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[BALSAC (ROBERT DE) fi. 1493·] 
~ 4346. CILe chemin de lospital Et ceulx qui 

en sont possesseurs. sm. 8°. (Imprime a 

1 

Paris p[ar] la veufue feu ]eha[n] trepperel 'Z 

]eha[n] ]eha[n]not .. . ), [after 1500]. 
Anon. With woodcut on the title-page. Crim

son morocco binding by C4ambolle-Duru. 
Bt. at the C. Fairfax Murray sale, Christie's, 

18 Mar., 1918, lot 177. Tt seems to be of extra
ordinary rarity. See Brunet; also Allut's biblio
graphy of Champier in whose 'Nef des Princes' 
it was fi.rst printed. W. O. 

A moral catalogue of the improvident who take 
the road to the poor-house. Allut (no. 2277, p. 
ng) gives the text of Champier's version, which 
differs from this in being about one-third longer; 
the order of the categories is the same, but there 
are more of them and the wording is usually 
different. 

De Balsac (Balzat, or Barsat), to whom Allut 
attributes the authorship, served under Louis XI 
and Charles VIII. In the latter's Italian campaign 
he commanded the garrison at Pisa. 

Jean Tréperel between 1491·and 1500 probably 
published more of popular literature than any 
other 15th-century printer. Most of his books 
are not dated ; but one, ' La vie de Madame 
Ste. Barbe', published from his shop on the Pont 
Notre-Dame, bears the date 18 Oct., 1499. One 
week after this the bridge with all its houses 
collapsed. He then set up in the rue de la Tannerie. 
After his death his widow and son carried on the ' 
tradition. Claudin, Rist. de l'Impr. en France, ii, 
1901, p. 151. ,_ 















€1Lt tbmti oe lorp , al 
et etui~ qut en rot poaecf 
ceur1S. 

CC~tp:e~tere~ene 

~~~t~cfont .,ttie 
~ t)t(plbtnt 6e411 

~~~~~;)~coup {ôle q fou~ 
~ ent ~oufitttr~ ,_ 

pttblt (ouufnt~ 
;~ ~18-111 !P5ene q "ôt pas 

·«rifG p:i(t~ nt ti 
_ ~· _ ___ _ _ . tc6 (t poalt blat~ 

be (o~ ct c~ftrf 6a6ittcmene 
C: 't) ieut~ t;!êfbarmt~ qui ont ~aubi t~ 
ftutfrunt«e · 
~ens qut br(prnbtbl tcurs-tJfrn- ra•• . 

ttbte nt mt(nre 
t!}atc~atts qai ac6aptit c~t tt .rambll 
a 6G" marc6e <' tttbff . 
p;entHJ (e "'"t(nt~trt(ftrbatdl mat 
ou bcptat(tr qqe Of) feur a f~lfcf cne te:(' 

' ~eu tt ~l«ct q fouqitt(fop~ fe b gr niB 



~JotnB quf pert (otit d f'Gttfft 
faffftnf prrbtt ct qutt; ont «ai(!ttft be 
feurE' watficre ponc faufte br tc f(teer d 
bcmQnbt 

t:J-,6tM6 qad (t (So;auttHtht .,ae 
~~ tô(rtr 6s fot; (l mt(c6â~ ~ rcur~ bônlt 
ce cac ~te be t tnt' 8 6 t'( Onlttt6 
e:rJtSm~ qui pou ir ptu 8 gr at tfiat q11e 
ftute 6ttne nt ~att"t . 
CJ~tJt;me qat nont tta!ft\itl• tf) ftcantfrt 
~ottt ,., f6opifiat tt) cairt(efft 
~lbl• qat fetu ft te•r mcatf&e aftace 
k(prne 

· 4[ t!?~rc6CZh6 (f auttrte ltnG quf onf ptt 
1,., ft ur cna)tt 
1t€Sm• (u~titJJd tt(Jfcrtqtdfontta 
~ofcbalœnt qtlt J' pcnfct ~ 

P-15tn•~ pcatcflcul" rafc8t61 tt ne 
· gtif«cn6 ~ 

f{' ~tne qtat nont au fout :a foae 
nrt (l llf lf'lfcnt au rrmpe abumt;, 
~t"e )'UtOn(lrar&'tt«oarmans · 
.{émo qtuCcpat gtQftG tlienff ct c~tuancc 

a.tt. 



eequff; btpenbcnt foUtmlt ~ (atJ raf(of) 
:.flSens prfttats tt putatdrr• qui be pat 1 
tarbije fortt m-'~rtt 
&cu(~ q fe cGuc~etd to(t ~ tt eu tnt tar~ 

~Crut~ qui ptt{ilt ~onttntiere a ttut~ 
qui nont btqllo)' rtnbte 
;tôtns ptaibcuce 6ctt(ctttAr•(l noatdfJ 
(ruts be p1ocre 

· ~rutp quf font opf"ia(fres tt fnconf~f~ 
6te~. 

JfStntt quf n~ ttottuent ritn~ c:6et a trta 
cr et papent mat 
lCcuf~ qui ne f aurnt t~ttcet toff;.ce t'1 
quop tt~ font c:ommfs 
;!Oene q,tt men~ mt teur 6tc t''J 6rt6e 

€eut~ be qrt i {ttuiteuts fout iuf~ttrs 
atamttuut 
;fbentJ qut tntttpli~ttcnt ptotJ gréft c6aJ 
feq•titne peuuent · 

J5entJ plobf(JAte d grane· brfpenbmre 
( ;f ne me fute 



« 0en-' couffumftte lit fcdre oeuutt be 
(ait ou fofite 

~€tut~ qaf (ont btf1o6eiffan• a 
(tht J)Jtncl OU tb(Uct 

8':1"'€tuttp qut pot patftft (t fbuftt 6 
c:outat«t faîfffnt ptrblt Ctura fhcn&• 

@::J" JCcuf,o qut c6at~ent nop !tel nt t( 
ecu a fran a fimmee _ 

fi:7"Ctuf, quf mafttlf (ouaenttenrtJ 
femmt& ,.,~ova«ce · 
e:J""#;tuf~ qut font foQJUnt ~rane 6a"l 
qtn{~ ~ granbta afftm6ftts 
t=1"'1C~-ull' qui bonnrnf trare 8icna trop 
r~ctlfruc~rnt . 

t::J-Ccuf~ quf (t plt(,nt ,tae quit~ nt~" 
ftnt (l Cl qat ( (m8fe qut ft• 6fme (tUt (ôl 
btu5 be tente 

e::r€eut~ qut ~iu('nf fane p~Cffiof) 
mateautoutfa iou"tct 

~t:euftp quf fe bt(petlfftent oaattf 
qat attn cou4(t (t nrlf a gr.M qui rr~ (of 
rnt 6ict) tn~ue pGt taifo.,; tt (optnt 6ic., 
rur•~JNt~ 



p-€euttp quf nt ~fU:i'nf qlie bt pf«tr tf 
tJefeol5tt ct ~c c6 O(c& mau ua e acqaacfl 
qui tcqattnt mautuoi(t ''" 
a::;- JCeqt~ qut Oefpenbtnt 6eauc:oap tl 
gatunmt pru . 
~Cear, quf tbnl mat pen(tr tentt ~c 
t~nut~ ~Ce&at6 6tfire 
1:71 Leut~ qnt f'dtf(nt pou tt fr fen fe tapi 
rtdce ,. m&JtAiUe• ~ tt &lt 6 tige& Cl) CQtl 
~r. 
1::1"€fnt!' quf (ôt pfeges '' ca&Ufôl pouc 
oufttup. 
~:~-J!ompafgnotJ ~ pou us gentff; 6ôce 
~tptor." ec nun"tants cf ofHs tttabt& 
ttdjtrtS 

. 8:/'"~tute qui taifTcnt fte·p,r; et tes iari 
.lnne oct.~ ut(; fan dou cr fane gat te 
quant fus fe uu; p (ont 
t:r€,ut~ qut tai (fit pfouuOft (nt teure. 
~ct nitre tt) Ceans matron6 f fut ft~ ~out 
fttH'6:a (Quftt beCte c:ouutit · 
t;:::r/!tu(~ que cj}:mtent touftoute be uau 
bronluertnontpofnt br tcqui(n, 
8::7-J!rut~ qut ~angcatt -»r:îiD99 ~cult 
a 'inJ m"uua ·• 



.,.-eeat~quf~mbit{r tn~flflnat ttur 
4tuttntr (ans «tant cau fe 
~ltff tauctMirt6 quf tiennent 6o:rau 
tt~tnsbemautuai(t ~ie 
t:3"'€tutp qui font rnenrrr a ttalt ttlrftta 
~tt ft f'ClU) c~autt dfdane tt qtu;Bluttnf 
l!6ote~crb 
tJ:€tU(PJ q tcdtfrnttrut ttanc6tbefccu 
aurtee quant teCJ 6frn6 (ont bfba" • . 
p~eqfp quf ont'" be grane «Jfcns rf 
teG ont per .. atJ . t 

.€tut~ qat f(li,.tnf migtr fts pltJ tt tts 
6feb, ponc parrffr baftrt (trht f( 81(tfàl 
~t btbfne ou br fe f~trr garbrr. 

. 
€rat, qaf fr taf#fit6librrou fu8 iupt' 
at ture pzot6afne 
€naJ, qllt couppmt ftllt• ceaatft• '" 
lfnotf <' bffcoappeht tune poutpof•s '' 
~a&tttcmnns 
~tut~ qJ~f 1Jont tatb faitt tt ur foarnre 
'rtL ur lr(onuttr · 
t. nat~ qua nr piftnt bfllut. qat if~ fttaa 
btr Cfct fbUU) a quo, if; pourrot1t pa ffcc 
.,.,~roacte .ifllr ct fah.el"'rpfat{ant•. 



t:tnt~ quftaiffit tenrGCGUttJ {(amftte 
F'6atrdcte ouucrtJ 
~tut, qut ~ent& nt Cfur c6tnancr poac 
rfirc matt6an~ 
~~ur~ qua font trut bomn1ai«c pout fat 
re pCalftr a apte.-, 

~ C&tf~ quf par faufte be re~aratéo quffJ 
ttrofcnc 6i'9 ratlfenc c6eott ~ne matfô 
~n• qut Cattffnt pctb1f tf at 801) b~oit G 
pw,ee pa~ (Qutrc be pocn(Auue 

etat~ qui nOt nqfttmcnt paOUt ne.aa&) 
teb.t tatfice 
~futp qu& taiffit petb~e c.€t t(cut~ pouc 
paoau ~'9 bffpcnblrt bt~ . 

~tuffqutafmit mieu~ falft ocdrpat 
auttlu 1 Ct• comptc6 iS Ca bt(plc.e be ftcn 
matfoiJ qan tou pt cat~ m~(mes. 
t:l"'€(uflP qut 8arttentteutetlh.a• a«~t 
. ~na aatrrn p fane compte 
~tuf~ qui afmrn~micut, ftut o (tet 
ptaiflt que ftaar p7toutf't d ~onnc•t 
lee l'"' qAt (onr be_ trop be mefiéttf 



1 CratpqAf~eutmt. CJftt ~r ftaaregoQt 
trntr ptnes que br raf(o9 

1 ~rutl' qut btlt quiJt (6t (af«t•fdt fot~; 
~Cilfp1 qut ttfufet tt f~fit QUOtt ~nf60 
nt '6CHit/(t 'oanmiffio pour efp«tgnee 
ruu patne 
,;na tp qai pr.tffrnt teur 6one c6maaat~ 
~ ~tfttntie a 'en fr qut foad tngJar~ ct 
k maufugtfc confricnce 

«r:Crut~qni(ontf gran~ffo6it 
t1ur• nacntrnr•l ct flat ru te Cl) ta ftfJ 
ne (Gnt AUtrce f•ift~ ~ (t fot1t m ct tuan• 
tJtf0Pt((ht8 
~€ cur, qui ne (ont 8tn) at)utfe; 

ttra:gctJ qut(ontke~fc.stcuïErtrocnc 
fane "mfttclf quccttfit) bo)'amt ~'"&r' 

~.f'•lrn• qai fonc (t gtopna~ re 
qut CU&~mr 8eaacoap ~aCoit ~ ffllt rtm 
titr qar camat.ske'J rrur (Qufl)la 

f]:l-€ rut~ quf nont pacs ~ranr ritrfJ 
ne reutnuca ft(qq(f~ ft fttgncuc mrnuc 
a'itlg ti tu ~ta ~mc fi) faucre~ f\lt rrot• 
011 qac.ttr bi( net& CungaptCcla&rç 



t=r-~m$ fn~raf! enatrs bfcn d qurnt 
Ct fnucnf point mafe ~tu tnt (t mrittlC 
mauf«aife ~ie quf tc nb et mauuafft fil) 
~€rut~ qui ottt bee 6ftn8 ou t:6tnan~ 
ce tl] pCufuut6 fi(Up rt nrtc~ 'iîfattftt 
point 
J:ï-!tntr quf atte"btnt bauoft ta fuct-t 
(f01JbtautcunebettUt6 parens toquft~ 
te a ta baufntute If~ n~utont ipmate 
.Pts ~i& qu t t~(tcent 6&rt} feur mcfiitr (l 
~ofant qlut. ntl) peurnt~iute tf; tl) bo1 
uent tnenine ~n~ou anftrtntrttt <f'• · 
~€tut~ q~ai e ntJiigice t<dflent poue 
ria: te f~hJ aaa p~t 

~~ailftt~ quf fe fltnl d atttnbif 
~tout be reure 6e(6(JnrtJ cr fnne ferai~ 
feurs (ae (o,cnt enqutfit (rt5 tc tl (nuent 
tiitt) on mat 
~€cuf~quf(ôf tntear•{t catatture 

btnfanCJ pour re 
f[€tuft" qut '\1tt:tbtht ttutel 6fcne pouc 
pltftet tat;tnt a auttru, · 
fPens qrd p:rnnntf qAtffiotj pour '"fa." . 
pu pou' commutaf 



1 J)olll'f.Sittlf qui '9cattttf tfltflGIIIfGf( 
1 f'e et ne ~eurent dt., fQfre , 

2f;rrfoucte rcupurur~ (1 br(pcndrr• qaf 
~rmrurent ton; tcmp• (a na tib" fn~r• 

1 clptr ~qui bOnnent tattlt (4ne tl] aAofc 
le., acquit 
1::1" C .:ut~ qui(.: fonl ~ar(dJ: bt tt qaifJ 
~ntmattfr~ 
t::7" ~tutl' quf rrco(uft farctrnt bclllfkllp 
ct tc meCttnt ct} f(Uf& e&(faitrcJ 

t:r.C(uf~qut(t ~antrnfbt fblrr 8tauJ 
ccup ''ne f'o_ rtf dfl) qait ~atrte 

~ f nf~n• fr ficn! au 6icne be iner ptl 
cr qué rfi ra~e 

, ~C,cufl' cwut fr mtffit Na (pl, mtflirr 
~ ( cuf~P qat af\utlte., courai~J ct. bi fi 
tcn,:t tai(ftnl • pourcDofTcc œ a_,. tt 
bteiltrne 
t:l'!!eut{Q qui ltt'Jtnlfttne tt• duftrte ~ 
font pte que tnp 
t::r" € ruflP qut nourrifTcnl mar ftare (n 
••tune f ~llfftlltqtaafJ e(OitlnifltftJ 



tG ftt1•q!l(quanf1t; f1 nt 6itl) afft 
ct font te ur ptouff~t qMt ne ft)' peu t"t tt 
ntr;mafe ~cnftent t~t1t1ltt d fOnt ftMt 
bommaf~c 
$at)' tt fe11mr q ft accotbtnt maf 
~ t&J~ maitfre tf) en ne matfol) btff(rrns 
, ,conttairr• bopfniOt) 
8::1'"' € euf~ qut fe ftlt toufiour~ trouqrc 
Cturilic 

:Jtntttf) «en8 d bauftt6 quant tror~ pa 
trtwetecn btfent tture fa uttt• rt $rcrt 
tt; tt) (ont m~t contrns (l font pte qur be 
uane et nt fe iljJudtCtnt· conf« et (ttl\ucnc 
çeut, quf ftRt confeitt,nt feut p%oUflt 

jC(urll'quf taiffit rcut tapiffttit couott 
tts tinetut~ ~Qafttrmrne qtti font -»nt 
pru rom pua pnbtent~t qui tatfft tpatll 
~tt ta ptumr be Cture tet; pour fautte6 
ra~ou6tr ta coefie 
~€tut~ qut ptnlit qne feur~ ntaflfrtt 
teutf apbetont touftoure . 

~ €w~ qui (qt rfpnace bt l'"' brlf' re mcdnent lt<~nf brfpt~f 



l!tut~ qui (ont cJic~t6 bnnt maft1 ~tac 
ge bQtt{J r(tu 

• t:J-,t6tns qui (ont oppinfaffct~ quf 
dnt 'iin{t 'z.oceeJ tt ttouurn t 60., apoinJ 
temtntlrt ne te ~teattent rnrftblt qut pee: 
btnt te tout 8ttt) (onutnt. 

t:1"€curl"qui ne (aurnt côbufre~ne 
8onnt fo~tunr quaukt(t trur ~tmt n~ 
aucttrt a t{Ptcutio~:ccu ttte ne \lient paci 
ll&a(tours1 

t=l"€tuf~ qui taiff(nt -gn~809 mt(~ 
titr pour 'in~ mauuais 

~:6m• qatr fr attenbml ln fafrt 
trur: 6t(on~nte tk btmah' a btnit1i91 ft 
ftt pruurrat tr,nun t~mrr/ tt tcUttne tt 
trmpe (r,_ ~" 
~ jf5ens qtd ont (rc11et ttic tl «t~ttf 

aactotttr qtat ptnfe-nt ·qne cette f\bfcncc 
ltarrtou ftonte _ , 

~Cru(~ qui collefiOifi{JititftUttt 
8rf~nJnts (t font mat (l n' rrmdrimc be· 
tonne $tenc ., 

~J.5·rne ·4 (at uri ors ~rpt'cre ~ mfl 
ft• paur r(pncttkc bctàoir Dr graflé etJ 
,,.. bttnl P~'ttJ'l'!if~onc C1J ill/t~'"*: 



a fabntttturr. f(J ptrbttonf tt pfncfpat ~ 
paperor.t Cee br(ptn6 

~Ceu'~ quf pout tfpat«tttr ~n« 
ptu bt pcdnr (l bar~tnt tom6enr tt) ln con 
uenten« ct pftt6 ~rat mif( ~ ttahQif6cQtl 
coup br, fov,; . 

t::7'-J5en tJqad atf~ncent feur t6tun" 
ct a 60t) marc6e/ d maa tuais pa,curt~ 
qui tt) '1rnnrnr tt] poptntent maauat6 
f6fuautl" rf pfettnte6 b:.aspt'utl c~fcrf 
·quit; ne ~atrrnt · 
$ailftt6btq&ai (tsfttuitturG bonnrnf 

·bu meifteur ~it) a trans pot; ct ta c~afc 
ct aufrttJ 6ftn6 « ftln~ paiftœrbt5 
oaaitfturs 
f[Ctut~qui(aiffitftpautbttturec~ 
lbt" (f tes fOJJtt6 (l c6cmtnere aufft tt6 
~cdrrts fans rabou6ttJ ·car ton6 tes 
four8 tc bômzctÇJc )' ctofff /et tif ftgnc bC 
gmtJ trc(portfJtup 

1Etfina6temrnf rou~e6o9trmp qai 
ttt prn(it a tom6cr t6 intônmt~n tr 
cdfttt; bu trmps aburnir font tes 
ai{nc5 ct p~t"''P'"'t~ Oct~r~rre b~ . 



ttit en(em6tt fou" tee bttfus nome~ qaf 
1 'our rat(o9 tt teute mrtfte8 d mantet~ 

be ~iutr (' oc faire np bot6uit ne np pna 
·. utnt fattrtr 
: . C[$ous ctufl".qai fnont tt conttcdre bè 

cequf e{l beffcccs ntJmr ne an rat iamat• 
"'pau ne qua tt tte 6etitat;t au bit ~o(pf 
taf mais tt) (no Kt t~ctpte; (t cfue tl auf 
{f bt Co,~t be 6t(ltfttdt (l mat UOUUtttlC 
C[€)Jftnr tec6tmif] be to(puat]Jmpl{,l 
mr Q ~a rie p ta oenntfat feu 1e6a tttpp' 
rtt <(Jt~a :Jtfanot ir~imtur (1. tt6l.oic~ 
'atc ci)Cuntacrfttt 6 patt6 btmourât tt) 
fa rue ncafac notfrc bQmc A tifeignc bf 
te(cA IN ~CGnc,, 
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176 Chemin (Le droict) de Lospital, et de ceu1x qui en sont 
possesseurs et heritiers, got~ic Iettn· (8 11. ), in pTose, text 
very slightly shaved at top, pu,rple rnorocco, g.e. (from the 
YEMENIZ and DmoT CoLLECTIONS Absq'lle nota 

12mo. [At end] : Gy finist le chemin de -Lhospital 
o~" fortune maine grans et petis 
A pied par faulte de cheual 
Qui est la fin de gens mal aduertis 

177 Chemin (Le) de lospital, Et ceulx qui en sont possesseurs, 
lettres bâtardes, c~tt on title (8 11.), plain cTimson 11WTocco, 
g.e., by Chambolle-Dunt 

12mo. Imprime a Paris ... par Jehà TTepperel 
't: Jehà Je!Ttanot, s.d. 

1--~ ~ "]cv&_ ;r,liT-, t&.. ~ 'Îk~tz, ~ ~ 
f7(, / f- i_ /tf , ~~::i_ f)) ' f-;- k-<,. ~ "1::-tJ.fO- <> 

73~- ~ ~ t-~ tar-~1L-~ ~--~au ~-"" 
~-; ~-~~~ ~ ~ / c.. ?uzt'· ~{J'h-o~ 4-~ t.v;O 



1//V v 'S"4f 

~ . _8 J:_ J1: .. 

initicils, old nd nwTocco extra, g.e. (fJ'om the PE~IBROKE. 
COLLECTION), FINE COPY 

sm. folio. [s.n., 8ztbiaco, Conr(/(7 8v .. :eynlzeym, and 
.!nwld Pannartz before Sept. 30, 1465] 

E~ITIO PRI~CEPS, A~D THE FIRST BOOK PlUNTED I~T 
ITALY of which copies are known, and probably the 
FIRST PRINT D LATIN CLASSIC. Hain, .5098. Proctor, 
3287. There are numero us :\18. notes in the margins 

and a few worm-holes 
Collation :-108 printed leaves 

lt32 CrcERO. TuscuLA~AE QuESTIONES, roman letter, 33 long lines 
to ct tJCtge, v.:itlwut marks, with ji1:e finely jJ<t in teLl omcwzental 
i niticûs in "camaïeu gris" style, at juut of the first page,. 

" . 
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