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WITCHCRAFT.
7636. In English, on paper: typewritten in
1917 : 13} % 8% in., vi+66 leaves.
¢ The Tipperary (or Clonmel) witch case ’ ;
transcripts of newspaper reports &c. con-
cerning Bridget Cleary, burned as a witch,
and the trial of her husband and neighbours
for murder, in 1895. Fol. vi is a copy of a
letter, dated 27 July, 1895, from R. Bagwell
to E. Clodd, president of the Folk-lore
Society. Foll. i-ii, v, 64-6 are blank.

Presented in 1917 by Dr. George Foy of Dublin,
two letters from whom are inserted.
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THE COUNTY TIPPERARY WITCH BURNING @ASE.
("Freemn's Journal" ,March 22. I895)

EXTRAORDINARY DISAPPEARANCE OF A WOMAN.

Clonmel , Thursday.

lon has been caused by the report that the
wife of a farmer living near Cloneen disappeared in a most mysterious

manner out of her house on Friday night last , and no trace of her has

since been found, It appears that the woman was being treated for
nervousness about a fortnight previous. She hardly slept during
all the time , and was in a very nervous state. During her ravings

it was said she decélared she would disappemr out of her house on
Priday night last. No attention was paid to it of course, but at

4

the time in question the woman who was attending her was horrified to

et wp out of bed in her night dress as if drawn by some
unscen foree, and leave the house. It does not appear that she
made any attempt to stop her, as if she was too much frightened. The
husband and father , who were in bed at the time, on being told what
had ococurred , searched for her, but no trace could be got of the

4

woman., The news of the mysterious affair spread like wildfire,
ard all kinds of stories are afloat as to the woman's whereasbouts.
The search is still being kept up. but without suceess. The fact that

there has not been the slightest trace of the woman's whereabouts
o

gives the matter a mysterious colour , and plenty of stories of all
kinds are afloat. The police state that although they, with others,
had beenssearching for the womsn not the slightest trace of her has
been found.

THE MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF A WOMAXN.

The Body recovered

Nine persons arrested and remanded.
("Freeman's Journal", 23,March I895)
Clonmel , Friday ngght.
A telegram received in Clonmel this evening announces that
the body of the missing woman, Mrs Cleary , has been found in Drangan
Police Bub Bistrioct.

On Monday evening the authorities made the first public move
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Kennedy ,

Informations
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the case when nine men and one woman were arrested ,
Colonel Evanson R.M and Mr W, Tennant . D.L. in

er a number of informations were sworn, they were
Here they were brought before Mr T. C, Grubb ,J.P
ns having been read over, they were remanded for

fendants are Patrick Boland , Joln

James Kennedy ,
oy
Geyey.

Michacl Kennedy , Wm Kennedy ,

were sworn by mons , carcetaker of an

v a
neen ; Johannah Burke , Rathkenny, and D. X.Wansbury.
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sworn he woman was treated under the

Ggney , who is known as an herb or fairy doctor,

defendants had held her over t fire and forced

oXious food. It appears from the sworn evidence

held her on the bed and com ed her

drink
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to
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0 above and that in conssquence of this

nine defendants are charged with
ill-treated Bridg

a
man Ggney is charged with imamnimg procuring

et Cleary, and caused

AT AN

STRANGE DEATH NEAR CLONMEL.
SHOCKING ALLEGATIONS. FELEVEN PERSONS UNDFR ARREST.
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BURNED TO DFATH.

Journal" . March.25.1895).

=

Clonmel , Saturday.

have reached here as to the discovery of

an Cleary , who has mysteriously disappeared. She
about two feet in the boggy bottom of a dyke. On

was found that one side was dreadfully bmemed from

the face down to the legs. The eyes were staring open, and the face
wore a peaceful happy look. The police took ckarge of the remains at
once, but left them as found in the custody of a special guard all
1ight. The coroner was communicated with, and an inquest is being
held this afternoon. After th# discovery of the body the woman
Burke , who was caring for Mrs Cleary while sick, and who gave evidence

at the zist erial

inquiry , w aken into custody by the police,

o







(3)
It appears that Mrs Cleary was a young woman about 27, good looking
and industrious. Her husband is also good looking and carries on the
trade of a cooper, Mrs Cleary was well Riked about the neighbourhood,
mation and horror have been excited by the

p=

statement of the illtreatment to which the poor creature was subjected.

4

he principal Crown witness (William Simpson of Ballyvadha)

who lives close to the Clearys, has stated on oath : - " I am in the
the s 3

employment of Thomas Lindsay armd ong night of the I4th inst , accom-

A

panied by my wife, between 9 and I0 o'clock, I went to the house of

Patrick Boland occupied by him and by Michael Cleary and Bridget
Cleary , his wife, at Ballywadha. When we arrived close to the house
we met Mrs Johannah Burke, and inquired how was Mrs Cleary, who was
111. She sald they were giving her some herbs just then which they

a
got from Denis Géney, over the mountain, and that no person would be
let in for some time. We then proceeded to the window of the house,
which is a2 new labourers cottage. n one of the front rooms I heard

FR

voices shouting " Take it you —--——- » yYou old faggot, or we will kill
you". The shutters of the window were closed and the door locked.

)

After a short time the door was opened and I and my wife and Johannah

Burke went into the house. I noticed the room I had heard the shouts

1€l Cleary , was stamling by the bedaide. I heard him
call for —~—w—— (mentioning a noxious food) and he said " Throw it
on", It was brought by Mary Kennedyes Michael Cleary had a saucepan
in his hand at the time. It would appear as if they threw the lighid
on the woman, William Ahearn was holding a ceandle , P, Boland.
M. Kennedy , Johannah Burke and Kate Burke, a child, were in the Poom.
I saw Mrs Cleary struggling on the bed and say "Leave me alone", I
then saw her husband give her some liquid off a spoon and heard some-
one say it was herbs. She was held down at the time by foree, and
one of those present had his hand across her mouth and others held
her down for ten minmates after she got the herbs. A man at each
side of the bed kept the body swinging about, the whole time. She
PO
screamed horribly and then cried out "Come hewe Bridget Boland"

(Mrs C1

L]

ary 's maiden name) from which I could learn they thought

Mrs Cleary was a Witeh a e
ML wa =7 wil 4 nd end eav e + S 1. A
e oured L0 send her out of the ] 5







(4)

by torturing her body. Some time after I saw them take her out o
the bed , carrying her to the Kitchen fire, and hold her over it;

In a short time I could sce her raised on the bars of the grate

over the fire, Those who placed her over the fire were John Dunne,
Patrick . William and James Kennedy. I saw some red marks on her.
One of those present said he had to use a red Poker on her to make

her take medieine. I saw some dWarks on her neck, Her husband

L

put

+ 1

some questions to her at the fire, asking if she was his wife,
and after she had answered the questions they put her back on the
bed. I remained in the house until 6 o'ecloek in the morning , when
I went home. I saw her again about mid-day on the I5th in bed in
her house. She was not quite the same at the time, I have known

her for the past four years and never knew any‘hing to be the matter
with her. I saw her frequently. She lives about 200 yards from me,

I was disgusted at the operation. The door was locked andI could

not leave the house., On the night of the I5th Bridget Cleary left

I

her lome. She has not since been found?

Mrs Johannah Burke gave corroborative evidence , and added
that when Mrs Cleary was taken off the fire s clean chemise , which
witness had aired, was put on her instead of the old one, There was
a mark on Mrs Cleary's forehead and another on her neck. On the night
of the ISth witness, who was minding Mrs Cleary, was again in her
room. Mrs Cleary was raving and sfter some time she got up ,dressed,
and sat by the fire, but returned to bed again. Witness went out
for some sticks and when she recturned met Mrs Cleary at the doorway
going out with her nightdress on. Witness tried to stop her but
failed and she did not sce Mrs Cleary after.

The partics above mentioned are in Prison on remand. Mrs

o

Burke was arrested last evening, making the eleventh arrest.

THE INQUEST.

This (Saturday) afternoon Coroner J.J.Shee.J.P. and a Jugpy
held an inquest at Cloneen on the body.

The Jjoint informations of Dr Crean and Dr W. K. Heffernan
stated - " We have made a post mortem examination of the deceased.

We found the right hip and thigh and portion of the abdomen charred
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and burned , with the internal orgasns protruding through the burned

apertures, he right hand was also burned , the fingers charred and
contracted. We also found the sare condition of burning on the left
side and back of the hip joint , but not so severe. The left hand was
also burned , the fingers charred. The muscles on the lower end of
he spine were charred and burned and the bones exposed. There was

a gold ear-ring on the left ear. What remained of the body secmed

to be well nourished. There was an abrasion on the inner side of the

1 4« b YFam - -~ £ & 1 S 2 1 - =
lips at the ri side of the mouth and the tongue at that side was
a1 o0ht+1yy lencra+t a A I PR P R, PO . TS
slightly lacerated. On opening the neck we found the tissues slightly

discoloured , but there were no great marks of violence. On removing

the socalp we found extravasation of blood on the top of the head., We

found the vessels of the braln congested but no injury to the brain

y

substance. The lungs were slightly congested and the left lung

o

LR 'Y e &

adhering to the chest wall. The spleen was ruptured. We removed the
stomach and found it healthy in appearance. We believe she died from
shock caused by burns, we believe death resulted from them. The
abdomen was burned and the contents GXPOSGd.' he internal organs
were sufficiently healthy to carry on life. The rupture of the
spleen might have occurred after death. We should say death mist Imve
oceurred very soon or immediately after the burns, or in the process

The Jury found :- "That deceased was found dead on the lands

of Tullycussgne on Friday , 22nd March I895, and we find that death

was caused by extensive burns, how or by whom caused we have no evidence

to show, We further find tlat deeecased was alive in her own house on

the I3th March I895"

THE STRANGE DEATH NEAR CLONMEL.
THE RISONERS BEFQRE THE MAGISTRATES
EXTRAORDINARY EVIDENCE. POPULAR DFMONSTRATION AGAINST
THE PRISONERS.
("Freemen's Journal, 27th March I895),
Clommel ,Tuesday.
¢ extraordinary circumstances surrounding thedeath of the

t Cloneen, near this town , have
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exgited the most profound public sensation, and the publication of

the details in the local and dally press has heightened popular
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feelings. Iiostrprofonndnpnhihersensmtinn,  The case was the

$all
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were

sole topic of conversation on all sides and further d
eagerly awaited. Testerdey it was announced thet the prisoners

would be brought before the magistrates and an enormous crowd

collected about the county jail, and along the streets to the Court -

C .

house. They waited for nearly two hours$ and when the prisoners
finally appeared under s heavy police escort they were greeted with

-

followed them %0 th

=

D

yells , hisses and groans and the crowd Court-

house 1nd@tlging in all kinds of cries, showing intense feeling
2 ‘ ant t——\-]-lo

L 1

The prisoners were placed in the dock in the Criminal Court,
and the people c¢rowded in in large numbers, so that every available
space was soon occupied. So great was the throng that Colonel Evanson,
had to get the Court cleared of all save officiasls and the Press,

The prisoners were :— Michael Cleary (husband of deceased),
Patrick Boland (her father) Patrick Kennedy , James Kennedy ,Michael

& William
Kennedy , dmmms Kennedy (cousins) Marie Kemmedy (Aunt) James Dunne,
@’
Wm Ahearn and Denis Ggney , herb doctor.
Cleary , the husband ; is a rather good looking respectably

dressed man with regular features, his face was very bPale and his

)

woman

D)

eyes had a wild kind of look. He followed the evidence of th

4

Burke with intense interest , and seemed to be greatly excited, at

L

one time bursting out " I can't listen to it any longer". He seemed

to be amused at several parts of
a :

doctor, Ggney, came in for a great deal of attention. He is s very

he evidence and laughed. The Herb

ordinar looking countryman. Dunne and Patrick Boland are 0ld men
= ?

and Mary K-nnedy is also old. The Kennedys and Ahearn are young mae

D

]

After some delay Col Evanson and Mr T, B. Grubb took their
seats on the bench and

District Inspector Wansboro ,Carrick-on-Suir , who has charg

of the case,; said - Your worships are aware of the details of this
i
matter , and I now bring prisoners up with the object oftaking

depositions of a few witnesses. Since the case was last before you,

o

the body of lMrs Cleary has been found whth all the appearances of

(

prutal treatment upon it. A Coroner's inquest was held and a verdict

returned of death by bmmning.
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I will now give

Mr R. J. Crean said he appes
The other prisoners were not

1

Mr Wm Casevy. C.P.S. then read the nei
prisoners, the formerdéharge of ill-treatment h:

rofessionally

71797
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burns

ed far

were

&l P
Cleary &

2

represented,

- 1 > o 3 7
ew gnarge 9.\" n:‘u t-l“

yhandoned.,

They were now ol or about the I4th March, at
allyvadha , jointly and severally and with malice aforethought,

~4

killed and murdered C1

a
eary , and Ggney was

el wwd &%
Gij.&}“_‘.,.;ﬁ Wit D¢

an accessory before the fact of the @hquﬁ@uix' of the said erime.
Mrs Johannalh Burke , wife of a labourer, residing at Rath—
kenny , near the Clearys, was first examined. She is the principal
Crovn witness , and her evidence was about the most extraordinary of
all the extraordinary stories ever :lated on oath in the historic
courthouse. She had an infant in ler arms, and was accompanied
by her daughter, a prespy girl , who is another witness. Mrs Burke

and intell

evidence regarding proceedings in Cleary's house on the night of
Thursday , I4th inst. She said she went up to see Mrs Cleary, who
ill, and met Simpson and his wife outside. The door of the house wa
locked. Witness asked for admittance , but Michael Cleary sald they
would not open the door While they remained outside they stood at
the window, They heard somecone inside saying "Take it , you witch?
When the door was opened witness went in and saw Dunne and three of
the Kennedys holding Mrs Cleary down on her bed by the hands and fee

and her husband was giving her herbs
saucepan, They forced her to take

Are you Mary Boland , th Mie

She answered it one or

1 Cleary, she thought , then th:

() - R SECHE
Mlgnac

They put the question to her again a

after them. Jolmn Dunne then said

will soon answer®, Dunne , Cleary

off the bed and placed her in a kind

kitehen fire, which was a slow one.
reatly changed. She scemed to be w

hey were treating her. While they
only her nightdress & chemise on. Tl

igently.

and milk
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answered "I am Bridget Boland , daughter of Pat Boland, in the name

of God", She screamed and cried out to witness "0h Han, Han".

They put her back in the bed., Witness said she examined Mrs Cleary

a

the day after but found no mark on her except a very small burn on

her hip, and a mark on her neck & forehecad. There were in the room

on Thursday night , besddes witness and the Simpsons , Michael

(]

Michael ,William and Mary Kennedy , Win Ahearn ,Dunne,

b

& Katty Burke. They were all looking on in the kitchen., Nothing more

e snad whbt Aheov. Bud e Lank th Lok ok T Th e 1
e ppened when they put ler Dack to bed about II o'elock. They all

ning at 6 o'elock , except Dunne &

Ahearn , who went away after two o'clock. Mrs Clecary never went to
sleep. was nervous and was not sensible. At one time she said.

-
!

1€ police are

fd
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D
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ndow 4 but you mind me now",

threw some liquid out of a vessel on his wife and at the window.
Col Evanson : Did she appear to be in pain ?. Mo pain or

suffering. She spoke to me ard asked for drinks and I gave them to

her. Witness went on to state that she went to Cleary's house the

following eveni

7 o i FIF R S DO T o A
ax?-t»\-y Wisll Der, wile

had been there previously during tle day and washed some sheets.

4L = A B - o

Dr3idcocand M ~ r 3 T WS+ oo ATYE W A ¥ S ran ]
Bridge leary was in bed. itness preparcd some milk for her,

Bridget Cleary asked her husband and witness to bring in two

) "

neighbours , named Tobin & Smith to settle the difference and that she

would abide by what they would say.
Mr Grubb : What was the difference ?. I do now know.

¢
District Inspector Wansbury as!?

‘Al

D
o¥
|.._I-
)
ct
=

Witness - Mrs Cleary asked her husband if I was paid for

the milk., I said "Yes™ and showed her the shilling , which she took

and put under the blankets, and gave it back again in a minute.
Sub sequently when
husband , he said she had rubbed the shilling to her leg. She got
angry at that and said "She did not rub it to her le
ng: ) She d n ™ 3 g
were no pishogues about her". Smith and Tobin came into the liouse .,
&b Y

and Thomas Anglin, Patk

af™ er them "!‘Y moth er

1110 Wil ©l

was
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utensil and threw the contents of it over ner head and breast. He

alS0 threw some on the window , where she said the "peclers" were
e v ant 1 ~ury 4+ + e i+ Aln -~ y S B b Lo s - - e T o~ . " :
Wwe went down to the kitchen - her father y Iy mother & myself

and her heaband sat at the fire, They were talking about the fairies

o LIC

L=
& Mrs Cleary said to her husband " Your mother used to go with the
fairies and that is why you think I am going with them". Then he asked
her "Did my mother tell you that ?". She said she did , adding that

T~ . o ol L T o uwrs 4+l defle onva T -~ a P~ S
SQ¢€ gave two nignts with them. I made tea and offered Bridget Cleary

o

a cup of it. Her husiand got three bits of bread & jam and said his

rife should eat them before she would take 5 sup. He asked her three
[
times - "Are you Bridget Cleary, my sife, in the name of God 2"
She answeped twice and ate two pieces of the bread & iar Whe he
Jall, Wilen sine

did not answer the third time he foreed her to eat the third bit of
bread , saying " If you don't take it down, you will go". He flung her
on the ground , put his knee on her chest and one hand on her throat
and forced the bit of bread down her throat saylng "Swallow it. Is
it 'down ?. Is it down 2",

District Inspc Wansbowo - Did you say anything ¢?. I said,

"Mike , 1et her alone — don't you see it is Bridget that is in it 2" .

meaning that it was Bridget his wife ard not the fairy , for he suspected
the t it was a fairy and not his wife that was there. Michael Cleary

(prisoner) the/ stripped off his wife's c¢lothes except her chemise and

0t a lightedsstick out of the fire - she was lying on

-

and held it over her mouth. My mother and brothers and myself wanted

to leave the house, when he flung her on the floor, but M

held the key of the door in his pocket and said the door would not be

opened until he got his wife back. My bpothers and I reatened to

=

1

break the door and c¢all the peclers but he said no one would leave the
house till he got back his wife. When he held the stick near her
mouth he wanted her to answer her name three times. He said he would

£ she did not answer. She answered him but the answer did

not satisfy him, and he got an 0il lamp and threw it over her. In a

District Inspector Wansboro :- Did you see him throw the lamp







(10)
pil ‘on her T. £-8318.

Here the prisoner Cleary shouted from the dock - "Excus

()]

me , I cannot 1listen to this any longer ",
Col Evanson : You will get an opportunity to speak

Did she say any‘hing when she was bfmning ?. She did. She turned

b

and called out to me in a mounnful tone "Oh Han, Han".

Wt did you reply ?. I endeavoured to get out for the

peelers. My brother William, when he could not get -the key, went up

in the okher room and fell in a weakness. My mother threw Baster
Were was Bridget Cleary all this time ?. She was burning

on the hearth. The house was full of smoke & smell, I had to go up

4 1 -

to the room - I could not stand. When I looked down to the kitchen

I saw the remains of Bridget Cleary on the fldor lying on a sheet.
She was lying on her face and her legs turned upwards, as if they

F o

were contracted in the burning.
Col Evanson ;- You speak of the remains - was she dead at

ime t. She was and burned. Michael Cleary came up into the
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he did wi
Did he say amnything ?. He said "Hold you tongue ,Hannah.,
It is not RBridget I am burning. 7You will see her go up in the chimmy®

£%a

(sensation). He went down to the kitchen with the sack, and when I
looked down again the body had been turned. When she was bnsning

Michael Cleary soercamed out — "™ She is burned now, but , God knows,

ck

I did not mean to do it *. He asked my brother Pat to assist him

in burying the body until such time as he would be able to lay her

&

beside her mother. Pat refused at first but afterwards saw Michaédl

Cleary and himself bring the corpse outside the door in a bag.

Michael Cleary locked the .door on the outside and my mother and my
two brothers , Pat Boland , my daughter & myself were prisoners in the

house till my brother Pat & Cleary came back in about two hours. When

the door was opened I went down to my mother's lLiousc.. It was about

two o'clock when tlhiey wenmt to bury tl.e hbody. Ab about five o'clock

I saw ny brother Pat & Miclael Cleary ceross the fields in the direction

of my mother's garden carrying a spade and shovel.
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" Did Michacl Cleary tarcaten I left the hiouse
he told me to say that I went to prepere her a drink and when
returning met her at the door and that she spat at me and went out of
the door, and that I could not say where she went to
would go down towards Cloneen & pretend tlat he was half mad.

Did he threaten you ?. "Hannah™ he said, "it is hard to
depend on you - if you were to be kept in jaik "till you rot don't tell"

he would go to America. My bgrthers, William & James, said he

- would ‘not go, or if he would they wou
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er body was found) I will say I know nothing about:it". Michael Cleary
said " I dread two of you" (meaning Pat Boland & myself). Pat Boland
then went on his knees & said " Now that my child is burned there is

no use in saying anything about it , but God help me in the latter end
of my days". Cleary wore a light tweed suit on him, The whole of

Saturday morning I saw him scraping the end of the trousers & washing

it in water. There were stains on his clothes like grease and he
said " Oh God , Hannah, there is the substance of poor Bridget's body®
He gathered the ashes and the remains of the fire on which his wife

4

had been burned into a bucket and buried them in the manure heap in

the yard. On the day that Cleary was arrested I was pessing his hause
and I saw him picking up the ashes he had buried. He c¢alled me & said =
"Hannah , I have got one of poor Bridget's earrings". He showed me the
ring and told me not to be coming near his house, as it would draw

suspicion on him,

Were there any herbs given to Bridget Cleary ?. They were

Where did they come from ?. I heard Michael Cleary say
they came from Denis Gray. The heris did not do her any harm ,though
she was in her usual health on Friday only she was nervous & frightcned
at everything about her.

Did you know anything about a dispute between Mr Cleary and
his wife about £20 ?. There was no dispute but when she was in be

on Friday he handed her a small canister and said there was £20 in it.

She tied it up and told her husband to take care of it , that he would
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ard told me toput if in s box under the bed , which I did.

Col Evanson — Was her talk that of a sensible woman in her

four hours.

Mr Crean sald he would have a long cross—examination and it
to ad journ investigation . to next day.
The prisoners were then conveyed unier heavy escort to the
2all , and were vigourously hooted , hissed & groaned by an
immense crowd of people who followed them through the streets to the
prison gates. There is fierce indignation amongst the people of
Clonmel & district regarding the Cloneen out rage and the popular
ntipathy towards the prisoners is deep & strongly merked., Cleary
& C‘rgﬁn-ay s the herb Doctor, came in for speecial attention.

(*Irish Times"™ March 27th I895)
Clonmel , Tuesday.
At II o'clock this morning the ten prisoners were removed

thouse under police guard. Large cerowds

o L -~ 2 2=
from the jail

groaned prisoners vigourously. Thie accused were placed in the

L4 a §a T e i g = 14
Li€C daUugeer were prougiau

dock. Mrs Burke & Ier infant amd 1it

into Court about II-20 o'eclock amdl on seeing the prisoners she burst

?

into tears, and said something about her mother & cousins. he polkce

o

tried to quieten her but had to remove her out of court.

About 10 minutes to I2 Evanson & Mr Grubb.,J.P. took
thelr seats on the bench.

Districet Inspector Wansboro _said he would continue the
examire. tion of Mrs RBurke.

he examinagtion of Mrs Burke was continued as follows -

Were you present on Friday morning , IOth inst , when Father Ryan

of Drangan, celcbrated Mass i~ the house and gave Holy Communion to

Bridget Cleary ?. I was.
What state was she in then ?. She looked nervous,

nsible.

)
H
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Did she get up at all during Mass ?. No she was not s¢
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know she did not swallow the Holy Commnion.
R RS ie why T 3 A s n " R T . 1 wurl o, 7

Bt 1s wiy 1 sald she had not the whole of her sense
received Holy Cormunion on the Tuesday before and was anointed by
Fa ther Ryan. I was not present but I heard it

'y =Y

M P, J. Crean, Solicitor for Cleary & Ggney, said he could

b

Lhis stage. He only received his instructions

Col Evanson (to witness) wh

S en you saw Michael Cleary set his

'ife in a blaze , did you sce wiant part of her body was in flames ¢

I did. From her feet up to her chest was ablaze. There were no

lazes on her chest or head at all.
™ & b Tad o T e wews & b, g b T g Do e S 1
Was her clothing burned ?. Yes , the chemise she had on, &
it was burred in a minute.

Did it blaze to the top ?. I could not say. I did not
stand to look at it.
Did any of those present try to rescue or save her or put

¢ blaze ?. They did 4 Sir - my mother ,prothers & her fat]

Pat Boland , told him to let her alone, tlst it was Bridget Cleary that

. S gt s g i 3 A B Saaaed % 1 A1 y ol
My brothers , James & William, said "Burn her if you like ; but give us
she key and let us get out .

LED e

Do you mean they protested in words 9. Yes
But did nothing in deed - they did not eatch hold of her or Prevent

Bim- Y. No, they only wanted to leave the house and let him do whd
he liked with her, but it was no good for then,
Nobody attempted to put out the flames 2. No , sir.

Nobody could because nobody could go near her, She was set on fire

in a minute.

Do you mean to say that nobody could go near her because it

was so sudden or quick, or because they were afraid ?. No , but

F)

p Sy o o . p— - . 2.3 ; S — 1 A e 3 o - T am =l A m
pecaus e Lhey were alralid t\y would be burnced themselves, L Ae

4 y -

blazes rcached up to the door of the room where we were,

Did you see where the o0il came from ?, Between the

dresser and the table., I saw him bring it across.

(=]

Was there any motive for dressing up Mrs Cleary on this
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riday evening ?. 0 glve ner courage when she would get among

Was she dressed like this previously ?. This was the first time

she got up.

fou described the three men 0lding her over the fire on Thursd

How is it that you say she was not burned.- Can you say what occurred ?.
1

lhere was no fire to burn her,. The sticks I put on did not

i -l
(W)
N3
@

It was only to frighten her that they held her over the fire,

Did she do anmything while they had her over the fire - did she

protest ?. 0y 8he sat quietly and she answered her name at once.
I saw Dr Crea oming from her house ,she asked why he did not come

hen he was sent for,

Were Cleary and his wife on good terms ?. Yes , always. I knew

hem intimately and was often in tle house and never saw them quarrel
or dis pute.
District Inspector Wansboro ; - When Cleary knocked her

down on the floor did you he

her head knock against the flag ?.
Yes ,8ir, I heard her head knock but I don't know whether he

41O

Hid 1% or not.

L

then threw some more on. He threw it on her about three times.
The deposition was then read over and during the recital

witness wept bitterly.

ot

Prisoners were asked had they any questions to put.

Cleary and Boland replied "not now".
Dunne said - I have no questions but I think she is right

so far as Thursday night is concerned. I don't know about anything

e 4 ™

Pat Kennedy said - I have no questions., Bvery word of her
17 L,ﬁ aneca T sav is correct
-V wolliv o = 2Oy (= UL LG .
g P - . : y Ty . b el y e o T
James Kermmedy said - I have no questions but so far as I
> 1d secee ahe i'v cnvrrant in what ahe 30517
cCoOuld Sec¢ o LIC S QOorrect in wiat snhe br,uJS .
Micla el Kennedy — - I want to ask her was I there only about

a quarter of an hour on Thursday night ?,

about half a hour and then he went away to a wake,







saw nim come in to
an hour with his brothers.

Did you see me on Priday night or
Thursday till you ¢ in the dock ?.
Thursday ti1l I saw him on Sunday a$ my

ol ey s oy
18 Gorrechu

did you see me after
I did not see him from

- I only want to explain

that I am arrested for no charge.
he had no questions to ask and added

+ e+ a1 .
that all L.

William Ah ~ Bv hing s aid about Thursday night
18 oorreot. I no further,

A ry Kennedy — I was in it myself I saw all t and

sorry I was.

Mr Casey, C.P.S. - Do you want estions ?.
I am too o0ld ard weak and I am frightened , here

Col Fvanson - Would you like to come out here ?. Yes.

-

Ihe prisoner who appeared to be very weak,
but on coming forward said she had not hin;

the doeck ,
removed

T e

1 Kennedy

on the night of the I4th inst when the herbs were being violently

. - . - y " s y SR - S P2 e -~ o vy V4 o
administered and she was being held over the fire ?. I can't say
1 g - 1 1 r ~ - G o g R PPy L i - . Tere wh as a ur ant anra T wre 4]
but I think he was not. He was not long there when he went away with

hin Surday.

1 again until

No did not see

Then if you say your were gone to the funeral how
does it that you say some of them were there when Mrs Cleary wess
put over the fire ?. I not there.
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"Irish s Thursday 28. Mar
Katie Burke , daught of s W

Ceo
ch I895).
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Clonmel ;Wedn
sworn, She said she knew
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few minutes

i‘.’1 t he na &
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zhael Clea:

PIloam 4 Paa3 shdan has M} & a Pt e
2 g L0 Irighven ner. They left her there
ME AaE e o ased e amed Byl W T M7 a
he rdly any fire, Michasl Cleary
wer h a1ne 3 ¥ 2 1M y gl * ] She 7 werad
wel L Nnalieé 1 LIl ame o1 God. She aIsSw -_;,"L‘,d.

¥y in the name of God"., Witness was standing i

Boland

or

Tobin and Smith, and they ¢

knocked !

ard

were

husbands

she would

told

e

e
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ho

Sl e G | 18
4 230¢ goL W

if she

down when

A2

grandmother

and Micha el Clearv and Pat
1 LICATY na ras

hea »
s A

motLaer

useé.
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the front room. After this Bridget Cleary was
P. Witness's mother got Cleary
night, Witness's mother filled some tea for
or Pat Kennedy. Th et Cleary sat down
and the latter wanted her to take three bits
any of the tea. She ate two bits. Her husband

she would go. I

a red stump

Put it down her moutk f she would not eat the
it , then he eaught her and 1aid her on the fire,

He got lamp o0il and put it







nd sh lazed up. hen she was burnin

P 4+l a - y v T Ay 33 A3 q L o =

1 the ke nd they did not ge
3 J (&)

Burke tried to get the key,. She heard
peelers but witness did not know what s
€
i nto ha v ard wits a heard Micha a . 13
into fthe 12 and wit s heard Micha el 12 * Go up
TN = 71~ o 4 - A - L ” - 2 TP} - v -, a T~ 232 Toa T aa
the Chimney", bu did not know what name called her. Mrs Clea:
was burning and w saw a sheet on the floor, Michael Cleary

+ & T * 3 e L . '] - L = e o ~ 4 o . L = o LR T 2
put o corpse 1nto tne sheet &Ske Pat Kenne dy Lo assist him
~ e =1 M A T - A B - 1T~ o~ A T A 31 4 4 Tn "
shael Cleary and Pat Kennedy brought the corpse
- PR Eo el = o o T
K 1Y « WO nours arl then witness .and the
2

others went lome, Witness's mother went up with her to Mary
Kennedy's, Michael Cleary came in the morning. Witness did not
know any moreé. She did not think Mich d anything
on her in the house,

Dist Inspector Wansborough - Where did you see 3

m1

hings from in Cleary's house ?. [he room door was open. I was
in the room.
Mr Crean - At present I do not see any way to mne
this witnesse any more than the last witness.,
0 guestion
and Ahear as correct a
not hing about Friday. atrick , James
all said the witness was quite right in what she had shated,
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no questions

nothing against him and
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there are more witnesses to
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CERARY BU CASH,
FURTHER EXTRAORDINARY EVIDENCE.
("Irish Times" 2nd ril I895)
(from our Reporter)
Clonmel , Monday.

To-day the following prisoners were put forward o remand
charged with the wilful murder of Mrs Br get Cleary on the IS5t
March last at Ballyvad ¥y burning her and otherwise barbarously
ill-treating her - Michael Cleary (husband) , Patk Boland (father) ,
Patk Kennedy , James Kennedy , Michael Ke: & Wm Kennedy (cousins)

a

& John Dunne , Wm Ahearn ., Kennedy & Denis Gpney.

The prisoners on being put in the dock Presented a rather
uncomce rned appearance., They chatted, siiled » and exchanged pinches

of snuff, The husband of deceased is a respectable and good looking
man , but has rather a wild look about the eyes.- The "fairy doctor"
(L~
Goney is a peculiar looking old also of a rather respectable
app earance , and the other two elderly men - Boland & Dunne are
oAd
extremely good looking type of countrymen, The other prisoners are

ge ally good looking young men of the peasant class. The courthouse
was filled to the utmost capacity and there was a strong demonstration
against the prisoners outside , the people indulging in fierge hissing

The presiding were - Col Evanson R.M., Col
Riall , J.P. , Mr, T, €, Grubb, & General Sir Charles Gough ,K.C.B.

Mr R.-J. Crean sppeared fo: Cleary & Ggney , and Mr Hanrahan
for Wm Ahearn. The other prisoners were not professionally
represented,

Mr Crean stated he would reserve his c¢ross—examination of
Mrs Burke & Xatie Burke.

W Simpson sworn , deposed , in reply to District Insptr
Wansboro' tha® he lived Ballyvedhs and was a caretaker, he went to
the home of Patrick Boland between 9 & I0 p.m. He met Mrs Burke &
her daughter Kate outside. As he approasched the house of Pat Boland
he heard loud shouts. He believed it was men's voices he heard. He
heard "Take 1t , you old b———- or I'1] kill you® ; or "We'll kill you"
The shouts were coming from a front room in the house., He stood




o




could not see into the window ard the shutters were closed, When
door was opened they w in,

This 1is the first time you mentioned your wife ?. I forgot
to mention her name., I thought it was understood she was present,
Continuing;, witness said he could not say who opened the door. As he
went in he heard loud shouts of "Away she go, away she go". He could
not say who said that. The men who were Iplding d eceased were saying
1%, When he got inside the house he saw her father ih the kitchen.
He saw a nunber of men lolding Mrs Cleary in the front room
from which he had heard the shouts.

Who was holding Mrs Cleary 2. John Dunne, Patk Kennedy ,

The District Inspector - Where were you then ?. At the
kitchen fire, Deceased was lying on r back.

Did she at this time give any evidence of being in pain ?.
She ¢ ared to be in pain, She shouted and screamed a little at
that time, secreamed more afterwards than she did then. She wore
her night dress. There was a candle lighting in the room and there
was & lamp in the

Was .the candle being held by anybody ?. Yes, I could not
tell who was holding it at first or that it was held at all, but 1t was

W- + e re anvthine »inos 4 s T
Was tlere anything being done Dy
Mrs Cleary's husbend was standing by the be

Are

pan in you
wife of Michael Cleary , in the name of the Father , Son & Holy Ghost
She made some reply t he
witness could hear, .

only answered a few times. Witness sawgd Michael

giving his wife some liquid in a spoon out of a saucepan.

anybody except

’
He 5

5EES TN O |1 et
He was holding a
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Briadget Boland,

opened.,
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on
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L2t 1t was herbs., T did not hear that anythin lse was in it.
TR Ny G ¢ o e SRR SR e RO L A ook ma Vel o r

1 heard Michael Cleary say that he got some herbs from G ney.

Sald Dy Mrs dJohannah Burke , when I met her
wn 'S PR e 2 3 o I BN R - | o e o S e
/nat exactly did Cleary say ¢?. He made several remarks
=% a3+ P s} ac VY T . I 2 y | R e - 47 g £ ALna
out nerbs, cleary was foreing tihie herbs into the mouth of d ceéasede

T yla a7 M1 = < 3 ra e P + AT o Pos 4 = X AR a3 an - -
Michael Cleary 8 ched by Mary Kenn from an adjoining room,

s 4 ar » SR, I & P PR, £ - R e = sl e e r - " s
tnis was bdrought three or four times and the process of thro ing it

which she made some replies which witness could not hear , as she spoke

v)
JJ

low. he appeared to be weak, P oland asked her "Ares you the

P 4+ an SE R s PR A A v - Bl Bk
daughter of Pat Boland?. Answer in the name of 4he Pather , Son &

loly Ghost™". She did not answer and

not see 1iything else done to her while whe was

Michaml Kenned T W s i Foy e - B
4l gaael A 2L1L]1 T ‘-..y‘ 9 < Wil AnesrrI. Lherse were 4Ll room 8.1 ok_lx,‘t‘A CLl 9
3 5 - . L & o & o TH — ' r T - e N - | 4 1~ o 11 &

including Witness, At tlhat time Wm Ahe 1 held the candle,

don‘t know - I believe they came to see Mrs Cleary.

vere they there "to drive out the witch™?¥ Yes.

objected to more being put into his mouth.
Col Evanson - What were they there for in your opinion ?2.
To hunt away the witches & fairies. The door was open for that

me for that purpose ,but when they

purpose, I don't kno
were there they were at the work, I went to see Mrs Cleary.
Well , what is your evidence as to that 2. I could not

v ] o e o B i ol XIS
waen tney were Laere Liey were

say wiat brought them
engaged in the work of hunting out the witches.
YWhen the n o weans 1 y (AR - he 1 g he head ‘10. a he d ’1
wiaen wne gues stions were put o e On RO& Ded Al S e A&
el 4 atra 1 ™Tirn e andA Malra Anwurn ¢ p A P
not answer someone , I believe John Dunne, said " Make down a good fire

e ~ein 3 R e B TPV Pima huavrninge a+ +h4 a
and we'll mske her answer®™, There was a fire burning at this
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vfter Joln Dunne’s remark ?. Mrs Cleary
m by J . Dunne , Patk » James Kennedy ,
& Wm Kennedy. They held her for s couple of of the
fire and her husband and her father *d her some gquestions to the
same effect as b -~ " Was she t Cleary , wife of Michael
mieary , in the A Father , and the Son & the thost 1%,
Witness did not remember her making an answer,
Whet was done then ?. The men $ho were engaged holding her
iald her over whe fPipes
What was Mic at this s T He was
holding the saucepan in his hands and he was asking questions.,
Describe this oceurrence as well as you can ?. John
Dunne ler feet. Wm Kenned
2130 s 3 and her father
for a te, preventing it
from res on the &, e Tather-left £he -bod o rest on the
71 e to ask her que She was put sideways
g
her hip rested on it. The body was | force .
gave no evidence of being in pain., She did not scoream. She was
held on the over the fire yout I0 minutes. Witness

. o a2 o™ m & s i L q

S1Egns o0l ll38approvadl. ey were standln arouna LO00Kling 0I.

e EEEAR 1 = e el T R g e el
What as done next ?%. i S5l GO MIrs Mary nneay
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~leary

her % She did when she was on the fire,

answer in the ne "T am, dada Her Imsband
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[nen what had taey got Ic fe [ney 2lieved that they
1 - | P - At -y A= T 49 ~ 1 o~ AP amy o~ ~ Y -~ [ ] L Vo 1 -~ = e
had T han, About 20 mniues Lo sl a8 © off the d she

from start to Whe n ey were shaking her they all s -

1 . a mr3 4 - Merma rama Bal Aoad - 1 ¥ A 3 5 : T —— o ndlt M AW

"Awvay with you. Come home Bridget M land , in the name of God".
m 1 3 4 a T g g A et g i e ald a 1 A antd s o8
'he nightdress worn by deceased was produced s identifie

3 T & 3 2 L. s 01 I e o = 2 .~ 3 3 - . « @
satisfa He did not s 'leary lay his hands on deceased,
_ 4 T +3 A 3 e ~a114+ T 7 ala -~ T - L 1
sXCer ) pu he l1iguid an ner mMousi, fa! she was brought back
L i e == y! -~ ] 1] -
into the bed wi ss h & Jol h Burke say

R, T T, e , av h 1 A 3A ahm
was a sked then by her husband did she

T a aadd WTaa® Te 17 A a1 - r +} Ker

Si Sal LEB " . v | showed her one o Lol LHEI

A g . | g e e 1 | TS ¥ 1 ¥
and asked wha 2lation was h 0 r and she said her

now each person

in the room s, and she said she They were all satisfied then that
they " They were all speaking and saying Do you think it
is her that is there ?%, and the rer would be "Yes", and they were
all delighted at it.

What hour was this when they put her on the fire ¢

juestion should be answered before

hat do you mean by that %. That 1f it was past 12

Did anvbod atvr + hat M A P T -
LA Bl ‘.Jr l_JOLLy' St .y G ? ® igtal gy a S8&LA 164
T = I, DR e 12 - 1 ° = 5
A% this st Q\_"h . 2 >0UuIrt adad journca on resu \ll'lu.\

Witness said that up to the time of deceased

o

the bed again, none of those

had left. The people then

began to console her, saying tlat she would be all right now,

] y ey, T RS CAR, WD gy & ; e s PR = , e
Did you hear anything bein 3id about the red poker ?.

some of them say tlmt there had to be a red poker used
on her in the administration of the herbs the

- | - N 1- e L FR _—— 03 - ~ Ve
'd red hot at the fire 1. Yes.,

Do you mean a poker

I did not see it used. DIGPOWLCHHIIYISHIS
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Did you hear it it had been used ?. I heard some-
one say that they md to touch her on the forehead with it.
saw a slight saw small marks on the
neck which he ands., He believed that
there were two operations gone through before he came in, in fact he
heard so. had been, he was told , forced to take the ] twice
Pa tk y James 2dy , Win Kennedy & Michael Kennedy were the
first to leave the house. It was about one o'eclock when é
Witness heard it said that 2y to Cleary's father's funera

Why did tI

there were some ev
T _ ¥ .2 4 g
iass sala to

a'lel s Ir on

0'ClLOCK 0On

i1 spirits in the

ey

for They thought th

at

7 wanted to have

Witness next saw Bridget Cleary at IO
appeared to be something weaker, She was in
1all Burke was the only one with her, but
were outside, Witness asked her did she

know him, ard she sald she did. Witness had a dog with him and he
1id she know the dog ?. She said she did. He did not see
her from that time till he saw her in the grave., Witness saM
Michael Cleary on the road on the same day that he heard Mrs Cleary
was missing and again on the Sunday following. Cleary said that his
wife left the house at I2 o'clock on Friday Witness believed
him, He saw Cleary again about 7 or 8 o'clock that evening. He
a8k witness for the loan of a revolver, He said that those parties
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To Mr Hanrahan - The cendle was forced on Ahearn. He did
not see Ahearn in the kiteche at a1l He hasard 3 nstructions 1w en
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She did not converse with him except as a priest and her conversatio:

dministered the last rites of the church on the previous occasion

soon again, He did not

her first , but he thought
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the doctor had ordered , and Clearyds answer was that he had no faith

that the medicine was good

people may

remedy of their own that would do more good than doctor's
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nothing about these proceedings about witich-crart e Jp to the

time I heard nothing - absolutely nothing.
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Dongt you think that very extraordinary ?. 0y, 1 do notw.
!

should say I heard a rumour on the Saturday after fhat

had disappeared mysteriously. I had no suspicion of foul

play or witcheraft and if I had I should at once ave absolutely

refused ‘0 say Mass in the house, and have given information to the
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Continuing,witness daid tlat he next saw Cleary on sSatur day







. He was kneeling near the Altar and

nervous a: excited state. Witness s him
s tearing hair and behaving like a a
oing to confession but witness did not allow

forgiven., I coaxed him into the yard, sald witness, I began o feel
afrsid of him. Michacl Kennedy took him away. I s: s ]
asked wiat it meant and Dunne's swer was, so far as he remembered,

th they had burned her to death night and buried her. He added

% T have beer sking him all th orning to give Christian burial”.
Witness was horror struck and he did not remerber what he replied. He
hed an impression tlat Dunne s three or four of them had burned
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will you say how , that foul crime having Dbeer revealed

you took no steps whatever to bring

or to inform the police ?. I t0ld the police that I suspected there

was foul play from something Dunne had said, or that probably he could
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But did he not tell you that she was burned to death ?.
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)} s a very extraord:

ourt to judge. It is no evidence and I will ask no further wguestion.
Witness @&aid thaet from Cleary's demeanour he thought his mind

was going astray and he reported it to the police and requested them
to look after him.

ill to—-morrow,

Continuation of Magisterial Inquiry.
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All this happened before midnight 2. Yes.

Was there any reason for that 2. Yes. I heard the
say that all Jjuestions should be asked before I2 o'clock.

Th 1s the witching hour of midnight ?., Why were they to
be answered before I2 o'clock ?. I do not know what meaning
they had for it Dbut it appeared to me that they could not drive
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witch o'clock,
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Did they say anything more about the I2 o'clock business s
or do you know which of them said that ?. I could not say.

Witness described the o¥der in which the aseused left the
house. Cleary left the house at 6 o'cloeck in the morning saying
he was going to Drangan for the priest. Her husband accompanied
him for a little bit of the way , and then returned for her and they
went home together between 6 & 7 o'clock. She saw Patrick Boland
on the following her house, She spoke to him
az“:{:said ! Witness said "Is she
not at hon home the night before®,
Michael Cleary came to the house on that day also. She did not

was able to her she would stay with him
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Ihis concluded the dia o]
Mr Cresn salid > would not ceross—examine the wit
To Dr Hanrahan - She did not Ahearn
his hand in the kitchen, but he held it in the r
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fireplace was an open one, built of bri

inches off the ground, and there was a full view of it from the
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nterior o oth rooms. He saw the body of Bridget Cleary lying
where it was discovered on March 22nd. The lower parts of the
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trunk and sbdomen were completely charred and burned , and also the
N8 were plainly visible. Both

charred. The face was plainly

recognisable armd was not
yards from the Cleary's house to where the body was found. He was
present at the coroner's inquest on the 23rd March and produced

the verddot of the Coroner's Jury. On the 2Ist March he found a

spade and shov at Cleary's house. The spade was a comparativady

new one , and the haddle was stained with oil and 1f carried by

ol Evanson - Does it smell of o0ll ?. Paraffin 1is ver
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The Inppector said that it undoubtedly smelt strongly &f

to him to be paraffin lamp oil. The shovel
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the ground where the body was buried and which was quite different
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inside Cleary‘’s house could get out without bres the window,
The window could easily be opened as therec was only a ligh
across 1it.
at Clone stated that on the 22nd

2h w Constabulary he was engaged
searching for Bridget Cleary's body. After making an examination
of made out the neiglborhood. At
half past two while searching an old dyke or disused passage he
was attracted by some whitethorn brambl some freshly disturbed
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To Districh Insptr Wansborough — On searching Cleary's

house he fourd only one sheet on lrs

nine male prisoners in the dock had been imprisoned in Clonmel dail

Kennedy had been kept
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In conscguence of a communication
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or eight nights e an accowr Rl 1aving £t o a
ife , also that he had gone to bed with his h
previously to IR o'clock on the night of the IS5th.
the vsleep in the same bed. He mention
be in the tl s anmd also Pat EREol
he saild was asleep in the next room. He

knew no more about it. Witness then went out of th

] < =1rsons the

Boland o > house had a cor

him, The old man was crying. He continued oryin
daug gl come back to - my daughter will ack
He r >d that over and over again, and that was all
Witness went back to the house at I0 o'ecl the same nig

was locked and he went in through the v ¥. There w
one else or about he place. He searched about and
partly burned nightdress. It was ymongst other soile
on the floor bes th ed, He rempined in the house
o'zlock but saw nobody in or about > place.
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Mrs Johannah Burke we
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Col Evanson - said tlmt Mrs Cl was given her
boiled in new milk on the I4th,., Was that given To 4 on any
p: : 8 Yes , there were some herl given to her on th:
I3th. She was given uhne the third on th I hea:
Michacl Cl say he g t I rbs in Fetlard.

To Mr Hanrshan - Ahearne held a candle on Thursday ni
bu ¢ could not say r it was put into his

From the "Irish Daily Inc ¥ & April 1895).
The Magiste: uiry was resumed on Friday.
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