with equal talents
of mind, or a capacity to improve them ; and there-
fore continued always in the condition of fervants,
without ever afpiring to match out of their own
race, which in that country would be reckoned
monftrous and unnatural,

I made his honour my moft humble acknow-
ledgements for the good opinion he was pleafed to
conceive of me ; but affured him, at the {fame time,
that my birth was of the lower fort, having been
born of plain honeft parents, who were juft able to
give me a tolerable education ; that nobility among
us was altogether a different thing from the idea he
had of it; that our young noblemen are bred from
their childhood in idlenefs and luxury; thar, as

Didia {oon
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foon as years will permit, they confume their vi-
gour, and contraét odious difeafes among lewd fe-
males ; and when their fortunes are almoft ruined,
they marry fome woman of mean birth, difagreea-
ble perfon, and unfound conftitution, merely for
the fake of money, whom they hate and defpife.
"That the produdtions of fiich marriages are gene-
rally fcrophulous, rickety, or deformed children ;
by which means the family feldom continues above
three generations, unlefs the wife takes care to pro-
vide a healthy father among her neighbours or do-
meitics, in order toimprove and continue the breed :
That a weak difeafed body, a meagre conntenance,
and fallow complexion, are the true marks of no-
ble blood ; and a healthy robuft appearance, is fo
difgracetul in a man of quality, that the world
concludes his real father to have been a groom, or
a coachman., The imperfections of his mind run
parallel with thofe of his body, being a compofition
of fpleen, duloefs, ignorance, caprice, fenfuality,
and pride,

Without the confent of this illuftrious body, no
law can be enacted, repealed, or altered ; and thefe
nobles-have likewife the decifions of all our poffef-
fions, without apneal,

== IR =
CH AP, VIL

The authsr’s great love of his native country. His
mafier’s obfervations upon the conflitution and ad-
miniflration of England, as defcribed by the author
with parallel cafes and comparifons, His maflor’s
obfervations upon human nature.

HE reader may be difpofed to wonder, how I
could prevail on myfelf to give a true reprefenta-
tion
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tion of my own fpecies amonga race of mortals, who
are already too apt to conceive the vileft opinion
of human kind from that intire congruity betwixt
me and their yaboss. ButI muft frecly confefs, that
the many virtues of thofe excellent quadrupeds, pla-
ced in oppofite view to human corruptions, had fo
far opened my eyes, and enlarged my under{tand:
ing, thatI began to view the adtions and paffions
of man in a very different light; and to think the
honour of my own kind not worth managing;
which befides it was impoffible for me to do before
a perfon of fo acute a judgement as my mafter, who
daily convinced me ot a thoufand faults in myfelf,
whereof I had not the leaft perception before, and
which with us would never be numbered even a-
mong human infirmities. I had likewife learned
from his example an utter deteftation of all falfe-
hood or difguife ; and truth appeared fo amiable to
me, that I determined upon facrificing every thing
10 it.

Let me deal fo candidly with the reader as to
confefs that there was a much fironger motive for
the freedom I took in my reprefentation of things.
Ihad not been a year in this country, before I con-
tracted fuch a love and veneration for the inhabi-
tants, that I entered on a firm refolution never to
teturn to human kind, but to pafs the reft of my
life among thefe admirable Houyhnhnms in the
contemplation and pradtice of every virtue, where
1 could have no example or incitement to vice. But
it was decreed by fortune, my perpetual enemy, that
fo great a felicity thould not fall to my fhare. How-
ever, it is now fome comfort to reflect, that, in
what I faid of my countrymen, 1 extenuated their
faults as much as I durft before {o firict an exami-
ner ; and upon every article gave as faveurable a
turn as the matter would bear. For indeed who is
there alive, that will not be fivayed by his byafs and
partiality to the place of his birth,

I have
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I have related the {ubftance of feveral converfa-
tions I had with my mafter, during the greateft
part of the time I had the honour to be in his fer-
vice ; but have indeed, for brevity’s fake, omitred
much more than is here fer down,

‘When I had anfwered all his queftions, and his
curiofity feemed to be fully fatisfied, he fent for me
one morning early, and commanding me to fitdown
at fome diftance (an honour which he had never be-
fore conferred upon me), he faid, he had been very
ferioufly confidering my whole ftory, fo far as it re-
lated both to myfelf and country : that he looked
upon us as a fort of animals, to whofe fhare, by
whar accident he could not conjeéture, fome {mall
pittance of reafon had fallen, whereof we made no
other ufe, than by its afiftance to aggravate our na-
#ural corruptions, and to acquire new ones, which
nature had not given us: that we difarmed ourfclves
of the few abilities fhe had beftowed ; had been
very fuccefsful in multiplying our original wants,
and feemed to fpend our whole lives in vain endea-
vours to fupply them by our own inventions. That
as to myfelf it was manifeft, 1 had neither the
ftrength or agility of a common yahes ; that I walk-
ed infirmly on my hinder feet; had found out a
contrivance to make my claws of no ufe or defence,
and to remove the hair from my chin, which was
intended as a fhelter from the fun and the weather.
Laftly, That I could ncither run with fpeed, nor
climb trees like my brethren (as he called them), the

yahoos in this country.

That our inftitations of government and law were
plainly owing to our grofs defeéts in reafon, and by
confequence in wirfue ; becaufe reafon alone is fui-
ficient to govern a rational creature; which was
therefore a charaéter we had no pretence to chal-
lenge, even from the account I had given of my
own people : although he manifeftly perceived, that
in order to favour them, I had concealed many
particulars
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particulars, and often faid the thing which was nat.
He was the more confirmed in this opinion be-
caufe_he obferved, that as | agreed in every teature
of my body with other yahoos, except where it was
to my real difadvantage, in point of firength, fpeed
and adtivity, the {hortnefs of my claws, and fome
other particulars where nature had no part ; fo from
the reprelentation I had given him of our lives, our
manners, and our aétions, he found asnear a refem-
blance in the difpofition of our minds. He faid
the yahoos were known to hate one another, more
than they did any different fpecies of animals; and
the reafon ufually affigned was, the odioufnefs of
their own fhapes, which all could fee in the reft but
not in themfelves. He had therefore begun tw
think it not unwife in us to cover our bodies, and
by that invention conceal many of our deformities
from each other, which would ¢ife be hardly fup-
portable, But he now found he had been mif-
taken, and that the diffenflions of thofe brutes
in his country were owing to the fame caufe
with ours, as 1 had defcribed them. For if (faid
he) you throw among five yahaos as much food as
would be fufficient for fifty, they will, inftead of
eating peaceably, fall together by the ears, each fin-
ale one impaticnt to have all 1o itfe/f; and thercfore
a fervant was ufually employed o ftand by while
they were feeding abroad, and thofe keprt at home
were tied at a diftance from each other; that if a
cow died of age or accident, before a Houyhnhom
could fecure it for his own yahsos, thofe in the neigh-
bourhood would come in herds to feize it, and then
would enfue fuch a battle as I had deferibed, with
terrible wounds made by their claws on both fides,
although they {tldom were able to kill one another
for want of fuch convenient inftruments of death
as we had invented. At other times the like bat-
tles have been fought berween the yahsos of {everal
reighbourhoods without any vifible caufe: thofe of
one
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one diftriCt watching all opportunities to {urprife the
next, before they are prcpﬁu‘cd But if they find
their projeét hath mifcarried, they return home,
and, for want of enemies, engage in what I call a
civil war among themfelves.

That in fome ficlds of his country there are cer«
tain fhining fiones of feveral colours, whereof the
yahuos ave violently fond ; and when part of thefe
ftoncs is fixed in the earth, as it fometimes happen-
eth, they will dig with their claws for whole days to
getthem our; then carry them away and hidethem
by heaps in their kennels ; but ftill looking round with
great caution, for fear their comrades thould find out
their weafure. My mafter faid, he could never
difcover the reafon of this unnatural appetite, or
how thefe ftones could be of any ufe to a yahoo;
but now he believed it might proceed from the fame
principle of avarice, which 1 had afcribed to man-
kind : that he had once, by way of experiment,
privately removed a heap of thele ftones from the
place where one of his yaheos had buried it; where-
upon the fordid animal, miffing his treafure, by his
loud lamenting brought the whole herd to the place,
there miferably howled, then fell to biting and tear-
ing the reft ; began to pine away, would neither eat,
nor {leep, nor work, till he ordered a fervant pri-
vately to coavey the fones into the fame hole, and
hide them as before ; which when his yahse had
found, he prefently recovered his fpirits, and good
humour, but took care to remove them to a better
hiding-place, and hath ever fince been a very fer-
viceable brute®.

My mafter farther affured me, which I alfo ob-
ferved myfelf, that in the ficlds where the Jhining
Jflones abound, the fierceft and moft frequent battles
are fought, occafioned by perpetual inroads of the
neighbouring yahsos.

* Nothing can be faid to make avarice a greater reproach to man-
kind, except that it is a vice which this defeription will not cure.

2 He
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He faid, it was common, when two yahoos difco-
vered fuch a flane in a ficld, and were contending
which of them fhould be the propietor, a third
would take the advantage, and carry it away from
them both ; which my mafter would needs contend
to have fome kind of refemblance with our fuits at
law 5 wherein | thought it for our credit not to un-
deceive him ; fince the decifion he mentioned was
much more equitable than many degrees among us 3
becaufe the plaintff and defendant there loit no-
thing befide the Jfone they contended for, whereas
our courts of equity would never have difmifled the
caufe, while either of them had any thing left.

My mafter continuing his difcourfe, {aid, there
was nothing that rendered the yahoos more odious,
than their undiftinguithing appetite to devour every
thing that came in their way, whether herbs, roots,
berries, the corrupted fefh of animals, or all min-
gled together : and it was peculiar in their temper,
that they were fonder of what they could get by
rapine or ftealth at a greater diftance, than much
better food provided for them at home. If their
prey held out, they would cat till they were ready
1o burft, after which nature had pointed out tO
them a certain roof that gave them a general eva-
cuation.

There was alfo another kind of root, very juicy,
but fomewhat rare and difficult to be found, which
the yahoos fought for with much eagernefs, and
would fuck it with great delight; it produced in
them the fame effects, that wine hath upon us.
1t would make them {ometimes hug, and fome-
times tear one another; they would howl, and
grin, and chatter, and reel, and tumble, and then
fall afleep in the mud.

1 did indeed obferve, that the yahoos were the on-
ly animals in this country fubject to any difeafes ;
which however were much fewer than horfes have
among us, and contracted not by any ill treatment

Vor. V. Le they
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they meet with, but by the naftinefs and greedinefs
of that fordid brute, Neither has their language
any more than a general appellation for thofe ma-
ladies, wrich is borrowed from the name of the
beaft, and called hrea yakoo or the yakos's evil, and
the cure preferibed is a mixture of their own dung
and urine, forcibly put down the yahss's throat.
"I'his T have fince often known to have been taken
with fuccefs, and do here freely recommend it to
my countrymen, for the public-good, as an ad-
mirable {pecific againft all difeafes produced by re-
piction,

As to learning, government, arts, manufaétures,
and the like, my mafter confeffed, he could find
litle or no refemblance between the yahoos of that
country and thofe in ours, For he only meant to
obferve, what parity there was in our natures, He
had heard indeed fome curious Houyhnhnms ob-
ferve, that in moft herds there was a fort of ruling
Yahos (as among us there is generally fome leading
or principal ftag in a park) who was always more
deformed in body, and mifchicvous in d[pofition, than
any of the reft. That this leadir had ufually a fa-
vourite as like himfelf as he could get, whofe em-
ployment was to lick bis mafler’s feet and pofteriors,
and drive the Jemale yahoos 2o his kennel *, for
which he was now and then rewarded with a piece
of afs’s fleth,  This favourite is hated by the whole
herd; and therefore to proteét himfelf kegps al-
ways near the perfon of bis leader. He ufually con-
timues in office, till a worfe can be found ; but the
very moment he is difearded, his fucceflor at the
head of all the pakess in that difric, young and
old, male and female, come into a body, and d¥-
charge their excrement upon him from head to
foot. But how far this might be applicable to our

#* Flattery and pimping,

courts
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courts and favourites, and miniflers of flate, my ma-
{ter faid I could beft determine.

I durft make no return to this malicious infinu-
ation, which debafed human underftanding below
the fagacity of a common hound, who hath judge-
ment enough to diftinguith and follow the cry of
the ableft dog in the pack, without being ever mif-
taken.

My mafter told me there was fome qualities re-
markable in the yahoos; which he had not obferved
e to mention, or at leaft very flightly, in the ac-
counts ! had given him of human kind; he faid,
thofe animals, like other brutes, had their females
in common ; but in this they differed, that the
fhe yahoo would admit the male, while {the was
pregnant ; and that the hees would quarrel and
fight with the females, as fiercely as with each o-
ther ; both with praéticcs were fuch degrees of in-
famous brurality, as no other {enfative creature €=
ver arrived at.

Another thing he wondered at in the yahoo, was
their ftrange difpofition 10 paftinefs and dirt;
whereas there appears to be a patural love of clean-
linefs in all other 2nimals, As to the two former
accufations, 1 was glad to let them pafs without
any reply, becaufe I had not a word to offer upon
them in defence of my {pecies, which otherwife I
certainly had done from my own inclinatians. But
I could have eafily vindicated human kind from
the imputation of {ingularity upon the laft article,
\f there had been any jwize in that country (as un-
luckily for me there were not), which;, although it
may be a fweeter quadruped than a yahgs, cannot
I humbly conceive, in juftice, pretend to more
cleanlinels; and fo his honour himfelf muft have
owned, if he had feen their filthy way of feeding,
and their cuftom of wallowing and {lecping in the
mud.

My malter likewife mentioned another quality,

B e which
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which his fervants had difcovered in feveral yahoss,
and to him was wholly unaccountakle, He faid, a
fancy would fometimes take a yuhoo to retire into
a corner, to lie down, and howl and groan, and
fpurn away all that came near him, although he
were young and fat, wanted neither food nor wa-
ter ; nor did the fervants imagine what could pof-
fibly ail him. And the only remedy they found
was to fet him to hard work, after which he would
infallibly come to himfelf. To this [ was filent,
out of partiality to my own kind ; yet here I eould
plainly difcover the true feeds of fpleen, which only
feizeth on the /lazy, the /uxurious and the rich,
who if they were forced to undergo the fame regi-
men, 1 would undertake for the cure.

His honour had farther obferved, that a female
yaheo would often ftand behind a bank or a buih
to gaze on the young males pafling by, and then
appear, and hide, ufing many antic geftures and
grimaces, at which time it was obferved that the
had a moft ¢fenfive fmell ; and when any of the
males advanced, would flowly retire, looking often
back, and with a counterfeit {hew of fear run off
into fome convenient place, where fthe knew the
male would follow her.

At other times, if a female ftranger came among
them, three or four of her own fex would get a-
bout her, and ftare, and chauer, and grin, and
fmell her all over; and then turn off, with geftures
that feamed to exprefs contempt and difdain,

Perhaps my mafter might refine a little on thefe
peculations, which he had drawn from whart he
obferved himfelf, or had been told him by others:
however I could not refleét without fome amaze-
ment and much {forow, that the rudiments of Jewd-
nefs, coguetry, cenfure and feandal fhould have place
by inftinét in womankind.

I expeéted every moment, that my mafter would
accufe the yaboos of thofc unnatural appeiites in
both
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both fexes, fo common among us. But nature,
it {eems, hath not been fo expert a fchool miftrefs;
and thefe politer pleafures are entirely the produc-
tions of art and reafon on our fide of the globe.

+"f§/‘ =A
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The author relates f:-veral przrticulars of the yahoos,
The great virtues of the Houybnbrms. The educa-

tion and exercife of their youth. 7 heir geneml af-

jar;zb{y.

S I ought to have underftood human nature
much better, than I fuppofed it pofiible for

my mater to do, {o it was cafy to apply the cha-
rader he gave of the yahoos 1O myfelf and my
countrymen ; and I believed, I could yet make far-
ther difcoveries from my own obfervation. I there-
fore often begged his honour to let me go among
the herds of yaheos in the ncighbourhood, to which
he always very gracioufly confented, being per-
fedtly convinced, that the hatred I bore thefe brutes
would never fuffer mec to be corrupted by them 3
and his honour ordercd one of his fervants, 2a
firong {orrel-nag, very honeft and good-naturcd,
t0 be my guard, without whofe proteétion 1 durft
not undertake fuch adventures. For I have alrea-
dy told the reader, how much I was peftered by
thofe odious animals upon my firft arrival.  And
I afterwards failed very parrowly three or four
Gines of falling into their clutches, when I happen-
ed to firay at any diftance without my hanger.
And ! have reafon to believe they had fome imagi-
nation that I was of their own {pecies, which I of-
ten affifted myfelf, by {iripping up my {leeves, and
{hewing my naked arms and breaft in their fight
when
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when my protetor was with me. At which times
they would approach as near as they durft, and i-
mitate my aftions after the manner of monkies,
but ever with greac figns of hatred ; as a tame jack-
daw with cap and ftocking is always perfecuted by
the wild ones, when he happens to be got among
them.

They are prodigioufly nimble from their infancy;
however 1 once caught a young male of three years
old, and endeavoured by all marks of tendernefs
to make it quict ; but the little imp fell a {qualling,
and fcratching, and biting, with fuch violence,
that I was forced. to let it go; and it was high
time ; for a whele troop of old ones came about
us at the noife ; but finding the cub was fafe (for
away it ran), and my forrel nag being by, they
durft not venture near us. I oblerved the young
animal’s fleth to {mell very rank, and the ftink was
fomewhat beyond a weafel and a fox, but much
more dilagreeable. I forgot anothér circumftance
(and perhaps I might have the reader’s pardon, if
it were wholly omitted), that while I held the odi-
ous vermin in my hands, it voided its filthy excre-
ments, of a yellow liquid fubftance, all over my
cloaths; but by igood fortune there was a fmail
brook hard by, where I wathed myfelf as clean as
1 could; although Idurft not come into my ma-
iter’s prefence, until 1 were fuﬁici‘:ntly aired.

By what I could difcover, the Yyahsss appear to
be the moft unteachable of all animals ; their capa-
cities never reaching higher than to draw or carry
burdens. Yet I am of opinion, this defeé arifeth
chicfly from a perverfe, rettive difpofition : For
they are cunning, malicious, treacherouns, and fe-
vengeful. They are ftrong and hardy, but of a
cowardly fpirit, and by confcquence infolent, ab-
je&t, and cruel. It is obferved, that the red-haired
of both fexes are more libidinous and mifchievous
than
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than the reft, whom yet they much exceed in
ftrength and adtivity.

The Houyhnhums keep the yahoos for prefent
ufe in huts not far fron: the houfe ; but the reft
are fent abroad to certain fields, where they dig up
roots, eat feveral kinds of herbs, and fearch about
for carrion, or fometimes catch weafels and lubimbu
(a fort of wild rar), which they greedily devour.
Nature hath taught them to dig deep holes with
their nails on the fide of a rifing ground, wherein
they lie by themfclves ; only the kennels of the
females are larger, fufficient to hold two or three
cubs.

They fwim from their infancy like frogs, and are
able to continue long under water, where they of-
ten take fifh, which the females carry home to their
young. And upon this occafion I hope the reader
will pardon my relating an odd advenrure.

Being one day abroad with my proteftor, the
forrel-nag, and the weather exceeding hot, Iin-
treated him to let me bathe in a river that was near.
He confented, and I immediately firipped myfelf
fark-naked, and went down f{oftly into the {tream.
It happened that a young female yahoo, ftanding
behind a bank, faw the whole proceeding, and 1n-
flamed by defirc, as the nag and I conjectured, came
running with all fpeed, and leaped into the water
within five yards of the place where I bathed. I
was never in my life fo terribly frighted ; the nag
was gazing at fome diftance, not fufpeéting any
harm. She embraced me, after a moft fulfome
manner : I roared as loud as I could, and the pag
came galloping towards me; whereupon fhe quit-
ted her gralp with the utmoft reluttancy, and leap-
ed upon the oppofite bank, where fhe ftood gazing
and howling all the time I was putting on my
cloaths.

This was a matter of diverfion to my maiter and
his family, as well as of mortification to mylelf.

For
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For now I could no longer deny, that I was a real
yahoo in every limb and feature, {ince the females
had a natural propenfity to me, as one of their
own fpecies : neither was the hair of this brute of
a red colour (which might have been fome excule
for an appetite a little irregular), but black as a
floe, and her countenance did not make 2n appear-
ance altogether fo hideous as the reft of her kind ;
for, I think, fhe could not be above eleven years
old.

Having lived three years in this country, the
reader, Ifuppoﬁ:, will expeét, that I fhould, like
other travellers, give him fome account of the man-
ners and cuftoms of its inhabitants, which it was
indeed my principal ftudy to learn.

As thefe noble Houyhnhnms are endued by na-
ture with a general difpofition to all virtues, and
have no conceptions or ideas of what is evil in a ra-
tional creature; fo their grand maxim is, to culti-
vate reafon, and to be wholly governed by it. Nei-
ther is reafon among them a puim problematical,
as with us, where men can argue with plaufibility
on both fides of a queftion; but firikes you with
immediate convition ; 3s it muft needs do, where
it is nor mingled, oblc ured, or difcoloured, by
pafiion and intereft. I remember it was with ex-
treme difficulty, that I could bring my mafter to
underftand the meaning of the word opinion, or
how a point could be difputable; becanfe reafon

‘taught us to affirm or deny only where we are cer-

tain; and beyond our knowledge we cannot do ei-
ther: So that controverfies, wranglings, difputes,
and pofitivenefs, in fallfe or dubious propofitions,
are evils unknown among the Houyhnhnms. In
the like manner, whenI ufed to explain to him our
feveral fyftems of natural philofophy, he would
laugh, that a creature pretending to reafon, fhould
value itfelf upon the knowledge of other people’s
conjetures, and in things “hcu: that knowledge,

-r
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if it were certain, could be of no ufe: wherein he
agreed entirely with the {entiments of Socrates, as
Plato delivers them 3 which I mention as the high-
eft honour I can do that prince of philofophers. 1
have often fince reflected, what deftruétion fuch a
doétrine would make in the libraries of Europe s
and how many paths to fame would be then fhut
up in the learned world.

Friendfhip and benevolence are the two principal
virtues among the Houyhnhnms *; and thefe not
confined to particular objects, but univerial, to the
whole race. For a ftranger from the remuteft parts
is equally treated with the neareft neighbour ; and
where-ever he goes, looks upon himfelf as at home.
They preferve decency and civility in the higheft
degrecs ; but are altogether ignorant of ceremony.
They have no tondnefs for their colts or foles ;
but the care they take in educating them, proceed-
eth entirely from the diftates of reafon . And I
obferved my maiter to {hew the fame affedtion to
his neighbour’s iTue, that he had for his own.
They will have ir, that Nature teaches them to
love the whole fpecics, and it is reafon only that
maketh a diftinétion of perfons, where thereis a fu-
perior degree of virtue

When the matron Houyhnhoms have produced
one of each fex, they no longer accompany with
their conforts, except they lole onc of- their iflue

# Their virtuous qualitics are only negative. Orrery.

+ We here view the pure indin@s of brutes, acting in their narrow
phere, merely for their immediate prefervation. Orrery.

1 It may perhaps be thought fomewhat firange, that the feafe of
the noble Comm:ntator fhould appear to be dirctly oppefite to that
of the author, in the paffages which thefc notes were intended to il-
luftrate. But this apparent oppofition may arife merely from their
ufing the fame word in an oppofite fenfe 5 as by the word candaur, his
Lorafhip always means 2 quality which inclines a man to put the
worlt conftruction upon the words and aflions of anotherj and by
candour, the Dian always means juft the contrary,

Compare the note from Ourery, in Gulliver’s Travels, vol. iv.
n. 163. with Swift’s apolegy for the Tale of 2 Tub, in vol. & p.

Vor. V. T f by
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by fome cafualty, which very feldom happens :
but in fuch a cafe they meet again; or when the
like accident befals a perfon whofe wife is paft bear -
ing, fome other couple beftow on him one of their
own colts, and then go together again until the
mother is pregnant. The caution is neceflary to
prevent the country from being over burdencd with
numbers. DBut the race of inferior Houyhnhnms,
bred up to be fervants, is not fo ftrictly limited up-
on this article ; thefe are allowed to produce three
of each fex to be domeftics in the noble families.

In their marriages, they are exaltly careful to
choofe fuch colours as will not make any difagree-
able mixture in the breed.  Strength is chiefly va-
lued in the male, and comelinefs in the female; not
upon the account of love, but to preferve the race
from degenerating ; for where a female happens to
excel in firength, a confort it chofen with regard
to comelinefs,

Courtthip, love, prefents, jointures, fettlements,
have no place in their thoughts ; or terms whereby
to exprels them in their language. The young
couple meet and are joined, merely becaufe it is the
determination of their parents and friends: it is
what they fee done every day, and they look up-
on it as one of the neceflary a&tions of a reafonable
being. But the violation ot martiage, or any other
unchaftity, was never heard of ; and the married
pair pafs their lives with the fame friendthip, and
mutual benevolence, that they bear to others of
the fame fpecies who come in their way; without
Jealoufy, fondnefs, quarrelling, or difcontent.

In educating the youth of both fexes, their me-
thod is admirable, and highly deferveth our imira-
tion. Thefe are not fuffered to tafte a grain of
oats, except upon certain days, ull eighteen years
old; nor milk, but very rarely; and in fummer
they graze two hours in the morning, and as many
in the evening, which their parents likewife ob-
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ferve ; but the fervants are not allowed above half
that time, and a great part of their grafs is brought
home, which they eat at the moft convenient
hours, when they can be beft fpared from work.

Temperance, induftry, exercile, and cleanlinefs,
are the leflons equally enjoined to the young ones
of both fexes : and my mafter thought it monftrous
in us to give the females a different kind of educa-
tion from the males, except in fome articles of do-
meftic management; whereby, as he truly obfer-
ved, one half of our patives were good for nothing
but bringing children into the world; and to truft
the care of our children to fuch ufelefs animals, he
fuid, was yet a greater inftance of brutality.

But the Houyhnhoms train up their youth to
ftrength, fpeed, and hardinefs, by exercifing them
in running races up and down fteep hills, and over
hard ftony grounds, and when they are all in a
{weat, they are ordered to leap over head and ears
into a pond or river. Four times a year the youth
of a certain diftrit meet to fhew their proficiency
in running and leaping, and other feats of ftrength
and agility ; where the vi€tor is rewarded, with a
fong in his or her praife. On this feftival the fer-
vants drive a herd of yahoos into the field, laden
with hay, and oats, and milk, for a repaft to the
Houyhnhnms ; after which thefe brutes are imme-
diately driven back again, for fear of being noifome
to the aflembly.

Every fourth year, at the vernal equinoX, there
is a reprefentative council of the whole nation,
which meets in a plain about twenty miles from our
houfe, and continueth about five or fix days. Here
they inquire into the ftate and condition of the fe-
veral diftriéts; whether they abound, or be defici-
ent in hay or oats, Or cows oOr yahoos ? and where-
ever there is any want, (which is but feldom,) it is
immediately fupplied by upanimous confent and
contribution, Here likewife the regulation of chil-

¥k R dren
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dren is ferled : as for inftance, if a Houyhnhnm
hath two males, he changeth one of them with an-
other that hath two females : and when a child hath
been loft by any cafualty, where the mother is palt
breeding, it is determined what family in the diftrict
thall breed another to fupply the lofs.

C . H A P lX

A grand debate at the general affimbly of the Houyh-
nhams, and bow it was determined. The learning
of the Houyhnbnms. Their buildings, Their man-
ner of burials. The defeclivenefs of their language.

NE of thefe grand afiemblies was held in my
time, about three months before my depar-
ture, whither my mafter went as the reprefentative
of our diftri&. In this council was refumed their
old debate, and indeed the only debate that ever
happened in their country ; whereof my mafter ai-
ter his return gave me a very particular account,
The queftion he debated was, whether the ya.
hoos fhould be exterminated from the face of the
carth. One of the members for the affirmative,
offered feveral arguments of great ftrength and
weight; alledging, that as the yahoos were the moft
filthy, noifome, and deformed animal which Na-
ture ever produced, fo they were the moft reftive
and indocile, mifchievous, and malicious: they would
privately fuck the teats of the Houyhnhnms cows,
kill and devour their cats, trample down their oats
and grafs, if they were not contintally watched ;
and commit a thoufand other extravagancies. He
took notice of a general tradition, that yahoos had
pot been always in their country ; but that, many
ages ago, two of thele brutes appeared together
upon
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upon a Mountain ; whether produced by the heat
of the fun upon corrupted mud and {lime, or from
the coze and froth ot the fea, was never known:
that thefe yahoos cngcndcrcd, and their brood, in
a {hort time, grew fo numerous as to over run and
infeft the whole nation : that the Houyhnhnms, to
get rid of this evil, made a grnfml hunting, and at
laft inclofed the whole herd : and, deftroying the
clder, every Houyhnhnm kept two young ones in
a kennel, and brought them to fuch a degree of
tamcnels, as an animal {o favage by nature can be
capable of acquiring ; ufing them for draught and
carriage : that there feemed to be much truth in
this tradition, and that thofe creatures could not be
Yinhniamfby, or absrigines of the land,) becaufe of
the violent hatred rhe Houybnhnms, as well as all
other animals, bore them; which, although their
evil ﬁirpol]t'mﬂ {ufiiciently deferved, could never
have arrived at fo high a degree, if they had been
Aborigines; or elfe they would have long fince
been routed out: that the inhabitants, taking a
fancy to ule the fervice of the yahoos, had very
imprudently neglected to cultivate the breed of af-
fcs, which are a comely animal, eafily kept, more
tame and orderly, without any offenfive {mell,
ftrong enough for labour, although they yield to
the other in a-ility of body; and, if their braying
be no agreeable found, it is far prcfcra.blc to the
horrible howlings of the yahoos.

Several others declared their {entiments to the
fame purpofe, when my mafter propofed an expe-
dient to the ailembly, whereof he had indeed bor-
rowed the hint from me. He npprovcd of the tra-
dition mentioned by the honourable member, who
fpoke before ; and affirmed, that the two yahoos,
faid to be the firlt feen among them, had been
driven ihither over the {ea; that, coming to land,
and being forfaken by their companions, they re-
ticed to the mountains, and, degencrating by de-

grees,
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grees, became in procels of time much more fa-
vage, than thofe of their own fpecies in the coun-
try from whence thefe two originals came, The
reafon of this afiertdon was, that he had now in
his pofieffion a cerrain wonderful yahoo, (meaning
myfelf,) which molt of them had heard of, and ma-
ny of them had 1een. He then related to them,
how he firft found me: that my body was all co-
vered with an artificial compofure of the fkins and
hairs of other animals : that I fpoke in a language
of my own, and had thoroughly learned theirs :
that I had related to him the accidents which
brought me thither ; that, when he faw me without
my covering, | was an exact yahoo in every part,
only of a whiter colour, lefs hairy, and with fhort-
er claws. He added, how I had endeavoured to
perfuade him, that, in my own and other coun-
tries, the yahoos acted as the governing, rational
animal, and held the Houyhnhnms in fervitude :
that he obferved in me all the qualities of a vahoo,
ouly a little more civilized by fome tin&ure of rea-
fon ; which however was in a degree as far inferior
to the Houyhnhnm race, as the yahoos of their
country were to me : that, among other things, I
mentioned a cuftom we had of caftrating Hooyh-
nhnms when they were young, in order to render
them tame ; thar the operation was eafly and fafe;
that it was no fhame to learn wifdom from brutes,
as induftry is taught by the ant, and building by the
fwallow, (for fo I tranflate the word lyhannh, al-
though it be a much larger fowl): that this inven«
tion might be praétifed upon the younger yahoos
here, which, befides rendering them traétable and
fitter for ufe, would in an age put an end to the
whole fpecies without deftroying life : that, in the
mean time, the Houyhnhnms fheould be exhorted
to culiivate the breed of aflts, which, as they are
iq -all refpects more valuable brutes, fo they have
this
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this advantage, to be fit for fervice at five years old,
which the others are not till twelve.

This was all my mafter thought fit to tell me at
that time, of what paffed in the grand council. But
he was pleafed to conceal one particular, which re-
lated perfonally to myfelf, whereof I foon felt the
unhappy effect, as the reader will know in its pro-
per place, and from whence I date all the fucceed-
ing misfortunes of my life.

The Houyhnhnms have no letters, and confe-
quently their knowledge is all traditional. But there
happening few events of any moment among a peo-
ple fo well united, naturally difpofed to every vir-
tue, wholly governed by realon, and cut off from
all commerce with other nations; the hiftorical
part is eafily preferved without burdening their
memorics. I have already obferved, that they are
fubje& to no difeafes, and therefore can have no
need of phyficians, However, they have excellent
medicines compofed of herbs, to cure accidental
bruifes, and cuts in the paftern or frog of the foot
by tharp ftones, as well as other maims and hurts
in the feveral parts of the body.

They calculate the year by the revolution of the
fun and the moon, but ufe no fubdivifions into
weeks. They are well enough acquainted with the
motions of thofe two luminaries, and underftand
¢he nature of eclipfes; and this is the utmoft pro-
grefs of their aftronomy.

In poetry they muft be allowed to excel all other
mortals; whercin the juftnefs of their {imilies, and
the minutenefs as well as exatnefs of their defcrip.
tions, are indeed inimitable. Their verfes abound
very much in both of thele; and ufually contain
cither fome exalted notions of friendfhip and bene-
volence, or the praifes of thofe, who were vi€tors
inraces and other bodily exercifes. Their buildings,
although very rude and fimple, are not incorveni-
ent, but well contrived to defend them from allin-

juriecs,
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juries of cold and heat. They have a kind of tree,
which at forty years old loofens in the root, and
falls with the firft ftorm; it grows very ftrait, and
being pointed like ftakes, with a fharp ftone (for
the Houyhnhnms know not .the ufe of iron,) they
ftick them ereét in the ground about ten inches,
afunder, and then weave in oat-firaw, or fome-
times wattles, betwixt them, The roof is made af-
ter the {fame manner, and fo are the doors

The Houyhnhnms ufe the hollow part, between
the paftern and the hoof, of their fore-feet, as we
do our hands, and this with greater dexterity than
I could at firft imagine, I have feen a white mare
of our family thread a needle, (which I lent her on
purpofe,) with that joint. They milk their cows,
reap their oats, and do all the work which requires
hands in the fame manner. They have a kind of
hard flints, which, by grinding againft other
ftones, they form into inftruments, that ferve in-
ftead of wedges, axes, and hammers, With tools
made of thele flints they likewife cut their hay, and
reap their oats, which there grow naturally in fe-
veral fields : the yahoos draw home the fheaves in
carriages, and the fervants tread them, in certain
covered huts, to get out the gram, which is kept
in ftores. They make a rude kind of earthen and
wooden veflels, and bake the former in the fun.

If they can avoid cafualties, they die only of old
age, and are buricd in the obfcureft places that can
be found, their friends and relations exprefiing nei-
ther joy nor grief at their departure ; ner does the
dying perfon difcover the leaft regrer that he is
leaving the world, any more than if he were re-
turning home from a vifitto one of his neighbours.
I remember, my mafter having once made an ap-
pointment with a friend and his family, to come to
his houfe upon fome affair of importance, on the
day fixed, the miftrels and her two children came
very late; f(he made two excufes, firft for her huf-

2 band,
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band, who, as fhe faid, happened that very morn-
ing to lhuuwnh. The word is ftrongly expreflive in
their language, but not eafily rendered into Eng-
lith ; ic fignifies to retire 2 bis fir/t mather. Her ex-
cufe for not coming fooner was, that her hufband
dying late in the morning, fhe was a good while
confulting her fervants about a convenient place
where his body fhould be laid; and I obferved, the
behaved herfelf at our houfe as chearfully as the
reft : fhe died about three months after.

They live generally to feventy, or feventy-five
years, very {eldom to fourfcore : {ome weeks before
their death, they feel a gradual decay; but without
pain. During this time they are much vifited by
their friends, becaufe they cannot go abroad with
their ufual eafe and fatisfaction. However, about
ten days before their death, which they feldom fail
in computing, they return the vifits that have been
made them, by thofe who are neareft in the neigh-
bourhood, being carried in a convenient fledge
drawn by yahoos ; which vehicle they ufe, not on-
ly upon this occafion, but when they grow old, up-
on long journies, or when they are lamed by any
accident. And therefore when the dying Houyh-
nhoms return thofe vifits, they take a {olemn leave
of their friends, as if they were going to fome re=-
mote part of the country, where they defigned to
pals the reft of their lives.

I know not whether it may be worsh obferving,
that the Houyhnhnms have no word in their lan-
guage to exprefs any thing that is evil, except what
they borrow from the deformities or ill qualities of
the yahoos. Thus they denote the folly of a fer-
vant, an omiflion of a child, a ftone that cuts their
feet, a continuance of foul or unfeafonable weather.
and the like, by adding to cach the epithet of ya-
boo. For inftance, hhnm yahao, whnabalm yahao,
ynlbmndwibima yahoo, and an ill-contrived houfe,
ynholmbnmrobinw yahos.

Vor. V. Gg 1 could
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I could with great pleafure enlarge farther upon
the manners and virtues of this excellent people;
but intending in a fhort time to publith a volume
by itfelf, exprefly upon that fubject, I refer the
reader thither. And, in the mean time, proceed
to relate my own {ad cataftrophe.

(s et e B e B e e e B R e
G H AP X

The author’s economy and happy life among the Houyh-
bnbnms.  His great improvement in virtue by con-
verfing with them. Their converfations. The au=-
thor hath notice given him by his mafler, that he
muft depart from the country. He falls into a fwoon
for griefs but fubmits. He contrives and finifbes
a canse by the kelp of a fellow-fervant, and puts to
Jea at a venture.

HAD fertled my little ceconomy to my own
Leart’s content, My mafter had ordered a room

to be made for me after their manner, abour fix
yards from the houfe; the fides and floors of which
i plaiftered with clay, and covered with rufh-matts
of my own contriving ; I had beaten hemp, which
there grows wild, and made of it a fort of ticking:
this I filled with the feathers of feveral birds I had
taken with fpringes made of yahoos hair, and were
excellent food. I had worked two chairs with my
knife, the forrel-nag helping me in the grofler and
more laborious part. 'When my cloaths were worn
to rags, I made myfelf others with the fkins of rab-
bets, and of a certain beautiful animal about the
fame fize, called nnubnob, the tkin of which is co-
vered with a fine down. Of thefe I alfo made
very tolerable ftockings. I foaled my fhoes with
wood, which [ cut from a tree, and fitted to the

upper-
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upper-leather ; and when this was worn out, I
fupplied it with the fkins of yahoos dried in the fun.
1 often got honey out of hollow trees, which 1
mingled with water, or eat with my bread. No
man could more verify the truth of thefe two max-
ims, That Nature is very eafily Jatisfied ; and, That
neceffity is the mother of invention. 1 enjoyed per-
fect health of body, and tranquillity of mind.
did not feel the treachery or inconftancy of a friend,
nor the injuries of a fecret or open enemy. I had
no occalion of bribing, flattering, OT pi.mping, to
procure the favour of any great man, O¥ of his mi-
nion. I wanted no fence againft fraud or opprefli-
on; here was neither phyfician to deftroy my bo-
dy, nor lawyer to ruin my fortune; no informer
to watch my words and actions, or forge accufa-
ons againft me for hire ; here were no gibers, cenfu-
rers, backbiters, pick-pockets, highwaymen, houfe-
breakers, attornics, bawds, buffoons, gamefters, poli-
ticians, wits, {plenctics, tcdiousmlkers,comrovzrcii’ts,
ravifhers, murderers, robbers, virtuofoes ; no leaders
or followers of party and fadtion ; no encouragers
to vice by feducement oOr examples; Do dungeons,
axes, gibbcts, whipping-poﬂs, or pillorixs ; no
cheating fhop:keepers or mechanics ; no pride, va-
nity, or affectation ; no fops, bullies, drunkards,
firolling whores, or poXes; no ranting, lewd, ex-
penﬁve wives: no ftupid, proud pedants; no im-
portunate, over-bearing, quarrelfome, noify, roar-
ing, empty, conceited, fwearing companions ; 1O
fcoundrels raifed from the duft upon the merit of
their vices, or nobility thrown into it on account 6f
their virtues ; no lords, fidlers, judges, or dancing-
mafters.

I had the favour of being admitted to feveral
Houyhnhnms, who came to vifit or dine with my
mafter ; where his honour gracioufly {uffered me
to wait in the room, and liften to their difcourie.
Both he and his company would often defcend to
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afk me queftions, and receive my an{wers. I had alfo
fometimes the honour of attending my maiter in
his vifits to others. I never prefumed to {peak,
cxcept in anfwer to a queftion ; and then I did it
with inward regret, becaufe it was a lofs of fo much
time for improving myfelf : but I was infinitely de-
lighted with the ftation of an humble auditor in
fuch converfations, where nothing pafied but what
was ufeful, exprefled in the feweft and moft figni-
ficant words: where (as I have already faid,) the
greateft decency was obferved without the leaft de-
gree of ceremony ; where no perfon fpoke without
being pleafed himfclf, and-pleafing his companions;
where there was no interruption, tedioufnefs, heat,
or difference of fentiments. They have a notion,
that when people are met together, a fhort filence
doth much improve converfation : this I found to
be true ; for during thofe little intermiffions of talk,
new ideas would arife in their minds, which very
much enlivened the difcourfe. Their fubjeét are
generally on friendfhip and benevolence, on order
and ceconomy ; fometimes upon the vifible opera-
tions of nature, or ancient traditions; upon the
bounds and limits of virtue; upon the unerring
rules of reafon, or upon fome determinations to be
taken at the next great aflembly; and often upon
the various excellencies of poetry. I may add,
without vanity, that my prefence often gave them
fufficient matter for difcourfe, becaufe it afforded
my malter an occafion of letting his friends into
into the hiftory of me and my country, upon which
they were all pleafed to defcant in a manner not
very advantageous to human kind; and for that
reafon I fhall not repeat what they faid; only I may
be allowed to obferve, that his honour, to my great
admiration, appecared to underftand the nature of
yahoos much better than myfelf. He went through
all our vices and follies, and difcovered many
which I had never mentioned to him, by only fup-

poling
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pofing what qualities a yahoo of their country, with
a fmall proportion of reafon, might be capable of
exerting ; and concluded, with too much probabi-
ljity, how vile, as well as miferable, fuch a creature
muft be,

I freely confefs, that all the little knowledge 1
have of any value, was acquired by the letures 1
received from my mafter, and from hearing the
difcourfes of him and his friends; to which I fhould
be prouder to liften, than to dictate to the greateft
and wileit aflembly in Europe. - I admired the
firength, comelinefs, and fpeed of the inhabitants ;
and fuch a conftellation of virtues, in fuch amiable
perfons, produced in me the higheft veneration.
At firft indeed 1 did not feel that natural awe,
which the yahoos and all other animals bear to-
wards them : but it grew upon me by degrees, much
fooner than I imagined, and was mingled with a
refpeétful love and gratitude, that they would conde-
{cend to diftinguith me from the reft of my fpecies.

When I thought of my family, my friends, my
countrymen, or human race in general, I confider-
ed them as they really were, yahoos in fhape and
dilpofition, perhaps a little more civilized, and qua-
lified with the gift of fpeech ; but making no other
ufe of reafon, than to improve and multiply thofe
vices, whereof their brethren in this country had
only the fhare that Nature allotted them. When
1 happened to behold the refleétion of my own
form in a lake or a fountain, I turned away my
face in horror and deteftation of myfelf; and could
better endure the fight of a common yahoo than of
my own perfon. By converfing with the Houyh-
nhoms, and looking upon them with delight, I fell
to imitate their gate and gefture, which is now
grown into an habir ; and my friends often tell me
in a blunt way, that 7 frot like a korfz ; which how-
ever | take for a great compliment : neither fhall I
difown, that in fpeaking I am apt to fall into the

voice
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voice and manner of the Houyhnhnms, and hear
myfelf ridiculed on that account without the leaft
mortification.

In the midfl of all this happinefs, and when I
looked upon myfelf to be fully fettled for life, my
mafter fent for me one morning a little earlier than
his ufual hour. I obferved by his countenance, that
he was in fome perplexity, and at a lofs how to be-
gin what he had to fpeak. After a fhort filence,
he told me, he did not know how I would take
what he was going to fay; that in the laft general
affembly, when the affair of the yahoos was entered
upon, the reprefentatives had taken offence at his
keeping a yahoo (meaning myfelf,) in his family,
more like a Houyhnhnm, than a brute animal.
That he was known frequently to converfe with
me, as if he could receive fome advantage or plea~
fure in my company : that fuch a practice was not
agreeable to reafon or nature, or a thing ever heard
of before among th:m. The aflembly did therefore
exhort him either to employ me like the reft of my
fpecies, or command me to fwim back to the place
from whence I came: That the firft of thefe expe-
dients was utterly rejected by all the Houyhnhnms,
who had ever feen me at his houfe or their own :
for they alledged, that becaufe I had fome rudi-
ments of reafon, added to the natural pravity of thofe
animals, it was to be feared, I might be able to feduce
them into the woody and mountainous parts of the
country, and bring them in troops by night to de-
ftroy the Houyhnhnms cattle, as being naturally of
the ravenous kind, and averfe from labour.

My malter added, that he was daily prefled by
the Houyhnhnms of the neighbourhecod to have
the affembly’s exhortation executed, which he could
not put off much longer. He doubted it would be
impoflible for me to iwim to another country; and
therefore wilthed T would contrive fome fort of ve-
hicle refembling thofe I had defcribed to him, that

might
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might carry me on the fea : in which work I
fhould have the affiftance of his own {ervants, as
well as thofe of his neighbours. He concluded,
that, for his own part, he could have been content
to keep me in his {ervice as long as1 lived; becaufe
he tound I bad cured myfelf of fome bad habits
and difpofitions, by endeavouring, as far as my n-
ferior nature was capable, to imitate the Hoyuhn-
hnms,

I fhould here obferve to the reader, that a de-
cree of the general aflembly in this country is expref-
fed by the word hnhlsayn, which fignifies an exhortati-
on as near asI can render it; for they have no concep-
tion how a rational creature may be compelled, butonly
advifed, or exhorted ; becaufe no perfon can difo-
bey reafon without giving up his claim to be a ra-
tional creature.

I was ftruck with the utmoft grief and defpair at
my mafter’s difcourfe : and being unable to fup-
port the agonies I was under, I fell into a {woon at
his feet : when I came to myfelf, he told me, that
he concluded I had been dead (for thefe people are
{ubjet to no fuch imbecilities of nature) Ianfwered,
in a faint voice, thatdeath would have been too great
an happinefs ; that although I could not blame the
aflembly’s exhortation, or the urgency of his friends;
yet, in my weak and corrupt judgement, 1 thought
it might confift with reafon to be lefs rigorous: that
I could not fwim a league, and probably the near-
eft land to theirs might be diftant above an hun-
dred + that many materials neceflary for making a
fmali veflel to carry me off, were wholly wanting
in this country, which however 1 would attempt in
obedience and gratitude to his honour, although I
concluded the thing to be impofiible, and theretore
looked on myfelt as already devoted to deftrudtion :
that the certain profpect of an unnatural death was
the leaft of my evils : for fuppofing I thould efcape
with life by fome ftrange adventure, how could I

think
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think with temper of pafling my life among yahoos
and relapfing into my old corruptions for want of
examples to lead and keep me within the paths of
virtue : that | knew too well, upon what folid rea-
{ons all the determinations of the wife Houyhnhno ¢
were founded, n-t to be fhaken by arguments
of mine, a milerable yahoo; and thercfore, after
prefenting him with my humble thanks for the
offer of his fervants afliftance in making a vel-
{el, and defiring a reafomable time for fo difficult a
work, I told him | would endeavour to preferve a
wretched being; and if, ever I returned to Eng-
land, was not without hopes of being ufeful to my
own fpecies, by cclebrating the prailes of the re-
nowned Houyhohnms, and propofing their virtues
to the imitation of mankind.

My matfter, in a few words, made a very graci-
ous reply, allowed me the fpace of two months to
finith my boat, and ordered the forrel nag, my fel-
low-fervant (for fo at this diftance I may prefume
to call him), to follow my inftruétions ; becaufe I
told my mafter, that his help would be fufficient,
and I knew he had a tendernefs for me.

In his company, my firft bufinefs was to go to
that part of the coaft, where my rebellious crew
had ordered me to be fet on fhore. I got upon a
height, and looking onevery fide into the fea, fan.
cied I faw a fmall Ifland towards the N. E. I took
out my pocket-glafs, and could then clearly diftin-
guifh it about five leagues off, asI computed ; but
itappeared to the forrel nag to be only a blue cloud
for as he had no conception of any country befide
his own,{o he could not be asexpert in diftinguifh-
ing remote objeéts at fea, as we who fo much
converfe in thatelemrent.

After I had difcovered this ifland, I confidered no
farther ; burt refolved, it thould, if poilible, be the
firft place of my banifhment, leaving the confe-
quence to fortune,

2 I re-
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I returned home, and confulting with the forrel-
nag, we went into a copfe at fome diftance, where
I with my knife, and he with a thort flint, faftened
very artificially after their manner toa wooden han-
dle, cut down feveral oak-wattles, about the thick-
nels of a walking-ftaff, and {fome larger pieces. But
I fhall not trouble the reader with a particular def-
cription of my own mechanics ; let it fuffice to
fay, that in {ix weeks time, with the help of the
{orrel nag, who performed the parts that required
moft labour, I finifhed a fort of Indian canoe, but
much larger, covering it with the {kins of yahoos
well ftitched together with hempen threads of my
own making. My fail was likewife compofed of
the fkins of the fame animal; but I made ufe of
the youngelt 1 could get, the older being too tough
and thick ; and I likewife provided myfelf with four
paddles. I laidina ftock of boiled fleth, of rab-
bets and fowls; and took with me two veflels, one
lled with milk, and the other with water.

I tried my canoe in a large pond near my maf-
ter’s houfe, and then correéted in it what was amifs;
ftopping all the chinks with yahoo’s tallow, tll I
found it fraunch and able to bear me and my
freight. And, when it was as complete as I could
poflibly make it, I had it drawn on a carriage very
gently by yahoosto the fea-fide, under the conduct
of the forrel-nag, and another fervant.

When all was ready, and the day came for my
departure, I took leave of my mafter and lady, and
the whole family, mine eyes flowing with tears, and
my heart quite funk with grief. But his honour,
out of curiofity, and perhaps (if I may fpeak it
without vanity), partly out of kindnefs, was derer-
mined to fee me in my canoe'; and got feveral of
his neighbouring friends to accompany him. Iwas
forced to wait above an hour for the tide, and then

“obferving the wind very fortunately bearing towards
the ifland to which I intended to ftcer my courfe, T
Vor. V. Hh took
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took a fecond leave of my mafter: but, as I was
going to proftrate myfclf ro kifs his hoof, he did
me the honour to raife it gently to my mouth. I
am not ignorant how much I have been cenfured
for mentioning this laft particular, DPetraétors are
pleafed to think it improbable, that fo illuftrious
a perfon fhould defcend to give fo great a
mark of diflinétion to a creature fo inferior as
I. Neither have I forgotten how apt fome travel-
lers are to boaft of extraordinary favours they have
recetved.  Bur, if thefe cenfurers were better ac-
quainted with the noble and courteous difpofition
of the Houyhnhnms, they would foon change their
U;?ll“(’ﬂ.

I paid my refpeéls tothe reft of the Houyhnhnms
in his honour’s compaoy ; then getting  into
my canoe, I pufhed off from fhore.

SRR 2R S SNEDEEACTANTOERR
CHAP XL

The author’s dangerous voyage. He arrives at New
Holland, hoping to [ettle there. Is wounded with
an arrow by one of the natives. Is feized and car-
ried by force into a Portgueze fbip.  The great ci-
vilities of the captain. The author arrives at Eng-
land,

I BEGAN this defperate voyage on February 1¢,

1714-15, at 9 o'clock in the morning. The
wind was very favourable ; however I made ufe at
firft only of my paddles; but confidering I fhould
foon be weary, and that the wind might chop a-
bout, I venrured to fet up my litle fail; and thus,
with the help of the tide, I went at the rate of a
lcague and a half an hour, as near as 1 could guefs.

My mafter and his friends continued on the thore,

till
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Wll T was almoft out of fight; and I often heard
the forrel nag (who always loved me) crying out
bnuy illa nyba majab yahso, Take care of thy felf
gentle yahoo

My defign was, if pofiible, to difcover fome
fmall ifland uninhabited, yet {ufficient by my la-
bour to furnith me with the neceffarics of life,
which I would have thought a greater happinels
than to be firft minifter in the politelt court of
Europe; fo horrible was the idea 1 conceived of
returning o live in the fociety, and under the
governmant of yahoos. For, in fuch a folitade as
T defired, I could at leaft enjoy my own thoughts,
and reflect with delight on the virtues of thofe ini-
mitable Houyhnhnms, without any opportunity of
degenerating into the vices and corrupiions of my
own f{pecies.

The reader may remember what I related, when
my Crew confpired againft me, and confined me
to my cabbin: How 1 continued there {everal
weeks without knowing what courfe we took ; and
when I was put a fhore in the long boat, how the
{ailors told me with oaths, whether true or falle,
that they knew not in what part of the world we
were. However, 1 did then believe us to be about
ten degrees fouthward of the Gape of Good Hope,
or about 45 degrees {outhern latitude, as 1 gathered
from fome gcm‘mlwords | overheard among thew,
being I fuppofed to the fouth-eaft in their intended
voyage 1o Madagalcar. And although this were
but. lictle better than conjecture, yet I reflolved to
fteer my courfe ealt-ward, hoping to reach the
fouth-weft coalt of New-Holland, and perhaps
fome fuch ifland as I defired lying weftward of it.
The wind was full weft, and, by fix in the evening,
1 computed 1 had gone eaft-ward at leaft eightecn
Jeagues ; when I {picd a very {fmali ifland about half
a league off, which I foon reached. It was nothing
bur a rock with one creek naturally arched by the

H ht'z force
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force of tempefts. Here I put in my canoe, and
climbing a part.of the rock, I could plainly dif-
cover land to the eaft, extending from fouth to
north, I lay ill night in my canoc; and repeating
my voyage early in the morning, I arrived in feven
hours at the fouth-caft point of New Holland.
This confirmed me in the opinion I have long en-
tertained, that the maps and charts place this coun-
try atgleaft three degrees more to the eaft than it
veally is ;' which thought I communicated many
years ago to my worthy friend, Mr. Herman Moll,
and gave him my reafons for it, although he hath
rather chofen to follow other authors.

I faw no inhabitants in the place where I landed,
and being unarmed, I was afraid of venturing far
into the country. I found fome fhell-fith on the
fhore, and eat them raw, not daring to kindle a fire
for fear of being difcovered by the natives. Icon-
tinued three days feeding on oyfters and limpits, to
fave my own provifions ; and I fortunately found
a brook of excellent water, which gave me great
relief.

On the fourth day, venturing out early a little
too far, I faw twenty or thirty natives upon a
heighr, not above five hundred yards from me.
They were ftark-naked, men, women, and chil-
dren, round a fire, as | could difcover by the fmoke.
One of them fpied me, and gave notice to the reft ;
five of them advanced towards me, leaving the wo-
men and children at the fire I made what hafte
I could to the fhore, and getting into my canoe,
ihoved off : the favages obferving me retreat, ran
after me; and, before | could ger far enough into
the fea, difcharged an arrow, which wounded me
deeply on the infide of my left knee (1 fhall carry
the mark to my grave). [ apprehended the arrow
might be poifoned, and paddling out of the reach
of their darts (being a calm day) I made a fhift 10
fuck the wound, and drefs it as well as ! could.

I was
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I was at a lofs what to do, for I durft not return
to the fame landing place, but ftood to the north,
and was forced to paddle; for the wind, though
very gentle, was againft me, blowing north -weft.
As | was looking about for a fecure landing-place,
1 faw a fail to thesnorth north eaft, which appear-
ing every minute more vifible, I was in fome doubt
whether I fhould wait for them or no ; but at 1t
my deteftation of the yahoo race prevailed ; and
turning my canoe, I failed and paddled together
to the fouth, and got into the fame creek from
whence 1 fet out in the morning, chufing rather to
truft myfelf among thefe Barbarians, than live
with, European yahoos. Idrew up my canoc as
clofe as I could to the fhore, and hid myfelf behind
a ftone by the litde brook, which, as I have alrea-
dy faid, was excellent water.

The fhip caine within half a league of this creek,
and fent out her long boat with veflels to take in
frefh water (for the place, it feems, was very well
known) ; but [ did not obferve it, till the boat was
almoft on fhore ; and it was too late to feek ano-
ther hiding place. The feamen at their landing
obferved my cance, and rummaging it all over,
cafily conjectured that the owner could not be far
off. " Four of them, well armed, {earched every
cranny and lurking holes till at laft they found me
flat on my face behind 2 ftone. They gazed a
while in admiration at my ftrange uncou'h drefs ;
my coat made of fkins, my wooden foaled ihoes,
and my- furred ftockings ; from whence however
they concluded, I was not a native of the place,
who all go naked. One of the feamen, in Portu-
gueze, bid me rife, and afked who I was. I un-
derftood that language very well, and getting upon
my feet, faid 1 was a poor yahoo banifhed from
the Houyhohnms, and defired they would pleafe
to let me depart. They admired to hear me an-
fwer them in their own tongue, and faw, by my

complexion,
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complexion, I muft be an European; but were at
a lofs to know what I meant by yahoos and Houy-
hnhnms, and at the fame time fell a laughing at
my ftrange tone in fpeaking, which refembled the
neihing of a horfe. 1 trembled all the' while be-
twixt fear and hatred. 1 again defired leave to de-
part, and was pently moving to my canoe; but
they luid hold on me, defiring to know, what
country I was of ? whence I came? with many o-
ther qu-fiions. I told them I was born in Eng-
land, trom whence I came about five years ago,
and then their country and ours were at peace. I
therefore hoped they would not treat me as an e-
nemy, fince I meant them no harm, but was a
poor yahoo fecking fome defolate place where to
pafs the remainder of his unfortunate life.

When they began to talk, 1 thought I never
heard or faw any thing fo unnatural ; for it appear-
ed to me as monftrous, as if a dog or cow thould
fpeak in England, or a yahoo in Houyhnhnm-land.
The honeft Portuguefe were equally amazed at my
firange drefs, and the odd manoer of delivering my
words, which however they underftood very well.
They {poke to me with great humanity, and faid
they were fure the caprain would carry me grafis
to Lifbon, from wherce I might return to my own
country ; that two of the feamen would go back to
the thip, intorm the captain of what they had feen
and receive his orders 3 in the mean time, unlefs I
would give my folemn oath not to fly, they would
fecure me by force. | thought it beft to comply
with their propofal. They were very curious to
know my ftory, but I gave them very litle fatis-
fa&tion; and they all conjetured, that my mif
foriunes had impaired my reafon. In two hour,
the boat, which went loaden with veflcls of waters
returned with the captain’s command to fetch me
on board. 1 {ell on my knees to preferve my li-
berty, but all was in vain; and the men having

tied
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tied me with cords, heaved me into the boat, from
whence I was taken idto the fhip, and from thence
into the captain’s cabbin.

His name was Pedro de Mendez; he was a very
courteous and generous perfon; he intreated me
to give fome account of mylelf, and defired to
know what I would eat or drink; faid I fhould be
ufed as well as himfelf, and fpoke fo many obli-
oing things, that I wondered to find fuch civilities
from a yzhoo. However, I remained filent and
fullen ; I was ready to faint at the very fmell of
him and his men. At laft I defired fomething to
eat out of my own canoe ; but he ordered me a
chicken, and fome cxcellent wine, and then di-
rected that I fhould be put to bed in a very clean
cabbin. I would not undrefs myf¢lf, but lay on
the bed cloaths, and in half an hour ftole out,
when I thought the erew was at dinner, and get-
ting to the fide of the fhip, was geing to leap into
the fea, and fwim for my life, rather than conti-
nue among yahoos: but one of the feamen pre-
vented me, and having informed the captain, I was
chained to my cabbin.

After dinner, Don Pedro came to me, and de-
fired to know my reafon for fo defperate an at-
tempt ; affured me, he only meant to do me all
the {ervice he was able, and {poke fo very moving-
ly, that at laft I defcended to treat him like an
animal which had fome little porticn of reafon. I
gave him 2 very fhort relation of my voyage; of
the confpiracy againit me by my own men ; of the
country where they fet me oa fhore, and of my
five years refidence there: All which he looked
upon, as if it were a dream or a vifion, whereat I
took great offence ; for I had quite forgot the fa-
culty of lying, fo peculiar to yahoos in all coun-
tries where they prefide, and confequently the dif-
pofition of fufpecting truth in others of their own
{pecies. I afked him, whether it were the cuftom

in
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in his country to [ay the thing which was not? 1
affured him, I had almoft forgot what he meant
by falfehood, and, if I had lived a thoufand years
in Houyhnhnm-land, I thould never have heard a
lye from the meancft fervant ; that I was altogether
indifferent whether he believed me or no; but
however, in return for his favours, I would give
{o much allowance to the corruption of his nature,
as to anfwer any objeCtion he would pleale to make
and then he might eafily difcover the truth,

The caprain a wife man, after many endeavours
to catch me tripping in {ome part of my ftory, at
laft began to have a better opinion of my veracity.
But he added, that, fince I profcfied fo inviolable
an attachment to truth, I muft give him my word
and howour to bear him company in this vayage,
without attempting any thing again{t my lite, or
elfe he would continue me a prifoner till we arriyed
at Lifbon. I gave him the promife he required ;
but at the fame rime protefted, that I would fuffer
the greateft hardthips, rather than return to live
among yahoos.

Our voyage pafled without any confiderable ac-
cident. In gratitude to the captain, I fometimes
fat with him at his earneft requeft, and ftrove to
conceal my antipathy againft human kind, al-
though it often broke out; which he fuffered to
pafs without obfervation. But the greateft part of
the day I confined myfclf to my cabbin, to avoid
feeing any of the crew. The captain had often in-
treated me to ftrip myfelf of my favage drefs, and
offered to lend me the beft fuit of cloaths he had.
This I would nor be prevailed on to accept, abhor-
ring to cover myfclf with any thing that had been
on the back of a yahoo, [ only defired he would
lend me two clean fhirrs, which, baving been
wafhed fince he wore them, I believed would not
fo much defile'me. Thefe I charged every fecond
day, and wafhed them myfelf.
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We arrived at Lifbon, Nov. 5. 1715. Atour
Janding, the captain forced me to cover myfelf
with his cloak, to prevent the rabble from croud=
ing about me. I was conveyed to his own houfe;
and at my earneft requeft he led me up to the
higheft room backwards. I conjured him to con-
ceal from all perfons what I had told him of the
Houyhnhnms ; becaufe the leaft hint of fucha
frory would not only draw numbers of people to
fee me, but probably put me in danger of being
imprifoned or burnt by the inquifition. 'The cap=
tain perfuaded me to accept 2 {uit of cloaths newly
made ; but I would not fuffer the ‘taylor to take
my meafure, However. Don Pedro being almoft
of my fize, they fitted me well enough. He ac-
coutred me with other peceflaries, all new, which
1 aired for twenty-four hours, before I would 'ufe
them.

'The captain had no wife, nor above three fer-
vants, none of which were fuffered to attend at
meals ; and his whole deportment was {o obliging,
added to very.good human underftanding, thatl
really began to tolerate his company. He gained
fo far upon me, thatl ventured to look out of
the back window. By degrees I was brought in-
to another room, from whence I peeped into the
fireet, but drew my head back in a fright. In
a week’s time he feduced me down to the door. I
found my terror gradually leflened, but my hatred
and contempt feemed 1o increafe.. I was at laft
bold enough to walk the fireet in his company, but
kept my nofe well ftopped with rue, or {fometimes
with tobacco.

In ten days, don Pedro, to whom I Fad given
fome account of my domeftic affairs, put it upon
me as a matter of honour and confcience, that I
ought to return to my native country, and live at
home with my wife and children. He told me;
there was an linglifh fhip in the port juft.ready to

Vor. V. i fail,
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fail, and he would furnifh me with all things ne-
ceffary. It would be tedious to repeat his argu=
ments, and my contraditions. He faid it was al-
together impofiible to find fuch a folitary ifland as
I had defired to live in; but I might command in
my own houfe, and pafs my time in a manner as
reclufe as I pleafed.

I complied at laft, finding I could not do better.
I left Lifbon, the 24th day of November, in an
£nglith merchant-man, but who was the mafter I
never enquired. Pon Pedro accompanied me to
the fhip, and lent me twenty pounds. He took kind
leave of me, and embraced me at parting, which I
bore as well as [ could. During this laft voyage, I
had no commerce with the mafter, or any of his
men 5 but pretending I was fick, kept clofe in my
cabbin, On the sth of December 1715, we caft
anchor in the Downs about nine in the morning,
and at three inthe afternoon I got fafe to my houle
at Rotherhithe,

My wife and family received me with great fur-
prize and joy, becaufe they concluded me certainly
dead ; but 1 muft freely confefs the fight of them
filled me only with hatred, difguft, and contempt ;
and the more by refleting on the near alliance I
had to them. For although, fince my unfortunate
exile from the Houyhnhnm ecountry, I had com-
pelled myfelf to tolerate the fight of yahoos, and
to converfe with Don Pedro de Mendez, yet my
memory and imagination were perperually filled
with the virtues and ideas of thofe exalted Houyh-
nhnms. And when I began to confider, that, by
copulating with one of the yahoo fpecies, I had be-
come a parent of more, it ftruck me with the ut-
moft fhame, confufion, and horror.

As foon as | entered the houfe, my wite took
me in her arms, and kifled me; at which, not ha-
ving been ufed to the touch of that odious animal
for fo many years, I fell into a fwoon for almoft an

hour,
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hour. At the time I am writing, it is five years
fince my laft return to England * : dvring the firft
year | could not endure my wife or children in my
prefcncc: the very {mell of them was intolerable ;
much lefs could I fuffer them to eat in the fame
room. To this hour they dare not prefume to
touch my brecad, or drink out of the fame cup;
neither was 1 ever able to let them take me by the
hand. 71he firft money I lzid out was to buy two
young ftone-horfes, which I keep in a good {table,
and next to them the groom is my greateft favour-
ite; for 1 feel my ipirits revived by the {mell he
contra&ts in the ftable. My horfes underftand me
tolerably well ; 1 converfe with them at leaft four
hours every day. They are firangers to bridle or
faddle; they live ia great amity with me, and
friend(hip to cach other.

% This was intended as a mark, whereby the exaét point of time,
awhen Dr. Swift had finithed this noble and grand performance, whick,
in the prophetic ftyle of his friend Pope, will in future ages be the
admiration of all men, fhould be known to pofterity, Swifts
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The author’s veracity, His defign in publifbing this
work. His cenfure of thefe travellers who fwerve
Srom the truth. The authir clears hmfelf from any
finifler ends in writing. dn cbjeltion anfwered.
“The method of planting colonies. His native country
- commended. Treright of the crown to thofe countries

deferibed by the author, is juflified. The difficulty

' of conguering them  The authr takes his laft leave

of the reader 5 propofith his manner of living for the

future ; gives good advice, and concludeth.

HUS, gentle reader, I have given thee a faith-
tul hittory of my travels for fixteen years and
above feven months; wherein I have not been fo
ftudious of ornament as of truth. I could perhaps,
like others, have aftonifhed thee with ftrange im-
probable tales; but I rather chofe to relate plain
matter of falt in the fimpleft manner aud ftyle ; be-
caufe my principal defign was to inform, and not
to amufe thee.

It is eafy for us who travel into remote countries,
which are feldom vifited by Englithmen, or other
Europeans, to form deferiptions of wonderful ani-
mals both at fea and land. Whereas a traveller’s

* I muft confefs, in the fpirit of candour and fincerity, that I
heartily with this 12th chapter, which is, without exception, the
y dulleft piece (at leaft that I can remember,) in his whole writings,
¢ either burnt or annihilated. This indeed, like the reft of his
cs, I could ealily have paffed over uncenfured ; perhaps they never
obferved it : and yet all that T mean by this gentle feverity, (for I de-
fpife the reputation of a little cenfuring critic, ) is, to thew the world,
that T would fcorn to approve, through thick and thin, the works of
the moft approved, confummate geniusy in defpite to that little know-
‘ledge which I have endeavoured to acquire, as a direétion to my own
tafte and judgement, Swif?,
chief
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chief aim fhould be to make men wifer and bctter,
and to improve their minds by the bad, as well as
pood examples, of what they deliver cencerning
foreign places.

! could heartly with a law was enacted, that eve-
ry traveller, before he were permitted to publith
his voyages, thould be obliged to make oath before
the Lord High Chancellor, that all he intended to
print was ablfolutely true to the beft of his know-
ledge; for then the world would no longer be de-
ceived, as it ufually is; while fome writers, to make
their works pafs the better upon the public, in:pofe
the grofltft falfitics on the unwary reader. I have
perufed feveral books of travels with great delight
in my younger days; but having fince gone over
moft parts of the globe, and been able to contra-
di¢t many fabulous accounts from my own obfer-
vation, it hath given me a great difguft againft this
part of reading, and fome indignation to {ee the
credulity of mankind fo impudently abufed. There-
fore, fince my acquaintance were pleafed to think
my poor endeavours might not be unacceptable 10
sy country, Iimpofed on myfelfas a maxim never
to be fwerved from, that I would /riétly adhere 1o
¢ruth; neither indeed canI be ever under the leaft
temptation to vary from it, while I retain in my
.mind the le€tures and example of my noble maiter,
and the other illuftrious Houyhnhoms, of whom
I had fo long the honour to be an humble hearer.
Nec fi miferum fortuna Sinonem
Finxit, vanum etiam, mendacemque, improba finget.

I know very well how litde reputation is to be
got by writings, which require neither genius nor
learning, nor indeed any other talent, except a
good memory, or an exa@ journal. | know like-
wife, that writers of travels, like di¢tionary-makers,
are {funk into oblivion, by the weight and bulk of
thofe who came laft, and therefore lic uppermott.
And it is highly probable, that fuch tavellers, Br]hc;

al
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{hall hereafter vifit the countries defcribed in this
work of mine, may, by detedting my errors, (if
there be any,) and adding many new difcoveries of
their own, juftle me out of vogue, and ftand in my
place, making the world forget that ever I was an
author. This indeed would be too great mortifica-
tion, if I wrote for fame : but as my fole intention
was the public good, 1 cannot be altogether difap-
pointed. For who can read of the virtues T have
mentioned in the glorious Houyhnhoms without
being afthamed of his own vices, when he confiders
himfelf as the reafoning, governing animal of his
country ? I fhall fay nothing of thofe remote nati-
ons, where yahoos prefide; amongft which the
leaft corrupted are the Brobdingnagians, whofe
wife maxims in morality and government it would
be our happinefs to obferve. But I forbear def-
canting farther, and rather leave the judicious rea-
der to his own remarks and applications.

I am not a little pleafed, that this work of mine
can poffibly meet with no cenfurers : for what ob-
je&@ion can be made againft a writer, who relates
only plain fadts, that happened in fuch diftant coun-
tries, where we have no: the leaft intereft with re-
fpect cither to trade or negotiations ? I have care-
fully avoided every fault, with which common
writers of travels are often too juftly charged. Be-
fides I meddle not in the leaft with any party, but
write without paffion, prejudice, or ill-will againft
any man, or number of men whatfoever. T write
for the nobleft end, to inform and inftruct man-
kind, over whom I may, without breach of mo-
defty, pretend to fome fuperiority, from the ad-
vantages I received by converfing fo long among
the moft accomplifhed Houyhnhnms, I write with-
out any view towards profit or praife * I never fuf-
fer a word to pafs, that may look like refletion, or
pofiibly give the leaft offence, even to thofe who are
moft ready to take it. Sp that I hope, I may with

juftice
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juftice pronounce mylelf an author perfectly blame-
lefs; againft whom the tribes of an{werers, confi-
derers, obfervers, reflecters, deteéters, remarkers,
will never be able to find matter for exercifing their
talents,

[ confefs, it was whifpered to me, that I was
bound in duty, as a fubject of England, to have
given in a memorial to a {ecretary of ftate at my
firft coming OVErT 3 becaufe, whatever lands are
difcovered by a fubjed, belong to the crown. But I
doubt whether our conquefts, in the countries I
treat of, would be as eafy as thofe of Ferdinando
Cortez over the naked Americans. The Lilliputi-
ans, | think, are hardly worth the charge of a
fleet and army to reduce them; and I queftion
whether it might be prudent or fafe to attempt the
Brobdingnagians : Or whether an Englith army
would be much at their eafe with the flying ifland
over their heads. The Houyhohnms, indeed, ap-
pear not to be fo well prepared for war, a {cienceto
which they are perfect ftrangers, and efpecially a-
gainft miffive weapons. However, {uppofing myfelf
to be a minifter of ftate, I could never give my ad-
vice for invading them. Their prudence, unani-
mity, unacqunimcdncﬁ with fear, and their love of
their country, would amply fupply all defects in
the military art, Imagine twenty thoufand ot them
breaking into the midlk of an European army,
confounding the ranks, overturning the carriages,
battering the warriors faces into mummy by terrible
yerks from their hindex-hoofs ; for they would well
deferve the charater given to Auguftus : Recalci-
trat undigue tutus. But inftead of propofals for
conquering that magnanimous nation, I rather wifh
they were in a capacity, or difpofition, to fend a
{ufficient number of their inhabitants for civilizing
Europe, by teaching us the firft principles ot ho-
nour, julftice, truth, temperance, public fpirit, for-
titude, chafity, friendfhip, benevolence, and fide~

lity ;
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lity: the names of all which virtues are ftill retain-
ed among us in moft languages, and are to be met
with in modern, as well as ancient authors; which
T am able to affert from my own {mall reading.

But I had another reafon, which made me lefs
forward to enlarge his Majelty’s dominions by my
difcoveries : To fay the truth, I had conceived a
few fcruples with relation to the diftributive juftice
of princes upon thofe occafions. For inftance, a
crew of pyrates are driven by a ftorm, they know
not whither ; at length a boy difcovers land from
the top maft ; they go on fhore to rob and plunder ;
they fee an harmlefs people, are entertained with
kindnefs; they give the country a new name; they
take formal poficflion of it for their king ; they fee
up a rotten plank or a {tone for a memorialj they
murder two or three dozen of the natives, bring
away a couple more by force for a fample, return
home, and get their pardon  Here commences a
new dominion, acquired with a title by divine right.
Ships are fent with the firft opportunity ; rhe natives
driven out or deltroyed ; their princes torrured to
difcovertheir gold ; a free licence given to all aéts of
inhumanity and luft ; the earth reeking with the
blood of its inhabitants : and this execrable crew of
butchers employved in fo pious an expedition, is a
modern co'ony, {ent to convert and civilize an idola-
trous and barbarous people.

Bur this defeription, I confefs, doth by no means
affeét the Bririth nation, who may be an example
to the whole world, for the wiliom, care, and
juftice in planting colonies; their liberal endow-
ments for the advancement of religion and learn-
ing ; their choice of devout and able paftors to pro-
pagate Chriftianity ; their caution in ftocking their
provinces with people of fober lives and converfa-
tions, from this the mother kingdom ; their firilk
regard ro the diftribution of juftice, in fupplying
the civil adminiftration through all their colonies

1 with
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with officers of the greateft abilities, utter ftrangers
to corruption; and to crown all, by fending the
moft vigilant and virtuous governors, who have no
other views than the happinels of the people over
whom they prefide, and the honour of the King
their mafter.

But as thofe countries, which I have defcribed,
do not appear to have any defire of being conquer-
ed, and enflaved, murdered or driven out by colo-
nies; nor abound either in gold, filver, fugar, or
tobacco; I did humbly conceive, they were by no
means proper objects of our zeal, our valour, or
our intereft. However, if thofe, whom it more
concerns, think it fit to be of another opinion, I
am ready to depofe, when 1 {hall be lawfully called,
that no European did ever vifit thefe countries be-
fore me : I mean, if the inhabitants cught to be
believed ; unlefs a difpute may arife, concerning
the two yahoos faid te have been feen many ages
ago upon a mountain in Houyhnhnm-land.

Bur, as to the formality of taking poficflion in
my fovereign’s name, it never came Once into my
thoughts ; and if it had, yet, as my affairs then
ftood, 1 fhould perhaps in point of prudence and
felf-prefervation have put it off to a better opportu-
nity.

Having thus anfwered the only objection that
can ever be raifed againft me as a traveller; I here
take a final leave of all my courteous readers, and
return to €njoy my own {peculations in my little
garden at Redriff; to apply thofe excellent leflons
of virtue which 1 learned among the Houyhnhnms;
to inftruét the yahoos of my own family, as far as
I fhall find them docible animals; to behold my fi-
gure often in a glafs, and thus, if poffible, habitu-
ate myfelf by time to tolerate the fight of a human
creature ¢ to lament the brutality of Houyhnhnms
in my own country, but always treat their perfons
with refpeé for the fake of my noble mafter, his

Vor. V, Kk family,
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family, his friends, and the whole Houyhnhnm
race, whom thefe of ours have the honour to re-
fcmble in all their lineaments, however their intel-
letuals came to degenerate,

I began laft week to permit my wife to fit at
dinner with me at the fartheft end of a long table ;
and to anfwer (but with the utmoft brevity,) the
few queftions I afked her., Yet, the fmell of a ya-
hoo continuing very offenfive, I always kept my
nofe well {topped with rue, lavender, or tobacco-
leaves, And, although it be hard for a man late
in life to remove old habits, I am not altogether
out of hopes in fome time to fuffer a neighbour
yahoo in my company, without the apprehenfions
I am yet under of his teeth or his claws.

My reconcilement to the yahoo-kind in general,
might not be fo difficult, if they would be content
with thofe vices and follies only which Nature hath
intitled them to. I am not in the leaft provoked at
the fight of a lawyer, a pick-pocket, a colonel, a
fool, a lord, a gamefter, a politician, a whore-
monger, a phyfician, an evidence, a fuborner, an
attorney, a traitor, or the like : this is all accord-
ing to the due courfe of things; but when I behold
a lump of deformity and difeafes, both in body and
mind, fmitten with pride, it immediately breaks all
the meafures of my patience ; neither fhall I be ever
able to comprehend how fuch an animal, and {uch
a vice, could tally together. The wife and virtu-
ous Houyhnhnms, who abound in all excellencies
that can adorn a rational creature, have no name
for this vice in their language, which hath no terms
to exprefs any thing that is evil, except thofe where-
by they defcribe the deteftable qualities of their ya-
hoos, among which they were not able to diftinguith
this of pride, for want of thoroughly underftanding
human nature, as it theweth itfelf in other coun-
trics where that animal prefides: But I, who had

more
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more experience, could plainly obferve fome rudi-
ments of it among the wild yahoos.

But the Houyhnhnms, who live under the go-
vernment of reafon, are no more proud of the good
qualities they poflefs, than 1 {hould be for not
wanting a leg or an arm, which no man in his wits
would boaft of, although he muft be miferable with-
out them. I dwell the longer upon this {ubjeét,
from the defire I have to make the fociety of an
Englith yahoo by any means not infupportable ; and
therefore I here intreat thofe, who have any tinc-
ture of this abiurd vice, that they will not prefume
to come in my fight.

* ¢ To mortify pride, which indeed was not made for man, and
produces not only the moft ridiculous follies, but the moft extexfive
calamity, appears to have been one general view of the author in eve-
ry part of thefe travels. Perfonal {trength and beauty, the wildom
2nd the virtue of mankind, become objects, not of pride, but of hu-
mility, in the diminutive @tature and contemptible weaknefs of the
Lilliputians; in the horrid deformity of the Brobdingnagians ; in the
learned folly of the Laputians ; and in the parallel drawn between
our manners and thofe of the Houyhnhnms.

Swift's Gulliver is a diret, plain, and bitter fatire, againft the in-
numerable follies and corrupiions in law, politics, learning, morals,
and religion. And without difpute thefe manifold corruptions have,
in a courfe of ages, by the refinements and glofies of iniquitous men,
arrived at lait to fuch ftrength and effrontery, as to render it impofiible
for all the wit and genius that ever warmed the imagination of a [a=-
tirift, to lafh them with any degree of feveiity proportioned to that
excefs of perturbation and mifchief which they feverally occafion in
ths great circle of fociety, All therefore, which can be done by a
wife man, (feeing that by nature he is appointed to aét, for the fpace
of thirty, fifty, or feventy years, fome ridiculous filly part in this
fantaftic theatre of mifery, vice, and corruption,) is either to lament,
with Heraclitus, the iniquities of the world ; or, which is the more
chearful, and therefore 1 do prefume the more eligible courfe, tolaugh
with Demacritus, at all the knaves and fools upon earth. And ac-
cordingly we find, that Dr. Swift has, in thefe travels, exerted a fort
of ridicule and fatire, pointed {0 direétly againft the depravities of hu-
man kind, and fupported with fuch an abundance of wit and pleafan~
try, as indeed more than perfuade us to believe, that his intention was
either to laugh vice and immorality, if it were poflible, quite out of
the world ; or at leaft to avenge the caufe of virtue on all the patrons
or abettors of iniquity. Swift
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A TriTicaL Essay upon the FacurLTies
'3

of the Minp. *,

To

SIR,

BE I N G fo great a lover of antiguities, it- was

reafonable to fuppofe you would be very much
obliged witheany thing that was new. Ihave been
¢ of late offended with m: any writers of effays and
moral difcourfes, for running into ftale topics
and thread-bare quotations, and nor handling
¢ their fubject fully and cloig]y all which errors
I have carefully avoided in the following eflay,
which I have propofed for a pattern for young
writers to imitate. The thous,hts and obfervati-
ons being entirely new, the quotations untouched
by others, the {ubject of mighty importance, and
¢ treated with much order and perfpicuity, it hath
coft me a great deal of time ; and I defire you
will accept and canfider it as the utmoft effort of
¢ my genius.’

- o~
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HILOSOPHERS fay, that man is a microcofm,

or little world, rel}:mbling in miniature every

part of the great; and, in my opinion, the body
natural may be compared to the body politic ; and
if

* This effay will make you fmile, Orrery.

In this piece the fpirit of ridicule is very highly difplayed. The
author grawl) pretends, that this fub |Lc’t is of m1g"n importance j
that his fentiments are enti rely new ; that his quotations are untouch-
ed by others : and. above all, that he has treated his fubje@t with

much
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if this be fo how can the Epicurean’s opinion be
true, that the univerfe was formed by a fortuitous
concourfe of atoms ; which I will no more believe,
than that the accidental jumbling of the letters of
the alphabet could fall by chance into a moft inge-
nions and learned treatife of philofophy. * Rifum
teneatis amici ? [Hor.] This falfe opinion muft
needs create many more 3 itis like an error in the
firlt concodtion, which cannot be correéted in the
{econd ; the foundation is weak, and whatever fu-
perftructure you raife upon it, muft of neceffity
fall to the ground. Thus men arcled from one
error to another, until with Ixion they embrace a
cloud inftead of Juno; or, like the dog in the fa-
ble, lofe the fubftance in gaping at the fhadow : For
fuch opinions cannot cohere ; but like the iron and
clay in the taes of Nebuchadnezzar’s image, muft
feparate and break in picces. I have read in a cer-
tain author, ‘that Alexander wept, becaufe he had
no more worlds to conquer ; which he needed not
have done, if the fortuitous concourfe of atoms
could create one ; but this is an opinion fitter for
that many headed beaft the volgar to entertain, than
for fo wife a man as Epicurus ; tbe corrupt part of
his {cét only borrowed his name, as the monkey
did the cat’s claw to draw the chefnut out of the
fire.

However, the firft flep to the cure is to know the
difeafe ; and though truth may be difficult to find,

much order, fulnefs, and perfpicuity ; on which account he hath
propofed it as a pattern for young writers to imitate, and defires it
may be confidered as the utmoft effort of his genius, Whereas, in fad,
the fubject is of little importance, the fentiments are old and flale,
the quotations are thread bate : and to complete his ridicule, he has
treated his fubject in a light, carelefs, rambling, fuperficial manner,
without order, fulnefs, meaning, or perfpicuity : and therefore it is
only to be confidered, like the Meditation on a Broomitick, [Vcl. 7
p- 1c4] ina farcical, fatiric light, defigned purely to expofe the folly
and temerity of thefe brainlefs, illiterate fcribblers who are eternal-
ly plaguing their contemporarizs with a parcel of wild, incoherent
nonfenfical trafh,  Ssvifts
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becaufe, as the philofopher obferves, fhe lives in
the bottom of a well, yet we need not, like blind
men, grope in open day-light. I hope I may be
allowed among fo many far more learned men to
offer my mite, fince a ftander-by may fometimes per-
haps fec more of the game, than he that plays it.
But I do not think a philofopher obliged to ac-
count for every ph®aomenon in nature, or drown
himfelf with Ariftotle, for not being able to folve
the ebbing and flowing of the tide in that fatal fen-
tence he paft upon himfelf, Quia te non capio, tu capics
me. Wherein he was at once the judge and the crimi-
nal, the accufer and executioner. Socrates, on the
other hand, who faid he knew nothing, was pro-
nounced by the oracle to be the wifeft man in the
world.

But to return from this digreflion, I think it as
clear as any demonftration in Euclid, that nature
does nothing in vain; if we were able to dive into
her fecret recefles, we thould find that the {malleft
blade of grafs, or moft contemptible weed, has its
particular ufe: but fhe is chiefly admirable in her
minuteft compofitions ; the leaft and moit contemp-
tible infe& moft difcovers the art of nature, if I may
fo call it; though nature, which delights in variety,
will always twriumph over art : and as the poet ob-
{ferves,

Naturam expellas furca licet, ufque recurret, Hor,

But the various opinions of philofophers, have
fcattered through the world as many plagues of the
mind as Pandora’s box did thofe of the body, only
with this difference, that they have not lett hope
at the bottom. And if truth be not fled with A(l-
trea, fhe is certainly as hidden as the fource of the
Nile, and can be found only in Utopia. Not that
I would refle¢t on thefe wife fages, which would be
a fort of ingratitude; and he that calls a man uan-

grates
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grateful, fums up all the evil 2 man can be guilty
of,
Ingratum fi dixeris omnia dicis.

But what I blame the philofophers for (though
fome may think it a paradox), is chiefly their pride 3
nothing lefs than an ipfe dixit, and you muft pin
your faith on their fleeve. And though Diogenes
lived in a tub, there might be, for aught I know,
as much pride under his rags, as in the fine-fpun
parment of the divine Plato. Tt is reported of this
Diogenes, that when Alexander came to fee him,
and promifed to give him whatever he would afk,
the Cynic only anfwered, « take not from me what
« you canft not give me, but ftand from between
¢ me and the light;” which was almoft as extrava-
gant, as the philofopher that flung his money into
the fea, with this remarkable faying

How different was this man from the ufurer,
who being told his fon would fpend all he had gor,
replied, ¢ He cannot take more pleafure in fpend-
“ ing, than I did in getting it.” Thefe men could
{ee the faults of each other, but not their own ;
thofe they flung into the bag behind ; non videmus
id manticae quod in tergo ¢ff*. 1 may perhaps be
cenfured for my free opinions by thofe carping Mo-
mus’s whom authors worfhip as the Indians do the
devil, for fear. They will endeavour to give my
reputation as many wounds as the man inthe alma-
nack ; but I valué it not ; and perhaps, like flics,
they may buz fo often, about the candle, till they
burn their wings. They muft pardon me, if I ven-
ture to give them this advice, not to rail at what
they cannot underftand : it does but difcover that
felt-tormenting paffion of envy, than which the

+ Allvding to the fable of Phaedrus, that Jupiter had bung over
every man’s fheulder two fatchels, of which one hung before, and
contained the fanlts of his neighbour ; and the other behind, which
contained his own,

greateft
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greateft tyrant never invented a more cruel tor-
ment.
Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni
Tormentum majus Juov.

I muft be fo bold to tell my critics and witlings,
that they can no more judge of this, than a man
that is born blind can have any true idea of co-
lours. 1 have always obferved that your empty
veflels found loudeft : I value their lafhes as little
as the fea did thofe of Xerxes, when he whipped
it, 4. The utmoft favour a man can expect from
them is, that which Polyphemus promifed Ulyfles,
that he would devour him the laft: they think to
fubdue a writer as Cefar did his enemy, with a
vent, vidi, vici. 1 confefs I value the opinion of
the judicious few, a Rymer, a Dennis, or a W--k;
but for the reft, to give my judgement at once, I
think the long difpute among the philofophers a-
bout a vacuum may be determined in the affirma-
tive, that it is to be found in a critic’s head. They
are at beft but the drones of the learned world,
who devour the honey, and will not work thems
felves; and a writer need no more regard them,
than the moon does the barking of a liule fenfelefs
cur. For, io fpight of their terrible roaring, you
may with half an eye difcover the afs under the
lion’s {kin.

But to return to our difcourfe : Demofthenes
being afked what was the firfk part of an orator,
replied, aélion : what was the fecond, a&tion: what
was the third, afion : and {o on ad infinitum. This
may be true ia oratery; but contemplation in o-
ther things exceeds aétion. And therefore a wife
man is never lefs alone, than when he is alone :

Nunguam minus Sfelus, quam cum Jolus.
And "Archimedes, the famous mathematician,

4 Tt is told of Kerxcs, that when the fea broke down the bridge
of boats, which he had laid over the Hellefpont, fe ordered'it to be
lathed, and fetters to be thrown into it,

I was
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was fo intent.npon his problems, that he never
minded the foldier' who came to kill him. There-
fore, not to detract from the juft praife that be-
longs to.orators, they ought to confider that na-
ture, which give us two eyes to fee, and two ears
to hear, has given us but one tongue to {peak,
wherein however fome do- fo-abound, . that the
virtuofi, whohave been {o long in;fearch for the
perpetual motion, may infallibly-findiit there.

Some men admire republics, becaufe orators
flourifh there moft, and. are the great enemies of
tyranny : but my opirion is, that one tyrant is bet-
ter than a hundred.  Befides, thefe orators inflame
the people, whofe anger is really buta {hort fit of
madnefs.

dra furor brevis efl. Hog.

After which laws are like cobwebs, which may
catch fmall flies; but-let wafps and  hornets breal
through. - But in oratory the greateft artis to hide
art.

Artis eft celare artem

But this muft be the work of time; we muft lay
hold on all opportunities, and let {lip no occafion,
elfe we fhall be forced to weave Penclope’s web,
unravel in the night what we fpun in the day.
And therefore I have obferved, that time is paint-
ed with 2 lock before, and bald behind, fignifying
thereby, that we muft take time (as we {ay) by the
forelock, for when it is once paft, there is no re-
calling it.

The mind of man is at firft (if you will pardon
the expreflion) like a fabula rafa, or like wax,
which, while it is foft, is capable of any impreflion,
till time has hardened it. And at length death,
that grim tyrant, ftops us in the midft of our car-
reer. The greateft conquerors have at laft been
conquered by death, which fpares none, from the
fceptre to the fpade.

Mors omnibus communis.

Vor. V. L1 All




2066 A TRITICAL ESSAY, &c/

All rivers go to the fea, but none return from
it. Xerxes wept when he beheld his army, to con-
fider that in lefs than an hundred years they would
be all dead ¢ Anacreon was choaked with a grape-
ftone ; and violent joy kills as well as violent grief.
There is nothing in this world conftant, but in-
conftancy ; yet Plato thought, that if virtue would
appear to the world in hér own native drefs, all
men would be enamoured with her. But now,
fince intereft governs the world, and men neglect
the golden mean, Jupiter himfelf, if he came on
the carth, would be defpifed, unlefs it were, as he
did to Danae, in a golden fhower: for we now-a-
days worfhip the rifing fun, and not the fetting.

Danec eris felix multos numerabis amicos

Thus have I, in obedience to your commands,
ventured to expofe myfelf to cenfure in this critical
age. Whether T have done right to my fobjeét
muft be left to the judgement of the learned read-
er : however, I cannot but hope, that my attempt-
ing of it may be an encouragement for fome able
pen to perform it with more fuccefs.

PREDICTIONS
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Prepicrtions for the year 1708 *.

Wherein the month, and day of the month, are
{et down, the pcrfons named, and the great acti-
ons and events of next year particularly relat-
ed, as they will come to pafs.

Written to prevent the people of England from being
farther impofed on by the vulgar a/manack-makers.

ByISAAC BICKERSTAFF, Efq.

HAVE long confidered the grofs abufe of aftro-
logy in this kingdom, and upon debating the
matter with myfelf, 1 could not poffibly lay the

= Tt is faid, that the author, when he had writ this paper, and
being at a lofs what name to prefix to it, paffing through Longacre,
obferved a fign over a houfe where a lock fmith dwelt, avd found the
name Bickerflaff written under it 2 which being 2 name fomewhat un-
common, he chofe to call himfelf Jjaac Bickerfiaff. .This name was
foms time afterwards made ufe of by Sir Richard Steele, and Mr.
Addifon, in the Tatlers ; in which papers, as well as many of the
Speftators, itis well known, that the zuthor hac a confiderable part.
Dub. edit.

The papers which relate to Partridge the almanack-maker, are
entirely humorous = and although they are not only temporary but
local ; yet, by an art peculiar to gwift himfelf, they are rendered
smmortal, fo as to be read with pleafure, as long as the Englifh lan-
guage fubfifts. Orrery:

In the papers relating to Partridge the almanack-maker, thofe
who have a tafte for mirth and humour, will find abundance of en-
tertainment.  They ar defigned as a ridicule upon all that foolifh
tribe, who fet up for aftrologers, and without one rag of Jearring
arc great pretenders £0 {cience. Theelegy on Partridge (in vol. vii. P
204,) can mever be {ufficiently relifhed by thofe who are unacquaint=
cd with thofe whimfical traéts. However, it is a point worth ob=
ferving, that upon all occafions Dr. Swift remembered the fanatical
PArTY 3 neither would he allow a poor cobler, ftarmonger and quack,
togo out of the world, until, upon his death-bed, he had declared
himfelf a nonconformitt, and had a fanatic preacher @ be his fpiritual

guide, Swift.
il B fault




208 PREDICTIONS FOR

fault upon the art, but upon thofe grofs impoftors,
who fet up to be the artifts. T know feveral learn-
ed men have contended, that the whole is a cheat ;
that it'is abfurd and ridiculous to imagine, the ftars
can have any influence at all upon human attions,
thoughts, ‘or inclinations ; and whoever hath not
bent his {tudies'that way, may be excufed for think-
ing fo, when'he fees in how wretched a manner
that noble art is treated by a few mean illiterate
traders between us and the ftars ; who import a
yearly ftock of nonfenfe, lyes, folly, and imperti-
nence, which they offer to the world as genuine
from the planets, though they defcend from no
grearer a height than their own brains.

Iintend in a fhort time to publifh a large and
ratiomal defence of this art, and therefore fhall fay
no more in its juftification at prefent, than that it
hath been in all ages defended by many learned
men, and among the reft by Socrates himfelf, whom
I look upon as undoubtedly the wileft of uninfpir-
ed mortals; to which if we add, that thofe who
have condemned his art, though otherwife learned,
having been fuch as either did not apply their ftu-
dies this way, or at leaft did not fucceed in their
applications ; their teftimony will not be of much
weight to its difadvantage, fince they are liable to
the common objection of condemning what they
did not underftand.

Nor am I at all offended, or do I think it an in-
jury to the art, when I fee the common dealers in
it, the ffudents in aftrology, the philomaths, and the
reft of that tribe, treated by wile men with the ut-
moft fcorn and contempt ; but I rather wonder,
when I obferve gantlemen in the country, rich e-
nough to ferve the pation in parliament, poring
inte Patridge’s almanack, te find out the events of
the year, at home and abroad; not daring to pro-
pole a hunting match, till Gadbury or he have
fixed the weather.

I will
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I will allow either of the two I have mentioned,
or any other of the fraternity, to be not only aftro-
logers, but conjurers ‘tgo, if I do not produce a
hundred inftances in'all’their almanacks to con-
vince any reafonablé man, ‘that they ‘do not fo
much as underftand common grammar and {yntax;
that they are not able: to fpell any word out of the
ufual road, nor even in their prefaces to write
common fenfe or intelligible Englifh. Then for
their obfervations and prediftions, they are fuch
as will equally fuit any age or country in the world.
This month a certain great perfon will be threatened
with death or ficknefs. This the news-papers will
tell them ; for there we find at the end of the year,
that no month pafits without the death of {ome
perfon of note; and it would be hard, if it fhould
be otherwife, when there are at leaft two thoufand
perfons of note in this kingdom, many of them
old, and the almanack-maker has the liberty of
chufing the ficklieft feafon of the year, where he
may fix his prediction. Again, this month an emi-
nent clergyman will be preferred; of which there
may be fome hundreds, half of them with one foot
in the grave. Then, fuch a planet ‘in fuach a houfe,
Jhews great machinations, plots and confpiracies, that
may in time be brought to fight : after which, if we
hear of any difcovery, the 2 ftrologer gets the ho-
nour ; if not, his predi¢tion ftill ftands good. And
at laft. God preferve King William from all his open
and fecret enemics, dmen. When, if the King fhould
bappen to have died, the aftrologer plainly fore-
told it otherwife it paffeth but for the pious €ja-
culation of a loyal fubject ; though it unluckily
happened in fome of their almanaks, that poor
King William was prayed for many months after
he was dead, becaufe it fell out, that he died about
the beginning of the year.

To mention no more of their impertinent pre-
diftions, what have we to do with their advertife-

ments
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ments about pillt and drink for the wenereal difeafe 7
or their mutual quarrels in verfe and profe of Whig
and Tory, wherewith the ftars have litle to do?

Having long obferved and lamented thefe, and a
hundred other abufes of this art, too tedious to
repeat, I refolved to proceed in a new way, which
I doubt not will be to the general fatisfaétion of
the kingdom : I can this year produce but a fpeci-
men of what | defign for the future; having em-
ployed moft part of my time in adjufting and cor«
reting the calculations [ made fome years paf, be-
caufe 1 would offer nothing to the world, of which
I am not as fully fatisfied, as that I am now alive.
For thefe two laft years, I have not failed in above
one or two particulars, and thofe of no very great
moment. 1 exaétly foretold the mifcarriage at
Toulon, with all its particulars, and the lofs of
Admiral Shovel ; though I was miftaken as to the
day, placing that accident about thirty-fix hours
fooner than it happened; but upon reviewing my
fchemes, 1 quickly found the caufe of that error.
I likewife foretold the battle of Almanza to the
very day and hour, with the lofs on both fides,
and the confequences thereof. All which I fhew-
ed to fome friends many months before they hap-
pened, that is, I gave them papers {fealed up, to
open at fuch a time, after which they were at li-
berty to read them; and there they found my pre-
ditions true in every article, except oné oI [WO
very minute,

As for the few following predictions I now offer
the world, I forebore to publifh them, till I had
perufed the feveral almanacks for the year we are
now entered upon. I found them all in the ufual
firain, and | beg the reader will compare their
manner with mine: and here I make bold to tell
the world, that I lay the whole credic of my art
upon the truth of thefe predictions; and I will be
content, that Partridge, and the reft of his clan,
smay
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may hoot me for a cheat and impoftor, if I'fail in
any fingle particular of moment. I believe, any
man who reads this paper, will look upon me to
be at leaft a perfon of as much honefty and under-
ftanding, as a common maker of almanacks. 1do
not lurk in the dark ; I am not wholly unknown
in the world ; I have fer my name at length, to be
a mark of infamy to mankind, if they thall find I
deceive them. 302

In one point I muft defire to be forgiven, that 1
talk more fparingly of home-affairs: as it would be
imprudence to difcover fecrets of frate, fo it might
be dangerous to my perfon ; but in fmaller matters,
and fuch as are not of public. confequence, 1 fhall
be very free; and the truth of my conjeétures will
as much appear from thefe as the other. As for
the moft fignal events abroad, in France, Flanders,
ltaly and Spain, I fhall make no {cruple to prediét
them in plain terms : fome of them are of impor-
tance, and I hope I fhall feldom miftake the day
they will happen; therefore, I think good to in-
form the reader, thar Iall along make ufe of the
old flyle, obferved in England, which I defire he
will compare with that ot the news-papers, at the
time they relate the ations I mention.

I muft add ope word more: I know it hath been
the opinion of {everal learned perfons, who think
well enough of the true art of aftrology, that the
ftars do only incline, and ‘not force the adtions or
wills of men: and therefore, however kmay pro-
ceed by right rules, yer I cannot in prudence fo
confidently affare the events will follow exadtly as I
predict them. :

I hope I have naturally confidered this objection,
which in fome cafes is of no little weight. For ex-
ample : a man may, by the influence of an over-
ruling planet, be difpoled or inclined to luft, rage,
or avarice, and yet by the force of reafon overcome
that cvil influence ; and this was the cafe of Socra-

tes
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tes ¥: but the great events. of the world, ufually
depending upon numbers of men, it cannot be ex-
peted they thould all unite to crofs their inclinati-
ons, for purfuing a general delign, wherein they
unanimoufly agree. Befides, the influence of the
ftars reaches to many actions and events, which are
not any 'way in the pewer of reafon; as ficknefs,
death, 'and what we commonly call accidents, with
many more necedlefs to repeat.

But_now it is time to prioceed to my predictions,
which L have begun te calculate from the time that
the fun enters into Aries.' And this 1 take to be
properly:the beginning of the natural year. I pur-
fue them to the time that-he enters Libra, or fome-
what more; which ‘is the bufy.period of the year.
The'remaintler I have ndt yet adjufted, upon ac-
count OF feveral impediments:needlefs here to men-
tiont: befides;: I muft xemind the reader-again, that
this is but a-fpecimen of what I defign in {fucceeding
years'to tieat more: at large, if 1 may have liberty
and encouragement,

My firft-prediction is but a trifle ; yet I will men-
tion ity to fhew hoivignorant thofe fottifh preten-
dersitqaftrology are in their own concerns : it re-
lates to Partridge the almanack-maker ; I have con-
fulted; the:{tar of his nativity by my own ruies, and
find he will infallibly die upon the 29th of March
next,» about eleven at night, of a raging fever;
.therefore L advife him to confider of  it, and fettle
his affairs in time. '

‘The month of April will be obfervable for the
death of-many great perfons.  On the 4th will die
the Cardinal de Noailles, Archbithop of Paris: on

* A phyfiognomift being brought by Socrates’s {cholars,, to exa-
mine the features of their mafter, pronounced him, according to the
rules of art, paflionate, intemperate, and libidinous ;-and when he
was reproached and derided by ihiem for a judgement fo remote from
the truth. Socrates refcued him from their infult, by declaring, that
his natural difpfition was fuch as had been deferibed, before it was
correted by the fludy of philefophy,

2 the
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the 11th, the young Prince of Afturias, fon to the
Duke of Anjou: on the r4th, a great pecr of this
realm will die at his country-houfe: on the 19th,
an old layman of great fame for learning : and on
the 23d, an eminent goldfmith in Lombard-fireet.
I couid mention others, both at home and abroad,
if I did not confider fuch events of very little ufe or
inftruction to the reader, or to the world.

As to public affairs: on the 7th of this month
there will be an infurreétion in Dauphiny, occafi-
oned by the opprefion of the people, which will not
be quicted in fome months.

On the 15th, will be a violent ftorm on the
fouth.eaft coaft of France, which will deftroy many
of their thips, and fome in the very harbour.

The 1gth will be famous for the revolt of a whole
province or kingdom, excepting one city, by which
the affairs of a certain prince in the alliance will
take a better face.

May, againft common conjeétures, will be no ve-
ry bufy month ia Europe, but very fignal for the
death of the Dauphin, which will happen on the
the 7th, after a {hort fit of ficknefs, and grievous
torments with the {trangury. He dies lefs lamented
by the court than the kingdom.

On the gth, a marefchal of France will break his
leg by a fall from his horfe. I have not been able
to difcover whether he will then die or not

On the 1 1th, will begin a moft important fiege,
which the eyes ot all Europe will be upon : I cannot
be more particular: for in relating affairs that o
nearly concern the confederates, and confequently
this kingdom, I am forced to confine myfelf, for
feveral reafons very obvious to the reader.

On the 1 5th, news will arrive of a very furprifing
event, than which nothing could bemore unexpected.

On the 1gth, three noble ladies of this kingdom
will, againft all expedtation, prove with child, to
the grear joy of their hufbands.

Vor. V. M m On
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On the 23d, a famous buffoon of the play-honf¥
will die a ridiculous death, fuitable to his vocation.

June. This month will be diftinguifthed at home,
by the utter difperfing of thofe ridiculous deluded
enthufiafts, commonly called the Prophets; occafi-
oncd chiefly by fecing the time come, when many
of their prophecies thould be fulfilled, and then
finding themfelves deceived by contrary events. It
is indeed to be admired, how any deceiver can be
fo weak to forerel things near at hand, when a very
tew months muft of neceffity difcover the impofture
to all the world; in this point lefs pradent than
common almanack-makers, who are fo wife to
wander in generals, and talk dubioufly, and leave
to the reader the bufinefs of interprering.

On the 1t of this month, a French general will
be killed by a random thot of a cannon-ball.

On the 6th, a fire will break out in the fuburbs
of Paris, which will deftroy above a thoufand
houfes; and feems to be the forcboding of what
will happen, to the furprize of all Europe, about
the end of the following month.

On the toth, a great battle will be fought, which
will begin at four of the clock in the afternoon, and
laft till nine at night with great obftinacy, but no
very decifive event. I fhall not name the place, for
the reafons aforefaid ; butthe commanders on each
left wing will be killed I fee bonfires, and hear
the noife of guns for a vitory.

On the 14th, there will be a falfe report of the
French king’s death,

On the 20th, Cardinal Portocarero will diz of a
dyfentery, with great fulpicion of poifon; but the
report of his intention to revolt to King Charles
will prove falfe.

July. The 6th of this month, a certain general
will, by a glorious aétion, recover the repuration
he loft by former misfortunes. -

(n
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Oa the 12th, a great commander will die a pri-
foner in the hands of his enemies.

On the 14th, a fhameful difcovery will be made,
of a French Jefuit giving poifon to a great foreign
general ; and when he is put to the torture, he will
make wonderful difcoveries.

In {hort, this will prove a month of great aftion,
if I might have liberty to relate the particulars.

At home, the death of an old famous fenator
will happen, on the 15th, at his country-houfe,
worn with age and difeafes.

But that which will make this month memorable
to all pofterity, is the death of the French king,
Lewis the Fourteenth, after a week’s ficknefs at
Macli, which will happen on the 29th, about fix
o’clock in the evening. It feems to be an effeét of
the gout in his {tomach, followed by a flux. And
in three days after, Monfieur Chamillard will fol-
low his mafter, dying fuddenly of an apoplexy.

In this month likewife an ambaflador will di¢ in
London ; but I cannot aflign the day.

Auguft. The affairs of France will feem to fuf-
fer no change for a while under the Duke of Bur-
gundy’s adminiftration ; but the genius that ani-
oated the whole machine being gone, will be the
caufe of mighty turns and revolutions in the follow=
ing year. The new king makes yet lile change
cither in the army or the miniftry ; but the libels
againft his grandfather, that fly about his very
court, give him uneafinefs.

I fee an exprefs in mighty hafte, with joy and
wonder in his looks, arriving by break of day on
the 26th of this month, having travelled in three
days a prodigions journey by land and {ea. In the
evening I hear bells and guns, and fee the blazing
of a thoufand bonefires.

A young admiral of noble birth does likewife this
month gain immartal honour by a great atchieve-
ment.

Mm2 The
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The affairs of Poland are th's month entirely
fettled: Auguftus refigns his pretenfions, which
he had again taken up tor fome time : Staniflaus is
peaceably poflefied of the throne; and the king of
Sweden declares for the Emperor.

I cannot omit one parnicular accident here at
home ; that, near the end of this month, much
mi(chict will be done at Bartholomew fair, by the
fall of a booth,

September. This month begins with a very fur-
priling fit of frofty weather, which will laft near
twelve days.

The Pope having long languifhed laft month, the
fwellings in his legs breaking, and the fleth morti-
fying, will diec on the 11th inftant: and in three
wecks time, afier a mighty conteft, be fucceeded
by a cardinal ot the imperial faétion, but a native
of T'ufcany, who is now about fixty-one years old,

L he French army aéts now wholly on the defen-
five, {irongly fortified in their trenches ; and the
young French king fends overtures for a treaty of
peace by the Duke of Mantua ; which. becaufe it is
matter of frate that concerns us here at home, I
thall fpeak no farther of.

I fhall add bur one predition more, and that in
myitical terms, which fhall be included in a wverfe
out of Virgil.

Alter erit jam Tethys, et altera quz vebat Jrga
Delectos heroas.

Upon the 25th of this month, the fulfilling of
this prediction will be manifeft to every body.

This is the fartheft I have proceeded in my cals
culations for the prelent year, I do not pretend
that thefeare all the great events which will happen
in this period, but that thole 1 have fet down will
infallibly come to pafs. It will perhaps ftill be ob-
Je€ted, why I have not fpoke more p1ruculat]y of
affairs at home, or of the fuccefs of our armies a-
broad, which I might, and could very largely have

done ;
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done ; but thofe in power have wilely difcouraged
men from meddling in public concerns, and I was
refolved by no means to give the leaft offence. This
I will venture to fay, that it will bea glorious cam-
paign for the allies, wherein the Englifh forces,
both by fea and land, will have their full thare of
honour: that her Majefty Queen ANNE will con-
tinue in health and profperity; and that no ill acci-
dent will arrive to any in the chief miniftry.

As to the particularevents I have mentioned, the
readers may judge by the fulfilling of them, whe-
ther I am on the level with common aftrologers 3
who, with an old paultry cant, and a few pot-hooks
for planets, to amule the vulgar, have, in my opi-
nion, too long been fuffered to abufe the world =
but an honeft phyfician ought not to be defpifed,
becaufe there are fuch things as mountebanks. I
hope I have fome fhare of reputation, which I
would not willingly forfeit for a frolic of humour:
and I believe no gentleman who reads this paper,
will look upon it to be of the fame caft or mould
with the common fcribblers that are every day
hawked about. My fortune hath placed me above
the little regard of writing for a few pence, which
I neither value or want : therefore let not wife men
too haftily condemn this effay, intended for a good
defign, to cultivate and improve an ancient art, long
in difgrace by having fallen into mean unikilful
hands. A little time will determine, whether | have
deceived others or myfelf : and I think it is no very
unreafonable requeft, that men would pleafe to fu-
fpend their judgements till then. I was once of the
opinion with thofe who defpife all preditions from
the ftars, till in the year 1686, a man of quality
fhewed me, written in his Album *, that the moit

- ® Album is the name of a paper-book, in which it was ufual for 2
man’s friends to write down a fentence with their names, to keep
them in his remembrance, Itis ftill common in fome of the foreign
univerfities,
learned
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learned aftronomer, Captain Halley, affured him,
he would never believe any thing of the ftar’s influ-
ence, if there was not a great revolution in England
in the year 1688  Since that time I began to have
other thoughts, and, after eighteen years diligent
ftudy and application, I think I have no reafon to
repent of my pains. I fhall derain the reader no
longer, than to let him know, that the account I
defign to give of next year’s events, fhall take in the
principal affairs that happen in Europe ; and if I be
denied the liberty of offering it to my own country,
I thall appeal to the learned world, by publifhing it
in Latin, and giving order to have it printed in
Holland,
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The AccompLisaMENT of the firft of Mr:
BickErSTAFF’'S PREDICTIONS.

Being an AccounT of the DeaTs of Mr. Par-
ripGE, the Almanack-maker, upon the 2gtB
inftant *.

In a letter to a perfon of honour.

Written in the year 1708.

My Lorp,

N obedience to your Lordfhip’s commands, as
well as to fatisfy my own curiofity, [ have for
fome days paft enquired conftantly after Parrtridge,
the almanack-maker, of whom it was foretold in
Mr. Bickerftaff’s prediftions, publifhed about a
month ago, that he thould die the 29th inftant a-
bout eleven at night, of a raging fever. I had fome
fort of knowledge of him, when I was employed in
the revenue, becaufe he ufed every year to prefent
me with his almanack, as he did other gentlemen,
upon the fcore of fome little gratuity we gave him.
I {aw him accidentally once or twice about ten days
before he died, and obferved he began very much
to droop and languith; though I hear his friends
did not feem to apprechend him in any danger.
About two or three days ago he grew ill, was con-
fined firft to his chamber, and in a few hours after
1o his bed, where Dr. Cafe and Mrs, Kirlews +
were fent for to vifit, and prefcribe to him. Upon

# See an elegy on the fuppofed death of Partridge, invol, vil, p. 204
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this intelligence I fent thrice every day one fervant
or other to enquire after his health ; and yefterday,
about four in the afternoon, word was brought
me, that he was paft hopes : upon which I prevail-
ed with myfelf to go and fee him, partdy out of
commiferation, and, I confels, partly out of curi-
ofity. He knew me very well, feemed furprifed at
my condefcenfion, and made me compliments upon
it, as well as he could in the condition he was. The
people about him faid, he had been for fome time
delirious; but when I faw him, he had his under-
ftanding as well as ever I knew, and fpoke ftrong
and hearty, without any feeming uneafinéfs or con-
ftraint. After I had told him how forry I was to
fee him in thofe melancholy circumftances, and faid
fome other civilities, fuitable to the occafion, I de-
fired him to tell me freelyand ingenuoudly, whether
the predi&tions Mr. Bickerftaff had publifhed rela-
ting to his death, had not too much affected and
worked on his imagination. He confeflzd, he had
often had itin his head, but never with much ap-
prehenfion, till about a fortnight before; fince
which time it had the perpetual pofleflion of his
mind and thoughts, and he did verily believe was
the true natural caufe of his prefent diftemper : for,
faid he, I am thoroughly perfuaded, and I think 1
have very good reafons, that Mr. Bickerftaff fpoke
altogether by guefs, and knew no more what will
happen this year, than I did myfelf, I told him his
difcourfe furprifed me; and | would be glad, he
were in a ftate of health to be able to tell me, what
reafon he had to be convinced of Mr. Bickerftaft’s
ignorance, He replied, *“ I am a poor ignorant
fellow, bred to a mean trade; yet I have fenfe e-
nough to know, that all pretences of foretelling by
aftrology are deceits, for this manifeft reafon, be-
caufe the wife and the learned, who can only judge
whether there be any truth in this fcience, do all
unanimoufly agree to laugh at and defpife it, and

none
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aone but the poor ignorant vulgar give it amy ever
dit, and that only uwpon the word of fuch filly
wretches as I and my fellows, who can havdly write
or read.”” I thenafked him, whyhehad not caleulared
his own mativity: to, fee whether it agreed with Bic-
kerftaff's predition ? at which he thook his head,
and faid, ¢ Oh!Sir, this is no time for jelting, but
for repenting thofe toolerics, as I do now from the
very bottom of my heart.”” ¢ By what I can gather
from you,'" faid I, * the obfervations and predic-
tions you primcd with your almanacks, were mevre
impolitions on the people.”  He replied, & bt
~weve otherwife, I fhould have the lefs vo anfwer for.
We have a common form fov all thofe things; asto
foretclling the weather, we never meddle with that,
but leave it to the printer, who takes it out of any
old almanack as he thinks fit; the reft was my own
invention te make my almanack fell, having a wife
to maintain, and no other way to get my bread ; for
mending old {hoes is a poor livelihood ; and (added
he, fighing,) T with I may not have done more mif-
chief by my phyfic than my aftrology ; though I had
fome good receipts from my grandmother, and my
own compofitions were fuch, as I thought could at
leaft do no hurt.”
I had fome other difcourfe with him, which now
T cannot eall to mind ;. and I fear I have already
tired your Lordfhip. ['fhall only add one circum-
france, that on his death-bed he declared himfelf a
non-conformift, and had a fanatic preacher to be
his {piritual guide. After half an hour’s conver-
fation I took my leave, being almoft ftifled by the
clofenefs of the room 1 imagined he could not
hold out long, and therefore withdrew to 2 little
coffcchouie hard by, leaving a fervant at the houfe
with orders to cpme immediately and tell me, as
near as he could, the minute when Partridge {hould
_expize, which was not above two hours after; when
“1goking upon my watch, 1 found it to be above five
Voi. V. Nn minutes
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minutes after feven ; by which it is clear, that Mr.,
Bickerftaff was miftaken almoft four hours in his
calculation. In the other circumftances he was
exat enough. But whether he hath not been the
caufe of this poor man’s death, as well as the pre-
ditor, may be very reafonably difputed. However,
it muft be confefled, the matter is odd enough,
whether we fhould endeavour to account for it by
chance, or the effeét of imagination : for my own
part, though I believe no man hath lefs faith in
thele matters, yet I {fhall wait with fome impatience,
and not without fome expeltation, the fulfilling of
Mr. Bickerftaff’s fecond predition, that the Can-
dinal de Noailles is. to die upon the 4th of April,
and if that thould be verified as exadtly as this of
poor Partridge, I muft, own I fhould: be wholly
furprifed, and at ‘a Jofs, and {hould ‘infallibly ex-
peét the accomplifbment of all the reft.

HEHXE
i

*Squire
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O R,
The AsTROLOGICAL IMPOSTURE convicted *.
By John Partridge, Student in Phyfic and Aftrology.

IT is hard, my dear countrymen of thefe united
nations, it 1s very hard, that a Briton born, 2
Proteftant aftrologer, a man of Revolution princi-
ples, an affercer of the liberty and property of the
people, fhould cry out in vain for juftice againft 2
Frenchman, 2 Papift, and an illiterate pretender
to fcience, that would blaft my reputation, moft in-
humanly bury me alive, and ‘defraud my mnative
country of thofe fervices, which, in my double ca-
pacity, I daily offer the public.

W hat gredt provocations I have received, let the

impartial reader judge, and how unwillingly, even
in my own defence, I now enter the lifs againft
falfehood, ignorance and envy : but T am exafper-
ated, at length, to drag out this Cacus 4 from the
den of obfcurity where he tarks, detect him by the
light of thofe ftars he has {o'iniprudently traduced,
and {hew theré i nota monftet-in the fkies {o per-
nicious and malevolent to mankind, as an ignorant
pretender to phiytic and aftrology. T fhall not di-

reftly fall on the many grofs errorsy Hor expofe the

# This piece beinglon the fame fubjeft, and very rare, We haye
thought fit to add'it, though not written by, the fame hand.
— - N.B. I the Dublin sdition 4 is faid (o be written by the
jate Ncholas Rowe, Efg; whichisa miftake: for the Rev, Dr. Yal-
« den, preacher of BridgweH; Mr, Partridge’s ncap ndighbour, drew itup
“for_him, » Y0
4 A thicf feized in a‘cavem by Hercules, Ve g
\ N2 notorious
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notorious abfurdities of this proftituted libeller, till
L have let the learned world fairly into the contro-
verfy depending, and“then lewve the unprejudiced
t0 judge of the merits and juftice of my caufe.
¢Ibwids tolwards khle ‘doncluiidn of dhe year 170%,
when an impudent pampblet crept into the world,
intitled. Prediclions, &q. by aac Bickerftaft, £/y;
amongft the muany arrogant aflertions laid
down by thar dying fpirit of divination, he Wwas
pleafed to pitch on the Cardinal de Noailles and
myfelf; among many other eminent-and dlluftrious
perfons, that were to die within the compals of
the epfning year ; and peremptorily fixes the;month,
d'n;y, ~and howr of our deaths: this, 1 think, is
[porting with great men, and public dpirits, to the
{ogndal of relivion, and reproach of power ; and
F fovereign princes and aftrologers muft make di-

Yerfion for the vulgar——why then, favewel, fay I,
o all governments, ecclefiaftical and civil. But, I
Aﬂi‘?'nk my berter ftars, T am alive to confront this
fa

f; {e,and. audacious predictor, and to muke him
rue the hour he ‘ever affronted-a man of  fcience
and, vefentment.. "The Cardinal may take what

meafures he pleafes with him; as his excellency is

a foréipner, and a papift, he has no reafon to rely
on me for his juftification ; 1 fhall only affure the
world he s alive but as he was bred to letters,

-and js mafter of a pen, let him ufe it in his own

defence. dn the rean time I fhall prefent the pub-

lic_ with - a faithful sarrative of the ungenerous

treatment and hard ufage I have received from: the

_xirplent papers and malicious practices of this pre-
-tended aftrologer. ery

A troe and foipactial account 'of the proceedings of

Isaac BickeRsTAarF, Efq; againft me.

FYNHE 29th of - Mavch, Ains Doni, 1708, being
the night this, tham-prophet had {o impru-
dehtly
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dently fixed for my laft, which made little impref-
fion on myfelf, but I cannot anfwer for 'my whole
family 3 for my wife, with a concern more than
ufual, prevailed on me to take fomewhat to (weat
for a cold s and, between the hours of eight and
nine, to go to bed : the maid, as the was warming
my bed, with 2 curiofity natural to young wenches;
suns to the window, and afks of one pafling the
ftreet, who the bell tolled for? Dr. Pactridge, fays
he, the famous almanack-maker, who died dden=
ly this evening : the poor girl provoked, told himy
he lyed like a rafcal ; the other very {edatcly re-
plied, - the fexton had fo informed him, and, if
falfe, he was to blame for impofing upod a 'ftran=
ger. She afked a fecond, and a third, as they pal-
fed, and every one was in the {fame tone. Now,
I do not {1y thefe are accomplices to 2 certain af-
trological *fquire, and that one Bickerftaff might
be fauntering thercabouts : becaufe I will affertino-
thing here but what I dare atteft for plain! matter
of fad, My wifc at this fell ioto a_violent difor-
der; and I muft own | was a litle difcompofed a¢
the oddnefs of the accidents In the mean time one
knocks at my door ; Betty runs down, and open-
ing, finds a fober grave perfon, who medeftly en-
quires, if this was Dr. Partridge’s ? fhe taking him
for fome cautions city-patient, that came at that
time for privacy, fhews him into the dining-room.
As {oon as I could compofe myfelf, I weut t0 him,
and was furprized o find ‘my gentleman mounted
on a table with a twe £oot rule in his hand, mea-
furing my walls, and tmking the dimenfions of the
room, Pray Sir, fays I, not to interrupt you,

thave yon any bufinefs with me 2 only, Sir, replies

he, oider, the girl to bring me a better hight, for
this i but,aivery dim one. Sir, fays I, mynamc
is Partridge: oh! the deftor’s brother, belike,

_cries he 3 the ftair-cafe, I belicve, and thefe two
-apartments hung ia clofe mournin

g, will be fuffi-
cienty
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cient, and only a ftrip of bays round the other
rooms. The do&or muft needs; die rich, he had
great deafings in his way for many years; if he
had no family coat, you had as good ufe the efcut-
cheons of the company ; they are as fiowifh, and
will look as magnificent as if he was déefcended
from the blood royal: With that I aflumed a great-
er air of authority, and demanded who employed
him, or how he came there? Why, T was {ent,
Sir, by the company of undertakers, fays he, and
they were employed by the honeft gentleman who
is executor to the good doctor departed ; and our
rafcally porter, I believe is fallen faft afleep with
the black cloath and fconcés, or he had been here,
and we might have been tacking up by this time.
Sir, fays I, pray be advifed by a friend;, and make
the beft of your fpeed out of my doors; for I hear
my wife’s voice (which, by the bye, is pretty diftin-
guifhiable), and in that corner of the room {tands
a good: cudgel, which fomcbody has felr before
now; if that light in her hands, and the know the
the bufinefs you come about, without ¢onfulting
the ftars, I can affure you it will be employed ve-
ry much to the detriment of your perfon. Sir, cries
he, bowing with great civility, I perceive extreme
gricf for the lofs of the doctor diforders you a lit-
tle at prefent, but early in the morning T'will wait
on you with all neceflary materials. Now I men-
tion no Mr. Bickerftaff; nor do I fay, thata cer-
tain ftar-gazing 'fquire has been playing my execu-
tor before his time ; but T leave the world to judge;
and he that puts things and things fairly together,
will not be much wide of the mark. .

Well. once more I got my doors clofed; and
prepared for bed, in hopes of a little repofe after
fo many ruffling adventures; juft as | was putting
out my light in order to ir, another bounces as
hard as he can knock ; I open the window, and afk
who is‘there, and what he wants; I am Ned the
Sexton,
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Bexton, replies he, and come to know whether the
doctor-left any orders for a funeral fermon, and
where he is to be laid, and whether his grave ito
be plain or bricked ? Why, firrah, fays 1, you
know me well enough; and you know 1 am not
dead, and how dare you affront me after this man»
ner? Alack-a-day, Sir, replies the fellow, why it
is in print, and the whole town knows you are
dead ; why, there is Mr. White the joiner is but
fitting fcrews to your coffin ; he will be here with
itin an inftant; he was afraid you would have
wanted it before this time. Sirrah, {irrah, fays I,
you fhall know to morrow, to your coft, that I
am alive, and alive like to be. Why, it is ftrange,
Sir, fays he, you fhould make fuch a fecret of
your death to us that are your neighbours ; it looks
as if you had a defign to defraud the church of its
dues; and let me tell you, for one that has lived
{o long by the heavens, that is unhandfomely dones
Hift, hift, fays another rogue that ftood by him3j
away, doctor, into your flannel gear as faft as you
can, for here is a whole pack of difmals coming
to you with their black equipage, and how inde-
cent will it look for you to ftand frightening folks
at your window, when you thould have been in
your coffin this three hours? in fhort, what with
undertakers, embalmers, joiners, fextons, and your
damned elegy-hawkers, upon a late praditioner in
phyfic and aftrology, I got not one wink of {leep
that night, nor fcarce a moment’s reft ever fince.
Now | doubt not, but this villainous ’fquire has
the impudence to affert, that thefe are entirely
{ftrangers to him ; he, good man, knows nothing
of the matter, and honeft Ifaac Bickerftaff, I war-
rant you, is more a man of honour, than to be an
accomplice with 2 pack of rafcals, that walk the
freets on nights, and difturb good people in"their
beds ; but he is out, if he thinks the whole world

is blind ; for there is one John Partridge can {mell
: a knave

28y
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a knave as far as Grubftreet,—although he lies in
the moft exalted garret, and writes himlelf *{quire :
—but I will keep mytémper, and proceed in the
marration, Y

I could not ftir out of doors for the fpace of
three months after: this, but prefently one comes
up to me in the fireet? Mr. Parridge, that cofin
you was laft buried in, I have not yet been paid
for : doétor, cries another dog, how do you think
peaple can live by making of graves for nothing?
next time you dic, you may even toll out the bell
yourlc!f for Ned. . A third rogue tips me by theel-
bow, and wonders how I have the confcience to {neak
abroad without paying my funeral expences. Lord
fays one, I durft have (wore that was honeft Dr.
Partridge, my old friend: but poor man, he is
gone, I beg your pardon, fays another, you look
fo like my old acquaintance, that I ufed to confule
on fome private occafions ; but, alack, he is gone
the way of all flefh, ——Look, look, leook, crics a
third, after a competent fpace of ftaring at me,
would not one think our neighbour the almanack-
maker was crept out of his grave to take the other
peep at the fiars in this world, and thew how much
he is improved in fortune telling, by having taken
2 journcy to the other {
~~ Nay, the very reader of our parifh, a good fo-
iber, difcreer perfon, has fent two or three times
for me to come and be buried decently, or fend
him fufficient reafons to the comtraryy or, if I have
been interred in any eother parifhy to produce my
certificate, as the aét * requires. My poor wife
is almotk run diftradted with being called widow
Partridge, when fhe knows it is falfe; and oncea
term fhe is cited into the court, to take out lettess

* The flatute of go. Car. T for burying in woollen, requires,
that oath fhall be made of the compliance with this a&, and acesli-
ficate thereof lodged with the minifter of the parifh, within eight
days after intepment,

: I of
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of adminiftration. But the greateft grievance is, a
paultry quack, that takes up my calling jult under
my nofe, and in his printed direions, with N. B.
fays, he livesin the houfe of the late ingenious Mr.
Pareridge, and eminent practitioner in, leather,
phyfic, and afirology.

But to fhew how far the wicked fpirit of envy,
malice, and refentment, can hurry fome men, my
namelefs old perfecutor had provided me a monu-
ment at the ftone cutter’s and would have ereéted
i+ in the parith-church ; and this piece of notorious
and expenfive villainy had actually fucceeded, if I
had not uled my urmoft interelt with the veftry,
where it was carried at laft but by two voices, that
1 am alive  That ftratagem failing, out comes a
long fable elegy, bedecked with hour-glafles, mat-
tocks, {culls, fpades, and {keletons, with an epi-
taph as confidently written to abufe me, and my
profeflion, as :f I had been under ground thefe
twenty years.

And, after fuch barbarous treatment as this, can
the world blame me, when I afk, what is become
of the freedom of an Englilhman? and where is
the liberty and property, that my old glorious fi iend
came over to aflert 2 we have drove Popery out of
the nation, and fent flavery to foreign climes.
The arts only remain in bondage, when 2 man of
{cience and charadter {hall be openly infulted in the
midit of the many ufeful {ervices he is daily pay-
ing the public. Was .t ever heard, evea in Fur-
key or Algiers, thata ftate aftrologer was bantered

out of his life by an ignorant impofior, or bawled
out of the world by a pack of villainous, deep-
mouthed hawkers ? though 1 print almarnacks, and
publith advertifements 3 though I produce certifi-
cates under the minifters and church-wardens hands
I am-alive, and atteft the {ame on oath at quarter-
{effions, out comes a fall and true relation of the
death and interment of John Partridge ; truth is
Vor. V. 0o bore
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bore down, atteltations negleéted, the teftimony of
fober perfons defpifed, and a man is looked upon
by his neighbours as if he had been feven years
dead, and is buried alive in the midft of his friends
and acquainrance.

Now, can any man of common fenfe think it
confiftent with the honour of my profciﬁon, and
not much beneath the dignity of 2 philofophcr, 10
ftand bawling beforc his own door ?—alive ! alive
ho! the famous Dr. Partridge ! no counterfeit,
but all alive !-- as if T had the twelve celeftial mon-
fters of the zeadic to fhew within, or was forced
for a livelihood to turn retailer to May and Bar.
tholomew-fairs.  Therefore, if her Majefty would
but gracioufly be pleafed to think a hardihip of
this pature worthy her royal confideration, and the
next parliament, in their great wifdom, caft but
an eye towards the deplorable cafe of their old
philimath, that aunually beftows his poetical good
wifhes on them, I am fure there is one Ifaac Bic-
kerftaff, Efq; would foon be trufied up for his
bloody predictions, and putting good fubjeéts in
terror of their lives : and that henceforward to
murder a man by way of prophecy, and bury him
in a printed letter, either to a Lord or a Common-
er, fhall as legally entitle him to the prefent pof-
feflion of Tyburn, as if he robbed on the highway,
or cut your throat in bed.

1 {hall demonftrate to the judicious, that France
and Rome are at the bottom of this horrid confpi-
vacy againft me; and that Culprit atorefaid is a
Popifh emiflary, has paid his vifits to 5. Germains,
and is now in the meafures of Lewis X1V : That
in attempting my reputation, there is a general
maflacre of learning defigned in thefe realms ; and
through my fides there is a wound given to all the
Proteftant almanack-makers in the univerfe.

Fivat Regina.

A




e

[ 291:8
RO RO

A Vindication of Isaac BICKERSTAFF, Efq;
againft what 1s objedted to him by Mr.
PARTRIDGE, in his almanack for the pre-
fent year 1709.

By the faid Isaac BICKERSTAFF, Efq;
Written in the year 17¢9.

'\ R. Partridge hath been lately pleafed to treat
1 me afer a very rough manner, in that which
is called, his almanack for the prefent year: fuch
ufage is very undecent from one gentleman to ano-=
ther, and doth not at all contribute to the difcove -
ry of truth, which ought to be the great end in all
difputes of the learncd. To call a man fool and
villain, and impudent fellow, only for differing from
him in a point merely {peculative, is, in my humble
opinion, a very improper {tyle for a perfon of his
education. I appeal to the learned world, whether
in my laft year’s predictions I gave him the leaft pro-
vocation for fuch unworthy treatment Philofo-
phers have difered in all ages; burt the difcrecteft
among them have always differed as became philo-
fophers. Scurrility and paflion, in 2 controverfy
among f{cholars, i juft fo much of nothing to the
purpot'e, and, at beft, a tacit confeflion of a weak
caufe: my concern is not fo much for my own re-
putation, as that of the republic of letters, which
Mr. Partridge hath endeavoured to wound through
my fides, If men of public {pirit muft be fuperci-
lioufly treated for their ingenious attempts, how
will true ufeful knowledge be ever advanced ? I wifh
Mr. Partridge knew the thoughts which foreign
aniverfities have conceived of his ungenerous pro-
Qo2 ceedings

F4




202 A VINDICATION OF

ceedings with me ; but I am too tender of his re-
putation to publith them to the world.  That {pirit
of envy and pride, which blafts fo many rifing ge-
niufes in our nation, is yet unknown among pro-
feffors abroad: the necefliry of juftifying myfelf
will excule my vanity, when I tell the reader, that
I have near a hundred honorary letters from feveral
parts of Europe, (fome as far as Muflcovy,) in praife
of my performance; befides {everal others, which,
as [ have been credibly informed, were opened at
the poft-office, and never fent me. - It is true, the
inquifition in Portugal was * pleafed to burn my
prediétions, and condemn the author and readers
of them; but |l hope at the fame time, it will be
confidered, in how deplorable a ftate learning lies
at prefent in that kingdom: and, with the pro-
foundeft veneration for crowned head, I will pre-
fume to add, that it a little concerned his Majefty
of Portugal to interpofe his authority in behalf of
a fcholar and a gentleman, the fubjeét of a nation
with which he is now in fo ftri¢t an alliance. DBut
the other kingdoms and ftates of Europe have treat-
ed me with more candour and generofity. It I had
leave to print the Latin letters rranfmitted to me
from foreign parts, they would fill a volume, and
be a full defence againft all thar Mr. Parwidge, or
his accomplices of the Portugal inquifition, will be
ever able to object; who, by the way, are the only
enemies my predictions have ever met with at home
orabroad. Butl hope I know berter, whart is due to
the honour of a learned correfpondence in fo tender
a point.  Yet fome of thofe illuftrious perfons will
perhaps excule me for rranferibing a paffage or two
in my vindication +. The moft learned Monficur

* Thisis faét, as the author was ailured by Sir Paul Methuen,
then ambafiador to that crown, =3
F The quo ations here inferted, are in imitation of Dr. Bentley,
in fome part of the { s controverly between him and Mr. Boyle,

aiterwards Earl of Orrery,

Leibnitz
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Leibnitz thus addrefles to me his third letter : /fu-

Jpriffimo Bickerftaffio aftrologie inflauratort, &c. Mon-

feur le Clerk, quoting my prcdi&ions in a treatife
he publifhed laft year, is pleafed to fay, ifa nuper-
rime Bickerflaffius, magrum illud Angliee fidus. Ano-
ther great profedior, writing of me, has thefe
words :  Bickerflaffius, mobilis Anglus, aftrologorum
hujufce fzculi facile princeps. Signior Ma sliabecchi,
the Great Duke's famous library- keeper, fpends
almoft his whole letter in compliments and praifes.
It is true, the renowned profeffor of aftronomy at
Utrecht, feems to differ from me in one article ;
but it is after the modeft manner that becomes a
philofopher ; as, pace tanti viri dixerim: and page
55, he feems to lay the error upon the printer, (as
indeed it ought,) and fays, wel forfan error typogra-
phi, cum alioguin Bickerftaffius vir a’-a:?iﬂfmm, &c.

If Mr. Partridge had followed thefe examples in
the controverly between us, he might have fpared
me the trouble of juftifying myfelf in fo public a
manner. 1 believe no man is readier to own his er-
rors than I, or more thankful to thofe who will
pleafe to inform him of them. But it feems this
gentleman, inftead of encouraging the progrefs of
his own art, is pleafed to look upon all attempts of
that kind as an invafion of his province. He hath
been indced fo wife to make no objeétion againft
the truth of my preditions, except in one fingle
point relating to himfelf: and to demonftrate how
much men are blinded by their own partiality, 1do
folemnly affure the reader, that he is the only per-
{on from whom I ever heard that objeétion offered ;
which confideration alone, 1 think, will take off
all its weight,

With my utmoft endeavours I have not been
able to trace above two objections ever made
againft the truth of my laft year’s prophecies : the
firft was of a Frenchman, who was pleafed to pu-

blith to the world, that ¢ the Cardinal de Noailles
was
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was {till alive, notwithftanding the pretended pro-
phecy of monfieur Biquerftaffc :” but how far a
Frenchman, a Papift, and an enemy, is to be believed
in his own caufe againft an Englifh Proteftant, who
is true to the government, I fhall leave to the can-
did and impartial reader.

The other objection is the unhappy occafion of
this difcourfe, and relates to an article in my pre-
dictions, which foretold the death of Mr. Partridge
to happen on March 29, 1768. That he is pleafed
to contradiét abfolutely in the almanack he hath
publithed for the prefent year, and in that ungen-
tlemanly manuer, (pardon the prrcﬂ':tm,) as I have
above rclated. In that work he very roundly afferts,
that he ¢ is not only now alive, but was likewife
alive upon that very 29th of March, when I had
foretold he fhould die.” This is the fubject of the
prefent controverly between us ; which 1 defign to
handle with all brevity, perfpicuity, and calmnefs ;
in this difpute, I am fenfible the eyes not only of
Eagland, but of all Europe, will be upon us; and
the learned in every country will, I doubr not, take
part on that fide, wherc they find moft appearance
of reafon and truth.

Without entering into criticifms of chronology
abour the hour of his death, I fhall only prove that
Mr. Partridge is not alive. And my firit argument
is thus : above a thoufand gentlemen baving bought
his almanacks for this year, mcrely to find what
he faid againft me; at every line they rea 1, they
would lift up their eyes, and cry out, betwixt rage
and langhter, ¢ they were fure no man alive ever
writ fuch damned ftuff as this.” Neither did I ever
hear that opinion difputed: fo that Mr. Partridge
lies under a dilemma, cither of difowning his alma-
nack, or allowing himfelf to be no man alive. But
now if an uninformed carcafe walks {till about, and
is pleafed to call itfelf Partridge, Mr. Bickerftaff
does not think himf{elf any way anfwerable for that.

N:ithey
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Neither had the faid carcafe any right o beat the
poor boy, who happened to pafs by 1t in the ftreer,
crying, *¢ A full and true’ account of Dr. Par-
tridge’s death,” &c.

Secondly, Mr. Partridge pretends to tell fortunes,
and recover ftollen goods; which all the parith fays,
he muft do by converfing with the Devil and other
evil {pirits: and na wife man will ever allow, b
could converfe perfonally with either ull after he
was dead.

Thirdly, T will plainly prove him to be dead out
of his own almanack for this year, and from the
very paflage, which he producmh to make us think
him alive. He there fays, *¢ he is not only now
alive, but was alfo alive upon. that very 2gth et
March, which I ‘foretold he {lhiould die on:” by
this, he declares his opinion, that a man miay be
alive now, who as not alive a'ty 'elvemonth-ago.
And indeed, there lies the fophiftry of his! argu-
ment. He dares not aflert, he was alive ever fince
that 29th of March, but that he is now alive; and
was {0 on that day : I grant the latter ; for be did
pot die till night, as appears by the printed account

of his death, in a letter to a lord; and wherher he
be fince revived, I leave the world to judge. This
indeed i perfe&t cavilling, and L am afhamed to
dwell any longer upon it.

Fourthly, I will appeal to Mr. Pareridge himfelf,
whether it be probable I could have been fo indif-
creet, to begin my preditions with the only falfe-
hood, that ever was pretended to be in them ; and
this is in an affuir at home, wherel had fo many o-
portunities to be ex.&; and muft have given fuch
advantages againft me toa perfon of Mr. Partridge’s
wit and learning, who, if he could poflibly have
raifed one fingle objection more againft the truth of
my prophecies, would hardly have fpared me.

And here I muft take occailion to reprove the
abovementioned writer of the relation of Mr. Par-

tridge’s
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tridge’s death, in a letter to a lord ; who was plea-
{ed 1o tax me with a miftake of four whole hours
in my calculation of that event. I muft confefs,
this cenfure pronounced with an air of certainty,
in.a matter that fo nearly concerncd me, and by 2
grave judicious author, moved me not a little. But
though [ was at that time out of town, yet feveral
of my friends, whofe curiofity had led them to be
exaétly informed, (for as to my own part, having
no doubt at all in the matter, I never once thought
of it,) #ffured me, I computed to fomething under
half an hour ; which (I {peak my private opinion,)
is an error of no very great magnitude, that men
{hould raife a clamour about it, I fhall only fay, it
would not be amifs, if that author would henceforth
be more tender of other men’s reputations as well
as his own. It is well there were no more miftakes
of that kind ; if there had, 1 prefume he would
have told me of them with as little ceremony.

There is one objection againt Mr, Partridge’s
death, which I have fometimes met with, though
indeed very flightly offered, that he ftill continues
to write almanacks. But this is no more than what
is common to all of that profefiion ; Gadbury, poor
Robin, Dove, Wing, and feveral others, do yearly
gublifh their almanacks, though feveral of them
have been dead fince before the Revolation.  Now
the natural reafon of this I take to be, that whercas
it is the privilege of other authors to live after their
deaths, almanack-makers are alone excluded; be-
caufe their differtations, treating only upon the mi-
nutes as they pafs, become ufelefs as thofe go off.
Tn confideration of which, Time, whofe regifters
they are, gives them a leafe in reverfion, to conti-
nue their works after their dearh.

I fhould not have given the public or mylelf the
trouble of this vindication, if my name had not
been made ufe of by feveral perfons, to whom I
never lent ity one of which, a few days ago, was

I pleafed
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pleafed to father on m¢ a new fer of predictions.
But I thiok thefe are things too {erious to be trifled
with. It grieved me to the heart, when 1 faw my
labours, which had coft me fo much thought and
watching, bawled about by common hawkers, which
I only intended for the weighty confideration of the
graveft perfons. This prejudiced the world {fo much
at firft, that {everal of my friends had the affurance
to aik me, whether 1 were in jeft? to which I only
anfwered coldly, ¢ that the event would fhew.”
But it is the talent of our age and nation, to turn
things of the greatelt importance into ridicule.
When the end of the year had verified all my pre-
di&tions, out comes Mr. Partridge’s almanack, dif-
puting the point of his death; fo that I am em-
ployed, like the general who was forced to kill his
enemies twice OVET, whom a necromancer had raifed
to life. 1f Mr. Partridge hath praclifed the fame
experiment upon himfelf, and he again alive, long
may he continue {o ; that doth not in the leaft con-
tradict my veracity : but I think I have clearly pro-
ved, by invincible demonftration, that he died at
fartheft within half an hour of the time I foretold,
and not four hours fooner as the abovementioned
author, in his letter to 2 lord, hath malicioufly
fuggefted, with defign to blaft my credit, by chas-
ging me with fo grofs a miftake.

w2
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A famous PreEpicTion of MERLIN, the
Britith Wizard *.

Written above a thoufand years ago, and relating
to the vear 1709.

With explanatory notes, by T'. N. Philomath.
Written in the year 1709.

LAST year was publifhed a paper of preditions,
pretended to be written by one Ifaac Bicker-
ftaff, Efq; but the true defign of it was to ridicule
the art of aftrology, and expofe its profeJors as
ignorant or impoftors. Againit this impuration Dr.
Partridge

# Dr, Swift, in his preface to this piece would infinuate, that what
he publithes to the world is a tran(lation of Mecrlin’s prophecy 200
years old, The main iefign of the Doctor in this prediétion, if he
was really in earneft, (which I wverily believe he was not, as I am
perfuadad that he enly writ this prophecy, in order to vex the Whigs,
and to fret that ungrateful mimi(try, which had fergotten the obliga-
tions he had confzrred upon them,) was, to encourage Q. Anne to a
fecond marriage, in order that her Majefly might repair, if poflible,
that infinite lofs (he had fuftained by the Duke of Glocelter, who, by
all accounts, wasone of ihe fineft princes that ever was born in Eng-
Jand, and accordingly was univerfally regretted by the whole nation,
the fanatical party and all their black adherents only excepted. This
appears from the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th lines of the prophecy.

And without difpute, as in England there were many thoufands,
who were defirous to fee a prince defcend=d from a Queen, whom they
loved with fuch ardour and affclion ; fo, in the wildnefs of their i~
magination, they endeavoured to perin de her M jefty at the age of
about forty-five to marry a fecond time. But whether it was owing
to that exccflive regard which fhe bore unto the memory of her belo-
ved, the Prince of Denmark ; or whether it was becaufe fhe never
had a child #fter the age of five or fix and twenty ; or whether it was
for fome political reafon or other, fhe refufed in this refpect to gratiry
the inclinations of her people ; which however, as animofities and
faétions were then rifing to an exceflive height, fhe had caofe to re-
pent of before the time of her deceafe. For, asthe Queen was driven
to fuch inexpr.flible firiats by the tury and maehinations of the con-

tepding
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Partridge hath learnedly vindicated himfelf in his
almanack for that year.

For a farther vindication of this famous art, I
have thought fit to prefent the world with the fol-
lowing prophecy. The original is faid to be of the
famous Merlin, who lived about a thoufand years
ago; and the following tranflation is two hundred

ears old ; for it feems to be written near the end
of Henry the Seventh’s reign. I found it in an
old edition of Merlin’s prophecies, imprinted at
London by John Hawkins in the year 1530, page
39, I fet it down word for word in the old ortho-
graphy, and fhall take leave to fubjoin a few expla-
natory notes.

Seven and ten addyd to nine,

Of Fraunce her woe this is the {ygne,

Tamys rivere twys y-frozen,

Walke fans wetying fhoes ne hozen.

Then comyth foorthe, ich underftonde, 5
From towne of Stoffe to fattyn Londe,

An herdie Chyftan, woe the morne

To Fraunce, that ever he was born.

Then fhall the fyfhe beweyle his boffe :

Nor fhall grin berrys make up the lofle. 1€
Yonge Symnele fhall again mifcarrye:

And Noiway’s pryd * again fhall marrey.

tending parties, that, with all her experience in government, the
knew not whom to trufl 5 if fhe had married fome wife and thought-
ful prince, entirely remote from all pretenfions to the crown, (fuppo-
fing that fuch aone could have been found in Europe at that time,)
{he might bave paffed the remainder of her life with more eafe and
tranquillity. Forasa prince in that firnation would nave had nothing
more to do, than to have mzde the Queen happy and her reign glo~
riocus, he might haye acted as moderator be;ween both parties, {ecured
unto himlelf the efteem of all the wife and virtuous, and perhaps, af-
ter the deceafe of the Queen, might have been highly regarded by her
tacceflor during the remainder of his life. Bur alas! party-rage car=
ried all before it, and every {cheme of accommodation was equally re-
jeted by Whigs and Tories.  Swift. .

* Q. Anne is called Noraway's Pryd, becanfe fhe had vouchfafed to
marry the Princeof Denmark ; and we all know, that Norway is part
of the deminian belenging to that erowtt. Sawifts
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And from the tree where blofums feele,

Ripe fruit fhall come, and all is wele ;
Reaums fhall dance honde in honde, {1
And it {hall be merrye in old Inglonde:

Then old Inglonde fhall be no more,

And no man fhall be forie therefore.

Geryon thall-have three hedes agayne,

‘Lill Hapfburge makyth them but twayne. 22

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Sevenandten.. 'This line deferibes the year when
thefle events {hall happen. Secven and ten make fe-
venteen, which I explain f{eventeen hundred, and
this number added to nine, makes the year we are
now in ; for it muft be underftood of the natural
year, which begins the firft of January.

Tamys river twys, &c. The river Thames fro-
zen twice in one year, fo as men could walk on i,
is a very fingular accident, which perhaps has not
fallen out for feveral hund. ed years before, and is
the reafon why fome aftrologers have thought, that
this prophecy could never be fulfilled, becaufe they
imagined fuch a thing would never happen in our
climate.

From tewn of Stoffe, &e. This is a plain defig-
nation of the Duke of Malborough : One kind of
ftuff’ vfed to fateen land is called Marle, and every
body knows that Borough is a name for a town ;
and this way of expreflion is atter the ufual dark
manner of old aftrological preditions.

Then fhall the fyfle, &e. By the fih,'is under
ftood the Dauphin of France, as their king’s eldeft
fons are called : It is here faid, he fhall lament the
lofs of the Duke of Burgundy, called the Boffe,
which is an old Lnglith word for Lump-thoulder,
or crook back, as that Duke is known to be; and
the prophecy feems to mean, that he thould be o«
vercome or {lain. By the green berrys, inthe next

line,
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line, is meant the young Duke of Berry, the Dau-
phin’s third fon, who thall not have valour or for-
tune enoush to fupply the lofs ofhis eldeft brother.

Toung Symuele, &t. By Symnele is meant the
pretended Prince of Wales, who, if he offers to
attempt any thing againft England, fhall mifcarry
as he did before. Lambert Symnel is the name of
a young man, noted in our hiltories for perfonat-
ing the fon (as I remember) of Edward IV.

And Norway's pride, &e. T cannot guefs who is
meant by Norway’s pride* ; perhaps the reader may,
as well as the fenfe of the two following lines.

Reaums fball, &e. Keaums, or as the word is now,
realms, is the old name for kingdoms ; and thisis a
very plain prediction of our happy union; with the
felicities that fhall attend it. It is added that Old
England fhall be no more, and yet no man fhall be
forry forit. And indeed, properly {peaking, Eng-
land is now no more for the whole ifland is onc
kingdom under the name of Britain,

Geryon fball, &e. This prediction, though fome-
what obfcure, is wonderfully adapted. Geryon is
faid to have been a king of Spain, whom Hercules
{lew. It was a fiction of the paets, that he had three
heads, which the author fays he fhall have again :
that is, Spain fhall have threekings: which is now
wonderfully verified ; for befides the king of Por-
tugal, which properly is part of Spain, there are two
rivals for Spain, Charles and Philip; but Charles be-
ing defcended from the Count of Hapfburgh, found-
er of the Auftrian family, (hall foon make thefe heads
but two, by overturning Philip, and driving him out
of Spain.

Some of thefe predictions are already fulfilled ;
and it is highly probable the reft may be in due
time ; and I think I have not forced the words by
my cxplication, into any other fenfe than what they
will naturaily bear. If this be granted, I am fure

* Queen Annc. c
it
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it muft be alfo allowed, that the author (whoever he
were) was a perfon of extraordinary fagacity; and
that Aftrology brought to fuch a perfection as this,
is yno means an art to be defpifed, whatever.
Bickerftaff, or other merry gentlemen are pleafed to
think. As to the tradition of thefe lines having
been writ in the original by Merlin, I confefs I lay
pot much weight upon it ; but it is enough to jufti-
fy their authority, that the book from whence I
have tranfcribed them, was printed 170 years ago,
as appears by the title-page.  For the fatisfaction of
any gentleman, who may be either doubtful of the
truth, or curious to be informed, I fhall give order
to have the very book fent to the printer of this pa-
per, with!directions to let any body fec it that pleafes,
becaule I believe it is very icarce.

LR
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The WonpeErRFULWoONDER of WoNDERS.

HERE is a certain perfon lately arrived at this
city, whom it is very proper the world fhould
be informed of. His charaéter may perhaps be
thought very inconfiftent, improbable, and unna-
tural; however I intend to draw it with the utmoft
regard to truth. This I am the better qualified to
do, becaufe he is a fort of dependent upon our fami-
ly, and almaft of the fame age; though I cannot di-
rectly fay, 1 have ever feen him. Heisa nativeof this
country, and hath lived longamong us: but what
appears wonderful, and hardly credible, was never
{cen before by any mortal.

It is true indeed, he always chufes the Jowef place
in company, and contrives it {o, to keep ou? of fight.
It is reported however, that in his younger days he
was frequently expofed (0 view, but always againft
his will, and was fure to fmart for it.

As to his family he came into the worlda young-
er brother, being of fix children the fourth in or-
der of (1) birth; of which the eldeft is now hza
of the houfe; the fecond and third carry arms;
but the two youngeft arc only fiotmen : fome in-
deed add, that he hath likewifea twin-brother, who
lives over-again/t him, and keepsa (2) vittualling-
houfe; he hath the reputation to bea clofe, griping,
fqueezing fellow ; and thar when his bags are full,
he is often needy; yet when the firtakes him, as faft
as he gets, he lets it fly.

When in office no one difchargeth himelf, or dot F

his bufinefs better. He hath Jometimes ffrained hard :
for an honeit livelihood; and never got a &if, ull g
every body elfe had done. “ i
One pro&ice appears very blameable in him ; that il
every L
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every morning he privately frequents unclean houfes
where any modelt perfon would blufh to be feen.
And although this be generally known, yet the
world, as cenforious as itis, hath been {o kind to
overlook this infirmity in him. = To deal impartial-
ly; it muftbe granted, that he is too great a lover
of himielf, and very often copfults his own. eafe
at the expence of his beft friends : but this is one
of his hlind fides; and the belt of men I fear are not
without then.

He hath been conftituted by the higher powers in
the ftation of recciver general, in which employ-
ployment fome have cenfured him for playing fa/f
and logfe.. He is likewile guerfeer of the golden mines,
which he daily infpeéteth, when his health will
permit him. ' ;

He was long bred under a (3) maffer of arts, who
inftilled good principles in him, but thefe were foon
corrupted.. 1 koow not whether this deferves men-
tion s that he is fo very capricious, as to take it for
an equal affront to talk either of kifing or kicking
him, which hath occafioned a thoufand quarrels :
However no body was fo great a fufferer for faults,
which he neither was, nor poflibly could be guilty
ef.

In his religion he hath thus much of the quaker,
that he ftands always covered, even in the prefence
of the King; in moft other points a perfect (4) z-
dolater, although he endeavours to conceal it; for
he is known to offer daily facrifices to certain fub-
Jerrancous nymphs, whom he worthips in an humble
poflure, prone on his face,and fiript flark-naked ; and
{o leaves his offerings bekind him, which the (5) priejis
of thofc goddefles are careful enough to remove
upon certain feafons with the utmoft privacy at mid-
wight, and from thence maintain themfelves and
families In all wrgent neceffities and preffures, he
upplies himfelf to thefe deities, and {ometimes even
in the fireets and bigh-aways, from an opinion that

2 thole
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have an influence in all places, altho’
fidenc: be in caverns under ground.
Upon thefe occafions the faireft ladies will not refufe
to lend their hands to affift him : tfor although they
are athamed to have him feen in their company, of
even {o much as to hear him named; yet it is well
known, that he is one of their conflant fallowers.

In politics, he always fubmits to what is upper-
moft ; but he perufes pamphlets on both fides with
great impartiality, though feldom till every body elfe
hath done with it.

His learning is of a mixed kind, and he may
properly be called a belluo iibroyum, or another Faco-
bus de Voragiie ; though his ftudies are chiefly con-
fined to Jcl golmen, commentarors, and German di-
vines, together with modern pocts and critics: and
he is an atomic philofopher, ftrongly maintaining a
woid in nature, which he feems to have fairly proved
by many experiments.

I {hall now proceed to defcribe fome particular
qualities, which, in foveral inftances fecem to dif-
tinguifh this perfon from the common race of other
mortals.

His grandfather was 2 member of the rump pire
liament, as the gmmﬂ-m is of the prfferzr, where he
often rifes, lometimes grumbles, but never Jpeaks.
However he lets nothing pafs willingly, but what
is well digefted. His courage is indilputable, for
he will take the boldeft man alive by the nofe.

He is generally the /ir/! 2 bed in the family, and
the laft up; which is 10 be lamented ; becaufe when
he happens to rife before the reft, it hath been

thought to forebode geod fartune o his [uperiors.

As wifdom is acquired by age, fo by cvery new
(6)wrinkle in his face, he is reported to gain fome
new knowledge.

In him we may obferve the true effe&ts and con-
{equences of tyranny in a {tate ; for, as he is a great
sppreffor of all below him, fo there is no-body more

Vou. V. @15 oppreffed

thofe powers
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oppreffed by thofe above him : yet in his time he hath
been fo highly in favour, that many illuftrious per-
fons have been entirely indebted to him for their
preferments.

He hath difcovered, from his own experience,
the true point, wherein all human aétions, projeéts,
and defigns do chiefly terminate; and how mean
and fordid they are at the bottom.,

It behoves the public ro keep him quict; for his
frequent murmurs are a certain fign of inteftine
tumults.

No philofopher ever lamented more the luxury,
for which thefe nations are fo juftly taxed : it hath
been known to coft him (7) tears of blood : for, in
his own nature, he is far from being profufe ; tho’
indeed he never ftays a night at a gentleman’s houfe
without leaving fomething behind him,

He receives with great fubmiffion whatever his
patrons think fit to give him; and when they lay
heavy burdens upon him, which is frequently e-
nough, he gets rid of them as foon as he can; but
not without fome labour and much grumbling.

He is a perpetual hanger-on : yet no body knows
how to be without him. He patiently fuffers him-
felf to be keptunder, but loves to be well ufed, and
in that cafe will facrifice his vitals to give you eafe :
and he hath hardly one acquaintance, for whom
he hath not been bound ; yet, as far as we can find,
was ncver known to lofe any thing by it.

He is oblerved to be very (8) unquiet in the com-
pany of a Frenchman in new cloaths, or a young
coquette.

Heis, in fhort, the fubjeét of much mirth and
raillery, which he feems to take well enough ; tho’
it hath not been oblerved, that ever any good thing
came from himfelf,

‘There is {o general an opinion of his juftice, that
fometimes very hard cafes are left to his decifion
and while he fits upon them, he carries himfelf

exactly
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exaltly even between both fides, except where fome
knotty point arifes; and then he is obferved to
lean a little to the right or left as the matter in-
clines him ; but his reafons for it are {fo manifeft

and convincing, that every man approves them.
PSS CIRD BT,

Gentle Reader,
HOUGH I am not infenfible how many thou-
fand perfons have been, and {till are, with
great dexterity handling this fubjet, and no lefs
aware of what infinite reams of paper have been laid
out upon it: however, in my opinion, no man li-
ving has touched it with greater nicery and more
delicate turns, than our author. But becaufe there
is fome intended obfcurity in this relation; and cu-
riofity, inquifitive of fecrets, may poflibly not enter
into the bottom and depth of the {ubjeét, it-was
thought not improper to take off the veil, and gain
the reader’s favour by inlarging his infight. 4rs
enim non habet inimicum uifi ignorantem. It is well
known, that it has been the policy of all times to
deliver down important fubjets by emblem and
riddle, and not to fuffer the knowledge of truth to
be derived to us in plain and fimple terms, which
are generally as foon forgotten as conceived. For
this reafon the Heathen religion is moftly couched
under mythology. For the like reafon (this being
aﬁuzr.-’amezzmi in its kind,) the author has thought
fit to wrap up his treafure in clean linen, which it
is our bufinefs to lay open, and fet in a due light;
for I have obferved, upon any accidental difcovery,
the leaft glimple has given a great diverfion to the
eager fpectator, as many ladies could teftify, were
it proper, or the cafe wounld admit.
The politeft companies have vouchfafed to {mile
at the bare name, and fome people of fafhion have
been fo little ferupulous of bringing it in play, thatit
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was the ufual faying of a knight and a man of good
breeding, That whenever he arofe, his a-fe rofe with
him.,

NOYT BiS

(1) He alludes to the manner of our birth, the head and arms aps
pearing before the pofteriors and the two feet, which he calls the
footmen.

(2) Fictualling-boufe.] The belly, which receives and digells our
nourifhment.

(3) Mafler of arts.] Perfius: magifler artis, ingeniigue largitor wenter.

() Idolarer,] Alludes to the facrifices offered by the Romans to the
goddefs Cloacina,

(5) Prigfis.] Gold-finders, who perform their office in the night-
time : but our author further feems to have an eye to the cuftom of
the Heathen priefts ftealing the offerings in the night; of which fee
more in the ftory of Bell and the Dragon,

(6) Wrinkle.] This refers to a proverb—*¢ You have one wrinkle
in your a-fe more than you had before.”™

(7) Tearsof bleed.] Hemorrhoids, according to the phylicians, are
a frequent confequent of intemperance.

! r{S) Unguiet,) Their tails being generally obferved to be moft refts
Cl5,

¢
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The WonDER of aLL the WoNDERs, that
ever the WorLp wondered at,

For all perfons of quality and others.

EWLY arrived at this cicy of Dublin the fa-

fnous artit John Emanuel Schoitz, who, to

the great furprize and fatisfaction of all fpectators,

is ready to do the following wonderful performan-
ces: the like before never {een in this kingdom.

He will heat a bar of iron red-hot, and thruft it
into a barrel of gun-powder before all the company,
and yet it thall not take fire.

~ He lets any gentleman charge a blunderbufs with
the fame gun-powder, and twelve leaden bullets;
which blunderbufs the faid artift difcharges tull in
the face of the faid company, withont the lealt hurty
the bullets {ticking in the wall behind them.

He takes any gentleman’s own fword, and runs
it through the faid gentleman’s body, fo that the
point appears bloody at the back to all the fpecta-
tors; then he takes out the fword, wipes it clean,
and returns it to the owner, who receives no man-
ner of hurt.

He takes a pot of fcalding oil, and throws it by
great ladles-full diretly at the ladies, without fpoil-
ing their cloaths or burning their fkins.

He takes any perfon of quality’s child, from two
years old to fix, and lets the child’s own father or
mother take a pike in their hands; then the artift
sakes the child in his arms, and tofies it upon the
point of the pike, where it fticks, to the great fatis-
£2&ion of all fpedators ; and is then taken off with

out fo much as a hole in his coat.

He mounts upon a {caffold juft over the fpecta-
tors,
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tors, and from thence throws down a great quan-
tity of large tiles and ftones, which fall like fo many
pillows, without fo much as difcompofing cither
perukes or head-drefles.

He takes any perfon of quality up to the faid
feaffold; which perfon pulls off his fhoes, and leaps
nine feet direétly down on a board prepared on pur-
pofe, full af tharp fpikes fix inches long, without
hurting his feet or damaging his ftockings.

He places the faid board on a chair, upon which
a lady fits down with another lady in her lap, while
the fpikes inftead of entering into the uncer-lady’s
flefh, will feel like a velvet-cufhion.

He takes any perfon of quality’s footman, ties a
rop about his bare neck, and draws him up by pul-
lies to the cciling, and there keeps him hanging as
long as his maftcr or the company pleafes, the faid
footman, to the wonder and delight of all behold-
ers, having a pot of ale in one hand and a pipe in
the other; and when he is let down, there will not
appear the lealt mark of the cord about his neck.

He bids a lady’s maid put her finger into a cup
of clear liquor like water, upon which her face and
both her hands are immediately withered like an
old woman of fourfcore; her belly {wells as if fhe
were within a week of her time, and her legs are
as thick as mill-pofts ; but, upon putting her finger
into another cup, fhe becomes as young and hand-
fome, as fhe was before.

He gives any gentleman leave to drive forty
twelve-penny nails up to the head in-a porter’s
backfide, and then places the faid porter on a load-
ftone chair, which draws out every nail, and the
porter feels no pain. ;

He likewife draws the teeth of half a dozen gen-
tlemen, mixes and jumbles them in a hat, gives any
perfon leave to blindfold. him, and returns each
their own, and fixes them as well as ever.

With his fore-hnger and thumb he thruits feve -

ral
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ral gentlemens and ladies eyes out of their heads,
without the leaft pain, at which time they fee an
unfpeakable number of beautiful colours; and, af-
ter they are cntertained to the full, he places them
again in their proper {ockets, without any damage
to the fight.

He lets any gentleman drink a quart of hot melted
lead, and by a draught of prepared liGuor, of which
he takes part to himfelf, he makes the faid lead
pafs through the faid gentleman before all the fpec-
tators, without any damage; after which it is pro-
duced in a cake to the company.

With many other wonderful performances of art,
too tedious here to mention.

The faid artift has performed before moft kings
and princes in Europe with great applaufc

He performs every day (except burdays,) from
ten of the clock to one in the forenoon; and from
four till feven in the evening, at the new inn in
Smithfield.

The firft feat a Britith crown, the fecond a Bri-
tifh half.crown, and the loweft a Britith fhilling.

N. B. The beft hands in town are to play at the
faid thow.

-’:;
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A ProvrosaL for correcling, improving, and
afcertaining the LNGLIsH ToNGUE *,

In a LerTER to the Moft Honourable RoBERT
Earl of Oxrorp and MorTiMER, Lord High
Treafurer of GREAT BrITAIN.

To the Mot Honourable Rosert Earlof Oxronrb, 2a¢s
My Lornp,
\B HAT I had the honour of mentioning to

your lordthip fome time ago in converfa-
tion, was not a new thought jult then ftarted by
accident

#® T.is well known, that if the Queen had liveda year or two
Longer, this propofal would, in all probability have taken cfiect, For
the Lord Treafarer had already nominated feveral perfons, without
diftin@ion of quality or party, who were to compofe a fociety for the
purpofes mentioned by the author ; and refolved to ufe his credit
with her Majelly, tiat a fund fhould be applied to fupport the expence
of a large room, where the fociety fhonld meet, and for other inci-
dents. But this fcheme fell to the ground, partly by the diffenfions
among the great men at court, but chiefly by the lamented death of
that glorious princefs. Dub. edit.

This piece might have been a very ufeful performance, if it had
been longer, and lefs eclipfed by compliments to the noble perfon to
whom it is addrefled. It feems to have been intended as a preface
to fome more enlarged defign : at the head of which fuch an intro-
duétion muft have appeared with great propriety. A work of this
kind is much wanted, as our language, inftead of being improved, is
every day growing worfe and more debafed. We bewilder ourfelves
in various orthography ; we fpeak and we write at random ; and if a
man's common converfation were to be committed to paper, he
would be (tartled for to find himfelf guilty in a few fentences, of fo
many folecifms and fuch fulfe Erglith, I believe we are the only
people in the Chriftian world, who repeat the Lord's prayer in an
ungrammatical manner ; and 1 remember to have heard, that when
2 motion was made in the convocation to alter the word ewkich for
the word 2wbo, the propofition was rejeted by the majority. This
inftance may thew you of what fort of men, the moft learned, and

2 even
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accident or occafion, but the refult of long refexi-
on; and 1 have been confirmed in my fentiments

even the moft feverend iffernblies are fometimes compofed. But
F a neighbouring nation. How induftri-

Jet us confider the condutt of
ons have the French been to improve language ¢ and to what
a ftate of perfeétion have they brought it > Rome, by her conguefts,
fnade her diale€t univeifal: France, by her policy, has done the
fame. By policy, I mean the encouragement of ats and fciences 5
which wiil often render a nation more powerful than arms. No-
thing has contributed fo much to the purity and excellence of the
French tongue, as the noble academmies eftablithed for that vurpofes
blic work of the fame kind is uncertaken in Eng-
rer ourfelves with any hope of amending the
errors, or alcertaining the limits of our ftyle, T fhall not prefume
even to whifper to you. that I think a defien of this fort is fuffici-
ently momentous 0 srtract.the confideration of our legillarive powerss
Their thoughts are otherwife employed, and their ficulties ther-
wile applied. But I will venture to fay, that if to our ho'pitils for
lunatics, an hofpital was added for the reception and fupport of men
of fenfe and learning, it would be of the higheft honcur to the pre-
fent age, and of no lefs advant.ge to pofterity. Lcall itanh fpital,
becauf= I fuppofe it to be erected for the benefit of fuch peifons,
whofe infirm fortunes, or difeafed revenues, may have rendered the
ftrength and abilities of their minds weak and ufele(s to the public;;
for T entirelv agree with Ariftotle, where he fays, in the ords of
% his fcholiaft, ¢ Eum praeclara et magna vix poffe exequi et prae=
¢ fjare, cui faculrates defunt: quoniumper amicos et civilem poe
¢ tentjam, veluti per initrumenta, nece(le eft pleraque effici.” The
refle@ions that arife from chis theme, I find, are driving me beyond
due bounds : therefare 1 fhall only add, that I heartily wifh you may
think an attention ta your native language as ufeful and improving &
ftudy as can be purfued, in whatever (tation of life Providence may
allot you, Orrery
In this epiftle Dr. Swift complains to the Earl of Oxford as firlk
minifter, in the name of all the learned and polite perfons of the na-
tion, that our language is extremely imperfect; that its daily im-
provements are by no means equal to its daily corruptions; that the
pretenders to polifh and refine it have chiefly multiplicd abufes and
abfurdities; and that in many inftances it offends againft every part
of grammar, Hz proves with irrefiftible force of reafon, that our
laugnage ought to be refined to a certain ftandard, and then fixed for
evers he remarks the feveral inconveniences which arife pérpetuals
1y from our ftupid inattention to thefe matters, He doth not how-
ever preferibe any methods for afcertaining the language, but throws
out fome general obfervations, leaving the reft to the infpedtion of
thar fociety, which he hoped would haye been fpeedily infticuted hy
the Lord Treafurer, But this fcheme fell to the ground, partly by
the diffznfions among the great men at court, and chiefly by the la-
piented deaih of Q. Anne, thatever glorigus piincels, 5% b

Vor. V. Rr
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by the opinion of fome very judicious perfons, with
whom I confulred. They all agree, that nothing
would be of greater ufe towards the improvement
of knowledge and politenefs, than fome effeétual
method for correéting, enlarging and afcertaining
our language; and they think it a work very pol-
fible to be compaficd under the protection of a
prince, the countenance and encouragement of a
miniftry, and the care of proper perfons chofen
for fuch an undertaking. 1 was glad to find your
lord{hip’s aniwer in fo different a ftyle, from what
hath been commonly made ufe of on the like occa-
{ions for fome years paft. 'Lbat all fuch thoughts
muft be deferted to a time of peace: a topic which
fome have carried fo far, that they would not have
us by any means think of preferving our civil or
religivus conftitution, becaufe we are engaged in a
war abroad. It will be among the diftingu:fhing
marks of your miniftry, my Lord, that you bave
a genius above all fuch regards, and that no rea
fonable propofal for the honour, the advantage, or
the ornament of your country, however foreign
to your more immediate office, was ever negledted
by you. I confefs, the merit of this candour and
condefcenfion is very much leflened, becaufe your
lordfhip hardly leaves us room to offer our good
wifhes ; removing all our difficulties, and fupply-
ing our wants, fafter than the moft vifionary pro-
jector can adjuft his fchemes. And therefore, my
lord, the defign of this paper is not fo much to of-
fer you ways and means, as to complain of a grie-
vance, the redrefling of which is to be your own
work, as much as that of paying the nation’s debt,
or opening a trade into the South-fea ; and though
not of fuch immediate benefit as either of thefe, or
any other of your glorions aétions, yet perhaps in

future ages not lefs to your honour.
My lord, I do here, in the name of all the learn-
ed and polite perfons of the nation, complain to
your
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your lordihip as firfk minifter, that our language
is extremely imperfect 5 that its daily improvements
are by no means in proportion to its daily corrup-
tions ; that the pretengders to polith and refine it
have chiefly mulriplied abufes and abfurdities ; and,
that in many inftances it offends againit every part
of grammar, But left your lordfhip fhould think
my cenfure too fevere, I {hall take leave to be more
particular.

I believe your lordfhip will agree with me, in the

reafon why our language is lefs refined than thofe
of Italy, Spain, or ¥rance. It is plain, that the
Latin tongue in its purity was never in this ifland,
towards the conqueft of which few or no attempts
were made till the time of Claudius ; neither was
that language ever fo vulgar in Britain, as it is
known to have been in Ganl and Spain, Further,
we find that the Roman legions here were at length
=11 recalled to help their country again{t the Goths,
and other barbarous invaders. Mean time, the
Britons left to fhift for themfelves, and daily har-
rafled by cruel inroads from the Piés, were forced
to call in the Saxons for their defence; who con-
fequently reduced the greateit part of the ifland to
their own power, drove the Britons into the moft
remote and MOuUNIainous parts, and the reft of the
country in cuftoms, religion, and language, became
wholly Saxon. This I take to be the reafon, why
there are more Latin words remaining in the Bri-
tith tongue than in the old Saxon, which, except-
ing fome few variations in the orthography, is the
fame in moft original words with our prefent Eng-
lith, as well as with the German and other Nor-
thern dialedts.

Edwsrd the confeflor, having lived long in
France, appears to be the firft who introduced any
mixture of the French tongue with the Saxon ; the
court affecting what the prince was fond of, and
ethers taking it up for a fabion, as it is now with
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us. William the conqueror proceeded much far
ther ; bringing over with him vaft numbers of that
pation, fcattering them in every monaftery, giving
them great quantities of land, direéting all plead-
ings to be in that language, and endeavouring to
make it univerfal in the kingdom. This at leaft is
the opimon generally received : but your lordthip
hath tully convinced me, thar the French tongue
made yet a greater progrefs here under Harry the
fecond, who had large territories on that continent,
both from his father and his wife, made frequent
journeys and expeditions thither, and was always
attended with a number of his countrymen, retain-
ers at his court. For fome centuries after, there
was a conftant intercouife between France and kn-
gland, by the dominions we pofiefied there, and
the conquefts we made ; fo that our language be-
tween two and three hundred years age, leems to
have had a greater mixture with French than at
prefent ; many words having been afterwards re-
jeted, and fome fince the time of Spencer; al-
though we have ftill retained not a few, which
have been long antiquated in France. I could pro-
duce feveral inftances of both kinds, if it were of
any ufe or entertainment,

To examine into the feveral circumftances by
which the language of a country may be altered,
would force me to enter into a wide field. I fhall
only obferve, that the Latin, the French, and the
Englith, feem to have undergone the fame fortune.
The firlt, from the days of Romulus to thofe of
Julius Cefar, fuffered perpetual changes: and by
what we meet in thofe authors who occafionally
fpeak on that fubjed, as well as from certain frag-
ments of old laws, it is manifeft that the Latin,
three hundred years before Tully, was as unintel-
ligible in his time, as the Englith.and French of
the fame period are now; and thefe two have
changed as much fince William the conqueror

(which
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(which is but litle lefs than feven hundred years,)
as the Latin appears to have done in the like term.
Whether our language-or the French will decline
as faft as the Roman did, is a queftion, that would
perhaps admit more debate than it is worth, There
were many reafons for the corruptions of the lait :
as, the change of their government to a tyranby,
which ruined the ftudy of eloquence, there being
no further ufe or encouragement for popular ora- ‘
tors: their giving not only the freedom of the city,
but capacity for employments, t0 feveral towns in
Gaul, Spain, and Germany, and other diftant
parts, as far as Afia; which brought a great num-
ber of foreign pretenders into Rome: the flavith
difpofition of the fenate and people, by which the
wit and eloquence of the age were wholly turned
into panegyric, the moft barren of all fubjects : the
great corruption of manners, and introduétion of
foreign luxury, with foreign terms to exprefs ity
with feveral others that might be afligned ; not to
mention thofe invafions from the Goths and Van-
dals, which are too obvious to infift on.

The Roman language arrived at great perfection,
before it began to decay : and the French, for thefe
laft fifty years, hath been polifhing as much as it
will bear, and appears to be declining by the natu-
ral inconftancy of that people, and the affeltation
of fome late authors to introduce and multiply cant
words, which is the moft ruinous corruption in any
language. La Bruyere, a late celebrated writer
among them, makes ufe of many new terms, which
are not to be found in any of the common dictio-
naries before his time. DBut the Englith tongue is
not arrived to fuch a degree of perfeétion, as to
make us apprehend any thoughts of its decay ; and
if it were once refined to a certain {tandard, per-
haps there might be ways found out to fix it for
ever, or at leaft till we were invaded and made a

conqueft by fome other ftate ; and even then our
beft
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beft writings might probably be preferved with care,
and grow into cfteem, and the authors have a
chance for immortalicy.

But without fuch great revolutions as thefe (to
which we are, I think, lefs fubjeét than kingdoms
upon the continent,) I fee no abfolute neceflity why
any language {hould be perpetually changing ; for
we find many examples to the contrary. From
Homer to Plutarch are above a thoufand years ; fo
Jong at leaft the purity of the Greek tongue may be
lowed to laft, and we know not how far before. The
Grecians fpread their colunics round all the coalis
of Afia Minor, even to the northern parts lying
towards the Euxine, in every ifland of the Egzan
fea, and feveral others in the Mediterrancan ; where
the language was preferved entire for many ages,
after they themfelves became colonies to Rome,
and till they were over-run by the barbarous na-
tions upon the fall of that empire, The Chinefe
have books in their language above two thoufand
years old, ncither have the frequent conquefts of
the Tartars been able to alter it. The German,
Spanifh, and ltalian, have admitted few or no
changes for fome ages paft. The other languages
of Europe [ know nothing of ; neither is there any
occafion to confider them.

Having taken this compafs, I return to thofe
confiderations upon our own language, which I
would humbly offer your Lordfhip. The period,
wherein the Englith tongue received moft improve-
ment, I take to commence with the beginning of
Queen Elizebeth’s reign, and to conclude with the
great rebellion in 42, It is true, there was a very
ill tafle, both of ftvle and wit, which prevailed un-
der King James the Firft ; but that feems to have
been correéted in the firlt years of his fucceffor, who,
among many other qualifications of an cxcellent
prince, was a great patron of learning. From the
civil war to this prelent time, I am apt to doubr

whether
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whether the corruptions in our language have not
at lealt equalled the refinements of ir; and thefe
corruptions very few of the beft authors in our age
have wholly efcaped. During the ufurpation, fuch
an infufion of enthufiaftic jargon prevailed in every
writing, as was not {haken off in many years after.
To this fucceeded that licentioufnefs which entered
with the Reftoration, and, from infecting our reli-
gion and morals, fell to corrupt our language ;
which laft was not like to be much improved by
thofe, who at that time made up the court of King
Charles the Second; either fuch, who had fol-
lowed him in his banithment, or who had been al-
together converfant in the dialeé of thofe fanatic
times ; or young.nen, who had been educated in
in the fame country ; fo that the court, which ufed
to be the ftandard of propriety and correétnefs of
fpeech, was then, and, 1 think, hath ever fince
continued the worft fchool in England for that ac-
complifhment ; and fo will remain, till better care
be taken in the education of our young nobility,
that they may fet out into the world with fome
foundation of licerature, in order to qualify them
for patterns of politenefs. The confequence of this
defe@ upon our language may appear from the
plays, and other compofitions written for entertain-
ment within fifty years paft ; filled with a fucceflion
of affected phrafes, and new conceited words, ei-
ther borrowed from the current fyle of the court,
or from thofe, who, under the charalter of men
of wit and pleafure, pretended to give the law. Ma-
ny of thefe refinements have already been long an-
tiquated, and are now hardly intelligible, which is
no wonder, when they were the produét only of
ignorance and caprice.

I have never known this great town without one
or more dunces of figure, who had credit enough
to give rife to fome new word, and propagate it in
a0it converfations, though it had acither humour,

apr
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nor fignificancy, If it firuck the prefent tafte, it
was foon transferred into the plays and current
feribbles of the weék, and became an addition to
to our language ; while the men of wit and learn-
ing, inftead of early obviating fuch corruptions,
were too often feduced to imitate and comply with
them.

There is another fet of men, who have contribu-
ted very much to the fpoiling of the Englifh tongue;
I mean the poets, from the time of the Reftoration.
"T'hefe gentlemen, although they could not be infen=
fible how much our language was already overftock-
ed with monofyliables, yer, to {ave time and pains,
introduced that barbarous cuftom of abbreviating
words, to fit them to the meafurg of their verfes
and this they have frequently done fo very injudi-
cioufly, as to form fuch harfh unharmonious
founds, that none but a northern ear could en-
dure ; they have joined the moft obdurate confo-
nants without one intervening vowel, only to fhor-
ten a fyllable ; and their tafte in time became {o de-
praved, that what was at firft a poctical licence not
to be juftified, they made their choice, alledging,
that the words pronounced at length founded faint
atd languid. This was a pretence to take up the
fame cuftomn in profe ! fo that moft of the books
we fee now a-days, are full of thofe manglings and
abbreviations, Inftances of this zbufe are innumer-
able : what does your Lordfhip think of the words,
drudg'd, difiurb’d, rebuk’d, fledg’d, and a thou-
fand others every where to be met with in profe as
well as verfe ? ‘Where, by leaving out a vowel to
fave a fyllable, we form fo jarring a found, and fo
difficult to uttér, that I have often wondered how
it could ever obtain

Another caufe. (and perhaps borrowed from the
former,) which hath contributed not a lirrle to the
saiming of our language, is a toolith opinion, ad-
vanced of late years, that we ought to fpeli exactly

1 as
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as we fpeak ; which, befide the obvious inconveni-
ence of utterly deftroying our etymology, would be
a thing we fhould never fee an end of. Not only
the feveral towns and counties of England have a
different way of pronouncing, but even here in
London they clip their words after one manner a-=
bout the court, another in the city, and a third in
the fuburbs: and, in a few years, it is probable,
will all differ from themfelves, as fancy or fathion
fhall dire& : all which reduced to writing would
entirely confound orthography. Yet many people
are fo fond of this conceit, that it is fometimes a
dificult matter to read modern books and pamph-
lets; where the words are fo curtailed, and varied
from their original fpelling, that whoever hath been
ufed to plain Englifh, will hardly know them by
fight.
Several young men at the univerfities, terrribly
poflefied with the fear of pedantry, runinto a worfe
extreme, and think all politenefs to confift in read-
ing the daily trafh fent down to them from hence:
this they call knowing the world, and reading men
and manners. Thus furnifhed they come up 1O
town, reckon all their errors for accomplifhments,
borrow the neweft fet of phrafes; and if they take
a pen into their hands, all the odd words they have
picked up in 2 coffechoufe, or a gaming ordinary,
are produced as flowers of ftyle; and the ortho-
graphy refined to the utmoft. To this we owe thofe
monftrous produétions, which under the name of
trips, [pies, amufements, and other conceited appel-
lations, have over-run us for fome years paft. To
this we owe that firange race of wits, who tell us,
they write to the humour of the age. And I wifh
I could fay, thefe quaint fopperies were wholly ab-
fent from graver fubjects In fhort, T would un-
dertake to fhew your Lordfhip feveral pieces, where
the beauties of this kind are fo predominant, that,
Vor. V. o with
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with all your fkill in languages, you could never be
able either to read or underftand them.

But I am very much miftaken, if many of thefe
falfe refinements among us do not arife from a prin-
ciple, which would quite deftroy their credit, if it
were well underftood and confidered. For I am
afraid, my Lord, that, with all the real good qua-
litics of our country, we are naturally not very po-
lite. This perpetual difpofition to fhorten our words,
by rewenching the vowels, is nothing elfe but a
tendency to lapfe into the barbarity of thofe nor-
thern nations from whom we are defcended, and
whofe languages labour all under the fame defeét.
Tor it is worthy our obfervation, that the Spaniards,
the French, and the Italians, although derived
from the fame northern anceftors with ourfelves,
are with the utmoft difficulty taught to pronounce
our words, which the Swedes and Danes, as well
as the Germans and the Dutch, attain to with eafe,
becaufc our fyllables refemble theirs in the rough-
nefs and frequency . of confonants, Now, as we
ftruggle with an ill climate to improve the nobler
kinds of fruits, are at the expence of walis to re-
_ccive and reverberate the faint rays of the fun, and
fence again(t the northern blafts, we fometimes, by
the help of a good foil, equal the produétions of
warmer countries, who have no need to be at fo
much coft and care. It is the fame thing with re-
{pect to the politer arts among us; and the fame
defet of hear, which gives a fiercenefs to our na-
tures, may contribute to that roughnefs of our lan-
guage, which bears fome analogy to the harfh fruit
of colder countries. For I do not reckon that we
want a genius more than the reft of our neigh-
bours: but your Lordfhip will be of my opinion,
that we ought to ftruggle with thefe natural difad-
vantages as much as we can, and be careful whom
we employ, whenever we defign to correct them,
which is a work that has hitherto been aflumed by
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the leaft qualified hands. So that, if the choice had
been left to me, I would rather have trufted the
refinement of our language, as far as it relates to
{ound, to the judgement of the women, than of il-
literate court: fops, half-witted -poets, and univerfi-
ty-boys.  For it is plain, that women, in their
manner of corrupting words, do naturally difcard
the confonants, as we do the vowels, - What I ‘'am
going to tell your Lord(hip appears very trifling:
that more than once, where fome of both fexes
were in company, L bave perfuaded two or three of
each to take a pen, and write down 2 number of
letters joined together, juft as it came into their
heads ; and, upon reading this gibberith, we have
found that which the men had wrote, by the fre-
quent encountering of rough confonants, to found
like High-Dutch; and the other, by the women
like Italian, abounding in vawels and liquid. Now
though I would by no means give ladies the trou-
ble of advifing usin the reformation of our lan-
guage, yet I cannot help thinking, that fince they
have been left out of all mectings, except parties at
play, or where worfe defigns are carried on, our
converfation hath very much degenerated.
. In order to reform our language, I conceive, my
Lord, that a free judicious choice thould be made
of fuch perfons, as are generally allowed to be
beft qualified for fuch a work, without any regard
to quality, party, Or profeffion.. Thefe, toa cer:
tain number at leaft, fhonld aflemble at fome ap=
pointed time and place, and fix on. rules by which
they defign ta proceed. What methods they will
take, is not for me to preferibe. Your Lordihip,
and other perfons in  great employment, might
pleafe to be of the number : and I am afraid, fuch
a f{ociety would want your inftrution -and example
as much as your protection; for I have, not with-
out a little envy, obferved of late the fty'e ofs fome
Sufud great
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great minifters very much to exceed that of any o-
ther productions.

The pertons who are to undertake this work will
have the example of the French before them to
imitate, where thefe have procecded right, and to
avoid their miftakes. ' Befides the grammar-part,
wherein we are allowed to be very defedtive, they
will oblerve many grols improprieties, which, how-
ever authorifed by praétife, and grown familiar,
ought to be difcarded. They will find many words
that deferve to be utterly thrown out of our lan-
guage, many more to be correéted, and perhaps
not a few long fince antiquated, which ought to be
reftored on account of their energy and found.

But what I have moft at heart, is; that fome me-
thod {hould be thought on for afcertaining and fix-
ing our language for ever, after fuch alterations are
made in it as fhall be thought requifite. For I.am
of opinion, that it is better a language fhould not
be wholly perfeét, than that it thould be perpetu-
ally changing ; and we muft give over at one time
or other, or at length infallibly rchange for the
worfg, as the Komans did, when they began to quit
their fimplicity of ftyle for affeCted refinements,
fuch as we meer in Tacitus and other authors;
which ended by degrees in many babarities, even
before the Goths had invaded Iraly.

The fame of our writers is ufually confined to
thefe two iflands, and it is hard it thould be limited
in time as much as place, by the perpetual variations
of our fpeech. ltis your Lordfhip’s obfervation,
that if it were mot for the Bible and Common-
Prayer Book in the vulgar tongue, we fhould hard-
ly berable to underftand any thing that was written
among us an hundred years ago ; which is certain-
ly true : for thofe books, being perpetually read in
churches, have praved a kind of ftandard for lan-
guage, efpecially to the common people. And 1
doubt, whether the alierations, fince introduced,

have
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have added much to the beauty or ftrength of the
Englith tongue, though they have taken off a great
deal from that fimplicity, which is one of the great-
cft perfetions in any language. You, my Lord,
who are fo converfant in the facred writings, and fo
great a judge of them in their originals, will agree,
that no wrapilation our country ever yet produced;
hath come up to that of the Old and New Tefta-
ment: and by the many beautiful paffages, which
I have often had the honour torhear your Lord{hip
cite from thence, I am perfuaded, that the tranfla-
tors of the Bible were mafters of an Englith fiyle,
much fitter for that work than any we fee in our
prefent writings; which I take to be owing to the
fimplicity that rups through the whole, Then, as
to the greateft part of our liturgy, compiled long
before the tranflation of the Bible now in ufe, and
lictle altered fince ; there feem to be in it as great
{trains of true fublime eloquence, as are any where
to be found in our language; which every man of

ood tafte will obferve in the communion-{ervice,
that of burial, and other parts.

But when I fay, that I would have our language,
after it is duly correéted, always to laft, I do not
mean that it fhould never be enlarged. Provided
that no word, which a fociety {hall give a fanétion
to, be afterwards antiquated and exploded, they
may have liberty to receive whatever new ones they
{hall bave occafion for ; becaufe then the old books
will yet be always valuable according to their intrin-
fic worth, and not thrown afide on account of un-
intelligible words and phrafes, which appear harth
and uncouth, only becaufe they are outof fathion.
Had the Roman tongue continued vulgar in that ci-
ty till this time, it would have been abtolutely necef-
fary, from the mighty changes that have been made
in law and religion, from the many terms of art
required in trade and in war, from the new in-
ventions that have happened in the world, from [hi

val
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vaft fpreading of navigation and commerce, with
many other obvious circumftances, to have made
reat additions to that language ; yet the ancients
would ftill have been read and underftood with plea-
fure and eafe. The Greek tongue received many
enlargements between the time of Homer and that
of Plurarch ; yet the former author was probably
as well underftocd in Trajan’s time as the latter.
What Horace fays of words going off and perifbing
like leavés, and new ones coming in their place, is a
misfortune he laments, rather than a thing he ap-
provess but I cannot fee why this thould be abfo-
lutely neceffary, or, if it were, what would have
become of his monumentum aere perennius ?
Writing by memory only, as I do at prefent, I
would gladly keep within my depth ; and therefore
fhall not enter into further particulars. Neither do
I pretend more than to thew the ufefulnefs of this
defign, and to make fome general obfervations,
leaving the reft to that fociety, which 1 hope will
owe its inftitution and patronage to your Lordthip,
Befides, I would willingly avoid repetition, having
about a year ago communicated to the public much
of what I had to offer upon this fubjeét, by the
hands of an ingenious gentleman, who for a long
time did thrice a week divert or inftruct the king-
dom by his papers; and is {uppofed to purfue the
fame defign at prefentunder the title of Speétator.
This duthor, who hath tried the force and compafs
of our language with fo much fuccefs, agrees en-
tirely with me in moft of ‘my {entiments relating to
it ; fo do the greateit part of the men of wit and
learning, whom I have had the happinefs to con-
verfe with ; and therefore I imagine that fuch a fo-
ciety would be pretty unanimous in the main pointss
Your Lordfhip muft allow, that fuch a work as
this brought to perfeflion, would very much con- ‘
“tribute to the glory of her majefty’s reign; which
ought to be recorded in words more durable than
brafs,
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brafs, and fuch as our pofterity may read a thou-
fand years hence with pleafure as well as admirati-
on. I always difapproved that falfe compliment to
princes, that the moft laiting monument they can
have, is the hearts of their fubjects. It is indeed
their greateft prefent felicity to reign in their fub-
ject’s hearts; but thefe are too perifhable to pre-
{erve their memories,; which can only be done by
the pens of able and faithful hiftorians. And I
take it to be your Lordfhip’s duty, as Prime Mi-
nifter, to give order for infpecting our language,
and rendering it fit to record the hiftory of {o great
and good a princefs. Befides, my Lord, as difin-
terefted as you appear to the world, I am convin-
ced, that no man is more in the power of a pre-
vailing favourite paffion than yourfelf ; I mean the
defire of true and lafting honour, which you have
borne along with you through every ftage of your
life. To this you have often facrificed your inter=
eft, your eafe, and your health: For preferving
and increafing this, you have expofed your perfon
1o {ecret treachery and open violence. There is not
perhaps an example in hiftory of any minifter, whe
in fo {hort a time hath performed fo many great
things, and overcome {o many difficulties. Now,
though I am fully convinced, that you fear God,
honour your Queen, and love your country, as
much as any of “your fellow-fubjeéts, yet I muft
believe, that the delire of fame hath been no incon-
Giderable motive to quicken you in the purfuit of
thofe actions which will beft deferve it Butat the
fame time | muft be fo plain as to tell your Lord-
thip, that if you will not take fome care to fettle
our language, and put itinto a ftate of continu-
ance, I cannot promife that your memory thall be
preferved above an hundred years, farther than by
imperfet tradition.
‘A's barbarous and ignorant as we were in former
centuries, there were morc cffetual care taken by
onr
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our anceftors to preferve the memory of times and
perfons, than we find in this age of learning and
politenefs, as we are pleafed to call it. The rude
Latin of the Monks is ftill very intelligible ; where-
as, had their records been delivered down only in
the vulgar tongue, {o barren and fo barbarous, fo
fubjet to continual fiscceeding changes, they could
not now be underftood, unlefs by antiquaries, who
make it their ftudy to expound them. And we
muft at this day have been content with fuch poor
abitracts of our Englith ftory, as laborious men of
low genius would think fit to_give us; and even
thefe in the next age would be likewife fwallowed up
in fucceeding colle@ions. If things go on at this
rate, alll can promife your Lordthip, is, that, a-
bout two hundred years hence, fome painful com-
piler, who will be at the trouble of ftudying our
language, may inform the world, that in the reign
of Queen Anne, Robert Earl of Oxford, a very
wile and excellent man, was made High Treafurer,
and {aved his country, which in thofe days was al-
moft ruined by a Foreign War and a Domeftic Fac-
tion. Thue much he may be able to pick out, and
willing to transfer into his new hiftory ; but the reft
of your charater, which I or any other writer
may now value ourfelves by drawing, and the par-
ticular account of the great things done under your
miniftry, for which you are already fo celebrated
in moft parts of Europe, will probably be dropped,
on account of the antiquated ftyle and manner they
are delivered in. How then fhall any man, who
hath a genius for hiftory equal to the beft of the
ancients, be able to undertake fuch a work wich fpi-
rit and chearfulnefs, when he confiders that he will
be read with pleafure but a very few years, and in
an age or two fhall hardly be urderftood without an
interpreter ? This is like employing an excellent fta-
tuary to work upon mouldering ftone. Thofe, who
apply their frudies to preferve the memory of others,

1 will




LORD HIGH TREASURER. 319

will always have fome concern for their own. And
I believe it is for this reafon, that fo few writers
among us of any diftinétion *have turned their
thoughts to fuch a difcouraging employment: for
the beft Englifh hiftorian muft lie under this mor-
tification, that, when his fiyle grows antiquated,
he will be only' confidered as a tedious relator
fafts ; and perhaps confulted in his turn among
other neglected authors to furnifh materials for
fome future colletor.
T doubt your lordfhip is but ill entertained with
a few fcattered thoughts upon a fubjed, that de-
{erves to be treated with ability and care : however,
-1 muft beg leave to add a few words more, perhaps
not aliogether foreign to the fame matter. [know
not whether that which I am goingto fay may pals
for' caution, advice, or reproach, any of which
~will be juftly thought very improper from one in
my ftation to one in yours. However, I muft ven-
ture to affirm, that if genius and learning be'not
encouraged under your lordthip’s adminiftration,
you are the moft inexcufable perfon alive, ~ All
your other virtues, my Lord, will be defedtive
without this 3 your affability, candor, and godd
nature ; that perpetual agl'ee;lblcnefs of conver{a-
tion, fo difengaged in the midft of fuch a weight
of bufinefs and oppofition ; ‘even your juftice, pru-
dence, and magnaniniity, will fhine lefs bright
without it. ~ Your lordfhip is univerfally allowed
to poffefs a very large portion"in moft parts of li-
terature ; and to this you owe'the cultivating thofe
amany virtues which otherwifé would have been'lefs
adorned, or in lower perfection. Neither can you
acquit yourfelf of thefe obligations, ‘without letting
the arts in their turn {hare your influence and pro-
teCtion : befides, ‘who knows but {fome true genius
may happen to ariie under your miniftry, exortus
ut aetherius fol. Every age might perhaps produce
oie or two of thefe to adorn it, if they were mot
Nk Vs TRSE funk
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fudk under the cenfure and obloquy of plodding
fervile, imitating pedants; | do not mean by a true
genius, any bold writer, who breaks through the
rules of decency to diftinguith himfclf by the fingu-
larity of his opinions: but one, who upon a de-
ferving fubjeét is able to openr new fcencs, and dif-
cover a vein of trug and noble thinking, which ne-
ver entered into any imagination before; every
ftroke ot whofe pen is worth all the paper blotted
by hundreds of others in the compafs of their lives.
1 know, my Lord, your friends all offer in your
defence, that, in your private capacity, you never
vefufed your purle and credit to the fervice and
fupport of learned or. ingenious men ; and that e-
ver fince you have been in public employment, yon
have conitantly beftowed your favours on the molt
deferving perfons. But I defire: your lordfhip not
to be deceived : we never will ‘admit of thele ex-
cufes, nor will allow your private liberality, as great
as it is, to attone for your exceflive public thrife
But here again I am afraid molt good fubjects will
interpofe in your defence, by alledging the defpe-
rate condition you found the nation in, and the
neceflity there was for fo able and faithful a fteward
to retricve it, if poflible, by the ummoft frugality.
We grant all this, my Lord; but then it ought
likewife to be confidered, that you have already
faved feveral millions to the public, and that what
we afls is too inconfiderable to break into any rules
of the ftri¢teft good hiufbandry. The French King
.beftows about half a dozen penfions to learned mep
in feveral parts of Europe, and perhaps a dozen in
his own kingdem ; which in the whole do probably
pot amount to half the income of many a private
commoner in England ; yet Fave more contributed
to, the glory of that prince, than any million he
bath otherwife employed. For learning, like ajl
true merit, is ealily fatished ; whillt the falfe and
gounterfeit is perpetually craving, and aever thinks

it
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it hath enough, The fmalleft favour given by 2
great prince, as a mark of efteem, to reward the
endowments of the mind, never fails to be return-
ed with praife and gratitude, and loudly celebrated
to the world. I have known fome years ago feve-
ral penfions given to particular perions (how de-
fervedly I fhall not enquirc), any ove of which, if
divided into fmaller parcels, and diftributed by the
crown, to thofe who might upon occafion diftin-
guifh themfelves by fome extraordinary produdtion
of wit or learning, would be amply fufficient to
anfwer the end. Or if any fuch perfons were a-
bove money (as every great genius certainly is, with
very moderate conveniencies of life), a medal, or
fome mark of diftinction, would do full as well.
But I forget my province, and find myfelf turn-
ing projector before I am aware ; although it be
one of the laft charadters under which I fhould
defire to appear before your Lordihip, efpecially
when I have the ambition of afpiring to that of be-
ing, with the greateft refpeét and truth,

My LorD,
Your Lord[bip’s
maft cbedient, mof? obliged,

and mofl humble fervant.

London, Feb. 22.
1711-12.
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Some Freeg TuoucHTs upon the Pre-
SENT STaTe of AFFaIRs *.

Written in the year 1714.

HATEVER may be thought or practifed by
profound politicians, they will hardly be

able to convince the reafonable part of mankind,
that the moft plain, fhort, eafy, and lawful way to
any good end is not more cligible, than one direct-

®* About a manth before the demife of Queen Anne, the Dean
having laboured to reconcile the minilters to each other without fuc~
cels, retired to'the! houfe of a friend in Beisklhire, and never faw
them more. Bogg d u':.lb this retreat, he wrote the following trea-
tilz, which he thought might be of fome ufe even in that junéture,
and fent itup to London to be printed: but, upon fome ditference
in opinion between the author and the late Lord Bolingbraoke, the
publication was delaged uill the Queen's death : and then he recalled
his copy. It was afterwards placed in the hands of the late Alder-
man Barber, from whom it was obtained to be printed. -The ruin
of the min:ftry by this animofity ameng themfelves, was long fore-
{een and forerold by Swift; and ':dppc;rs by Lord Belingbroke’s let-
ter to Sir William Wyndham, that in his heart he renvunced his
friendfhip for Oxford long hefore the conclufion of the peace, though
it did not appeas till afterwards. ¢ The peace™, fays he, ¢ wmch
« had been judged to be the only folid io-tr‘da.mn whereupon we
« could erc€t a Tory, fyftem, and yet when it was made we found
¢ curielves at afland; nay, the very work, which ovght to have
¢¢ heen the bafis of our firength, was in part demolifhed before our
¢ eyes, and we were ftoned with the ruins of it.,”” This event pro-
bably rendered the difunien of the miniftry vifible ; fome principally
endeavouring to fecure themfelves, fome fill labouring to eftablifh ac
all events the party they had efpoufed, which faw npthing but ¢ in-
¢ creafe of mortification and nearer approaches to ruin’, And it is
not to be wondered at, that when this treatife was written, the Dean’s
attempts to reconcile his friends were uniuccefiful ; for Bolingbroke
declares, that he abhorred Oxford to fuch a degree, that he would
rather have fuffered banithment or death, than have raken meafures
in concert with him to have avoided either,

When you have read this pamphler, dig gito u-"frﬁ. latellum, Or-
rery.
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ly contrary in fome or all of thefe qualities. I
have been frequently aflured by great minifters,
that politics were nothing but common f{enfe ;
which, as.it was the only true thing they {poke, fo
it was the only thing they could have withed I
{hould not believe.. God hath given the bulk of
mankiod a capacity to underftand reafon when it
is fairly offered ; and by reafon they would eafily
be governed, it it were left to their choice, Thofe
princes in all ages, who were moft diftinguifhed
for their myfterious fkill in government, found by
the event, that they had ill confulted their own
quict, or the eafe and happinefs of their people:
ror hath pofterity remembered them with honour;
fuch as Lyfander and Philip among the Greeks,
Tiberius in Rome, Pope Alexander the fixth and
his fon Cxfar Borgia, Queen C therine de Medicis,
Philip the fecond of Spain, with many others. Nor
are examples lefs frequent of minifters, famed for
men of de¢p intrigue, whofe politics have produced
little more than murmurings, factions, and dif=
contents, which ufually, terminated ‘inthe difgrace
and ruin of the authors.

I can recolleét bur three occafions in a ftate,
where the talents of fuch men may be thought ne-
ceffary ; I mean in a ftate where the prince is obey=
ed and loved by his fubjeéts: firft, in the nego-
ciation of a peace; fecondly, in adjufting the in=
terefis of our own country with thofe of the nas
tions round vs, watching the feveral motions of
our neighbours and allies, and preferving a due
balance among them: laitly, in the management
of parties and factions at home. In the firft of
thefe cafes I have often heard it obferved, that
plain good {enfe and a firm adherence to the point,
have proved more effeftual than all thofe arts,
which I remember a great foreign minifter ufed
in conrempt to call the fpivit of negociating. Inv
the fecond cafe much wifdom and a thorough
knowledge
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knowledge in affairs, both foreign and domefiic,
are certainly required : after which I know no ta-
lents neceffary befides method and fkill in the com-
mon forms of bufinefs, In the laft cafe, which is
that of managing partics, there feems indeed to be
more occafion for employing this gifc of the lower
politics, whenever the tide runs high againft the
court and miniftry, which feldom happens under
any tolerable adminiftration, while the true inte-
reit of the nation is purfued. But, here in Eng-
land (for [ do not pretend to eftablifh maxims of
government in general) while the prince and mi-
niftry, the clergy, the majority of landed-men,
and bulk of the people, appear to have the {fame
views and the fame principles, it is not obvious to
me, how thofe at the helm can have many oppor-
tunities of {hewing their fkill in myftery and re-
finement, befides what themfelves think fit to
create

1 have been aflured by men long pradtifed in bu-
finels, that the fecrets of court are much fewer
than we generally fuppofe; and I hold it for the
greateft fecrer ot court, that they are fo : becaufe
the firft {prings of great events, like thofe of great
rivers, are often fo mean and fo litdle, thatin de-
cency they ought to be hid : and therefore mini-
fters are fo wife to leave their proceedings to be ac-
counted for by reafoners at a diftance, who often
mould them into (yftems, that do not only go down
very well in the coffee-houfe, but are fupplies for
pampblets in the prefent age, and may probably
furni(h materials for memoirs and hiftories in the
next.

It is true indeed, that even thofe who are very
near the court; and are fuppofed to have alarge
fhare in the management of public matters, are apt
to deduét wrong confequences, by reafoning upon
the caufes and motives of thofe ations wherein
themf{elves are employed. A great minifler puts

you
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you a cale, and afks your opinion, but conceals
an eflential circumftance, upon which the whole
weight of the matter turns ; then he defpifeth your
underftanding for counfelling him no beiter, and
concludes he ought to truft entirely to his own
wifdom. Thus he grows to abound in fecrets and
referves, even towards thofe, with whom he ought
to act in the greateft confidence and concert : and
thus the world is brought to judge, that whatever
be the iflue and event, it was all torefeen, confriv-
ed, and brought to pafs by fome mafter-firoke of
his politics.

I could produce innumerable inftances, from my
own memory and obfervation, of events imputed to
the profound fkill and addrefs of a minifter, which
in reality were either the mere effect of negligence,
weaknefs, humour, paffion, or pride, or, at beft,
but the natural courfe of things left to themfelves.

During this very feflion of parliament, a mofk
ingenious gentleman, who hath much credit with
thofe in power, would needs have it, that in the
late diffinfions at couit, which grew too high to
be any longer a fcerét, the whole matter was car-
ried with the utmoft dexterity on one fide, and
with manifeft ill conduét on the other. To prove
this, he made ufc of the moft plaufible topics,
drawn from the nature and difpofition of the feve-
ral perfons concerned, as well as of her majefty 3
all which he knows as much of as any man: and
gave me a detail of the whole, with fuch an ap-
pearance of probability, as committed to writing
would pafs for an admirable piece of f{ecret hiftory.
Yer I am at the fame time convinced by the ftrong-
eft reafons, that the iflue of thofe difflenfions, as to
the part they had in the court and houfe of lords,
was partly owing to very different caufes, and part-
ly to the Gitnation of affairs, from whence in that

conjuncture they could not eafily terminate other-
wile

-
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wife than they did, whatever unhappy confequences
they may have for the future.

In like manner I have heard a phyfician pro-
nounce with great gravity, that he had cured fo
many patients of malignant fevers, and as many
more of the fmall pox ; whereas in truth nine parts
in ten of thofe who recovered, owed their lives to
the ftrength of nature and a good conftitution,
while fuch a one happened to be their doctor.

But, while it isfo difficult to learn the fprings and
motives of fome faéts, aed {o eafy to forget the
citcum{tances of others, it is no wonder-they fhould
be fo grofsly mifreprefented to the public, by curi-
ous inquifitive heads, who proceed altogether upon
conjectiires, and in reafoning upon affairs of ftate,
are {ure to be miftaken, by fearching too deep.
And as T have known this to'be the frequent error
of many others, fo I'am furé it hath been perpetu-
ally mine, wheneverl have attempred to difcover
the caufe of political events by refinement and con-
je€ture 3 which I muft ‘acknowledge’ hath very
much abated my veneration for what they call
arcana imperii whereof 1 dare pronounce, that the
fewer there are in any adminiftration, it is juft fo
much the better.

What I have hitherto faid, hath by no means
been intended to detradt from the qualiries requifite
in thofe, who are wrufted with the adminiftration
of public affairs; on the contrary, 1 know no fta-
tion of life, where great abilities and virtues of all
kinds are fo highly neceffiry, and where the want
of any is fo quickly or univerfally fele. A great
minilter hath no virtue for which the public may
not be the better, nor any defcét by which the
public is not certainly a fufferer. I have known
more than once or twice, within four years paft,
an omiffion, in appearance very f{mall, prove al-
molt faral to a whole fcheme, and very hardly re-
retrieved. It is not always fufficient for the per-

1 fon
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fon at the helm, that he is intrepid in his nature,
free from any tinture of avarice or corruption, and
that he hath great natural and acquired abilities.

T never thought the reputation of much fecrecy
was a character of any advantage to a minifter, be-
canfe it put all other men upon their guard to be
as {ecret as he, and was confequently the occafion
that perfons and things were always mifreprefented
to him : becaufe likewile, too great an affectation
of fecrecy is ufually thought to be attended with
thofe little intrigues and refinements, which among
the vulgar denominate a man a great politician; but
among others is apt, whether defervedly or no, to
acquire the opinion of cunning: 2a talent, which
differs as much from the true knowledge of govern-
ment, as that of an attorney from an able lawyer.
Neither indeed am I altogether convinced, that this
habit of multiplying fecrets may not be carried on,
{fo far as to ftop that communication which is ne-
ceflury, in fome degree, among all who have any
confiderable part in the management of public af-
fairs: becaufe I have obferved the inconveniencies
arifing from a want of love between thole who were
to give direflions, to have been of as ill confequence
as any that could happen from the difcovery of fe-
crets. I fuppofe, when a building is to be erefted,
the model may be the contrivance only of one head;
and it is fufficient that the under-workmen be or-
dered to cut ftones into certain fhapes, and place

them in certain pofitions : but the feveral mafter-
builders muft have fome general knowledge of the
defign, without which they can give no orders at
all.” And, indeed, 1 do not know a greater mark
of an able minifter, than that of rightly adapting
the {everal faculties of men ; nor is any thing more
to be lamented than the impraéticablenefs of doing
this in any great degree under our prefent circum-
ftances, while fo m ny fhut themfclves out by ad-
hering to a fadtion, and while the court is inflaved

Vor. V. U u to
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to the impatience of others, who defire to fell their
vote, or their interelt, as dear as they can. But
whether this hath not been fubmitted to more than
was neceflary, whether it hath not been dangerous
in the example, and pernicious in the practice, I
will leave to the inquiry of thofe who can better de-
termine.

It may be matter of no little admiration to confi-
der in fome lights the ftate of affairs among us for
four years paft. The Queen finding herfelf, and
the majority of her kingdom, grown weary of the
avarice and infolence, the miftaken politics, and
deftruétive principles of her former minifters ; calls
to the fervice of the public another fet of men, who,
by confeflion of their enemies, had equal abilities
at leaft with their predeceflors ; whofec intereft made
it neceffary for them (although their inclinations
had been otherwife,) to at upon thofe maxims,
which were moft apreeable to the conftitution in
church and ftate ; whofe birth and patrimonies gave
them weight in the nation; and who (I {peak of
thofe who were to have the chief part in affairs,)
had long lived under the ftricteft bonds of friend-
thip : with all thefe advantages, fupported by a vaft
majority of the landed intereft, and the inferior
clergy almoft to a man, we have feveral times feen
the prefent adminiftration in the greateft diftrefs,
and very near the brink of ruin, together with the
caufe of the church and monarchy committed to
their charge; neither doth it appear to me at the
mioute | am now writing, that their power or du-
ration arc upon any tolerable foot of fecurity : which
I do not fo much impute to the addrefs and induf-
try of their enemies, as to fome failures among
themfelves, which I think have been full as vifible
in their caufes as their effeéls.

Nothing hath given me greater indignation than
to behold a miniftry, who came with the advantages
I have reprefented, alting ever fince upon the de-

fenfive
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fenfive in the Houfe of Lords with a majority on
their fide, and, inftead of calling others to account,
as it was reafonably expected, mifpending their
time and lofing many opportunities of doing good,
becaufe a firuggling faction kept them continually
in play. This courage among the adverfaries of
the court was infpired into them by various inci-
dents, for every one of which 1 think the minifters,
or (if that was the cafe,) the minifter alonz is to
anfwer.

For, firft, that race of politicians, who in the
cant phrafe are called the whimficals *, was never
{o numerous, or at leaft fo adtive, as it hath been
fince the great change at court; many of thofe who
pretended wholly to be in with the principles, upon
which her Mujefty and her new fervants proceeded,
cither abfenting themfelves with the utmoft indif-
ference, in thole conjunctures whereon the whole
caufe depended, or fiding direftly with the encmny.

I very well remember, when this miniftry was not
above a year old, there was 2 litle murmuring
among fuch as are called the higher Tories or
Churchmen, that quicker progrefs was not made in
removing thofe of the difcontented party out of em-
ployments. I remember likewife, the realonings
upon this matter were various, even among many
who were allowed to know a good deal of the in-
fide of the court: fome Tuppofed the Queen was at
firflt prevailed on to make that great change, with
no other view than that of acting for the furuie up-
on a moderating fcheme, in order to reconcile both
parties ; and I believe there might poflibly have been
for this fuppofition. Others con-
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order to keep alive the hopes of many more impa-
tient candidates than ever could be gratified. This
hath fince been looked on as a very high ftrain of
politics, and to have fucceeded accordingly ; becaufe
it is the opinion of many, that the numerous pre-
tenders to places would never have been kept in or-
der, if all expetation had been cut off, Others
were yet more refined ; and thought it neither wife
nor fafe wholly to extinguifh all oppofition from
the other fide ; becaufe in the nature of things.it
was abfolutely neceffary that there fhould be parties
in an Englith pailiament; and a fadtion, already
odious to the people, might be fuffered to continue
with lefs danger, than aby new one that could arife.
To confirm this, it was faid, that the majority in
the Houfe of Commons was too great on the fide of
the High-church, and began to form themfelves in-
to a body, (by the name of the O¢tober Club,) in
order to put the miniftry under fubjection. Laitly,
the danger of introducing too great a number of
unexperienced men at once into office, was urged
as an irrefragable reafon for making changes by {low
degrees. To difcard an able officer from an em-
ployment, or part of a commiffion, where the re-
venue or trade were concerned, for no other reafon
but differing in fome principles of government,
might be of terrible confequence.

However, it is certain, that none of thefe excules
were able to pafs among men, who argued only
from the principles of general reafon, For firft,
they looked upon all fchemes of comprehenfion to
be as vilionary and impofiible in the {tate, as in the
church. Secondly, while the fpirit raifcd by the
trial of Dr. Sacheverel continued in motion, men
were not fo keen upon coming in themiclves, as to
{ee their enemies out, and deprived of all afliltance
to do mifchief: and it is urged further, that this
general ambition of hunting after places, grew
chiefly from fecing them {o long undifpofed of, and

fl'()ll}
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from too general an encouragement by promifes, to
all who were thought capable of doing either good
or hurt. Thirdly, the fear of creating another
party, in cafe the prefent faétion were wholly {ub-
dued, was, in the opinion of plain men, and In re-
gard to the firuation of our affairs, too great a fa-
crifice of the nation’s [afety to the genius of politics;
confidering how much was to be done, and how
little time might probab!y be allowed. DBefides, the
divifions of a Houfe of Commons into court and
country parties, which was the evil they feemed to
apprehend; could never be dangerous to a good
miniftry, who had the true intereft and conftitution
of their country at heart: as for the apprehenfion
of too great a majority in the Houfe of Commons,
it appeared to be fo vain, thatupen fome points of
importance the court was hardly able to procure one.
And the O&ober Club, which appeared fo formi-
dable at firft to fome politicians, proved in the fe-
quel to be the chief fupport of thole who fufpcéted
them. It was likewife very well known that the
greateft part of thofe men, whom the former mi-
niftry left in poflcflion of employments, were louds
ly charged with infufficiency or corruption, over
and above their obnoxious tenets in religion and go-
ernment 5 {o that it would have been a matter of
{ome difficulty to make a worfe choice ; befides, that
plea for keeping mea of fadtious principles in em-
ployment upon the fcore of their abilities, was
thought to be extended a liule too {ar, and con-
ftrued to take in all employments whatfoever, al-
though many of them r quired no more abilities
than would ferve to qualify a gentleman ufher at
court : fo that this laft excufe for the very {low
fteps made in difarming the adverfariss of the
crown, was allowed indeed to have more plaufibi-

lity, but lefs truth than any of the former.
I do not here preteud 0 condemn the counfels
or actions of the prefent miniftry « their fufety and
intereft
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interefl are vifibly united with thofe of the public;
they are perfons of unqueftionable abilities, altoge-
altogether unfulpeéted of avarice or corruption,
and have the advantage to be further recommended
by the dread and hatred of the oppofite faction.
However, it is manifeft, that the zeal of their
friends hath been cooling towards them for above
two years paft ; they have been frequently deferted
or diftrefied upon the moft prefling occalions, and
very near giving up in defpair : their charaéters have
been often treated with the utmolt barbarity and
injuftice in both houfes, by fcurrilous and enraged
orators ; while their neareft friends, and even thole
who muft have a fhure in their difgrace, never of-
fered a word in their vindication.

When I examine with myfelf what occafions the
miniftry may have given for this coldnefs, incon-
ftancy, and difcontent among their friends, T at
the fame time recolleét the various conjcétures, rea-
fonings, and fuipicions, which have run {o freely
for three years paft, concerning the defigns of the
court: I do not only mean fuch conjectures, as are
born in a coffee-houfe, or invented by the malice
of a party, but alfo the conclufions (however mifta-
ken,) of wife and good men, whofe quality and fta-
tion fitted them to underftand the reafon of public
proceedings, and in whofe power it lay to recom-
mend or difgrace an adminiliration to the people, I
muft therefore take the boldnefs to affert, that all
thefe difcontents, how ruinous foever they may
prove in the confequences, have moft unneceflarily
arifen from the want of a due communicaticn and
concert, Every man mult have a light futhcient for
the length of the way he is appointed to go; there
is 2 degree of confidence due to all ftations; and a
petty conftable will neither aét chearfully or wifely
without that fhare of it, which properly belongs to
him: although the main {pring in a watch be out
of fight, there is an intermediate communication
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between it-and the fmalleft wheel, or elfe no. ufeful
motion could be performed. This referved myfte-
rious way of afting, upon points where there ap-
peared not the lealt occafion for it, and towards
perfons, who at leaft, in right of their pofis, ex-
«&ted a more open treatment, was imputed to fome
hidden defign, which every man conjectured to be
the very thing he was moft afraid of. Thofe who
profefled the height of whatis called the church
principle, {ufpected, that a comprehenfion was in-
tended. wherein the moderate men on both fides
might be equally employed. Others went farther,
and dreaded fuch a comp ehenfion, as dire&tly tend-
ing to bring the old exploded principles and perfons
once more into play. Again, fome affeéted to be
unealy about the fucceflion, and feemed to think
there was a view of introducing that perfon, what-
ever he is, who pretends to claim the crown by in-
Leritance. Others, efpecially of lite, furmifed on
the contrary, that the demands of the houfe of
Hanover were induftrioufly fomented by fome in
power, without the privity of the or
Now, although thele accufations were too inconfil-
tent to be all of them true, yet they were malici-
oudly fuffered to pafs, and thereby took off much
of that populru‘iry, which thofe at the helm {Lood
in need of, to fupport them wnder the difficulties
of a long perplexing negotiation, a daily addition of
public debrs, and an exbaufted treafury.

But the effeéts of this myftical manner of pro-
ceeding did not end here : for the late diffenfions
between the great men at court (which have been,
for fome time paft, the public entertainment of eve-
ry coffechoule,) are {aid to have ariien from the
fime fountain; while on one fide very great re-
{erve, and certainly very great refentment on the
other *, if we may believe  general report, (for 1

e was the cau’e of Bolingbreke's refentment,

pretend
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pretend to know no farther,) have inflamed animo-
fities to fuch a height, as to make all reconcilement
impradticable. Suppofing this to be true, it may
ferve for a great leflon of humiliation to mankind,
to behold the habits and paflions of men, otherwife
highly accomplithed, triumphing over intereft,
friendfhip, honour, and their own perfonal fafety,
as well as that of their country, and probably of a
moft gracious princefs, who hath intrufted it to
them. A fhip’s crew quarreling in'a ftorm, or
while their enemies are within gun-fhot, is butr a
faint idea of this fatal infatuation : of whichy altho’
it be hard to fay enough, fome people may thiok
perhaps I have already faid too much.

Since this unhappy incident, the defertion of
friends, and lofs of reputation, have been fo great,
that T do not fee how the minifters could have con-
tinued many weeks in their ftations, if their oppo-
fers of all kinds had agreed about the methods by
which they fhould be ruined : and their prefervation
hitherto feems to refemble his, who had two poi-
fons given him together of contrary operations,

1t may feem very impertinent in one of my level
to point out to thofe who fit at the helm, what
courfe they ought to fteer. I know enough of courts
to be fenfible, how meanan opinion great miniiters
have of moft men’s underftanding ; to a degree,
that in any other fcience would be called the grof-
feft pedantry. However, unlefs 1 offer my {enti-
ments in this point, all I have hitherto faid will be
to no purpofe.

The general withes and defires of a people are
perhaps more obvious to other men, than to mini-
{ters of ftate. There are two points of the higheft
importance, wherein a very great majority of the
kingdom appear perfeétly hearty and unanimous.
Firft, that the church of England fhould be pre-
ferved entire in all her rights, powers and privileges;
all dotrines relating to government dilcouraged,

2 which
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which fhe condemns ; all {chifms, fe&ts and here-
Ges difcountenanced and kept under due fubjection,
as far as confifts with the lenity of our conftitution 3
her open enemies (among whom I include at leaft
diffenters of all denominations; not trufted with the
fmalleft degree of civil or military power ; and her
fecret adverfaries, under the name of Whigs, Low-
church, Republicans, Moderation-men and the
\ike, receive no marks of favour from the crown,
but what they fhould deferve by a fincere reforma-
tion.
Had this point been fteadily purfued in all its
parts, for three years paft, and aflerted as the a-
vowed refolution of the court, there muft probably
have been an end of faétion, which hath been able
ever fince with fo much vigour to difturb and in-
fult the adminiftration. I know very well, that
fome refiners pretend to argue for the ufefulnels
of parties in fuch a government as ours: I have
faid fomething of this already, and have heard a
great many idle wife topics upon the fubje&t. But
I fhall not argue that matter at prefent ; I {fuppofe,
{f 2 man thinks it neceflary to play with a ferpent,
he will chufe one of a kind that is leaft mifchiev-
ous ; otherwife, although it appears to be crufhed,
it may have life enough to fting him to death. So,
I thiok it is not fafe tampering with the prefent
fadtion, at leaft at this juncture: firft, becaufe
their principles and practices have been already ve-
ry dangerous to the conftitition in church and
{tate : {fecondly, becaufe they are highly irritated
with the lofs of their power, full of venom and
vengeance, and prepared to eXecute every thing
that rage or malice can fuggeft : but principally be-
caufe they have prevailed by mifreprefen tations and
other artifices, to make the fucceflor lock upon
them as the only perfons he can truft : upon which
account they cannot be too foon, or t00 much dif-
abled : neither will England ever be fafe from the
Vou. V. Xx attempts
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attempts of this wicked confederacy, until their
ftrength and intereft be fo far reduced, that, for
the future it fhall not be in the power of the crown
although in conjunétion with any rich and factious
body of men, to chufe an ill majority in the Houfe
of Commons.

One ftep very neceflary to this great work, will
be to regulate the army, and chiefly thofe troops,
which in their turns have the care of her Majefty’s
perfon; who are moft of them fitter to guard a
prince under an high court of juftice, than feated
on the throne. The peculiar hand of providence
hath hatherto preferved her Majefty, encompafled,
whether fleeping or travelling, by her enemies :
but fince religion teacheth us, that providence
ought not to be tempted, it is ill venturing to truft
that precious life any longer to thofe, who, by
their public behaviour and difcourfe, difcover their
impatience to fee it at an end ; that they may have
liberty to be the inftruments of glutting at once the
revenge of their patrons and their own, It thould
be well remembered, what a fatisfaction thele gen-
tlemen (after the example of their betters) were fo
fanguine to exprefs upon the Queen’s laft illnefs at
Windfor, and what threatenings they ufed of refuf-
ing to obey their general, in cafe that illnefs had
proved fatal. Nor do I think it a want of charity
to fufpect, that, in fuch an evil day, an enrag-
ed faction would be highly pleafed with the
power of the {word, and with great connivance
Icave it fo long unfheathed, until they were got
rid of their moft formidable adverfaries. In the
mean time it muft be a very melancholy profpect,
that, whenever it fhall pleafe God to vifit us with
this calamity, thofe who are paid to be defenders
of the civil power, will {tand ready for any alts of
violence, that a junto, compofed of the greateft e-
nemies to the conftitution, fhall think fit to enjoin
them,

The
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The other point of great importance is the fecu-
rity of the proteftant fucceffion in the houfe of Ha-
nover: not from any partiality to that illnftrious
houfe, turther than as it hath had the honour to
mingle with the blood royal of England, and is the
nearcft branch of our legal line reformed from po-
pery. This point hath one advantage over the for-
mer, that both parties profefs to defire the fame
bleffing for pofterity, but differ about the means of
fecuring it.  ¥rom whence it hath come to pafs,
that the proteftant fucceffion, in appearance the
defire of the whole nation, hath proved the great-
eft topic of flander, jealoufy, fufpicion and difcon-
tent.

I have been fo curious as to afk feveral 2cquain-
tances among the oppolite party, whether they, o¥
their leaders, did really fufpett there had been ever
any defign in the miniftry to weaken the fucceflion
1a favour of the pretender, or of any other perfon
whatfoever. Some of them freely anfwered in the
negative : others were of the fame opinion, but ad-
ded, they did not know what might be done in
time, and upon farther provocations others again
feemed to believe the affirmative, but could never
produce any plaufible grounds for their belief. 1
have likewife been aflured by 2 perfon of fome con-
fequence, that, during a very near and conftant
familiarity with the great men at court for four
years paft, he never could obferve, even in thoiz
hours of converfation where there is ufually lealt
reltraint, that one word ever pai’f:d among them 0
(hew a diflike to the prefent {=tdlement ; although
they would fometimes lament, that the falfe repre-
fentation of their’s and the kingdom’s enemies had
mpreffions in the mind of the {ucceflor.

made fome i
acquaintance, I can fafely

As to my own circle of
affirm, that, excepting thole who are nonjurors by
rofeflion, | have not met with above two perious
who appeared to have anv ferpples concerning the
Riexn 2 prefent
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prefent limitation of the crown. I therefore think
it may very impartially be pronounced, that the
number of thofe, who wifh to fee the fon of the
abdicated prince upon the throne, is altogether in-
confiderable. And further, I believe it will be
found, that there are none who fo much dread a-
ny attempt he fhall make for the recovery of his
imagined rights, as the Roman Catholics of Eng-
land ; who love their freedom and properties too
well to defire his entrance by a French army, and a
field of blood ; who mult continue upon the fame
foot if he changeth his religion, and muft expect
to be the firft and greateft {ufferers if he fhould
happen to fail.

As to the perfon of this nominal prince, he lies
under all manner of difadvantages: the vulgar i-
magine him to have been a child impofed upon
the nation, by the fraudulent zeal of his parents
and their bigotted counfellors ; who took {pecial
care, againft all the rules of common policy, to e-
ducate him in their hateful fuperfiition, fucked in
with his milk and confirmed in his manhood, too
ftrong to be now fhaken by Mr. Lefley * ; and a
counterfeit converfation will be too grofs to pafs
upon the kingdom, after what we have feen and
fuffered from the like practice in his father. He is
likewile faid to be of weak intelleétuals, and an un-
found conftitution : he was treated contemptibly e-
nough by the young princes of France, even dur-
ing the war; is now wholly negleted by that
crown, and driven to live in exile upona fmall ex-
hibition : he is utterly unknown in Lngland, which
he left in the cradle : his father’s friends are moft
of them dead, the reft antiquated or poor. Six and

* Lefley was a nonjurirg clergyman. who wrote a letter from
Birleduc in Lorrain, the place of the pretender’s refidence, addreffed
to a member of parliament in London, in praifc and on behalf of
his prince, The letter was printed, aud publicly handed about in

London.
twenty
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twenty years have almoft paft fince the revolution,
and the bulk of thofe who are now moft in action,
either at court, in parliament, or public oilices,
were then boys at {chool or the univerlities, and
look upon that great change to have happened dur-
ing a period of time for which they are not ac-
countable. The logic of the higheft torics is now,
that this was the eftablithment they found, as foon
as they arrived to a capacity of judging ; that they
had no hand in turning out the late king, and
therefore have no crime to anfwer for, if it were a-
ny : that the inheritance to the crown is fixed in
purfuance of laws made ever fince their remem-
brance, by which all papifts are excluded, and they
have no other rule to go by : that they will no
more difpute King William IIl’s. title, than King
William I's.; fince they muft have recourfe to hi-
ftory for both : that they have been inftructed in
the doctrines of paflive obedience, non-refiftance
and hereditary-right, and find them all neceflary
for preferving the prefent eftablifhment in church
and @ate, and for continuing the fucceflion in the
houfe of Hanover, and muft, in their own opinion
renounce all thofe dodtrines, by {ctting up any o-
ther title to the crown, This, I fay, feems to be
the political creed of all the high-principled men I
have for {fome time met with of forty years old and
under ; which although I do not pretend to juftify
in every part, yet I am fure it fets the proteftant
{fucceflion upon a much firmer foundation, than all
the indigefted fchemes of thofe who profefs to adt
upon what they call revolution-principles.

Neither thould it perhaps be foon forgotten, that,
during the greateft licentioufnefs of the prefs, while
the facred charaéter of the Queen was every day in-
{fulted in factious papers and ballads, not the leaft
refleéting infinuation ever appeared againft the Ha-
nover family, whatever occafion was offered to in-

temperate
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temperate pens, by the rafhnefs or indifcretion of
one or two minifters from thence,

From all thefe confiderations, I muft therefore
lay it down as an inconteftable truth, that the fuc-
ceffion to thefe kingdoms in the illuftrious houfe of
Hanover, is as firmly fecured as the nature of the
thing can poflibly admit ; by the oaths of all thofe
who are intrufted with any office, by the very prin-
ciples of thofe who are termed the High Church,
by the general inclinations of the people, by the in-
fignificancy of that perfon who claims it from in-
heritance and the little afliftance he can expect, ei-
ther from princes abroad, or adherents at home.

However, fince the virulent oppofersof the queen
and her adminiftration, have fo far prevailed by
their emiflaries at the court of Hanover, and by
their pratices upon one or two ignorant, unman-
nerly Meflengers trom thence, as to make the Llec-
tor defire fome farther fecurity, and fend over a
Memorial here 1o thatend : ‘T 'he great queftion is,
how to give reafonable fatisfaction to His Highnefs,
and (what is infinitely of greater confequence) at
the fame time, confult the honour and fafety of
the Queen, whofe quict Poficfiion is of much more
confequence to us of the prefent age, than his Re-
verfion. The fubftance of his memorial, if I re-
tain it right, is to defire that fome one of his fami-
ly might live in England. with fuch a maintenance
as is ufual to thote of the royal bloed, and that
certain titles thould be conferred upon the reft, ac-
cording to ancient cuftom, The memorial doth
not fpecify which of the family fhould be invited
to refide heres and if it had, I believe however her
Majeity would have looked upon it as a circum-
ftance left to her own choice.

But, as all this is meft manifeftly unneceffary in
itfelf, and only in compliance with the miftaken
doubts of a prefumptive heir; fo the nation would
(to fpeak in the language of Mr. Steci) exped, that

her
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her Majcfty (hould be made perfeétly eafy from
that fide for the future ; no more to be alarmed with
apprehentions of vifits or demands of writs, where
#* {he hath not thought fit to give any invitation,
The nation would likewife expect, that there fhould
be an end of all private commerce between that
court and the leaders of a party here ; and, that
his Eleétoral Highnefs (hould declare himf{elf entire-
ly fatisfied with all her Majefty’s proceedings, her
treaties of peace and commerce, her alliances abroad
her choice of minifters at home, and parricularly
in her moft gracious condefcenfions, to his requeft :
that he would, upon all proper occafions, and in
the moft public manner, difcover his utter diflike
of fatious perfons and principles, but, cfpecially
of that party, which under the pretence or fhelier
of his protetion, hath {o long difquieted the king-
dom : and laftly, that be would acknowledge the
goodpefs of the Yueen, and juitice of the nation,
in fo fully fecuring the {ucceflion to his family.
It is indeed a problem which I could never com-
prehended, why the court of Hanover, who have
all along thought themfclves fo perfeétly fecure in
the affections, the principles, and the profeflions of
the Low-Church party, {hould not have endeavour-
ed, according to the ufual politics of princes, to
gain over thofe who were reprefented as their ene-
hies ; fince thefe fuppoled enemics had {o many ad-
vances, were in puifci’ﬁzm of all the powers, had
framed the very fettlement to which that illuftrious
family owes its claim; had all of them abjured the
pretender ; were now employed in the great offices
of ftate, and compofed a majority in both houfes
of parliament. Not to mention, that the Queen

ry from the Elcor of Hanover,
Prince to It in tl e of Peers
ted, that his Highnels w suld

# BaroaSchutz, envoy extraordi
demanded a Wit for the
of Cimbridge, and 1t was ex
& made a vific to
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herfelf, with the bulk of the landed gentry and
commonalty throughout the kingdom, were of the
number. This, onewould think, might be a ftrength
fufficient not only to obitruét but to heftow a fuc-
ceflion : and fince the prefumed heir could not but
be perfectly fecure of the other party, whofe grear-
eft avowed grievance was the pretended danger of
his future rights; it might therefore furcly have
been worth his while, to have made at leaft one ftep
towards cultivating a fair correfpondence with the
power in poflt fion. Neither could thofe, who are
called his friends, have blamed him, or with the
leaft decency enter into any engagements for defeat-
ing his title.

Jut why may not the reafons of this proceeding
in the eletor be direétly contrary to what is com-
monly imagined ? Methinks I could endeavour to
belicve, that his Highnefs is thoroughly acquainted
with both parties ; is convinced, that no true mem-
ber of the church of England can eafily be thaken
in his principles of loyalty, or forget the obligation
of an oath, by any provocation: That thefe are
therefore the people he intends to rely upon, and
keeps only fair with the others, from a true notion
he hath of their dotrines, which prompt them to
forget their duty upon every motive of intereft or
ambition. If this conjeture be right, his Highnefs
cannot fure but entertain a very high efteem of fuch
minifters, who continue to aét under the dread and
appearance of a fucceffor’s urmoft difpleafure, and
the threats of an enraged fation, whom he is fup-
pofed alone to favour, and to be guided entirely in
his judgement of Britifh affairs and perfons by their
OplnIOOSo

But to return from this digreffion : the prefence
of that infait prince * among us could not, I think,

* The infant prince was the fon of the electoral prince of Hanoyer
who might be chofen to refide here in confequence of the Memorial,
Sce p. 351.
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in any fort, be inconfiftent with the fafety of the
Queen ; he would be in no danger of being corrup-
ted in his principles, or expofed in his perfon by
vicious companions; he could be at the head of no
£2&tious clubs and cabals, nor be attended by a hi-
ved rabble, which his flatterers might reprefent as
popularity. He would have none of that impatience
which the frailty of human nature gives to expect-
ing heirs. There would be no pretence for men to
ake tlieir court by affe@ting German modes and
refinements in drefs or behaviour : nor would there
be an occafion of infinuating to him, how much
more his levee was Frcquentcg than the anti-cham-
bers of St. James’s. Add to all this, the advanta-
ges of being educated in our religion, laws, lan-
guage, manners, nature of the governmént, each
fo very different from thofe he would leave behind.
By which likewife he might be highly ufeful to his
father, if that prince fhould happen to furvive her
Majefty.

The late King William, who, after his marriage
with the lady Mary of England, could have no
probable expectation of the crown, and very little e-
ven of being a Queen’s hufband, (the Duke of York
having a young wife,) was no ftranger to our lan-
guage or manners, and went often to the chapel
of his princefs; which T obferve the rather, becaufe
I could heartily wifh the fame difpofition were in
another court, and becaufe it may be difagreeable
to a prince to.take up new doérines on a fudden,
or fpeak to his fubjets by an interpreter.

An ill-natured or inquifitive man may ftill, per-
Bap:, defire to prefs the queftion farther, by afks
ing, what is to be done, in cafe it fhould {fo happen,
that this malevolent working party at home hath
credit enough with the court of Hanover, to conti-
nue the fulpicion, jealoufy, and uneafine(s there
againft the Queen and her miniftry ; to make fuch
demands be fill infifted on, as are by no means

VoL, V. Xy thought
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thought proper. to be complied with ; and in the
mean time to fland at arms lenpth with hee Majefty,
and in clofe conjunétion with thofe who oppole her.
I take the anfwer to be ealy; in all contefts, the
{afeft way is to put thofc we difpute with, as much
in the wrong as we can. When ber Majefty fhall
have offered fuch or the like conceflions as I have
abbve mentioned, in order to remove thofe [cruples,
artificially raifed in the mind of the expectant heir,
and to divide him from that faction by which he is
{fuppofed to have been milled ;. fhe hath done as
much a5 any prince can do, and more than any
other would probably do in her cafe; and will be
juftified before God and man, whatever be the
event. The equitable part of thofe who now fide
againft the court, will probably be more temperate;
and,. if ‘4 due difpatch be made in placing the civil
and military power in the hands of fuch as wifh
well to the conftitution, it cannot be any way for
the quiet or intereft of a fuccefior to gratify fo fmall
a fation, as will probably then remain, at the ex=
pence of a much more numerous and confiderpbl
part of his fubjedls. Neither do 1 fee how the
principles of fuch a party, citaer in religion or go*
vetnment, will ‘prove very agreeable, becaule
think Luther and Calvin {eeni to have diﬂ"crcd‘éﬁ
much as any two among the  reformers : and  bé
caufe a German prince will prebably be fu.‘}:it]offy
of thofe who think they can pever deprels the pre-
rogative enough. e
But {uppofing, once for all, as far as poﬁ‘:bl;}
that the Elector fhould urtterly refufe to be upon
any terms of confidence with the prefent miniftryy
and all others of their principles, as.enemies to him
and the Tucceflion ; nor eafy with the Queen bCl’,—
{elf, but upon fuch conditions as will not be
thought confificut with her fafety and honour ;
and continue to place all his hopes and truft in th.f,'.
difcontented party : 1 thiok it were humbly to he
; wifhed,
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wilhed, that whenever the fucceflion fhall take place,
the alterations intended by the new prince thould be
made by himfelf, and not by his deputies ; becaufe
I am of opinion, that the claufe empowering the
fucceffor to appoint a latent unlimited number. ad-
ditional to the feven regents named in the act, went
upon a fuppofition, that the fecret committee would
be of fuch, whofe enmity and contrary principles
difpofed them to confound the reft. King Wiiliam,
whofe title was much more controverted than that
of her Majefty’s fucceflor can ever probably be, did
for feveral years leave the adminiftration of the
kingdom in the hands of Lords Juftices, during the
height of a war, aud while the abdicated prince
himfelf was frequently attempting an invafion : from
whence one might imagine, that the regents ap-
Pointcd by parliament upon the demile of the
crown, would be able to keep the peace during an
ablence of a few wecks without any colleagues.
However, I am pretty confident that the only rea-
fon, why a power was given of chufing dormant
viceroys, was to take away all pretence of a necedli-
ty to invite over any of the family here, during her
Majefty’s life. So that I do not well apprehend what
arguments the Elector can ufe to infift upon both.

To conclude, the only way of fecuring the con-
fiitution in church and ftate, and corx(equcmlyéhis
very Proteftant fuccefion itfelf, will be by l=ficning
the power of our domeftic adverfaries as much as
can poflibly confit with the lenity of our govern-
ment ; and if this be not fpeedily done, it will. be
eafy to point where the nation is to fix the blame;
for we. are well aflured, that fince the account her
Majefty received of the cabals, the trinmphs, the
infolent behaviour of the whole faction during her
late illnefs at Windfor, the hath been as willing ta
fee them deprived of all power to-do mifchief, as
any of her molt zealous and loyal fubjects can de-
11
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TuoveHTSs on VArRious SuBJECTS.

7E have juft enough religion to make us hate,
but not enough to make us love one ano-
ther,

Refle&t on things paft, as wars, negotiations,
factions, &c. we enter fo little into thofe interefts,
that we wonder how men could poffibly be {o bufy
and concerned for thing: fo wantitory ; look on the
prefent times, we find the fame humour, yet won-
der nor at all,

A wile man endeavours, by confidering all cir-
cumftances, to make conjeétures, and form cons
clufions; but the fmalleft accident intcrveening,
(and in the courfe of affairs it is impofiible to fore-
{ee all,) does often produce fuch turns and changes,
that at laft he is juft fo much in doubt of events as
the moft ignorant and unexperienced perfon.

Pofitivenefs is a good quality for preachers and
orators, becaufe he that would obtrude his thoughts
and realons upon a multitude, will convince others
the more, as he appears convinced himfelf.

How is it poffible to expeét that mankind will
take advice, when they will not fo much as take
warning ?

I forget whether advice be among the loft things
which Ariftotle fays are to be found in the moon ;
that and time ought to have been there

No preacher is liftened to but time, which gives
us the fame train and turn of thought that clder
prople have tried in vain to put into our heads be-
fore,

When we defire or {ollicit any thing, our minds
run wholly on the good fide or circymftances of it;

when
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when it is obtained, our minds run wholly on the
bad ones.

In a glafs-houfe the workmen often fling in a
fmall quantity of frefh coals, which leems to dif=
turb the fire, but very much enlivens it. ! his feems
to allude to a_gentle ftirring of the paflions, that
the mind may not languifh,

Religion feems to have grown an infant with age,
and requires miracles to nurle it as it had in its in-
tancy.

All fits of pleafure are balanced by an equal de-
gree of pain or languor; it is like fpending this year
pi’-l‘[ [)F [h;' next :.’CJT‘S revenuc. ’

‘The latter part of a wife man’s life is taken up
in curing the follies, prejudices, and falfe opinions
he had contraéted in the former.

Would a writer know how to behave himfelf
with relation to pofterity, let him confider in old
books what he finds that he is glad to know, and
what omifiions he moft laments.

W hatever the poets pretend, it is plain they give
immortality to none but themfelves : it is Homer
and Virgil we reverence and admire, not Achilles
or Aneas. With hiftorians it is quite the contrary;
our thoughts are taken up with the adtions, and
events we read, and we litile regard the authors.

When a true genius appears in the word, you
may know him by this fign, that the dunces are all
in confederacy againft him.

Men who pofiefs all the advantages of life, are
in a ftate where there are many accidents to difor-
der and difcompofe, but few to pleafe them.

It is unwife to punifh cowards with ignominy;
for if they had regarded thar, they would not have
been cowards: death is their proper punithment,
becaufe they fear it mott.

The greatelt inventions were produced in the
times of ignorance ; as the wie of the compafs, gun-

powder,
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powder, and printing ; and by the dulleft nation,
as the Germans,

One argument to prove, that the common rela-
tions of gholts and fpedres are generally falfe, may
be drawn from the opinion held, that fpirits are
never fcen by more than one perfon at a time; that
is to fay, it feldom happens to above one perfon in
a company, to be pnﬁ?ﬁ‘cd with any high degrec
of fpleen or melancholy.

I am apt to think, that in the day of judgement
there will be fmall allowance given to the wife for
their want of morals, and to the ignorant for their
want of faith, becaufe both are without excufe.
"[his renders the advantages equal of ignorance and
knowledge. But fome fcruples in the wile, and
fome vices in the ignorant, will perhaps be forgiven
upon the firength of temptation, to each.

The value of feveral circumftances in ftory lefiens
very much by diftance of time, though {ome mi-
nute circumftances are very valuable; and it re-
quires great judgement in a writer to diltinguifh,

It is grown a word of courf:, for writers to fay,
This critical age, as divines fay, This finful age.

It is pleafant to obferve how free the prefent age
is in laying taxes on the next: Future ages fball talk
of this; this fball be famous to all pofterity: whereas
their time and thoughts will be taken up about pre-
fent things, as ours are now.

The cameleon, who is faid to feed upon nothing
but air, hath of all animals the nimblelt tongue.

When a man is made a fpiritual peer he lofes his
firname ; when a temporal, his chirftian name.

It is in difputes asin armies, where the weaker
fide fers up fallc lights, and makes a great noife, to
maké the enemv believe them niore numerous and
ftrong than they really are.

Some men, under the notions of weeding out
pl’:'jl:\i:ut_ eradicate virtue, honelty, and religion,

In 88 well infiituted commonwealths, care has

been
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been taken to limit mens poffcflions ; which is done
for many reafons, and among the reft, for one
which-perhaps is not often confidered, that when
bounds are {ct to mens defires, after they have ac-
quired as much as the laws will permit them, their
private intereft is at an end, and they have nothing
1o do but take care of the public.

There are but three ways for a man to revenge
himielf of the cenfure of the world ; to defpife it, to
return the like, or to endeavour to live fo as to
avoid it : the firft of thefe is ulually pretended, the
laft is almoft impofiible, the univerfal practice is for
the fecond,

Herodotus tells us, that in cold countrics beafts
very feldom have horns,. but in hot they have very
large ones.  This might bear a very pleafant appli-
cation, :

I never heard a finer piece of fatire againft
lawyers, than that of aftrologers, when they pre-
tend by rules of art to tell when a fuit will end, and
wheiher to the advantage of, the plaintiff or defend-
ant ; thus making the matter depend entirely upon
the influcnce of the ftars, without the leaft regard
to the merits of the caufe.

“The expreflion in Apocrypha, about Tobit and
his dog following him;, I have often heard ridicu-
led, yet Homer has the {fame words of Telemachus
more than once; and Virgil fays fomething like it
of Evander. And I take the book of Tobit to be
partly poerical. ,

I have known fome men poflefled of good quali»
ties, which were very {erviceable to others, but ufe-
lefs to themfelves ; like a fun-dial on the front of a
houle, to inform the neighbours and paflengers,
but not the owner within.

If a man would regifter all bis opinions upon
love, politics, religion, learning, &¢. beginning
from his youth, and fo go on to old age, what a

bundle
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bundlé of inconfiftencies and contradictions would
appear at laft ? .

What they do in heaven we are ignorant of ;' what
they do not we are told exprefly, that they neither
marry, nor are given in marriage.

When a man obferves the choice of ladies now
a-days in the difpenfing of  their tavours, can he
forbear paying fome venération vo the memory
of thofeé mares mentioned by Xenoplion * who,
while their manes were on; that is, while they were
in their beauty, would never admit the ‘embyaces of
an afs. :

It is a miferable thing to live in fufpence’; itis the
life of a {pider.

Vive quidem, pende tamen, improba, dixit.
: Ovid. Meram.

The Stoical fcheme of fupplying our wants by
lopping off our defires; i like cutting off our feet
when we want {hoes.

Phyficians ought not to give their judgement of
religion, for the fame reafon that butchers arc not
admitted to be jurors upon life and death.

The reafon, why fo'few marriages are happy, is
becaufe young ladies fpend their time in making
nets, not in‘making cages,

If a man will oblerve as he walks the ftreets, ||
believe he will find the merrieft countenances in
mourning coaches.

Nothing more unquafifies'd man to aét with pru-
dence, than a misfortune that is attended with fhair.e
and guilt.

The power of fortune is confefled only by the
mniferable; for the happy impute all their {uccefsto
prudence or merit. '

A mbition often puts men npon doing the mean-
eft offices : fo climbing is performed in the fame
pofture with creeping.

® De Re Equeftri,
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Ill company is like a dog, who dirts thofe moft
whom he loves beft.

Cenfure is the tax a man pays to the public for
being eminent,

Although men are accufed for not knowing their
own weaknefs, yet perhaps as few know their own
ftrength. Itis in men as in foils, where fomerimes
there is a vein of gold which the owner knows not
of.

Satire isreckoned the eafieft of all wit; but | take
it to be otherwife in very bad times: for it is as
hard ro fatirize well a man of diftinguithed vices,
as to praife well a man of diftinguithed’ virtues.
It is eafy enough to do either to people of moderate
characters,

Invention is the talent of youth, and judgement
of age; fo that our judgement grows harder to
pleafe, when we have fewer things to offer it : this
goes through the whole commerce of life. When
we are old, our friends find it difficult to pleafe us,
and are lefs concerned whether we be pleafed or
no.

No wife man ever wifhed to be younger.
An idle reafon leflens the weight of the good
ones you gave before.

The motives of the beft a&tions will not bear too
firit an inquiry. It is allowed, that the caufe of
moft adtions, good or bad, may be refolved into
the love of ourfelves; but the felf-love of fome men
inclines them to pleafe others; and the fclf-love of
others is wholly employed in pleafing themfielves.
This makes the greatdiitinétion between virtue and
vice. Religion is the beft motive of all actions, yet
religion is allowed to be the higheft inftance of felf-
love.

‘When the world has once begun to ufe us ill, it
afterwards continues the fame treatment with lefs
fcruple or ceremony, as men-do to a whore.

Old men view beft at a diftance with the eyes®

VoL V. Zz of
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of their underftanding as well as with thofe of na-
ture.

Some people take more care to hide their wif-
dom than their folly.

Arbitrary power is the natural objet of temptati-
on to a prince, as wine or women to a young fel-
low, or a bribe to a judge, or avarice to old age,
or vanity to a woman,

Anthony Henley’s farmer dying of an afthma,
{aid, Well, if I can get this breath once out, I'll
take care it fhall never gert in again. ;

The humour of exploding many things under
the name of trifles, fopperies, and only imaginary
goods, is a very falfe proof cither of wifdom or
magnanimity, and a great check to virtuous acti-
ons. For inftance, with regard to fame, there is
in moft people a reluctance and unwillingnefs to be
forgotten. We obferve even among the vulgar,
how fond theyare to have an infcription over their
grave. It requires but little philofophy to difcover
and obferve that there is no intrinfic value in all
this; however, if it be founded in our nature, as
an incitement to virtue, it ought not to be ridicul-
ed. i

Complaint is the largeft tribute heaven reccives,
and the fincereft part of our devotion,

Thecommon fluency of fpeech in many men,
and moft women, is owing to a fcarcity of matter,
and a fcarcity of words; for whoever is a mafter
of language, and hath a mind full of ideas, will be
apt in {peaking to hefitate upon the choice of both :
whereas common {peakers have only one fet of i-
deas, and one fet of words to clothe them in ; and
thele are always ready at the mouth: fo people
come fafter out of a church when it is almoft emp-
ty, than when a croud is at the door.

Few are qualified o fhine in company ; but it is
in moft mens power to be agreeable. The reafon
therefore, why converfation runs fo low at prefent,
: is
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is not the defe@ of underftanding, but pride, va<
nity, ill-nature, affcctation, fingularity, pofitive-
nefs, or fome other vice, the effect of a wrong e-
ducation.

To be vain is rather a mark of humility than
pride. Vain men delight in telling what honours
have been done them, what great company they
have kept, and the like ; by which they plainly
confefs that thefe honours were more than their
due, and fuch as their friends would not believe
if they had not been told : whereas a man truly
proud thinks the greateft honours below his merit,
and confequently {corns to boaft. 1 therefore de=
liver it as a maxim, that whoever defires the cha-
raCter of a proud man, ought to conceal his vani-
ty.
Law, in a free country, is, or ought to be, the
determination of the majority of thofe who have
property in land.

One argument ufed to the difadvantage of pro-
vidence, I take to be a very firong one in its de-
fence. It is objected, that ftorms and tempefts,
unfruitful feafons, ferpents, {piders, flies, and o-
ther noxious or troublefome animals, with many
more inftances of the like kind; difcover an imper-
fedtion in nature, becaufe haman life would be
much eafier without them : but the defign of pro-
vidence may clearly be perceived in this proceeding:
The motions of the fun and moon ; in {hort, the
whole {yftem of the univerfe, as far as philofophers
have been able to difcover and obferve, are in the
utmoft degree of regularity and perfetion ; but
wherever God hath lett to man the power of inter-
pofing a remedy by thought or labour, there he
hath placed things in a ftate of imperfetion on
purpofe to ftir up human induftry, without which
life would {tagnate, or indeed rather could not iub*
it at all : Curis acuunt mortalia corda.

Praife is the daughter of prefent power.

4Lz 2 How
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How inconfiftent is man with himfelf 2

I have known feveral perfons of great fame for
wifdom in public affairs and councils governed by
tcolith fervants,

I have known great minifters, diftinguithed for
wit and learning, who preferred none but dunces,

| have known men of great valour cowards to
their wives.

I have known men of the greateft cunning per-
petually cheated.

I knew three great minifters, who could exaétly
compute and feule the accounts of a kingdom, but
were wholly ignorant of their own eeconomy.

The preaching of divines helps to preferve well-
inclined men in the courfe of virtue, but {feldom or
never reclaims the vicious.

Princes ufually make wifer choices than the fer-
vants whom they truft for the difpofal of places. I
have known a prince, more than once, chufe an
able minifter ; but I never obferved that minifier
to ufe his credit in the difpofal of an employment
to a perfon whom he thought the fiteft for ir.
One of the greateft in this age owned and excufed
the matter from the violenceof parties, and the un-
realonablenefs of friends.

Small caufes are fufficient to make a man uneafy,
when great ones are not in the way : for want of a
block he will ftumble at a ftraw,

Dignity, high f{tation, or great riches, are in
fome fort neceflary to old men, in order to keep
the younger at a diftance, who are otherwile too
apt to infule them upon the fcore of their age.

Every man defires to live long; but no man
would be old. Love of fattery in moft men pro-
ceeds from the mean opinion they have of them-
felves 3 in women from the contrary, . :

1f books and laws continue to increafe as they
have done for fifty years paft, 1 am in fome con-

CErR
I
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cern for future ages, how any man will be learned,
or any man a lawyer.

Kings are commonly faid to have long hands ; I
wifh they had as long ears.

Princes in their infancy, childhood and youth,
are faid to difcover prodigious parts and wit, to
fpeak things that furprife and aftonifh : ftrange, fo
many hopeful princes, and fo many fhameful
kings ! If they happen to die young, they would
have been prodigies of wifdom and virtue : if they
live, they are often prodigies indeed, but of ano-
ther fort.

Politics, as the word is commonly underftood,
are nothing but corruptions, and confequently of
no ufe to a good king, or a good miniftry; for
which reafon courts are fo over-run with politics.

‘Silenus, the fofter-father of Bacchus, is always
carried by an afs, and has horns on his head, The
moral is, that drunkards are led by fools, and have
a great chance to be cuckolds.

Venus, a beautiful good-natured lady, was the
goddefs of love; Juno, a terrible fhrew, the god-
defs of marriage; and they were always mortal e-
nemies.

Thofe who are againft religion, muft needs be
fools : and therefore we read; that, of all animals,
God refufed the firft-born of an afs.

A very little wit is valued in a woman, as we are
pleafed with a few words Ipoken plain by a parrot.

A nice man is a man of nafty ideas.

Apollo was held the god of phyfic, and fender
of difeafes. Doth were originally the fame trade,
and {till continue.

Old men and comets have been reverenced for
the fame reafon ; their long beards, and pretences
to foretel events.

A perfon was afked at court what he thought of
an ambafiador, and his train, who were all em-
broidery and lace, full of bows, cringes, and gef~

tures
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wures ; he faid it was Solomon’s importation, gohd
and apes.

There is a {tory in Paufanias of a plot for betray-
ing of a city difcovered by the braying of an afs:
the cackling of geefe faved the capitol, and Cata-
line’s confpiracy was difcovered by a whore. Thefe
are the only three animals, as far as [ remember,
famous in hiftory as evidences and informers.

Moft forts of diverfion in men, children, and
other animals, are an imitation of fighting.

Auguftuos meeting an afs with a lucky name,
foretold himfelf good fortune. I meet many afles
but none of them have lucky names.

If a man makes me keep my diftance, the com-
fort is, be keeps his at the fame time.

Who can deny that all men are violent lovers
of truth; when we fee them fo pofitive in their er-
rors, which they will maintain out of their zeal to
rruth, although they contradi¢t themfelves every
day of their lives ?

That was excellently obferved, fay I, when I
read a paﬁhgc in an author, where his opinion a-
grees with mine, When we differ, there I pro-
aounce him to be miftaken.

Very few men, properly fpeaking, live at pre-
ent. but are providing to live another time.

As univerfal a practice as lying is, and as ealy a
one as it feems, I do not remember to have heard
three good lies in all my converfation, even from
thofe who were moft celebrated in that faculty.

The End of the FirTm VOLUME,









r—







