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4712. A Journal of the Plague Year : being 
Observations or Memorials, of the most 
remarkable Occurrences ... which happened 
in London during the last great Visitation in 
1665. Written by a Citizen who continued 
all the while in London ... So. Land., 1722. 

First ed. Signed at end 'H. F.' Running title: 
Memoirs of the Plague. Bk.-plate of' Hicks'. In
serted : a review of ' Defoe, ed. by John Mase
field ',from Times Lit. Suppl., II Nov., rgog. The 
vol., in r8th-century binding, contains also King, 
no. 502r. 

" One of his [Defoe's] most remarkable per
formances ... It was suggested by the dread of 
the plague, which had recently broken out in 
France, and the narrative has an air of authenticity 
which imposed on Dr. Mead, who had been 
~£ointed to report upon desirable precautions. 
He quotes it as ail authority m h1s ' Discourse on 
the Plague' (1744 [no. 3364, p. ro6])." (D. N. B.) 
Defoe was six (?) years old at the time of the 
plague, and probably his parents remained in 
London. W. 0. 

5021. Useful Transactions in Philosophy, 
and other sorts of Learning, for the months 
of March and April, I 709. To be continu' d 
monthly, as they sell. So. Land., (1709). 

Anonymous, illustrated parodies of the Royal 
Society's Transactions. Three numbers were pub
lished, of which this is No. II. In arts. ii and iv 
Leeuwenhoek's communications on the Tongue and 
on the Membranes of the Intestines are burlesqued. 

Bd. with no. 4712. 
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2 MEMo 1 R s of 
from the Letters of Merchants, and others, who 
correfponded abroad, and from them was handed 
about by \Vord of Mouth only; fo that thi.ngs 
did not fpread infiantly over the whole Natton, 
as they do now. But it feems that the Govern
ment had a true Account of it, and feveral Coun
fels were held about Ways to prevent its coming 
over; but all was kept very private. Hence it 
was, that this Rumour died off again, and Peo
ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very 
little concern'd in, and that we hoped was not 
true; till the latter End of Novem!Jer, or the Be
ginning of December 1664, when two Men, {aid 
to be French-men, died of the Plague in Long 
Acre, or rather at the upper End of Drury Lane. 
The Family they were in, endeavour'd to con
(eal it as much as poffible; but as it had got· 
ten fome Vent in the Difcourfe of the Neigh
bourhood, the Secretaries of State gat Know
ledge of it. And concerning themfelves to inquire 
:about it, in order to be certain of the Truth, 
wo PhyGcians and a Surgeon were order'd to 

go to the Houfe, and make Infpettion. This 
they did; and finding evident Tokens of the 
Sicknefs upon both t he Bodies that were dead, 
they gave their Opinions publicl<Iy, that they 
4i d of the. Plague: Whereupon it was given in 
to the Pan!h Clerk, and he alfo return' d them 
to the Hall; and it \Vas printed in the weekly 
Bill of Mortality in t c ufual manner, thus, 

Plague 2. P arijhes infected I. 

''fhe People fl1ew'd a great Concern at this 
and began to be allarm'd all over the Town: 
and the more, becaufe in the ]afi Week in De
lember 1664, another Man died in the fame 

z Houfe 
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lloufe, and of the fame DHl:emper : And 'then 
we were eafy again for about fix Weeks, when 
none having died with any Marks of InfeCtion; 
it was faid, the Difl:emper \vas gone; but after 
that, I think it was about the r 2th of Fehruary, 
another died in another Houfe, but in the fame · 
Parifh, and in the fame manner. 

This turn'd the Pe pies Eyes pretty much to- · 
wards that End of the Town ; and the weekly 
~ills !hewing an Encreafe of Burials in St. Giles's 
Parilh more than ufual, it began to be fufpetted; 
that the Plague was among the People at that 
End of the Town ; and that many had died of it, 
tho' they had taken Care to keep it as much 
from the Knowlege of the Publick, as poffible: 
This poflefs'd the Heads of the People very much; 
and few car'd to go thro' Drury-Lane, or the 
other Streets fufpected, unlefs they had extraor
(:linary Bufinefs, that obliged them to it. · 

This Encreafe of the Bills fiood thus; the u
fual Number of Burials in a Week, in the Parifhes 
of St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Andre'W's Hol
born were from 12 to 17 or 19 each few 1nor 
or lefs; but from the Time that the Plague firfl: 
began in St. Gilels Parifh, it was obferv~ d, that 
the ordinary Burials encreafed in Number confi
derably. For Example, 

From Dec. 27th to Jlan. 3· St. Giles's -I6 
St.Andrcw'~-17 

Jan. 3· to - 10. St. Giles~s -r 2 

St. Andrew' s-2 5 

Jan. 10. to - 17. St. Gile/s -18 
St. Andrew's-r8 

B 2. Fro1n 



4 Jv{EMOIRS of 
From 1an. 17. to Jan. Zf· St. Giles's -zj 

St Andrew'5.- r 6 

Jan. 24. to - 3 I. St. Gile/ s -24 
St. Andre·w' s-I) 

Jan. 30. to Feb. 7• St. Gile.r's --21 

St.Andrew's-23 

Feb. 7· to - 14. St. Giles's -24 
whereof one of the Plague. 

'the like Encreafe of the Bills was obferv' d in 
the Parilhes of St. Brides, adjoining on one Side 
of Holborn Parifb, and in the Parifh of St. Jame1 
Clarkenwe/), adjoining on the other Side ot Hot
horn ; in both which Parifhes the ufual Numbers 
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, where
as at that time they were increas'd, as follows. 

From Dec. 20. to Dec. 27. St. B; ides- o 
St.James- 8 

' 
Dec.- 27. to Jan. 3. St.Brides- 6 

St. James--- 9 

Jan. 3· . to - Io. St. Brides-r 1 

St. Jame.r- 7 

Jan. 10. to. - 17. St. Brides-zz. 
St.Jamej- 9 

Jan. 17. to -- 24. S ... Bdde·t- 9 
St. J ames-15 

JM, 24. to - 3 I. St:. Brides- 8 
Sr. James- I 2 

From 



·the P L A G U E. ) 
From Jan. 3 I .• to Feb. 7· St.Brides·-I 3 

St. JameJ- 5 

Feb. 7. to - I4· St. Brides-t 2 

Sc.James- 6 

Be fides this, it was obferv'd with great U n,.. 
eafinefs by the People, that the weekly Bills ;n 
general encreas'd very much duriug thefe Weeks, 
altho, it was at a Time of the Year, when ufual
ly the Bills .are very moderate. 

The ufual Number of Burials within the Biiis 
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240 

or thereabouts, to 3 oo. The lafl: was efl:eem' d a 
pretty high Bill; but after this we found the Bills 
fucceffively encreafing, as follows. 

Dec. the 20. to the 27th, Buried 
27.• to the 3 Jan. ~ 

'January 3· to the 10. 

Io. to the 17. 
17. to the 24. -

Increafed 
291.-
349· - 58 
394·- 4) 
415. - 2I 

474·- 59 

. This 1afl: DiU was r~ally frightfLil, being a 
hrgher Number than had been known to have 
been buried in one Week, lince the preceeding 
Vilitation of 1656. 

However, all this went off again, and the 
Weather pr0\1ing cold, and the Frofl: which be
gan in December, fl:ilJ continuing very fevere, even 
till near the End of February, attended with lharp 
tho' moderate Winds, the Bills decreas'd again, 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 
to look upon the Danger as good as over; only 
that fiill the Burials in St. Giles's continu'd high: 
From the Beginning of April efpecially they flood 
at 25 each \Veek, till the Week from the r8th to 
t.he z 5th, when t~ere buried in St. Giles's 

Parifu 
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Parilh 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of 
the Spotted-Feaver, which was look'd upon ~s th(: 
fame thing; like wife the Number that dted. of 
the Spotted-Feaver in the whole increafed, bemg 
8 the Week before, and I 2 the Week above· 
named. 

tfhis alarm' d us all again, and terrible Appre· 
henfions were among the People, efpecially the 
Weather being now chang' d and growing warm,and 
the Summer being at Hand : However, the next 
Week there feem' d to be fome Hopes again, the 
Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in all 
·was but 3 88, there was none of the Plague, and 
but four of the Spotted-Feaver. 

B 1t the folloving Week it return' d again, and 
the Difiemper was fpread into two. or three 
pther Pari:fhcs ( rz;iz.,.) St. Andrew\-Holhorn, St. Cle· 
rnent's-Danes, and to the great Affi.ittion of the 
C~ty, on died within the Walls, in the Parifh of 
St. Ma,ry-Wool Church, that is to {ay, in )3earbinder .. 
lane n ar the Stccks ma1 ket ; in all there was nine of 
the P ~ gue and fix of the Spotted Feaver. It 
was hovvever upon Inquiry follnd, that this Frenc~· 
man who died in Bearbinder-lane, was one who 
ha vir g liv'd in Long 4cre, near the infected Houfes, 
had removed for fear of the Difiemper, not know
ing that: he was already infected. 

This was the beginning of May, yet the Wea
ther ''as temperate, \·ariablc and cool enough
and People had fiill fome Hopes: That which en· 
courag'd them was, that the City was healthy, 
the who1e 97 Parill1es buried bur 54, and we be
gan to hope, that as it was chiefly among the 
People at tint E11d of the Town, it might go no 
farther; a1 d the 1 ather, becaule the next \Veek 
~which v. as from t'he 9th of May to the 16th there 
died but three, ot which llPt one within the whole 

. G~ 
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City or Liberties, and St. Andrew's buried but 1 } 11 

which was very low : 'Tis true, St. Gile/s buried 
two and thirty, but Il:ill as there 'vas but one of 
the Plague, People began to be ea.f y, the whole 
Bill alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill . 
was but 3 4 7, and the Week above-mentioned but 
343 :We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Days, 
But it \vas but for a few ; for the People were no 
more to be deceived thus; they fearcht theHoufes, 
and found that the Plague was really fpread ~very 
·way,and that many died of it erery Day : So that 
now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no 
1nore to be concealed,nay it quickly appeared that 
the Infeetion had fpread it felf beyond all Hopes of 
Abatement; that in the Parilh of St. Giles's, it 
\vas gotten into feveral Streets, and feveral Fami
lies lay all lick together; And accordingly in the 
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to 
:fhew 1t fclf; there was indeed but 14 fet down of 
the Plague, but this was all Knavery and Collu
fion, tor in St. Giles's Pariih they buried 40 in all, 
whereof ic was certain mofr of them died of the 
Plague, though they \Vere fet down of other Di
ficmpers; and though the Number of all the Bu
rials were not increafcd above 3 2, and the whole 
Bill bcil1g but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spot
ted- Feaver, as well as 14 of the Pia ue ; and we 
rook it for granted upop the \vbole, that there 
WlS 50 died that \Veek of the Plague. 

The next Bill was from the 23d of fv!ay to the 
3oth, when the Number of the Plague was 17: 
But the Burials in St. Gilels were 53, a frightful 
Number ! of whom they fet down but 9 ot the 
Plague : But on an Examination more fl:rittly by 
the J ufiices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor's 
Rcquefr, it was found there were 20 more, who 

er really dead of the Plague in that Parifh, but 
B 4 had 
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had been fet down of the Spotted-Feaver or 
other D ifrempcrs, befides others conce~Jed. 
1 But thofe were trifling Things to what to_lloweq 
mmediately after; for now the Weather fet m h_ot, 

and from the firft Week in June, the Infection 
fpread in a dreadful Manner, and t.he Bills rife 
high, the Articles of the Feaver, Spotted·Feaver, 
and Teeth, began to fwelJ: For all that could con
ceal their Diftempers, did it to prevent their 
Neighbours fhunning and refufing to converfe 
with them; and alfo eo prevent Authorit fhut .. 
ting up their Houfes, which though it was not 
yet pratl'ifed, yet was threatned, and People were 
extremely terrify'd at the Thoughts of ir. . 

The Second Week in June, the Parilh of 
St. Giles's, where fiill the Weight of the Infection 
lay, buried 120, whereof though the Biils [aid but 
68 of the Plague; every Body faid there had been 
1 oo at leafr, cakulating it from the ufual Number 
of Funerals in that Pariih as above. 

Till this Week the City continued free, there 
having never any died except that one Ar:renchman, 
who I mention-' cl before, within the whole 97 Pa
riilies. Now there died four within the City, one 
in WOod fireet, one in Fenchurch flreet, and two in 
Crooked-lqne : Southwark was entirely free, ha
ving not one yet died on that Side of the Water. 

I liv'd without Aldgate about mid-way between 
Aldg.1te Church, and White-Chappei-Bars, on the lefi 
Hand or Norrh-lide of the Street; and as the 
Difremper had not reach'd to that Side of the City, 
our Neighbourhood continued very eafy: But at 
the other End of the Town, their Conllernation 
was very great ; and the richer fort of People, ef~ 
·pectally the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weft
part of the City throng'd out of Town, with their; 
Families and Servants in an unufual Manner; and 
~his was more partic~larly fcen in Whrte· Chapel; 

1 that . .. 
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that is to fay,the Broad·fireet where I liv'd: Indeed 
nothing was to be Ceen bu.t \Vaggons and Carts, 
with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, &c. 
Coaches fill'd with People of the better Sort, 
and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons, and Carts appeaedand 
Spare-horfes with Servants, who it was apparent 
were returning or fent from the_ Countries to fetch 

· more People : Belides innumerable Numbers of 
Men on Horfeback, fome alone, others with Ser
vants, and generally (peaking, allloaded _with Bag· 
gage and fitred out for travelling, as any one might 
perceive by their Appearance. 

This was a very terrible and melancholy Thing 
to fee,and as it was a Sight which I cou'd not but 
look on from Morning to Night; for indeed there 
was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it filled me 
with very ferious Thoughts of the Mifery that was 
coming upon the City, and the unhappy Condition 
pf thofe that would be left in it. 

This Hurry of the People was fuch for fome 
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord
Mayor's Door without exceeding Difficulty; there 
was fuch prd1ing and crouding there to get palfes 

·and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelied 
abroad; for wi thou~ thefe, there was no being 
admitted to pafs thro the Towns upon the Road, 
or to lodge in any Inn: Now as there had none 
died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor 
gave Certificates of Health without any Diffi
(:ulty to c11l thofe who liv?d in the 97 Parilhes, and 
to thofe wi:hin the Liberties too for a while. 

'Ih'sHurty, Ifay, continuedfomeWeeks, that 
is to fay, atl the Month of May and June, and the 
more bccaufe it was rumour'd that an order of 
the G vernment was to be ilfued out, to place 
Turn pikes and Barriers on the Road, to prevent 

Peopl~s 
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Peoples travelling; and that the Towns on the 
Road, would not fuffc:r People from London to pafs, 
for fear of bringing the Infettion along with them, 
though neither of thefe Rumours had any Foun .. 
dation, but in the Imagination; efpecially at firfi. 

I now began to con!ider ferioufly with my Self, 
concerning my own Cafe, and how I lhould dif
pofe of my fdf; t!1at is to fay, whether I :fhould 
refolve to fiay in London, or fhut: up my Houfe and 
flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have 
fet this particular down fo fully, becaufe I know 
not but it may be of Moment to thofe who come 
after me, if they come to be brought to the fame 
Difirefs, and to the fame Manner of making their 
Choice and therefore I defire thisAccount may pafs 
with them, rather for a DireCtion to themfelves ro 
aa by, than a Hifiory of my aB:ings, feeing it may 
not be of one Farthing value to them to note what 
became of me. 

I had two important things before me; the one 
was the carrying on my Bufinefs and Shop; 
which \Vas conliderable, and in which was em
bark'd all my Effetts in the World; and the other 
was the Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a 
Calamity, as I faw apparently was coming upon 
the whole City; and which however great it was, 
my Fears perhaps as well as other Peoples, repre
fcr~ted to be much greater than it could be 

The .fidl: Confideration was of great Moment 
to me; my Trade was a Sadler, and as 1ny Deal
mgs were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade, 
but among the Merchants, trading to the Englijh 
Colonies in America, fo my Eff cts lay very much 
in the hands of fuch. ·1 was a fingle Man 'tis true, 
but I had a Family of Servants~ who I kept at 
my Buiinefs, had a Houfe, Shop, and Ware-houfes 
fill'd with Goods ; and in lhort, to leave them al 
as things in fuch a Cafe mufr be kft, that is to 

{ay 
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fay, without any Overfeer or Pcrfon fit to be 
trufied with them, had been to hazard the Lofs 

· not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, and 
indeed of all I had in the World. 

I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in 
London, and not many Years before come over 
from Portugal; and ad vi ling wi h him, h!s Anfwer 
was in three Words the fame that was given 
in another Cafe quite different, ( 'lliz...) Mafler fave 
thy felf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the 
Country, as he refolv'd to do himfelf with his Fa
mily; telling me, what he had it feems, heard a· 
broad, that the befi: Preparation for the Plague 
was to run away from it. As to my Argument 
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he 
quite confuted me: He told me the fame thing, 
which I argued for my fl:aying, (viz) That I would 
trufl God with my Safety and Health, was the 
firongeH: Repulfe to my Pretentions of lofing my 
Trade and my Goods; for, fays he, is it not as 
reafonable that you fhould trufr God with the 
Chance or Rifque of Iofing your Trade, as that 
you fhould flay in fo imminent a Point of Danger, 
and tru!t him with your: Life? 

I could not argue that I was in any Strait, as 
to a Place where to go, having feveral Friends 
and Relations in Northamptonjhire, whence our Fa
mily firfl: came from ; and particularly, I had an 
only Sifier in Lincolnfhire, very willing to receive 
and entertain me. 

My Brother, who had already fent his Wife and 
two Children into Bedfordfhire, and refolv'd to 
follow them, prefs'd my going very earnefiJy; 
and I had once refolv'd to comply with his De
fires, but at that time could get no Horfe: For 
tho' it is true, all the People did noc go out of 
~he City of London; yet I may venture to fay, that 
~n a manner all the Horfe$ did; for there was 
. hardly 
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hardly a Horfe to be bought or hired in thC! 
whole City for fome W eks. Once I rtfolv'd ro 
travel on Foot with one Servant; _and as many 
did, Le at no Inn, but carry a Soldiers Tent with 
us, and lo lie in the Fields, the Weather being_ 
very warm, and no Danger from taking cold: I 
fay, as many did, becaufe {evera1 did {o .at lafi, 
efpecially thofe who had been in the Armies in 
the \Var which had not been many Years pafr; 
and I mufi needs fay ,that (peaking of feconu Caufes, 
had mofi of the People that rravelled, done fo, the 
Plague had not been c~rried into fo many Coun
try-Towns and Houfes, as it was, to the great Da
Jnage, and indeed to the Rum of abundance of 
People. 

But then my Servant who I had intended to 
take down wirh me, deceiv'd me ; and being 
frjghted at the Encreafe of the Difiemper, and 
not knowing when I ilwuld go, he took other Mea
fures, and left me, fo I was put off for that Time; 
and one way or other, I always found that to ap
point to go away was always crofs'd by fome 
Ac~ident or other, fo as to difappoint and put it 
cff agajn; and this brings in a Story which other
wife might be thought a needle(s Digreffion, 
(viz,) about the(e Difappointments being from 
Heaven. 

I mention this Story al[o as the bell 1-fethod 
I can advife any Perfon to tak~ in fuch a Cafe, e
fpecially, if he be one that makes Confcience of 
his Duty, and would be direcred what to do in 
it, namely, that he f4ould keep his Eye upon the 
particular Providences which oc~ur at that Time, 
and look upon them complexly, as they regard 
one another, and as altogether regard the Que
fiion before him, and then I think, he may fatdy 
take them for Intimations from Heaven of what 
is his unque!lion'd Duty to do in fucl1 a Cafe ; 
. J 
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I mean as to going away from, or fl:aying in the 

' Place wh ·re we dwell, when vifited with an in
a fea:ious Difiemper. 

It came very warmly into my Mind, one 
, Morning, as I was muting on this particular thing, 
t that as nothing attended us without the Direetion 
. or Permiffion of Divine Power, fo thefe Difap-

pointments rnufi have fomething in them extraor-
! dinary ; and I ought to confider whether it did 

not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it 
was the Wtll of Heaven I lhould not go. It im
mediately follow' din my Thoughts, that if it real
ly was from God, that I lhould fiay, he was able 
effea:ually to prefcrve me in the midfr of all the 
Death and Danger that would furround me ; and 
that if I attempted to fecure my felf by fleeing 

· from my Habitation, and atted contrary to thefe 
Intimattons, which I believed to be Divine, it was 
a kind of flying from G()d, and that he could 
caufe his Jufiice to overtake me when and where 
he thought fit. 

Thefe thoughts quite turn'd my Refoiutions a
gain, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro .. 
ther again I told him, that I enclin'd to fiay and 
take my Lot in that Station in which God had . 
piac'd me; and that it feem'd to be made more 
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 
have fatd. 

My Brother, tho' a very Religious Man him
felt~ !aught at all I had fuggefied about its being 
an Intimation from Heaven, and told me feveral 
Stor;es of fuch fool·hardy People, as he cal!'d them, 
as I was; that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difabled 
by Diflempers or Difeafes, and that then not be
ing able to go, I ought to acquiefce in the Di
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had 
an undi!puted Right of Soveraignity in difpofing 

of 



I 4 1v E 1\1 0 I R S of 
of tn\! ; and that th n there had been no. Difii. 
culty t detcrmin whic was the Call ot h1s Pro
vidence and which was not : But that I fhould 
take ic' as an Iutimation from v n, that I 
:fhould not go ut o ' own, only be~ ufe 1 could 
not hire a Horfe ""o o, or my ellow \Vas run a 'V ay 
that was to atter.d me, ''-•as ridiculot,s, fince at the 
fame 1'ime I had my H alth and Limb , and other 
S rv n~s, and might, with Eafc, t av I a Day or 
two on foot, and h ving a g od Certificate o 
being in perfett HealtL, might eich r hire a Horfi 1 

or ta e Pofi on the Road, a I thought fit. 
Th n he proceeded to t 11 me of ·the mifchei· 

vous Con~ quenc s which attended the Prefum· 
ptton of the T:trkJ and Mahometnns in Ajia nd 
in oth Place , where he had been (for my Bro· 
ther being a M rchant, vas a fe ' Years b fore1 

as I have already obferv'd, rerurn d from abroad, 
coming lafr from Lisbon) and ha · prefuming up· 
on their profefs' d predefiinating otions, and of 
e\' ry Man' End being prcdetermin'd and unalte· 
rabl} before-hand d er d, they\ 'oul go uncon
cern'd tnto infeCted Places, and conv rfe with in· 
feB:ed Perfons, by which Mea11s they died at the 
Rate of Ten or Fift en Thoufand a· \Veek, ·hercas 
the Europeans, or Chrifl:ian Merchant , vho kept 
themfelves r tired and refer/ cl, generallycfcap'd 
the Contagion. 

Upon thefe Arguments my Brother chang'd 
my Refolutions again, and I bccran to refolve to 

o, and accordingly made all thing ready; ~ 
in !hort, the Infeaion increa(l d round me, an 
the Hill \\'ere ri~ n to almofi 700 a- W k, and 
my Brother told n1e, he' ould venture to fi y no 
longer. J d fir'd him to Iet me confid of it but 
till the ne t Day) and ould reu I e; 
as I had already ptc:par'd every thin s 
as could, to my Bufin fs, and who to n· 

trufi 
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trufi my Affairs with, I had little to do but to re
folve. 

I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs'd in 
my Mind, irre{olute, and not knowing \vhat to 
do ; I had fet the Evening holly apart to con
fider ferioufiy about it, and was all alone; for al
ready People had, as it were by a general Con
fent, taken up the Cufiom of not going out of 
Doors after Sun-fet, the Reafons I 1hall have Oc
cafion to fay more ofby-and-by. 

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavou
red to refolve firfr, what was my Duty to do, 
and I fiated the Arguments with which my Bro
ther had prefs'd me to go into the Country, and 
I fer againfi them the firong Impreffions which 
I had on my Mind for fraying ; the viGSie Call I 
feem•d to have from the particular Circumfiance 
of my Calling, and the Care due from me for 
the Prefervation of my Effects, which were, as I 
m.ight fay, my Efiate; alfo the Intimations whicb 
I thought I had from Heaven, that to me fig-

. nify'd a kind of DireCtion to venture, and it oc
curr'd to me, that if I had what I might call 
a DireCtion to fray, I ought to fuppofe it con

. tain'd a Promife of being preferved, ifl obey' d. 
tfhis lay dofe to me, and my Mind feemed 

more and more encouraged to fray than e\·er, and 
fupported with a fecret Satisfaet:ion, that I fhould 
be kept : Add to this that turning over the Bible, 
!Vhich lay before me, and while my Thoughts 

were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Que
fiion, I cry' d out, WE L L, I know not wbat to 
do, Lord direR me! and the like; and that J un
fture I happen' cl to ftop turning over the Book at 
the 91{l P_(alm, and calling my Eye on the fecond 
V erfe, I read on to the 7th Verfe exclufi ve ; and 
after that, included the 1oth, as follows. I will 
fizJ of the LtJrd, He is my refuge, and my foretrefi, 

my 
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;,y God, in him will I trt:tfl· Surely he foal! de· .. 
liver thee from the fnare of the fowler, and from the 
noifom peflilence. He Jhall cover the with his /ea• 
thers, and under his V..'ings fhalt thou truft : his truth 
fhall be thy fhield and buckler. 7hot~: jbalt not be 
afraid for the terror by night, nor for the arrow 
that ftieth by day : Nor for the peflilence that walk
~th in darknejs : nor for the defl,-uilion that wafletb 
at noon-day. A thoufcmd foal/ fall at thy fide, and 
ten thou{and at thy right hand: but it jhall not com~ 
nigh tbee. Only with thine Eyes jha!t thou behold and 
fee the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou haft made 
the Lord whtch is my re/itge, e7.1en the moft High, thy 
hahitation : 'There fball no evil befal thee, neither jhaU 
any plague come nigh thy dwelling, &c. 

I {carce need tell the Reader, that from that 
Moment I refolv'd that I would fiay in the Town, 
and cafiing my felf enurely upon the Goodnefs 
and Prm:eetion of the Almighty, would not 
feek any other Shelter whatever; and that as my 
~rimes \1vere m his Hands, he was as able to keep 
roe in a ,fime of the Infe6:ion as in a 1'ime of 
Health ; and if he d1d not think fit to deli\ er me, 
frill I wls in his HJnds, and it was meet ht: ihould 
do with me as G1ould feem good to him. 

With this Refolution I went to Bed; and I was 
farther confirm'd in it the next Day, by the Wo-

. man being taken ill with whom I had intended to 
entrufi my Houfe and all m; Affa1rs: But I had 
a farther Obligation laid on me on the fame Side; 
for the next Day I found my felf Vfry much out 
of Order alfo; fo that if I would have gone away, 
I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days, 
and this intirely determin'd r:ny Stay; fo I took 
my leave of my Brother, who went away to 
Darking in Surry, and afrerwaras ferch' d a Round 
farther into Buckinghamjhire, or Bedfordfhire, to a 
Retreat he had found out there for his Family. 

. It 
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ft was a very ill Time to be fick in, for if any 

one complain'd,it was immediately faid he had the 
Plague ; and tho' I had indeed no Symptoms of 
that Difl:emper, yet being very ill, both in my 
Head and in my Stomach, I w s not without Ap
prehen!ion, that I really was infcEted ; bnt in a
bout three Days I grew better, the third Night 
I refied well, fweated a little, aud was much re
frdh'd; the Apprchenlions of its being the Infe
ction went alfo quite away with my Illnefs, and I 
went about my Bufinefs as ufual. 

Thefe Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo 
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him, 
or with my felf, on hat SubjeCt. . 

It was now mid-Jury, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag' d at the other End of tl e Town; 
and as I fa id before, in the Pari:fhes of Sr. Giles' s, 
St. Andrews Holbourn, and towards Weflminjler., 
began now to come Eaflward towards the Part 
where I liv'd. It was to be obferv'd indeed, that 
it did not come firait on toward~ us ; for the 
City, that is to fay within the Walls, was indif
ferent healthy Rill; nor was it got then very much 
over the Water into Southwark; for tho' there di
ed that Week 1268 of all Di£l:empers, whereof it 
might be ft.tppos'd above 900 d;ed of the Plague; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, w thin 
the W a lis ; and but I 9 in Southwark, Lambetb 
Parilh included; whereas in tl e Parifhes of St. 
Giles, and St. Martins i11 the FicldJ alo!J , there 
died 421. 

But we perceiv'd the lnfeB:ion keept chiefly tn the 
out· Parifhes, which being ve ·y populous, and 
fuller alfo of Poor, the Dtilemper found more to 
prey upon than in the City, a I l1~1l b(i·rve a her .. 
ward; we perceiv'd I fay, the Ddtet, t:r to draw 

r Way ; (rvi'l'..) by the Parillies of Cle ken Well, 
C Crip . 
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Cripplegate, Sh?r~d~tch, and Bifbopfgat~ ; which lafi 
two Parifhes JOtmng to Aldgate, Wl}lte-Chape!, a~1d 
Stepney the InfeCtion came at length to fpread tts 
utmofi' Rage and violence in thofe _P~rts, even 
when it abated, at the Weflern Pan!hes where 
it began. 

It was very firange to obferve, that in this 
particu:ar Week, from the 4th to the J nh of July, 
when, as I have obferv'd, there died near 400 

of the Plague in the two Pari!hes of St. Martin'I, 
and St. Giles in the Fields only, three died in the 
Parifh of Aldgate but four, in the Pari!h of White
Chaptl three ,in the Paritb of Stepney but one. 

L :ke\\rife in the next \Veek, from the 1 Ith of 
'July to the 18th, when the Week's Bill was 
1.. 7 61, yet there died. no m ore of the P !ague, on 
the whole Southwark Side of the Water than fix
teen. 

But this Face of things foon changed, and it 
began to thicken in Cripplegate Pari:fh efpecially, 
and in Clerken-Well; fo, that by the fecond Week 
in Augufl, Cripplegate Parifh alone, buried eight 
hundred eighty fix, and Clerken-Well 15 5 ; of the 
firfi eight hundred and fifty, might well be rec· 
koned to die of the Plague ; and of the lafi, the 
Bill it felf faid, 145 were of the Plague. 

During the Month of 'July, and while, as I have 
obferv'd, our Part of the Town feem'd to be or· 
fpar'd, in Comparifon of the Weft part, I went or
dinarily ~bout the Streets, as my Bufinefs requir'd, 
and particularly went generally, once in a Day, 
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brother's 
Hou[e,. which he had given me charge of, and to 
fee tf lt was fafe: And havinO' the l(ey in my 
Pocket, I ufed to go into th~ Houfe, and over 
mofi: of the Rooms, to fee that all was well · for 
tho" it be fomething wonderful to tell, tha; any 
fuould have H ans fo hardned, in the midfi of 

fuch 
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fuch a Calamity, as to rob and fieal; yet certain 
it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le
vities and Debaucheries were then praB:is' d in 
the Town, as opc:nlyas ever, I will not fay quite 

~ as frequently, becaufe the Numbers of People 
were many ways lelfen' d. 

But the City it felf began now to be vilited 
too, I mean within the Walls; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extreamly lelfen'd by 
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country ; and even all this Month of July they 
conrinu'd to Bee, tho' not in fuch Multitudes as 
formerly. In Augufi indeed, they fled in fuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none but Magifirates and Servants left in 
the City. 

As they fled now out of the City, fo I !hould 
obferve, that the Court removed early; (viz...) in 
the Month of June, and went to Oxford, where 
it plea~,' d God to preferve them; and the Difiem
per did not, ar I heacd oj; fo much as touch them; 
for which I cannot fay, that I ever faw they 
lhew'd any great Token of 'thankfulnefs, and hard
ly any thing of Reformation, tho' they did not 
want being told that their crying Vices might) 
without Breach of Charity, be faid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
whole Nation. 

The Face of Londcn was now indeed firangely 
alter'd, I mean the whole Mafs of Buildings, Ci
ty, Libertic:s, Suburbs, Weflminfler, Southwark and 
altogether ; for as to the particular Part eaU d 
the City, or ~·ithin the \Valls, that was not yet 
much infected; but in the whole, the Face of 
Things, I fay, was much alter' cl; Sorrow and 
Sadncfs fat upon every Face ; and tho' fome Part 
were not yet overwhelm'd,yet alllool 'd d eply con
cern'd; and as we faw it apparently c ming on, 

c z ~ 
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{o e\·ery one look,d on himfel~ and his Fami!yJ 
as in the ntmofi Danger: were It poffibl~ to repre· 
fent tho(e Times exactly to tho(e that dtd not fee 
them and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 
that ~very where prefent~d it. felf, it mufl: make 
jufi Impref!ions upon the~r Mmds, and fi.ll them 
with Surpnze. London mtght wefl be fatd to be 
all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made 
a formal Drefs of Mourning for their nearefl: 
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard in the Streets ; the fhriecks of Women and 
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houfes, where their dearefi Relations were, per
haps dying, or jufr dead, were fo frequent to be 
heard, as we paffed the Streets, that it was e· 
nough to pierce the fioutefi Heart in the World, 
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen 
almofl: in every Houfe, efpeciaUy in the firfi Part 
(:)f the Vifitation; for towards the latter End, 
Mens Hearts \vere hardned, and Death w.1s fo al· 
·ways before their Eyes, that they <Hd not fo much 
concern themfc!ves for the Lofs of their Friends, 
expeCting, that themfelves fhould be fummoned 
the next Hour. 

Bufinefs led me out fomctimes to the orher 
End of the Town, even when the Siclmefs was 
chiefly there ; and as the thing was new to me, 
as well as to ever·y Body elfe, it was a mofl: fur· 
prifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, which were u
ft ally fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo 
few People to be feen in them, that if I had been 
a Stra_nger, and ~t a Lofs for my Way, I might 
fomet1mes ltave gone the Length of a whole Street, 
I 1nean of the by-Streets, and fee no Body ro di
rect me, except Watchmen, ft:t at the Doors of 
fuch Hot fes a"' were 1hut up; of which I lhall 
fpeak prcfcntlyo 

One 
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on 

fome fpecial Bufinefs, Curio!ity led me to obferve 
things more than ufually ; .and indeed I walk' d a 
great Way where I had no Bu!inefs; I went up Hol· 
bourn, and there the Street was full of People; but 
they walk' d in the middle of the great Street, nei
ther on one Side or other, bccaufe, as I fuppofe, 
tl ey would not mingle with any Body that came 
OL t of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scent~ 
from Houft!s .that might be infected. 

The Inns-of-Court were all fhut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lillcolns-Imz, or Gre)'eJ-lnn, to be feen there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for 
Lawyers; belides, it being in the Time of the Va
cation too, they were generally gone into the Coun
try. Whole Rows of Houfes in fome Places, 
were fhut clofe up; the lnhabii:ants all fled, and 
only a \Vatchman or two left. 

When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being lhut 
up, I do non mean £hut up by the Magifhates; 
but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the 
Court, by the Neceffity of their Employments, and 
other Dependencies : and as oth rs retir'd, really 
frighted 'vith the Difiemper, it was a mere defo .. 
lating of fome of the Streets: But the Fright wa~ 
not yet near fo great in the City, abfirattl y fo 
called ; . and particularly becaufe, tho' they were 
at firfi in a mofr inexpreffible Confieroation1 yet as 
I have obferv'd, that the Difieq1per intermitted 
often at firfr; fo they were as it were, atlarm'd, 
and unallarm'd again, and this feveral times, till 
it began to be familiar to them ; and that even, 
vthen it appear'd violent, yet feeing it did not pre
fenrly fprea.d into the City, or the Eaft ar. 
South Parts, the People began to take C.onrage. 
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned : It: 
is true, a v fi many People fl~d, as I have ob-

C 3 • fcnr' 
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ferv'd, yet they were chiefly from the Wdl End 
of the Town; and from that we call the He.art 
of the City, that is to fay, among the \Ve~lth1e4 
of the P'"ople; and fuch People as were umncum
bred with Trades and Bufinefs: But of the refi, 
the Generality fiay' d, and fee m 'd to abide the 
worfi: So that in the Place we call the Liberties~ 
and in the Suburbs, in Southwark, and in the Eafl 
part, fuch as Wappihg,Ratclif, Stepnfy, Rotherhitbland 
the like, the People generally fiay'd, except here 
and there a few wealthy Families, who, as above, 
did not depend upon their Bufinefs. 

It mufi not be forgot here, that the ~ity and Su
burbs \Vere prodigioully full of People, at the time 
of this Vi.G ration, I mean, at the time that it be
gan ; for t~o' I have liv'd to fee a far~her.Encreafe, 
and mighty ·Throngs of People fettlmg 1n London, 
more than ever, yet we had always a Notion, tha't 
the Numbers of People, which the Wars being o
yer, the Armies disbanded, and the Royal Family 
and the Monarchy being reHor'd, had f1ock'd to 
London, to fettle into Bufinefs ; or to depend upon, 
ana attend the Court for Rewards of rvices, Pre
ferments, and the like, was fuch, that the Town 
was computed to have in it above a hundred thou· 
fand people more thau ever it held before; nay, 
fome tQ~k upon them to fay, it had twice as m~ .. 
ny, becaufe all the ruin'd Families of the royal 
Party, flock' d hith~r: All the old Soldiers f~t up 
Trades here, and abundance of Families fettled 
here ; agaih,_ t~e Court brought with them a 
great Flux ot Pnde" and new Fa:fhions; All Peo· 
pie were grow~ gay and· luxurious; and the Joy 
of the Refioratton had brought a vafi many Fami· 
lies to London. 

I often thought, that as Jerufal~m was befieg'd 
~y the Romans, \vhen the 'Jews were affembled to
gether, tv celebrate the Pallover, by which means, 

· · an 



the P L A G U E. 2.3 
an incredible Number of People were furpriz,d 
there, who would otherwife have been in other 
Countries: So the Plague entred London, when an 
incredible Increafe of People had happened oc
cafionatly, by the particular Circumfl:ances above
nam, d : As this Conflux of the People> to a youth
ful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the 
City, efpecially in every thing that belong' cl to 
Fa!hion and Finery; So it drew by Confequenc"", 
a great Number of \Vork-men, Manufacturers, and 
the like, being mofily poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour, And I remember in particular, 
that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of 
the Condition of the Poor, it was efiimated, that, 
there were no lefs than an llundred Thoufand 
Ribband Weavers in and about the City ; the chic
fdl Number of whom, lived then in the Parifhes 
of 5"'horeditch, Stepney, White·chapel, and Bijhopfgate; 
that namely, about Spittle-fields ; that is to fay, 
as Spzttle· fields was then ; for it was not fo large 
as now, by one fifth Part. . 

By this however, the Number of People in the 
whole may be jlldg'd of; and indeed, I often won
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of Peo
ple that went away at firfr, there was yet fo 
great a Multitude left, as it appear'd there was. 

But I mufi go back again to the Beginning of 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were young, they were encreas'd firangely 
by fcveral odd Accidents, which put altogether, 
it \vas realy a wonder the whole Body of the 
People did not rife as one Man, and abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of 
Ground defigned by l:{e ven for an Akeldama, 
doom' d to be defhold f:om the face of the 
Earth ; and that all that would be found in it, 
"vould perifu with it. 1 fha\1 Nam but a few 
of thefe Things; but fllre they were fo many, and 
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fo many Wizards and cunning People propagating 
them that I have often wonder'd there was any, 
(Wm~en efpecially,) left behind. 

In the firfi Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap
pear' d for feveral Months before t~1e Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, a ltttle before the 
Fire; thy old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy
pocopdtlac Part of the other Sex, who I could al-

fi call old Women too, rcmark'd (efpecially after
ward tho' not, till both thofeJudgments were over,) 
that thofc two Comets pafs'd directly over the 
City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that it 
was plain, they imported fomet~ing peculiar to 
the City alone; that the Comet before the ·pefii
lence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and 
its Motion very heavy, folemn and flow: But 
that the Coil! et before the Fire, w-as brigh~ and 
fparkling, or as others faid, flaming, and its 
Motion fwift and furious; and that accord
ingly, One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow bur 
fevcre, terrible and frightful, as was the Plague i 
But the other foretold a Stroak, fudden, f wife, and 
:fiery as the Conflagration ; nay, fo particular fome 
People were, that as they 1ook'd upon that Co
rnet preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not 
only faw it pafs fwiftJy and fiercely, and cou'd per
,eive t~~ ~1Iot.io_n with their Eye, but even they 
heard It; tha~ Jt made a rufhing mighty Noifej 
fierce and terrt~le, tho' at a di.fiance, and but jufi 
perceivable. 

I fa, r both thefe Sd1rs; and I mufi confefs, had 
[o much of the common Notion of fuch Things in 
:p1y Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as 
the Forerunners and Warnings of GodsJudcrmcnts · r. " I C. b ) a 1d e1pecta!ly vnen arter the Plague had followed 
the firfi, I yet faw another of rh like kind ; I 
could not bur fay, God had not y~t fufficiendy· 
{c9urg'd the City. · · 
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ut I cou' d not at the fame Time carry thefe 

Things to the heighth that others did, knowing 
too, that natural Caufes are affign'd by the Afiro
uomers for fuch 'Things; and that their Motions.? 
and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre
ded to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fo 
perfectly call'd the Fore-runners, or Fore-tellers, 
1nuch lefs the procurers of fuch E\·ents, as Pefti
lencc, \Var, Fire, and the like. 

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philofophers be, or1have been what they will, 
thefe Things had a more then ordinary Influence 
upon the Minds of the common People, and they 
had almofi univerfal n1elancho!Jy Apprehenfions 
of fome dreadful Calamity and Judgment com
ing upon the City; and this principally from 
the Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm 
that was given in December, by two People dying 
at St. Gilels, as above. 
· The Apprehenfions of the People, were like
wife firangely encreas'd by the Error of the 
tiimes; in which, I think, the People, from what 
Principle I cannot imagine, were more adiet:cd 
to Prophefies, and Afirological Conjurations, 
Preams, and old Wives Tales1 than ever they 
'vere before or fince : Whether this unhappy 
Temper was originally raifed by the Follies of 
fame People who got Money by it; that is to fay, 
by printing PrediCtions, and Prognofiications I 
know not; but certain it is, Book's frightcd them 
terribly ; luch as Li!ly,s AJmanack, Gadlmry's A
logical P!'cdicrions; Poor Robin's Almanack and 
the like ; alfo fevera] pretended religious Books; 
one cntituled, Come out ~~ ler my Pwple, leafl JOU 

he partaker of her Plagues; another call' cl, F ir \Yarn
ing; another, Britains Remembrancer, and many 
fuch; all, or mofl: Part of which, foretold direa:
ly <?r cov~nly the Ruin of the City: Nay, fame 

wert; 
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'\vere fo Enthuftafl:ically bold, as to run about the 
Streets with their Oral PrediB:ions, pretending 
they ~.ere fent to pr~ach to the City ; and O~e 
·n particular, who, ltke~ Jonnh to Nenevah, cry d 
j 11 the Streets, yet forty ]Jays, and L 0 N D 0 N 
fJall be deflroy' d. I will not be pofiti ve, whether 
he [aid yet forty Days, or yet a few Days. Ano· 
ther run about Naked, except a pair of Drawers 
about his W afie, crying Day and Night ; like a 
M an that )ofephus mentions, who cry' d, woe to 
f)erufalem! a little before the Defiruet:ion of that 
City: So this poor naked Creature cry'd, 0! the 
Great, and the Dreadful God! and faid no more, 
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a 
Voice and Countenance full of horror, a fwift 
Pace, and no Body cou'd ever find him to fl:op, 
or refi, or take any Sufienance, at leafi, that ever 
I cou'd hear of. I met this poor Creature [eve· 
ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke 
to him, bnt he would not enter into Speech with 
me, or any one clfe ; but held on his difmal Cries 
continually. 
, ~rhefc Things terrified the People to the lafr 
Degree; and efpecially when two ur three Times, 
a) 1 have mentioned already, they found one or 
two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Giles. · 

ext to thefe publick Things, were the Dreams 
fold Women : Or, I fl1ould fay, the Interpre

tation of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams; 
and thefe put a~undance of People even out of 
their Wits : Some 'heard Voices warning. them to 
be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague 
in London, fo that the Living would not be able 
to bu:y the Dc:ad: Others faw Apparitions in 
he Air.; and I mufi be allow' d to fay of both, I 

hope wtth out breach of Charity, that they heard 
Votc~s that never fpake, and faw Sights that ne· 
vcr appear'd; but the Imagination of the People 

as 
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was really turn' d wayward and pofie(s' d: And nq 
Wonder, if they, who were poreing continuall,y 
at the Clouds, faw Shapes and F igures, Repre ... 
fentations and Appearances, which had nothing 
in them, but Air and V a pour. Her they told 
us, they faw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand, 
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging 
direEtly over the City. There they faw Herf~s, 
and Coffins in the .A-ir, carrying to be buried. 
And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un ... 
buried, and the l ike; j ufi as the Imagination of 
the poor terrify'd People furniih'd them with Mat
~ er to work upon. 

So Hypocondriac Fancy's reprefent 
Ships, A rmies, Battles, in th~ Firmament; 
Tilt fieady Eyes, the Exhalations folve, 
.;tnd all to its firfl Matter, Cloud, refolrzJe. 

I could fill this Account \Vith the firange Rela
tions, fuch People gave every Day, of what they 
had feen ; and every one \Vas fo pofitive of their 
having feen, what they pretended to fee, that 
there was no contraditting them, without Breach 
of Frieudihip, or being accounted rude and un
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im
penetrable on the other. One time before the 
Plague was begun, ( orherwife than as I have faid 
in St. Giles's,) I thin~ it was in AJ,zr IJ, feeing a 
Cro\vd of People in the Street, I join'd with them 
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all flaring 
up into the Air, to fee what a \Vomau told them 
appeared plain to her, which \Vas an Angel cloth'd 
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, \vaving 
it, or brandi:ihing it over his Head. She defcrib
ed every Part of the Fioure to the Life; fhew'd 
them the Motion, and the Form; and the poor 
Peop!e came into it fo eagerly, and with fo much 

Rea-
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Readinefs; YE S, I fee it all plainly, fays one: 
Tbere'J the Sword aJ plain as can be. Another faw 
the Angel. One fa.w his very Face, and cry'd 
out What a gloriou Creature he was! One faw 
one' thing, and one another. I look' d as earnefily 
as the rdl:, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil· 
lingnefs to be impos'd upon; and I (aid indeed, 
that I couldfee nothing, but a white Cloud, bright 
on one Side, by the fuining of the Sun upon the 
other Part. The \Voman endeavour' cl to thew it 
me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it, 
which, indeed, if I had, I mufl: have lied: But 
the Woman turning upon me, look'd in my Fac<;, 
aud fancied I laugh' d; in which her Imagination 
deceiv'd her too; for I really did not laugh, but 
was very fcrioufly refleCting how the poor People 
were terrify' d, by the Force of their own Imagina
tion. However, the turned from me, call'd me 
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer ; told me, that it 
\vas a time of God's Anger, and dreadful Judg
ments were approaching; and that Defpifers, fuch 
as I, fhould wonder and perifh. 

The People about her feem'd difgufied as well 
as fhe ; and I found there was no perf wading 
them, that I did not laugh at them ; and that I 
fhonld be rather mobb'd by them, than be able 
to undeceive them . So I left them ; and this Ap
pearance pa{s~d for as real, as rhe Blazing Star 
.it {elf. 

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo: 
And this was in going thro' a narrow Pafiaae 
from Petty- France into Bifbop /gate Church Yard, b)~ a 
R.ow of Alms-Houfes; there arc twoChurch Yards 
to Bifhopfgate Church, or Parifh ; one we ao over 
to pafs from the Pbce call'd Retty-France i~to Bi· 
ftJop/gateSt~eet, corn in[{ out ju!l: by the Church Door, 
the othtr Is on the hde of the narrow P ffage, 

·here the Alms-Ho 1fe arc on ti c left ; and a 
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nwarf-wall with a Palifadoe on it, on the right 
Hand ; and the City Wall on the other Side, more 
to the right. 

In this narrow Pat:fc&ge fiands a Man looking 
thro • between the Palifadoe's into the Burying 
Place ; and as many People as the N arrownefs of 
the Pat:fage would admit to fiop, without hindting 
the Pa{fage of others; and he was talking mighty 
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a 
Ghofi walking upon fuch a Grave Stone there; 
he defcrib'd the Shape, the Pofiure, and the Move
ment of it fo exaCtly, that it was the greatefi Mat
ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every 
Body did not fee it as well as he. On a fudden 
he would cry, 7here it is: l\1ow it comes this Way: 
Then, 'Tis turn' d !Jack ; till at length he perfuaded 
the People into fo firm a Belief of it, that one fan
cied he faw it, and another fancied he faw it; 
and thus he came every Day making a firange 
Hubbub) confidering it was in fo narrow a Paf
fage, till Bijhopjgate Clock firuck eleven ; and then 
the Ghofi would fee m to fiart; and as if he were 
call'd away, difappear'd on a fudden. 

I 1ook'd earndtly every way, and at the very 
Moment, that this Man diretted, but could not: 
fee the leafi Appearance of any thing; but (o po
fitive was this poor man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and fent them a
way trembling, and frighted; till at length, fe\v 
People, that knew of it, car'd to go tluo:J that 
Paffage ; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 
Account whatever. 

'fhis Ghoft, as the poor Man afiirm'd, made 
Sign to the Houfes, and ro the Ground, and to 
the People, plainly tntlmating, or e!fe they fo un
derfranding it, that Abundance of the People, 
ihould come to bt: buried in that Chnrch-Yard; 

a 
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as indeed happen'd : But thar he fa~ f~ch Af.. 
peas, I muit acknowledg? I never beh~v d ; n?r 
could I fee any thing of tt nty felf, tho I look d 
mofi earnefrly to [<;;e It, if poffible. 

Thefe things ferve to fhew, how far the People 
were really overcome with Delufions ; and as 
they had a ~ otion. o.f the Approach of a Vifita
tion, all theu PrediCtiOns run upon a mofr dread
ful Plague, which lhould lay the whole City, and 
even the J(ingdom wafie ; and lhould defiroy al
mofr all the Nation, both Man and Beafi. 

To this, as I faid before, the Afirologers added 
Stories of the Conjunction~ of Planets in a malig
nant Manner, and w1th a mifchievous Iufluence; 
one of which ConjunCtions \Vas to happen, and 
did happen, in OElober; and the other in Novem
ber; and they filled the Peopl s Heads with Pre
diCtions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat
ing, that thofe Conjunctions fortoid Drought, Fa
mine, and Pefiilen\e; in the two firfi of them how
ever, they were entirely mifiaken, For we had no 
droughry Seafon, but in the beginning of the Year, 
a hard Frofr, which lafied from Dicembcr almofl: 
to March; and after that moderate Weather, rather 
\varm than hot, with refrefhing Winds, and in 
fhort, very feafonab~e Weather; and alfo feveral 
very great Rains. 

Some Endeavors were ufed to fupprefs the 
Printing of fuch Books as terrify'd the People, 
and to frighten the difperfers of the1n> fome of 
~horn were. taken, up, but nothing was done in 
tt, as.I am tnform d ; The Government beina un
willing to exafperate the People, who were,

0 
as I 

may f~y, all out of their Wits already. 
Ne1ther can I acquit thofe Minillers that 

in their Serm<:ms, rather funk, than lifted ~p the 
. ea~ts of the1r Hearer~ ; many of them no doubt 

d1d 1t for the firengthmng the RefoJution of the 
People, 
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People; and efpecially for quickning them to Re
pentance ; but it certainly anfwer'd not their End, 
at lcafi not in Proportion to the injnry it did ano
ther Way ; and indeed, as God himklf thro' the 
\vhole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invitati
ons, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 
us by Terror and Amazement; So I mufi confcfs, 
I thought the Minifiers 1hould have done alfo, 
imitating our bldfed Lord and Mafier in this, that 
his whole Gofpel, is fllll of Declarations from 
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readinefs to rc
ceire Penitents, and forgive them; complaining .. 
ye 'Will not come unto me, tbat ye may bave Life ; 
and that therefore, his Gofpel is called the Goipel 
of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace. 

But we had fome good Men, and that of all 
Perfuafions and Opinions, whofe Difcourfes were 
full of Torror; who fpoke nothing but difmal 
Things ; and as they brought the People together 
with a kind of Horror, fent them away in ·rears, 
prophefyino nothing buc evil Tidings ; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenfions of being utter
ly deftroy'd, not guiding them, at leafi not enough, 
to Cry to Heaven for Mercy. 

It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters of Religion : Innumerable 
Sctl:s, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions pre
vail'd among the People; the Church of England 
\V as refior'd in de d with the Refioration oft' e 
Monarchy, about four Year before; but the Mi
nillers and Preachers ot the >resbyterians, and 
lndependants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro
feffion , had begun to gather fcperate Societies, 
and erefr Altar againfi Altar, atid all thofe had 
tbeir Meetings for Worfhip apart, as they have 
but not fo many t 1en, t e D1!Ienters being not 
thorowly form' d into-- Body as they are iince, and 
tho(e Congregations rhich were thus gather' d to· 

get her 
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gether were yet but few; and even thofe that 
were ;he Government did not allow, but endea~ 
vou/d to fupprefs them, and :fhut up their Meet4 

1ngs. 
But the Vifitation rcconcil 'd them again, at 

Jeafi for a Time, and many of the befi and moil 
valuable Minifiers and Preachers of the Difien
ters, were fuffer"'d to go into the Churches, where 
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not 
being able to fiand it; and the People Bockt with
out Difiinetion to hear them preach, not much in4 

quiring who or what Opinion they were of: Bvt 
after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Charity 
abated, and every Church being again fupply'd 
•.vith their own Minifiers, or others prefented, 
where the Minifier was dead, Things return"'d to 
their o ld Channel again. 

OneMifchief always introduces another: Thefe 
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led 
them into a Thoufand weak, foolilh, and wicked 
PThings, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to ; and this 
was running about to Fortune·tellers,Cunning·men, 
and Afirologers, to know their Fortune, or, as 
'cis vulgarly exprefs'd, to have their Fortunes told 
them, their Nativities calculated, and the Jike; 
and this Folly, prefently made the Town [warm 
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma
gick, to the Black Art, as they ca!l'd it, and I know 
not what; Nay, to a Thoufand worfe Dealings 
with the Devil, than they were really guilty of; and 
this Trad~ grew fo open, and fo generally pratti
fed, ~ha.t 1t became common to have Signs and 
Infcnpttons fet up at Doors; here lives a For
tune-teller; here lives an Afirologer; here you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like; 
and Fryar Bacons's Brazen-Head which \vas the 
1fual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was to be 

feen 
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feen almofi in every Street, or elfe the Sign of Mo
ther Sbipton, or of Merlin's Head, and the like. 

With what blind, abfurd, and ridiculous Stuff: 
thefe Oracles of the Devil pleas'd and fatisfy'd 
the People, I really know nor ; but certain it is, 
that innumerable Attendants crouded about their 
Doors every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in 
a Velvet Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which 
was the Habit thofe Quack Conjurers generally 
went in, was but. feen in the Streers, the People 
would follow them, in Crowds and ask them Que .. 
fijons, as they went along. 

I need not mention, what a horrid Dclulion 
this was, or what it tended to; but there was 
no Remedy for it, tiJl the Plague it felf put an 
End to it all; and I fuppofe, clear'd the Town of 
moll of thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mif
chief was, that if the poor People ask'd thefe modv 
Afirologers, whether there would be a Plague, or 
no? they all agreed in the general to anfwer, Yes, 
for that kept up their Trade; and had the People 
not been kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards 
would prefently have been rendred ufelefs, and their 
Craft had been at an end : But they always talked 
to them of fuch and fuch Influences of the Stars. 
of the ConjunCtions of fuch and fuch Planets, 
which mufr neceffarily bring Sickncfs and Difrem
pers, and confequently the Plague : And fome had 
the Alfur4nce to tell them, the Plague was begua 
already, which was too true, rho' they that faid fo, 
knew nothing ot the Matter. 

The Minifiers, to do them Jufiice, and Preachers 
of mofi Sorts, that, were {erious and underfianding 
Pe fons, thundred againH thefe, and other wicked 
PraEtifes, and expofed the Folly as well as the \Vick
ednefs of tlf m together ; And the mofi fobet and 
judicious People defpis'd and abl or'd them: But 
it was impoffible to make an Impr ·.ffion upon the 

11 midling 
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n1idling Peop1e, and the ~orking labouring. Poor~ 
their Fears were predomwant over all the1r Paf
flons · and they threw away their Money in a mofi 
difir;tted Manner upon thofe \Vhymfies. Maid-S~r
vants cfpecially and Men Ser.vanrs, ~ere the ch1ef 
of their Cuftvmers; and thetr Quelhon generally 
was, afra the firfl demand of, lf/ill there be a Plague! 
I fay, the ne,' t Quefiion. was, Ob, ..)'ir 1 For tbe Lord's 
Sake, what 1.L'ill become of me ? W/zll my Miflrifs keep me, 
or ·wz!Jfbe turn me ofl? IVi/1 fbe flay here, or will foe go 
into the Country ? And if/he goes into the Country, will 
fhe take me wit/; her, or ieavt me here to be flarv' d and 
-u;zdone. And the like of Men-Servants. 

The Truth is, the Caf\! of poor Servants was 
Yery Gifmal) as I !hall have occafion to mention a· 
gain by and by ; ·for it ww.s apparent, a prodigious 
Number of them would be turn'd away, and it was 
fo; and of them abundance peri:fhed ; and particu
Jy of thofe that thcfe falfe Prophets had flatcered 
with Hopes, that they fbould be continued in their 
Services, and carried with their Maflers and l\1i
.ffre£fcs into the Country ; ana had not publick 
Charity prm:ided for thtf~.: poor Creatures, whofe 
Number was exceeding great, and in all Cafes of 
this Nature muH be fo, they would have been in 
the worfi Condition of any People in the City . 

. Thefe 'fhi ngs agi taced the minds of the com
motl People for many }..1onths, while the fidt Ap
prehcnfions, were upon th m; and while the Plague, 
was not, ~s I may fay, yet broken out : But I mutt 
alfo not forget, that the more ferious Part of the 
Inhabitants bch:lV'd after another Manner: Th~ 
Gorcrnmcnt encouraged their De\·oriou and ap
point~d I:ublick Prayers, and Days of fafiing and 
Hum IIancn, to make publick Confeffion of Sin, 
and implore the ~~1ercy of God to a vert tt1e dread· 
ful Jndgment, which h 111° ov~r their Heads ·and 
it is not to be exprefs'd bwith \vhat Alacrity the 

Peop!e 
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People of all perfuafions enbraced the OccaGon ; 
how they flock'd to the Churches and Meetings, 
and they were all fo throng' cl, that there was ofren 
no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the 
Iargefl: Churches; Alfo there were daily Prayers ap.;. 
pointed Morning and Evening at feveral Chur~hes, 
and Days of private praying at other Places; at: 
all which the People attended, I fay, with an un .. 
common Devotion : Several private Families alfo, 
as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Fa
mily Fafis, to which they admitted their near Re
lations only : So that in a Word, thofe People, who 
were really ferious and religious, apply'd theni
felves in a truly Chrifrian Manner, to the proper 
\Vork of Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chri-: 
fiian People ought to do. , 

Again the publick ihew' d, that they would 
bear their Share in thefe Things; the very Court, 
which was then Gay and Luxurious, put on a 
Face of jufl: Concern, for the publick Danger : 
All the Plays and Interludes, which after the Man
ner of the French Courr, had been fet up, and be
gan to encreafe among us, were forbid to Act ; 
the gaming Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and 
Mufic Houfes which multiply,d, and began to de
bauch the Manners of the People, were fhut up 
and fupprefs'd ; and the Jack-puddings, Merry
andrews, Puppet-ihows, Rope-dancers, and fuc 
Jike doings, which had bewitch, cl the poor common 
People, ihut up their Shops, finding indeed no 
Trade; for the Minds of the People, were agitated 
with other Things ; and a kind of Sadnefs aud 
Horror at thefe Things, fat upon the Countenances, 
even of the common People ; Death was before 
their Eyes, and every Body began to think of their 
Graves, not of Mirth and Diverfions. 

But even thofe wholefome Reflettions, which 
rightly man.ag'd, would have moll f;. ppily led the 

Pe 
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People to fall upon their Knees,_ make ~onfeffio~ of 
their Sins and look up to thetr merciful S4i' tour 
for Pard~n, imploreing his Compaffion 0~1 them, 
in fuch a ~rime of their Difircfs; by whtch, we 
might have been as a fecond Niner;;eh, had a quite 
contrary Extreme in the common ~eople; who ig
norant and fiupid in their Refletl:tons, as th(y were 
brurifhty wicked and thoughtlefs before, were 
now led by their Fright to extremes of Folly; and 
as I have faid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and Witches, and all Sorts of Decievers, to know 
what 1hould become of them; who fed their Fears, 
and keot them always alarm'd, and awake, on 
purpof~ to delude them, and pick their Pockets: 
So, they were as mad, upon their running after 
Quacks, and Mountebanks, and every prattifiug 
old Woman, for Medicines and Remed ·es; fiore" 
ing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Ptlls) Po
tions, and Prefervatives, as they were call, d ; that 
they not only fpent: their Money, but even potfon'd 
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of 
the Infection, and prepar' d tl1eir Bodies for the 
Plague, infiead of preferv1ng them againfi ir. On 
the other Hand, it is incredible, and fcarce to be 
imagin'd, how the Pofis of Houfes, and Corners 
of Streets were plafier'd over with DoCtors Bills, 
and Papers of ignorant Fdlows ; quacking and 
tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People ro 
come ~o t?em for Remedies; which was generally 
{et oft, wtth fuch flourilhes as thefe, ( rviz...) IN
F A L LIB LE preventive Pills aaainfi the Plaaue. 
N~E V ER-FAILING Prefer:atives aaaind'rhe 
InfeCtion. ~ 0 VERA I G N Cordial'; againfr 
th~ Corruptton of the Air. EX A C T Regu
lanon~ fo: the C?ndua of the Body, in Cafe of 
an Intccbon: A~t' --efiilenr1al Pills. IN C 0 MP A
RAB LE Drtr k againfi th~ Plague) never found 
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out before. An U N I V E R S A L Remedy for 
the Plague. The 0 N L Y- T R U E Plague- \Va.
ter. The R 0 Y A L-A N ~fl D 0 '"f E againfr 
a 1 Kinds of InfeCtion ; and iuch a Number more 
tha I cannot reckon up ; and it I could, would 
£ill a Book ·of themfelvcs to fet them down. 

Others fet up Bills, to fummons People to their 
Lodgings for Dir~B:ions and Advice in the Cafe of 
Infection~ Thefe had lpacious Titles alfo, fnch as 
thefe. 

An ~minent High- Dutch Phyfician, newly com~ over 
from Holland, where he re(ided durmg all the Ttme 
ofthe great Plague, lafl Year, in Amfierdam, and 
cured multitudes of Piople, that actually had th! 
Plagu? upcn t/;em. 

An It.dian Gentlewoman jufl arrived from Naples11 

having a choice Secret to prevent Injeilion, whuh 
foe jound out by her great Experience, and did won
derful Cures ·with it in the /Jte Plague there ; 
wherein there died 20000 in one Day. 

An arztient Gentlewoman having praElifed, with great 
Succefs, in the late Plague in thiJ City, Anno 1636, 
gives her advice ()nly to the Female Stx. To be 
fpoke witb, &c. . 

An experienc' d Phy(tcian, who has long fludied th~ 
the Do8rine of Antitjotes againfl all SortJ of Poi
fon and InfeE1ion, has after 40 Years Praflife, ar· 
rived to fuch Skill, as may, with God's Blefjin{, 
direfl Perfo;zs how to prevent their being toucb'd 
by any Contagious Diflemper whatfoiver. Hl di
reEls the P(){)r gratis. 

I take notice of thefe by way of Specimen : I 
could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and 
yet have abundance left behind. 'Tis fufficient 
;rom thefe :o appri!e any on~, of the Humour of 
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tho{e Times; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick
pockets, not only robb~d and c~eated the poor P~o
ple of their Mone~, but potfo~ed the~r Bod!es 
with odious and fatal preparations ; tome wtth 
Mercury, and fome with other rh:ngs as bad, per ... 
fectly remote from the Thing pretended to; and 
rather hurtful than fervicable to the Body in cafe 
an lnfefrion followed. 

I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thofe ~ack
operators, witn which he gull' d the poor People 
to croud about him, . but did nothing for them with
out Money. He had it feems, added to his Bills, 
whtch he gave about the Streets, this Adverttfe
ment in ~apital Letters, (viz...) He gives Advice to 
the Poor jo.,.· nothing. 
Abundance o£ poor People came to him according

ly, to whom he made a great many fine ~peeches; 
examin'd them of the State of their Health, aud 
of the Confiiturion of their Bodies, and told them 
many good things for them to do, which were of no 
great Moment : But the Iff'ue and Con(.:lufion of all 
was, that he had a preparation, which if they 
to.ok fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would 
pawn his Life, they lhould never have the Plague, 
po, tho' they lived in the Hot1fe with Peopre that 
were infeaed: This made che People alJ refolve 
to ~av~it; But then the Price ofthatwasfomuch, 
l thmk tw4s half.a·Crown: Bu , Sir, fays one poor 
Woman? I am a poor Al~s-Woman,and am kept by 
the Panfh, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor 
your help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, fays 
the Do~er, fo ~ do, as I publi1h~d there. I give 
my Advtce to the Poor for nothing · but not my 
Phyfick. Ala , Sir! fays ihe, that i~ a Snare laid 
f~r tne ·Poor_ then ; f~r you give them your Ad
VIce. f~r nodung, that ts to fay, yon advife then:; 
~ratis, to ~uy ~o~r Phyfi~k for th~~r Money ; fo 

does 
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does every Shop-l·eeper with his \V a res. Here the 
Woman began to gire him ill \Vords, and Hood at 
his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the 
People that came, till the Dottor finding 1he turn'd 
away his Cufl:omcrs; was oblig'd to call her ~1p 
Stairs again, and give her h s Box of Phyfick for 
nothing, which, perhaps too was good for nothing 
'"UJhen Jb~ /;ad it. 

But to return to the people, whofe Confufion 
fitted them to be impos'd upon by all Sorts of 
Pretenders, and by every l\1ountebank. There is 
no doubt, but thefe quackillg Sort of Fellows rais'd 
great gains out of the miferable People; for we 
daily found, the Crouds that ran after th~m were in
finitely greater, ard their Doors were more throng· 
ed than thofe of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr. Hodges, 
Dr. Berwick, or any, tho' the mofl: famous Men of 
the Time : And I was told, that fome of them got 
five Pound a Day by their Phyliek. 

But: there was fitll another Madnefs beyond all 
this, which may ferve to give an Idea of the di
firacted humour of the poor People at that ~Time; 
and this was their following a worfc Sort of 
Deceivers than any ofthcfc; for thefe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money; in which their Wickedncfs, 'u;hate
ver it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei
ver's deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in 
this Part I am going eo mention, it lay chiefly in 
the People deceiv'd, or equally in both ; and this 
was in wearing Charms, Philters, Exorciitns, A
mulets, and 1 know not what Preparations, to for
tify the Body with them againH the Plague; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Poffeffion of an evil Spirit ; and that ir was to 
be kept off with Croffings, Signs of the Zodiac, 
Papers tied up with fo many Knots ; and certain 
\Vords, or Figures written on them, as particular-

~ ly 
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ly the Word Abracadabra, form"d in Triangle, o 
Pyramid, thus. 

ABRACADABRA 
AB RAC AD AB R Others had the Jefuits 
A B R A C .A D AB Mark in a Crofs. 
ABRACADA 

ABRACAD 
ABRACA " 
AB RAC 
ABRA 
ABR 
AB 
A 

I H 
s 

0 thers nothing but this 
Mark thus. 

~ 

I might fpend "- great deal of Time in my Ex· 
clamations againfl: the Follies, and indeed Wick
~dnefs of thofe things, in a Time of fuch Danger, 
in a matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a 
National Infection, But my Memorandums of thefe 
things relate rather to taks: notice only of the Fatl, 
and mention that it was fo : How the poor People 
found the lnfufficiency of thofe things, and how 
many of them were afterwards carried away in 
the Deaq·Carts, and thrown into the common 
Graves of every Parifh, with thefe helliih Charms 
ai1d Trumpery hanging . about their Necks, re-
mains to be fpoken of as we go along~ · 

All this was the Effea: of the Hurry the People 
~ere jn, after the firfr Notion of the Blague be
mg at hand was among them : And which may 
be faid to. be from about Michaelmas 1664, but 
more parttclllarly after the two Men died in St 
Gtles's, in the Beginning of Decem!Jer. And a· 
gain, after an_other Alarm in February ; for when 
the Plague evtdently fpread it felf, they foon be
gan to fee the Folly of trufiing to thofc: unper
fortning CreaturesJ \Vho had Gull'd them of their 

Money, 
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oney, and then their Fears work'd another 

way, namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not 
knowing what Courfe to take, or what to do~ 
either to help or relieve themfelves; but they ran 
about from one Neighbours Houfe to another; 
and even in the Streets, from one Door to anothe~ 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upo!Z us, 
what jba!l we dol · 
· Indeed, the poor People were to be pity'd in one 
particular Thing1 in which they had little or no 
Relief, and which~ Defire to mention with a feri
ous Awe and Reflection ; which perhaps, every 
pne that reads ~his, may not relifl1 : Namely, that 
\vhereas Death now began not, as we may (ay, to 
hover over every ones Head only, but to look in
to their Houfes, and Chambers; and fl:are in their 
Faces : Tho' there might be fome fiupidity, and 
dullnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great 
deal ; yet, there was a great deal of jufi Alarm, 
founded into the very )nmofl: Sou!, if I may fo fay 
of others : Many Confciences were awakened; 
many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a peni
tent Confeffion was made of Crimes long concealed ~ 
would wound the Souls of any Chrifiian, to have 
peard the dying Groans of many a del pairing Crea
ture, and none durfi come near to comfort them · 
Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was then con
feft aloud, and no Body furviving to Record the 
Accounts of it. People might be heard even inro the 
Streets as we pafs,dalong, calling upon God for Mer
cy, thro~Jefus Chrift, andfaying, I have been a Thie( 
I have been an Adulterer, I have been a. Murderer, 
and the like ; and none dur11: flop to make the leaft 
Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifier Com
fort to the poor Creatures, that in the Anguifu both 
of Soul and Body thus cry'd out. Some of the 
Minifiers did Vine the Sick at tirfi, and for a lit
tle while but it was not to be done; it would 

hav<; 
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have been prefent Death, to have gone into fome 
Houfes: The very buryers of the Dead, who were 
the hardnedefl: Creatures in Town, were fome· 
times beaten back, and fo terrify' cl, that they durll 
nor go into Houles, whete the whole Families were 
fwept away togeth~r, and whe~e the Circnmfian
ces were more particularly horrible as fome were; 
but this was indeed, at the fid.l: Heat of the Di
fremper. 
· Time enur'd them to it all; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I 
Occafion to mention at large hereafter. 

I am fuppofing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
I have faid, and that the Magifirates begun to 
take the Condition of the People, into their ferious 
Confid~ration ; what they did as to the Regula· 
tion of t~e Inhabitants, and of infeeted Families. 
I fnall fpeak to by it felf; but as to the Affair 
of Healtb, it is proper to mention it here, that 
having feen the foollth Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards, 
and Fortune' tellers, which they did as above, even 
~o Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, a very fober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phy{icians and Sur· 
geons for Relief ot the poor; I mean, the difeaf· 
ed poor; and in particular, order'd the College of 
Phyficians ro publifh Directions for cheap Remc:· 
dies> for the Poor, in all the Circumfiances of the 
Diflemper. This indeed was one of the mofi 
cl aritable and jadicious Things that could be 
done ~t that Time; f<?r t~lis drove the People from 
hauntl g the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills; and 
from taking down blindly, and without Conlidcra· 
ticn, Poifon for Phy!ick, and Death infiead of L1fe. 

This Direction of the Phyficians was done by 
;t Confultation of the whole College, and as it wa' 
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor; 
and for cheap 11edicines it was made publici<, 

iq 
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:o i fo that every Body- tnight fee it ; and Copie~ 
low were given gratis to all that defired it : But a~ 
e [t it is puhlick, and to be feen on all Occafions, I 
e1 need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble 
ie1l of it. 
:unr I iba11 not be fhppofed to le!fen the Authority 
,e , or Capacity of the P'-1yficians, when, I fay, that 
t~! the Viol HCe of the Diftemper, when it came to 

its Extremit)r, was like the Fire the next Year; 
W1t. The Fire which confiuned what the Plague could 
on· not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies; 1 

the Fire Engines were broken the Buckets thrown 
~c • away ; and the Power of 1-'lan was baffled , an cl 
~ brought to an End ; fo the Plague defied all Medi
C cince ;· the very Phyficians were ftized with it, 
Rt. with their Prerervatives in their Mouths; ana 
fa · Men went a bout prefcribing to others and tcl-
1e ,1·ling rh em what to do, till the Tokens were up-

on them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed 
oi:~ by that very Enetny, they directed others to op
\:r. 11ofe. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians, 
e. even fome of them the moft eminent; and of 1 

feveral of the moft skilful Surgeons; Abundance 
of Quacks too rlied, who had the Folly to truft to 

01 their own Medicines, which they muft needs 
1 be confcious to themfelves, were good for no
~: thing; and who rather ought, like other Sorts 
c of Thieves, to have run away, fenfible of their 
Guilt, from the Juftice that they could not 
but expeCt fuould puniih them, as they knew· 
they had deferved. 

Not that it is any Derogation from the La~ 
, hour, or Application of the Phyficans, to fay~ they 
~~ fell in the common Calamity; nor is it fo in
tended by me; it rather is to their Praife, that 

1they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe. 
~hem in the Service of Mankind; They endeavou
rc~ to do gooJ, and to fave the Lives of others; But 

\VC 
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we were not to expeCt, that the Phyficians cculd 
'ftop God's Judgments, or prevent a Diftemver 
.eminently armed from Heaven, from execut111g 
the Errand it was fent about, 

Doubtlefs, the Phyficians aili:fted many by their 
Skill and by their Prudence and Applications, 
to the faving of their Lives, and reftorin~ their 
Health: But it is no leffening their CharaCter, or 
their hl<.ill, ~o fay, they <.ould not cure thofe that 
had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were 
n1ortall y infeCted be fore the Phyficians were fent 
for, as was freqnently the Cafe. · 

It remains to mention now what public~ 
:tv1eafures were taken by the Magiftrates for the 
general ~afety, and to prevent the fpreading 
of the Diftetnper, when it firft broke out: I 
fuall have freqnen~ Occafion to fpeak of their 
Prudence of the Magiftrates, .their Charity, the 
Viailance for the Poor, and for 11referving goon 

rder; furniihing Pro:vifions, and the like, when 
the Plague was encreafed, as it ~fterward$ was. 
Eut I atn now npon the Order and Regulations 
they puhlifhed for the Govern1nent of infe~ed 

.. atni1ie~. · · 
I 1nention'd above ihutting of Houfes up ; and 

i t is needful to fay fomething particularly to 
that ; for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plague 
j very melancholy ; but .tbc mofl grievous Story 
~n u/} he told. 

:'\.bont Jzme the Lord Mayor of London, and 
the Court of Aldermen, as I have faicl, began 

ore particularly to concern themfelves for the 
Regulation of the City. · 

The Juftices of Peace for Middlefex, by Diretti· 
on of the ~ecretary _of State, had begun to_fhut 
!p Honft:s 1n the P2nihes of St. Giles's i1Z tbe Fxelds, 

St. JH,rrtins, St. Clemtnt Da1zcs, f5 c. and it was with 
ood Succefs ; for in feveral Streets where th" 

' Plague 
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Plague broke out, upon ftritl guarding the Houfcs 
that were infeCted, and taking Care to bury thofe 
that died itnmediatly after they vere 'known to 
be dead, the Plague ceafed in thofe Streets. It wa 

Y1~ alfo obferv'd, that the Plague decreas'~ fooner in 
: thofe Pariibes, after they had been v1fitcd to the 
nr~~ full, than it did in the Parillies of Bijhop_[gat~, 

ara. Shoreditc:b, Aldgate. 1Ybite-Cbappel, Step11ey, and c
tnl:, thers, the early Care taken in that Manner, being 
woc a great means to the putting a Cheque to it. 
we This {butting up f Houfes was a method firft 

taken, as I underftand, in the. Plague, which 
happened in 16o3, at the Con1ing of King 
James the Firft . to the Crown, and the Power of 

f~: fhutting People up in their own Houfes, wa 
e granteJ. by ACt of Parliament, entitled~ An AC: 
'~ for the cbaritable Relief mzd Or1eri?tg of Po:[ons in· 
ali: feiled witb the Plague. On whtch Act of Parlia

ment, the Lord Mayor and Aldennen of the 
City of London, foundcn the Order they tn?.de at 
this Titne, ann which took Place the 1ft of July 
166), when the Numbers infeCted within the Ci
ty, were but few, the laft Bill for the 92 Parifues 
being b~t four; _and fome Houfes having been 
ihut up 111 the Ctty, and fome lick People hdng 
removed to the Peft-Houfe beyond Bzmhill-Fields 
in the \V ay _to Ijli11gt01t; I fay, by thefe 11eans: 
when there d1ed near one thoufand a Week in the 
\Vhole, the Number in the City was but 28, 
and. the City was preferv'd more healthyf in Pro
portion, than any other Places all the Time of 
the Infection. · 

Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were pnb
li{h'd, as I have faid, the latter End of ?fmze, and 
took Place from the firfl: of J11ly, and were as 
follows, (viz..) 

OR 
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~~~{{~G~.~~~_,?s~~~~~~W&WS. 
oR D E R S Conceirved and Publijhed by the 

Lord ~1: A y o R and A~dertnen of the City af 
London, C01tcenti11g tbe bifeEiio1t of the Plague. 
166). 

H E R E A S in the Reign of onr late 
Svvcn.ign King J .rmes, ofhappy Me

' tnory, an .Act was made for the chari· 
'table Relief and ordering ofPerfons infected with 
' the Plague ; w !1ereby Authority was given to Ju· 
t ftices of the Peace, Mayors, Bayliffs and other 
'head Officers, to apppint within their feveral 
'Lin~its, l:xatniners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep
' ers, and Buriers for the Perfons and Places in· 
'fectcd, and to rni t. ifter unto them Oaths for the 
t Pe: forma nee of their Offices. ..A.nd the fame Sta· 
'tute did alfo authorize the givit.~g of other Di· 
' rections, as unto them for the prefent Neceiiity 
'ihould feem good in their Difcretions. It is novl 
'upon fpccial Co.:fideration, thought very ex· 
'pedient for prev nting and avoiding of Infection 
'of Sicknefs (if it iliall fo pleafe .Almighty God) 'r 
'that thefe ()fficers following be appointed, anrl 't 
' thefe Orders hereafter duly obferved. 

Examintrs to be appointed in every Parijh. : F·l R S T, It is_ thought requifite, and fo or· 
, dered, t~at 111 every Parifh there be o~e, 

two, or more Ptrfons of good Sort and Cred1t, 
'chofen and appointed hr the Alderman, his 
'Deputy, and cvmmon-Council of every '\Vard, 
' by the Name of Exatniners to continue in that 
c Office the Space of two :~lonrhs ~t leaft: And 
'if any fit Perfonfo appointed, iball refnfe to nn· 

'dertake 
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dertake the fame, the faid parties fo refhfing, to 

)n~ 'he committed to Prifon until they fuall con .. 
'form themfelves accordingly. · 

~~a The Examiuers OJce. 
~~ ~ ' THAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al
:~ ' Jermen, to enquire and learn from time to 

' time what Houfes in every Parifh be Vifited, and 
' what Perfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes, as 
' near as they can inform thetnfel ves ; and upon 
'doubt in that Cafe, to comtnand Reftraint of Ac
' cefs, until it appear what the Difeafe fuall prove: 
• And if they find any Perfon fick of the In fc:Cl:ion, 
~ to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be 
' ihut up; and if the Conftable ihall be found Re
' mifs or Ner;ligent, to give prefent Notice there .. 
' of to the Alderman of the W arc1. 

1f1atcbmen. 
'THAT to every infected Houfe there be ap .. 
' pointed two Watchmen, one for ev:ery Day, 
' and the other for the Night : And that thefe 
'\Vatchmen have a fpecial care that no Perfon go 
' in or out of fuch infected H()ufes, whereof they 
' have the Charge, upon pain of fevere Puniih
' ment. .And the faid Watchtnan to do fuch fur
' ther Offices as the fick Houfe iball need and re
' quire: and if the watchmen be fent upon anr 
' Bufinefs, to lock up the Houfe, and take the Key 
' with him: And the Watchman hy Day to attend 
' until ten of the Clock at Night :And the Watch
' man by Night untill fix in_ the Morning. 

Searchers. 
' , THAT there be a fpecial care to appoint 
, Women-Searchers in every Pariib, iitch as 

are of honeft Reputation, and of the beft fort as 
. can be got in this kind; And thcfe to be fworn to 

'1na'ke 
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' make due Search, and true Report to the utmofi of 
' their Knowledoe whether the Perfons whofe Bo· 
• dies they are aphp~inted to Search, do die of the In· 
' fettion, or of what other Difeafes, as near as they 
' can. And that the Phyficians who fhall be appoint· 
' ed for Cure and Prevention of the InfeCtion, do call 
• before them the fa id Searchers, who are, or fi1all be 
• appointed for the feveral Pari:fhes under their ref
' peetiveCares; to the end they may confider, whether 
' they are fitly qualified for that Employment ; and 
' charge them from time to time as they fl1all fee 
' Caufe, if they appear defcetive in their DL1tie~. 

' That no Searcher during this time of Vifitation, 
' be permitted to ufe any publick Work or Employ· 
' ment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be employed 
' as a Landrefs, or in any other common Employ· 
.• ment whatfoever. 

Chirurgeoni. ' F 0 R better affifiance of the Searchers, for as 
' much as there bath been heretofore great abufe 
' in mifreporting the Difeate, to the further fpread· 
' ing of the InfeCtion : It is therefore ordered, that 
' there be chofen and appointed able and difcreec 
' Chirurgeons, befide tt1ofe thdt do already belong 
• to the Pefl-Houfe: Amoogfl: whom the City and Li· 
• berties to be quartered as the places lie moll apt 
' and convenient ; and every of th~fe to have one 
'Qyarter for his Limit: and the fatd 'Chirurgeons in 
' every of their Limits to join with the Searchers for 
'the View of the Body, to tne end there may be a 
' true Repon: made of the D1 l'eafe. 

' And turther, chat the fa id Chirurgeons {hall vifit 
'and fearch fuch 1ik Pert ens as fhaU either {end for 
' them, or be 'lame and dtretted unto them by the 
'E . f ' xammers o ev ·ry Pa ·ifh, and inform themfelves 
~ of the Difeafe oi the faid Parties. 

~And 
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utm' ' And forafmuch as the {aid Chirurgeons are to be 
flort 'fequefired from all other Cures, and kept only to 
lltM ' thts Difeafe of the Infeti:ion; It is order' cl, That 

'every of the faid Chirurgcons ihall have Twelve
' pence a Body fearched by them, to be paid out of 
' the Goods of the Party fearched, if he be able, or 
'otherwifc by the Pari!h. 

Nurfe- keepers. 

F any Nurfc-keeper fhall remove her felf out of 
' any infettedHuufe before twenty eightDays af
' ter the Deceafe of any Perfon dying of the Infeti:i
' on, the Houfe to which the faid N urfe-keeper cloth 
' fo remove her {elf, :fhall be fhut up until the {aid 
' twenty eight Days be expired. 

0 R n E R s concerning infected Houfes, and 
Perfons ftck of the Plague. 

Notice to be given of the Sickne{s. 'THE Mafierof every Houfe, as foon as any 
' one in hisHonfecomplaineth,either of Botch; 
'or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his Body, or 
' falleth otherwife dangeroufly Sick, without appa

ar~ 'rent Caufe of fome other Difeafe, jhall give know
' ledge thereof to the Examiner of Health, within 
'two Hours afterthe faid Sign lhall appear. 

Sequeflration of the Sick. ' AS foon as any Man thall be found by this Ex a-. 
' miner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be lick of 
' the Plague, he !hall the fame Night be fequefired 
'in the fame Houfe and in cafe he be fo fequefired, 
: then, though he 'afterwards die not,_ the Houfe 
~ wherein he fickned, fhould be !hut up tor a Month, 

'after 
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' after the ufe of the due Prefervatives taken by the 
'reH. 

Airing the Stuff. ' F., 0 R Sequefiration of the Goods and Stuff of 
' the InfeCtion, their Bedding, and Ap~arel, a~d 
' Hangings of Chambers, mufi be ~ell at~ed. with 
' Fire and fuch Perfumes as are requtfite wtthm the 
' infe~ted Houfe, before they be taken again to ufe: 
' This to be done by the Appointment of theExami· 
'ner. 

Shutting up of the Houfe. ' IF anyPerfon lliall have vi fired any Man, known to 
' be infeCted of the Plague,or entred willingly in· 
' to any known infeB:ed Houfe, being not allowed: 
' The Hou(e wherein he inhabiteth, fhall be fhut up 
~ for certain Days by the Examiners Direttion. 

None to be remorved out of infifled Hou{es, but, &c. 

' ITEM, That none be remov' d out of the Houfe 
' where he falleth fick of the Infettion, into any 
' other Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Ptft· 
' Houfo or a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houfe, which 
' the Owner of the faid vifited Houfe holdeth in his 
' own Hands, and occupieth by hi<; own Servants) 
' and fo as s~curity. be given tO the Parifh, whither 
' fuch Remove is made ; that the Attendance and 
' Charge about the faid vifited Perfons fhall be ob· 
' ferved and charged in all the Particularities before 
'exprdfed, without anyCofi of thatPariih, to which 
' any fuch Remove !hall happen to be made, and this 
' Remove to be done by Night : And it lhall be law· 
' ful to any Perfon that hath two Houfes to remoYe 
: either his fou.nd or ~is infecced People ;o his [pare 

Houfe at Ius chotce, fo as if he fend away firfi 
' his Sound, he not after fend thither the Sick, nor 
' again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the fame 

which 
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' which he fendeth, be for one Week at the leafr 
':fhut up, and fecluded from Company, for fear of 
'fome Infection, at the fir.fi not appearing. 

Burial of the Dead. ' T HAT the Burial of the Dead by this Vifita
' tion, be at mofi convenient I-I ours, always ei
' ther before Sun-rilingj or after Sun-fetting, with 
' the Privity of the Church-wardens or Confiable; 
'and not otherwife; aqd that no Neighbours nor 
' Friends be fuffered to accompany the Corps to 
' Church, or to enter the Houfe vilited, upon pain 
'of having his Houfe !hut up, or be imprifoned. 

'And that no Corps dyingoflnfeaion lhall be bu
' ried, or remain in any Church in time of Corn
' m on-Prayer, Sermon, or Letture. And that no 
'Children be fuffered at time of burial of any Corps 
' in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying-place to 
' come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And that 
'all the Graves !hall be at Ieafi tix Foot deep. 

• And further, all publick Affemblies at other Bu
' ria1s are to be forborn during the Continuance of 
' this Vifitation. 

No infe£led Stuff1o be utt~red. 

'THAT no Clothes,Stuff, Bedding or Garments 
' be fuffered to be carried or conveyed out of 
'any infected Houfes, and that the Criers and Carri-

~~ 'ers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel robe fold or 
Jfl , ' pawned, be utterly prohibited and refirained, and 
r~1 .. ' no Brokers of Bedding or old Apparel be permitted 
, ~ 'to make any outward Shew, or hang forth on their 
IN 'Stalls,Shopboards or Windows towards any S reet, 

'Lane, Common-way or Palfage, any old Bedding 
'or Apparel to be fold, upon pain oflmprifonment. 
'And if any Broker or other Perfon fhall buy any · 
, Bedding, Apparel, or other Stuft~out of any infect-
' ed Houfe, within two Months after the Infcdion 

. ~h~h 
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' bath been there, his Houfe :fhall be lhut up as In; 
'fetted, and fo ihall continue 1hut up twenty Days 
' at the leafi. 

No Perfon to he con-veyed out of any infe8ed Hou{e. ' IF anyPerfon vifiteddo fortune by'negligentlook· 
' ing unto, or by any other Means, to come, or 
' be co~veyed trom a Place infelted, to any other 
' Place; theParifh from whence fuchParty bath come 
' or been conveyed, upon notice thereot given, !hall 
'at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifited and 
' efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 
' Night, and the Parties in this cafe offending, to be 
' punifhed at the Direcrion of the Alderman of the 
' Ward; and the Houfe of the Receiver of fuch vifi· 
' ted Perfon, to be £hut up for twenty Days. 

Every vi.fited Houfe to he marked. 

• THAT every Houfe vifited, be marked with a 
' red Crofs of a Foot long, in the middle of the 
' Door, evident to be (een, and with thefe ufual 
' printed \V ords, that is to fay, Lord have Mere;· ttpon 
' us, to be fet c:oft: over the fame Crofs, there to 
' continue until lawful opening of the fame Houfe, 

Evtry vifited Houfe to be ·watched. 

HAT the Confiables fee every Houfe fhut up, 
_ 2nd to be attended with Watchmen, which 

' may l cep t!1em in, and minifier -Necdl'aries unto 
' them at their own Charges (if they be able,)or at 
' the common Charge, it they be unable: The fuut· 
' ting tlp to be for the fpace of four Weeks after 
'all be whole. 

' Th t precifeOrder be taken that the Searchers, 
' Chirurg~ons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pafs 
' the Srreets ~vithout holding a red Rod or Wand of 
' tl rec Foot m Length in their Hands open and evi
~ dent to be feen, and are not to go 'into any other 

~ Houfe 
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'Houfe then into their own, or into that w her~unto 
' they are directed or fent for; but to forbear and ab
' fiam fi om Company, efpecially when they have 
' been lately ufedin any fuch Bufincfs or Attendance. 

Inmates. 
' THAT where feverat Inmates are in one and 
' the fame Houfe,and any Perfon in that Honfe 
' hap ens to be Infected; no other Perfon of Fa
' mily of fuch Houfe fhall be futfered to remove 
'him or themfelves w·thout a Cer· ificate from the 
' Examiners of Health of that Parilh; or in default 
' thereof, the Houfe whither he or they fo remove, 
' 1hall be ihut up as in cafe of Vifitation. 

Hackne_y-Coaches. 
'THAT care be taken of Hackney-Coach-men, 
' that they may not( as fome of them have been 
'obferved to do) after carrying of infected Perfons to 
' the Peft-Houje, and other Places, be admit ed to 
' common ufe, till their Coaches be well aired, and 
' have flood unemploy'd by the Space of five or fix 
' Days after fuch Service. 

0 R D E R s for cleanfing and keeping of the 
Streets Sweet. 

The StreetJ to !Je kept clean. 

'FIRST, it is thought necetfary, and fo order"' 
' ed, that every Houlholder do caufe the Street 
' to be daily prepared before his Door, aud fo to 
' keep it clean f wept all the Week long. 

That Rakers take it from out the Houfes. 

'rrHAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be 
' daily carry'd away by the Rakers, and that 
~ the Raker fuall give notice of his coming, by the 

E ., ~ blowin 
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' the blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath been 
' done. 

Layjlalls to be made far off from tbe City. 
' T HAT the Layftalls he removed as far as may 
' be out of the City, and common Paifages, 
'and that no Nightn1an or other be fuffered to em
' pty a Vault into any Garden near about the City. 

Care to be bad of zmwbolfome Fijb or Flejh, and of 
nzufly Corn. 

'THAT fpecial care be taken, that no ftinking 
' F·ifh, orunwholefome Fleih, or mufty Corn, 
' or other corrupt Fruits, of what Sort foever be fuf
' fered to be fold about the City, or any part of 
' the fame. 

' That the Brewers and Tippling-houfcs he look
' ed unto, for mufty and unwholfome Casks. 
'That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, or 

'Conies, be fuffered to be kept within any part of 
'the City, or any Swine to be, or ftraJ in the 
' Streets or Lanes, but that fuch Swine be impound
',ed by the Beadle or any other Officer, and the 
' Owner puniihed according to ACt of Comrnono 
'Council, and that the T>ogs be killed by th~ 
'l)og-killers appointed for that purpofe. 

~\;j;~~~~~~~~ 

0 R DE R S concerning loofe Perfons and 
idle Affen1blies. 

Beggers~ 

: FOrrafmuch as n_othing is more complained of, 
than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 

: Begg~rs, that fwarm in every place about the Ci~ 
ty~ b~1ng a great caufe of the fpreading of the In-

~ fettion, 
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fection,and will not be avoided, notwithftanding 

'anyOrder that have been given to the contrary : 
' It is therefore now ordered, that fuch ConH:ables, 
'aud others, whom this N1atter may any way con
' cern, take fpecial care that no wandring Be ger 
'be fufl'ered in the Streets of this City, iu any fa
' ihion or manner, w 1atfoever, upon the Penalty 
' ~provided by the Law to be duely and feverely 
' executed upon thetn,. 

Plays~ 

' THAT all Plays, Bear~Baitings, Games, fing
' ing of Ballads, Buckler-play, or fuch like 
' Caufes of Aifemblies of People, be utterly pro
' hibited, and the Parties oftendin-z feverely pu
' nifued by every Alderman in his Ward. 

Feafling Prohibited. 
' THAT all publick Feafting, and particularly 
' by the Companies of this City, and Dinners 
' at Taverns, Alehoufes, and other Places of c01n .. 
'mon Entertaintnent be for born till further Order 
'andAllowance; and that the Money thereby fpa
' red, be -prefervcd and emyloyen for the Benefit 
t and Relief of the Poor vifited with the Infettion. 

Tipling Houfes. 

1HAT diforderly Tipling jn Taverns, Ale .. 
' houfes, Coffe-houfes) and Cellars be fevere
' ly looked unto, as the cotnmon Sin of this Time, 
'and great eft occafion of difperfing thePlague.And 
'that no Company or Perfon be fuffered to remain 
'or come into any Tavern, Ale-houfe, or Coffe
' houfe to drink after nine of theClock in theEven ... 
'ing, according to the antient Law and Cuftom of 
' this City, uron the Penalties ordained in that Be
f half. 
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'And for the bettrr execution of thefe Orders, 

' and fuch other Rules and DireCtions as upon fur
' ther confide ation :{hall be found needful; It is 
'ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, Depu
' ties and Common-Council-men fhall meet toge
' the~ weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, (as 
'caufe iball require)at fome one general Place ac
' cuftmned in their rcfpeB:ive Wards (being clear 
' fron1 InfeCtion of the Plague) to confult how the 
'faid Orders may be duly put in Execution; not 
'intending th2t any, dwelling in or near Places 
'infeCted, :£hall come to the faid Meeting whiles 
' their coming may be doubtful. And the faid Al- ~ 
' dermen, and Deputies, and Common-Council- v 
' men in their feveral Wards may put in Execu- St 
' tion any other good Orders that by them at their 
c faid Meetings {hall be conceived and devifed, 
'for Prefervation of His Majefty's SubjeCts from 
'the InfeEtion.' 

Sir Joh1t Law re1tce} Sir George 1Yaterman}Sh · ffi 
Lord Mayor. Sir Charles Doe. en s. 

I neecl not fay, that thefe Orclers extended onl;r 
to fuch Places as were within the. Lord Mayor's 
JurisdiB:ion ; fo it is requifite to obferve, that the 
Juftices ofPeace, within thofe Pariihes, and Places 
as \Vere called the Hamlets, and Out-parts, took 
the fame Method : As I remember the Or
ders for fuutting up of Houfes did not take Place 
fo foon on our Side, becaufe ~s I faid before the 
J>lague did not reach to there Eaftern Parts ~f the 
Town, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent till 
the beginning of Angnfl. For Example the ~hole 
B!ll, from t~e I Ith to the 18th of Jnly .. was I 761, 
yet there dy d but 71 cf the Plague in all thofe 
Parifhes we call the Tow~r-Hamlets· ;nd they were 
a.s follows~ · · ' 

Algate 
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on ~' Algate 
; lr Step11ey 
Dt 111 bite CharJpel 
t t~ St. Katb.1ower 
ler:'· Trin. Minories 
1m . 

14 
33 the next 
21 \Veek was 

2 thus. 
I 

34 6) 
)8 and to the 76 
48 1ft of Aug. 79 
4 thus. 4 
I 4 

gc. 71 14) 228 

.0\vt: It was indeed, coming on a main ; for the Bu
nPk rials that fatne Week, were in the next adjoining 

. Pari{hes, thus, w· 

~iL St.Len.Sh?rditcb 64 the next Week 84 to the Ijl. I IO 
un St.Bztt.Bijhopfg. 65 prodigioufiyen- 105 ofAug. IJ6 
Exe. St. Cliles Crippl. 2 I 3 creafed> as 42 y" thus. 5) 4 
~tt; . ----,. 
~evi:. 342 610 780 • 
~L 

This !butting up ofhoufes was at firft counted 
a very rrnel and Unchriftian 1'1ethod, and the 

.. poor People fo confin'd;tnade hitter Lament?.tions; 
~n~ Complaints of the Severity of it, were alfo daily 

brought to my Lord Mayor, ofHoufes caufelefsly, 
o:. (and fome malicioufiy) fhut up: I cann0t fay, but 

ho upon Enqui_ry, tnany .t~at complaine.d fo loudly, 
t' were found 111 a Condition to be continued, and 

p1: others again Infpection being tnade upon the fick 
11 

Perfon, and the bicknefs not appearing infections, 
'' 

1 

or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to 
~· be carried to the PcH:-Houfe, were releafed. 
~> It is true, that the locking up the J)oors of 

~, Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there 
r Night and Day, to prevent their {l:irring out, or 

L. any coming to them; when, perhaps, the founcl 
. People, in the Family, might have efcaped, if 
· they had been remov'd from the Sick, lookecl ve .. 

ry hard and cruel ; and many Peo11le periilied in 
thefe 1niii-rable Confinements, which 'tis reafon
. · able 
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able to believe, would not have been diftemper'd 
if they had had Liberty, tho' the Plague was in the 
Hou[e. at which the People were very clamorous 
and u~eafie at firft, and feveral Violences were 
cmntnitted, ancl Injuries o:ffi red to the ~1en, who 
were fet to watch the Houfes fo fhut up ; al. 
fo feveral P\: ople broke out by Force, in many 
Places, as I {hall obferve by and by : But it was 
a 1)uhlick ( oocl that juftified the private ·1if. 
chief; a1 d there was no obtaini11g the leaft Miti· 
gation, by ar,y .A-})p1ication to Magiftratcs, or Gc
vernment, at that Time, at leaft, not that I heard 
of. This put the People upon all .r ·1anner ofStra· 
t2.gen1, in order, if poiEble, to get out, and it 
would fill a little Volu1ne, to fet down the Arts 
Ms'J by the People offuch Houfe~t, to ihut the Eyes 
of the \Vatchmen, who were ernploy'd, to deceive 
them, snd to c[cape, or break out from them; in 
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap· 
pened; of which brit fel£ 

As I_ went along F.!ozmdfditcb one 11orni_ng, ~· 
bout etght a-Clock, there was a great N01fe; 1t 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be· 
c.n:fe Pcvple were not ,~ery free to gather together, 
or to ftay long together, when they were there, 
nor dicll ftay long there: But the Outcry was loud 
enough to protnpt tny Curicfity, and I call'd to 
one that look'd out of a Window, and ask'd what 
vas the 1ifatter. 

A \ ·atchn1an, it feerns, had been em11loyed to 
keep his Poft at the Door of a Houfe, which was 
infected, or fa id to be infected, and was {hut up; 
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge
ther, as he tolcl his Stor3r, and the Day \Vatch· 
111an had been there one Day. and was now come 
to relieve hi1n : All this while no Noife had 

ecn heard in the Hou[e, no Light had been 
c n · they call'd for _nothing, fent hin1 of no Er' 

rands, 
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jt ands which us'd to he the chiefBufinefs of the 
:~1 \\T atchman; neither had they given him any Di
' fiurbance, as he faid, from the Monday afternoon, 
·~~ when he heard great crying and [creaming in the 
M Houfe, which, as he fu1?IJofed, was occafioned by 
nt. fome of the Family dying juft at that Time : it 
;: feerns the Night before, the Dead-C2rt, as it was 
.~~ .called, had l)een ftopt there, and a Servant-Maid 
1h. had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
I· Buriers or Bearers, as they were call'd, 1?Ut her in-· 
~ to the Cart, \'\ rapt only in a green Rug, and 
'i carried her away. 
cr The \Vatchman had knock'd at the Door, it 
t1 feen1s, when he heard that Noi[e and Crying, as 
r above, and no Body anfwered, a great while; but 
t·· at laft one lookjl out and fain with an angry 
t•., quick Tone, and yet a Kind of crying Voice, or 
1:. a Voice of one that was crying, TYhat d'ye want, 

~ that ye malle fnch a knocki11g? He anfwer'd, I am the 
JYatcbman ! bow do you do ? 1Yhat is the Matter ? 

. The Perfon anfwered, 1/'hat is that to you? Stop the 
~- DBad-Cart. This lt feerns, was about one a-Clock; 

foon after, as the Fellow faid, he ftopped the Dead
. Cart, and then knock'd again, but no Body an
fwer'd~ He continued knocking, and the Bellman 
call'd out feveral Times, Bring out your Dead; but 
no Bocly anfwered, till the Man that drove the 
Cart being call'd to other Houfes, would ftay no 
longer, and drove away. 

The Watchman knew not what to 1nake of 
all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning
Man, or Day Watchman, as they rall'd him, ca1ne 
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knock'd at the Door a great 
while, but no body anfwered ; and they o~ 
ferv'd, t at the "\\rir1dow, or Cafetnent, at ·which 
the Perfon had look'd out, \Vho had anfwer'd be
fore, continued open being up t\vo l)air of Stairs. 

Upon 
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Upon thi", the two Men to fatisfy their Curb .. 

:fity, got a long Ladder, ~n~ one of them went up 
to the Window., and look d 1nto the Room, where 
he faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a 
difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but 
her Shift : But tho' he call'd aloud, and putting 
in his long Staff, knock'd hard on the Floor, yet no Body ftirr'd or anfwered ; neither could he 
hear any Noife in the Houfe. 

He came down again, upon this, and acqu~int· 
ed his Fellow, who went up a1fo, and finding 
it juft fo, they refolv'd, to acquaint either the 
Lord Mayor, or fome other Magiftrate of it, but 
did not offer to go in at the W 1ndow ; The Ma· 
giftrate it feems, upon the Information of the 
two Men, ordered the Honfe t be broken open, 
a Conftable, and other Perfons being appointed 
to be prefent, that nothing might be plundred; 
and accordingly it was fo done, when no Body 
was fonnd in the Houfe, but that young Woman, 
\Vho having been infetted, and paft Recovery, 
the reft had left her to die by her felf, and were 
every one gone, having found fome Way to de· 
lude the Watchman, and get open the Door, or 
get out at f01ne Back Door) or over the Tops of the 
Honfes, fo that he knew nothing of it; and as to 
th fe Crys and Shri€ks, \Vhich he heard, it was 
fi1ppos'd, they were the paiiionate Cries of the 
Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure, 
it was to them all; this being the Sifter to the 
1\'liftrefs of the f'amily. The Man of the Houfe, 
his Wife, feveral Children, and Servants, being 
all gone and fled, whether fick or found, that I 
could never learn; nor, indeed, did I make much 
Enquiry after it. 

Many fuch efcapes were made, out of infeCted 
Houfes, as particularly, \vhen the Watchman was 
fent ~f fome Errand; for it was his Bufinefs to ga 
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of any Errand, that the Family fenthim of, that is 
to fay, for Neceffaries, fuch as Food and Phyfick; 
to fetch Ph yficians, if they would come, or Sur
geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and 
the like ; But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of 
the Houfe, and take the Key away with him; to 
evade this, and cheat the Watchmeti, People got 
two or three Keys made to their Locks ; or they 
found Ways to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were 
fcrew'd on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the 
In fide of the Houfe, and w bile they fent away 
the Watchtnan to the Market, to the Bakehoufe, 
or for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and 
go out as often as they pleas'd : But this be
ing found out, the Officers afterwards had Orders 
to JJadlock up the Doors on the Outiide, and 
place Bolts on them as they thought fit. 

At another Houfe, as I was inforrn'd, in the 
Street next within Algate, a whole Family \Vas 
ihut up and lock'd in, becaufe the Maid-Servant 
was taken fick; the Mafter of the Houfe had corn· 
plain'd by his Friends to the next A.llerman, and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have 
the Maid carried to the Peft-Houfe, but was re
fufed, fo the Door was marked with a red Crofs, 
a Padlock on the Outfide, as above, and a Watch
man fet to keep the Door according to publick 
Order. 

After the Mafter of the Houfe found there was 
no Remedy, but that he, his \Vife and his Chil
dren were to be lockt up with this poor diftetnper
ed Servant; he call'd to the Watchman, and told 
him,he muft go then and fetch a Nurfe for them, 
to attend this poor ;Girl, for that it would be certain 
Death to the!l\ ?11 to oblige them to nurfe her, 
and t ld him pfainly, that if he wonlcl not do 
this, the Maid muft periih either of the Diftetn-

rer 
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per, or be fl:arv'd for w~nt of Food; for he was 
refolv'd none of his Fam1ly, ihould go near her; 
and :lhe lay in the Garret four Story h1gh, where 
fhe could not Cry out, or call to any Body for 
Help. 

The Watchman confented to that, and went 
and fetch' d a N urfe as he was appointed, and 
brought her to them the fame Evening ; during 
this interval, the Mafier of the Houfc: took his 
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro' his Shop 
into a Bulk or StalJ, where formerly a Cobler had 
far, before or under his Shop-window ; but the 
Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuch a difmal 
Time as that, was dead or remov'd, and fo he had 
the I<.ey in his own keeping ; having made his 
Way into this Stall, which he cou'd not have done, 
if the Man had been at the Door, the Noife he 
was obliged to make, being fuch as would have 
alam'd the Watchman; I fay, having made his 
Way into this StalJ, he fatfiill till the Watchman 
return' d with the Nurfe, and a1l the next Day al
fo; but the Night following, having contriv'd to 
fend the Watchman of another trifling Errand, 
which as I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a 
Plafter for the Maid, which he was to fray for 
the making up, or fome other fuch Errand that 
might fecure his flaying fame Time; in that 
Time he conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out 
of the Houfe, and left the Nurfe and the Watch· 
man ro bury the poor Weuch ; that is, throw her 
into the Cart, and take care of the Houfe. 

I cou'd give a great many fuch Stories as thefe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that 
difmal Year, I met with, that is heard of, and 
which are very certain to be true, or very near the 
Tuth ; that is to fay, true in the General, for 
no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Par· 
ticulars : There was likewife Violence ufed with 

the 
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the Watchmen, as ·a:as reported in abundance of 

ot~ Places; and I believ~, that from the Beginning 
iiO" of the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs 
wt than eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or fo 
' wounded as to be taken up for Dead, which was 
, · fnppos' d to be done by the People in the infeeted 
ir::. Houfes which were fhnt up, and where they at
~i tempted to come out, and were oppos"' d. 
: , Nor indeed con' d 1efs be expeB:ed, for here were 
'f juH: fo many Prifons in the Town, as there were 

Houfes fhut up; and as the People fhut up or im
prifon'd fo, were guilty of no Crime, only fhut up 
becaufe miferable, it was really the more intollera-
ble to them. · 

le had alfo this Difference ; that every Prifon, 
as we may call it, had but one J aylor ; and as he 
had the whole Houfe to Guard, and t'1at many 

r Houfes were {o fituated, as that they had feveral 
Ways out, fome more, fome lefs,and fome into feveral 

. Streets; it was impoffible for one Man fo to Guard 
all the Pa£Tages, as to prevent the efcape of Peo
ple, made dcfperate by the fright of their Circum
fiances, by the Refentment of their ufage, or by 
the raging of the Difiemper ic felf; fo that they 
would talk to the Watchman on one Side of the 
Houfe, while the Family made their efcape at ano
ther. 

For example, in Coleman·ftreet, there are a bun· 
dance of Alleys, as appears Hill; a Houft: was flmt 
up in that they call Whites-Alley, and tl1is Houfe 
had a back \Vindow, not a Door into a Court, 
which had a Paffage in to Bell-Alley ; a W arch
man was fer by the Confiable, at the Door of this 
Houfe, and there he flood, or his Comrade Night 
and Day, while the Family \x.·ent all away in the 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court, 
and left the poor Fellows warding, and watching, 
for near a Fortnight. 

Not 
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Not far from the fame Place, they blow'd up 

a Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the 
· poor Fellow dreadfully, and while he made hi· 

dious Crys, and no ·Body would venture to come 
near to help him ; the whole Family that were able 
to fiir, got out at the Windows one Story high; two 
that were left Sick, calling out for Help; Care 
was taken to give them Nurfes to look after them, 
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after 
the Plague was abated they return' d, but as no· 
thing cou' d be prov'd, fo nothing could be done 
to them. 

It is to be confider' d too, that as thefe were Prifons 
without Barrs and Bolts, which our common Pri· 
fons are furnijh'd with, fo the People let themfelves 
down out of their Windows, even in the Face of 
the Watchman, bringing Swords or Pifiols in their 
Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to :fhoot 
him, if he fiir'd, or call'd for Help. 

In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls, 
or Pales between them and their Neighbours; or 
Yards, and back- Houfes ; and thLfe by Friend· 
:fhip and Entreaties, would get leave ro get over 
thofe Walls, or Pales, and fo go out at their 
Neighbour's Doors; or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro' m the Night; 
{o that in lhort, the fln1tting up of Houfes, was 
in no \vife to be depended upon; neither did it 
anfwer the End at .all; ferving more to make the 
People defperate, and drive them to fuch Extremi· 
ties, as that, they would break out at all Adven· 
tures. 

i\nd that which v;ras fiill worfe, thofe that did 
thus break outJ fpread the Intl;Clion farther by their 
wandring about with tne D1ftemper upon them, 
in their defperate Circumfiances> than they would 
otherwife 1 ave done; for whoever confiders all the 
Particulars in fuch Cafes mufi acknowlede; and we 

call· 
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cannot doubt but the fererity of thofe Confine
ments, made many People defperate ; and made 
rhem run out ot their Houfes at all Hazards, and 
with the Plague \'illbly upon them., not knowing 
either whither to go, or what to do, or indeed, 
what they did ; and many that did fo, were dri
ven to dreadful Exigences and Extremeties, and 
Perifi1'd in the ... trcets or Fields for meer Want, or 
drop' cl down, by che raging violence of the Fever 
upon them : Others virandred into the Country, 
and went forward any Way, as their Defperation 
guided them, not knowing whether they went or 
would go, ti ~ l faint and tir'd, and not getting any 
Relief; the Houfes and Villages on the Road,· 
refuG.ng to admit them to lodge, whether infected 
or no; they have perilh 'd by the Road Side, or 
gotten into Barns and dy'd there, none daring 
to come tothcm, or relieve them, tho' perhaps not 
infefted, for no Body would believe them. 

On the other Hand, when the Plague at fir!t 
fdz'd a Family, that is to fay, when any one Body 
of the Family, had gone our, and unwarily or other
wife catch'd the Dificmper and brought it Home:. 

·v it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was l·nown to the Officers, who, as you will fee 

· by the Order, were appointed to examine into 
the Circumfiances of all fick Perfons, when they 
heard of the ·r being lick. 

In this IntenraJ, between their being taken Sick, 
and the Examiners coming, the Mafier of the 
Houfe had Leifure and Lib rty to remove himfelf, 
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and 
many did fo : But the great di~.lfier was, that ma
ny did thus, after they were really infeB:ed them
f~lves, and fo carrfd the Difeafe into the Houfes 
of thofe who were fo Hofpitable as to receive 
them, which it mufr be confefs'd wa1 very cruc:l 
and ungrateful. 

F 
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And this was in Part, the Reafon of the general 

Notion, or fcandal rather, wh1ch went about of 
the Temper of People infeaed ; Namely, that they 
did not take the leafl: care, or make any Scruple of 
infetting other ; tho' I cannot fay, but there 
might be fame Truth in it too, but not fo general 
as was reponed. What natural Reafon could be 
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when 
they might conclude them{elves juH going to ap· 
pear at the Barr of Divine J ufi:ice, I know not: 
I atn very v:ell fatisfy' d, that it cannot be recon· 
cil'd to Relig ·on and Principle, any more than it 
can be to GeneroGty and Humanity ; but I may 
(peak of that again. 

I am fpeaking now of People made defperate, 
by the Apprehenfions of their being !hut up, and 
their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either 
before or after they were fhut up, whofe Mifery 
\vas not Jeflen'd, when they were out, but fadly 
encreafed: On the other Hand, many that thus 
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other flou· 
es, where they lock' d themfclves up, and ke~t 

l1id till the Plague was over; and many Faml· 
lies fore(!;'eing the Approach of the Difiemper, laid 

p Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole 
Families, and thut them(dves up, and that fo entire· 
ly that they vrere m:ither feen or heard of, till the 
Infection was quite c<:·afcd, and then came abroad 
Sound and \V ell: I might reco Iect feveral fuch 
as thefe, and gi\re you the Particular of their 
Managemet t; for dDubrlef:, ·r was the mofr ef· 
feEtual fecure Step that cot 'J be taken for fuch, 
vv-hofe Circumfi:ance would not admit them to re· 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
rhc Cafe; for in being t 1u , !hut up, th y ,vere as 
if they had beer a h~.mdred Mile off : Nor do I 
remember, th t any one of thofe Famiiies mifca· 
ry'd; amona thefe, fcveral Dutch Merchant-s were 

particu· 
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IJarticularly re1nark~ble, who kept their Houfes 
like little Garrifons hefieged, fuffering none to g·o 
in or out, or con1e near the1n; l"'articularly one in 
a Court in Tbrockmorto11 Street, whofe Houfe look
ed into nrapers Gttrden. 

But I come bark to the C1fe of Fatnilies infeCt
eel, and {but up by the MagiH:rates; the Mifery 
of thofe Fa1nilies is not o be exprefs'd, and it was 
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moft 
difi11al Shrieks and Ont·cries of the 1;oor People 
terrified, and even frighted to Death, hy the Sight 
of the Condition of their cleareft Relations, and by 
the Terror ofb ing imprifoned as they were. 

I remember, and while I am writing this Sto
r}r, I think I hear the very Sound of it, a certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a young 11aiden a
bout I 9 Years old, and who was pofleffed of a ve
ry C_onfiderable Fortune; they \Vere only Lod
gers In the Houfe where they were: The young 
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been a
broad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houfe was not fuut up ; but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 
complain'd fhe was not w 11; in a quarter of an 
Honrmore,fhe vomited, and had a violent Pain in 
her Head. Pray God, fays her 1-rlother in a terrible 
Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper! The 
Pain in her Head increaiing, her Mother ordered 
the Bed to be ~ann'd, anrt. refolved to put her to 
Bel; and prepared to give her things to fweat, 
which was the ordinary Remedy to be taken, 
when the firft .A11prehcnGons of the Diftemper 
began. 

'\Vhile the Bed was airing, the Mother undref
fed the young 'Voman, and juft as fhe was laid 
down in the Bed, fhc looking upon her Body with 
a Candle, immediately difcovered the fatal To
kens on the Infide of her Thighs. Her lvlother 
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not being ahle to contain h~rfelf. threw. dcwn 
her Candle, and fcriekt ont 111 fi1ch a fng11tful 
11anner~ t 11at it was enough to place Horro~ upon· 
the ftoutdt Heart in the ~r orld ; nor was 1t one 
Skream, or one Cry, but the Fri~ht, having feiz'd 
her Spirits, the fainteJ firft, then recovered, then 
ran all over the Houfc, up the Stairs ancl down the 
Stairs, like one c1iftraCted, and indecLl really was 
diftraCted, and continued fcreching and crying 
out for feveral Hours, void of all Senfe, or at leaft, 
Government of her Senfes, and as I' was told, ne
ver catne throughly to herfelf ag;nin : As to t1e 
young 'Nlaidcn, ilie was a dead Corpfe fr m that 
Moment; for the Gangren which occ~finns the 
Spots had fpread her w11ole BodY and ihe r1ied 
in lefs than two Flours : But ftill the ~1rther 
continued crying out, not knowing anv Thing 
more of her Child, feveral Hours after ihe was 
dead. It is fo lon~ ago., that I ?lTI not certain, 
but I thi11k the 1 1oth er never recover'd, but died 
in two or three Weeks after. 

This was ?.n extraordinary Cafe, and I atn there-
' fore the tnore particular jn- it, becanfe I came fo 

tnnch to the Knowledge of it; but there were in
nutncrable fuch like Cafes, ancl it was feldom, 
that the V"eklv Bjll came in, but there were 
two or three pnt- in frigbtcd, that is, tbat may well 
be call)d, frjghted to Death: But befides thofe, 
who were fo frighted tn clie n 1on t 1e Sr,ot. there 
·were g ·eat Tun1bers fL·ig11tC'd to other Extreams, 
fo·nc frigh cd out fth(i-~ .:enfcs, f01ne out of their 
.r tfetnor/ and fern~ ont r{ ',~eir Unclerftanding: 
.But I ret' r·1 to ·he 11mt ing 1p of f. oufcs. 

As fevera l eorle, I fay, got out (f their -Iou,..es 
y .. ~tratagon, after the _r were fhut up foot ffS 

got out hy bribjng th "\\r atdtnen, a~1d gi,·ing 
- e.n .11:0 1e r to] et th 111 go rivate1y out in the 
1 ight. n_uft confi fi) I thought it at that time, 

the 
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the moft innocent Corruption, or Bribery·, that a-

llfZ • ny Man could he guilty of; and therefo e <'onld 
'
1 

not but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard 
llrJ when three of thofe \Vatchrnen, w re -publickly 
·~~ whipt thro' the Streets, for fnfleri11g People to go 

out of Honfes iliut up. 
tl: But notwithftanding that Severity, :Nloney pre-
~ vail'd Nit!l the 1)oor 1\·Ien, and 1nany Families 

found Means to makeSalleys out, and efcape that 
wa r af er they had been ihut up; but thefe were 
gerierally fi1ch as had fmne Places to retreat to; and 
tho' there was no ea fie pailing the Roads any wh ·
ther, after the firft of Augztjl, yet there were many 
Ways of retreat) and particularly, as I hinted,fome 
got -Tents and fet then1 up in the Fields, carrying 

. Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Provifions to eat, and 
fo liv'd in them as Hennits in a Cell; for no Bony 

re: would ventnre to come near them; and feveral 
Stories were tol:l offl1eh ; fome l·o1nica1, fome tra· 
gical, fome who liv'd like waedring Pilgrims in 

· the De arts, and cfcapcd bv 111aking themfelvrs 
Exiles in fuch a Manner as is fcarce to be credit
eel, and who ytt enjoyed more Liberty than was 
to lY~ cxpc.Ctecl in fuch Cafes. 

I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their 
_infinan, \vho being ·fingle r1cn, but that hacl 

' ftay'd in the City too long to get away, and 
jndced, not knowing where to go to have any Re
trc:lt, nor ha -ing where\ rith to travel far, took 
~ Conrfe for their 0\'111 Prc1c1 vat1on) which, t 11o' 
in it felf at firft, dcrperate, yet was fo natural, 
that it may be wonched, th;t no more did fo at 
that Time. They were but of mean Condition, 
and y t not fo very poor, as that they could not 
fl rni{h themfel ves with fc tne little Convenie -
cies, fuch as 111ight fcrve to keep Life and Sot 1 
togeth r · and finding the Dii1:e1nper · ncreafir:~ 
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in a terrible Manner, they refo1ved to fuift, a 
wen as they could, and to be gone. 

One of then1 had been a Solclier in the late 
\Vars, an(l before that in th~ Low Countries, and 
having been bred to no partlcular Etnl)loyment 
but his Anns; and befid.es being wounded, and 
n t able to work very hard, had for fon1e Time 
been etnploy·d at a Baker'~ of Sea Bisket i 1Z 

1Yapping. 
The Brother of this !\fan was a Seatnan too, but 

fotne how or other, hacl been hurt of one Leg, 
that he could not go to Sea, but had work'd for 
his Living at a Sail.r iakcrs in TP"apping, or there 
a bouts; and being a good Husbz nd, had laid up 
feme Money, and was the richeft of the Three. 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by 
Trade, a handy Fellow; and he had no "r ealth, 
but his Box, or Basket of Tools, with the Help 
of which he could at any Time get his Living, 
fuch a Time as this excepted, wherever he went, 
")nd he liv'd near Sbadwel. 

They all 1i v' d in Stepney Parilli, w hi eh, as I 
have faid, being the laH: that was infec:ted, or at 
leaft vio1ently, they ftay'd there till they evi· 
dentl;r fa"v the Plague was abating at the \\rell: 
Part of the Town, and coming towards the Eaft 
wher-... they liv'd. 

'fhe tory of thof~ three ~Jen, if the Reader 
will be content to have me give it in thc:r own 
Pcrfons, \virhout taking upon me to citb r vouch 
tbe Particulars, or anfwer for any 1\-fiHakcs. I fl a.l 
oi~e as di!rnEtly as I can, believing rbc Hiftory 
will be a ''ery good Pattern for any poor Man to 

f, llo u, in cafe the like Publick efoiation ll ou1d 
h·'ppen here ; and if there may be ·10 fuch 0::-ca· 
fion, which God of his infinite lvlercy grant 11s, fiill 
.he ~tory.may ha e its Ufe_s fo m..,n}' \Vays 'Jsthat 
lt w1l1, I 1ope, never be [,ud hat the elating has 
bet·n unprofitable. I fay 
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I fay all this previous to the Hifiory, having 

yet, for the prefent, much more to fay before I 
quit my own Part. 

I went all the fidl Par .. of the Time freely about 
the Streets, tho' not fo freely as to run my felf 
into apparent Danger, c.:cept when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church· Yard of our Parifh of At
gate ; a terrible Pit it w l'' and I could not refift 
my Curio!ity to go and fee it; as near as I may 
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about 
15 or 16 Foot broad; and at the Time I firfi look
ed at it, about nine Foot deep ; but it was faid, 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the \Va
ter~ for they had it feems, dug feveral large Pits 
before this, for tho' the Plague was long a-com
ing to our Po1rifh, yet when it did come, there was 
no Padh in or about London, where it raged with 
fuch Violence as in the two Panfhes of A/gate and 
U1biteChapel. 

I fay they had dug fcver~l Pits in another Ground> 
'"hen the Difiempcr began ro fpn:ad in our P£rdh, 
and cfpccia:ly when the Dt:ad-Carts began to go 
about, which, was not in our Parifh, till the be
ginning of Auguft. · Into the[~ Pits they had put 
perhaps 5o or 6o Bodies l'ach, then they made 
larger Hoks, wherein they buried all that the 
Cart brought in a \V et+, \vhich by the middle, to 
the End of Auguft, came to, from 200 to 400 a 
\Ve l·; and they could not well dig them larger, 
becaufe of the Order of the Magifirates, conf1ning 
them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the 
Surface ; a11d the Watt:r coming on, a.t about 17 
or 18 Foor, they could not well, I fay, put more: 
in one Pit ; but now at the Beginning of September, 
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the 
Nnmber of Burials in our Pariih inct·eafing to more 
than was ever buried in any Pa.ri111 abont Londo1, 
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o£ no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful 
Gulph to be dua; for fuch it \A· as rather than a Pit. 

'I'hey had f~ppofed this Pit would have fup
ply'd them for a ¥onth ~r more, when th_ey dug 
it and fome blam d the Church-Wardens tor fuf
fe~ing fi.1ch a frightful Thing, telling them they 
were making Preparations to bury the whole Pa
rilh, and the like ; but Time made it appear, the 
Church-Wardens knew the Condirion of the Parifh 
better than they did; for the Pit being finiilied the 
4th of September, I thjnk, they began to bury in it 
the 6th, and by the.2o, which was jufi two \Veeks 
they had thrown into it r I 14 Bodies, when they 
'vere obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then 
come to lie within fix Foot of the Snrface : I doubt 
not but there may be fome antient Perfons ali\'e in 
the Parifh, who can jufiify the Fact of this, and are 
able to thew even in what Part of the Church
Yard, the Pit 14y, better than I can; the Mark 
of. it alfo was many Years to be (een in the Church· 
Yard on the Surface lying in Length, Parallel with 
the Pa!lage which goes by the Wefi: \V all of the 
Church Yard, out of Houndfditch, and turns Eafl: 
again into White-Chappd, coming out near the three 
Nuns Inn. 

It was about the 1oth of Septemb~r, that my Cua 
riofity led, or rather drove me to go and fee this 
Pit again, ''hen there had been near 400 People 
buried in it; and I was not content to fee it in 
the Day· time, as I had done b.efore; for then tl ere 
\vould ha' e been nothing to have been feen but 
the loofe Earf1 ; for ali the Bodies that were thrown 
in, w,..re imm diately covered with Earth, by thofe 
th v ca.H'd rbc Buryers, which at other Times \vere 
cal('d Beare1s; but I refoh/d to go in the Night 
and li t: fom ' of them throv;rn in. 

'.fl re , ... :1s :z firitt Order to preveut People com
jng t thofe Pits, 2nd that vas only to prevent 
lnfccrion: But after fome Tjme, that Order was 

more 
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rr, 

more nece!fary, for People that were Infect:ed, and 
~ i near their End, and dilirious alfo, would run to 
~ thofe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rugs, and throw 
~ . themfelves in, and as they faid, bury themfelves : I 
··cannot fay, that the Officers fuffered any willingly 
to lie there ; but I have heard, that in a great 

.t':Pit in Fin.rbury, in the Parifh of Cripplegate, it lying 
~r' open then to the Fields; for it was not then wall'd 
t1 about, came and threw themfelvcs in, and ex4 

I pi red there, before they threw any Earth upon 
, them ; and that when they came to bury others, 
, and found them there, they were quite dead, tho~ 
· not cold. 
, This may fcrve a little to defcr.ibe the dreadful 
; Condition of that Day, tho' it is impoffible to fay 
any Thing that is able to give a trne Idea of it to 

: thole who did not fee it, other than this ; that it 
was indeed very, very, very dreadful, and fuch as no 

. Tongue can exprefs. 
I got Admittance into the Church· Yard by being 

acquainted with the Sexton, \vho attended, who 
· tho' he did not rcfufe me at all, yet earndlly per
. ft.vaded me not to go; telling me very feriouOy, 
for he was a good religious and fenfible Man, that 
it was indeed, their Buiinefs and Duty to venture, 
and to run all Hazards ; and that in it they might 
hope to be pref~rv'd; b 1t that I had no apparent 
Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which he faid, 
he believ'd I wouiJ not pretend, was fufficient to 
jufrfy my running that Hazard. I told him I had 
been prefs'd in my Mind to oo, and that perhaps 
it might be an Infiruding Sight, that might not 
be without its Ufes. Nay, fays the ,good Man, 
if you will ventm·e upon that Score, 'Name ofGod 
go in; for depend upon it, 'twill be a Sermon to 
you, it may be, the bell: that ever you heard in 
your Life. 'Tis a [peaking Sight, fays he, and 
has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all 
to Repentance; and with that he opened the Door 
and faid, G , if Jou will.. · 
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His Difcourfe had fltock'd my Refolution a lit· 

le, and I flood wavering for a good while; but 
juft at that Interval I faw two Links come over 
from the End of the Minorits, ~nd heard the Bell· 

an and then appear'd a ead-Cart, ns thr:y calfd 
it, coming over the Streecs fo I could no long· 
er rcfift my De fire of feeing it, and went in: 
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firfi, 
·n the Church-Yard, or going into it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 

r rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when 
they came up, to the Pit, they faw a Man go 
o and again, mu fled up in a brown Cloak, and 
ma ing Motions with his Hands, under hi 
Cloa , as if he was in a great Agony; and the B~· 
rier immediately gathered about him, fuppofing 
he was one of thofe poor dilirious, or defperate 
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have [aid, to 
bury themfelves; he faid nothing as he wal·'d a· 
bout but two or three times groaned very deeply, 

nd loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart. 
When the Buryers came up to him they foon found 
e was neither a Perfon infec-ted and defperate, as 
have obferved above, or a Perfon difiemper~ 

ed in Mind, but one opprefs,d with a dread .. 
ful \V eight of Grief indeed, having his \Vife and 
everal of his Children, all in the Cart, that was 

juft come in with him, and he followed in an Age· 
!1Y and excefs of Sorrow. lie mourned heartily, as 
it was eafy to fee, b t with a kind of l\1afculine 
Grief, that could no give ic [elf V cnt by Tears, 
and calmly defiring the Buriers to let him alone, 
!aid he would only f~e the Bodies thrown in, and 
go away, fo they left importuni 1g him; but no foon· 

r was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies fbor 
j 1to tl"le Pit promifcuoufly, \ hi eh was a urprize to 
him, for he at leafi expected they would have been 

ccn ly laid in_, tho' · ndeed he was afterward 
con-
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inced that was impraccible ; I fay, no foonec 

id he fee the ~ Sight, but he cry'd out aloud un
ble to contain him{ elf; I could not hear what 
e faid, but he vent backward two or three Steps, 

and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and too\· him up, and in a little While he came to 
himfclf, and they led him away to the Pye Tavern 

~ over-againfl. the End of Houndfditch, where, it feems, 
' the Man was known, and where they took care of 
him. He look' d into the Pit again, as he went a-

,; \vay, but t~e Buriers had covered the Bodies fo im
. mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho' there 

was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and 
. Candles in them, plac'd all Night round the Sides 
1 of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, feven oc 

eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be 
feen. 

This was a mournful Scene indeed, ~md affected 
me almofi as much as the refi; but the other was 
awfnl, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix
teen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than 
naked, or · fo loofe, that what Covering they had 
fell from them, in the fl1ooting OLlt of the Cart 
and they fell quite naked among the rcfl:; but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one elfe, feeing they were all dead, 
and were to be huddled together into the com
mon Grave of 11ankind, as we may call it, for her 
\va no Difference made, but Poor J.'ld Rich went 
tog ther; there was no other way of Burials, nei
ther was it poffible there fhould, for Coffins were 
not t be had for the prodigious Numbers that feU 
in fuch a Calami .. y a this. 

It was reponed by wav of ScanJal upon the Bu
ricr ·, that if any Corpfe was delivered to them, 
decently wound up as we catl'd it then, in a \Vind
ing Sheet y'd over the Head and Feet, which 

fomc 
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fome did, and which was generaliy of good Lineni 
I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were fO 
wicked as to Itrip them in the Cart, and carrY 
them quite naked to the Ground : But as I can no· 
eafily credit any thing fo vile among Chrifiians, 
and at a Time [o fill 'd with Terrors, as that was, 
1 can only relate it and lea \·e ic undetermined. 

Innumerable Stories alfo vent about of the cruel 
Behaviours and Practifes of Nurfes, who tended the 
Sick, and of their hafiening on the Fate of thofe 
they tended in their Sicknds: But I ihall fay more 
of this in its Place. 

I was indeed fhock'd with this Sight, it almoft 
overwhelm'd me, and I \~rent away with my Heart 
mofi afflicted and full of the afflicting Thoughrs, 
fuch as I cannot defcribe; jufi at my going out of 
the Church, and turning up the S reet towards my 
own Houfe, I fJ w another Cart with Links, ard 
a Be lman going before, coming out of Harrow· 
Alley, in the Butcher-Ro'w, on the other Side ot the 
V J y, and bein~, as I percei n:d, very full of dead 

Bodies, it went directly ov~r the Scrcet aJlo toward 
the Church : I .llood a while, but I had no Sto· 
mach to go bac'· again to Cl e the fame difmal 
Scene over again, fo I went dir fr:y Home, where 
I could not but confider with Thankful1 fs, the 

ifquc I had run, believing I had gotten no I · 
jury; a indeed I had not. 

Here tLe poor unhappy G ntlem.,n's Gri f came 
into n: y he:ld again, and indeed I could tJot but 
:fhed Tears in the Refl Ction upon it, pe1haps more 
th n he d 'd himlelf; bur l1 is C (e lay {o heavy 
u n my ~1ind, that I could not prevail with n1y 
felf, but that I mull: go out a~aiq b o the Street, 
(tnfl go to the P~e-Tavenz, r fo ving to enquire 
, hat bec2mc of Jum. 

It \V as by this 'fj me one a- c· ""Ck in the Morn· 
··1g, and . 7 t t 1e poor Gentleman was thpre; the 

Truth 
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I/ Truth was, the People of the Houre knowing him,· 
~~ had entertain'd him, and kept him there all the 
lt! Night, notwithftanding the Danger of being infe-

B:ed, by him, ·tho' it appear'd the Man was per-
!!! feEtly found h · mfelf. . 

Ir is with Regret, that I take Notice of this 
~ Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
:obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this 

of· Time kept their Houfe open, :tnd their Trade go· 
t: ing on, tho' not fo very publickly as formerly; but 
. thet e was a dreadful Set of Fellows that ufed their 

Houfe, and who in the middle of all this Horror 
met there every Night, behaved with all the Re

i: veiling and roaring extravagances, as is ufual for 
c fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to 
fuch an oftePlive Degree, that the very Mafier and 

~ Mdhefs of the Houf~ grew firfl: afham 'd aand then 
: territ} 'd at them. 

They fat generally, in a Room next the Street,' 
rand as they al\vays kept late Hour~, fo when the 
. Dead· Cart came crofs the Street End to go into 
Huunds-ditcb, which was in View o.f the Tavern 
Windows ; they would frequently open the Win ... 
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look out 
at them ; and as they might often hear fad Lamen
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win .. 
dows, as the Cans went alot g, they would make 
their inpudent Mock~ and Jeers at them, efpecially 
if they heard the poor People call npon God- to 
have 1ercy upon them, as many would do at thofe 
Times in their ordinary pJffing along the Streets. 

Thcfe Gentlemen bcingfomethingdifiurb'd with 
the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into 
the Houfe, as above, were tlrfi angry, and very 
hi h with the Mafier of the Houfe, for fuffering 
fuch a Fellow, as they call,d him, to be brought 
out of :he Grave into their Houfe; but being an· 
fwered, tl at the an was a Neighbour, and that 

he 
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he was follnd, but overwhelmed with the Cala· 
mity of his Family, and the like, they turned the.: 
Anger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for 
his Wife and Children; taunted him with wan 
of Courage to leap into the great Pit, and go to 
Heaven, as they jeeringly exprefs'd ir, along wd 
them, adding fome very profane, and even blafphe· 
mous Expreffions. 

They were at this vile Work when I came back 
to the Houfe, and as far as I could fee, tho' tn~ 
Man fat fiil1, mute and difconfolate, and their 
Affronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he wa1 
both griev'd and offended at their Difcourfe: Upon 
this, I gently reprov' d them, being well enough ac
quainted with their CharaCters, and not unknow: 
in Perfon to two of them. 

They immediately feU llpon me \vi rh ill Language 
and Ottths; ask'd me what I did ont of my Grm, 
at fuch a Time when fo many honr:fter Alen were 
carried into· the Church· Yard? and why 1 was nor 
at Home faymg my Prayers,againfi the Dead-Carr 
came for me? and the like. 

I \vas ii deed afioniihed at the Impudence oftne 
Men, tho, not at all di(compofed at their Treat· 
ment of me ; however I kept my Temper; I rol~ 
them, that tho' I dety,d them, or any Man in r~e 
World to tax me with any n,11Jonefly, yet I acknow· 
ledg'd, that in this terrible Judgment of God, r.:a· 
ny better than I was fwept away, and carri d to 
their Grare: But to anfwer their Quefiion direEt':·, 
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferred bJ 
that great Go?, w!1ofe Name they had Bl~fph~m· 
cd and taken m va111, by curilng aud fweartng tn a 
dreadful Manner; and that I believed I was pre· 
ferv'd in particular, among other Ends, of h1~ 
Good ne(~, that I might reprove them for their au· 
daciou:>Boldnefs, jn behav:ng in fucha Manner, ana 
in fuch an ~wtul ' ime s this w s, efp cially, f~r 

their 
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·· their Jeering and Mocking, at an honefl: Gentleman, 
'!. and a Neighbour, for {ome of them knew him, who 

they f.·nv was overwhelm'd with Sorrow, forth 
Breaches which it had pleas' d God to make upon 
his Family. 

I cannot call exaCt:Iy to Mind the hellilli abomi
nable Rallery, which was the Return they made to 
that Talk of mine, being provoked, it feems, that 
I was not at all afraid to be free with them; nor if 
I could remember, would I fill my Account with 

" any of the \Vords, the horrid Oaths, Curfes, and 
· vile Expreffions, fuch, as at that time of the Day. 
' even the worit and ord inariell People in the Street 

would not ufe ; r for except fuch hardened Crea
. tu res as thefe, the mofi wicked wretches that could 

be found, had at that ~fime fome Terror upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could 
thus, in a Moment dellroy them.) 

But that which was the worfi in·au their devil
li!h Langt1age \Vas, that they Were not afraid to 
blafpheme God, and talk Atheifiically; making a 
Jefi at my calling the Plague the Hand of God, 
mocking, and even laughing at the \Vord Judgment, 
as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the 
inflicting fuch a defolating Stroke ; and that the 
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts 

' carrying away the dead Bodies was all enthufia .. 
Hick, abfurd, and impertinent. 

I made them fome Reply, fuch as I thought pro
per, but which I found was fo far from putting 
a Checque to their horrid \V ay of [peaking, that it 
made them rail the more, fo that I confefs it fill'd 
me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came 
away, as I told them, left the Hand of that Judg
ment which had vifited the whole City fhould glo
rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were 
uear them. 
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· They received all Reproof with the utmofi Con· 
tempt, and rr.ade the grear-efl: Mockery that \\'as po
fible for them to do at me, giving me all the op
probrious infolent Scoffs that they could rh111k offor 
preaching to them, as they call'd it,. which indeed, 

. grieved me, rather than angred me; and went a· 
way bleffing God, hov.;rever, in my Mind, that I had 
not fpar'd them, tho' they had infulted me fo much. 

They continued this wretched Courfe) three or 
. four Day after this, continua !1y mocking and jeer· 
ing at all that fhew' d themfelves rei igious, or ftri· 
ous, or that were any way touch'd with the S nee 
of the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I wa~ 
inform'd they floated in the fame ~1anner, at the 
good People, who, notwithfl:anding the Contagion, 

· met at the Church, fafied, and prayed to God to 
remove his. Hand from them. 

I fay, they continued this dreadful Courfc three 
or four Days, I think it was no more, when one of 
them, particularly he \vho ask'd the poor Gentle· 
man what he did out of his Gra've ? \vas firuck from 
Heaven with the Plague, and died in a mofi de· 

. p1orab1e Manner; and in a Word they were every 
one of tliem carri~?d into the great Pit, which I 
have mentioned above, b~.::fore it was quire fill'd 
up, which was not above a Fortnight or thereabout. 

tihe[e Men were guilty ot many extravagances, 
fuch as one would think, Human Nature fiwuld 
have trembled at the Thoughts or~ at fuch a Time 
ofgener ~ J Terror, as was .then upon us; and parti· 
ticu]ariy fcoffing and mocking at every thing which 
they happened to le~, that \vas religious among 
the People, efpecial_ly at their thronging zealoufiy 
to the Place of publrck \Vodhip, to implore Mer~Y 
from Heaven in fuch a Time ofDifircfs; and ti11S 
Tavern, where they held their Club, being w~thin 
View of the Church Door, they had the more: par· 
ticnlarOccafion for tlleir Atheiftical profaneMirrh. 

But 
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But this begaft to abate a little with them before the Accident, which I have related, happened; for the Infetl:ion increafed fo violently, at this Part of the 

Town now, that People began to be afraid to come to the Church, at leafi fuch Numbers did not refort 
thither as was ufual; many of the Clergymen like:vi~e • were Dead; and others gone into the Country ; tor 1t really required a fieady Courage, and a firong Faith~ for a Man not only to venture being in Town at fuc~ a Time as this, but likewife to venture to come to Church and perform the Office of a Minifier to a Congregation, of whom he had reafon to belie~e ma· ny of them, were aetually infeCted with the Plague; and to do this every Day, or twice a Day, as in fome Places was done. -

It is true, the People !hew' d art extraordinatx Zeal in thefe religious Exercifes, and as the Church Doors were always open, People would go in fingle at all Times, whether the Minifier was officiating or no, and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 
Others aifembled at Meeting-Houfes, every one as · their different Opinions in fuch Things gu~ded, but all were promifcuouOy the Subjea of the{e Mens Drotle· ry, efpecially at the Beginning of the Vifitation• 
It feems they had been check' d for their open infulting Religion in this Manner, by feveral good People 

of every perfwaGon, and that, and the violent raging of the Infection, I fuppofe, was the Occafion that: · they had abated much of their Rudenefs, for fd~e time before, and were only rous' d by the Spirit ofRibaldry,and Atlteifm, at the Clamour which was made, . when the Gentleman was firfi brought in there, and perhaps, were agitated by the fame . Devil, when I took upon me to reprove them; tho' I did it at firft with all the Calmnefs, Temper, and Good-Manners that I could, which, for a \vhile, they infulted me the more for, thinking it had been in fear of their Re.: fcntment, tho' afterwards they found the contrary.-
G 1 - ~ 



8t M E I\1 o 1 R s of 
I went Home indeed, griev'd and afflicted in my 

Mind at the Abominable W ickednefs of thofe Men 
not loubting, however, that they would be made 
dreadful Examples of God's Juflice; for I look'd up
this difmal Time to be a particular Seafon of Divine 
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occafion, 
tingle out the proper Objetts, of his Difpleafure, in a 
more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano
ther Time; and that, tho' I did believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calami· 
ty, and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the 
eternal State of any one, by their being difiinguifh'd in 
fuch a Time of general Ddl:ruction, neither one Way 
or other; yet I fay, it could not but feem reafonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit to fpare by 
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fhould 
infult his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his Wodhip and Worihipers, at fuch a Time, 
no not tho' his Mercy had thought fit to bear with, 
and fpare them at other Times : That this was a Day 
of Vifitation; a Day of God's Anger; and thofe 
Words came into my Thought. Jcr. v. 9· Shall I not 
vtjit for the[e thing_s, faith the Lord, and /hall not my 
Soul be avenged of jucb a Nation as this ? 

Thefe Thing5', I fay, lay upon my Mind; and I 
'vent home very much griev~d and opprefs'd with the 
Horror of thefe Mens Wickednefs, and to think that 
any thing could be fo vile, fo hardened, and fo not~ 
rioui1y wicked, a5 to infult God and his Servants, 
and .his W odhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a 
Time as this was; when he had, as it were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on purpofe to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on the whole Nation. 

1 had indt:ed, been in fome Paffion, at firH, with 
them, tho' it was really raifed, not by any Affront 
they had offered me perfonally, but by the Horror 
thetr blafpheming Tongues fiU'd me with; however, 
I was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Refent· 

cnt I retain'd was not all upon my own private Ac· 
,oun~, 
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan.:. 
guage too, I mean Perfonally; but after fome Paufe, 
and having a \V eight of Grief upon my Mind, I re
tir~d my felf, as foon as I came home, for I Lkpt not 
that Night, and giving God mofl: humble;: ~fhanks for 
my Prefervarion in the eminent Danger I had been in~ 

:cl~ · I fet my Mind ferioulJy, and with the utmofi Earnefl:
nefs, to pray for thofe defparate Wretches, tl1at God 
would pardon them, open their Eyes, and effectually 
humble them. 

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray 
for thofe ,who difpitefu11y ufed me, but I fully try'd 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction; that it was not 
fiU'd with any Spirit of Refentment as they had of
ended me in particular; and I humbly recommend 

1: the Method to all thofe that would know, or becer
~r, tain, how to dill:inguifh between their real Zeal for 

the Honour of God, and the Effecrs of their private 
Paffions and Refentment. 

But I m ufi go back here to the particular lncident.t 
which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi
fitation, and particularly, to the Time of their fhut• 
ting llp Houfes, in the firll: Part ot1 the Sicknefs; for 
before the Sicknefs was come to hs Height, People 
had more Room to make their Obfcrvations, than 
they _had afterward: But when it was in the Extre
mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communicatiort 
with one another, as before. 

During the fhutting up of Houfes, as I have faid; 
fome Violence was offered to t 1e Watchmen; as to 
'"'oldiers, there were none to be found; the few Guards 
which the King then had, which were nothing like 
the Number, entertaiu'd fine ~:, were difpeds'd, either 
at Oxford with the Cot~rt, or in Quarters in the re
moter Parts of the Country ; f, all detatchmenrs ex
cepted, who did Dllry at t he T er, and at l47hite
Ha!I, and thefe but · ~ry f w; ne "ther am I pnfitive~ 
that there was any other ,uatd t the rrower, thJ.n 
the W.rzrd~rs, as they call'd tl, m, who fiand at the 

· G 1 
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen 
of the Guard; except the ordinary Gunners, who 
were; 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the 
Magazine, who were eaU 'd Armourers: as to Traind· 
Bands, there was no Poffibili ty of raifing any, neither 
if the Lieutenancy, either of London or Middlefex had 
ordered the Drums tq beat for the Militia, would 
any of the Companies, I b~lieve, have drawn to· 
gether, whatever Rifque they had run. 

This made the Watchmen be the lefs regarded, and 
perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed 
againfl: them; I mention it on this Score, to obferve 
that the fetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, 
was ( 1 fl:) of all, not effeaual, but that the People 
broke out, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even 
almofi as often as they pleas' d : And ( zd) that thofe 
that did thus break out, were generally People infeC!· 
ed, who in their Defperation, running about from one 
Place to another, valued not who they injur'd, and 
which perhaps, as I have faid, might give Birth to 
Report, mat it was natural to the infeCted People to 
defire to infeet others, which Report was really falfe. 

And I know it fo well, and in fo many feveral Cafes, 
that I could give feveral Relations of good, pion~, 
and religious People, who, when they have had the D1· 
1lemper1 have betm fo far from being forward to infett 
6>thers, that they have forbid their own Family to 
come' near them, in Hopes of their being prelerved; 
and have even died without feeing their neareR Re· 
lations, lefl: they :fhould be infirumental to give them 
the Difiemper, and infect or endanger them: If then 
there were Cafes wherein the infeB:ed People were 
carelefs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer· 
tainly one of them, if not the chief, namdy, when 
People, who had the Difi~mper, had broken out from 
Houfes which W€re fo lhut up, and having been driven 
to Extremities for Provifion, or for Entertainment, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby lnfirumental involuntarily to inf~a others wh? 
hav~ bee~ ignorant and unw 'fh1s 
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nrq This is one of the Reafons why I believed them, and 
oii do believe frill, that the fhmting up Houfes thus by 
to1· Force, and refiraining, or rather imprifoning People in 
nr~ . their own Houfes, as is faid above, was of little or no 
J~, Service in the Whole; nay, I am of Opinion, it was 
ti 

1
1 rather hurtful, having fore' d thofe de!perate People 

on to wandt:r abroad with the Plague upon them, who 
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds. 

;rt I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken 
to~ out of his Houfe in Alderfgate-Strea, or thereabout, 

went along the Road to Iflingtcn, he attempted to have 
gone in at the Angel-Inn, and afcer•that, at the Wbite
Horfe, two Inns known {till by the fame Signs, but 
was refufed; after which he came to the Pyed Bull, 
an Inn al(o frill continuing the fame Sign ; he asked 
them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to 
be going into Lincolnfhire, and aifuring them of his be ... 
ing very found, and free from the Infection, 'vhich al
fo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way, 

They told him they h:id no Lodging th4t th~y could 
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 
could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fame Dro\'ers 
being expected the next Day with Cattle; fo, if he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might hq.ve it, 
which he did ; fo .a Servant was {ent up with a Candle 
with him, to thew him the Room; he was very well 
drefs,d, and 1ook'd like a Perfon not ufed to lie in a 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fech'd a 
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain 
in fuch a ~odging as this; however the Servant a!I'ur
ing him again, that they had uo better. Well, fays 
he, I mufi make !hift; this is a dreadful tfime, but it 
is but for one Night; fo he fat down upon the Bed
fide, and bad the maid, I think it was, fetch him up a 
Pint of warm Ale; accordingly the Servant went for 
the Ale; but fame Hurry in the Houfe, which per
haps, employed her otherways, put it out of her 
Head; and Jh~ went up no more to hi~. 

G ~ 
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The next Morning feeing no Appearance of the 

Gentleman, fome Body in the Houfe asked the Ser
vant that had fhewed him up Stairs, what was be· 
come of him ? She fiarted ; Alas fays fhe, I never 
thought more of him: He bad me carry him fome 
·warm Ale, but I forgot ; upon which, not the Maid, 
J;ut fo me other Perfon, was fent up to fee after him, 
who coming into the Room found him fl:ark dead, 
and almofi: cold, firetch'd out crofs the Bed; his 
Ctoths were pniled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open 
in a mofl: frightful Pofi:ure, the Rug of the Bed being 
grafpcd hard in one of his Hands; fo that it was plam 
he died foon after the Maid left him, and 'tis proba· 
ble, had the gone up with the Ale, fhe had found him 
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the 
Bed. ·rhe Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any 
one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Di· 
.{lemper, till that Diaficr, which bringing the Infe
crion to the I-:Ioufe, fpread it immediately to other 
Hou~ s round about it. I do not remember how ma· 
ny died in the Houfe;it felf, but I think the Maid 
Servant, who went up firfi with him, fell pre· 
fently ill by the Fright, and feveral others; for where· 
as there died but two in l(Jington of the Plague the 
\Vetk before, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 
1 t'r were of the Plague; this w~s in the Week from 
the l rth of 'J:tly to the 18th. 

Th~re was one Shift that fome Families had, anQ 
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be 
infeB:ed, and tbat was this; '"The Families who in the . ' i1rfl: breaking out ot the Dillemper, fled away in· 
to the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neigh· 
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe 
J-1oufes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and th~ like . 
. .,ome Houfts were indeed, entirely lock' d up, the 
])oors padlockt, the Windows and Doors having 
. _eal- Boards n~il'd over them? aud only the Infpettion 
t them ~ommttted to t1?e ordJOary Watchmen and Pa· 

riih Officers; but thefe were It ' . . .. . . . - . 
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It was thought that there were not lefs than 

Iooco Houfes forfaken of the Inhabitants in the 
City and Suhurbs, i11cluding what was in the Cut . 
Pariibcs, and in Surrey, or the Side of the \\rat er 
they call'd Solltbwark. This was beficles the Nutnbers 
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who \Vere 
fled out of other Families ; fo that in all it was com-
11uted that about 2ooooo People were fled and gone 
111 all : But of this I iball fpeak again : But I men
tion it here on this Account, namely, that it was a 
Rule with thofe who had thus two Houfes in their 
Keeping, or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in 
a Family, before the Maihr of the Family let the 
Examiners, or any other Gfficer, know of it, he im
mediately would fend all the reft of his Fan1ily whe
ther Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, to fitch 
other Houfe which he had fo in Charge, and then 
giving Notice of the fick Perfon to the Examiner, 
have a Nurfe, or Nurfes appointed; antl have ano
ther Perfon to be ibut up in the Houfe with them 
( which many for Money would do ) fo to take 
Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon iliould die. 

This v1as in tnany Cafes the faving a whole Fa
mily, who, if they had been fuut up with the fick 
}Jerfon, would inevitably hav~ perifued: But on the 
other Hancl, this was another of theIr conveniencics 
of fuutting up Houfes; for the Apprehenfions and 
Terror of being ih.ut up, made m~ny run away with 
the reft cf the Family, who, tho' 1t was not publick
l)r kno,vn., and they were not quite fie k, had yet 
the Diftemper Ul"'On them; and who by having an 
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig
ed fEll to conceal thei.r Circumftances, 0r perhaJ?s 
not knowing it thetnfelves1 gave the Diftemper 
to others, and fprteac.l the Infettion in a dreadful 

1anner, as I fhall explain farther hereafter. 
And here I tnay be able to make an ObferYation 

or two of my own, which tnay be ofufe hereafter to 
thofe, into whofe Hands this may come, if they 
fhoulcl ever fee the like '1readful Vifitation. 'Ihe 

G 4 In«> 



88 ME:tv10IRS of 
Jnfeaion generally came in~o the Houfes of the Ci .. 
tizens, by the Means of theu Servants, who, they 
were obliged to fepd up and down the Streets for Ne
ceifaries, that is to fay, for Food, or Phyfick, to Bake
houfes,Brew-houfes,Shops,&c. and who going necef
farily thro' the Str~ets into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was impofiible, but that they ihould one way 
or other, meet with diftempered people, who con
veyed the fatal Rreath into them, and they brought 
it Home to the Families, to which they belonged. 
(2.) ~t was a great Miftake, that fuch a great City 
as this had but one Peft-Houfe; for had there been, 
l.nfread of one Peft-Houfe viz.. beyond Bnttbil-Fields, 
where, at tnof}7 they could receive, perhaps, 2oo or 
~oo People; I fay, had there inftead of that one been 
:feveral Peft-houfes, every one able to contain a thou
fand I)eople without lying two in a Bed, or twoBedi 
ip a Room;and had eyery Maft~r. ofa Family, as foon 
as any Seryant e(pecitllly, hfid been taken fick in his 
Houfe, been obliged to fend them to the next Peft
Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had 
th~ E~amipers done the like among the poor People, 
·when any had been ftricken with the InfeCl:ion; ~ 
faJr, had this been done where the People were wil: 
ling, (i1ot otherwife) and the Houfes not been {hut, 
I am perfwaded; and was all the While of that Opi· 
nion, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had 
died ; for it was ohferved, and I could give feveral 
lnftance~ w'ithin the Compafs of my own Knowledge, 
where a Seryant had been takenfick, and the Family 
had eith~r Time to fend them out, or retire from 
the floufe, and leave the fick Perfon, as I have faid 
apo-ve, th~y had all been preferved; whereas, when 
upon one, or ~ore, ficknin~ in a Family the Houfe 
has been fhut up, the whole Family ha;e periibed, 
~nd th~ Bearer' be~n oblig,cl to go in to fetch out 
the I'~a~ Bcdies, nop~ being able to bring them to 
the Door ; and at laft pone left to do it. 

( 'J .,) l'his llUt it out of Que~ion to me, that the Cala
. ·- · : ·· · mitv; 

"': I Jr 
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' mity was fpread br InfeCtion, that is to fay, hy fome 

certain Steams, or Fumes, which the Phyficia11s call 
Ej]Iuvia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or hy the 
Stench of the Sores of the fick Perfons, or fotne other 
way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyfi .. 
cians themfelves, which Effluvia affeded the Sound, 
who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, itn-

. mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid 
found Perfons> putting their Blood into an imtnediate 
ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree 
which it was found they were agitated; and fo thofe 
newly infectedPerfons comtnunicated it in the fame 
Manner to others; and this I iball give fotne lnftan
ces of, that cannot but convince thofe who ferioufiy 
confider it; and I cannot but with fome Wonder, 
find fome People> now the Contagion is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, \Vithout 
the, Agency of Means, having Commiffion to ftrike 
this and that particular Perfon, and none other ; 
which I look upon with Contetnpt, as the Efleet of 
manifeft Ignorance and Enthuliafim; likewife the 
<?pinion of others, who talk of infeCtion being car ... 
ned on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft 
Numbers ofinfeas, ?.nd invifible Creatures, who en
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moft 
ac~ute Poifon~, or poifonous Ovre, or Eggs, which 
m1ngle themfelves with the Blood, and fo infeCt the 
Body; a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience ; but 
I fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order. 

I muft here take farther Notice that Nothing was 
mor~ fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
Sup.Ine Negligence of the People thernfelves, who 
u~rmg.the long Notice, or Warning t~ey had of~he 
YtfitatiOn, yet made no Provi{ion for It, by_lay1ng 
m Store of Provifions or of other N eceffanes ; by 
Which they might have liv'd retir'd, and within 
!heir own Houfes, as I have obferved, others did, 
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and who were in a great Meafure preferv'd by that 
Caution; nor were they, after they were a little 
hardened to it fo ihye of converfing with one ano
ther, \V hen aCtually infeB:ed, as they were at firfi, 
no tho' they kne\v it. 

1 acknowledge I was one of thofe thoughtlefsOne' 
that had made fo little Provifion, that my Servanh 
'vere ohliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle 
by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun. 
even till my Experience ihewing me the Folly, I 
began to be wifer folate, that I had fcarce Time tu 
ilore my felf fufficien t for our common Subfiftencc 
for a Month. 

I had in Family only an antient Woman, that 
managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, t\vo Appren· 
tices, and my felf; and the Plague beginning tl 
encreafe about us, I ha1 many fad Thoughts about 
what Courfe I ibould take, and how I {hould aa; 
the many difmal ObjeB:s, which happened every· 
where as I went about the Streets, had fill'dm1 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fe:ar oftheD1· 
ftemper it felf, which was indeed, very horrible in 

it felf, and in fon1e more than in others, the fwellinsi 
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, w~en 
they grew hard, ancl would not break, grew fo 
ful, that it was equal to the moft exquifite 
ture; and fotne not able to bear the Torment thre 
thunfelves out at Windows, or {hot themfclves, et 
~herwife ~ade thetnfelves away, and I faw fevcral 

d1fmal ObJeCts ofthat Kind: Others unable to con· 
tain the1nfelves, vented their Pain by inceilam 
Roarings, 2nd fuch lond and lamentable Cries were 
to be he~rd as v1e walk'd along the Streets,.that 
~ould Pterce the Vel y Heart to think of, r.tll'-·"' .... , 

\Vhen it was to be confidered, that the fame 
ful Scourge might be expected every :Moment to 

feize upon our fel ves. . 
I cannot fay, but that now I began to faintl.l 

in my Refolutions, 1ny Heart fail'd me very muc~ 
an· 
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~;md forely I repente~ of my Ral~mefs: :When I had 
, ~,:. been out, and met With fuch ternble Th1ngs as thefe 
: 'J have talked of; I fay, I repented my Railinefs in 
P venturing to abide in Town: I wifu'd often, that I 

.. had not taken upon me to ftay, but had gone away 
~~~with my Brother and his Famil)r. 
ttc. Terrified by thofe frig~tful Objects, I would retire 
U!trHome fometitnes, and refol ve to go out no mure, and 
~L::}_)erhaps, I would keep thofe Refolutions for three or 

lt:four Days, which Time I fpcnt in the moft ferious 
h:rhankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer
D.vation of my Family, and the conftant Confeilion of 
, my Sins, giving tny felfup to God every Day, and 
~rapplying to hitn with Fafting, Humiliation, and 
t 'Meditation : Such intervals as I had, I employed in 
~reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran
~c~dnms of what occurred to me every Day, and out of 
l
1
which, afterwards, I for moft of this Work as it 

~relates to tny Obfervations without Doors : What I 
;.1wrote of my private Meditations I referve fr pri
a: vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made pub lick on 
! any Account whatever. 
t:~: I alfo wrote other Meditations upon Divine Sub
~: jeets, fuch as orcurred to me at that Time, and were 

rofitable to my fclf, but not fit for any other View, 
therefore I fay no more of that. 

I had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe 
ame was Heath, who I frequently vifited during this 

difmal Time, and to whofe Advice I was very much 
oblig'd for many Things which he direCted me to 
take, by way of preventing the Infection whtn I 
:went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold 

my Mouth when I was in the Streets; he alfo 
came very often to fee me, and as he was a good 
Chriftian, as well as a good Phyfician, his agreeal,le 
Converfation was a very great Support to me in the 
worft of this terribe Time. 

It wa now the Beginning of Angujl, and t1 e 
:riague grew very violent and terrible in the Pla,..c 

Wi 
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wh.ore I 1iv'1, and Dr. Heath coming t9 vifit me, and 
fin<.lino- that I ventured fo often out 1n the Streets 

earnJHy perfwaded me to lock my felfup and my 
-~ n1ilv, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of 

})oors; to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and 

Curtains clofe, and never to open them; but firft. 

t o mak e a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the 

"\\-indow, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and 

I)itch, Rrimftone, f'r Gunpowder, and the like; and 

we did this for fome Time; But as I had not laid in 

a Store of Provifion for fuch a retreat, it was impof. 

:fible that we could keep within Doors entirely; 

ho\vever, I attempted, tho' it was fo very late, to 

do fomething towards it ; and firft, as I had Conve. 

n ience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and 

bought two Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread; alfoi 

bonght Malt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the 

Casks I had would hold, and which feem'd enough 

o ferve my Houfe for five or fix Weeks; alfo I laid in 

a Quantity of Salt-butter and Cbejbire Cheefe; but I 

had no :Fleih-meat, and the Plague raged fo violentr 
ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houfes, on 

the other Side of onr Street, where they are known 
to dwell in great Nu1nhers, that it was not,advif· 

able, fo much as to go over the Street among them .. 
And here I muft obferve again, that this Neceih· 

ty of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifions, was 
in a great Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for 
t 1Je People catch'd the Diftemper, on thofe Occa· 

iions, one of another, and even the Provifions them· 

felves were often tainted, at leaft I have great Rea· 
fon to believe fo ; and therefore I cannot fay with 
Satisfatl:ion what I know is repeated with great Af· 
:fi1rance, that the Market People, and fuch as brought 

Provifions, to Town, were never infeCted: I am cer· 

tain, the Butchers of TYhite-Chapel where the greatcft 

Part of the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully 

yifitcd, and that at laft to fuch a Degree, that fc~qf 
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vili" of th,eir Shops w~r~ kep~ open, and t~ofe that re-
,1 main d of them, ktll d their Meat at Mzle- End, and 

1r,, that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes. 
' u~l However, the poor People cou'd not lay up Provi-
101 fions, and there was a neceffity, that they mufi go 

at. to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or their 
:m:. Children; and as this was a Neceffity which re
o~ ·new' d it felf daily; it brought abundance of un• 
.tn~~found People to the Markets, and a great many 
tn~~that went thither Sound, brought Death Home with 
~fin:: them. 
ati;, It is true, People us' d all poffibie Precaution, 
~ 'vhen any one bought a Joint of Meat in tbe Marker, 
v~ they would not take it of the Butchers Hand, but 
! ~:rake it oft of the Hooks themfelves. On the other 
l Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money, 

vcr.l'but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar which he 
Bw:kept for that purpofe. The Buyer carry'd always 
~ i\ {mall Money to make up any odd Sum, that the}' 

m·; might take no Change. They carry'd Bottles for 

1 ~rri Scents, and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
h~:, Means that could be us'd, were us'd : Bur then the 
W~ Poor cou'd not do even thefe things, and they went 
.~ at all Hazards. 
l~ i Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day 

~1 r on this very Account : Sometimes a Man or vVo-
r.:man dropt down Dead in the very Markets; tor ma

~~·: ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no
~~, thing of it; till the inward Gangreen haJ afieEted 
,le~ their Vitals and they dy'd in a few Moments; 
~~·: this caus'd, that many died frequently in that Man
tor: ner in the Streets fuddainly, without any warning : 

1~ Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or 

0fr~ S:all; or to any .Door, Porch, and jufi fit down· and 
· d1e, as I have fatd before. 

Thefe Obje6ts were fo frequent in the Streets, 
1 that when the Plague came to be very raging, On 
·one Side, there was fcarce any paffing by the Streets, 
but that feverai dead Bodtes would be lying here 

and 
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and there upon the Ground; on the other hand it is obo 
fervable, that tho' at fidt, the People wouldfiop as they 
went along, and call to the Neighbours to come out o~1 
fuch ~n Occafion; yet, afterward, no Notice was ta· 
k n f" t.m; but that, if at any Time we found a Corps 
lying, go crofs the Way, and not come near it; or 
if in a narrow Lane or Pa£fage, go back again, and 
feek fome ·other \V ay to go on the Bufinefs we were 
upon; and in thofe Cafes, the Corps was always left, 
till the Officers had notice, to come and take them 
away ; or till Night, when the Bearers attending the 
Dead-Cart would take them up, and carry them a· 
way: Nor did thofe undaunted Creatures, who per· 
formed thefe Offices, fail to fearch their Pockets, 
and fometimes firip off their Cloths, if they were 
well drefr, as fometimes they were, and carry off 
what they could get. 

But to return to the Markets ; the Butchers took 
that Care, that if any Perfon d y' d in the Market, chey 
had the Officers always at Hand, to take them up 
upon Hand-barrows, and carry them to the next 
Church-Yard ; and this was fo frequent that fuch 
were npt entred in the weekly Btll, found Dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Cafe now; but they went 
into the general Articles of the great D ·fie m per. 

But now the Fury of the Diftemper encreafed to 
fuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very 
thinly furnijhed with Provifions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compair'd to what they were before; aud 
the Lord-Mayor eau fed the Country-People who 
brought Provifions, to be flop'd in the Streets lea~ 
ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their 
Goods, where they fold what they brought, and 
went immediately away; and this Encourag'd t~e 
Country People greatly to do fo, for they fold the1r 
Provifions at the very Entrances into the Town, 
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields 
beyond White-Chnppel, in Spittle fields. N ore, 1bofo 
Streeti now called Spittle-Fields, were then indeed open. 

. FMds: 
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nau Fields: Alfo in St. George' s-jields in Southwork, in Bun
ali,:HiO Fields, and in a great Field, call'd Jf/'oo"d'.J-ClrF 
eo, near Iflington; thither the Lord- Mayor, Aldermen, 
ou~ and Magifrrates, fent their Officers and Servants to 
w,;.buy for their Families, themfelves keeping within 
nt!' Doors as much as poffible ; and the like did many 
~:other People ; and after this ~fethod was taken, the 

nf~ Country People came with great chearfulnefs, and 
alrbrought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got 
a· any harm ; which I fuppofe, added alfo to that Re

at:t port of their being MiraculouHy preferv'd. 
am. As for my little Family, having thus as I have 

tt!' fa id, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheefe, and 
eid Beer, I took my Friend and Phyfician's Advice, and 

if -lock'd my (elf up, and my Family, and refolv'd to 
d luffer the hardfhip of Living a few ~fouths without 

Flefh- Meat, rather than to purchafe it at the ha
lm(!· zard of our Lives. 
fa~ But tho' I confin'd my Family, I could not prevail 
h·· llpon my unfatisfy'd Curiofity to fray within entirely 
to' my felf ; and tho' I generally came frighted and ter
t · rified Home, yet I cou'd not refirain; only t!-tat in· 
lh deed, I did not do it fo frequently as at firil:. 
tt" I had fome little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
~~··go to my Brothers Houfe, which was in Coleman's
I.J!reet P4rilh_, and which he had left to my Care, and 

er I went at firfr every Day, but afterwards only once, ~~ . w l , or twtce a ee <: . 
~·· In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before '~ myEyes,as particularly ofPerfons falling dead in the 
e~1 Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Women, 
·". who in their Agonies would throw open their Cham~ ber Windows, and cry out in a difinal Surprifing 
ut Manner; it is impoifible to defcribe the Variety of 

Poftures, in which the Pailions of the Poor Peopl(f 
would Exprefs themfelves. 

Paiiing thro' Toke?Z-Honft-Yard in Lotbbury, of a 
furlden a Cafetnent violently opened jnft over my 
Head, and a W on1an gavo thiee frightful Skreetches, 

and 
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and then cry'd, Ob! Deat~, Death, Death!. in a moft 
inimitable Tone, and wh1ch ftruck me w1th Horror 
and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood. rfhere was no 
Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did 
any other Window open ; for People had no Curioo 
fity now in any Cafe; nor could any Body help one 
another; fo I went on to pafs into Bell-Alley. 

Juft in Bell-Alley, on the right Hand of the Paf. 
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho' 
it was not fo direCted out at the Window, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 
hear Women and Children run skreaming about the 
Rooms like diftraC1:ed, when a Garret Window open· 
eel, and fome body from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, call\1 and ask'd, 1Yhat is the Matter? u~ 
on which, from the firft Window it was anfwered, 
0 Lord, my Old Majler has hang' d himfelf! The other 
ask'd again, Is he quite dead ? and the firft anfwer'd, 
Ay, ay, quite dead ; qztite dead and cold! This Perfon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman) and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho' I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardihip to 
the Family, which is now fiouriihing again. 

But, this is but one; it is fcarce credible what 
dreadful Cafe! happened in particular Families eve· 
ry Day; People in the Rage of the Diftemper, or 
in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed 
intollerable, running out of their own Government, 
raving and diftratted, and oftentimes laying vio
lent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfelves 
out at their Windows, fhooting thernfelves, &c. Mo
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna· 
cy, fame dying of meer Grief, as a l)affion, fome of 
1neer Fright and Surprize, \Vithout any InfeCtion at 
all ; others frightecl into Idiotifm, and foolifu D~ 
ftraaions, forne into difpair and Lunacy; others in· 
to me1lancholy Madnefs. 

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very 
violent, and to fome intollerable; the Phy:ficians 

and 
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and Surgeons 1nay be faid to have tortured m .. ny poor Cre tures, even to Death. The Swelllings in feme grew hard, and they apply'd violent drawit g ·Plafters, or u tices, to break them; and if thefe die. not ao, t :.ley c t and fcarified them in a 
terrible lv anne1 · ln ion1e, thofe Swellings were made hard, par ly by t!1e Force of the DiH:emper, and 'Partly by thr r beit g too violently drawn, and were fo hard, hat no lnftrument could cut them, 
and then they 1 1urnt them with Caufticks, fo that many died raving mad with the Torment ~ and fome in the very Operation. In thefe Diftreifes, 
fome for want of Help to hold them do\vn in their Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them· felves, as above. Some broke out into the Streets, perhaps naked, and would run direCtly down to 
the River, ifthey were not ftopt b)r the Watch1nen, or other Officers, and plunge themfelves into the Water, wherever they found it. 

It often pierc'd my Yery Soul to hear the Groan~ 
2nd Crys of thofe who were thus tormented; but ot the Two, this was counted the moft 1)romifing Parti ... 
cular in the whole Infeetion; for, if thefe Swellings could be brought to a Head, and to break and run, or as the Surgeons call it, to dioeft, the Patient ge ... 11erally recover'd; whereas thofe, who l~ke the Gcn• tlewoman's Daughter, were ftruck with Death at 

11': the Begjnning, and had the Tokens come out u11on, them, often went about indifferent eafy~ till a lit• tle before they died, and fome till the Moment the}' dropt down, as in Al)poplexies and Ep lep{ies, is often the Cafe; fuch would be taken fudr1enly ve .. ry firk, and would run tl") a Eench or Bulk, or any convenient Place that offer'd it felf, or to their own Houfes, if poffiblc, as I 1hentlo11ed before~ and there fit down,grow fair.t ~ nd die. This kind of ~yingwas much the fame, as it was wi '1 thofe who d1e of ~('m .. rnon Mortifications who cHe fwooning~ and as it ~ere, go away in ;Dream; fuch as died thus, had 11 ery 
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very little Notice of their being infeCted at all, till 

the Gangreen was fl?read thro' their whole Body ; 

nor could P~yficians t~emfel ves, know .certainly 

how it was w1th them, t1ll they opened then Breafts, 

or other Parts of their Body, and faw the Tokens. 

We had at this Titne a great many frightful Sto

ries told us ofNurfes and Watchmen, who looked 

after the dying People, tbat is to fay, hir'd Nurfes, 

who attended infeCted People, ufing them barbarouf.. 

ly, ftarving them) [mothering them, or by other 

wicked Means, haftening their End, that is to Jay, 
murthering of thetn : And Watchmen being fet 

to guard Houfcs that were ihut up, when there has 

been but one perfon left, and perhaps, that one ly
ing fick, that they have broke in and murthered 

that Body, and immediately thrown them out into 

the Dead-Cart 1 and fo they have gone fcarce cold 

to the Grave. 
I cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were 

committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for 

it, but died before they could be try'd; and I have 

heard that three others, at feveral Times, were ex· 
cufed for Murthers of that kind; but I muft fay I 

believe nothing of its being fo common a Crime, as 

fome have fince been pleas'd to fa)r, nor did it feem 

to be fo rational, where the People were brought fo 

low as not to be able to help themfelves, for fi1ch 

feldom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 

commit a Murder, at leaft, none equal to the Fad 

\vhere they were fure Perfons \Vould die in fo fhort 

a Time; and could not live. 
That there were a great mat y Robberies and 

... ricked Pratlifes committed even in this dreadful 

'Time I do not deny ; the Power of Avarice was fo 

firong in fome, that they would run an r Hazard to 

fteal and to plunder, and particularly "n Houfe5 

There all the Families, or Inhabitants have been 

dead, and ~arried cut, they \Vould break in at all 

Hazards, and without Regard to ~he Danger of In· 
feCtiollt 
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fe8ion, take even the Cloths off, of the dead Bodies, 
and theB,ed-cloaths from others where they lay dead. 
. This, I fitppofe, tnuft be the Cafe of a Family in 
Hozmdfditcb, \Vhere a Man and his Daughter, the 
rejl of the Family bei11g, as 1 fitppoft, carried away be ... 
fore by the Dead-Cart, were found ftark naked, one 
in one Chamber, and one in another, lyi11g Dead on 
the Floor; and the Cloths of the Beds, from whence, 
tis fuppofed they were roll'd off by Thieves, ftoln, 
and carried quite awa)'. 

It is indeed to be obferv'd, that the Women were 
in all this Calan1ity, the moft raih, fearlef'i, and def
perate Creatures; and as there were vaft Ntimbers 
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thofe that were 
fick, they committed a great many petty Thieve
ries in the Houfes where they were employed; and 
fome of th.em were publickly whipt for ·it, when 
perhaps, they ought rather to have been hanged 
for Examples ; for Numbers ofHoufes were robbed 
on thefe Occafions, till at length, the l"'arii11 Qf ... 
:ficers were fent to recommend Nurfes to the Sirk, 
and always took an Account who it was they fent, 
fo as that they might call them to account} if the 
Houfe had been abufed where they were- placed. 

But thefe Robberies extend eel chiefly toW caring
Cloths, Linen, and what Rings. or Money they could 
come at, when the Perfon dyed who was under their 
Care, hut not to a general Plunder of the Houfes ; 
and I could give an Account of one of thefe Nurfes, 
Who feveral Years after, being on her Death-bed, 
confeft w ith the utmoft Horror, the Rob berries fhe 
had committed at the Time of her being a 1 11rfe, 
and by which fhe had enriched her fclr' .to a g eat 
Degree: But as for tnurt ers do not find hat 
there was ever any Proof of tht Fa~(s, in the n1an-
11€r, as it has been reported, excP.pt as above. 

· They dicl tell tne indeed of a Nnrfe in one 
place, that laic.l a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy.;. 
1ng Patient, who fue tendeu, and fo put an Enct 

H 2 to 
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to his Life, who \Vas ju£1: expiring before: And anotha 
that [mother' d a young Woman £he was looking to, 
when fue was in a fainting fit, and would have come 
to her felf: Some that kill'd them by giving them 
one Thing, fome another, and fome fiarved them by 
giving them nothing at all : But thefe Stories had two 
Marks of Sufpicion that always attended them, which 
caufed me always to flight them, and to look on them 
as meer Stories, that People continually fnghted one 
another with. ( x.) That wherever it was that "e 
heard i r, they always placed the Scene at the far· 
ther End ot the Town, oppofice, or mofl: remote 
from where you were to hear it : If you heard it in 
if/bite-Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles's, or at 
Weflminfter, or Ho.'born, or that End of the Town; 
if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then 
it was done in White-Chapel, or the Mirwri(s, or about 
Cripplegate Parifh: If you heard of it in the City, 
,vhy, then it had happened in Southwark; and if you 
heard of it in Southw.rzrk, then it was done in the City, 
and the lil·e. 

In the next .Place, of what Part foever you heard 
the Story, the Particulars \vere always the fame, dpe· 
ciaJiy that oflaying a wet double Clout on a dying 
Man's Face, and that of [mothering a young Gentle
·woman; fo that it was apparent, at leafr to my Judg· 
.ment, that there was more of Tale than of Truth m 
thofe Things. 

Howe,·er, I cannot fay, but it had fome Effetl: up
on the People, and particnlarly that, as I faid be
for~, the} grew more cautious who they took into 
their Hm.Jes, and who they trufied their Lives with; 
and had them always recommended, if they could; 
and where they could not find fuch, for they were 
not very plenty, they applied to the Pardh Of· 
ficers. 

But here again, .the. Mifery of that Time lay upon 
the Poor, who bemg mfeB:ed, had neither Food or 
Phyfick; neither Phyfician or Appothecary to affift 

them 
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them, or N urfe to attend them : Many of thofe died 
calling for help, and e\·en for Snfienance out at their 
Windows, in a mofi miferable and deplorable man
ner; but it mull: be added, that when ever the Ca
fes of fuch Perfons or Families, were repref~.· nted to 
my Lord· Mayor, they always were reliev'd. 

It is true, in fome Houfes where the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had fent perhaFs 
their \Vives and Children away; and 1f they had any 
Servants, they had been difmifi; I fay it is true, that 
to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe thut 
themfelves in, and not having Help, dy'd alone. 

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, hav:ng 
fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in 
IFhite Crojj flreet, or there abours, fent his Appren
tice, a youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour 
to get ti1e Money : He came to the Door, and find
mg it 1hut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not fure, 
So he waited, and after Come flay knockt again, an-d 
then a third Time, when he heard fon1e Body com
ing down Stairs. 

At leugth the Man of the Houfe came to the Door ; 
he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yellow 
Flannel \Vaficoat; no Stockings, a pair of Slipt- Shoes. 
a white Cap on his head ; and as the young Man 
faid, Dlath in his Face. 

When he open'd the Door, fays he, what do JOU 

diflurb me thus for l the Boy, tho' a little furpriz' d, re
ply'd, I come from fuch a one, and my Majler {em m~ 
for the Mone_y, which he Jays you kno'IJJ of: Very well 
Child, returns the living Ghofi, call as you go hy at 
Cripplegatc Church, and hid them ring the BeU, and with 
thofe Words, lhut the Door again, and went up a
gain and Dy'd, The fame Day; nay, perhaps the 
fame Hour: This, the young Man told me himfelt~ 
and I have Reafon to believe it. This was while 
the Plague was not come to a Height : I think it 
?~as in J:. ·1e; Towards the latter End of the Mont~, 

H 3 1~ 
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it m ufl: be before the Dead Carts came about, and 
while they ufed the Ceremony of Ringing the Bell 
for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that Pa· 
rifh at leaH, before the Month of 'July ; for by the 
25th of ]uly, there died 550 and upward in a Week, 
and then they cou' d no more bury in Form, Rich or 
J>oor. 

l have mention' d above, t,hat notwithfianding this 
dreadful Calamity; yet the Numbers of Thieves 
were abroad upon all Occafions, where they had 
found any Prey; and that thefe were generally Wo· 
men. Ir: was one Morning about I 1 a Clock, I 
had walk'd out to my Brothers Houfe in Coleman's· 
ftreet Parifh, as I often did, to fee that all was Safe. 

My Brcther's Houfe had a little Court be
fore it, and a Brick-Wall with a Gate in it; and 
within that, {everal Ware-houfes, where his Goods 
of feveral Sorts lay: It happen' d, that in one of thefe 
Ware-houfes, were fe\'eral Packs of \V omens high· 
Crown'd Hats, which came out of the Country; and 
were, as J fuppofc, for Exportation ; whither I know 
nor. 

I was furpriz'd that when I came near my Brother's 
Door, which was in a Place ~hey caU'd Swan-AUey, 
I met:three or four Women with High-crown'd Hats 
on their Heads; and ~s I remembred afterwards, 
one, if not more, had fome Hats Iikewife in their 
Hands : but as I did not fee them come out at my 
Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother 
had any fuch Goods in his W are-houfe, I did not 
offer to fay any Thing to them, but went crofs the 
Way to fi1un meeting them, as was ufual to do at 
that Time, for fear of the Plague. · But when I came 
nearer to 'the Gate, I met another Woman with 
more Hats come out of the Gate. What Bujinefr 
Miftrtfs, fa id I, have you had there? There are more 
feople there, faid fhe, I have had no more Bufi· 
nefs there than they. I was hail:y to get to the Gate 
then, ~nd f;1id no more to ~er; by which )lleans fhe 
· .. ·. - ' · · ·· got 
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got away. But juft as I came to the Gate, I 
faw two more coming crofs the Yard to come ~ut 
with Hats alfo on their Heads, and under their 
Arms; at which I threw the Gate too behind me, 
which having a Spring Lock fafiened it felf; and 
turning to the Women, forfooth faid I, what are 
ye doing here? and feiz' d upon the Hats, and took 
them from them. One of them, who I confefs, 
did not look like a Thief. Indeed fays fhe, we are 
wrong ; but we were told, they were Goods that 
had no Owner; be pleas'd to take them again, and 
look yonder, there are more fuch Cufromers as we: 
She cry,d and look'd pitifully; fo I took the Hats 
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity'd the Women indeed; But when I 
look' d towards the W are-houfe, as fhe directed, 
there were fix or feven more all, Women, fitting them
felves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as if 
they had been at a Hatters Shop, buying for their 
Money. 

I was furpriz' d, not at the Sight of fo many Thieves 
only, but at the Circumfiances I was in ; being now: 
to thrufl: my felf in among fo many People, who for 
{ome Weeks, had been fo fhye of my felf, that if I met 
any Body in the Street, I would crofs the Way 
from them. 

They were equaliy furpriz'd, rho' on another Ac· 
count: They all told me, they were Neighbours, 
that they had heard any one might take them, that 
they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. I talk,t 
big to them at firfi; went back to the Gate, and 
took out the Key; fo that they were all my PrifC'· 
ners; threaten'd to Lock them all into the Ware
houfe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor's Officers 
for them, 

They beg•d heartily, prote!l:ed they found the 
Gate opt:n, and the Ware·hou{e Door open; and 
that it had no doubt been broken open by fome, 
who expected to find Goods of grea~tf Valu ; 

H<4 
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which indeed, was reafonable to believe, becaufe the 
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the 
Door on the out· fide alfo loofe ; and not abundance 
of the Hats carry'd away. 

At length I confideed, that this was not a Time 
to be Cruel and Rigorous ; and be1ides that, it 
would necelfarily oblige me to go much about, to 
have feveral People come to me, and I go to feveral, 
whofe Circumfiances of Health, I knew nothing of; 
and that even, at this Time the Plague was fo high, 
as th4t there dy,d 4ooo a \Vet;k ; fo t t1at in ihowing 
my Rc:fentment, or even in fecking Jufiice for my 
Brother's Goods, I might lofe my own Life ; fo I 
contented my felf, wich taking the Names and Places 
where fome of them lived, who were really Inhabi· 
tants in the Neighbourhood; and threatning that 
my Brother fhould call them to an Account for it, 
when he return'd to his Habitation. 

Then I talk'd a little upon another Foot with 
them ; and ask'd them how they could do fuch Things 
as thefe, in a Time of fuch general Calamity ; and 
as it were, in the Face of Gods mofi dreadful Judg· 
ments, wh~n the Plague was at their very Doors; 
and it may be in their very Houfes; and they did not 
know, but that the Dead-Cart might frop at their 
Poors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves. 

I ~ou'd not perceive that my Difcourfe made much 
Impreffion upon ~hem all that while; till it happened, 
that. ther~ came. two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
he~nng of tp~ Dtilurbance~ ~nd knowing ~y Brother, 
for they had be~n both dependants upon his Family, 
.and they came to my Affifiance: Thefe being as l 
{aid Neighbours, prefently knew three of the Wo
men, and told 111e who they were, and where they 
1 i v' d ; ang i ~ feems, th~y had given qie a ~rue Account 
pf the111fel \'CS before. · 

This brmgs thefe two Men to a farther Remem· 
brance: The Name of one was John Hayward, who 
was ~t ~;1at r.I'ime pnder·Se4ton,~ of the Parifh of Se. 

Step he if 
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Stephen Coleman·flreet; by under Sexton, was under
flood at thac Time Grave·digger and Bearer of toe 
Dead. tfhis Man carry'd or ailified to carry 
all the Dead to their Graves, which were bury'd 

1! in that large Pari!h, and who were carried in Form; 
tr and after that Form of Burying was fiopt, went with 

• · the Dead Cart and the BeU, to fetch the dead Bodies 
to" from the Houfes where they lay, and fetch'd many 

no:n: of them out of the Chambers and Houfes ; for the 
w~ttl Parifu was, and is .fiill remarkable, particularly above 
!11 all the Pariihes in London, for a great Number of Al· 
ic( leys, and Thorovgh fares very Iong,into which no Carts 
Lil~, cou' d come, and where they were oblig' d to go and 
r I fetch the Bodies a very long Way; which Alleys now 

allrt remain to Witnefs it; fuch as Tif7hites-Alley, Cro{s-Key-
tm . Court, Swan-Alley, Bell-Alley, White-Horfe-Al/ey, and 
un: many more : Here they went with a kind of Hand

Barrow, and lay,d the De~d Bodies on it, and car
Fa« ry' d them out to the Carts; which work he perform-
ucol ed, and never had the Difiemper at all, but liv'd 

1 above zo Year after it, and was Sexton of the Pari fit 
to the Time of his Death. His Wit~ at the fame, time 

~ was a N urfe to infeB:ed People, and tended many 
that died in the Parilh, being for her honefl:y recom-

11 mended by he Parifh Officers, yet 1he never was in .. 
~~ fetted neirher. 

He never ufed any Prefervative againfi the Infetti
OJfX on, other than holding Garltck and Rue in his Mouth, 

I and fmoaking tfobacco; this r alfo had from his 
~: own Mouth; and his \Vife's Remedy was wathing 
fl her Head in V megar, and fprinkling her Head-Cloths . fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always Moifl:; and 

if the fmell of any of thofe ihe waitd on was more 

~ 

: than ordinary Offenfive, fhc fnuft Vinegar up her 
Nofe, and fprinkled Vinegar upon her Head-Cloths, 
and held a Handkerchief weted with Vinegar to her 
Mouth. 

It rnufl: be confefr, that tho' the Pl.ague was chiefly among the Poor; yet, were the Poor the mofi: 
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and went about their 
Employmetit, with a Sort of brutal Courage; I mufi 
call it fo, for it was founded neither on Religion or 
Prudence ; fcarfe did they ufe any Caution, but run 
into any BuGnefs, which they conld get Employment 
in, tho' it was the mofi hazardous ; fuch was that of 
tending the Sick, watching Houfes fhut up, carrying 
infetted Perfons to the Pefl:- Houfe ; and which was 
ftill worfe, carrying the Dead away to their Graves, 

It was under this John Hayward's Care, and within 
his Bounds; that the Story of the Piper, with which 
r~ople have made themfelves fo merry, happen'd, and 
he a{fut'd me that it was true. It is faid, that it was 
a blind Piper; but as John told me, the Fellow was 
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual· 
ly walked his Rounds about xo a Clock at Night, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the 
People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where 
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Via· 
1.1als, and fometimes Farthings; and he in Return, 
would Ptpe and Sing, and talk fimply, which divert· 
ed the Peop1e, and thus he liv'd: It was but a very 
bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as 
I have told ; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual, 
but was almofl: fiarv'd ; and when any Body ask'd 
how he did, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart had 
JlOt taken him yet, but that they had promifed to eaU 
for him next Week. 

It happen'd one N1ght, that this poor Fellow, whe
whether fame body had given him too much Drink~r 
no, J ohn HnJward fa id, he had not Drink in h1s 
Hou{e ; but that they had given him a little more Via· 
ual than ordinary at a Public Houfe in Coleman·jlreet; 
arid the poor Fe,Jow having not ufually had a Belly
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and fafr a fieep at a 
Door, in the Street near London· Wotl!, towards Cripple 

gJtt 
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Cou~. gatt, and that upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo
r on·: pie of fome Houfe, in the Alley of whtch the Houfe 
Cau t~· was a Corner, hearing a HelJ, which they always 
g~ t E · rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really 
fucow: dead of the Plague jufi by him, thinking too, that 

lliut u~ 1 this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the ocher 
and, was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours. 
to t~· Accordingly when John Hayward wJth his Bell and 

Care · the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up
per 'w on the Stall they took them up with the lnfrrument 

~~~~ hey ufed, and threw them into the Cart ; and all 
fai~ l, this while the Piper flept foundly. 
t~ 'r From hence they paffed along, and took in o
Me ther dead Bodies, till, as honeft John Hayward told 
'\ me, they almofr hurried him alive, in the Cart, 

a~ yet all this While he flept foundly; at length the 
. H ~r~ Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be 
IC .c: thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember, 
Dn~~ was at Mount-miU; and as the Cart ufually fiopt fome 
~e; Time before they were ready to £hoot out the melan

f, w choll y Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart frop" d, 
wa~: the Fellow awaked, and firuggled a little to get his 

TfiJr.;· Head out from among the dead Bodies, when railing 
taoo·. himfelf up in tbe Cart, he called out, Hey! where am 

& I l This frighted the Fellow that attended about the 
~ Work, but after fome Paufe John Hayward recov ·ring 

pro: himfelf fa id, Lord hleji us. There's fome Body in the Cart 
not quite dead! So another call" d to him and faid > Who 

f~ are you ? the Fellow anfwered, I am the poor Piper. 
mvc. JIFhere am I? Where are you! fays Hayward : why, you 
~· are in the Dead-Cart, and we are a· going to bury ) Ou. But 

I an't dead tho:~, am I! fays the PJper; 1ich made 
0~ them laugh a little, tho, as John fa id, they were hear 
r~ tily frighted at firfi ; fo they help:ld the poor Fe low 

!1i~l down, and he went about his Bufinefs. 
· . I know the Story goes, he fet up his Pipes in the 

Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and t 1ers, fo that 
they ran away ; but 'John Hayward did not ell the 

tory fo, nor fay any Thing of his Piping at all; b t 
t: 
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried 
away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of. 

It is to be noted here, that the Dead Carts in the 
City were not not con fin' d to particular Parilhes, but 
one Cart went thro' feveral Pari:fhes, according as the 
Numbers of Dead prefented ; nor were they ty'd to 
carry the Dead to their refpeCl:i ve Parifhes, but ma· 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
to the Burying Ground in the Out-pares, for want 
of Room. 

I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at firil: among the People, I mufi 
be a\lowed to give fome of my Obfervations on the 
1nore ferious and religious Part. Surely never Cit)', 
at Ieafi, of th is Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
a Condition [o perfeCtly unprepar'd for {uch a dread· 
ful Vtfitation, whether I am to fpeak of the Civil 
Prcpar~tions, or Religious ; they were indeed, as 
if they had had no \Varning, no ExpeB:ation, no Ap· 
prehenfions, and confequently the leafl: Provifion ima· 
ginable, \Vas made for it in a publick Way; for Ex· 
ample. 

rfhe Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro· 
viiion as Magdlrates, for the Regulations which 
were ro be u~lerved; they had gone into no Mea· 
fur 'S for Relief of the Poor. 

'fhe C}tizens had no publick Magazines, or S~ore· 
Houfcs ior Corn, or Meal, for the Subfifience ot the 
Poor; which, if they had provided themfelves, as in 
fuch Cafes is done abroad, many miferable Familie~, 
who were now Ieduc'd to the utmofl: Difl:refs, would 
have be n reliev'd, and that in a better Manner, than 
now could be do~1e. 

The S ck of the City's Money, I can fay but Ii~rle 
,.. to, the Chamber )f London was faid to be exceedmg 

rich; and it may be cotlcluded, that they were fo, 
by the vafl: Snm~ of Money ilfued from thence, in the 
,e-bL i!ding the pubiick Edifices after the Fire of Lcn· 
Jon, a:~d in Building new Works, fuch as, for the 

firft 
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~~ ~rfi Part, the Guild· Hall, Blackw~ll-Hall, Part of Lea

t ~t ,dtn · Hall, Half the Exchange, the Seflion-Houfe, the Comp• f t.~ lttr; the Prifons of Ludgate, NewgateJ &c. feveral of rh_e ~t Wharf~, and Stairs, and Landmg-places on the Rll&r1 ver; all which were either burnt down or damaged a((o:-bY the great Fire of London, the next Year after the 
ete l>Iague! an_d of t~e fecond Sort, the. Monument, Fleet&ri~~ditch wtth Its Bndges, aud the Hofp1tal of Bethlem, or ', Bedlam, &c. But poffibly the Managers of the City's ~' Credit, at that Time, made more Confcience of brea"m: ing in upon the Orphan's Money; to fhew Charity . to the difirefs' d Citizens, than the Managers in the ~u;1,following Yeats did, to beautify the City, and reo~ edify the Buildings, tho' in the firfi Cafe, the Lofers r~at would have thought their Fortunes better befiow'd, rq and the Publick Faith of the City have been lefs fub'"' 

e, W' jetted to Scandal and Reproach. 
kt·. It mull: be acknowledg' d that the abfent Citizens, a~ot·who, tho' they were fled for Safety into the Coun· m try, were yet greatly interefied in the Welfare of thofe 

an~ who they left behind, forgot not to contribute li~ro. berally to the Relief of the Poor, and Jarge Sums were alfo colleCted among Trading-Towns in the rernotefi Parts of of England; and as I have heard alfo, · the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of England, took the deplorable Condition of the City into their Conlideration, and fent L1p large Sums of Money in Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magifirates, for · the Relief of the Poor; the King alfo, as I was told, ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be difiributed in four Pares ; one Quarter to the City and Li-: f~ berties of Weflminfler : one Quarter, or Part, among the Inhabitants of the Southwark Side of the Water; one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, of the City, exclufi.ve of the City, within the Walls ; anc"\ one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the Cou ty ot 
d Middle/ex, and the Eaft: and North Parts of the Ci

y: But thii latter I on1y fpc:ak of as a Report. 
Cer· 
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Certain it is, t e gr~atefr Part of the Poor, or Fa· 

milies, \vho forrr e ·ly Iiv, d by their Labour, or by 
Retail-Trade, liv'd now on Charity; and had there 
not been pro ' ig:ous Sums of Money given bychari· 
table, well minded Chrifiians, for the Support of 
fuch, the Ci ty could never have fubfified. There 
were, no Q .efiion) Accounts kept of their Cbari· 
ty, and of t h<. juft Difiribution of it by the Magi· 
fl:rates: But as fuch Mulitudes of thofe very Officers 
died, thro, whofe Hands it was difiributed; and al· 
fo that, as I have been told, moLl: of rhe Accounts 
of thofe Things were loft in the great Fire which 
happened in the very next Year, and which burnte· 
ven the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their 
Papers ; fo I could never come at the particular Ac· 
count, which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen. 

It may, however, be a Direction in Cafe of the 
Approach of a like Vilitation, which God keep tne 
City from ; I fay, it may be of ufe to obferve 
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
at that ~rime, in difh:ibuting Weekly, great Sums 
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would otherwife have perifhed, were 
rel ieved, and their Lives prefervd. And here let 
me enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor 
at that Tin1e, and what Way apprehenued from themJ 
from whence may e jutlt.(d hereafter, what may be 
expected, if the like Difrrefs fuould come upon the 
City. 

At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
now no more Hope, but that the whole City would 
be vilited, when, as I have faid, all that had Fr.iends 
or Efiates in the Country, retired with their F:!mi· 
lies, and when, indeed, one wou'd have thought 
the very City it fel£ was runt1ing out of the G tes, 
and that there \vould be no Body Jeft b hind. Y u 
may be fure, f~om th~t Honr, all Trad~, exceptfuch 
as related to 1mmed1ate Subfifience, was, d.f it were, 
at a full Stop. 

This 
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tn t ~ This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo much 

tr of the real Condition of the People ; that I th ink, 
1; .t· l cannot be too particular in it; and therefore I defcend 
~:~~ to the feveral Arrangements or Clalfes of People, who 

· .. ~~;~ fell into immediate Difirefs upon this Occalion: Foe 
w[·:· Example, 
0 I 

it or I. All Mafter 1f'ork-men in MamrfaBures; efpecially 
o~e r., fucb as belo11g' d to Ornament, and the lefs nec~ffary 
no~;t: Parts of the Peop!e drefs Cloths and Furnitztre for Hou
d 1· Jes ; fucb as Rzband 1Yeavers, and other Tf eavers ; 

1 

at f Gold and Silver lace-makers, and Gold and Si lverwyer
drawers, Seemflrej[es, Milleners, Shoe-makers, Hat-ma
kers and Glove-makers: Alfo Upholdjlerers, Joyners, Ca
binet-makers, Looki?tg-glafs-makers; and innumerable 
Trades which depend ztpo?t Juch as theft ; I Jay the Ma-

in ( Jler 1Yorkmen in fiu:b, flopt their 11' ork, difmijl their 
G~ Jollrneymen, and 1Yorkmen, and all their Depe1rdants. 

feW 2· As Merchandz'X..ing was at a full (Jr,p,for very few Ship I 
4n· .I ventur' d to come up the River, and none at aU ·went out ;fo 
], t aO the extraordinary Officers of tht Cuflomes, likewife the 
~~ Watermen,·Carmen, Porters, and all thePoor,who[e Labour 

depended upon the Merchants, wn e at once difmifl, and 
put out of Bufinefs. 

3. AU the Trade/men ufually employ' din building or repare
ing of Houfer, v.:ere at a full Stop, for the People were jar 
from wanting to build Hou{es, when fo many thoufand 
Houfos wert at once {iript of their Inhabitants ; fo that thi1 
one Article turn'4 all the ordinary Work-men of that 
Kind out of Bujinefi; fuch as Brick-laye-r r, Mafons., Car
ptnters, Joyners, Plaflerers, Painters, G/az..iers, Smiths, 
Plumbers; and aD the Labourers depending on fuch. 

4· lls Na-vigation was at a Stop ; our Ships neither coming 
in, or going out as before ; fo the Seamen wne all out of Em

ploymem, and many of them in the !aft and loweft Degree 
of Di(lr~Js, and with the Seamen, were all the Jeve
ral Tradefmen, and W orkmen hr:longing to and depend
ing ttpon the building, and fitting out of Ships; fuch ar 
Sbip Cm~tJenters, Caulkers) Rope- makers, Dr)'-Coopers, 
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Sail-makers, Anchor-Smiths, and other Smiths; 13/oc~ 
makers, Car'Vers, Gz11rz Smiths, Ship-Chandlers, Ship· 
Carver.r and the lzl..e ; .The MaflerJ of thofe pei'baps 
mi~ht li'uc upon their Sub fiance; hut tbe Traders wer1 
Unive,.jally at a Stop, and cunfequentl · all tbr:ir U'oi~· 
men difiharged: Add tJ theje, that the Ri·ver was i11 a 

manna- without Boats, arzd all or mcjl pa;·t c.f rbe Wa· 
termen, Lightcrmen, Boat-huilders, and Lighter·buil· 
ders in like manner idle, and laid /;y. 

5. All Families retrench' d tbeir living as much as poffi~k, 
as welt thofe tbat fled, as thofe that flay' d; fo that an In· 

numerable Multitude of Footmen, ferving Men, Shot 
keepers, Journey men, Merchants·Book-ketpers, and 
fucb Sort of People, and e.fpecially poor 'Maid Ser'L-flllts 
were turn' d off, and left Friend!efs and He!plefs without 
Employme.ut, and without Habitation ; (md this ~a1 
really a difmal Article. 

I might be more particular as to this Part: But 
it may fuffice to mention in general; all Trades be· 
ing fiopt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and bf 
that, the Bread of the Poor \vere cut off; and at firfi 
indeed, the Cries of the poor were mofi lamentable to 
hear; tho' by the Difiribution of Charity, their 
Mifery that way was greatly abated : Many indeeo 
fled into the Countries; butthoufands of them havin~ . 
fiay'd in London, ti :l nothing but Defperation fent 
them away ; Death overtook them on the Road, ana 
they ferv'd for no better than the Meffengers of Death, 
indeed, others carrying the InfeCtion along with them; 
fpreading it very unhappily into the remotefi Pares o! 
the Kingdom. . 

Many of ihefe were the miferable Objetts of DJ[· 
pair which I have ment1on'd before, and were re· 
mov'd by the Defiruct:ion which followed ; rhefe 
might be faid to perifh, not by the Infettion it felf, 
but by the Confeqnence ot it ; indeed,. namely, by 
Hunger and Diitrefs, and the· Want of all Things; 
being without Lodging, without Money, wirhout 

Friends~ 
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Friet1ds, without Means to get their Bread, or with· 
out any one to give it them, for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and fo could 
not claim of the Parilhes, and all the Support they 
had, was by Application to the Magifirates tor Reliet, 
which Relief was, (to give the Magifiratestheir Due) 
carefully and chearfulJy adminifired, as they found it 
necefiary; and thofe that fiay'd behind never felt the 
Want and Dillrefs of that l{ind, which they felt, 
who went away in the manner above-noted, 

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi
tudes of People, get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen; 
I fay, let any Man confider, what mufi be the mife
rable Condition of this Town, if on a fudden, they 
lhould be all turr~d out of Employment, that La-' 
hour lhouid ceafe, and Wages for Work be no more. 

This was the Cafe with us at that Time, and ltad 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity by 
well difpofed People, of every Kind, as well abrqad 
as at home, been prodigiouQy great, it had not been 
in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, to 
have kept the Publick PeaCe; nor were they without 

CJl" Apprehenlions as it was, that Defparation Jhould pufh. 
• M the People upon Tumults, and caufe them to rifle the 
'J 1~ Hou[es of rich Men, and plunder the Markets ofProvi-
1~ lions; in which Cafe the Country People, who brought 

tn~ Provilio~s very freely and boldly eo Town1 would ha"' 
~~ been ternfied from coming any more, and the Town 
~r wonld ha' funk under an unavoidable Famine. 
~:~ But the Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the 

Comt of Aldermen within the City, and of the Ju
W fiices of Peace in the Out-parts was fuch, and they 
· were fupported with Money from all Parts fo wel1, that 

the poor People were kept quiet, and their Wants eve• 
ry wh~re reliev' d, as far as was poffible to be done. 

Two Things, belides this, contribu~ed to prevent 
the M~b .doing any Mifchief: One was, that really 
the Rich themfelves had not 1 id up Stores of Provi-
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fions in their Houfc:s, as indeed, they ought to have 
&one, and which if they had been wife enough to ha\·e 
done, and lock'd themielves entirely up, as fume few 
did, they had perhaps efcaped the Difeafe better: But 
as it appear'd they had nor, fo the Mob had no No· 
tion of finding Stores of Prov ifions there, if they had 
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very 
near doing, and which, if they had, they 1 ad finifu'd 
the Ruin of the whole City) for there were no regu· 
lar Troops to ha~ withfiood them, nor could the 
Traind-Bands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arm:;. 

But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuch 
agifira.tes as could be had, for fome, even of the AI· 

dermen were Dead, and fome abfent, prevented this; 
and they did it by the mofl: k=nd and gentle Me· 
thods they could think of, as particularly by re· 
lieving the mofi: defperate with Money, and putting 
others into Bufinefs. and particularly that Employ
ment of watching Houfes that were infctted and fhut 
up; and as the Number of thefe were very great, for 
it was faid, there was at one Time, ten thoufand 
Houfes :£hut up, and every Houfe had two Watchmen 
to guard it, 'l.liz, one by Night, and the other by 
Day ; this gave Op,portunity to employ a very great 
Number of poor Men at a Time. . 

The Women, and Servants, that were tu"ned oft 
from their Places, were Iikewife employed as Nurfes 
to tend the Sick in all Places ; and this took off a ve
ry great Number of them. 

And, which tho~ a melancholy Article in it felf, 
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague which raged in a dreadful Manner from the. 
Middle of Augujl to the Middle of 08oher, carried ofr 
in that Time thirty or forty Thoufand of thefe very 
People, which had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty, 
that is to fay, the whole City could not have fupport· 
d the Expence gf them, or h.ave prQvided Food~ 
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them; and they would in Time have been C\7en dri
ven to the Neceffity of plundering either the City it 
felf, or the Country adjacent, to have fubfifted them• 
{elves, which would firfi or lafi, have put the whole 
N~tion, a well as the City, into the utmofi Terror 
and Confufion. 

It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the 
People made them very humble; for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there died near a thoufand a ... 
Day, one Day with another, even by the Account: 
of the weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to 
be alfur'd never gave a full Account, by many thou
fands; the Confufton being fuch, and the Carts work 
ing in the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in 
fome Places no Account at all was kept, but they 
work' don ; the Clerks and Sextons not attending for 
Weeks together, and not knowing what Numbe; they 
carried. This Account is verified by the following 
Bills of Mortality. 

Of all Difeafes. Of the P/agu~. 

\

r Aug. S to Aug. I) - S319 -- 38So 
to 22 SS6S 4237 
to 29 7496 61 02 

From ~ Aug. 29 to Sept. s 8252 698& 

l 
to 12 7690 6S4.f. 
to 19 8297 7165 
to 26 64t o S'53l 

Sept. 2~ to oa. 3 ~ 710 4929 
to- 10 s~6s 4221 

59870 49705 
' So that the Grofs of the People were carried off in 

thefe two Months; for as the whole Number wh;cli 
was brought in, to die of the Plague, was but6859o 
here, is fifty thoufand of them, within a Trifle, in 
two Months; I {ay 5oooo, becaufe, as there wants 
~95 in the Number above, fo there \vants :wo Days 
of two Months, in the Account of Time. 

Now when, I fay, that the Pariili Officers did not 
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended 
upon for their Account, let any one but confider how 

I z !Jen 



116 

Men could be exaCt: in fuch a Time of dreadful Di.
firefs, and when many of them were taken fick them
felves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their 
Accounts were to be given in, I mean the Parifh· 
Clerks; bdides inferior Officers; for tho' thefe poor 
Men ventured at all Hazards, yet they were far from 
being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially, 
if it be true,that the Parifh of .S'tepney had within the 
Year, one hundred and lixteen Sextons, Grave-diggers, 
and their AHifiants, that is to fay, Bearers, Bell·men, 
and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies. 

Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow 
them Leifure, to take an exaa Tale of the dead Bo· 
dies, which were all huddled together in the Dark 
into a Pit ; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could 
come nig.h, but at the utmofi Peril. I obferv'd of· 
ten, that in the Parilhes of A/gate, and Cripplegate, 
White-Chappel and Stepney, there was five, fix, feven, 
and eight hundred in a Week, in the Bills, wh~reas 
if we may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv'd in 
the City, all the Time, as well as I, there died fome· 
times 2ooo a-Week in thofe Parifhes; and I faw it 
under the Hand of one, that made as frriet an exa
mination into that Part as he could, that there really 
died an hundred thoufand People of the Plague, in 
it that one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of 
the Plague, was but 68 5 90. 

If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what 
I faw with my Eyes, and heard from other People 
that were Eye Witneifes, I do verily believe the fame, 
1.1i~. that there died, at leafi, 1 ooooo of the Plague 
~nly, befides other Difiempers, and befides thofe 
which died in the Fields, and High-ways, and fe· 
£ret Places, out of the Compafs of the Communica· 
tion, as it was called; and who were aot put down in 
the BilJs, tho' they really belonged to the Body os 
the lnbabitants. It wa known to us all, that abun· 
dance of poor difpairing Creatures, who had the 
Diflemper upon them, and were grown -tlupid, ot 
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rimt w· meJancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wan
le~ ili' dred away into the Fields, and \Voods, and into fe
~ tno': · cret uncouth Places, almo!l any where to creep into 
:fwcrt. a Bufh, or Hedge, and DIE. 
mit),:·· The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would in 
nao~ Pity, carry them Food, and fet it at a Difiance, that 

they might fetch it, if they were able, and {ometimes 
they were not able; and the next Time they went, 
they !hould find the poor Wretches lie dead, and the 
Food untouch'd. ~The Number of thefe miferable Ob
jeCts were many, and I know fo many that perilh'd 
rhus, and fo exactly where, that I belie\'e I could go 
to the verv Place and dig their Bones up fiill; for the 
Country People would go and dig a Hole at a Di~ 
fiance from them, and then \Vith long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into thefe 
Pits, and then thro' the Earth in Form as far as they 
.could cafi it to cover them ; taking notice how the 
Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side which theSe -
men call to-Wind-ward, that the Scent of the Bodies 
might blow from them; and thus great Numbers 
went out of the World, who were never known or 
any Account of them taken, as well within the Bills 

a~ of Mortality as without. 
~" This indeed I had, in the main, only from the .Re
. ~ lation of others; for I feldom walkll' d into the Fields, 

11~~·1 .except towards Bednal-gre~n and Hackney ; or as here ... 
otr. after: But when I did walk I always faw a great ma-

ny poor \Vanderers at a Difiance, but I could know 
little of their Cafes; for whether it were in the Street, 
or in the Fields, if we had feen any Body coming, it 
was a general Metho~ to walk away ; yet I believe 

m the Ac<'ount is exaB:Iy trne. · 
As this puts me upon mentioning my walking 

the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking no• 
tice what a defolate Place the City was at that 
Time: The great Street I liv'd in, which is l nown 
to be one of the , br.oadeft of all the Streets of Lon-: 
.don. l mean of the Suburbs as well as the "ber .. 
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ties; all the Side where the Butchers lived, efpecial .. 
ly without the Bars was more like a green Field 
than a paved Street, and the People generally went 
in the middle with the Horfes and Carts: It is true, 
that the tarthefi End towards Whiu-Chappel Church, 
was not all pav'd, but even the Part that was pav'd 
was full of Grafs alfo; but this need not feem firange 
fince the great Streets within the City, fuch as Lea· 
den· ball-Street, Bijhopgate·Street, Cornhill, and even the 
Exchange it felt, had Grafs growing in them, in fe· 
veral Places ; neither Cart or Coach were feen in the 
Streets from :t\1orning to Evening, except fome Coun· 
try Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peafe, Hay 
and Straw, to the Market, and thofe but very few, 
eo m pared to what was ufual : As for Coaches they 
were fcarce ufed, but to carry lick People to the Pefi· 
Houfe, and to other Hofpitals; and fome few to carry 
Phyficians to fuch Places as they thought fit to \·en· 
tu re to vifi t; for really Coaches were dangerous things, 
and People did not Care to venture into them, becaufe 
they did not know who might have been carried in 
them lafi; and lick infeB:ed People were, as I haw 
fard, ordinarily carried in them to the Pefl:-Houfcs, 
atid fometimes People expired in them as they went 
a: on g. 

le is tru(:, when the Infettion came tofuch a Height 
;l'i I have now m~ntioned, there were very few Phjfi· 
cians, which car'd to fiir abroad to fick Houfes, and 
very many of ~he moll: eminent of the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was in· 
deed a difmal time, and for about a Month together, 
not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mortality, I be
lieve there d~d not die Iefs than ~ 5 oo or 1 7oo a-Day, 
one Day with another. 

One of the worfl: Days we · had in the whole Time, 
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September, when 
indeed good People began to think, that God w~s 
:refolved t? make a. full End of the People in this mt" 

(erabl~ ~.ty. 'fp~s w*s a~ that 'fime when the 
· ' fl~gue 
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Plague was fully come into the Eafiern Parifhes: The 
Pariih of A !gate, if I may give my Opinion buried above 
a thoufand a Wt:ek for two Weeks, tho' the Bill s did 
not fay fo m4ny ; but it furrounded me at fo difmal a 
rate, that there w.as not Houf~ in twenty uninfwed ; 
in the Minories, in Ho~mdfditch, and in thofe Parts of A l
gate Parifh about r.heButcher Row, and the Alleys over a· 
ganifi me, I fay in thofe placesDeath reigned in every 
Corner. White Chapel Parilh was in the iame Condi
tion, and tho' muc hlefs than the Parifh I liv'd in; yet 
bury' cl near 6oo a Week by the Bins ; and in my Opi
nion, near twice as many; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Familes were [wept away together; 
infomuch, that it was frequent for Nd 1bours to call 
to the Bell man, to go to fuch and fuch Houfcs, and 
fetch out the People, for that they were 4lll Dead. 

And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo
dies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain'd of, that the Bearers 
..did not take Care to clear fuch Houf~s, where all the 
Inhabirancs lA ere dead ; but that fometimes the Bodies 
lay feveral Days unburied, tiU the neighbouring Fami
lies were offended with the Stench, and confequently 
infctt'd; and this neglect of the Officers was fuch, that 
the Church \Vardens and Confiables were fumm~:m'd to 

look after it; and even the Jufiices of the 1-lamlets, were 
oblig'd to venture their Lives among them, to quicken 
and encourage them; for innumerable of the Bearers 
~y'd of the DiRemper, infected by the Bodies they 
wereoblig'd to come fo near; and had it not been, that 
the Number of poor People who wanted Employment. 
and wanted Bread, (as I have faid before,) was fogreat~ 
that Neceffity drove them to u-ndertake any Thing~ 
;1nd venture any thing, they would never hav.e found 
People to he employ' cl; and then the Bodies of the dead 
would have lain above Ground, and have perithed and 
,rotted in a dreadful Manner. 

But the Magifirates cannot be enough commended 
in this~ that they kept fuch good Order for the bu~y-
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ing of the Dead, that as fall as any of thofe they em· 
ploy' d to carry off, and bury the dead, fell tick or dy'd, 
as was many ~Times the Cafe, they immediately fup
ply'd the places with others; which by reafon of the 
great Number of Poor that was left out of Bu!inefs, 
as abov e, was not hard to do: This occafion'd, that 
notwithfl:anding the infinite Number of People which 
dy'd, and were fick almofl: all together, yet, they were 
always clear,d away, and carry·d off e\rery Night; 
fo that it was never to be faid of LondonJ that the 
Jiving were not able to bury the Dead. 

As the Defolation was greater, during thofe terrible 
Times, fo th~ Amazement of the People encreas'd; 
flnd a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do 
in the violence of their Fright, as others did the fame 
in the Agonies of their Difiemper, and this part was 
very affetting; fome went roaring, and crying, and 
wringing their Hands along the Street ; fome would 
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, call· 
ing upon God for Mercy. I cannot fay indeed, whether 
this was not in their Diil:raCt:ion; but ht it fo, it was 
frill an indication of a more ferious Mind, when they 
had the ufe of their Senfes, and was much better, t'Ven 

as it was, than the frightful yellings and cryings that 
every Day, and efpecially in the Evenings, were heard 
in fome Streets. I fuppofe the World has heard ofthe 
famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiafi: He tho' not in
fecred at all, but in his Head; went about den~mncing 
of Judgment upon the City in a frightful manner; fome· 
times quite naked, and with a Pan of burning Charcoal 
on his · Head: What qe faid or pretended, indeed I 
could not learn. 

I will not fay, w·hether that Clergyman was ~ifira· 
lied or not~ Or whether he di~ it in pure Zeal tor the 
poor People who went every Evening thro' the Streets 
of White-Chapil; and with his Hands lifted up, repeat· 
ed that,Part of the Liturgy of the Church continually; 
Spare tu good Lord, /pare thy People whom thou bafl redeem• 
·d wi!ht!J; mofl prerivtu ~food, ~ fay, ~~an not fpeak pofi

1
t.,. 
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tivelyof thefe Things ; becaufe thefe were only the 
difmal Objects which reprefented themfelves to me as l 
look'd thro' my Chamber Windows (for I feldom open-
ed the Cafements) while I confin~d my felf within 
Doors, during that mofi violent rageing of the Pefii
lence ; when indeed, as !have faid, many began to 
think, and even to fay, that there would none efcape; 
and indeed, I began to think fo too; 4nd therefore kept 
within Doors, for about a Fortnight, and never fl:irr'd 
out: But I cou~d not hold it; Be!ides, there were 
fome People, who notwirhfianding the Danger, did 
uot omit publickly to att~nd the Wodhip of God, even 
ip the mofl: dangerous ~Times ; and tho' it is true

2 that a great many Clergymen did 1hut up their Chur
ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafety of 
their Lives; yet, all did not do fo, fome ventur~d to 
officiate, and to keep up the Affemblies of the People 
by confiant Prayers; and fometimes Sermons, or 
Brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation,. 
and this as long as any would come to hear them ; 
and Diaenters did the like alfo, and even in the very 
Churches, where the Parilh Minifiers were either 
Dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 
Difference, at fuch a Time as this was. 

It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the mifera
ble Lamentations of poor dying Creatures, calJing out 
for Minifiers to Comfort them, and pray with them, to 
Counfel them, and to direct them, calling out to God 
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeffing aloud their pafr 
Sins. It would make the fioutefi Heart bleed to hear 
how many Warnings were then given by dying Peni
tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen
tance to the Day of Difirefs, that fuch a 'Time of Cala
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance ; was no 
Time to call upon God.J w i:ih I could repeat the very 
Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Exclamations that 
I heard from fome poor dying Cre2tures, when in the 
Bight of their Agonies and Difirefs ; a?d that I could 
hlake him that read this hear, as I irnagrne I now hear 
them, for the Sound feems fiill to Ring in my E If 
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If I could but tell this Part, in fuch moving Accents 

as iliou\d alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I lhould 
rejoice that I recorded thofe Things, however fllort and 
imperfeCt. 

It pleafed God that I was fiill fpar'd, and very 
hearty and found in Health, but very impatient ofbe· 
ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been 
for 14 Days or thereabouts; and I could not refhain 
my fcH, but I would go to carry a Letter for my Bro· 
thcr to the Pofi- Houfe ; then it was indeed, that! 
obferv' d a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Pofl-Houfe, as I \Vent to put in my Let· 
ter, I faw a Man Hand in one Corner of the Yard, and 
talking to another at a Window ; and a third had o· 
pen,d a Door belonging to the Office ; In the middle 
()f theY ard lay a fmaH Leather Purfe, with two Ke}S 
banging at it, and Money in it, but no Body woula 
meodle with it: I ask'd how long it had lain there; 
the Man at the Window faid, it had lain almoft an 
Hour; but that they had not meddled with it, beca~(e 
they did not know, but the Per{on who dropt lt, 

might come back to look for it. I had no fuch need 
of Money, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any In· 
clination to meddle with it, or to get the Money4t 
the hazard it might be attended with ; (o I feem'd.ro 
go away, when the Man who had open'd the Door, fato, 
l1e would take it up; but fo, that if the right Own· 
er came for it, he fl1ould be (ure to have it: So he went 
· n, and fetched a pail of Water, and fet it down hardbf 
the Purfe; then went again, and fetch'd fomeGun·pow· 
der, and cafi a good deal of Powder upon the Purfe, 
;1nd then made a Train from th.at which he had 
thrown loofe upon the Purfe; th~ train reached about 
two Yards ; after. this he goes in a third Time, a.nd 
fetches out a patr of Tongues red hot, and wh1ch 
he had prepar\i, I fuppofe on purpofe ; and firfi let· 
ting Fire to the Train of Powder, that fing'd the 
Purfe and alfo {m oak' d the Air fufficiently: But he 
;t.·as not content wuh that; but he then takes up 
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Rt~ the Purfe with the Tongs, holding it fo long till the 
~Wk Tongs burnt thro' the Purfe, and then he 1hook the 

Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried it in. 
lft'o: The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen .Shil
fim;r Jings, and fome fmooth Groats, and Brafs Farrhtngs. 
1r, ~l There might perhaps, have been fe\'eral poor Peo
ou ple,m I have obferv' d above, that would have been hardy 
mcr ~, enough to have ventured for rhe fake of the Money; 

!
i:~ but you may ealily fee by what I have obferv" d, that 
n th. e few People, who were fpar' d, were very careful of 
1' •• themfelves, at that Time when the Difirefs was fo 
f :: ~ exceeding great. , 
at:· Much about the fame Time I walk d out into the 
. it Fields towards Bow; for I had a great mind to fee 
'~ i how things were managed in the River, and among 
oofuthe Ships; and as I had fome Concern in Shipping, I 
n~ had a Notion that it had been one of the beit Ways 
11

,, of fecuring ones felf from the Infect:ion to have retir'd 
~::'into a Ship, and muling how to fatisfy my Curiofity, 
w~ in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
; , flow to Bromley, and down to Blackwall, to the Stairs, 

1 
which are there for landing, or taking \Vater. 

lt , Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or 
t/1 Sea-wall, as they call it, by himfelf, I walked a while 
0 alfo abour, feeing the Houfes all lhut up ; at lafi I fell 
. into fome Talk, at a Difiance, with this poor Man; 

. r~ firfi I asked him, how People did thereabouts? Alas, 
li: Sir! fays he, almofl all defolate; all dead or .fick: Here are 

~ery few Families in this Part, or in that Vdlage, pointing 
at Poplar, 'UJhere h(llj of them are not dead already, and tbe 

•

1 

re(} ftck. Then he pointed to one Houfe, There they are 
(ll! dead, faid he, and the Houfe fiands npen; no Body dares 

, go into it. A poor Thief~ fays he, ventured in to flea/ fome
r. thing, but he paid dear for his Theft; for he was carried to 
1 tbe ChurchYard too, /aft Night. Then he pointed to {e-

veral other Houfes. There, fays he, they are all dead; tbe 
i Man and his Wife, and fi'Ve Children. There, fays he, tbey 

(Ire /hut up, JOU fee a lf/atchman at the Door; and fo of o
, her Hou£ s. Why, fays I, What do you here all alone ? 
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Why, fays he, I am a poor de folate Man; it has pleafedGodl 
am not yet vifited, tho:l my Family is, and one of'my Children 
dead. How do you mean then, faid I, that you are not 
rvijited. Why, fays he, that's my Houfe, pointing to a 
very little low boarded Houfe, and there my poor TVrf~ 
and two Children live, faid he, if they may be faid to 
live, ; for my 14/ife and one of the Children are vijited, but 
I do not come at them. And with that \Vord I faw the 
Tears run very plenrift.11ly down his Face; and fo 
they did down mine too, I aflure you. 

But faid I, Wby do you not come at them ? How can yo11 
llbandon your own Flejh, and Blood? Oh, Sir! fays he, th~ 
Lord forhid; 1 do not abandon them ; I work for tlmn ai 

mucb as I am able; and b!dfed be the Lord, I keep them 
from Want; and with that: I obferv:l d, he lifted up 
his Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefent· 
ly told me,I had happened on a Man that was no Hy· 
pocrite, but: a ferious, religious good Man, and his 
Ejaculation was an El:preffion of Thankfulnefs, that 
in fuch a Condition as he w.as in, he :fhould be able 
to fay his Family did not want. Well, fays I, ho
nejllv!an, that is a great Mercy as things go now witb the 
Pvor : But ho'W do you live tben, and how are you kept from 
tiJe dreadful Calamity tbat is now upon us all? Why Sir, 
iiys he, I am a TVaterman, and thtre's my Boat, fayshe, 
and the Boat {erves me {or a Houfe ; 1 work in it in tht 
Del), and I Jleep in it in the Night ; and what I get, I lay 
tlown upon that Stone, fays he, !hewing me a bro~d Sto~e 
on the other Side of the Street, a good way trom h1s 
Houfe, and then, fays he, 1 ha/loo, and cali to tf;em till 

make them hear; and they come andfet,h it. 
WeD Friend, fays I, but how cmz ;·ou get any Mv·ney ara 

ff7aterman? does any Body go lry Water tbife 'timer? Yes 
.. '>i,-, fa ys he, in the Way I am employ' d there does. Do yot' 
/"c there, {a ys he, jive Ships lie at Anchor, poimiug down 
the River, a good way below the Town, and do yotl 
{ee, fay s he, eight or ten Ships lie at t/;e Chain, then, 

nd at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. AIJ 
:bo/e Sbips ba.ve Familie,; o board, of tbeir Mercbants 

and 
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nnd Owners, and fucb like, who h{17.ie lock'd themfel-ues 
up, and live on board, c!ofe }hut in, for fear of the L'ZfoE/i
on ; and I tend on them to fetch 7 hings for them, carry 
Letttrs, and do what is ahfolutely necejfary, that they may 
not be obliged to come on Shore ; and every Mgbt I /aflen 
my Boat on board one of the Shi/'s Boats, and there Ijleep 
by myfelj~ and blejfed he God, I am preferv'd hitherto. 

Well, (aid I, Friend, but will they let you come on board, 
after you have been on Shore here, when this is fi:ch a ter
rible Place, and.fo infeEled as it is l 

Why, as to that, faid he, I 'Very (eldom go up the Ship 
Side, bttt deliver what 1 hring to their Boat, or lie by the 
Side, and they hoifi it cm board; if I did, I think they are 
in no Danger from me, for I never go into any Houfe on 
Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my own Famsly; But 
1 fetch Provijions for them. 

Nay, fays I, but that may be worfe,for you mufi hrzv~ 
thofe Provifions of fome Body or other ; and finct all tbis 
Part of the Town is fo infeRed, it is dangerous fo much ar 
to !peak with any Body; for this Village, fa id I, is as it 
were, the Beginning ~!'London, tho' it be at fome Difiance 
from it. 

That is true, added he, but you do not underflaml me 
Right, I do not buy Pro7li(ions for them here; I row up 
to Greenwich and buy frefh Meat there, and {ometimes I 
row down the River to Woolwich and buy there; tben 1 
go to fingle Farm Houfes on the Kentijh Szde, where I am. 
kn&wn, and buy Fowlr and Eggs, and Butter, and bring 
to the Ships, as tbey dire[/ me, fometimes one,fometimu the 
otber; I feidom come on Shore here; and I came now only 
to call to my Wife, and hea-r how my little Family do, and 
give them a little Money, which I rtcei'U' d !aft Nigbt. 

Poor Man 1 faid I and bow much haft tbou gotteltl [or 
them l ' 

I have gotten four Shillings, fa id he, wbicb i1 a great 
Sum, as things go now with poor Men ; but they ha'tJe given 
me a Bag of B-read too, and a Salt Fifo and fome Flejh ; 

/o aU belps out. 
U~ll 
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Well, faid I, and have you given it them ;et? 
No, faid he, but I have called, and my Wife has an· 

f'U:ered, that fhe cannot come out yet, but in Half an Hour 
foe hopes to come, and I am wazting for her: Poor Woman! 
fays he, fhe is brought /t~dly down; /he has a Swelling, and 
it is broke, antl I hope /he will 1 ecover ; but I fear the Child 
wiO die; but it is the Lord ! - Here he fiopt, 
and wept very much. 

U/ell, honefl Fi·iend, fa id I, thou hafi a Jure Comform, 
if thou haft brought thy felj to be re(ign' d to the will of God, 
he is dealing with us all in 'Judgment. 

Oh, Sir, fays he, it i.r mfinite Mercy, if any of us art 
{par' d ; and rwbo am I tO repine ! 

Sayefl thou {o, faid I, and how much lefs is my Faith 
tban thint ? And here my Heart {mote me, fuggefiing 
how muth better this Poor Man's Foundation wa!, 
on which he fiaid in the Danger, than mine; that 
he had no where to fly; that he had a Family to bind 
him to Attendance, which I had not; and mine was 
meer Prefumption, his a true Dependance, and a Cou· 
rage refiing on God: and yet, that he ufed all pof· 
fible Caution for his Safety. 

I turn'd a little way from the Man, while tbefe 
Thoughts engaged me, for indeed, I could no more 
refrain from Tears than h~. 

At length, afrcr fome farther Talk, the poor Wo
man opened the Door, and call' d, Robert, Rotert; ne 

. anfwered and bid her fiay a few Moments, and be 
would come; lo he ran down the common Stairs to 
his Boat, and fetch'd up a Sack in which was thePro
,·ifions he had brought from the Ships; and when he 
returned, he hallooed again ; then he went to the great 
Stone which he fhewed me, and emptied the Sack, 
and laid all out, every Thing by themfelves, and then 
retired ; and his Wife came with a little Boy to 
fetch them away ; and he calld, and faid, fuc~.a 
Captain had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captatn 
fuch a Thing, and at the End adds, God has font it ~6, 

gl"ti! 
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1
, give Thanks to him. When tne Poor Woman had taken 

' 1 ~Jfu up all, !he was fo weak, fhe could not carry it at once :ut\ in, tho' the Weight ?Vas not much neither ; fo fhe left the 
.er. Bifcuit which was in a little Bag, and left a lit tle daJ~ 

Boy to watch it till fhe came again. ;~uli11~ 1. f/f/ell, /;ut fays I to him, did you leave her the JOUr 
.. H::: r: ' 'l Shillings too, which you Jnid was your Weeks Pay! 

YES, YES, fays he, you jhrzU hear her own it. So he 
~a~~a~ calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it feems was her 
dt~ta Name, did you take up the Money? YES, faid fhe. How 
l . much ·was it, faid he ? Four Shillings and a Groat, fa!d 
q,~ fhe. Well, well, fays he, the Lord keep JOU all; and fo 

he turned to go away. . 
~Dkf11 • As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this 

otemt, Man's Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charicy 
Fou.~ for his AffiHance ; fo I call"d him, Hark thee Friend, 

11 t~al fa id I, come hither; for I believe thou art in Health, that 
~ aflm; I may venwre thee; fo I pull'd out my Hand, which was 
ot; l~· in my Pocket before, here, fays I, go and call thy Ra
aac,t, chel once more, mtd give her n little more Comfort from mt. 
tne' God will never for fake a Family that trufl in him at thou 

dofl ; lo I gave him four other Shillings, and bad 
him go lay them en the Stone and call his Wife . 

I ; I have not Words to exprefs the poor Man's thank-
fulnefs, neither could he txprefs it himfelf; but by 

~, ~ Tears running down his Face; he call' d his Wife, aud 
0~n1 told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger upon 
fomr hearing their Condition, ro give them all that Money; 
om~~ and a great deal more fuch as that, he faid to htr. The 
ic~ 1 Woman too, made Signs ofrhe like Thankfuinefs, as 
s; .' well to Heaven, as to me, and joyfully pick'd it up; 
,entli and I parted with no Money all that Year, that I 
ri~l thought better bdlow'd. 

~~~ I then ask'd the poor Man .if _the Dificmper l1ad 
li:·' not reach'd to Grtem.vhb: He fatd It had not, ttll about 
· a Fortnight before; but that then he feared it had; 

but that it was only at that End of the Town, which 
t~ Jay South to\vards Deptford- Bndge; that he went on-

ly to a Butchers-Shop, and a Grocers, where he gene
rally 
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rally bought fuch Things as they fent him for; but 
was very careful. . 

I ask'd him then, how tt came to pafs, that thofe 
People who had fo fhut themfelves up in the Sh1p1, 
had not laid in fufficient Stores of all things nece!la. 
ry? He fa id fome of them had, but on the other 
Hand, fomr. did not come on board till they were fright· 
ed into it, and till it was too dangerous for them to 
go to the proper People, to lay in ~1antities of Thing~, 
and that he waited on two Ships which he lhewea 
me, that had lay'd in little or nothing bm Bifcuit 
Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought every 
Thing elfe almofi for them. I ask' d him, if there 
was any more Ships that had feparat~d themfelm, 
as thofe had done. H told me yes, all the way up 
from the Point, right againfi Greenwich, to within toe 
Shore of Lime· houfe. and Red riff, all the Ships that coula 
have Room, rid two and two in the middle of the 
Stream; and that fome of them had feveral Families 
on Board, I ask'd him, if the Difiemper had not reach· 
ed them ? He fa id he believ' d it had not, except two 
or three Ships, whofe People had not been fo watch· 
ful, to keep the Seamen from going on Shore as others 
had been; and he faid it was a very fine Sight to fee how 
the Ships lay up the Pool. 

When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as 

foon as the Tide began to come in- I ask'd if he 
would let me go with him, and bring me back, for 
that, I had a grea.t mind to fee how the Ships were 
ranged as he had told me ? He told me if I would af· 
!ure him on the Word of a Chrifiian, and of an honefi 
Man, that I had not the Difiemper, he would: I 
affur'd him, that I had not, that it had pleafed God 
to preferve me, That I liv"d in White-Chaptl, but was 
too Impatient of beingfo long within Doors, and that 
I had ventured out fo far for the Refrdhmen t of a little 
Air; but that none in my Houfe had fo much as been 
touch't with it. 
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femt· Wel!, Sir, fays he, as your Charity has been mov'd 

to pity me and my poor Family ; fure you cannot 
to ~·i11. have fo little pity left, as to put your {elf into my 
eH~i· Boat if~ ou were not Sound in Health, which would 
:all be nothing lefs than killing me; and ruining my whole 

Family. The poor Man troubled mefo much, when he 
fpoke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concern, 

~ero~ and in fuch an aftettionate Manner, that I cou'd not 
ua3ti:~ fatisfy my {elf at firfi to go at all. I told him, I 
t wntt. v1ould lay afide my Curio!ity, rather than make him 
~nin~ t uneafy ; tho; I was fure, and very thankful for it~ 
hao~: that I had no more Difremper up()n me, than the 
IK,ak ' frefhefr Man in the World: WeU, he would not have 
arat; me put it off neither,' but to let me fee how confident 
, a~!~~ he was, that I was juil: to him., he now importun
·irt,to ed me to go ; fo when the Tide came up to his 
e~ru~. Boat, I went in, and he carry'd me to Greenwich: 

While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk' d up to the Top of the Hill~ 
under which the Town fl:ands, and on the Eafi-Side 

n~,a of the Town, to get a Profpeet of the River : But 
I Ot~:e: it was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Ships 

c~ which lay in Rows, two and two, and fome Places .. OOJ• ·• , 
e$~~i: two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River, 

and this not only up quite to the Town, between the 
toG Houfcs which we call Ratc!if and Redriff, which they 
, 1· name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as 

far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the 
1-Iills give us Leave to fee it. 

I cannot guefs at the Nun_ber of Ships, but I think 
there mull: be feveral Hundreds of Sail; and I could 
not bnt applaud the Contrivance, for ten thoufand 
People, and more, who attended Ship Affairs, were 
certainly :fheltered here from the Violence of the Con
tagion, and liv;d very fafe and very eafy. 

_I returned to my own Dwelling very V\'ell fatisfied 
With my Days Journey, and particularly with the 
poor Man ; alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little SanD 
auaries were provided for fo many Families) in a ime 

of 
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of fuch Defolation. I ob[erv' d alfo, that as the ViO"" 
lence of the Plague had encreafed, fo the Ships which 
had Families on Board, remov'd and went farther 
oft~ till, as I was tPld, fome went quite away to Sea, 
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the 
Nortb Colfr, as they could befr come at. 

But it wls alfo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and liv'd on Board the Ships, were not 
entirely fafe from the InfeErion, for many died, and 
\\re re thrown over board into the River, fome in Cof
fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whofe 
Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down, 
with the 'Tide in the River. 

But I believe, I may ventnrc to fay, that in tho(e 
Ships which were thus infefted, it either happened 
where the People had recourfe to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had flayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Diilemper upon them, tho' 
perhaps, they might not perceive it, and fo the 
Difiemper dtd not come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried it with them; 0 R it was 
in thef~ Ships, where the poor \Vaterman faid they 
had not had 'Time to furni!11 themfel ves with Provi· 
fions, but were obliged to fend often on Shere to 
buy wbat they had Occafion for, or fuffered Boats 
to come to them from the Shore ; and fo the Difiem
per was broug!1t inf~n!ibly among them. 

And here l cannot but take notice that the firange 
Temper of the People of London at that Time contri· 
tributed extremely to their own Defirllction. The 
Plague began, as I have obfcrved, at the other End 
of the 'fown, nJmely, in Long-Ae1 t, Drury·Lane, &e. 
and came on towards the Ciry \'ery gr~dually at!d 
flowly. It was felt at firfl: in December, then again tn 

February, then again in April, and always but ~a very 
little at a Time; then it fiopt till May, and even the 
lafr Week in A1a)', there w .as but 17, and all at that 
End of the Town ; and all this while, even fo long, 
~s till there died above 3000 a-: Week ; yet had the 

People 
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People in Redriff, and in Wapping, and ltatclif! on 
both Sides the Kiver, and almofi all Southu.rark-Side, 
a mighty Fancy, that they fhouJd not be vifitr.-d, or 
at leafi, that it would not be fo violent among them; 
Some People fancied, the fmell of the Pitch and Tar, 
and fuch other things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim
fione, which is {o much ufed by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would preferve them. Others argued 
it, bec~u{e it was in its extreamefi Violence in Weft
minfier, aLld the Parilhes of St. Giles's and St. An· 
drew's, &c. and began to abate again, before it came 
among them, which was true indeed, in Pert : For 
Example. 

f Jrotal this From the 8th to the I 5th o Augu{l. Week. 

St. Gilels in} Stepney - 197~ 
the Fields 

2
42 St. Mag. Bermond/ey 24 4030 

Cripplegate 886 Rotherhith - - 3 

From the I 5th to the 21d of Augufl. Jrotalthis 
St. Giles's in} Stepney - - 273 Week. 

the Fields I75 St. Mag. Bermcndfey 36( 
5319 Cripplegate 84 7 Rotherhith - 2 S 

N. B. That it wasobferv'd the Numbers mention'd 
, in Stepney Parilh, at that time, were generally all on that 

r·· Side where Stepnty Pari!h joined to Shoreditch, which 
'~ we now call Spittfe .. jields, where the Pari:fh of Stepney; 

comes up to the very Wall of Shoreditch Church-Yard; 
and the Plague at this Time was abated at St. Giles's 
in the Fields, and raged moft violently in Cripplegau, 
Bijbopft.ate and Shortditch Parilhes, but there was not 
J o People a-Week that died of it in all that Part of 
Stepney PariU1 , which takes in Lime-Houfe, Ratcliff
high·way, and which are now tile Parithes of Shadwtil 
and 1J7apping, even to St. Katberines by the Tower, 
ti J after tlte wl ole Month of A.,gufi was .expired; bu 
they paid for itafterwards, as I fhall obfcrve by d by. 

This~· I fay, made the People of Redriff and Wap
pitJg, Ratcliff and Limt-HJuje fo fecure, and flatter t em 

K :z. (11VCi 
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felves fo much with the Plague's going off, without 
reaching them, that they took no Care, either to fly 
1nto the Country, or fhut themfelves up ; nay, fo 
far were they from fiirring, that they rather receiv'd 
their Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houfes ; and fe'J·tral from other Places really took 
SanB:uary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God 
would pafs over and not viiit as the refi was vifited. 

And this was the Reafon, that when it came up· 
on them they were more furprized, more unprovided 
and more at a Lofs what to do than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them reatly1 
and with Violence, as it did indeed, in September and 
08ober, there was then no fiirring out into the Coun· 
try, no Body \vould fuffer a Stranger to come near 
them, no nor near the Towns where they dwelt; and 
as I have been told, feveral that wandred into the 
Country on Surry Side were found fiarv' d to Death in 
the Woods and Commons, that Country being more 
open and more woody, than any other Part fo near 
London; efpecially about Norwood,. and the Parifues of 
Camberwe!l, Dullege, and Lufum, where it feems no Bo· 
dy d urfi relieve the poor di.firefs'd People for fear of 
the Infection. 

This Notion having, as I fa id,. prevailed with the 
People in that Part of the Town, was in Part the Oc· 
(;afion, a.r Jfaid before, that they had Recourfe to Ships 
for rheir Retreat; and where they did this early, an~ 
with Prudence, fnrnifhing themfelves fo with Prov1· 
fions, that they had no need to go on Shore for Sup
plies, or fufter Boats to come•on Board to bring them; 
I fay where they did fo they had certainly the faf· 
dl: Retreat of any People whatfoever: But the D~· 
.firefs was fuch, that People ran on Board in thetr 

right without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships, 
that had LO Men on Board to remove them farther 
oft~ or to take the Boat and go down the River to 
buy Provifions where it might be done fafely; and 

. th~~ 
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t 1efe often fufferec, and were infected on board as 
much as on Shore. 

As the richer Sort got into Ship~, fo the lower Rank 
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters, and Fi!hmg· boats ; 
and many, efpecially Watermen, Jay in their Boats; 
but thofe made fad Work of it, efpecially the latter, 
for going about for Provifion, and perhaps to get their 
Subiifience, the Infeet:ion got in among them and made 
a fearful Havock; many of the Warermen died alone 
in their Wherries, as they rid at their Roads, as well 
above-Bridge as below, and wer~ not found fomctimes 
till they were not in Condition for any Body to toucll 
or come near them. 

Indeed the Difirefs of the People at this Sea-faring 
End of the Town was very deplorable, and deferved 
the greatefl: Commiferation : But alas! this was a 
a Time when every one's private Safety lay fo near 
them, that they had no Room to pity the Difirdles 
of others ; for every one had D~ath, as it were, at his 
Door, and many even in dieir Families, and knew not 
what to do, or whither to fly. 

This, I fay, took away all Compaffion ; (elf Pre· 
fervation indeed appear'd here to be the fidl: Law. 
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as 
they Jauguifhed in the utmofl: Difl:refs : And in fome 
Places, tho' not fo frequent as the other, Parents did 
rh!-! like to their Children; nay, fome dreadful Ex
amples there were, and particularly two in one Week 
ot difl:rdled Mothers, q.veing and difirafted, killing 
their own Children ; one when:ot was not far off from 
where I dwelt; the poor lunatick Creature not liv
ing herfelf long enough to be fenlible of the Sin of 
vzhat ihe had done, much lefs to be puni1h'd for ito 

It is not indeed to be wondred at, for the D'\nger of 
immediate Death to our(elves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another: I fpeak in ge
ner311, for there were many lnfiances of immovable 
Affecbon, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that 
came to my K:nowledg; that ·s to fay, by here-fay Q 

F9r I fhall not take upon me to vouch th of 
the Particulars. I< 3 
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To introduce one, let me fir!l mention-, that on~ 

of the moil: deplorable Cafes, in all the prefent Cala .. 
mi ty, was, that of Women w.ith Child ; who when 
they came to the Hou~ of ,thet~ Sorrows, and their 
Pains came upon them, cou d netther have help of one 
Kind or another; neither Midwife or Neigbouring 
Women to come near them; mofi of the Midwives 
were dead ; ~fpecially, of fuch as ferv'd the poor; 
and many, if not all the Midwives of Note were ~ed 
into the Country : So that it was next to impoffible 
for a poor Woman that cou'd not pay an immoderate 
frice to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they 
did, thofe they cou'd get were generally unskilful 
and igrorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of 
this was, that~ mofi unufual and incredible Number 
ofWomen were reduc'd to the utmofi difirefs. Some 
were deliver' cl and fpoi1 1d by the ra1hnefs and igno
rance of thofe who pretended to lay them. Children 
without Number, were, I might fay murthered by 
the fame, but a more jufl:ifiable ignorance, pretending 
they· would fave the Mother, whatever became of 
the ~hild; anc L any Times, both ~1oth er and Child 
were lofi in the fame Manner; and efpecjally, where 
the Mother had the Difiemper, there no Body would 
~ome near them, and both fometimes perilh' d : Some· 
times the 1other has d~ed of the Plague ; and the 
Infant, it may be half born, or borri but not parted 
from the Mother. Some died in the very Painsof 
their Travel, and not deliver"' cl at all ; and fo many 
were the Cafes of this Kind, that it is hard to Judge 
of them. 

- · Something of it will appear in the unufual NullJ· 
hers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho' I am 
far from allowing them to be able to give any Thing 
, ,: a ful A'count) under the Arti~Ies of 

1Jild-Bed. 
Ahortive and Stil!Jorn. 
Chri[oms and lnfantJ 

I 
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was moft 

violent, and compare them with the Weeks before the 
Difiemper began, even in the fame Year: For Example: 

f 'Jan. 3 to ')cm. 10 

to 17 
to 2+ 
tO 31 

From~ 'Jan. 3 J to Feh. 7 
to 14 
to 21 

to 28 
I Feb. 7 to fttmcb 7 

f Aug. I to Aug. 8 
to 1; 

to 22 
to 29 

From~ Aug. I to Sept. 5 

I to 12 
to 19 
to 26 

I Aug. 1 to Ostob. 3 

Child bed. Abort. Stil-horn. 
7 I I) 

8 6 J I 

9 5 15 
3 2 9 
3 3 8 
6 2 -- 11 

5 - 2 13 
- 2 

5 
2 

I 

IO 

10 

----------------
48 - 24 - lOO 

- 2) 5 II 

- 23 6 8 
- 28 4 4 
-40 6 10 

- 38 2 - 11 

-39 23 00 

-42 5 17 
-42 6 10 

- l4 4 9 ------
291 - 61 - So 

To the Difparity of thcfe Numbers, is to be con ... 
fidered and allow' d for, that according to our ufual 
Opinion, who were then llpon the Spot, there wer\,o 
not one third of the People in the To\vn, during the 
Months of Auguft and September, as were 1n the~1onths 
of c;anuary and February : In a Word, the ufual Num
ber that uled to die of thcfe three Articles; a1 d a~ 
I hear, did die of them the Year before, was .. hus: 

66 S Child-.bed. --: - 189 166 5 .hild·be~. :- - 62) 
4 ( fibortrve and Stzl-born. 4)8 S '"l, ..tll'ort. & t;J-bo,.z. 617 
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This ineq uallity, I fay, is exceedingly augmented, 

when the Numbers of People are confidered : I pre· 
tend not to make any exaa Calculation of the N~m
bers of People, which were at this Time in the C:ty; 
but I !hall make a probable Conjecture at that part 
by and by : What I have faid now, is to explain the 
mifcry of thofe poor Creatures above; fo that it might 
well be faid as in the Scripture. Wo! be to thofe '()Jhe 
are witb Child; and to tbofe which give /uck in that Day. 
For indeed, it was a \Vo to them in particular. 

I was not converfant in many particular Families 
where thefe thingshappen'd; but the Out·cries of 
the miferable, were heard afar off. As to thofe who 
·were with Child, we have feen fome Calculation 
tnade ~91 Women dead in Child bed in nine Weeks; 
put of one third Part of the Number, of whom there 
ufually dy'd in that Time, but 48 of the fame Dif· 
afier. Le·t the Reader calculate the Proportion. 

There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery ofthofc 
that gave Suck, was in Proportion as gr~at. Ou~ 
Bills of Mortality cou' d give but little Light in this; 
yet, fome it did, there were feveral more than ufual 
Harv?d at Nurfe, But this was nothing : The Mifery 
was, where they were ( Ifi) fiarved for want of a 

urfe, the Mother dying, and all the Family and the 
nfants found dead by them, meerly for want ; and 

-fl may fpeak my Opinion, J do believe, that many 
hundreds of Poor helplefs Infants peiilh'd in this man· 
rter. ( zdly) Not fiarved (but poifon'd) by th~ Nurfe, 
Nay even where the Mother has been N urfe, and 
having recei v'd the Infection, has poifon' d, that is, 
infetted the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
knew they were infected rhemfelves; nay, and the In· 
1ant has dy'd in fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I can· 
~.et bur remember to leave this Admonition upon Re· 
r.:ord, ~fever fuch another dreadful Vifitation 1hould 
JP~ppen in this City ;that-all Women that are with Child 
r.that give Sucl~ iliould be gone;if they have any po· 

. - l . . . l!b.e 
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lible Means out of the Place; becaufe their Mifery 
if intetted, will fo much exceed all other Peoplesk 

I could tell here difmal Stories of living Infants be
ing found fucking the Breafl:s of their ~fathers, or 
Nurfcs, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of 
a Mother, in the Parifh where I liv, d, who having a 
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to 
View the Child, and when he came, as the Relation 
goes, was giving the Child fuck at her Breafi, and 
to all Appearance, was her felf very well : But when 
the Apothecary came clofe to her, he faw the To
kens upon that Breafl:, with which ihe was fuckling 
the Child. He was furpriz'd enough to be fure ; 
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he deiircd ilie would give the Child into his Hand; 
fo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Chi!d·too, and both dy'd before he 
cou'd get Home, to fend a preventative 1vfedicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their 
Condition; whether the Child infected the Nurfe· 
Mother, or the Mother the Child was net certain, 
but the lafi the mofi likely. 

Likewife of a Child brought I-Iome to the Parents 
· from a Nurfc that had dy'd of the Plague ; yet, the 

tender Mother would not refufe to take in her Child, 
and Iay'd it in her Bofom, by which the was infeCted, 
and dy'd with the Child in her Arms dead alfo. 

It would make the hardeft Heart move at the In
fiances that were frequently found of tender Mothers. 
tending and watching with their dear Children, and· 
even dying before them, and fometimes taking the 
Dificmper from them, and dying when the Child, for 
whom the affeCt:ionate Heart had been facrified, has 
got over it and efcap 'd. 

!he like of a Tradefman in Eafl-Smithjield, wh~fe 
Wtfe was big with Child of her firfi: Child, and f~ll 
!n ;Labour, having the Plague upon her: He cou d 
llctrhcr get Midwife to affifi her, or Nurfe to tend 
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her; and two Servants which he kept fled both from 
her. He ran from Houfe to Houfe like one difiract· 
ed, but cou'd get no help; the utmofi he could get 
was, that a \Vatchman who attended at an infecced 
Houfe fhu~ up, prornis' d to fend a N urfe in the :Morn· 
ing : tfhe poor Man with his Heart broke, went 
back, affitl:ed his Wife what he cou'd, acted the part 
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the 
World ; and his Wife in about an Hour dy'd in his 
Arms, where he held her dead Body faft till the 
Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the 
Nurfe as he had promifed; and coming up the Stairs, 
for he had left the Door open, or only latched: 
They found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in 
his Arms ; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 
dy'd in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the 
InfeCtion upon him, but meerly funk under the Weight 

of his Grief~ 
I have heard alfo ·of fome, who on the Death of 

their Relations, have grown fiupid with the infup· 
portable Sorrow, and of one in particular, who was 
fo abfolutely overcome with the Preffure up0n his Spi· 
rits, that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body, 
fo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 
was very little feen above the Bones of his Shoulders.; 
and by Degrees, lofeing both Voice and Senfe, h1s 
Face looking forward, lay againfr his Collar-Bone, 
and cou'd not be kept up any otherwife, unlefs held 
up by the Hands of other People ; and the poor Man 
never came to himfelf again, but languifhed near a 
Year in that Condition and died: Nor was he ever 
once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon anY 
particular 0 bjeet. · 

I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum· 
mary of fuch Paffages as thefe, becaufe it was not po· 
fible to come at. r.he Particulars; where fotn~t}rr;es 
the whole Fam1!1es, where fuch Th~ngs happend, 
W'erc carry'd otfby the Difiemper: But there were 
innumerable · fcs of th · l{ind, which pref~nted to the 
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~~t ~he Eye, and the Ear; even in pa!fing along the ~treets, 
'~ as I have hinted above, nor Js it eafy .o g1ve any 
~ Story of this, or that Family, which there was not · 
!~" divers parallel Stories to met with of the fame Kind. 
:n"' But as I am now talking of the Time, when the 
' ' Plague rag'd at the Eafier-mofi: Patt of the Town ; , 
a~~ how for a long Time the People of thole Parts 
~ . had flattered themfelves that they fhould efcape; and 
r~: how they were furprized, when it came upon them 
it as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an arm .. 

~ ~ ed Man, when it did come. I fay, this brings me 
u~' back to the three poor Men, who wandered fron1 
:, Wapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do, 

10 and who I mention'd before; one a Bifcuit· Baker, ot:e 
Gr. a. Sail-Maker, and the other a Joiner; all ofWapping, 
j: or thereabouts; 
er ' The S!eepinefs and Security of that Part as I have 

obferv' d, was {uch ; that they not only did not fhift 
t~! for them{elves as others did; but they boaHed of be
l ing fafe. and of Safety being with them; and many 
rlr People fled out of the City, and out of the infetted Su

burbs, to lVapping, Ratcliff, Lime-houfe, Poplar, and 
fuch Places, as to Places of Security ; and it is not at 

~ all unlikely, thac their doing this, help'd to bring 
. the Plague that way fafier, than it might otherwife 
~ have come. For tho' I am much for Peoples flying 

away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon 
. the firfi Appearance of a like VifttatJOn, and that 

all People that have any poffible Retreat, fhould 
make ufe of it in Time, and begone; yet, I mufi fay:. 

o when all that will fly are gone, thofe that are left and 
mutt Hand it, fhould fiand fiock fl:ill where they are:. 
and not ihift from one End of the To ~n, or one Part 
of the Town to the other ; for that is the Bane and 
Mifchief of the ~hole, ~nd they carry the Plague 

~ from Houfe to Houfe in their very Clothes. 
Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs 

and Cats : But becaufe as they were omefiick Ani
m~1s, 
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mals, and are ap~ to run from Houfe to Houfe, and 
from Street to Street; fo they are capable of carry· 
ing the Effil!via o~ Infectious Ste~ms of Bodies in· 
fee:ted, even In the1r Furrs and Ha1r; and therefore) it 
was that in the beginning of the InfeB:ion, an Order 
was publiihed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi· 
{hates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians; 
th~t all the Dogs and Cats fhould be imediately kil· 
led, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution. 

It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended 
upon, what a prodigious Number of thofe Creatures 
were defl:roy'd : I think they talk" d of forty thou[and 
Dogs, and five times as many Cats, few Houfes be· 
ing without a Cat, and fome having feveral, andfome· 
times five or fix in a Houfe. All poffible Endeavours 
were us' d alfo to defiroy the Mice and Rats, efpe· 
cially the latter; by laying Rats· Bane, and other 
Poifons for them, and a prodigious multitude of them 
~ere alfo defiroy' d. 

I often reflected upon the unprovided Condition, 
that the whole Body of the People were in at the 
fidl coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
.it was for Want of timely entriug into Meafures, and 
Managements, as well publick as private, that all 
the Confufions that followed were bronght upon us; 
and that fuch a prodigious Number of People funk 
in that Difall:er, which if proper Steps had been 
taken, might, Providet1ce concurring, have been a· 
voided, and \vhich, if Pofl:crity think fit, they may 
take a Caution, and \Yarning fron1 : But I !hall come 
to this Part againg 

I come back ro my three Men : Their Story has a 
Moral in every Part of it, and their whole ConduCt, 
and that of {ome who they join'd \Vith, is a Patern 
for all poor ~1en to follow, or Women either, if ever 
fuch a Time comes again ; and if there \Vas no other 
End in recording it, I thing this a. very jufi one, wbe· 
ther my Account be exactly ~ccording to Face or no. 

Two of them are laid to c Brothers, the one an 
old Soldier, but now a Baker ; the other a 

Lm 
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H 1ame Sailor, but now a S~il - ~aker; the Third a 
1 ·. Joiner. Says John the Btfcutt Baker, one Day to 
~ ~{ Thomas . his Brother, the Sail-maker, Brot!Jtr ~l'o~, 
,· what wtll hecome of us? The Plague grows hot m the Crty, 
···and encr~afes this way: What Jhall we do? 
~~ . Truly, fays Thomas, I am at a great Lofs ·illhat to do, 
:! ~~~ for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, 1 jhall be turn'~ 
' ~·, out of rny Lodging : And thus they began to talk of lt 
If~. beforehand. 
e[ John, Turn'd out of your Lodgmg, Tom! if you are, 
~ I don't kuow who will take )'OU in; for People are Jo afraid 
~fc.u of one another now, there's no getting a Lodging any where. 
~~ Tho. Why? The People where I lodge are good civil 
~ People, and have Kindnefs enough for me too; hut they 
I, fay I go abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be dan
fu gerouJ ; and they talk of locking themfelves up, and letting 
~ no Body come near them. 

John, Why, they are in the right to !le Jure, if they re
tu~. · folve to venture flaying in Town. 

Tho. Na_y, I might e'en refolve to flay within Doors 
C. too, for, except a Suit of Sails that my M after has in Hand, 

-' and v.;hich I am jufl a finifhing, I am like to get no more 
' l.f/ork a great wbzle; there's no 7radtJ (iirs now; Work-
1 men and Servants are tm ned off every where, fo that I might 
: he glad to be lock'd up too : But I do not fee they will b~ 
'u:i/ling to confent to that, any more than to the other. 

John, Why, what will you do tben Brother? and what 
fha/11 do? jo1 I am almofi ar bad as you; the Ptople wher~ 
I lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid, and /he 1~ 
to go next Week, and to jhut the Houje quite up, Jo that I 
/hall be turn'd a drift to the wide World before you, and I 
am re{olved to go away too, zf I knew but where to go. 

Tho. ~e were both diflraRed we did not go away at 
firfl, then we might ha' travelled any where; there's no jtir
ring now; we /ball be jlnrv' d ~f we pretend to go out of 

• Town; they won't let us have ViEiuals, 1zo, nrt for our 
Mane·, nor let us come into the 7f. w;u, much lej'J into their 
Htmfu. 

.. :· .. ,.. 
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Joht~, A nd that which ; s almofi as bad, I ha7Je but little 

A1oney to help my f eif with neither. 
T ho. As to that we might make fhift; I h4ve ·a little, 

iho' 1lOt much ; but I tell )OU there's no (tirring on the Road. 
1 know a Couple of poor honeft l!rfen in our Street_ have at· 
tempted to travel, f!i1d at Barnet, or \Vhetfion, or tbere 
abo~t, the People offered to ji1 e at them if they pr~tendtd to 
go fon.;Jard ; f o they are come back again quite difcourag'd. 

John, I would have ventured their Fire, if 1 had been 
there ; If! had been denied Fuod for my MJn'y they fhould 
ha' feen me take it before their Faces ; and ij I had ten· 
dred Money for it, they could not have taken any Courfe 1vith 
me byLaw. 

Tho. You talk JOUr old Soldier's Language, as if JOU 
were in the Low-Countris no'W, but this is a Ierious thing. 
The People have good Reafn to keep any Bcdy off, that 
they are not fatisfied are found, at fuch a Timt m this; 
and we mufl not plu11der them. 

John, No Brother, )'OU miflrtke the Cafe, and mifiakt 
ine too, I would plundtr no Body ; but for any Town upon 
the R(;ad to deny me Leave to pafs thro' the To'wn m the 
optn High-rVay, and d£ny me Provijions for my Money, is 
to fay tbe Town has a R ~ht to fiarve me to Deatb, 'tvbich 
cannot be true. 

Tho. But they do not deny you Liberty to go back again 
from whence you came, and therefor--e they do not fl .u·ve JO:t, 

John, But the next Town behind me wilt b}· tbe fame 
Rule deny me leave to go hack, and fo tl;ey do Jlarve me 
hetween them ; hejides there is no Law to prohibit my tra'Uel· 
ling wherever I will on the Road. 

Tho. But there will be {o much Difficulty in difputing 
with them at tvery Town on the Road, that it is not fo: 
poor Men to do it, or to undertake it at fuch a Time as thts 
is efpecial~y. 

John, J~Vhy Brother? Our Condition at this Rate is WOije 
than any Bod~es elfe ; for we can neither go away nor fl_ay 
here; 1 am of the fame Mind with the Lepers of Sa m ana, 
lf we flay here we are fure to die; I mean efp£ciaCy, 
as ;·ou and 1 are j1at~d, without a Dwef/ing-Houje of our 

()'1))11, 
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Dr:. ~ ~1un, and without Lodging in any Bodies e/fe; there is no 

lying in the Street at fuch a Time as tbis; we had as good 
~~.! go into the Dead Cart at ome: Therefore 1/ay, if we Hay 
~~ here we are fure to die, and if we go away we can buc 

tt die : 1 am refolv' d to be gone. 
tl: Tho. You will go away : Whither will you go? and 
9, what can you do? I would as wiUingly go away as )'OU, if 
d, I knew whither: But we have no Acquaintance, no Friends. 
~, gH Here ·we were horn, and here we mufl die • 
. 1 John, Look you Tom, the whole Kingdom is my Na-
~f tiv~ Country as weU af this TOwn. Tort may as well fay, 1 
, mufl not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as that 1 muft 

not go out of the Town I was born in> when it is in/e8ed 
·1 with the Plague. I was born in England, and ha7Je a 

fo Right to live in it if 1 can. 
Tho. But yott know every vagrant Ptrfon may /;y the 

~~ La'lmof England, be taken up, and pafs'd hack to their 
/aft legal Settlement. 

1, John, But bow /hall they_ mal..e me vagrant; I dejire only 
. to travel en, upon my la~1,ful Occajions. 

1 '~ Tho. What lawful Occafions can 'I.ve preund to tra-
J rue!, or rather wander upon, they will not /;e put off with 

D: Words. 
John, Lnot f/J'ing to fnve our Lives, a Lawful Oc

' cajion! and do tbey not all know that the Faf1 is true: We 
cannot b~ faid to dijfemble. 

Tho. But fuppoje they let us pa(J·, Whither foal/ we go l 
John, Any where to fave our Lives: It is Tzme enougb 

· o co1:jider that when ·we are got out of this Town. lf I am 
once out of thii dreadful Place I care not 7.J.'here I go. 

1 Tho. We jhaU be driven to great Extremitiei. I know 
not wbat to think of it. 

John, lf/eU Tom, confider of it a little. 

This was about the Beginning of 1uly, 2nd tho' 
the Plague was come forward in tnc Wefi and North 
Parts of the Town, yet all f/Papping, as I have ob
ferved before, and Redri.ff, and Ra.tcliff, and Lime
Roufo, and Pop/a;·., in !hort, Deptjord and Greenwich, 

all 
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all both Sides of the River from the the Hermitage, 
and from over againfr it, quite down to B!ack·waU, 
was intirely free, there had not one Perfon died of 
the Plague in all Stepney Parifh, and not one on the 
South Side of White Chappel Road, no, not in any 
Pardh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week 
rifen up to I oo6. 

It was a Fortnight after this, before tht the two 
Brothers met again, and then the Cafe was a little 
altered, and the Plague \Vas exceedingly advanced, 
and the Number greatly encreafed, the Bill was up 
at 2 78 5, and prodigioufiy encreafing, tho' fiill both 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well: But 
fome began to die in Redriff, and about five or fix 
in RatclifHigh· Wtq, when the Sail Maker came 
to his Brother John, exprefs, and in fome Fright, 
for he was abfolutely warn 'd out of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Bro· 
ther John was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite ou~, 
and~had only beg,d Leave of his Mafter the Bifcu~t 
Baker to lodge in an Out- Houfe belonging to hts 
Work-houfe, where he only lay upon Straw, with 
fome Rifcuit Sacks, or Bread-Sacks, as they catl'd 
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to 

over him. 
Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being 

at an End, and no \Vork, or Wages to he had, they 
would make the bell: of their \V ay to get out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Infection ; and beitw as 
good Husbands as they could, would endeavour to 
Jive upon what they had as long as it would !aft, 
and then work for more, if they could get Work any 
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would. 

\Vhile they were confidering to put this Refolu· 
tion in Practice, in the befi Manner they could, 
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail Maker, came to know of the Defign, and 
got Leave to be one of the Number, and thus they 
prepared to fee ou~. 
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It happened that they had not an equal !hare of 

Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the bell: 
Stock, was befides his being Lame, the mofi unfit 
to expect to get any thing by Working in the Coun
try, fo he was content that what Money they had 
ibould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition,. 
that whatever any one of them could gain mote than 
ano~her, it fuould, without any grudging, be all ad
ded to the fame publick Stock. 

They refolv,d to load themfclres with as little 
Baggage as poffible, becaufa they refolv'd at fir!l to 
travel on Foot; and to go a great way, that they 
might, if poffible, be effectually Safe; and a great 
tnany Confultations they had with themfelves,before 
they could agree about what Way they fhould tra
vel, which they were fo far from adjufiing, that even 
to the Morning they fet out, they were not refolv"d 
on it. 

At lafl: the Seaman put in a Hint that deter m in' d 
it; Firfr, fays he, the Weather is very hot, and then ... 
tore I am for travelling North, that we n1ay not 
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 
Breafis, which will heat and fuffocate us; and I have 
been told, fays he, that it is not good to over-heat 
our Blood at a Time when, for ought we know, the 
InfeBion may be in the very Air. In the next Place:t 
fays he, I am for going the Way that may be con· 
trary to the \Vind as it may blow when we fet out, 
that we may not have the \Vind blow the Air of the 
City on our Backs as '"ego. Thefe two Cautions were 
approv'd of; if it could b~brought fo to hit, that the 
Wind might not be in the South when they fet out 
to go North. 

John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 
in his Opinion; Firfr, fays he, we none of us ex
pea to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will · 
be a little too hard to lie ju.fr in the open 
Air; tho' it be warm Weather, yet it Ill6lY be wet, 

L and 
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and <.h.mp, and we ha\·e a dcuble Renfon to 
tal\e c., re of o~. r Healths at {itch a time as this; 
and therefore, fays he, you, ·Brother Tom. that arc 
a Sail-mal~.er, n1.ght eafily nul'c us a little Tent, 
and I wlll unc.krt:.ll{c to [et it up every Night, and 
take it down, and a F1g for all the Inns in England; 
if we have a gocd Tent over our Heads, we {ball do 
\\ell cnot..gh. 

'I' he Jo) ncr oppos'u this, and told them, let them 
leave that to him') he would undertake to build them 
a Houfe every Night with his Hatchet and ~1allcr, 
.rho' he 11ad no other 1'ools, which £hould be h.1lly to 
their fatisfattion, and as good as a 'I'cnt. 

1"'he Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point 
fome time, but ~t lafi the Soldier carry' d it for a 
'I'ent; the only Objcftivn againfi it was, that it 
1 uH: be carry' d with them, and that would encreafe 
their Baggage too much, the Weather being hot; but 
the Sail-malrer had a piece of good Hap fell in whi~h 
made that ealie, for, his Mafier who he worh'd for 
having a Rope-Walk as well as his Sail-making 
Trade, had a little poor Horfe that he 1nade no ufe 
of then,. n.nd b<:ing willing to ailifi the three honei1 
Men, he g~ vc thetn the Horfe for the carrymg the1r 
Baggage; alfo for a frGall ~fatter of three DaysWorl\ 
that his Man did for him before he went, he let him 
have an old 'I'< p-gallant Sail thn.t "\:'as worn out, but 
was .fufiicicnt and more than enough to make a v~ry 
gocd Tent: 'The Soldierfhew'dhow tof11apeit,and 
they foon by his Direction made their Tent, and fit
ted 1t with Poles or Staves for the purpofe, and thus 
they were furnifh' d for their Journey ; ruiz.,. three ~1en, 
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would 
not go without Arms, for now he faid he was no 
111ore a Bifcuit-Baker, but a 1'rooper. 
' The Joyner had a fmall Bag ofTools,fucb as might 
be ufeful if he £hould get any Work abroad, as well 
for their Subfifience as his own : What Money they 

· had 
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had, they· brought all into one publick Stock, and 
thus they began their Journey. It feems that in the 
Morning when they fet out, the \Vind blew as the 
Saylor faid by his Pocket Compafs, at N. W. by W. 
So they directed, or rather refolv"'d to direCt their 
Courfe N. W. 

But then a Difficulty came in their \V ay, that as 
they fet out from the hither end of Wtlpping near 
the Hermitage, and that the Pbgue was now very 
Violent, efpecially on the North fide of the City, 
as in Shoreditch and Cripplegate Parifh, they did not 
think it fafe for them to go near thofe Parts; fo 
they went a\~:.'ay Eaft through Radclif!High-v. ay, as 
far as Radclifj:crofs, and le~\ling Stepney Church frill 
on their Left-hand, being afraid to come up fron1 
Rndcliff-Crofs to Mile· end, becaufe they 1nuft come 
jufi by the Church-yard, and becaufc the Wind that 
feemed to blow more from the W cfi, blow' d direcrl y 
from the fide of the City where the Plague was hot
tell. So I fay, leaving Stepney, they fetched a long 
Compafs, and going to Poplar and Bromley, came in
to the great Road jufl: at Bow. 

Her~ the Watch plac'd upon Bcw Bridge would 
have quelhon'd them; but they croffing the Road 
mto a narrow \V ay that turns out at the hither End 
of the Town of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided anv En
quiry there, and tr~n elled to Old-Ford. 1,he .. Con
ftablcs every where were upon their Guard, not fo 
much it feems to fiop People paffing by, as to £1:op 
them from taking up their Abode in their To\vns, 
and :withal becaufe of a Report that was ne\dy 
rais'd at that time, and that indeed was not very 
improbable, viz... That tl1e poor People in Lmdon 
being difirefs' d and fiarv' d for want of \V or le, and by 
that means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, anJ 
had raifed a Tumult, and that they \Vould come out 
to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. This, 
I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was rery well ir. 

z • \·as 
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\vas no more ; but it was not fo far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for in a. few Weeh 
more the poor People became fo Defperate by the 
Calamity they futter'd, that they were with great 
difficulty kept frOtn running out into the Fields 
and Towns, and tearing all in pieces where-ever 
they came ; and, as I have obferved before, nothing 
hinder' d them but that the Plague rag' d fo triolent
ly, and fell in upon them fo furiou!ly, that they ra
ther went to the Grave by Thoufands than into 
the Fields in Mobs by Thoufands: For in the Parts 
about the Parifhes of St. s~pulchres, Clerk.enwell, Crip
plegate, Bifhcpfgate and S!Joreditch, which \\·ere the 
Places where the Mob began to threaten, the Dl-
fiempcr came on [o furiouf1y, th~t there died in thoi~ 
fe'v Pari{hes,e,·en then1 before the Pbguc was come 
to its height, no lefs than 53 6 r People in the firfr 
three Weeks inAuguft, v. hen at the fame time, the Parts 
about Wapping, Radclifle, and Rotherhitb, were, as 
before defcrib"'d, hardly touch'd, or but very light
ly; fo thlt in a Word, tho', as I faid before, the 
good Managerr.ent of the Lord Mayor and Jufiices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Defpcration of 
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu~ 
mults, and in £hort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I fay. tho' they did much, the Dead Carts 
did more, tor as I have faid, that in five Pa
riJhes only there died above 1ooo in 20 Da}S, fo 
there might be probably three times that Number 
Sick all that time; for fome recovered, and great 
Numbers fell fick every Day and died afterwards. 
Bcfides, I mufl fiill be allowed to fay, that if the 
Bills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I always be
liev'd it was near tWice as many in reality; there 
being no room to believe that the Account they 
gave was right, or that indeed, they were, among 
fuch Confuftons as I faw them in, in any Condition 

. to keep an exaa Account. 
But 
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But to return to my Travellers; Here they were 

only exan1ined, and as they feemed rather coming 
from the Country than from the City, they tound 
the _People the eaGer with them; that they talk'd to 
them, let them come into a publick Houfe \ here 
the Confiable and his \Varders were, and gave them 
. D.rink and {ome ViCtuals, which greatly refreihed and 
• encourag'd them; and here it came into their Heads 
to fay, when they fhould be enquir'd of afterwards, 
not that they came t~om London, but that they came 
q,ut of Ejfex. 

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain'd fo 
much Favour of the Confl:able at Old-Ford, as to give 
them a Certificate of their palling from Effix thro, 
that Village, and that they had not been at London ; 
which tho' talfe in the common acceptation of London 
in the County, yet was literally true ; Wappirig or 
Rmlclijf being no part either of the City or Liberty· 
' This Certificate direeted to the next Confiable 
that was at Hummerton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Parifh of Hackney, was fo ferviccable to them, that 
it procured them not a free PaiTage there onl}, but 
.a full Certific:lte or Health fr01n a Jufiice of the 
Peace; who, upon the Confb.blc's Application,grant
ed it without much Difficulty; and thus they puf~'d 
through the long divided rfown of Hackne.y,(tor it lay 
then in feveral fepara.teJ Hamlets) and tra veiled on 
tll they came into the great North Road on the 
op of Stamford-Hill . 

By this tinte they began to be we.wy,and fo in ~he 
back Road from Htz,.:kn ey a little before it opened u~
to the C.dd gre1t Road, they refolv'd to fet up the.lr 
Tent and encamp for the firfi: Night ; whi.ch they d1d 
accordingly, with this addition, that find1?g a Barn, 
or a Building like a Barn and firfi: fearclung as well 
as they could to be fure, there was no ~~dy in. it, 
they fet up their Tent, with the Head or ~~ agamft 
he B.wn ; this they did alfo beca.ufe theW md b.~.ew 

· L 3 that 
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that Night very high, and they were but young 
at (uch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 
their Tent. 

Here they went to Sleep, but the Joyner, a grave 
and fober Man, and not pleafed with their lying at 
this loofe rate the firfr Night, could not fleep, and 
refolv'd, after trying to Steep to no purpofe, that he 
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand 
fiand Centinel and Guard his Companions : So 
with the Gun in his Hand he walk'd to and again 
before the Barn, for that fiood in the Field near the · 
Road, but within the Hedge. He had not been 
long upon the Scout, but he heard a Noife of Peo
ple coming on as if it had been a great Number, 
and they came on, as he thought, direB:ly toward 
the BaFn. He did not prefently a\\ alre hi Compa-

. nions, but in a few Minutes more their Noife grow
.ing louder and louder, the B1fcuit-Baker call'd to 
him and ask'd him what was the Matter, and quick
ly fiarted out too : 1,he other being the Lame Slil
n1aker and moll: weary, lay frill in the Tent. 

As they expected, fo the People who they h:rd 
heard, came on direcrly to the Barn, when one of 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, \\ ith Who comes there? The People did not 
Anfwer immediately, but one of t;1em [peaking to 
another th3.t was behind him, Alas ! Alas ! we are 
11/l diJ:zppoii:ted, fays he, here are fome People before us, 
f/;e Bilrn if tttken. up. 

They all fiopp"d upon that as under fome Sur
pnze, and it feems there \\aS about Thirteen of 
them in alJ, and fome \V omen among them : They 
c)nfulted together what they fhould do, and by 
their Difcourfe our Travellers fcon found they were 
poor difirefs'rl People too like thcmfdres, feelring 
Shelter and Safety; and befides, our Travellers had 
no need to be afraid of their coming up to difiurb 
them ; for ~s fooq as they heard the \Vords, Win 

fOmes 
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comes there, thefe could h ar tbe Women fay, a.r if 
frigbted, Do not go near: them, how do you klzvw but 
they may have the Plague? And when one of the 1 !en 
[aid, Let us but Jp~ak to them ; the \V omen [aid 1 Tu , 
don't hy any means, ru:e have efcap'd thus far by ·r c 
Goodncfs of God, do net let us nm iizto D.mga m/i.v, 

·we b fee eh you. 
Our Travellers fcund by this that they \Vcrc a 

good fober fort of Peopl · and flying for their. Lives 
as they were ; and, as they were encourag' d by it, fo 
'Joh;z faid to the Jvyncr hi Comrade, Let us Ent o rage 
them too as, much as we can: So he ca.lled to them, H,uk . 
ye good People fays the J yner, we find by your 'allr, 
tha.r you arc fleeing trom the !:1me drc:1dful Enemy 
a we are, do not be afraid oF us, '\] ·e are only three 
pom· Men of us, if you are free from the Diflcm?Cr 
you {hall not be hurt by us ; we are not in the B~un, 
bnt in a little Tent here in the outfide, and we •'-'ill 
1em ~we tor you, '' e can fet up our 'fent ag in im
nlcdiately any where elfc ; and upon this a Parly 
began b~tween the Joyner, whofe N 1.me was Ricl. ard, . 
and one of their Nlcn, ~ · ho h1.id his r ::une \\as Fur d. 

Ford. And do you a!fure us that you arc all Svund 
Men. 

Rich. Nay, we ar~ c 'ncern'd to tell you of it, 
that you 1nay nor b~ uncafy, or think your [elves in 
Danger ; but you fee \ e d not Jdire ou i11ould 
put your [d\·c into any D~nger; and therefore I 
tell you, that as '"e h:1. vc not made tl fe of the Barn, 
f we will remm·e from it, that you may be Safe 
and we allo. 

E"'v,·d. That is veey kind ~tnd charita1"'le ; Bur, if we 
ha.vc Reafon ro be fatisficd that ycu arc Sounu and 
free ft·om the Vifitation, why fl1ould we malce you 
:emove now you arc fettled in your Lodging, and 
1t may be are laid down to Refi ? we will go into 
the Barn if you pleaf.e, to rcll our [elves a while) and 
ve need not difiurb you. 

L 4 RuE. 
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Rich. Well, but you are more tha~ we are, I hope 

you will alfure us that you are all of you Sound too, 
for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from 
us to you. 

Ford. Bletfed be God that fome do efcape tho' it 
is but few; what may be our Portion frill we know 
not, but hitherto we are preferved. 

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from?
Was the Plague come to the Places w acre you 
liv'd? 

Fvrd. Ay ay, in a moll frightful and terrible man~ 
ner, or elfe we had not fled away as we do; but we 
believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 

Rich. What Part do you come from? 
Ford. We are mofi of us of Cripplegate Parifh, on~ 

ly two or three of Clerktnwell Parifh, but on the hi~ 
ther fide. 

Rich. How then was it that you came away no 
fooner ? 

Rrd. We have been away fome time, and kept 
together as well as we could at the hither End of 
l.flington, where we got leave to lie in an old unin
habited Houfe, and had fome Bedding and Conve~ 
niencies of our own that we brought with us, but 
the Plague is come up into Iflington too, and a Houfe 
next Door to our poor Dwelling was Infeded and 
fhut up, and we are come away in a Fright. 

Rich. And what Way are you going? 
F"rd. As our Lott !hall cafl: us, we lmow not 

whither, but God will Guide thof~ that look up 
to Inm. 

'I'hey parlied no further at that time, but came 
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got 
into it: There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, 
but it was almofi full of tha.r, and they accommo· 
dated themfelves as well as they cou'd, and went to 
ReLl:; but our Travellers obferv'd, that before they 

ent to Sleep, an antient Man, who it feems was 
-· ·. Father 
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~~ Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 
lu·: all the Company, recommending themfelvcs to th~ 
~ ~ Bleffing and Dire[tion of Providence, before they 

went to Sleep. 
~ It was foon Day at that time of tire Year; and as 

Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firfi· pare of 
the Night, fo John the Soldier Reliev' d him, and 

~~ he had the Pofr in the Morning, and they began 
~r.~. to be acquainted with one another. It feems, when 

they left Ijlington, they intended to have gone North 
' away to Highgate, but were frop'd at H.lloway, and 

there they would not let them pafs ; fo they crofs' d 
over the Fields and Hills to the E1fiward, and 
came out at the Boarded-River, ~nd fo a voiding thq 

~ Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, a.nd New.J 
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamford- Hill on that ftc!e, as the three 
Travellers had done on the other fide: And now thev 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar
files, and make forwards to Epping Forefr, where ;hey 
hoped they fhould get leave to Refl:. It feems they 
were not Poor, at leafr not fo Poor as to be in V ant; 
at leafl: they had enough to fubfifr them moderately 
for t\\ o or three Months, when, as they fa id , they 
\\ere in Hopes the cold Weather wouid check the 

~. Infecrion, or at 1eafr the Violence of it \Vould have 
fpent itfelf, and \Vould abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to be Infefted. 

This was much the Fate of our three Tra' ellers; 
only that they feemed to be the better furniflr'd for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off; for as to the firfi, they did not propofe to go 
farther than one Day's Journey, that fo they migbt 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Things were at London. 

But here our T'ravellers found themfelves un
der an unexpeCted Inconvenience namely, th~t 
of their Horfe, for by m~ans of the Horfe to 
~arry their .Baggage, they were obliged to ke:p 

lll 
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l1eep in the Road, whereas the People of this other 
Band went over the Fields or Roads, Path or n(} 

Path, Way, or no Way, as they pleafed ; neither had 
they any Occafion to paJs thro' any Town, or come 
near any Town, other than to buy fuch Things as · 
t hey wanted for their neceffary Sub.Gflence, and in , 
that indeed they were put to 1nuch Difficulty : Of 
which in its Place. 

But o.ur three Travellers were obiig'd to keep the 
Road, or elfe they mu!l: commit Spoil and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down 
Fences and Gates, to go over enclofed Fields, which 
they were loth to do if they could help it. 

Our three Travellers however had a great :Mind 
to join themfelves to this Company, and tahe 
tltetr Lot with them; and after fome Djfcourfe, they 
bid afide their firfi Defign which loo1{'d Northward, 
and re{olv'd to follow the other into Effix; fo in the 
Morning they tcok up· their l'ent and loaded their 
Horfe, and away they travelled all together. 

1"hey had fome Difficulty in paffing the F~r:y at 
the River fide, the Ferr; -Man being afraid f them; 
bur .after {ome Parly at a Difiance, the fcrry-.Man 
was content to bring his Boat to a Place difiant frotn 
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to 
talw it; (o putting chemfelves over, he din:tted them 
to leave the Boat, and he ha.ving another Boat, 
fa id he would fetch it again, \\hi eh it fcems ho\\ eYcr 
he did not do for above Eight Days. 

Here giving the Ferry-Man Money bdore-han , 
they had a fupply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with
out, as I fa.id, having receiv'd the Mony bctore-hand. 
E 1t now our Travellers \vere at a great Lofs and 
D iffi :..ulty how to get the Horfe over, the Boat be
ing ft J ~ll and not fit for it, and at lafi cou'd not do 
i- \ ithout unloading the Baggage, and making him 
fwim o\er. 

From 
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From the River they tra\ elled towards the Foreft, 

but when they came to Walthamftow the People of 
that Town denied to admit them, as was the Cafe 
every where: 'The Confrables and their Watchmen 
kept then1 off at a Difl:ance, and Parly'd \ ·ith them; 

:(~1 1 they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before, 
~- but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving 

it for a Reafon that two or three Companies had al
ready come that Way and made the like Pretences, 
but that they had given fevetal People the Difrem
per in the Towns where they had pafs'd, and had 
been afterwards fo hardly u~'d by the Country, 
tho-' with J ufl:ice too, as they had deferv' d ; that a
bout Breut-Wood or that Way, feveral of them Pe
ri£h'd in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of 
mere Want and Difirefs, they cvuld not tell. 

This was a good Rcafon indeed why the People 
' of Walthamftow ihou'd be very cautiou , and why 

they !hou-'d refolve not to entertain any Body that 
they were not well fatisfied of. But a~ Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men who parl/d with 
them told them, it was no Reafon \vhy they ihould 
block up the Roads, aud refufe to let People pafs 
thro' the Town, and who ask'd nothing of them, but 
to go through the Street : That if their People were 
afraid of them, they might ·go into their Houfes and 
fuut their Doors, they '"·ould neither !how them 
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their BuGnefs. 

The Confiaoles and Attendants, not to be per
fwaded by Rcafon, cJntinued Obftinate, and wou' d 
hearken to nothing; fo the two Men that talk' ri \\ ith 
them went back to their Fellows, to confult what 
was to be done: It was very difcouraging in the 
whole, and they knew not what to do for a good 
while: But at lafi John the Soldier and Bifcuit- BalH~r 
confidering a-\vhile, Come, fays he, leave the refl: of 
the Parly to me; he had not appear' d yet, fo he 
fets the Joyner Rzchard to Work to qut fome Poles 

out 
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out of the Trees, and fhape them as like Guns as 
he could, and in a little time he had fiv<:> or fix fair 
Muskets, which at a Difi:ance would not be known; 
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is 
he caufed them to wrap Cloths and Rags, fuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet \Veather, to pre
ferve the Locks of tpeir Pieces from Rufi, the reft 
was difcolour'd with Clay or Mud, fuch as they 
could get; and all this while the refi of them fat 
under the Trees by his Direttion, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Difl:ance 
from one another. 

While this was doing,he advanc"'d himfelf and two 
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane 
within fight of the Barrier which the Town's Men 
had made, and fet a Centinel jufi by it with the re
al Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that 
the People of the Town might fee them; alfo he 
ty'd the Horfe to a Gate in lhe Hedge jufi by, and 
got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 
the other fide of the 1'ent, fo that the People of the 
'I'own cou'd fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou'd 
11ur fee v'"'hat they were doing at it. 

After the Country People had look'd upon them 
very carnefUy a great while, and by all that they 
could fee, cou'd not but fuppofe that they were a 
great many in Company, they began to be uneafie, 
not for their going away, but for fraying where 
they were; and above all perceiving they had Hor
fes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one 
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them 
wall' about the Field on the infide of the Hedge, 
by the fide of the Lane with their Musl,ets, as they 
took them to be, Shouldcr'd: I fay, upon fuch :l 

Sight as this, you may be affured they were Alarm'J 
and terribly Frighted; and it feems they went to a 
Jufiice of the Peace to know what they fbould do; 
what the Jufiice advis'd them to I know not, 

but 
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but towards Evening they call'd from the Barrier, 
as above, to the Centinel at the 1,ent. 

Unat do ye want? fays John* 
Why, wbat do ye intend to do? fays the Confiable. 
TO do, Jays John, What woz/ d you have us to do? ~!,'' 

Conft. Why don"t you be gone? what do you fiay 
un,. there for ? 
cl~~ 1ohn. Why do you fiop us on the J(ing's Highway, 

and pretend to refufe us Lea vc to go on our Way ? 
0 ~ Conft. We are not bound to tell you our Reafon, 
~ though we did let you know, it was becaufe of the 

Plague. 
John. We told you we were all found, and free from 

the Plague, which we were not bound to have fatis
fied you of, and yet you pretend to ilop us on the 
Highway. 

Confl. We have a Right to fiop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us to it; beudes this is not the K.ing,s 
Highway, "tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you fee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People pafs here, we mal~e 
them pay Toll ? 

John. We have a Right to feek our own Safety as 
well as you, and you may fee we are flying for our 
Lives, and 'tis very unchrifiian and unjuft to fiop 
us. 

Confl. You may go back from whence you came;
we do not hinder you from that. 

John. No, it is a fironger Enemy than you that 
l{eeps us from doing that ; or elfc we fl1ould not ha' 
come hither. 

Conft. WelJ, you tnay go any other way then. 

* It fecms John was in the Tent, but hearing them call 
he lteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talk'd 
to them as if he had been the Centinel plac'd there upon 
the Guard by fome Officer thAt W"li his Superior. 

John. 
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'John. No, no : I fuppofe you fee we are able 'O 

fend you going, and all the People of your Pariih 
and come thro' your Town, when we will ; b~t fine~ 
you have fiopt us here, we are content; you fee, we 
have encamp'd here, and here we will live: we hope 
you will furnifh us with ViCtuals. 

Conft. We furnifh you! What mean you by that? 
'John. Why you would not have us Starve, wou¥{ 

you ? If you fiop us here, you muft keep us. 
Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance. 
1nhn. If you fiint us, we iliall1nake ourfelves the 

better Allowance. 
Conft. \Vhy you will not pretend to quarter upon 

us by Force, "' ill you ? 
'John. We have offer'd no Violence to you yet, 

\ hy do you feem to oblige us to it? I am an cld 
Soldier, and cannot fl:arv e, and if you think that we 
fh.all be obliged to go back for want of Provifions, 
you are mifi:akcn. 

Con/l. Since you threaten us, we !hall take Care 
to be firong enough for you : I have Orders. to raife 
the County upon you. 

J olm. It is you that threaten, not we : And Gnce 
. ·ou are for ~iifchiet: you cannot blame us, if v·e 
do not give you time for it; \\e !hall begin our March 
in a few Minutes.* 

Conft. \Vhat is it you demand of us? 
'John. At firfi we defir' d nothing of you, but 

Leave to go thro' the Town; \Ve fhould have olfer'd 
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had 
any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but 
poor People in difirefs, and flying fro.In the dreadful 

.* ~~is frighted th~ Conft_able and the People. that ·ere 
\Vlth .him, that t)ley lmmedta.tely chang'd their ote. 

Plague 
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'~ Plague in London,, which devours thoufands every 
·\ W cek : \V e wonder how you could be fo unmerci

ful! 
Canft. Self-prefervation obl~ges us. 
JOhn. W11at! to !hut up yourCompaffion in aCa~ 

of fuch Difirefs as this? 
I Conft. Well, it you will pafs over the Fields on your 

In Left-hand, and behind that part of the ~l'o\vn, I 
Ui \Vill endeavour to have Gates open~d for you. 

John. Our Horfemen cannot* pa.fs with our B:lg
gage that Way; it does n o t lead into the H.oad that 
we want to go; .and \\'h) fl1ould you force us out of 

.. r, the Road? befides, you have hept us here all D:1y 
without any Provilions, but fuch as we brought with 

~ us; I think you ought to fend us fome P ·oviGons for 
· our Relief. 

Confl. If you wilt go another \V ay, \ ·e \\ill fend 
you fome Provifions. 

'John. That is the way to have all the Towns itl 
the County fiop up the Ways againfl: us. 

Confl. It they all furniih you \\ith Food, what will 
you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you \Vant 
no Lodging. 

John. Well, what quantity of ProviGons ~ill you 
fend us -? 

Co;tft. How many are you? 
'John. Nay, we do not aslc enough for all cut· 

Company, '"e are in three Companies ; if you will 
fend us Bread for t\""'enty Men, and about fix or [e
ven Women for three D ays, and fl1e .. v us the \Vay 
over the Field you fpc~k of, we deiite not to put: 
your People into an; tear for us, we will go out of 
our \Vay to obliac you, tho_, we are as free from In-
fection as you a;e. 

~ They had. but one Horfe among the1~· 

Co1zjl. 

. ' 
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Confl· And will you aifure us that yout other 

People fhall offer us no new Difturba~ce. 
John. No, no, you may depend on It. 
Conft. You mufi: oblige your felf too that none of 

your People fball come a ftep nearer than where the 
Provifions we fend you fhall be fet down. 

John. I anfwer for it we will not. 
Accordingly they fent tn tlle Place twenty Loaves 

of Bread, and three or four large pieces of good ~~ 
Beet~ and op~ned fome Gates thro' which they 
pafs'd, but none of them had Courage fo much as to 
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had looked they cou'd not have feen them 
fo as to know how few they were. 

This was 7ohn the Soldier's Management. But 
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that nad 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whok 
County would have been rais'd upon them, and hey ; 
wou'd ha' been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock'd ~ 
on the Head. 

They were foon made fenfible of this, for two 
Days afterwards they found feveralParties ofHorfe
men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three 
Companies of Men arrn}d, as they [aid, with Mus
kets, who were broke out from London, and had 
the Plague upon them ~ and that were not only 
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. 

As they faw now the Confequence of their Cafe, 
they foon fee the Danger they were in, fo they re· 
folv,d by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to di
vide themfelves again. John and his two Corn .. 

"'Here he call'd to one of his Men, and bade him order Copt. 
Richard and his Pecple to March the Lower Way on the fide of the 
Marfhes, and meet them in the Foreft; which was all a Sham. for 
they h:1d no Cap in Richard, or :my fuch Company. 

rades 



the P L A G U E. 1 6 I 
rades with the Horfe, went away as if towards Wal
tham; the other in t,wo Companies, but all a little 
afunder, and went towards Epping. 

The firft Night they Encamp'd all in the Foreft, 
and not far off of one another,but not fetting up the 
Tent, left that fhould difcover them : On the other 
band Richard went to work with his Axe and his Hat
chet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they ari Encamp'd 
with a5 much Convenience as they could expect. 

The Provifions thy had had at Walthamfl-ow ferv'd 
them very plentifully this Night, and as for the 
next they left it to Providence ; they had f3r'd 
fo well with the old Soldier's Conducr, that 
they now willingly made him their Leader; and 
the firfi: of his Condua appear'd to be very good : 
He told them that they were now at a pro
per Diftance enough from London ; that as they 
need not be immediately beholden to the Coun
ty for Relief~ fo they ought to he as careful the 
Country did not infefr them, as that they did not 
infefr the Country; that what little Money they 
had they muft be as frugal of as they could ; that 
as he would not have them think of offering the 
Country any Violence, fo they mufi: endeavour to 
make the Senfe of their Condition go as far with 
the Country as it could : They all referr'd them
felves to his DireCtion; fo they left their 3 Houfes 
fl:anding, and the next Day went away towards Ep
ping; the Captain alfo, for fo they now called him, 
and his two Fellow Travellers laid afide their De
fign of going to Waltham, and all went together. 

When they came near Eppinu they halted, choo
fing out a proper Place in the ;pen Foreft, not ve
ry near the High-way, but not far out of it on the 
North-fide, under a little clufter of low Pollard
Trees: Here they pitched their little Camp, which 
confitted of three large Tents or Hutts made ~f 
Poles, which th~ir Carpenter, and fuch as were h1.s 

M Alli. 

.. 



I 6 l 1: E :M 0 I R S of 
Affiftants, cut down and fix'd in the Ground in a 
Circle, binding all the fmall Ends together at the 
Top, and thickning the fides with Boughs of 
Trees ~nd Bufhes, fo that they were cornpleatly 
dofe and warm. They had befides this, a little 
Tent where the Women lay by themfelves, and a 
Hutt to put the Horfe in. 

It happened that the nextday,ornextbut one was 
Market-day at Eppi'ng; when Capt. John, and one of 
the other Men, went to Market, and bought fome 
Provifions, that is to fay Bread, and fome Mutton 
and Beef; and two of the Women went feparately, 
as if they had not belong'd to the reft, and bought 
more. 'John took the Horfe to bring it Home, and 
the Sack (which the Carpenter carry'd his Tools 
in) to put it in: The Carpenter went to Work 
and made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch 
as the \Vood he cou'd get wou'd afford, and a kind 
of a Table to dine on. 

They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that, abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country 
was alarmed about them. The People at firft feem'd 
afraid to come near them, and on the other Hand 
they defir'd the People to keep off, for there was a 
Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that it 
had been in Epping two or three Days. So 'John called 
out to them uot to come to them, For, fays he, we 
are All whole ~tnd found People here, and we would not 
have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend we 
brought it among you. 

After this the Parilh Officers came up to them 
and parly'd with them at a Diftance, and defir'd to 
know who they were, and by what Authority they 
pretended to fix their Stand at that Place? 'John 
anfwered very frankly, they were poor diftrdfed 
People from London, who forefeeing the Mifery they 
1bould be reduc'd to, if the Plague fpread into the 

City, 
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City, had fled out in time for their Lives, and ha
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had 
firfl: taken up at lflington, but the Plague being come 
into that Town, were fled further, and as t~y fup· 
pos'd that the People of Epping might have refns'd 
them coming into theirTown,they had pitch'd their 
Tents thus in~the open Field, 3nd in the Foreft, 
being willing to bear all the Hardthips of fuch 
a difconfolate Lodging, rather than have any one 
think or be afraid that they Ihould receive Injury 
by them. 

At firft the Epping People talk'd roughly to them, 
and told them they muft remove ; that this was no 
Place for them; and that they pretended to be 
Sound and Well, but that they might be infetl:ed 
with the P.lague for ought they knew, and might: 
infect the whole Country, and they cou'd not fuffer 
them there. 

]ohn argu'd very calmly with them a great while, 
' and told them, ' Th!t London was the Place by 
' which they, that is, the Townfmen of Epping and 
' all the Country round them, fubfifted ; to whom 
' they fold the produce of their Lands, and out of 
' whom they made the Rent of their Farms; and 
' to be fo cruel to the !nhabitants of London, or 
' to any of thofe by whom they gain'd fo much 
' was very hard, and they would be loth to have 
' it remembered hereafter, and have it told how 
' b:ubarous, how unhofpitable and how unkind 
' they were to the People of London, when they 
' fled from the Face of the moft terrible Enemy 
' in the World; that it would be enough to make 
' the ame of an Eppi11g-Man hateful thro' all the 
' City, and to have the Rabble Stone them in the 
' very Streets. whenever they came fo much as to 
' Market; that they were not yet fecure from being 
' Vifited themfelves and that as he heard, rVultham 
~ was already; that 'they would think it very hard 

M 2 that 
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' that when any of them fled for Fear before 
' they were touch'd, they ~ould be deny'd the 
' Liberty of lying fo much as In ~he open Fields. 

The Epping Men told them agam, T~at they, in .. 
deed faid they were found and free from the In
feeti~n, but that they had no a!Iurance of it; and 
that it was reported, tbat there had been a great 
Rabble of People at JtValthamftorv, who made fuch 
Pretences of being found, as they did, but that they 
threaten'd to plunder the Town, and force their 
Way whet her the Parifh Officers would or no; 
That they were near 2oo of them, and had Arms 
and 1~ents like Low-Country Soldiers; that they 
extorted Provifions from the Town by threat. 
ning them with living upon them at free Quarter, 
fbewing their Arms, and talking in the Language 
of Soldiers; and that feveral of them being gone 
away towards Rumford and Rrent-TVood, the Coun-, 
try had been infetled by them, and the Plague 
fpread into both thofe large Towns, fo that the 
People durfl: not go to Market there as ufual; that 
it was very likely they were fome of that Party, 
and if fo, they deferv'd to be fent to the County 
Jail, and be fecur'd till they had made SatisfaB:ion 
for the Damage they had done, and for the Terror 
and Fright they had put the Country into. 

John anfwered, That what other People had done 
was nothing to them ; that he aWured them they 
were all of one Company; that they had never 
been more in Number than they faw them at that 
time; (which by the way was very true) that they 
came out in two feperate Companies, but joyn'd 
by the Way, their Cafes being the fame; that 
they were ready to give what Account of them .. 
felves any Body cou'd defire of them, and to give 
in their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they 
might be call'd to an Account for any Dilorder 
that they might be guilty of; that the Townfmen 

might 
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might fee they were content to Jive hardly, and 
only defir,d a little Room to breath in on the Fo
reft where it was wholfome, for where it was not 
they cou'd not fl:ay, and wou'd decamp if they 
found it otherwife there. . 

But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great charge 
of Poor upon our Hands already, and \\'e muft take 
care not _to enct:eafe it ; we fuppofe you can give us 
no Secunty agatnft your being chargeable to our 
Pariih and to the Inhabitants, any more than you 
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infection. 

' Why look yon, Jays 1ohn, as to being charge .. 
' able to you, we hope we fha11 not; if you wiil re
' lieve us with Provifions for our prrfent Neceffity, 
' we will be very thankful; as we all liv'd without 
' Charity when we were at Home, fo we will o
' blige ourfelves ful1y to repay you, if God pleafe 
' to bring us back to our own Families and Houfcs 
' in Safety, and to reftore Health to the People of 
' London. 

' As to our dying here, we affi1re yon, if any of 
· ' us die, we th:H furvive, will bury them, and put 

' you to no Expence, except it fhould he that we 
~ lhould all die, aAd then indeed the laft Man not 
' being able to bury himfelf, would put you to that 
' fingle Expence , which r am pcr0N3ded, fays 1ohn, 
' he would leave enough bchi1id him to pay you for 
' the Expence of. 

' On the other Hand, fays John, i[ you will fbut 
' up all Bowels of Compailion and not relieve us 
' at all, we fhall not extort any thing by Violence, 
' or fi:eal from any one; but when what little we 
' have is fpent, if we perifb tor want, God's \Vill 
' be d0ne. 

1olm wronght fo upon the Townfmen by talking 
thns r tion:1!1y and fmoothly to them, that they 
went ·1w ,~y: and tho, they did n?t give any confent 
to th i r ft ·ing there, yet they dtd not mol eft them ; 
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and the poor People continued there three or four 
Days longer without any Difiurbance. In this 
time they had got fome remote Acquaintance with 
a Viaualling-Houfe at the out-skirts of the Town, 
to whom they called at a Difiance to bring Come 
little Things that they wanted, and which they 
caus'd to to be fet down at a Difiance, and always 
paid for very honefily. 

During this Time, the younger People of the 
Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou'<i 
fiand and look at them, and fometimes talk with 
then1 at fome Space between; and particularly it was 
obferved, that the firfi Sabbath Day the poor People 
l<ept retir' d, \VOribip' d God together, and were heard 
to fing Pfalms. 

Thefe Things and a quiet inoffenfivc Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun
try, and People began to pity them and fpeak very 
'"ell of them ; the Confequence of which was, 
that upon the occaiion of a very wet rainy· 
Night, a certain Gentleman who liv'd in the 
Neighbourhood, fcnt them a little Cart with twelve 
Truffes or Bundles of Stra\'\i, as well for them to 
lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their H rlts, and 
to lreep them dry : The Minifier of a Parifh not 
far oft: not knowing of the other, ·fent them alfo 
ubout two Bufhels of Wheat, and half a Bu!hel of 
whit.~ Peas. 

'I' hey were very thankful to-be-fure for this Relief, 
and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort 
to them; for tho' the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Fratnes for them to lie in likeTr6ughs,and fill' d them 
with Leaves of Trees, and fuch Things as they could 
get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unwholefome till this Straw came, w·hich was to 
them like Feather-beds, and, as Jo!m [aid, more wel
come than Feather-beds wou'd ha' been at another 
tim~. · This 
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Thi3 Gentleman and the Minill:er ha\' ing thus 
begun and given an Example of Charity to thefe 
Wanderers, others quicJdy tollowed, and they re
ceiv'd every Day forne Benevolence or other Jroin the 
People, but chiefly trom the Gentlemen who dwelt 
in the Country round about ; fome D~nt thtm Chairs, 
Stools, Tables, and fuch Houihold 1,hings as they 
gave Notice they wanted ; fome Cent them Blan
kets, Rugs and Cover lids ; fon1e Earthen-ware; and 
fome Kitchin-ware for ordering their Food. 

Encourag'd by this good Ufagc, their Carpenter 
in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper 
Floor in which they lodged warm, for the Weather 
began to be damp and cold in the beginning of Sep
tember; But this Houfe being very well 1,hatch' d, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept out 
the Cold well enough : He made alfo an earthen 
\V all at one End, with a Chimney in it; and ano
ther of the Company, with a vafl: deal of Trouble 
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to car
ry out the Smoak. 

Here they liv'd very comfort~.bly, tho' coarfely, 
till the beginning of September, when they had the 
bud News to hear, whether true or not, that the 
Plague, which was very hot at ]/f/altbmn-Abby on 
one fide, and at Rumfurd and Brent-JiVood on the 
other fide ; was alfo come to Eppi11g, to U·oodford, 
nd to mofl: of the Towns upon the Forefl:, and 

which, as they faid, 'vas brought down among them 
chiefly by the Higlers and fuch People as went to 
and from Londo;z with Provifions. 

If this ·as true, it was an evident ContradiCt: ion 
to tlut Rl:port which was afterwards fpread all over 
Englrmd,bn t which, as I have faid,l cannot confirm of 
ny own Know·ledge,namely,That the Market People 
.. 1\rrying Prori!ions to the City, n~.rer got the Inf~c.., 

M 4 uon 



168 ME M o I R s of 
tion or carry' d it back into the Country ; both which 
I have been a{fured, has been falfe. 

It might be that they were preferv' d even beyond 
ExpeB:ation, though not to a Miracle, that abun
dance ~ ent and corr e, and were not touch' d, 
and that was much for the Encouragement of the 
poor People of London, who had been compleatly 
miferable, if the People that brought Provifions 
to the Markets had not been many times wonder
fully preferv'd, or at leaft more preferv'd than cou'd 
be reafonably expected. 

But now thefe new Inmates began to be difiurb'd 
more effeCtually, for the 1,owns about them were re
ally infeCt:ed, and they began to be afraid to trufr 
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things 
as they wanted, and this pinch'd them very hard; 
fpr n.ow they had little or nothing but what the cha .. 
rita.ble Gentlemen of the Country fupply'd them 
with: But for their Encouragement it happen' d, that 
otherGentlemen in the Country who had not fent 'em 
aqy thing before, began to hear of them and fupply 
them, and one fent them a large Pig, that is to fay 
a Por1cer ; another two Sheep ; and another fent 
thetn a Calf: In fhort, they had Meat enough, and, 
fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch things; 
'I hey w·ere chiefly put to it for Bread, for when the 
Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no where to 
bake it, or to grind it : 1'his made them eat the firft 
two Bu1bel of Wheat that was fent them in parched 
Corn, as the Ijr(lelites of old did without grinding or 
p1al ing Bread of it. 

At )afi they found means to carry their Corn to a. 
Windmill near Woodford, where they had it ground; 
nnd afterwards the Bifcuit Blker made a. H'eilrth fo 
iwllow and dry that he cou'd bake Bifcuit Cakes 
tolerably \Veil; and thus they came into a Conditiop 
to live without any affifiance or fupplies from th~ 
To 'ns; and it was w·ell they did, for the Country 
~as foon after fully Ir..fectea, and about 12 o were 

fa id ,. 
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faid to have died of the Difl emper in the Villages 
near them, which was a terrible thing to them. 

On this they call' d a new Council, and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid rhey fhculd fettle 
near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of 
the poorer fort of the 1 nhabitants quitted their H u
fes, and built Hutts in the Fcrefl: after the fame 
manner as they had dune: But it was obferv'd, that 
feveral of thefe poor People that had fo remov' d, 
had the Sicknefs even in their I-Iutts or Booths ; the 
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they 
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re
move time enough, that is to f.1.y, not till by openly 
converting with the other People their Neighbours, 
they had the Difiemper upon them, or, (as may be 
faid) among them,and fo carry'd it about them whi
ther they went : Or, (2.) Becnufe they were not 
careful enough after they wet e fafe1 y removed out 
of theTowns, not to come in again .ind mingle with 
the difeafed P(:ople. 

But be it which of thefe it will, when our Tra
rellers began to perceive that the Plague was not 
only in the Towns, but even in the 'l'cn[S ar;d Huts 
on the Foreit near them, they began then not only 
to be afraid, out to think of decctmping and remo-

1 ving; for had they fiay'd, they wou'd ha' been in 
manifefi D.1nger of their Lives. 

It is not to be wondered th:1t they v.:ere greatly 
affii6:ed, as being obliged tu quit the Place where 
they had been fo kindly receiv'd, and where th '- y 
had been treated \\ith fo much Humanity and Ch:t
rity; butNeceffity, and tLe haz:1rd of Life, which 
they came out fo far to preferve, prevail'd with 
them, and they faw no Remedy. 'John however 
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune, 
namely, that he would firfl: acquaint that Gentleman 
who was their principal Benefactor, with the Difi.rcfs 
they were in, and to crave his Affifiance and Ad-
vice. 

The 
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The good charitable C!entleman encourag'd them 

to quit the Place, for fear they fbould be cut off 
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di
fiemper ; but whither they lbould go, that he found 
very hard to direCt them to. At lafl: J-ohn ask' d of 
him, whether he (being a Jufl:ice of the Peace) would 
give them . Certificates of Health to other Jufl:ices 
who they might come before, that fo whatever might 
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they 
had been alfo fo long from London. This his Wor
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper 
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li
berty to travel whither they pleafed. 

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, 
intimating, That they had refided in a Village in the 
CountyofE.ffex fo long,that being examined anti fcru· 
tiniz'd fufficiently, and having been retir'd from all 
Converfation for above 40 Days;without any appear
ance of Sicknefs,they were therefore certainlyconclu
cled to be Sound Men, and might be fafely entertain' cl 
any ·where, having at lafi r€mov'd rather for fear of 
the Plague, which was come into fitch a To·wn, ra
ther than for having any fignal of InfeCtion upon 
then1, or upon any belqnging to them. 

With this Certificate they remov'd, tho' with 
great ReluCtance ; and John inclining not to go far 
from H01ne, they mov' d to\vards the lv!arfhes on 
the fide of Waltham: But here they found a Man, 
"l:o it feems .kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, 
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go 
up and dov.n the River, and he terrified them with 
difmal Stories of the Sicknefs having been fprcad In
to all the Towns on the River, and near the River, 
on the fide of Middl~{ex and Hertfortljhire; that is to 
fay, in to Waltham, Waltbam-Cr~{s, Enfield and Ware, 
a d all the Towns on the Road, that they were a
fr 'l d to go that way, ho' it feems the Man impos'd 
upon them, for that the thing was not really true. 

How: 
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However it terrified them, and they refolved to 
move crofs the F orefl: towards Rum ford and BretJt
Wood; but they heard that there were numbers of 
People fled out of London that way, who lay up and 
down in the Forefl: call'd Henalt Forell-, reaching 
near Rumford, and who having no Subfill:ence or Ha
bitation, not only liv'd oddly, andJuftered great Ex
tremities in the Woods and Fields for want of Re
lief, but were faid to be made fo defperate by thofe 
Extremities, as that they offer' d many Violences to 
the County, robb'd and plunder' cl, and ldll'd Cattle, 

· and the like; that others building Hutts and Hovels 
by the Road-fide Begg' cl, and that with an Impor
tunity next Door to demanding Relief; fo that the 
County was very uneafy, and had been oblig'd to 
take fome of them up. 

This, in the firil: Place intimated to them, that they 
would be fure to find the Charity and l(indnefs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardned and fuut up againll: them; and 

~ that 0:.1 the other Hand, they would be quefl:ion'd 
where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of 
Violence from others in like Cafes as then1felves. 

Upon all thefe Confiderations, John, their Cap
' tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 

Friend and BenefaB:or, who had reliev'd them be
fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum
bly ask'd his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed 
them to take up their old ~arters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and direB:ed them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than 
Huts to fhelter them at that time of the Year, it 
growing on towards Michaelmas, they found an old 
decay'd Houfe, ·which had been formerly fome Cot
tage or little Habitation, but was fo out of repair 
as fcarce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer 

to 
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to whofe Farm it belong' cl, they got leave to make 
what ufe of it they could. 

The ingenious Joyner and all the refi by his Di
rctl:ions, ~ent to work with it, and in a very few ·· 
Days made it capable to !helter them all in cafe of 
bad \Veather, and in which there was an old Chim
ney, and an old Oven, tho' both 1 ying in Ruins, 
yet they made them both fit for Ufe, and railing 
Additions, Sheds, and Lean too's on every fide, they 
foon made the Houfe capable to hold them all. 

rfhcy chiefly wanted Boards to mal{e Window
fhutters, Floors, Doors, and feveral other Things; 
but as the Gentlem~n above favour'd them, and the 
Country was by that Means made eafy with them, 
and above all, that they" were lmown to be all found 
and in good health, every Body help'd them with 
\\hat they could fpare. 

Here they encamp' cl for good and all, and refolv'd 
to remove no more ; they fa w plain! y how terribly 
alarm'd that County was e,·ery where, at any Body 
that came from London; and that they fhould have 
no admittance any where but with the utmofi Dif .. 
ficulty, at leafl: no friendly Reception and Affi
flance as they had recei v' d here. 

Now altho' they receiv'd great Affi.fl:ance and En~ 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, } et they were put to 
gieat Straits, for the \Veather grew cold and wet in 
OClober andNovember, and they had not been us'd to fo 
1nuch hardihip; fo that they got Colds in their Limbs, 
and Diftempers, but ne\'er had the Infetlion: And 
thus about December they came home to the City 
again. 

I give this Story thus at large, principally to give 
an Account what became of the great Numbers of 
People wh!ch immediately appear'd in the City 
as foon as the Sicknefs abated: For, as I have [aid, 
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had 

Retreats 
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats; 
So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extre

k rnity as I have related, the midling People who had 
i. not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where 
n · t' ey cou' d get ihelter, as \\'ell thofe that had Mony 
. ~ to relieve themfel ves; as thofe that had not. 1'hofe 

that had Mony alwa\'s fled farthcfl:, bccaufe the\1 H J I 

~. were able to fubfifi then1felves; but thofe who were 
k empty, fuffer'd, as I have {aid, great Hardfhips, and 

were often driven by Ncceffity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence of the Country : By that Means the 
Country ''as made very uneafie at them, and fame
times took them up, tho' even then they fcarce knew 
what to do with thern, and were always very back
ward to punifh them, but often too they forced 
them from Place to Place, till they \\ere oblig'd t 
come back aga;n to Londrm. 

I have, fincc tny 1mowing this Story of John and 
his Brother, enquir' d and found, that there were a 
great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above, 
tied into the Country every way, :md fome of thetn 
got little Sheds, and Barns, and Out-houfes to 
live in, where they cou'd obtain fo much I(ind
nefs of the Country, and efpecially where they had 
any the leafi fatisfattory Account to give of thctn
felves, and particularly that they did not come out of 
London too late. But others, and that in great N um
bers, built thernfelvcs little Huttsand Retreats in the 
Eields and \Voods, and liv'd like Hermit~ in Holes 
and Ca\'es, or any Place they cou'd find; and where, 
we may be furej they fufter'd great Extremities, 

· fuch that many of them were oblig\i to come back 
' again whatever the Danger \vas; and fo thofe little 

Huts \\-ere often found empty, and the Country 
People fuppos'd the Inhabitants lay Dead in them of 
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no / 
not in a great while; nor is it unlikely but that fome of 

the 
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the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, even 
fometimes for want of Help, as particularly in one 
Tent or Hutt, was found a. Man dead, and on the 
Gate of a Field jufi by, was cut with his Y nife in 
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which" it 
may be fuppos'd the other Man efcap'd, or that one 
dying firfi, the other bury'd him as well as he could; 

OmlsErY! 
We BoT 1-I S ha L L D y E, 

WoE, WoE. 

I have given an Account already of what I found to 
ha' been the Cafe down the River amongtheSea-faring 
Men, how the Ships lay in the Offing, as 'tis cali'd, 
in Rows or Lines a-fiern of one another, quite 
down from the Pool as far as I could fee , I have been 
told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down 
the River as low as Gra'Vefend, and fome far beyond, 
even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou'd ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather; 
Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach'd to any 
of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch 
as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Depiford Reach, 
altho' the People went frequently on Shoar to the 
Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes, 
to buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the 
like for their Supply. 

Likewife I found that the Watermen on the Ri
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them
felves away up the River as far as they cou'd go; 
and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa
milies in their Boats, cover'd with Tilts and Bales, 
as they call them, and fur ·ih'd with Straw within 
for their Lodging; and that they lay thus all along 
by the Shoar in the Marihes, fome of them fetting 
up little 'fents w!th their Sails, and fo lying und:r 
them on Shoar In the Da 7, and going into thetr 
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have 
heard, the River-fides were I in' d with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to fubfifi on, 
or cou'd get any thing of the Country; and indeed 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on theie and all other Occafions, were very forward 
to relieve them, but they were by no means willing 
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and 
for that we cannot blame them. 

There was one unhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been VifircJ in a dreadful 
manner, fo that his Wife and aU his Children were 
Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only left, wit~l 

. an elderly Woman a near Relation, who had nurs'd 
thofe that ,,·ere dead as ,,:ell as {he could: This dif
confolate Man goes to a Village near the Town, 
tho' not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding 
an empty Houfe there, enquires out the Owner, 

· and tcok the Houfe : After a few Days he got a Cart 
and loaded ·it with Goods, and carries them do '1 
to the Houfe; the People of the Village oppos'd his 
driving the Cart along, but with fame Arguing 

1 

and fome Force, the Men that drove the Cart. along, 
got through the Street up o the Door of the Houfe, 
there the Con.llable relifl:ed him again, and would 
not let them be brought in. The Man caus' d the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay'd at the Door, and 
fent the Cart away; upon which they carry'd the 
Man before a J ufl:ice of Peace ; that is to fay. they 
commanded him to go; \IV hich he did. 'I' he J ufl:icc 
ordcr'd him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods again, which he refufed to do; upon '\vhich 
the J ufiice order' d the Con.£h:b1e to purfue the Car
ters and fetc,h them baclf, and make the1n re-load 
the Goods and carry them away, or to fet them i? 
the Stocks till they came for farther Orders; ~nd 1f 
they could 110t find them, nor the Man \\ ould net 
confent to tak~ them a\\ay, the) 1hould caufe them 

to 
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to be drawn with Ho'Jlrs from the Houfe-Door and 
burnt in the Street. 1.,he poor difirefs'd Man up
on this fetch' d the Goods again, but with grievous 
Cries and LamentatioDs at the hardihip of his Cafe. 
But there was no Remedy; Self-prcfervation oblig'd 
the People to thofe Severities, ,,·hich they wou'd not 
otherwife have been concern' d in : Whether this 
poor Man li v' d or d y' d I cannot tell, but it was re
ported that he had the Plague upon him at that 
time; and perhaps the People might report that to 
jufl:ify their Ufage of him; but it was not unlikely, 
that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, 
when his whole Family had been dead of the Di
fiemper fo little a while before. 

I lrno' that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja
cent to London, were much blamed for Cruelty to the 
poor People that ran tram the Contagion in their 
Difirefs ; and many very !eve re things were done, as 
maybe feen from what has been faid; but I cannot but 
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and 
Affiftance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and 
relieve them. But as every Town were indeed Judg
es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran 
a-broad in their Extremities, were often il!-ufed and 
r.iriven back again into the rrown; and this caufed 
infinite Exclamations and Out-cries againfi the 
Country l'owns, and made the Clamour very popu-
lar. 

And yet more or lefs, maugre all their Caution, · 
there was not a rfown of any Note within ten (or I 
belie re twenty) Miles of the City, but what was 
tnore or Iefs Infeaed, and had feme died among 
them. I have heard the Accounts of feveral; [u<:h as 
they were rec;kon'a up as follows. -
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In Enfield 3 2 HertjrJrd 90 Brent-l!~od ]0 
In Hornfey 58 W.Jre 160 Rumford 109 
lrf !Vewington 17 Hcdfdon 30 B.Irking abt. zoo 
In Tottenham 42 Waltham Ab. 2 3 Brtm{ord 43.?. 
In Edmonton 19 Epping 26 Kingflon 12'2 
In Bm·net and Deptjurd 623 Stanes 8z 

Hadly 43 Greenwich 231 Cbertfey IS 
In St. Albans I2l Eltham and Windjor 103 
In Watfird 45 Lz~fum 85 
In Uxbridge I 17 CroJ&m 61 c:tm aliis. 

Another thing might render the Country more 
firitt with refped: to the Citizens, and efpccially 
with refpeB: to tJ ,e Poor; and this was what I hint· 
cd at before, name!y, that there was a feeming pro
penfity, or a wicked Inclination in thofc that were 
InfeC1:cd to infea othen. 

There have been great Debates among our Phy
!icians, as to the Reafon of this; fome will have i 
to be in the Nature of theDifeafe,and th :: t it impr f
fes every one that is feized upon by it, \\·ith a kind of 
a Rage, and a hatred againfi their own K.ind, as if 
there was a malignity, not only in the Difiemper to 
communicate it fe1f, but in the very 1-J a tu re of Man, . 
prompting him with evil V..'ilJ, or an evil Eye, that a) 
tf.,ey fay in the Cafe of a mad Dog, who tho' the gent
left Creature before of any of his K.iod, yet then will 
fly upon and bite any one that comes next him 
and thole as foon as any,\ ho had been tnoll obferv' d 
by him before. 

Others plac' d it to the Account of the Cm·u-p
tion. of humane Nature, which cannot bear to fee 
itfelf more miferable than others of its O\vn Specie, 
and has a kind of involuntary Wiib, that all Men 
were as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itf~lf. 

Others fay, it was only a kind of D::fperatwn, 
not knowing or regarding what they did, and con
fequently unconcern'd at the Danger or S fcry, not 
only of any Body near them, but even of t~emfelves 

N alfo. 
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alfo: And indeed when Men are once come to a 
Condition to abandon themfel\'es, and be uncon
cern'd for the Safer;, or at the Danger ofthcmfelves, 
it cannot be fo n1uch wondered that they {hould be 
carelefs of the S:lfety of other People. 

But I choofe to give this grave Debate a quite 
difterent turn, and ar~fwcr it or refolve it all by 
fa~ ing, That I do not grant the F.tD. On the con
trary, I fay, that the Thing is not really fo, bu~ 
that it was a general Complaint rais"'d by the Peo
ple inhabiting the cut-1 ying Vill2~es againfi tl1e Ci~ 
tizens, to juitify, or at lcaH: excufe thofc Har,;fl1ips 
m,d Se' critics {o 1nuch talk"'d of, and in whic~1 Com
plaints, both Sides 1nay be faid to have injur'd one 
another; that is to fay, the Citizens prcffing to be 
received and harbour' J in tirr.e of Difhefs, and with 
the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and 
lnjufl:ice of the Country Peeople, in being rcfufed En
trance,and fore' d back again with tl:cir Goods and Fa
milies; and the Inhabitants finding themfelvcs [o im
poied upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it :\'ere 
upon thctn whether they would or no, complain, 
that when they were infefted, they were not only 
regardlefs of others, but even willing to infect them; 
neither of \vhich were really true, that is to fay, in 
the Colours they were dcfcrib' d in . 
. It is true, there is fomcthing to be faid for the fre

quent Alarms which \\ere gi\'cn to the Country, of 
the refolution of the People in London to come out by 
Force, not only for Relief, but to Plunder and Rob, 
that they ran about the Streets with the Di
fiernper upon them without any control ; and that 
no Care was taken to !hut up Houfes, and confine 
the fick People from infetl:ing others; whereas, to 
do the Lo·ndoners Jufiice, they never pratlifed fuch 
things,except in iuch particular Cafes as I have men
tion'd above, and fuch-like. On the other Handeve
ry thing was managed with fo much Care, and fuch 
excc lent Order 'vas obferv'd in the whole City and 

Suourbs, 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alder
men; and by he Jufiices of the Peace, Church war .. 
dens,&c. in the out-Parts; that London may be a Pat
tern to all the Cities in the World for the good Govern
ment and the excellent Order that was C\ ery where 
I{epr, even in the time of the mofi violent InfeCtion ; 
and when the People were in the utmofi Confierna
tion and Difirefs. But of this I !hall fpeal by itfelf. 

One thing, it is to be obferv> d, was O\\ ing prin
cipally to the Prudence of the Ivlagifrrates, and ought 
to be mention' cl to their Hon(Jur, (viz..) The Mo
deration which they ufed in the great and difficult 
\Vork of fhutting up of Houfes : It is true, as I have 
mentioned, that the fbutting up of Houfes \Vas a 
great Subjecl: of Difcontent, and I may fay indeed 
the only Subject ot Difcontent among the People at 
that time ; for the confining the Sound in the fame 
Houfc with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and 
the Complaints of People fo confin'd were very grie
vous ; they were heard into the very Streets, and 
they were fometimes fuch that called for R.efent
ment, tho' oftner for Compaffion; they had no way 
to converfe with any of their Friends but out at their 
\Vindows, where they \vou'd make fuch piteous La
mentations, as often moy'd the I-Icarts of thofe they 
talk'd \\ith, and of cthers who puffing by heard their 
Story; and as thofe Complaints often times reproach' d 
the Severity, and fometimes the Infolence of the 
Watchmen plac~d at their Doors, tho(e \Vatchmcn 
wou'd aniwer fauci!y er::ough; and perhaps be apt to 
affront the People who''' ere in theScreet talking to the 
faid Families; for which, or for their ill Treatment of 
the Families, I think fevcn er eight of then1 in fe
veral Places\ ·ere kill'd ; I know not whether I ihou' J 
fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannot enter into 
the particular Cafes. It is true, the \Vatchmen were 
on their Duty, and acting in the Pofi where they 
\\ere plac'd by a lawful Authority; and killing any 
publick legftl Officer in tl.le Execution o his ffice., 
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is aht.'ays in the Language of the Law call'd Murther. 
But as they were not authoriz'd by the Magifirate's 
lnfiruetions, or by the Pov; er they aCted under, to 
be injurious or abuGve, either to the People who 
were under their Obfer\'ation, or to any that con
cern'd themfelves for them; fo when they did fo,they 
1night be frrid eo aft themfdves. not their Office; 
to act as private PerfonsJ not as Perfons employ'd; 
and confcquently if they brought Mifchief upon 
themfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mif
chief was uron their own Heads ; and indeed they 
had fo much the hea1 ty Curfes of the People," hether 
they defcrv'd it or nor, that whate\:er befel them no 
body pitied then', and every Body was apt to fay, 
they deferv' d it, whatever it was ; nor do I remem
ber that any Body \\as ever punifh'd, at leafr to any 
confiderable Degree, for whatever ''as done to the · 
Watchmen tLat guarded their Houfes. 

What var1ery of Stratagems \\ere ufed to efcape 
and get out of Houfes thus !but up, by which the 
Watchmen \\ere deceived or overpower"' d, and that 
the People got av; ay, I ha\'e taken notice of alrea
dy, and fllail fay no more to that: But I fay the Ma
gifintes did moderate and eafe Families upon many 
Occafions in this Cafc,and particularly in thatofta
l{ing away,orfufiering to be remov'd the lick Perfons 
out of fuch Houfes,v. hen they \\ere willing to be rc
mov'd either to a Pefl:-Houfe, or other Places, and 
fometirrjes giving the well Perfons in the Family [o 
fhut up, leave to remove upon Information given 
that they'' ere well,and that they would confinetbem
felves in {uch Houfes ''here they went, fo long as 
H10uld be requir'd of them. The Concern alfo ofrhe 
Magifiratcs tor the fupplying fuch poor Families as 
were infected·; I fay, fupplying them with Nece{fa .. 
ries, as \\ell Phyfick as Food, was very great, and in 
which they did not content themfelves with giving 
the neceffary Orders to the Officers appointed, but 
the Aldermen in Perfon, and on Horfeback frequently 

rid 
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rid to fuch Houfes. and cau')'d the People to be ash'tl 
at their Windows, whether they were duly attend
ed, or not? Alfo, whether they wat :t;.;d any thing 
thlt \\'aS neceffary, and if the Officers had conflant-
1) carr~ 'd their MefL1ges, and fetch'd them fuc:1 things 
as they \vanted, or not? And if they anf\\·ered in the· 
Affirmative, all was \\'ell; but if rhey complain'd, 
that they were ill fupply'd, and that the Officer diu 
not do his Duty, or diJ not treat them civilly, they 
( the Officers ) were generally remov' d, and others 
plac'd in their fiead. 

It is true, fuch Con1plaint might be unjufi, and 
if the Officer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would 
convince theMagifrrate,that he ;~;as right,and that the 
People had injur'd him, he was continued, and they 
reproved. But this part could not well bear a par
ticular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be 
brought face to face, and a C01npbint could not be 
well heard and anfwer'd in the Street, frmn the \Vin
dows, as was the Cafe then ; the Magii1rates there
fore generally chafe to favour the Ptople, ar~d remo\·e 
the Man, as what fee m' d to be the le:1.fi \Vrong, and of 
the leafi ill Con~equencc; fceinr ,if the \Vatchman was 
injur' d yet they could readily 1nake him amends by 
giving hin1 another Pofi of he like Nature ; but if 
the Family was injur'd, there ' as no Satisfaction 
could be made to them) rhe D1n1agc perhaps being 
irreparable, as it concern'J their Lives. 

A great \'ariety of thefe Cafes frequently happen'd 
between the \Vatchmen and the poor People !hut up, 
befides thofe I formerly _mention' cl about efcaping; 
fomerimes the Watchmen were abfent, fometimes 
drunk, fometimes a£1eep when the People wantc? 
them, and rllch never fail'd to be puni!h'd feverely, as 
indeed they deferv' d. 

But after all that was or could be done in thefeCa
fes, the D1utting up ot· Houfes, fo as to confine thofe 
that were well, with thofe that were fick, had very 
great Inconveniences in it, and fome that 'vere ver? 

3 tragical 
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tragical, and which merited to have been conGder'd 
if rnere had been room for it; but it was authoriz'd 
by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the 
End dueny aim'd at, and all the private Injuries that 
were done by the putting. it in Execution, mufr be 
pu c to the account of the pub lick Benefit. 

It is doubtful to this day, whether in the 
whole it contributed any thing to the .fiop of the 
InfeCtion, and indeed, I cannot {ay it did ; for no
thing could run with greater Fury and Rage than 
the Infection did when it was in its chief Violence ; 
tho' the Houfes infetted were £hut up as exaCtly, and 
as effettuaBy as it was poilible. Certain it is, that if 
all the infeEted Perfons were effectually !hut in, no 
found Perfon could have been infe[ted by them, be
C1ufe they could not have c01ne near them. But the 
Cafe was this, and I fhall only touch it here, name
ly, that the InfeCtion was propagated infenfibly, and 
by fuch Perfons as were not viiibly infetted, who nei
ther kne\V who they infet1ed, or who they were in 
fcctcd bv. 

A Houfe in White- Chapel was £hut up for the fake 
of one infetted Maid, who had on I y Spots, not the 
Toi ens come out upon her, and recover'd; yet the[e 
People obtain~d no Liberty to fbr, neither for Air or 
Exercife forty Days; want of Breath, Fear, Anger, 
Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending fuch an 
~njurious Treatmenr, cafi the Mi11:refs of the Fami
ly into a Fever, and V1Gtors came into the Houfe, 
~nd [aid it was the Plague, tho' the Phylicians declar'd 
it was not; however the Fc.unil y were o blig' d to be
giP their Quarantine ane\\', on the Report of the Vi
fttor or Examiner, tho' their former ~IJ.rantine 
wanted but a few Days of being finiili.'d. This op
prefs'd them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as before, 
flraiten'~ them alfo fo n1uch as to Room, and for 
want of Breathing and free Air, tha.~ mofr of the Fa
rnily fell fick, one of one Diflernper:~ one of another, 
chie~y Scorbutick Ailrr.ents; only OiW a wiolent Cfiolici·, 
. till 
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'till after feveral prolongings of their Confinen1ent, 
fome or other of thofe that came in with the Viiltors 
to infpt:d: the Perfons that were ill, in hopes ot· re
leafing them, brought the Difiemper with them, and 
infeB:ed the whole Houfe, and all or mofl: of them 
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before, 
but of the Plague that thofe People brougi1tthcm,who 
fl1oLild ha' been careful to 1)>¥\'e proteEted them from it; 
and this was a thing which frequently bappen'd, and 
was indeed one of the worfi Confcquenc-.:s of .{butting 
Houfes up. 

I had about this time a little Hardf11ip put upon 
· me, which I was at firH greatly afllided at, :11 d very 

much difturb'd about; tho' as it prov'd, it did not ex
pofe me to any Difafl:er; and thi., was beinO'. ppointcd 
by the Alderman of Portfoken \Vard, one of the Exa
miners of the Houfes in the Precinct wh· re I liv'd; 
we had a large Parifh, and had no lefs th1.n eighteen 
Examiners, as the Order c1ll'd us, the PeOj?le c11l'd 
us Vifitors. I endea.vour'd with all my might to be 
excus'd from fuch an Employmcnt~and ufcd many Ar
guments with the AldcrmJ.n's Deputy to be cxct.:s' d; 
particularly I all edged, rh~t I \\-as againfl {butting 
up Houfes at all, and that it \Vould lJe very hard to 
oblige rue, to be an Initrumcnt in th:tt \ ·hich was n
ga.ini1: my J udgmenr, and \Vhich I did vcril y believe 
\rould not nnfwer the End it was intended for, but all 
the Abatement I could g2t \\aS only, th~t whereas 
the Officer was appointed bymy Lord 11ayor to con
tinu .... two Months, I £hould be obliged to hold it but 
three \Vecks, on Condition, neverthelefs that I could 
then get fome other fufficient Houfe-kccper to ferve 
the reil: of the 'Time for .<ne, which was, in !hort, but 
a very fmall Favour, it being very difficult to get any 
Man to accept of fuch an Employmcn:, that was fit 
to be intrufl:ed with it. 

It i~ true that £butting up of Houfes had one Ef
feCt:, which I an r~nfible W1.5 of Mo•11Cl1t, nam.Jy, 
it conrl.n'd the diitemper'd People, who "yould othe_r-

N4 Wl[C 
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wife have been both very troublefome and very dan-
gcrou in their running about Streets with the Di
fiempcr upon them, which when they were dilirious, 
they ·would have done in a moft frightful manner; and 
as indeed they began to do at firfl very much, 'till 
they\\ ere thusrcfirain"d; nay, fo very open they were, 
that the Poor would go about and beg at peoples 
Doors, atld fay they had'the Plague upon them, f n l 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing 
that dilirious Nature happen" d to think o£ 

A poor uuhappy Gentlewoman, a fubfrantial Ci
tizen's Wife was (if the Story be true) murther'J 
by one of thefe Creatures in Alderfgate-ftreet, or rhat 
Way: He was going along the Street, raving mad to 
be fure, and finging, the People only faid, he was 
drunk ; but he himfelf (aid, he had the Plague upon 
him, \\-l)ich, it feems, was true; and meeting this 
GentleWoman, he would kifs her; fue was terribly 
frighted n.s he was only a rude Fellow, and 01e run 
from him, but the Street. being very thin of People, 
there \\·as no body near enough to help her: \Vhcn fhc 
fee he wouid O\<.:rtake her, ibe turn"d, and glve him 
a 1'hru.l fo forcibiy, he being but \vealc, and pufh'd 
him down back~ ard: But very unhappily, .fhe being 
fo near, he caught hold of her, and pull'd her down 
alfo; and gcaing up rid}, maHer'd her, nnd ldfs'd 
her ; and '' hich was "orfl: of all, \\hen he had done, 
tolci her he had the Plague, and '' hy fhould not {he 
have-it as well as he. She was frighted enough be
fore, being alfo young \.'ith Child; but when {he 
beard him fay, he had the Plague, the fcream'd out 
and fell down in a Swoon, or in a Fit, which tho' 
fl1e recover'd a little, yet kiU'd her in a very few 
Day , and I never heard whether fue had the Plague 
or no. 

Another infeCted Perfon came, and lmock'd at the 
Door of a Citizen's Houfc: where they 1mew hint very 
v·dl; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma
ft.er of the Houfe was above, he ran up, and came 

into 
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into the Room to them as the whole Family was at 

~~ upper : They began. to rife up a little furpriz 'J, 
not kw ing what the Matt er was, but he bid 
themfit fiill, he only came totalce his leave cfthem. 
They ask'd him, Why Mr.- where are you go-

' • ing? Going, fays he, I ha Ye got the Sicknefs, and 
fhall die to morrow Night. 'Tis eafie to believe, 
though not to dcfcribe the Confiernation they were 
al.J in, the Women and the Man's Daughters which 
were but little Girls, were frighted almofi to Death• 
and got up, one tunning out at one Dvor, and one 
at another, fome down-Stairs and fome up-Stairs, 
and getting together as well as they could, lock' d 
themfeives into their Chambers, and [creamed out 
at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted 
out of their Wits: The Mafier more compos' cl than 
they, tho' both frighted and provok'd, was going 

... to lay Hands on him, and thro' him down Stairs, 
being in a Paffion, but then confidering a little the 
Condition of the 1vfan and the Danger of touching 
him, Horror feiz' d his Mind, and he fiood fiilllike 

. one aftoniilied. rfhe poor difiemper' d Man all this 
_ while, being as well difcas'd in his Brain as in his 

Body, fiood fiilllil{e one amaz' d; at length he turns 
round, Ay ! Jays be, with all the feeming calmnefs 
imaginable, Is it fo with you all ! Are you all diflurb' d 
at me ? wiiy tben I'll e'en go borne and die there. And 
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant 
that had let him in goes down after him with a Can
dle., but was afraid to go pail him and open the 
Door, fo he flood on the Stairs to fee what he wou'd 
do; the Man went and open' d the D oor, and went 
out and flung the Door after him : I t was fome 
while before the Family recover'd the F right, but 
as no ill Confequence attended, they have had occa
fion fince to [peak of it (you may be fure) with 
great Satisfaction. Tho' the Man was gone it was 
fome time,nay. as I heard, fome Days before they re-
cover'd themfelves of the Hurry they were in, nor 

did 
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did they go up and down the Houfe with any afiu
rance, till they had burnt a great variety of Fumes 
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great 
many Smoaks of P .itch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul· 
phur,all feparatcly fhifted; and wafhed their Clothes, 
and the like : .As to the poor Manw hether he liv' d or 
dy'J I don't remember. 

It is mofr certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Houfes the fick had not been confin' d, multitudes 
' ho in the height of their Fever were Dilirious and 
Diil:raaed, wou'd ha' ;been continually running up 
and down the StreetS: and even as it was, a very 
great number did fo, and offer' cl all forts ofViolence 
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at every one he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that fi1ou' d one of thofe infeCted dife:tfed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy 
of the Diil:emper was upon them, they, I mean the 
Perfon fo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha' bee!l in
curably infefted, as one that was fick before and had 
the Tokens upon him. 

I heard of one infeBed Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguifh and agony of 
his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the 
N urfe rcfifti ng and fna.tching the CJat from him> he 
thre'v her down, run over her, run down Stairs 
and into the Street direftly to the Thames in his 
Shirt, the N urfc running after him, and calling to 
the Watch to flop him; but the \Vatchmen fright
cd at the Man, and afraid to tpuch him, let him go 
on; upon which he ran down to the Still-yard Stairs, 
thre'v away his Shirt, and plung'd into the Thames, 
and, being a good fwim:ncr, [warn quite over the 
River; and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land 
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land .. 
ing\and.findingno People there, it being in the Night, 
he r3.n about the Streets ;;here, N ah:ed as he was, for 

a good 
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a good while, when it being by that time High-water, 
he tal{eS the River again, and fwam back to the Still
yard, landed,. ran up the Streets again to his own 
Houfe, knockmg at the Door, went up the Stairs, 
and into his Bed again; and that this terrible Expe
riment cur' d him of the Plague) that is to f.1 y, that 
the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ftrctch' d 
the Parts where the Swelling he had upon him were~ 
that is to fay under his Arms and his Groin, and 
caufed them to ripen and break; ann that the cold 
of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood. 

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any 
more than fome of the other, as a Faft within !TIY 
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch he Truth of 
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur'd by 
the extravagant Adventure, which I confefs I do not 
think very poffible, but it may ferve to confirm the 
1nany defperate Things which the difhefs' d People 
falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Lighthead
ednefs, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more fuGh there wcu\1 ha' been, if 
fuch People had not been confin-'d by the fhutting up 
of Houfes ; and this I take to be the beD:, if nr. t the 
only good tbing which was perform'd by th:1t fevere 
Method. 

On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Mur
murings' ere very bitter againfl: the thing itfelt: 

It "ould pierce the Hearts of all that came by 
to hear the piteous Cries t fthofe infeCt: d People, who 
being thus out of their Underfb.ndings by the Vio
lence of their Pain, or the heat of the1r Blood, were 
either !hut in, or perhaps ty' J in their Beds and Chairs 
to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, and who 
~'ou'd malw a dreadful outcry at their being confin'd 
and at their being not permitted to die at large, a 
they call'd it, and as they wou'd ha-' done before. 

This running of difl:c~mperJd People. about t~c 
trcets was very difmal, and the 1\1agtftrates d1d 
heir utmofi to prevent it, but as it was generally in 

the 
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the Night andalwaysfudden, when fuch attempts were 
m ad e,theOfficers cou"d_not be at hand to prevent it, 
and even w hen any got out in the Day, the Officers 
-appointed did not care to meddle \\i·ith them,becaufe, 
as they were all grievouGy infeCted to lefure when they 
w ere come to that Height, fo they were more than 
ordinarily infeCtious, and it was one of the mofr dan
gerous 1'hings that cou'd be to touch them; on the 
other Hand,they generally ran,on not knowing what 
they did, till they dropp' d down frarh: Dead, or till 
they had exhaufl:ed their Sptrits fo,as that they wou'd 
fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or an Hour, 
and which \"vas mofr pit~ous to hear, they were fure 
to come to themfelves intirely in that half Hour or 
Hour, and then to make mofi grievous and piercing 
Cries and Lamentations in the deep affliaing Senfe 
of the Condition they were in. This was much of it 
before the Order for !butting up ofHoufes was llriEt
ly put in Execution, for at firfi the Watchmen were 
110t fo vigorous and fevere, as they were afcer
ward in the keeping the People in; that is to fay, be
fore they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu
ni{h'd for their Ncglccr, failing in their Duty, and 
letting People who were under their Care flip away, 
or connniving at their going abroad whether fick or 
well. But after they f:tw the Officers appointed to 
examine into their ConduCt, were refolv'd to have 
thctn do their Duty, or be punifu'd for the omiffion, 
they were more exaCt, and the People were frricrly 
refirain"d; which was a thing they took fo ill, and 
bore fo i1npatiently, that their Difcontents can hard
ly be defcrib'd: Bet there was aq abfolute Neceffity 
for it, that mull be confefs'd, unlefs fome other Mea· 
furc had been timely entet'd upon, and it was too 
late for that. 

Had not this particula..r of the Sick's been rdlrain'd 
as above, been our Cafe at that time, London wou'd 
h:1' been the mofi dreadful Place that ever was in 
the World, there wou'd for ought I kno' have as 

many 
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many People dy'd in the Streets as dy'd in their 
Houfes; for when the Difl:mper was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and 
whc:n they were fo, they wou'd never be perfwaded 
to keep in their Beds but by Force; and many 
who \verenot ty'd,threw rhemfelves out of Windows, 
when they found they cou'd not get leave to go out 
of their Doors. 

It was for want of People converling one with a
nother, in this time of Calamity, that it ''as 
impo!Iible any particular Perfon ccu'd come at the 
Kno\' ledge of all the extraordinary Cafes that oc
cut r'd in different Families ; and plrticularly I be
lieve it was never known to this Day how mary 
People in their Diliriums drowned themfelves in the 
Thames, and in the River which runs from the 1\.lar
flles by Hackney, which we generally call' dH/are River, 
or Hackney River; as to thofe which were fet down 
in the \Veekly Bill, they were indeed few; nor cou'd 
it be known of any of thofe, whether they dro\vned 
themfelves by Accident or not: But I believe, I 
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of 
my Knowledge or Obfervation,really drowned them
felves in that Year, thau are put do·wn in the Bm of 
all put together, for many of the Bodies were never 
found,who,yet were known to be fo lofi; and the like 
in ut her Methods of Self-DeHruftion.1'here was al(o 
One 11an in or about FVhitecrofs-flreet, burnt himfelf · 
to _Death in his Bed ; fome faid it was done by him
felt, others that it was by the Treachery of the 
N urfe that attended him ; but that he had the Plague 
upon him was agreed by all. 

It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence aHo, 
a?d which I have 1nany times thought of at that 
t1me, that no Fires) or no conliderable ones at leaft, 
happen'd in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been othen\ ife, would have been very dreadful; 
and either the People mufi have let them alone un
quenched, or haye come together in great Crowds 

nd 
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and Throngs, unconcern' d at the Danger of the In· 
feB:ion, not concerned at the Houfes they went into; 
at the Goods they handled, or at the Perfor1s or the 
People they came among : But fo it was that ex
cepting tha~ in Cr~pple_gate Pa~i~, and two or three 
little EruptiOns of Fues, wh1cn were prefently ex
tinguifh' d, there \\·as no Difafl:er of that lrind hap
pen' cl in the whole Year. They told us a Story of 
a Houfe in a Place call'd Swan-Alley, paffing from 
Gofwell-flreet near the End of Oldftreet into St. john
ftxeet, that a Family was infeCted there, in fo terri
ble a:~Manner that every one of the Houfe died; the 
lafl: Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is fuppofed, 
had laid her [elf all along to die jufi before the Fire ; 
the Fire, it feems had fallen from its Place, being of 
Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joifis 
they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but 
had not tal{en hold of the dead Body, tho' ihe had lit
tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of it[elf, 
not hurting the Refl: of the Houfe, tho' it was a 
flight 1)mber Houfe. How true this might be, I 
do not -detern1ine, but the City being to fufter fe
verely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 
little of that Calamity. 

Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago
ny threw People into, and how I have mention'd in 
their Madnefs, when they were alone, they did ma
ny defperate 'Things; it was very fl:range there were 
no more Dif~~s of that kind. · 
· It has been frequently ask'd me, and I cannot fay, 

that I ever lmcw how to give a direa Anfwer to it, 
How it came to pafs that fo many infeCted People 
appear' d abroad in the Streets, at the fame time that 
the Houfes which were infected were fo vigilantly 
fearched,and all of them fhutup and guarded as they 
'vere. 

I confe{s, I know not what Anfwer to give to thi~, 
unlefs it be this, that 10 fo great and populous a City 
as this is, it was impoffible to difcover every Houfe 

that 
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that '''n.s infected as foon as it was fo, or to fhut up 

t
1 

all the Houfes that were infected : fo that People 
had the Liberty of going about the Streets, even 

11

'· where they pleafed, unlefs th y were lm0\\'11 to be
i:: long to fuch and fuch infected Houfes. 

It is true, that as feveral Ph) ficians told my Lord 
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was fuch at fome 
particular 1 'imcs, and People ficken' d fo fafl:, and 
died fo foon, that it \\as impoffible and indeed to no 
purpofe to go about to enquire who W:lS fide and who 
was well, or to !hut them up wich fuch E.·acrncfs, 
as the thing required; almofi every Houfe in a · oLe 
Street being infeCted, acd in r ... any Places every Per

i fon in fome of the Houfes; and that \ ·hich was frill 
\\ orfe, by the time that the I-1oufes \\ ere lino\ 'n to 
be infceted, mo£1: of the Per ons infcB:cd \\'ould be 
frone dead, and the rc11 run a\vay for Fear of be

" ing !hut up ; fo that it was to very fm<Jll Purpofe, to 
call them infeeted Houfcs and fhut rhein up; the 

·~ Infettio 1 ha\ ing ravaged, and tall en its Le~ ,.c of the 
Houfc, before it was really known, that the Family 

' \\as any Pay touch' d. . 
This might be fufficicnt to convince any reafon

~ble Perfon, that as it \\'as not in the Power of the 
Magifirates, or of any humane Methods or Policy, 
to prevent the fpreading the Infection ; fo that this 
way of £hurting up of Hou(cs \\as perf:eEtly infuffi
cient for that End. Indeed it [( emed to have no man
ner of publick Good in it, equal or rroportionable 
to the gri ... 'OUS Burthcn that it \ ·as to the particuL r 
Fami ies, that , .. :ere fo !hut up; and as far as I wa 
e ploycd by the publicJ in dircc1ing that Se,·erity, 
I fr quently found occafion to fee, thn.t it was inca
pable of anf ·cring the End. For E.·ampb as. I 
\I de tired as a V ifi tor or Examiner to cnqutre 
i o the Particulars of feveral Families hich \·ere 

d \ fcarce came to any Houfe. •here 
P ague 1 ad dllbly appear'd in the Family, but 
fome of the Family were Fled and gone; ~e 

lag1-
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Magifirates would refent this, and charge the Exa· 
miners with being rernifs in their Examination or 

Infpection: But by that means Houfes were long in

fected before it was known. Now, as I was in this 

dangerous Office but half the appointed time, which 

was two Months, it \\'as long enough to inform 

myfelf, that we were no way capable of coming at 

the K.nowledge of the true fiate of any Family, but 

by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours; as 

for going into every Houfe to fearch, that was a part, 

no Authority wou'd offer to impofe on the Inhabi

tants, or any Citizen wou'd underta]{e, for it wou'd 

ha' been expofing us to certain Infel:tion and Death, 

and to the Ruine of our O\'\'n Families as well as of 

ourfelve", nor wou'd any Citizen of Probity, and 

that cou'd be depended upon, have fiaid in the Town, 

if they had been made liable to fuch a Se\ erity. · 

Seeing then that we cou' d come at the certainty 

of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 

Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd 

not jufily deiJend, it was not poffible, but that the 

incertainty of this Matter wou'd remain as above. 

It is true, Mafiers of Families were bound by the 

Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 

wherein he liv'd, within two Hours after he fhou'd 

difcover it, of any Perfon being fick in his Houfe, 

that is to fay, having Signs of the InfeCtion, but they 

found fo many ways to evade this, and excufe their 

Negligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, rill 

they had taken Meafuresto have everyoneEfcapeout 

of the Houfe, who had a mind to Efcape, whether 

they were Sick or Sound; and while this was fo, it 

is eafie to fee, that the fhutting up of Houfes was 

no way to be depended upon, as a fufficient Method 

for putting a fiop to the InfeCtion, becaufe, as I have 

faid elfewhere, many of thofe that fo went out of 

thofe infeCted Houfes, had the Plague really upon 

them, tho~ they might really think themfelves Sound: 

And fome of thefe were the People that walk'd the 
Streets 
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treets till they fell down Dead, not that they 'vcrc 

fuddenly firuck with the Difiemper, as with a 
Bullet thar: lcill'd with the Stroke, but that they 
really had the Infe.:tion in their Blood long before, 
only, that, as it prey'd fecretly on the Vitals, it ap
pear'd not till it fei:z.'d the H eart with a mortal Pow
er, and the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fud
den Fainting, or an Apoplettick Fit. 

I know that fome,e' en of our Phyficians,thought, 
for a time, that thofe People that fo died in the 
Streets, were fei:z.'d but that 1v1oment they fell, as if 
they had been touch'd by a Stroke from Heaven, as 
Men are kill'd by a fbfh of Lightning; but they found 
Reafon to alter the ir Opinion afterward ; for upon 
examining the Bodies of fuch after they were Dead, 
they always either had 1'okens upon them, or other 
c\'ident Proofs of the Difiemper having been longer 
upon them, than they had otherwife expected. 

This often was the Reafon that, as I have [aid, 
we, that were Examiners, were not able to come at 
the K.nowledgc of the lnfeuion being enter'd into 
a Houfe, till it was too late to fhut it up ; and feme
times not till the People that were 1 >ft , \\et~ all Dead, 
In Petticoat-Lane two Hou fes together were infeB:ed, 
and feveral People fick ; but the D~fiemper was fo 
wellconceal'd, the Exan1iner, who was my Neigh
bour, got no I(nowledge of it, till Notice was ft:nt 
him that the People were all Dead, and that the 
Carts ibould call there to fetch them away. The 
two Heads of the Families concerted their Me::1fures, 
and fo order'd their Matters., as that when the Ex
aminer was in the Neighbourhood.) they appeared 
generally one at a time, and anCwcred, that is, lied 
tor one another, or got fome of the N eighb~urhood 
to fay they were all in Hea.lth, and perhaps knew no 
better, till Death making it impoffible to keep it any 
longer as a Secret, the dead-Carts were call'd in 
the Night the Houfes to both, and fo it became 

' 0 publick : · 
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publick: But when the Examiner order'd the Con· 
!table to iliut up the Houfes, there was no Body left 
in them but thr\:c People, t\\ o in one Hou fe, and one 
in the other jufl: d} ing, and a N urfe in each Hou[e, 
\vho acknowledg'd that they had buried five before, 
that the Houfes had been inteB:ed nine or ten 
Days, and th.tt for all the reH: of the two Families, 
which were many, they were gone, forne fick, fome 
well, or ·whether fick or well could not be known. 

In lilce manner, at another Houfe in the fame 
Lane, a Man having his Family infeCted, but very 
un\\ illing to be iliut up, when he could conceal it 
no longer, {but up himfelf; that is to fay, he fet the · 
great red Crofs upon h1s Door with the words LoRD 
~A VE MERCY UPON us; and fo deluded the Exami
ner,' ho fuppos, d it had been done by the Confiable, 
by Order of the other Examiner, for there were two 
Examiners to every Difiritt or Precina ; by this 
n1eans he had free egrefs and regrefs into his Houfe 
again, and out of it, as he pleas,d notwithfh11:ding it · 
''as infefted ; till at length his Stratagem was found 
out, and then he, \Vith the found part of his Serrants 
and Family, made off and efcaped ; fo they were not 
fllut up at all. 

Thefe things made it very hard, if not impoffibie, 
as I bave Jaid, to prevent: the fpreading of an Infec
tion by the fhutting up of Houfes, unlefs the Peo
ple would think the fhutting up of their Houfes no 
Grienmce, and be fo \Villing to have it dor:e, as 
that they wou, d give T otice duly and faithfully t_o 
the Magifirates of their being infected, as foon as 1t 
was lmown by them{elves : But as that can not be 
expeaed from them, and the Examiners .can not 
be fuppofed, as above, to go into their Houfes to 
vifit and and fearch, all the good offhutting up Hou
fes, \'ill be defeated, and fe~ Houfes will be {hut up 
in time, except thofe of the Poor, who can not con
ceal it, and of fome People who will be difcorer'J 5y 

the 
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the Terror and Confternation which the 'fhing 
put them into. 

I got m; felf difcharg' d of the d:1ngerous Office I 
\\as in, as ioon as I cou,d get another admitted, who 
I had obtain' cl for a little Mony to accept of it; and 
[o, inuead of ferving the t\\ o h1onths, which was di
recled, I wns not above three eeks in lt; and a 
great while too, confidcring it was in rhe Month of 
Augufl, at which time the Dill:ernper began to rage 
with great Violence atom u~J of the To·wn. 

In the execution of this )1fice, I cou'd not refrain 
fpeahing my Opinion among my Ne;ghbours, as to 
this lhutting up the People in their Houfes; in ' ·hi eh 
we faw mofi evidently tl e S veritics that \\'ere ufed 
tho' grie-z;.us in themfelves, had alfo this particular Ob
jettion againfl: them, namely, that they did not an
fwer the End, as I have faid, but that the diftemper'd 
People went Day by Day about the Streets; and it 
was our united Opinion, that a Method to have re
moved the Sound from the Sick in Cafe of a parti
cular Houfe being vifited, wou'd ha' been m.uch 
more reafonable Oi1 many Accounts, leaving no Body 
with the fick Pcrfons, but f uch as fhou' d on fuch 
Occafion requefl: to fiay and declare themfelves con
tent to be fhut up with thetn. 

Our Scheme for removing thofe that were Sound 
from thofe that \\ere Sick, was only in fuch Houfes 
as were infected, and confining the fick \\as no Con
finement ; thofe that cou' d not fl:ir, '''ou' d not com
plain, while they were in their Senfes, and while they 
had the Power of judging: Indeed, when they came 
to be Dilirious and Light-headed, then they wou'd 
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin'd; but for the 
removal of thofc tha.t were well, we thought it high-
1 y reafonnble and jufi, for their own fakes, they 
fbou' d be remov' d from the Sick, and that, for other 
People's Safety, they fi1ou>d l(eep retir'd for a while, 

0 ~ to 
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to fee that they were found, and might not infect 
others; and we thought twenty or thirty Days enoug 1 

for this. 
Now certainly, if Houfes had been provided on 

purpofe tor thoic that "'ere Jound to perform this de-
111Y Q1arantine in, they wcu'd have much lefs Rea
fan to think thcrrfdves injut'd in fuch a refiraim, 
than in being confin' d with infetted People, in the 
Houfes where they liv'd. 

It is here, howe\ er, to be obferv' d, that after the 
Funerals became fo many, that People could not 
Toli the Bel1, Mourn, or Weep, or wear Black for 
one another, as they did bef( re ; no, nor fo much as 
make Coffins for thofe that died; fo after a while the 
fury of the Infection appeared to be fo encrea[cd, 
that in {hort, they f11ut up noHoufes at nll ; it fcem'J 
enough th~~t all the Remedits of that K.ind had been 
ufed till they V\ ere found ti·uitleis, and that the 
Plague fpread itfelf with an irrefifl:ible Fury, fo that, 
as the Fire the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf and 
burnt with fuch V iolcnce, that the Citizens in 
Defpnir, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh 
it, fo in the Plague, it came ut lafl: to fuch Violence 
that the People L1.t frill looking at one another, and 
feen1'd qui[e abandon' cl to Defpair; "hole Streets 
feem'd to be defolated, and cot to be !hut up only, 
but to be mptied of their Inhabita11ts; Doors were 
left open, V/indows fl:ood !battering\\ nh the :Vind in 
empty Houfes, for want of People~ to fl1ut them : In 
a Word, People beg:1.n to give up then1felves to their 
Fears, and to think that all regulations anci 1iethods 
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho~ 
ped for) but an univerfal Dcfolation ; and it was e
ven in the height of this general Dt:.fpair, tliat it 
pleafed God to flay his Hand, and to flacken the 
Fury of the Contagion, in fuch a manner as was e
ven furprizing lilw its beginning, and demonfirated 
it to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if 

not 



the PLAGUE. 
not without the Agency of Means, as I fhall take 
Notice of in its proper Place. 

But I muft fiill [peak of the Plague as in its height, 
raging even to Defolation, and the People under 
the m oft dreadful Confiernation, even, as I have faid, 
to Defpair. It is hrtrdly credible to what E ·c Hes 
the Paffions of Men carry\i them in this E.·trc1nic:y 
of the Difiemper ; and this Part, l think, ' as as 
moving as the refr ; \V hat cou' d nftect a 11an in hts 
full Power of RefleCt:ion; and ''hat could make 
deeper Impreffions on the Soul, than to fee a Man 
alnJofl: Naked and got out of his Houfe, or perhaps 
out of his Bed into the Street, come out of Harrow
Alley, a populous Conj unCt:ion or Collection of Al
leys, Courts, and Paffages, in the Butcher-row 
in Wbitechappel? I fay, What oould be more Af
fecting, than to fee this poor Man come out into the 
open Street, run Dancing and Singing, and making 
a thoufa.nd antick Gefinres, with five or fix Women 
and Children running after hi1n, crying, and cJ.lling 
upon him, for the Lord's fal e to come back, and en
treating the help of others to bring him back, but 
all in vain, no Body daring to lay a Hand upon him, 
or to come near him. 

This was a mofi grievous and afllictit:g thing to 
me, who fee it all from my own \Vindows ; for all 
this while, the poor a:ffi.iB:ed Man, was, as I ob[erv' d 
it, even then in the utn1ofi Agony of Pain, hadng, 
as they [aid, two Swellings upon him, vhich cou'd 
not be brought to break, or to fuppurate ; but by 
laying 11rong CauCticks on them, the Sur7cons had, it 
feems,hopes to break then1, whichCaufiicl<s ''"ere then 
upon him, burning his Flefh as with a hot Iron : I 
cannot fay what became of this poor Man, but. I 
think he continu' droving about in that manner tlll 

he fell do\ rn and Died. 
No wonder the AfpeB: of the City itfelf was fright .. 

ful) the ufu1l concourfe of People in the Streets, 
0 3 and 
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and which ufed to be fupplied from our end of the 
Town, was abated; the Exchange was not kept ibut 
indeed, but it was no more frequented ; the Fires 
were lofr; they had been almofi extinguiihed for 
furre Days by a very fmart and hafiy Rain : But 
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infified that 
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the 
Health of People: This they made a loud Clamour 
about, and complain'd to the Lord Mayor about it: 
On the other Hand, others of the fame Faculty, 
and Eminent too, oppos'd them, and gave their · 
Reafons why the Fires were and mua be ufcful to 
afiwage the Violence of the Difl:emper. I cannor 
give a full Account of their Arguments on both 
Sides, only this I remember, that they cavil'd very 
much with one another; fome were for Fires) but 
that they mufi be made of Wood and not Coal, 
and of particular forts of Wood too, fuch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becaufe of the fl:rong efRuvia 
of 'Furpentine; Others were for Coal and not \Vood, 
becaufe of the Sulphur and Bitumen ; and others 
were for neither one or other. Upon the whole, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and efpe
cially on thisAccount,n~unely , that the Plague was fo 
fierce rhat they faw evidently it defied aH .1eans,and 
rather feemed to cncreafc than decreafe upon nny 
application to check and abate it; and yet this 
Amazement of the Magifirates, proceeded rather 
frotn \\an of being able to apply any Means fuc
cef fully, than frcm any unwillingnefs either to ex
pofe themfdves, or undertaJ{e the Care and \V eight 
of Bufinefs; for, to do them J ufiice, they neither 
fpared their Pains or their Perfons ; but nothing 
anf\\ cr"d, the Infeaion rag'd, and the People were 
no\v frighted and terrified to the lafr Degree, fo 
tLat, as I may fay, they gave themfdres up, and, as 
I mention,d above, abandon~d themfelves to their 
Defpair, 

But 
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~ But let me obferve here, that when I fay the Peo-

ple abandon'd themfelves to Defpair, I do not mean 
to what Men call a religious Defpair, or a D .;[pair 
of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their 
being able to efcape the Infeftion, or to out-live the 
Plague, which they f::~.w \\as foraging ~u'd fo irre
fifiible in its Force, that indeed few People that 
were touch'd with it in its height about Auguft, and 
September, efcap' d :And,\\ hich is very particular, con
trary to its ordinary Operation in 1une and J-uly, 
and the beginning of A tgufl, v;hen, as I hart; ob
ferv'd many were infeCted, and continued fo many 
Days, and then went oft: after having had the Poi
fon in their Blovd a long ti1ne ; but now on the con
trary, mofi of the People who were taken during 
the two laft Weeks in Auguft, and in the three 
firfi Weeks in September, generally died in two 
or three Days at farthefr, and many the very 
fame Day they were taken ; \Vhether the Dog-days, 
or as our Afirologers pretended to exprefs them
felvcs, the Influence of the Dog-Star had that ma
lignant EffeCt: ; or all rhofe \Vho had the feeds of 
Infection berore in them> brought it up to a ma
turity at that time altogether I kno\V not; but this 
was the time when it was reported, that above 
3oeo People died in one Night ; and they that 
~\ou'd have us believe they more critically obferv'd 
1t! pretend to fay, that they all died within the fpace 
ot two Hours, (viz...) Between the Hours of One 
and three in the Morning. 

As to the Suddennefs of People's dying at this time 
more than before, there were innumerable Infiances 
of it, and I could name feveral in my Neighbour
l:ood ; on~ Family without the Barrs, and not far 
fro.m me, were all feemingly wcl~ on the M~nday, 
bemg Ten in Family, that E''enmg one Ma1d and 
one Apf1rentice were taken ill, and dy'd the ne:xt Mor
ning, when the other Apprentice and two Children were 
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were touch'd, whereof one dy'd the fame Evening, 
and the other two on \Vednefday: In a Word, by 
Saturday at Noon, the Mafier, Mifrrefs, four Chil
dren and four Servants were all gone, and the Houfc 
left entirely empty, except an ancient Woman, who 
came in to take Charge of the Goods for the Mafier 
of the Family's Brother, who liv'd not far off, anj 
who had not been ficlr. 

Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peo
ple being carri d ~n~:ay dead, and efpccially in an 
Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Barrs, 
going in at the Sign of Mo.fes and Aaron; there were 
feveral Houfes together, which (they faid)had not one 
Perfon left alive in them, and fome that d y' d lafi in 
feveral of thofe Houfes, were left a little too long be
fore they were fetch' d out to be bury' d ; the Rcafon 
of which was not as fome have written very untruly, 
that the living were not fufficient to bury the dead; 
but that the Mortality \\as fo great in the Yard or 
Alley, that there was no Body left to give Notice to 
the Buriers or Sextons, that there were any dead Bo
dies there to be bury' d. It was faid,how true I know 
not, that fome of thofe Bodies \rere fo much corrup
ted, and fo rotten, that it \\·as \Vith Difficulty they 
were carry' d; and as tbe Carts could not come any 
nearer than to the Alley-Gate in the high Street, it 
was fo much the more difficult to br;ng them along; 
but I am not certain how many Bodies were then 
left, I am fu1·~ that ordin:1rily it was r.ot fo. 

As I have mention'd how t~1e People \\'ere brought 
into a Condition to defpair of Life and abandon 
themfelves, fo this very Thing had a firange Eftett 
among us for three or four \Veel{s, that is, it made 
them bold and venturous, they were no more £by of 
one another, or refirained within Doors, out went 
;my where and every where, and began to converfe; 
on~ would fay to another, I do not ask you how you 
are, or fay ho ~ I am, i~ is certain we iliall all go, 

. fo 



the P L A G U E. 20 r 
fo 'tis no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo 
they run defperately into any Place or any Company. 

As it brought the People into publick Company, 
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd 
into the Churches, they inquir'd no more into who 
they fatnearto,or &·u from, whatoftenfive Smells they 
met with, or what condition the People feemec.l to be 
in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo many dead 
Corpfes, they came to the Churches without the lenll: 
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 
were of no Confequence, compar'd to the Work 
which th~y came about there : Jndeed, the Zeal 
which they ibew'd in Coming, and the Earneftnefs 
and Affettion they ihew'd in their Attention to what 
they heard, made it manifeft what a Value People 
would all put upon the Worfhip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 
that it would be their Laft. 

Nor was it without other ftrange EffeCts, for it 
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a
bout the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when 
they came to the Churches It cannot be doubted, 
hut that many of the l\1inifters of the Parifh-Chur
ches were cut off among others in fo common and 
fo dreadful a Calamity; and others had not Con rage 
enough to ftand it1 but removed in to the Country 
as they found Means for Efcape., as then fomc Pa
rifr..shurches were quite v.1cant and forfJken, the 
People made no Scruple of defiriug fuch Diifenters 
as had been a few Years before depriv'd of their Li
vings, by Virtue of the Act: of Parliament CJl1'd, 
The Act ofVniformity to pre:1ch in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Mini11ers in that Cafe make an v 
Difficulty of accepting their Affiftance, fo that mJ
ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had 
their Mouths open'd on this Occafion) 3nd preach'd 
publickly to the People. 

Jl..re 
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Here we n10i'V obferve , and I hope it will not be 

am ifs to take notice of it, that a n~ar View of Death 
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles 
one to another, and th1t it is chiefly owing to our 
eafy Sci tuation in Life, and our putting thefe Things 
far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill 
Blood con tinned, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and 
of Chrifrian Union fo much kept and fo far Cc1r
ry'd on among us, as it is: Another Plague Year 
wouid reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con
V€rfing with Death, or with Difeafes that threaten 
Death, would fcum off the Gall from our Tem
per~, remove the Animofities among us, and 
bring us to fee with dilfering Eyes, th1n thofe 
which we look'd on Things with before ; as 
the People who had been ufed to join with the 
Church, were reconcil'd at this Time, with the 
admitting the Di~lenters to preach to them : 
So the Diffenters, who with an uncommon Preju
cl~ce, had broken off from the Communion of the 
Church of England, were now content to come to 
their Parifrt-Clmrches, and to conform to the Wor
Jhi p which they did not 3 pprove of before; but as 
the Terror of the Infection abated., thofe Things 
all returned again to their lefs defirable Channel, 
and to the Co~1rfe they were in before. 

I mention this hnt hiftoric1lly, I have no mind 
to e11ter in to Arguments to move either, or both 
Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a
nother; I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif
colli:te would be either fuit~ble or fuccefsful ; the 
Freachc~ feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi
dening farther, than to clofJng, and who am 1 that 
I fhould think myfelf able to iflfiuence either one 
Side or other? But this I m1y repeat again, that 
'tis evident Death win reconcile us all; on the o
ther Side the Grave we fnall be all Brethren again: 
In Heaven) whether) I hope we may come from all 

Parties 
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Parties and Perfwafions, we fhall find neither Pre ... 
judice or Scruple ; there we fhall be of one Principle 
and of one Opinion, why we cannot be content to 
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we lhall joiFL 
Heart and Hand without the leaft Hefitation, and 
with the moft compleat Hannony and AffeCtion ; I 
fay, why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to, 
neithel" lball I fay any thing more of it, but that it 
remains to be lamented. 

I could dwell a ·great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the 
Objects that appear'd among us every Day, the 
dreadful Extravagancies which the Difrratl:ion of 
fick People drove them into; how the Streets be
gan now to be fuller of frightful Objects, and Fa
milies to be made even a Terror to themfel ves : 
But after I have told you, as I have above, that 
One Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other v.vray to delivt>r himfelf, fet the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhappily fl:ood within his 

·· reach, and Burnt himfelf in his Bed. And how 
another, by the infufferable Torme1,t he bore, 
daunced and fung naked in the Streets, not kn w ... 
ing one Extafie from another, I fay, after I bJve 
mention'd thefe Things, WhJt can be ad led more? 
What can be faid to reprelent the Mifery of thcfe 

. Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more perfeCt Idea of a co mplicated Diftrcfs ? 

I muft acknowledge that this time was Terri
ble, th1tl was fometimes at the End of ail my Rc
folutions, and that I had not the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to BlackroaU and 
Grsenrvich, as I have related, which was an Excur

, fion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors~ 
as I had for about a Fortnight before; I have faid 
already, that I repented feveral times that I had 

ventur'd 
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ve.ntur'd to fl:ay in Town, and had not gone away 
\Vith my Brother, and his Family, but it was too 
late for that no\v; and after I had retreated and fl:ay'd 
within Doors a good while, before n1y I1 patience 
led me Abroad, than tbey c,tll'd n1e, as llnve faid, 
to an ugly a~d dangerous Office, , rhich broug1t 
n1e out again ; but a th~t was e .. pir'd, while the 
hight of the Diftempcr lafl:ed, I rctir' d again, and con-
inued clofe ten or twelve lhys more. During 

which many difmal SpeB:acles reprefentcd them
felvcs in 1ny View, out of tny own Window , and 
in our O\Vn Strecc, as that perticula.rly from Har
row-Alley, of the poor outrageous Creature which 
danced and fung in his Agon. 7, and tnany others , i 
there were : Sc:trfe a D~y or Night pafs' d over, but ~ 
fome diftnal rfhing or. other happened at the End · 
cf that Harrov.:-Alfey, which \Vas a Place full of poor 
People, 1nofr of them belonging to the Butchers,or 
to Employn1eots depending upon the Butchery: 

Son1~1:irnes Heaps and 'rhrongs of People would 
burfi: <Jut of that Alley, 1nofr of them \Vomen, 
n1aking a dreadtl..ll C1rm1our, n1ixt or Compound- ' 
cd of Skreetchcs, Ctyings and Calling one another, 
that we could not coLceive what to · make of it ; 
almofi all the dead Part of the Night the dead 
Cart fl:ood at the E·1d of that Alley, for if it went 
in it could not y ell turn ag"lin, and could go in :ij 
but a lictle Way. '!'here, I Ly, it fiood to recc1ve 1 

de::td Bodys, and as t 1e Church-Yard was but a 
lictl·! Way off, it' ic went away full it would foon 
be back again : Ic is itnpoffiJlc to dercribc the mofl: 
horrible Cries and N 01fc the poor People won!? ~ 
1n3-ke at their bringing the dead Budies of the1r 
Children and Friend-, out to the C1.rt, and by the 1 

Number one would have thought, there had been · 
none Iefc behind, or that there were People enough 
for a f:n lll City li \'eing in thofe Plac"~ : Several 
times they cr;ed Murther, fomctin1e Fire; but: 
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it was efie to prrceive it was all Di£traEtion, and 
the Complaints of Diftrcfs'd and diftemper'd Peo
ple. 

I believe it was every where thus at that time, for 
the Plague rag'd for fix or feven Weeks beyond ail 
that ! have exprefs'd ; and came even to fuch a 
height, that in the .Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order. of which I l1ave fpoken 
fo much, in behalf of the Magifrrates, namely* 
that no dead Bodies were feen in the Streets or 
Burials in the D<ly -timc , for there was a NecefTity, -
in thisExtremery, to bear with its being otl:envife, 
for a little while. 

One thing cannot omit here, and indeed I 
thought it was extraordinary, at leaft, it feemcd a 
remarkable H1nd of Divine Juftice, (viz.) ~[hat 
al1 the Predictors, Aftrologers, Fortune-teiJers, 
and what they call'd cnnning-Men, Conjurers, and 
the like; c1lculators of Nativities, and dreamers 
ot Dreams, and fuch eople., were gone and va
nifn'd, not one of them was to be found: I am, 
vcri'y, perfwade--J that a great J:rumber of them fell 
in the lteat of the Calamity., having ventured to 
fray upon the Frofi)ect of getting great Eftates; 
and indeed their Gain was but too gre:Jt for a time 
through the Madnefs ancl Folly of the People; but 
now they were file~1t, many of them went to their 
long H0me, not able to Coretel their own Fate, or 
to calculate their own Nativitics; fome have been 
critical enough to fay~ th~t every one of them dy'd; 
I dare not affirm that; bnt 'this I mufi: own, tha:.: 
I never heard of one of them th1t ever appcar'd 
after the Calctmity was over. 

Bnt to return to my particular Obfervation;, 
duri g this dreadful part of the Vifitation ~ I am , 
now come, as I have faid, to the l\1on~h o~ Ser· 
ttmber., which was the moft dreadful of Jts kmd, l 
believe, th t ever London fa w; for by all the Ac-

counts 
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counts which I have fecn of the preceding Vifita· 
tions which have been in London, nothing has been 
like it ; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount
ing to almoft 4o,ooo from the 22d of .Auuuft, to 
the 26th of September, being but five Weels, the 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz...) 

From Auguft the 21d to the 29th 7496 
To the 7th of September--- 8252 
To the 12th-- - - 7690 
To the I 9th - - --•• - 8297 
To the 26th - 6460 

38195 
This was a prodigious Number of itfelf, but if · 

1 iliould add the Reafons which I have to believe 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient , 
ir was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be
lieve that there died above tenThoufand a Week for 
all thofe Weeks, one Week with another, and a 
proportion for feveral Weeks both before and a f. 
ter : The Confufion among the People, efpecially 
within the City at that time, was inexpreffible; the 
Terror was fo great at laft, that the Coureigeof the 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began 
to fail them ; nay, feveral of them died altho' they 
bad the Diftemper before, and were recover'd; 
and fome of them drop'd down when they have 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and .tr 
juft ready to throw them in; and this Confufion 
was greater in the City, becaufe they had fl.at
ter'd themfelves with Hopes of efcaping: And 
thought the b;tternefs of Death was pafr: One 
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch, was for
faken of the Drivers, or being left to one M'"n to 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horfes going 
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fome 
thrown out herc,fome there, in a difinal manner; 
Another Cart was it feems found in the great 

' · Pit 
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Pit in Finsbury Fields, the Driver being Dead, or 
having been gone and abandon'd it, and the Horfes 
running too near it, the Cart tdl in and drew the 
Horfes in alfo: It was fuggefred that the Driver 
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up
on him, by Reafon his Vvhip was feen to be in 
the Pit among the Bodies ; but that, I fuppofc, 
cou,d not be certain. 

In our Parifh of Ald~ttte, the dead-Carts 
were feveral times, as I h~ve heard, found fiand~ 
ing at the Chnrch-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies, 
but neither Bell mJ n or Driver, or any one elfe 
with it; neither in thefe, or many other Cafes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
fometimes they were let down with Ropes out of 
Balconies and out of W indcws ; acd fometimes 
the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes 
other l'eople; nor, as the /Wen them_(elves {aid, did 
they trouble themfelves to keep an_ Account of 
the Numbers. 

The Vigilance of •the Magiftrate was oow put 
to the utmoft T~ial, and it muft be confefs'd, can 
never be enough acknowledg'd on this Occafion 
alfo, whatever Rxpence or Trouble they were at, 
two Things were never neglected iu the City or 
Suburbs either. 

r. Provifions were always to be had in full Plenty. 
and the Price not much rais'd neither, hardly 
worth fpeaking. 

2. No dead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered ; 
and if one walk'd from one end of the City to ano
ther,no Funeral or fign of it was to be feen in the 
Day-.time, except a little, as I have fa id above, in 
the three firft Weeks in September. 

This lafi: Article perhaps will hardly be beli~v'd, 
when fome Accounts which others have publdbed 
fince that fuall be feen, wherein they fay, that the 
Dead lay unburied, which 1 am aifured was utterly 

falfe; 
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falfe; at leaft, if it bad been any where fo'l it muft 
l1a' been in Houfes where the Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, as 1 have ob
ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi
ven to the Officers: All which amounts to nothing 
at all in the Cafe in Hand ; for this I am poGtive 
in, having myfelf been employ'd a little in the Di
reB:ion ot that part in the Pariih in \vhich I liv' d, 
and where as great a Defola~ion was made 
jn proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as 
was any where. I fay, I am fure that there were 
no dead Bodies remain' d unburied ; that is to fay, 
none that the proper Officers knew of; none for 
want of People to carry them oft~ and Buriers to 
put them into the Ground and cover them ; and 
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might 
lie in Houfes and Holes as in Mofes andAaron Ally is 
nothing; for it is mofr certain, they \Vere buried as 
foon as the) were found. As to the firfr Article, 
namely, of Provifions, the fcarcity or dearncfs, tho'l 
have mention'd it before, and £hall [peak of it a
cain; yet I muft obferve here, 

(I.) 1'he Price of Bread in partic;ular was not 
n1uch raifed; for in the beginning of the Year (viz..) 
In the firfi Week in .ll1'arch, the Penny Wheaten 
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine 0 -
ces and an half, and never clearer, no not all that 
Seafon : And about the beginning of November it 
was fold ten Ounces 2nd a half again; the like of 
which, I believe, was never heard of in any City, 
under fo dreadful a Vifitation before. 

( z.) et .. 
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(.!..)Neither was there (which I wondred mu 'hat) 
any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to fupply 
the.People with .Bread; but this \Vas indeed alledg'd 
by fome Families, rJiz. That their Maid-Servants go
ing to the Bake-houfcs with their Dough to be 
baked, which was then the Cufi:om, fomctin1e came 
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to h'ly, the Plague 
upon them. 

In all this dreadful Vi{itation, there \'t:ere, .as I 
have faid before, but two Pefi:-houfes made u[e of, 
viz. One in the Fields beyond Old-Stt·eet, and one in 
lVeftminjler; neither was there any CompuHion us'd 
in carryin~ People thither : Indeed there \Vas no 
need of Compulfion in the Cafe, for there were 
Thou(,mds of poor diftrelfed People, \Vho having no 
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Cha
rity, would have been very glad to have been carryed 
thither, and been taken Care of, \vhich indeed \Vas 
the only thing that, I think, \Vas \Vanting in the whole 
publick !\1anagement of the City; fee~ng no Body 
was here allow'd to be brought to the Peil:-houfe, 
but where l\1oney \vas given, or Security for Money, 
either at their introducing , or upon their being 
cur'd and fent out; for very many \V ere fent out again 
whole, and very good Phyficians \vere appointed to 
thofe Places, [o that many People did very well there, 
of which I lhall make Mention again. The prin
cipal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have iaid, 
Servants, who got the Diftcmper by going of Er
rands to fetch N ecelfaries to the Families where they 
liv'd; and who in that Cafe, if they came Home 
.fick, were remov'd to preferve the refl: of the Houfe; 
and they were fo \vell look'd after there in all the 
time of the Vifitation, that there \vas but I )6 hur
ried in all at the London Pefi:-houfe, and 1 )9 at 
that of Wejlminfter. 

By having more Peft-houfes, I am far from mean
ing a forcing all People into. fuch Places. Had .the 

. . p ihutnng ' 
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fhutting up of I I<?ufes bee~ omitted, and the Sick 
hurried out of then· Dwellings to Pe£1:-houfes, as 
fome propofed it feems, at that titne as well as fince,. 
it would certainly have been much worfe than it was; 
the very removing the Sick, \vould have been a fpread· 
ing of the Inf(£bon, and the rather becaufe that re
Inoving could not effeCtually clear the Houfe, where 
the !ick Perfon was, of the Diilcmper, and the reft 
of the Family being then left at Liberty would cer-
tainly fpread it among others. · 

The Methods alfo in private Families, ·which would 
have been univerL1lly ufed to have concealed the 
DiHemper, and to have conceal'd the Perfons being 
fick, \vould have been fuch, that the Diftemper 
·would fometimes have feiz'd a whole Family before 
any \Tifitors or EYaminers could have known of it : 
On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which 
would have been fick at a time, would have exceeded all 
the Capacity of pt blick Pe£1:-houfes to receive them, 
or of publici~ Officers to difcover and remove them. 

This was \Yell con!idered in thofe D<tys, and I 
have heatd the1n talk of it often: The Magiftrates 
had enough to do to bring People to fubmit to hav
ing their Houfes £hut up, and many Ways they de;, 
cei\Ted the \V at eh men, and got out, as I have ob
ferved : But that Difficulty made it apparent, that 
they would have f.)und it impraCticable to have gone 
the other \vay to Work ; for they could never have 
forced the !ick People out of their B::ds and out of 
their l)wellings; it tnuil not ha.ve been my Lord 

Jayor's Officers, but an Anny of Officers that muft 
have attempted 1t; and the People, on the other hand, 
would have been cnrag'd and dcfperate, and would 
have kill'd thofe that ihould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re
lations, w hate\Tcr had befallen them for it; fo that 
they would have m1dethe·People, who, as it tzvas, 
were in the mofi: terrible Diilrafrion imaginable ; I 

Lay 
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.ty, they \Votlld have made them frark mad; where

as the Magifirates found it proper on feveral Ac
counts to treat them with Lenity and Compaffion, 
and not with Violence and Terror, fuch as dragging 
the Sick out of their Houfes, or obliging them to 
remove themfelves would have been. 

'rhis leads me again to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firft began, that is to fay, when it be
came certain that it would fpread over the whole 
Town, Vlhen, as I have faid, the better fort of 
People firft took the Alarm, and began to hurry 
themfelves out of Town: It was true, as I obferv'd 
in its Place, that the Throng was fo great, and the 
Coaches, Horfes, Waggons and Carts were fo many, 
driving and dragging the People away, that it look'd 
as if all the City was running away; and had any 
Regulations been publifh'd that had been terrifying 
at that time, efpecially fuch as \vould pretend to 
difpofe of the People, otherwi[e than they would 
difpofe of thetnfelves, it would have put both the 
City and Suburbs into the utmoft ConfuGon. 

But the Magiftrates wifely catt&'d the People to be 
encour;Jg'd, made very good By-Laws for the regu
lating the Citizens, keeping good Order in the Streets, 
and ma ·ing every thing as eligible as poffible to 
all Sorts of People. 

In the firfi: Place, the Lord Mayor and the She
riffS, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number 
of the Common Council-Men, or their Deputies 
came to a 1: efolution and publi!hed it, viz." That tbey 
" would not quit the City themfelves, but that they 
" would be always at hand for the pr~ferving. good 
" Order in every Place and for the domg J ulbce on 
" all Occafions ; as alro for the diftributing the 
" publick Charity to the Poor; .and in_a Word, for 
" the doing the Duty, an~ ~Ifchargtng the Truft 
" repos'd in the1n by ~he C1t1zeos to the utmoft of 
~' th.i:ir Power p z. In 
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In Purfuance of thefe Or~ers, the Lord Mayor, 

Sheriffs, &c. held Councils every Day more or 

lefs, for making ~uch Difp.o~tions as they found 
needful for prefervtng the Ctvtl Peace; and tho' they 

ufed the People \Vith all poffible Gentlenefs and Cle· 

mency, yet all manner of prefum ptuous Rogues, fuch 

as Thieves, Houfe-breakers, Plunderers of the Dead, 

or of the Sick, ·were duly puniili'd, and feveral De

clarations were continually publifu'd by the Lord 

Mayor and Court of Aldermen againft fuch. 
Alfo' all Conftablcs and Church-wardens were en

join'd to fray in the City upon fevere Penalties, or 

"to depute fuch able and ii.1ffi.cient Houfe-keepers, as 

the Deputy Aldennen, or Common Council-men of 

the Precir~Et ihould approve, and for whom they 

'fhould give Security ; and alfo Security in cafe of 

. Mortality, that they \vould forthwith conftiture 

other Confrahles -in their fread. 
Thefe things re-cfhbliih'd the Minds-of the People 

very much, efpecially in the firft of their Fright, 

\vhen they talk'd of making fo univerfal a Flight, 

that the City would have been in Danger of being 

entirely deferred of its Inhabitants, except the Poor; 

and the Country of being plunder'd and laid wafte 

by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiftrates de .. 

ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro

mifed it; for my Lord MayoT and the Sheriffs were 

continually in the Streets, and at places of the greatefl: 

Danger ; and tho' they did not care for having too 

great a Retort of People crouding about them, yet, 
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the People Ac
cefs to them, and heard 'vith Patience all their 

Grievances and Complaints; my Lord Mayor had 
a low Galle1·y built on purpofe in his Hal , where 

he flood a rule remov'd from the Croud when any 

(~omplaint came to be hear~, that he might appear 
\'ith as much Safety as poihble. 

Likewifc 
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i~i Lil\:ewife_ tbe proper Officers , call'd my Lm-·d 
:a Mayor's Officers, contiantly attended in their 1"urns, 

as they \vere in waiting ; and if any of them were 
~ flck or infecred, as fon1e of them were, others 'vere 
~ inftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their 

Places, till it was kno\vn \vhether the other ihould 
1, live or die. 
m In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 
l their feveral Stations and vV ards, where they \Vere 

placed by Office; and the Sheriff's Officers or Ser
geants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
refpeClive Aldermen in their Turn; fo that Jufi:ice 
was executed in all Cafes \Vithout Interruption. In 
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obferv'd ; and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day 
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to 
fee that the Country People had all poffible En
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again ; :md that no Nu
fances or frightful ObjeB:s fhould be feen in the 
Streets to terrify them, or n1ake them unwilling to 
come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular 
Order, and the Mafter of the Bakers Company 
was, with his Court of ABiftance, direCted to fee 
the Order of my Lord Mayor .for their Regulation put 
in Execution, and the due Affize of Bread, w hi eh 
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obfen ·'d, 
and all the Baker.s were ohliG''d to keep their Ovens 
going confi:antly, on pain oElofing the Privileges of 
a Freeman of the City of London. 

By this mear1s, Bread was always to 'be had in 
Plenty, and as cheap as u[ual, as I faid above; and 
Provifions were never 'vanting in the Markets, even 
to fuch a Degree, that I ~ften w<;mder'd at it, and 
reproach'd my felf \Vith be1ng [() tmorous and eau-

. p ) tiOUi 
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tious in ftirring abroad, when the Country People 
came freely and boldly to Market, as if there had 
been no manner of InfeCtion in the City, or Dan
ger of catching it. 

It was indeed one admirable piece of Conducr in the 
faid Magiftrates, that the Streets were kept confiant
ly clear, and free froll) all manner of frightful Ob
jeers, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were inde
cent or unpleafant, unlefs where any Body fell down 
fuddenly or died in the Streets, as 1 ha'Uefaid abov~, 
and thefe \vere generally covered with feme Cloth 
or Blanket, or remov'd into the next Church-yard, 
till Night; All the needful Works, that carried 
Terror with them, that were both difmal and dan
gerous, were done in the Night; if any difeas'd 
Bodies were remov'd, or dead Bodies buried, or in
fected Cloths burnt, it \vas done in the Night; and 
all the Bodies, \vhich were thrown into the great 
Pits in the feveral Church-yards, or burying Grounds, 
as has been obferv'd, were fo remov'd in the Night; 
ctnd every thing \vas covered and clofed before Day: 
So that in the Day-time there w~s not the leaft Sig· 
nal of the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except 
\vhat \vas to be obferv'd fron1 the Emptinefs of the 
Streets, and fometimes from the paffionate Out
cries and Lamentations of the People, out at their 
'Vindows, and from the Numbers of Houfcs and 
Shops fhut up. 

Nor was the Sileqce and Emptinefs of the Streets 
{o much i~ the <;:ity as in the Out-parts, exceptjuft 
at one parttcular time, when, as I have mention'd, the 
Plague came Eaft, and fpread over all the City : It 
was indeed a merciful Difpofition of God, that as the 
Phgue began . t one End of the Town fi rft, as has he en 
~bflrv'd at large, fo it proceeded progreffively to other 

arts , and did not come on this \vay or Raft
ward, till it had fpent its Fury in the \V eft p:ut of 

tne 

.r 
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the Town; and fo as it came on one way, it abat
ed another. For Example. 

It began at St. Giles's and the !Veflminfler End 
of the Town, and it \Vas in its Height in all that 
part by about the Middle of July, viz. in St. Giles 
in the Fields, St . ./lndrew's Holhorn, St. Clement-Danes, 
St. Martins in the Fields, and in Wejlminfter: The 
latter End of July it decreafed in thofe Pariihes, and 
coming Eaft, it encreafed prodigioufly in Cripple
gate, St. Sepukhers,St. ']a. Clarkenwell, and St. Brides, 
and Alderjgate; while it was in all thefe Parifhes, the 
City and all the Pariilies of the Southwark Side of 
the Water, and all Stepne)', IJ/bite-Chapel, Aldgate, 
Wapping, and Ratcliff \vere very little touch'd; fo 
that People went about their Bufinefs unconcern' cl, 
carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, 
and converfed freely with one another in all the 
City, the Eaftand North-Eaft Suburbs,andinSouth
wark, almoft as if the Plague had not been among us. 

Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs 
were fully infecced, 'Viz. Cripplcgate, Clarkenwell, 
Bijhopfgate, and Shoreditch, yet frill all the reft ·were 
tolerably well. For Example, 

From 2fth 'July to 1/t ./luguft the Bill ftood thus 
of all Difeafes; 

St. Giles Cripplegate ------
St. Sepulchers---------
Clarkenwell ---.Bijhopjgate ___ .:,.___ _____ _ 

Shoreditch ---·----------

ff4 
2f0 

103 
1 r6 
I IO 

Stepney Pari!h I 2 7 
1 .ddlgate 9Z. 

White-Chappel -- 104 

All the 97 Parifues within the Walls- 228 

All the Pariihes in Southwark 20) 

p -~ 
1889 

So 
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So that in fuort there died n1ore that Week in 

the two Parifues of Cripplegate and St. Sepulchers 
by 48 than in all the City~ and all the Eafi: Suburbs, 
and all the Southwark Panilies put together: This 
caufcd the R.eputation of the City's Health to con
tinue all over England, and efpecially in the Coun
ties and l\1arkets adjacent, from whence our Supply 
of ProviGons chiefly came, even much longer than 
that Health it felf continued; for when the People 
came into the Streets from the Country, by Shore
ditch andBijhopfgate,or by Oldjlreet and Smit~(ield,they 
'\Vould fee the out Streets empty, and the Houfesand 
Shops fhut, and the few People that \vere fiirring there 
'\valk in the Middle of the Streets; but when they 
came within the City, there things look'd better, and 
the Markets and Shops 'vere open, and the People 
walking about the Streets as ufuaJ, tho' not quite 
fo many; and this continued till the latter End of 
Augujf, and the Beginning of September. 

But then the Cafe 2lter'd quite, the Difiemper 
abated in the \V eft and North- \V eft Pari1bes, and 
the \V eight of the Infection lay on the City and 
the Eailern Suburbs and the Southwark Side, and 

. this in a tl-ighrfultnanner. 
Then indeed the City began to look dift11al, Shops 

to be {hut, and the Streets defob.te; in the High
Street indeed N eceflity n11de People fl:ir abroad on ma
ny Occ:tfions; and there would be in the middle of the 
Day a pretty many People, but in the Mornings and 
E\•enings fcarce any to be fecn, even there, no not in 
Cornbi!l and Cheapjide. ~t.. 

Thde Obfervations of mine \vere abundantly con-
firm 'd by the \VeekJy Bills of Mortality for thofe ~If) 
W ecl·s, an Abfi:racr of which, as they refpcCl the &~ 
Parifhc~ which I have mention'd, and as they m~ke the Wl 
Calculation I 1peak of very evident, take as follows. b 

The \V ee!dy Bni, which makes out this Decreafe In 

of the Bunals 111 the \Veil and orth fide of the 
· i~;·:. fh.nd thq~ from 
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From the 12th of September to the 19t11• 

St. Giles's Cripplegate -- 4f6 
St. Giles in the Fields 140 
Clarkenwelt ~ 77 
St. Sepulchers 2.14 

St. Leonard Shoreditcb -- 183 

Stepney Parifu --
Aldgate -----
White-Chapel 
In the 97 Pariilies within theW ails -
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side-

716 
62.) 
f3Z. 

149) 
1636 
6o6o 

Here is a ftrange change of Things indeed, and 
a fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months 
more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful 
Difpofition of God, that \Vhen it ·was thus the 
Weft and North part. which had been fo dreadfully vi
fited at firft, grew as you fee, much better; and as the 
People difappear'd here, they began to look abroad 
again there; and the next Week or two altered it frill 
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the 
other Part of the Town. For Example~· 

From the 19th of September to the 26th; 

St. Gi!es's Cripplegate 2.77 
St. Gi!es in the Fields I 19 
Clarke;zwell 76 
St. Sepulchers J 9) 
St.Leonard Shoreditch 146 

Stepney Pariih 6 I 6 
Aldgate --- 496 
Wbite-Chapel - 3 46' 
In the 97 Pariihes within the ~ails- I 268 
In the 8 P'l.riihes on Southwark S1de- 1 390 

4900 
From 
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From the t.6th of Septemb. to the ~d of OC!oher. ~ 

St. Giles's Cripplegate I.96 
St. Giles in the Fields 9r 
Clarkenwell 48 

· St. Sepulchers I 37 
St. Leontird Shoreditch 128 

Stepney Pariih 674 
Aklgate 371. 
White-Chapel 328 
In the 97 Parifues within the Walls - I 149 
In the 8 Parifhes on Southwark Side- I 1.01 

And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid 
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed; for as 
you fee the Weight · of the Diftemper lay upon 
thofe Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Pa
rHhes over the River, with the Pariihes of .dldgate, 
White-Chapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time 
that the Bills came up to fuch a monftrous Height, 
as that I mention'd before; and that Eight or Nine, 
and, as I believe, Ten or Twelve Th oufand a Week 
died ; for 'tis my fettled Opinion, that they never 
could come at any juft Account of the Numbers, 
for the Reafons which I have given already. 

Nay one of the m oil: eminent Phyficians, who 
has fince publifh'd in Latin an Account of tho(e 
Times, and of h~s Obfervations, fays, that in one 
Week there died twelve Thoufand People, and that 
particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night; 
tho' I do not remember that there ever was any 
fuch particular Night, fo remarkably fi1tal, as that 
fuch a Number died in it : However all this con-

ms what I have fa id above of the Uncertainty of 
the Bills of Mortality, &c. of which I ihall fay 
~ore hereafter. 
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And here let me take leave to enter again, tho' 

it may feem a Repetition of Circumftances,into a De
fcription of the miferable Condition of the City it 

· felf, and of thofe Parts where I liv'd at this parti
cularTime: The City,and thofe other Parts,notwith
ftanding the great N urn hers ofPeople that were gone 
inco the Country, was vaftly full of People, and per
haps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time 
a fhong Belief, that the Plague would not come in
to the City, nor into South~vark, no nor into Wap
ping, or Rat cliff at all; nay fuch was the Affurance 
of the People on that Head, that many remov'd 

- from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, in
to thofe Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, and 
as I verily believe, carry'd, the Plague amongft 
them there, perhaps fooner than they would other- . 
wife have had it. 

Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark for 
the ufe of Pofterity, concerning the Manner of 
Peoples infecting one another; namely, that it was 
not the fick People only, from whom the Plague was 
immediately receiv'd by others that were found, but 
THEW ELL. 'Io explain myfelf; by the jick Peo
ple I mean thofe who were known to be fick, had 

~ taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the 1ike; 
thefe every Body could beware of, they were either 
in their Beds, or in fuch Condition as cou'd not be 
conceal'd. 

By the Well, I mean fuch as had received the Con. 
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their 
Blood, yet did not !hew the Confequences of it in 

· !heir Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of 
it themfelves, as many were not for feveral Days : 
Thefe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 
Body who came near them ; nay their very Cl oaths 
etained the l nfeB:ion, their Hands would Infect the 
Things they touch'd, efpecially if they were \varm + and 
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and fweaty, and they \Vere generally apt to fweat 
too. 

Now it was i~poffible to kno':' thefe People, 
nor did they fomettmes, as I have fatd, know them
felves to be infetl:ed: Thcfe \vere the People that 
fo often dropt down and fainted in the Streets; for 
often times they \vould go about the Streets to the 
lafr, till on a fudden they would [wear, grow faint, 
.fit do\vn at a Door and die : It is true, finding 
themfelves thus, they would ftruggle hard to get 
Home to their own Doors, or at other Times would 
be juft able to go in to their Houfes and die inftant-
1y; other.Times they would go about till they had the m 

very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came 
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad: 
Thefc were the dangerous People, thefe were the 
People of w horn the well People ought to have 
been afraid; but then on the other fide it was impoffible 
to kno\v then1. 

And this is the Reafon why it is impoffible in a 
Vifitation to prevent the fpreading of the Phgue 
by the utmofl: hun1an Vigtlance, (viz.) that it is im
poffible to know the inteB:ed People from the found; ' 
or that the infected People 1hould perfeCtly know 
themieives : .I knew a Man who converfed freely in 
London all the Seafon of the Plague in x66f, and 
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur
pore to take when he thought himfelf in any Dan· 
ger, and he had fuch a Rule to know, or have 
warning of the Danger by, ~s indeed I never met 
\Vith before or fincc, how far it may be depended 
on I know not: He had a Wound in his Leg, and 
·when ever he came among any People that were not 
found, and the Infecrion began to affect him, he 
1~tid he could kno\v it by that Signal, (viz.) That his 
'V ound in his Leg would fmarr, and look pale 
and white; fo as foon as ever be felt it L"'ll~rt, it 

Wlf 
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was time for him to wi·thdraw, or to take care of 
himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that .Purpofe. Now it feems he found 
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was. in 
Company with fuch, who thought themfelves to be 
found, and who appear'd fo t.o one another; but he 
would prefently rife up,and fay publickly,Friends,here 
is fome Body in the Room that has the Plague, and 
fo would immediately break up the Company. This 
was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, that the 
Plague is not to be avoided by thofe that converfe pro
mifcuoufly in a Town infeeted, and People have 
it when they know it not, and that they likewife give 
it to others when they know not that they have it 
themfelves; and in this Cafe, fuutting up the WELL 
or removing the SI Cl( will not do it, unlefs they 
can go back and ihut up all thofe that the Sick had 
Convers'd with, even before they kne\v themfelves 
to be fick, and none knows how far to carry that 
back, or where to ftop; for none kno·ws when, or 
where, or how they may have received the Infec
tion, or from w horn. 

This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fo'many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infeB:ed, 
and that they need not be cautious of w horn they 
converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the 
Air. I have feen them in ftrange Agitations and Sur
prifes on this Account, I have never come near any 
infected Body! fays t/Je dijlur~ed Perfon, I have Con
vers'd with none, but found healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Diftemper ! I am fure I am 
firuck from Heaven, fays a1iother, and he falls to the 
ferious Part; again the firft goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no InfeCtion, or any infeB:cd Per .. 
fon, I am fur~ it is in tbe Air ; We dra\V in Death 
when we breath, and therefore 'tis the Hand of 
God, there is no withftanding it; and this at la.lt 
made many People, being hardened to the Danger, 
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gro\v 1 Js conccrn'd at it, and lefs cautious towards 
the latter End of the Time, and when it was 
come to its height, than they were at firfi:; 
hen \vith a kind of a Turkijh Predeftinarianifm, they 

would fay, if it pleas'd God to !hike them, it was 
all one whether they went Abroad or ftaid at Home, 
they cou'd not efcape it, and therefore they went 
boldly about even into infected Houfes, and infetted 
Company ; vifitcd fick People, and in ihort, lay in 
the Beds with their Wives or Relations \vhen they 
were infccred; and \V hat was the Confequence? But 
the fame that is the Confequencc in ~urkey, and in 
thofe Countries where they do thofe Things; name
ly, that they were infected too, and died by Hun
dreds and Thoufands. 

I would be far from leffening the Awe of the Judg
nients of God, and the Reverence to his Providence, 
\vhich ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oc
cafions as thefe; doubtlefs the Vifitation it felf i 
a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or 
Nation where it falls; a Melfenger of his V enge
ance, and a loud Call to that Nation, or Country, 
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according 
to that of the Prophet 'Jeremiah xviii. 7, 8. At what 
inftant Ijhall JPeak concerning a Nation, and concern· 
ing a Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and de· 
flroy it : If that Nation againft whom I have pro· 
nounced, turn from thei1" evil, I will t·epent of the 
e·vil that I thought tr; do unto them. Now to promtt due 
Impreffions of the A \VC of God on the Minds o Men 
on fuch Occafions, and not to lelfen them it is that I 
nave left thofe Minutes upon Record. 

I fay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put· 
ing the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immedi· 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc· 
tion of his Providence; nay, on the contrary, there 
were many wonderful Deliverances of Pcrfons from 
InfeCtion, and Deliverances of Perfons rl1en In-
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fected, which intimate fingular and remarkable Pro
vidence, in the particular Inftances to \Vhich they 
refer, and I efteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank
fulnefs. 

But when I am fpeaking of the ·Plague, as a Di
fremper arifing from natural Caufes, we mufl: con
fider it as it \V1S really propagated uy natural Means, 
nor is it at all the le.lS a Judgment for its being ,un
der the Conduct of humane Caufes and Effecrs; for 
as the divine Power has form'd the whole Scheme of 

ature, and maintains Nature in its Courfe; fo the 
fame Power thinks fit to let hi O\Vn Actings with 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, go on in 
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he is 
pleafed to acr by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina
ry Means; excepting and referving to himfelf never· 
thelefs a Power to aet in a fupernatural Way when 
he fees occafion: N O\V 'tis evident, that in the Cafe 
of an Infection, there is no apparent extraordinary 
occafion for fupernatural Operation, but the ordi
nary Courfe of Things appears fuffi.ciently arm'd, 
and made capable of all the Effects that Heaven 
ufually direCts by a Contagion. Among thefe Cau
fes and Effects this of the fecret Conveyance of In
feCtion imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more 
than fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine 
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals 
and Miracle. 

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe it 
felf was fuch, and the InfeCtion was receiv'd fo im
perceptibly, that the moft exaa Caution could not 
fecure us while in the Place : But I 1nuft be allowed 
to believe, and fbave fo many Examples freih in 
my l\1emory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can refift their Evidence _; 1 fa;', I muft be al
lowed to believe that no one in this ,vhole Nation 
ever receiv'd th; Sicknef-" or InfeCtion, but \vho re-

ceiv~d 
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ceiv'd tt 10 the ordinary Way of InfeCt:ion from 
fome Body, or the Cloaths, or touch, or french of 
fame Body that was infecred before. 

The Manner of its coming firft to London, 
proves this alfo, (viz.) by Goods brought over from 
Holland, and brought thither from the Levant; 
the firft breaking of it out in a Houfe in Long-Acre, 
'v here thofe Goods \vere carried, and firft opened ; 
its fpreading from that Houfe to other Houfes, by 
the vifible unwary converfing with thofe who were 
fick, and the infecting the Pari1h Officers who were 
employed about the Perfons dead, and the like; thefe 
are l<:nown Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, anJ proceeded fi·om Perfon 
to Perfon, and from Hou[e to Houfe, and no other
\Vife: In the firft Houfe that \vas infected there 
died four Perfons, a Neighbour hearing the Miftrefs 
of the firft Houfe was fick, 'vent to vi fit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diftemper to her Family, and • 
died, and all her Houfuold. A f\.1iniiler call'd to 
pray with the firfr fick Perfon in the fccond fioufe, 
\vas faid to ficken immediately, and die with feve
ral more in his Houfe: Then the Phyficians began 
to confider, for they did not at firfi: dreatn of age
neral Contagion. But the Phyficians being tent 
to infpe& the Bodies, they affiu'd the People 
that it was neither more or lefs than the P !ague with 
all its terrifying Particulars, and that it threatned an 
univerfal InfeCtion, fo many People having already 
convers'd with the Sick or Diftempcr'd, and hav
ing, as might be fuppos'd, received Infection from 
them, that it \Vould be impoffible to put a ftop to 
it. . 

Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with 
my Obfcrvation afterwards, namelv, that the Dan
ger \vas fpreading infenfibly ; for· the Sick cou'd 
infeCt none but thofe that came within reach of 
the !ick Perfon; but that one 1\1an, who may have 
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really receiv'd the Infection, and kno,vs it not, but 
goes Abroad, and about as a found Perfon, may 
give the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to 
greater N umbcrs in Proportion, and neither the Per .. 
ion giving the Infccrion, or the Perfons recc ·ving it, 
know any thing of it, and perh?ns not feel thc'Ef
fe&s of it for feveral Days a ter. ,_ 

For Example, Many Pcrfons in the Time of this 
Vtfitation never perceiv'd that they 'vere infected, till 
they found to then· unfpeal able Surprize, the rfokens 
come out upon them, after which they fcldo1n liv'd 
fix Hours; tor thoie Spots they call'd the Tol'"eas 
were really gangreen Spots, or mortified Flefn in 
fmall Knobs as broad as a little filvcr Peny, and hard 
as a piece of Callous or Horn; [( tbat when the 
Difeafe \vas coine up to that length, there was no
thing could follow but certain J)cath, and yet aJ I 
[ltid they kn:;w nothing of their bling Infec
ted, nor found thcmielvc fa much as out of Order, 
till thofe mortal fvt rk were upon the1n: But every 
Body muft allow, that they vere infected in .a high 
Degree before, ~nd mu!l: ha 'e been f(J fomc time; 
and con{equ~ntly their Drcarh, their Sweat, their 
very Cloaths were contagious for many Days be-
fore. • 

This occafion' d a vaft Variety of Cafes, w hi eh 
Phyficians \vould have much more opportunity to 
remember th<ln T ; but fomc came within the Com
p~c~ of my Obfcrvation, or hearing, of N hich I 
ihall name a fc N". 

A certain Citizen who had liv'd fafe, and un .. 
touch'd, till the Month of September, when the 
¥eight of the Difi:empcr lay more in the City 

than it had done before, was mighty chcarfnl, and 
fomething too o d, as I thin!( it was, in his Talk 
of how iecure he :vas, how c,lu'"ious he had been, 
and how he had never come near any fie]~ Body : 
Sa) s another Citizen a Neighbour of hi' to him, 
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one b.), D o not be too confident ... ·lr. --it is bard tu 
fi _y 'Z ho is jick and wbo is 'ZL'Cll; for , .. e _(ee :.l1J ali--Je, 
and ':i.ielt to out--..:.Hlrd /.lppparance one Hotl1·, and dead 
the ne t. '.rbat is true , fays the firfl: lan, for he 
\vas not a 1 · n pre1\.1mptuoufiy fecure, but had e[ .. 
cap'd a long while, and 1en, as I faid above, efpe .. 
cially in the City, began to be over-eaGe upon that 
Score. :That is true, tl;s he, I do not thinl· my 
felf fecure, but I bope I ba"Je not been in Compmy 
wi~-h any PerforJ tbat tbere btlS beeiJ ai:J Danger i . 
No! Says his 1 eighbour, was not JOlt at the Bull
head Ta'".:ern in Gracechurch Street "J:ith ·Ir.
t 'Je 1 igl;t before /aft : Y~ E , f ys the firfr, I was, 
but tbere 'Z •• s 110 Bod ' t/Je1e, tbat r._i; b1,.~ a Rea(on 
tot Ji. dan ue;·or's: pon \Vhich hi .~.. Teigbour faid 
no more, being unwilling to fUI·prize him; but this 
made him more inquifitive, and as his 1 T eighbour 
appear'd backward, he 'ras the more impatient, 
and in a kin of \ armth, fa_'s he aloud, wb;• h ·s 
ne+ 7ead, is he/ upon :vhich his reighbour frill 

as !ilent, but cafr up his E_, e an3 faid fomething 
to himfclf; at which the fi1 ft Citizen turned pale, 
and f1:d no more but thi , tl en I am a dead £, 
too, and \\·e 1t Home imme~.-1iate1 ·, and rent for a 
neighbouring pothcc<1ry to give h~m fomething 
prc\ enti,·c, for he h,·d not ) et found himfelf ill; 
but the Apothecary opening hi Breafr, fctch'd a 

igh, and iai no more, but thi , look 1p to Go ; and 
the an i d in a f w Hour~. 

1 Tow let any •hn 1udg from a C3.fe li ·e thi 
if it is poflible for the Regulations of ~ Iagifrrates, 
either by 1huting up the ick, or removing them, to 
Hop an Intection which fpreadsitfelf from 1lanto 

n even '·hi le they are erfecrly \veil, and in
cntinle of its A pp ·oach, nd may be fo for many 

.1 • 

it may be proper to • here ho ~ long it may 
be fuppoied, l\ en migt t aye the Seeds of thcC n

tagion 
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tagion in them, before it difcover'd it fel in this f!
~al ~anner .; and how long they might go about: 
1eemmgly VJhole, and yet be contagious to all thofe 
that came near them ? I believe the m oft experienc'd 
Phy!icians cannot an[v.rcr this Queftion direB:ly, any 
more than I can.; and fomerhing an ordinary 0~
ferver may take notice of, \vhich may pafs th~ir Ob
fervation. The opinion of PhyGcians Abroad feems 
~o be, that it 1nay lye Dormant in the Spirits, or 
m the Blood Veffels, a ve ·y conGde1 able Time; 
why elfe do they exaCt: a Qyarentine of thof~ who 
come into their Harbours, and Ports, ft on1 fuipcc
ted Places? Forty Days is, one would thini~, too 
long for Nature to ftruggle with fuch an Enemy a 
this, a:~d not conquer it, or yield to it: But I could 
not think by my own Obfervation that fhcy can b._ 
infected fo, .-JS to be contagiou3 to others, abo re 
fifteen or Gxtecn Days at hu theft; and on th~t 
fcore it was, that ' hen a Houfc \vas iliut up in the 

• City, and any one had died of the Plague, but no 
Body appear'd to be ill in the F.:lmily for fixteen or 
eighteen Days after, they 'vere not !o ftriCl, but 
that they would connive nt their going pri\'ately 
Abroad; nor \Vould Peopl~ be n1uclt .afi·,ud of thcn1 
afterward, but rather think they were fortified th 
better, havir g not been vulnerable \ hea the Ene
my 'vas in their own l{oufe; but we fometim ""S 

found it had lyen much longer conc~al'd. 
Upon the foot of all thefe Obfervation , I mu!l fay, 

that tho' Providence feem'd to direct my Conduct 
to be otherwife; yet it is my opinion, and I mufl: 
leave it a a Prefcription, (viz.) that t!Je. beft Ph 'fick 
agai if! the Plague is to run away from tt. I I~n \V 

People encourage themfelves, by h1ying, God is 
able to keep us in the midft of Danger, and nbl . 
to overtake us ,vhen we think our ielves out a .. 
Danger; and this lrcpt T'houfacds in ~he own, 
Wll fe c~rca!fes went into the great PH by Cart 
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Loads; a.nd \Ylv), if t~ey had fled ~rom t~e Dange~·, 
had, l bell eve, been Gde from the Dtfai1er; at leait 'tls 
prcbablc rl-ey had been fafc. 

And 'vere this very Fundamental on1y duly con
fider'd by the People, on any future occafion of 
this, or the like Nature, I am perfuaded it 'vould 
put them upon quite different Meafures for manag
ing the People, fi·om thofe that they took in I66f, 
or than any that have been taken Abroad that I have 
heard of; in a \V ord, they would confider of 
feperating the People into fmaller Bodies, and re
moving them in Time farther from one another, 
and not let fuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed 
chiefly dangerous, tn colleCted Bocties of People, £nd 
a Million of People in a Body together, as was 
very near the Cafe before, and \vonld certainly be 
the Cafe, 1f it {hould ever appear agaia. 

The Pb gue like a great F1re, if a fe\V Houfes 
only are cont. guous ''here it happens, can only burn 
a tc\v Houf{~s ; or if it begms in a fingle, or ~s we 
call it a loan HoGfe, can only burn that loan Houfe 
·where it begins : But if it begins in a clofe built 
1 o\vn, or C1ty, and gets a Head, there its Fury 
C11Creafes, it rages ovt:r the whole Place, and con
fumes a1l it can reach. 

I could propo!e man_r Schemes, on the foot of 
which, the G~vernment of this City, if ever they 
:fhould be under the ApprehenGons of fuch another 
E~~e y, God rorbid they ihould) might eafc them
felves of the greatei Part of the dangerous People 
that belong to them; I mean fuch as the begging, 
fl:arving, labouring Poor, and among them chiefly 
tl,ofc ~, ho in C.1fe of a Siege, are call'd the ufelefs 
l\1onths; who being then prudently, and to their 
own Advantage difpos'd o~, and the wealthy lnha
bi rants difpofing of themfelves, and of their Ser
v~mts, a 1d Chiidrcn, the City, and its ad1acent 
Parts would b': io efr,crually cvacua ed, thC1t there 

would 
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~ wou1d not be above a tenth Part of its People left 
·• together, for the Difeafe to tal~e hold upon: But 

fu1-1P:1fe tl em to be a fifth l art, and that two Hun
dred <'nd fifty Thoufrtnd People :vere lefr-, and if it 
di i feize uoon th~m, t 11ey v0uld by their living fo 
much at lar3"', be mucl1 bdter prepar'd t dcte:1 :i 
themfdves againH: the InfcB:ion, and Le lefs liable 
to the EffeCts of it, than if the fcm1c 1 utnber of 
People lived clofe together in one finallcr City, 
fuch as Dublin, or ..dmflerdam, or the like. 

I: is tru , Hundreds, yea 'Thoufimds of Fami
lies Bed a vay at this lafi: Plague, but then of them, 
many fled (OO late, and not only died in their 
Flight, but carried the Diftempcr \Vith the1n into 
the Conntrie3 \vhere they \Vent, and infected thofe 
whom they went among for Safety; wl ich confound
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propag;ltion of 
the Diftemper, wh~ch was the befl: means to pre
vent it; and this too is cln Evidence of ir~ and brings 
me back to wLtt I only hinted at before, but mufl: 
fpeak mor~ fully to here ; namely, that 11en \vent 
about apparent1y \veil, many Days aFter they had 
the taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were fo feiz'd, as that they could never 
efcape it; and that all the \vhile they did fo, they 
were dangerous to others. £ faJ, this prov~s, that 
fo it was; for fuch People infecred the very Towns 
they vent thro', as well as the Families they went 
among, and it was by that means, that almoft all 
the great To\vns in England had the ])iftemper 
among them, more or lefs s and ahvays they would 
~ell you fuch a Londoner or {uch a Londoner br~ught 
It down. 

It muft not be omitted, that wi1en I fpeak of 
thofe People who were really thus d~•mg ~rous, I fup
pofe them to be utterly ign ra1~t o_i· thctr o\vn Con
dition; for if they really kne'.v the~r~u·cumftances. to be 
fllch as indeed .they were, they muft.have been a kmd of 
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wi!Iful L11:trt/:;erers, if they would have gone Abroad 
among healtl1y People, and it would have verified 
indeed the Suggcfiion 'l"Jbicb I mentirm'd above, and 
which 1 thougbt feem'd untrue, (viz.) That the infected 
People \Yere u tterly carclds as to giving the Infec
tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not; 
and I believe it was partly from this very Thing 
that they raifed thJ.t Suggefi:ion, w hi eh I hope 
was not really true in li'acr. 

I confc[s no particular Cafe is fufficient to prove 
a ge:-nera1, but I cou'd name feventl People within 
the K.nowledge of fome of their Neighbours and 
ramilies yet living, who fhew'd the contrary to an 
extre1m. One Man, a Mafi:er of a Family in my 
Neigl1bourhood, having had the Difrcmpcr, he 
thought he h1d it given him by a poor \V orkman 
whom he employ'd, and whom he went to 1 is Houfe 
to fee, or went for fame \V ork that he w , .. ntcd to 
have finiihed, and he had fome Apprehenfions even 
,,. hile he was at the poor Workman's Door, but 
did not difcover it fully, but the next Day it di[
covcred it fclf, and he \Vas taken very ill ; upon 
'vhich he immediately caufed himfelf to be 
carried into an out Building which he had in 
his Y a'·d., and w be re there was a Chamber over 
a \Vork~houfe, the Man being a Brazier; here 
he lay, a 1d here he died, and would be tended 
by none of his Neighbours, but by a N urfe from 
Abroad, and v1ould not fuffer hili ·vvifc, or Chil
dren, or Servants, to come up into the Room left 
th~'y fuould be infet1ed, but fent them his Bleffing 
and Prayers for them by the Nurfc, who [poke it 
to tl em at a Difiance, and all this for fear of giv
ing them the Diflcmper, and \vithout which, l1e 
]~new as they we1 e kept up, they could not have 
. t. 

And here I mu£1: obferve alfo, that the Plague, as 
fcppo{c all Difrempers do, operated in a different 

Man~ 



the P LA G V 2JI 
Manner, on differing Confl:itutions; fomc were im
mediately overw helm'd with it, and it came to vio
lent Fevers, V omitings, unfufferable Head-achs, 
Pains in the Back, and fo up to Ravings and Rag
ings \Vith thofe Pains: Others with Swellings and 
Tumours in the Neck or Groyn, or Arm-pits, 
which till they could be broke, put them into in
fufferable Agonies and 'forment; while others, as I 
l1ave obferv'd, 'vere filently infc:Cted, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and they fe~.: 

' ing little of it, till they fell into f wooning, and 
faintings, and Death \vithout pain. 

I am not Phyfician enough to enter into the par
ticular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Efrects 
of one and the fame Diftemper, and of its differ
ing Operation in feveral Bodies; nor is it my BuG
nets here to record the Obfervations, \Vhich I really 
made, becaufe the Doctors themfelvcs, have done 
that part much more effectually than I can do, and 
becaure my opinion n1ay in fame things differ f1om 
theirs: I am only relating what I know, or have 
heard, or believe of the particular Cafes,and what fell 
within the Compafs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the InfeCt: ion, as it appeared in the parti
cular Cafes which I have related; but this may be 
added too, that tho' the former Sort of thofe Ca
fes, namely thofe openly vifited, were the worfl: 
for themfelves as to Pain, I mean thofe that had 
fuch Fevers, V omitings, Head-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man
ner, yet the latter had the 'vorft State of the Dif
eafe ; for in the former they frequently recover'd, 
efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death ; no cure, no help cou'd be 
poffible, nothing could follow but Death; and it 
was worfe alfo to others, becaufe as, above, it fecret
ly, and unperceiv'd by others, or by themfelves, 
communicated Death to thofe they convers'd with, 
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the penctra mg Po;ron infinuatit g it felf into their 
Blood in a Manner, 'vhich it is impoffible to de
fcribc, or inde·~d concl.ive. 

Th.Ls infeB:ing and being infeCl:ed, without fo 
n1uch as its being kno,vn to either Perfon, is evi
dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently 
happen~d at that Time ; and there is hardly any 
Body living who was in London during thr Infec
tion, but muft have known ie cral of the Cafes of 
both Sorts. 

1. Fathers and !'v1others have gone about as 
if they had been well, and have bcliev'd them
felvcs to be fo, till tlv~y have infenG.bly infeCted, 
and been the Deflrucbon of tht.ir whole Families: 
Which they would have been far fi·om doing, 
if they had the leafi: Apprehenfions of thei; be .. 
ing1unfound and dangerous t 11emfelves. A F<lmily, 
whofe Story I have beard, w~1s thus infeB:ed by the 
Father, and the Difi:emper began to appear upon 
fome of them, even bdore he tound it t,pot him
felf; b~lt fcarching n1or · narrowly, it appear'd he 
had been infeCl:ed {( n1c Time, and as loon as he 
found that his Family had been poifon'd by himfelf, 
l1e 'vent difi:raetcd, and v'ould have laid violent 
Hands upon himfelf, but was kept fi·om that by 
thofe 'vho loo! 'J to him, and in a few Days 
died. 

2. T he other l?articuLu· is, that many People hav
ing been well to the bcH: of their ownJudgment, or by 
the beff Obfervatinn \ rhich they could make of 
themfelves for fcveral Day , and only finding a De· 
cay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sto· 
machs; nay, fome whofe Appetite has been flrong, 
and ev n craving, and only a light Pain in their 
Heads; have fcnt for PhyGcians to know what 
ail'd them, and have been fourid to their great Sur
prize, at the brink of l)eath, the 'rokens upon 
them,or the Plague grown up to an i1 curableHeight. 
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It was very fad to rcflecr, how fuch a Perfon as 

this lajl menttoned above, had been a walking Defi.roy
er, perhaps fo.r a Week or Fortnight betore that; 
how he had ruiu'd thofe, that he would ha\'e haz lr
d~d his Life to fave, and had been breathmg Death up
on tLem, even perhaps in his tender Kiffing and 
Embracings of his own Children: ·y· et thus certain
ly it was, and often has been , and I cou'd give 
rnar,y particalar Cafes where it has been fo ; if then 
the Blow is thus ir.fenfibly fhicken ; if the Arro\V 
flic thus unfcen, aod cannot be ditcovercd; tow hat 
p-1r ofe are all the Schemes for fhutting up or re
monng the fick People? thofe Schemes cannot take. 
place, but upon thofe that appear to be fick, or to 
be infecred ; whereas there are among then, at the 
fame time, Thoufands of People, who feem to be 
well, but are all that \Vhile carrying Death \Vit 
them intc all Companies which they come into. 

This frequently puzzled our Phyficians, and efpe
cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew 
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound; they 
all allow·d that it u·as 1·eally Jo, that many People 
h.ld the Plague in their very Blood, ~nd preying up
on their Spirits, arid were in themfelves but walking 
putrifit Carcaffes, w hofe Breath was infeCtious, 
and tl eir S·weat Poifon; and yet were as well to 
loo!" on as ot1ier People, and e\·en knew it not them· 
fclvcs: ICy, they a~l allowed that it v1as really true 
in F:1tt, but they kne\v not how to propoie a Dif .. 
covcrv. 

!vly Friend Doer or Heath \vas of Opinion·, that 
it might be known by the finell of their Breath; 
but then, as he [aid, \vho durfl: Smell to_ that Breath 
for his Information? Since to know n, he mu!t 
draw the Stench of the Plague up into his own 
Brain, in order to diilinguifu the Sm~ll! .I have 
h~ayJ, it \Vas the opinion of other~, that It m1ght be 
d1ihnouifP .. 'd by tht Party's breathmg upon a p1ece of 

o _<ila&, 
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Glafs, where the Breath condenfing, there might 
living Creatures be ieen by a Microfcope of fi:range 
rno'ntlrous and fnghtful Sh:tpes, fuch as Dragons, 
Snakes, Serpents, and DeYils, horrible to behold: 
But this I very rnuct queftion the Truth of, and 
we had no Microfcopes at that Time, as I remem
ber, to make the Experiment with. 

J t was the opinion alfo of another learned Man, 
that the Breath of fuch a Perfon would poifon, and 
in!l:antly kill a Bird; not only a fmall Bird, but even 
a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately 
kill the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy as 
they call it; particularly that if they had laid any 
Eggs at that Time, they ·would be all rotten : But 
thofe arc Opinions which I never tound fupported 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
feen it; fo I leave them as I find them, only with 
this Retnark ; namely, that I think the Probabili· 
ties are very fi:rong for them. 

Son1c have propofed that fi1ch Perfons iliould 
breath hard upon warm \Vater, and that they would 
leave an unuiual Scum upon it, or upon feveral 
other things, efpccially fuch as are of a glutinous 
Sub fiance and are apt to receive a Scum·and fuppott it. 

But fi~om the \vhole I found, that theN ature of this 
Contagion was fuch, that it was impoffible to difcove1· 
it at all, or to prevent its fpreading fi·om one to ano
ther by any human Skill. 

Here was indeed one Difficulty, which I C0uldne
vcr throughlyget over to this time, and which there 
is but one \vay of anfwering that I know of, and it is 
this, viz. The firft Pcrfon that died of the Plague 
was in Decemb. 2oth, or thereabouts 1664, and in, 
or about Long-acre, \V hence the firfi: Perfon had the 
InfeCtion, was generally faid to be, fi·om a Parcel ofSilks 
imported from Holla!zd, and firfr opened in thatHoufe. 

But after this we heard no ~ore of any Perfondying ;)t 
of the Plague, or of the Dlitcn1pcr bein& in that 

Place 
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Place, till the 9th of February; which 'vas about 7 
Weeks after, and then one n1ore was buried out of 
the f.1me Houfe: Then it was hufu'd, and \Ve were 
perfeCtly eafy as to the publick, for a great while ; 

t for there were no more entred 1n the W celdy Bill 
to be dead of the Plague, till the 22.d of April, when 
there was 2 more buried not out of the fame Houfe 

·· but out of the fame Street ; and as near as I can re
,. member, it was out of the next Houfe to the firft: 

this was nine Weeks afunder, and after this we had 
No more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
feveral Streets and fpread every way. Now the 

, 0!:1eftion feerns to lye thus, where lay the Seeds of 
1

' the hifeClion all this while? How came it to jl op fo 
long, and not flop any longer ? Either the Di .. 
ftemper did not come immediately by Contagion 
from Body to Body, or if it did, then a Body may 
be c~pable to continue infected, without the Difeafe 

, difcovering itfelf, many Days, nay Weeks together,. 
even not a ~arentine of Days only, but Soixan
tine, not only 40 Days but 6o Days or longer. 

It's true, there was, as I obfe1 ved at firfr, and is well 
known to many yet living, a very cold V\Tinter, and a 
longFroft, which continued three Months, and this, 
the DoCtors fay, might check the Infection; but then 
the learned muft allow me to fay, that if according 

· to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on
ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have 
returned to its ufual Force and Current when it 
thaw'd, whereas the principal Recefs of this InfeCtion, 
which was from February to April, was after the 
Froft was broken, and the Weather mild and \varm. 

But there is another way of folving all this Diffi
tulty, which I think my own Remembrance of the 
thing will fupply; and that is, the FaCt is not granted, 
J1amcly that there died none in rhofe long Inter
\rals ;i'Y from the 2oth of December to the 9th of 

' ..... i f . 
ebr;tmy -and from thence to the 2.2.' o ..dprzl. 
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The W eeldy Bil1s are the only Evidence on the other 
fide, and thofe Bills were not of Credit enough, at 
leaft with me, to fupport an Hypothejis, or determine 
a ~1eftion of iuch Importance as this: For it was 
our receiv'd Opinion at that time, and I believe upon 
very good G rounds, that the Fraud lay in the Pariih 
Officers, Sea re hers, and Perfons appointed to give 
Account of the Dead, and what D1leaLs they died 
of: And as People \Vere very loth at firfi to have 
the Neighbours believe their Houfes were infrcred, 
fo they gave Money to procure, or otherwtfe pt -
cur'd the dead Per!ons to be return'd as dying of 
other Diftempers ; and this I know was p actis'd 
afterwards in many Places, I believe I mig t fay in 
all Places, \vhere the Difi:cmpcr came, as ~.ri ll be 
feen by the vail: Encreafe of the Numbers phc'd in 
the \Vecldy B ills under other Articles of Di[ afes, 
during the time of the InfcB:ion: For E.-.:ample, in 
t he Month of 'July and /luguft, when the Plague was 
coming on to its higheft Pitch; it was very ordina1y 
to have from a thoufand to nvelve hundred, 1ay to 
aln1oft fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diftem· 
pers; not that tl1e Numbers of thofe Difiempers 
;vere really encreafed to uch a Degree : But the 

great Number of Families and Houfes where reaHy 
the InfeCtion was, ofJtain'd the Favour to have their 
dead be return'd of other Difiempers to prevent the 
!butting up their Houfes. For Example, 

Dead of other Difeafes befiJes the P !ague. 

From the 18th tc the 2fth July -- 941.. 
to the Iir .dugujf- 1004 
to the 8th - 11..13 

to the 1 fth 1439 
to the 22d qp 
to the 29th I 394 

to 
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to the fth September - 1 264 
to the I 2.th - I OfG 
tothe19th 113Z. 
to the 26th 92.7 

Now it \vas not doubted, but the greatefr part 
of thefe, or a great part of them, \vere dead of the 
Plague, but the Officers were prevail'd with to return 
them as above, and the Numbers of fomc particular 
Articles of Diitem pers difcover' d is, as follows ; 

From the Ill to the 8th of Aug. to the 1 jtb. to the 22. to the 29. 

Fever 3 I 4 3 ; 3 
Spotted Fever 174 I90 

Surfeit 8) 87 

348 j8) 
166 16) 

74 99 
'I'eeth 90 I I 3 Ill 1)) 

66) 743 699 780 

From .Augttfi 19th to the ;th Sept. to the u. to the t 9· to the 2.6. 

Fever 364 33Z. 309 268 
Spotted Fever 1 f7 97 IOI 6) 

Surfeit 68 4f 49 36 
Teeth I 38 12.8 121 I I Z. 

728 602. r8o 48r 

There \V ere feveral other Articles YJ hich bare a 
Proportion o thefe, and \vhich it is cafy to perceive, 
were increafed on the fame Account, as Aged, Con
fumptions, J7omitings, Impoflhumes, Gripes, and the 
like, many of which \Verc not doubted to be infec
ted People.; but as it was of the utmoft Confequcncc 
to Families not to be known to be infeCted, if it \Vas 
poffible t0 avoid it, fo they took all th~ mearu:es 
they could to have it not bcliev'd; and tf any d cd 
in their lloufes to get thetn return'd to the Exami-

ner 
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other 
Diftempers. 

This, 1 fay, will account for the long Interval, 
which, as lbave faid, was between the dymg ofthe 
£rft Perfons that were rcturend in the Bill to be 
dead of the Plague, and the time when the Diftem· 
per fpread openly, and could not be conceal' d. 

Befides, the \V eekly Bills th~mfelves at that time 
evidently difcover this Truth ; for while there was 
no Mention of the Plague, and no Increafe, after it 
had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there 
was an Encreafe of thofe Diftempcrs \vhich bor- ' 
de red nearefi: upon it, for Example there \vere Eight, ··1 

T\velve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week, 
vhen there were none, or but very few of the Plague; 

whereas before One, Three, or Four, \V ere the ordi- . 
n1ry Weekly N urnbers of that Diftemper; likewife, 
as I obferved before, the Burials increafed Weeldy 
in that particular Pariih, and the Parifues adjacent, 
more than in any other Pariih, altho' there \Vere none 
fet down of the Plague; all which tells us, that the 
Infection \Vas handed on, and the Succeffion of the 
Dificmper really preferv'd, tho' it fcem'd to us at 
that time to be ceafed, and to come again in a man· 
ner furpriung. 

It might be alfo, that the Inf"eetion might remain 
in other parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at 
firfr it came in, and which might not be perhaps 
opr~ned, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloths of the 
.firft infe&::d Pet fon; for I cannot think, that any 
Body could be feiz'd with the Contagion in a fatal 
and mortal Degree fot nine \\T eeks together, and 
fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to 
difcover it to themfelves ; yet if it were fo, the Ar· 
gument is the ftronger in Favour of what I am fay· 
ing; namely, that the InfeCl:ion is retain'd in Bodies 
apparently w-cU,anj convcy'Jfrom them to tho[e they 

con· 
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onverfe with, while it is known to neither the one 

nor the other. 
I·· Great were the Confufions at that time upon this 
1~ very Account; and \vhen People began to be con
~~ · vinc'd that the Infecrion was receiv'd in this fur-

prifing manner from Perfons apparently \veil, they 
~· began to be exceeding iliie and jealous of every one 
, that came near them. Once in a publick Day, whe

ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in 
Aldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fud
en, one £'mcy'd ihc fi11elt an ill Smell, immediately 
fhe fancies the Plague was in tr.e Pe\v, whifpers her 
Notion or Sufpicion to the ne.·r, then rifes and 
goes out of the Pe\v, it immediately took with the 
next, and fo to them all ; and every one of them, and 
of the t\~·v or three adjoining Pews, got up and 
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what 
it was offended them or fron1 whom. 

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths \Vith 
.. one Preparation or other, fuch as the old Women 

directed, and fome perhaps as Phyficians dirccred, in 
order to prevent InfeB:ion by the Breath of others; 
infomuch that if we came to go into a Church, 
when it was any thing full of People, there would 
be fuch a !vlixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it 
Was much more !hong, tho' perhaps not fo whole
fome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's 
or Druggift's Shop; in a Word, the whole Church 
was like a fmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balfamick , and 
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs; in another Salts and 
Spirits, as every one was furniih'd for their own 
Prefervation ; yet I obfcrv'~, that after. People \Vere 
poffefs'd, as I have [aid, w1th the Behef or rather 
Affurance, of the InfeB:ion being rhus carryed on by 
Perfons apparently in Health, . the Churches and 

1cetina-Houfes were tnuch thmner of People than 0 
at 
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at other times before that they us'd to be; for tltrr.o 
is to be fa id of the People of Lo:'!don, that during 
the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churche:> ar 
lvleetings were never 'vholly fuut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the public W ortl1ip 
of-God, e .. rcept only infome Parifhes vrhen the Vio
lence of the Diilemper was more particularly in that 
Parifh at that time; and even then no longer, than 
it continued to be fo. 

Indeed nothing 'vas more ftrange, than to fe~ 
:vith what Courage the People went to the public 
Service of God, even at that time when they wtre 
afra'd to ftir out of their own Houfes upon any other
Occafion; this I mean before the time of Defpcra
tion, which I have mention'd already; this was a 
Proof l)f thr exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at 
the time of the Infection, notwithfianding the grc<~t 
N umbcrs that 'vere gone into the Country at the 
fi rfr AlarJIJ, and that fled out into the Forefls and 
\V oods w her~ they we~·e farther terrifyed with the 
extraordinary Increafe of it. For when we c· me to 

ice the Cro~c s and Throngs of People, which ap· 
peC!r'd on the Sabb.nh Days at the Churches, anJ 
e(pecially in thofe parts of the Town ·where the 
Plague was abated, or where it \Vas not yet come 
to irli Height, it was amazing. But of this I fhall 
Jpc1k again prcfently ; I return in the mean time 
to the Article of infeCting one ancthcr at fir!l ; 
hero re People came to right Notions of the Infe
ction, ~nd of infc&ing one another, People were 
only ihye of thofe that were really fick, a Nlan with 
a Cap upon his Head, or with Cloths round his N e~k, 
which tzvas tl:Je Ca_{e of thofe that had Swellings there; 
fuch was indeed fi·ightful: But when we (aw a Gentle
man drefs'd, with his R,1nd on and his Gloves in his 
Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his 1-Iair comb'd, 
of fuch we had not the Ie,lft Apprehenflons ; and 

People 
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People cohverfe a great while freely, efpecially with 
their Neighbours and Juch as they knew. But when 
the Phyficians affured us, that the Danger was as 
well from the Sound, that is the feemingly found, as the 
Sick; and that thofe People, who thought themfelves 
entirely free, were often times the m oft fatal; and that 
it came to be generally underftood, that People were 
fenfible of it, and of the reafon of it : Then I fay 
they began to be jealous of every Body, and a vaft 
Number ofPeople lock'd themfelves up, fo as not 
to come abroad into any Con1pany at all, nor fuf .. 
fer any, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com
pany, to come into their Houfes, or near them; at 
leaft not fo near them, as to be within the Reach of 
their Breath, or of any Smell from them; and when · 
they were oblig'd to converfe at a Diftance with 
Strangers, they would always have Prefervatives in 
their Mouths, and about their Cloths to repell and 
keep off the Infection. 

It muft be acknowledg'd, that when People began 
to ufe thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to 
Danger, and the InfeCtion did not break into fuch 
Houfes fo furiou£1y as it did into others before, 
and thoufands of Families were preferved, [peaking 
with due Re(erve to the Direffion of Divine Provi .. 
dence, by that Means. 

But it ~ras impoffiblc to beat any thing into the 
Heads of the Poor, they went on with the ufual Im
petuofity of their Tempers full of Outcries and 
Lamentations when taken, but madly carclefs of 
themfelves, Fool-hardy and obftinate, while they 
were well: Where they could get Employment they 
puih'd into any kind of Bufinefs, the mofi dangerous 
and the mo!l: liable to InfeCtion; and if they were 
fpoken to, their Anfwer 'vould be, I muft _truft to 
God for that; if I am taken, tbtn _I am provrded for, 
and there is an End of me, and the hke : 0 R THus, 
1f7h;', What mujl I do ? I can't jlar'Ve, 1 had as 

' Il good 
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good have the P /ague as perijh for want. I htVUe n9. Wor 
Work, what could I do ? I muft do this ()r .beg: Sup· rMlen 

pofe it was burying the dead, or attending the Sick, !llt 
or watching infeB:ed Houfes, which were all ter.. p 

rible Hazards, but their Tale was generally the fame. 
It is true N eceffity wa a very juftifiable warra~r 
table Plea, and nothing could be better ; but their 
'vay of Talk was much the fame, where the N ecef.. 
fities were not the fame: This adventurous Con
duet of the Poor was that which brought the Plague 
among them in a moft furious manner, and this 
join'd to the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when 
taken, was the reafon why they died fo by Heaps; 
for I cannot fay, I could obferve one jot of better 
Hufuandry among them, I mean the labouring Poor, 
whil~ they were well and getting Money, than 
there was before, but as lavifh, as extravagant, and 
as thoughtlefs for to Morrow as ever; fo that when 
they came to be taken fick, they were immediate~ 
ly in the utmoft Difi:refs as well for wapt, as for 
Sicknefs, as well for lad of Food, as lack of 
Health. 

This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions 
to be an Eye-witnefs of, and fometimes alfo of the 
charitable Affiftance that fome pious People daily 
gave to fuch, fen9-ing them Relief and Supplies 
bothofFood,Phxftck and other Help, as they found 
they wanted; ane1 indeed it is a Debt of ]uft1ce due 
to the Temper of the People of that Day to take 
Notice here, that not only great Sums, 'Very great 
Sums of Money were charitably fent to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen for the Affiftance and Sup
port of the poor diftemper'd People; but abundance 
of private People daily diftributed large Sums of 
Money for the1r Relief, and fent People about to 
enquire into the Condition of particular diftreffed and 
vifited Families, and relieved them ; nay fome pious 
Ladies were fo tranfported with Zeal in fo good a 

'Vork, 
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W or I<, and fo confident in the ProtecfrioQ of Pro
vjdence in Difcharge qf the great Puty of Charity 
that they went ~bout in perfon diftributing Alms t~ 
~he Poor, and even vifitiqg poor Families, tho' lick 
and infected ip their very Houfes, ~ppoioting ~ l_lrfes 
to attend thofe that wanted attenc.~tng, and orderiqg 
Apothecaries and Surgeons, the .firfi to fupply them 
with Drugs Qr Plaifters, and fuch things as they 
wanted; and the laft to .lance and ·drefs · the Swel
lings and Tumours, where luch were wantipg · gjv
ing their Bleffing to the Poor in fubftantja1 Re,I_ief 
to them, as well as hearty Prayers for tpem. · 

I will pot undert~ke to fay, as foiiJ.ed~, t~at nor:e 
of thefe charitable People were fuffered t9 fajl ql]der 
the Calamity itfelf; but this I m~y fay, ~hq.t ~ ne
ver knew any one of them that mifcarr~ed, w pjch 
I mention for the EncourageJllent of <?flJers in ~~fe 
of the like Difl:refs; and doubtlefs? if t~ey thfJ! gfrye 
to the Poor, lend to the Lord, ttnd he 7pi!! repay thr'll!; 
thofe that hazard their Lives tq give t9 !he l\>or, 
and to comfort and affift the Poor ip fuch ~ Mlf~y 
as this, may hope to be pror.ecred iQ theW or,l~. 

Nor was this Charity fo e;-ctraordinary eminent ~q
ly in a few; but, (fot· I cannot ligh!/y gt~it this Pujn{) 
the Charity of the rich as well in the 9i!Y an9 ~~~9-
urbs as from the Country, was fo great, t_h;tt i.n a 
Word, a prodigious Number of People, wh? muft 
otherwife inevitably have perifued for want as w~ll 
as Sicknefs, were fupported and fubfifted by .it· and 
tho' I could never, nor I believe any one e~fe come 

· to a full Knowledge of what was fo col}t i~~d, 
yet I do believe, that as 1 heard one fay, that was 
a critical Obferver of that Part, there .was p.ot on
ly many Thoufand Pounds contributed, b~1t many 
hundred thoufand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor 
of this difl:reffed affiictedCity; nay one Man ilfiirm'd to 
me that he could reckon up above one hundf~d thou-

R z. fand 
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fand Pounds a YVeek, which was diftributed by rbe 
Church Wardens at the feveral Parifu V eftries, 
by the Lord Mayor and the Alderme~ in the. feveral 
Wards and Prec1ncrs, and by the particular D1reCl:ion. 
of the Court and of the J uftices refpetl:ively in the parts 
where they refided; over and above the private Cha
rity diftributed by pious Hands in the manner I fpeak 
of, and this continued for many Weeks together. 

I confefs this is a very great Sum; but if it be 
true, that there was diftributed in the Pariih of 
Cripplegate only 178oo Pounds in one Week tothe 
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which 
I really believe \vas true, the other may not be im-
probable. 

It was doubtlefs to be reckon'd among the many 
fignal good Providences which attended this great 

· City, and of which there were many other worth re
cording; I fay, this was a very remarkable one, 
that it pleafed God thus to move the Hearts of the 
People in all parts of the K.ingdom, fo chearfully to 
contribute to the Relief and Support of the poor 
at London; the good Confequences of which we:fe 
felt many \Vays, and particularly in preferving the 
Lives and recovering the Health of fo many thou
fands, and keeping io many Thoufands of Families 

· from perifuing and ftarving. 
And now I am talking of the merciful Difpofition 

ofProvidence in this time of Calamity, I cannot 
but mention again, tho' I have fpoken fcveral times 

· of it already on other Account, I mean that of the 
Progreffion of the Diftemper ; how it began at one · 
end of the Town, and proceeded gradually and flow
ly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud 

· that paffesovero~r Heads, \vhich as it thickens and 
overcafts the Atr. at one End, clears up at the 
other end : So w h1!e the Plague went on raging fi·om 
Weft to Eaft, as 1t went forwards Eaft, it abat~d 

in 
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in the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the 
Town, which were not feiz'd, or who were left; 
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were)" 
fpar'd to help and affift the other; whereas had the 
Diftemper fpread it felf over the whole City and 
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has 
done fince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body 
of the People muft have been overwhelmed,and there 
would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they 
fay there did at Naples., nor would the People have 
been able to have he]p'd or affifted one another. 

For it muft be obferv'd that where the Plague was 
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very 
miferable, and the Confternation was inexpreffib]e. 
But a little before it reach'd even to that place, or 
prefently after it was gone, they were quite another 
Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that 
there was too much of that common Temper of 
Mankind to be found among us all at that time; 
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger 
is pail:: But I fhall come to fpcak of that part 
again. 

It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice 
of the State of Trade, during the time of this com
mon Calamity, and this with refpeet to Foreign 
Trade, as alfo to our Home-trade. 

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be 
faid; the trading Nations of Europe were all afi·aid 
of us, no Port of France, or Holland, or Spain, or 
Italy would admit our Ships or correfpond with us; 
indeed \ve ftood on ill Terms with the Dutch, arid 
were in a furious War with them, but tho' in 
a bad Condition to fight abroad , who had fuch 
dreadful Enemies to fl:ruggle with at Home. 

Our Merchants accordingly were a~ a full Stop, 
their Ships could go no \V here, that IS o fi1y to .no 
place abroad; thei1 ManufaCtures and Mcrchandtfc, 

R 3 · th~ 
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that is to fay; of our Growth, would not be touch'd 
abroad; they were as much afrai~ of our Goods, 
as they were of our People ; and 1ndeed they had 
reafon, for our woolen ManufaCtures are as reten
tive of_Infe&ion as human Bodies, and ifpack'dup 
by Perfons infeeted would receivethe lnfecrion, and 
be as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that 
was infecred ; and therefore when any E nglijh V effel 
arriv'd in Foreign Countries, if they diCi take the 
Goods on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to 
be opened and air'd in Places appointed fat that 
Purpofe: But from London they would not fuffer 
them to come into Port, much lefs to unlade their 
Goods upon anyTerms whatever; add this Strlctnefs 
was efpecially us'd with them in Spain and Italy, in 
~urkey and the Iflapds of the Arches indeed as they are 
call'd, as well .tho[e belonging to the 1"arks as to the 
J7enetians, they were not fo very rigid; in the firfi: 
there was no Obftrucrion at all; and four Ships; which 
vere then in the River loadirlg for Italy, that is 

for Leg horn and Naples, being denyed Produfr, as they 
call it, went on to crurkey, and ·were freely admitted 
to unlade their Cargo without any Difficulty, only 
that when they arriv'd there, fame of their Cargo 
was not fit for Sale in that Country, and other 
Parts of it being confign'd to Merchants at Leg horn, 
the Captaips of the Ships had no Right nor any Or· 
aers to difpefe of the Goods ; fo that gteat Incon· 
veniences followed to the Merchants. But this was no· 
thing but what the N eceffity of Affairs requir'd, and 
the Merchants at Leg horn and at Naples having No· 
tice given th~nJ, fent again fi·om thence to take 
~are of tile Effetl:s, which were particularly con .. 
fign'd ;o thofc Ports, and to bring back in other 
~hips fi.1ch as were improper for the Markets at 
Smyrna and S cand~roon . 

. The Inconveniences in Spain and Portugal were 
fhll greater i for they WO\lld, by no means, fu1Fer 
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our Ships, efpecially thofe from Lond()n, to come 
into any of tlieir Ports, much lefs to unlade; there 
was a Report, that one of our Ships having by 
Stealth delivered her Cargo, among which was fome 
Bales of Englijh Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuch 
like Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to 
be burnt, and punifued the Men with Death who 
were concern'd in carrying them on Shore. This I 
believe was in Part true, tho' I do not affirtn it : But i 
is not at all unlikely, feeing the Danger was real
ly very great, the InfeCtion being fo violent in Lon
drm. 

I heard likewife that the Plague was carryed into 
thofe Countries by fome of our Ships, and parti
cularly to the Port of Faro in the Kingdom of Al
garve, belonging to the King of Portugal; and that 
feveral Perfons died of it there, but it was not con
firm'd. 

On the other Hand, tho' the Spanicwds and Por
tuguefe were fo fhie of us, it is m oft certain, that the 
Plague, as has been faid, keepihg at firft much at 
that end of the Town next Weftminfter, the mer
chandifing part of the Town, fuch as the City and 
the Water-fide, was perfettly found, till at leaft the 
Beginning of July; and the Ships in the River till 
the Beginning of Auguft ; for to the 1 re of July, 
there had died but feven within the whole City, 
and but 6o within the Liberties; but one in all 
the Parifues of Stepney, Aldgate, and 11/-rhite-Chap
pel; and but two in all the eight Pari!hes of South
wark. But it was the fame thing abroad, for the 
bad News \vas gone bver the whole World, that 
the City of London was infetl:ed with the Plagt!e; 
and there was no inquiring there, how the Jnte~ .. 
tion proceeded, or at \\Thich part of the Town 1t 

was begun, or was rench'd to. . . . 
Befides, after it began ~o fpread, It mcre~fed io 

aft, and the Bills grew io h1gh, all on a itiJJen, 
. R 4 th"t 
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that it was to no purpofe to leffen the Report of it, 
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it 
better than it was, the Account which the \Veek~ 
ly Bills gave in was fufficient; and that there died 
two thoufand to three or four thoufand a Week, was 
fufficient to alarm the -whole trading part of the 
'V orld, and the following time being fo dreadful 
alfo in the very City it felf, put the whole World, 
l fay, upon their Guard againft it. 

You may be fure alfo, that the Report of thefe 
things loft nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was 
it felf very terrible, and the Diil:refs of the People 
very great, as you may obferve oy what I have faid: 
But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muft 
not be wonder'd, that our Friends abroad, as my 
Brother'sCorrefpondents in particular were told there, 
namely in Portugal and ltaly where he chiefly traded, 
that in London there died twenty thoufand in a Week; 
tha dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps; that 
the ivi jg were not fufficient to bury the dead, 
or the Sound to look after the Sick ; that all 
the J(ingdom \vas infected likewife, fo that it was 
an univerfal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in 
thofe parts of the World; and they could hardly 
believe uE", 'vhen we gave them an Account how 
thing5 really were, and ho\v there was not above 
one Tenth part of the People dead; that there was 
rooooo left that lived all the time in the Town ; 
that now the People began to walk the Streets 
again, and thofe, \vho were fled, to return, there 
was no Mifs of the ufual Throng of people in the 
Streets, except as every Family might mifs their Re~ 
htions ~nd N eighbo_urs, and the .like; I fay they could 
not believe t.hefe thmgs ; and If Enquiry were now 
to be tnadc In Naples, or in other Cities on the 
Coafi of Ita~r, they \Vould tell you that there was 
h dtcadful InfeCtion in London [o many Years ago; 

:in 
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in which, as above, there died Twenty Thoufand 
in a Week, & c. J uft as we have had it reported in 
~ondon, that there ~as a ~lague in the City of Naples, 
m the Year I6j6,tn whtch there died 2oooo People 
in a Day, of which I have had very good Satisfac
ti.on, that it was utterly falfe . 
. ~ut thefe extravagant Reports were very preju

dtctal to our Trade as well as unjuft and injurious 
in themfelves; for it was a long Time after the .. 
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re
cover it felf in thofe parts of the 'Vorld; and the 
Flemings and Dutth, but efpecially the laft, made 
very great Advantages of it, having all the Market 
to themfelves, and even buying our ManufaCtures 
in the feveral Parts of England where the Plague 
was not, and carrying them to Holland, and Flan
ders, and fi·om thence tranfporting them to Spain, 
~nd to Italy, as if they had been of their own mak
zng. 

But they were detected fometimes and punifh'd, 
that is to fay, their Goods confifcated, and Ships 1 
alfo; for if it was true, that oHr ManufaB:ures, as 
well as our People, were infeB:ed, and that it \Vas 
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the 
Smell of them ; then thofe People ran the hazard by 
that clandeftine Trade, not only of carrying the 
Contagion into their own Country, but alfo of in· 
feB:ing the Nations to whom they traded with thofe 
Goods; which, confidering how many Lives might 
be loft in Confequence of fuch an Acrion, muft be 
a Trade that no Men of Confcience could fuffer 
themfelves to be concern'd in. 

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm \Vas 
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People: But I 
doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the 
Cafe of our O\V'll Country; for either by ~mr Peo
ple of London, or by the Commerce, w ht~h made 
their conveding with all Sorts of People tn every 

County, 
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County, and of every confiderableTown, neceffary, 
I fay, by this means the Plague was firft or lail: 
fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London as 
in all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the 
trading Manufaeturing Towns, and Sea-Ports; fo 
that firft or laft, all the confiderable Places in Eng
land were v~fited more or lefs~ and the Kingdom of 
Ireland in fome Places, but not fo univerfaUy; how 
it farfd. with the ~eople in Sc~Jtland, I had no op· 
portun1ty to enqutre. 

1t is to be obferv;d, that while the Plague conti
nued fo violent in London, the out Ports1 as they are 
call'd, enjoy' cl a very great Trade, efpecially to the 
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations; 
for Example, the Towns _of Colchefter'J Yarmouth, 
and Hull, on that fide of England., exported to Hol· 
land and Hamburgh, the ManufaCtures of the adja· 
cent Counties for feveral Months after the Trade 
with London was as it were entirely fuut up; like
wife the Cities of Briftol and EJ(eter with the Port 
of Plymduth, had the like Advantage to Spain, to 
the Canaries, to Guinea, and to the Weft Jndits; 
and particularly to Ireland; bat as the Plague fpread 
it felf every way after it had been in London, to fuch 
a Degree as it was in Aagufl and September; fo all, 
ot moft of thofe Cities and Towns were infected 
firft or laft, and then Trade was as it were under a 
general Embargo, or at a full ftop, as I fhall ob
ferve farther, when I fpeak bf our home Trade. 

One thing however muft be obrerved, that as to 
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be 
fure did,fome, who were out in all Parts of the World 
a confiderable while before, ~nd fome who when they 
went out knew nothing of an InfeB:ion, or at leaft gf 
'()ne fo terrible ; theie came up the River boldly, 
and delivered their Gargoes as they \vere oblig'd to 
do,exceptjuftin the two Months of Augujlana Sep· 
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'' tember, hen the Weight of the Infection lying, 
as 1 may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft ap
pear in Bufinefs for a while : But as this continued 

'm but for a few Weeks, the Homeward bound Ships, 
efpecially fuch w hofe Cargoes ere not liable to 
fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, fuort of THE 
POOL *, or frefu Water part of the River, even 
as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them 
ran int and others lay at the Nore, and in the Hope 
below Grarvefend: So that by the Tatter end of Ofto
her, there was a very ~great Fleet of Homeward 
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not 
been known for many years. 

Two particular Trades were carried on by 'Vater· 
Carriage all the while of the Infection, and that 
with little or no Interruption, very much to the 
Advantage a.nd Comfort of the poor difirelfed Peo
ple of the City; and thofe were the coafting Trade 
for Corn, and the Newcajlle Trade for Coals. 

The firft of thefe was particularly carried on b· 
fmall V eff'e1s, fi·om the Port of Hull, and other 
Places in the Hum!Jer, by which great QEantities 
of Corn were brought in from Iorkjhire and Lbi
tolnjhire : The other part of this Corn-Trade was
from Lynn in Norfolk, from 11/e/ls, and Burnham~ 
and frotn Tarmottth, all in the fame Couhty ; anq 
the third Branch was froth the River Met/way, and 
from Milt oH, Feverjham, -Margate, and Sandwic!J~ 
and all the other little Places and Ports round the 

1 Coafi: of Kent and Effex. 
There was alfo a very good Trade frotn the Coaft 

· 9f Suffol/c with Corn, Butter and Cheefe; thefi' 
Veffels kept a confi:ant Courfe of Trade, and with
out Interruption came up to that Market kno\vn 

• That Part of the River where the Ships lye up when they 
come Home, is call'd the Pool, and takes in all the River on both 
Sides of the Water, from the Tower !0 Ct«kotJ's Point, and LmJr· 
1: ufo, -

fl:il . 
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ftill by the Name of ~ear-Key, wheretheyfupply'd 
the City plentifully Wlth Corn, when Land Carri
age began to _fail, and when the ~eople began to 
be fick of commg from many _Place~ 1n the Country: 

This alfo w~ much of 1t ow1ng to the Pru
<ience and Condu6t of the Lord Mayor, who took 
fuch care to keep the Mafters and Seamen from 
Danger, when they came up, caufing their Corn to 
be bought off at any time they wanted a Market, 
(which however was very feldom) and caufing the 
Corn-Faetors immediately to unlade and deliver the 
Velfels loaden with Corn, that they had very little 
occafion to come out of their Ships or Veifels, the 
Money being always carried on Board to them, and 
put into a Pail of Vinegar before it was car
ried. 

The fecond Trade was, that of Coals fi·om New
ca.ftle upon Tyne; without ·which the City would 

· have been greatly diftrelfed; for not in the Streets 
only~ but in private Houfes and Families, great · 
~antities of Coals were then burnt, even all the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hottefr, 
w hi eh was done by the Advice of the Phyficians ; 
fome indeed oppos'd it, and infifted that to keep 
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa
gate the Diftemper, which was a Fermentation and 
Heat already in the Blood, that it was known to 
fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in 
cold, and therefore they alledg'd that all contagious 
Difl:empers are the worfe for Heat, becaufe the Con· 
tagion was oouriihed, and gain'd Strength in hot 
Weather, ~nd was as it were propagated in Hea~. u 

Others fa1d, they granted, that Heat in the Ch
mate might propagate InfeCtion, as ft1ltry hot W ea· 
ther fills the Air with V ermine, and nourifhes innu
merable Numbers, and J(inds of venomous Creatures, 
which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even in 
our· Bod1es, by the very ftench of \vhich, Infeet~on 

may 
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may be propagated; alfo, that heat in the Air, or 
heat of Weather, as we ordinarly call it, makes Bo
dies relax and faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the 
Pores, and makes us more apt to receive Infection,. 
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious peftilen
tial Vapors, or any other Thing in the Air: But 
that the heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different 
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kinct, 
but quick and fierce, tending not to nouriib. but to 
confume, and diffipate all thofe noxious Fumes,. 
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
ftagnated, than feparated, and burnt up ; be fides it 
was alledg'd, that the fulphurous and nitrous Parti
cles, that are often found.to be in the Coal, with. 
that bituminous Subftance which burns, are all af
filling to clear and purge the Air, and render it 
wholiom and fafe to breath in, after the nocUous 
Particles as above are difpers~d and burnt up. 
, The latter Opinion prevail'd at that Time, and 
as I muft confefs I think \Vith good Reafon, and 
the Experience of the Citizens confirm'd it, many 
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept in the Rooms, 
having never been infected at all; and I muft join 
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good 
Fires kept our Rooms fweet and wholfom, and I do 
verily believe made our whole Family fo, more than 
would otherwife have been. 

But I return to the Coals as a Trade, it \Vas with 
no little difficulty that this Trade \vas kept open, 
and particularly becaufe as we were in an opea 'V ar with the Dittch, at that Time , the Dutch
Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made 
them to ftay to come in Fleets ~ogether :. But after 
fame time, the Capers were either a.fratd ~o take 
them, or their MaH:er , the States, \vere afi·atd they 
fuould, and forba~ them, left the Plague ~ould be 

' amoog 
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;tmong th~m, which made them fare the p ~· ~ eo 
ter. . ·«{, 

For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the 
Coal Ships were order'd by my Lord Mayor, not 
to come up ipto the Pool above a certClin Number 
a~ a Time, and order'd Lighters, and other Velfels, 
fuch as the W opd-mongers, that is the Wharf 
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furnifued, to go down, and 
take out the Coals as low ~s Deptford and Green· 
'Wifh, and fome farther down. 

Others d.eliver'd great Qg.antities of Coals in par· 
icular Places, where the Ships cou'd come to the 

Shoar, as al:'G.r._eenwich, B/ackwal, and other Pla
ces, in vaft Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale ; but 
were then fetch'd away, after the Ships which 
brought them were gone ; fo that the Seamen had 
no Communication with the River-Men, nor fo 
much as came near one another. 

Yet all this Caution, could not effectually pm
vent the Diftemper getting among the Colliery, 
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great 
many Seamen died of it; and that which was frill 
worfe, was, that they carcied it down to lpfwich, 
and Tarmouth, to New1ajlle upon '.l'yne, and other 
Places on _the Coaft; where, e.fpecially at Newcaftle . 
and at Sunder/(lnd, it carried off a great Number of 
People. ' 

The making fo many F-ires as above, did indeed 
confume an unufual Qyantity of Coals; and that up-

, on one or two ftops of the Ships coming up, whe· 
ther by contrary Wettther, or by the Interruption 
of Enemies, I do not remember, ~~t the Price of 
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as + 1. a 
Chalder, but it foon abated when the Ships came 
in, and as afterwards they had a fteer Paffage, the 
Price was very reafonable all the reft of that Year. 

The publiclt Fires which \vere made on thefe 
Occafions, ;1s I have calculated it, muft neceffarily 

ha Ye 
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~ have coft the City about 2.00 Chalder of oals a 

Weelt, if they had continued, which was in ... 
h1 deed a very great Qyantify; but as it was, thought 

necelfary1 nothing was fpar'd; however a~ fome of 
fhe Phyhcians cry'd them qown, they were not kept 
a· light above four or live P~y ; the Fires were .qr .. 
der'd thus. 

One at the (}r~ftom-haufi, ~ne at Billingfgate, one 
at ~een·hith, ~n<t one at he 'l'hree Cranes, one in 
./1/ack. Friers, an9 oae at th~ Gate of BrideweJ, one 
at the Corner of L,at/en/Jal Street, and Grace-cht~rch, 
one at the North, and one at the GotJth Gate of the 
Royal Exchang1, one at Gt~ild Hall, anq one at 
Bltr~ckwe/1-hal/ Gate; on a the Lord A1ayor's Door, 
in St. Helens, one at the Well Entrance in· 
to St. Paul's, .anc:l ope af the En ranee into Bow 

1 Church : I do not reillember whether there was any 
at the City Gates, but one t the Bri4ge foot there 

, was, juft l>y St. Magnu$ Church. 
I kno , fome pave qu rrelPd fince that a the 

Experiment, and faid, that there died the more 
People, becaufe of thofe Fire · but I am perfuaded 
thofe that fay fo, offer no Ev ·den~e to prove it, 
neither can I believe it on ~oy Ac;count whatever. 

It remains to give fome AccQunt of the State of 
'frade at home in England during this dreadful 
Time, and particularly as it relates to the Manufac-

, tures, and the Trade in the City : At the firft break
ing out of the InfeCtion, there was, as it is eafie to 
fuppofe, a very great fright among the People, and 
confequently a general ftop of Trade ; except in 
Provifions and Neceff'aries of Life, and even in 
thofe Things, as there wa.s a vaft Number of People 
fled, and a very great Number always fick, befides 
the Number which died, fo there could not be 

' above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con
fvmption of Provifions in the City as ufed to be. 

t 
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It pleas'd God, to fend a very plentiful Year of ·mr 

Corn and F ruit, but not of Hay or Grafs ; by .. ~ t 
which means, Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the Tni 

Plenty of Corn : Fldh. was cheap, by Reafon of Wen 
the Scarcity of Grafs; but Butter and Cheefe were 
dear for the fame Reafon, and Hay in the Market 
jufl: beyond White-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 1. per 
·Load. But that affeCted not the Poor; there was 
a moll exceffive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, fuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes; and 
they were the cheaper, becaufe of the want of Peo
ple; but this made the Poor eat them to excefs, and 
this brought them into Fluxcs, griping of the Guts, 
Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them 
into the Plague. · 

But to come to Matters of Trade ; firft, Foreign 
Exportation being ftopt, or at leaft very much in
terrupted, and rendred difficult; a general Stop 
of all thofe ManufaCtories followed of Courfe, which 
were ufually bought for Exportation; and tho' fome- r 

times Merchants Abroad were importunate for · 
Goods, yet little was fent, the Palfages being fo 
generally ftop'd, that the Englijh Ships would not 
be admitted, as is faid already, into their Port. 

This put a ftop to the ManufaCtures, that were 
for Exportation in m oft Parts of England, except in 
fome out Ports ; and even that was foon ftop'd, 
for they all h~d the Plague in their Turn : But tho' 
this was felt all over England, yet what was flill " 

· worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for Home Confump· 
tion of ManufaCtures, efpecially thofe which ufu
ally circulated thro' the Londoners Hands, was ftop'd 
at once, the Trade of the City being ftop'd. 

All K.inds of Handicrafts in the City, &c. Tradef. 
men and Mechanicks, were, as I have faid be· 
fore, out of Employ, and this occafion'd the putting 
off, and difmiffing an innumerable Number of Jour· 
ney-men, and Work-men of all. Sorts, feeing no-

thing 
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thing was done relating to fuch Trades, but what 
might. be faid to be abfolutcly nece£1ary. 

Thts caufed the Multitude of fingle People in 
London to be unprovided for; as alfo of Families, 
whofe living depended upon the Labour of the 
Heads of thofe Fatnilies; I fay, this reduced them 
to extream Mifery; and I 1nuil: confefs it is for the 
Honour of the City of Londo1~, and will be. for 
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that 
they v;rere able to fupply \Vith charitable Provifion, 
the Wants of fo many Thoufands of tho!e as after· 
wards fell fick, and \Vere di H:rdfed; fo that it may 
be fafely aver'd that no Body perifhed for '\V ant, 
at lefl: that the Magi!l:rates had any notice given 
them of. 

This Stagnation of our Manu( B:uring Trade in 
the Country, would have put the People there to 
much greater Difficulties, but that the Mafrcr
' Vorkmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttcrmofl: of 
their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at \Vork, believing that 
as foon as the Sickncfs fuould abate, they would have 
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of 
their Trade at that Time: But as none but thofe 
Mafiers that were rich could do thu , and that 
many were poor and not able, the ManufaB:uring 
Trade in England fuffer'd greatly, and the Poor 
were pinch'd all over EnglmJd by the Calamity of 
the City of London only. 

t is true, that the next Year made ~hem full 
amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City; 
fo that the City by one Calamity irnpovcrifhcd a.nd 
weaken'd the Country, and by another Calamtty 
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich'd the Country 
und made them again amends: For an infinite ~an
tity of Houfuold Stuff, \vem ing Apparel, a?d ot~er 
Things, befides 'vhole W~n·e-houfes nll d \VIth 

Merchan izc and ManufaB:unes fuch as come from 
all 
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all Parts of England, were confum'd in the Fire of 
London, the next Year after this terrible ViGtation: 
It is incredible what a Trade this made all over the 
whole K.ingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
fupply that Lofs: So that, in fuorr, all the manufaCtur
ing Hands in the Nation ·were fet on Work, and 
were little enough, for feveral Years, to fupply the 
Market and anfwer the Demands ; all Foreign Mar
kets, alfo \vere empty of our Goods, by the ftop 
which had been occafioned by the Plague, and be
fore an open Trade was allow'd again ; and the 
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join'd to 
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods ; fo that 
there never was known fuch a Trade all over Eng
land for the 1''itne, as 'vas in the firft feven Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 

It remains no\v, that I ihould fay fomething of 
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment: The 
laft Week in September, the Plague being come to 
its CriGs, its Fury began to affwage. I remember 
my Friend Doetor Heath coming to fee me the 
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio
let!ce of it \vould a!fwage in a few Days; but when 
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the highefi: of the \V hole Year, being 8 2.97 of all 
Difeafes, I upbraided him with it, and a{k'd him, 
\vhat he had made his Judgment from? His Anfwer, 
however, \vas not fo much to feek, as I thought it 
\vould have been; look you, Jays he, by theN umber 
\vhich are at this Time fick and infected, there ihould 
have been twenty Thoufand dead the bfi: Week, in
ftead of eight 'rhoufand,if the inveterate mortal Con
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago ; for then 
it ordinarily kill'd in two or three Days, now 
not under Eight or Ten; and then not above One 
in Five recovered ; \vhereas I have obft:rv'd, that 
r.c,. v not above Two in Five mifcarry; and obferve 
;.. l:om me, the next Bill will decreafe, '\nd you 

will 
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will fee many more People recover than ufed to do· 
for tho' a vaft Multitude are now every where in: 
fe~ed, and as 1nany every Day fall Gck; yet there 
wtll not fo many die as there did, for the Maligni
ty of the Diftemper is abated; adding, that he be
gan now to hope, nay more than hope, that the 
lnfetl:ion had pafs•d its CriGs,and was going off; and 
acc~rdingly fo it. was, for the next W eck being, as 
I fatd, the lafl: tn September, the Bill decreafed al• 
mofl: two Thoufand. 

~t is true, the Plague v.ras fiill at a frightful 
He1ght, and the next Bill \vas no lefs than 6460, and 
the next to that f72.0; but fl:ill my Friend's Obfer
vation \vas juft, and it did appear the People did re
cover fafter, and 1nore in N un1ber, than they ufed 
to do; and indeed if it had not been fo, what had been 
the Condition of the City of Londott? for accord
ing to my Friend there were not fewer than fixty 
Thou£:1.ndPeople at that Time infeB:ed, \.vhereof, as 
above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered; \V here
as had it been as it was before, Fifty thoul~tnd of 
that Number would very probably have died, if 
not more, and roooo more \Vould have fickned; for 
in a Word, the ;x,rhole l\1afs of People began to 
ficken, and it look'd as if none 'vould cfc.,lpe. 

But this Remark of n1y Friend's appear'd more 
evident in a fe\v \Veeks more; for the Decreafe 
went on, and another Week in Oflober it decreas'd 
I 849. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but 266;, and the next Week it decreafed 
141 3 1nore, and yet it was feen plainly, that there 
was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more 
than ordinary, and abundance fell tick every Day, 
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difcafe abated. 

Such is the precipitant Difpofition of our Peo-
ple \vhether it is fo or not all over the World, 

' fi . that'"' none of my particular Bu 1nefs to enqutre; 
but I G1.w it apparently here, that as upon the .firft 
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of Death \vas very great, even to the I aft; alfo the 
unfufferable Torment of the S\vellings, which tho~ 
it might not make People raving and diftracted, as 
they \vere before, and as I have given feveral In
fiances of already, yet they put the Patient to in
expreffible Torture; and thofe that fell into it, tho~ 
they did efcape \Vith Life, yet they made bitter Com
plaints of thofe, that had told them there was no Dan
ger,andfadly repented their Rafbnefs and Folly in ven-
turing to run into the reach of it. -

Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People 
end here, for a great many that thus caft off their 
Cautions fuffered more deeply ftill; and tho' many 
efcap'd, yetjmany died; and at lea!l: it had this pub· 
lick Mifchief attending it, that it made the De· 
creafe of Burials flower than it \vould otherwife 
have been; for as this Notion run like Lightning 
thro' the City, and People Heads \Vere polfefs'd 
with it, even as foon as the :firft great Decreafe in 
the Bills appear'd, \VC found, that the two next 
Bills did not decreafe in Proportion; the Reafon I 
take to be the Peoples running fo rafhly into Dan
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care, 
and all the Shynefs \vhich they ufed to prach{e; de
pending that the Sicknefs \vould not reach them, 
or that if it did, they ihould not die. 

The Phyficians oppos'd this thoughtlefs Hu
mour of the People with all their Might, and gave 
out printed DireCtions, fpreading them all over the 
City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue 
referv'd,and to ufe frill the utmoft Caution in their or
dinary Conducr, notwithfi:anding the Decreafe of ~he 
Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of bnng 
ing a Relapfe upon the \vhole City, and telling them 
hOw fuc;h a Relapfe might be more fatal and dan· 
gerous than the \vhole Vifttation that had been 
already; ,~ith many Arguments and Reafons .to ex
plain and prove that part to them, and \Vh1ch arc 
too long to repeat here. 

S 3 But 
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But it was all to no Purpofc, the audacious Crea .. 

tures were fo p0ifefs'd with the firft Joy, and fo 
furpriz'd with the Satisf:1.ction of feeing a vafi De
creafe in the weekly Bills, that they \Vere impene
trable by any new Terrors, and would not be per
fuaded, but that the Bitternefs of Death was pafs'd; 
and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them, 
than to an Ea!l:-wind; but they open'd Shops, went 
about Streets, did Bu£inefs, and converfed with any 
Body that came in their Way to converfe with, 
\vhether \Vith Bufinefs, or \vithout, neither inqui
ring of their Health, or fo much_as being Apprehen .. 
five of any Danger from them, tho' they knew 
them not to be found. 

This imprudent rafh ConduCt: coft a gre1t many 
their Lives, who had \Vith great Care and Caution 
ihut themfelves up, and kept retir'd a<> it were from 
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God's 
Providence, been preferv'd thro' all the heat of that 
InfeB:ion. 

This rafh and foolifh Condu&, I fay, of the People 
\vent fo far, that the Miniil:ers took notice to them 
of it at laft, and laid before them both the Folly 
and Danger of it; and this check'd it a little, fo 
that they grew more cautious, but it had another 
Effecr, \vhich they cou'd not check; for as the firft 
Rmnour had fpread not over the City only, but in
to the Country, it had the like EffeCt, and the Peo
ple were fo tir'd with being fo long from London, 
and fo eager to come back, that they :flock'd to 
To\vn without Fear or Forecafr, and began to ihew 
themfelves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was 
over: It was indeed fi.1rpri!ing to fee it, for tho' there 
died f!:ill from a Thoufand to eighteen Hundred a 
'V eek, yet the People flock' cl to To\vnl as if all 
had been well. 

rfhe Confequence of this was, that the Bills en· 
~reas'd again Foqr Hundred the very firft Week ill 
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November; and if I might believe the Phyficians, 
there \Vas above three Th.oufand fell fick that 
Week, tnoft of them new Corners too. 

One'"] 0 H N C 0 C K, a Barber in St. Martins le 
Grand, was an eminent Example of this; I mean 
of the hafty Return of the People, when the 
Plague was abated: This John Cock had left the 
Town with his whole Family, and lock'd up hii 
Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as many 
others did, and ·finding the Plague fo dec!'eas' d in 
November, that there died but 90f per Week of 
all Difeafes, he ventur'd home again; he had in his 
Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servant; he had not been return'd to his Houfe 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 
carry on his Trade, but the Diften1per broke out 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 
died, except one, that is to fay, himfelf, his Wife, 
all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and 
only the Maid remain'd alive . 

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reil: than 
had Reafon to expeCt; for the Malignity, as I have 
faid, of the Diftemper was fpent, the Contagion 
was exhaufted, and alfo the Winter 'V eather came 
on apace, and the Air ·was clear and cold, with 
fome fuarp Frofts ; and this encreafing frill, m oft of 
thofe that had fallen fick. recover'd, and the Health 
of the City began to return: There were indeed fome 
Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month of 
December, and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred, 
but it went off again and fo in a ihort while, 
Things began to retqrn to their own Chann~l. And 
wonderful it was to fee how populous the Ctty wa~ 
again all on a fudden ; fo that a S~ranger could not 
mifs theN umbers that were loft,netther was there any 
m ifs of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings: Fe\"1 
or no empty Houfes were to l?e feen, . or 1f there 
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were fome, there \Vas no \Vant of Tenants fot 
them. 

I \vifu I cou'd fay, that as the City had a new 
Face, fo the Manners of the People had a ne\v Ap
pearance : I doubt not but_ thcr~ wer~ many that 
retain'd a fincere Senfe ot thetr Dehverance, and 
that were heartily thankful to that fovereign Hand, 
that had protected them in fo dangerous a Time ; it 
would be very uncharitablee to judge otherwifc in 
a City fo populous, and where the People were fo 
devout, as they were here in the Time of the Vifi
tation it felf; but except what of this was to be 
found in particular Families, and Faces, it muft be 
acknow ledg'd that the general Practice of the Peo
ple \vas juit as it was be tore, and very little Difference 
was to be feen. 

Some indeed faid Things were worfe, that the 
Morals of the Peop1e dcclin'd from this vere time; 
that the People harden'd by the Danger they had 
been in, like Sea-men after a Storm is over, were 
more \vicked and tnore ftupid, more bold and 
l1ardened in their Vices and hnmoralities than they 
were before ; but I will not carry it fo far neither · 
It \Vould take up a l-Jiftory of no fmall Length, 
to give a Particular of all the Gradations, by which ~e ir 
the Courfe of Things in this City came to be re.. iliei 
fi:or'd again, and to run in their own Channel as ·~ fi

1 they did before. ·~cr, 
Some Parts of England were now infetl:ed as violent.. Pati 

ly as London had been; the Cities of Norwich, Peter- · ~:cov 
borough, Lincoln, Colchejler, and other Places were !~[te 
now vifitcd; and the Magiftrates ~f London began tofet ~ve 
Rules for om Conduct, as to correfiponding with t 

· ·du thofe Cities: £ 1s true, we could not pretend to 1~ 
forbid their l eople coming to Loudon, becaufe it l~~ph 
was impoBible to know them aff4nder, fo after many of 
Confultations, the Lord Mayor, and Court of AI- . · . l 
(jermen wc.re t>bli~'d to drop it; All tjley cou'd do, ~ 

- was 
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. ~~s ~o war? and caution the People, not to enter
ram m thetr Houfes, or converfe \Vith any People 
who they knew came from fuch infected Places. 

But they might as well have talk'd to the Air, 
for the People of London thought themfelves fo 
Plague-free no,v, that they were paft all Admoniti
ons; they feem'd to depend upon it, that the Air 

t;l was reftor'd, and that the Air was like a Man that 
{e had had the Small Pox,not capable of1being infected 

again; this reviv'd that Notion, that the Infection 
was all in the Air, that there was no filch thing as 
Contagion from the fick People to the Sound; and 
fo ftrongly did this \V himfy prevail among Peo
ple, that they run aU together promifcuoufly, ficlc 
and well; not the Mahometans, who, prepoifefs'd 
with the Principle of Predeftination value nothing 

~ of Contagion, let it be in \Vhat it will, could be 
more obftinatc than the People of London ; they 
that were perfectly found, and came out of the 

~ wholefome Air, as \Ve call it, into the City, made 
· nothing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham

bers nay even into the fame Beds, with thofe that 
had the Diftemper upon them, and were not reco
vered. 

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldncfs 
with the Price of their Lives; an infinite Num-

1 her fell fick, and the Phyficians had more Work 
than ever, only with this Difference, that more of 
their Patients recovered; that is to fay, they gene .. 
rally recovered, hut certainly there were more Peo
ple infeCted, and fell fick now, when there did not 
die above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a 
Week, than there was when there died Five or 
Six Thoufand a Week; fo entirely negligent were 
the People at that Time, in the great and d~ngerous 
Cafe of Health and Infection ; and fo Ill were 
they ~le to take or accept o~ the Advice of 
thofc who cautioned them for the1r Good. 
· · - · The 
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The People being thus return'd, as it were in ge

neral, it \vas very H:range to find, that in their in· 
quiring after their Friends, fome whole Families 
were fo entirely fwept away, that there was no Re· 
n1embrance of them left; neither was any Body to 
be found to poifefs or fuew any Title to that little 
they had left; for in fuch Cafes, what was to be 
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn'd fame 
gone one way, f<)me another. . 

It was (1.id fuch abandon'd Effecrs,came to theKing 
as the univerfal Heir,upon which we \vere told, and I 
fuppo{e it was in part true, that the King granted all 
fuch as Deodands to the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen of London, to be applied to the ufc of the 
Poor, of whon1 there were very many: For it is to 
be obferv'd, that tho' the Occafions of Relief, and 
the ObjeB:s of D.ifi:refs were very many more in the 
Time of the Vwlence of the Plague, than now . 
after all \vas over; yet the Difi:refs of the Poor was 
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe 
an the Sluces of general Charity \Vere now fuut ; 
People fuppos'd the main Occafion to be over, and 
io ftop'd their Hands; whereas particular Objecrs 
\vere frill very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe 
that \vere Poor, was very great indeed. 

Tho' the Health of the City was now very much 
reftor'd, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ftir, 
neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their 
Ports for a great while; as for the Dutch, the Mif· 
underftandings between our Court and them had bro· 
{en out into a War the Year before; fa that our 
Trade that way was wholly interrupted; but Spain ~J 
and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as alfo Hamburgh, 
and all the Ports in the Baltick, thefe were all thy 
of us a great while, and would not reftore Trade with 
us for many Months. 4! 

The Di!temper [weeping a\vay fuch Multitudes, 
s I have ebfcrv'd, many, if not all the out Pariihes + were 
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~~ were oblig'd to make .new burying Grounds, be-
t·· fides that I have ment1on'd in Bun!Jil-Fields, fome 

of which were continued, and remain in Ufe to 
this Day; but others ·were left off, and 'vhich, I 
confefs, I mention with fome RefleCtion, being 
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards, 
the dead Bodies were difiurb'd, abus'd, dug up 
again, fome even before the Fleib of them was pe
riihed frotn the Bones, and remov'd like Dung or 
Rubbifu to other Places; fome of thofe which came 
within the Reach of 1ny Obfervation, are as fol
low. 

1. A piece of Ground beyond Gofwel Street, 
near Mount-Mill, being fome of the Rernains of 
the old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where 
Abundance were buried promifcuoufly fi·om the Pa
riihes of Alderfgate, Clerkenwell, and even out of 
the City. This Ground, as I take it, was fince 
made a Phyfick Garden, and after that. .has been 
built upon. 

2. A piece of Ground jufi: over the Black Ditch, 
as it was then call'd, at the end of Holloway Lane, 
in Shoreditch Parifh; it has been fince made a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but 
is quite out of Uf"e as a burying Ground. 

- 3. The upper End of Hand-Alley in Bijhopfgate 
Street, which was then a green Field, and was ta
ken in particularly for Bijhopfgate Pariih, tho' many 
of the Carts out of the City brought their dead 
thither alfo, particularly out of the Pariih of St. AJ/ .. 
hallows on the Wall ; thts Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret, it was., as I remember, about 
two or three Year after the Plaaue ' as ceas'd hat 
~ir Robert Clayton came to be poifeil of th ~. Gr~Ut}d; 
It was reported, how true I kno\v not., t <4t It tell 
to the l(ing for \Vant of Heirs, all tho e \vho 1 ad 
any Right to it being carried off ?~ t e Pei~ileE~~' 
nd that Sir Robert Clavton obtain d a Gnm o+- tt 

· .. from 
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from J(ing Charles II. But however he came by 
it, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build 
on, or built upon by his Order ; The firft Houfe 
built upon it was a large fair Hcufe flill ftanding, 
which faces the Street, or 'V ay, now call'd l fc nd
Alley, which, tho' call'd an Alley, is as \vide sa :ema 
Street : The Houfes in the fame Row with tnat :n,: 
Houfe N orth\vard, . are built on the very fame f!ere 
Ground where the poor People \VCre buried, and 
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Foun· r 
dations,were dug up, fome of them remaining fo 
plain to be fcen, that the W omens Sculls were di- • 
il:inguifu'd by their long Hair, and of others, the 
Fleih \Vas not quite perilhed; fo that the People be
gan to exclaitn loudly againft it, and fome fi1ggefted : 
that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi· 
on : After which the Bones and Bodies, as fafr as 
they came at them, were carried to another part of 
the fame Ground, and thrown all together into a 
deep Pit, dug on purpofe, which now is to be 
known, in that it is not built on, but is a Paffage 
to another Houfe, at the upper end of Rofe Alley, 
juft againft the Door of a Meeting-houfe,which has m 
been built there many Years fince; and the Ground 
is palifadoed off from the refi: of the Paffage, in a 
little fquare, there lye the Bones and Remains of 
near Two thoufand Bodies, carried by the Dead· 
Carts to to their Grave in that one Year. 

4· BefiJes this, there \Vas a piece of Ground in 
J.11oorftelds, by the going into the Street which is 
now call'd Old Betblem, which was enlarg'd much, 
tho' not wholly taken in on the fame occa!ion. 

N. B. The Author of this Journal, lyes buried 
in that very Ground, being at his O\Vn Defire, his 
Sifter having been buried there a few Years be
fore. 

f. Stepney Pariili, extending it felf from the Eaft 
part of London to the North, even to the very 

Edge 
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Edge of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of 
Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to th~ 
faid Church-yard; and which for that very Reafon was 
left open, and is fince, I fuppofe, taken into the fame 
Church-yard; and they had alfo two other burying 
Places in Spittlefie/ds, one where fince a Chapel or 
Tabernacle has been built for eafe to this great 
Pari!h, and another in Petticoat-lane. 

There were no lefs than Five other Grounds 
made ufe of for the Pariih of Stepney at that time i 
one where now ftands the Pariih Church of St. 
Paul's Shadwel, and the other, where no\v ftands 
the Pariih Church of St. Jobn at Wapping, both 
which had not the Names of Pariihes at that time, 
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh. 

I cou'd name many more, but thefe coming 
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftance 
I thought made it of Ufe to record them; from 
the :vhole, it may be obferv'd, that they were ob
lig'd in this Time of Diftrefs, to take in new bury
ing Grounds in moft of the out Parifhes, for lay
ing the prodigious Numbers of People which died 
in fo fuort a Space ofTime; but \vhy Care was not 
taken to keep thofe Places feparate from ordinary 
Ufes, that fo the Bodies might reft undifturb'd, 
that I cannot anfwer for, and muft confefs, I think it: 
;vas wrong; who were to blame, I know not. 

I fuould have mention'd, that the Qyakers had 
at that time alfo a burying Ground, fet a-part to 
their Ufe, and which they frill make ufe of, and . 
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their 
Dead from their 1-Ioufes; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle, who, as I mentioned before, had predietcd the 
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro' the 
Streets, telling the People, that it \Vas corn~ upon 
them, to puniili them for their Sins, had h1s own 
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague, 

and 
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and '\Vas carried one of the firft in the Ol1akers 
dead Ca·rt, to their new burying Ground. 

I tnight h~ve throng'd this Account with many 
more remarkable Things, which occur'din the Time ~~ti 
of the InfeB:ion, and particularly what pafs'd be- te:tfi 

tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, \vhich was nad 
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from 
time to time receiv'd frotn the Government for 
their Conducr on this critical Occafion. But really 
the Court concern'd themfelves fo little, and that ~ad 
little they did 'vas of fo fmall Import, that I ao · 'J n 

not fee it of much Mon1ent to mention any Part t Bu 

of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly 
Faft in the City, and the fending the Royal Chari
ty to the Relief of the Poor, both which I have 
incntion'd before. 

Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe Phyfi
cjans who left their Patients during the Sicknefs, 
and no\v they catne to Town again, no Body car'd 
to employ them ; they were call'd Deferters, and 
t1-equently Bills 'vere fct up upon their Doors, and 
;vrittcn, 1-!ere is a DoCtor to be let I So that feveral 

of thoie Phyficians were fain for a while to fit frill 
and look about them, er at lcaft remove their Dwel
lings, and fet up in ne'v Places, and among new ·'ing 
Acquaintance; the like \vas the Cafe with the Clergy, ooin~ 
\vho the People \vere indeed very abufive to, writ- ~nth( 
ing V erfes and ftandalous Reflecrions upon them, ~ M 
fetting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to · ccter 
be let, or fomctin1es to be fold, which was worfe. · e1r l 

It was not the leaft of our Misfortunes,that with fort 
our I nfecrion, when it ceafed, there did not ceafe the 
Spirit of Strife and Contention, Slander and Reproach, 
which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's 
Peace before: It was ,faid to be the Remains of the 
old Animofities, which had fo lately irtvolv'd us all · 
in Blood and Diforder. But as the late AB: of In
demnity had laid aileep the ~1arrel it iClf, fo the 

Govern-: 
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{ Government had recommended Family and Perfo- • 

nal Peace upon all Occafions, to the whole a-
tn tion. 
n: ~ But it cou'd not be obtain'd, and particularly after 
~~ the ceafing of the Plague in London, when ~ny one 
.K: that had feen the Condition which the People had 
at : been in, and how they carefs'd one another at that 
!(i time, pron1is'd to have more Charity for the future, 
~: and to raife no more Reproaches: 1 fay, any one 
uJ· that had feen them then, \vould have thought they 

.. r • would have come together with another Spirit at 
laft. But, I fay, it cou'd not be obtain'd; the Q.Ia
rel remain'd, the Church and the Prefbyterians 
were incompatible; as foon as the Plague was re
mov'd, the diffenting outcd Minifters who had 
fupplied the Pulpits, w hi eh \vere deferred by the 
Incumbents, retir'd, they cou'd expeCt: no other ; 
but that they fhould immediately fall upmn them, 
and harrafs them, ·with their penal Laws, accept 
their preaching w bile they were fick, and perfecute 
them as {( on as they \V ere recover'd again, this even 
we that were of the Church thought was very 
hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it. 

But it was the Government, and \ve cou'd fay 
nothing to hinder it; we cou'd only fay, it was not 
our doing, and we could not anf wer for it. 

On the other Hand, the Diffenters reproaching 
thofe Minifters of the Church with going away, 
and deferting their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and \vhen they had moft need of 
Comfort and the like, this \Ve cou'd by no means 
approve; for all Men have not the fame Faith, and 
the fame Courage, and the Scripture commands us 
to judge the moft favourably, and according to Cha-
~y. . 

A Plague is a formidable Ene~y, and 1s ~rm'd 
with Terrors, that every Man 1s not fuffic1ently 
fortified to refift, or prepar'd to ftand the S~od .. 

agamft: 
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againft: It is very certain, that a great many 
of the Clergy, who were in Circumftances to do it, 
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives; 
but 'tis true alfo, that a great many of them ftaid, 
and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the 
Difcharge of their Duty. • 

It is true, fome of the Diffenting .turn'd outMi
nifters ftaid, and their Courage is to be commend .. 
ed, and highly valued, but thefe were not abun
dance ; it cannot be faid that they all fl:aid, and · 8 · 
that none retir'd into the Country, any more than • r 
it can oe faid of the Church Clergy, that they all 
went away; neither did all thofe that went away, 
go without fubfl:ituting Curates, and others in their :n 

Places, to do the Offices needful, and to vifit the 
Sick, as far as it was praB:icable; fo that upon the 
whole, an Allo\vance of Charity might have been 
made on both Sides, and we ihould have confider'd, 
thatfuch a timcas this ofi66f,isnottobeparallel'd 
in Hiitory, and that it is not the fl:outefi: Courage 
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes; I had 
not faid this, but had rather chofen to record 
the Cow age and religious Zeal of thofe of both 
Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of 
the poor People in their Diftrefs, ,vithout remem
bring that any fail'd in their Duty on either fide. 
But the \Vant of Temper among us, has made 
the contrary to this nece!Etry ; fame that £laid, not 
only boaiting too much of themfelves, but revil-
ing thofe that fled, branding them :with Cowardice, 

1
m 

delcrting their Flocks, and aB:ing the Part of the ~ai 
Hirleing, and the like : I recommend it to the Cha· ;ered 
rity of all good People to look back, and refleCt duly ~fici 
upon the' Terrors of the Time; and whoever does Utmi

1 fo \vill fee, th~t i~ is not an ordinary Strength that ~bel 
cou'd fupport It, It was not like appearing in the ·~of 
Head of an Army, or charging a Body of Horfe lnfe 

. in the Field; but it :was charging Death it felf 
on 
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on his pale Horfe; to flay was indeed to die, and it 
could be efieemed nothing lefs, efpecially as things 
appear'd at the latter End of ..duguft, ~nd the Be .. 
ginning of Septemb1r, and as there was reafon t<> 
expeCt: them at that time; for no Man expeCted, 
and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftcmpe~ would 
take fo fudden a Turn as it did, and fall imme .. 
diately 2.ooo in a Week, when there was fuch a 
prodigious Number of People fick at that 'fime, . 
as it was known there was ; and then it was that 
many fhifted away, that had ftay'd moft of the t1me 
before. 

Befides, if God gave Strength to fame more than 
to others, was it to boaft of their Ability to abide· 
the Stroak, and upbraid thofe that had not the fame 
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to have 
been humble and thankful, if they were render'd 
more ufeful than their Brethren ? 

I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of. 
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyficians, Su-r .. 
geons, Apothecaries, Magiftrates and Officers of 
every kind,as alfo all ufeful People, who ventur'd their 
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cer 
tainly all fuch as. ftay'd did to the laft Degree, 
and feveral of all thefe Kinds did not only ventur 
but lofe their Lives on that fad Occafion. 

I was once making a Lift of all fuch, I mean of 
all thofe Profeflions and Employments, who thus· 
died, as I call it, in the way of their Duty, but it-
Was impoffible for a private Man to come at4 a 
Certainty in the Partictilats ; I only remember, tliat 
there died fixteen Clergy-men, two Aldermen, five 
Phyficians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and 
Liberties before the beginning of September : But 
this being, as I faid before, the great Crifis and Extre• 
mity of thelnfeaion, it can be no eo m pleat Lift: As 
to inferior People, I think there di d fix and forty 

T Con~ 
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Confi:ables and Headboroughs in the two Parifues of 
Stepney and White-Chapel) but I could not carry 
my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of the Di
ftemper in September came upon us, it drove us out 
of all Meafures : Men did then no more d · e by Tale 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call them feven or eight 'rhoufand, or 
what they pleas'd; 'tis certain they died by Heaps, 
2nd were buried by Heaps, that is to fay without Ac ... 
count ; and if I might believe fome People~ who 
were more abroad and more converfant with thofe 
things than I, tho' I was public enough for one 
that had no more Bufinefs to do than I had, I fay, 
if I may believe them, there was not many lefs bu· 
ried thofe firft three Weeks ir September than 20000 

per Week ; however the others aver the Truth of 
it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the public Account; 
feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to 
make good all that I have faid of the Terror of thofe 
Times; and it is much to the SatisfaCtion of me 
that write, as well as thofc that read, to be able to 
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation, 
and rather within Compafs than beyond it. 

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifh, when 
we were recover' d, our ConduCl: had been more 
~iftinguilh'd for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem
brance of the paft Calamity, and .not fo much ·a 
valuing our felves upon our Boldnefs in ftayi:ng, as 
if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand 
of God, or that thofe, who fray, do not fometimes 
o\ve their Courage to their Ignorance,. and defpifing 
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind 
of Defperation, and not a true Courage. 

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil 
Offic~s, fuch as Conftables, Headboroughs, Lord 
Mayor's, and Sheriff's-men, as alfo Pari!h-Officers, 
;vhofe Bufinefs it was to take Charge of the Poor, 

did 
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did their Duties in general with as much Coqrage 
as any, and perhaps with more, becaufe their Work 
was attended with more Hazards, and lay more 
among the Poor, who \vere more fubject to be in
fected and in the moft pitiful Plight when they wete 
taken with the InfeB:ion: But then it muft be; ad
ded too, that a great Number of them died, indeed it 
was fcarce poffible it fhould be otherwife. 

I have not faid one Word here about the Phyfick 
or Preparations that we ordinarily made ufe of on this 
terrible Occafion, I mean we that went frequently 
abroad up and down Street, as I did; much of this 
was talk'd of in the Books and Bills of our ~ack 
Doctors, of whom I have faid enough already. 
It may however be added, that the College of Phy
ficians were daily publifhing feveral Preparations; 
which they had confider'd of in the Procefs of thei~ 
Practice, and which being to be had in Print, I 
avoid repeating them for that reafon. 

One thing I could not help obferving, what be
fell one of the ~acks, who publifu'd that he had a 
m oft excellent Prefervative againft the Plague, which 
whoever kept about them, ihould never be in
fected, or liable to Infection ; this Man, who we 
tpay reafonably fuppofe, did not go abroad without 
fome of this excellent Prefervative in his Pocket, yet 
was taken by the Diftemper, and carry'd off in two 
or three Days 

I am not of the Number of the Phyfic-Haters, 
or Phyfic-Defpifets; on the contrary, I have often 
mentioned the regard I had to the Dicrates of my 
particular Friend Dr. Heath ; but yet .l muft ac
knowledge, I made ufe of little or nothing, except 
as I have obferv'd, to keep a Preparat~on of ftr~ng 
Scent to have ready, in cafe I met With . any th!ng 
<>f offenfive Smells, or went too near any burytng 
place, or dead Body. 

T z,; Neither 
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Neither did I do, what I know fome did, keep 

the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and revel 

Wine, and fuch things, and which, as I obferv'd, one upor 
learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that tne l 
he could not leave them off when the lnfeCl:ion was Pow~ 
quite gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Life .~s 
after. Tow 

I remembet, my Friend the DoB:or us'd to fay, ~ave 
that there was a certain Set of Drugs andPreparations, fort\ 
which were all certainly good and ufeful in the cafe ~eard 
of an InfeB:ion; out ofwhich,or with which, Phy· tney 

{icians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines, alKI 

as the Riagers of Bells make feveral Hundred diffe- Yen 
rent Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Or· Into 
der of Sound but in fix Bells; and that all thefePrepara· 1uttl 
tions fhall be really very good; therefore, faid he, I do t~at 
not wonder that fo vaft a Throng of Medicines is of· Beer 

:ffer'd in theprefent Calamity ; and almoft every Phyfi~ of m 

cian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his fwep 

Judgment or Experience guides him : but, fays ~ed · 
my Friend, let all the Prefcriptions of all the Phy- upon 

ficians in London be examined; and it will be found, ofth 
th~t they are all compounded of the fame things, T 
with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy 
of the Doetor leads him to ;. fo that, fays he, every 
Man judging a little of his own Conilitution and 
manne of his living, and Circumftances of 
his being infected, may dire& his own Medicines 
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations : 
Only that, fays he, fome recommend one thing as 
n1oft fovereign, and feme another; feme, fays he, 
think that Pill. Ruff. which is call'd itfelf the Anti· 
peftilential Pill, .is the beft Preparation that can be 
made; others thmk, that Yenice Treacle is fufficient 
of it felf to refifr the Contagion, and I, fays he, 
think as both thefe think, 'Viz. that the lafl: is good 
to take beforehand to prevent it', and the laft, if. 
ouch'd to expel it4" According tdthis Opinion. I 

1 fevera~ 



the' P L A G U E. 17'7 
feveral times took J7enice ~reacle and a found Sweat 

lt upon it, and thought my felf as well fortified againft 
b the Infecrion as any one could be fortifyed by the 

Power of Phy.Gc. 
As for Qyackery and Mountebank, of which the 

Town was fo full, I liftened to none of them, and 
have obferv'd often .Gnce with fome Wonder, that 
for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely f.aw or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all fwe t ·1.way in the Infetl:ion to a !v1an, 
ymd were for calli 1g it a particu1ar Mark of God's 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Deftruction, merely for the Lucre of 
a little Money they got by them ; but I cannot go 
that Length neither; that Abundance of them died 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach 
of my own Knowledge; but that all of them were 
fwept off I much queftion ; I believe rather, they 
fled into the Country, and tryed their PraCl:ices 
upon the People there, who were in Apprehenfion 
of the lnfetl:ion, before it came among them. 

This however is certain, not a Man of the1n ap
pear' cl for a great while in or about London ; there 
were indee.d feveral Doetors, who publi£hed Bills, re
commending their feveral phyfical Preparations for 
cleanfing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague, 
and needft~l, as they faid, for fuch People to take, 
who had been vitited and had been cur'd; whereas 
I muft own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the moft eminent Phyficians at that time, that the 
Plague was itfelf a fufficient Purge; and that 
thofe who efcaped t~e Infetl:ion needed ~o Phyfic 
to cleanfe their Bodtes of any other thtngs ; the 
running Sores, the Tumors, &c. which werebrok<t 
and kept open by the Directions of the Phyficians, 
havina fufficiently cleanfed them; and that all 
other 

5
Diftempers and Caufes of Diftempers were 

effectually carried off that Way; and as the Phy-
. T J -flcians 
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they 
came, the ~1acks got little Bufinefs. 

There were indeed feverallittlc Hurries, which 
happen'd after the Decreafe of the Plague, and 
~hich whe~her they were contriv'd to fright and 
diforder the People, as fame imagin'd, I cannot 
fay, but fometimcs we were told the Plague would 
return by (uch a Time; and the famous Solomon 
Eagle the naked Q!:,1aker, ~ have mention'd, pro
phefy'd evil Tidings every Day; and feveral others 
telling us that Londrm had not bee~ fufficiently 
fcourg'd, and the forer and feverer Strokes were yet 
pehind ; had they fi:op'd there, or had they defcen
ded to Particulars, and told us that the City ihould 
~he next Year be deftroyed by Fire ; then indeed) 
when 've had feen it come to pafs, we fhould not 
l1ave been to blame to have paid more than a com
mon R.efpeB: to their Prophetick Spirits, at leaft 
we ihould have wonder'd at them, and have been 
more ferious in our Enquiries after the meaning 
of it, and whence they had th~ Fore-knowledge: 
But as they generally told us of~ Relapfe into the 
Plague, we have had no Concern fince that abou .. 
them ; yet by thefe frequent Clamours, we were 
all kept with fame kind of Appr~henfions con
:lb.ntly upon us, and if any qied fudden\y, or if the 
[potted Fevers at any time increafed, we \Vere pre
fently alarm'd; much more 1f the Number of the 
Plague encreafed, for to the End of the Year, there 
'vere alway-s between 2 and 300 pf the Plague; on 
·any of thefe Occafions, I fay, w~ were alarm'd 
anew. 

Thofe, who remember t}le City of London before 
.. the Fire, muft remember, that there was then no 

. · ~uch Place as that we no\v call Newgate-Market. 
·Eut that in the M1ddle of the Street, which is now 
cill'd Blow-bladder Street, and which had its Name 
fi·om he Butchers, who us' d to kill and drefs their 
· · · · ' · Shee,a 
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beep there; (and who it feems bad a Cufi:om to 

blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fatter than it was, and were punifu•d 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate, there ftood ~wo 
long Rows of Shambles for the felling Meat. 

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fal.
ling down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave 
Rife to a Rumor that the Meat was all infected, 
which tho' it might affright the People, and fpoil'd 
the Market for two or three Days i yet it appear'd 
plainly aftenvards, that there was nothing of Truth 
in the Suggeftion : But no Body can account for 
the Po!feilion of Fear when it takes hold of the 
Mind. 

However it pleas'd God by the continuing of the 
Winter Weather to reftore the Health of the Ci
ty, that by February following, we reckon'd the 
Diftemper quite ceas'd, and then we were not fo 
eafily frighted again. 

There was ftill a QE.eftion am.ong the Learned,and 
at firft it perplex'd the People a little, and that was, 
in what manner to purge the Houfes and Goods, 
where the Plague had been; and how to render 
them habitable again, which had been left empty 
during the time of the Plague; Abundance of Per
fumes and Preparations were prefcrib'd by PhY.fi
cians, fame of one kind and fame of another, in 
which the People, who liftened to them, put them ... 
felves to a great, and indeed in my Opinion, to an 
unneceff'ary Expence; and the poorer People, \vho 
only fet open their Windows Night and Day, b~u·nt 
Brimftone, Pitch, and Gun-powder and fuch th1ngs 
in their Rooms, did as well as the beft; nay, the 
eager People, who as I faid above, came Home in 
haft and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon
venience in their Houfes nor in the Goods, and did 
ittlc or nothing to them. 

T 1 Bow-
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However, i~ general, prudent cautious eople 

elid enter into fame Meafures for airing and f weet
ping their ~oufes, and bur~t Perfumes,Incenfe, Ben~ 
.jamin, Rozm, and Sulphur In the Rooms clofe fhut 
up, and then let the Air carry it all out with a 
Blaft of Gun-powder ; others caufed large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for feveral Days and 
Nights,; by the fame. Token, that two or three 
were pleas'd to fet their Houfes on Fire, and fo ef
feCtually fweetned them by burning them down to 
·the Ground ; as particularly one at Rat cliff, one in 
Holbourn, and one at Weftminfler; befides two or 

-three that were fet on Fire, but the Fire was happily 
got out again, before it went far enough to burq 
down the Houfcs ; and one Citizen's Servant, I think 
it was in :fhames Street, carryed fo much Gun
powder into his Mafier's Houfe for clearing it of 
the InfeCtion, and managed it fo fooliihly, that he 
blew up part of the Roof of the Houfe. But the 
Time was not fully come, th~t the City \vas to 
be purg'd by Fire, nor was it far off; for \vithin 
Nine Months more I faw it all lying in Aihes ; 
when, as fame of our Qyacking Philofophers pre
~end, the Seeds of the Plague were entirely deftroy'd 
. nd not before; aN otion too ridiculous to fpeak of 
pere, Gnce, had the Seeds of the Plague remain'd 
in the Houfes, not to be deftroyed but by Fire, 
.bow has it been, that they have not fince broken 
out ? Seeing all thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
Liberties~ and in the great Parifhes of Stepney, White
Chapel, .Aldgste, Bijbopfgate, Shoreditch, Cripple
tale and St. Giles's, where the Fire never came, and 
'Phere the Plague rag'd with the greateit Violence, 

,lemym !lill in the fame Condition they were in be
/ Jfe. 

But to leave thefe things juft as I found them, it 
as certain, that thofe Poop le, who were more than 

ordinarily 
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ordinarily ca~ltious of their Health, did take parti
.cular D1re6bons for what they called Seafoning of 
their Houfes, and Abundance of coftly Things we 
confum'd on that Account, which, I cannot but y, 

I not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defir'd, but 
fill'd the Air with very grateful and wholefome 
Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit 
of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of 
them. 

And yet after all, tho' the Poor came to Town 
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I muft fay, 
the rich made no fuch Hafte; the Men of BufindS 
indeed came up, but many of them did not bring 
their Families to Town, till the Spring came on, 
and that they faw Reafoo to depend upon it, tha 
the Plague would not return. 

! The Court indeed came up foon after Chrifl:m~ 
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as de
pended upon, and had Employment under the Ad 
miniftration, did not come fo foon. 

I iliould have taken Notice here, that notwith
ftanding the Violence of the Plague in London and 
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that it 

. was never on Board the Fleet; and yet for fomc { 
time there was a ftrange PreiS in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Sea-Men to man the Fleet • 

. But it was in the Beginning of the Year, \vhen the 
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all come down 

· to that part of the City, where they ufually pre~ 
, for Seamen; and tho' a War. with the Dutch was 

not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the 
Seamen \vent with a kind of ReluCtancy into the 
Service, and many complain'd of being drag'd into 
it by Force, yet it prov'd in the Event a happy 
Violence to feveral of them, who had probably 

11 
periib' d in the general Calamity, and who after the 
Summer Service was over, tho' they had Caufe to 

lament 
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lament the Defolation of their Families, who, when 
they came back , were many of them in their 
Graves ; yet they had room to be thankful, that 
they were carried out of the Reach of it, tho' fo 
rpuch againft their Wills; we indeed had a hot 
War with the Dutch that Year, and one very great 
Engagement at Sea, in which the Dutch were 
worfted ; but we loft a great many Men and fome 
Ships. But, as I obferv'd, the Plague was not in 
the Fleet, and when they came to lay up the Ships 
in the River, the violent part of it began to abate. 

I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of 
this melancholy Year with fome particular Exam· 
pies hiftorically; I mean of the Th~nkfulnefs to 
God our Prefcrver for our being delivered from this 
dreadful Calamity; certainly the Circumftances of 
the Deliverance, as well as the terrible Enemy we 
were delivered from, call'd upon the whole Nation 
for it; the Circumftances of the Deliverance were 
indeed very remarkable, as I have in part mention'd 
already, and particularly the dreadful Condition, which 
we were all in, \vhen we were, to the Surprize of 
the whole To\vn, made joyful with the Hope of a 
·Stop of the Infe&ion. 
~ othing, but the }m mediate Finger of God, ~o· 

thmg, but omnipotent Power could have done 1t; ~ 
~he Contagion defpifed all Medicine, Death. rag~d i~f~ 
1n every Corner; and had it gone on as tt d1d · . t 
then, a fe\v Weeks more would have dear' d the · 1~ ~~ "Town of all, and every thing that had a Soul: 1\t~~n /~~ 
every where began to defpair, every Heart fall d JU 

, lie m [or Fear, ~eople were made defperate thro' the Mha 
Angulih of thetr Souls, and the Terrors of Death · es I 
fat in the very Faces and Countenances of the ~~nsv 

eople. ~;efee 
In that very l'VIoment, when \Ve might very well ·~ h: 

av, ·vain vas the Help of Man; I fa"v in that very ·· W: 1 
l\1omcn · lino 
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Moment it pleafed God, with a m oft agreeable Sur· 

· prize, to caufe the Fury of it to abate, even of it felf, 
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho' in~ 
finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died; and the 
very firft Week's Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Num
ber indeed ! 

t: It is impoffible to exprefs the Change that ap-
pear'd in the very Countenances of the People, that 
Cfhu~(day Morning, when theW eek~ Bill came out; it 
Plight have been perceived in thei. ~ountenances, that 
a fecret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every Bodies 
face; they fuook one another by the Hands in the 
Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side of the 
way with one another before; where the Streets were 
not too broad, they would open their Windows and 
call from one Houfe to another, and a£k'd how 
they did, and if they had heard the good News, 
that the Plague was abated ; Some would return 
when they faid good News, arid afk, what good News? 
and when they anfwered, that the· Plague was ~bat
~d, and the ~ills decreafed almoft 2ooo, they would 
cry out, God be praifed ; and would weep aloud for 
Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it; and 
fuch was the Joy of the People that it was as it 
were Life to them from the Grave. I could almoft 
fet down as many extravagant things done in the Ex
~efs of their Joy, as of their Grief; but that would 
be to le£fen the Value of i~ 

I ~uft confefs my felfto have been very much dejec· 
ted juft before this happen' d; for the prodigiousN urn .. 
ber that were taken fick the Week or two before, 
befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the Lamen
~ations were fa great every where, that a Man mull: 
have feemed to have acted even againft his Reafon, 
if he had fa much as expeCted to efcape; and as 
~here was hardly a Houfe, but mine, in all my Neigh .. 
pourhood,·but what was i~fe~ed; fo had it gone o~, 

lt 
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it would not have been long, that there would 
have been any more ~ eighbours to be infeCl:ed; 
indeed it is hardly cred1ble, what dreadful Havock 
the laft three Weeks had made, for if I might be
lieve the Perfon, whofe Calculations I always found 
very well grounded, there were not Iefs than ~oooo 
People dead, and near 1 oo thoufand fallen fide in 
the three Weeks I fpeak of; for the Number that 
Jickened was furprifing, indeed it was aftoni:lhing, 
and thofe whofe Courage upheld them all thetime 
before, funk under it now. 

In the Middle of their Difl:refs, when the Con
dition of the City of London was fo truly calami
~ous, juft then it pleafed God, as it were, by hisim .. 
mediate Hand to difarm this Enemy ; the Poyfon 
was taken out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even 
the Phyficians themfelves were furprized at it; 
wherever they vifited, they found their Patients 
better, either they had fweated kindly, or the Tu
mours were broke, or the Carbuncles went down, 
and the lnflammations round them chang'd Co
lour, or the Fever was gone, or the violent Head· 
ach was affwag~d, or fome good Symptom was in 
the Cafe; fo that in a few Days, every Body was .·JUt~ 
recovering, whole Families that were infe&~d and ·~ lo 
down, that had Minifl:ers praying with them, and ~ng 
ex peered Death every Hour , were revived and not b 
bealed, and none died at all out of them. lt was 

Nor \vas this by any new Medicine found out, teet, t 
pr new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Ex- ~at 
perience in the Operation, whiCh the Phyfician5 • Da} 
or Surgeons had attain' cl to; but it was evidently ~~g p~ 
from the fecret invifible Hand of him, that had at .of tl 
firft fent this Difeafe as a Judgment upon us; and rtne ~ 
let the Atheifiic part of Manl{ind call my Saying oad, 
this what they pleafe, it is no Enthu!iafm; it was We

1 

acknowledg' d at that time by all Mankind; the Dif-
eafe 



the P LA G 
eafe was enervated, and its Malignity fpent, :!nd let it 
proceed from whencefoever it will, let the Philo
fophe'rs fearch for Reafons in Nature to account for 
it by, and labour as much as they will to le1fen the 
Debt they owe to their Maker ; thofe Phyficians, 
who had the leaft Share of Religion in them, were 
oblig'd to acknowledge that it was all fupernatural7 
that it was extraordinary, and that no Account could 
be given of it. 

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons tQ 
us all to Thankfulnd.S, efpecially we that were un
~er the Terror of its lncreafe,. perhaps it may be 
thought by fome, after the Senfe of the thing was 
over, an officious canting of religious things preach
ing a Sermon inftead of writing a Hiftory, making 
my felf a Teacher inftead of giving my Obfer-. 
vations of things; and this reftrains me very much 
from going on nere, as I might otherwife do : But 
if ten Leapers were healed,. and but one return'd· to 
give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be 
thankful for my fel£ 

'· Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of 
People who to all Appearance were very thankful a .. 

. that time; for their Mouths were ftop'd, even the 
Mouths of thofe, whofe Hearts were not extraor 
dinary long affected with it : But the Impreffion wa 
fo !b:-Ong at that time, that it could not berefifred; 

· no not by the worft of the People. 
It was a common thing to meet People in the 

1 Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no• 
thing at all of; expreffing their Surprize. Going 
one Day thro' ..11/dgate, and a pretty many People 

1
' being paffing and repaffing, there comes a Man 
~ out of the End of the Minories, and looking a little 

up the Street and down, he throws his Hanas 
abroad, Lord, what an ..11/teration is here I Why t 
]aft Week I came along here, and hardly any Body 

was 
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was to be feen ; another Man, I heard him, adds to is ords, 'tis all wonderful, 'tis all a Dream: Bleifed be God, fays a third Man, aud let us give 
Thanks to him, for 'tis all his own doing: Human Help and human Skill was at an End. Thefe were all Strangers to one another : But fuch Salu
tations as thefe were frequent in the Street every Day; and in Spight of a loofe Behaviour, the very 
common People went along the Streets, giving God 
Thanks for their Deliverance. 

It was no , as I faid before, the People had cafl: off all Apprehenfions, and that too faft; indeed we were no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round 
his eck, or with his Leg limping, occafion'd by 
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful to the laft Degree, but the Week before; but now the Street was full of them, and thefe poor reco· 
vering Creatures, give them their Due, appear' cl very fenfible of t:heir unexpeaed Deliverance; and I :lhould wrong them very much, if I thould not ac
knowledge, that believe many of them were really t ankful; but I muft own, that for the Generality of the People it might too juftly be faid of them, as was faid of the Children of Jfrael, after their being delivered fromtheHofi of Pharaoh, when they paffed the Red- ea, and look'd back, and faw the Eg ptians overwhelmed in the Water, 'Viz. That 
they fong his Praife, hut they foon forgot his Works. 

I can go no farther here, I fuould be counted cenforious, an perhaps unjuft, if I fuould enter into the unp afant Work of refleCting, \vhatever Caufe there was for it, upon t e Unthankfulnefs 
and Return of all manner of \V ickednefs among us, hich I was fo muc an Eve- 'itnefs of my ielf · 

J • fu u 
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I fuall conclude the Account of this calamitous Year 
therefore with a coarfe but fincere Stanza of my 
own, which I plac'd at the End of my ordinary 
Memorandums, the fame Year they were written: 

A dreadful Plague in London was, 

In the Tear Sixty Five, 

Which f<Vept an Hundred Thoufand Suuls 

.dway ; yet I alive ! 
H. 

F IN IS. 
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PREFAcE to the READER. 

T ~not douhted, hut a.r thefe Ufefui 
TranfaCl:ioQs becom~ more Puhlick they 
'lviU encourage worthy and ingeniou& 

Perfons to fend in fuch Materials, as may 
for the [utu1·e contribute to the Good and ' 
Welfare of tbeir Native Country. 

As to the preforit !'ranfaElions, tt zs to 
he noted, that in the Eunuch's Child, fuch 
a Misfortune a8uaUy happen'd in England 
as is reported there from Italy, of a young 
Gentlewoman, who has ABed in the Play-. 
houfe fo1' her Diverjion, that was deceiv·d 
by the Appearance of a Man, that is an 
Eunuch, who was ambitious oj' a Nigbts 
Lodging witb her to no putpofe. The Mat-
ter is know1l both at Drury-lane and in the 
Hay-market. 

As for tbe Difcourfe of Tongues, it were 
to be wiflld, that P erfons would be more 
tommunicative and forwtSrd to promote the 
publick Good. J:.7othi1zg could be more ufe
ful than a full and true InfpeElion of Hu· 
man Tongues, and therefore it is bop'd 
that if any Perfons know themfelve.r trJ 
be notorious Bujie-Bodies, Canters, Flat .... 
te ·ers Lyars, Tongue~P adds, Spokefmen,. 

A ~ Rat .. 
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Rattlers, Bouncers, &c. they 1vou!d in their 
WiUs be1ueath their Tongues to be d!f!eEi
ed, and viewJd by the }v!icrofcopes of the 

.Ufeful Society, 'wbid:J would produce many 
wonderful Phcenomena. 

As to the Mig1·ation of Cuckoo,s, where 
mention ts made of Auguration,it is no new 
Thing, but weU known among the Ancients. 
Paufanias teUs us, Tbat Parnaifus a Son of 
the Nymph Cleodora '1RJ.U t!Je l1Jventor of it, 
1vbo likewife gave his Name to tbat Mozm
tain Jo celebrated by t!:Je Poets. Tbat Mr. 
D'U rfey's Birds Jbould Jeem different from 
tbofo common Ones that f!ie about, or are in 
Cages, is n!J new or wonderful Tbing; for 
Sir W alter Raleigh, who i& an Auti:Jor of 
;undoubted Credit, teUs us, That tbe com· 
111011 Cro\v or Rook of India is full of Red 
Fet~tbers in the low ljla1lds ofCoribana, and 
the Black-bird and Thru!h batb his Fea
tbers mh.:t with Black and Carnatio11 in tbe 
Nortb P ,zrts of Virginia: So that red Crows 
a11d Rooks, and Carnation colourd Thruibes 
and BL1ck-birds a1·e no Strangers to the 
ot!:Jer part of the World, tbo' a JI!Ian 'WO:tld 
be tb07~f.bt to banter here, Jbould be me»' 
tion Jucb TI:Jing s 1vitbout fo good an Autho· 
1'ity as tbat of Sir \V alter Raleigh. 

Tbe Tr;'Pal Vej]e!J" 1nentimt'd in tbe fourtb 
D(!Jertation are not to be jligbted, J. Jte t!Jey iin

1 

are fuch Thin,~s as 'When nicely t(}J?d up in .ce; 

a Ragoue, ojte11 fo1've aa a Dijh in be En- ·ea 
tertainm~nt of Ptinc:e.r. .As 



PREF:ACE to the E:ADER.· 

As to what concerns th8 Conftcrated 
Clouts, l mu.ft aquaint the Reader, tbat I 
lately t•eceived a Letter from Rome, con-
.tttining an Affair of great Importance, which 
is, that 1vhiljl hi& Holinefs Pope Clen1ent 
1vM lately romaging tbe Ca.flle ofSt.Ange
lo, for the Treafure of Sextus Quintus to 
help to pay his Taterdemallian Forces, who 
had more Guitars than Horfes or Mufquets., 
he found in a Corner ar~ old C!Jejl thtzt bad 
lain moulding for many Ages; 'lvhic!J being 
open'd 1vithmucb ado, expeElinggreat Trea
fure; It prov' d to be a Collection of the Child
hed-linnen provided for her Holinefs Pope 
J oan, jhe and her Child dying in the Pro
ceffi'on, cu Hijlory records; they were laid 
up in ctl_{e any future lnfaUibility Jhou'd . 
bave occajion to rnake ufe of them. There 
were 3 Mantles, 6 Blankets, 6 Beds, 10 

Nigbt-caps, 8 Day-caps, I 2 Biggi1u next t!Je 
Head, 12 Neckcloaths, a dozen and a half 
of Slobbering-bibs, 6 pairofGloves, 6 pair of 
Sleeves, feveral Stays, 4 Rollers, 8 Belly
bands, and I o Pilcbes. It wtU no unplea
fant Sight to fee the Pope and tbe old Car
dinals bandling and poring upon tbi-5 CbifJ .. ' 
Bed Equipage, tho' m~ft of them bad paid 
for feveral Sets for their Nieces and Ne- . 
phews. There were ten dozen of extraor
dinary large Diaper and Dama.fk C'louts, and 
there Wtl:$ a Memorandum tack'd to 'em, 
that by a peculinr SanElity and .Quality tbat 

A 3 they 
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they 1vere endow'd with, they would caufe a 
great Aflringency wben apply'd to Human 
Pojleriors; wl:Jich being taken notice of by 
Cardinal Trimalchini, he made this EJe .. 
gant Speech. 

May it pleafe you Ho!J Father, 
· Thefe Clouts feem to have been the moft 
ufeful Things that could have been difco
ver'd in the prefent Circumftances of Eu
rope. We fee their Virtues havebeentranf
mitted down to us for many Ages. And 
now \Ve have the greateft Occafion for the 
Tryal of thern. I v:lould defire therefore 
that your Holinefs would be pleafed to 
diftribute them in fuch Proportion as you 
fhall think n1oft fitting arnongfl: the facred 
Confiftory. For if the Germans make dai
ly fuch Approaches towards Rome ; rattle 
fo with their Drutns, and thunder fo with 
their Canon: I may be bold to fay, that 
unlcfs fotne extraordinary Application is 
n1ade, \Ve rnay all of us cbance to be no 
f weeter than we fhould be. 

So Jtn• my Autbor. 
I }hall dt:ttzin my Reader no longer witb 

a Preface, but leave /:Jim to gatl:;er 1.vbat 
. Benefit he can from the enjiting Pages. 

A 
!, !-: 



A TABLE to the Tranfactions 
for January and February. 

J, AN Ef{ay on the Invention of SamEJers, 
communicated by MrJ. Judith Bagtord, 

w#p an Account~~ her Colleilions fqr the fame. 
By Mrs. Arabefla lJfanly, School· Miftrefs 
at Hackney. 

II. Some natural Obfervati().ns 111ade in the Sch~ol 
of Llandwwfwrhwy. By R. P. during his 
Refidence there. 

lii. An EJ{ay pr~Jving by Arguments Philofophi
cal, that Millers, tho' falfly fo reputed, yet in 
reality are not Thieves: With an intervening 
Argument, that Taylors likewife are n~t fo· 
In a Letter to Dr. Harborough frQm Dr. 
Williams. 

IV. An Account· of Bookt, in Letters to Dr. Lit
tlebrand to Dr. Playford: With an Account 
ofMeurfius's Treatife of the Grecian Games~ 

V. An Account of M~urfius' s Book of the Plays 
of the Grecian Boys, in a fecond Letter. 

VI. A new Method to teach learned Men how to 
write Vnintelligibly: Being Colleilions out of 
Softlinius an Italian, Bardowlius and Bar
docoxcolnhius, One Poet Laureat to K. Ludd, 
the other to 0. Bonduca, Scornfenfius an 
Egyptian, &;:-Communicated by Mr.Loveit 
to .lt1r. Lackit. 

TABLE to March and April. 

I THE Eunuch's Child, with fome important 
Q!eries, whether a Woman. accordmg to 

1Hfljc~, and an1 Principlts of Ph,/ofophy, mAy 
~ ~~ 



A TABLE to March and April. 
lay a Child to an Eunrech: As the Matter WIU 

argu' d between the C~urch-Wardens of SantQ 
Chryfoftomo in V en tee, and the learned .Aca
demy of the Curiofi ~here: Occafion' d by an 
Accident of that Nat~tre happening to Seignior 
Valentio Crimpaldi, Knight of the Order of 
the Caponi. 

JI. The Tongue. New Additions to Mr. Antho· 
ny Van Leeuwenhoeck's Microfcopical Obfer
'Vtttions upon the Tongue, and the White Mat
ter on the Tongttes of Feverijh_ ferfons. In · 

. which are foew' d the feveral Particles proper 
for Pratling, Tatling, Pleading, Haran
guiag, Lying, Flattering, Scolding, ~nd 
other {uch like OccajionJ, communicated by 
Dr. Tefty. 

IIT. Migration of Cuckoo's. A Letter concern
ing the Migratson of Cukoo's, with their De
ftruilion of Eggs. And general Remarks con
cerning Birds-Nefts, with the Speech of Birds, 
communicated by M,-. Mart. Cheapum,M. ..A. 
F. U. S. 

V. Some m11tenal Remarks upon Mr. Anthonr 
Van Leeuwenhoeck's MicrofcopicaJ Obferv~
tions 011- the Membrcmes of the lnte.ftines, and 

· other Trypal Vef{els, communicated by a Grave 
Matron itJ Field .. Lane, long accuftom'd to Ex
perzments of that Nature. 

V. An Hiftorzc~l and Chronological Account af 
· Con{ecrated Clouts, communicated by the In· 
geniom t~nd Learned Virtuofo, Seignior Gio
vanni Barberini of ~helfognia ; occajion'd 
/Jy a Pajfage in the Poft-Boy, that the Pope 
has lately made a Prefent of the fame !.fat~fre 
to tbc Young Prince of Aftun~s. 

THE 
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THE 

Eunuch's Child. 

Some important ~erie s, 1vhether a Wo
man according to Ju.ftice, and any Prin~ 
ciples of Pbilofopby, may lay a Child to 
an Eunuch: As the Matter 'lJ!JtU argu'J 
between the Church-Wardens of Santo 
Chryfoftorno in Venice, and the learned 
Academy of the Curiofi there: Occa· 
jion' d by an Accident of that Nature bap-
pening to Seignior V alentio Critnpaldi 
Knight of the Order of the Caponi. 

SIR, 
_._..._. HERE happen'd not long ago in 

Venice a remarkable Accident, 
which has given occafion for rna.# 

ny Speculations. There was a young W er 
1nan of creditable Par~ntage, only led a
way by the Delufions ofYouth, that came 
::1nd made Oa~h before Mr. J uftice Nani, 
that ihe was with Child by the ~cignior 
Valentio Crimpaldi, and defir'd h1s War-

B ran 



be Eunuch's Child. 
rant againfi him that he might-Father it. 
The Church-Wardens of Santo Cbryfoflo .. 
mo at the fatne tin1e appear'd for the Pa
rifh, and prefs'd the 1\tlatter hotne upon 
the J uftice, \V ho feetn'd averfe to granting 
any; not only out of Refr eCl: to the Qla
lity of the Perfon, \vho was a Cavaliero 5 
but likew·ife becaufe he \Vas publickly 
kno\l/11 and reputed to be an Eunucb. 

Ho\vever, the Church-\Varden , toge
ther \vith the Overfeers and Sidefn1en 
\V ere \ ery in1portunate, and the V\ oman 
\\

1 ith a l\1odefiy that ilie\v' d as if Tbczt had 
been her on! y Slip, pedifted in her firft 
Affertion, owning indeed, that fhe trufted 
to the Faith of the Seignior's being an 
Ezmucb. But liowever, the Child vvas His. 

he Juflice \vas an Hifrorian and aVer
tuofo, and told then1, That all tl e Ea-

enJ People bad Eunucbs for tbeir Prime 
Conjidents, becaufe tbey wo1tld keep their 
1Vomen to tbe·,tfolves; and then argu'd 
fron1 the various Parrs that w·ere wanting, 
that the Matter \Vas in1pofiible. 

Ho\veYer, one of the Sidefn1en being a 
H01Je-Cour[er, !poke n1uch to the fpright
linef! of Geldings, and as to feveral of 

·. their Feat of Activ.ty, infornuch, t:h the 
ftagger'd the J uftice; \vho living ne( r the 
Academy of the C1trioji, fent for fome of 
his earned Neighbours to . help hi1n out 
i this D ifficuJ ty: 

2 The 
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The Hall was quickly full, and after 
fome Argutnents managed with nnH hEar
n~ftn~fs, the Ve~erable Seignior Aerio by 
his Mien of Gravity feem'd to corntnand Si-
lence, and thus began. 

" I atn altogether of Opinion, thqt this 
" Child is rightly laid to the Seignior lra
" lentio, notw. · thftanding his being an Eu
" nuch, and I ground my Opinion upon 
" the Experience I hrtve of all forts of Ef
"jluvids, and what their Power is in the .. 
" ProduCtions of Nature. 

3 

To account for uncommon P b&nomena'.r Ph: Tranf. 

fl D ~n; l . l No. 31 5· may eem ve1y tu~-cu t, yet gzve me eave P· s3• 
to mtlke fame Ohfervation.r on former Ex
periments of the like kind, 1.vhicb 1.vith Re-
marks on fome others l[Jtely ?rzade, may in 
fome meafure Jolve that D!ffi'c·ulty. 

" I take it, noble Sir .r, that tnis Matter 
" rniglit happen to proceed fron1 the ve
" hement E:ffiuvia pafling frotn the Body 
" of Seignior Valentio. For I cannot fee 
" how {o lively Particles as he is cotnpos'd 
" of iliould not iliew themfeh es · tnore 
than TVax inclu'dedin a Glttjs, 1vboje lr!oti
on ha.r been experimented by tbeApproacb of 
a Finfet neat· it.r Uut-Jide. . 

' ' he Words of the Autlior, If ,,,re 
" 1nay con1pare Inanimate Tliings \Viln 
" 1\nimate, are very Expreffive, and come 

·"up to the prefent Purpofe. 

B ~ It 
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pag. 82. It 'ltJtU obfervable of the Wax, that af-

ter the MotimJ and Attrition of the Glafs 
'lvas continu'd about three Minutes, and 
then ceafing, tbe Threads 1vithin feem,d to 
bang in a carelefs Confujion, and were not 
injlantaneoujly ereEfed. But in and about 
tbree or Jour Seconds of Time, they were 
Jo every way towards the Circumference of 
the Glafs, and feeming!J rzvith fo much 
Stoutnefs, that a Motion of the Glafs alone 
would give them no great Diforder. 

pag. 83. But that 1vhich was the mofl furprizing, 
was to fee a Motion given tl:;em hy the Ap-

on proach of one's Hand, Finger, or any other 
ea Body, at more than three Inches Di(lance 
if from the outwtzrd Surface, notwithjla11ding 

the Threads 1vitbin touch' d not tbe Inward 
"I One. And it was farther obfervable, that .. after every Repetition of the Motion, atzd 

tbe new Attrition of the Glafs, that the Di-
fiance at which the Threads migbt be mov'd 
feem' d to be encreafed, and at another 

ro time uponfudden clapping of Jpread Hands 
wn on the PARTS, there has been Juch a vio-
mg lent Agitation of the Threads within, a~ 
nx' was very Jitrprizing, and continued fo for 

fome time. · " ~ It jee111s tbat the Parts of the EFFLU-
~ 

"v vI A are .fl~IJ· and continued, tbat 1vhen an; 
"1 part Bf them are pujhed, all that are on the 
"a .fame Line fi~tfcr the fame Diforder. 
11, 

( 

So "J 



The Eunuch's Child. ... 

So aUowing a Continuation of P(Zrts, th~ 
EFF~UVIA within and thofe without are 
aU of a P eice ; for they are both begot by 
the fame Attrition, that when the EFFLU-

VIA are pujb'd ot• dijlurb'd without, tbe 
EFFLUVIA 1vithin in the fame DireElio11, 
are fo too, and confequently the Threads 

; 

'lvhich are upheld and direEled by them. 
It fee1ns deducible from many other Ar- Ph. Tranf. 

guments of tbis Autbor, that tbe Figure oJNo. 318. 

the Parts of Glafs and Sealing-wax, are P· 221
• 

much altke; otherwife the EFFLUVIA of 
one could not penetrate or pafs witb fucb 
eafe the Body of tbe ot!:Jer, and then: aEl a.s 
if it wa-.r one and t be fame 1vit h it. 

" I ihallleave the Application of what 
" I have faid to this Auguft and Learned 
'' Audience. As to the Vulgar, they know 
'' I have always defpifed their common 
" Sentiments. · 

When Seig1tior Aerio had decently dif
pofed himfelf, up rofe Seig11ior Clappario, 
whofe Velvet Cloak and Cane of Ebony 
ingag)d the Eyes of the Spectators ~o be 
fix'd upon him: Who thus began. 

" I altoo-ether agree, MosT NoBLE 
0 .... . 

" SrRs, with that illuftrious Perfon that 
" fpoke laft, as to the \X/ hole Nature of 
" E.ffiu'Uias, and their admirable Eff:cts in 
" all Prod utl:ions. Then turning htn1felf 
" about to the Knight, he faid, Mojf ?Jo

~' b/e Seignior Valentio Crimpaldi, I 'onour'd 
B 3 . " by 
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" \\rith the Dignity of the Caponi, By 

0 

" what 1 have heard fro1n the Lady here, 
" you are the Father of this Child: Take 0 

" it not, I befeech you, arnifs; for the 
'' Excellency of your Voice has procur'd 
' ~ yon f ufficient to provide for the help
" lefs .lVIother, and thjs lovely Infant, 
" which will take aw~y all Reproaches 
" cafi upon your Order for the future. 
" I would not think the Effluvias pro
" ceedi ng fron1 your Perfon ihould be of 
" lefs Value or Rept tation, than thofe 
" proceeding fron1 the Artificial P hofpbo
" rzu, or polifh'd i\mber. If their E.ffiu
,, viM ~an caufe Ligbt, why 1nay not your 
" nwre noble Ones do the fame. Give me 
" leave to infonn this noble Audience, 
" and the \tVor Id what I know concerning 
" the Artificitzl Pbofpbortu. 

P~. Tranf. Tvu nury remember ?l!J tellh~R; you, mtmy 
~ 6t: 4· Tetzrs ago of 11!J good Friend Mr. Boyle's 

communicating to me abr- ut tbe Tear, J68o. 
his 1vay of making tbe PHOSPHor. us -witb 
lirine. At tbe Jtune Time defiring me to 
1~{e a!ln!y Endert'l'Our s to find out Jome o
tber SubjeEl Jrom ·1e,!Jence it migbt be made 
in greater f2..._!ta1lt.ity, and perbaps be might m 
bave tnade tbe lil.-e Requejl to many more. Sp1 

For to ufe his on·n TVords, be jtlid he really [tr' 
pit~y'cl bis Cbym!fl, -wDo was jt7rced to eva- det 
pf)J·ate fo prod~f)cus a -~tantit_; of [Jrine, to 
rret a verv little oftbe PHOSPHORU'. l~r. 

'? · ,/ " · Soo 



Soon after in order to fee fonze Experi
ments in Chymifiry, Ilodg'd for a fbort time 
at his Chymtfi,s Houfe. One Mr. Bilgar 
tben living in lVlary le Bow-fireet, 'llear 
Piccadilley, who 'Was indeed equally, if not 

. more importunate witb me than k!r. Boy le 
to try if I could find out fome other lrft~tter, 
from which more tnigbt be made tban from 
Urine: Telling me tbere 1v,1s fo gretzt a 
Demand for it, tbat it would be of •ve17 
great Advantage to bim. 

It hein,g tben a very hot Summer, I cau/d 
a Piece of tJ;e dry'cl Matter i1l tbe Fields 

. 'Wbere they empty tbe HousEs oF OF
FICE to be digt,ed up; in wbicb, 'when, 
broken in tbe Dark, a g1·eat number of Jmall 
Particles of Pbofpboru~ appear'd. 

Tbis Matter 1 Ct11'1'J, d to Mr. Boy le, n,!Jo 
view' d it with great Satisfaction, and 
Mr. Bilgar by his Dire8ion fell to 'work 
tbereon. 

Tou well know, Sir, tbat !Juman flrine 
and Dung do plentifully abound 1vith an 
0LEOSUM AND COMMON;;~ LT, fo tbat 
!take tbe ARTIFICIAL PHOSPHOKUS to 
he notbing elfe but tbat ANIMAL OLEo-
SUM coagulated 1.vitb the }v1.ineral Acid of 
Spirit of' SALT: Whit:b Coagulum is pre ... 
ferved, and dijfolv'd in Water, but IIC(:en 

ded hy Air. . n 

Thefe Conjiderations made 1ne cr;ryectur , 
that Amber ( whi'h I take to be ·a lVli T L 

l3 4 AT. 
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The Eunuch's Child. 
RAL 0LEOSUM coagulated with a Mineral 
-volatile Acid) might be a natural PHos .. 
PHORUS. 

So I fell to many Experiments upon it, 
and at la:fl found that by GENTLY RuB
BING a ttvell polifh.d Piece of AMBER 'With 
tny Hand, in the Dark ( whicb was the 
Head ofmy Cane) it produc'd a Light. 

fflhereupon I got a pretty large piece of 
AMBER 'which I caufed to be made Lo G 

and TAPER, and drawing it gently thro' 
my Hand, being very dry, it afforded a 
conjiderable Light. 

I then ufed many kinds of foft Animal 
Su~flanres, and found none did fo well as 
that of Wool!. And now new P htenomena of 
fer' d themfelves ; for upon drawing the 
Piece of AMBER Jwiftly. t/;rough the 'lvoolle1J 
Cloath, and Jqueezing it pretty hard with 
1ny H a11d, a prodigious number of little 
CratJlirtgs were heard, and every one of 
thofe produc'd a little Flafh of Ligl1t. But 
when the Amber 'lvas drawn gently and 
jlight!J through the Cloath, it produc·ed a 
LIGHT, but no Crackling. But by holding 
ones Finger at a little Dijlance from tbe 
Amber a large Craf-kling is produc'd with a 
great Flajh of Light fucceeding it, and 
what to me is very furprizing, upon its Ir
ruption it jlrikes the Finger very fenjib!J 

11vherever apply,d witb a Pzifh or Puff like 
lf/h~d~ 

" 
" 
" 



The Eunuch's Child. 
Now l make no que.ftion, but upon ufing 

a longer and larger piece of Atnber, both 
the Cracklings and Light 1vould be much 
greater, hecaufe I never yet found any 
Cracklit~g from the Head of my Cane, al-
though ,tis a pretty large One. 

Mojl noble Gentlemen, 
" You cannot imagine I fhould think 

" the Effluvias of Seignior Valentio and this 
" Lady lefs ProduCl:ive of what is glori
" ous than the An1ber Head of my Cane, 
" or thofe Ingredients with which Mr. 
" Bilgar nJade his Phofphorw. 

9 

He had fcarce made an end when an
other Perfon of Difiinttion rofe up with 
a Letter in his Hand fent him by a Friend 
from beyond Sea. " l an1 happy, Jays he, 
'' moft noble Audience, that I have this 
" Minute receiv'd a Letter dated, March 
'' 30. 1708. which will firengthen the 0-
" pinions of the worthy Perfons that fpoke 
" before, will clear up the Credit of this 
'' Lady, and fhew the Power which the 
'' E.ffiuvias of Seignior Valentio may have 
" in the Generation of this pretty Infant. 
The Words of the Letter are thefe: From Pl1. Tranf. 
hence it is eajie to conclude that if nine or No. 3

8
18• 

d
P·2l • 

ten Atmofpheres of Air 1vere condenfe 
in the Jpace of One, and to remain in tbat 
State for a Tear or two. That 1vhen tbe 
Ve!Jel tbat contains them fball becorze e)(:
pofed open to the Air, fucb aa very tbi1~ 

Glafs 



10 The Euuuch' s Child. 
Glafs Bubbles ( Juppojing them not to be a- · l 
hove jive or fix times Jpecifhally hea'vier :io, 

than t!Jejr like Bulk of common Air) would :a} 
float 011 fu !J a Medium wbich 1.vould he ~as 
very jurpri:zi1~g to fee a Body Jupported by mo 

an invifible Agent. But I am not Jure of &a 
this, f or I cannot tell hut it may be a means 
to render Air vijihle. From whence Jome 
Difcovet·ies may be made, wbic/J otherwifo 
may be impoj]t'ble to know. But let it bap
pen how it wi/l (for J::..~ature 1.vi/l have her 
own Ways) I do,ubt not but jeve1•al ufeful 
Inferences ntay be made from fucb an Ex
periment. 

Fro1n whence I argue , that if nine 
or ten Atmofpheres condenfed will raife 
Things like Glafs Bubbles, if thefe will 
float on a furprizing l\1edium, and be fi1p· 
ported by an invifible Agent : i\nd if Na
t re in all this will have her own Courfe, 
that then it may be concluded, that if 
nine or ten blew Beans were put into a 
blew Bladder to retnain in that State for 
a Year or two; and the Bladder contain
ing them were every l\'1inute ibook with 
a Repetition of thefe Words. Ten blew 
Bea1ls in a Blew Bladder, rattle Blew 
Beans, rattle Blew Bladder, rattle Beans, 
rattle Bladder, rattle. That by this tneans 
Sounds n1ight bewme vifible, and that they 
would be of a blew Colour ; therefore 
if all thefe furprizing Inftances are tr~e 

~P. 



The Eunuch's Child. 
in Nature, why may not Seignior Vale1l
tio, who is more than an invifible Aaent 

. b ' nay, tnore 7Ifible than Air it felf, who 
has a Coat of a blewifh Colour, and Voic 
more hannonious than the rattling of any 
Beans w hatfoever, be Father of this Child, 
when there are fuch pregnant Infiances for 
it throughout all the Principles of Philo
fophy? 

When he had fpoke and was fet do\vn, 
there was an uni verfal Silence an1ongft 
all the Audience, each gazing upon the 
Mother, her Son, -and Valentio; who wid 
all rational Probability would foon be de
clared a Father. 

Some \Vere firuck with Ad1niration at 
the Force of the Argument, others at the 
Beauty of the Exprefiion, but tnofi: at the 
Sagacity of the Perfons 'vho had n1ade 
fuch ufeful Experin1ents. The J uftice ·was 
extretnely difcon1pofed; the Church-War
dens were as n1uch fatisfied, when on a 
fudden a Gentlewoman appeared in a de
cent Habit, with a 1V1otherly fort of an 
Afpeet, and prefiing forward, defired !he 
might be heard in this Matter, as belie
ving !he could by one particular Infi:ance 
anf wer all the 1 rguments jufi: now pro-
pofed by the Curioji. : 

Says ibe, Jl1~fl noble Sirs, '' I an1 a "''1-
" dow of fome Reputation in the r ard I 
" live in for the crood Offices I do upon 

• ' . 0 · · ~' man r 
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The Eunuch~s Child. 
" tnany Occafions. I have , a Daughter 
" not yet twenty Years of Age, not un· 
" bandfome neither ( if I 1nay fo fay it, 
" tho' not unlike her Mother) fhe has 
" been twice a Widow, Heavens help her, 
"her firft Hufband was a Seaman; but 
" he being gone, and my Daughter and I 
" being lonely Women, we did not know 
" but he was as good as dead. There 
"came a Perfon who made Addreifes to 
" my Daughter, tho' I gave him Encourage
'~ n1ent dS to my felf: To be lhort, with 
" 1nuch .L-\pplication, I gave them leave to 
" con1e together. The Sack-Pof!et was ea
" ten and the Stocking brown: WelJ, let 
" me tell you, the Tbing that went to 
" Bed with my Daughter w:1s as like a 
" Man as ever you faw any Thit ; in the 
" verfal World. e kifs'd like any Chri
'' ftian, and fung like an Angel. They 
" had not paifed half a quarter of an hour, 
" \V hen out of the Cha1nber runs poor 
'' }rfollry all in Tears, poor Soul. Lord 
" lVIother'J what have we got here? Sure 

'tis fo1ne Spirit? Vvell, we were forced 
'· to fray till Morning, and by Difcourfe 
'' wjth my Neighbours I found that my 
'' Daughter had' gone to Bed with Seignior 
'' Gio e-~-> e, one that it feems came over to 
'' fing · J. the Opera. · 

" Now· fron1 tnine and my Daughter's 
' ' Misfortune let other Perfons take heed, 

"and 

m 

A 
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" and efpecially, you Mr. Juftice in pro
" nouncing your Sentence ; for my Daugh
" ter and I are both ready upon our Cor
" poral Oaths to f wear, that Seignior Va
" lentio, being an Eunuch, could not get 
" that Child, and lhe is a bafe Wotnan 
" that lays it to him. I know tny Daugh
" ter, poor Babe, has too much of n1y 
" Blood in her to've run . crying out of 
" Bed, if any Eunuch in Chriftendom had 
" been able to get her with Child. 

The young Gentlewoman was by, and 
looking down made a Curtfey in Tefti .. 
mony of her Mother's Affirn1ation. · 

This g1ve a new'" I'urn to the whole 
Affair, all were willing to bdieve the La
dies ; nor did the J uftice any longer de
lay to give his Opinion, tho' to pleafe the 
Church-Wardens, he made fome Hefitati
on, as that Seignior Valentio appeared as 
much a Man as other People. Whereup· 
on to obvi:1te that Objection, fieps out a 
Perfon, and defired he tnight tell hitn a 
Fable, and fuch a one as would ihew there 
is, no Truft to Appearances. 
" Sa m Wills had view' d Kate Bets, a fmi· 

ling Lafs. 
"' And for ber pretty Mouth admir' d her 

Face. 
"Kate had lik'd Sam, for Nofo of Roman 

Size, 
'< }lot minding his Complexion or his Eyes. 

~' Tbey 
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The Eunuch's Child. 
" They met-Jays San1, alas to fay the 

Truth 
" I find my felf deceiv'd hy tl;;at Jmall Mouth! 

· " Alas cries Kate, cou.'d any one fuppofe, 
" I cou' d be fo deceiv'd by fuel;; a 1\ofe I 
" But I hencefortb fhall hold thi5 Maxim 
. ]ujl, 
" To have Experience fir.ft and tben to trujl. 

During this Amufen1ent, the Woman 
thought fit · to march off with her Child, 
and Seignior Valentio did not think it worth 
his while to fray any longer in the J ufti
fication of his Manhood. 

THE 
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New Additions to Mr. Anthon.yVan Leeu
wenhoeck's Microfcopical Obfervation 
11pon the Tongue, and the White Matte 
on the Tongues of Feverifb Perfmzs. 

In 1vhich are fbew"d the feveral Particles 
p,-oper for Pr<1tling, Tatling, Pleading, 
Haranguing, Lying, Flattering, Scold
ing, and other fucb like occajions. Com
municated by Dr. Tefty. 

5 

A ving lately feen Mr. Leeuwenl()oeck's Tranf. ~ 

Obfervations upon the Tongues of ~.~:·10• 
Feverifh Perfons, and finding them very 
curious, and that be bad take1z. care to 
have two Fevers, the former more violent 
than the latter. I was ambitious like\vife 
to make fotne Experitnents, tho' no being · 
willing to venture n1y own Perfon, I de-
fired of a Wine Porter in the Neighbour
hood, that when he thould find it requi-

. fite 



16 ObfervationJ' on the Tongue; 
fite to drink more than ufual, that he :.r. 
would take a Pint or two of Brandy ex- ;1lfi 

traordinary, and to come to me the next hl} 
Morning without hawking or fpitting, and ;e ~ 

as thirfty as he could poffibly; and ac .. ~tn 

. cordingly, not failing, he ihould have a for 

fuitable Reward. .eve 

The next Mornin~ he came, and being 
I• 

/tt!l 

defir'd to gape, which he could fcarce do, ~ea 
I found his Lips almoft glewd up with a An 
very black Subftance, which being fepa· m 

Ibid. rated, I found hio Tongue covered ·with a " thick whitijh M{ztter. Having no Pen-](nife fer 
nor Silver Tongue-Scraper by me, I call'd oaJ 

for a large Cafe-Knife, with which I n1ade roe 

my Butler gather firft the Black Matter n!lll 

off of his Lips, and then the White Furr [am 

fro1n his Tongue. My Man would have wvi 
Ibid. put each of the1n into clean Cbina Cqffee- not 

Difhes, but I bid hin1 fetch two new tbe 

white earthen Chatn ber-pots, and then I a 
ordering the Porter two full Pots of Drink, de 
I difmifs' d hin1, to ha ften to the Con tern .. I t 
plation of what I had before me. mo 

I bad tny Man pour boiling Rain-w·ater 
into both the Ve!fels, to the Intent that 
the Vi flow or Slimy Mrttter, ·whicb die/ M it 
1vere glew t/:;e Particles togetber, might a 

thereby be Jeparated, that he might tbe V er. 

better obferve tbem. He told me, that he tv 
faw divers Particles, that had the Figure ~e 

Ibid. of 'Pears, Apples, Plumbs and Oranges; 
but · 



Objervation.r on the Tongue. t 

hut that none oj' them had any part that 
anfwered to a Stalk. All this I more rea-
dily believ'd, becaufe I knew his Wife to 
be a Fruiterer: But whether this Ph&no
menon may not be jnlarg'd is a Qpeftion, 
for I believe they n1ay be agreeable to the 
feveral Profeffions. Mr. Leeuwenhoeck be ... Ibid; 

lieved his little fmall Particles to he little 
Scales of _the outward Skin of tbe Tongue. 
And thefe in all probability would be 
tnuch harden'd and encreafed in a Fifh
Wife, \vho has great neceHity for the Pre
fervation of fo important a Member, efpe .. 
cially at Billingfgate. Monfieur Leeuwen- p. 212.· 

boeck in his Matter found an unfpeakable 
·number of [mall roundijh Particles about tbe 
fame bignefs ,a& the Globules of the Blood, 
1vhicl1 caufe Rednefs. Now tho' they '!Vere 
not of a reddifh Colm1r, yet he imagin'd 
them to be Jmall divided Blood Particles. 
I afk'd my Man if he faw any fuch Parti• 
cles, he faid he faw little white Things. 
I told him, they 1vere the Globules of the P· 2u; 

Blood that caufed Rednefs, but I could not 
convince his Unphilofophical Ignorance, 
how fuch Red and Bloody Globules 
fhould conftitute a \vhite Subfiance. I 
afk'd him if he Jaw an unfpeakable l\7um- p. 212 

ber of long Particles agreeing in length 'Witb 
the Hair of a Man's Beard, tbat had not 
beetJ fbaved in eight or ten Days. 

c He 
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p. 213. 

Obfervations on tlJe To1zgue. 
He looking off from his Microfcope 

very fa ucil y cry' d, " how can I tell that 
" Sir? Don't fome Men's Beards grow fa- · 
" fter than other-fome? I afk'd hitn if the 
Particles were bright, he faid yes? And 

. that feveral were very like a bright Flame. 
· Thefe I took to be fuch as Mr. Leeuwen

hotck obferved, altbo' he dzd not take the 
le~fi P~yjick, 01' indeed any thing elfe but a 
little Caudle, or tl little Veal Broath witb 
Jome Bread in it. I may attribute the 
iliining of the Particles in my prefent In
fiance to another Caufe; for my Wine
Porter from his firft Attempt of a Fever, 
till the quenching of his Thirft, took no 
other Sufienance excepting burnt Bran
dy. Therefore in this Matter I muft difa
gree with Monfieur Leeuwenhoeck, that 
t'hia white j'vfrztter is protruded out of the 
Tongue, and no Evaporation or Coagula
tion from tbc lntrails. For there feems to 
me in this Cafe, that the Particles of Fire 
were forced down by the great Q9antity 
of Liquid Particles of the Brandy to the 
lowennoft parts of the Intrails, and there 
working· by the \VflY of Cotlion, caufed 
an Ebullition, \\rhich naturally arifes with 
a white Subftance, as in the Scurr1 of 
boil'd Beef and Bag-Pudding, Arti
Choaks, Calve's Heads , and Legs of 
1\1utton. 

4t r; 

nou 
o~pr 

N 

~en 

Mr. 
• figt 



Ob{ervations on the Tongue. . 9 
· 1,\ir. Leeuwenhoeck did difcover an un- p. 214 

conceivable Number of exceeding JmaU Ani
malcula, and thofe of different forts, but 
the g1·eateif Numbe1• of them were of one 
and tbe fame Size ; and that moff of t/Jefe · 
Animalcula randezvottz' d in that part of 
the Water where the faid Matter of his 
Tongue lay. This feems to n1e to let one 
into a noble P bt£nomenon of Nature; for 
I inq uir' d of tny Man if he did not think 
he faw that the Particles of the White 
Matter were like Eggs, he told me yes, 
and that he fa w innumerable Serpents, 
Kites, Ravens, Ofiriches, Crocadils, and 
fuch like fort of Creatures coming out of 
'em. From whence I raifed this Philofo-
phical Reafon, why drunken Men are fo 
Quarelfotne; for as I faid before, the Hot 
Liquor throwing up an Evaporation or p. 2ri~ 
Coagulation from the Intrails: Raifes up 
likewife an inconceivable Number of 
thefe little Eggs; which being quickly 
hatch'd there, as in an Egyptian Oven, put 
the Patient to an extretne Torn1ent, fo 
that it is no wonder if Perfons fo tormen-
ted by thefe Animalcula, throw 'em out 
at random, without any Fear, Wit, or {e-
rious Confideration, oftentirnes in very 
opprobrious Language. 

Mr. Leeuwenboeck could do no greater 
Service to the World, than to fiudy the 
Figure) Ql.lantity and Ql1ality of thefe Ani-

C 2 malcula:· 



20 

·. 
Obferrvations on tbe Tongue. 

malcula 1·andezvou~i'ng upon the Tongues 
of all forts of Perfons in their feveral Cir
cumftances ; for I doubt not but they 
would iliew the true Reafon of the For
mation of all Language5, and that they 
would be like the Creatures that moft 
abound in their refpeCl:ive Countries. 

P~. Tranf. After I had Jatisjied my Jelf eonc_erning 
~ ·~~~~· that Matter which 1& found upon the 

Tongue; and wbich we eaU tl:Je ThrujJJ, I 
let my Thoughts 1vander a little fartberup
on the Conjt'deration of the Tongue it Je!J, 
in order, if it 7£.1ere pojjt'ble, that I might 
difcover tbe Pores hy 1vhich tbat Matter ~ 
imbibed'J which i5 afterwards protruded out 
of the Tongue; for l take it, that by a due 
Obfervation of the Qb1ali y of the Parti
cles, of ~rhich the 'Tongue is compofed, 
we may give an Account of the feveral 
P btenomena of the Voice and Speech that 
is produced by it. 

1 atn not infenfible that an i\rticulate 
Voice when difiinB: is produced by five 
Organs, according to the Verfe. 

Guttur lingua Palatum dent e.; & duo 
labra. 

'Io found true \Vords, the Throat and 
Tongue n1uft go, 

The Palate, Teeth, ~ n·d the t\:ro Lips 
alfo. 

1'here 
m: 



Obfervations on the Tongue. 2 I 

There may be very noble Obfervations 
1nade concerning each of thefe feveral Or
gans. The Hebrew and Oriental Lan
guages found muth fron1 the Throat, 
which fhow that they came n1ore imtne
ciately from the Heart; and as that is the 
Seat of Life, fo their Sound is Command
ing and Ma jefiick. Not n1uch different 
from them in that RefpeB: are the Go
thick and Sax on, and the mofi Ancient Bri
tifH, which our Ancefiors ufed, whiHl: 
Honour, Truth and J uftice fiouriili'd in 
thefe Parts. 

Of the Tongue I £ball fpeak fome.thing 
more largely irnmediately. And for the 
other four Organs I deGgn particular Dif
fertations concerning , enJ. The Palate or 
Roof of the Mouth ofrentimes by great 
Colds will f\vell and fall down t very 
great Bignefs, and obfiruB: the Voice. To 
help this, good Old Women, pitying the 
Cafe of fuch as fhould be any ways hin
der'd fron1 fpeaking, by the help o At
hum Gr_ecum and Honey, with their Thu b 
replace the Glands by a gentle Attrition 
into their due Pofitions. The Failure of 
this Palate is often occafion'd by Love in 
futh Perfons who have felt rnore than 
one of Cytherea's Flames, then the Voice 
is not altogether fo fonorous and pleaf,ng 
as it was · but thofe Perfons generally 
make ufe ~fa fixth Organ the tlofe, tho, 

C 3 often"!' 



22 Obfervations on the Tongue. 
oftentitnes, the Bridge of that failing, they 
make ufe of a feventh Organ which is 
the N oftril. 

The Teeth are very neceffary Inftru-
ments, and contribute much to the Ten1-
per and good humour of Spee~h ; For we 
find by aged Perfons who become Eden-
tulous or Toothlefs, that their Lips fal-
ling in, and their Jaws be1ng fomething 
protruded, they come to a certain Chinefe 
Pofition of Face, and to a Language fcarce 
to be underfiood, which if it is, generally p 
proves peevifh. s. 

The Lips are ufeful for Kiffing, as well te 
as Speaking: Of thefe I defign a particu- ne 
lar Account when I give an Abfiraa of ~ 

eel 

the Learned Kempiuls Treatife De Ofculo, tn 
or of Killing; and his particular Differta- H 

tion , De 0 Jculo Jud£, or the Kifs of I 
Judas. cl 

I con1municated tnyThoughts about the U! 
Tongue ·to the Ingenious Mr. Trencher, tE 

• Ill. who advifed me to take four d!flinEl w 
lbid. Tongues, one of a Cow, another of an Ox, tit 

a third of a Hog, and a fourth of a Sbeep. tt 

He ·order'd me to Boil the firft, and place tl. 
near to it an adjacent Udder upon a Bed tl 
of Spinage, n1ollified with a fufficient fi 
Qpantity of fre!h Butter. The Ox's 'tl 
Tongue · he thought proper to Roaft, fay- gt 
ing the Particles would appear better af- G 
ter a torrefying Evaporation. But I:e rr 

fa!d 



ObfertzlatiotJJ' on the Tongue. 
faid Venifon Sauce would not be ilnpro
per to explicate the feveral Difcoveries he 
refolv'd to make. He told me that the Hog's 
~nd Sheep's Tongues tnight be got dry'd 
In moft pav'd Allies. I invited him to 
come the next Day about Noon, and that 
all Things !hould be ready, and n1y Mi
crofcopes in order. 

He came according to his Protnife, and 
th~ Boird Tongue, Udder and Butter'd 
Sptnage were plac'd upon the Table as 
prefcrib'd, I Jet my felf to examine the Ibid. 

Skins of the fame, and pa1'ticultzrly tbe Ex
ternal Particles, that a1·e upon the Tbick
nefs of the Tongue: And where, as I con
ceive, is the Place that admits t/;;e Juices 
into the Tongue, by 1vhich tbat Senfation 
u produced, wbich we eaU the Tajle-
I Jepartlted thofe aforefaid external P arti
cles tM weU tM I could, from thofe that lay 
under tbem, and obferv'd that the latter, 
that is to Jay, the Internal 1vere furnifl/d 
with a very great Number of pointed Par
ticles, the Tops of ·wbich for the mojl part 
were broken o.f(, and remained flicking in 
the outmofl Skin. Wben I p!tu/ d one of 
tbofe internal Particles of the Tongue be
fore aMicrofcope; it appea1·'d to me to be tU 

'twere a tranfparent Body, fon~etbing lar
ger then a Thimble, as appears In the Cut 
G .. No. 1. 2. I told tn y Friend each mo
tnent what occurr'd to me; but he v.ras 

C 4 fo 



24 ObfertVations on the Tongue. 
fo intent u pan his eating, that I was a~ 
fraid I ihould fcarc:e have Materials e~ 
nough wherewith to perform my Micro
fcopical Obfervations. At lafr, I per
fuaded him to look upon a Part of the 
Tongue, which appeared to tne to have 
a very great Refemblance of Thimbles: 

V· 1 u. Tlpon viewing 1v~th a Microfcope, Jome of 
the Tong'l(e which is between the Protu
berances, I obferv·d that 3tWM all over co
ver'd UJith a rrreat Numher of rifing Round
nt:/Jes, as app ea s by the Figure, No. B. 
He in1n1ediately told me that the Repre
fentation of Thitnbles fhew'd, that it be
longld to a Female, and the · Reprefentati
on of Mountains, fhew·d the Country it 
came fron1 : From whence he concluded 
that :t. ·.v~3 the 'I'ongue of a Weljh Cow; 
and for farther Detnonfiration, he ihew·d 
1ne Pen-kfan-N[aur, and Pen-M(ln-Rofs, as 
delineated in the Figures A. and D. He 
explained to me, that in the Figure G. 
No. 2. I was m1ftaken to think that the 
TopsoftheThi nbles were broken off: For 
he faid they were cotnpleat tho without 
a Top, as being Taylor's Thimbles. From 
whence he concluded, the Rationality of 
that Sentence, that TayJors were fo con
genial to the Feminine Sex, That f.t"'ine of 
them mujl go to the Compojition of One 
Jlfan. Now, fays n1y Friend, if you pleafe 
to take this li~tle piece of Tongue ~nd 
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ObfertzJation.r on the Tongue. o; 
vie\v it 'Yith the Microfcope you'U find fo· 
vera/ lotlf; Particles in it. In the mean 
time I will cut my felf another piece, 
and den1onfirate to you how I relifh or 
tafte it. 

Tou fee I Juppofo the aforementiou' d long P· tr ~; 
Particles, M in Figure Letter H. Now 1vhen 
I prefs my Tongue againfl the Roof of my 
Mouth in order to tajle any Thing, thefe 
long Particles, as numerous M the Grafs in 
the Field, the Ends of wbich are exceed-
ing Jlender, prefs thro' the upperm~ft Skin, 
w hich at t/;;at Place i5 very thin; or to Jpeak 
more properly, is indu'd witb fmaU Pores or 
Holes, and Jo receives a little Juice; from 
aU wbich proceeds Juch a fort of Senfation 
which we eaU Tafle. When thefe Parti.-
cles are lharp and meet with other fh~rp 
Particles in the Thing that is chew'd, they 
produce a Poignancy or Pungency, as in 
eating of Sorrel and Tongue-Grafs: Mu
ftard-Seed originally is Globular , and 
would confequentl y roll over thefe Gralfey 
Particles of the Tongue, as a Bowling
Green: But being contus'd in a Bowl by 
an Iron Ball, it aff umes a iharp pointed 
Figure, and confequently has that Poig-
~nancy or Pungency which has occafion:d 
the Epithet given it by Mr.Robinfon 10 

his learned Treatife, call'd Q._u£ GenU&, of 
Scelerata Sin~.1pis, or as Horace in his Art 
[\f Cookery expreifes ir, Tb~ Roguifb Mu

-~ · J7ard 
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Obfer'Vations on the Tongue. 
jlard dangerous to the Nofe, which ex
plains the P ht£nomenon, that as theN ofe is 
a fuppletory Organ to the Speech, fo it is 
likewife to the Tafie. 

When the Particles are more obtufe 
and round, there is a fort of Glibnefs in 
the Tafie, not without a Pleafantnefs in 
the Deglution as in Sack-Pojfet, .R!:taking
Pudding, Oatmeal-Caudle, or the like. 

As my Servant was bringing in tihe 
Roafied Tongue I read to him this Paifage 
out of Mr. Leeuwenhoeck. 

Sometime ago a certain Gentleman rela· 
ted, as a very wonderful Tbing, tbat tbe 
Oxen or Cows had tbeir Tongues armed 
witb very fharp Particles. But I told him 
they mt~(l necef!arily be Jo, becaufe tbofe 
Beafls bad no 'Ieeth in the upper Mout/:; or 
Jaw; and tberefore 'lvere Jorc'd to prefs 
rhe Graft witb tbeir Tongues agai1~{t tbe 
Roofs of their }rloutbl, in order to break it 
7:0 pzeces. , 

My Friend \Vith a very fmall Interrup
tion of his Eating, told 1ne, he could not 
agree with Mr. Leeuwenboeck in that Po
fition, that Oxen and Cowes had no Teeth 
in their upper Mouth or Jaw; for he af .. 
fur'd me, he had often feen thern with
out a Microfcope as lodging \Vith a Gen--: 
tlewoman that bakes them Nightly. H:e 
O\vn' d that Oxen had their Tongues ann
ed with very G~arp Particles; and there
. upon 
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Ob{erf[)ations on the Tongue. 2 7 
upon gave me a fmall bit of the Ox's 
Roafi: Tongue before him to view with 
my Microfcope, which appear'd to tne in 
the Shape of the Figure defcrib'd ttnder 
the Letter E. I complain'd to hin1, that 
the Particles were not iharp: He anf wer' d, 
it was true, and that the Subfiding of 
their Points was occafion,d in their Tor
refacrion by Defucrion of the Globular 
Particles of the Butter, with which it had 
been bafied, which made it tnore Lufci-
ous to the Palate. 'f o confinu this, he 
ihew,d me a furprizing Infiance. .He cut 
a very large piece of the Tongue, and in
volving it in the Venifon Sauce, which 
is co1npofed of f weet Ingredients. And 
cutting off a very fmall Particle for n1e 
to view with my Microfcope, I found 
that the Vertue of that Sauce had made 
all thofe pointed Particles to fubfide ; 
leaving only fo1ne Vefiiges or Traces of 
the fatne in the Middle, as in Letter F. and 
three pointed and afpiring Pyramids, as 
Numb. 2, 3, 4· There being fo1ne pointed 
Particles, as N un1ber 5, 6, and 7. frill re
maining, which notwithftanding the Sua-
vity of the Sauce they may give a Pun-
gency to the Relifh. · 

I /:;ad caufed a Hog-Butcher to bring me P· 1 14· 

at feveral Times divers Tm~gt1es of Hog~; 
and according to n1y Friend's. Adv1c~ la1d 
one dry' d before hitn, who Immediately 

cut-



~s Ohfervation.r on the Tongu·e. 
czlttin..~ off the out\vard Skin with all its N 
Protuberant Particles, He gave rne a bit Fr 
of the faid Skin to contemplate with my L( 
Microfcope. He was going to eat a piece H( 
of the Tongne withfome Muftard, when fu 
very furprizingly and earnefily he call'd im 
for fome Loaf-Sugar, which he fcrap'd M 
into it. Now, Sir., fays he, if you,lllook fr! 
a little clofe, you will fee the abfolute A 
Neceility of fome mollifying, dulcifying, J 
.and fmoothing Body, otherwife the !harp 
pointed Particles of the Hog's Tongue, m 
together with the Saline Particles, and the ~ 
Fumons or Smoaky Particles, w11ich it '~ 
contracted or acquired in its d j11g, 
joyn'd to the Hamate and Poignant Par- P 
·ides of the IY1ufia:-d, \vouJd too lharp- cl 
ly pierce the Tongue, fo that a Per
fen n1ight as well eat a thoufand of Pins 
.or Needles in their Proportion, as a ve .. 
ry little bit of a I-Iog"s Tongue, unlefs as 
I faid befor.e it were mollifieci, dulcified or 
ftnooth'd with Sugar. Then I looking 

p. u 5• intently thro~ n1y 1\llicrofcope, with great 
TFonder difcovered a mighty_ b1umber of ve
ry Jlender long Particles, 1.vbich a.lways rzm 
into a fharp Point at the End, jt!fl as 
Needles do appear to tbe naked Eye. Much 
iti the Nature of thofe defcrib'd in Fig. 
R. No. I. 2. only thofe being of an Ox's 
Tongue appear'd like Pack-Needles, and 
hefe of the Hog like Needles fit for~ 
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· Ob[ertz~ations on the Tongue. · ~ 9 
Nun's working of Point of Venice. My 
Friend fcrap'd a few minute Particles of 
Loaf-Sugar, upon a ditnunitive bit of the 
Hog's Tongue. I faw them immediately 
fubfide, and bend as in Figure I. whoft p. 11~ 
inward Parts, as it were jhrunk inwards • 
.kY' Friend gave me Jeveral thin Slices cut 
from the Tongue. The Phrenomena or p.12r~ 
Appearances, whereof 'lvere always variom, 
yea, fo much that l ~wM quite o:flonifhed at P· 12~ 
it; and if l could but reprefent them to 
any other Bodies Eyes in the fame manner 
M I Jaw them my felf, tbey would cry out, 
WHAT WoNDERS ARE THESE. 

Fron1 this 'vonderful Variety of the 
P h£-nomena I cannot fix any certain Con
clufrons, only thrs: That it feen1s that 
the Tongues of Hogs being compofed of 
fuch £harp P~rticles, and the Voice of the 
Hog being partly fram'd by the Tongue. 
There is a !harp harih or unpleafing . 
Sound which proceeds from that Animal, 
\vhich is calJ>d in a moderate Exprefiion, 
Grumbling or Grow ling, but n1ore pro
perly and Philofophically after an OnonJa
topoierical F onnation, it is called Gru11-
ting; from the La tine, Grunio, or Grun
dio, to Grunt like a Swine; which Sound 
fufficiently denotes the Nature of the 
B'"'aft. Thefe fharp Particles of the Tongue · 
r)reffing upon the Palate of ~he Hog~ (up- p.u~· 
on whicb I bave often Jlroak d my Fzngers 
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30 Obfervations on the Tong1te. 
upwards and downwards, hut could per~ {w 

ceive no more Roughnefs than if I !Jad hee1: if. 
feelinj!, a piece of Vel"Jet) pierce the Pa- fill 

late fo as to wound it in many Places, of H 
which you have an Inftance in the Figure on 

C. reprefenting a very minute bit of a Cr 
Hog~s Palate wounded after a moit bar-
barous manner. This 1nakes it very pain-
ful and uneafie for that Creature to ex-
prefs it felf, and fo different frotn a Swan 
in its dying Agonies : Since there is no-
thing more harn1onious than the laft Ac- e~ 

cents of the former, but of the latter no- IS 

thing more Difagreeable. Cl 

Thefe long Acicular fharp Particles are ili 
p.121. not aU of them round, hut each of tbem af 

fumes fucb a Figure as Juits befl to tbe 
others to 1.vbich 'ti.s join'd, and fo M to 
leave no Space nor T/fzcuity betwee'n, them, 
itzfomucb that I bave feen Jome of them tbttt 
were in a manne;· of a Triangular Figure. rn 
Hereupon I made a very curious and ufe- fi 
ful Obfervation, being refolved to know I 
ho'Ar many of thefe long flelh Particles, 
or rather flefby Mufcles n1ight be con-
tain'd in an Inch, I confider'd that the 
Diatneter of one of thefe little lVIufcles of 

p. 120. Flefh does not exceed two Hairs breadt!J 
of ones Head, and wben 1ve compute that 
fix hundred Breadths of a }fair does not 

p. ur. exceed the Diameter of one Inch ; it fol-
lorvs, that three hundr~d Diameters ofthefo 
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fmall Mufcles u hut equal to t!Je Diameter 
of one lncb, and confequently tben, tbat 
ninety tboufand oftbe faid fmall Mufcles of 
Flejh make no more than tbe Tbicknefs of 
one Inch. This !bows what a voracious 
Creature Mankind is; who in a fmall. 
piece of Tongue of no tnore than the 
thicknefs of one Inch, can chaw and 
fwallow Mufcles of Flefh which cotnpu
ted by the Diameter of the Hair of one's 
Head amount to and equal a hundred and 
eighty thoufand hairy Diameters, which 
is a Su1n prodigious. But more exaa Cal
culations of this, and many other Things 
fhall be fully demonfirated in a large 
Treatife I intend concerning the Propor
tion of a Hair' s Breadth, to a Cow's Thumb. 

!vly Friend told 1ne, that his Bufinefs 
would not f uffer him to fray very much 
longer, yet ftill he was defirous that he 
might Tafie, or I tnight infpect into a 
flice or two of the Sheep's Tongue, which 
I had prepar'd for him. It was very 
fl:range to fee the Difference of this Speci
fick Creature's Tongue, from that of the · 
Hog's before-mention' d. "The very Figure 
of it is as fn1ooth as the Sound it pronoun
ces, \V hich we call Bleating from the 
Greek f3"AnxdotJ.ru, which neverthelefs in 
my Opinion is more properly exprefs'd by 
the Latin Word, Balo, Ba being the only 
Sound that Sheep, w hi eh I have had the 
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3 2 Obfervations on the Tongue. 
Opportunity of knowing, ever n1ake, tho, 
perhaps in.feveralTones,orNotes according 
to their Sex, Age or Station. That which 
I can neareft reprefent it to, is a fmooth 
bright fhining Strand newly left dry by 
the Ebb, in w hi eh there frill remain ma ... 
ny Gulls of Water flowing down gently, 
as appears in the whole Figure K. and this 
Philofophically explains what feem'd be
fore to be only Metaphors, when we men ... 
tion Torrents, Floods and Strea1ns of Elo ... 
quence, fince they are all naturally in· 
herent in the Tongue, though they have 
been improv'd by Arijlotle and Tully in 
their Treatifes of · Rhetorick and Ora
tory. 

I then told tny ·Friend that by thefe 
Speculations we might eafily fee the feve
ral Ufes thefe various Particles might be 
put to in the feveral Occurrences of 
Man's Life. I fl1ow·d him how the long 
acute Particles of the Tongue, as de
fcrib'd No. H. were proper for Scolding, 
Snarling, Criticifing, Slandering and Back
biting. That the Particles, No. I. had in 
then1felves 1nuch of the Nature of the 
forn1er, and carry'd -vvith them an equal 
Poignancy, but · could n1ake their Sharp
nefs bend it felf and cotnpl y 1s Occafion 
might offer, fo as to produce the E1 ects of 
Lying. The figure E. fets forth the Shape 
of an Eternal Pratler or Tatler, who has 
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Ohfervation.t on the Tonglte. 3 
a Multitude of thefe Particles, whofe 
Sharpnefs is render' d obtufe or blunt by the 
perpetual U fe that is made of them. The 
Figure G. by the Multitude of its Thim-
bles, No. 3· fbo\VS its felf to be Ferninine, 
and the fitft pointed Hillock, No. 4· de-
notes Maundering; the fe~ond Protube-
rance, N°. 5· itnports fcolding; and the 
third, N °. 6. being forked den1onfirates 
Cuckoldom, which is likewife denoted by 
the bottom of the Figure A. tho' there the 
forked Particles feem more conceal'd, as 
being perhaps likely to be received with 
greater Contentment, the Coronet at the 
top denoting Riches and Preferment to be 
gain,d by it. 

The Figure r prefented by the Letter F; 
:lhows the true Nature of Pleading and 
Haranguing, the Streams of Eloquence 
flowing fron1 the Root in feveral Rivulets, 
No. 1. but tenninating ftill .in a Poignancy 
or Pungency, which is not ungrateful, but' 
rather tickles than offends the Ears of the 
Audience, after a various rnanner, as in 

· No. 2. and 4· which are what are vulgar
ly called TVipes or Girds, and No. 3· which 
is extretne Satyr. When thefe little Sharp
neflesare wholly renJov'd, then it comes to 
the Sn1oothnefs, which appears in the Fi
gure Letter K. and is proper for Flattering, 
whence all Things flow fo eafily, that 
the Current is not· to be refifted. I was 
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Ob[ertz~atio11s on t1Je Tongue. 
pu~fuing my Notions when tny Friend 
being 1'hirfiy with eating his dry'd 
rfongues' call'd firfi for a 1'ankard of 
frrong Ale, then for a Bumper of Claret, 
and then taking up the Root of the Hog's 
Tongue which was aln1ofi the only thing 
he had left of all four of 'en1: He told 
n1e, t!Jat be had often tbought our Tafle 
proceeds alone from tbe Tongue; but 'With· 
in tbefe f~w Da)'s he was of another Opi.., 

'1Jio-n; for wben be viev..1,d tbat part of the 
Roof' of tbe Mouth, oppojite to tbe top of 
the Tbroat, 1vhere t!Je notd:/d or jagged 

·parts of tbe Hog,s Tongue are determin'd, be 
jttclgcd that ·tbat 71HU tbe Place from 1vbence 
tbe Head did part!J difcbarge its felf, and 

• P· 123. - tbe Matter to be c·aH out 'wbicb comes in
to tbe lvloutb, 1:vitbout its proceeding from 
tbe Lungs; as a!Jo tbat tbere are a great 
1lltli1J P tltts in it 7vl;;icb receive tbe Jvlatter 
1vbit:b be calh the Tajle. Then taking 
another Glafs of ClJret, .he defir'd that 
vithin t\vo or three D;1ys I \Vould get 

him a Hog's Head powder' cl, roafied whole, 
I defir,d it tn'ight be on ~Vednefdr1J', for I 
vvas impatient, and that he having left 
111e. at r ref"'nt in fuch uncertainties' in 
the 11ean titne I fhould cont-inue Tafle
lej:r. 

~1I-



MIGRAT 
OF 

c .c 00'; 

:A Letter roncerning tbe Migration of Cue .. 
koo's, witb thei1· Dejfruflion of Egg so 
And general Remarks concerning Birds· 
Nejf.r, with t!Je Speecb of Birds. Com ... 
nzunicated by Mt.lVlartin Cheaputn. A1.A. 
F. U. S. 

SIR, 
Have often conG.der,d, that it: ~rould be Ph Tran · 
neceifary for a Ufeful Society as \Ve No. 31 s 

1 I 'h . p. I 2)· are, to conten1p ate we 1 t e Migratzon; 
that is, the earning bither to a Place that 
we do know: And the going tbitber to a 
Place that \VC do not kno\ r, of that eele
brated Bird the Cttr.:koo. or I conceive; 
that the Knowledge of the Place of his 
Habitation in 1-Vinter tnay condz!ce to tbe 
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Ibid. 

Migration of Cuc~o' .f. 
Difcoverj of a very pretty Phcenomenon. 

The Bird has Prudence indeed, and 
atts according to the Way of the World . . 
To flay in the Climate where he was well 
receiv'd during the Continuation of Pro
fperity; and then to leave his Benefacrors 
amidfi the Chilnefs and Storms of For
tune, till fuch times as he believes they 
have a frelb Supply for him to fpoil 
them of. 

The Bujinefs I would humbly recommend 
is., that the lvfembers of the Ufeful Society 
aU over the Realm, would themfelves, or 
procure their inquifitive Friends, to obferve 
and note down the very Day they fir(l fee or 
hear of the Approach of that Migratory Bird 
the Cuckoo. 

To promote this the more EffeClually, 
1n my Judgment, it might not be irnpro· 
per for the Secretaries of our Society to 
fend circular Letters to all School-ma .. 
fiers, School-mtfireifes, and to all Perfons 
bearing a Rule and Authority over Youth, 
that they give full Liberty and Leave to 
thetn to go a Bird's-nefiing as often as the 
fa id Youth may think convenient: For, 
by this Means they n1ay arrive at greater 
Knowledge and Prefennent, than by al
ways poring on their Books. The feve-
1'al Obfervations whicb tbey make ought to 
be communiG·ated to the Society. 

I \\ronld 
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Migration of Cuc~oo' .r. 3 7 
I wo~ld have thefe Lads enjoyn'd to · 

take notice what Day, what Hour, how Ibid. 

the Wind fat when they found any Birds-
e1 s, vhofe Eggs had been fuck'd. For 

,t ·s my Opinion the Cuckoo migrates hither 
lo11g before we generally hear it. And 

· knowing his Voice not to be of the clear~ 
e or- m oft pleafant, continues for fome ... 
tin1e the fucking of raw Eggs, with an 
inten to clear it. 

· 1 ey fhould · Iikewife obferve what 
Nefi it chufes to borrow to lay its Egg 
in; from whence we might probably make 
a good Guefs at the Commodities of the 
Country it comes from, whether fromward Ibid • 

. the Eaff, o1· any other Point. 
Here is a noble Field of Contemplation 

for Lads to ramble in. To confider why 
1ackdaws and Magpies differ in the Stru
cture of their Habitations from Tomtits 
and Screech-Owles. Why fome Birds are 
brought to Bed in Wooll, fon1e in Hair, 
the Martins in Dirt, the Sparrows in 
Thatch, and the Rooks on the tops of 
Trees in Bru!h-Faggots. 

There is one thing which I an1 forry I 
have forgot, tiU the ly1JX or 1Vryneck j1!ft 
flOW come, has brought it to my Thoughts. 
This I take undoubtedly to be a Bird of P af: 
fage: The Wind has flood Sou~HE~LY Ibid •. 

to Day, WESTERLY yejle1·day, EA ~TER-. 
y the. preceding Day, and the Day b~~ 
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Migration of Cuckoo's. 
fore that NOR THE.RL Y~ So that VJe may 

e certa · 1 i - he came to Day, 'twas frorn 
tlic ."'vurb; if Yefl:erday, from the 1Vefl; 
· f on Tut!fday rom the Erlfi; but if on 
Mo_nd{ry, f orn the ~-o, th. Thus by fix
in · t-l c. Tin1e o the B·rd's comiJ?g, toge
ther wuli the Change of the Weather-

ock, a a the blo\ving of the Wind, we 
n1ay 'arri re to that Knov;r ledge of Migra
tion of Birds \vhich will amount to lit-

' le lefs than a Detnonfl:ration. 
But for a Jt-:rther Sa11iple, IjbaU annex my 

Obfervatioz.s la(l Tear. Tbe Swallow came 
i'vlarch t/;;-e ~I it. making a gteat Oz fCiJ at 
his Approapb, as if be _{tzn1 fometbingflrange. 
l was then walking ·in q1y Garden in my 
nc\v Silk -i~ ht-Gown, and a Vel \'et -Cap. 
1\t firfr I thought he n:~ight be furpriz'd 
at fe in n t 1n that- Haoit, as having left 
1 e in a v l! "' ... C11e l;.:rft _rear. · ut upon 
arthei liil'ning to 1im, (being vers'd as I 

fh(l11 liJ.ereaftcr acqua· nt ·_, rou in the Lan .. 
guage of Birds) the ~rfi Word 1 · fpoke 
. 'HincrJy ;.vas Summer, Summer. I fmil'd 
to tny felf, and L1id, JIP'e. Old Ones tlr'nt. 
.~o be caz~~l'Jt -witb Chaff. Summer is a good 
~hing i· deed, but if you'd have rne be
ieve th·.t y u brought it, yo~1 f11ou'd'nt 
otne fing!y. 

Itnmedi' rely afi er L great Confter 1a
~ion, he cry'd Smoak, Smoak, in my old 
!::~~r Sparep)e7l's l(itc en ~h~m~1ey, w hehre 
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Migration of Cue 'oo' s. 39 
he had feveral Years laft paft taken up his 
Sumn1~r's Refidence. 

. The_ Sight was indeed, not only to the 
poor B1rd, but likewife to tny felf, unu
fual. For it was but the Night be ore 
I had buried the L~dy, and her Grandfon, 
Jolly Sir John was that Day got in Po!fef
fion of her Jointure . 

. April the 1ft, I 708. The lynx fi~fl yel-P· 123. 

ped bere, being a Day ren1arkable for fe-
veral wife Paifages. · 

April the 2d. The Certbia or Creeper .P· 1 24~ 
crept here. 

April the 4th. ef py'd the RuticiUa or Ibid. 

Redflart blufhing here. 
April the 5th. 1 faw the )lfartiuand wel- bid. 

cotn'd hirq as n1y r atn~fake. 
April the 6th. The J.,-.igbtingale fi~fl fang Ibid. 

1vitb ttS. · But £he fang the Day before at 
a Ladys in the next .)ari!h, at a Vifit !he 
made there. 

April the 7th. The Cuckoo I WtM to!dibid• 
wcu heqrd by Tbomas Tatler; but he be-
ing a Berfon not of the brighteft Reputa
tion, I could fcarce believe it, ti 11 he had 
1nade a voluntary Affinnation of it before 
the J ufiice. -

April the 8th. I continued from before 
Day break, till it was dark in our .hon~e 
Eield waiting its coming, but \tVlthout 
Succefs. 
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4e Migration of Cuc~o's. 
Ibid. Upon the 9th of A~ril I h~ard it my felf 

·u1ith great Joy, and tmmed1ately (bemg 
no\v a Widower) I pluck' d off tny Shooe 
to fee \vhat colour'd Hair tny next Wife 
\vould have, and found two Red ones, 
which gave me great Satisfaction, accord
ing to an Antient Receipt approyed by 
n1any Experin1ents. 

April the 10, 11, 12; 13, 14, 15, 16th. 
I fpent each Day in doing the fame thing, 
that is, harkning to the Cuckoo. 

bid. April the 17th. I heard the SwiFT or 
BLACK MAR TIN Jqueek in 11 hole at my 
f!oufe, in which it has quietly built forfe
veral Tears: Tho' I never requir'd any 

.t ' hing for his Lodging. His Voice told me, 
that he was fon1ething indifpofed by his 

. Journey. That he hop'd Reft might do 
lb!d~ him good. So it being coldJVeather,he did 

'IZOt fly A.broa..d till fome Days after: When 
the Swallow and Jviartin receiv'd hi1n with 

· a Regard due to fo near a Relation. 
I don't know that I f pent a Month more 

to my SatisfuCl:ion than this upon the Re
ception of thefe tny Migratory Acquain
tance. 

1 know this lVIatter may feem New to. 
(ome. But Mr. Randolpb, a noted Au
l'hor ( \Vhofe Plays and Poems now Bear 
the Fifth Edition, in his Amintas or Im
poj]ible Dowry, p. 206. tells us, that Cz~c-
1 oo's do prefage Cpnftqncy, and then in

troduces 

'· 

\ 



Migration of Cucko.o' 1. 

t~odu~es Mopfw, a learned Augur with 
h1s M1ftrefs Thejlylis, and his Brother Jo
cafius. Where he enumerates the feveral 
DialeCl:s that the Birds ufe in their Lan: 
guage. 

The.flylis. Mopfm, where have you been 
all this live long hour? 

· Mop. I have been difcourfing with the 
Birds. 

Theft. Why, can the Birds fpeak? 
1ocajl. In Fairy Land they can. I hav~ 

heard them chirp very good Greek and 
Latin. 

Mop. And our Birds talk far better than 
they. A new-laid Egg of Sici!J ihall out ... 
talk the braveft P arot in Oheron's Utopia. 

Theft. But what Language do they 
f peak, Servant ~ 

Mop. Several Languages, as Cawation, 
ChirpatifJn, Hootation, Wh~flleation, Crow a~ 
tion, Cacklehation, Sbreekation, Hijfation, 

Th~fl· And Foolation? 
Mop. No- that's our Language, we 

our felves fpeak that, that are the learned 
Augurs, 

The ingenious Mr. D'[lrfey was fenfi ... 
ble of all this, and therefore to divert the 
Town, has in his Play, call'd, The 1'Von
de1'S of the Sun introduc'd the Ki1~gdom. of 
the Birds, with all their Croaking, (:~atter 
ing, ant{ vV~ijp_e~·~ng Language. 

I~ 



Migration of Cu/~o'J'. 
It is a piece 1nay venture to fny, tl1at 

excels any of liis preceding Perfonnances: 
A Subject: fo elevated; a G::onfiftency of 
fo various I mpoffibilities; Such a multi
tude of Characters or Epifodes conducing 
to one fingle Defign; to whirh they feein 
not to have the lcafi Coherence: The 

anguage of the whole, and particularly 
the Eloquence of the Vice Roy in the Sun, 
who flutters Gybberi!h ~f the Auth~r's 
ovvn Compofing . 

. Keelin, See/in, DaUey mazzow, ·goUin 
beUin kendiJ,zngo. · · 

· Garzzockta blowzin 11iinger bounce, Pof 
jla17 gomon. 

1Vorvla kat-r, riggan, wawla kan roo: 

'fliat S~tyrical Genius \vhich he {hews 
oy reprefenting Birds as High-fliers and 
Low-fliers fufficiently declare hi1n a cam .. 
pleat Mafter of the hmblematick and Co .. 
mick Opera. 

He 1be\vs us ·what Snorts the Birds have 
in their Kingdom. T.lhat ~he greatefi in 
Office there are moft <3ay and divertive. 
~nd Sir Pratler Faro~} Favourite and Hi
ftorian to the King : Ana Sir Owl Mou-
er, the Kin~./ Attorney General are made 

to dance after the French Inanner' which 
is extren1ely natural, bp~aufe they are 
~oth Low-jf:1r.r., 

!r 



!Vligration of C1tc~o' s. 3 
It is obfervable, that all along whate

ver occafion he may have for his Birds. 
He tnakes them prefer.ve that Character 
there, which they bore heretofore in an
other. Place. So, Sir Oliver continues his 
Paftime of M~ufing. And Sir Pratler is 
continually calling for his Sack, as being 
allovv' d him by his Prince~ 

0 rare Parrot, Parrot, P arrot~s a Birdfo 
the Kin_g. 

A Cup of Sack for Parrot, quick, quick, 
quick. . . 

His Genius o the Black Bird, t e Em
bletn of Jollity and Contentment, aifum
ing a h un1an Figure, ·defcants on his own 
Freedon1 and Happinefs in the Region of 
the Sun. And fatyrically rallies on the 
Vices of the Under World, pitying us 
iVIortals. f nd chanting forth this tnoft 
fublitue Pindarique. 

TVbi!fi in eternal Day, Terre;', Terrey, Rer- p.67Q 

ery, Rerrey. · 
Hey-Terrey, Ten·ey,jings the Black-Bird, 
1nrl 'What a '/J[orld /Jqve they. 

fhen after a comical Dance of Birds 
· nd other Creatures is perfonn'd, he ~akes 
. he ~~igbtingale finifq. the Sport In a 

., orus
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1Yligration of C1tck,go's. 

1ug, 1ug; Jug, 1ug, ]ug, Jug
The Jolley, Jolley Philomel, 
Upon the Haw-thorn ji11gs, &c. 

But nothing is more pretty ·than his 
Epilogue, where he makes Cits and La
dtes of his Starlings and Wagtales; Beaux 
of his Woodcocks; Snipes of his Low
flyers, and Rooks and Hawks of his High 
ones. 'To whom he joins Ducks anq Geefo 
for good Company. Cuckoos and Owls are 
plac'd in the Galleries, and Swans fit fiilf 
in the Boxes : Whereas, 1vere tbey fwim
'lning in the Thames, there were feyenl 
Perfons prefent, wbom he n.eed not 11ame, 
that would dive to pull of tbeir .fr!ourning 
; tocking.r, denoting that S\vans have black 

eet. 
My Gravity would not give me leave 

o go to fee the l\1achines, nor Nature of 
he. Birds which Mr. D'[lrjey had brought 

upon the Stage; but got one Mr. Slyford 
~o 90 thither every titne of its Perform-

- ~ nee, who co1ning lately into the Coun
trey gave me the following Account. · 
· He fays lie v.ras credibly inform'd by 
the Keeper of the Firft-Gallery; th(lt 
near ad joyqing to the Backfide of the 
Rofe-Ta'!Jern, and contiguous to the Play· 
:Houfe, there is a large Neft, in which a 
fufficient Q11antity of Turtle Doves, a11d 
young Pullets are brought up by fie .aric 
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Migrtttion of Cuc~o' s. 4; 
She Canary Birds to ferve Gentlemen at 
a Rate certain, not only in the Perform-
ance of thefe Hieroglyphical Opera's, but 
likewife on many other preffing Occa-
fions. 

My Friends afk'd him if thefe Birds 
were not Migratory, or kept to any one 
Place more particular. He faid, that the 
chiefeft of them were of the Migratory 
Nature, often moving from the Hay
Market to Drury-Lane, and from Dury- · 
Latle to the Hay-Market. 

He faid, they are at the firft much 
· dearer than Wheat-Ears, Pheafants with 

Eggs, or Ortelans. Thefe at great Ex
pences may be kept for a Year or two 
without any lVligration. But as their 
Price grows lefs, fo their Wandring in
creafes daily, and fometi1nes Numbers of 
the1n pour themfelves down from Drury
Lane, and the Nefls adjacent upon Cove11t 
Garden, the Strand and Fleetjlreet, where 
they become Atnbulatory and N oCl:iva
gous. That as for their Nejfs, it is ob· 

. fervable at their firft fitting, that they 
tnake them in fine Chatnbers, over Down 
and Feather-Beds. That they generally 
advance up t\VO pair of Stairs the next 
Seafon, and may chance to nefile in the 
Cock-loft at the Third; from \V hence of
ten upon a ftTorth-ea(lerly TYind they mi
grate into the Plantatio'lls; but that he 

has 
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has obferved their Return frotn thence not 
to have been altogether fo certain. 

have defir'd my Friend to fearch far
ther into the Nature of thefe Birds, which 
as foon as the Particulars con1e to hand, 
I !hall cotnmunicate to the Publick. 

Som· 



Som~ Material 

E A K 
UPON 

Mr. Anthony Van Leeuwenhoec~;s 

Microfcopical Obfervations 

0 N THE 

ME11BRANEs of the INTESTI~Es, and 
other Trypal VESSELS, commu
nicated by a Grave Matron in 
Field- Lane, long accufiom' d to 
Experiments of that Nature. · 

Field-Lane, April 20. ~709.· 

Gentlemen, 
Take the Liberty to acquaint your Ho- P~. Tranf: 

1zour.r, tbtlt Profe.ffor Slaughter came to~ ;r4• 

"!}' Houfe, Aprjl7. teUing me, tbat he had 
lately 'L'iew'd tbroztf_b a lvlio·ofcope a little 
piece of GuT wl~ich be faid was part of 

tbe 



S Ke»utr~s on Mr. Leeuwenhoeck'.r 
tbe BowELS of a WoMAN: And baving 
flparated a fmall Particle thereof from tbe 
rejl, he difcover'd in one of the thin Mem~ 
branes, of 1vhicb for the mqfl part the Gur 
i5 compofed, a great Number of little Fi
bres and V~ffels wbich lay in great Multi
trtdes over and acrofs each other; as alfo 
fome Particles of Fat -zvhich lay like Bunches 
of G1·apes on the [aid Fibres. He likewife 
obferv'd, tbat about tbe Blood Vejfels 1vhicb 
be difcovcr' d Jhut up as it were under the 
outmojl Membrane, a great many fat Par
ticles !Jing, from whence he concluded, tbat 
tbe WoMAN wbo was tbe OwNER there
of had been very FAT. I made him a 
Curtfey, and told hirn, I believ'd the lit
tle piece of Gut at prefent \Vas the Propf!r
ty of his Worihip; and that the JfTommt 
could not jufily be faid to be the Ownet·. 
l'hat by the Particles of Fat he might 
rightly conclude the Wotnan had been ve
ry Fat: .l\.nd that I agreed with him in . 
that Opinion; adding farther, that fince 
thefe Particles of Fat lay like Bunches of 
Grapes ; It was very probable fhe had 
been the Buxotn Wife of fome Hen-peck'd 
Vintner. It feems that Gentlewon1an, ac
corciing as Mr. Profejfor Slaughte1', had 
the Goodnefs to tell me, dy'd fotnething 
·unfortunately; and thereupon be produc'd 
two D~!Jertations ~ ji1bJrribed 1vitb tbe 
f.."'ame of Peter Evertfe in Ltltin, dtlted 
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Ohfervations on the Trypal Veffels. 49 
March I 2. from whence he explain'd to 
ine, that the Woman to whom that Gut 
he longed~ had be~n hang'd, a"d that in her 
Life-time {he had been trouhled with the 
PaUing~jicknefs. He then laid down two 
very extraordinary Maxims, viz. 

That in /uch -Perfons tU are han._g'd or P· S4• 
.flrangl'd, M thu Woman was, the Circula
tion of the Blood is in a great Mea Jure in
terrupted by the Rope. And this he prov'd 
by innumerable Inftances of Perfons,whofe 
Blood not only ftagnated, but whofeBreath 
had been ftop'd, and their Necks broak 
by that fatal Operation. . 

And Secondly, that there is a great 
difference between a Dog that is hang'd 
for worrying of Sheep, and a Thief that 
is hang'd for ftealing of thetn, becaufe 
there will be a much greater Protrujion of 
Blood of that of a Rational Creature, than 
that of a Beaft, and that th~ formet· has Ibid& 

.. t;reat Concern at that time, and difmal 
Thoughts of approaching Death, upon ac
&ount ofthe deferved Punifhment he under
goes, none of which Things occur to Beajfs, 
who under thofe Circurnftances are alto
gether Thoughtlefs and Unapprehenfive; 
fo that it is altogether untrue to fay of a 
Man that is hang'd, that he dy_'d like a 
Dog, fince his Blood has Jo mu,;h grepter 
P rotrujion. 

i\nd 



~o Kemttrks on Mr. Leeuwenhoeck'.r 
p. sB. And Thirdly, that irt any Juch Accidents 

as hanging, bleeding ~ higbly necej]ary in 
order to give the Blood 1·oom enough for a 
free Circulation. For we mujl fuppofe tbat 
a violent Protrufion or Expulfion of the. 
Blood thro, the Tunica's of the Veifels 
which would there coagulate, tnight be 
occafion'd by the great and Judden Fri~;ht 
and Sorrow., which at that tin1e Jack Ketch 
n1ight put the Crin1inal into. 

To divert him a little frotn this melan
choly Subject, I took a large piece of Dou
ble 1'ripe out of the Kettle, and placing 
it before him in a clean Di!h with lVJu .. 
fiard, Vinegar and Onion jufi: by, I de
fired him it he pleafed to diffea and eat 
of it, and that he was heartily v.relcome. 

I told hin1, that at prefent this 'Tripe 
helong'd to me; that it fonnerly had been 
in the Poffeffion of an Ox; that it was 

. never troubled ·witb the Falling-ficknefs rill 
it \Vas knock'd down by the Butcher, that 
.he n1ighr the rnore eaGly cut its 1'hroat, 

I1id. and in that tnanner it dy.'d, as a great ma-
1!J otber Animals loft their Lives by tb~ 
jpillh~g of tbeir Blood. To this I attribu
ted the delicate \Vhitenefs of tny Tripe: 
\Vhereas belie\'ed I ilionld have found 
the Tunica's or Coats of t/;;e Jmall V ejfels 
extended, and the Blood Pbiltrated tbro' 
tbem !Jinj( dry in little Lumps uprn~ the 
extreme A1embrane, in cafe the Ox had been 

hang' d. 



Oh{ervdtions oh the Trypal Veffelt. S 
hang' d. And I then fhew'd him how very 
fat n1y Dot1ble-Tripe was; upon which 
taking a Picture out of his Pocket, he 
cry'd, Oh I in thefe fat Particles are the p. ~3' 
Grapes exaElly, the Bunch on- _ 
lywants a Stalk. ThePicrure A 
he gave me, and according to 
that Draught a Copy of it is 
here delineated, as . Figure 
A. Then looking upon the 
fmooth Part of the Single
Tripe, which was extretnely ~~.oB.. 
fleak and clean, he produces 
another PiCl:ure, which he did 
111e the Honour likewife to give tne. Pr 
Madam, Jays he, accept 
of this drawn by my own 
Hand , from the Menl
branes before-tnention'd: 
You fee the various Cre
vices in it, a.s appears by 
the Figure marked B. 

Frotn the Crevices in the Hand the 
earned have framed the Art of P almeflry 

or Chyromancy ; frotn the Wrinkles in · the 
Fore-head that of Metapofcopy; but the 
moft noble of all is, that which the Ro
rnans ufed, called ArufPicy or Extifpicy .• 
That great People when they facnticed, 

E 2 c;aufed 



52 R.emar~ on Mr. Leeuwenhoeck'1 
caufed fon1e of their nobleft Perfons to · , 
open and view the Bowels and Entrails f 
of the Beafts ; and thence to foretel things 
likely to happen to the Cotnmonwealth. 
Now Madam, Jays he, when you know 
that an Ox iskill'd for aLordMayor,ora 
Sheriff's F eaft, it will be ea fie for you to 
get the Tripal Parts, and thence to learn 
what would be the Succeffes of the Year 
enfuing. If the Blood jbould be protruded 
fo as to flagnate and lie coagulated upotJ the 
outward Membranes, it would fignifie a 
plentiful Seffions; and that i~ all Proba
bility there would be decent Executions. 
If the Colour of the Fat Particles fhould 
be very Bright and Yellow, it tnight de
note, that Goldfmith's-HaU would be a 
proper Place for his Lordfhip to keep his 
Mayoralty in: If the Figures fhould ap
pear in the fhape of Grapes, as aforemen-

. tion'd (Figure A.) then Vintner' s-Hall 
would be mofi: proper for hin1. And if 
the Crevices (hould appear Reticular, or 
like a Net, then Fifbmonger's. 

Upon this I thank'd Mr. Profejfor, and 
told hitn, that hereafter I \Votlld make 
n1y Obfervations upon the Intrails as they 
came to 1ne : That I was proud to think 
that fo great aN at ion as the Roman fhould 
condefcend to be fkill'd in tny Trade, and 
that fhould make me more diligent for the 
future : That at another titne, if he 

3 would 



Obfervationl on the Trypal Yeffel.r. ~ 3 
would do me the Honour of a Vifit, he 
1hould fee the Crop of the Rand, and all 
the various Mazes of the Honey-comb-
Tripe in Perfection, which by a Micro-
fcope could not but in his own ~reffion 
appear Wonderful. 

Our farther Converfation was inter
rupted by a Patient that came to the Pro
feffor; but when I fee hitn next, I doubt 
not but that I fhall have fomething new 
to communicate to the Publick : In the 
mean time, I hope your Honours will be
lieve me a Well-wiilier to Ufeful Experi- · 
ments; and that I am with due Submif· 
fion, your Honours, &c. 

A 
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Hi!t~rical a~d Cqronologic~l 

CC0UNT 
OF 

CLOUTS. 

Communicated by the 

Ingenious and Learned Virtuofo 

$eignior Giovanni Barberin,i 
OF 

HELSOGNIA. 
Occaflon'd by 

A. PaiTage in the Po.ft-Boy, that the PoPE 
· has lately tnade a Prerent of the fame 

Nature to the Young Pr~nce of Ajluriru. 

H or fotne modern Authors out of 
Spleen and Prejudice, oppofe the 

great Antiquity of Confecrated Clquts, 
ap~ would fink them dow.n many Ages 
~---· · ·· · · ., · · ·· be· 

be 



Of Confecrated Clouts. S; 
beneatl:i their Ancient Dllte and Origi-

. nal: Yet the Primitive Writers are not 
filent on fo material ~ Point of Ecclefia
fi:ical Hifiory, and we have fufficient Au ... 
_thority to trace them as far backward as 
the Middle of the Sixth Century from the 
following Story. 

When Boniface the 'Third was advan .. 
ced to the Papal Chair, with a Fatherly 
Care and Piety becoming fo great a Pre
late, he promoted his Relations and Na
tural lifue to the tnoft eminent Stations 
both in Church and State. One old Aunt 
only was left unprovided for, who had 
many Years lived a Semftrefs of Repute 
under a Bulk in Rome: But it was now; 
thought by his Holinefs not fo Honoura
ble, that fhe iliould longer continue to 
n1ake DowltU Shirts for Footmen, or vend 
coarfe Socks for the unfanCl:ified Feet of 
the Vulgar. The YoungPrincefs of Par-
ma being big with Child, Pope Brmiface / 
was de fired to do a Neighbourly Office, 
and fiand Godfather to the Son and Heir 
that about that time was expetl:ed into 
the World. He being Frugal in his Na-
ture, and knowing what a Heatheniili 
Expence the Luxury of the Tin1es h~1d 
run it up to in prefenting Goffips and 
Midwifes, and giving to Nudes, C.ham· 
bennaids and Butlers that 1n re-
turn for Lamb Jwooll, Cake and Groaning-

E 4 Cheefe-



56 Of Confecrated CloutJ. 
Cheefe- the Child muft have Prefents of 
Silver Caudle-Cups, Porringers, Spoons and 
Suck-Bottles, and thofe often with the addi
tional Expence of pouble-gilt. Having 
therefore tnaturel y ~o~fider' d thefeThings, 
he very prudently makes an accurate Col· 
!eel: ion of old S4i rts3. and orders his Sa
gacious Aunt to transtun~ them with her 
utmoft Skill and Managem~nt intQ a Set 
of Child-bed-linnen, which having recei~ hll' 
ved the Granq Ceremony of his Holineifes ~ee 
Benediction, with a plain, but decent Set no 
of Corral, Bells and Whifile- the old La- De 

dy is fent Embaffadrefs e~traordinary wit~ out 
this Spiritual Prefent for the Carnal Po
fieriois of his Young P armzzan Highnefs~ 

To give the better'furn to this new 1\'Iif
fion, three or four old W otnen were laid in 
at the firft Stage on the Road, that were 
order'd to be mightily aflii~ed \Vith the 
Tooth-ach, but the SanCtified Clouts were 
apply'd with wonderful Succefs to their 
lu1ninous Cheeks, that by their primary 
Infiitution w~re ~alculated . ori~y for the or 
blind ones of the future Prince of P arma. C 
Th~y \vere received at Court with that fc 
Excefs of Joy and Gratitude tftat fo un
expeCled and furprizing a Bleiling defer~ 
ved, and as the confecrar~d Bundle promo-
ted the Bearer of them to an annual Pen .. 
fion, a Coach and Six: ·So we niufl: do 
thetn this J uftice to fay they proved wop-
. · · ' · ' · ' derful . .,. . .. . ~ 



Of Confecrated Clouts. '7 
derful and infallible Prefervatives againft 
all manner of Fits, LoofenefsandRickets· 
they did the whole Bufinefs of Black Cher~ 
ry Water and Goddard's Drops; and when 
compleatly fourd, they did not require half 
that Profufion of Soap-Suds that is necef-
fary to reftore cotnmon and unfanttified 
Clouts to a fecond Appli~ation. 

This whimfical Prefent fron1 Old In
fallibility gain'd wonderful Credit and E
fieem in the World, and a royal Confort 
no fooner beg~n longing for (]_re en P ea5 in 
December, and Ripe Cherries at Chriftma&, 
but the next Word was, my Dear I fuall 
never have a good Time of it unlefs you 
get me a Brindle of Confecrated Clouts; 
I can't but fancy I mifcarried the laftTime 
for want of them : Why tl1ere's. the Prin• 
cefs of P arma could h~ve them, I warrant 
you, brought by his Holinefs's own Aunt, 
and a chopping Boy came tumbling out 
after them- and fure my Dear, I atn as 
good as fhe, for n1y Father had a Crown 
on his Head, when hers carry,d but a 
Commiffion in his Pocket. In ihort, this 
fort of W ~r~ was fo much in V ~gue, and 
turn'd to fo ~ood Account, that the Price ' 
of 50000 Crowns was (et 'on thetn by the 
Confi£tory, and a Holy Lumber-Office tred
ed for the Benefit of Infants~ Royal Corn- . 
miffioners of the Child-Bed-Dut] appoin-
ed, ~pd a ~~ndfom yearly Jncproe, by !t 

· · flowd 



Of Confecrated Clout.t. 
flow,d into the Popls Exchequer; And 
from that time forward from the Mighty 
Emperours of the Eafl and Weft, down to 

. the Kings of the Ijle of Man, the German 
Princes, and the innumerable Monarchs 
of North and~ South Wales, they were all 
furniih'd from the Holy-Clout-Office at a 
ftated Rate, from the Whiflle and Suck
Bottle down to the Go-Cart and Leading
Strings. . 

For the Two fucceeding Centuries this 
continued a n1ofi: confiderable and fiourifh .. 
ing Branch of the Revenue of the Papal 
Chair, but then unfortunately catne on that 
long, bloody and expenfive War, known 
by the Name of Holy, which impoveri01-
. ed our Chrifiian Kings and Princes to th!it 
Degree, and reduced their Jllufhious Fa
milies to that low Ebb of Calli, and want 
of the Ready, that for the Space almofi 
of three following Ages our European 
Queens were forced to run on Tick for 
!Jaby-Cioaths, and t1ke in every Ra~ from 
. ome on the Strength of Royal Credit. 'fo 
remedy th~fe grand Inconveniencies, and 
fecure the mighty Sums that Monarchy 
fiood ingag~d for to the Apojloli{,k Cham
ber for Swadling-C/oz~ts, a ~arge and fub
ftantial VeUum Sbop-J)oo~ WflS prder2~ in~ 
to the Audit-Houfe, and a Go~nmiflion of 
a Fore-Man and two Clarks erected, fo~ 

· the fending out of Bills, and w~~ting d~n ... 
~ung 

go 
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Of Confecratcd Clout.r. ~.9 
ning Letters to all Chrif.l:ian Emperours 
Kings and Princes. ' 

And . this ( fays my compaflion~te Au
thor, hke a good Catholick) was that 
unhappy Age, when the great Debts and 
N ecefiities of our Holy Mother Chur~h pu 
her Firft upon fophifticating her good 
St3ple-Ware, and debafing her vendible 
Commodities that !he had hitherto ma 
nag'd with great Profit, Credit, and Re~ 
putation. But now like a decaying Cit, 
the began to put off Counterfeit Coral for 
Good, her Be Us, Suck..-Bottles, and Whiflles 
were not Sterling, and wanted Weight as 
well as the HaD-Mark; £he'd fell you Go
Carts and Rattles for New that were but 
Second-hand, and on her honeft pontifi
cal Word recommend to you Dowlas, Lo· 
crum, or Kenting Swadling-bands for fu
perfine Holland and Cambrick of the beft, 
By which Means, CuftonJ fell ftrangely 
off, and fhe loft the Bufinefs of many 
good and fubfiantial Families. 

About the latter end of the Thirteenth, 
or beginning of the Fourteenth Century, 
out comes Pope Leo with a thundering 
Bull in the Nature of a Commij]ion of · 
Bankrupt againft the Houfe of Auflria~ 
~ight crown'd Heads, and three hun
dred German and Italian Princes, for vaft 
Sums of Money and long Arrears due to 
qe Ho!J-C{out-Offtce and C4a1nber of Ac-

.. countso 
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counts, Commiffioners were appointed to oftl 
meet twice a Week at the Triple-Key-Ta- was 

vern in the Flaminian Way, and a compe- ~age 
tent number of Anathemas in the Nature retnr of Spiritual Catch-Poles .were direClly if- · dfC 
fued out againft all that fhould refufe to frfod 

come in, and difcharg~ their ref peClive In- ~utp, 
cumbrances, or give Bond and Security to nefs' 

the SatisfaClion of the Court.· Cat~ 
. But aft~r many D~lays and Rem on~ ltt· 

firances againft fo publick a Grievance, a i rur 
Compofition was agreed on of five ShiJ,. ft~ 
lings in t4e Pound, and a longer Time al- for 
low~d for paying off the olcl Scores and 
clearing the Debt. A11d to prevent all In~ 
conveniendes of this Nature for the fu
ture, and for the better Incouragernent of 
Cufiotners to bring ready IV1oney, and get 
good Penny-\vorths, the Price of a corn
pleat Set of Baby-Clo,ts, and all neceifary 
Equipments fit for Infants, was funk down 
from soooo to J eooo Crowns ; but then 
it was all clear Gain, you found your own 
Materials, and pay· d only for the Ceremo
ny and BenediClion. l'his Order of the 
ConfifiQ.ry was publifh'd with a tT N. B. 
No Goods. deliver'd without the }lfonq dowp 
or fufficient Security given. · 

In this State of fair Bar.ter and Sale this 
Matter continued till towards the ·latter 
end of the ~ixteenth Century, and t~ep we 
tip~ by the publick Rezifter and Accoun; 
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of the Apo{lolick Chamber, that the Price 
was beat down 2000 Crowns, and a Mort• 
gage .o~ Plate and Jewels accepted for the 
retna1n1ng Sun1 on the Deficiency of rea• 
dy Calli. For the good old Dowager of 
Modena, Anno 1688. being defirous toE-
quip her young Grandfon, his Welch High ... 
nefs's Pofieriors with a choice Set of Ho[y 
Catholick Clouts, and being a good Mar· 
ket-Woman and bard Bargainer, fhe pro
cured a cotnpleat Equipage confifting of 
Mantle, Swathe, Clouts and Whiflle, &c. 
for the Sum of 8ooo Crowns: Tho' it is 
reported by feveral creditable Authors~ 
that his Holinefs at the fame tin1e made a 
folemn Proteftation he was a lofer by the · 
Bargain, and that he ·Gould not have funk 
the Price fo manifeftly to the Prejudi€e of 
the pub lick Revenue: Was it not in hopes 
of Ingaging the Cuftom of the Family of 
D'Ejl, and having the Honour of ferving 
England for the future, that on fome lit"" 
tle Difguft had laid out their Money at 
Qther Shops for near two Ages. But the 
old Lady not having the \V hole Sum by 
her, and the Pope little Faith, fhe vlaS 
forced to fend into Limbo the great Gilt 
Bafon and Ewer that graced the Side-board 
on Coronations, Rina/do, s old Goblet, her 
Earing.r, C1'ojlet and Necklace to her very 
Silver Tea Pql and GQJd Spoons. 

Having 
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- . Having thus given you an Hiftorical an~ 

Chronological Account of the Origin and 
'Crowth of Confecrated Clouts, and of tile 
different Fate and Succefs that has attend· 
ed them thro' fo tnan y Ages, viz. from 
the Sixth to the Seventeenth Century: It 
tnay not be improper in this Place to tell 
you how Authors differ on this Subject. 
There are not wanting Men· of Learning 
and Chara8:er that affirm Pope Joan was 
the firfi: Infiitutor of this Ceren1ony, and 
invented thefe confecrated Prcfents as Re
wards for the N urfes and Midwifes that 
attended and deli ver'd her of three or four 
Nephews, it being contriv'd for their Be.; 
nefit, that other Crown'd Heads fhonld 
pay for her Lyings-in. Perhaps you may 
be furpriz'd at the Expreffipn of being de- · 
liver'd of a Nephew, but that is a peculiar 
Privilege the Pope referves to himfelf, 
let his Children be never fo nJany, yet the 
Moment he is promoted to the Chair, they 
ceafc to be Sons and Daughters like the 
con1mon Offspring of the World ; but 
commence Nephews and N eices fron1 the 
very Hour of his Exaltation. 

I might here likewife tnention a Schifzn 
that crept into the Clout-Office about the 
Ninth Century, occafion'd by Starchanelli 
the Pope's Landrefs counterfeiting the 
Goods, and vending falfe Ware to feveral 
illufirious F an1ilies: But fhe was condem-

3 ncd 
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ned by a general Council for her Crime 
with a fevere Sentence, and afterwards 
growing Penitent, ilie turn'd Camp Lan· 
drefs, \Ve~t to the Holy War, and waih'd 
Foot Sold1ers that had Shirts out of Lov 
and Charity. 

And now, Sir, 11erhaps you'll aik me 
the Ufe and Application .of this Difcourfe! 
which when .you hear, may be very fur
prizing and out of the Way: When I tell 
you it is to prove the Title of Charles the 
Third to the Crown of Spain, to demon· 
ftrate his being the Rightful and Lawful 
Prince, and that the Duke of Anjou has 
no Pretence to, and is only an Ufurper of 
the Catholick Throne. 

And this 1 {ball prove from a Para· 
graph in a late Pofl-Boy now to be feen 
in n1y Repofitory, that his Holinefs has 
made a Prefent and freely given a Set of 
Cunrecrllted (."louts to the young Prince of 
Afluria.r, the Duke of Anjou's ~on: Which 
cannot be done to a lawful Monarch, with
out violating all former Precedents, and 
breaking in upon the very Conftitutionof 
the Vatican. To a private Perfon, fuch 
as his Baker, Butcher, or Shoe-maker he may 
freely give a Benedittion of this Nature 
without Trefpafiing upon Ordinances and 
Statutes: But to lawful Kings and Prin .. 
ces the ftated Price is fet, 'tis out of his 
Power to give, and I dare affirm, that the 

very 

t 
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very Virtue and Quality of the Clout~ 
would be loft if the utrpoft Farthing was 
not 1 aid down on the Nail. J would 
l1etefore hav is Holinefs confider what 

a ~alfe Step he ~s n?ade! and. how far by 
this he has weaken'd h1s Friend Philip's 
Title to the Monarchy of Spain: And un ... 
]efs he fpeedily fends in his Bill, lays 
claim to the Debt, and out of hand arrefts 
him for the Money, this n1ay be brought 
as Evidence ag::tinft him into the Herald's 
Office to invalidate his Pretenfions, and 
may be one fubftantial Reafon to fend 
~im packing from Mad;rid. 

IS. 

1 uft Publiffi~d. 
A Dialogue oetween Timothy and Philathem, 

in which the Principles and ProJetts of a late 
Whimfical Book: Intituled, The Rights of the 
Chri.flian Church, c. are fairly, ftated and an 
fwercd in their Kind: And fome Attempts 
made tO\Vards the Difcovery of a new way of 
Reafoning, iutirely unknown both to the An· 
tients and Moderns-\V ritten by a Layman, 
Vol. I. Price 1 s. , 

A Vindication of the Bifhop of E.t·eter, oc 
cafion'd by Mt. Benj. Hoadley's Reflections on 
his Lordlhip's ·two Sermons of Government. 
Price t s. 

All the new Plays and Novels, and ·moft of 
the new Books are to be had of Bernard Lin· 
tott, at the Croft-Keys between the two Tem-_ 
pl~-Gares..,_n Fteetjfreet. 









conscious longing or remembrance or hope upon nature. \Reflections," "that I enjoy much more solitude. in the middle 
His colourless &enes are like woodcuts, sharp and clear. " His of the greatest collection of mankind in the world, I mean, 
fondness for the indust.ry of m:>.nlimited his sympathies," at London, while I em writing thL,, than ever I could say 
but he compels us io share his rapture in silks and velvets, I enjoyed in eight-and-twenty years' con~ement. to a doso
in a midwife's graduated bills, and in such works of art as late L"l<wd." This pervo.oive seu"e of mward stlence and 
in " Captain Singleton" "put our artificer to his trumpS." \ loneliness stcnls over the imagination _in rcadi~g _Dcloe 
Am! though Roxana in her autobiography grows almost at lus best. How still and close to us 1S Crusoe s toland. 
el9aucnt 9ver her charms of face and shape and unpo.intei\ Th~re is a ;-kv ah~'~uJ,~.t,_)ye . rarely hft our e~es 
t;Kll1, 1 u ll:; llttle eh;e than a srmpcrmg conilctentlahty acrqss to 1t ; out or uttc·r s1lence the clamorous host of brrds fl1es 
the counter. up at echo of hi.:; gun. The :::;. " stretches all around us in 

It is, in fact, the absence of these tl'-Sthetic and introspective , its concave immen.'3ity, ringi1~g a solitude like that of a 
qur.litics in Defoc that is the secret of his peculiar power. It I picture. It is indeed with a ehoeked incredulity that we 
enabled_ him to concentrate his mind, to the exclusion of learn that America itself is in sight when Crusoe ascends ~is 
everythmg eh;e, on the world without. The objective I httle lnll. So too in" Captain t5ingleton" we push sohtanly 
reduced to its common denominator ""as his instinctive aim. on in the company of that little Land of abstractions, the 
He had waited upon life at its crudest and barest, and had twenty-seven maroons, bE>set by unknoVI-'Il fears and bat
tl'ms acquired so wide a knowledge and so packed a memory talions of ekphants, through forest and wilderness. 
of reality that when he chanced to turn to story-telling for But moi'C hmmtingly yet d c::-'-C: ends silence and solitude 
a living it poured out with all the noYelty of an unfailing 

1 

upon the reader in "The Journal of the Plague Year." 
invention. Arl seems needle<s when mero instinct can pro- Defoe's masterly English; compoundCa of the Bible and the 
duce such a bttle masterpioc<> of vcri.::Ji~litude as "The \ raCiest · vernacular, is nowhere else so impressive. The 
Apparition of Mrs. Veal." It epitomiz8s Ddoe's method- "saddler's" narrative enslaves the mind and seems to shut 
of sedulously accumulating detail till the result has. all the off all retreat--the first gossip and stir of distrust and fore
tang and substantiality of fact. The reading of his stodes boding, the accumulative innuendo, the facts and figures 
at their best t.hereforc has the clearne:os and force of an actual that take in. ~heir nakedness ~s siniqter a bearing as the 
experience, all experience, too, far more vivid and preci"e far-off waft of a pirate's aneieut itself; the thronging, 
than that which most of us can gain for ourselves. And l mockii1g, terror-stricken cro·wds ; the quacks and seers 
~w .. h .... v -

1
·ks' 1. -~n lay ic:: never that o·£. the 1nodern "reali::;t," I and occultists; the decpcnin.g lnJHh broken ever and again 

o wa t 1e world ~pyi ng 0 t, · • b · , · · d f . ~ u "t;Ue Ju~vu<>y•c~<n,g r~fuso Y a ·piCrcma cry· and tlwn at lo.st the deserte , grass-
<> expenence, but always carries with it the personality a~d grown street~ the' barred doors the watchmen a.nd t.he 
th~ h~m~nity..,. of its .medium,. nothing ~ t>re~~.lil~ thro.ugh his bell: and t.h~ gathering ru·ifth:g mist of death se4-.f:.H .... · ... ;:;;;1r~:~:.~:.~~~~ vvho.t -~"""~<'thoro of ~tH own JHl.nwuiat.o •~pp~;;-..1 · ··thiol;,ly '-'l'"'-;: ull. --:.;.;:_-~~.-=;_-:.~ .;:--~---= .--=-- · - · . -~ 

-J_A_. ~f~·~~ll~s~J ~~~1J~fl~·c~a=r~w~~~-~~s~,~~~~~11~r~o~Y~n~a~t~lC~l~·n~Jh~a~KL' !nfll~~~t£e~t~l~w~w~ri~l!e:r~·~~·~K~~~w~u!ld~o:r~,~compollutg lum,thou~l. ~wut ocly hi-> own shadow wandor~ng thro~gh 
1 - :<-a - TY).V.St~'r10US 



~~;.;~ti~~:.t~~{~}~~~--~~;~e .tl~~re o-f its~ o~ immcdi~~;·~~~{~i 
and carried its full Rigniflcance. Such romancing h~s all t:he 
fascination of one of those mattH-of-fact dreams m wlnch 
we are spectators of our o-wn actions without the possibilit,y 
of interruption from within or '\vitbout. It is a complete 
absorption of the senses in which the faint rumour that 
accompanies conscious life is stilled-the condensed spectacle 

of the peepshow. 

.t:~LlC.1 <>~: C.•lo.&l t i 1~ 1 M 0. t f •c ;,. C lC .:U "' T 

1::ii·I~H:1y .. ui)on- ali:- ·A·-~h~~~y :f~rm: 
the writer\> shoulder, compelling him, though int.ent only 
on the bare fn.cts and on his own shadow wandering through 
the London of his childhood, to record its mysterious 

presence in his sharp deliberate prose. 
Defoe i-3 read " by schoollJoys and kit-chenmaids, by 

sailors," says l\lr. l\iasefield. It is an entranced but not 
exacting cirel0, perhaps. , And yet it must indeed be an 
imagination a little over-enriched and belletristic, a little 
too fastidiotL<;, that cannot be content to shut out the 
greatest awhile and all the Musea, and fly with Jack "down 
Old Bedlam into l\Ioorfield.s" or with Crusoe and Singleton 
venture out upon the high seas, bound for Friday, or the 

sources of the Nile·.· 

To attain this effect a story must of necessity be a direct, 
personal narrative. There must be no meddling by any 
third party. It is partly for th\s reason, w.e thin:{, that ~11 
Defoe's stories break every now and then mto hlS peculiar 
undramntic dialogue; not merely, as he hims.elf asserts in one 
place, for the sake' of brevity, but in order to a:·oid any ~nter-
forence with what mainly occurs i!1 t:1lk-~ vo1Ce speakmg, a THE ENGLISH!riAN IN CHINA. 
voice rep1yi..'1g. Not for llim the psychologiCal aura, the half
tones, the subconscious syllabling of the "naturalist." _So HousEno'AT DAYS IN CHINA. By J. 0. P. BLAND. {.ti.rnu..-. , 

elementary a reality could, of course, be peopled only 'nth 15s. net.) 
elcmontary intelligcPces. Dcfoe's ~;haracters, ~l?~1.tcst and CHINA. By l\IORTIMER 'M:ENPES. · Text by SIR 
loafit (and little more than amoral hm:·sl:readth drnd?;;; them), ARTHUR DLAKE, G.C.M.G. (M:(mpcs Crown Series, 

never shock us with our O'\\'Il inferionty. They are JUSt such 5s. net.) · ' 
oh\'ious and eve.ryday crf'atures as we must all appE·fl.r THE FACE O.f CHINA. By E. G. K ,EliP, F.R.S.G.S. (Chatto 

to the great outs1d.(~ world that k:1ows not ev~n.s? much as and 'Vinclus, 20s. net.) 
our names. 'Their good and evil ar~ a.c; _rrmutw<" as the CHINA: ITS ~fA.RVEL A...~ MYSTERY. ' By T. HoDGSON 
good and evil with w~1ich a common JUry IS c~ncerned. If LTDDELL, H.B.A. (Alien, 2ls. not.) "' 
indeed it was conP.c1ous craft. thn.t . nH'Jlo. Smgleton. and " Great ' l'lrinces, Emperor:> and ·.Kin~s, Dukes and Ma.r-
Crusoc men so modest. and ordmary m their extraordmary quises, Counts; Knights "-uut no, it all ~hose to whom 
circumstancf's, it was a craft that sprang from rn.ue "·Marco Polo addresSed hi8 rol.ling.iiivOo&tion weN J.$~ 
genius. Defoe descends with Fmch lim~id ease. to, t~ eve!T' book ·which appeal'S nowadays on China 
level 'of the boy who reads of these aroa.zlilg and harmless be left without a leisured · clo.ss. ao ~t 

~·that he CQ~es n~ .~~ ~~ in t~ ~~:W d~ _ _gt.own up· rol:P'l.d that empire to W'~cli • ~!__ __ .. 
oue of the mos t in"lo ~1nnhvC' ·wr•1t0r:-> tne vvor1<l hns pver :::. b:.l.lf-irY t'•~rl.nlnn:> world. 'Vo nro no longer mcrodulous, 

SC'en. Does he not from tho beginning cunningly lot us though it is open to que::otion whether each now witness to 
into the secret that. Cru.~oe's huge p ('ri,1r:ua is .the hopclcs~, Chinese ,,ru.ys of life and thought does not lea\o:o us t~10 
senseless schcrnc we are ~o dh;tressed and dr!hghted o.t lns tnoro bewildered, as well as tl1o rnoro curious. It IS not ltS 
nftcrwanls finding it to be ? \Ye revel in a reite_ratf'd ",I antiquity th:.Lt differentiates the history of Chinese civiliza
told you so." \Ye sit with~lwart C'aught up wat:hmg fntq s . tion fro111 tltat of other nations ; wo are possessed ?f exactor 
insidious perfidies - the ravaged gra1.ws , the prolific cat<>,' the \ knowledge concerning communities quite. as anCien~; but 
noble l<ar>lcss venture out to sea, the muMvable roll of sheet 

1 
in :Mesopotam ia or in Eg)l)t t.bo present IS well mar6:ed off 

lC'ad that; we modestly surmise ~tobmson rmght have from t he p a::;t, the old empires arc dead and gone az:~ the 
thought, of haC'king in to strips. On our ov:n unworth y now have sp rung into exist-ence under ch:;mged. cond1t10ns, 
hNtds fall the fra~nentary and even superfluous h endac- whereas in China, peer back through the millenroums as you 
tion~ of that "Superior Power" wllirh not even tl:e most will, you can detect no apprcciaLle alteration. Hovolution, 
impious of D efoe's auvcnturcrs ever reu.l1y ~ueshrmed- conquest, the rule of alien dyucstioo have done no more than 
Crusoe's " l\1ahometan " whiskers, the fe~ grams of barley 

1 

c_l. 1cckcr tho va· t face of the Chinese bodY politic, and one. of 
spared by the rats, the magazine of muskets, the sea:-caked the acutost of V\T estorn observers has summed up Its pecuhar 

?arrel 
0

(. powder, ~he tol~ac.co pipf' (>vi,~h.hcld a .. sco~~ ot ye~rs) \persistence of form uy comparing it to a cube which when 

111 
the drowned sh1p·boy s pocket ,the x efre~lung ~andker- it is overturned presents exactly the same appoarance as 

,chiefs, the five black wives for the five wlute manners, the\. before. 
mutineers lapped in slef'p while their captain roams th~ By no means the least singula-r chapter in this age-long 
shore ; the Cavalier's saddle stuffed with gold ; Jack's history is that which relates tho Yicissitudes that attended 
hollow tree in the lonely fir'lcl.s beyond the " Blind Beggars " on the intercourse between China r..nd Europe. It begins, 
at Hethnal-gref'n. We do not dream of questi?ni~g, either, 80 to speak, in the middle, for when Marco Polo ~d the 
the hints lot fall h<>re and .there of the sub~,rmmoJ. !-h~ friar~ 8Jld merchants ~-ho were his contemporru:w~ ~d 
hjghwayman does not surpnse us who hears very plam irruncdiato succossors VlStted Cath3y they found Clmstia.ruty 
:Moll's hC'art-brokPn far-away cry, "Oh, Jemmie, come bacl{, already established there by the Nostorians: "which are 
come back!'' nor does Roxana's glimpse of the second- heretics," adds Friar Odoric firrnly, and perhaps not without 
sight, just before, like Lorenzo, the murde~~ jeweller ridts reason, since tho remarkable Christian inscription found at 
out to hiB doom, nor the oft-repeated vendical dream, nor Singanfu treats tho doctrines of the fo.ith in a manner highly 
even the line of piracy on Singleton's tell-tale palm. For figurative to say the least of it. }<'or fifty years and more, 

1 1 • ' 
when the abnormal yic;i:s perf~ctly no~1~ • pcop.e 1~ see~s traders and papal emissaries had the run of the country ; 
nw.Tc-\-y one of those delightful unprobabilitles that diversify but at the end of the Mongol dynasty the yoil fell again so 

dlain rt .... U".do ~.;'~~J~ ! ~d Soc]:~;:~~~d t:at '~:~:c: ~~~:~y a~:.:;~;..;~~:~ tf,~'!:t;~•mCXJ;;:;.~;;v~~ n~~O !':grud~ed 
[li! uc on1.mont to tnake of it purn r 1 , • • , • • • • 0 1~R~ce. _ that thoy la~d re:1ched the legendary Cathay. J(}suit 
~or It •• I.<; J"?0 foc-. ~ ~mnn.tt~ s~1nphC'1ty, ln::. livelong intercRt and 1nissiomuies n.nd the East India Con1.pany reopened 

dchgl1t m hfe , lu~ ev<:'r-fH>sh P.ppi"o.l to the wholo. worl<.l's I rehtions which in "'P1'to of on att"t d f 1. k 1 

1 
·1 , 1 1 · · · ' ' ~ · " < • 1 u e o unuro ·on re uct-

c n a rem, w wt 1er m ngc or sp1nt, that arc the surest proof ·tnco on the P""t of tl Cl · 1 • 

f 1 
. . v . · • .,... 10 uneBo, 1avo resulted 1n notable 

o us gcmus. ~ c,u th S\H'pt back Into the harassed tormented d'"\'el<)pr11011• ·· 0 · 1 ·1 • V · · J · UO o pen. any ( ru y Pf11Jer and it v.ill be st 
heart that, appr.rently d1d not so much a.~ begin to drca,m if '-'Oll do 11r.t fi d · •t . -. . . · range 

f 
. . . : , v • m In 1 some uwnt •on of the dmly str 1 

o romance unhl ItR possessor wcs rJl but s1xty Vf'al'S old of E"urOllC to u· l\"e t 1 't 1 d. . · ugg e . . . . • · - · s JCr cap: a an unplant l er er · 
If en~r beanty appe>ars m lns work, It IS from this clC'ar COllC"'ptl.OilJS 1·n Cl · a f tl f 

1 

r Igious · . 1 '' ' nn , o le \\' ocs o a missiona · 
wdlsprmg. It <:bbecl hopf'lcssly away from the callous distant 1) .. ovince or of e · ; ·' t; 1

, • ry 
111 

a 

Il
l' f " J. " . • . • . ' r crun.n, •• on uetween the 

wor ( .mc·ss o~ toxana, but even m b1~ tedious "Fami.ly over a railwn;u "oncession l·I • th · d 

I 
.. t " t f 

1 
· · · , . ' .1 t,; • · .. 0\\ eso ep1so es 

ust.ruc or, no very nr rcmovec 1n I ... ,s Ideals from those the native 'is not usu"lly reco1·docl l t }· 1 
f " 'l'l C I t T ad " • . . . "" .._, ,, JU per laps a c uo 

o 10 ,omp 0 o r< . esman, m spite of the r<>nl touches sentun' nnt" 1n ttv be foun 1 · l\f ill d' 1 · 

f 1 
. . . . . .... ., . v, ( 1n .1: s. G.n s 1urnorous eu1to A 

o e 1aracter m Its nn.t.ty dmlogne, t.ho one fragmer1t that • of his dnnlinr:r~ , .;t11 6 d · tl t 1 lf . rn . · · 
1 

· . ' ,.. t>· lj 11 • • u urmg 1e pa.s 1a century 
rC'mams m t w mC'mory H~ the opC' nmg talk between tJ1e E d f t · · · · }' 1 · · 'very (' C'a · p-:.fhcted l•y Eur·o•w en the C 1 st· 1 r · 
1:t e boy and !uc:; fath:r. No ~an can recall his C'hildhood peen followed by-the diplomatic e~lkpl' (gcnc:a~I/~a.~:;;•rc 
\Ht~out .dwC"llu~g on Its p~cuhar SC'nse of solitude .. ~cl times su~ld(·n) d the victors. H.or.ewlH' r that in the p ' 
De~o0, "e feel, spent all lns ''Tacked and crowded life 111 yen.rs Chmn. has h('cn maulcd five tim(·s, her c.·•pital twice 
soh~.ude-thc solitude of an acute, restless personal life and h('r fighting c.<tpa.city-<>r rathc·r hc·r ea.pn.city for not 
bcPregccl by business and care, by ,, crowds of fine folks '' :-has been much the sttme all the time .; yet bow much 

" IS Europe now, a-fter the Boxer Pr~:.tGcoJ, than she was 



om: of the mO:st imne;iiln.Eve WJ'it:1~.S. ttw wort.<l __ l~as ever 1. ~ h!:l.lf-inered.nl0tts. world_. "We are no longer mcred~l~us, 
sccn. Does he not from the bcgmn1_ng ct~nnmgly lot _us though it is open to question whether each new witness to 
into the secret that. Cru:~oe's huge pcna.gua lS _the hopele:-;:, Chinese ways of life and t.Lought does not leave us the 
senseless scheme we arc so distressrcl and dP.hghted at Ins more bewilderctl, as well a.s tho more curious. It is not its 
HJtcrwards finding it to be ? 'Ye revel in a reite_rated ",I antiquity that differentiates the history of Chinoso civiliza
told you so." 'Ve sit with heart caught up watchmg fates tion from tlw,t of other nations; ,-re are possessed of exactor 
insidious pcrfid,ics-the ravaged gra~ws, the prolific cats, the knowledge concen}ing corrununitics quite. as ancien~; but 
noble hapless venture out to sea, .the 1mm.~vable ro:l of sllcet in Mesopotamia or in Egy""})t the present IS well mar.ti.ed off 
lead that 'iVe modestly surm1se ~obmson m·zgllt have from tl!e pa:-;t, the old empires are dead and gone a~~ the 
thought of hacking into strips. On our own unworthy new have spi'nng into existence "tmder ch~nged. cond1t1ons, 
heads fall the fragmentary and even superfluous bt>nefn.c- whereas in China, peer back thrcugh the millennmms as 
tion~ of that " Superior Power " ·which not even tl:c most will, you can detect no apprcciaLlo alteration. Revol 
impiou~ of Defoe's ad.~·cut':'-rers ever really q.ueshoned- conquest, the rule of alien dync.: ,tie3 have don~ .no more 
Crusoe's ":Mahometan wluskers, the few gmms of barley checker the va·~ t face of the Chinese body pohtlc, and ono of 
spared by the rn.ts, the magazine of muskets, the sea-caked the acutm;t of \V estern observers has summed up its peculiar 
barrel of powder, the tobacco pipe (withheld a score of years) persistence of form by comparing it to a cube which when 
in the drowned ship-boy's pocket ,the" refr12shing "hnndkc·r- it is overturned presents exl~ctly the same appearance as 
chiefs, the five black wives for t.lw- five white mariners, the before. 
mutineers lapped in sle(•p while their ~aptain roams the J3y no means the least singu1ar chapter in this age-long 
shore ; the Cavf<lier's saddle stuffed with gold; Jaek's 

1 

history is that which relates the vieissitudes that attended 
hollow tree in the lonely fields beyond the "Blind Beggars" on the intercourse between Cltir..a a.nd Europe. It begins, 
at Bethnal-gre<'n. \Ve do not dream of qucsti~ni~g, either, so to speak,~ in the middle, for wll~n Marco Polo ~nd the 
the hints -let fall here and there of the sublrmmal. The friars and mc.::ehants who were lns contemporarws and 
highwayman does not surprise us who hee~rs " very plnin " irrunediato suce0 ssors visited Catlmy they found Christianity 
Moll's heart-broken far-away cry, "Oh, Jemmie, come back, already estn.hlished there by the :N"estorians: "which are 
come hack! ·~ nor does Roxann.'s glimpse of tho second- heretics," adlls Friar Odoric firmly, and perhaps not without 
sight, just before, like Lorenzo, the murdered jeweller rides reason, since the remarkable Christian inscription f01md at 
out to his doom, nor the oft-repeated veridical dream, nor Sinaanfu trf'a'vs tho doctrines of the faith in a mmmer highly 
even tho lin~ of pi m:~ on Singleton's tell-tale ~al~1. For figt;ative, to say the least of it. For fifty years and more, 
whC'n the abnormal YI':n.ts pc·rf~ctly norn~~!. peop.e 1~ see~ns trn.d.ers and papal emissaries hu.d the run of. tho co~try; 

~~~()~!hose d<.'hghtful unprobabtlhles that drvers1fy. but at the ond of the Mongol dyna.sty the voil fell agam so 
plal!l_ fact .. -,li<.>~-- strange and chequered a ·work of daddy- that '"''hen China ·was rudigcovered two hundred 

~~-----. .. ~~~~~~--~~--~~~~~~ .... ~~~~~~~--~~~ .... ~~jl~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~r ~ ?""--



~~~ -DEFOE · toa"iel) A J01.JR~AL- oF THE PLAGUE YEAR; being Ob
servations or ~Iemorials of the :\lost Remarkable Occurrences, .J.s well Publick 
as Private, which happened in London during the last Great Visitation in 1665. 
Written by a Citizen who continued all the while in London. Never made 
puhlick before. E. ~Vult, I 722. FIRST EDITIO"!'. s,·o, original calf, FJNE 

coPY, EXCEEDl~GLY RARE, £12 rzs 
This book was suggested to Defoe by the drcai:i of the plague which had recx,nlly broken out in France: 

and the narrative has an air of authentidty, wliich imposed upon Dr. \leads, who ha<l lY.!en 
appointed to report upon dc~irable precaution~. · He quotes it as an authority in his " Discowsc 

nn llti' Plaeue ," I7I4. 








