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BROWNE (Sir THOMAS) 1605-82. 
4416. MSS. in English, on paper : written by 

Sir Thomas Browne about 1659-82: 
various sizes, viii + 20 leaves : collected 
by Sir W. Osier and recently bound. 

i (foil. r-2). Autograph letter (3 pp.), 
dated July 6 [c. r68o], beg. 'The Kidneys 
are not only different ' ; signed YLF TB ; 
addressed to his son, 'For Dr Edward 
Browne in Salisbury court ... London ' ; 
and stamped IY 9· 

Unpublished. He quotes Ruini (no. 918) on the 
comparative anatomy of the kidney ; and sends 
a piece of lizard's skin to be shown under the 
microscope. On the spinal cord in a "tabid con
sumed person" he quotes Pauw's Observationes 
and says, "I do not see how you can showe the 
medulla spinalis of a man butt by figures, or how 
you can take it out of the dissected body." The 
letter ends: " Bee temperate at eat[ing] of feasts 
... indeed there is no such pittifull thing as a 
Guttling. Tom [Edward's son, I673-1710] holds 
well though hee toyles & moyles at all sorts of 
playe after schoole. Wee ... haue sober stayd 
little girles for his playfellowes that hee maye 
imitate them ... " 

I 
ii (fol. 3). Autograph notes headed 

' pericardium ', and a Latin distich on the 
diaphragm. 

Unpublished. One of the notes reads: "Few 
vses it surely hath out of the body. Only ... as 
mens hearts are commonly in their purses, so many 
of the countrie people, taking aduantage of the 
figure & toughnesse of this part, make little purses 
hereof and carry their money in it." 

iii (foil. 4-5). 'Dr Browns discourse 
concerning the fishe bone found at Con
ington.' Undated letter (3 folio pp.) beg. 
'sr I cannot sufficiently admire the In
genuous industrie of Sr Robert Cotton'; 
with autograph subscription, ' Sr, your 
seruant to my power, Tho. Browne,' and 
corrections. 

In this letter, belonging to his correspondence 
with Sir Wm. Dugdale, and written probably in 
1659, he discusses the significance of a cetacean 
vertebra found inland. Formerly in the collections 
of Arthur Preston (sold in 1888) and J. Eliot 
Hodgkin (Sotheby's, 23 Apr., 1914, lot 3II), it was 
first printed in 'Eastern Counties Collectanea ', 
Norwich, 1872-3, and largely reprinted by South
well in no. 4517 A, pp. 91-4. Monro, no. 4520, 
has recently published another letter of the series 
with extracts from this one and a resume of those 

·printed in nos. 4512 and 4524 (i, pp. 380-93). 
See also art. vi ; and no. 4520 A. 

iv (fol. 6). Autograph fragment (lower 
part of a leaf). Ends ' Ame~ica might haue 
been a perpetuail terra incognita & neuer 
arose unto us '. The same passage is re
written on the verso. 

v (fol. 7). A page of autograph comments 
on a new translation of Plutarch. 

Probably sent in 1682 to his son Edward, who 
wrote to him on Feb. g," I am desired to translate 
the life of Themistocles" (Wilkin, i, p. 329). The 
new Plutarch was published in 1683. 

vi (foil. 12-20). Typed transcripts of arts. 
i-ii, iv-v ; MS. notes by Hodgkin (?) on 
art. iii and a pr. description of that letter 
(Hist. MSS. Comm., 1897, xv, pt. 2, p. 294); 
and a letter from Dr. Keynes on these MSS. 
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20th day of February, 171~. £ll'2s tid 

2435 ANNE. QUEEN OF ENULAND. Doe. with Ro~val Sign 1\1annn1, regarding the pa.yment of •t l '''" 

This document has been restored n,n<l a few of the words . 
~ignn.tnres are intact. 14!':. 
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"Ostrich's had ithin" (#4416, foll. 8-11) 

This item was not noted in the printed catalogue, because 
at the time I was doubtful wh~ther it belonged to ·• 0. or had 
been borrowPd from an unknown lend8r. 

See the co~respaodence betwgen ~ir T. B. and his son, 
"Edward . in Feb. 1682 in · rilkin's .d. of th8 ~orks, #'4524, i, 
pp. 525-31. The ina of orocco hz.ul snnt som ·· ostrichPS to 
IorJdon and ::.. • ·trPntly w~.ra had the car of one or n1or _ of them. 

:-'ir T. B. to ~·., F b. 5 ~ "I hav -· encJ osed th _se t~ o h .c ... ds 
of an ostr1dge which Fr:-tnck chls daughter FrancesJ suddenly drewe 
out= fie-urf! 1 is the htad, ~.sI find it in B~JJonius 'DeJa n<:turc 
dr~s oyseaux,' in Fr~nch, which booke perha s you cannot easily 
mJ t ith· mln was nr:nted at Paris, 1555. doubt it wiJJ not 

cJJ unswer the heud oi' yours. That of figure 2 is th .. hPad of 
one in lr. 1 'i]lour-hbye's urn-thoJoeia, r1r. R"ye's c#97, ond., 
167BJ, which runny havr:. Th~ hPars ar(, differ··nt " 

fid ·arct to Sir T. B., F .. b. 2: "Ours dlc>d of a sorlen 
~gave it~ P~ CP of -ron hich '8i bed t~o oun~.s 1nd a hEJf, 
hich .~ found in t~ c f ·rst st,.,.T. ... cl &£'lit: not at a]J a] ter ·d ••• n 

I compnred th se 2 r··ur .s with thA sources .__'ir 1 •• gives, 
and th-y correspon • Fi~. 2 h r~ is a tr~cing of Fr~nK's sketch 
hich ·s still y.;ith the orio-inaJ J tter ·n . S . SJoan. 1847 in the 

"Rritish 1\.useum. eynLs reproduces it in his Pd. of the V.orks, 
vi (#8078), p. 239. Fie_;:. 1 is evidentJy FranK's original, not 
"8ir T. rovme fee. 11 as so _.ont~ has ·ritt ,n on it. 
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Sm THOMAS BROWNE, M.D., to 

[ ]. Letter touching the petrifieti bone of a fish, "found 
underground, neare Cunnington," which had been sent to the physician 
by his correspondent, and concludi.ug with these remarks: "In some 
" chalk pitts about Norwich many stagge hornes are found of large 
" beames and branches, the solid parts, converted into a chalkie and 
" fragile ~ubstance, tbe pithie part sometimes hollowe and full of brittle 
" earth and claye. In a church yard of this citye an oaken billet 
" was found in a coffin. About five yeares agoe an humerous man of 
" this coun trie after his death and according to his own desire was 
" wrapt up in the horned hide of an oxe, and so buried. Now when 
" the memorie heerof is past, how this may heereafter confound the 
'' discoverers, and what conjectures will arise thereof, it i~ not easie to 
" conjecture."-The letter is neither dated nor superscribed, but it 
was manifestly written during the writer's residence in Norwich, and as 
it is docketed in contemporary handwriting, at an upper corner of the 
initial leaf, "Dr. Browne's discourse concerning the fishe-bone at 
Conington," the epistle seems to have been written before the physician 
was knighted.-In handwriting of a somewhat later period the paper 
is endorsed: "Sir Thomas Brown's discourse about the fi~hbone found 
" at Conington corn. Hunt. Shown to Dr. Tanner." 





#4416, foJ. 19a 

From w. O.'s S. r cord or his rea s, Ja680, 
sup )r .,ssed tiJ 1 th y ar 111701 It r .... f rs tD tl p. 354-~50 (a ol. 

1 tter, item i.i (fall. 4-5) in thi;:; o1. Dugda e 11Fisne bonett 

n·~. B." v1as his bother, ir 
the auctioneer at Cotheby's. J und. 11t::r. H." is probable Tom Hod e, 

In spite of this ~arning a similar ntraged., ha 1 ened" to him 
15 1onths lat r, in conn~ct·on ~ith ater'~ set of Gal~n: se~ 
notQ to ,t .... F:;2 in t,1e "Bibliothec: .. n. 

a a{e 
. o. 's 

Apri} 25th, 1914. On th9 2 ·rd UQritch bought fo · ~a a .s. of 
Sir T .108. Brown for .czo ( .,i th ~'. B. 's money). I iiaS e;raa ly i:n ter
ested a.., Browne 0&. are very rc.re. It came .,resteraa , c;;o.nd la.st 
evening I w s sho ti!1g i to Rever • I dreamt that I was at th sale 

c ·as in a. big room in a privat house, b autifuJJy fu~nished, 
and all thP docum_nts ·ere p~t out on di e~ent tales, ~o hich the 
auctioneer ·1ent iu turn. He h d c me to a long t.abJ e at which only 
5 or 6 pArson~ ere· se ted, I a ong them ana young Quaritch. • T.J., 
the auction er, took his seat at the n a· anu sai , "1 at mu h of in r
est h re, exc pL t'1at Bro~rne f,S. You wiJl ant tha. of cour e, ofes~o" 
I had it in my h~n 4 • It ~as beautifu,Jy b und in old pigskin and, 
inside, ci t:1 hrd"innn·Qer o des cri~ tive printed sli)S -- · ust a::> t,he 
original on~ has: r r. H. sai , "Ho .uch offer•3d? 11 I sai 'T£1". "All 
rightn, he said, "th " seem.s a.ll ri hi:,. ~ot in .. else offered? Going, 
goin n -- • ;Just at this 1IJoment young uar · tch, V:ho had be n at the 
oth .... r sicte of th=> table, started up -- "'ait a minute, wait a inute! 
I must bid on this for a customer." .And he can, round to m sid ... of 
the table, gr .. atly excitP , ith his hands through 11is h ir, pie ed up 
the r~~s. and sa_;_d, 11 £2 '· '.Then b~gan a J iv ly contest between us. Thre 
ladies at t e t ole ore very int rested Up, up ent th pr·c -- A.O, 
50, 60, and at £64 •t MiS knoc'" 0. do·n t ,uar.i.tc:. was very dis p-
pointPd and evjdently sho~vea il.. of the ladies came over, pa ted 
my hand, and saia it ould be alJ .. i h t. \'ben I ot 'Lo 'the CJ ub in the 
evening I found a note fro.n . r • Ui:ll' · tch saying he had bought the ~S. 
for me, but it had gone uo bey on/' his expecta ~.~lon, as thpre as a 
entloman vor keen for ~t. All thn t•me I bid ing a ai s m 

orm ord~r to Quaritch! 
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By SAMUEL GI~AVESON, of the Postal History Society 
t · 1J-~.tu--J ;,~ ·· ). ix /JN./fl7· 

By contrast with that on the opp~site page, this article indicates how students of 
postal history are piecing together quaint fragments from the time when letter
carrying was in its infancy. It makes reference to simple early postmarks, but has 
little to say about tam.ps, and for the sufficient reason that its concern is with an 

age in which letter-writing was an unusual accomplishment. 

has been acquired by the Union of Po~t 
Office Workers. and now forms the 
nucleus of the collection housed at Brucc 
Castle Postal Museum. Tottenham. Mr. 
Morton's collection is rich in paintings 
and prints of the mail coach era, and 
these in themselve~ are worth a visit 
to Bruce Castle, which \vas once the 
home of that great postal reformer 
Rowland Hill. 

The private collector of postal 
history items ha· a long period 
of history on \'hich to draw. 

If, like ma'1y collectors, he 

penny being all that was charged for 
a letter or parcel up to a pound in 
weight. The triangular stamps con
tinued in use in London until 1794. 
To-day they are popular items for col
lectors. and superb specimens 
will fetch invariably higher 
prices at auction. 

PosT HASTE 

Eli:abetlum ExfJress 
Lellers 

sought after by collectors to-day. These 
documents are usually found with the 
signature of some important State 
official, such as Winchester, Burleigh, 
Mainwaring. They give an account of 
the journeys undertaken by messengers 
and the places visited. Horses for these 
messengers were provided at the post
houses, or by the constables of the towns 
en route. 

Ship letter stamps take the collector 
back to the early days of British 

confines himself to stamps 
and postmarks. his re
searches will take him back 
to 16 '0. when the Monarchy 
was re. tored and Charles 
II. appointed Henry Bishop, 
of Henfield. in Sussex. to 
farm the Post Otrice on his· 
undertaking to pay to the 
Crown £21.000 of the 
revenue he received. 

A rare form of letter that 
passed through the post is the 
express or " post hnste " letter 
of the reign- of Queen Elizabeth. 
Such letters were usually " On 
Her Majesty's Special Affairs," 
and the courier, or post-boy, was 
enjoined to "haste, haste, post 
haste," whilst on some letters 

H(•nry Bi.<~lwp, one of the first Postmasters-General, 
referred to in this article, and to the right Sir Rowland 

llill, the " father " of pen11y postllge. 

BL'IIOP.\IARKS 

E1nblem., of S fJeedier 
Transit 

Henry BLhop did not find 
his task as Postmaster
General an easy one. Com
plaint of the slowness and 
uncertainty of the service 
poured in, and there was 
con. iderable opposition 
trom carriers and unautho

l ised posts. To make the Government 
post more etncient. nd to aid in the de
tection of letters conveyed by other 
means, H nl:y BLhop introduced the 
first postmark 1~. 

Bishopmarks, a~ they have come to 
be called, are now much sought after 
by collector.; a tudy of them and of 
the other po tmarks with \vhich they 
are sometimes found associated has 
brought to light much that is interesting 
concerning the po~ ts of the 17th 
century. 

Another innovation of the reign of 
CharJes II. was the first penny post ser
vice for the citw of London, W estmin
ster and the borough of Southwark. Mr. 
William Dockwra, a merchant. \\'as re-

sponsible for the setting up o1 this post, 
and to-da. • he is recognised as the 
inventor of the first British postage 
stamp, which \Vas struck on letters in 
the same way as the Bishopmark. 
Onlv a few examples of Dockwra stamps 
hav~ ~urvi •ed; those known are in the 
British Mu_eum. Collectors have to be 
content with examples of the Govern
ment Dockwra-type stamps which were 
introduced in 1683, after William 
Dockwra had been deprived of the 
benefits of his invention. 

Not only did Dockwra invent stamps, 
but his stnmps prepaid postage, one 

the words " for life, for thy life " also 
appear as an additional stimulant for 
fast riding. 

At each stage of the journey the letter 
was endorsed at the local posthouse 
with the time it was received, and the 
courier was then urged forward on a 
fresh steed. In the famous collection 
of Cecil letters at Hatfield House, there 
are a number of these "post haste" 
letters. On two or three the sender has 

sketched a gibbet on the address side 
of the letter, not as a threat to Sir Robert 
Cecil, to whom the letter was addressed, 
for he was the Queen's Secretary of 
State, but apparently as an extra prick 
of the spur to horse and rider. 

Exchequer warrants for the " charges 
and pains " of Royal messengers riding 
post in the service of the Privy Council 
in the 16th century are among the item~ 

Colonial history. Up to the time of the 
introduction of steam packet boats in 
the 'thirties of last century letters from 
the remote corners of the Empire were 
usually carried by any British ship that 
was homeward bound. The only stipu
lation made by the General Post Office 
was that the letters be handed over at 
the port of arrival in this country. As 
an inducement, the captain of the vessel 
was paid a penny for each letter handed 
over. Mr. S. R. Turner, who has made a 
special study of ship letter stamps, and 
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