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5466. The Plague of Athens, which hapned
in the second Year of the Peloponnesian
Warre. First described in Greek by Thucy-
dides ; then in Latin by Lucretius. Now
attempted in English, by Tho. Sprat. sm. 4°.
Lond., pr. by E. C. for H. Brome, 1665.

In verse; preceded by the description from
Thucydides, bk. ii, tr. by Thos. Hobbes, 16209.

[8]4+6 +24 +[2] pp. The first leaf bears the
licence dated 1665, the last (E 4, with publisher’s
List) is followed in this copy by an Imprimatur
dated ‘ Nov. the gth 1678 ’. This extra leaf is of
different paper, is not in the B. M. copy, and
evidently does not belong to the pamphlet.

The poem appeared in 1659 and, being composed
‘* after incomparable Dr. Cowley’s Pindarick way ”’,
earned its author the nickname Pindaric Sprat.
*“ It is his misfortune that. .. his name is better
known as a versifier than as a master of English
prose”’ (D. N. B.),
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To my Worthy and Learned Friend,
Dy, Walter Pope, late Proctor of
the TUniverfity of Oxford,

S'1 R,

Know not what pleafute you could take in beftowing
your commands {o unprofitably, unlefs it be thac for
which Nature fometimes cherifhes and allows Mon-
fters, The love of Variety. This onely delight you will re-
ceive by turning over this rude and unpolifht Copy, and
comparing it with my excellent Patterns, the Greek and
Latin. By this you will fee how much a noble Subjeétis
chang’d and disfigured by anill hand, and what reafon
Alexander had toforbid his Picture to be drawn buc by
fome celebrated Pencil. In Greek Thucydides fo well and fo
lively exprefles it,that I know not which is more a Poem,
his defcription, or that of Lucretius. Though it muft be
faid, that the Hifforian had a vaft advan tage over thePoet
He having been prefent on the place, and affaulted by the
difeafe himfelf, had the horror familiar to his Eyes; andall
the (hapes of the mifery ftill remaining on his mind,which
muftneeds makea great impreflion on. his Pen and Fan-
A 3 cle,
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cie. Wheteas the Poet was forced to allow his foot: fteps,
and onely work on that marter he allow’d him. This I
fpeak becaufe it may in fome meafiire too excufe my own
defects : For being (o far remov’d from the place where-
on thedifea’e ated its Tragedy . apd time having denied
usmany of che citcumBanods peuftodiies of (i@\Colntrey,
and other fmdll things which Wouldbe- of grea€ iife to 2.
ny one who did intend to be perfet on thefubje& ; be-
fides onely writing by-an#des of chat which 1 never yet
faw,nor careto feel, (bein g notofthe humor of she Pain-
tevin Sir Philip Stdney, who thruft hindfelf intothemigdh
of a Fight, that he might the betrer délineatesis) havirg [
fayall thefe difadvantages, -and many-more , foryvhich I
muft-onely blamie myfelf | it caninat’ be expeéted that I
fhould come near equalling him: in, whom noné of ithe
contrary advantages were wanting; . Thus then; Sir;, by
emboldning meto this rafh attempt, you-have given op-
portunitie to the Greek and Latin to Tribmph overgur
Mother tongue. 5 Yer I wouild not 'havethe honour of the
Countries or Languages engaged in the comparifon, biit
that the inequality fhould reach no farther than the Au-
thors.  But I have much reafon to fear the jultindigna-
tionof thatexcellent Perfon, (the prefent Ornament and
Honour of our Nation) whofe way of writing I imitate :
for he may think himfelf s much injured by my followy-
ing him, as were the Heavens by that bold mans counter-
feiting the facred and unimitable noife of Thunder by the
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found of Brafs and Horfes hoofs. T fhall onely fay for my
{elf, thatltook Cicero’s advice, who bids usin imitation
propofe the Nobleft pattern to our thoughts ; “for o we
may be fureto be raifed above the common Level though
we come infinitely {hort of what we aim at. Yet [ hope
that renowned Poet will have none of my crimes an
way refleCt on himfelf; for it was not any fault in the
excellent Mufician, that the weak Bird, indc;wouring by
ftraining its throat, to follow his Notes, deftroyed her feif
inthe Attempt. Well, Sir, by this, that I have chofen r4-
ther to expole my felf than be difobedient, you may guefs
with what zeal and hazard I ftriveto approve my. felf

81 X,
Your moft EHumble and
Jﬂeﬂmnate Serl'mztj

Tro, SPRraAT
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THucyDpIDES, Lib, 2
As it is excellendly Tranflated by Mr. Hobs.

N the very beginning of Summer, the Peloponnefians,and
theirConfederates, With t160 thirds of their forces,as before
invaded Attica,urider the tonduét of Archidamus, the fon

of Zeuxidamas,King of Lacedzmon, and after they bad ene
camped themfelves, wafted the (ountrey about them.

They badl riot been many days in Attica,when the Plague firft
began among(t the Athenians, faid alfo to bave Jeized formerly
on divers other parts, as abont Lemnos, and elfewbere ; but fo
great a Plague,and Mortality of Men, was never remembred to
have bapned in any place before. For at fir[t, neither were the
Fhyficians able to cureit, through ignorance of what it was, but

died fafte[} themfelvesas being the men that moft approdch’d the
Jick,nor any other art of man availed whatfoever. 4l Jupplicas
tions to the Gods, and enquiries of Oracles, and whatfoever o-
ther means they ufed of that kind, proved all unprofitable . ins
Jomuch as fubdued with the greatnefs of the evil , they gave
them all overs It began (by report) firf in that part of Athio-
pia that lieth upon Agypt, and thence fell down into Agypt
and Afrique, and intothe greateft part of the Territories of
the King. It invaded Athens on a fudden and touched firf} up-
i st pe
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onthofe that dwelt in Pyraeus | infomuch as they reported that
the Peloponniefians bad caft poyfons into their Wells for Springs

there were not any in that place. But afteﬂbard: it came P tns
to the high (ity and then they died a great deal fafler. Now let
every manyPfijfician, orother; co cerning the ground of this

Jicknefs whence it Jprung. and what caufes,be thinks able to proe

ducéfo great i alteratmn,  [peak according to bis own kngy-
, J,"‘{?‘?;][O’f wy own part I will deliver but themanner of it,and lay:
“open oncly Juehthings. asome may take by Mark by t9.difcover
“the [fame if it E*omgj :‘123.‘.3.5-33‘ having been both Jickoof i my felf,
and féen others fick of the [ame.. L Jears by confefSion of vall
men,Was of all other,for otber Difeafes, mof? free and healthful,

If.any man were fick betforg,his difeafe turpied to this 5 if not yet
Juddenly | Without any dapparent cqufe ;receding?‘ 4nd. being in.
perfect bedleh; they Were taken firft with an extream ache in
their Heads,rednefs and inflamation of the Eyes. and then ina
Vardly their Throats and Tongues grew prefently bloody | and

their breath oy fomie and unfavory, Upon this. fellowed q [nece

Ri1g agd boar[nefs, and not long after the basn, together Witha
mighty cough came down into the breft, dnd when 0uCL it Was
fetled in-the S tomachyit caufed vomyt and With oreat torment
came p all manner of bilious prigationthat Phyficians eVer e
med. ' Moft of them bad alfo the 'Hickeyexe,‘az/gjijg_&rouglér with
it a flrong Convalfion, and in Jowte ceafed quickly - but 1 others
Was long before it gave over. ~ Thejy badies ontwardly to the
touch,Were neither ery hot, nor fi;glg,, but redds fh Jividsgnd be-
Howed wigh listle pimples and whihs + Ot Jo biened sppapd-
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by, as not ta endure any the lighteft cloaths or linnen garment to
be upon them,nor any thing but meer nakednefs but rather ymoft
willingly to have caft themfelves into the cold water. And ma-
ny of them that Were not looked to,poffe[fed with infatiate thirft,
ran unto the Wellsyand'to dyink much,or little, was z'nd{ﬁ‘erent,;
being [till from eafe and poroer to flec as far as ever. As long
as the difeafe Was at the height their bodies Wafted not,but refis
fred che torment beyond all expectation, infomuch as the moft of
them esther died of their inard burning in 9 or 7 dayes whilef?
they bad'yet fErength or if they efeaped that, then-the difeafe fals
ling dowon into'their bellses, and caufing there great exulceratis.
ons and impvderate loofenefs , theydied many of them after-
Wards théongh Weaknefs's Forthe difeafe (whichtook firftibe.,
bead) begian above," and tame down, and. paffed throu ioh ‘the
while body 5+ andbe that overeame the wor [} of 1t,Was yet mar-
Ked with thedofs of hikextreme parts;  for breaking ont both
at their Privyemembers, and at their Fingers and Toes, many
with the lofs of tlefeefcapell. * There-were alfo fome that loft
there Bys &+ many that prefesitly apon their recovery were taken
with fuch an'oblivion of all things Whatfoever 5 4s they neither
knew themfelves nor their acquaintarice. For this Was a kind of
fiekusefs Whick fa¥ furmotinted all exprefSion. of words, and both
exteeded Frmané Nature, in the'cruelty Wherewith it bandled

- edch one;and appeared alfo otherwife to be none' of thofe difeafes

that are bred among[Fus,and that efpeciaily by this. For gll,bath
Birds andBeafls;that ufe'to fred on Himane flefbthough ma-
ny wietlay abrodd wnbiried, eithér'came ot at them, or tafling

B Sl B 2 perifhed.
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perifhel. An Argtument Whereof as touching the Birds, isths’
manife[t defet of fuch Fowl which were not then Jeen, neither
about the (arcaff s or anyWhere elfe ; but by the Dogs, becanfe
they ave familiar with Men, this effect was feen much clearer,
1y frange particulars of the
) Was ini gencral
! fickneffes at that time,

So that this difeate (to pafs over ma;
accidents that fome had differently from others
Juch as 1 bave [hewn,and for other ufua
Mo man was troubled with any. Now they died, fome for wan
of attendance and Jome again with all the care and Phyfick that

conld beufed. Nor was there any,to [ay, certain Medicine that
applied muft hove belped them; for if it did &ood toone , it did
barm to another ; nox any difference of Body for Prrength or
Weaknefs that Was able o refiftit ; but it carried li away what
Phyfick foever was adminiftred. But the Lreateft mifery of all
Wasthe dejection of Mind i Juch as found themfelves beginning

to be fick, ( for they grew prefently defperate. " and gave thew-
Jelves over without making any refiftance) as dlfo their dying
thus like Sheep infefted by mutsnal vifitatio

bore tovifit them for fear, then they died forlorn, Whereby many

Eamilies became empty, for want of fuchas [hould take care of
them. If they forbore not, then they died themfelyes, and pringi-

pallythe honeflef} men. For oug of [hame, 'they would not Jpare

themfelves but Went in unto their ﬁiends,ej]:ecially after it Was
come to. this pafs, that even theiy ’ '

lamentations of them that died and overcome With the greatnefs
of the calamity, wereno longer moved therewith, ® ut thofe that
Reve vecovered;bad much compafion bosh o them thas died and

ore:
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on them that lay fick,as baving both known the mifery themfelys
and now no more [ubjec¥ to the like danger : For this difeafe nee
ver took any man the fecond time o as to bsmortal. And thefe
men were both by others counted bappy and they alfo themfelves,
through excefs of. pre[ent joy,conceived a kind of light hope,neyer
todie: [ any other ficknefs hereafter. Befides the prefent dfflie
Etion,the reception of the Countrey people, and of their fubftance,
intothe City, oppreffed boththem | and much more the people
thenmfelves that fo came in. For having no Houfes put: dwelling
at that timeof the year in flifling Booths.the Mortality Was now
without all form 5 and dying men lay tumbling one rpon another
in the Streets, and men balf dead about every Conduit through
defire of water, The Temples alfo where they dweltin Fents,
were all full of thedead that died Within them ; for oppreffed
With the violence of the { alamity, and not knowing What to do,
Men grew carelefs, bothof Holy and Prophane things alike.
And theLaws which they formerly ufed touching Funerals were
all now broken ; every one burying Where he could find room,
And many for want of things necefJary after fomany Deaths bes
fore,were forced to become impudent in the Funerals of their
Friends. For when one had made a Funeral Pile,another get-
ting before him , wonld throw on his dead, and give it fire. And
When one Was in burning, another Wonld come, and having ca
thereen him Whom he carried,go bis Way again. And the great li-

_centioufnefs which alfo in other kinds was ufedinthe City began
‘at firft from this difeafe. For that which a man before would

diffembleand not acknowledge to be done for voluptuonfnefs, be

wrft
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durfknots do freely feeing before his Byes fich quiick revolution,
of the rick dying:; and men worth. nothin g inberiting their Ba
Sates 5 Cinfomuch as-they juftified 4 fpeedy fraition of theiy
Goods, even for their pleafure,  ds Men that thought they beld
their Lives but by the day. " As for paits wo man Was forward in
any attion of Honour,to take any becanfe they thought it wncer-

tamWhether they [hould die or not,before they atchieved it. Bup

What any man knew to be delightful and to be profitable to pleys
[ure,thit was made both profitable and bonononr able, Nesther
the:fear of the Gods,nor: Laws of men,aed any mans” Nt the
formier becaufe they concluded it Was alike to wor[hip or not Wors
ﬂ;ip,ﬁ-om ﬁeing that alike they all perifbed 2 nor the latterjéeg'
catfe no man expeéted that lives would laft, till be received pu-
nifbmeite of bis crimes by Fudgement, Bap they thought thers
Was noW over their _kead; Jome. far gredtey 7udgement decreed
againft them ;' before which fell > they thonght to enjey- fome
listle pare of ‘their Lives, ‘ : | '
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And yeti§ overy €€ neatuses preyy:: o
Defigoyr d by, thofethat fhould his powerobey, | |
Of the whole Woorld: we call Manbindrhe Lovds;

Flattring oyrfelies wich migliey swords:s « >
Of all thingsiweithe Monarehsare, .| - 1/
And {o we rule,cand fogve-domirgens o b .o
Allgreasures glfelabour us fahd
Like foroe 2- storiad Bandyin 1 o)
To guard, to help, andao defend 5 .
Y<t they fometimgs prove Eneqiesyl 23:-
Scmer'mes againft ysifely b'2oging 2
Our very Guards rcbel g mid tyraniizedn ;
Thouland Difeales feoribjs Bate; 10
(Unhappie: Sekvhnts i jilon bs waits
A thoiiand Tredoherieswichinuo 1 oo ¢
Are laid chélk‘lijﬁﬂtﬂimin“;“' au WA 909 >a il
Huge Tyaops winMdladiesavichont, 11
(A grim, ameager, and aderadinirouo )]
Some formalSiedes aualocio 5w, 230 0!
And with fucellownefsidosour Bodiestakes -1 s -
Some with quick violence-ftorm the:Town, ) 575 12
, Andallin amddient dowsss <5
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Some one peculiar fore affail,
Some by general ateempt prevail,
Small Herbs,alas, can onely us relieve;,

And fmall is the affiftarce they can cive
How can the fading Off fpring ot the Field
‘ Sure health and fuccout yield:e
What ftrong and certain remedie #
.What firmn and lafting life can-ours be # ;
" #When that which makes us liv;:, doth ev’ry Winter dic
I

Nor s this all,we do not oncl.y breed
Within our felves the faral feed .
Of change, and of decreale in ev'ry part,

Head, Bellie, Stomach, and thc Root of Life the Heart;

Not onely have our Autumn,when we muft
Of our own Nature turn to Duft,
When Leavesand Fruit muft fallg
- Butare cxpos’d to mighty Tempeft§ roo,
Which doat once what that would flowlie do,
Which throw down Fruit and Tree of Life withal,
From ruine wein vain 3 Y
Our bedies by repair maintaln;
Bodies compos’d of foff,
Mouldring and frail enough 3
Yet from without as well we fear
A dangerous and deftru&ful War,
From Heaven,from Earth,from Sea,from Air,
We likethe Roman Empire fhould decay,
And our own force would melt away
By the inteftine jar
Of Elephants,which on each other prey,
The Cefars and the Parmpiys which within wé beag :
Yet are (like that) in dangertoor + i~
Of forreign Armics, and extcrnalfos,
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Sometimes the Got/ifly and the barbarous rage
Of Plague,or Peftilence, attends Mans age,
Which neither Foree nor Arts aflwage ;
‘Which cannot be avoided,or withftood,
Bit drowns, and over-runs with unexpe&ed Flood,
111.
On «A£thiopia,and the Southern-fands,
The unfrequented Coafls,and parched Land,
Whi ther the Sun too kind a heat doch fend,
(The Sun,which the worft Neighbour is,and the beft Friend)
Hither a moytal influsnce came,
A fatal and unhappy flame,
Kindled by Heavens angry beam,
With dreadful frowns the Heavehs fcattered here
Cruel infcétious heats into the Air,
Now all their ftores of poyfon fent,
Threatning at once.a general deom,
Lavifht out all their hate,and meant
In future Ages tobe innocent,
Not to diflturb the World for many years to come.
Hold ! Heavens hold ! YV hy fhould your Sacred Fire,
Which doth toall things Lifc infpire,
By whofe kinde beams you bring
Each year on every thing,
A new and glorious Spring,
Which doth th’ Origisal Seed
‘Of all things in the Womb of Earth that breed, 1
With vital heat and quick’ning feed,
Why (hould you now that heat imp'oy,
The Earth, the Air, the Ficlds, the Ciues to anney 2
That which before reviv'd, why fhouldit now deftroy ¢
1V. 9ibh {12
Thofle Africk Delarts ftrait weredouble Dufarts grown)
"The rav’nous Beafts were lefg aloneght fip Lot s
¢
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Therav’nous beafls then firft began
Te pity their old cnemy Man, (done,
And blam’d tlie Plague for whatthey would themfelves have
Nor ftay’d the cruel evil there,
Nor could be long confin’d unto one Air,
Plagues prefently forfake
The Wilderne(s which they themfelves do make,
Away the deadly breachs theiy journey'take,
D:iven by a mighey wind,
They a new beoty and frefh torrage find.
Theloaded wind went {wiftly on,
And as it paft-was heard to (igh'and groan,
On £gyptnestivfiz’d :
Norcould but by 2 general tuine be appeas’d.
«£gypt inrage back on the South did look,
nd wondred thence fhould come thy? unhappy froke,
From whence before her froitfulnes Mhe took,

Egypr did mow: curfe and revile
Thefe very Lands from whence fhe has her N/le
Egyp1 now fear’d another Hebrew God,

Another Angels Hand;a (ccond Aurons Rod.
. ke v {

Thenon it goes, and through the Sacfed Fard:
Itsangry Forces did comem and, '
But God did place an Angel there,
Its violence to withftand,
And tursvinte another raadiehe purrid- Aqg; oo
To Tyre it cale andehore did all dévofir, v /i
Though that by Sess mightthink it felffet ey
Nor flaid,as the great Congaeros did,
: v¥ulivhadfl’diand ftoptthe tyde, :
Which did it from the thore divide, _ S
Bu paftthe! wikers and didil} poffefsys’* 2 iy, Nodd

-
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And quicklyalliwaswildermefi ! 6o a1 T
Thence:
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Thence it did Perfis over-run)
And all that Sacrifice unto the Sun s
In every Limb a dreadful pain they fel,
Tortur’d with fecret coals did mel: 4
The Perfians cali’'d upon their Sun in vain,
Their God increas’d the pain,
They lookt up to their God nomore,
But curfethe beams they worfhipped before;
And bate the very fi:e which once they did adore,

. (dﬂnt,
Ives

Glutted with ruine of the Eaft,
Sheto k her wings and down 1o A¢bens paft:
Jut Plaguelwhich doft-no parties take,
But Greece as well as Perfia fack,
While in manatural quarrels they
ke, ( Like Frogsand Mice each other flay,
Thou in thy ravenuus claws toek’ft both away,
Thither it came and did deftroy the Town,
Whileft all its Ships and Souldiers looktupon:
And now the 41 Pliguedid more
Than all the Afian Force could do befores
Without the Walls the Spartan Aimy fate,
The Spartan Army came too lare 3
For now there was no tarcther work for fate,
T hey faw the Citie open lay,
Anceafic and a bloodlefs prey,
They {aw the rampircs emptic ftand,
The Fleet,the Walis,the Forts Unman’d.
No need of crueltie or flaughrers now
The Plague had finitht what they came to do:
They might now unrefifted enter there,
Did they not the very Air,
More than th’ Athenians fear, R 3100
The Air ic felf to them was wall ; and bullwarks too.
Ca V11, Uahapa

)
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Unhappy dthess 1 it is teue;thon wert :
Theproudeft work of Wature and of Art : h

Learning and frength did thee compofe,
As foul and body us:
But yet thou onely themce atr made
A nobler-prey for Fates v invade,
Thofe mighty numbers that withinthee breath,
Do onely ferve ro make a fatterfeatt for Death,
Deathin the moft trequented places lives,
Moft tribute from'the croud rece ives
And though it bears 2 figh, aad feems to own'
A ruftick [ife alone ;
It loves no Wildernels,
No feattred Villages,
But mighty populous Palaces;
The throng, the tuinult; end'the town;
Whatﬂrangf,unhcard-of‘Conqucror is chis,
Wihich by the forces that refit it doth increafe
When other Conquerors are
Oblig’d to make a flower war,
2y fomeiimes for themfelyes may fear, |
Aad muft proceed with watchful Care,
When thicker troops of enemics appear
This ftroncer ft.ll, and more fucceff fu) grows;
Down fooner all before it throus, 1
If greater multitudes of men do it oppoéfe,
VIII,
The Tyraat firft the haven dig fubdue,
Lately the Atbenians (it knew)
Themfelves by wooden walls did fave,
And therefore firft to them th'infe@is gave,
Leaft they new fuccouz thence receive,

Cruel
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Cruel Pyrens ! now thou haft undone,
The honour thou before badft wone
Not all thy Merchandize,
Thy wealth,thy trealurics,
Which from all Coafts thy Fleet fupplies,
Can to atone this crime fuffice.
Next o’re the upper Townit (pread,
With mad and undifcerred fpeed;
In cvery corner, every ftreer,
Withouta gu'de did fets its feer,
And too familiar every houfe did greet.
Unhappy Greeceof Greece ! great Thefeus now
Did thee 2 mortal injury do,
When firft in walls he did theeclofe,
W hen firft he did-thy Citizens reduce,
Houfes and Government,*nd Lawes toufe.
It had been betterif thy people ftill
D:fperfed in fome ficld,or hill,
Though Salvage,and undifciplin’d did dwell,
Though barbarous, untame, and rude,
Than by their numbers thus to be fubdu’d
To be by their own fwarms anoid,
And to be civilized onely to be deftroid.

IX.
Minerva ftarted when fhe heard the noife,
And dying mens confufed voice.
From Heaverrin hafte (he cameto fee.
What was the mighty prodigie.
Ulpon the Caftle pinacles fhe fase,
And dar’d not nearer fly,
Nor midf fo many deaths totruft her very Deity.
With pitying look fhe faw at every gate!
Death and deftrudtion wait 3.

"\

She
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She wrung her hands, and eall'd on Fave;]
And all th’ immorral powers above
But though a Goddefs now did prey ,

The Heavens refus’d,and turn’d their et 2Waye

She broughe her Olive,and her Shield,
Necitherof thete Alas ! affitance yicld,

She lookt upon Meduf-és face,

Was angry that fhe was
Her fclfof an Immortal Race, .

Was angry that her Gorgons head
Could not frike her as well as othe;s dead ¢

She fate,and wept awhile; and then away, fhe fed,

X.
Now Death began het fword to whet,
Not all the Cyclops fwea,
Nor Pslcaus mighty Anvils could prepare
Weapons enough for her,
No weapon large enough bucall the Airg
Men felt the heat within “um rage,

And hop'd the Air would it affivage,
Call'd for its help, but el Air did them deecive,
And aggravate the ills it theuld relieve,

¢ Air no mgre was Vital now,
But did 2 mortal poylon grow;
The Lungs which vs’d to fann the heare,
Onely now ferv’d to'fite‘each parz .
What fhould refrefhincreas’d the fmart,
~ And now their very breath,
The chiefeft fign of life, turn’d the caufe of death,

' XL
Upon the Head firft the difeafe,
Asabold Conqueror doth feize, .

Begins
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Begins with Mans Metropolis,
Sccur’d the Capitol,aad thenic kinew
It could at pleafure weaker pares (ubdue.
Blood ftarted threugh each eye
The rednefs of that Skic,
Fore- told a temp:t nigh.
The tongue did flow all ore
With clotted Filth and Gore 5
As doth a Lions whenfome innocent prey
He hath devoured and brought away :
Hoarfne(s and-for:s the throat did fill,
And ftopt the paffagesof fpecchandlife
No room was J<ft for groans orgrief 5
Too cruel and imperious ill !
Which not content to kill,
With tyrannous and dreadful pain,
Doft take from menghe wry powerto complain,

XIEy

Then down it went intothe breaft,
There are all the featsand fhops of Life poffeft,
Such noifemie fraclls from thence did come,
As if the'ftomidch wereatombs
N6 Tood Would there abide,
Or if it did, torn’d tothe enemies fide,

The very meat new poyfoas to the Plagae fupply’d.:.

Next to the heart the fires came,
The heart did wonder wha ufurping flame,
W hat unknown furnace fou’d
On its more natural heac intrude,
Strait call’d its {pirits up, bt found too well,
It was too late now to rebell.
"The tainted blood it Couirfe began;
And catricd death where ereiitran; 5

' N
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hat which before was Natures nobleft A,
Tae circalation from che heare,
Wasmo't deftra@ful now,
And Nuture (peedier did undoe,
Forthat the (ooner did impare
The poyfon and the finart,
The infectious bload to-every diftant part,
XIIL,
The belly feleaclattics fhore,
And all the fubtil labyrinths there
Of winding bowels did new Monfters beas,
Here feven dayes it rul’d and (way'd - -
And oftner kill’d becsufz it death fo long delay’d.
But if through ftrcagth and heat of age,
The body overcame its rage,
The Plague departed, s the Devil docth,
When driven by prayers away he gocth,
It Prayers and Heaven do him contronl,
Andif he cannot have the foul,
Him(clf out of the toof or window throws,
And will not all his labour lofe,
But takes away with him parc of the houfe -
So here the vanquitht evil took from them
Who conques’d ir, fome pare, fome limb s
Some loft theufe of hands, or eyes,
Seme’armes,fome legs, fome thighs,
Some all their lives before forgot,
Their mindes were but one darker blot ¢
Thofe various p:@ures in the head,
Aad all the numerous fhapes were fled
And now the ranfackt memory
Languh’d in naked poverty,
Had loft its mighty treafury g
They paft the Lethe Lake,although they did not die.

X1V, Whag2
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XIV.

‘Whatever lefler Maladies men had,
They all gave place and vanithed s
Thofe petty tyrancs fled,

And at this mighty Conqueror fhruak their head.
Feavers, Agues,Palfics,S:one,
Gout,Cholick,ard Confumption,

And all the 'milder Gener:tion,
By which Man-kind is by degrees undone,
Quickly were roozed out and gone 4
Men faw themfelves freed from the pain,
Rejoye’d,burall alas, invain,
" I'was an unhappy remedic,
Which cur’d *um that they might both worfe and fooner die,

XV.

Phyficians now could nought prevail,
They the firft fpoils to the proud Viétor fall,
Nor would the Plague their knowledge truft,
But feared their skill,and therefore flew them firft :
So Tyrants when they would confirm their yoke ,
Firft make the chicfeft men to feel the ftroke,
The chicfeft and the wifeft heads,leaft they
Should fooncft difobey, «
Should firft rebell, and otherslearn from them' the way,
No aid of herbs,or juyces power,
None of 4pelle’s artcould cure,
But helpt the Plague the fpeedier to devour.
Phyfick it felf was a difeafe,
Phyfick the faral tortures did increafe,
Prefcriptions did the pains renew,
Andes feulapins tathe fick did come,
As afterwards to Rome,
In form of Serpenr, brought new poylons with him too.
D XVI. The
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XV
The ftreams did wonder,that fo foon
As they were from their Native mountains gone,,
They faw themfelves drunk up,and fear
Another Xerxes Army near,
Some caft into the Pic the Urn,
And drink it dry at irs return 5
Again they drew,again they drank s
At firft the coolnefs of the ftream did thank,
But ftrait the more were fcorch'd, the more did burn ;
Anrd drunk with water intheir drinking fank :
That Urn which now to quench theis thirfi they ufe,
Shortly their Afhes fhall inclofe.
Othersinte the Chryftal brook,
With faint and wondring eycs did look,
Saw what aghaftly fhape themfeclves had took,
Away they would have fled, but them their leggs forfook.
Some fnach’d the waters up,
Their hands, their mouths the cup 5
They drunk,and found they flam’d the. more,
And onely added to the burning ftore,
Sohave I'feen on Lime cold wager thrown,
Strait all was to .2 Ferment grown,
And hidden feeds of fire together run -
The heap was calm, and tem perate before,
Suchas the Finger could indure 5
But when the moiftures it provoke,
.. Ddrage, didfwell, did fmoke,
Did move, and flame, and burn » and ftrait to athes broke.

XVII;
So firong the heat, fo ftrong the torments were
They like fome mighty burden bear £,
The lighteft covering of Air,

All
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All Sexes and all Agesdo invade
The bounds which Nature laid, <
The Laws of modefty which Nature made.
The Virgins blufh not, yetuncloath’d appear,
Undrefs’d do run about,yet never fear,
The pain and the difcale did now
Unwillingly reduce men to
That nakednefs once more,
Which perfe@ health and innecence caus’d before,
0 No fleep,no peace,no reft,
Their wandring and affrighted minds poffeft ;
Upon their fouls and eyes,
| Hell and Eternal horreur lies,
Unufual fhapes,and images,
Dark pictures,and refemblances
Of things to come, and of the World below,
ok O’re their diftemper’d fancies goe -
Sometimes they curfe, fometimes they pray unto
The Gods above, the Gods bencath 3
Sometimes they cruelties, and fury breath,
Not fleep,but waking now was fifter unto death.
XVI1H.
Scattred in Fields the Bodies lay,
The eath call’d tothe Fowls to take their Flefhaway.
In vain {he call’d,they come not nigh,
Nor would their food with their own ruine busy,
Bur a: full meals, chey hunger, pine, and die.
The Valcers afar off did fce the feaft,
Rejoyc’d,and call'd their friends to tafte,
They rallied vp their troops in hafte,
Along came mighty droves, ; i
Forlook their young ones,and their groves,
Each one his native maunrainrand gll;s neft 5
heir carcafes abhor
They come,but alle R And

-~
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And now avoid the dead men more
Than weaker birds did living m -n before,
But if fome bolder fowls the flefh eflay,

They weiedcftroy’d by their oy
The Dog no longer bairk’t at comin
Repents its being adomefick Beaft,
D.d to the woods asd mountains hafte :
The very Owls at dehens are
Buit feldome fecn and rare,
The Owls depart in open day,
Rather than.in infeGed vy more to ftay..

g guctt,

XIX,
Mountains of bones and carcafes,
The fireet<,the Market- place poflefs,

Threatnipg to riifea new Acropolis,

Her: lies a-morher 2nd her child,
Khe infant fuck’d asyet,and (mir’d,
Bot ftrait by its owa food was kill’d.
There parents hugg’d-their childsen laft,
Here patting lovers laft embrac’d,
Bur yet not parting neither,

They both expir'd and went away togethers
Here pris’iers in the Dungeon die,
And gain a two-fold liberty,

~~They meet and thank their pains
Which them from double chains.
Of body and of iron free.

Here others poyfon’d by the (cent

Which from corrupted bodies went,
Quickly return the death they did receive,

And death to others give 5

he air pollutethe more;.
re,

Themfelves nowdead t
Eor which they others curs’d befo

vn prey,

s, Sl e
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| TI;c}: bodieskill all that come near,
And even after death they allare murderers here.

XX,
The friend dech hear his friends laft cries,
Parteth his grief for him, and dies,
Lives net enough to clofe his eyes.
‘ The father at his death
A Speaks his {on heir with an infe@ious breath ;
In the fame hour the fon doth take
His fathers will, and his own make.
T he fervant needs not here be flain,.
To f{erve his mafter in the other wosld again,
They languifhing togetherlie,
Their fouls away tegedher flie
The husband gafp’thand his wife lics by,
It muft be her turn next to die,
The husband and the wife
Too truly now are ong;and live one life,
T hat couple which the Gods did entertain,.
Had made their prayer herein vain 3
No fates in deathcould then divide,
They muft without theirpriviledge togetherboth have dy’ds

XXIL

T here was no rumber now of death,
4 The ffters (carce ftood fill themfelves to breath:
The fifters now quite wearied
In cutting fingle thred,
Began at once to _part whole looms,
One ftroak did give whole houfes dooms 5
Now dy’d the frofty hairs,

The Aged and decrepid years,
' T Hey.
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They fell,and onely beg’d of ‘Pate,
Some few months more but *ewas alss foo late.
Then Death,as if atham’d of that,
A Conqueft fo degenerate,
Cut off the young and lufty too ;
The young were reck’ning ore
What happy dayes,what joyes they had in fore ;
But Fate, ¢’re they had finifh’d their account, them flew
Thr wretched Ufurer dyed,
And had notime o tell where he his treafiires hid,
TheMerchanedid behold
His Ships return with Spice and Gold,
He faw’, and turn’d afide h's head,
Nor thank’d the Gods, but fell amidft his riches dead.

XXII.
The Meetings and Affemblies ceafe, no more
The people throng about the Orator,
No courleof Juflice did appear,
No noifc of Lawyers fill’d the car,
The Senate caftaway
The Rebe of Honour, and ebey
Deaths mere refiftlefs fway,
Whileft that with Dicatorian power
Dothall the greatand lefler Officers devour.
No Magiitrates did walk about 5
No Purple aw’d the rofr,
The common people too
A Purple of their own did thew 5
And all their Bodies o're,
The ruling colours bore,
No Judge,no Legiflators fir
Since th's new Drace came,
And harfher Laws did frame;




Laws that like his in blood are writ.
The Benches and the Pleading- place they leave,
About the ftreets they run and rave :
T he madne(s which Great Solon did of late
But counterfeit
For the advantage of the State,
Now his fucceflors do too truly imirate,

XXIIL

Up farts the Souldier from his bed,
He though Deaths fervant is not freed,

Death him cafhier’d, “caufe now his help (he did not need.
He that ne’re knew before to yicld,

Or to give back,or lead the Field,
Would fain now from himfelf have fled,
He (natch’d his (word now rufted o're,
Dreadful and fparkling now no more,

And thus in open ftseets did roar :
How have I death foilk deferv’d of thee,
That now thy felf thou fhouldft revenge on me?
Have I fo many. lives on thee beftow’d ¢
Have I the edrth {0 often dy’d in bleod ¢
Have I to flatter thee fo many {lain 2

And muft 7 now thy prey remain ¢
Let me at leaft, if Zmult dye,

Meet in the Field fome gallant encmy,
Send Gods the Perfian troops again ;
No they’re a bafe and a degenerate trains

They by our Women may be flain,
Give me great Heavens fome manful foes,

Let me my death amidft fome valiant Grecians choofe,

Let me furvive to die at Syracufe,
Wheke my dear Countrey fhall her Glory lofe

* Por you Great Gods! intomy dying mind infule,
W hat

‘\t
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W hat miferies, what doom
Mufton my Atheas hortly come :
My thoughts infpir’d prefage,
Slaugheers and Bartels to the coming Age 5

Oh! mighr 7 die upon that glorious ftage : (rage,

Oh that!buc then he grasp’d bis fword, & death concludes his
XXIV.
Draw back,draw back thy fword, O Fate !
Left thou repent when *tis too late,
Left by thy making now fo great a wafte,
By {pending all Mar-kind upon one feaft,
Thou fterve thy felt ar 1aft :
What men wiit thou refervein ftore,
Whom in the time to come thou mayf{t devour,
When thou fhalr have deftroyed all before -
Bucif thou wilt not yet give o’re,
If yetthy greedie Stomach calls for more,
1t more remain whom thou muft kill,
And if thy jawes are craving ful,
Carry thy fury to the Scythian coafts,
The Northern wildnefs,and eternal frofté
Againtt thofe barbrous croudsthy arrows whet,
Where Arts and Laws are ftrangers yer ;
Wherethou may’(tkill, and yer the lofs will not be great,
There rage, there fpread, and there infeét the Air,
Murder whole towns and families there,
Thy worft againft thofe Savage nations dare,
Thofe whom Man-kind can [pare,
Thofe whom man-kind it fe]f doch fear s
Amiditthar dreadful night,and faral cold,
T here thou may’ft walk unfeen,and boid
There let thy Flames their Empire hold,
Unto the farthelt Seas, and Natures ends,
Where never Summer Sun its beams ¢xtends,

Carry




(19
Carry thy plagues.thy pains,thy heats;
Thy raging fires, thy tortering fweats,
W here never ray,or heatdid come,
They will rejoyce at fuch a doem,
They’Iblefs thy Peftilential fire,
Though by it they expire,

They’l thank the very Flames with which they do confume,

XXV,
Then if that banquet will not thee fuffice,
Seck out new Lands where thou maift tyrannize;
Search every forreft,every hill,
And all thar in the hollow mountains dwell 3
Thofe wild and untame troops devour,
Thereby thou wilt the reft of men fecure,
And that the reft of men willthanak thee for.
Let all thofe humane beafts be flain,
Till fcarce their memory remain 3
Thy felf with thatignoble flaughter filly
*Twill be permitted theethat blood to {pill.
Meafure the ruder world throughour,
March allthe Ocean fheres about,
Only pafs by and fpare the Bristfb 1fl:.
Goon, and (what Columbss once fhall do,
W hen dai¢s and time untotheir ripenc(s grow)
Find out new lands, and unknown countrics too.
Attempt thofeJands which yetare hid
From all Mortalitie befide -
There thou maift fteal a victory,
And none of this world bear the cry
Of thofe that by thy wounds fhall dic 3
No Greek thall know thy cruclty,
And tell it to pofterity.
Go, and unpeople all thofe mighty Lands,
Deftroy with untelenting hands 5 <
E 0,
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Go,and the Spanturds fword prevent,

Go, make the Spaniara innocent, T
Go, and root out all min-kind there, :
That whenthe Ewropean Armies thall appear, g

Their fin may be the lefs,
They may find all a wildernefs,. i i
And without blood the gold and filveri there poffefs.: !

XXVI. !
Notisthis all which we thee grant s T
Rather than thou fhould’f full imployment want;. :
We do permic in Greeceit felf thy kingdom plan. A g

Ranfack Lycurgus ftreets throughout,
They've no defence of walls to keep thee out.
On wanton and proud Corinth fcife,
Nor Iet her double waves thy fames appeafe. - -
Let Cyprus feel more fires than thofe of Lovey. ' ]
Let Deios whichat firft did give the Sun; 2t il g
Sce unknown Flames in her begun,
Now let her wifh {he might unconitant prove,
And from her place might truly move -
Let Lemnos all thy anger feel;
And think thata new Zulcan fell,
And brought with him sew Anvils, and new hell.
Nay and at Athens roo we give thee up;
All that thou find’ft in Field, or camp, or fhop;.
Make havock there without controul
Of every ignorant apd common foul s A
But then kind Plague.thy conqueftsftop 5
Let Arts, and let the learned there-efcape,
Upon Minerva’s felf commait no rape 3
Touchnor the facred throng,
And let Apollo’sPricfts be like him young,
- Lethim be healthtultoo, and firong,

But
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Butah! too ravenous plague, whilft 1
Strive to keep off the mifery,
The learnedtooas faft as others round me die ;
They from corruption are not frce,
Are mortal though they give an immortality,
. XXVIIL
They turn’d their Authors o’re, toiry,
What help,what cure,what remedy
All Natures ftores againft this Plaguc {upply,
And thoughbefides chey fhunn'd it every where,
They fearch’d it in their books,and fain would meet it there,
They turn’d the Records of the antient times,
And chiefly thofe that wete made famous by their crimes ;
To find if men were punifh’d fo before,
But found not the Difeale nor cure.
Naturcalas ! was now furpriz’d,
And all her Forces {eiz’d,
Before fhe was how to refift advis'd :
So when the Elephants did firft affright
The Romans with unufual fight,
They many battels lofe,
Before they kne w their foes,
Before they underftood fuch dreadful croops ¢ oppofe,
XXVIIL
Now ev'ry different Seét agrees
Againft their common adverfary the difeae,
And all their little wranglings ceafe 3
The Pythagoreass from their precepts fwerve,
No morethicir filence they obferve,
Out of their Schools they run,
Lament,and cry,and groan ;
They now defir’d their Metemplfychofis s
Notonely do difpute, but wifh
T hat they might turn to beafts,or lgowls,or filh. i
3
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If the Platonicks had been here,
They would have curs’d their Maiters year,
W hen all things fhall be as they were,
When they again the fame difeafe fhould bear
And all Philofophers would now,
What the great Seagyrate fhall do,
Themfelves intothe waters head-long throw.
XXIX.
The Stoick felt the deadly ftreke,
At ficft affault cheircourage wis not broke,
They call’d toall cthe Cobweb aid,

Of rules and precepts; which in ftore they had, |

T hey bid their hearts frand ont,
Bid them be calmand ftour s
But all the ftrengthof preceprs will not do'r.
1 hey cannot theftorms of paffions'now aflwage,
As commen men arc angry, grieve,and rage, .
The Gods are called upon in vdin,
The Godsgaveno releafe unto their pain,
The Gods to feat even for themfelves began.
For now the fick unte the Temples came,
And brought more’ than atibly lime,
»‘Thege atthe Alars' made their prayér,
They facrific’d and died there,
A facrifice not feen before -5
That Heaven onely us’d unto the
Of Lambs or Bulls,fhould now
Loaded with Pri¢fts fee its own' Alears too,
XXX,
The woods gave fun’ral piles no more,,
The dead the very fire devour,
And'that almighty “‘Conquercr Over- powet.
Thenoble and the common duft

Into cach others graves are theafl,

~
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~ ' No placeié facred,and no tomb,
*Tis now a priyiledgeroconfumes
"Their afhes so diftindion bad 5

“Foo truly all by deathare equal made.

The Ghofts.of thofe great Heroes that had fled
FromAthenilong fince banifhed, i
Now orethe City hoviered 5. 1
T heis angeryielded tosheirlove;

" hey Jeft th' immortal joycs above;

So muchtheir Athens danger did them move,

They camc to pity and to aid,
But now alas ! were quite difmay’d,

W hen they beheld the marbles openlay’d,
And poor mens bones the noblc Urns invade :
Back to the blefled feats they went,

And now did thank their banifhment,
By which they wercto dic in forreign Countries fent.

2 % W, e
e A / -
XXXIL

sut what. Great Gods ! was worft of all,

| Hell forch its magazines of -Lufts-did calf;
Nor would it be content

With the thick troops of fouls were thither fent ;
Into the upper world it went,
Such guilt,{uch wickednels,
Such irreligion did increale,
T hat the few good who did furvive,

Were angry with the Plaguc for fuffring them to live,
More for the living than the dead did grieve :
Some robb’d the very dead,

Though fare to be infe&ed erc they fled,
Though in the very Air fure to be punifhed.
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Some nor the fhrinés nortemples fpar'd;
Nor Gods;nor Heavens feat’d,
Though fuch cxamples of their power appear’d.
Vertue was now efteem’d an empty mame,
And honefty the foolifh veice of fame s
For having pafs’d thofe tort’ring flames before,
They thought the.punifhment already o're,
Thought Heaven no werfe torments had in ftore,
Here having feltone Hell, they thought there was no more;

FINIS.
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