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Section 1.

Purpose and

The site.

Position in
the reglon.

Populetion..

REPORT ON THE VILLAGE OF RAPIDE BLANC.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION.

The village consists of houses and institutional
puildings for the maintenance end operational staff
of the Repide Blanc hydro electrie plant. The plant
commenced operation in 1930. 1Its purpose is partly
flood control and in its pond flood weters are im=-
pounded and releassed as needed, It is also &n
important generating station. Its capacity was
increesed during the war, and there is room still
for a further gensrator. ;

Its staff hes been sstimated to be about fifty men,
It is supposed that thirty-elzht of these will be
married. Possibly twelve additional men will be
employed in public services in the village. Thus
about fifty family dwellings and & stafl house
which will house twenty single persons are needed.

It is elso proposed to construct a generating plant
(known as the Trenche development) down the river,

wihich would be sufficiently close to be maintalned

and operated by a astaff living at Repides Blanc. In

which case houses for possibly 20 additionel families will
be required.

The population is both French and English speaking,
the present proportion veing 75% French. This ratio
may not be meintained, but 1t is likely that at
least 50% of the population will be French Canadian.

The village is situated on the sast bank of the 5t.
Msurice River & little pelow and south of the Raplde
Blanc dam. The village is on & plateau aloping
southward generally 50 to 80 feet above the river.
To the north the lsnd is rough with numerous rock
outcroppings and large boulders. The Bouteille
stresm to the south has been demmed up forming &
reservoir for the village water supply.

The surrounding aree, in which the usual forsst
operations teke place, is wooded with pine, spruce,
poplar, end bireh. Within a mile of the village down-
stresm there is & camp opsrated by the St. Maurice
River Boom which is seasonally ocecupied. Further
down there is a sewmill and camp operated by the
Compton Lumber Company. It is & temporary
ecstablishment. Latuque is the nearest commercisl
genter. It provides banks, shops, and medical
gervices for Rapide Blanc.
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Communications.

Possibility
of growth.

develope can be controlled since .he conpany owns all
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The only regular means of access to the village l
of Rapide Blanc is b, rall and road. The

Rapide Blanc station is approximetely 23 miles

west of Latuque on the northern transcontinental )
route of the C. N. R. A road goes down from the v {
dem through the village to a bridge over the

St. Maurice where it joins .he main road from the

powerhouse on the west bank of the river. This

road leads up out of the valley of the St, Maurice

into the vaelley of tiie Vermillion River to the

C. N. R, reilway stetion. It is ten miles from the

bridge over the St. Maurice to the station,

A large increase in the calculated maintenance and
operational staff of the plants is not foreseen.

Due principally to awkward communicetions it is un-
likely thet any substantisl industries will develope

in the viecinity of the village. Forest industriss

are the only likely ones &t the present time, and

most of these require rallway services for the
transportetion of their products. This is particularly
so of the pulp and peper industry.

On the other hand recreation is one of the potentielities
of the arca. With the developmcnt of the Trenche project
the village of Rapide Blanc will be in the center of
many miles of negotiable waterweys leading into fine

geme country. The extent to which such activities

land in andimmediytely surroundlng the village., If
such recreation is considered desirable it might be
encouraged by bullding a larger staff house, or by
leasing a site for s club house. The village would
not be mueh &.fected beyond possibly requiring & I
larger store,
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Bection 11. THE PHYSICAL STRUCTURE OF RAPIDE BLANC.

The prssent There are 20 permenent brick houses in the village,
village. of which 14 are deteched and 6 are semi datached.
One house has & small annex contaeining a post
office. A meintenance building, filter house
and pumphouse are also permanent.

Temporary bulldings which were used during the ]
original construction still exist although they 1
are being gradually resoved as permanent houses l
are bullt. Fifteen of these temporary buildings

are at present accommodating 19 familleas. Other

buildings which were originslly construction camp ]
bunk housses serve as community hsll, school, church,

cooperative store, and curling club. The staff

house is also temporsry, as well as the garagze ]
bullding and carpentry shop. There is a combined 5
bunk house and cook house which is s8till ocecupied :
by construction workers. f

Four semi dstachoed houses are at preseni being completed :
and 6 semi datasched snd 6 single houses are under

construction. The new housss will be wood baloon s
freme finishsd with asbestos shingles. ]

In Raplde Blenc there asre two patterns of dsveloprent.
One is the plen of the former construction camp of
which many buildings still remain., The other is the

. plen of the future village which is being outlined by
permanent buildings.

P AR ST

Pattern of The arrangement of the construction camp can still
Construction be seen. It may be interesting to point out how its : !
Camp. plen indicates an insvitable use of the site of the

village. The old staff cottages occupy desirable sites
as far up the hill side as convenisntly possible. The i
office building and one cottage occupy & site of
singuler prominence. The staff house is a little
apart from the others but also has a fine site while
the bunk houses sre grouped closely together on a
reletively lsvel part., As the construction buildings
have tecome avellable for other purposes their uses
have become more fortuitous so that tihe present plan
of old and new together appeers haphazard. Howsver if
these temporary cemp bulidings are shortly removed
their present odd uses will not sstablish habit or
character adverssly effecting the ultimate villsge.

RO

In particular, the prominent site occupied by the
bunk house and cook house which was formerly the
office should be reserved for an important function
without belng prejudiced by its present use.
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Pattern of The layout theat is being followed for the permanent
permsnent - villege of Rapide Blanc will result in a natural and
villege. convenlent pattern.I gonsider that lr. Svenson,

the resident civil engineer, has sbly arranged ihe
water end drsinege services., The houses are set
well apart and on roads which will have the least
traific. The gredes are easy and the intersections
are simpie,

It mey be necessary to think of an additionsl sewaze
outfall in dsveloping the most southerly part of the
village. The distance to the river is not very
considerable and the sites that would be made
availeble would be sxtremely pleasant. The land
here, though well above the river, is too low to
drain into the present system. The layout micht

be a crescent joining the ends of Bouteille street
to St. Meurice Boulevard with houses on the inside
facing south.
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: Hatural areas. All towns become divided into areas which are used

for different purposes. They may be residential, com=
mercial, industriel or they may have a. recreational
function. Physical features of the land, convenience,
and the habits of the people determine the eventual
usages of the land., Families group themselves where
they feel most comfortable and stores flourish where
they are most accessible regardless of original
intention or plan, In Rapide Blanc, young as it 1s,
such areas have begun to appear,

p 8 The new trick houses mark s desirable residentisl
area, in which the housss on the northern fringe
standing on the nighest ground with southern
exposure and excellent view sre the best. Hers
the highest paid employees will probably live.
The bunk house, the cocperative store, and the
church are out of place here. Their position
in the construction camp was probably sound, bub
they do not fit into the pattern of the new
village, on thelr present sites.

2e First street and 3econd street will form a
second resiuentiasl arsa. §ghe differsnce vetween
it and the original group of brick bulldings may
be smell in fect, but because the houses will te
different in appeerance it will seem a ssparale
area, 1t is likely to have less social prestige.

S The area =t present occupied by the lumber stock
piles which wes formerly a construction cemp ball
ground is & possible third resident area. If the
town grows snough to use this section for houses,
it would be well to lay it out in such & way a&s to
accommodate a fairly large rscreation ground. The
ground is suitably level for baseball. Following
the development of the Trenche project a recreetion
erea for swimming and boating might also be
appropriate. The Bouteille Creek will then be
enlarged and connected with the main river, and may
become a popular place to swim and to moor boats.

4. The "Farm™, the maintenancs puildings, and the
tree nursery form a natural group. The garaze
which is in esnother part of the village belongs
to this group in my opinion, &s it is concerned

with village maintenance and service.
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Specific 1 The new site for the school and community

buildings, hall is accessivle, away from traffic and

: A it has a level children's playground. I
consider it suitable.

Be The coopsrative store and post office should
have a central position where they will be most
eccessible to all parts of the village. In uy
opinion they should occupy the site now used
by the temporary garage. This is a more central
position than they have at present, particularly
considering the dir:ction in which the town is :
growing. If it is considered deslirable to
sccommodate a barber, shoe repair, or clothes
pressing concession, & small addition migzht be ‘
made on the store building. , :

S The building at presenthousing the post offlce
might be used as a doctor's housse. It is in the
first residential area of ths village and would
be suitable for a prominsent man in the community.
The post office annex could reasonably be used
for a surgerye.

4. The garasze has been mentioned; I belleve 1t should
be placed near the maintenance bullding.

5. The staff house I believe should occupy the site
of the tesmporary bunk and cook house, which is
ceriainly one of the finest sites in the village,
end should be used by an important bullding.

" S s i i e £

6. The cure would like the Roman Catholic Church to
be a little. apart from the village and certalinly
not in & prominent central site. Somewhere on
Bouteille street would be suitable. At the head
of First street or Second street would be
satisfactory srchitecturally. The church need
not be large; the pien and appointments could
be very simple. The cure hes suggested flsld
stone as a material., 1In my opinion that would
be excellent. i
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PROVISIONS FOR SOCIAL GROWTH AND GOOD MORALE
IN RAPIDE BLANC.

There are a number of "usstions that pertain more
to morale than to convenience or utillty, which
should be considsred in & town planning report.

It goes without saying thatl the good spirit of a
community is the proper aim of town planning. This
may be made possible through an efficient physical
leyout. It is difficult to plan a good spirit into
existence, but certain provisions may be mads which
will contribute to its zrowth. ,

The leading personalitiec in a community play a
large part in deciding the ouality of its spirit.
In my short visit to Replde Blenc, I can only have
received a superficlal impression of this aspact of
1ife in the village. Reallizing the limited nature
of my observations, I would still like to mention
the work of three men, who are undoubtcdly leaders
in the community. ;

Mr. Woods, the superintendent, has gathered a good
team and is leading it with abllity and rssourcefulness.

The Abbe Normandin, the cure, in addition to his
ministry, has organized & workshop for children in
his oabin. It is well equipped with garpentiry power
tools and the children are free to g0 there whenever
they w ish.

¥Mr., Carl wiliiams 1is an employee of the company, whose
enthusiasm for sports and group projszcts has resulted
in the development of a ski hill with & built up ski
run and chalet. His interest in awimming has led to
the establishment of & sale bathing erca wibh gchanzing
rooms, dock, and spring boards.

1 understand thaet the children's workshop, the ski
hill ;roj=et and the swimming facilities were
citizen undertakings. Their pisnning and gongtruction
are as important from the standpoint of recrsation

as the opportunities which they provide.

I am sure thet any proposals thet these men may have
in the future would merit consideration and
assistance in the interest of good morale.
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Recreation,

Churches.
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1t has been necessary to use part of the
construction camp baseball grouand for lumber
stock piles so that it can not be used for gemes.
It may be that baseball is not as popular as
formerly as there are fewer men in the village
now. I!lowever & ball ground, even if only used
occassionally, would be a source of good fun

and entertainment for the villaze at small cost.
If the stock piles are in the only seffecient
position, perhaeps & clearing could be made
further south where the land is reirly level. I
beliesve thaet a ball srcund in the centre of the
village near the school would be too small end
unsuitably pleced, and the other possible site on
& rough pleteau just beyond the curs's cabln is
also too small end too remote.

A skating rink might bs combined with tennis courts
and oceupy @& place where the staff house now stands,
Here it would be sheltsred from the winds and exposed
to the sun, bsslides Leing easily accessible.

with the development of the Trenche pond up to the
southern border of the villeze perhaps boats would

be more conveniently moored below the villags than
above as at present, If this were the case, it would
be useful to plan & landing arcas and possibly a
swimming place in some protscted cove.. :

I have heard that there is & likelihood that the
Roman Caetholic congregation may be required to use
the community hall, &s their present building 1is
unsafe. The cure reports that there are 36 families
having 125 members who take part in his services as
well as the psople who come occasionally from the
station and the lumber camp. The services occur
more often than on Sundays and sometimes twice :
daily. The equipment required is quite spaecislized.
I beileve that a combined Protestsnt-Catholic use of
the community hall would lead to troubles that would
far outwelgh the economy in not providing a chureh.
In my opinion & site for a Roman Catholic Chureh
should be reserved and the church buiit as soon

as it is possible.

When there is a demand a church or chapel should also
be construeted for the BEnglish speeking populetion.

I suggest that a good positionwould be on the perk
possibly where the pressnt community hall stands.

o mnnaia St cdbash
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Appearance. The pleasant asppearance of & town can induce
pride, and satisfection in its citizens, and
may have a part in sroducing a good spirit 1In
the community. For this reason it is mentioned
in this section. )

... Trees. Although Rapide Blanc has a magnificent site
in a vigorous, northern landscaps, it seemsd
to me to be bleak at firsi sight, particularly
from acress the river. 1 realize thet the firebreak
clearance is necessary and that it tends to reduce
the occurrence of flies, but it seems & harsh
treatment of the landscape. If some trees were
allowed to stend in the clearance and in the village 1t
would be more satisfying from the point of view of
landscape.

Mr. Futter, the gardener, appears to have had success
with some lawn gress and tree planting, and 1 am sure

he is gathering the sort of skill that will make possible
a comprehensive schemse for landscaping tis villege. MNr.
Futter has a small tree nursery pagk of the Curling

Club which I believe he should bes encocurgged to enlarge,
and alsc to bullid up & supply of good soil. ;

1 am doubtful ebout the suitability of elm and mample
which are foreign to the gountry, and believe that the
greatest suceess will be had with pine, cedar, sSpruce, ,
and bireh. As these trees do not root well individually,
1 think they should bte planted in large clumps. If some
in exposed places blow Jown, others will stand, and

such natural selection in any event will be more

pleasant than & geomstrical setting out of individual
trees.

1 noticed a few iLlilec Llrees whieh looked strong and
nealthy. Possibly sxperiments could be made to find
nardy flowering varieties which could ve piented in
large numbers. They grow nquickly, and their bloon
might meke the village unusual and produce both
pleasure &nd pride in its citizens. It might Dbe
profitsble to employ an expert landscape gardener Lo
gonsult with Mr. Futter from time TO time in drder to
make the most of the opportunities of the aite.

Building The arsa of the first per: anent houses which were
materials. built in brick is likely to be the most desirable
residentiel section. I suggest thal any new houses

\ in this srea be completed in brieck for the sake of
' appearance oOr at least carefully designed to

: conform with the present houses. in the nsw
residential section where asbestos siding is used,
1t will be advisable to maintein this material for
all houses in the group. The trém of these houses
should all be of the samsé eclour. 1 consider that
an effort to differentiate & number of similer
houses by different colored woodwork is aesthetically

: unsaetisfactory.

AT e
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The use of local materiasls whereever possible would

be rewarding. In this respect rough stone and logs
might be considered for some of the buildings, The
ski chalet is noteworthy; other recreational buildings
might be similarly constructed.

The stone banks bstween the horizontal lawns about
the houses are effective.












SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE. December 31, 1947.

Mr. J. S. Svenson,
Rapide Blanc,
P Q.

~ Dear Mr, Svenson:

Thank you for your letter of December 23 and for
your good wishes for Christmas and the New Year.
May I offer you and your wife my best wishes, too,
for a successful and happy New Year.

I am glad to hear that you are carrying on with
the extension of the town and I hore you will have
luck in securing a suitable site for the church
and garage. I hope I may have another opportunity
of going up to Rapide Blanc and having a chat with
you and seeing how the work is progressing. I
would greatly like to see it in the wintertime and
to meet Carl Williams who, you may r emember, was
away when I was there this spring.

Please give my best wishes to the cure if you
happen to run across him and also to Mr, Woods.

Yours sincerely,

John Bland.

JB/JS












to:

Shawinigan Water and Power Company,

P. 0. Box 6072, ‘

Montreal, P. Q.

for:

Professional services concerning

the layout of the Village of Rapide

Blane, P. Q. Visiting the site and
preparing & reporte..ccececcssscceses $300.0
.Travaling CXPONSOB e esssssnsnsssnses 25.0

TotalIQO.............'.0.0......... #32’

from:

John Bland.

JB/JIS
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Shawinigan Falls, Que.
EXECUTIVE OFFICES 16 May )47

POWER BUILDING
MONTREAL

Professor John Bland,

Director of the School of Architecture,
McGill University,

Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:

Further to our conversation of Wednesday, I
have arranged for us to go to Rapide Blanc on Wednesday,
May 2lst. As the highway to La Tugue is in very bad condi-
tion, it will be necessary to travel by train, and we will
leave Montreal at 8:40 A.M. standard time by C.N.R. from
Central Station, reaching Fitzpatrick at 3:55 P.M, Our

gpeeder will meet us at Fitzpatrick and take us to Rapide
Blanc, twenty miles further up the line.

I will probably be returning to Shawinigan
on Thursday, but we will be glad to have you stay as long
as you wish. The returning train leaves Rapide Blanc at
1:14 A.M. standard time every day, reaching Montreal at
8:55 A.M,

It is possible that Mr, Way will be coming
to Rapide Blanc with us; in which case, we will probably
drive to Shawinigan Falls, catching the same train there
at 12:01 P.M, If we do this, we will let you know of the
change in plan early next week,

\\ Yours truly,

L, B. Stirling
Superintendent - Generating Division

LBS /FD
CC: Mr. W.R.VWay



EXECUTIVE OFFICES
POWER BUILDING
MONTREAL

Shawinigan Falls, Que.

25 March Uy

Professor John Bland,

Director of the School of Architecture,
McGill University,

Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:

I am forwarding to you today,
under separate cover, two prints of our drawing
shovwing the layout and contours of Rapide Blanc
Village,

I understand that you will communi-
cate with Mr., Way sometime after Easter with
regard to our visit to Rapide Blane, and I will
make arrangements for this trip when I have heard
from Mr, Way,

Yours truly,

L. B, Stirling
Superintendent -~ Generating Division

LBS/FD
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March 21st, 1947,

Professor John Bland,

Director of the School of Architecture,
MeGill University,

MONTREAL,

Dear Professor Bland:—

Acknowledging receipt of your letter of March 19th,
wish to advise that what we require at the present time is fairly well
in accord with that outlined in the first paragreph of your letter, As
you know, we are more or less committed to a particular plan of develop=
ment, and we thought it advisable to have the whole matter reviewed to
see if any major changes in the master plan should be advocated, and to
have our attention drawn to any medifications in the present plan which
might be advisable,

Your fees of $50,00 a day and necessary travelling
expenses are acceptable, For the work we have in mind at the present
time, which will require a visit to the site and the preparation of a
report, the total commitment which we are prepared to make is not to
exceed $500,00,

If, after having examined your report, it is felt
that further advice from you is required in the future, we will arrange
to discuss the matter with you and consider an additional proposal,

As far as the present understanding is concerned,
therefore, it is noted that you will be available after Easter, and I
would suggest that you contact Mr, Way so that definite plans may dbe
made in regard to your proposed visit to the Rapide Blanc site,

Yours very truly,

A2

JM:¢DAF, J.Morse
Vice=President
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THE SHAWINIGAN WATER & POWER COMPANY

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT

POWER BUILDING

N srs. MCGILL UNIVERSITY,
SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE,
MONTREAL, QUE.

Please ship the following goods on conditions hereon stated. To
THE SHAWINIGAN WATER & POWER .CO.,
POWER BLDG.,

107 CRAIG ST.W.,
MONTREAL, QUE.

MONTREAL, CANADA
P.O. Box 6072

Date JUNE 19/47
Order No. 870
Req. No. 111
MARK ORDER NUMBER ON
INVOICES, PACKAGES AND
PACKING 'SLIPS

INVOICES FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES, IN-
CLUDING UNITED STATES, MUST BE SENT
IN TRIPLICATE BEARING DECLARATIONS,
AS CALLED FOR BY CANADIAN CUSTOMS
REGULATIONS, ALSO TRIPLICATE COPIES
FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES.

QUANTITY “ MATERIAL

PRICE AND TERMS

FOR SERVICES OF PROFFESSOR
RE: RAPIDE BLANC TOWNSITE.

(CONFIRMING YOUR INVOICE)

JOHN BLAND, 325.00

PROV. SALES TAX
CERT. MO-63-4-1-P

BUSINESS SYSTEMS LTD., TORONTO

Acknowledge receipt of this order and notify us at once if there is any portion
you cannot fill promptly, or at prices shown hereon.

We reserve the right to cancel this order or any portion thereof which cannot
be shipped within time specified.

Do not replace material returned without new order.

No boxing or packing charges allowed.

Do not deliver goods unless covered by a written order on this form.

Send all Invoices, Bills of Lading and correspondence to Purchasing Agent.

TO BE CHARGED TO

(F-275-1-46)

Ship via

Date

Purchasing Agent

JMPORTANT:—SEND ALL INVOICES DIRECT TO THIS OFFICE, IN DUPLICATE, SAME DAY AS GOODS ARE SHIPPED.
NO INVOICE WILL BE HONORED UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY BILL OF LADING OR COPY OF EXPRESS RECEIPT.




SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE March 19, 1947,

Mr. John Morse,
Vice-President,
Shawinigan Weter and Power Conpeny,
MONTREAL, P. Q.

Dear Mr, Morse:

I have hed a short talk with Mr. Way and Mr. Stiérling re-
garding the development of the town site at Rapide Blanc
and I believe I understand the nature of the problem and
the part I might play in advis*ng upon the siting of new
houses and other permansnt bulldings and suggesting ways
in which a further 20 hoisss mizht be added to the town
site as well as offering other suggestions perteining to
appearance and convenience. I contemplate that this

~_would require a visit to the site and possibly a couple

of days spent there examining the possibilities that
might occur to me and later perh&ps two days spent upon
drawing up & report.

I feel the most s&tisfactory way of obtaining & pleasant
and efficient development is to meet the problems in de-
tall as they arise rather than by means of a master plan
which may prove inflexable. Consequently I would suggest
& report upon the immediate proposals and an outline for
future development which would be reviewed by further
visits and reports as circumstances may change in the
future.,

My fees for this work are $50.00 a day and necessary
travelling expenses. I shall be available after ZHaster.
I expect to be associated during the summer with a col-
league at the University, H. J. Spence-Sales.

Yours sincerely,

John Bland
Director of the School

JB:mg

.' %
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