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¢ St. Thelema. English literature honor paper,
1911, a skit, signed by ‘ E. Y. Davis ’.

‘ Renal stone, an auto-clinique’, written at
Oxford ; incomplete.

‘ An introduction to the study . .. of medicine,
a pocket companion.’

‘ The nervousness of American women ’ (1909 ?). |

‘ The Transatlantic voice.’ |

Miscellaneous notes. i

‘ The Marsh Market’, by ‘E. Y. D.’, 1895, an !
election parody on Keats (printed in no. 7746, i, i
P- 424).

FROM

THE LIBRARY
OF
SIR WILLIAM OSLER, BART.

OXFORD
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: YANKEE
From the London Spectat

| I
I

: A busy man on his holid

| 18 spending it in the b

enervating climate of

be excused for oe upy

ay, especially if h¢
almy but somewha
the Cornish coast, maj
{ N e, : ing his hours of deli
clous idleness with almost any theory oy
ia_lmosr any subject. He is also clcarl;‘ er
lll'h‘d‘ if he can secure the connivance (;f tk

id)th. to propound his theories in the Tine

laving cheerfully made these concessions, w

must proceed to say that the theory so x‘m,
pounded by that able and well-known libr
I‘]:HL :\I Po Jonli W. A_\I':u’:u}i?u*r. as to the origt

of certain peculiarities of American speech
seems o us quite ome of the least hopefw
theories we have ever come across. This. i
appears, 1s the second consecutive holida
which )‘Ir. Macalister has spent in Cornwall
and on both occasions he has been struck bt

the ’Ads-‘cidcdly ‘Yankee' twang’’ of the ‘‘less
sophisticated inhabitants.”” Last year thisrlie
experience, he says, ‘‘set me wonder

ing whether in Cornwall might be foun ;
the original source of that peculiar so-calle

nasal inflection which is so characteristic o f
the New Englander (the true ‘Yankee') andr

ro

in a less degree of all United States folk, ex
éept perhaps the Virginian.”” He does no
know, but thinks it ‘‘extremely probable’’ ¢
that a goodly number of Cornish folk were
among the early emigrants 1rom Plymouth, .
“‘and if so; a very little of their leaven of!
twang would soon leaven the whole lump .
for,” adds he, ‘‘of all the tricks of speech )
ever heard there is none so aggravatingly
catching as the ‘Yankee.’” As  ist
the way with so many of us, Mr, as
Macalister's holiday life i3 so com-,
pletely detached from his work-a-day
life that he did not avail himself of the copi-
ous resources at his disposal for the examina-
tion of the grounds of his theory during the
long months that passed before ha conld re-
vigit the far Southwestern shore and its gra-'*
cious and interesting inhabitants. But now |
that he is amang them again, the same sound 1
of their voices has struck upon his ear; his H
theory revives, and he invites corroboration
or criticism. A good deal more of the latter
than of the former has been at his service.
There are two main objections to his theory,
either of which is tolerably conclusive, and cent
which, brought to bear together, leave itin a ,p]
mangled and hopeless condition. In the .
| first place, if the speech of the ‘‘un.
| sophisticated”’ classes in England at the pres-
{‘ent day is to be regarded as throwing any
| light at all upon the origin of the twang
current amiong the descendants of KEnglishmen |
who emigrated more than two and a halfcen~
turies ago, Cornwall can have no orima facia
as “‘betterment.”’ and even phrases, often ig-

ox- i
sk §
edu- |

3¢

3 4
‘adi-|

"W

J‘{l )
dnot wanting, some of them inyvolving the

great issue now dividing biological philoso-
< phers: Can acquired characteristics be trans-
1mitted? Lord Archibald Campbell, in a brief
| letter marked by a certain flippancy of tone,

intimates that he always understood that the
“Yankee twang'’ originated in the mode of
speech affected by the Puritans to distinguish
them from the Cavaliers. As arepresentative
of what was the greatest house among the
Covenanting Lords in Scotland, he speaks
with some authority, and indeed it may. we
should suppose, be taken for granted, in view
of countiess contemporary allusions, that in
their manner of utterance as well asin the
tenor of their talk, their habit. and the style
of wearing their hair, the rigid Puritans did
cultivate as many ¢ inctions as possible from
those whom they regarded as their worldly
opponents. As a mark of religious or political
separation, all these distinctions have with us
for a long period ceased to exist. But it may
be contended that as the New England States
were predominantly settled by Puritans of
strong character, who had adopted a ‘‘nasal
inflection’’ on principle, and as they married
closely among one another’s families, a race
would ecrow up and propagate itself with a
prevailing tendency, which would be culti-
vated from generatien to generation ofit of
respect for tradition, to employ the nose in
speech both public and private; and that ulti-
mately there would be developed a type in

{  which what we know as'‘'‘Yankee twang’

{| would be physically the normal mode of

{ | speech

| We say that it may be ®o _con-

{i tended. But of course Professor Weis-
Tem and s school would stremuously
maintain the contrary. As we nndgrs[and
their position, they would be constrained to

1d of the thousandth genera-
tion in which nasal inflection has been prac-
tised would be no more apt, from the con-
struction of his vocal or aural mgvlnngry, to
put on that inflection than the child of one of
the Pilgrim Fathers who took passage by the
It Mayflower. ‘‘After all”’ they would say, ''it
\ is less than three centuries since the pr‘apuc.t’
into which you are inquiring began, _while it
{js three thousand years or more SInce the

i Chinese began the custom qf cramping their

i unfortunate female children’s feet. Yetagirl
is never born in China with the cramping
done for her by Nature, so how can you ex-
pect that a descendant of the straitest line of
New England Puritans will be born with a

Al hold that the chi

-

norantly described in this country as ‘'‘Amer- fifft.Vi nose and throat adjusted to the inflection
icanisms,”’—and to the fact thath;\merican bing | | first thought proper by an :?ncestolr in Htlg
humorous compositions, such as those of Ar- ving | | early seventeenth century?’’ In repiying i
emas Vs i el e, Rl k| | e o i e
without reference to a glossary. e feelings | i | bald Campbell w ; :
of Devonshire men as to the glorious part .| ¢ from Mr. Herbert Spencer, and might extl;er
plaved by their forefathers in the }ll)uxlgimgup 08T 5 | § niot receive it, (ir receive it t.m va;lni.ch d)ef'
of the New World are, we apprebend, even i { Symons Eccles has a suggestion w -
when they take ; somewhzat alig_lmtlentfm rour | | serves mentio?. }lle dot(a; Sotb;blgé(rgi}:ﬁg::
tive expression. too sacred subjects for { 1 England was largely settie ) £ n,
‘ _argumentat‘ive treatment. As things are, rick.l but he holds that a large prpppmo}\} go%xno_f
| it does not seem becoming to do mr;reh than | | existing Cornishmen and eﬁxstmg' ;le i arizd
| suggest that the literary accomplishment [l Janders suffer from "ng;i, post-nasal, ¢
alluded to by Mr. Gorman is perhaps less rare sand ||} pharyngeal catarrh.” 1If .tl_lose complaints
than he has supposed in other parts of Eng- p ey» I fnnst flourish under conditions the most
lI'Smd th?xn Del}'onshire; gh?t elsgv_vhere than in |urg \ diveﬁf i]n ]'e_gf;\.rd t,(z_ lggrgxr:(igoyksogmcxlxlﬁggg.
evonshire there may be found In use among |5y ' But this line of investig S s
the common people words alr;ddexpresgions : (‘y-; ! @nd in the hop%thit itt mﬁy b’& %g\r{ss\:g;x. Rr)g
closely corresponding to so-called American- |, - resent ~our thanks to Mr. Ma
isms; );nd that, on the whole, in view of such pisnd Starting the whole subject at the present
considerations as have been refﬁrred to in 6/?33’{ deason.
| dealing with Mr. Macalister's theo!y. pure 2 | e e
and simple, the predominant belief is likely {tmqol . oIS U0A ¥oodg !
to remain that not even the whole of the jonw 9 £eAIsnouco uoaq seq |«
great West of England is historically réSPOnsi- sprou ® se onjea 5 i |
ble for the present existence of ‘‘Yankee g9 w Burmp "mm;_% "n‘u' \,\“:»Jf
twang.”’ ~ S e e Y |\ 3%
Other theories on the subject are, however, “>1" p9q sLesre sey stuuey, |
1 '{3:01 uo sBury 10§ 4 yoqew |
ST : L k.
e | L.22035q ouop wopyas |
1qnd
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IS THERE TO BE A PARTITION OF TURKEY?/|

From ihe Independent. ¥

A most extraordinary despatch h'as received
currency, coming by way of a private letter
from Constantinople to Paris. It declares
that Rustem Pasha,, the Turkish Ambassadpr
to London, sent a despatch to the Po#e in
which he said that Lord Salisbury in an
interview had expressed dissatisfaction with
the delay of Turkey in instituting the reforms
in Arthenia, and had declared 1.ha‘tf S’I}]Ch
delay could onl mean the partition of Tur.
k;y.J .I?ustem F’asha has denied the authen-
ticity of the letter, which, even if it were
genuine, it would be diplomatic. to do, The
truth of the story is to be judged from its in-
herent probability rather than from anything
that the Turkish Ambassador has said. ;

No one can have read Mr. Gladstoneis ad-
dress on the Armenian outrages, g‘iel_wered
practically at the request of I:ord Salisbury
and for the purpose of showing that both
Conservatives and Liberals are united on the
subject, without understanding that wh)atev_er
may.be the necessary delay, Great Britain
does not intend that Turkey shall be allo‘wed
a free hand in massacre and outrage. I;ng-
land, taking the lead of the other Powers, is
determined that the Christlar}s in Turkey |
shall be brotected; and she will do this ﬂti
whatever cost. W may expect at any time
to have the definite stutemcng than a British

fleet has gone to Constantino;
S akh Noartitse £ T

ot
halal, Zae. o

likely as it might seem. During the century
Turkey has already lost g very large part of | |
its territory, Greece, Cyprus, Servia, Rou. i
mania, Bulgaria, Montenegro, Batoum, and If
all Nort Africa, and we may almost add f)
Syria, are free from Turkis government, 1{
There remain only Albania and Roumelia in f
Europe, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, and Ara- I
bia; and Turkey's hold on these is very wealk. |
Let the reader now take the map of Euro-
pean Turkey and see what kind of g partition
1s likely to occur. Let it be remewmbered that
the countrieg bordering on European Turkey
are Bulgaria, Servia, Greece, and Austria. Of
these Servia may be left out of the account, as |
having no ambition of her own and . as likely |
to be sSwallowed up in A ustria. Bulgaria and |
Greece both malke a claim for Macedonia, ang |
when the time comes would naturally divide |
the territory between them but for the fact |
that they are both weak, that Greece is very |
feeble ﬁnancially‘ and that Austria ig very
ambitious for the Mediterranean seaport. We
may presume that Austria would certainly
insist upon taking possession of the port of
Salonika, thus interfering with the ambition
of both Bulgaria ang Greece. To do this she
might be willing to give up Trieste to Italy,
keeping the neighboring port of Fiume, We |
may then think it not improbable that Servia
and Montenegro and part of Macedonia will
¢ swallowed up by Austria, that the border
of Greece will be eXtended northward to take
in a gooq bart of Thessaly and Epirus, whije
Bulgaria will take the part of Macedonia not
appropriated hy Austria, and also Roumelia, /

y S

Own to the gates of Constantinople, Con-
Stantinople itself cannot be given to any
Ower; the mutual Jjealousies would- prevent.
We do not

QL See what remains for Constantine.-
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YANKEE TWANG.
From the London Spectator. o
i A busy man on his holiday, especially if he¢
| 18 spending it in the balmy but somewha
| enervating climate of the Cornish coast, maj
b.e en"u:w,l for occupying his hours of delj
| clous idleness with almost any theory oy
la.lmost any subject. He is also clearly er
| titled, if he can secnre the connivance of tt
Fdlt(?r‘\ to propound his theories in the Time
Having cheerfully made these conc s8ions, W
must proceed to say that the theory so pre
pounded by that able and well-known libr
rian, Mr. J. Y. W. Macalister, as to the origt
of certain peculiarities of American speeck
seems to us quite ome of the least hopefw
theories we have ever come across. This, i
appears, is the second consecutive holida

the ".dqcidedly ‘Yankee' twang’’ of the ‘‘lest
sophisticated inhabitants.’’
experience, he says, ‘‘set me

the original source of that peculiar so-callec

in a less degree of all United States folk, ex-
éept perhaps the Virginian,”
know, but thinks it ‘‘extremely probable’
that a goodly number of Cornish folk were

“‘and if so, a very little of their leaven of

for,” adds he, ‘‘of all the tricks of speech
ever heard there is none so aggravatingl
catching as the i

‘Yankee.””’ As is

the way with 80 many of us, Mr.
Macalister's holiday life is so com-
pletely detached from his work-a-day

life that he did not avail himself of the copi-
ous resources at his disposal for the examina-
tion of the grounds of his theory during the
long months that passed before ha could re.
vigit the far Southwestern shore and its gra-’
| cious and interesting inhabitants.
that he is amqng them again, the same sound
of their voices has struck upon his ear; his
theory revives, and he invites corroboration
or criticism. A good deal more of the latter
than of the former has been at his service.
There are two main objections to his theory,
either of which is tolerably conclusive, and

mangled and hopeless condition, In the
first place, if the speech of the ‘‘un-
sophisticated” classes in England at the"pres-
ent day is to be regarded as throwing any
light at all upon the origin of the twang
current aniong the descendants of Englishmen
who emigrated more than two and a halfcen~
| turies ago, Cornwall can have no prima facie
claim to acommanding share of the honor.
For Cornwall is very far indeed from possess-
ing now any monopoly of ‘‘nasal inflection’
among English counties. That element is
powerfully present in the voices of the lower-
middle and working classes of, for example,
Hamsphire and Dorsetshire. In the New
Forest the other day it was remarked te the
present writer that Mr. Macalister need not
have gone so far West as the Lizard to find
suggestions towards the explanation of the
New England accent. And an annoymous
correspondent of the Times observes that
while on a walking tour in South Lincolnshire,
lately, he noticed s¢ strong a “twang’’ in the
speech of some of those with whom he con-
versed, that he could hardly believe that they
were natives of that district and not of Mas-
sachusetts. But, in the second place, as the
correspondent just mentioned and others
point out, not only is there no evidence that
the early emigrants from Plymouth were
drawn largely from Cornwall, but there is
abundant ground for believing— indeed, it
may almost be said to be common knowl-
edge—that the leading spirits among them
cameé from other parts of the country, and in
particular from Lincolnshire and-the Eastern
counties, where the twang may now be found;
and also, we may add, to a considerable extent

from Nottinghamshire, where, so far as
we are aware, it is absent, Under
the cross-fire thus directed upon it
Mr. Macalister's theory, as indicated by i

author, obviously suffers total demolition.
falls as irrepnrnfpl.v as ,.H_nmpltir-,bizm

at ipeis, It we may Say
:oﬁégg’:ﬁh eruelly, though um;nommually
upon its remains by Mr, Lach-Szyrma, now

|

ivi i i is delib-
Cornish living, and who gives it as his d
erate opinion that the *'Yankee twang’’ ob-

| which Mr. Macalister has spent in Cornwall v
and on both occasions he has been struck by

Last year thiAl
€ : ; wonder )k
ing whether in Cornwall might be foun¢ ;

nasal inflection which is so characteristic o t
the New Englander (the true ‘Yankee') ana r

He does not™"“*°

among the early emigrants 1rom Plymouth, .

twang would soon leaven the whole lump .

h as |,

But now |

which, krought to bear together, leave itin a |,
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the cross-fire thus directed upon it, yqnd
Mr. Macalister’s theory, as indicated by it8 pnpe
author, obviously suffers total demolition. It _l g
falls as irreparably as Humpty-Dumpty, |
a hornpipe 1s, if We Tmay say SO, execured ;ppe -
| somewhat cruelly, though unimemi()1m\\y.—_7~pp
| upon its remains by Mr. Lach-Szyrma, now
Vicar of Barkingside, who formerly held a
Cornish living. and who gives it as his delib-

erate opinion that the *Yankee twang'’' ob- w
served by Mr. Macalister at the Lizard and v -
Land’'s End, has been acquired and gpread in %
those parts by Cornish miners who have

emigrated in this century to the States, and

subsequently returned to their own country.

Qur feelings towards Mr. Lach-Szyrma, i

we were Mr. Macalister, would be slightly

tinged with bitterness, and still more_ 80

towards Mr. Harold Frederic, who writes in a

guperior tone to the same effect from the

National Liberal Club. Certainly we must

not grudge him any consolation he may be

able to draw from My, Goman’s tremendous

effort to repair and re-establish his theory on

a broader sundation. Mr. Goman is a native

of Devonshire, who, on lately revisiting that

charming county after a considerable absence,

was powerfully impressed by the ‘‘pasal in-

flection”’ characterizing its dialect; and who

believes that, between them, Cornwall and

Devon may reasonably claim the parentage of

the most distinctive features of American

gpeech. He does not rest this faith merely on
l the persistence, in what may, for the nonce,
| be called the mother-counties. of that particn
| Jar element in the spoken language of the
| daughter-States which is the subject of
{ this article. On the contrary, he attaches

much importance to the presence in the
| speech of the humbler classes of Devonshire,
| of "“U‘*_‘ arts or.exact di { wor T

¥

—i e fact
: compositions, such as those of Ar-
mus Ward. are freely read in De gg re
4 Q_}jt“%nqeto a glossary. The feelings |
of Devonshire men as to the glorious part
played by their forefathers in the building uj
of the New World are. we apprehend, ev%g
when they take somewhat ummm’%@;
tive expression. too sacred: subjects |
arﬁnmentativ‘é treatment. As thlngﬁ. nr’%
it does not seem becoming to do more tha
| suggest that the literary accomplishment
| alluded to by Mr. Gorman is perhaps less r re
than he has supposed in other parts of Eng-
gnd than Devonshire; that elsewhere than in
Devonshire there may be found in use among
the common_ people words and expressions
closely corresponding to 20-called American-
isms; and that, on the whole, in view of suc
considerations as have been referred to in
dealing with Mr. Macalister's theo!y. ure
and simple, the predominant belief is gd; |
to remain that not even the whole of the |
grent West of England is historically responsi-
le for the present existence of “‘Yankee

| twang.”’ 3
Other theories on the subject are, however, -
]




s 2aE UTCUUSHIESS 3 all” o
and wicious forces are drlven out of 1
government of their beloved land, and ur
the conditions of living are such as sbh
enable everything that is good and true
flourish. What is needed is a new crusade
which the followers of Jesus Christ shall
forth in the inspiration and strength of
Cross to overthrow all “political (onuph
and selfishness, and to enthrone in the h
places of the land rulers with ideals. men
fire with the holy ambition to build in t
fair land of ours acxty of God like unto
descending Ierusalem

THE REDEMPTIVE QU U ITYIN LITERATU
From the Baptist Standard.

Glancing, a few days since, through
Walter Besant's Fifty Years Ago, we came
the chapter headed, ‘‘With the Wits.”” '
hook was written and published in 1887,
hat ‘‘fifty years ago’’ would mean, for d
the year 1837. It was the year in which’
toria, a girl of less than seventeen, bec:
Queen of & ngland:—an interesting date,
many accounts,

While ‘‘with the wits” the author of

ook discourses of literature. The date wi
notable one in the history of Knglish lett
Scott, Byron, Coleridgze, the E ttmk Shepht
Mrs, Hemans, were ‘dead, and altho
“nearly all the great writers whom we a
giate with the first thirty years of our cent
were living, their best work was don
Between them and the generation of gi
writers which was to succeed theirs there
an interval of some ten years which stoot
marked contrast to that which preceded
“Phose,” says our author, “who consi
the men and women of the thin
have to deal, for the most part, with a lit
ture that is third rate * °© - * the dull
flattest, dreariest reading thiat can be fo
s~ the shelves is the sprightly novel of

iaty _writtan.in-the thirties”> In the ligl

kind ofliterature, annuals, bearing the nar
Keepsake, Forget-me-not, The Book of Bea
and others similar, had their run of po
larity, while,for lack of attraction in fic!
or poetry, biographies, and books of tr
found their opportunity. It may have seen
as possibly it now seems at times to peop)
our own generation, that of really g
writers in the strictly literary field, the wi
was to have no more. And yet, Carl
[‘hacKeray, Dickens, l'ennyson, and Bro
ing, and in our own country, Emerson, H
thorne, and Lowell were Juet coming on
stage.

The interval in literary history thro
which we are now passing may be thot
by some to resemble that of which we }
been speaking. Not that there is scarcit
production, save in the matter of poetry,
in the quality of that which is produced,
in the fact, as some claim it to be, that
men who have given us the great literatu)
the Victorian era have no successors, nei
Tennyson nor Browning, nelther Thack
nor Carlyle. If there be genius of the supe
order among writers of the present time,
genius devoted to ends unworthy of itself,
pernicious in all their tendencigs.

It is, nevertheless, a fact that looking
history in the most general way, literatw
one or the world’s forces aiways hold
own. When Victoria ascended the th
the literature of our language, accordinm
what we have written above, wasin a
coula"mgly Jow state. Yet the Victorian
is spoken of as one of the most resplender
our literary annals. It is true that at
time the footfalls were already heard of ¢
who were to take the places of those!
passing from the stage. Ior any such :
fall, now, one would perhaps listen qult
vain. Yet it will be out of harmony -
literarg history of all ages. and with the
tory of the human mind itself, if there be
to come, and that ere long, a new dispe
tion, and-like all that have gone before

auspices quite its own.
W hat is this redemptive quality in lif
ture, which thus not only rejuvenates,
also, as it is sometimes found, purifies '
new and betler elements? Such questions
not easy of answer.
'J hev deﬂ with the mysteries of being
__He who is the world.n,
rmi!

TOZ] ell )
olly to the bad.. How and where h(
;lgoses no one of aas can tell, but it might be
cu

rtain, The intellectual life of the w

1t to name any point at which such in-
; terposxtlon should be more needed or more

in profoundest relations with its moral and
spiritual life, and it must be as much in the
ceocheome of the divine nnrnoce that intellectinal |




pernicious 1n ail their tenaencies. 3

It is, nevertheless, a fact that looking
history in the most general way, literatu)
one or the world's forces aiways hold
own. When Victoria ascended the th
the literature of our language. accordin,
what we have written above, was in a
couragingly Jow state. Yet the Victorian
is spoken of as one of the most resplender
our literary annalg. It is true that at-
time the footfalls were already heard of ¢
who were to take the places of those!
passing from the stage. Ior any such.'.
tall, now, one would perhaps listen quit
vain. Yet it will be cut of harmony *
literarg history of all ages. and with the
tory of the human mind itself, if there be
to come, and that ere long, a new dispe
tion, and like all that have gone before &
auspices quite its own.

What is this redemptive quality in lif
ture, which thus not only rejuvenates,
also, as it is sometimes found, purifies
new and betler elements? Such questions
not easy of answer.

They deal with the mysteries of being
of Providence. . He who is the worid’s.
ereign does not permit any ‘great force n
“ful to human progress to either fail wholl
g0, wholly to the bad.. How and where h
lerposes no one of us can tell, but it might be
difticult to name any point at which such in-
terposition should be more needed or more
certain. The intellectual life of the world is |
in profoundest relations with its moral and
spiritual life, and it must be as much in the
scheme of the divine purpose that intellectual
life with its activities shall be perpetual as
that anght else shall be so which deeply af-
fects the destinies of man.

The redemptive quality in literature, hav-
ing reference to its character as well as its
perpetuity, may perhaps be said to be its in-
dependent reality. Itis one of those things
in the life of man and of history, which do
not depend upon accident, which are not
evanescent creations of evanescent influence,
but which draw life from sources of their |
own, with a nature which transient causes
can themselves affect only transiently. It is
most interesting to observe how far {»ack in
the history of our raceswe may 20 without
ceasing to find tracesof literature. Kach step
backward of the arch:cologist, though it
rhould overpass centuries, still discloses some
record of human thought, on stone, or napy
rus, or baked clay. To think and to utter hi;
thought is what has always belonged to the
natare of man, and through al] the vicissi-
| tudes of his career he has made this his func- i
R R IR e
! That which thus persists must have sources
l o 'Mz}?lﬁmhzﬁ'w}iim%w
‘incident and of circumstance. Eve
‘most perversion of human ingenuity is but a
transient eflect. There may be periods when
literary production will be so utterly bad that
it shall seem asif a nation’s literature had
been corrupted at its very source. In process
of time the vile accretion is thrown oft, and
an era of better things begins, There may
come a time in any nation or language, when
the literary faculty will seem to have fallen
asleep, or to have merzed itself with those
others in which men seek in various ways to
enrich rather than to cultivate themselves,
Men may come to a point where they shall
say. “l'he world will see no more great
writers.””  They may claim that the possibili-
ties, even, in literary ‘production have been
exhausted, but it does not so prove. These
vrophets may at the very moment be stand-
ing upon the threshold of a nesv literary era.
and the young scholar and writer who is to
have a chief part in bringing it on nmay every
day pass tkeir door. ;

There is everthing to be hoped, nothing to
be despaired in the literary future of any
country or time. That which is pernicious
will have its day, but it cannot last. The
new era may seem far away, but it may be
nearer than we think. What new conditions

|
f
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| difficulty in America in securing pure speech is | 3
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| daughters of foreigners or of uneducated per-
| sons, and who have all the fanlts of accent and
pl'unul]uiuﬁm1 that their .pm-(:.nfs had. They|
have the accent of the city street boys, the |
twang of the 'ar West,Or of New England, or |
the dialect of the South. Nowhere 18 there
any standard speech required of teachers or
taught to children. This has been made much
worse by the mixture of foreign accents, slang,
and style of speech, antil English is no longey
recognisable. :
No steps, the society com(s)lams, are taken|
i i the necessity 18
i t to esta-

blish and en
ish an ore & beacher shall be

obligatory before «
to take a positionin a public school. h %
tors of the society include Professor Todd, of
Columbia University, and other eminent edﬂer

tionalists. e




road remains as before, and the Arch i

;)s no% to be displaced from its present posit
ut, by cutting off a corner of Hvde Park
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valuation at a timie when Lawrence is boun
public favour. The effective replica of the fa;
Lawrence Countess of Grosvenor, executed by S\
Pickergill, R.A., met with much app eciation in
reaching 240gs (Partridge). Copies of modem pis
tures do not often meet with such favour, althongh
in the Woods sale, 1906, Beechey’s version of
nolds’s “Mrs. Sheridan as St. Cecilia,” brought as
much as 750gs. It js a pleasure to see the markst
championing the full-bodied art of Etfy, and his
antediluvian scene of revelry, “The World | y
| the Flood,” induced Mr. F. B. Sidney (who has
| bought many first-rate Bitys in recent years)
t«- go to 230gs for it. The huge, unf 1ed |
“{enotian views, by C. Stanficla; R.A., three being
/4in by and two 96in by 33in, somewhﬁ*npgf%elg




MISPRONUNCIATIONS
| Professor W. W. Skeat, in The London Gloh
In an article in “5he Globe,” December 11, 189¢

with this title, various mispronu
dwelt upon, but it seems to be :
they cannot be explai
The misuse of t!
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thirteenth century. I have s
MS. 1S writien out by a Nor
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initial
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nance of

f two habit of the No
ricunced the in a very few

dropped it, and that of the S
W Lo pronounce
man was strivir
ultimately succeeded, and the
i a large number of word;
tongue, many attempts to imitate the pronunci-
ation of unfamili made on both
sides with more zeal than success, and the con
on has lasted to the present day. The Shrop
shire man alone succeeded in
false uniformity by the

words were

a

Sy
pronouncing an “h” at s 1
he never inserts one in the wr¢ ng place. '."m'}
misuse of “h” by no means confined to Lon- |
don; common (to say na more) in 111:1”}’;
parts tast a.
The T a “r’" after a vowel has noth }
ing to do with t [ education. It is the

habit of ali
being, in fac
(ot all) «
“morn”’
i1 oh

ngland;

e feren

1 by
¢ ‘onounce the rn
t thes t in the place of <
o inde vowel -like the “a’*}
n But ly a vocalic so i

ot a true
in the phr:
“Maria’” ex
with on

The introduction
“Mariar Ann” is simply be-
ith a vowel! and “Ann” |
here is confusion with
1e i8,” the habit being
is only trilled before a
a vowel, whereas in the
the final ‘“‘ere” is either
al, if the speaker is a South-

|

3eS as

erner Northerner would perhaps ve it the
true trill.
In the clerk” there is no real use of |
4 er, the combir ion ‘“‘er” be

ccmmon in old Frencl
ovigin. This rule

it

ed out

in common h much further than in polite
talk; henet ar of ‘‘varmin,” T
“sarpint,”’ - ” for “university ) on.

T1 appearance of “a’” for in the word |

is of different origin altogether, being {
result of the pedantry of the® Renaissancs

period. The Old Frns pelling was 'Tem¢ pe
now reduced to “Tem’se,” which is quite v-ighLl
But the pedants discovered that the Latin spell- |
ing had been ‘“Thamesis,” so they wrote |
“Tham’ instead of the English “Tem.” |
In short, all the phenomena have been fre i
quently explained in boocks that treat of English |
phoneties, but are still caviare to the general. [‘
|

1

|

once

have little doubt that this statement will eagerly
be assailed, but it is not worth while defending
what is sufficiently known to the initiated. There
is no subject regarding which those who have
never studied it are so irrepressibly eager to
prove that they have not done so as the study
of English pronunciation. As a fact, the study
of phonetics abounds with difficulties, many of |
which an unpractised ear cannot discern at all. |
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His subject was “

n,” and in the st

of distinction in enunciation and in-

7{ as well as in the hoydenish manmners of
| I ay young ladi he perceived a lamen

a1 :vxllv.':g from the grace that ble «vew England a
|

———— T

quarter of a century ago. In all Boston and its

, | environs he was able to find only one woman who |

in his opinion preserved the purity- and precision

{ of speech t once was characteristic of all culti

and expensive

hat +7 v T
that they pos

sed many ki

| tion, and that they had a superb confidence in them-
seives, and a supreme indifference to the opinions

of otners, merely helped to mark them as young

a
in the eyes of their critic, who lamented

ng of the ladylike, if inefiicient,

least imbued her papils with a

the schoolgirl of to-day is ubt

acq

h. With all this
arm that cannot be compe

has vanished a

ated for by a broader
and more thorough acquisition of knowledge, thinks
the writer, who is one of the most analytical of |
modern novelists. |
The English writer expresses the opinion t,habf
Americans are tending toward the barbarian t,ypui
in physical appearance, that more and more we are
coming to resemble the North American Indians
whom we have displaced, not by way of retributive
justice nor by an amalgamation of the races. It is
merely the -resemblance obtaining between one
people and another because of their common bar- |
barism. Some of the qualities which he adduced a
proofs of our barbaric tendencies seemed to lead |
rather far from the methods of the red man, what- ’
ever similarity in taste there may be. Our growing
dependence upon illustration in the newspapers and
magazines and the cumbrous titles and elaborate
sub-titles given to magazine articles seemed to the
Englishman substantiz] proof of a lapse from civi-
lisation, as do our advertising methods and our )
pride in inventions. Even if they lack conviction,
such affirmations are suggestive, We who so con-
fidently believe ourselves to be in the van of pro-
gress are impelled to make swift denial to any
accusation of retrogression. We point to a thousand
proofs of our superiority and advancement in wealth,
Iinancial activity, ‘commercial enterprise, scientific

{ and industrial development, and literary produc- |

!
l

willing to concede the

e of barba

s to do nnt
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CORRECTNESS OF SPEECH.
< Even if we are willing to concede the prevalence
¥ of a certain degree of barbarity, the crit
the writer referred to do not seem to have
of | the heart of the matter.

ns oi
got to
With the exception of the
rather amusingstatement of our growing resemblance

1

1'2; to the North American Indian, the charges are
those that might be brought against a growing
civilisation rather than a passing onme. In the

1; matter of American speech one is struck with a

crispness indicating the possession of vital energy |
rather than mere loudness or uncouthness. In con- ﬁ
by | brast with various European peoples we seem rather |
v, | quiet of speech and our intonations sound agreeable.
1| There was a time when the ability to speak well
56 | in this country centred in Boston, and remained the
prerogative of a few persons in favoured c'reles.
h | Now, however, it has become a commonplace of all
1o | educated Americans, and almost all Americans are
d | educated. A German lady remarked, “It is fpos-
sible  that English should be well gpoken in the
United States; you have too many foreigners.” The
| | German mind cannot conceive of the American
ability to assimilate all°nations and races. As a
matter of fact, the strong desire and determined
effort of the foreigmer to learn the language of the
country to whose citizenship he aspires, often helps
him to acquire an accuracy and proficiency in its
use +which shames the native American. The
mingling of all classes in the public schools in the
United States, while it tends to prevent a specialised
form of speech characteristic of the upper class, as
in England, on the other hand, helps the lower
classes to better speech. That is what characterises
American speech, commonplace correctness rather
than distinctive peculiaribies. Such a tendency,
whether it be admirable or not, is certainly not in
the direction of barbarism. The same affirmation
may be made of our manners. We have an excel- |
| lent average. We lack something in elegance ofj,
diction, we are wanting in reserve, in composure, in ‘
grace of bearing and gesture, but we are not guilty |
of many flagrant violations of propriety. Our cha-
racteristics are those of an energetic, people keenly
engrossed with the practicalities of life. |
% n our country,” said a puzzled Canadian, “we ]
have only two classes—we who are well-born and |
well-bred, and those below stairs; in the States you |
have so many people who are nobody, but who can
read and write.” That is an advantage th‘at accrues
to citizens of a democracy, carrying with it the cor-
responding detriment of the destruction of pxc;;
turesqueness and the lack of manners and ksp;:ec :
specialised according t0 class, if such a lack be a
i t.
deYt:;mviz are barbaric. We have swung around J".he
cirele from one kind of barbarism to another. Begu.l-
with the simplicity that belongs ‘to the barbanz
state, we have passed through a rapid (.ieve.alopmend
without taking time for proper assxmx.la'tlon, an
find ourselves in a cycle of blataqt conditions, none
'L(t]n less barbaric because so complicated.
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, { have sometimes regretted that their represen-
, | tative at Washington was not a tennis player,

L
a

]

| mer *’

. | terms.

v | postponement of Saturday’s match

seldom done before, we all expeocted to see a|

| match fit for kings on Saturday. I

| Tennis has a ways been an important feature
| at White House during President Roosevelt’s
| régime. Its value as an aid to statesmanship
has been conclusively demonstrated by Baron
Speck von Sternburg, German Ambassador,
: Jusserand, French Ambassador. Pre-
loosevelt played fre quently with both,
| the field of sport the men became inti-
| mate friends. The President be
He was always beating them

{ afternoon gam

vt both easily.
but still the
continued pleasantly and re-
i Before Herr von Sternburg left
| Washington Mr. Roosevelt was actually calling

>

arly.

{ him ““ Speck 7 or ‘Specky,” and he never
| troubles about ¢ your Excellency.” Ameri-

cans

liked the absence of ceremony and con-
vention which marked the presidential
tournaments. They believed-——and Germans
at home believed—that the diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries were all the
better because Baron Speck ven Sternberg
| became known to President Roosevelt as
| ¢ ”’ or ‘‘Specky’’ without any allusion to
Your Excellency.”” Englishmen in the States

Speck

[ and could not, therefore, compete with the re-
| presentatives of Germany and France on equal
Sir Mortimer Durand was a good
teter, and played frequently at Washing-
{ ton, but he never used a racquet, and nobody
{ever heard Mr. Roosevelt call him ‘¢ Morti-
for short. It is equally unlikely that
ight Hon. James Bryce, good mountain
though he be, will ever bhe ecalled

nes, much less “‘Jim” or “ Jimmy’ at
White House, and this because, as democratic
Americans, who like Christian names and hate
and detest convention, will tell you, the British
{ Ambassador never learnt tennis.
From the British point of view, therefore, the
all the ||
nore regrettable. The Bishop of London
might, it is felt, have re-established British

1
CI

{ prestige on the Presidential tennis court, |,
| where all men are equals. It is satisfactory, |k

{ however, to know that the Bishop of London,

| in the opinion of the spectators, proved him- |,
{ self at least a match for the President on Fri- |
| day afterncon. Dr. Winnington Ingram’s
service is slow but deadly, and he cuts the ball

T
so that its bound is erratic when it falls into the f
court. From what one can learn, both men on 1
Saturday would have been wise to hug the |q
centre of the base line, and watch each other |,
rarily. Altogether it is one of the most excit- [y
ing contests of modern times that the worldf,
| bas missed. As roughrider, boxer, wrestler, f<
and jiu-jitsu expert, the President’s skill has
been acclaimed by most competent professorsj

and now, when on the eve of his colours bein
lowered by a bishop, rain intervenes.

This gives point to the cynicism heard on)
every side to-day, “ Roosevelt was born lucky.’
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AMERICAN WOMEN

S HEN
Il

k )ROWNE

, ing adds more
to tl ratification of social
Intercourse than a pleas-
: e, woman’s voice
ularly. . Many, even
12 educated persons,
r cultivate the pitch,
ion or cadence of the

as they make themselves
understood without difficulty they are sat-
isfied The finer uses of the \4;i(\k‘. while
they may be lost on the multitude are
deeply appreciated by those having a sensi-
tive ear. The tone in which language is
conveyed answers to style in writing, and
conveys either an agreeable or a disagree-
ble impression. It either attracts or repels,
and the difference, in a woman’s case, is,
socially, of the first importance. Is she
aware of it? Deductively, not, since she
shows no concern with the subject. And
in regard to whatever is agreeable, if it con-
sciously affects her, she is apt to exhibit the
liveliest interest.

American women's voices are not gener
ally good. In truth, it may be frankly
acknowledged that many are bad, unequiv-
ocally bad; not, perhaps, in comparsion
with Europeans at large, but with the
English women of the better classes, who
have, on the whole, the most agreeable
voices in civilization. Of the untrained,
the uncultivated nothing should be ex
pected ; they have not the time, if they had
the inclination, to develop their larynx,
regulate their organs, or modulate their
tones. The peasantry of the Old World,
or the backwoodsmen of the New, are
naturally as indifferent to such things as
they would be to polish of habit or con-
ventionality of behavior. Rustic surround-
ings and associations, whether abroad or at
home, are not conducive to external polish.
For this, the life of towns, with their accom-
panying flux and fiction, is necessary.

The women of America are unlike
European women in that they are all on a
level, political if not social. They are not
shut out from anything. There is no posi-
tion to which they may not attain. They
are more intelligent, more discriminating,
more intuitive. Those who live in the in-
terior, away from crowded centres, look,
dress and bear themselves as do their
sisters in Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore
or New York. They all appear to have
been educated at the same school. One
part of their education has been neglected
—their voices—and the neglect is griev-
ously audible in any and every company
in most of the northern States. Voice
is largely the result of climate, and the
long winters, with their many and sudden
changes in the territory lying north of the
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means—oi1 Ourl IlatllvC Wwoilitii, WllU «is
pretty, clever, interesting, cultured, have
disagreeable voices. The contrast between
these and. themselves emphasizes. the un-
welcome fact, which is obvious in polite

in our largest, often in our oldest
Cities.  In the south, where 1t 15 warmer
and less variable, vocal tones are low, clear,
round, pleasant, very much as in old
England. Generally speaking, latitude
determines the quality of the voice.  This
is manifest from the difference in the pitch
of the people in Naples and Piedmont, in
Provence and Champagne, in Greece and
Finland, in Louisiana and Michigan.

But apart from climate, another cause,
nervousness, materially affects the voices of
our women. Nervousness is even more a
natal disorder than catarrh. It is well-nigh
universal ; it affects and determines measur-
ably the character of the entire nation. Our
women are perfect bundles of nerves, and
the consequence is that they lack inward re-
pose when they are in society, their excite-
ment revealing itself in their speech, which is
often high and shrill. If a woman’s voice is
defective she can conceal its defectiveness
by pitching it low and keeping it there.
The American woman frequently wants the
middle register, and when she quits the
lower she mounts at once to the higher
register, and remains at that unmelodious
altitude. No voice will bear such a strain
steadily. It must in time break and lose its
quality, which cannot be regained.

Control of the nerves would have-a-most
desirable effect, as it would, after a while,
sensibly alter our women’s tones, not
render them sweet, perhaps, but at least
take away their stridency. Some of our
women so surrender self-restraint in con-
versation as to almost shriek, and to
trouble every delicate ear within range.
Would they but cultivate quietness it would
be communicated to their utterance, and
thus work a most welcome transformation.
Deranged nerves would seem to be, on the
whole, more hurtful to the intonations than
the widely-prevalent catarrh, and they can
be regulated by severe self-discipline. It
would doubtless surprise and delight hun-
dreds of women afflicted with what are
called bad voices, to learn by actual experi-
ment how these could be improved by
zealous study of repose.

So many young women here waste time
and money in laboring to sing, when sing-
ing well is entirely beyond them, that it is a
pity they do not occupy themselves more
profitably in training themselves to speak
properly. Not many lessons would be
required to make their voices smooth, cven
agreeable, as we see in young women who
have been prepared for the stage. There
is no substantial reason why American
women of average intelligence, notwith-
standing nerves and climate, should offend
by their harsh tones. The day is not dis-
tant, let us hope, when the number will
be reduced to a minimum. The coming
century will, in all likelihood, not only see
a new order of things, but will hear a new
order of voices that it will be pleasant to
listen to and pleasant to remember.

have unfortunately no re
decide what are and wl
bitant prices and profits

e Philosophically consid
business is humiliating
civilization. It is unplea
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VOICES OF AMERICAN WOMEN
By Junius HENRI BROWNE

ARDLY anything adds more
. tothe gratification of social
intercourse than a pleas-
ant voice, woman’s voice
particularly. . Many, even
among educated persons,
never cultivate the pitch,
variation or cadence of the
So long as they make themselves

voice.
understood without difficulty they are sat-
isfied. The finer uses of the voice, while
they may be lost on the multitude are
deeply appreciated by those having a sensi- -

tive ear. The tone in which language is
conveyed answers to style in writing, and
conveys either an agreeable or a disagree-
ble imprecsion It either attracts or repels.
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parallel of 40° cause numberless colds and
the national catarrh. This is specially
observable in New England, where high,
shrill, nasal voices are so common as to
have become proverbial.

A great many New England women,
notably those of pure strain and careful
rearing, have as soft, sweet voices as any
one would wish to hear, but, unhappily,
they are not representative. ~ Some of the
ruralists who dwell on the seacoast, who
are out in all weathers and whose diet con-
sists chiefly of fish, have disagreeable voices.
They are of the firmest moral fibre ; they
are as stanch and true as steel ; they are
capable of heroism, of any sacrifice ; they
are the daughters of sea kings but when you
talk with them you are in danger of forget-
ting all their virtues because of the lack of
music in their voices. To a certain extent it
Is so with any harsh feminine voice. It
leaves a disagreeable impression and fills
the ear with painful echoes. The American
voice is not so frequently bad as it seems to
be, but every time we hear a bad one it
revives the memory of others we have
heard, until we appear at times to live
amid a universal cacophony. We have
lately grown to be a sensitive, self-critical
nation, over-willing, perhaps, to expose and
confess our defects. We surely have far
less chauvinism than our neighbors (the
whole globe is contiguous now) on the
other side of the Atlantic—the French,
the Spaniards, the Italians, the Germans or
even the British. The French, for example,
have, as a rule, disagreeable voices, hard,
sharp, nasal ; so have many of the northern
Italians and most of the” Germans. But
have they ever admitted it? The English
are very fond of assailing our voices (theirs,
for a wonder, are, in the main, remarkably
good, thanks to their insular situation and
their deep chests) and grossly exaggerating
their disagreeableness. They imagine that
almost every American of either sex inva-
riably shouts and talks, as the phrase is,
through his or her nose, and they come to
believe it by supposing that any one they
encounter in their own land, or on the Con-
tinent, who fails to do this, cannot possibly
be an American.

It is a strange fact and to be regretted
that so amany—not the majority, by any
means—of our native women, who are
pretty, clever, interesting, cultured, have
disagreeable voices. The contrast between
these and themsclves emphasizes_the un-

welcome fact, which is ob lite
in our Sy lgﬁeq in our oldest
cities. ﬁ% “south, where it is warmer
and less variable, vocal tones are low, clear,
round, pleasant, very much as in old
England. Generally speaking, latitude
determines the quality of the voice.  This
is manifest from the difference in the pitch
of the people in Naples and Piedmont, in
Provence and Champagne, in Greece and
Finland, in Louisiana and Michigan.
But apart from climate, another cause,

.nervousness, materially affects the voices of

our women. Nervousness is even more a
natal disorder than catarrh. It is well-nigh
universal ; it affects and determines measur-
ably the character of the entire nation. Our
women are perfect bundles of nerves, and
the consequence is that they lack inward re-
pose when they are in society, their excite-
ment revealing itself in their speech, which is
often high and shrill. If a woman’s voice is
defective she can conceal its defectiveness




MAY, 1803

FHE LAST. OF
By Louise |

9§ T will probably be a matter
of considerable surprise to
Americans to learn that

i the only living member of
the family in which |
Thomas Carlyle was son, |
X is a resident of this West-
ern Continent. Her home is in Canada,
far from the crowded abodes of man, and
so inaccessible that only those of tender
affection or great personal interest venture
to make the journey thither.

Mrs. Robert Hanning, or Janet Carlyle
as she is more interesting to readers of THE
Lapies’ HOME JOURNAL, was born at Main-
hill Farm near Lockerby, in the county of]
Dumfries, Southern Scotland, on the nine-
teenth of July, 1812. The house, at the time]
of its occupancy by the Carlyle family, was
a low, one-story, whitewashed cottage, hav;
ing a few poor outbuildings attached, and
standing a few hundred yards back from
the road which passed it. This cottage conj
sisted of three rooms—a kitchen, one small
bedroom, and one larger one connected t
the house by a passage. The door opened
upon a square farmyard, around which
were the outhouses. No foliage, save the
stunted growth of thorn, could live in th'i'?

bleak, windy spot, and its dreariness was
only relieved by the beautiful view fro
the house, of wooded hill and shining river
Here lived for many years James Carlyld
(of whom Thomas wrote: ‘‘He was the
remarkablest man I ever knew ’) and his
wife Margaret, with their large family o
children ; and here, as has been said, was
born Janet, or Jennie, the youngest of thig
family and the subject of this sketch.
Through the long year the father and his
‘sons worked at the cultivation of the un
fruitful soil, while the mother and daugh-
ters were occupied in household labors and|
in caring for the cows and poultry, and, in
harvest time, in helping with the men in
the fields. Thomas, the eldest son, was
but seldom at home, as his education, and
later his career as tutor and author, took him
to Edinburgh and to other cities. His holi-
days, however, were spent at Mainhill al-
most invariably. i
Janet was named after her father’s fir
wife, who had died of fever soon after_od
ing birth to her only child, a_son. “lhe
second wife, and the mother of the eight
children, of whom Thomas was the eldest
and Janet the youngest, was Margaret Ait-
ken, “a woman,”’ said her famous son,
“of: to me, the fairest descent, that of the
pious, the just and the wise.” She was a
most loving and devoted mother to her
large family of five daughters and three
sons, caring not only for -their physical
wants, but even more particularly for their
moral and spiritual welfare. Herself but of
little learning, she aided each of her children “ COMELY BANK,” THE
as far on the path of knowledge as she was
able, and then had the happiness of seeing
their journey continued under capable in- mother was paramount to every ot
struction. sideration—to remain temporarily v
In the year 1826, as the lease of the farm to care for the old mother, whom t|
at Mainhill had expired, the entire family, loved so fondly, and whose life w:
including Thomas, who for some time prior ~without the companionship of the
to this had been living at Hoddam Hill, a who had left her for a better wo:
small farm near his home, removed to years before.
Scotsbrig, a larger farm near Ecclefechan, Thus it happened that the littl
where the father and mother remained un- was separated, and the young motl
til their deaths, and where their youngest the two little daughters, remainec
son succeeded them as proprietor. Before land with her mother, while the yo
the newcomers were at all settled in their band went forth to seek his fortun:
home. voune Robert Hannine. a bov of g¢reatest pleasure of these drear

st
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gh and to other cities. His holi-

yS,” However, were spent at Mainhill al-
most invariably.

Janet was named after her father's f

wife, who had died of fever soon after o

ing birth to her only child, a son. (TS
second wife, and the mother of the eight
children, of whom Thomas was the eldest
and Janet the youngest, was Margaret Ait-
ken, ‘“a woman,”” said her famous son,
“of, to me, the fairest descent, that of the
pious, the just and the wise.”” She was a
most loving and devoted mother to her
large family of five daughters and three
sons, caring not only for - their physical
wants, but even more particularly for their
moral and spiritual welfare. Herself but of
little learning, she aided each of her children
as far on the path of knowledge as she was
able, and then had the happiness of seeing
their journey continued under capable in-
struction.

In the year 1826, as the lease of the farm
at Mainhill had expired, the entire family,
including Thomas, who for some time prior
to this had been living at Hoddam Hill, a
small farm near his home, removed to
Scotsbrig, a larger farm near Ecclefechan,
where the father and mother remained un-
til their deaths, and where their youngest
son succeeded them as proprietor. Before
the newcomers were at all settled in their
home, young Robert Hanning, a boy of
fourteen, came with offers of assistance
from his parents, who-resided at the neigh
boring farm of Peatknowes. The shy little

A PICTURE IN ONE OF -THE ROOMS

Jennie peeped out at the boy, who was but
seven months her senior, from behind her
sister’'s gown; and Robert, when he re-
turned home, announced that with the new
family was “a bonnie wee lassie, so sweet
and fair, and with black eyes.” The chil-
dren attended the same school, Middlebie
School, and were close companions -until
they were nineteen years of age. Then Rob-
ert went to ‘Manchester, where he entered
a large wholesale house, whose stock varied
from silk to tea, and where for five years,
or until his employer’s death, he remained.
After this death, as he had inherited his

“ COMELY BANK,” THE

mother was paramount to every ot
sideration—to remain temporarily v
to care for the old mother, whom t
loved so fondly, and whose life w:
without the companionship of the
who had left her for a better wo
years before.

Thus it happened that the littl
was separated, and the young motl
the two little daughters, remainec
land with her mother, while the yo
band went forth to seek his fortun
greatest pleasure of these drear
days was the arrival of the lett
America, and how eagerly th
watched for can be imagined by
who can appreciate the 1
of the young mother. ]
passed in work, and in e
and training the minds a1
of her two little daught
1851, when, no longer
ing on which side lay d
Hanning decided to
husband. Jane Welsh (
Thomas Carlyle’s wife,
champion in this decision,
cluded a long letter to he
subject, with : ‘“Go,
name, and God be with
dear little Jennie.”” A sa
sel, the bark ¢ Clutha «
ock,”’ took the place of the
steamer on which pass
been secured for the litt]
and on May 27, 1851, th
from England for their ne¢

In America Robert F
worked for a gentlemat
Hudson River until 1848, when
mined to go farther west in the
finding more congenial and rem
employment. In 1853 he accepted
tion of general foreman at Hami
tario, with the then infant rail
Great Western, which position he
his death, March 21, 1878.

The mother and little daughter:
Hamilton the day after Mrs. F
birthday, on July 19, and here tl
made their home until Mr. F
death. There were two other chilc
during their residence in Hamilc
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have been to conceive any serious
harm could result making publie,
with the permission of all parties concern

that

from

ed, a conversation of the kind in que
But they have chosen to pursue a verv
dilierent course and one which can Av‘;[ra".
ly commend itself to thejr
porters as consistent with the rights and
i dignity of the Canadian Parliament. The
gubject-matter of the conference is one of
vital importance to the well-being of Can-
ada.
thoroughly democratic

stion.

warmest sup-

We pride ourselves justly on the

character of

our

i ingtituitions. Members of Parliament are
’ the chosen and accredited representatives
of the people. The officers and members

of the Governnient are the the

peopie, accountable to them through their

servants oi

| representatives. The position taken by
the Premier and Mr. Foster, to the effect
£ that all the people’s representatives have
! aright to know is the result reached
in any such International Conferente, can-

not be admitted for a moment. There are
many cases easily conceivable when it is
of the first
and the people should know the steps by

importance that Pa

rliamen

T —

fwhich certain results were reached, or
causes which led to
Even in their

Washington, the

failure of 1
informal discussions at
Government de
Were not acting, could

not
vate individuals. They were still the rep-
résentatives of the Government and of the
tountry. In this particular case it is easy
0 see that vast if not vital interests de-
bend upon the positions taken by the re-
Spective parties in the informal discussion
and upon the causes of failure. Without
Such knowledge it is impossible Par-
diament or people ta form o and jost
opinions as to the manner in which the
Government and its delegates performed
the migsion for which they had expressly
sought a popular mandate, and as to the
desirability of attempting further negotia-
tions of the same kind. In a word,
House of

act, as

for

2CT

the
Commons will, it seems to us,
fail in thejr duty to the people, show them-
selves remiss in guarding the principle of
résponsible govecnment which a
&eneration go highly prized, and possi-
bly sow the seeds of future trouble, if they
d(.) Dot in this cage strictly hold the Gov-
?lll:ﬁiéilliel;) its ;.1('«4;1111mhili1y, and insist
> right of the people and the
m‘«’I}s to the fullest information
Bttitude of botn their own
and that of the yniteq States
the burning
Eocity,
The ideq, thod

11

iormer

Come-
to the
Government
in regard to
question of commercial recip-

as

; J the Tmperial Government
?mght hayg reasons
fng the in

of its own for

brmation in question to Db
pgom the Canadian people seems
bous too improbable to need argument.
Budh a suggestion, if it were really meant,
Wwould be unjust to the Mother Country
and| adapted to give rise to surmises
Wwhieh we are sure can have no foundation
in fact. England has not given us seli-
rule with her right hand to withdraw it
with her left.

Electric search lights are being adopt-
ed by customs officers in England in or-
der to avoid the possibility of explosion
‘while rummaging for goods on board tank
and other vessels carrying petroleum or
explosives. Ruby-colored lights for the ex-
Rmination of imported cases of photo-

aphic negatives in a dark chamber are
ANo to be supplied to obviate the risk of

Pr8pature development.--New York World.

THE WEEK.

SPEECH SOUNDS IN CANADA.

act ; aa alms; el veil;
ea bear.

a ago: & qq all ;

A letter in a recent issue of The Week on
“Our National Voice,”
[t can hardly be denied that

opens up a very inter-
esting subject.
many of our people have rather a harsh way
of treating their vowel sounds. If attention
could be directed to this U\' teachers in our
schools a great improvement might be made.
Most teachers themse lves, indeed, should ex-
amine their own way of speaking and teach by
example as well as by precept.

The article referred to speaks of what is
; words in

called the fiat sound Hf “*a” in many

which other f the English speaking
world use the beautiful Italian sound. This
“flat” sound is the vowel usually written by
modern  phonetists—Ellis, Sweet, Murray,
Miss Soames and others—ze. It is correctly

used in such words as act, atom, carry, arrow,

have, hand, madecap ; (sekt, setom, keeri,

lkeep.)

cy with many spea

®ro,

heev, hend, m: But there is a tenden-

s in Canada to use it er

roneously instead of the Italian (a), written
N.‘ metically (aa ill\::hl:, halve, calf, }»:‘:Hm.
palm, and with a few speakers even in ab
father [t is amusing and unpleasing to
Old Country speakers to hear the Book of

Psalms pronounced as the Book of Sams. The
[talian 2 is sounded with the mouth moderate-
ly wide open and the tongue very little raised
All

sound in

the authorities
all the above

kaaf, saam,

and farther back than ze.
give it as the correct
words : (kaam, haav, paam, aa,
faadhr, aamz); andin words in which theaisfol
the end of a word or fol-
far,

(aar,

lowed by r, either at
lowed by other consonants, as are, car,
armour, Arthur, cartridge, Parliament
kaar, faar, aarmr, Aarthr, kaartridzh, paarli-
mant

In another class of words such as ask, fast,
master, France, can’t, command, dance, the
same [talian a is given by many—and I think
the best This is
sally used in London and the south of England

of the authorities univer
and very largely in Edinburgh and other parts
of Scotland : (aask, faast, maastr, fraans, kaant,
kamaand, daans). It is perhaps more particu-
larly with regard to this class of words that
usage in Canada tends to (), which we hear
(aesk, feest, meestr, freens, keent, kameend, deens).
It is impossible to dogmatise about such words.
But
even those in Canada who admit the greater
beauty of thesound (aa) in such words, hesitate

to adont it. becanuse they have heen acceustom-

Usage uncuestionably sanctions both.

If, h
should S 12
that we have to drop any other
habit, such as using an ungrammatical phrfnsc
or a wrong pronunciation. It will 11().t im-
prove matters to attempt the use of an inter-
mediate sound betwesn (@) and (aa). People
who have a difficulty! in striking a sound be-
tween ant (eent) amd haunt (hqqm)(sceAuext
paragraph) will nolt‘\iucccul very well in at-
tempting one betwéen ant (u:nt).nud :‘mut
(aant). And if any gne desires to dxscnnt‘lnuc
the use of (), it caj only be done by using a
vowel clearly distinghishable from it.

Another class of| words spelt with au but
usually pronounced (ja), such as jaunt, haunch,
are often pronounced by Canadians with the
vowel in all, awl, hant (phonetically written
qq), as (hqqntsh, dzlyqnt), instead of (haantsh,

wevel
have the to pt_i
objectionable

[FEBRUARY 10th, 1893,

his practice also extx

dzhaant).

words written with (a) alone. Thus w find

ed (.\‘l]il\'qtkgw shikeesego, and

Chicago pronoun

even shikaaro Hochelaca, ( v 01
hoshil: 'he eorrect sound is of course
(shikaago, hoshilaaga). The tendenc y with such
spcakers is to ca: fully avoid the u f (aa) ex
cept before r.

Once more, ( do not seem to show

care enough in disting wo different

Canada. The

sounds of (a) in su word as

first svund is (@), the other two are the

scure” or ‘‘natural” vowel which is
also in the unaccented syllable of ' the
words ago, ocean, idea, silent, freedow

London, succumb. This is the most frequent

sound of (a) in the English language, and is

therefore the sound representd by the later

phoneticians by the single letter (a). The word
Canada therefore is (keenada,) but we oft
hear it (keensedwe), andI remember S
Adolphe Caron pronounce it (kze: whic

18 natural to a

French speaker and better than

the other error. Some Americans, chiefly New

Englanders, would say ksenadei (ei being

phonetic sign often used for long a) or ksenadi

We hear also (eist

for Asa,

2 %11
€181, ameriki),

, amerikei) or

(eisa amerika). This does

not prevail to any great extent in Canada. But

we do hear it in the indefinite article a, as in
(el ma e1hol for (a meen; a hors).

[ don’t w what is the correct pronun
ciation of the word “‘@” when under stress o1
emphasis. 1 r think (aa) is to be pre-
ferred to (ei) or (ze). In all the other
KEuropean languages this is the ordinary sound

not only in Italian, but in
French, German, Spanish,
Scotech. When:not

article is of course the natural vowel (a), while

of the letter

and in our own

under stress the indefinite

its other form is (‘an’) if unaccented, (‘een’) if
under stress. For long a we have given as a
phonetic digraph (ei).
that it is a diphthong, though there is usually

a perceptible gl de in most words ; that sign

This does not imply

is used only because there is no single letter
Before r where there is no glide
long a is written by Miss

availabls.

suggestive of 1,
Soames (ea) as In (:‘ ear),

The above all refer to the letter a. Many
curious points might be mentioned for all the
vowels and for some of the consonants. On
the question of Italian a, we are inclined to
South English usage, asstated above. On the
sound of long o, of long a (ei), and on the treat-
ment of r before a con onant, I think we,
should resist the South English practice.

Two excellent books might be referred to as
useful for instruction to teachers especially.

P iy
J. E
articte-on Speech Soundsan the duncyciopedia
Britannica. This bookis published by John Cur-
wen and Sons, London, 1877. It is iptended
primarily for singers, but is in every way as.
useful for speakers, and is the only simple book
I know of that covers the ground fully. = An-
other most useful book is an lntmduc'tion to
Phonetics by Miss Laura Soames of Brighton,
with an endorsement by Miss l)ul'utllt’fﬂ\'“Uﬂl&
Principal of Cheltenham Ladies’ College.
There are several excellent works by Hcm‘):
Sweet, but they are perhaps rather too closely
based on London ¢olloquial speech. : i

School-teachers ghould give :lrtt‘llllull to .t 411>
subject and a reyolytion might easily be e”tf“
ed in the direction of purifying and beautify

3 :an vouth.
ing the language » Canadian youvl.
guage of ou \ ROH. McGOUN, JB.
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that it should be so,
iloubt of the fact that

are and human na-

on human nature
put there can be no ¢
things being as they
fure being as it is, 1t is much safer for
the people to entrust the making and sell-
ing of the necessaries and comforts of life
to the selfish strife of the many than to
the selfish co-operation of the few. Take,
for instance, the manufacture of any arti-
cle in large demand, as that ol reapers,
binding twine. Everybody
in these days ol costly ma-
chinery labour the
greatest economy both of produetion and
of distribution could be eifected by the con-
centration of capital and sgkill. On the

even of
that

or
knows
of

and subdivision

other hand, under the uniortunate condi-
tions which exist, the public have  no
means of protection against exorbitant

prices save that afforded by the unseemly
struggles of seli-interest, under law of com-
The protectionist theory which
reduction of competition
in order to promote
the interests of home producers, seeks, on
the other hand, to stimulate competition

petition,
at the
abroad

ajims
from

among the latter, as the only means by
wyhich o! the consumer
be guarded against the rapacity of the
protected producer. In the abstract what
is more natural and sensible than that all
the individuals and firmg engaged within
a certain area in the produetion of a given
article, should their
thereby eifecting a great saving in many
directions and making it possible for them
if they would do so, to give the public a
better and cheaper article without dimin-
ution of their own gains. But all our ex-
berience and all our knowledge of human
nature unite to warn the public against
fllowing themselves to be thus put at the
ercy of any such ecombination. Hence al-
most the only point in regard to which
the Government and the Opposition were

the interests an

combine resources,

at one in the recent debates was in the
view that protection mugt not be contin-
ued to a given industry jm which advant-
lage is being taken o! it to form combin-

ations and increase priceg and prolits. But
oI course there infinite room for
differences of opinion as to the merits of the
different cases which may or may not be
supposed to come under this rule. We
have unfortunately no reliable tribunal to
decide what

is almost

are aud what are not exor-
bitant prices and profits.
Philosophically considered the whole

business is humiliating to our pride

civilization. It

of
is unpleasantly suggestive
of the ca ity P

ian communities to work together for the
general good on even an enlightened self-

ish principle, to say nothing of ng%-
interestingor—altrinstic M kS %K(

there seem to be any sufficient reason to
expect any radical improvement in the
near future. Even co-operation, to which
many are looking with hopefulness, and
which seems to afford a practicable means
of reconciling the interests of capital and
labour within a ecertain sphere, and thus
putting an end to the suicidal struggle be-
tween the two closely related interests,
while its general adoption would be a
great boon to any community, would still
be but a species of €OMbination which
might be made a means of oppression to
all consumers outside itS Sphere. The gen-
eral union and co-operation of all classes
of a community, or state, or even of civil-
ized natjons for the good of all, which is
the only complete golution ot the problem
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is, for the present at least, obviously im-
practicable. It is impracticable either be-
cause the people in any given community
cannot trust themselves to select and place
at the head affairs their most compe-
tent and trustworthy men, or because the
and trustworthy men in

of

most competent
the States canno tbe trusted to devise and
operate a system of the only kind worthy
of an enlightened and Christian commun-
ity. ent of the diificulty
(m"y,ghl socialistie
system,
of State ownership and management of all
the great sources of national wealth. As
it is, it is not easy to see why, even from
the point of view of the protectionist, it
would not both and
ive for the Government to take power to

Otherwise a solv
be found

either Government

{elo) i} in some

of control, or

be safer more effect-
fix maximum prices in the case of protected
com-

tariff

combinations than to threaten such

binations with the abolition of the
and the letting lose upon them of the dogs

The method

could always be made successful; the lat-

of free competition. former
ter often fails to prevent gross extortion

from the consuming public. The admission

that free trade is not a panacea for all
economic ills is not at all inconsisgtent
iwith our view that it is the only policy

iree people.

that Hon. C. H. Reeve,
Journal Politics, does
valuable principle in his
proposal to make a clear distinction Dbe-
tween and corporations in
economic legislation. ‘While rightly leav-
ing individuals free to buy and sell in the

worthy of a
We are not

American

sure
the of

enunciate a

in
not

individuals

labour market, he would have all corpor-
ations subject to regulations specially
made for the protection of the employee
and consumer and all concerned. A special
feature of such legislation he would make
the preservation of the individual respon-
each member, Thus, instead of
being an entity

sibility of
a corporation without a

goul, he would have it henceforth a thing
made up of as many responsible souls as
there were individuals composing it. The
that the State

the right

which
1o
what conditions a charter shall
it, and all the
necessary to the protection of

further postulate

creates the corporation has

say upon
be given to retain power
of control
individuals and of

of the pub-

the rights
lic in all their relations to it, is one which
grant. Yet' it

the State to
hold a key by which many at least of the

no one can well refuse to

is which might enable

one

problems created by combines and trusts

and strikes could be solved off-hand.

The Opposition at Otfasva did well to
be somewhat indignant/ at the way in
which not only the Houye of Commons bat
the people of Canada lla.ve been treated
by the Government in he matter o! the
Washington Reciprocjtyl Conference. It
does certainly seem & little too bad that
it is not till two years after the event
that Parliament and the public are per-
mitted to know that afull record of the
proceedings at that eoiference is in pos-
gession of the Government. Whatever may
have been the exact teems in which the
repeated inquiries for filler and more def-
inite information touchng the discussions
which took place at that time between
the representatives oi the two Govern-
ments may have been Tom time to time
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angwered, there can be no doubt, that
the impression was conveyed to all inter-
ested that no record of those discussions
was kept. The absence of such record was
obviously the only thing which could have
justified the Minister of Finance in draw-
ing upon his personal recollections of what
took place that occasion in order to
furnish himseif with
those who challenged the acts or
the Government in the matter,
affording the Members of the

means of comparing those re-
with an authentic record, or
studying the statements recalled in
their relation ‘to the context. The impart-

on
material for defence
againgst
policy of
without

House the
collections

of

ial onlooker could not help feeling gur
prised at the time that Mr. Foster could
have deemed it consistent either with the

courtesy of debate, or with common fair-

ness, to use for his own purposes such
portions as suited him of a document
which was not within reach of his op-

ponents. That surprise is increased when
it now becomes known that it was quite
within his power, had he been so disposed,
to have laid the documents in question up-
table of the On a par with
thig was the flimsy excuse of the premier
for its continued non-production, viz., that
it first to obtain the permis-
sion of the British Government, and the
still flimsier excuse for not having before
obtained such perinission, that no formal
demand had before been made for the pro-
duction of the papers in question. How
could House be expected to ask for
the production oi papers which they were
permitted—not to say led—to believe non-
? What more natural, on the
other hand. tha » 2 Government.avhich
had a proper respect for the rights of
Parliament and due regard to the prinei-
responsibility, which is the corner-
the Canadian political system,
than to have sought such permission of

on the House.

is

necessary

the

existent

ple of

stone of

its own motion and hastened voluncarily
to take the people’s representatives into
their confidence ? Sir John’s defence in
this matter has, we are forced to say,

too much the nature of a lawyer’s quibble,
and rem:nds one unpleasantly of some fea-
tures of one or two noted spee(thes made
by him on a former ocecasion, on which we
commented at the time. But whatever
may have seemed to him permissible in the
fway of special pleading in his capacity as
a subordinate member of the Administra-
tion, it surely ought not to be too much
to expect from one occupying the exalted
position of First Minister, that he should
exhiibit thot _proonnd  pespret for the
rights and dignity of Parliarfent which
is happily characteristic of the'successive
premiers of Great Britain, axuig
treat the well understood wishes ol
People’s representatives with correspc
ing frankness and courtesy.

In saying 'so much we are by no m.e&
unmindiul of the well-known and very m
cessary constitutional usage whiché ac
cords cabinet ministers the rights! tc
‘withhold at discretion any documents or
other information on matters of interna-

tional concern, whenever they are prepareq

to say on their responsibility as Her Ma:
jesty’s advisers that, in their opinion, the'
bringing down of such papers at the time
Yvould not be in the public interest. Had
Sir John Thompson or Mr. Foster taker
that position in the presents case we ¢
not suppose that anything more wo
have been said, however difficult it m’

{
)



THE AMERICAN

SPEAKING VOICE

By Francis Rogers

ICTOR MAUREL, the
greatest acting singer this
country has known, once
wrote to a Parisian journal
of seeing Richard Mansfield
play the character part of
“Prince Karl,” and praised, in especial,
the facility and verisimilitude with which
Mansfield imitated with his voice different
musical instruments and the voices of other
people. The French artist described the
somewhat nasal timbre of Mansfield’s
natural voice as being more or less typical
of the American speaking voice in general,
and held this fundamental quality to in-
dicate the capacity for vocal development
that is so notable among our singers in the
operatic world to-day. But foreign ob-
servers, as a rule, have been much less laud-
atory in their comments on the American
voice and have discovered in it a twang and
a strenuous note distressing both to ears
and to sensibilities. We, on our side, have
accepted these strictures with meekness,
admitting their justness and deploring dis-
piritedly our own vocal shortcomings, but
making little or no attempt to better a re-
mediable situation.

Some of these critics have maintained
that, owing to our abominably changeable
climate, we are all, in some degree, sufferers
from catarrh, so that our national nose is
in a chronic state of “no thoroughfare”—
hence our high-pitched and nasal tones.
This explanation is hardly to be taken seri-
ously, and I, for one, do not believe that we
are a more catarrhal people than are the in-
habitants of any other country within the
north temperate zone. Our American win-
ters, so full of bright sunshine and bracing
air, are, despite the sudden changes in tem-
perature and the occasional severe storms,
quite as healthful, I am sure, as the dank,
sunless winters of London, Paris, Milan,
and Berlin.

The American voice is not inherently (or
catarrhally) nasal or unmusical, but it is
certainly crude and uncultivated. Its dis-
agrccul)'lc qualities are due to our generally
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slovenly utterance and to our neglect of the
mere technique of speech. Under cultiva-
tion our voices are as beautiful as any.
Our best actors, a few public speakers like
W. J. Bryan and President Eliot, and our
singers in every opera-giving country fur-
nish ample proof of this assertion. As a
people, we are lamentably careless in our
speech. Our restless, hasty lives drive
from our minds the impulse for self-culture
that would lead us to train intelligently the
mechanism of vocal expression.

“Her voice was ever soft, gentle, and low,
—an excellent thing in woman ’—because
the tones of the voice betokened the lovely
qualities of tenderness, unselfishness, and
humility. No organ of the body is more
truly indicative of character and mental
states than is the voice. A melodious voice
attracts us; a strident voice repels us. A
strain of sentiment creeps into our voice,
and our hearers sense at once the feeling be-
hind it. A shadow in the voice, and in-
stinct straightway guesses the lurking in-
sincerity or falsehood. A friend of mine
maintains that he can read character cor-
rectly at the first hearing of a voice. What
persuasive power lies in a noble, mellifluous
utterance! Bryan’s sonorous, fluent tones
are among his most effective oratorical
weapons.

The physical conformation of the throat
and head has much to do with the power
and quality of the voice, but in this matter
psychology plays quite as influential a part
as physiology. If we are a hasty, strenu-
ous, and materialistic people, our voices will
inevitably tell the story, and not till we have
mended our tense, eager, self-seeking we
shall we learn to speak altogether me'”
ously. ed,

But it is not my intention here to p1e,
the simple life. I wish only to enter a
for a greater attention to the purely phys
aspects of the question. The study of vo.
production, whether for singing or fo.
speaking, may, in a general way, be divided
into two parts. One concerns itself with
the column of air, the base of which rests

ad

her
to
1X,
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The Woman at the Cross-Roads
(Her child speaks.)

Why do you look at me with such a shade
Upon your eyes, so still and steadily?

I am not naughty, but I am afraid,

[ know not why.

The world is huge and puzzling and perverse—
[’ven my nurse,

When most my heart is stirred,

Will put me by, with some complacent word
Or, if she listens, in a little while

Babbles my (]L'L'})(‘rl secret with a smile.

My mother, Oh, my mother, only you

Are kind and just and honorable and true
Others are fond, others will play and sing,
Will kiss me, or will let me kiss and cli
But only you, my mother, comprehend
How little children feel and love the truth,
Only you cherish like an equal friend

The shy and tragic dignity of youth.

12 5

(The woman answers her lover.)
All my life long I think I dreamt of t
[lven as a girl, my visions were of you.
Alas, I grew incredulous of bliss;
And now too late, too late the dream comes true
Sweet are the charms you offer me, my lover,
To read the riddle of the universe,
And in your arms I should not soon discover
Our old, old mortal curse.
And yet I put them by, because I trust
In other magic, far beyond the ken
Even of you, the tenderest of men,—
In spells more permanent than any sorrow,
Which bind me to the past, and make to-morrow
My own, even although I sleep it through in dust,—
The revelation which to every woman
Her children bring,
Making her one, not only with things human,—
With every living thing.
For only mothers raise no passionate cry
.8 Against mortality;
iregy, For only they have learnt the reason why
. OpPOSN It is worth while to live, and presently,
bates waks Seeing Nature’s meaning, are content to die.
st not be t
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to form cc
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bourses in intimate co operation. They do

the Cross-Roads

ployable before the police arrest, and the

not originate opportunities to work. They magistrate condemns to forced labor on
do take over the task of seeing that neither the city sewage farms. There from 3,000
1]1}‘ machinery of production nor the man to ;.odo men, women, and children are fed
willing and competent to produce shall be and lodged for the night, but they may not
hindered from coming into relations by so be taken in oftener than five migh'l« in three
muc h as an hour of delay preventable by months. The stream of broken lives flow
intelligence and organization. ing through those iron-bedded halls sends

Not far from where employable labor a rivulet to the Exchange which under
waits in Berlin for opportunity is the vast takes to do for the man on the edge of the
asylum for the night (Nachtasyl) main- abyss what he cannot do for himself. The
tained by the municipality. It is a last others, society cannot yet tell why, disap

crumbling foothold of those mostly unem- pear into the depths.

THE WOMAN AT THE CROSS-ROADS

By Alice Duer Miller

(Her lover speaks.)

AN equal love between a man and woman,
This is the only charm to set us {ree,

And this the only omen

Of immortality.

Only for us, the long, long war is over
Between our aspiring spirits,

And all the flesh inherits,

Because, dear saint, your soul no less

Has got a lover,

Than has your body’s long slim loveliness.
Ah, my beloved, think not renunciation

Of such a love as ours

Will bring you any strengthening of your powers,
Or calm, or dignity,\or peace of mind

To be compared with that which you will find
In love’s full consummation.

Talk not to me of other older ties,

Of duty, and of narrower destinies,

Nor bid me see that we\have met too late;
While we have lips and eyes

To kiss and call;

But rather thank our fate, d

For this mad gift—that we have met at all. nd

Come to me then. Ah, must I bid you come?

Your heart is mine. Is then your will so loath? her

Leave him from whom your spirit long since fled, to

Whose house is not your home; your only home, 1x,

Although the same roof never cover both, :

Is where I am, until we both are dead.

Fo ey y

I e —
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that he may keep a good front toward the
world. The effect of the whole is psycho-
logically stimulating.

Upon the women’s board the supply is
less than the demand. Employers offered
16,935 places while 36,026 women and girls
applied for them and only 28,843 accepted
offers, or an average of 65 in the hundred.
The widest disproportion was in the domes
tic service division, one of the smallest in
the Exchange, probably because both mis-
tresses and servants find the neighborhood
employment agency the more convenient,
even though a fee is charged. The govern-
ment last year placed all private agencies
under close supervision, fixing fees and ob-
serving transactions. However, 1,170 ser
vant girls entered themselves at the Ex-
change in 1910 and 1,031 took service from
among 3,528 offers. The mistresses in this
instance go there to be examined by the
maids. The women’s domestic service
department is the envy of men out of work
and many an amusing little tale is told of
the manner in which the pretensions of
madame are reduced, by the independence
of the maid. The director of the unskilled
department has overheard the men describ-
ing imaginary interviews, after the style
of the domestic, between themselves and
the imaginary employer, with amusing
stipulations concerning the beer allowance,
days off, family dinner in the middle of the
day, cold supper at night, and laundry
limitations. Few women workers are out
of a position more than a day or two. The
law respecting two weeks notice and three
afternoons out to find another place is ob-
served almost absolutely by employers.

Some odd particulars about the occupa-
tions of men are tabulated in the reports of
the imperial labor department. Only one
cigarmaker was out of work in the first
quarter of 19og in the whole country, and

one was reported as idle the second quar-
t. Then, owing to an increase in the
. beeco taxes, 183 were unemployed the
bat juarter, and /107 the last three months
st ie year. The preceding year eight
in :co-workers were unengaged during
tewelve months and at no one time were

; re than three out of places among a total
203,224 /workers in tobacco. Unem-
ployment among miners, doubtless due to
the hard, dreary, poorly-paid work, runs
low. The miners’ unions reported to the

government that during the first quarter
of 1909 forty-eight were out of work. The
largest number in any quarter of the year
was 253, while during the same year thirty-
seven per cent of the journeymen barbers
were unengaged at one time.

The number of unemployed in Germany
appears to be smaller; relatively, than in
other industrial countries. International
comparisons are difficult because of the dif-
ferent methods used by the labor depart-
ments in various countries in obtaining fig-
ures of unemployment. The British Board
of Trade issued in January of this year
a fourth official compilation of foreign
labor statistics, in which percentages were
given of the fluctuations in employment in
Germany, the United States, France, Bel-
gium, and Denmark, based upon the reports
of trades-unions to the governments of the
European countries mentioned and to the
State governments of New York and Mas-
sachusetts. The percentages of unem-
ployed were:

NITF
YEAR FRANCE ST BELGIUM DENMARK
1903 10.1 Tl i R
1904 10.8 {7 SR
1905 9.9 2.1 13.28
1906 8.4 1.8 0.12
1907 7.5 2.0 6.79
1908 9.5 5.9 10.96
1Q0Q 8.1 3-4 3:32

The British report, while indicating that
the statistics must be taken with caution in
making contrasts between countries, affirms
that the percentages form a useful index
to the fluctuations in the labor markets of
the countries themselves. The percentages
in Germany, as will have been noted, are
not only far below those of other countries,
but they are less irregular than those else-
where, except in France. The figures for
the United States were derived from the
statistics of New York and Massachusetts
alone and are further impaired by the cir-
cumstance that the building and wood-
working trades in those states were repre-
sented in New York by thirty-four per cent,
and in Massachusetts by twenty-three per
cent of the totals. The fluctuations in
these trades are more violent than in any
others. The steadiness of employment in
Germany is wrought by a variety of causes
found in the character and institutions of
the people, but among them may be placed
the contributing influence of the 712 labor




The American

upon the diaphragm, and which passes
through the larynx and vocal cords into the
resonating cavities of the head; the other
deals with the processes of articulation and
pronunciation, which take place entirely in
themouth. The column of air is the tone
itself in the rough: the mouth, tongue, and
lips mould it into the vowels and consonants
requisite for the formation of intelligible
SPEE( h.

The foundation of good voice production
is good breathing, and nature will attend to
this, if we give it half a chance. If we
stand or sit erect, without stiffness, but with
our backbone straight from its base to the
neck, the lungs will act freely and correctly.
Over the vocal cords we have no direct con-
scious control, and the less we try to do with
the throat, the better will be the tones we
utter. The throat should always be free
from any tightness whatsoever. Any in
fringement of this law impairs infallibly the
beauty of the tone. The driving power of
the vocal machinery comes from the base of
the column of air, and it is in that region
only that muscular effort is permissible.

After the tone reaches the mouth the jaw,
tongue, and lips shape it into either a vowel
or a consonant sound. When we sigh we
breathe out softly the vowel # (as in up).
When we laugh we aspirate the vowel a and
say “Ha!Ha!” When we hum we vocalize
the consonant m. These are all spontane-
ous utterances that we do not need to be
taught, but in the study of a complicated
and highly developed language like Eng-
lish we must learn to form consciously and
correctly the many vowel and consonant
sounds. A deaf child may be taught to
speak by a system known as “visible
speech,” by means of which, under the
guidance of the eye alone, the tongue, lips,
and jaw are trained to assume the correct
positions for the production of the desired
sounds. By this system it is possible to cor-
rect defects of utterance and crudities of ac-
cent in all languages. There is practically
no difference in accent or inflection between
the best American and the best English
actors, and this is because both have
trained themselves out of the dialectic
and provincial peculiarities with which
their speech may originally have been
afflicted, and now speak on a higher
level of excellence which is common to
both countries.
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An element of capital importance in de-
termining the general character of national
utterance is, of course, language, and the
voice itself is radically affected by the quali
ties and defects of the mother-tongue. Of
the four great European languages, Eng-
lish, French, German, and Italian, Italian
is by far the simplest phonetically. - It con-
tains only seven or eight distinct vowel
sounds, all of them pure and open, and a
relatively small number of consonants.” For
this reason it is the easiest language of all
to pronounce \\\il-li)' and \’ul‘l'w‘ll_\‘ and it
strikes the foreign ear as delightfully frank
and transparent. On the other hand, its
phonetic poverty makes for a certain monot-
ony and a lack of resource in the expression
of imaginative and highly differentiated
thought. The typical Italian voice is,
therefore, rather high in pitch, vibrant, and
penetrating, but not subtle or orotund.
(The mighty Salvini stands outside of this
generalization; Novelli doesnot.) Throati-
ness and huskiness of quality are entirely
absent.

French has a rich assortment of vowel
sounds, pure, mixed, nasal, and covered,
none of which seem in the mouths of the
best speakers ever to resonate farther back
than the front teeth and often sound on the
surface of the very lips themselves. The
tendency of the language has been always
to cast out unmusical and difficult conso-
nant sounds, especially sibilants, and this
facilitates greatly the emission of the voice.
France, above all other countries, takes an
effective pride in the transparency of its
language and prizes a fine diction so highly
that even in singers a limpid utterance is of
more importance than beauty of voice.
The French voice, consequently, is, like
Italian, rather high in pitch, and of un-
equalled clearness, but somewhat nasal and
dry in quality and lacking in nobility and
sensuous charm.

German is a noble language, in number
of words and in phonetic variety second to
English alone, but its complicated syntax,
its husky gutturals, its close-crowded con-
sonants, and its deep-toned vowels produce
a heavy, dark voice, poorly adapted to clear
utterance or to the expression of the lighter
sentiments, though unquestionably impres-
sive in serious or majestic moments.

England and America possess in common
alanguage of unequalled richness in respect




to both number of words and variety of
sounds. It contains all the Italian vowels
and, in addition, about a dozen pure and
shade (or compound) vowels, some of which
are not to be found in the other tongues.
Happily, it lacks the French nasals and the
German gutturals. So we have on our
palette a choice of tone colors greater than
that of any other linguistic race, and, con-
sequently, the material with which to paint
the very noblest word pictures. To master
the diction of so rich a language as English
is, compared with, say, Italian, a long task,
but it is a question of length of time rather
than of relative difficulty.

English asitis spoken ¢ ommonly in Eng-
land and as it is spoken by the rank and file
in America presents many points of dif
ference. The best speech in both coun
tries is, as I have said above, practically the
same. England is pre-eminently the land
of conservatism and tradition—an animal
with a remarkably prehensile tail, Emerson
called it—and has preserved many of its
dialects and old tricks of speech, despite the
influence of universal education toward
creating and maintaining a common stand-
ard of purity of accent. We Americans, on
the other hand, are almost altogether with-
out local or linguistic traditions. 'We move
about freely within a territory aslong and as
broad as the country itself, feeling at home
in every part of it. Our public schools, the
outgrowth of the old New England system,
are pretty much the same everywhere. We
all read the same magazines and derive our
knowledge of the doings of the whole world
from the same associated press reports.
Our national turn of mind, which concerns
itself with the present and the futurerather
than with the past, and our uniform educa-
tional influences make for a similarity of
speech that often renders it difficult to guess
from what part of the country a speaker
comes. I do not mean to assert that dis-
tinguishing peculiarities of speech do not
exist at all in our country, for such localisms
as the open o’s and the flat a’s of eastern
New England, and the softened utterance
of those Southerners that have been
surrounded all their lives by colored people
are undeniable; but these peculiarities are
disappearing gradually and our national
speech is becoming as unisonant and as free
from local color as our national architec-
ture is uniform.

<120 The American Speaking Voice

te)

Correct habits of utterance and, conse
quently, an agreeable, melodious speaking
voice, can be acquired and maintained only
by one ambitious in self-culture. Good
schooling turns our faces in the right direc-
tion: it is for our maturer years to decide
if we are to continue in the path of self-
improvement. We Americans have yet to
show ourselves very wise or very open-
minded seekers after culture. In a new
country where inherited fortunes are excej
tional and where almost every man and
many a woman have had to scratch for a
living, the task of bread-winning naturally
assumes a position of prime importance, and
the average citizen asks the world about
him not to bother him with responsibilities
and problems not immediately connected
with his struggle for wealth. And so this
average American citizen, although he can
read and write and cipher, and in his early
youth has had at least a bowing acquaint-
ance with the humanities, forgets his “morn-
ing wishes” and unreflectingly accepts, in
their place, “a few herbs and apples.”
Among his forgotten morning wishes is the
wish to have an intelligent appreciation of
music, art, and literature. He will listen to
no serious music; the artistic movements'of
the day concern him not. His reading is
limited to the daily papers, the cheaper
magazines, and an occasional ‘“best-seller.”
His correspondence passes through the
hands of a stenographer and his epistolary
style becomes altogether commercial and
journalistic.

With a horizon limited to the stretch of
his ambition to become rich and to help his
family up in the social world, it is small
wonder that our average citizen never even
so much as turns his mind toward the sub-
ject of the correct and elegant utterance of
his thoughts. Enough for him if he makes
himself understood in the give and take of
his hasty life. Caring nothing for the beau
ty of his own utterance, he sets a wretched
example to his children, and thoughtlessly
Jeaves to the school the responsibility for
training them to express themselves in me
lodious speech. The school,in its turn, has
little or no time to give to voice-training,
and the result is that the child reaches ma
turity almost entirely unversed in this im-
portant branch of culture.

A mellow, sonorous voice 1s rare in any
country. Itsbeauty in the rough is usually

—— | - —



The Point of View

due to an harmonious nature and good
health, but just as by conscious effort we are
able to harmonize our natures and improve
our health, so also may we cultivate in our-
selves a spontaneous, simple, and agreeable
utterance in well-controlled and well-modu-
lated tones. Such an utterance brings out
all the potential beauty of the natural voice
and is within the capacity of everybody.
So long as we remain a nation of mere
money-seekers, so long shall we speak in
dry, eager, money-seeking voices, and it is
only as we begin to realize (as, indeed, an
ever-increasing number of Americans are
beginning to realize) that material success
is only a small part of the real success of
life, that we shall place a proper estimate on
the substantial value of a well-trained voice.

We are already agreed that every child
ought to have some training in drawing and

A —TN e
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music, even though in later life he may
never put it to any regular use, but every
child, except the dumb, is sure to use his
voice daily as long as he lives. Why not,
then, have it trained and developed to its
full capacity for beauty and power? Its
eloquence, no matter what his walk in life,
will be for him a useful and a potent
weapon, and for those he knows and meets
a balm and a delight.

Foreigners may reproach us for our un-
musical voices; the remedy lies with our-
selves. We have inherited from our an-
cestors a noble and -expressive language.
We have received from nature voices po-
tentially as melodious as those of any other
]i('l)])it'. Let us strive, then, 11)’ every
means in our power to make our voices and
utterances as noble and expressive as the
language of our inheritance.

- T H E#RPQINE Qe Vbbb

Entertaining

AVING acquired, if not celebrity, at
least that measure of notoriety that
makes one available for the purposes
of our daily press, I was not long ago solicited
to lend my attention for an hour or two to a
searching inquiry into my past life, to retrace
the first steps of my career, to explain the
methods of my work, the services of my in-
spiration, my future projects, and, by natural
progression, to elucidate any theories I might
have to account for the happy conservation of
my hair “for a longer period than some of my
contemporaries,” as Whistler once put it.

I have no word to say against this pleasant
habit of interviewing, which my publisher as-
sures me is not without its uses in the upward
climb to the ranks. of the ““best sell-

difficult task with all the consideration possi-
ble, and are generally willing to submit their
report to the interviewed to avoid misquotation;
so that the public can rest assured that in the
majority of cases the disclosure of details con-
cerning the work or the personal appearance of
one of our celebrities has been carefully edited
by its subject and thus possesses autobio-
graphic value.

In the present instance at least, these con-
ditions were carefully observed, and the emis-
ary of the press being a charming young person
with a properly high appreciation of her call-
ing, nothing could exceed the chirurgical skill
with which the journalistic probe was handled
—quite without the infliction of pain to the
patient. A few days later I was enabled to

Angels ers,” for it is so firmly established in read the interview in manuscript, and, beyond

Unawares

our manners and customs that few
escape it; unless, perhaps, to question if its
wide-spread benefitsare not diminished by their
very quantity. Still less shall my voice be
raised against the practitioners who are em-
ployed upon this delicate inquest into the per-
: | the work of those who happen to
he search-light along the pathway
They conduct their

sonality an
travel under t
of momentary notoriety.

a certain surprise at the well-rounded periods
and a certain soulful tone into which my conver-
sation had apparently lapsed, I was pleased to
recognize its general integrity and was able, in
journalistic phrase, to release it for publication.

But of this momentous experience there re-
mains one impression and certain reflections
born of it, which from slowness of perception I
fear I did not make clear to my fair interviewer;
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though the opportunity of enforcing an obvious
moral is now palpably evident.

In the course of our conversation reference
was made to a thin volume, a sequence of son-
nets,-which was my first published work, and
which an after success in popular fiction has
dragged from the limbo of the unwelcomed,
where an unprepared world received it silently.
Perhaps the love of the parent for his first born
has made the measured praise of this work
count largely in self-appreciation; perhaps
some strain of poetic sympathy, which trans-
pierced the up-to-date armor and the hobbled
skirt in which the person and the intelligence
of the young journalist were encased and gave
to my work of this character considerable im-
portance in her report. In any case it fell that
in connection with it I chanced to speak of one
whose work resembled but preceded mine,
whose merit even egotistical partiality recog-
nized to be akin, if not equal or superior, but
who had never met with the least shadow of
popular success. I knew that this modest
singer earned his livelihood as a teacher in the
local schools of a city that would tax as Eastern
provinciality its description as ‘“ Western ”’; the
very one, however, which, by this emissary of
its principal journal, sought this interview with
me.

““Oh, poor Mr. So and So,” responded my
interlocutor, with a fine toss of her pretty head
which set a-quiver the adornments of a marvel-
lously constructed hat, ‘‘we don’t count him; he
has never been heard of beyond the city limits.”

Well, I have no personal acquaintance with
this gentleman, but I know by report how high
are his ideals, I know beyond the evidence of
his carefully chiselled verse how solicitous is
he of the niceties of his craft, how cheerfully
he labors alone and unrecognized, finding in the
very region where he lives the material of his
theme, from the fauna and flora, from the
skies and rivers of his environment—all that
transformed in the alembic of his mind lends
distinction to his work; while day by day he
conscientiously imparts the rudiments of a
common-school education to the younger gen-
eration of his fellow citizens who ‘““don’t count
him.” Nota great poet, granted; but one whose
verse, like a light native wine, forbids exporta-
tion, should at least be relished in the region
whose vineyards have yielded its mild ex-
hilaration!

These, as I have said before, are but after
reflections, and this is the moral which I
neglected to force upon my interviewer, and

)

which now, at the thirteenth hour, I would
fain address to her and to her kind:

“My dear young lady, you come to me upon
the pretext that there is
of import to the readers of your home town
You will bear witness to my plea that it is all

a message in my work

writ down and accessible in volumes, clear in
print and moderate in price. Even if few buy
books the public libraries are ther. for those
who, you assure me, are hungering for this
message. You further insist that it is the ‘per-
sonal touch’ that is important, and, as you
know, I forgive and permit the reference to the
color of my hair and the cordial gleam of my
eyes. But why go so far afield? I have, it is
true, entered a broader domain: I have turned
to elements that are of larger, if not higher, in-
terest to the general public.
ogy for this, and count my later work to be as

)
I make no apol-

truly my own—grown older and more worldly
wise—as my earlier; which some few perhaps
more truly concerned with the quality of our
art are prone to rank the higher.

“But what of him who has never met with
recognition, for whom judicious praise or in-
telligent criticism has not girded the loins for
sustained or further flight? Rare though they
may be, there are those whose appreciation dis-
proves your assertion that your local poet has
not outstepped his parochial bounds. What
better task could you set yourself than to make
this audience wider, if only from pride of
place?

“Think how much to such a spirit would
mean the recognition of those whose life he
shares, who voices the message of their own
familiar woods and fields, who translates these
homely surroundings into cadenced verse.
The better part of the courage which arms us
for life condes to the artist, in any form of art,
from the consciousness of his integrity to his
craft. He knows of those gone before, to so
many of whom the world of their time gave
little heed; and he perseveres, confident that if
he can mould his medium into consecrated
form his message, whatsoever it may be, will
sooner or later evoke response.

“Hence there are few nobler lives than that
of one who turns sturdily to some bread-win-
ning task and holds as recompense unfaltering
allegiance to an art, treating it as sacred and
apart from the commoner parts of life. To
such in their isolation how cheering would be a
friendly word of praise, a discriminating criti-
cism, where more often pitying sarcasm is
alone bestowed. I believe that Mr. So and
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