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~._ ___ ., 
11--lhCLan<follSp,elalo,. 't • #ti 

A1>uay utan on bis Jiolidq, mpecialfr,:1.f 
Is ~ndiq i.t ill the llalm, but . 
ene"aling allm1t1 ot tbe Comlth cout. 
be excnw for occup.Jlnr hla hoan of 
ciona idlenesa with almost anJ theor, -~ 
almost auy subject. He i■ aL!o dear!, l!j 
titled, if he can secure the conninnce al It 
•ditor, to propound hia theories in U.. ~ 
Havin,: cbeerfUII:, made tb-can-..U,,11 
mrut proceed to say that the tbeorJ.., ..-: 
pounded b7 that able and well-known lill!t 
rian. Mr. J. Y. W. M ... liatet, u lo the artat· 
of certain peculiarities of American e~ 
Hems to u■ quite oae at the ltas&. ho 
theories we have ever come acroa. Th11. 
appears. is, the second conaecntive holid • 
whicn :Yr. Macalister baa spent in Cornw!ll •. 
and on ::Joth occasions be hu been struck 
the "decidedly "Yanilee' twanr'' of the" 
aopbiaticated inhabitant■." Last 7ear t 

f;f'~tue'ii;er ~: c~~";.a1?:!i1~
8 be"~:!J 

the orii:inal oource of that peculiar so-aall• 
nasal inflection w hicb ii 10 characteristic , 
the New Eu11:laodtr (the lnle 'Yankee) a 
in a less degree ot all Li oiled Stalu folk, 
eept perhapa the Virginian." He doe,, 

~i:'a~~-g~~J,;h~nuk.:~:r ·:r6!~!~h ~!f:a:Je• 

~-:1n°dfr t::. :•~:;mi\fti.n~f 1fuili 1?!.~!: ~ 
twanc would soon leaven the whole h1mp 
for," adds he, "of all the tricks of opeeeh , 
ever h,ard there is none so argravatinJ; 
ieatchina: aa the ·Yankee. 1 11 A.a 
the wa7 with so mao7 or us, M 
Macalister'o holld&J life I, so co~ 
pletal7 detached from hia work+daf 
life that he did not anil himoeltot the oopi­
om resources at his disposal tor the examln~' 
tion of the irounds of hi• tbeor, dorin1 the 

Jonie mouths that paa,ed befon, be oouli-<r. 
vitit the far 8outhweatem atiore aad its cra­
tlions and iritereating inhabitant.. Bm now 
that he is amqni: them 1111:ain, the aeme sou 
of their voices bas struck upon his ~ 
theory reViTI,s, and he iovite5 corroborati01t 
or criticism. A good deal more of the lat 
than :-,f the former b..a.s been at his serTice.. 

There are two main ohjections to bis theory· 
•itber of which is tolerably conclusi?a. 
which, bron1ht to bear to«elher. leave it iD 
mangled and hope!... condition. In 

,II.rat place, if 1ibe speech of the " 
•ophisticated" clae1e• in England at ffl 
ent day Is to be ngarded as tbrowin,: 
li&ht at all upon the origin of the twa,, 
current aruon,cthe descendants ofEne:lishme11 
who emigrated more than two and.a balfce 
to.ries a1?0, Corn wall can have no prima facW 
claim to a commanding share of the honor~ 

# For Cornwall is very far indeed from p(B98lll~ 
fni now any mo•opoly of "nasal inflectionn-. 
amon~ Enelish. counties. That element iii 
powerfully present in the Toices of the lower• 

;~~~!~h~~1 :noJkifl~rs~!:f:e~f. I~r ~;:~~~!1 
Forest the other day it wa, remarked te th! 
present writer that Mr. Yacalister need no 
have gone so far West u the Lizard to fin , 
■Dt'2'estions tewards the explanation of tM 
New Eui!land accent And an annoymoua 
correspondent of the Ti~, observel!I tha•:: 

~:~l;,0he8 ::!ii~t~~r::n~0
!1~~t~~nc;~ni~b~~; 

apeech of some of those with whom he con-1 
veraed, that he could hardly believe that th~I 
were natives of that district and not ot liu­
aacbusetta. Bat, m the eecond place, as t 
~rre!pondent just mentioned and othed~ 
point out. not only is there no evidence tba~ 
the early emicranta from Plymouth wel"IJ 
drawn lararely from Cornwall, but there iA! 
abundant cround for believin,,:- indeed, itj 
tnay almost be said to be common know~ 
edge-that the leading spirita among the 
came from other parts of the country. and i 
_particular from Lincolnshire and the Eaatel'Jl1 
counties, where the twang may now be found~ 
and also, we may add, to a considerable exten 
from ~ ottinebamab..ire, where, so far 

. , we are aware, it is absent. rnae 

:~. M~~~jf;t~~~s t~!~;y, :rei~dfcat~
0
bny f 

author. obviously sutfen total demolition. l 
falls-,«s irreparably as Humpt7-Dumpt7, a 
a hornpipe is, if we may 1a:r so~ execu 
somewhat croelly, tbourh uninteotionall 
upon its remains by Mr. Lach•5zyrma, no 
Vicar of Barkin2side. who formerly held 
Cornish living. and who givea it ae his dell 
erate opinion that the • Yankee twani" o 
served by Mr. :l&acalister at the Lizard a 

·""-- ---➔-··-·--,, 

t wanting, SOIDI! of them ~·inv"otvino: the 
teat iBsue now dividin,z: biological pbilos~ 
hers: Can acquired char_acterietics be trans­
itted·! Lor<! Archibald Campbell, in a br,ef 
tte-r marked by a certain flippancy of tone, 
timates that he al way, understood that the 

Yankee twane" Ori•inated in the mode of 
h affected by the Puritan, to diatin11ni1h 

m troll' tha Cavalieri. As a representative 
what was the ereatest house amon2" the 
venanting Lords in :ocotiand, he speaks 
th some authority, aud indeed it may. we 
ould suppose, be taken for ,-ranted, in view 
eountleu contemporary allusions. that in 

eir manner of utterance as well a.a in the 
nor of their talk, their habit. and the 1tyle 
wearinr their hair. the ri11d Puritans did 

Itivate as many distinctions as possible from 
oae wbom theJ regarded aa their worldly 
ponenta. Ao a mark of religious or political 
paration, all tt:1ese di1tinctions have with us 

a Ion~ period ceaaed to e.xist. But it mav 
contendod that aa the .New Endaod States 

ere predominantly aettl•d by Puritans of 
oog character, who had adopted a '"nasal 
flection" on principle. and as the:v married 

ly arnon~ one another's families. a race 
ould crow up and propagate itself with a 

vailing tendency. Which would be culti­
ted from r;eneratien to 1eneration out of 
pact for tradition, to employ the noae in 

h both public and private: and !bat nlti­
ately there wonld be developed a type in 
hich what we know as "'Yankee twang'' 
ould be physicallJ the normal mode of 

b, 
w~ sa7 tbt it may be 10 con­

ended,. Bot of canrse Profeuor Weis, 
lllalin ind bia• a,h<Jol trould atrenuons!y 
'lllaintain the eontraty, ,h we nndel'!!tand 

::!~:f s;:f ~g~i,r.r o1~g~th1:."u::iv:i:e'!r~ 
tion In which n...al intleclion haa been prac• 

' led would be no more ant. from the con­
tion of his vocal or anial machinery, to 

nt on that inflection than the child of one of 
be Pilgrim Fatllers who took pasaa~e by the 

7flower. '"After all," they would say, "it 
lea than three centuries since the practice 
to ~hich ;ou &TP. inquirin2 be5ran, while it 
three thousand years or more since the 

hine:!te began the custom of crampin!? 'W:ieir 
fortunate female cbildren·s feet. Yet a girl 
neYer born in China with the cramping 

one tor her by !iature, so bow can you ex­
t that a descendant of the straitest line of 

'ell' Enrland Puritan• will be born with a 
oae s.nd throat adjusted to the inflection 
rot thoorht proper by an anc•stor in tbe 

J:, seventeenth centun'."' In repl:,ing to 

t!1J 'b~~~'l!i1 "'!~::l~gi,;1:.,r~m~:Si:1~';,h~ 
m Mr. Herbert Spencer, and might either 

ot receiTe it, or receive it in vain. Dr. 
mons Eccles bas a su1:gestion which de~ 
""" mention. He does not think that Sew 

En,:land waa largel7 settled by Coruishmen, 
hut he holds that a large proponion both of 
e~isting Corniahmen and exiatine- :Sew Ena--

nden snfl't>r ti'om "n~, post-nasal. and 
.phar,na;eal catarrh." Ifs thO!e complaints 

IJDnst flourish under co ltions the most 
divene in ffi!ard to humidity of climate. 

,llat this line of investigation looks promising, 
din the hope that it may be punued, we 

ent our thanks to llr. )Iaca.lister for 
ting the whole sunject at the present 
OD, ---~~ ...... 

---------iri:'~~·s P~~~- t;" t':r~~hqu~.~~d ,:g~t.~".1---------------
emigrated in this century to the States, and 
1ubsequently returned to their own country. 

Our feelings towards Mr. Lach-Szyrm&. if 
we were ~r. M.acalister, would be slicbtl . 
linged with hitterueos, and still more aQ, 
towards Mr. Harold Frederic, who writes in 
!Uperior tone to the same effect from thtl 
National Liberal Club. Certainly we mn,t 
not grudge him any oonrolatioo he may " 
able to draw from Mr. Goman·s t~mendou9 

:tfbr~a1J>e~e{o~~d!;fo~~e~~~~o~!~ i!b:~1:ti"v.. 
of lJevonshire, who, on lately revhritiD2' th 
charming county after a coll!i.derable ab!en 

. was powerfully impreseed by the "na1al in 

teg~:~' tb~~~~~~i~g lli!~~~g!~!~11 ': 
R~v0!o1!'t

8
ydr:~c~i.!>17 f~~n;e!_heoya::!~8:ie 

:g:ec!~si~:n~:~:::t !1!:.r~~~h t~:r:~ 
·be called the mother-countife. of that part· 

~u:l~:=sla~ '~i.i~rr.- \i.~'0

.~~ 
,his article. On tho coatrer:,, he attach 
much importance to the presence in 
apeech of the humbler cl'9t!es of DeYoD!lhl 
bi counterpart.11 or exact. dittou t4 •oMa. 
rM "betterment." and efftl pbrate1. often IC 
norantly deacrlbod In thl• country u "Am 
icaniam■, ''-and to the fact that America 
humorous compositions, such as th01e of A 
temna Ward. are freely read in Devonsbl 
without reference to a clossal'J'. The feelings 
of De'fonsbire men a1 to the a!orio111 part 
pined by their forefatben in the bnllding up 
of the New World are, we apprehend, even 
when the7 take somewhat auumenta-
tive expreMion. too aacred· subjectl for 

ft~~~ei~~~1!em ':~~~i:~ to ~! ~~J' t~~ 
10~1nt that the literary accnmplilltment 
alluded to by :11.r. Gorman is ~rhap1 184& rare 
lhan be hu suppoaed in other parts of Kn1-
land than Devon■hire; that elsewhere than lo 
De,001hire there mar be found in use amonc­
tbe common people words and expre•iona 
closely corresponding to 10-called American­
ltms; and that, on the whole, in view of tmcb 

'eonsideration1 H have oeen referrerl to in 
dealine with Mr. Macaliater's thPoiJ'. pure 

[

' and aimpl•. the oredoaiiuant belief i1 llkolr 
to remain that IlOt eTen tbP whole ot the 

f[:•~o': •:t~f :.:!~~d i~:!~~ca~}Y ~~{:; 
twan;:.'' 

Other theories on the 1ubje0t are, !iowenr, 
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THE .ilfERIC~~A.CCENT. 
~ ; '. 

. ,;,, 

"ENGLISH lllPROVED.~ 

From Our ~n Cor'respondent. 
, ! • NEW YORK, Sanday. I T~ American acoent i4 all wrong. a.nd b 

I English ia all right. Tlus axiom underli95 
, "Th& Sooietiy foc Ule Study of"'Spoken 
: English," whicll has just been organised in 

[
: New York, with the phiilanthropic object of 
refol"lniug the Yankee m.a.1u1m of speooh from 
beguaning t.o end. In recent yeam blow after 
blow baa been dealt by purists on thia side of 
the A.tla.n'tie ag.ainst tbE, American accent, btrt 
it waa not 1,1ntil yeet«day that an ,ADK,rican 
Speooh Reform ASl!ooi'llotion was launched. It 
will undoubtedly hue an exciting c:aNlEll', 
because lots of people amongst our popula.tiO'D 
of 85,000,000 object t,9 wha.t they al'Q pleased 
to call ":t.be English accent" just 1111 muoh u 
pl1l'iat& in Londcm objeot te the nasal twang 
and ~ weird int.onat.ioD, which a.re c.'lh&rao­
teristio of many American tov.ril,ta. 

I have seen versatile play critics here WTite 
about M'n. Patriclt c..mpbell's and Mr. Forbes 
i.ob&l'tllon'e "pronouncedly English accent " 
as if t;lagee exponeJ1.t. of 11peech might be ex­
peoted t.o spe&k with a German or Fnmoh 
aooant.. However, too largeet. porti<l'!l of edu­
caited America.ns ad.milt tha.tthe English aooent 
ia the right aeoent for English-spea.kirig people, ' 
a.ad, to aeq~ that valuable asset, many I 
sclwol-teacbers here ha.ni in recent yea.rs 
visited yoar shors, while iit ia quite faahion­
able for people ol means tlO employ En,i;Iish 
!!_tlr91!Ba.nd English'tmors. Most New Yorlte1;1 
w-111 1leH r,w -that the Am«i'8'aA-~. 
"Englim imprON!ld," a'Dd it, is partly to eradi- , 
cate thi. linguistic heresy tbat lfle new eociety 
has boon formed. It has doJH, ~ng 
already by imuing broadcast a circular, givin~ 
a f- prelimina.ry hint.a on how to flpelWt 
English correctly. Here they are : • 

Do not splash yotll' words into each other; 
speak distinctly. . 

Do ~t talk through yonr n03e with your 
throat tight shut. 

Do not get a.n underground railwa,y shriek 
in your efforts to be heard above the r6)&r. 
, Do llot use the same phrase a th~usand 

titne8 a day. • 
Thil circular, it is announced, is only pre-

0 parat.ry to a more ambitious work, but in the 
~meaathne it ia gratifying to hear from mem­
J>ersof the new society that people in the United 
Stateil ah<1uld neglect no opportunity of hea-r­
ing • 1peakers from England, and more 
partroa ly your beet actors and aetreMe&. To 
'this 'ldiDe t body of Nlformers, indeed, what 
is caltid the ~eriean twang is almost u. ob­
jectil,llt,1able,u 9hewing gum or expect-0ra.tu:ig, 
two u'l,ita fon,.etly very pt~en~ on .this l3ida 

1of tlM, . ·tlantilb, lm~ now slead1ly d1sappear1ng. 
J.A ~ to onr•fffl'Iy fledged sciciety the chief 
tdi • y 1n Amea;lci in seouring pu~ speech m 
'the • • nee of -IIChool teachers who are th-, 

~rs of foreipers or of uneducated pet~ 
ilnd, . .wbo have &11 the fault-6 of aco&nt and 

pro unefliiOll that their parents h-ad. They 
ha-nt tlJi&'.iaccent of the city street boys, the 
twang of;ihe Far West,,6r of New England,· or 
tbe d.~ of the South. Nowher• is ·there, 
any eta,aiiard speech required of beachws or 
taught to <lhildren. This has been made mueh 
wol'M b1 the mixtu:,,eof foreign acoenb&, lllang, 
and style of speech, until English i& n~ long· 
recognisable. 

No stepa, the society complains, are ta.k" 
to better this condition, and the .necessity is 
obvjous of 10m-e organised movement to esta­
bli&h and enforoe a standard whlcli must be 
ooligatory before a te&oher shall be qualified 
to take a position in a puhlic school. The direo­
tora of the society include Profe6110r Todd, of 
Columbia Ullri'lllrsity, and other eminent~uqa-

tiollamt.. ' ---- '~! 
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.UISPRU~.,u~-cl.4.TJO .. ',-S~ ~{<, 

I p,-.,ressor W. W. Skeat, in The London GI~~-
1 

/ In an article in ,.,,.he Globe/' Decemb_Er Jl, 1800,.~ 
witl1 this tltle, vanous rn1spronunc1at1ons a.rw-: 
J"dt upon, but it seems to be assumed tlutt. 

, th•:V cannot be explained. .· I 
T·he misuse of the initial aspirate is nothing'. 

new. As shown in my "Principles of English! 
Etymology," Series l, page 35!J. it is found in 1 

the Lincolnshire Romance or Havelok, in, the . 
thirteenth cEntury. I have since shown that ~he 
:.-.is. was written eut .by a Norman scribe. 1he 
pr.enomenon is, of course, due to t~ collision 
of two habits, that of the Norman, who pro­
nounced the "h" in a very few words, but usually 
drc,pped it, and that of the Saxon. whose habit 
was to pronounce it strongly. '\Vhile the Nor­
man was striving to learn 1!:nglish. in which he 
ultimately succeeded, and the Saxon was adopt­
ing- a large number of words into lhe Engiish 1 

tongue, many attempts to irr.itate the pronunci­
ation of unfamiliar words were •made on both 
sides with more :i:eal than success, and the con­
tusion has lasted to the present d;:!y. The Shrop­
shire man alone succeeded in establishing a 
false uniformity by the simple process of never 
pronouncing an "h" at all; so that. at any rate, 
he never inserts one in the wrcng place. The 
misuse of .. h" ;s by no means confined to Lon­
don; it is comm.on (to say no more) in many 
parts of East· Anglia. 

The less of a final ·'r" after a vowel has noth- , 
ing to do with want of education. It is the 
habit of all c!asses in the South of England; 
being, in faet, dialectal. In the speech of many 
(not all) educated Southerners the words 
"morn" and "dawn" form a perfect rhyme, 
though some differentiate them by declaring 
that they pronounce the "r" in "morn," meaning 
t!•~r<e':iy that they introduce in t'::e place of the 
·'r" a taint indeterminate vowel like the "a" 
in "China." But this is only a vocalic sound, 
and not a true trilled "r." The introduction 
of ·'r" in the phra3e ".:l<Iariar Ann" is simply be­
cause "Maria" ends with a vowel and "Ann" 
begins with one; hence there is confusion with 
such phrases as "there he is," the habit being 
that the "r" in "there" is only trilled before a 
word beginning ,,;ith a vowel, whereas in the 
phrase "he is there," the final "ere" is either 
vccalic or diphthongal, if the speaker is a South­
erner. A Northerner would perhaps give it the 
true trill. 

In the case of "clerk" there is no real use of 
"a" for "e"; rather, the combination ''er" be­
ccmes "ar," as i;; ccmmon in old FJ:eneh; so that 
it is of Norman o!·igin. This rule is carried out 
in common spee:ch much further than in polite 
talk; hence we hear of ··varn1in," "sarpent" or 
"sarpint." "'varsity" for "university" and so on. 

The appearance of "a" for ··e" in the wor.i 
"Than1es•• is of diffE-rent origin altogether. being 
the result of the pedantry of the' Renaissance 
period. The Old E11glish spelling \Vas ·Temese," 
now reduced to ''Tem'se," which is quite right. 
But the pedants discover.-d that the Latin spell­
ing had once been "Thamesis," so they w.rote I 
"Tham" instead o! the English ·'Tern." . 

In short, all the phenomena have been fre-' 
quently explained in books that treat of English 
phonetics, but m-e still caviare to the general. I 
have little doubt that this statement will eagerly 
b·c assailed, hut it is not worth while defending ! 

what is sufficiently known to the initiated. There.: 
is no subject re~arding which those who have 'i 
never studied it are so irrepressibly eager to ,

1 
prove that they have not done so as the study 
of English pronunciation. As a fact, the study 

, of phonetics abounds with difficulties, many of 
, which an unpra•~tised ear cannot discern at all. , 

.J 

AMERICANS AND BARBARIS1L 

REPLY T.~ ENGLISH CRITI,~ 

Sy AN AMERICAN GIRL .,,, 

Are ~ericans reverting to barbarism? A 
t:. writer in an English illustrated periodica.l r.,centiy\ 
1 aru;wereil t.'b!s qutitti<ln. in. the al!irmaQvs, and rn a~\ 
l American. magazine devoted to the mterests of 
0 women an America.n writer r"tumed to his native, 
l land after many years' ab~nce reached a similifr con- .l 
~ c]usion, at I.east as far as the American young 

woman is concerned. llis subject waa "'fhe Speech 
' of American \Vomen," and in the strident voices 

0 and lack of distinction in en=iation and in­
~ tonation, as well as in the hoydenish manners of 
.s prese•day young ladies, he perceived a lamentable 
e falling from the gnice that blessed .,ew .England a 
s quarter of a century ago. In all Bost.on and its 
,, envirom he was able to find enly one woman who 
1- in his opinion preserved the pllrity and precision 
J of speech that once waa characteristi\: of all culti­
,11 vat.ed Bo&toniams. 
if The fact that the young la.dies of a fashionable 
.s: and expensive school were finely developed physi­
i- cally, tb.at they possessed many kinds of informa.­
;- tion, and that they had a superb confidence in them-

selves, and a. aupreme indiJference to the opinions 
~ of others, merely helped to mark them as young 
,, savages in the ey.,s • of their critic, who lamenteci 
ir the passing of the ladylike, if inefficient, teacher of 
3, other days, who at least imbued her pnpils with a 
Y gentility that the schoolgirl of to-da.y is utt.erly 
g un,a.cqua.inte<l. with. Wi~h all this has vani.s.hed a 

charm that cannot be oompensated for by a. broader 
8 a.nd more thorough acquisition of lmowlildge, thinks 
I. the writer, who is one of the most ana.Jytica.l of 
,- modern novelists. 
s 
8 

The Engliah writer expresses the opinion that 
J Americans M'-O tendina- toward the ba.rba.rian type 
s· in ph_ygical- appearance, that more and more we &re 

3 
coming to resemble the North American Indians 
whom we have msplaced, not by way of retn1>utive 
jusuce nor by an amaJgamation of the races. It is 
merely the resembla.nce obtaining between one 
people and another beca.use of their common bar­
barism. Some of the qua.lities which he adduced &a 

proofs of our barbaric tendencies seemed to lead 
rather far from the methods of the red man, what­
ever similarity in taste there may be. Our growing 
dependence upon illustration in the newspapers ancl 
magazines and the cumbrous titles and elaborate 
sub-titles given to magazine articles seemed to the 
Englishman_substantia\ proof of a Ja~ from civi­
lisation, as do our advertising methods and our 
pride in inventions. Even if they la.ck conviction, 
such affirmations a.re suggestive. We who so con­
fidently believe ourselves to be in the van of pro­
gress are impelled to mu:e swift denial to any 
accusation of retrogression. We point to a. thousand 
proofs of our superiority and advancement in wea.lth, 
financial activity, commercial enterprise, scientific 
and industrial development, and literary produc­
tion. Whether the q.ua!ity of these achievements 
makes for the truest and highest culture we have 
been at no pains to discover. It is more agreeable 
to assume a conchIBion than to reach it by laborious 
analysis. With ao many se!f-fflli!icient facts at com­
mand we have felt it unneeessa.ry to do more than 
state them. 

CORRECTNF.SS OF SPEECH. 
Even if we a.re willing to concede the prevalence 

of a certain degree ot barbarity, the criticisms of 
the writer referred to do not seem to have got to 
the heart of the matter. With the ~xception of the 

I .1 
' 

l 
i 
' 
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The Old r,;1,,:,ii~h spelling was ·Temese," 
se<luced to "Tem'se," which is quite right. 
,e pedants discovered that the Latin spell­
id once been "Thamesls," so they wrote 

11 ·• instead of the English "Tern." 
short, all the phenomena have been fre­
'Y explained in books that treat of ~nglish 
,ics, but irre still caviare to the general. I 
i ttle doubt that this statement will eagerly 

sailed, hut it is not worth while defending 
is sufficiently known to the initiated. There 
subject regarding which those who have 
studied it are so irrepressibly eager to 
that they have not done so as the study 

<?,iish pronunciation. As a fact, the study 
,,netics abounds with difficulties, many of 
. an unpra,:,tised ear cannot discern at all. 

ua:--:.s!_u. ;::,ome 01 tue quai.ltrns wluch he: aduuceu is : 

\ 

proofs of our barbaric tendencies seemed to lead 
rather far from the methods of the red man, what-

: 

ever similarity in taste there may be. Our growing 
dependence upon illustration in the newapapers and 
ma.gazines and the cumbroUB titles and elaborate 
sub-titles given to magazine articles seemed to the 
Englishman substantial proof of a. lapse from civi­
lisation, as do our a.dvertiaing methods a.nd our 
pride in inventions. Even if they la.ak oonviction, 

, such affirmations are suggestive. We who so COJl­

fidently believe ourselves to be in the van of pro-
, gress are impelled to ma.ke swift denial to a.ny 

accusation of retrogression. We point to a. thousand 
proofs of our superiority and &dvanc-ement in wealth, 
financial activity, commercial enterprise, scientific 
and industrial development, and literary produc­
tion. Whether the quality of these achievements 
makes for the truest and highest culture we have 
been at no pains to discover. It is more agreeable 
to assume a conclusion than to reach it by laborious 
analysis. With so many self-sufficient facts at com-
mand we have felt it unnecessary to do more than 
state them. 

CORRECTNESS OF SPEECH. 
Even if we are willing to concede the preva.lcnce 

of a certain degree of barbarity, the criticisms of 
y the writer referred to do not seem to have got to l 
f the heart of the matter. With the exception of the 
v rather amusingstatementof our growing resemblance 
d to the North American Indian, the charges are j 

those that might be brought against a growing , 
civilisation rath81' tha.n a. p88Sing one. In the 
matter of American speech one is struck with a , 

t crispness indicating the possession of vital e,nergy, 
rather than mere loudness or uncouthness. In con­

y trast with various European peoples we seem rather 
quiet of speecli and our int.onat.ions sound agreeable, 

There was a time when the ability to speak well 
in th.is oountry centred in Bo.ton, and remained the 
prerogative of a. f8W persons in favoured c·rcles. 

h Kow, how-r, it bas become a commonplace of all 
e I educated Americans, and almost all Americans are , 

I 
educated. A German la.dy remarked, "It is iinpos- • 
sible that English llhould be well spoken in the { 

_ United Sta.tes; you have too many foreigners." The 
German mind cannot conceive of the American 
ability to B&Similate a.ll" na.t.'ons and races. As a 
ma.t.ter of fact, the atrong desire and determined 
effort of the foreigner to learn the language of the 
country to whose citisenship he aspires, often helps 
him to acquire a.n accura.cy and proficiency in its 
use wbicb aha.mes the native American. The 
mingling of all classes in the public schools in the 
United States, while it tends to prevent a specialised 
form of speech characteristie of the upper claas, as 
in England, on the other hand, helps the lower 
classes to better speech. Tha.t is what characterises 
American speech, commonp!.a-<>e correctneaa rather 
than distinctive peculiarities. Such a. tendency, 
w.hetber it be admirable or not., is certainly riot in 
the direction of b&rbarism. The same affirmation 
may be made of our manners. We have an excel­
lent average. We lack aomething in elegaru,e of 
diction, we are wanting in reserve, in oo~sure, in 
grace of bearing and gesture, but we are not guilty 
of ma.ny ftagra.Bt viola.t.ions of propriety. Our cha.­
racteristias are thoee of a.n energetic.people keenly 
engr089ed with the praetiealities of life. 

"In our country," 'Isa.id a. puzzled Canadian, "we 
have only two cla.ases-we who are well-born and 
well-bred, and those below stairs; in the States you 
have BO many people who are nobody, but who can 
read and write." Tha.t is a.n advantage that aocr11e1 
to citizens of a. democracy, carrying wiUI iit the cor­
responding detriment of the destruction of pic­
turesqueness and the lack of_ manners and speech 
specialised a.coording to class, if auch a. lack be a 

det.ri.ment. 
Yet we are barbaric. We have swung a.round the 

circle from one kind of ba.rba.rism t,oa,nobher. Begin~ 
·ng wil.h the simplicity that belongs to the barbario 

at.ate, we ha'4¼ paeed Utrough & rapi~ ~e~pmeni 
without taking time for proper &SSllllilat1on, a.nd 
find ourselves in a, cycle of blata.nt oonditions, none 
U.. ~ barbaric becaWle ao oomplica.ted. 
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parallel of 40°, cause numberless colds and 
the national catarrh. This is specially 
observable in New England, where high, 
shrill, nasal voices are so common as to 
have become proverbial. 

A great many New En$'1and women, 
notably those of pure strain and careful 
rearing, have as soft, sweet voices as any 
one would wish to hear, but, unhappily, 
they are not representative. Some of the 
ruralists who dwell on the seacoast, who 
are out in all weathers and whose diet con­
sists chiefly of fish, have disagreeable voices. 
They are of the firmest moral fibre ; they 
are as stanch and true as steel; they are 
capable of heroism, of any sacrifice ; they 
are the daughters of sea kings but when you 
talk with them you are in danger of forget­
ting ,i.11 their virtues because of the lack of 
music in their voices. To a certain extent it 
is so with any harsh feminine voice. It 
leaves a disagreeable impression and fills 
the ear with painful echoes. The American 
voice is not so frequently bad as it seems to 
be, but every time we hear a bad one it 
revives the memory of others we have 
heard, until we appear at times to live 
amid a universal cacophony. We have 
lately grown to be a sensitive, self-critical 
nation, over-willing, perhaps, to expose and 
confess our defects. We surely have far 
less chauvinism than our neighbors (the 
whole ll'lobe is contiguous now) on the 
other side of the Atlantic-the French, 
the Spaniards, the Italians, the Germans or 
even the British. The French, for example, 
have, as a rule, disagreeable voices, hard, 
sharp, nasal ; so have many of the northern 
Italians and most of the Germans. But 
have they ever admitted it ? The English 
are very fond of assailing our voices (theirs, 
for a wonder, are, in the main, remarkably 
good, thanks to their insular situation and 
their deep chests) and grossly exa~rating 
their disagreeableness. They imagine that 
almost every American of either sex inva­
riably shouts and talks, as the phrase is, 
through his or her nose, and they come to 
believe it by supposing that any one they 
encounter in their own land, or on the Con­
tinent, who fails to do this, cannot possibly 
be an American. 

(, 

It is a strange fact and to be regretted 
that so many-not the majority, by any 
means-of our native women, who are 
pretty, cleve,r, interesting, cultured, have 
disagreeable voices. The contrast between 
these and themselves emphasizes the un­
welcome fact, which is obvious in polite 

-, cm::ies in our largest, often in our oldest 
' cities. In the south, where it is warmer 

and less variable, vocal tones are low1 clear, 
round, pleasant, very much as m old 
England. Generally speakin~, latitude 
determines the quality of the v01ce. This 
is manifest from the difference in the pitch 
of the people in Naples and Piedmont, in 
Provence and Champagne, in Greece and 
Finland, in Louisiana and Michigan. 

VOICES OF AMERICAN WOMEN 
BY JUNIUS HENRI BROWNE 

H
ARDLY anything adds more 

to the gratification of social 
intercourse than a pleas­
ant voice, woman's voice 
particularly. Many, even 
among educated persons, 
never cultivate the pitch, 
variation or cadence of the 

voice. So long as they make themselves 
understood without difficulty they are sat­
isfied. The finer uses of the voice, while 
they may be lost on the multitude are 
deeply appreciated by those having a sensi­
tive ear. The tone m which language is 
conveyed answers to style in writing, and 
conveys either an agreeable or a disagree­
hie impression. It either attracts or repels, 
and the difference, in a woman's case, is, 
sod.ally, of the first importance. ls she 
aware of it? Deductively, not, since she 
shows no concern with the subject. And 
in regard to whatever is agreeable, if it con­
sciously affects her, she is apt to exhibit the 
liveliest interest. 
' American women's voices are not gener­
ally good. In truth, it may be frankly 
acknowledged that many are bad, unequiv­
ocally bad ; not, perhaps, in comparsion 
with Europeans at large, but with the 
English women of the better classes, who 
have, on the whole, the most agreeable 
voices in civilization. Of the untrained, 
the uncultivated nothing should be ex­
pected ; they have not the time, if they had 
the inclination. to develop their larynx, 
regulate their organs, or modulate their 
tones. The peasantry of the Old World, 
or the backwoodsmen of the New, are 
naturally as indifferent to such things as 
they would be to polish of habit or con­
ventionality of behavior. Rustic surround­
ings and associations, whether abroad or at 
home, ·are not conducive to external polish. 
For this, the life of towns, with their accom­
panying flux and fiction, is necessary. 

The women of America are unlike 
European women in that they are all on a 
level, political if not social. They are not 
shut out from anything. There is l)O posi­
tion tcr which they may not attain. They 
are more intelligent, more discriminating, 
more intuitive. Those who live in the in­
terior, away from crowded centres, look, 
dress and bear themselves as do their 
sisters in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore 
or New York. They,_ all appear to have 
been educated at the same school. One 
part of their education has been neglected 
-their voices-and the neglect is griev­
oaqJy audible in any and every company 
in most of the northern States. Voice 
is la~ly the result of climate, and the 
long winters, with their many and sudden 
changes in the territory lying north of the 

\ 

But apart from climate, another cause, 
nervousness, materially affects the voices of 
our women. Nervousness is even more a 
natal disorder than catarrh. It is well-nigh 
universal ; it affects and determines measur­
ably the character of the entire nation. Our 
women are perfect bundles of nerves, and 
the consequence is that they lack inward re­
pose when they are in soaety, their excite­
ment revealing itself in their speech, which is 
often high and shrill. If a woman's voice is 
defective she can conceal its defectiveness 
by pitchin~ it low and keeping it there. 
The Amencan woman frequently wants the 
middle register, and when she quits the 
lower she mounts at once to the hi~er 
reipster, and remains at that unmelodious 
altitude. No voice will bear such a strain 
steadily. It must in time break and lose its 
quality, whk!u;,1nnot be r~ . 

Control of the nerves· wouR111ave-a. moct. . .. _,.,_ . ""'. 
desirable effect, as it would, after a while, • 
sensibly alter our women's tones, not 
render them sweet, perhaps, but at least 
take away their stridency. Some of our 
women so surrender self-restraint in con-
versation as to almost shriek, and to 
trouble every delicate ear within range. 
Would they but cultivate quietness it would 
be communicated to the1r utterance, and 
thus work a most welcome transformation. 
Deranged nerves would seem to be, on the 
whole, more hurtful to the intonations than 
the widely-prevalent catarr~J and they can 
be rel1:lllated by severe seu:&scipline. It 
woula doubtless surp_rise and delight hun-
dreds of women afflicted with what are 
called bad voices, to learn by actual experi-
ment how these could be improved by 
zealous study of repose. 

So many young women here waste time 
and money in laboring to sing, when sing-
ing well is entirely beyond them, that it is a 
pity they do not occupy themselves more 
profitably in training themselves to speak 
properly. Not many lessons would be 
required to make their voices smooth, even - • -
agreeable, as we see in young women who 
have been prepared for the stage. TJ:iere 
is no substantial reason why Amencan 
women of average intelligence, notwith-. 
standing nerves and climate, sho~d offei:id 
by their harsh tones. The day ts not dis­
tant let us hope, when the number will 
be ~educed to a minimum. The coming 
century will, in all likelihood, not only see 
a new order of things, bµt will hear a new 
order of voices that it will be pleasant to 
listen to and pleasant to remember. 
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have been to conceive that any serious 
harm could result from making publlc, 
with the permission of all parties concern­
ed, a conversation of the kind in question. 
But they have chosen to pursue a very 
different course and one which can scarce­
ly commend itself to their warmest sup­
porters as consit1tent with the rights and 
dignity of the Canadian Parliament. The 
subject-matter of the conference is one of 
vital importance to the well-being of Can­
ada. We pride ourselves justly on the 
,thoroughly democratic character of our 
instituttions. Members of Parliament are 
the chosen and accredited representatives 
of e1e people. 'l'he officers and members 
of the G0Ver1iment are the servants of the 
people, accountable to them through their 
'representativlls. The position taken by 
the Premier and Mr. Foster, to the efiect 
that all the people's representatives have 
a right to know i,; the result reached 
in any such International Conferen'ce, can­
not be admitteu for a moment. There are 
many cases easily conceivabJe when it is 
of the first importance that Parliament 
and the people should know the steps by 
rwhjch certain results were reached, or the 
causes which Jed to failure of results. 
EYen in their informal discussions at 
Washington, the Gornrnment delegates 
,were not acting, could not act, as pri­
vate individuals. They were still the rep­
resentatiYes of the Government and of the 
country. In this particular case -It is easy 
to see that vast if not vital interests de­
pend upon the positions taken by the re­
spective parties in the informal discussion 
and upon the causes of failure. Without 
such knowledge it is impossible for Par­
Jiament or people to form corr~t_ and just 
opinions as to the manner in which the 
Government and its delega-tses pe~:ormed 
the I"ission for which they had expressly 
soug; a popular mandate, and as to the 
desirability of attempting further negotia-
1tions oi the same kind. In a word, the 
House of Commons will, it seems to us 
fail in their duty to the people, show them'. 
selves remiss in guarding the principle of 
responsible goveenment which a former 
.generation so highly prized, and possi­
bly sow the seeds of future trouble, if they 
do not in this case strictly hold the Gov­
ernment to Its accountability, and insist 
upon the right of the people and the Conic 
mon_s to the fullest information as to the 
attitude Of both their own Government 
~nd that" Of the United States in regard to 
the burning question of commercial recip­
,ocity. 

The idea tbat the Imperial Government 
might have' reas~ns of Its own for wish­
~ng the .in~rmation in question to be 

om the QLnadian pQople seems 
improbable to need • argument. 

a suggestion, if it were really meant, 
Jd be unjust to the Mother Country 
adapted tu give rise to t1urmises 
11 we are sure can have no foundation 

in fact. England has not given us !!elf­
rule with her right hand to withdraw it 
with her left. 

Electric search lights are being adopt­
ed by customs o~ficers in England ln or­
der to avoid the possibility of explosion 
while rummaging for goods on board tan!!: 
and other vessels carrying petroleum or 

• explosives. Ruby-colored lights for the ex­
mination of imported cases of photo­
aphic negatives in a dark chamber are 

a to be supplied to obviate the risk of 
pr ature development.-New York World. 

l 
THE:WEEK. 

SPEECH SOUNDS IN CANADA. 

11 ago; re act ; aa alms ; qq all; ei Yeil; 
ea bear. 

.A letter in a recent issue of The Week on 
"Our National Voice," opens up a very inter-
8ilting subject. It can hardly be denied that 
nriny of our people have rather a harsh way 
of treating their vowel sounds. If attention 
could be directed to this by teachers in our 
schools a great impn,vement might be made. 
Most teachers themselves, indeed, should ex­
amine their own way of speaking and teach by 
example as well as by precept. 

The article referred to speaks 6f what is 
called the flat souff..;: _hf '·a" in many words in 
which other parts of the English speaking 
world use the beautiful Italian sound. This 
"flat" sound is the vowel usually written by 
m~dern phonetisis-Ellis, Sweet, Murray, 
Miss Soames and others-re. It is correctly 
used in such words a~ act, atom, carry, arrow, 
have, hand, madcap : (rekt, retom, kreri, rero, 
hrev, hrel](I, maidkrep.) But there is a tenden­
cy with many speakers in Canada to use it er­
r0neously instead of the Italian (a), written 

phonetically (aa) in calm, halve, calf, psalm, 
palm, and with a few speakers enin in ah, 
father, alms. It is amusing and unpleasing to 
Old Country speakers to hear the Book of 
Psalms pronounced as the B0ok of Sams. The 
Italian °. is sounded with the mouth moderate­
ly wide open and the ton_gue very little raised 
and farther back than ai. .All the authorities 
giYe it a.s the correct sound in all the above 
words: (kaam, haav, kaaf, saam, paam, aa, 
faarlhr, aamz); and in words in which the a is fol­
lowed by r, either a~ the end of a word or fol­
lowed by other consonants, as are, car, far, 
armour, .Arthur, cartridge, Parliament: (aar, 
ka1r, faar, aarmr, .Aarthr, kaartridzh, paarli· 
mant). 

In another class of words such as ask, fast, 
master, France, can't, command, dance, the 
same Italian a is given by many-and I think 
the best-of the authorities. This is univer­
sally used in London and the south of England 
and very largely in Edinburgh and other parts 
of Scotland : (aask, faast, maastr, fraans, kaant, 
kamaand, daans). It is perhaps more particu­
larly with regard to this class of words that , 

usage in Canada tends to (re), which we hear 
(resk,frest, mrestr, frrens, krent, kamrend, dams). 
It is impossible to dogmatise about such words. 
Usage unf1uestionably sanctions both. But 
even those in Can•da who admit the greater 
beauty of the sound (aa) in such words, hesitate 
to adopt it, because*-hl;ly have been accustom­
ed to hear (re) and i seems affected to change. 
If, however, we hon stlydoprefer the (aa), we 
should have the e courage to adopt it 
that we have to dro • any other objectionable 
habit, such as using an ungrammatical phrase 
or a wrong pronunciation. I~ will not im­
prove matters to attempt the use of an inter­
mediate sound betwePn (re) and (aa). People 
who have a difficulty' in striking a sound be­
tween ant (rent) an h:rnnt (hqqnt) (see next 
paragraph) will not ucceed very well in at­
tempting one betw n ant (rent) and aunt 
(aant). .And if any ne desires to discontinue 
the use of (re), it ea only be done by using a 

vowel clearly d.istin ishable from it. 

Another class of words spelt with au but 
usually pronounced ( a), such as jaunt, haunch, 
are often pronouncr by Canadians with the 
vowel in all, awl, ha t (phonetically written 
qq), as (hqqntsh, dzl qnt), instead of (haantsh, 
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dzhaant). This p,.actice also extends to some­
words written with (a) alone. Thus we find 
Chicago pronounced (shikqqgo,shikrerego, and 
even shikaargo); Hochela~a, (hoshilqqga or 
hoshilrerega). The correct sound is of course 
(shikaago, hoshilaaga). The tendency with such 
sp, akers is to carefully avoid the use d (aa) ex­
cept before r. 

Once more, Canadians do not seem to shuw 
care enough in distinguishing the two differeut 
sounds of (a) in.such a word as Canada. The 
first svund is (re), the other two are the "ob­
scure" or "natural" vowel which is found 
also in the unaccented syllable of the 
words ago, ocean, idea, silent, freedou,, 
London, succumb. This is the most frequent 
sound of (a) in the English language, and i.& 
therefore.the sound representd by the later 
phoneticians by the single lett~r (a/. The wo1d 
Canada therefore is (krenada,) but we often 
hear it (krenredai), and I remember hearing Sir 
Adolphe Caron pronounce it (krer.aadaa), which 
is natural to a French speaker and better than 
the other error: Some Americans, chiefly New 
Englanders, would say kmnadei ( ei being a 

phonetic sign often used' for lung a) or kienadi. 
We hear also (eisei, amerikeiJ or (eisi. ameriki), 
for Asa, .America (eisa amuika). T1,is dc,es 
not prevail to any great extent in Canada. But 
we do hear it in the indetinite article a, as in 
(ei n~ren, eihors\, for (a mren·, a hurs1. 

I don't know what is the correct pronun­
ciation of the word ''a" when under stress 01· 
emphasis. I rather think (a.a) is to be pre­
ferred to (ei) or (ai). In all the other 
European languages this is the ordinary sc,und 
of' the letter a, not only in Italian, but in 
French, German, Spanish, and in our own 
Scotch. \Vhen• not under stress the indefinite 
article is of course the natural vowel (a), while 
its other form is ('an') if unaccented, ('ren') if 
under stress. For long a we have given as a 

phonetic digraph (ei). This does n0t imply 
that it is a diphthong, though there is usually 
a perceptible gl de in most words ; that sign 
is used only because there is no single letter 
available. Before r where there is no glide 
suggestive of i, long a is written by Miss 
Soames (ea) as in (bear). ' 

The above all refer to the letter a. Many 
curious points might be mentioned for all the 
vowels and for some of the consonants. On 
the question of Italian a, we are inclined to 
South English usage, as stated above. On the 
sound of long o, of long a (ei), and on the treat­
ment of r before a con onant, I think we, 
should resist the South English practice. 

Two excellent books might be referred to as 
useful for instruc~ion to teachers especially. 
One is called "Pronunciation for Sin gen," 
written by Alex. J. Ellis, thegreatestorthoepist 
who has written in English, author of the 
article on Speech Sounds in the Encyclopa,dia 
Britannica. This book is published by John Cur: 
wen and Sons, London, 1877. It is intended 
primarily for singers, but is in every 'way as. 
useful for speakers, and is the only simple book 
I know oi that cov11rs the ground fully. .An­
other most useful book is an Introduction to 
Phonetics by Miss taura Soames of Brighton, 
with an endorsement by Miss Dorothea Beale, 
Principal of Cheltenham Ladies' College. 
There 11,l'e several excellent works by Henry 
Sweet, but they are perhaps rather too closely 
based on London colloquial speech. 

~chool-teachers ahould give attention to this 
subject and ·a revolution might easily be effect­
ed in the direction <if purifying and beautify­
ing t,he language of

1
our Canadian youth. 

ARCH. McGOUN, JB. 



OSLER UBRAHY 

THE AMERICAN SPEAKING VOICE 

By Francis Rogers 

MAUREL, the 
greatest acting singer this 
country has known, once 
wrote to a Parisian journal 
of seeing Richard Mansfield 
play the character part of 

"Prince Karl," and praised, in especial, 
the facility and verisimilitude with which 
Mansfield imitated with his voice different 
musical instruments and the voices of other 
people. The French artist described the 
somewhat nasal timbre of Mansfield's 
natural voice as being more or less typical 
of the American speaking voice in general, 
and held this fundamental quality to in­
dicate the capacity for vocal development 
that is so notable among our singers in the 
operatic world to-day. But foreign ob­
servers, as a rule, have been much less laud­
atory in their comments on the American 
voice and have discovered in it a twang and 
a strenuous note distressing both to ears 
and to sensibilities. We, on our side, have 
accepted these strictures with meekness, 
admitting their justness and deploring dis­
piritedly our own vocal shortcomings, but 
making little or no attempt to better a re­
mediable situation. 

Some of these critics have maintained 
that, owing to our abominably changeable 
climate, we are all, in some degree, sufferers 
from catarrh, so that our national nose is 
in a chronic state of "no thoroughfare"­
hence our high-pitched and nasal tones. 
This explanation is hardly to be taken seri­
ously, and I, for one, do not believe that we 
are a more catarrhal people than are the in­
habitants of any other country within the 
north temperate zone. Our American win­
ters, so full of bright sunshine and bracing 
air, are, despite the sudden changes in tem­
perature and the occasional severe storms, 
quite as healthful, I am sure, as the dank, 
sunless winters of London, Paris, Milan, 
and Berlin. 

The American voice is not inherently (or 
catarrhally) nasal or unmusical, but it is 
certainly crude and uncultivated. Its dis­
agreeable qualities are due to our generally 
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slovenly utterance and to our neglect of the 
mere technique of speech. Under cultiva­
tion our voices are as beautiful as any. 
Our best actors, a few public speakers like 
W. J. Bryan and President Eliot, and our 
singers in every opera-giving country fur­
nish ample proof of this assertion. As a 
people, we are lamentably careless in our 
speech. Our restless, hasty lives drive 
from our minds the impulse for self-culture 
that would lead us to train intelligently the 
mechanism of vocal expression. 

"Her voice was ever soft, gentle, and low, 
-an excellent thing in woman"-because 
the tones of the voice betokened the lovely 
qualities of tenderness, unselfishness, and 
humility. No organ of the body is more 
truly indicative of character and mental 
states than is the voice. A melodious voice 
attracts us; a strident voice repels us. A 
strain of sentiment creeps into our voice, 
and our hearers sense at once the feeling be­
hind it. A shadow in the voice, and in­
stinct straightway guesses the lurking in­
sincerity or falsehood. A friend of mine 
maintains that he can read character cor­
rectly at the first hearing of a voice. What 
persuasive power lies in a noble, mellifluous 
utterance! Bryan's sonorous, fluent tones 
are among his most effective oratorical 
weapons. 

The physical conformation of the throat 
and head has much to do with the power 
and quality of the voice, but in this matter 
psychology plays quite as influential a part 
as physiology. If we are a hasty, strenu­
ous, and materialistic people, our voices will 
inevitably tell the story, and not till we havr 
mended our tense, eager, self-seeking w? 
shall we learn to speak altogether me1 

ously. 
But it is not my intention here to pi 

the simple life. I wish only to enter a 
for a greater attention to the purely phy~ 
aspects of the question. The study of vo. 
production, whether for singing or fo, 
speaking, may, in a general way, be divided 
into two parts. One concerns itself with 
the column of air, the base of which rests 
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upon the diaphragm, and which passes 
through the larynx and meal cords into the 
resonating cavities of the head; the other 
deals with the processes of articulation and 
pronunciation, which take place entirely in 
the mouth. The column of air is the tone 
itself in the rough; the mouth, tongue, and 
lips mould it into the Yowels and consonants 
requisite for the formation of intelligible 
speech. 

The foundation of good mice production 
is good breathing, and nature will attend to 
this, if we giYe it half a chance. If we 
stand or sit erect, without stiffness, but with 
our backbone straight from its base to the 
neck, the lungs will act freely and correctly. 
Over the vocal cords we have no direct con­
scious control, and the less we try to do with 
the throat, the better will be the tones we 
utter. The throat should always be free 
from any tightness whatsoever. Any in­
fringement of this law impairs infallibly the 
bea.uty of the tone. The driving power of 
the meal machinery comes from the base of 
the column of air, and it is in that region 
only that muscular effort is permissible. 

After the tone reaches the mouth the jaw, 
tongue, and lips shape it into either a vowel 
or a consonant sound. When we sigh we 
breathe out softly the vowel u (as in up). 
When we laugh we aspirate the vowel a and 
say "Hal Ha!" ·when we hum we vocalize 
the consonant m. These are all spontane­
ous utterances that we do not need to be 
taught, but in the study of a complicated 
and highly developed language like Eng­
lish we must learn to form consciously and 
correctly the many vowel and consonant 
sounds. A deaf child may be taught to 
speak by a system known as "visible 
speech," by means of which, under the 
guidance of the eye alone, the tongue, lips, 
and jaw are trained to assume the correct 
positions for the production of the desired 
sounds. By this system it is possible to cor­
rect defects of utterance and crudities of ac­
cent in all languages. There is practically 
no difference in accent or inflection between 
the best American and the best English 
actors, and this is because both have 
trained themselves out of the dialectic 
and provincial peculiarities with which 
their speech may originally have been 
afflicted and now speak on a higher 
level of' excellence which is common to 
both countries. 

An element of capital importance in de­
termining the general character of national 
utterance is, of course, language, and the 
mice itself is radically affected by the quali­
ties and defects of the mother-tongue. Of 
the four great European languages, Eng­
lish, French, German, and Italian, Italian 
is by far the simplest phonetically. It con­
tains only seven or eight distinct vowel 
sounds, all of them pure and open, and a 
relatively small number of consonants. For 
this reason it is the easiest language of all 
to pronounce swiftly and correctly, and it 
strikes the foreign ear as delightfully frank 
and transparent. On the other hand, its 
phonetic poverty makes for a certain monot­
ony and a lack of resource in the expression 
of imaginative and highly differentiated 
thought. The typical Italian voice is, 
therefore, rather high in pitch, vibrant, and 
penetrating, but not subtle or orotund. 
(The mighty Salvini stands outside of this 
generalization; Novelli does not.) Throati­
ness and huskiness of quality are entirely 
absent. 

French has a rich assortment of vowel 
sounds, pure, mixed, nasal, and covered, 
none of which seem in the mouths of the 
best speakers ever to resonate farther back 
than the front teeth and often sound on the 
surface of the very lips themselves. The 
tendency of the language has been always 
to cast out unmusical and difficult conso­
nant sounds, especially sibilants, and this 
facilitates greatly the emission of the voice. 
France, above all other countries, takes an 
effective pride in the transparency of its 
language and prizes a fine diction so highly 
that even in singers a limpid utterance is of 
more importance than beauty of voice. 
The French voice, consequently, is, like 
Italian, rather high in pitch, and of un­
equalled clearness, but somewhat nasal and 
dry in quality and lacking in nobility and 
sensuous charm. 

German is a noble language, in number 
of words and in phonetic variety second to 
English alone, but its complicated syntax, 
its husky gutturals, its close-crowded con­
sonants, and its deep-toned vowels produce 
a heavy, dark voice, poorly adapted to clear 
utterance or to the expression of the lighter 
sentiments, though unquestionably impres­
sive in serious or majestic moments. 

England and America possess in common 
a language of unequalled richness in respect 
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to both number of words and variety of 
sounds. It contains all the Italian vo~els 
and, in addition, about a dozen pure and 
shade (or compound) vowels, some of which 
are not to be found in the other tongues. 
Happily, it lacks the French nasals and the 
German gutturals. So we have on our 
palette a choice of tone colors g~eater than 
that of any other linguistic race, and, con­
sequently, the material with which to paint 
the very noblest word pictures. To master 
the diction of so rich a language as English 
is, compared with, say, Italian, a long task, 
but it is a question of length of time rather 
than of relative difficulty. 

English as it is spoken commonly in Eng­
land and as it is spoken by the rank and file 
in .\merica presents many points of dif­
ference. The best speech in both coun­
tries is, as I have said above, practically the 
same. England is pre-eminently the land 
of conservatism and tradition-an animal 
with a remarkably prehensile tail, Emerson 
called it-and has preserved many of its 
dialects and old tricks of speech, despite the 
influence of universal education toward 
creating and maintaining a common stand­
ard of purity of accent. We Americans, on 
the other hand, are almost altogether with­
out local or linguistic traditions. We move 
about freely within a territory as long and as 
broad as the country itself, feeling at home 
in every part of it. Our public schools, the 
outgrowth of the oI:i New England system, 
are pretty much the same everywhere. We 
all read the same magazines and derive our 
knowledge of the doings of the whole world 
from the same associated press reports. 
Our national turn of mind, which concerns 
itself with the present and the future rather 
than with the past, and our uniform educa­
tional influences make for a similaritv of 
speech that often renders it difficult to g~ess 
from what part of the country a speaker 
comes. I do not mean to assert that dis­
tinguishing peculiarities of speech do not 
exist at all in our countrv, for such localisms 
as the open o's and th~ flat a's of eastern 
New England, and the softened utterance 
of those Southerners that have been 
surrounded all their lives by colored people 
are undeniable, but these peculiarities are 
disappearing gradually and our national 
speech is becoming as unisonant and as free 
from local color as our national architec­
ture is uniform. 

Correct habits of utterance and, conse­
'l_Uently, an agreeable, melodious speaking 
voice, can be acquired and maintained only 
by one ambitious in self-culture. Good 
schooling turns our faces in the right direc­
tion; it is for our maturer years to decide 
if we are to continue in the path of self­
improvement. \Ve .\mericans have yet to 
show ourselves very wise or very open­
minded seekers after culture. In a new 
country where inherited fortunes are excep­
tional and where almost every man and 
many a woman have had to scratch for a 
living, the task of bread-winning naturally 
assumes a position of prime importance, and 
the average citizen asks the world about 
him not to bother him with responsibilities 
and problems not immediately connected 
with his struggle for wealth. And so this 
average American citizen, although he can 
read and write and cipher, and in his early 
youth has had at least a bowing acquaint­
ance with the humanities, forgets his "morn­
ing wishes') and unreflectingly accepts, in 
their place, "a few herbs and apples." 
Among his forgotten morning wishes is the 
wish to have an intelligent appreciation of 
music, art, and literature. He will listen to 
no serious music; the artistic movements"of 
the day concern him not. His reading-is 
limited to the daily papers, the cheaper 
magazines, and an occasional "best-seller." 
His correspondence passes through the 
hands of a stenographer and his epistolary 
style becomes altogether commercial and 
journalistic. 

With a horizon limited to the stretch of 
his ambition to become rich and to help his 
family up in the social world, it is small 
wonder that our average citizen never even 
so much as turns his mind toward the sub­
ject of the correct and elegant utterance of 
his thoughts. Enough for him if he makes 
himself understood i,n the give and tak~ of 
his hasty life. Caring nothing for the beau­
ty of his own utterance, he sets a wretched 
example to his children, and thoughtlessly 
leaves to the school the responsibility for 
training them to express themselves in me­
lodious speech. The school, in its turn, has 
little or no time to give to voice-training, 
and the result is that the child reaches ma­
turity almost entirely unversed in this im­
portant branch of culture. 

A mellow, sonorous voice is rare in any 
country. Its beauty in the rough is usually 
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due to an harmonious nature and good 
health, but just as by conscious effort we are 
able to harmonize our natures and improve 
our health, so also may we cultivate in our­
selves a spontaneous, simple, and agreeable 
utterance in well-controlled and well-modu­
lated tones. Such an utterance brings out 
all the potential beauty of the natural voice 
and is within the capacity of everybody. 
So long as we remain a nation of mere 
money-seekers, so long shall we speak in 
dry, eager, money-seeking voices, and it is 
only as we begin to realize (as, indeed, an 
ever-increasing number of Americans are 
beginning to realize) that material success 
is only a small part of the real success of 
life, that we shall place a proper estimate on 
the substantial value of a well-trained voice. 

We are already agreed that every child 
ought to have some training in drawing and 
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music, even though in later life he may 
never put it to any regular use, but everY. 
child, except the dumb, is sure to use his 
voice daily as long as he lives. \Vhy not, 
then, have it trained and developed to its 
full capacity for beauty and power? Its 
eloquence, no matter what his walk in life, 
will be for him a useful and a potent 
weapon, and for those he knows and meets 
a balm and a delight. 

Foreigners may reproach us for our un­
musical voices; the remedy lies ·with our­
selves. \Ve have inherited from our an­
cestors a noble and expressive language. 
We have received from nature voices po­
tentially as melodious as those of any other 
people. Let us strive, then, by every 
means in our power to make our voices and 
utterances as noble and expressive as the 
language of our inheritance. 

II 
·THE POINT OF VIEW· 

II 

HAVING acquired, if not celebrity, at 
least that measure of notoriety that 
makes one available for the purposes 

of our daily press, I was not long ago solicited 
to lend my attention for an hour or two to a 
searching inquiry into my past life, to retrace 
the first steps of my career, to explain the 
methods of my work, the services of my in­
spiration, my future projects, and, by natural 
progression, to elucidate any theories I might 
have to account for the happy conservation of 
my hair "for a longer period than some of my 
contemporaries," as Whistler once put it. 

I have no word to say against this pleasant 
habit of interviewing, which my publisher as­
sures me is not without its uses in the upward 

climb to the ranks of the "best sell-Entertaining 
Angels 
Unawares 

ers," for it is so firmly established in 
our manners and customs that few 

escape it; unless, perhaps, to question if its 
wide-spread benefits are not diminished by their 
very quantity. Still less shall my voice be 
raised against the practitioners who are em­
ployed upon this delicate inquest into the per­
sonality and the work of those who happen to 
travel under the search-light along the pathway 
of momentary notoriety. They conduct their 

difficult task with all the consideration possi­
ble, and are generally willing to submit their 
report to the interYiewed to avoid misquotation; 
so that the public can rest assured that in the 
majority of cases the disclosure of details con­
cerning the work or the personal appearance of 
one of our celebrities has been carefully edited 
by its subject and thus possesses autobio­
graphic value. 

In the present instance at least, these con­
ditions were carefully observed, and the emis­
ary of the press being a charming young person 
with a properly high appreciation of her call­
ing, nothing could exceed the chirurgical skill 
with which the journalistic probe was handled 
-quite without the infliction of pain to the 
patient. A few days later I was enabled to 
read the interview in manuscript, and, beyond 
a certain surprise at the well-rounded periods 
and a certain soulful tone into which my conver­
sation had apparently lapsed, I was pleased to 
recognize its general integrity and was able, in 
journalistic phrase, to release it for publication. 

But of this momentous experience there re­
mains one impression and certain reflections 
born of it, which from slowness of perception I 
fear I did not make clear to my fair interviewer; 
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