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SPRAT (THOMAS) Bp. of Rochester. 1635-1713. 
5466. The Plague of Athens, which hapned 

in the second Year of the Peloponnesian 
Warre. First described in Greek by Thucy
dides; then in Latin by Lucretius. Now 
attempted in English, by Tho. Sprat. sm. 4°. 
Land., pr. by E. C. for H. Brome, 1665. 

In verse ; preceded by the description from 
Thucydides, bk. ii, tr. by Thos. Hobbes, 1629. 

[8] +6 +24 +[2] pp. The first leaf bears the 
licence dated 1665, the last (E 4, with publisher's 
List) is followed in this copy by an Imprimatur 
dated 'Nov. the gth 1678 '. This extra leaf is of 
different paper, is not in the B. M. copy, and 
evidently does not belong to the pamphlet. 

The poem appeared in 1659 and, being composed 
"after incomparable Dr. Cowley's Pindarick way", 
eamed its author the nickname Pindaric Sprat. 
" It is his misfortune that ... his name is better 
known as a versifier than as a master of English 
prose" (D. N. B.). 
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Plague of AthenS~ 
Which hapned in the 

·sECOND Y-E·A R~ 
0 F THE 

Peloponnefian \IVarre. 

Firfl: defcribed in (jreelt by Thucydides; 
Then in Latin by Lucretius. 

-------~------' 

:;\(g"PY attempted in Englif!-> 

By T H o. s p R AT. 

L o IX 1J o N, 

Printed by B.[. for Henry (Brome, at the Gun in 
lllJ·lane, a665. . 





';{:o my Worthy and Learned .Friend, 
'Dr. W alter Pope, late ProElor of 

the ~ni-verfi.t)1 of Oxford. 
S 71 R,' . 

I Know not what pleafure you could take in bell:owing 
your commands fo unprofitably, unlefs it be that for 
which Nature fometimes cherifhes and allows Mon

frers,The love of Variety. This onely delight you will re
ceive by turning over this rude and unpolif11t Copy, and 
comparing it with my excellent Patterns, the Greek. and 
Latin. By this you will fee how much a noble Subject is 
chang' d and disfigured by an ill hand, and what reafon 
Alexander had to forbid his Pieture to be drawn but by 
fome celebrated Pencil. In Greek Tlmo·dides fo well and fo 

. lively exprdfes it,that I know not which is more a Poem, 
his defcription, or that of Lucretitts. Though it tnu£1:: be 
faid, that the Hiflorian had a vat.:l: advantage over the Poet; 

, He having been prefent on the place, and a£faulted by the 
difeafe hirnfelf, had the horror familiar to his Eyes, and all 
the lhapes of the mifery frill remaining on his mind, which 
mull needs make a great impreffion on. his Pen and Fan· - - · A J cie . . 



de. Whereas the Poet was forced to allow his foot.lleps-; 
·and onely work on that nutter he allow' d him. This I 
fpeak,becaule it may in fome n1eafi1re too excu[e my own 
defects: For being fo far remov'd from the place where .. 
on the difea~ acted its J'ragedy; and time_ having denied 
us many of the circumRan~, cufioil\es oF die~o1l ey, 
and other fmall things which wou!-d be of great ufe to a .. 
ny one who dtCl intend to be perfect on 'the fubjeCl:; be
fides ondy writing by an ldtert of that wb1ch 1 never yet 
fawlnor care to fed, (being not of the humor ofth~P<ain
ter in Sir'P/:Jilip Sidmy, who tbruft himfqlf intcthe. tn it 
of a Fight, tbat he tnight the better delineate it:) hav~ g,I 
fay,all thefe di(1d\·antages, and many more, forwhidi I 
muft onely blame my felf, it .cannot rbe e~pe~ed c th3t I 
fhould come ne~r equalling him in whom n~e<;>fitbe 
contrary advantages were wanting. T'hus then, Sir, by 
emboldning 1ne to this rafh atten1pt, you have given op
portunitie to the (jreek and Latin to Triumph over ~yr 
Mother tongue. Yet I would not have the honour ofJthe 
Countries or Languages engaged in the comparifon, but 
that the inequality fhould reach no farther than the Au-. 
thors. But I have much reafon to fear the j ufl: indigna
tion of that excellent Perfon, (the prefent Orn:tment and 
Honour of our Nation) whofe way of writing I imitate : 
forhemaythinkhimfelf as much injured by my follow
ing him, as were the Heavens by that bold mans counter
feitingthe facredand unimitable.noifeof Thunder by the 
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found of Brafs at1d Horfes hoofs. I fhall onely fay for my 
felf, that I took Cicero~s advice, who bids us in imitation 
propofe the Noblefl: pattern to our thoughts ; for fo we 
may be fure to be raifed above the common Level, though 
we come infinitely ilwrt of what we aim at. Yet I hope 
that renowned Poet will have none of my crimes any 
way refleCl: on himfelf; for it was not any fault in the 
excellent Mufician, that the weak Bird, indeavouring by 
firaining its throat, to follow his Notes) defrroyed her felf 
in the Attempt. Weli, Sir, by this, that I have chofen ra
ther to expofe my felf than be di_fobedient, you may guefs 
~ith what zeal and hazard I H:nve to approve my .. ~elf, 

S I 7(, 

Yot4Y moft Humble and 

Ajfeflionate Ser)Jant, 

T H o. s p RAT:. 





++t4tft+++ttrtttt!ti ttJftftctc
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·T H u c Y D 1 D E s~ Lib. 2~1 

"As it is excellently TranO~ted by Mr. Hohhs; 

IN t·be 'l1ery beginning of Summer, the l?eloponnefians,and 
theirConfederates,'l};ith two thirds of their forces,as before 
in"l1aded Attica,untlet tbe tonduEl of Archidamus, the /on 

'Of Zeuxidamas,l(in~ o{Laccdzmon, and after they had en• 
camped tl;emfehes, "'afled the (tiuntrey about thfm. 

They hail11ot been many days in Attica, 11hen the Plagut firfl 
Jegan among{l the Athenians_, f~id alfo to ha"l1e feiz..ed fortnerlJ 
-on di"l1ets otbtr parts, as abont Lernnos., and elfi"»Jbere i but fo 
great a Plague,and Mortality of Men, D1its ne-ver retnembred t" 
ba"l1e hapned in a>~ place before. For at firfl, neither 1l1ere the 
l'Jryficians able to cure it, tbrou.gb ignorance of "D11Jat it 'l>as, but 
Jied faftefl them{el"l1es ,as being the men. tbat tnofl approacl/ d tbe 
fick,nor any other art of man a"l1ailed1Pbatfoe-ver. 110 fupplica• 
tions to the Gods, and enquiries of Oracles, and 11hatjoe}'er o· 
tlJer means they uftd of that ltind, pro-ved all unprofitable; in• 
Jomucl, as fobdued DJith the gre-atnifs of the e1Jtl 

7 
they ga1Je 

them all o}er. It began (by report) firft, in that part of .~Ethio
pia that lieth upon iEgypt, and thence foil do'»>n i11to .tEgypt 
and Afrique, and into the grtateft part of the Territories ef 
!~~ ~ng. !~ in'V~ded Athens o1z :juaden,and toudJed firfl up-

J.J on. 



(i) 
on tho(e t!Jat J"JVelt in Pyra'us, i omUcl:J a! tbej reported t'at 
the Peloponnefians !J4d caft poyfon into their Wells;{or Springs 
ther_~ 1vere not any in that place. But after"!Vards it came -up in .. 
to the htgf:J (ity,and then t!Jry died a great deal [after. l\(o'RJ let 
elJery man; PIJ,jfic~an, or other,. COJ cerning the ground of this 
ficknejs_;rtJhence it iPrun:r,,4?1d YV)Jat caufe~ be thinks ttble to prcr: 
Ju~'fl great an alteration~ /peak accovdirtg to hu o)l1n kno'Q1-
ltdge;{or. my oYVn part ,I rvill d.etilJJr but the manner of it)and lay 
ope1~ OJ!elyfucb_~hin~s, as one, may t1~ hiJ lvf_ark by, to difco"}Jer 

. t/Je /ani,~ if.t't-~otr!~j ag~~~.l~· ha)Jf?~ he~.n b/!~1) jick of it. fll.J. /elf,. 
anJ' Jten otlJer.s fie~ of th~f:!Ju. . rfJ~t! year, 6y confe{Strm_-of all 
men,"Wa.s of all otber,{orotber 1Ji{ea{es, moft free and healti{Hl. 
If any 1wm YVere fie! be{ore)Ji5 difeafe tur'{led to this; if not,yet 
fuddl:nlJ , '»Jzt!Jout any tfpparent C4'ffe preceding, and being in 
per/eEl bedlch) they 'JiJere ta~en firjl .with an e;:qream ache in 
their Heads)rednefs and injlamation of tbe Eyt$; and then in• 
'»Jardly}~eir Throats and Tongms gre)v pr~fently bloody) and 
t!Jdr breath noyfome and unfa1Jory. Upon tkis j~llo"fPed a filee .. 
~)ti a71d_ hoa~[ne[s, a11d not_i.onr, after, tl.'e pain,~togetber ~ttba 
mighty cough,came down into tbe breft. .llnd Jvhen once it "fPM · 

{!tied in tbe Stomach,it caujed )omit, and TtJjth .P,teltt !Orment 
tame up all manner of bilio~~& pur.gll(lQtt tbat PbyJicial~!. e)ler na .. 
me d. M oft of them had alfo. tbe Bickey.exe, iJIJi.ch brou:~t 'P,itb 
it aflrong (onlJulfion, and m fame ceaje~ quickry, 6J4t in others 
"RJas long before it galle olJer. Their bo4ies outJJar:.a(y to tf;~ 
toucb,111er~ neither ~ery hot, nor Nlf1 but r~ddi[h}iR .. \1; .fnd ~t.
fl~111r~d 'E'tth ilt~le ptmples anilllJf.eJJH i bM Jp bs ~~illJl~~-

!y, 
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3· ) 
lj;IU not to endure any the light eft cloat1,s or linnen garment to 
be upon them,110r any thing but me er nakednefs ,but rather ,moft 
"»Jilling/y to l~alJe cafi tbemftl1Jes into the cold '»Jater. And m4-
ny of tbem that 'Were not looked to>polfejfed '1Vitb infatiate t1Jirft, 
ran unto the lflells;aml to drink. much;.or littlc,ll1M indijferent~cJ 
being flill from ellje ana power to fleep M far M elJer. As long 
M the difoa(e )}M at tbe height,tbeir bodies 17afled not,but refi• 
fled the torment beyond all expeElation, infomucb ~s the moft of 
them either died of t!Jeir in)}J~trd burning in 9 or 7 Jayes,whilefl 
they had yet ftrength,or if they e[caped thill, then the di}eafe {al• 
ling doum into thetr bellies, and cauftng there .great exulcerati• 
ems and immoderate loofenefi, tbey died mttny of them a(ter
''lvards tl;rougb "iJeaknefs : Frir the drftafe (DJ hie/, tookfirft the. 
1Jead) began abo11e, anJ came dolJn, and paffed through the 
wbvle bodJ; and he that olJertame the '»Jorfl of tt,"WM yet mar
ked rvith the lo(s of hu extreme parts; for bre~tking out botb 
at their Pril1y•members, and at t!Jeir fingers and Toes, many 
"Dlith the lofs of theft ejcaped. There "aiere alfo fome that loft 
tbere Eys ,& many t!Jat prefent~ upon their reco)Jery iJere taken 
'»Jitb fucb an oblilJzon of all tbirtgs 1vhat(oe1Jer ~ .zs they neither 
kne'JlJ them[el'Pes nor their acquaintance. For this )};I~ a kind of. 
fi'cik.?:ifs. "iJhich far furmounted all txprefSionof ~ords, ana both 
exceeded Ht~m~ne Nature, in the cruelty '»Jbere"»Jith it 1Jandled 

· eacb 01.ze, a1ld appeared alfo otherllJi(e to be none of tho/e dijtafls 
th~ are bred amongft us,and that efpecia~ly by this. For 1(!;.~~~/i 
13trds and 1leafls ,that ufe to feeJ. on Humane fl~fh ,tho~g~ m.a-\ 
~Jmtn 'lttj abrQa:d unburied, eitber•came no't at them, or tafling 

· ---·- · ·- .- - · rB .::, pcrijhe<t 
. . 



(+) 
perifhet;'. .An Argumtnt "»Jhereof M touc/;ing the Birds) u the 
mani(tjl' defe8 of fuch Fo"»Jl,"»Jhich ~ere ll()t then Jeen, nettber 
~tb~ut the (arca!Jis,or any~bere elfe; but by tbe 1Jogs, becat{e 
they are familiar rvith Men, t/;u ejfeEl ')};?a; feen muclJ clearer. 
So that tl;u di{eafe (to pafi o)Jer m~ny ftrange particulars oftl;e 
4-ccidentJ tbat fome had different~ from others) 'll1tU in·general 
fuch M I bal•e fhe'»Jn;and for other ~fualficknejfes ,at that time~ 
1lo man WiU troubled )vitb any. N_o.'»J they died, fome for 'DJ ant 
Df attendance,andfome again with all the care: and Phyfick that 
could he ufed. J:X.or 11tt-s there any}to (ay) certain Medicine,tbat 
applied muft hv1Je helped them; for i.f it did good to one, it did 
ht~rm to anothe-r; nor. any difference ofBody {or flrength or 
~eakmfl that ~M aMe to refijJ it ;-hut it carried ~Zll a~ay what 
Phyjick foe)Jer WM aJminiftred. !But thegreatejl mifery of aa 
lVtU,the deje8ion ofMinJ,in fuc.h as {otmd tiJemjellJes beginning 
to be fick, (for they gre')V pre{ent!J defperatt, andgalJe them-
fel'ves o1Jer ')Vithout making any refiftance) as alfo their dying 
thU-5 like Sheep ,in{efled by mutual )ijitation.: For if men for. 
bore to .1Jifit them for fear ,.then they died forlorn, "DJ hereby- many 
Families hecame tmpty,for ~ant of Juch M foould take care of 
them. If they forbore not, tben tbey died themjetves, ami prin-ci
p•Oy.the honej]ep men. For out of fbame, ~tbeJ, '11ould not {pare 
tbemfel1Jes,hut 'DJent in unto their frienJs ,efpeciaUy after it 'DJ~U 
come tt. this pafs ,. that t1Jen their 1Jomefticlv, '»Jearied "RJit/1 the 
lament11tions of them that died,and tf'JzerC{)me 11itb the gre~ttneft 
Dfthe cal4mity:>'J)Jere·no lon.ger mo11ed there"DJith. rBut thofe that 
~er~ [!~~~~~ed~had m~~~ ~~mpaf?i~~J_ ~~tb ~~ !h~m !~~! ~!~J:lmd 
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on tbem that laj ficlc.,"M ba1Jing botb kno~n tbt mi[erj tbemfilvs 
and no)}] no more fubjeR to the like danger : For this Jifeafe ne• 
l'tr took any man the fiamd time fo M to be mortal. And theft 
men were both by others counted happy,and thry alfo themfelves, 
throu%.b exce}s of pre{cnt joy ,concei"lled a k.ilid of light hope ,ne)' er 
to die r{ an_v other fickmfs hereafter. 'Befides the prt{ent t/Jfli.
£tion,the reception of the Countrey people, and of tbeir Jubf!anee , 
into tbe City, oppreffeJ. both them, ttnd much more the people 
tl;emfel'Pes that fo came in. For ha-ving no Hou{es ,but J')}JePing 
4t tbat time o(the year in flijling 13ooths ,the Mortalitj 'J)JM 1JO'}) 

Wttbottt all /Grm ; and dyin~ men lAy tumbling one t{pon another 
in t!Je S tretts, and men half dead about e-ve_ry Conduit th·ougb 
defire rf TlJater. The Temples ~lfo rv.he1 they d1velt inTents; 
'llJer e all full of the dead that d'ted 'll1't IJJn them ; for oppreJfrd 
"JVit b the 1Jiolcnce of tbt [a/amity, and not kno"R1ing 'Ulbat to do; 
Men grerv carelt{s, botb of Holy and Proph.ane things alike • 
.And tbeLa"Ws ...,!Ji,h they formerly ufed touching Funerals,l1ere 
aO no1V broken ;, e1Jery one bHrying -where be could find room • 
.And many for 1Jant ofthings nece/Jary,a{ter fo, m~my Deatht ve" 
J~re,~»ere forced to be,ome imptulent in the Funerals of their 
Friends. For "»Jhen one bad made a Funeral Pile,anothtr get~ 
ting before him, ')Vould throw 011 bi.r dead, and gil'e it fire. And 
111hen one 'll1M in bnrning, anotberlJould come, and ha11ing caft 
thereen bim ll1hom he carried ,go bi5 11ay again. And the great li-

- tJentioufnefs;J))hicb alfo in other kinds wa~ ufid in the City.}egan 
~At firft from tbis diftafo. For that ~bich a man before 'll1ould 
Jiffimb~ ~4nd ~~~ ~~l>l~dge t~ ~~~Tie f•~ )leluptMu[ne~~ 



'( 
Jur~·iso'll do fr~ely ,fteinj; hefore hit lljei foch quick re'volution; 
of the tirh dying, ·aifd tnen lJorth nothing inlleriting their E. 
fl4tes ; i~mucb tiS they juftified a fpeedy fruition ~f their 
goods, e)Jen for their pleafure, tU Men that thought they beld 
tireir Li1Jes but hy the day. As for pains)no man ~as forl'Pard in 
any aEiion of Honour ,to take any,becaufe they thought it uncer
tain '»?/)ether they fhould die (}y not,before they atchie1Jed it. !But · · 
'JJlJat any man kne1V to be delight{ul,and to he profitable to plea~ 
fure~that 'lPils made both profitable and hononourable. ZX.either 
the fear of the Gods,nor La'lPs of men,a1Ved any m~tn. J:{_Qt the
former ,becaufe they concluded it 1Vas alike to T/:Jorfhip or not ')}Jor. 
fhip,from feeing that alike they all perifhed: nor the latter,be. 
caufi no man expelled that lil'es "JPould lajl, till he receiJJed pu-
7zifhmentofhis crimes by JudgemetU. !But they thought there 
1Pas no)'}) o)Jer their heads fome far greater Judgement decreed 
ttgainft them ;q before "'W!Jich fell, they thought to enjoy fome 
little part of their Li)Jes. 
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Some one peculiar fort alfait; 
Some by general atumpt prevail. 
Small Hcrbs,alas, can oncly us relicvf'; 
And fmall is the affiftance thc:y can dve-; 
How can the fadia~ Off fpring -ot -the Field 
· Sure health and fuccowr yield ·-~ 

What firong and certain re medic'! 
. What fiun a~d laftmg I if~ can·oors be!!' . ____ • 
; yvhen that wh1ch makes us hn:

1
, doth cv•ry Wmter d1~ ~ 

I . 
Nor is this all, we do not onc:ly breed 

Within our fclves the faral feed 4 

Of change, and of decrcafc in cv•ry parr; 
l1ead, Bellic, Smmach, and the Root of Life me Heart; 

Not oncly haveo1u Aututnn,when we muft 
Of our own Nature turn m·Duft, 

, Whea Lcavcsand Fruit mt.ft fall-s 
· Eut arc expos' d to .mighty Tcmpc:lts too, 
Whichdoatonce whatth:u would ao~Jic d<J; 

Which throw down Fruit ~nd Tree of Life withal; 
From ruine we in vain -

Our bodies by rep1ir nuintala; 
:Bodies compos' d Gf fluff, 
Mouldring and frail enough i 

Yet from without as well we fear 
A dangerous aad ddlruaful War; 

J:rom Heavcn,from &nh,from Sea,from Air; · 
We l1kerbc: R1111•n Empire lhould decay, 

And our own force would melt away 
By the intcftinc jar 

Of Elephants, which on each other prey, ., 
:J'hc c~{ars and the l1•prys which within we beat: 

Yet are ( like that ) in danger too · i · - · 
Qf forrcign A~~i~s, ~~ c:~!cr~a! f~, ; ' 

• 



(3 
Sometimes the Gothifb and the b!rb3rcus rage 
OfPlague,or Pd\ilence, attends Mans age, 

· Which neither F ree nor Arts 3fiwage i 
_Which cannot be avoided,or withftood, 

But drowns, and over~runs W1th uncxpedcd Floo~ 
Ill. 

On ~thiopi4, and the Southcrn-fands, 
The unfrequemed C<r.~fis,and parched Land, 
\Vhithcr the Sun too kind a heat cloth fend, 

{The Sun, which the worO: Neighb mr is,and the bet\ .FricAd) 
Hither :1 mortal tnflu ·nee came, 
A fJtal and unhappy flame> 'J 

Kindled by He.tvens a11gry beam. 
With dreldful frowns the Heavens fcattcrcd here 

Cruel infcel:iou~ heats into the Air, 
Now all their ftores of poyfon fenr, 

Threarnini at ence.a general deom, 
Lavilht out all their hate,and meant 

In future Age<> eo be innocent, 
Not to difiurb the World for many years to come. 

Hold ! Heavens hold! Why ftlould your Sacred Fire, 
Which dorh to all things Life infpire, 
.By whofc: kinde beams you bring · 1 
:Each year on every ttung, 
A new and glorious Spring, 
Which doth th' Origisal Seed 

'Of all things in the Womb of Earth thlt breed, r 
With vital he: at and qn.1ck'ning feed, 

'¥hy lhoold you now that he:lt imp.oy, 
The Earth, the Air, the Fields, the 1oes to anney ~ 
That which b~forc rcviv' d, why fuould it now ddl:roy ! 

1 V. J 

Tbofc A{rid: Defarts firaic wcrc:doubl~ D:f:lttS grown, 
~hcrav·nousBeafts wcrelcf~ alone~' · · r " 
- - " C "' The 



T I!C: rav' no us beafis then firl1: began 
Tepiry their old enemy Man, (done. 

And blam'd chc Plag~e for whatthey would themfeJves have 
N or fiay' d the cruel evil there, 

Nor could be long confin'd nnto one Air, 
Plagues prefcntly forfake 

The Wildemcfs which they themfclves do make" 
Away rhe deadly breaths their journey take. 

D: ivcn b_y a mighty wind, 
Ti1ey a new ueory and frdh forrage find. 

The loaded wind went fwiftly on, 
And as it pJfiwas hc.1rd to figh and groan. 

On v£g}pt next it•fti~~ d, 
Nor could but by a general ruine be appeas'd~ 

vEgypt in r3ge back on the South did look, 
And wonclree thence lhould come th' unhappy llrole~ , 
From whence before her fruitfulnefs fhe took. 

Egypt did now curfe and ·revi'e 
ThGfe very Lands from whence fh.e has her Nile; 
Eg7pt now fear'd another Ht~rtw God, 

Another Angels Han~,a fecond A ArMs Rod. 
V. 

Tl1en on ir goes, and rhroug.h the Sacred L-and ~ 
Its angry Forces did command a ' 

But God did place an Angel there, ... 
lrs vioJcncc ro withlland, . 

And turn i to another road rhe ptltrid ~ir:· · 1 
To Tyre it came, and there did ail devour, 1 I 
Though th:tt by Seas mighn.hink it fclf fetute :, I . r ' 

Nor fia id,as the great Conqtleros did) . . 
. Tilt it had fill 'd and fioptthe tyde, ) · · 

Which did it from the ihore divide, 
pait the \if:de-ts,artd did aH poffefs

1 
' 

And quiddf l1 was wildcrnefs. Tl , -



(s 
Thence it did Perfi" over-run; 

And all that Sacrifice unto tfle Sun; 
In every L1mb a dreadful pain they fdr; 

Tortur' d with fc:cret coals did melc ; 
The P£rjians cali'd upon their Sun in vain,· 

Their God increas' d the p:zin. 
Thc:y lookt up to their God no more,· · 

But curie: the b, a1ns they worihipped before; 
And hare the very fi . c: which once: they did adore. 

VI. 
Glutted with ruinc of the Eafi, . 

She to ~k het wings and down to At~tns palh 
J. {\ Plague! which dofi no partitstakc:, 
Bu. Greue as well as l'rr(i4 fack. 
While: 1n unn1tural q11 .. rrds they 
(Like Frogs and Mtcc:.,~ each other fily, 

Thou m thy r:1ven ,us claws rook'll: both away: 
Thither it came and d,d defiroy the Town, 
Whilc:ll: all its S ios and Sonldiers Iookt upon: 

And now th .. Aft m PI ue did more 
'Than all the .Ajia,. Force could do bdore. 
Wirhout the Walls the: Sparr.m Army fate, 

The Spartan Army C.1me too la re ; 
For now there was no tart her work fe-r fare. 

They faw the Citie open lay, 
An c:afic: and a bloodlefs prey, 
They faw the rampircs emptic: ftand, 
The Flc:ct,the Walls,thc: Forts Unm.m'd. 

No need of cruel tie or flaughrcrs nJw 
The Plague had finitbt what they came to do: 
They might now unrcfifted enter there, 

Did they not the very. Air, 
More tbaR th' Atht#ians fear. . 

The Air it felf to them was wall , and bullwarks too. 
C 3 VIJ. Uoha~ 



VII. 
UnhJppy .J.t lu11s ! it is true, thou wert 
Theproudcfi work of Nature and of Art: 

Ledrning analllrcngth did rhee compofe, 
As foul and body us: 

B•1t) er thou oncly thcAce an made 
A nobler prey for Fares t' inv·Jdc. 

Thofe mighty numbers thar within thee breath, . 
Do onely ferve ro make a facrerfelft for Death. 

Death in the moll frequented places Jives, 
Moll tribute from the croud recdvcs ; 

And though it bears a figb, and fcems to own· 
A rufiick Life alone : 
It loves no W'ildcrnefs; 
No fcattred Villages, 

Bur mighty populolJs Palaces, 
T~ throng, the tumulr, tnd che rown; 
What llr:1ng<> ,unhe-ard• of Conqueror is this; 

Which by the forces char re till it cloth increa(e ·t · 
When other Conquerors are 
ObJig'd ro malce a dowC"r war, 
NJy fomerimcs for rhemfe1ves m.1y for, 
A~:~d muft proceed with watchful c:tre. 

'Vhcn thidcr rr .>op~ of' enemies oppear; 
This them~ er ll.ll, :Jnd more fuccdfdul grows; 

Down foonc:r :tll before it tbro\\S, 
If greater mullitudcs of men do it oppote. _ 

VIII. 
The Tyr.tlit firll the haven did fubduc:, 

Lately the AthtTJi·•m (it knew) 
Themfelves by wooden walls did favc, 
And therefore firll to them th'infcction gav~, 

Lcatl they new Cuccour thcnce·rcccive! 

Cntel 
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Cruel PJ'I'•IIs ! now thou haft undone-, 

The honour thou before had A: wonc: 
Not all ,thy Merchandize, 
Thy wcalth,thy treafurics, 

Which from all Coafis thy Flt'et fcpplies, 
Can to atone this crime fuffice. 
Next o'tc the upper Town it fpread, 
With mad and undifcerr.ed fpeed; 
In every corner,every firecr, 
Without a gu'de did fcrs its feet, 

And too familiar every houfe did greet. 
Unhappy Greece of Grttce! great Tlufetu now 

Did thee a mortal injury do, 
When fir{\ in walls he did thee: dole, 

When fir& he did·thy Citizens rc-.~ucc, 
Houfes and Governmc:nt,9 nd Lawes roure. 
It fud been better if thy people t\1ll 

DJperfed in fome ficld,or hlll, 
Though Salvage,and undifciplin'd did dwell, 

Though barbarous, untamo, and rude, 
Th:m by their numbers thus to be fubdu'd s 

To be by their own fwarms anoid, 
And to be civiUzc:d onely to be dcfiroid~ 

IX. -
Mintrva fiartcd when !he heard the noifc, 

And dying mens confufcd voice. 
From Heaven in ha fie (he came to fee 
What was t~c mighty prod1gic. 

Upon the Caftle pinaclcs ihe fa1e, 
AAd dar'd not nearer iy, 

Nor mid la: fo many deaths to rruft her very Deity. 
With pit}ing look the faw at every gate 

Deat~ a!l~ ~~~r~ftion wait ; 
S~ -
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She wrung her liands, and calf• d ()n J~vi; 
And all rh" immortal powers above J 
Bur though a Goddefs nm"' did prey , . 

The Heat•cns refu~'d,at~d rurn'd their e!r :Jw~y. 
She brought her Olive,and her Shield, 

Neither of t heJc Alas ! affiltance yidd. 
She lookt upon Mtduj1ts face, 
Was angry that fhe ~· .,s 

Her fclfof an Immorral Ra.·e 
Was angry that her Gorgons head 

Could not Gnkc her as well as otbe s dead; 
She farr.;md wept awhtle, and rhcu awa} lbc: Bed. 

X. 
Now Dc.nh began her fword to wher, 

Not all thec1cl(lpr fwear, 
Nor n~lc~Jus mighty Anvils could prepare 

We3pons cnoueh fot f1er, 
No weapon large enough but all the Airs 

Men felt the hear within 'um rage, 
And hop•d the Air would it alfvtrage; 

Call'd for irs help,but th' Air did them deceive, 
And aggrlvatc the ills ir ihould relieve. 
The Air no mpre was Viral now, 
But did a mort•l poyfon grow; 
The Lungs which ~Js'd ro fann the heart, 
Oncly now ferv•d to fire each part, 
What lhoold rcfrdh,increas•d the: fmart, 

. And now their vuy breath, 
The chiefcft lign of Jifc, turn•d the caufc of death.' 

XI. 
Upon the Held' firlt the difCafe, 
As a bold Conqueror doth fciu; 

Btgins 
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Begins with M3n$ Metropolis 

Secue"d the Capitol,at~d thtnit ltne~ 
It could at ple3furc weaker parts fubdue. 

Blood ftartcd through each eye; 
Tl.Je rcdnefs of that Skic, 
Fore- told a tempefi nigh. 
The tongue did Aow all ore l 

With clotted Filth and Gore; 
As cloth a Lions whcnfomc innocent prey 

He hath devoured a1d brought away : 
Hoarfnefs and for:s the throat did fill, 

And ftopt the palfagcsof fpcc:ch and life ; 
No room was J;ft for groans or grief; ' 
Too cruel and imperious ill ! 
Which not conte11t to kill, 
With tyrannous and dreadful pain~ 

Doft take from men the "tCry p~wcr to complain.· 

Then down it went ,ntothe brcafl, 
There arc all the feats md fi1ops of life pofi"c:ft, 

Such noifo e fmells from thence did come, 
As if the fiomac w re ·a tomb; 

No food would there abide, 
Or if it did, .turn'd tot he enemies fide, 

Th' very meat new poyfoas to the Plague fupply'd~ .. 
Next ro the heart the fires came, 

The heart did wonder wha ufurping fl me, 
What unknown funace Olol:l\{ 
On its more natural heat in ude, 

Strait call' d its fpirits up,9u fo tnd too well; 
It was tOO late now tu 11. .. · 
The tainted blood ir; eo trfe began, 
And carried death ~here cr.e it ran> 
. • I F. 
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'{gat which bertlte was Natures noblcli Art, 

T1c: circulatio11 frorn the heur, 
Was rn~1 dc:!l:ru~ful nlln, 
A1d N.nure fpecd ier did undoe, 
For d11t the fooner did implrt 

The pJyfon and the fmart, 
The infe~ious blo:>d m every diltant plrr. 

XIII. 
The: aelly fdc at lafl Ls ih re_, 
A d all the fubtillabynnr~s there 

Of winding bowels did new M Jntlers bear. 
Here fc:ven da yes it rul' d and f\vay" d , . 

Andoftner kill'd becaufe irdcathfo longdelay'd. 
But if through fiorength and heat of age, 
The body overcame its rage:, 

The Plague deparred,as the Devil doc:th, 
\\'hen driven by prayers away he goer h.· 
If Prlycrs and Heaven do him controtd, 
And tf he cannot have the foul, 

Himfclf our of the toGf or win-:!ow throws, 
And will n0t all hi~ labour lofc:, 

Due takes away wit b him puc of the houfc: : 
So here the: Vlnquiiht evil took from them 

Who conquc:1 'd ir, fomc: pare, fomc limb; 
Some lofi che ufe of hand40, or c:yc:s, 
Same armes,fome Ic:gs, fomc: thighs, 
Some all their lives before forgot, 
Their m:ndc:s were bur one darker Blor; 
Tho!c various p1durcs in the head, 
And all the numerous thapes were Bed i 
And now the: ranfackt memory 
Lar.gu.th'd in n31cd poverty, 
Had lo!t its mighty trcafury ; 

They paft the Let he La-keJalthough they did not die.· 

XIV. What; 
• . .M 
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XIV. 

Whatever ldfer Maladies men had, 
They all gave place and vadG1cd ; 
Thofe petty ryranrs fled, 

And at this mighty Conqueror {hruak their head. 
Fcavers,Agucs,Palfies,S:onc, 
Gout,Choltck,ar.d Confumprion, 
And all the :milder Gener:·tion, 

By wh:ch Man- kind is :by degrees undone, 
~t!ckly were roo~ed out and gone; 
Men faw themfelvcs freed from the pain, 
Rejoyc'd,but all alas, in vair:~, 
# fwas an unhappy remedie, 

Whichcur'd 'urn thattl·cy might both worfc and f9oner die. 

XV. 
Phyftcians now could nought prevail, 
They the: firft fpoils to the proud V id or fall, 
Nor woLild the Plague their knowledge trufi, 

But feared their skill,and therefore flew them fidt : 
So Tyrants when they would confirm their yoke, 
Firft make rhe chiefcft men to feel the firokc:, 
The chiefc:ft and the wifdl: hc:ads,leaft they 

Should foomft difobey, 
Shou!d firfi re bell, and others learn from them the way. 

No aid of herbs,or juyces power, 
None of Apult~·s art could ·CLJ.re, 

But hdpt rl1e Pbgue the fpeedier to devour. 
Phyfick it felf wls a difeafe, 

P hy fick the fatal tortures did increafe, 
Prefcriptions did the pains renew, 

AndvEfoulapius to the: fick did come, 
As a.frerw3rds to Rome, 

In form of Serpent, brought new poyfons with him too. 
D XVI. The 
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XVI. 

The fireams did wonder,that fo foon 
As they were from their Narive monntains gonr;,., 

They faw themfelvc:s drunk up,and fear 
Another Xerxes Army near. 
Some cafi into the Pit the Urn, 
And drink it dry at irs return ; 
Again they drc:w,again they drank; 

At firft the coolncfs of the fire am did thank, 
:But firaic the more: were: fcorch'd, the more did burn ; 
Aad drunk with water in their drinking fank: 
.That Urn which now to quench their thirll they ufc:, 

Shortly their A1bes ihall inclofe. 
Others into the Chryfial brook, 
With faint and wondring eyes did look, 

Saw what a ghafily 1h3pe themfclvc:s had mole, 
Away they would have fled, but them their lc:ggs forfook. 

Some fnach' d the w.atc:rs up, 
Their h3nds, their mouths the cup; 
They drunk)and found they flam'd the. more:, 
And onely added to the burning fiore. 

So have I fc:e.a on Lime cold water thrown, 
Strait all was to a Ferment grown, 

Ar.td hidden feeds of fire together run : ne I 
The heap ms calm, and temperate before, 

Such as the Finger could indurc:; 
:But when the moiftures it provoke~ 
[).d rage, did f well, did fmoke, 

Did move, and flame, and bur A 1 and ftrait to afucs bro.k(' g 

XVll · . 
So firong the heat, fo lhong the torments were 

They like fome mighty burden bear ' 
.Thdig~teficQvcring of Air •. 

All ' 

-- ......r-' 
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All Sexes and all Ages do invade 

The bounds which Naturclaid; -~ 
The Laws of modcfiy which Nature made~ 

The Virgins bluth not, yet uncloarh,d appear, 
Un<dre(s' d do run about,yet never fear. 

The pain and the difcafe did now 
Unwillingly reduce men to 
That nakednefs once more, 

Which perfeCt health and innocence caus'd before. 
No fleep,no peace, no rdl, 

Their wand ring and affrighrcd minds poffeLl; 
Upon their fouls and eyes, 
Hell and Eternal horrour lies, 
Unufual thapes,and images, 
Dark picturc~,and refcmblanccs 

Of things to come, and of the World below, 
O're their dlficmpcr, d fancies goe : 

Sometimes they curfc, fometimes they pray unto 
The Gods above, the Gods beneath i 

Solll(times cheycruclcies, and fL,Iry breath, 
Not flecp,but waking now was fi~er unto death. 

XVUI. 
Scattred in Fields the Bodies lay, 

The earth call'd to the Fowls to take their Fldhaway. 
In v:~in fbe call' d,they come not nigh, 
N r would their food with their own ruine buy, 
But a, full meals, they hunger, pine, and die. 

The V olters afar off did fee the fcaft, 
R j ye' d,and call' d _their frie~ds to tafie, 
They rallied up thetr troops 1n hafte, 

Along came mighty droves, . . 
Forfook their young ones,a~d thetr groves, 

Each one his native mGunrain and hts nefi ; 
They come,but all their carcafcs abhor, 
- D :a And 
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And now avoid the dc3d men more

Tran wtaker birds did llving m ·n before. 
But if r(~me bolder fowls the fldl1 dfay, 

They we.re ddl:roy'd by their own prey •. 
The Dog no longer ba1 k'c at coming gudl, 
Rqcnts irs being a domell:ick Be :1ft, 

D.d to the woods ac>id mountains h:Jilc: 
The v.:ry Ov~ls at .Athens are 
BJt fcldome fecn and rare, 
The Owls de parr in open day, 

Ratl;er lhan.in infected h y. more tO fiay •. 

XIX. 
Mountains of bones and ea rea re~, 
The fhcet<,the Market· place poffels

1 
Threatniog to ·r:tife a new Acropolu. 

Her~ lies a mother: :2nd her child, 
1Vhc infant fuck'd ~syer,and fmil' d, 
But ll:rait by its own food was kill' d. 

Tf;erc p:Hcnts hugg'd·their children Jail, 
Here parting lovers l,Jll c.nbrac' d, 

Bur yet not pJrting neither, 
They both cxpir'd and went away roger her. -

Her,· pris'hers in the Dungeon die; 
And gain a two-fold liberty, 

~ ~hey meet and thank their pains 
VVhich them from double chains 
0 f body :lf:d of iron free. 

Here others poyfon•d by the [cent 
Which from corrupted bodies wenr, 

Quickly return rhc: death they did receive, 
And death to others giVte; · 

'Ihemfelves now dead the air pollute the more,, 
Eor which ~hey others curs'd bafore> · 

'Ihdr· 
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Their bodies kill all rhat come near 
And even after death they, all arc. murderer; here. 

XX. 
The friend dct·h hear his friends bft cries, 
~a r teth his grief for him, :md dies, 

L1ves net enough to clofe his eyes. 
The father at his death 

Speaks hi.s fon heir with an infetlious breath ; 
In the fame hour the fon cloth tJke 
His fat hers will, and his own ma.ke. 
The fervant needs nor here be il.lin,. 

To ferve his m1frer in the other WJdd ag~in; 
They languiihing tog~ther lie, 
Their fo uls away tr gethcrflie; 

The husband gafp•ch and h1s wife lies by, 
It mull: be her turn next to dte, 

The husband and the wife: 
Too truly now are on~,and live one ltfe. 
That couple which the Gods did entertain, . 

Had made thdr prayer he.re in vain ; 
No fares in death could then divide, 

. They muft without tbc:ir·priviledge together both hav.c dy/d• 

. XXI. 

There was no zmmbcr now of death, 
The Afters fcarcc fiood fbll thcmfc:lves to breath: 

The fifters now quite wearied 
In cutting finglc thrcd, 
Began ar once tQ part whole looms, 

One ftroak did give whole houfes dooms:; 
Now dy'd the frofiy hairs, 
The A gee ~u dC(repid years, 
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They fcll,and onely bcg'd of Fate; 

·Some few months more,but 'twas alas too late .. 
Then Death, as if afham' d of that, 
A Conqudl: fo degenerate, 
Cut off the young and lufty too ; 
The young were reek' ning ore 

What happy dayes,what joyes,.they had in ltore; 
But Fare, e're they had finilh'd their account, them Hew .. 

Thr wretched Ufurer dyed, 
And had no time to reil where he his treafures hid. 

T be Merchant did behold 
His Ships return with Spice and Gold, 
He faw't1 and turn'd afide n:s head, · 

Nor thank'd the Gods, but fell amidfi his riches dead. 

XXII. 
I he Meetings and Affemblies ceafc:, no more 
The ~eople throng about the Orator. 

No courfe of J ullice did appear, 
No Aoife of Lawyers fiWd the car, 

The Senate caftaway 
The Rebe of Honour, ana Gbcy 

Deaths more rcfilUc:fs fway, 
Whileft that with Dietatorian power 

·nilth all the grc:!t and Idler Officers devour. 
No Magiftrates did walk about; 

NoPurpleaw'd the roar, 
The cornmon people too 

A Purple of their own did tbc:w ; 
And all their Bodies o'rc, 
The ruling colours bore, 

No Judge,no Legiflators fit 
Since eh's new Drt~e~ came, 
And hartbcr Laws djd frame; 

L:1ws 
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Laws that like his in blood are wrir: 

The Benches and the Plcaoing· pbce they lea e, 
About the ftreets they run and rave: 

The madnefs which Great S#IM did of late 
But counterfeit 

For the advantage of the State, 
Now his fucceifors do too truly imitate. 

XXIII. 
Up ftarts the Souldicr from his bed, 
He thmtgh Deaths fcrvant is not freed, 

Death himcailiier'd, ·caufc now his helpfhe did not need. 
He that ne' re knew before to yield, 
or ro give back, or lead the Field, 

Would fain now from himfclf have fled •. 
He fnatch'd his fword now rufied o're, 
Dreadful and fparkling flOW no more, 
And thus in open lheets did roar: 

How have I death fo ill d cferv' d of thee, 
That now thy fclf thou lhouldft revenge on me? 
Have I fo many lives on thee befiow' d et 
Have I the earth fo often dy'd in blood ? 
Have I to flatter thee fo many {bin '? 
And muft I now thy prey remain c: 

Let me at le aft, if I mull dye, 
Meet in the Field fome gallant enemy. 

Send Gods the Ptrji1n troops again ; , 
No theire a bafe and a degencr3te train; 
They by our Women may be flain. 
Give me great Heavens fome manful foes, 

Let me~ death amidft fome valiant GrtciAns choofe, 
Let ~ furvive to die at Syr4cufe, 
Whe e my dear Countrcy !hall hu Glory lofc 

. For you rcat Go~$! into my dying m in~ i~fufe, 
Wha~ 
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What miferic:s, what doom 

M ufi OR my Athe11s thordy come: : 
My thoughts infpir'd pref~ge, . 

Slaughters ahd Battds to the com1flg Age s 
Oh ! mighr 1 die upon that glorious ftage : (rage-. 

Oh rhar!bur then he grasp'd ~is fword, & death concludes his 
XXIV. 

Draw back,draw back thy fword, 0 Fate:! 
Lell: thou repent when 'ris roo lace, 

Lefr by thy making now fo grc::lt l wafie, 
By fpcnding all Mar.-lcind upon one fcafr, 

Thou fierve thy felt at Ltfi : 
What men wiit thou rclervc in fiore, 

Whom in the time to come thou mayfr devour, 
\Vhen thou lhalr have defrroyed all before: 

But if thou wilt not yet give o·re, 
If yet thy grcedie Stomach calls for more, 
If mGre remain whom thou mufr kill, 

And if rhy jawes are craving frill, 
Carry rhyfury ro the Scythian coalls, 
The N orrhcrn wildnefs,and eternal frofis ! 
Againll thole: bat0:-ous croud:sthy arrows wl1c:r, 

Where Arts and Laws are firangers yet ; 
Where thou may'ft kill, and yet thd~fs will f!Ot be great

7 There rage, there fpread, and there 1nfed the Air, 
Murder whole towns and families there, 

Thy worftagainft rhorc Savage nations dare, 
Thofe whom Man-kind can fpare, 

Thofe whcm man-kind it felf dorh fear ·; 
Amidfith:tr dreadful nighr,and fatal colJ, 

There thou may'ft walk unfeen,and boid, 
There let thy Flames their Empire hold. 

Unto the fartheft Seas, and Natures ends, 
\'V here never Summer Sun its beams exter.d~, 

Carry 1 
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Carry thy plagues, thy pains,thy beats~ 
Thy raging fires, thy toncring fwc:ats, 
Where never ray,or heat did come, 
Thc:y will rejoyce at fuch a doom, 
They'l blefs thy Pcftilcntial fire, 

Though by it they expire, 
~hey'l thank the very Flames with which they do cdnfume. 

XXV. 
Then if that banquet will not thee fuffice, 
Seek out new Lands where thou maift tyrannize; 

Search every forrdl:,{very hill, 
And all that in the hollow mountains dwell i 

Thofe wild and untame troo~ dcv0ur, 
Thereby thou wilt the reft of men fccure, 
And that the rd\ of men will thank thee for. 

Let all .thofe humane beafis be {lain, 
Till fcarcc their memory remain ; 

'"fhy felf with that ignQble fiaugliter fill, 
~Twill be permitted thee that blood to fpill. 

Meafurc the ruder world throughour, 
March all the Ocean OuDrcsabout, 

Only pafs by and fparc the Brilrfb Ijlt. 
Go on, and (what c olum~us once fuall do, 
When daies and time unto their ripenefs grow) 
Find out new lands, and uaknovrn countries roo. 

Attempt thofe laads which yet are hid 
From all Mort3litie beftdc : 
There thou maift ftcal a victory, 
And none of this world hear the cry 
Of thofe that by thy wounds fiull die ; 
!No Greek fua.ll know thy cruc:lty, 
And tell it to po,lc:rity. · 

Go, and unpeoplc all thofc mighty Lands, 
· Dcfiroy with unrelenting hands; 

E Go, 
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Go,and the SpAnt4rds fword prevent,..· 
Go, make the SpA11iarti innocent, 
Go, and rooc our all m in-kind there, 

'l!hat when the Eur(}p£·4n Armies iliall appear, 
. Their fin may be the lefs, 

They may find all a wildernefs,. , 
And without blood the gold and filv~r. there poffcfs •. 

XXVI •. 
Nor. is this all wh=ch we thee: grant ; · 

ltarher than thou 010uld'f.Hull imployment want, 
Wc:dopermir in Greece it felfthy kingdom plant.~ 

Ranfack Ly&urgr~s ftrcc:ts throughout, 
Tl:Jc:y've no defence of walls to keep thee out. 

On wanton and proud Corinth feife, 
Nor let her double waves thy fiamcs appeafC' •. 
Let c1prus feel more fires than thofe of · Love., 
.I:.et Ddos which at firft did give the Sun, 

S.ce unkno.wn Flames in her begun~ 
Now let her wi01 (he might uncon!hnt prove, 

And from her place might truly move: 
Let Lcmnos all thy anger fC:eJ, 
And think that a new rulc•n felJ, 

.And brooght with him new Anvils, and new hell. 
Nay and at Athtns too we give thee: up; 
All chat thou find~fi in Field, or camp, or iliop, . 

Make havock there \vir hour controul 
Of every ignorant aod common foul; 
But then kmd Plague~thy conquefis·fiop; 
Let Arts, and let the lcart1ed th~re· efcape, 
Upon Minerv•' s fclf commit no rapo ; 

Touch nor the facred throng, 
A:nd let .Apo/iti'~Pricfts be like: him young, 

Let him he hcalthhd too, and £trong •. 

. 
~ 

I 

Ln 

But . 



But ah ! too ravenous pbgue, whiHl.t 
Strive to keep off' the mifery, 

The learned too as taft as others round me die ; 
They from corruption are not free, 

Are mortal though they give an immortality. 
· XXVII. 

Theyturn"d their Authorso're, to ry, 
What help,what cure, what remedy 

All Natures ftorcs againft this P13gue fupp!y, 
Afld thoughhefidcs they £huna'd it every where; 

They fc:arch·d it in their .books,and fain would meet it there. 
They turn'd the Records of the antient times, 

And chiefly thofe that wete made f2mous by their crimes ; 
To find if men were puniih'd fo before, 
But found not the Difeafe nor cure. 
Nature alas ! was now furpri~·d, 
And all her Forces feiz'd, 

Before the was how to refiLl advis'd: 
So when the Elephants did firfi affright 

The Jt.or»ans with unufual fight, 
They many bartcls lofe, 
Before they knew their foes, 

Bc:fore they undc:rftood fuch dreadful troops t' oppofc:.· 
XXVIII. 

Nowcv'ry different Set\ agrees 
Againft their common adverfary the difcafc, 

And all their little wranglings ceafc ; 
The: PythagDrt4ns from their precepts fwerve, 

No more their filcnce they obferyc:, 
Our of their Schools they run, 
Lamenr,and cry,and groan; 

They now dcfir'd their Mercmpfychofis J 
Not onc:ly cio difpute, but wiib 

That they might turn to bcafts,or fo\Vls,or fi!l1. 
- E 2 If 



( ~'l 

If the PlAtonicks had been here~ 
They would have c'urs.,d their Mafi:ers year, 
When all things !hall be as they we: re, 

When they again the fame difeafe fuould bear: 
And all Philofophers would now, 
Wha~ the great Stag,ritt lhall do, 

Themfelvcs 1ntothe waters head-long throw. 
XXIX. 

Tl:e Stokk felt the deadly llrf.lkc:, 
At firfi: affault their courage WJ.S not broke, 

They call' d to all the Cobweb aid, 
Of rules and precepts, which in ftore they had,,, 

They bid thdr hearts lbnd Ol1t, 1 

Bid them be calm and fiom ; 
Bm all the firengch of preceprs will notdo'r. 
ll1ey cannot the ftorms of.paffions now a!fwage,; 
As corn men men are angry, grievt~and ra.g c:. -

The Gods are called upon in vain, · • 
The Gods gave no releafe unto their pJin, 
1' he Gods to fear even for rhemfelves began. 
For now the fick untQ the Temples came, 

And brotJeht more tflan a holy flame, . 
• Th~re at the Alrars madet,hc:ir prayer) " 

Thc:y facrific'd and died there, 
A facrifice not f-een before ; 

That Hcavcn,oncly ns'd unto the gQre 
Of Lambs or Bulls)£hould now 

Loaded with Piicfis fee its owrr Altars too •. 
XXX. 

The woods gave: fun'ral piles no more,, 
The dead the very fire devour, ' 

And' that ~!mighty Conqueror over-power. " ' 1 r~ 
Tlie.nob1e and the common duft .. 0 l r' 

lnto each others graves arc thr.utJ'-,. · 

.) 
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No place is raered,and no tOinb; 
'Tis now a priyilc:dge to confume i 
T eir alhes :o tHftinetion had ; ~ 

ToQ truly all by death are equal made~ 

The Ghofis of thofe great Heroes that had fled 

From A.t hem long fince baniilied,. 
No~ o~rethc City hovered;.. 
T h · anger yielded to their love, ' ':1 

'I he' left tlt immortal jQycs above, • 

So much their .Athens danger did them move, 

They came to pity and to aid, 
But now aJas! were quite difmay»d, . 

When they beheld the marbles o_pen lay' d, _ 

And poor mens bones the noble Urns invade : 

.Back to the btelfed feats they wenr, 

And now did thank their baniihment, 

By which they were to die in forrcign Countries fc:nr • 

• 

XXXI. 

but 'hat Grc:~t Gods ! was worfi of all~ 

Hell f : h · r- • · ~of Lu(l, did ealt, 
N01 would it be content · 

With the thick troops of fouls were thither Cent ; 

J nto the upper world it went, 
Such guilt,fuch wickednefs, 
Such irreligion did incrcafe, 
That the few good who did furvive, 

Were :mgry with the Plague for fuffring them to live, 

More for the living than the dead did grieve : 

Some robb' d the very dead,. 
Though fure to be infected ere they fled, 

Thoug_h m the very Air fure to be puniihc:d. 
Some 



( 
Some rior the lhrines norremplc:s fpar'd~ 

Nor Gods,nor Heavens fear• d, · 
)"hough fuch examples of their power appea(d~ · 

Vertue was nowefteem'd an empty Q3me, 
And honefty the foolilh voice of fame 3 
For having pafs' d rhofe tort' ring flames before, 
They thought the punifhmc:nt already o're, 
Thought Heaven no worfe torments had in fiore; 

Here having felt one Hell, they thought there was no more; 

• 
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A Liil of fome choice Poems, Printed 

for Henry tJ3rome at the Gun in Ivy~l~ne. 

POems~Lyrique, ~ 
Macror.iqne, . by Mr. Henry BDIJ. 
Hcroiquc, &c. 

Songs and Poems by Mr. A. BrDmt, the fccond Edition. 
All the Songs and Poems on the L1ng .FarJtAWWtt,from 1641:>. 

tillt661. by Pcrfons-of ~aliry. 
Songs and Poems by the Wits of both Univerfirics. 
Scarr~»nidrs,or Ytrgil Traveflit, a Mock- Poem,being the firft 

Boek of Y1rgtlJ JB,neis in Eoghfu, Burtefque • 
S&ArrDnnides, or fl';rgil Travt.ftre, a Mock· Poem, being the 

fourth Book of P'trgtls .£n11s in Engllili, Burlefqse : both 
by a per Con of Honour. 

Alfo;a Lifi of what Damages we have received by the Dllt&h ; 1 
And a brief Hiftory of thelate War with the: Turks. 

· P L A YES. 

The Englifh Moor. 
The Lovc:·fick Court. 
The New Academy. 
~t.e ·Wecding of Covtnl-:_ 

GArtl,tTJ, . 

The Reyal Exchange •. 
The: Jovial Crew ; or the: 

Merry B::ggars. 

.A.IUy Mr •. Richard Bfomc. · 
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IMPRIM.ATVR, · 

· fiuil. Jane. R. P. D· Hen. Epif. Lond. 
· . a Sacris Dom. .· 

Notz~. the 9th 1678 . 

. 'J 

, (} 









I 



I 

V.5~r 
~ oO' 1 

~ '7 fo '71 f 

' ; 
lt ~ J-.1-q~~ bb9 






