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QUOTE U 'QUOTE: One of the attractions for this assemblage of scLol­ars was to take the ferry from Lachinc to Caughnawaga to vi ew \\'hat the Association brochure hailed as "the remnants of a one" proud race". (more on page l 7) 

co 1TENTS 

4 Editorial 

5 Second Annual General Meeting 

8 Centre Communications: a report 

10 Blackfcct Retrieve Artifacts Kainai News 
12 Proposed Museum Floor Plans 

14 Guided Tour of the Museum 

17 Museums and Cultural Education 

21 Kahnawakc Image Goes to Switzerland 

23 A Cultural Centre at Caughnawaga 

Dave Blanchard 

Luc Chartrand 

COVER: The Joseph L. Beauvais home, as it app~ared in the 1930s. 

3 



r.·srDE T.- LK 

the editor 

hl·.en I unJertoo k. the job of 

~ i__itt i;.g TEh".\TERIII\\ •. \RE\L\ ' TH:\ to­

;e: !~c-r, I h:-id p lanncd a rat her 

i1n-o .. : -.J st:-it1.."'::1cnt of hhcrc I(an­

icn' }.._ehaka Otiohkh"a stood in 

t"'r~s oi protecting our \ative 

heritage. 
H0i: "'\·er, aftcT sc\·eral h·ecks 

of sittin? in on meetings and 

tal: ing to interested and con ­

ce:·ne p~ople, on and off the 

r icn·e, I came to the conclus­

ion t l~ ~1 t h. hat I lw d to say on 

t h c ~ t.: 1 ~ cc co 1 1 1 b c b L t t e r s a j d 

by ot!H:r p1..-rsons and groups. 

lr: r:n-ti~uLr, I'J li1'c to 

u::·~1•,· y:1:..n- ~~ttcntion to Dave Blan ­

c1_~rd' s fine piece regarding the 

cc.1ccpt 0£ r:mscums ~rnd to the 

s:r~n~ely related article trans -

1~· t-.."l: fro::: Educ at i :-111 QuLbcc. In 

:he one case \,·e ha\·e a sympathet ­

iL 1-iok. at our present situation, 

in t'.1e other, a disinterested 

or..c, ou--- bot-h co·, ing from non-

. ·e1 :i ,~c in i\:.:_dt1~ls. 
\•; ., ha'· c :i. 1 o t o f it c r.1 s to g c t 

o:~ ... op of s inc c our last issue 

of TEh'.\TEr II1;\·.-\RE\L-\' TIL-\ \\3.)' back 

Li.s .... .-\~_!;ust. Prob:i.bl~, the most 

i::::1 .... ,r-2: t c\·ent of that time ,,·3.s 

T l " \ •; ,1 l ~ and t he s • 1 b s c q u c n t c .s t -

2.b· i.si':-~c·nt of our Kahn~1h'~1l-...c Sur -

\-~ ·al S(:hool . In connection 

\·it:. +-'12t 2.nd our recent lack of 

pu~_i~atio~, let □e explain to 

c~~ r~i- ~~bscrib~rs, one in par ­

~icuL:r Kho called the office to 
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complain, long disLincc , that un ­

til recently, the offices of K~1-

nicn' kck1k.a Otiohkh·~1 here being 

uscc.l as ac.l hoe classrooms and of­

fices of the Survival School and 

the majority of our members \vcrc 

functioning in the school system . 

The Kahnahakc Survival School 

was established on the reserve 

as t h c on 1 y v i :1 b J c a 1 t e rn :it i v c 

to the provincial language poli ­

cies \\'hich \\'e declare os being 

unapplicable to I ative People in 

Quebec. Thus, hcc:1usc of the 

nature of the emergency , h'C \vcre 

not ~1blc to publish our Nc1\·slct­

ter from September• to l·\.bruary . 

Happily, the Ka1rnawake Surviv ­

al School is nOh' thriving in its 

own administration builc.ling and 

the Cultural Centre has r ecom­

menced it's normal functions . Be 

assured that our mail subscr i b ­

ers will have their service ex ­

t ended for the period \\·c ,verc 

out of circulation . Nevertheless 

h' C (? ff C' r O l1 Y ~l p O ] 0 g i e S . 

Thi s 111 on t h ' s i s sue of the N c \v s -

letter focuses on our proposcJ 

cultural research, or museum, 

cent r c , now i n t h c pre 1 i m in ~1 r y 

p 1 an n i n g s L 1 g c s . Th i s i s an c x -

citing project which has not , 

for some unknown rc-;1.son, attract ­

ed many volunteer partic ipants . 

The committees are numerous and 

the need is great . 
Glad t o be bac k . 



SECOND A.' UAL GE I ER.\ L MEETING II ELD 

.\ ful 1 program of ambitious 
an <l C X C i t j Ilg p r O j CC t S h' C r C Un -veiled to the full rncmbcrshjp of the Cultural Centre at the UC I/al 1 on the evening of February 26th. In addition, a nch' Board of Directors was elected. They arc, in order of election_; .Jean­

nine Beauv[1is, Charlie Patton, ~luriel Deer, Angus i,Jontour, Lou-
i c lontour, Betty Brisebois and fa! Cross. New to the Board this year arc Angus . Ion tour and Loui c Montour. Congratulations and good luck to our new Board ; and to the departing members, Linda lleer and Annette Jacobs, thank you for a job well done. Our second year would seem to be dcd­icat .cl to the fulfillment of plans 

which 
pages. 

and promises, 
~1 re cl c s c r i be J 

some of 
on these 

Jeannine Beauvais opened the meeting by reporting to the Com­
mi tte ~1t larr,c, of the change in the constitution hhich nm· per­mj ts election of officers and board members on a yc~rly basis, She also passed on favorablc cor -ment received by her, tlnt, as a group, the Cultural Cent re had accomplished more in three months than some other similar organi~a­tions had done in three years. In addition, she hoped that the General Meeting could be held more frequently than jt has jn the past. As part of her intro-
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duction, she read the of:i ial po 1 i c y statement of Kan i en ' !- eh a -ka Otiohkwa. 
A report on our Cultural AKare­ness Courses i-;as shared by Brian Deer and Charlie Patton. C1ar~ie praised the content and~ n~er in h·hich TorJ Porter's co1...r:e, "Cu 1 ture and I :cri tagc of tht.: .1o­hawk" was held and he resultinb pride evident in those st ~e ts 

i..,; ho h :id comp 1 c t e d i t . P 1 an - · re unden;ay to rc-ir.state tLi f:ne icr·cs and Kill be rEpo·te in the . ·cwslet ter and ot. er p· a e . 
The next report dealt K·th Com­munications, Brian Deer i, tro~· c­

ing Com,:ay lfahnicnte Jo...:~·s 2. the ncidy appointed Co .. ,:--:" .i--a­tions Coordinator. Co .Kay ~·. r­ed the principle speaking 
i\·j th Ryan Montour e-lormicr of tl.e 
staff. This report is mor0 ful­ly detailed else~d1C:rc :n t .. i -. eh·s1 etter. 

'I he next topic of t.1c _:; c.nera I .\!ecting was the status of the various language cour.es nder the guidance of the :1oh'-'\•.Y L~r 
0

-uage Group. The ;~o.1ahk c ass - t Katcri was reported to h~: ,~ students at this time; 35 begin-ners, 25 inter~c<liatcs an a· _ vanccd.The ad ,ancea aY8 eager :o stuc..y .;ri ttcn .1ohawk no,.,·. 
Jcann·nc cauvais rcport0d t~a: intensiv~ Mohawk lesso .s, begin­ning with one nursery cla-s, and 



co:1tinuing on through 
Th j s plan h·ou l c.l 

i .. dude the hiring of a 11ohm\·k­

s12~ .. --11.g iacili t~1tor h·ho, "·i th 

::.12 m.1.·::::cry t.ca -LLr, \Wulc.l con­

e .. -:-: :l--.-- '-Ls5 • . ~loknd~ for the 

"n:irc d~:·, tl110:_;,h ut the yc~1r. 

T, is scheme r.1~.y --~cm:u.cl trY' re in­

fcrcc-:.--'nt 3t lone oi p~' rents or 

gr2:.·!r:1r0nts . It js ~rnticip3tcc.l 

:·.:i: ... i:i;;:; i·:.;:.c ·s • • n systc:·1 cc,uld 

-=-o i: .... o cff1..•-=:t t'1i s coming Scp-

:02DL r. 2ft r J,tcrmination by 

t h c s c h o l co ;:u:. it t cc an J par c n t s 

th1 ... s 1c1 8. dema1 c.l exists. 

B::·i~~I 3!11..~ D~n- 2 BL !1cl ~ud \\°ere 

t 1. e r T i :1 - i. p l ,::: 1 CJ k (: r s i n t h C r C -

! ,y:·t ,f ~:1 l:l c 1.nng Arts and 

Te~Lnology \\.oTkshop project to 

• '--~ s ·he hll'l! for this coming siun­

~er . This a~bitious and origin­

~.l :;.'13.n \,· __ ,1..11~! c fin led for a 

pcr:od oi about 19 h·ceks and 

h" :.1l .. : ~tt''.cr togcth"r ml st of 

t~1c ::n·aiL1Lle nati\·e artisans in 

~ ',,· rkshop,'scininar 3tm1.. sp1wre, 

_r:.s ·uc~.: 1.::, ~rnd guiding intL'l'L'St-

:J 1n-..i ·ic:1:; s in ruti ·e bone 

c..rv1.1.:-, hGO • .. :ork, bcaJs, leath-

e ~.- . ~ i l • · -. 1· , l o t t c r) • ~rn l! t c x t i 1 c s . 

: 0·1~ three t ·1::cs h' 1 .... c1'.ly, :.1 pnr-

:- i : u ~ ~ :· ~ ' s 5 i 1..rn \\' o u 1 d b c h c l d t o 

1 .. - .... :.·::~t 2 C'rtain art. ThC'rc 

i\ u: 1 :1 _- o b ~ ~rn 1.. . • c k1 I. g l' p r -

~ :· ,. ;-,~ s ~' t 1.. i \•: i t h : ~ ·., 1..' .s: ls n c craft 

r""....,: _c. . t tb: c ... of tl:c pro­

=>r2.::1. 1.1 5~:1te:'1bcr, th' group of 

::1 r: ; 5 :..r . : } 2 :1 d n ') p C' r lt 11 y ' t h C Ill 3. j -

o~·.i ty of stu'-:er:ts, Kould be re­

L ~.SL~ ::1·.):·1 :hi 5 r,1·0;,r:11.~ to _- et 

. ( .~perativc on their own. 

,.i_1:·~- t·;1g co:.sl~lt2nts ho1ld be 

contracted for to advise the co­

op ns to p1·iccs nnd points of 

sale. All monies paid to this 

core of ~1rt i :: ns h'Ou lc.l lw L' 1u:11-

ly c.l i\' iLkd :11:1ungst till' \\'Ori crs. 

Some it<...'ms ,,·nuld be turned over 

t O t h C' C ll 1 t ll r; i1 CC 11 t l'l' r Or d i s -

pL1y in tlw museum. 

:\nd, spcaJ.-: in~~ of the rnusl'lll11, 

a briefing ,,:~is prcsent<...'d by D:1vc, 

Bri:rn :rnd :onh·~1y. i\ gencr:11 

floor pLm of the proposed comp­

rchcns ivL' Cultur~1l Centre, \vhich 

,wulJ i 111..: lu<le the museum, haJ 

been previously ku1Lk d out and a 

broad explanation of it \·,as f;i.v-
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cn by Com-.ray, fo 11 lwcd by D~lVL', 

h"ho clarified some of the more 

tccLnical aspects and uses of 

the rooms. Brian c.mph:1s i zed the 

fact that this building, which 

is to be the nc\\' home of t hL~ 

Cultural Centre, is to be a liv-

j n g and \\. o r k. i n g t h i n g ~rn d a 

source of cultural inspiration. 

The present Centre bui lc.lin~ \viJl 

then bcc011c the Com1nunications 

outlet, housinl~ the T\' st:1tion 

an<l a printing ·apabi li ty. Dave 

announced the complet in11 of the 

muse.um a1·t if act :-;tora~c room at 

the present Cultur:11 C nt re ~rn<l 

encour:1gcJ the people to don:1tc 

,, h, 1 t c v 1..' r t h 1...' y co u I d , s 1 n cc \\' c 

JH)\' po-;sc:s ,d a :1.. Clll'l', dol·trnwnt­

ccl facllity. incidentally, it 

is not generally knoh'n, but in 

ord1..:r to se·tn-c certain mti::;eum 

funding, we 111:1st sho\,' a certain 

<.ll.10 mt f art i L1cts 1·cady for ex-

hibit. This number docs not in-

clud lo~nLd items, only donated 



artifacts. If the museum cont­
ained a thousand loaners and one 
donation, the g ant authoritje_ 
sec just the one donation in the 
cv;ilu~it ion of h'Orthincss. Thus 
it is vitally important to en­
large this side of our ledger, 
nn<l the bulk of this responsi­
bility again reverts to the 
people of Caugirnawaga. 

Jcann inc tl e11 called for the 
c;illing of the Building and. c­
ccssion Committees to deal vith 
the growing amount of details waitjng completion. 

The last topic, the Cultural 
Library, \vas reported on by 
Brian Deer. After noting that 
t he 1 i b r ~lr y ha s lj t t 1 e u n pub J i s h -
e<l, or primary sources, and that 
he \vas hoping to build such a 
collection, he continued to re­
port on a proposed Caughnawaga 

1 IW Q lJ O f S l\ RT S U P D A TE 

historical documentation pro­
ject, pcrhap~ funded b; o 1 • 
Canada i:ork_ . Th: s neh· ::iro • "' .:t 
would collect archi \·al and .·'.1b­
J j shed material fro!TI vr1r~ous .... ·b­
rary and resource c ·ntre.: • Ca.1-
ada. The docu.; enta Lo. program 
h'Ould er.1ploy se\·en s -;;, e~ s:uJ­
ents and Kould cont:n1 ~e ar:. c.·­
pand tie work bci r ~o e rcs­
ently by Leslie Phillips 2n: Tyler Hemlock in t} c 
~1ontreal area libr2.r·e· 
vcrsit·es. ~ ian fu- -c 
that, in case of 
tion by Quebec, it ~old be ·it~ 
for the people of Caug ... 2K ga to 
establish a stand, and this doc­
umentation \'OU]d be i r.:porta .t ·n 
any stand ~e took fro~ an h·stor­
ical and moral vie~poi~t. 

The meeting closed a eleven 
Pi'-1, following the elect ·on. 

The Ribbon Shirt h'orkshop mentjoned on page 9 has just about :.-u. it's cours c an<l res id cnt s of Caughnawaga are nO\'r' inv · ted to j o · n this pro j cct as it progresses into the bead\,·ork phase. Foy .. ore information please call Dorothy Lahache at 638-0880. DorotLy ha: been appointed coordinator for the Cultural Centre aYts a. t~·cL­no logy \vorkshops. 

f-OOL 10TE 
Fol lowing an election by tl c Board of Directors of Kan.:..en' ·e .a.·a Otiohkwa, during the week of 5 .!arch 1979, the folloving o..cfic~rs were elected : 

Chairman 
Vice Chairman 
TLeasurer 
Secretary 
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J~a~nine Beauvais 
Charles ·atton 
Ed ,·ard Cross 
1-iuriel Deer 



c u . T u P A L c E . "r R E c o ~ i 1 u .- 1 C:.\ T 1 o : 
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s : 

a report 

Tl" Olc! Loto projL'Ct, or Kc1h-

11:.:1h::-i.~---' I: .. ~1.;c . to ~i Vt: it a more 

: ... ~ -riµti\·c na:Ec, has C1..)pi1..'1..l or 

~ollecte over 2,000 old pict­

ure~ to 1..:: .. t 1..", in a nc\·cr en Ii ng 

co: ection -a:.11JGign, :rnd, need-

:.. SS t1.. s:1.y, \\ ... aH' }L)cikin~ for 

r.10 _-e. There sec?:1s to be an err-

'- :1•'· ~1~ i1..i 'a tlnt o~ll' se:1rch is 

c Oi . p l et c d , n n d t 11 at i s far from 

l''ir~ "tn .. :'. \\.t. 1-.noh· hat thLrL 

3:_· :non .. _)ictures out there that 

:::..' '1..~ -.: 1-::-:..1;·1 'nt, t i1.."'lll :1nd prcscrv­

i~~, and our copy camera is al ­

,.,·ays :1.dcJ for them. omc of 

tLc -~'.:0to~raphs on file have yet 

to i : ":Hi f • ! :rnd \,·c hope to 

c s t :'l. b l i s :1 , ~ :1 l 1 'r y of t h c s L.' u n -

k r: 0 h :i s J t t h Cl. l t u r o. l C c n t r c i n 

r1..:•"l' .. h:1t \'isi. t1.. r_- -~1ay 11-,1p in 

naming persons, places and years . 

r- -.· ~ • n t \ • i s : :- '-" r s from t h c Qu c b cc 

gcver~~~: t, dealing in museums, 

1--.2\· :e ·la red that \,·e no\,· poss-

._ _·-s t:hc largc_·t dagucrrcotypl~ 

col~ -tion 'in the pro\'ince. Tt 

i s ·, . s-.; i 1 c to ~, x pan J t h i. s p ~ r -

tic1 1 ar co lection even more by 

_1::--~ ~1,~ l- _. 1:11..) ·' lk n,1t il)l1S from 

t!.e c-.r.:: .. ur:ity . Another visitor 

:.· ;:, I11J·~1:. :\f·-~1irs rcn.:lrk1..'1..l at 

.,.1 e ·wcn,·hel11ing ntlTI'bL r of old 

pL0togra1 hs on file, saying he 

• 13 1..: n ,Y: s 1..' c n t h L.' 1 i .- 1.. o f i t c l s ~ -

·:cl" i. n l' i s t r a\ L l s . 
:, :o:~11 of sc ·cnty of these 

~ Lo:.o~rarhs from Kahna\'ake Image 

~.r' l"'~in::, pr .... p~n1..' l fL)l' C::\.hibit 

::..n 0uebec: City in , lay, and pos­

si bl:, in thcr cities in Can,1da 

an l the UnitLJ States later on. 

The sc p ictlll'l s a re hL i ng 1wcp~1r­

cd by the l)ccrl10usc histo1·y 

class of the Kahnawake Surviv.11 

Sc ho o l , \\ o r k i 11 g ~1 t t h c ho 111 l' s 1 l' a d 

and at the Cultural Centre. The 

\\"Ork is of cxccllL'nt q11:1l ity :11H.l 

surpasses h'hat one \,ould expect 

of ~1 p1·ofcs-.; ion:ll studio ~Ollll' 

of the completed pictures have 

been mountel 011 mini-<.':hibii-s :1t 

the nursery and Kateri schools, 

on a rot:1ting basis. This is a 

project that all Caughnawaga 

should take pr'ide jn, tlw stud­

ents ccrL1 inly do. 
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C::iughn~wag:1 TV is gctt 'i ng cl os­

c r to b(_,··oming ~1 n':11 ity, 11111ch 

groundh·ork being Llid for th'is 

project. \\'c h:1vc received -.;cver­

al preliminary reports from our 

tcchnil·:11 L·onsult:rnts, Poucct et 

As so c i C e s , d c a l i n g \\'it h the con -

s t ruction and cqu i p:ncnt of 

the tr~rnsrnittjng statjon. These 

reports indicate that we cnn cov­

ll' the entire rcsl'rV<', <.'.\Cl'pt 

for a stretch along 9C towards 

F r ) s t ) ' s ~1111..l a s m: 11 l l' r I . o rt i o 11 

in the direction of Kahnata. \\'c 

~1l"C' p1·l.'S<.ntly discussing modifi­

cations that ,,1i 11 pc rrn it totnl 

cover::ige, v-:i.thout need of aux.il-

1 i.a ry lll!F L' 1u i ptlll'llt. 

On 13 ~l:nch l 07~), Ry:m p:1 rt i -

cipatL' l in a Si..'111inar at C )t1C.onl­

ja Univcrsjty titled "The Open 

University", \'ith guest s1wl1kcrs 

from the BBC. The Open Univers ­

ity refers to cducati.onal an<l 



cultural cJucation by me,1ns of 
TV. ~lr. Bernard Queenan, Dirc .... ·t­
or of Con ·ordin . ll<. io-\'i.su;1], in­
t r0Jt1cl'd l{yan +o tilc.; scr.1inar i:ern­
hL'l'S :111d it \-.; • quite vidvnt 
t!1.1t they \v 're very int .rested 
i11 our community progr,1m. \\'c re­
ceived very promi5ing offers of 
~1ssistancc from va1iou. groups, 
not the least of \d ich, \:as the er nett\10 rk. \\'c pl tl n to pursue 
thi~~ 3Venue in the very near future. 

Our primary obstacJe to on-the 
air capability at the moment, is 
money. The Dcj,.'.1rtmcnt of Com­
mu r I i cat i on s ( ll OC: ) r c q • 1 i r 'm c n t s 
.:.1re very stringent as to the 
I';1rticular it<.ms to be on land, 
c'..lll <l t h c t O t a 1 cost n O ~\1 c X c Cc cl s 
our present budget. Several hays 
and means of overcoming this ob­
stacle are presenting thcmsclve·, 
and the Kan i en' kehaka Ot i ohh:a board and staff members are in­vestigating them. 

In addition, ,ve are in touch 

wj tJ : I.... Ikrnayd Quee , 
t i oncd pY-c\ i ous : , D • 
Concorc.lja's .u·io-·· ·· 
n,ent. !le!·.~ .·:r.d, 
to 'i sit our fac i J : t • 
t: e \•. e e • of 19 . :a r 1. , . 
sug est i . proved 
cr.:ition. 
bJ ish 
\•: • tL the 
rc::,tlt in 

\°c arc !10p 
worl·ing re 
u i: rs·ty 

be efi ... s 
our groups. It • s -urpr.:. ~: . 
rcali~e ho~ fa the a ·es tr 
from he littler· p·cs 
making as Caughnawaga st • 
to get on the a·r. 

In the rr.e' ntir .. c, 
uing to ga·n e ·perie 
eel lJneo . "idcota Jin 
ev ·r t s. Ryan ha, bee . _ r 
a television course -
and 11 in Co1 .1 ·ea .. • 
for grades Sand 
ho Sc Loo 1 as an ext 
activity. Call he r 
help if :our grotp \\O _d a 
tap·ng of it's ac ivi•~es. 

C U LT lJ IL\ L C ENT R E S PO, • SO R S R f B b n 
SHIRT 'O f.Sf:JP 

K~rnicn' J·ch:da Otioh wu recently instjtutc<l a .shr rt i or· sign and production of traditional ribbons' irt :,a.··_ . .,. guidan c of Elaine Lalla he. Ov(r a do:cn ladic met on the CV('ning of 5 ;,!arch to begin this progra11 Patton' s rcsid 'nc<.•. Other h rkshops of this . o_·t m·1~ b t11c coming ivc .ks , includin,e one in tr,. itional I oquo·s ng. Announcements of time unc1 place "-''il_, of the usual manner. 
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fron :·ainaj ~e\-:s, Standoff, Alberta, January 1979 

ARTIFACTS RETURN TO BLACKFOOT ~1USEUM 

B:ackfo t RcseTve. There was 

j~bilation here, as 562 arti­

£acts, 8 fL~ close to 100 years 

old, h·ere ieturned to the band, 

holding out promises of redis­

.::c~ering ~uch of the forgotten 

-::1.:l t1.ir2 of the Blackfoot to be 

on ~i:D,a · in the newly opened 

B l ,... c ~ foot ~ ! .. 1 s e ur-1 . 
Th~ h0 ~or of officially open-

i :g tr.c ~!useum on-Jan. 26 went 

to "i -h:n .. Brass, an elder of the 

~ st ~a~1~v of BlJ~hfoot societ­

:es, t1:e ::::n-n Sn-- icty. 
Th~ _;'/-.::1t, att----nded by federal 

~md 'roYincial dig1.itaries, mark-

d -lose to t, ... o years of negot­

ia:inJ ¼ith tn ~1seuw for the 

. i·- i f:1ct s ·1~1 l ful .cil led the bands 

J 2-.:: :1 .... ~ - 1 L c, r c :.11, o f opening a 

r:1set::-1 on che reserve. 
The artifacts, ranging from 

-.·l t11:r.g, tools and arr0\d1eads, 

-C; ·di~i 1~ objc·:s and m 1~ic-

al "i .. :.:=.:~· .. :.::c• .. _s, form th\3 basis 

) = t :-: c • _ .. - : foot , 1 us 2 u:n . 
·pr the years many Indi~n art-

i r:1,:-•· s in. lbcrt3 h3vc bc'"'n sur­

:..:'.'. :1."'l' --.J t, h·hi t1.' "p~l\'°11 brok.crs" 

i!: 2.· ... : .. 111::.,c ... .1.· s .. 1all lo3.ns or 

~ 1 1 . : .. ~- : ... n • 1 it t 1 e: by Ind i 3 n s 

·.-.:,o :1~1-.: bc_;un to lose pri<l,., in 

tLcir c1lture. In one case, a 

~ .. -: reJ. ob j cct original 1 y sold 

.:- __ ,r °'"(\ 1\·~c1.:1 U) in a European 

;·.'. ~ .... --. :r:i \·:: ~U~' .... ! ~.t ..," 10, l)l)Q. 

T:.2 ~Lti:f.1.::ts, sold to lfation­

_:.l .1:.:sc:..-m of 1-bn by a private 

collector in Calgary in 1977 for 

an estimated $150,000 and then 

stored in a Calgary warehouse, 

were turned over to the Blackfo~ 

on an "extended loan". It was 

the first such loan to a reserve 

.in this country. 
The artifacts are on loan to 

the Blackfoot for as long as the 

band continues to provide a mus~ 

eum and a trained curator. 
Russell Wright, curator, said 

the anonymous collector from 

Calgary came to the reserve in 

the 60's. About the 1950's we 

began to see the decline of our 

culture, and people began to 

dispose of their goods", he ex-

plained. 
In an address to the assembly, 

Chief Leo Pretty Young t-tan said 

he hoped the collection would 

inspi1e young people to fashion 

n~\,; obj cc ts for the museum. 

The most higLly prized objects 

in the collection are the 44 re­

ligious items, especially the 

ceremonial garments nn l mcdid ne 

buncll cs of the !lorn and Old 

Ladies soc·ctics. Only elders 

"° ·re ~llloh'C<l to unload the scal­

ed crate containing these items, 

and after they held a special 

cerc11ony of pra/er to mark the 

return of tl~c ~.a~r2d objects . 

, 1~11 y Indi:'n 3rtifac:ts have 

slipped th·0ugh Canadian hands 

~H .... ! , ·ound up in museum ·er seas 



h c-- :i IS<·, un-+• j l f,1ir l y rccc .. t 1; , 

t Ii c r e \\ ~: s l i t 1 c i r t ,_ re: s l. 1 1 

t 11 °rn . The ·; t i ona 1 .,lus un of 

1!; ll li;1s !nought baLk ,ihout 10 

coll e c t i ons in the las~ deed , 

someti mes :it incrcdib ] e; ·os t . fn 

1974 t he n uscum purch3scd ~!. 300 

pi ccc cJ o curncn t· cd co} l c:ct ion of 

eastern C~madian Indian arti ­

focts from a pr i v~ tc co l lcctor 

in c;crman y . The pr i cc ta g : mo r e 

I 
.. H N Y ; -• •- .... , , • '<· • ·• 

....... ,,. ./ 

-, - , ·- 1; ..... ·-
- i_ - :=-': 

- ~"":h 
I 

~ -,, ~ ....... _.,., i · c1~· ~------ -

than. 1 million . 

. l&ny a ifact • \•:er 

to I:uropc y C ; 

"'Ilc ar:-ifac s 

in princes', ~u·es '.'l _or~~ 

curiosity cabincL~'', sa·d a ::"u -

cw1. spokc.r.ia:1 . "So·:1 ..... 

arc.: ~c l ·1.g off th(; ·c· 

no,: so they an p-:i ' ta • - o:i 

these.: castles " . 

T E D 

The Cu 1 tura 1 Centre is a s king for t he ret urn of t r e 2.bo '..: c: e 

of cc1 u i pmcnt from tLose \\'ho may inadve rtent ly ha ·c • t • n t} c i ~ p 3 -

se s sion. 

It is a SO:Y STEREO HC..\S ET dcd.., . odcl EL-7, -; rial nu .. b: ..... 5 

Th c s c r i al numb c r i s l o cat c J w i t h i n t ! c ca se an cl ~ s ::1 o t r, a 1 , 

ibJc. You should be a<lvise;d that t 1is d e ck c anno t us8 Jta:-c- :­

cording cassettes nor c~n it be jacked into co 1v cnt i ona l s Jund cqJ:J ­

mcnt . 
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A GUIDED TOUR Or- OUR PROPOSED CULTURAL CENTPE 

Tl-:is ck·scrip.._ -:on of the nch· 
Lli.:. --i i r:g : ~ \ • ._'r:· 1 r1..' l in i n:ir:· an1.l 

i·. :-:o ~ ... 1..y sLoulc it be co1.stru2c. 
:-i::= b::.r.Jin~. It c-C':-:·cs from the 
co·:~' i::e ..... thinking of our con~ul t-
8 :--: :: , D 2 n:> . l :1 n cha r l , our n i r cc t -
o:~, nl ... ~,l:! [t:21 .. , 3.!1L t}1C Sf Ccifi­

(3.t"!.0i1.- L:i.J .1.--ih·n b\· :-::1t1on:il 
>'.', 5•.::.i:!1~ \·:it h sor::e further i J2· s 
f::.·1.."'',1 the ucl ... ' ' nir'-.:-tion de: 

d' .... ·position. 
a l 1 rn c :'. l L r s o f 
ar\,; intcrc.:-,tcd 

"t°L • "'1 .. ( :,c of the ::n:~ct.:n com­
i:-,i.: - t:2 s nm,· io _·nin g 2nd contr i b ­
ut .... t!. "'ir :1-: n:g:.t s and e. p rtisc . 

THE --::TERIOR 
:.. 0 • : 1..:;; ::i: t h c :; 1' 1..' t • h on p ~1 g c 

ll . : • .., '-• \\. i l 1 n 0 t i c ' t ~' a t t h , i m -
:~~·J~a:e J:: ... ":1. St!rrour.ding the Cul ­
=~:1·:11 Cc!.· r., 112.~ been land5capcLl' 
\,-~ t!. not 0 -:1:· nati\·c Caughnah'ah:1 
foliage-, L•~ birch ~rnd e\·crgreen. 
T::..: s::::u_L1l·c i:~clf h·ill 1

)C' f· c -
c- J • ::. : }: 5 q l! :.1 r C ·- CU t 10 g S , SC t ~t t Op 

3 :< "':lC' f~1'.;~ .~1: iOI.. I+- is i1:ip1..H'-
: 2. :"it. : o . • no h' .._ r-: a t t h 1 o g s a r c 
-:::cir~g o:L:·, :rnl.1 thJ.t .':.tional 
.•!-:.1se1.::·: 5l- cciii..::ations r1..'quirc a 
.s-:.·:(t::: S"'(':.irc ~-~--.ct fircpr of dc-
::a· L: . .;., \,·ith l i ttlc or no ,,·ind-
0\,· _ ?C:-: i1:~s. The _ t0nc founda t im 
". i l l b,.., l a i d in t he Cm ... 1 lrn a\\' a g :i. 
:: • ~ e :1.s s '- en in many of our old 
ii:w .::::o:1e buildi:1gs . ''he roof 
:s C'Lt • rcdy 5h3. c :rnd is stcc 1 ly 
_1i:--:-h .... : to ~1-:t.: l SJh)\\·, and g~1blcd 
~ r('~ .... ..::' ,.;·nJ rcsisL1h .. c . These 
1 g: 3~~ shakes Kill be left to 
, ·e ... 1: her n~ ..... l:ral ly . The chimr:cys 
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arc non-function3.l, us ;cl only for 
:1ir Cl'I1ditio11'n~. ,\lthou~~h it 
mJ. \. appear to be a 1 i story bu i 1-
d in~:, it is ~1ctu<111y th'O fu11 
floors, each having eleven foot 
c c i l i. n g s . :\ co 1 b i 1 : 1 t i on o f c x ci -

vation and filling is required to 
achiL\'l' thi:-:; cr·fc1..·t \\·hich prcvcnts 
a s k.) sc r'-1 pc r ,1 ppca ra1.1..· c and to 
h~ivc the museum l ivc \\'ithi11 it's 
cnvi 1·orn11cnt natur~illy. A scn ice 
ro:1d c i l'(' 1 cs to the right of the 
building to a loading dock. The 
p~nl-..ing Jrc:1 will lw to tlw r:1r 

right, out of the picture. ,Tote 
that this sketch Jiffcrs from the 
fl O Or p l J 1l S i T1 t h C CC 11 t er .S p r C ~l d 
0 : • t h i s .:\ (.' \\' s 1 l' t t 'r. Th C .• l • C t C h 
\\' ~1 s d r: 1 h' n h c f o r c t h c e • t c n s i u n 
\,·as planned to givP the musc111n :1n 
"I I" s hap c . Thi s e.· ten s i on \\'Ou 1 d 
a pp c ~1 r a.· an i d c n t i c a l b u i I d in g 
bch incl and to t'1e 1 cft of the 
11:1 in museum ,ts sho m on the dra\\'­
ing . The main entr,mce is in the 
ccntcr of the 1101-th h· .. 11, inset 
four feet . 

Tl1[ GROU:W f-LOOR 
On cntc':ing through the double 

doors one finds oncsc1f in a sm:111 
foyer, "i th :1 forccc.l-:1 i r syst cm 
keeping out the cold c1n l \\'Ind. To 
the right \Wtild be another set of 
uoors leading to a st3irhay to 
t l: c fl o o r le\' d . \ \' e ". i I l ~ o to 
the left, through self- opening 
doors ~1nd c-ntc1· a r:1m1 h1:1y system 
especially <lcs.igned for hundicap ­
ped and \fhcclchair visitors . T\\10 

set!:, of ramps ~re immediately vis -



ible, the one on the left going 

up to the second floor and the 

one to the right Jownwar<ls in a 

U-turn pattern. Sunken into the 

walls on either side of the ramp­

ways are softly lit exhibits, 

two or three to a wall, in a 3 x 

2 foot window. Upon arriving at 

floor level we are ln the lobby 

area, Lcing a cloak room,a book 

and handicraft shop and t11e rec­

eption room. After depositing 

our coats in the cloak room we 

enter the Permanent Exhibit Room, 

while noticing a featured exhib­

it on the right \\'all and a spiral 

staircase to the second floor. 

This staircase floats upward in­

to~ large circular opening in 

the ceiling so that we can glim­

pse some features 0f the art and 

photo gallery inmcdiatcly above. 

The large Perrnc1:1cnt Exhibit area 

is only one of three to visit. 

We see that the walls of this 

room on the north side, covering 

the rampi...ays, are faced with 

Caughnawaga artjfacts a~ arc the 

other t¼o. Going tLrough a large 

passageway on the south side, we 

notice to our right that the en­

tire wall is glassed, giving us 

the opportunity to observe the 

curatoral staff preparing new 

artifacts fJr exhibit. Just be­

fore en~ering the Temporary EY ­

hibit Room we find, to our left, 

an exact replica of an ancient 

: 1ohawk longhouse. If \•:c entcrcJ 

this replica we would find it be­

ing used as a classroom to teach 

our young people something of 

our heritage. From the :effipor­

ary Exhibit Room h·e can see t .• e 

Travelling Exhibit Room, devoted 

to the sho~ing of arti~acts f~orn 

other Indian nations. So~e o~ 

the non-public roo~s, start·ng 

from the loading doc: , are the 

receiving and unpack:ng areas, 

with a separate storage for re­

turnable boxes. The Poi·on .oo .. 

is used for storage of f 1 .gi ides 

and insecticides used in t:.e ?re ­

serving of textiles, leatter an 

fur. There is a fr~ight e_e1at ­

or to bring material to t' .e ;:iec ­

on<l floor as \;ell as 3. st~ -f 

stain:ay to the offic'-;S ab~ ·-.:. 

Ke now return to t:e £p·.a1 strir 

case and go to the second f~oor. 
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THE SECO.'D F~OOR 
i'/e ar~ no·· in the Gallery area 

surrounded by pain ings and :a·a-1 

photograpts. :o o left :s t·: 

open doorway to the Librar; _o. -

taining material of i1terest to 

Caughna¼·aga. To our right 

the multi-use auditoriun, co~:­

lete \ i.th audio- is ·al c:anabi -

ity. Off to o .. c co::r~e::- o= t:. 

Gallery we gl·mpse the anJ-~g 

area of the up-ramp. ~h·s t .en 

comprises the public-use, rea of 

the muscufi1, the rer.:ai nder of t:. • s 

floor is prjrr:aril: mea. t fo:- of­

fice space by the C l tura. .. Ce ..... re 

in it's m~ny acti rities. After 

ente1.-ing the hal •,.;af to t .. e 

south, we have, on our r:ght, a 

Conservat·on Ro:nn, a ,·or.·slo 

dedicated to t, e teac..ing o: 
hawk crafts. A little f rtl.:r 

on is a doorway lead· .g :o a 



, "!.' :~ 1 1'. i c . \rt s stud i o and a photo 
1°b, used i1 conjunction Kith cx­
~:bit preparation. The final set 
of Sh'in~ing doors lcaJ us into 
tl c stafr' ro .... :·1·s. Of most inter­
est :-: l'e is the stora~c area at 
t:--.e \\-,.:."'~t c:1d of this h'ing. Here 
hill t:e stored those artif3cts 
2\\·ai ting exhibition or prcpara-
t ic'n a:1J O~"'cn to guided visitors. 
It is a;_ticipated that a corp of 
:·L • 2::g 1rop le h·i 11 be ernpl oycd as 
:o~r ~uiJes, esrccially on Keek­
e~d.:- 2n.i holidays. 

ST:\ Tll S 
\\"t~ !rn\·e 3pproached an engincer­

ir.~ :ir;.1 f1...1 r the purpose of ob­
tai~ing preli~inary drawings and 
rurthe.· n. "';otiations are pending 
~, re ~cta i 1 ed use-planning and 
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soil tcsUng at a site yet to be 
decided. Several lo cat i.ons have 
been sug0;csted, inc1ucling the 
cast end of Tekak" itlw Island, 
hut nothing firm enough to 1·c.'­

port has been decided. Before 
~my 1:10 re p rogrc ss can be made , 
consultations must be completed 
b c t ".cc n Nat i on a 1 ~ I us cums , s c v er-
al grant sources and the staff 
and commi ttecs of Lrn ien' kehaka 
0 t i oh k h' a . I f, to rep c n t a we 11 -
,wrn p'.n-.2s e, you ,vish to parti c­
ip3te in the decision maki.ng, 
please m3kc yourself and your 
committee choice known to the 
BoJrd of Dirc·tors. You can find 
a list of these committees on 
page 19, in the article "Museums 
and Cultural Education". 



lllSEll,IS r-,;1) ClJLTlJRAL EDUCA"'T0. 1 

Danr~cr~ • nd Pos~ibilit-ies 

by liavc elanchard 

r:~1rly accounts of .':1t ivc cult­

ural education hl'i t n l01\·n by 

lw .Jesuits in the sc <.:lltc·rith 

century describe hoh· tribal eld­

ers \\'otild u:,l' objects fro!, d~1ily 

villae,c lih.', ,1s \,·ell ,1s "s,cc-

i;il " i1"c·1h ·,1Kh :is 1:1rnpi1111 I>( Its 

and ·arvings, to cduLatc the 

yo u 11 ~~ ; 1 h 0t I t t r ; 1 cl i t i o rw I v • 1 l • 1 e s , 

bcl i cfs, a11d history. These ob-

j cc t s 1v c re..' 1 h c 1 i h r :n i c· .s c, f ~ r; d -

itional hK>I lcd\_;c. Th<.'v stored 

and con v c )" • d i d <' n s b u t • v c n m o r c 

t Inn t l1is tlicy st imt1L1tc:d th • 

im:1gin:1tion \\'ith the tc.·t1rc..~, 

s m <. I I : , ;rn d r cc I i n g n f t h v or i g -

inal item. Because of the ir.i­

port-:111cc t!.,tt ';1t ivc pr•oplc plac­

ed on th2i.r "rnateria cultuTc'', 

these objects kld been jca101s.y 

ou~1rch'J by the COLlilllI1ity and 

here p:1s:=.cd dm·n from gcncrotion 

to gc11('ration for future care 

and pre scrv~tion. 
111 188,1 t lie· l\ci t i sh .\:·:·ocia~ ion 

for the J\dvanccmcnt of Science 

ncnt in ,krntrc:il. One of tli<.: at­

tractions for this ~i.·:--icmh1agc of 

s c ho 1 a r s \ ~ 1 s to r:1 kc· t , 1 e f c r r v 

rn)!il Lich j !H' to C;1ug!i11:1\\;1ga t 0 

vi<..'1: h'hat the ,\:;soci~1tion hro-

c Ii u n .. ~ ha i 1 c d ;1 s "t. Ii l' r '11111 • rn t s u f 

a once proud ra c 11
• The 188l 

meet i 11g passcJ ~1 number of reso­

lutions , one of which ~as to 

st~Tt a progr~m of 11 s~ lvagc cth-

r o gr an h y' 1 
, Lo record . ,At 1 • c c u -

turc, lanbuage • nd fo '·lor-: • 

to col 1 r,ct 1 'art j f~ c 

c rial cul t·1re. 
\..;; . made be:cau<-;c it 

tLat the . r.1crican 

''v:rnishin r:cc'~ 

.. tl er ge .. era :on .·3.ti • 

\\0 :ld cithc. d:e of 

ite, and native Cl 

no mor . ror the 

fi c y ars . u 

itics _cnt out 
Lcr together c 
i vc mat ia 1 • 

same material 

tht> trod~tiona 
young. 1hcsc co1 

nearly every n 
.'or+h and Cc.n 

Caughna ·aga ·.;as 

T'1e mqterial t, a 

\\'as brought 
most fit Kas 

ke '! i r.g 11 ir cJ-. p 

roo. s; some 
one pe:rccnt, v:·1s 

TL "sc muscu~n ex 
thL Indian • , 

T! cy - ssume<l 

~· ... s al r ady 
<.ly· J!g. 'I h 

sc:1.crccl mater 
iosi y; a way o 

cc. to the scorn 
an ignorant pubic 
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re 2. ). for;:1ed its imp re: ss ions of 
n3t in~ culture based upon the 
stereot~~es of European mass cul ­
:u-:.·e. E'.:12n the uost. enlightened 
2nu hor:.c:::t of nmscuu cur,1 ors 
h"c:!.·e subject to these stcrco­
t) _ ... es, 2nd their attempts to 
:e2.l er ati\·ely ,,·ith the mater ­
i~d the:· h2d collected ,,·ere oft­
":: :foi:cd. 

i':ith the cultural treasures of 
.'ati\·e .'orth A;;:crica locked 3.Kay 
in r.L1s,...~u:11 storerooms, ~md exhib-
it2L: ir~ no11-11~1ti\~C COJ1Il1lllliti\..1 S 

2:1L: citie_-, tra iitional cultural 
e--~:c2.tio:1 did suffer; but it did 
not 11e. \ativc peoples aJaptcd 
~a the circJmstances of history 
:rnj on occasion brought their 
c,:_:_ • Jren t:) musc·1::1s to supplc­
::-.e1.t t}.eir ~ultural education . 
\\!::n did these children find? 
Exhibit: that spoke of the In ­
:li2ns as "they'' (not "we"), cul­
tural 1~1aterials that should have 
bt.: c,1 pr -.sL~n·cd, dctcrior~ ting, 
ar:d sent~nccs phrased in the 
• 2s: t"nsc, as if all \atives 
h~d becone Europeans. Rather 
tha:1 Lel1 in the cultural cdu-
·atio:: o: the young, these musc ­

l." S .'.lnl t]:cir exhibits further 
a:.:. L:,tL' 1 n:.1ti ·-:-s from their 
cul tl.!rc 011-. 1istory . Roh after 
r , ". of m 3 t c r i a 1 c u 1 tu re cl i s p 1 :1 y ­
e d .. ext to stuffed animals and 
,_.,..,: ~ar:ic ro'. sen·ed as cmbar­
r ~: s: .. 2 n t t o the s c . 'at iv e v i s it -
O~.'S. And ,d1at rro\·~d to be the 
fin~· insult Kas the exposure, 
.:.n p 1bl ic, of s:e let al and grave 
~2tcrial, as if the dead of the 

original people dcscrvcJ no more 
respect than the bleached bones 
of c x t in c t an i m c1 1 s t1 n d din o s mir s . 

Native peoples in both C~rnada 
and the Uni tcd SL1tcs have been 
under the pressure of a Jominant 
hostile, hhite society striving 
to assimilate the North r\merjcan 
In<lian into the C;rnac.lian 'mos;1ic' 
or the American 'melting pot', 
or w h c n t hat fa i 1 e d , to ext e rm i -
natc him altogether. In many 
Native communities when people 
were forcibly forbidden traJi ­
tional forms of cul tur~ll expres ­
sion, there occurrcJ wiJespread 
social depression and cultura l 
genocide. Kanicn'kchaka Otiohkwa 
is c.lcdicated to the revitalizo. ­
tion of traditional ~loha,vk cul ­
ture on the Caughnawaga reserve 
and recognizes the fact that the 
~1ohawk people of Caughnawaga arc 
forced by circumstance to live 
in h:o Horlds; they po.rticipate 
i n the e con o m i c an J so c i ~1 1 1 i f c 
of Quebec, but they arc ~1oha\\1k 
first, in mind anJ body. Kanicn ' 
kehaka Otiohh·a plans to he l p 
cons.truct a faci 1 j ty in Caughna­
\,·aga dcJicated to the cultural 
education of the ~1ok1h·k . Kanien ' 
h.Ch~1ka Otiohh,3. plans to nwkc 
ma.·imum use of m~1tcrial cult ure 
rcp3triatccl from non-11.1tivc mu ­
seums and historical societies , 
anc.l secured through don;1tjon or 
loan from people of Caughnawaga . 
Thi s fa c i 1 it y has no name . It 
h'ill not be called a museum , be ­
cause Kanien' kchaka Otiohkwa 
docs not intend to i dent ify i t-



sc1f or it's activities witl1 he 

gross injustices that have been 

pcrpctotcd by the [u ·opcans in 

tlw guisl of 11 ct1ltt1n" and t •• c 

" d i SS l'Ll i 11 at i O 11 0 f I ll O\'. 1 c d <, '" , 

(the hrcc calling cnr~s of r ·11c-

tl'l'I1th ~rnd c;1l'ly t1vL·nticth ccnt­

tury museum coll ·torsJ. There 

:ire \\':1ys to use material cul tun~ 

crc;1t1v ·ly \\'ithin an exhibition 

L1ci l ity~ K:1nicn'l h:1 1 a Utiollh•:~ 

intends to di suwcr these h'ay • 

nnd to us<.' them to 11w.·imum po­

tential for the good of the 

p<'l'ph, especially the young, at 

C1 1glrna\\;1ga. 
The only \\'~1y 1h:1t this c·hibi-

tion ;rnd education f':.tcility \ill 

reflect the needs ;111 the spirit 

o f t he p e op 1 c o r Ca ugh II a , a~~ a i ~ 

if there is maxima} in1nt from 

tlem in the pLrnning a!1J c.·ccu­

t ion st-agcs of thL. pro_· ect. Soon 

K:lllic'n'lchak;1 Otiolih1;1 will 1>c­

gin a recruiting crivc to secure 

this input. Fo1· noh', hc1·c is a 

list of tl1c kine.ls of t;1sks tl at 

\\' i 1 l h: v c- t o 1w co In p I c t • d , , n d a 

list of the onmittecs tlwt arc 

f o rrn i n g t o m cc t h c s e c l a 1 l c n gr· s ; 

( l) The ·e 1 s a ~:;u. c_:__i !2_g Co~-

m i tt c to )Vcrscc the direction 
--- -of the pro_Ject, and to monitor 

~111d coordin:1tc the wd· of a}l 

the com111iLtccs, and tn J1·aft all 

fun<linr, petitions for tl.c con­

struction of the facility. 

(2 ,\11 /\c.ccssions Committee 

to secure t h8 rcturr1-of aughna­

wa 1~r1' s cu~tur~ll tr1.;~1surc~; iro1 

non-native uscums and hi:•or:c­

J.l societies, and to ~ cure 1
011-

at ion of . a·e_·i al ~ro:"1 tl 

people of Ca .~hna¼aga. 

l3) B• .. ilc.:ing 

r.7c:1cratv a bu-ilc.fi 

supervise the \\Ork 

trct., to se:ctrc bid. 'n 

crat · \'Olu 1tcer labour 

community. 

r 4) An 
to pl, n the c.·. ibi ts i:. t .. e 

9 

ility, to \\r·tc label 

choo ·c t1 e artifact to 
in the cxhi.);ts, 

<l~pl·catcs ~h~rc 

to implcwent the 

~hen the facility 

c-) r\ 

:hat \•:ill 
ifacts o thci~ •r 

and i1 s'..!ring t'. t 

scr, d ft rt co 

crations of 
Ca .1glrna•. ct ~a. 

( 6 J ,\ C a t.l0_ o _-2:_~ 

rat i (.1 n C., OTI1T'1 • t t e C t O h C • 1 
tracF- of~:-ter ·al 

co]1cct.e; 

r7) perm 
m·+ to ~o s 

ducatio _1a1 

the to\\n -nd ~ith th­
to use the exn·b·+s i r 
tural education of ~nc 

(co;1t'd 11cxt page) 

·o 



l\anien'kchaka Otiohkha is not 
3. pri ·ate club. It is an org<1n­
i:2.t ion :hat i·:clco:ncs the part­
i-.:: i :~2. t ior~ of a 11 >lohah·k pcop 1 e 
co::cernec hit h the cultural 1 if e 
of the ~lohahL Gi\·en the times, 
and giYen the present situation 
in \orth ..\r.1erica, Canad.'.1 and in 
(:...reb2c, the task th3 t 1'~rn ien' ke­
h2.k2 utioi1kh·a ha.s t.:1kcn on in 
t}:c :1~ce of th ~!oh,1\\"k people is 
a great one. The challenge is 
clc2r, 3.nd the project has been 
proposed; if the >lohah·k peop 1 e 
co not rcsponJ to this challenge 
an~ to this project, it hill 
ne ·er leave the drahing boards . 

But if the people arc ready t o 
accept this chaJlcngc, great 
things just might happen . Kani ­
en'kchak3. Otiohkwa has a small 
staff. That staff serves as a 
skeleton to action, the ~1ohawk 
people of Caughn.'.l\\'aga must pro ­
vide the flesh and blood, the 
muscle and marrow, and the spir ­
it and life of the whole body if 
the actions of the Cul tur~1l Cen­
tre are to be at all signifi ­
cant. 

This is a plea. 
confidence, h'e need 
teered cooperation, 
all need each other . 

We need your 
your volun ­
just as we 

L ..\ T E ~ E ;,· s * * * * * LA T E ~ E \ \1 s * * * * * LA T E N E iv s * ,._. * * * L A T E N E iv s * ·k * * 

CO>l>.U\IC..\TIO\S OUTLOOK 
The r.;ost recent report from our technical consultants regarding 

the T • st.1tion h·as not encouraging. The total outlay for approved 
e _uip~cnt would amount to over $35,000, an amount well beyond our 
~Yes,~: resou:ccs. Kc are now redirecting our efforts towards an 
F.! ridio stat:ion, .something that is immedi3.tely in reach . In the 
:::t;.""3.T.t 1:Je ,,·e ~: • stil 1 investigating all possible sources of funding 
ior \'iceo cap3.bility. The ~lay TEWATERIHWARENIATHA will contain a 
full r l ort on the HI station. 

PROPOSED ~1USEU~1 SITE SELECTED 
The ec1.:t en: of Tc·kak.h·itha 1sl~rnd has been selected as the site 

of th~ propos cd CO'':pi·chens.i ve cultural centre and museum by the 
Board of Dire~tors a1 d a grant of this common land ,vas 3pprovcd by 
t!1e Band at the meeting of 10 April 1979. Soil testing and archi ­
·Lctural h~rk Kill noK proceed. This location is guaranteed not t o 
interf2re ;;i th traffic to and from the Marina, the Firemen ' s Fie ld 
"~-Y a ti,·ities or with swimming off the east b3.nk of the island . 
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The slide c.-hibition entitled 

"KAI!. 11\ \\'J\ KE I Ji\CI:", p n pn rc·d by 

the K:tllll:l\\"tkc Surviv~d Scl ool, 

in conjunct ion h 1 ith '"~u icn' le--

h;1ka Otiohh\·a, is 110\ in Laus--

~rnne, Sh·itzerlancl. nilly T-.o 

Pi vcrs an<l an ~1dvancc party of 

1 lohawks from Caut;hna\\'aga and t -

k \\' c s a ~ 11 c l p ~1 r t c <l tl i r a b c.: l on 

~larch 12th, taking \•:ith them 

this collection of photographs. 

The remaining members of the con­

ti11~1 cnt \'ill be lc:1ving <luring 

tlw \,'cck of ~brch 18th. :\ tot;:11 

() r _.., .) i 11 d i V i d l1; I I s \\' i 1 1 b (. I n 

Swit:crl:rnd to n.:prcsent Nati re 

sonp,s, d;rn·cs ;rnd cr;1fts. The 

cxlubit will run from :',iarcl 24tl 

to 31st. All fundjn for this 

project is courtesy of tl c l.a-­

vanchy group of Ccncva for tl.cir 

salon oF touris111 and vacations. 

The Cultural Centre portion of 

the shO\v consists or an 88 slit.le 

story of the people of Caughna­

\\'ag;1, thci1 lives anc.l ti11e;s. It 

sho\\'S, through a series of ma 1)s 

and old phoo .. ~r~1phs, how t1c 

people of this community h~iv~ ad­

nptcJ to centuries of life-style 

change~,to still m;1intain ;1 holc.l 

011 their c111ture and language. 

The fin~ll portion of his c.·! ib­

it retells the story of the birti 

of the K:1hn;1\-.:akc Survival School 

an<l the beginning of the Cultur­

al Centre, complete wit1 pre cnt 

<lay photogrJphs. 
The show opens with the preface 

from the C1·c;it Lm-.r of Peace; of 

the fi ·e. ation-,indica ing i: s 

rc1cra1ce to today'· p_ob _ s. 

Thc1 , remcn be r •. g tr. ... fr 

pc:rns }·no\\ of our b· 

there: fo 11 O\• .. • a de: -c ri 

h·Lcre v;e ca1;1c fro:11, tLe fo· • ig 

of the Five .·at ions, and tl chi·­

to ·ical s·.._uatio. o+ L • 

Follo .. ·r:g thi_· is t: ... : 

of Caughna1,,·a
0
a, ·t 1 .:= 

1 0..,a ... :on 

and ro c in Briti h, .... ,cY-ican an 

Canadian h ·story. 1' .ere i ~ 3. 

segment clc· 1 ing wj tl log •. g 

r i \. r pi 1 o: : n 6 , -h \ • • j 

soldi ·ring rind iror.\.or :r 1
• 

h i s tor : c a 1 po _.._ ion ~ 1 

statement on tl c roles 

h'OJI en ar d cl. i 1 rcn 
society, as sta d 
La~ of Peace. 1. c 

c lo:cs '-' • t~ sl • dC;s of 

val School, 
ies of t!.e Cult 1 ral 
plans for the future 

T1 e a·tual 
sho\, \v • 1 1 be; in the 

La" nc .y ~roup, :ncl 

al c.Cfcc s, m1·ic 

tion into th many 
ua.g s of S,itzerla .. d. 

to assist tc Si·s • tra 

\· c · } a , c i n c : d c d a... a 

cttc of the scrint, 
Carolee Ja·obs 1 st 
proper 1cha •: • pronun 
addjtioTl, .,e .a·c ··equ_s e 

s~is· author·tiec to 

an,' 1 J or • l. footu'"'C f T 

cation, that they r-1.: t:u C 

activ.itics t} er.... If s cl a a~-



rangement is successful, these 
fi l::.~ h·i 11 be shO\rn at various 
co .. .:mmi ty group_-. Hoh·ever, Gary 
8 lor~ier, oi otr communications 
s:ari, h·ill be in Lausanne to 
\·i eotape the shoK, and this will 
certainly be seen. 

. .\ great amount of thanks must 
be i\' n to Jim Hum and his 
gr2p: ic arts class, for the end­
h s - o\·crti!l hours they put in 
fro : .•. !ar h 2nd to 8th, including 
al ay Saturday and Sunday. In 
~articular, Ke must point out 
the .:olloh·ing individuals for 
t:.e exccLent \Wrk they did, all 
\·ery rofessional: EdKard Stacey, 
Lin la ~lcGregor, Brian Delormier, 
Lauri Delormier and Darlene 
. ; -Grc ;:or. Of co' 1r_ e h·e inc 1 ude 
t !,e guidi _:,, 1nnds of Jim Hum and 
Gary De-or:nier of the Centre. 
TLe people of Caughnah·aga \Wuld 
be pleasantly hockcd to realize 
the h • gh le\·el of photographic 
-alent their young people pos-
s s.:. 
A total of thrc - sets of slides 

Kere pro~ c d and plans are a­
: ot to produce a travelling 
.:li-le exhibition for local view­
ing, on the order of what is be-

ing seen in Lausanne, complete 
with special music and narration. 
Further announcements will be 
made in the near future, regard­
ing completion of this project. 

To round out the offerings of 
the Cultural Centre in Switzer­
land, we have also sent some 
artifacts to be exhibited. These 
include a Caughnawaga cradle 
board, a corn bread serving dish 
and spoon, antique snowshoes and 
lacrosse stick.s and a pair of 
mi ttens and moccasins. Some of 
these artifacts arc replicas pro­
duced by Steve I Comber. 

Thus, aside from the 1979 
Caughnawaga calendar, this exhib­
it constitutes the first offici­
al use of the matc.ri·ll collected 
under the Old Photo project, or, 
as h'e now c1ll it, Kahnawake 
Image. The Cultural Centre ex­
tends it's gratitude to those 
people of Caughnawaga who permit­
ted us to reproduce these price­
less photographs, which will not 
only give us a better perspect­
ive of who we are and ihere we 
come from, but will cncible others 
to ee us in a new ligLt and to 
understand our way of life. 

SIX ATIONS SING 

T 1e TonJ\\·anda Singing So ietics \d 11 be hosting the Spring "Si.ng" on l-1. April 1979, at the Tonawanda Indi.::in Community IIousc, Bloom-- .. g ~ le Roa , Akron, KY. Dinner will be served at t,vclvc noon. All interested persons and singing groups are cordially invited . 
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The origi11~1l ~1rt iclc uppc·~1rcd 1n French, jn Education Quebec, 

December 1978, published by 1hl.; General Communications Ser 1 ·ce 

t h c Qu c b cc ~Ii n i s t r y o f E <l u cat ion . 

A MO II A \O~ C lJ LT U RA L C E ::-; T R E AT CA U G H :.JA\\' AG A 

by Luc Chartrand 

Since 1716, the small Indian 

v i 11 age of c~rnghna \,'n ga has stood 

up to the 0lontreal giant, and in 

sp i tc of the odds, lw.s cont i nucd 
a n .. 1t i ve i<lcnt i ty in the heart 

of this urb~rn mctropol is . Al ­
though they hold on to their an­

cestral traditions t enaciously, 

the people of the rc:;ervc never­

theless feel the influences of 
their numerous ncighbors, and 

little by little, t1cir lohawk 
culture has become di1utc<l. 

Those village youths \\'ho can 

still express themselves in ~lo-­
hah1k arc rare , yet, about forty 

years ago, this was the princi ­
ple language of communication on 

the reserve . In order to rev­
erse this trend, the smc.111 corn­
unity of 5,000 people has built 
a Cultural Centre for themselves . 

Although the means at thejr 
disposal arc modest, it is only 

necessary to visit the CC!ntre to 
understan<l the importance of the 

\\1ork being pcrforrnc<l there . tith 
the help of a $121,000 federal 
subsidy , jt is rcbuil<ling, piece 
by piece, a widely scattered 

her .i tag e , on c \,hi c h had n c v c r 
been a subject of particular at-

tention previously. It has cop­

ied about 1,100 photo g~a.hs =~oQ 
personal collections 1~st su~~er, 

i 1 lustrating life on t .. c r cs8 rvc . 

In addition, a collectior. of CO?­

jcd papers and writings has be-­
gun to form the core of Ca ugh~!a­

waga' s historical docu::1 e~tatjon. 
This fal 1, tl e Cultural C(; ;;trc 

proposes to begin a series of 
VHF television broadcasts K:1ose 

purpose will be to help the 
people of the village rediscover 
their O\\·n identit)· .. •'.o r eo ·tr, 

the Centre has placed at th e ci ~s­

posal of the Caughna1.·iaga pri~ar: 
school , a collection of lege .. cs, 
stories and native songs .. fter 

so many years, the school c!. • 1d.­

rcn at the pr·mary level :.1 

once again have tr.e oppo :::·-c 1..:;; i :_,. 

to study the language of their 
own people , the Cultural Centre 
material being a su~plcr.ent to 

the formal academics. 
It is ~ossiblc to pay a vi~it 

to Ca ugh n a\•: a g a and t ~ e Cc n t r s . 
but you should telepho~e severa_ 

days in advance if you wi.h to 
converse. in French. Co~tac: 

Brian Deer, Centre Direc:or, a~ 
(514) 638-0880 . 
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