











U Ty

OF THE :
B OEAT RO N

VOLUME IL

s g R T ]




by
oo d
2
-]
=
=
o]
+]
»
‘-) !
wn
)
»
-3
—
o
2
bt
o
w
e
>
=
3










NIEE

THE

B.E & U'T # B %

‘¢ R E. AT IO N
NATURAL HISTORY:

IN FIVE VOLUMES:

Confifting of
QUADRUPEDS, INSECTS,
BIRDS, TREES AND FLOWERS,
FISHES AND REPTILES, &c. &c.

Defigned to infpire Youth with Humanity towards the
Brute Creation, and bring them early acquainted with
the wonderful Works of the Creator.

Who can this field of miracles Jurvey,
And not with Galen, all in rapture, [ay, '
"Behold a Gov | adore bim, and dbey !

THE SECOND EDITION.

B . O0-N"D 0 N

PRINTED FOR G.RILEY, NO. 33, LUDGATE-STREET,
AND SOLD BY S:. HAZARDy BAT He»

e,

1793

B R

oy I T

e s e






N

I N D B X,

Stork - - - - 121 Vulture, Golden - - 14
Spoon Bill or Shoveller136 ——=——, Kingof - 31
Starling - - - - 186
Skylartk - - - - 189 Woodlartk - - . 193
Sparrow Hawk - - 42 Woodpecker, Great 95
Spotted - - - - g3
Toucan - - - - ¢2 WaterFowl - - - 146
Tame Duck - ~ - 160 Water Rail - « « 147
Thruh - - - - 183 Wren -« - - < 226
Water Fowl omitted - 234

T






Lo N D R %X

B'IR DS, their general
nature -~ il

Avofetta - - - - 142

Birds of the Crane kind 120
Birds of the Sparrow

kind - - - - 7108
Buftard - - o ~ 67
Birds of the Poultry kind 49
Bittern - » -~ - 132
Blackbird - - - 179
Bullﬁnch - - - 198
Birds of the Dove and Pi-

geonkind = . 70

Bird of Paradife - - 99
Butcher Bird, Great. - 43
Birds of the Pie kind 91

Condour of America 27
Cock - - - - . &x
Carrier ~ <~ - <« 79
Common Linnet « ~229
Cuckoo - - - - 102
Curlew - - - - 348
Chaffinch -~ - 221

Dodo = <« ni o i2p
Duck, Tame -~ =~ 160
e Wild = o« & 162

Egret,

bl S il



¥
¢

1- N D

Egut, or Great White He-
e R R &
Englith Powter - - 74

Falcon - - - - 136.
Flamingo - =~ = 139
Fulmar. - = = =~ 15§
Falcen, Gyr = = - 139
¥antail = - == 88

Golden Eagle - - -23
Gos Hawk - - - 41
Gull and Petreld -~ - 1 58
Goldfinch. - -- < 20§
Greenfiachuy - o =221

- ¥

PO 5 WS
Hoppo ~ — -&=i 13
Heron - - - - 125
Jacobine - < = - 84
Jacana. = =c o0 4178

&

E X

King of Vultures - 3t
King Fifher - - - 11§

Large - crefted - Humming-
Bird ~ - = =197

Maccaw = - - = 169
Nightingale = == 209
Oﬁrrch . e S T

Owl, Horned - - - 45
Owl, Great Horned = 47

Aclerooin sia Hniiae

Peacoek - - = == bl gy
Pheafant = -~ = == 62
Pelican ~ '+ « #w148
Parrotsy their- general na=

ture 167

Robin Red-Bréalt - 217
Stork




NATURAL HISTORY.

;S R RR b R
THEIR GENERAL NATURE.
INTRODUCECTION

W HILE the forefts, the waters, and even the depths of
-the earth, have their refpedive inhabitants, the air, which
includes an immenfe fpace,  too elevated-for the’ pawer of -
Man to explore, are travérfed by innumefable beings, of
varlegated beauty, - called Birds ; which, in order to faci-
litate their flight:through thofeexpanfive regions, with a
fwiftnefs to-conipenfate their: want of ftréngth, are formed
on the follomng general principles,

Fonm.-‘rhe body of a Bx.rd, is made lbarp m front, :
and, when on ﬁxght through its native element, it, fwells
Vor. 1L B gradually,



2 INTRODUCTION.

gradualiy, urml the tail is fu]ly éxpanded, whichj with
the aid of the wings,, ferves it not only asa buoy, but.alfo
asa rudder to dlre& its flight.

Pl‘,UMAGE —They are covered with feathers, moﬁ
2dmirably adapted to the air they ‘inhabit, ~ being cora-
pofed of a quill, containing a.confiderable. quantity of airy
and a fhaft, edged on each fide with a moft volatile fub~
ftance, which, with the concavity of the wings, renders
the body confiderably lighter than the air ; and thus enables
them to explore an xmmcnfe fpace, demed to every other.
Part of t.he Creauon.

Y 7
TN

81T --To adant the fight to the fw:ftnefs of their
miotions; ‘their eyes are- not fo convex ‘or prominent:as.
1 creatures confined to the earths which not only pre--
vents their-being injured by: the repulfive force of the airy ’
in their rapid flights; but likewife renders them lefs liable

_ to be fouched with ‘the: points: of ' thorns, fprays; &c. in

their progrefs among treesy | bufhes, and hedges.”" The”

film, or nitating membrane, with which they occafion-

aHy cover :he'ir eves, thheut ‘cloﬁng thc lids, dears aﬁd
= P prot
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ITNTRODUCTION, 3
prote&s them from the glare of fun-beams, as ‘well as
- from the mifts, fogs, and clouds, with which the air oc-
cafionally abounds, when' forced fo range for food or heft-
+ing.  The power alfo of extending the optic nerve,’ gives
“fuch an acutenefs' to . their' ﬁght, ‘that "they* can’ perceive

objeéts more Hiﬁm&ly, and at’a’ greate'r drﬂ'mce, than
‘any other creature.

Heariwc.—They have the power of d:ﬁm«m{hmg
founds, without any ‘external edty ‘which would not ‘only
impede ‘their flight,” but render them lisble to many inju-
ries in darting through bufhes, briars, &c.

SMELLING . —Their feentis fo very acute and extein-
{ive, by which they are apprifed of the approach of their
natural, as well as artificial enemies; that thofe who decoy
‘Ducks, are obliged to keep a picce: of “burning turf in

their mouths,: to prevent being difcovered:

INTERNAL *STR vc'rwn:a—-”ﬁhe ‘bones;: ‘which are
formed ! fufficiently frong to fu?pmbthe weight of the
body, and the fyftem of “its funcions, ‘are fo light, 2566

{ B2 be



4 INTRODUCTTION.

be fearcely any additional burden. to the fleth. - All their
internal firucture is calculated to increafe the furface be~
_yond.the proportion of the folidity of their, bodies, in 0~
dex to render them lighter than' the fame portion of - air.
"Fhe lungs and ends of the windpipe, branches imbibe air
into a number of bladder reggptacles, The. exop, which
is the repofitory for fuperfiuous food, fupplies. them in
long flights, and other times of indifpenfible neceffity..
“Theis food being generally drys hardy and crude, they

haye agiazasd, which, with the belp, of fand, and, other
fipny pasticles they fwallow, ald them in digeftion..

MourTiNG.—Although Birds, from the fimplicity
of. their ftruture, habitation of the air, and perpetual
excrcife, are lefs fubjet to difeafe than, other.creatures,
yet.they are liable. to one to which no others are expofed 3

" thig is the ficknefs attending the annual renovation of

their plumage, which is called their Moulting time.

.. Genze AT10N =In the Spring, when Nature affards
- abyngance of food; Birds are fimulated to pair, 'ta increafe
their fpecies.. Having chofen sheix,mats. for. the. enfuing

year,
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year, they proceed to thofe official cares which diftinguifh
the approach of being made parents. With all the fond-
nefs of fuch expe&tations, they proceed to colleét mate-
rials for their. nefts, which. they build with. the fkill of
the moft expert architeét. They difcover' fo.much con-
ftancy to-each other, with. fuch: unabating care-and affec-
tion in breeding and rearing their young; that they miglit
be taken as examples by the human fpecies.

HagrTaTioN.——Birds are: particularly’ attached to
the plage of their nativity. A Rooky. if undifturbed,
will never quit: its- native grove ; the: Blackbird and: Ried=
breaft are tenacious.of their birthrights 5 and many others,
that, are known. to: emigrate annually- from: this country,
have been found, by frequent experiments; to return te
their ufal breeding-placess «

MicrAaTiON—Is that paffige of Birds fromiome" cli=
mate to another, according as they are impelled by fear,
hunger, orchange of feafons: *Many have been the con-
jectures of naturalits and travellers refpeing this extras
osdinary condutiinparticnlar Birds.  Some have fuppofeds

i By that

b . ot
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6 INTRODUCTION.

-that thofe which were not ftrong enough to fuftain a flight
-over expanding cceans, colleGted themfelyes in bodies, and
repaired to chafms in rocks, or fought 2 temporary tomb
%beneath the waters, where they remained, in a ftate of
-torpidity, until'the revolving feafons fhould recall them
-to the exercife of their ‘former fun&ions. Others have
“imagined, that they a€tually fought climes more congenial
to their nature and fubfiftance, at a time when cold and
fearcity rendered the country of their fojournment both
dangerous and inconvenient. The times of their depar-
ture and return are fo regular, that, in the courfe of five
years, the average has not exceeded ‘more than a fingle
day. Thofe tribes which have not fufficient ftrength to
crofs the immenfe deferts and vaft oceans, fuch as Swal-
lows, Martins, &c. are fuppofed to find a winter fubfift-
ence in the fouthern countries of Europe, where the cle-
mency of the feafon feems, moft hofpitably, to invite
them to partake of their bounties.

It has been obferved, that fome Birds, which migrate
in particular climates, are conftantly refident in others..
Ac_a_ording to- Herodotus, there is a fpecies of Swallows

that
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that abides perpetually in Egypt;. which muft undoubtedly,
arife from the equality of the feafons in that part of Africa.
This property, therefore, is not pe,chliar:; to any particulae
fpecies of Bird, but rather caufed byithe :diﬁ"_c;gnce of .the
country and climate .in. which they. are bred.. - Ia Cayan, .
Java, and other warm climates,. thofe Rirds, which uni--
formly migrate ;in the cold regions of Norway, North:
Anmerica, and Kamfchatka, are conftant refidents through.
every change of feafon. The manner of: their departure
~.is too curious to pafs unnoticed. . ‘They range themfelves.
in a columny like an I, or in.two lines;, refemhlmg the
fides of a wedge.; .When they have taken flight, ons.
particular bird takes the lead ; after going a.certain di-
ftance, he is relieved by another. In their progrefs, fe-_
veral particulars oecur, to excite our wonder, as well as
our veneration, at that immenfity of Wifdor‘n,.:'wh_ich,hés .
formed them with fo extraordinary an inftin. Who
acquainted their young with the time, place, and necef-
fity of their departure ? and what can ‘induce them to.
change t}xe place of their natlylty for ? fh‘ange coﬂntry b
‘Who caufes ﬂxe lmynfoned Bx;d to feel its haptmty ati'
the time of em:grat\on, or who i 1s th(c Herafd, fTemb
B4 3 =
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2 INTRODUETION
thefe feathered vdyagefs and travellers?  Who s it that
_forbids one to depart before the appointed. time ?  'Who
forms their charts ; or who fupplies them with-a compafsy
o dire@ them over pathilefs waftes, and ‘tracklefs oceans®
Ot who is it that guides them to thofe countriésy where:
they reft- and recruit themfelves after their long journies,
o 25 to be-enabled’to reach’ their deftined fojournment -
_As thefe queftions-can only be referred: to-the wifdory of -
_the Great Creator-of the Univerfe, we cannot avoidlearr~
ing from them this leflon: of ‘humility at - leafts thaty
- whatever may be thie boaft of human reafon; it vanifhics,
whien compared- with this wonderfil ‘inftin@ of the emi=-
giative powerinBirds. : oz d 1

"C‘LASSES.-—A‘chrﬂi‘ﬁ'g to. Linnzus; Birds” are divided
into Six Cliffés, in the following order: -
0 Tax Rapacious Kind—Which “are carnivorous, amd
lhygé By preying on others, or cating the flefh of déad anis
mals They are diftinguithed by the beaky ‘whicl is
firong, hooked, and notched at the point; by their fhort
saufcular legs, firong toes, and crooked talons ‘by their pd
) 53 firength
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#rength of body, impurity of flefh, nature of foed, and
~ ferccious cruelty.
II. Tug Pie Kind—Which are diftinguithed by their
. mifcellaneous food,=and - their fernales being fed by the
males in breeding time. .

IH. Twx Poultry Kind—Which are diftinguithed by

_ their fat mufcular bodies, and pure white flefh,  Strangers

fo any attachment, unlike other Birds, they are promif-
cuous in the choice of their mates, :

1V. TrEe Sparrow Kind—Which mofily compofe the
vocdl and beautiful. Some live on feed, others on infe@s,
While rearing, they are remarkably fond and faithful.

V. Tue Duck Kind~—Are diftinguithed by their bills,
which ferve them as ftrainers for'their food ; and by theix
feet, which, being webbed, enable them to fwim in the
waters, where they chiefly refide.

VI. TuE Crane Kind=Are d'xlﬁng.\iiﬂ\ed by their
: long and penetrating bills, which enable them to fearch
P 5 B 5 for

o
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“for'food at the bottom of waters, near which they chiefly
refide ; and by their necks and legs, which are propur-
tionable in length.

Having thus briefly given an account of - the different
Claffes, with their diftinguithing peculiarities, we fhall
begin our defcription: with thofe which cannot be ranged
fyftematically 5 fuch as the Oftr'ch, Caffowary, Condour,

.-Dodo, &c, 'which, being of extraofdinary fize, and in-"
_capable of ﬁying, are not included in the Six Claffes
before mentioned.
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THIS Bird, according to Naturalifts, is one of the
largeft in the worlds = 'The head, which is like that of 4
Duck, rifes to the height of a man on horfeback. The
body is like a Camel, and has two fhort wings, whichy
wthough exceedingly ftrong, are not expanfive endugh to

B 6 buoy :
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buoy it from the furface of the earth; but, with their af-
fiftance, added to the length of its legs, it exceeds in
fpeed the {wifteft Arabian. It has legs and thighs like a
Heron 5 and each foot has three claws covered with horn,
the elaftic ftrength of which greatly facilitatesand increafes
its flight.

Its eggsatefolarge, that they commonly weigh fifteen
pounds.  That they difregard their future progeny, Kolben

denies, having feen themi fit on their eggs at the Cape of
‘Good Hope. She, however, deferts them by day; but,

like other birds, returnsto them at night. The climate
at the Cape requiring her brooding heat, it is a natural in-
ftiné; but, in thoiz parts of Adrica nearer the Equatory
we conceive they do, as reported, leave their eggs to be
hatched by the heat of the fun, but not without the pre~
caution of coyefing thém swith'fand, aad brifging worms
and other provifions for the young, when hatched ; fory
in bitﬂs; as in other creatures, Nature conforms to the
foil and climate which they are to inhabit. The fimpli-
city and ignoraiice of the Oftrich is particularly obfervable,
in its onily hiding its head to fecure its body fiom the at-

~ tack of the hunters.

'I‘nr
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Tire dmazihg ipower pofiefled by this Bird, ‘of digeft-
ing ftones; iron, and other crude {ubftances;: evinces the
wifdom of the Creator, in giving it the faculty of turn-
ifig to nutriment thofe things which its barfen and native
deferts only afford. i diekal

¢ Tn:s&Birdsare fometimes. bred tame, for the fake of
eating thcryoung ones; of which the female is faid to be the |
greateft delicacy 5 anda fingle cgg is faid to be a fuflicient |
-entertaitmdnt for eight men. The fkin ‘of the oftrich is :
fo thick, that itis ufed for leazher by the Arabians ; and
of the eggs drinking=cups are made. The value of the
plumige is well kitown in rioft cbuntries of Eutope.

.

A5 e Tpoils of 'the Oftrich are this vaTuable, e fo'not

ro b6 widored 3ttt Fiah s becorie their Foft -

deibids purfaer: - For his puipofes the Atabians tain o

& BR hrid AEetest 'hoviy, #hd huit e Ofrieh WL
in Weiw Deags, oF all Varieties of the ‘chiafe, this,
thévgh the moR laboriotis, s yet: the Teioft entertaining.

A Tooh 4 the Bahter toffies Withit bt of his prey, he-
puts oi his horfe with a gentle gallop fo as to keep the

Oftrich

S e e

s
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. Oftrich " fill i fight, 'yet not'fo as to terrify him from the
plaint into'the mountains.. Upon obferving himfelf, there~ ‘
forey purfued at a diftance, the bird begins to run at firft, -

" but gently 5 either infenfible of his danger, or fure of
efcaping, In this fituation he fomewhat refembles a man
at full fpeed ; his wings, like two arms, keep working
with ‘a motion correfpondent to that of his' legs 3 and his
fpeed would very foon fnatch him from the view of his -

purfuers, bit, unfortunately for the filly creature; inftead .
of going off in a'dire@line, he takes his courfe incircles
while ‘the hunters fill make a fmall courfe within, re-
lieve each other, meet him at unexpe@ed turns, and keep
him thus fti.l employed, fill followed for ‘two or three
days together. At laft, fpent with fatigue and famine,
and finding all power of efcape impefiible, he endeavours
to hide himfelf from thofe enemies he cannot. avoid, and .
coversthis head in the fand, or the firft thicket he meets.
Sometimes, however, he attempts to face his purfuerss
and, though in general the moft gentle animal in nature,
when driven to defperation, he defends himfelf with his
beak, k;;.w}pgS,, and his feet.  Such is the force of his:

#143 ‘.f:‘ N & o wdn - 8T EN e s m,"ﬁ""&*;
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_motion, that a man would be utterly unable to withftand
him in the fhoek. &N

Tue Oftrich feems to fll one of thofe voids in Nature,
between the quadruped and: feathered race, as the Bat
does another ; the tormér né&mbimg the Camel, in the
 fame propor tion as the Bat does the Moule,

To the beauty of its plumage thi§ Bird owes its de-
firu@ion. But, in return, it triumphs over Man; for
the feathers which its death affords thé purfuers, attend
lhe 'hearfc of Man to the grave, AN

A > x
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[

« Tuz CASSOWARY.

fe - i b
THIS Bird, which is found in the fouthern parts of
the Eaft Indies, is about five feet and a half high. The
wings are fo fmall,.as. to be fearcely perceptible. It hasa

creft on its head, refembling a helmet, three inches high. .

* Though tvery' feather of this Bird is adapted for flight,,

2

neng
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_pone are entirely deflined for covering. -~ The extremities
of them are armed with five prickles, the longeft of which
s eleven inches. - It is defcribed to have the head of a
. Warrior, the.eye of a Lign, defence of a Porcupine, and

fleetnels of 2 Courfer 3 but, thoygh proyided thés for- -

midably, it is perfe&ly inoffenfive. It neither wallks,
rans, hops, jumps, nor flies; but, kicking up oneleg be-
hind, it bounds forward with the other, with a velocity
not to be eqvmlled by the fwifteft Arabiap.

Tuvus formed for a life of hoftility,.for ternfy)ng others,
:md for-its own defence, it ml_ght be expeéted “that the
Caﬂ'owary was ©one of the moft fierce and ‘terrible ammals

“of the creanon But not}ung f_'o oppoﬁte to 1ts natural
charatter, nodung {o different fromy the life itis contented
_ tolegd, It never attacks others; and mﬁqadsff the ,bill,
~when at:ackcd, ic. rather makes ufe of its leﬁ and;qcks

l;ke an horfe, or runs againdt its purfger, Q@P\degwp,
and treads lnm to the ground.

I-r is faxd tbat the paffage of ;he food ﬂ‘mﬂih#' E&ﬂ“

35 pesformed 0 rmmz, thag gven the ¥esy | w—n&@- .

&l
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it has fivallowed whole, pafs through it unbroken, in the
fame form they went down. The Caflowary’s eggs are of
a grey afh colour, inclining to green. - The largeft is found
to be fifteen inches round one way, and about twelve the
other. The voice of this bird refembles the grunting of
a'hog.

Tue fouthern parts of the moft eaftern Indies feem to
be the natural climate of the Caffowary. His domain, if
we may fo call it, begins where that of the Oftrich ter-
‘minates. The latter has never been found beyond the
Ganges; while the Caflowary is never feen nearer than
the iflands of Banda, Sumatra, Java, the Molucca 1flands,
and the correfpending parts of the Continent.

Tms Bu-d, like the Oftrich, is extremely voracious of

" all things capable of pafling its fwallow. The Dutch af-
“fert, that it not ‘only devours glafs, iron, and ftones, but
even burning coals, without the leaft féar"or'injury. From
its fearcity, it is generally fuppofed 1ot t6 be fo prohﬁc as

* the Oftrich ; but this may be mote cvnng to their native
* place being ufurped by Man, than from any defe@ inits
&< nature §
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nature 3 for both its natural armour, and digeftive power,
are convincing proofs that it is deftined for the defert, and
not for cultivated plains: So that, like other wild crea-
tures, when they have, in vain, difputed. with! Man the

poflefiion of their own territories, they  may ﬁaée with-~

drawn themfelves -to, fome folitary defert, far from the
prying eye of Man, and for which they are fo peculiarly

formed.
LTaz EMU,

WH IC H is a Bird but little known, is fix feet high,
refembling the Ofrich in forny; and has “been reckoned,
by travellers and naturalifts, to be of the fame fpecies. Tt
is the largeft Bird yet difcovered on the New Continent :
but is chiefly found in Guiana, Brazil, Chili, and the
smmenfe forefts bordering on the mouth of the river Plata,
Somé affert, that it buries its eggs in the fand, like the
Oftrich ; -but they may be miftaken, as thofe of the Cro.
codile are buried and hatched in the fame manners |

a9 & re b RS |

gl t 319 gt

o

r

e G SRR W



i o

80" NATURAL HISTORY.

e N

?hﬁ D»‘a;aa.— 3

r HE m&wc appearmce o'f t-lls Bnrd', fe’enis to ﬁ{l
another void in Nature befween Birds and Beafts, which
is that between the Sloth, and a more ative individual of
the feathered tribe. Its body, which is nearly round, is
very ponderous; and covered with grey feathers, The

legs ¢
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Yeps refemble the pillars of a fixed building, bt feem
fearcely firong enough te fupport-the body ; :the neck ia
thick and purfy; -and the head has two wide chaps, that
open beyond the eyes, which are large, black; and pro- :
minent : the bill, which is extremely iong and thick,
is of a bluifh white, and crooked in oppofite directions,
refembling two pointed fpcons laid on the back of each
other. it has a ftupid.and veracious appedrance,, which: }
is greatly increafed by a bordering of feathers, that grow {
round the root of the beak, and have the appéarance of -a
cowl,or hood. The Dodois, in fhort, a moft conmiplete
picture of ftupidity and deformity. : i

Lixe the Sloth, it is incapable either of defence or ;
flight. I:isa native of the Tle of France, where it was :
firft found by the Dutch. - dtis aferted by fome, that the
fleth is naufeous ; while othets, on the contrary, contend
that it is palatable and wholefome. This Bird grows to
fuch an enormous fize, that three or four of them are
fufficient to dine a hundred failors. The Dodo, by fome, : 1 3 i
is thought to be the Bird of Nazareth, the defeription of
it being exa@ly fimilar to that Birds M. ; ;

e : Tr1a %
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TH1s feems to be an entire exception to’ the ‘general®]
nature of Birds, both in appearance, as ‘well as aétivity. 3

Tf we except the Owls, and Birds of that defcription,
there are fearcely any but what are agreeable in form,

and alert in motion ; but this, on the other hand, appears ’

formed, not only to difguft the fpeétator, but to be a'moft

an immoveable burlefque of the feathered tribe, Were -
we, allowed to give our opinion of the final caufe of crea- '
‘ting fo unfeemly a creature, we fhould fay, it was formed -

a5 a foil to the various beauties difcovered in the reft of
the Bird Creation,

5y : ’rx‘
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Tane GOLDEN EAGLE.

T ‘HIS Bird is about three feet nine inches in length,
and eight fpans in breadth. Tts bill is ftrong, fharp, and
-crooked the eye has four lids, to guard it againt excef-
five light, and prevent it from external i m)unes. the toeu
sre covered with: féﬂer; and ‘the claws are exc&e&' ngly

- ftrong

i e e -
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firong and formidable. It is found in the mountainous-
parts of Ireland, where its fiercenefs has been obferved to.
attack Cats, Dogs, Sheep, &c. As_it feldom lays more
than two eggs, it is a convincing proof that Providence
has wifely prevented too great an increafe of what might
prove very offenfive, if not deftru@ive to the pofieffions

of mankind. Some of thefe birds have been found in

‘Wales.

-

Tre male engages in the maintenance. of the young
for the firft three months; after which time the female

undertakes, and continues in this employment, until they :

are capable of providing for themfelves. The Eigle flics
the higheft of all birds, and is therefore called the Bird
of Heaven.. Bochart fays, that it lives a century, during
which period. *’\‘X cpntigually inereafing.  Such is its
thirft after blood, that it never drinks any other liquid,

unlefs when fick. . Not content. with preying on birds,..

~and the {maller beafts, it will plunge into feas, lakes, and

rivers, after fith, His fight is moye acute than that of .

“any other bird. . The feathers are renewed every ten years,
_Which greatly increafes ity vigour, as expreficdin the beaus
£5 ‘ siful
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“dful fimile of David : Thy'youtb fball be resewved like that of
- “the Eagle. 'The Eagle that would- not-quit the corpfe of
Pyrrhus, who had. brought it up from a ncming, is a proof
that this fpecies of bird is capzb}e of atmhment and grati-
tude. - ' 3

)
gh e e :

Sorec dll Birds; He ias the: q\nckeﬁ' eye’s Buﬂﬂ‘s fenfe
‘of fmelling is far inferior to that of the Vulture. He

never purfues, therefore; but in fight; and when he has
feized his prey, he ftoops from his height, as if to examine
its weight, always laying it on the ground before he carries
it off. -As his wing is very powexful, yet, as he has but
ittle fupplenefs-in the joints of the leg, he finds it difficult
to rife when down ; however if notinftantly purfued, he
finds no difficulty in carr}ﬁ@oﬁf!ﬁkey

In order to extirpate thefe pernicious Birds, there is a
law in the Orkney Iflands, which entitles any perfon that
kills an eagle, to ahen out of every houfe in the parifh
in which the plundereris killed.,

Tux neft of the Eagle is ufually built in the moft inac+
: eeﬂiblq
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ceflible cliff of the rock, and often fhielded from the wea-
ther by fome jutting cragg that hangs over it..

Turxre are fixteen other forts of Eagles ;. namely, the. ;
Sun, Bold, Ring-tailed, and Black Eagles; Ofprey Bird;,
Crowned, Common, White, Rough-footed, Erne, Jean

* le Blanc, Brazilian, Oroonoko, Eagle.of Pondicherry, and
Vulturine Eagle, - 2z : 10

! ; ) Tus.
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Tue CONDOUR or AMERICA,

IT is doubtful which this bird s ‘moﬂ‘ allledL to, the
‘Eagle or the Vulture ; its - force and ancxty refemblmg
the former, while the baldnefs of its head and'neck are
like the latter. No bird can compare with it for fize;
ftrength, ‘rapacity, and fwiftnefs of flight. It is, there«
fo

A
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fore, more formidable than the Eagle to birds, beafts, and
even to mankind. The rarity of this pernicious and. de-
fru@ive bird, is another inftance of the great care of
Providence in. proportioning thefe creatures, according to
their utility or ferocious propenfity ; for, were the Con-
dour as prolific; or common. as others of the feathered.
tribe, it would fpread. univerfal deyaftation.

Sir Hans Sloane fays, one was, fhot-by Captain Strong,
not far ﬁ'orh\.Mogha, an iflandiin: the South Seas, on the
Coaft of Chili, asit was fitting on a cliff'by the fea fide.
"Phe wings, when extended, meafured, ffom- each extre-
mity, fixteen feet. - Oneof the feathers, which is now in-
the Britith Muleum, is two feet four inches im length,
one inch and a half in circumference, and weighed three
drachms, feventeen grams and a half.

. AccorpiNG to Gawlpﬂg de iz Vagay, feveral have
h‘ﬂm killed by theSpaniards, which in: general meafured
ﬁﬁeen or; ﬁ;t;;g feet -from wing tp wing, To prevent
the:too-fatal exercife of. their. fiercenefs, Nature Has.des
nied - them, fuch, talons, as- the- Eagles - They- have only.

claws,
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elaws, which are as harmlefs as thofe of the Hen. Their
‘beaks are, however, ftrong enough, to tear off’ the hide,
and penetrate the bowels of an Ox. Two of them will
attack and. devour a Cow or a Bull; and it has ofien hap-
pened that boys of ten. years of age ,h;}ve fallen a, prey. a
them, . The inbabitants of Gl e, therefoy in cop-
tinual dread.left their children fhould be. devouwi in thexr
abfence. In ordure. to allure r.bem 5. they exyok the form
of a child, made of a very glutinous clay, on which they
darc with fuch rapidity, and penetrate fo deeply with their
'beaks, that they cannot difengage themfelves. The In-

NATuRE appnfes ev:ry one of nts approach, by catte
fing it to make fo greaf a noife with its wings, as_almoft
to occafion deafnefs. . The body.is as large as that of a
Sheep, and the flefh as (difagreeable as carrion. Thus
Man lofes no food from t.he providential fearcity of this
terrific and devouring creature,  Forefts, not affording

room for its flight, are never infefted with its depredations ;

thcy, therefore, dwell moftly in miountains, vifiting the

fhores

o AR e SR T
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“ fhores at night, when rain or tempefts drive their finny
“'prey thither for fhelter.

Ty are chiefly to be found in'the deferts of Pacho-
U riac, where men feldom venture to travels thofe wild
“yegions being alone fufficient to mfplre the mind with ‘a
“fecret horfor, affording no other mufic but the roaring of
wild beafts, and the hiffing of ferpents ; while the adja-
cent mountains are rendered equally’ temble from the vifits
“of thys de(’cru&xve bird.
) “Ty1s bird Is thought, by naturahﬁs, to be the fame as
the Rock, found in Arabia, the Tarnaffars in the Eaft
Indies, and the large Vulture, in Senegal.

T



Tue KING oF Tur VULTURES.

THIS bird differs from ‘the Eagle, in its:indelicate vo~

ragity:;. preying more upon, ‘carrion  than live ‘animals 3

which difpofition: feems wifely adapted by Providence, - as
a prevention againft the naufeous and epidemical ' effes:
that might otherwife arife from carcafes being left to pu-

trify

ARy b
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#rify on the earth. Its preying on the eggs of Crocodiles,
‘which lay each of them et leaft two or three hundred, in
the fands, is another difpenfation of Divine Providence,

in order to prevent too great an increafe of thofe @cioua
and deftruétive animals. ’

Tue form of thxsiﬂ‘dl?&%«fg\nﬂie« from the Eagle,
by the nakednefs ﬁkﬁwm,mﬁh, not being
deftined to prey particularly’ ol Hving birds, &c. their
‘flightis not e{iﬂm%m.m, Falcon, or Hawk.
But, beinyfﬂlﬁﬁ‘b}y"w&ion, their fenfe of fmelling
is proportiohally exquifite. Happily for us, itisa firan-
ger to Enghnd ;whifle it'is" found-in, Arabia, Egypt, and
smany parts*of Africaand” A Thereiis a down under
the wings, which in the African markets is frequently
fold as a valuable fur,

Taee: Viohture' is’confidéred'for feivicedble fin Egypt,
thaty in Grand Cairo, large flockg-are péfmitted” to refidés
inorder to devour” the “carrioh ' of thaX grede city) which?”
would otherwife ‘be lidlsde Q’Wpeﬂﬁéﬁé‘e.h DTG 6

I

1
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It is fervicesble, likewife, in_thofe count
hunters purfue, and defiroy animals rnerg;y for

¥

ries where

the fkins 3

as they follow, and devour the bodies before they lie Tong
enough to corrupt the air ; which they Qo io greedily and
voracioufly, as to be unable’ to fly, ~ But when they are

attacked, they ‘have a power of lightening their ftonachs,

40 as to effe& thejr efcape.

4

- THis bird is fomewhat lazger than a Turkey-cock, and

Femarkable
eiiag thehead and neck, (which is of an oran
being bare. , The. eyes are; urrowided with a

for the uncommon formation of the fkin: co-

3¢ colour)
tkin of a

Jeprlets colour, . and.: have 2 bedutiful pearlicolouted: ir's.
Alhough the King of tie Vultures ﬂm&!&ﬂ&%{t&

moft bezutiful of this deformed race, its habits are equally

Sifagrecable with:the reft. o . ;

e

*

, Tys ﬂl_ghti, ;:.nd .cryi‘pf ‘,tbef; !gi_éis, being, particularly
obferved and attended to by the B.Qm,’ypAgﬁugsﬂxgqﬁ_

" have arifen from thejr confidering, where they

were mofk

-0Sined todive tieis i, fromghe previous fenfdbhey

waYor, J1,

“had.of an 3;!i>{ogvsﬁin$4ﬁaggbl¢r 3 wwhich the Romans »

ways
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tways flattered themfelves was to enfue of the enemics
they were preparing to_engage. ¢ Py

Tie GOLDEN VULTURE.

A LTHOUGH this bird'is larger, yet; in other re-
fpedts, it refembles the Golden Eagle. It is four feet
and a half in length. The lower part of the neck, breaft,
and belly, aré red: the back is covered with black fea-
thers, the wings and tail with thofe of a yellowifh browr.
Though the various fpecies differ very much in refpeét

o colour and dimenfions, yet they are all eafily diftin~

guifhied by their naked heads, and beaks partly ftraight,
and partly hooked.

x this clafs are alfo to be ranged, the Golden, Afh-
coloured, and Brown Vultures, natives of Europe ; the
Spotted and Black Vultures, of Egypts the Brazilian, and

“the Bearded Vultures.

Or all ereatures, the two moft at enmity, are the Vul-

“ ture of Brakil, and the Crocodiles The female of this

tevrible
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terrible amphibious creature, which in the rivers of that
part of the world grows to the fize of twenty-feven feet,
lays its eggs, to the number of one or two hundred, in
the fands, on the fide of the ttvm-, where thé¥ are hatthed
by the heat of the dhnate. For thfs purpofa, the takes
every precaution. h'l‘mfe ﬁ'orh m er animals the place
where fhe depo ts her b\.‘lrdeu~ in the mean time, a
number of Vultures fit, filent and unfeen, in the branches
of fome neighbouring foreft, and view the Crocodile’s
operations, with the pleafing expeQation of fucceeding
plunder. They patxént“ly wait till the Crocodile has laid
the whole number of her eggsy till ﬂle has covered them
carefully thh the fand, and unhl the is retired from them
toa convement dx&ance. : Tken,élltogéthﬁ‘,ﬂowmg
each other wich mes, they pour down upon the neft, hiook
up the fand in a moment, lay the eggs bare, and devour
the whole brood without remorfe,

B : O B Tan

ey, ey
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T H E dignified fport of Falconry, which formerly dif-
tinguifhed the recreation of the Englith Nobility, has
been long difcontinued. A perfon of rank fcarcely ever
appeared without his Falcon, which, in old paintings, are
- the criterion of titular diftinction, Harold, afterwards
z . King
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" King of England, was painted with a Falcon on his hand,
-and a Dog under his arm,; when he was going on an jm=
portant embafly. To wind a horn, and carry a Falcon
with grace, were then marks of being wwell bred, Learn-

ing was left for the fudy of children born in armore hums -
ble fphere, - :

<X the reign of James I. Sic Thomas Monfon gave one
thoufand pounds for a Caft of Hawks. - An ungualified
perfon, taking the eggs of a Hawk, even upon his own
ground, was fined and imprifoned, at the pleafure of the
King. . Edward 1L madeit felony to fteal a Hak,

Tux Generous Hawk is ditinguifhed from, the bafer.
race of Kites, Sparrow-hawks, and Buzzards, by the fes
¢ond feather, which in this kind is the longeft ; whereas,
in the other kinds, the fourth feather is the longeft,
They alfo pofiefs natural powers, of which the other race
are deftitute. They purfue their game with more fwift-
nefs and confidence, and, from:their generofity of temper,
they are fo attached to their feeders, as to become very
tractable,

Cy Tin
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Ty Hawk or Falcon purfues the Heron, Kite, and’
Woodlark, by flying perpendicularly upwards, which af-
fords the greateft diverfion; while other birds, by flying
horizontally, diminifh the pleafure of the fportfman, as
well as endanger the lofs of his. Hawlk..

Tue Norwegian breed of Hawks were of fuch efteem:
in the reign of King. John, that, in confideration of a
prefent of two of thefe birds, that monarch allowed the-
friend of Jeffry Fitzpierre to export one hundred weight
of cheefe; a very great privilege in thofe days. We learn
further, from Maddox’s Antiquities, that the interef. of
Richard I. was obtained, by the prefent of one Norway
Hawk, in favour of John, the fon of Ordgar.

& Trz
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Trhe GYR-FALCON,

TH IS fpecies of Falcon, which exceeds alf others, both
in fize and elegance, is nearly as large as an' Eagle; ~The
bill is hooked and yellow, and the plumage moftly white :
the feathers of the back and wings have black fpots, in
the fhape of hearts: the thighs ate clothed with long fea-

Cgy : thers,
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thers, of the pureft white : the legs are yellow, and fea-
thered below the knees, This bird is fometimes found
entirely white. It was ufed to ﬂyé.‘n,the nobleft game,

fuch as Crames, Herons, &c. f- i

o ¥

Ix this fpecies of birds, may be claﬁ'dd, the Peregrine °
Falcon, Sacre, Mountaui, ‘Greyy Wh.we, Tunis or Bar=
bary Falcons, and. J; i £
5. ; ';‘?

THE rﬁibcon« /GENTLE,

‘WaicH 1s'1‘(ncwa f;'ro{n o&xer Fal&ans by the neck
being furrounded with a hght ye]law tmg

Maxy nﬂ@ake,s havmg be‘en made, with refpe& to the
names of this fpecies of bird, we think it neceflary to
inform our Readers, that they are called, ‘according to the
times they- are taken, after the-following names :

-Af taken in June, July; or Aug, -they are chjied Gentle
. - Sept. O&. Noy. Deci - - - - - .- Pilgtims

e _}an Febr. Mal’\.h e = -vﬂntmtre
" and, if once moulted, it is called Hagar, from, the He-
~ brew, which fignifics 3 Stmnger. o
: ? B



TsE G OSHAWK,

T H IS bird, which is larger than the Common Buz-
#atd, is longer in form, and more elegant in thape. The
breaft and belly are white, beautifully fireaked with: tran{-
verfe lines of black and white. This fpecies, as well as
that of the Sparzow-hawk,. are di&inguiﬂxed by the name

Cé6 of .

o —
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ef Short-winged Hawks, from their wings, when clofed,
not reaching to the end of the mll. _This bird was for-
merly much efteemed, and taught ,by FaI’coﬂ}rs to purfue
Cranes, Wild Geefe, Phcafan:s, and Parmdges.

Or this fpecies there dre alfo, the Honey, Moor, and
Turxey Buzzard ; the Hen hamer, Keftril, and Hobby-

V4

Tus S'PARROW HAWK.

THERE isa gﬁ-ea.t dxﬂ'erené”e in fize between the male
and female of this bird; the latter weighing nearly twice
as much as the former. They vary alfo confiderably in
their plumage ; though the back, head, ‘coverts of the
wings, and tail, are generally of a blue grey. It makes
great devaftation among Pigeons and Partridges.

Trx M ERIEN;

WHICH is the fmalleft of Hawks, and not much
larger than a Thrufh, bas been known to kill Quails and
Partridges, and difplay fuch courage, as to render itfelf
as formidable as birds of fix times its magnitude.

Tuz
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Tue GREATER BUTCHER BIRD.

rTHIS bird, which during the fummer conftantly refides
here, (the fmaller Red Butcher-bird migrates) remaing

g the mountai parts-of the country; but in win-
ter they defcend inte the plains and nearer Human habi-
tations. The larger kind malke their nefls on the higheft
trees, while the lefler build in bufhes in the fields and
hedge-rows. They both lay about fix eggs, of a white
<olour, but encircled at the larger cnd with a ring of
“brownith red. The neft on the outfide is compofed of
white mofs, interwoven with long grafs ; within, it is well
dined with wool, and it is ufually fixed among the forking
branches of a tree. The female feeds her young with ca-
terpillars and other infeéts while very young; but foon
after accuftoms them to fleth, which the male procures with
furprifing induftry. Their nature alfo is very different

from other birds of prey in their parental care ; for, fo far
from driving out their young from the neft to fhift for
themfelves, they keep them with care; and even when

-adult they do not forfake them, but the whole brood live
Qi in
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$n one family together. Each family lives apart, and fs
generally compofed of the male, female, and five or fix
young ones ; thefe all maintain peace and fubprdinqﬁp{r‘
among each othery and  hunt in coneert. It is eafy to di-
ﬂmgmfh thefe birds at a diftance, notonly from theu-go..
ing in companies, but. alfo fiom their imanner of flying,.

whigh is almyj wWﬁ‘mﬁﬁkmﬁw




: Taz \HORNED OWL.,

H AVING defcribed the rapacious! bixds of day; we
proceed to thofe of night, which are equally cruel, and
more treachercus. That no- link in-the chain of Nature
-fhould be incomplete, thefe birds employ the night inde~
\valtation, preventing by this smeaus any chafm in the round

[ 520 Uf
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of time. They are diftinguithed from all other birds by
their eyes, which are better adapted for «the purpofes of
darknefs than of light. Like Tigers and Cats, which
fubfift by their "nocturnal watchfulnefs, they are endued
with the power of difcerning obje€ts, at a time when we
thould conceive it to be totally dark. The idea, however,
that they fee beft in total darknefs, is erroneous 3 twilight,
which is the medium between the glare of day, and the
gloom of night, being the time they fee with the greateft
perfpiéu}ty. But the faculty of fight differs greatly in the

different fpecies.

T note of the Owl is truly hideous; and fuch is the
antipathy of the fmall birds to it, that, if one appears by
chance in the day-time, they all furround, infult, and
beat him.  So great however is the utility of this bird,
that one Owl will deftroy, in the fame fpace of time,

- amore mice than fix cats.

“Tur White, or Barn Owl, which is the moft domeftic, -
can fee the fmalleft moufe peepefrom its hole; while the
Brown Owl is frequently obferved to have a fight ftrong

encugh
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enough to feek its prey in the day-time. Deflined to ap-
pear by night only, Nature feems to have thought it un-
neceflary to lavith on them any beauties, either of form

or plumage, as they would have been loff to general gon -
templation. ‘

As a fubjeét of vigitance, this bird was confecrated to
Minerva, and feems to fill that chafm between quadru-

peds and the feathered race, which is obfervable between
Cats and Birds,

Tre GREAT HORNED OWL,

WHICH is nearly as large as an Eagle, has fdmc fea-
thers rifing from his head, which he can elevate or lower,
at pleafure. The back, and coverts of the wings, are
varied with deep brown and yellow. ' It ufually breeds in
caverns, hollow trees, or ruinated buildings, making thei
nefts nearly three feet in diameter.

TH1s fpecies of ‘Owl is fometimes found in Cheﬂurc,
Walesy and the north of England, :

: T‘u:
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THE LESSER HORNED O\"

T H E 'wings of this'bifd dre foTong, that, when clofed,
they reach beyond their tails. ~The feathers of the head,
back, and coverts of the wings, are brown, edged with
vellow.: the tip of the tail is white.:
!
Tnnu is a}fo a {maﬂer kmd of Hdmed Ow], which
is not uchiargerth;m the Thruth.

Or Ouwls, there are alfo, the Little Owl, which is re-
sarkable ‘for j¢8 elegance 3 the Screech Owl, which has
blue eyes, and iron=grey feathers 5. and the Brown Owl,
which remains all day.in the woods.

: I\(To;'rwxwﬂs'r.&mbmo this fpecies of birds  differ fo
matenally, both in fize and. plumage, their eyes are all
adapted for nocturnal vifion, to ecnable them to feck their
food, which they always do by night. 'They ‘have firong

- mufeular bodies § powerful, feet and claws, for tearing

their prey 3 and ﬁomachs properly adapted for digeftion.
i=F BIRDS
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THIS Clafs is the moﬁ harmiefs, as welf as the moft
fervnccab‘e to Man. It not onTy furmﬂxes the ‘table of
1he cyxcme wuﬂ various dmn‘f’es, but alfn Po » “
deruble addition to the neceffaries of life. The R1pac10us
Kind may amufe us in the fports of the field, and the

warbling fongfter,y ;with i -melodious voiee,- delight us, in
the grove ; but nonsg can equal the effential {ervice, and
folid advantages. of the Domeflic Poultry They ate a
fource of wealth to_the peafantt}, : l;:e kcep Ihz:m at a
Tmall expence,. cfpeci
havc 3 range of copmpn 5 Wd.; _od fous influx of
eggs and fowls continually pouring into the matkets of

this great and opulent metropolis, daily teftify.

TrEY were originally of foreign origin; but time and

the climate has fo inured them to us, that they are now -

confidered as natives; and, by their great increafe, form
‘0o inconfiderable part of merchandife.
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As the Rapacious Clafs are formed for war, this feems
equally defirous of peace. ‘They are naturally indolent
and voluptuous; have a ftrong ftomach, ufually called a
gizzard, which makes them very voracious ; even while
pent up, and feparated from their companions, they fill
enjoy the pleafure of eating, and will grow fat, while
many of the wilder fpecies pine away, and refufe cven
common fuftenance. 4

It is particularly remarkable of this Clafs of Birds,
that, though naturally fond of fociety, their fenfual ap-
petites are fuch, as to admit of no connubial fidelity,
which is fuch a diftinguithing charateriftic in Birds of
the Rapacious Kind, fuch as the Eagle, &c. whofe con-
nexions, when once formed, never end but with their
Tives, :

The



e TV OE RS

OF all birds, the Cock feems fo have been the firft
reciaimed from the forefft, to gratify the luxury and
amufement ¢f Man. This bird, in its domeftic fate,
undergoes many variations. In Japan, there isa fpecies
of this fowl; which feems to be covered with haix inftead

S of

AR



:’1 \_/ i

§os NATURAL HISTORY.

of feathers. Thefe varieties fhow the length of time
they muft have been under ‘the dominion of Man; the
departure from their original chara&eriftic ariﬁng from
the mixture of breeds, brought from different countries,
which have been allowed to corrupt, withont improving
the. ftock. That the Cock was originally imported from
Perfia, is generally acknowledged. - It has been, however,
fo long in this country, that, amongit the uuent Britons,
ltw one afthe fbxbldien foads.
anou thc very great length of time this bird has been
refident amongft us, we fhould be apt to doubt whether it
< was natural to any other country; was it not fometimes
to be found in the iflands of the Indian Ocean, where it
ftill retains its wild and natural Jiberty.

Ans'rommw:s calls 1t the Perﬁan Bmi, in order to
thow the country where i it is produced

3 The Cock, like the Bull, wild and irregular in'his appe= -

tites, ranges from one Hen to another, firuts about the

farm-yard, like a Sultan in his feraglio, and confiders
i ‘every oneof higfex-as his rival and enemy, ' Qarelefs of
e his.
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his progeny, he leaves to the female all the care of pro-
viding for the young ; , which the ;performs with the
greateft maternal care and tendernefs, till they are capas
ble of provndmg for themfelves, o

Tue Cock, when oppofed to a Bird of Prey, is timo-
rous and cowardly 5 but, when in oppofition to one of his
own fpecies, he is naturally valiant, feldom leaving his
antagonif until he is killed or taken fiom him; many
fhameful inftances of which are too frequently exhibited
-in the different cockpits of the metropolis.

To the bravery of this bird, even Princes themfelves,
in different parts of the world, h\ave, to their fhame be
it fpoken, owed a principal part of their amufement,
Heathens might have fallen into this error; but that a
race of people, calling themfelves Chriftians, who are

ftyled the patrons of compaffion and humanity, fhould

take a delight in fetting thefe inoffenfive birds to deftroy
each other, can only be attributed to an inordinate thirft of

gain peculiar to sho{e gmblers who have {o much di(graced

thm countryy °
as

N i A sty e
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Excrusive of this, there are two other fpecies of
Cocks, called the Hamburgh and Bantam Cock ; the lat-
ter of which is well known and diftinguifhed in this coun-
try, by its diminutive fize, and feathered legs.

Tus
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WHOSE matetnal affiduities are almoft betome pro-
vetbial, feldom clutches a brood of chickens above once a
feafon. The number of eggs a domeftic hen will lay in
the yeat are above two hundred, provided fhe be well fed
and fupplied with water and liberty,

Tns

e
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Tue Hen makes her neft without any care, if left to
herfelf; a hole fcratched into the ground, among a few
buthes, is the only preparation fhe makes for this feafon of
patient expectation,  Nature, almo# exhaufted; feems to
inform her ‘of the proper time for hat‘ching, which fhe
herfelf teftifies by a clucking notey and by difcontinuing
to lay. If lcfncn i ‘-E&i’e‘f, ﬂxe ﬂ‘énr would feldem

éﬁe ae thfxoét Mpt-
ing to,‘mm m ﬁe h&s, :
her eggs, and even removes them md%en( Eﬁmﬁéns,
till at Iengtb, in about three mﬁs‘, tlie young brood be-
gin to give figns of a defire” to burit their confinementy
till they acquire fufficient ftrength to break the fhell.

TuE ftrongeft and beft Chickens generally are the firft
<andidates for liberty ; the weakeft come bzhind, and fome
even die in the fhell. When all are. produced, the Hen'
leads them forth to provide for themfelves, Her affec-
tion and her pride feem then to alter her very nature.
She abﬁ:ura from all food that her young can fwallow, and
flies boldly at every creature that fhe thinks is hk.e]y to do
them mx(chxef.

il . Ten
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Tew or.twelve chickens are the greateft number, that
a good Hen can rear at a.time ; but as this bears nopro-
portion ;to the nugaber of het.eggs, fg}uw Jhaye. been
1magmeu to cl\xtch all the eggs of a. H?n, @Q{ﬁ&u&,tum
her pr?d\ fo t {.‘fzﬁ f?‘?ﬁ%’é’aﬁfz.ﬁ The contrivance
we mean, s, the art ial method of hatching Chickens in

ftoves.

HzerEe we have, in this little domeftic creature, another
ftriking inftance of the bleflings beffowed on man by his
all-wife and beneficent Creator ;. for, while her young
fupplies our tables with the moft exquifite food, and her

eggs contribute to re&p:;:the@eaﬁﬁ of the fickly and de-

bilitated, the no lefs Lmuﬂ:\'ﬁes to affift the poor induf-
trious cottager to mcreaﬂs%ﬁis fca?:ty pittance ; and though
he is now; by the arbitrary hand of lordly power, deprived
of his natural right of feeding his cow, or a few fheep, on
the ‘common, yet his ftraw-built houfe fill affords him
room to keep a Cock and a few Hens,

<¢ Ve friends to truth, ye flatefmen who furvey
€6 The rich man’s joys increafe, the poor’s decay,
: 2 . % Say
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€ Say where, ah! where fhall poverty refide,

¥ 416 ’féape the preflure of contiguous pride ?

$¢ 1f to fome common’s fencelefs limits ftray’d,
¢¢ He drives his flocks to pick the fcanty blade ;
¢ The fencelefs fields the fons of wealth divide,
¢ And ¢’en the bare-worn common is denied.”

Tuz




Trer PREACOCRE,

THE Italians have obferved, not unaptly, that this
bird has the plumage of aniange], the voice of a demon,;
and the appetite of a thief. They were originally from
India, and are fill found in vaft flocks in the iflands of
Ceylon and Java. The beauty of the Peacock deprived.

Cs it
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3t firft of its liberty 3 which proves to demonftration, that
beauty is” not confined to the deftrution of the human
fpecies. So early as in the time of Solomon, according to
the tenth chapter of the Firft Book of Kings, Apes and
Peacocks are found among the articles that were imported
from Tarfhith, They were fo much eftéemed by the
Greeks, that a pait-of them was reckoned worth upwards
of thirty pounds fterling." When firft introduced into
Greece, they were made a public exhibitions - Hortenfius,
the orator, was the firft who ferved them up as an enter-
tainment for the table. ‘They were afterwards confidered
as the choiceft of viands, andone of the greateft ornaments
of the feaft: but their palatable fame foon declined, as
may be obferved by the condu of Francis I. who ferved
them up in their plumage, by way of ornament; not as

a dainty. -~ y
“To’ defcribe the Peacock as woncifely as poffible, we
have only to obferve, that the head,’ neck, and beginning
of the breatt, are of #' deep fhining blue: on the crown,
is a tuft of ‘green feafhers'; and the tail, which ‘may be
faid ‘to_vic in fplendour  with the rainbow, (dxécobu.rs
being
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‘being fo beautifully intermixed) they difplay with all the
feeming vanity of a conceited beauty. The gold, chef-
nut, green, and blue of the eyes, are fo happily difpofed,
that they form the fineft harmony, and moff beautiful
<ontraft of colour, that can poffibly be conceived. The
bird himfelf i s fenfible_of this fuperiority of plumage,
which cen:amly exceeds every thing of the Lind in Na-
ture’s works,

TrE Pea-hen feldom lays above five or fix eggs in this
‘climate before fhe fits. Ariftotle defcribes her as laymg
twelve ; 5 and it is probebje, jnlm'natxve clzmate, the may
be thus prolific : for it is certain, that in the forefts where
they breed naturally, they are numerous beyond expreﬁion. ¢
The bird lives about twenty years; and not till its third
year has it that beautiful variegated plumage that adorns
its tail,
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Tyg PHEABANT.

»NEXT to the Peacock they are the moft beautiful of
birds, as well for the vivid colour of their plumes, as for
their happy mixtures and variety. It is far beyond the
power of the pencil to draw any thing fo glofly, fo bright,

or points fo finely blending into cach other,
Ix
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Ix fad, nothing can fatisfy the eye with a greater va-
riety and richnefs of ornament than this beautiful creat
ture. The iris of the eyes is yellow; and the eyes them-
felves are furrounded with a fearlet colour, fprinkled
with {mall fpecks of black. On the fore-part of the head
there are blackifh feathers mixed with a fhining purple.
The top of the head, and the uppér part of the neck, are
tinged with a darkifh green that fhines like filk. In
fome, the top of the head is of a fhining blue, and the
head itfelf, as well as the upper patt ‘of the neck; appeats
fometimes blue and fometimes green, as it is differently
placed to the eye of the fpe@ator. The feathers of the
breaft, the fhoulders, the middle ‘of the back, ‘and the
fides under the wings, have a blackifh ground, with edges
tinged of an exquifite coloury which appears fometimes
black, and fometimes purple, according to the different
lights it is placed in § under the purple there is a tranfverfe
fireak of gold colour, The tail, from the middle feathers
to the root, is about eighteen inches long the legs, the
feet, and the toes, are of the colour of horn.” There are
black fpurson the Iegs, fhorter than thofe of a cock ; there

]
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is 2 membrane that conneéts two of the toes, together ; and
the male is more beautxful than the female.

~ Trxis bird, though fo beautiful to the‘ eye, is not lefs
delicate ywhen ferved up tQ the table. Tts fleth is cqnﬁ-
dered as the greateft damty 5 and when the old ph) ﬁcxans
fpoke of the who]efomenefs of any vxa,nds, they macfe
their compamfon"vyl ielie ﬂeﬁl‘ 2 ‘In the
y»ggo% the hen- lay s ﬁ'(im e1¥hteen to twenty

i % z £
€8gs m fcafon 55 i;ut m‘: ome te’ the (e,laom laxs
ahove §f'?

I;s fecg’ndi{'y When ‘g‘ql‘? s !juiﬁqx‘ent to frock
thc foreﬁ, its, beau}d}ul gluxnéée a orns it; and its ﬂelh
re;ams a hxgher ﬂavour from its unllmxted freedom.

Tu; kPheafant, when full grovm, feems to feed mdlf-
(ferently upon every thing that offers, It is faxd By a
French writer, that one of . tﬁe kmg s.l"yortﬁnen ﬂmqtnqg
at_p,mrcq!,@}c;gws? that werexgathered round a.dead car-

- eafe, to his grqqt"fngpufqz upony w@,udp, found that he :
.rhaqu}ed as many Pheafants as Crows. It is cven affertf.d
h,y,ffmne, t}za;f»{ih, is &gmvoxous 4xfpoﬁuon qf this
2bird, “that when feveral of them arc put together in the
fame
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feme yard, if one of them happens to fall fick
sbe pining, that all the reft will fall upon,
it : i

§s
» or feems ¢o
kill, and devour

e

THERE is a Baftard Pheafant which is of a mixed breed
between the Pheafant and the Cock. The back is reddifh,
mottled with brown and white , the lower parts aﬂ:-coloured,
fpotted with brown, There s alfo a variety fupgofeé to
be produced between the Turkey and the Pheafant, and
on that accoant called the Turkey Pheafant, It is like

. the former, of a.mingled colour,

Tz are about elght or ten foreign birds known of
this genus. Among thefe the painted, or(if:l@gn Phea-
fant of China, is moft confpicuous for its bééuty. 1t is
lefs.than the comman Pheafant, not being more than' two
feet nine inches long. “The general edlour of the plumage
is crimfon ; on the head is a Ee_gﬁt‘iful yellow creft, the
feathers of which -dppear like filk. “Fhe back and rump
are yellow ; ‘the‘ﬁp"‘ﬂars.fe blue, axequills brown marked
with yellow ; the tail i twenty-three inches in length,

and the colour is chefnut, mottled with black. The Hen

2 ¥or, IL, D is

A
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3s materially different, the general colour of her plumage
“being brown. It appearsa hardy bird, and has been known

to propagate with our common Pheafant.

T Argus Pheafant fs'a magnlﬁcénti:i‘rd.-‘ “Tr'receives
its name from the quills being ’rii_ar]ied with eyes refer-
bling thofe in the Peacock’s thain, e top and Hind part
of the head and neck is 2 changeable blue'; the ‘back
dufky, marked with reddifh brown ;- the throat and breafta
dull orange. Itis the fize of a Cock Turkey; and the
two middle feathers of the-tail are three ‘feet inlength.

~This bird, as well as the former, and the Superb Phea-
{ant, the predominant eolott of whichisa beautiful green,,

is a native of China.

Tum



DR R D Se v 7

Tz BUSTARD

\ IS the largeft native land bird of Britain; the male genes
rally weighing twenty-five pounds,’: It is about hine feet
broad, and four feet Tongs 'The head and neck are of an
afh colour, and the back is barred tranfverfely with blacky
bright and ruft-colours the greater. quill feathers aré

; Dia black 3

L o Satng b SA N bl oo A SPE
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black 3 thofe on the belly are white ; the tail, which con-
filts of twenty feathers, has broad red and: black ftripes 5
and the legs are of 2 dufky: hue.

Tax female is about half the fize of the male. They
were formerly much more numerous than at prefent; but
the increafed cultivation of the country, added to the ex-
treme delicagy: of its flefh, has caufed a great decreafe of -
the fpecies. Another circumftance, equally unfavourable
to this bird, isits amazing fize, which renders it fo un-
wieldy and flow in flight, as to render it almoft impofiible
10 efcape the aim of the fpostfman

BusTARDS are principally found on Salifbury Plains,
Newmatket and Royfton Heaths, Dorfetfhire Uplandsy
and thofe of Marfly or, Lothian, in Scotland. They rum
very faft; and, although flow in flight, will, when on
the wing, continue their progrefs; without refting, forfe-
verak miles, ~ Itis with fuchdiffieulty they take flights that
they are very frequently rundown by Greyhoundse. They
{eldom tander above _twenty of thirty miles from. theis
baunts. They live on bemricsy which grow on the hieathss
: 3 and
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and on earth-worms, that are foundon the Downs before
the funrifes, -

As a fecurity againt m&&, Natute has furnithed
the male with a pouch, that will contain near feven quarts
of water, with which, it is fuppofed, they accommodate
and fupply the female while fitting, or the young, until
they can fly. ;

IT lives about fifteen years, but cannot be domefticated,
from the want of a fufficient (_upplx of the food which
they delight in, which thc?y can only };btai{x in gheir na-
tural fate. = pids >

THERE are two other fpecies of this bird, which are
called the Indian Buftard and Little Buftard,

T4 P
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BIRDS of th: DOVE ard PIGEON KIND.

A;L L the beautiful varicties of the tame Pigeon, de-
the Stock-dove. This

rive their origin from one fpecies,
ueifh afh colour;

bird, in its ftate of nature, is of a deep bl
the breaft dathed with a fine changeable green and purple ;
the ﬁdés of the neck with fhining copper colour : the wings
are marked with two black bars, one on the quill feathers,
and the other on the coverts. The back is white, and the
¢ail is barred near the end with black. Thefe are the co-
lours of the pigeon in a ftate of nature ; and from thefe
fimple tints the art of man has /propagnted fuch a variety,
that words cannot defcribe, nor even imagination conceives

Nature, howevers preferves her great out-line; and
) > though
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though' the colour: of thefe birds may be changed. by
art, yet their natural inclinations and cuftoms remain inva~
riable,

b el ehvil R0 R0 vorifiag bna witehi aa®
s 6»&&:‘:&:! varicties of the tame Pigeon” are fo nus
‘merous, that it wouldbe a fraitlefs attempt to deferibe them
all ¢’ for human art ha&fo much iltered the coloui dnd’ ‘figare
of this bird, that p:gecm fancyers; by pairing ‘a ‘male and
ferale 'of different forts, tany @ they exprefs ity breed
them' to a feather. From‘herice ‘we' havé the' various
names exprefliveiof their feveril properties; fuch as; Care
riers, Tumble?s', Powters, Horfe-meén, - Cropper, Jacor
bines, Owlsj Nuns;* Runts;’ Turbits, - Barbsy Helmets)
Trumpetersy Dragoons, ‘Finhikins, &c.' Asif isincoms
patible with our plan to admit'of ‘any other than the ma&
fingular and curious, we muft contént ourfelves by dex
feribing the four fo]lowmg, to which we havc annexed
very accurate drawmgs.

<

¢

Tre Turtle-dove is a fmaIIer, But 4 n'luc‘.h ﬂiyér Bii&
than any of the Pigeon kind ; 1t freqdént!'the wéit'ée

MR e



e R A .

S—r

2 NATURAL HISTORY.

England during the fummer months, beeding in thick
woods, generally of oak.

Tue fidelity and conftancy of thefe birds is proverbial ;
and a'pair being put in a cage, if one dies, the other fel-
dom furvives it long, Itisa bird of paffage, and does not
Hay in our northern climates dnm;g winter, They come
over here in large flocks in the fummer, to breed 5 and
though they delight in open, mountainous; and fandy coun-
tries, yet they build their nefts in the middle of the thickeft
woods, choofing the moft unfrequented places for incuba-
tion; They feed upon all forts of grain, but the millet feed
is their favourite repaft. The Turtle-dove commonly mea=
Aures twelve inchesand a half in length, from. the tip of
‘the: bill to the end of the tail 5. and when the wings are
extended, the breadth is twenty-one inches,

Somx naturalifts affirm, that this bird lays its eggs twice
ayear, and, if this affertion may be dependedon, which is
Very, probable, agit isa bu:d of paﬂ'age, it is once when it

-¥ifits us in fummer, .and once when it ngrates to fome

Wpsmex climate in winter.
THE
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Tae Dove-houfe Pigeon breeds every month. It
lays two white eggs, which produce young ones of
different fexes. When the eggs are laid, the female
fits fifteen days, not indﬁiégiéh,. three days the is em-
_ployed in laying, and is relieved at intervals by the
male. G A
So rapid is the fertility of this bitd in its domeftic ftate,
howaver incredible it mayi appear, that, from a fingle pair,
fourteen' thoufand feven hundred and fixty may be pro-
duced in the fpace of four years.

e i
reyean b Bavan noipaeel
D Tuss
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E Tue ENGLISH POWTER,
f THIS Pigeon deriyes its name from being or'xg'mﬂly bred
¢ in England, and is a crofs breed between a Horfeman and

a Cropper; and frequently paring their young ones with
the Cropper, has added great beauty to this bird, and raifed

- its reputation among the fancyers.
; ; ACCORDING
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AccorpIng to the rules laid down by the fancy,* this
bird ought to meafiire,from’ the point of the beak fo" the
‘end of the taily: eighteen inchesy to'have a finé thape
and hollow back, floping off taper from the thoulders’; for
when it has a rife on the back, it is termed hog-backed ;
the legs, from the toe-nail to the upper joint in'the thigh,
feven inches. = The crop ought to be largé and circular to=
wards the beak;; rifing behind the neck, foas fo cover and
run neatly off at the fhoulders, with a fmart girt ; and their
varicty of plumage givesa fine fymmetry to the ' wholé
bird. e

Ix order more fully to difplay the beauties and proper-

ties of the Powter, we will here defcribe in what mafined -

a Powter ought to be :pied, after 'the fancy of the ableff
judges. The front of the crop fhould be white, enciréled
with a fhining green, interfperfed with the fame colour he
is pied ;- but the white fhould'not reach the back of the
‘head, for then he is-ring-headed!  There fhould be a
patch, in the fhape of a ha!f moon, falling upon the chop,
of the fame colour with which he is pied ; ‘and when this
is -wanting, he is caled fwallow-throateds The head,

Dé neck,
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neck, back, and tail, fhould preferve a uniformity of to-
lour ; and, if a blue-pied Pigeon, he fhould bave twd
Black ftreaks of bars near the end of both avings; butif
thefe chance to be of a brown colour, it greatly diminifhes
the value of the bird, and he is then kite-barred, as the
fancyers termit. 'When the pinion of the wing isfpeckled
with white, in the form of a rofe, it is called a rofe-pinios,
and is highly eftcemed, though it is a great rarity to find
ahy obe complete in this property ; but when the pinion
has a large dafh of white on the external edge of the
wing, he is faid to be bifhoped or, lawn-fleeved. “They
muft not be naked about the thighs, nor fpindle-legged, but
their legs and thighs muft be fout and ftraight, and well
covered with white foft downy feathers: but whenever it
bhappens that the jointsof the knees, or any part of the
ghigh is tinged with another colour, he'is foul-thighed.
1f the nine fight feathers of the wing are net white, he is
foul-flighted 5 and when only the extreme feather of the
wing is of the fame colour with the body, he is called
fword-flighted.

The
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“Txe crop of the Powter ought to be filled with wind,
o as to fhew its full extent, with eafe and freedom j for it
isa very great fault, when a bird ‘overcharges his crop
with wind, and flrains himfelf fo much, that he fome-
times falls backwards, becaufe he is not able to give a
quick vent to the confined air, which makes him difquiet
and heavy ; and many a fine “bird has, by this ill habit,
cither fillen intothe freet, down a ¢himney, or become
an'lealy prey to the cats: The reverfe is being loofe
winded, fo that he exhibits-fo fmall a crop, as to appear
to as little advantage as an ill-thaped runt. A Powter
fhould play ereét, with a fine well {pread tail, which muf
not touch the ground, nor fink between his legs ; neither
mutt it reft upon his rump, which is a great fault, and is
«alled rumping. He ﬁtmﬂd draw fhe fhoulders of his
wings clofe to his body, difplaying his limbs without
ftraddling, and walk almoft npon his toes, without
Jjumping or kicking, as is the manner of the Uploper, but
moving with an eafy majeftic air.

Tue Powter that approaches nearet all thefe properﬁe;
is a very valuable bird; and fome fancyers, by a patient
- perfeverance
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perfeverance and great expence, have bred thefe birds fo
near the ftandard prefcribed,” as to fell them for twenty
guineas a pair. ; i

Tue Powter'was formerly fo much valued, as to mono-
polize the attention of the fancy in general ; butfince’ the
Almond Tumblers are brought to fuch perfection, the Pow-
ter is now much' negle@ed. Some fancyers declare that if
Tumblers were keptin feparate pens, and trained as the
Powters are, they would fhew in the fame manner, and be
equally familiar.

$085 1. 11 Taz
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THE +C i BN B0

T H E Carrier is rather larger than moft of the common-,
fized pigeons. When they ftand upright on their legs,
they fhew an elegant gentility of fthape far exceeding moft
other pigeons. « From. the lower part of the head, to the
middle of the upper chap, there grows out.a. white, naked

g ¥ fleth,
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fieth, which is called the wattle, and is generally met by
two fmall protuberances of the fame luxuriant flefh, rifing
on each fide of the under chap ; this flefh is always moft
valued, when of a blackifh colour. i

Tue circle round the black pupil of the eyes; is com-
monly of a red L;iqk@uﬁ colour, though ,they are more
efteemed when of a “}'ﬂ;gd: thefe are alfo encompafied
with the fame fort of naked, fungou: atter, which is
very thin, generally of the adthi of a fhilling 3 and the
broader this fpreads, the gfeﬁ‘ser‘is the value fet upon
them ; ‘but when this luxuriant flefh round the eye is
thick and broad; it denotes the Carrier to be a good breeder,

and one that will rear very fine young ones. The gentle~
men of the fancy are unanimous in their opinion, in gi-
ving this bird the title of ¢ The King'of thé Pigeons,” on
account of its gracefu! appearance, and uncommon fagas
ity s i i S0 < e

3

Turs fpecies of the Pigeon were originally bred at
Baflora; an’ anclent ciry of Perfia, and from thence tranfs:
waitted 0 Busope § they are called Carriers; from. having:

LIS bean
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béen ufed to eonvey intelligence,’ by letters, from one city
to another. It is from their ezﬁ-aordinary attachment to
the place of their nativity, and mere efpecially where they
have trained up their young, that thefe birds were em-
ployed in feveral countries as the moft expeditious Car-
riers.  Thefe birds are firft taken from where they were
bredy to the place from whence they ‘are to 'return with:
intelligénce. Fhe letter, which fhould be thin paper,:
muft be gently tied under the wing, in fuch manncr ag
not to incommode the bird’s flight; and it is then fot at
liberty to return. The winged meffenger no fooner finds
itfelf at large, than it fove forits native Home influesices’
all its motions. It immediately flies up into the ‘clouds to’
an almoft imperceptible height, . and then, with great
cei-tainty and exaétnefs, darts itfelf by fome unknown fn-
tuitive ‘principle ‘towsirds its nutive fpot, which s fre-
quently at the diftance of many miles, bringing its mef-
fage to the perfon to whom it is divected, By what vi-
fible means they difcover the place, or by what compafy
they are conduéted in the right way, is equally myferious
and unknown ; butit bas been proved by experiment; that'
they will perform-a Jousney of fosty miles; in' the. fpice:
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of one hour and a half; which is, a degree .of difpatch
three times fooner. than the fwifteft four-footed animal
can poffibly perform., This method of fending dxfpa;che&
was in great vogue in the Eaft, and particularly at Scan-~
deroon, till “very, lately ;. Dr. Rufiel having informed us
that the praice is now difcontineed. It wasufed there
on the -arrival of a fhip, to give the merchants at. Aleppo
a_more expedmeus notice than could’ be dev:fed by any
othermeans- i o 13745

Exnuosnmmw attention was formerly pzud to the
training of thefe Pigeons, in crder to be fent from go-
vernors-in a befieged city, to generals that were coming
to f\xccqﬁr it; ﬁ'om‘prin;es to, their fubje&s, with: the

_news of fome important tranfa&ion; or from love-fick

fwains to their Dulcincas, with exprefiions of theis paffion. .

_Tue fimple afe of them was known in very early
times: Anacreon informs us, that he held a correfpondence
with his lovely Bathyllus, by a dove. Taurofthenes, by
means of a pigeon, which he caufed to be- decked ‘with
purple, fent the news to his father, who lived in the ifle.

of
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of Agina, of his viGory in the Olympic Games, on the
very day he had gained it. When Modena was befieged,
Brntus, within the walls, kept an uninterrupted correfpon-
dence with Hirtius without, and this by the afliftance of
pigeons, fettmg, zﬁ m’ every ftratagem of the be-
fieger, Anthony; to f winged couriers. In the
times of the C fadé'é, tﬁel‘e are many inftances of thefe
birds bemg made ufeful in. the fervice of war.  Taflo re-
lates one durmg the fiege of Jerufulem ; and ]omvxlbe
another, during the crufade of St. Louis, ’

ACatREl 4
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Trne JJACOBINE.

THIS pigeon is ufually caﬁed, for fhortnefs, the
Jack ;.it is a very pretty bird: but very good birds of
this fpecies are exceedingly fearce, the genuine breed being
greatly degenerated by an imprudent method of intere
mixing them with the ruff, with a view of improving
e the’

S T AL . v s bl -
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the chain by the length of the rufi’s feathers; but by
this ill-judged pradtice, the chain is greatly detrimented.
The bird bred larger, is much fimfier in its hood and
chain, with an additional length of beak 5 in a word, it
is worfted in all its original properties 3 for the real Jack
is one of the fmalleft pigeons; and the lefs: they are, the
more they are valued. It hasa range of inverted feathers
on the back part of its head, which turns towards the neck,
like the cap or cowl of a monk ; from hence this bird dew
rivesits name of Jacobine, or Capper, 2sfome call it ; the
religious of that Order wearing cowls or <aps, joining te
their garments, forthe covering of their bald pates, There~
fore the upper part of this feathered colouring is called the
hood 5 2nd ‘the more compat and ' clofe thi§ feathered or-
nament grows to the head of :the bird, fo much the more
does it enhance its value among the cutious, The Dutch
ftyle the lower part of this range of feathers, the cravats
but with us it is called the chain. The feathers ‘which
compofe this chain thould be long and thick ; fo that by
laying ‘hold of the bill, and giving the neck a gentle
ftretch, the two fides fhould lap over cach other, as has
been often experienced in fome of the beft birds of this

i3 ; fpecies 3

X
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fpecies ; :but real good ones are very fcarce in this country.
Though this breed has been much negleéted with us, our
neighbours the Dutch and French breed them to great per-
fe@tion. - A few fummers ago, an eminent fancyer and
great naturalift purchafed fix pair of thefe pigeons at Rot-
terdam, and tranfmitted ‘them to England, ‘with a view
of “eftablifhing ' the = true  original breed in his native
country 5 but his defign was wifortunately fruftrated by a
mercilefs cat, who accidentally got into the loft where they
were kept, and deftroyed them all, to the great regret of
all thofe who are curious in the fancy, as they are by far

the pretticft pigeon of the toy kind.

Tue real Jacobine is poffefied of a very fmall head,
with a fhort fpindle’ beak, and clear pearl eye; and the

lefs thefe properties are, the betters - As to its plumage,

there “are’ yellews, ' reds, mottled, blues, and blacks:
though the yellow-coloured birds always claim the preces
dencey yet of whatever colour-theyiprove to be, they muft
always have a white tail and flight, and a c’ean white head.
The legs and feet of fome of ‘thefe birds are covered with.

1% f .- ou feathersy
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feathers, others are naked and without any ; but this is of
no fignification, as each fort has its admirers.

Deavrers in pigeons, ﬁke dea.lm in horfes, practife
various arts to take in the unwary, and impofe upon the
credulity of the lefs Imowmg, and thnx have a method of
artificially raifing the chain and hood of this pigeon, which
they term cuaxmg ity this they do by ‘clipping the feathers
at the hinder part of the head and necl, iand conftantly
firoking the chain and heod towards the thead ; befides,

_when they find it neceflary, they cut out a {fmall piece of
fkin from between the cheft and the throat, and immedi-
ately ftitch it up again, by which means the chain becomes
clofer ; and fuch adepts are fome of the dealers in this art,
as to make an indifferent bird fetch a good price. S

The
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Tre FAN-TAIL, or BROAD-TAILE_D SHAKER.

3 : THIS Pigeon, efpecially when luftful, has a frequent
tremulous motion, or fhakingin the neck, which, joinedﬁto
the breadth of its tail when fpread, gives the bird the name
of Broad-tailed Shaker. ‘This bird is pofiefled of a long,

= tapery handfome necky which it ereéls in a ferpentine
o form,
\
f 3
] ? \
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form, rather leaning towards its bick, fomewhat like the
neck of a fwan ; ithas a very fhort beak, and is exceed~
ingly full breafted, with a:tail compofed of a vaft number
of feathers, very feldom 'lefs!than four ‘and twenty, and
never exceeding fix and thirty, which it fpreads inavery
flriking manner, like the tail of a Turkey-cock, and
raifes it up to fuch a degree, that the tail appears joined
to the head, in the nature of a Squirrel’s ; and from hence
fome fancyers give them the name of Fan-tails: but
when it is fo crowded with feathers, it occafions it fre-
quently to droop its tail, and hinders it from throwing it
up to meet its head, which xsrf; -great an imperfe&ion in
the opinion of the fanoy, a never to be over-looked, be
all the other properties, of the- bird ever fo perfeét;
though a very large-tailed*bird of this fpecies, which car-
ries its tail according to the rules of the fancy, is a great
rarity, and of great value.

TroveH the general colour of its plumage is entirely
white, there are yellow, red, blue, and black-pieds, and
fome all blue; but the whites are the favourite birds, as
they have by far the nobleft carriage, both in their tail and

head.

AR
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head. | There is another kind of Broad-tailed Shakers,
which différ in nothing from. the above-defcribed bird,
thé neck excepted,. which is fhorter and thicker ; but the
Shaker with the longeft neck is by far the handfomeft and:
snoft valuable bird. oo

BIRDS
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BIRDS of tbe PIE 1§1ND

TH IS Clafs of Birds, though not fog_fned 11- war, de-
light in mifchief, and are peryetua]lj h;{rréﬂing'mh‘r birds,
without the .leaft apparent enmity ; and includes all that
noify, reftlefs, chattering tribe, from the Rayen' to' the
‘Woodpecker, which hover about our. habstatwm,\ and make
free with the fruits of our: mduftx} LY RO S

A pdiieg
S ey

TroucH they contnbute the leaft of any Birds to the

pleafures or neceflicies of MT&‘? are as remarkable for
inftinét, as for their capacity to receive inftruétion ; cun-
ning and archinefs are peculiar to the whole tribe. They
have hoarfe voices, flender bodies, and a facility of flight,
which baffles the purfuit of all the Rapacious Kind, Of
this Clafs, we feleét the following, as moft deferving our
attention, :

=g
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26z 7T O U C 8 K

WHICHin fize and fhape refembles a Jack-daw, has
a remarkable large head, to fupport an enormous bill,
which, from the angles of the mouth to the point, ex-
tends fix inches and a half in length, and upwardsof two
inches in breadth, in the broadeft part not much thicker

than
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than parchment. Some naturalifts have thought, but er.
voneoudly, that the Toucan had no nofrils 5 this miftake,
in all probability, ongmatedfmmxhei;bang placed in the
upper part of the bill; ‘and, eot-f«mﬂar,m covered
with fubhqxa : Iy

X

BETW!EN the whxte ‘on the breaft, ‘and the blsck on
the belly, are a number of red feathers, moft beautxfu!ly

formed'in the fhape of a crefeent, with the Horns point-
ing upwards. The toes are difpofed in the fame manner
as thofe of the Parrot, two before and two behmd

Tax Toucan is fo cafily wnedy “that it will hatch ana
rear its young in houfes. Its chief food-is pepper; which
it is faid to devour like a glutton. Pozzo, who bred one
of thefe birds, fays, thatit refembles a Magpie, both in
voice and motion. Naturalifts feem to think, that the
Toucan ufes its tongue to all thofe purpofes for which
other birde ufe their bills. This naturally accounts for
the thinnefs'of the beak, which feems only calculated as
a fheath for the tongue, which is very large and firong.

¥
>
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Tuis bird inhabits only the warm climates of South
America, where it is much efteemed for the delicacy of
its fleth, and beauty of plumage. The feathers of the
preaft are particularly admired by the Indians, who pluck
them from this part of the fkin, and, when dry, glue
them to their cheeks, which they reckon an irrefiftible
addition to female beauty. !

 WaEN we oontemplatc the ‘Bixd Creanon, we cannet
conﬂd;r without amazement, how varioufly Nature has
formed their biI}s,vwings, feet, and bodies, accordi})g to
their different wants and peculiarities, occafioned either by
fituation or difpofition ;- a more firiking:inftance of which
cannot be adduced thanin the bird juft defcribed.

Ry THE




Tre GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER.

THIS bird is about nine inches long, fixteeen inches in
breadth; and’ two ounces three quartets in weight.  The
bill is of a black horn colour, and the forehead pale buff';
the crown of the head 'is of a glofly black, 'and “the hind
part is marked with adeep rich crimfon fpot ;' the cheeks

are
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are white, bounded beneath by a black line, which paffes
from each corner of the mouth, and furrounds the hind
part of the head 5 the neck is encircled with black; the
throat and breaft are of a yellowith white  the back,
rump, coverts of the tail; and lefler coverts of the wings,
are blacks The webs of the black quill feathess are ele-
gantly maﬂteﬂwﬂb round ‘whitefpots. 'The fonr’ middle
feathers of the tail are Blnck, ‘the next are tipped with
dirty yellows and-the ends of the two-outermoft are black.
"The legs are of a red coloutr:

Tae colotirs offhe female are the fame as in the male,
except the crimfonfpot on the head.

Tue GREEN WOODPECKER.

OF this bird there are many kinds and varieties, form-
ing large colonies, .in the forefts of almoft every part of
the world, The . wifdom of Provzdence, in the admira-
ble formation of creatures according to- their -refpeétive
natures, cannot hé better excmplxﬁed ithan in the bgrds of
this genus.

Za ' Woonrscxxns,
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WoobpPeckEns, feeding entirely upon infeéts, and
their principal action being neceflarily that of elimbing
“up and down the trunks or branches of trees, have 3
long flender tongue, armed with 4 fhrp bony end, barbid
on each fide, which, with the affiftance of a curious ap-
paratus of mufcles, they dart to agreat depth ints the cleft
of the bark, from whence they draw’ out the lurfxiﬁg-
infeéts,

Waen this bird difcovers a rotten, hollow tree, it crieg
aloud, which alarms the infect colony, and puts them in
confufion ; by which means it is the better enabled to get
at the prey. By thus deftroying thefe infeds, which are
found fometimes on  trees not entirely deg,)i(ed, it ﬂmuld' .
feem as if Nature had formed this bird for the exprefs
purpofe of cleanfing fuch trees, as they are generally ob-
ferved to thrive and flourifl after they have left them.
They are likewife very ufeful in deftroying ants, en
which they feed, as well s o wood-wotms and infects,
To take ants, they adopt the. following curious ftrata-
gem: they dart their red tongues into the ant-hill, which
the ants, from the refemblance, fuppofing to be their

«¥You. II, E Blual
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ufual prey, fettle upon it in myriads, which is no fooner
done than they withdraw ther tongues, and devour them.

Tnr Green Woodpecker is about thirteen inches long,.
twenty-one inches in breadth, and weighs fix ounces and
2 half, The bill'is hard, ftrong, and fhaped like a wedge.
Dr. Derham fays it has a peat ridge running along the

top, which {eems as if it was defigned by an artift,, both.

for frength and beauty. The back, neck, and lefler co-
verts of the wings, are green, and the rump is of a pale

yellow-.

To thefe may be added, the Leffer Spotted, and: Gui-

nea Woodpeckers,

Txe



Tre BIRD OF PARADISE.

ACCORDING to fome naturalifts, there are nine dife
ferent forts of this bird ; but Mr. Edwards deferibes only
the three following ; viz. The Greater Bird of Paradife,
the King of the Bi.ds of Paradife, and the Golden Bird
of Paradife, v

E a Trp
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Tue Bird of Paradife, as defcribed by Moregrave, is
about the fize of a Swallow. The feathers about the
beak are as foft as filk ,,gireen and brown above, and black
below : the upper part of the neck is of a gold colour;
but lower dowa, it is gold, mixed with green: the long
feathers on the fides, near the rife, are of a gold colour; .
and the other parts are of a whitifh yellow.

Tae King of the Birds of Paradile, mentioned by
Clufius, is the leaft of the fpecies.

Tz Golden Bird of Paradife has a gold-coloured neck'
and beak ; the feet and toes are yellow ; breaftand back,
pale orange colour ; and the large feathers on the wings
and tail, are of a deep orange colour.

Tur ideéa that thefe birds have no feet, is proved to be
an error by Mr. Ray, who fays,. their feet are neither
fmall nor weak, but large and long, armed with crooked
talons, like bisds of preys

Trx great beauty and variety difplayed in every part
of the Creation, continually affords, to the contemplative
mind,
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mind, frefh inftances of the power, w»fdom, and good~ -

nefs, of the vame andAhmghty Architeét,

Tue Blr& of Pﬂtﬁﬁ; ‘which is a native of thé Mo- -

lucca Iflands, - et&tﬂ&m other bitd of the Pie Kind

+ in beauty 5 a proof, Mtkofe groves which produce the -

richeft fpices, produce alfo ‘the fineft birds. . The inhabi-

- tants, fenfible of the fuperiority of thefe birds, call them, .

by way of pre-eminencey God’s Birds, -

" Tuey migrate with their King (which s ﬁlperxor both -

in fize and Elumage) abeut Akg&ﬁ, wken the ﬁormy fea-
fon begins,. m‘é return. when it is over. .

"THERE are two other B:rq‘s of Parad:fe, one of which -
is found in the ifland of Ceylon, but has never yet been -
defcribed ; the other is called the Pled Blrd of Paradife, .
has a blackifh bill, like a Duck, and a taxr nearly ag long :

ol Mﬂgplc. 3
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Tueg CUCKDODO.

TH E - note.of this bird is known to all the wosld; but
its hiftory and nature remain yet undifcovered. - Some
ra-uralifts have afferted, that it devours its parent, chan-
ging its nature with the feafon, when it becomes a Spar-
gow-hawk. But thefe fables are now fufficiently refuted.
It however fill remains a fecret where it refides, and

how it fubfifts in wintere
Tz
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Tue claws and bill of the Cuckoo are much weaker
than thofe of other rapacious birds. It is diftinguithed
from all - others; by its note, and the round prominent
noftrils on the furface of the bill. ‘The head, the upper
part of the body, and the wings, are beautifully ftriped
with tawny colour and: tranfparent black; the legs are
very ﬂmrt, clothed with feathers down to the feet; and it
has a large mouth, the infide of which is yellowifn.

Trrs bird is the harbinger of {pring, -at which “time it
returns, to glad the hufbandman with its wonted note, as
a fignal that Nature now refumes her vernal beautics,
The note, which is a call to Love, is ufed only by the
male, and continues no longer than the pairing feafon.

TrE young are generally nurfed by a Water-WagtaxI
or Hedge Sparrow, their parents always unnaturally de-
ferting them,

Tre note of the Cuekoo is pleafant, though uniform 3
and owes its power of pleafing to that afleciation of ideas.
which frequently renders things agreeable, that would:
: E 2 otherwife
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otherwife not be fo in themfelves, Were we to hear the
Cuckoo on the approach of winter, we. fhould think it a
moft lamentable noife 3 but, hearing itas we do, -at-the
approach of fpring, we cannot avoid thinking it the moft
agreable, from its being attached to all thofe enjoyments
with which we know Nature is then teeming for our acs
commodation. i

17 is about fourteen inches in length, twenty-five ia
hreadth, an_§ weighs five ouncesy little more o lefss

BIRDS
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BIRDS of the SPARROW KIND,

DESCEN’DI‘NG from the larger to the fmaller kmd&,
we come to this Clafs of Birds, which live chleﬂv in the
neighbourhood of Man, whom they feem -to confider as
their beft friend, filling his groves an-ii‘ fields, with har-
mony, that elevates his heart to thare their raptures, All
other Birds are either mute or fcreaming; and it is only
this d minutive tribe that have voices equal to theirbeauty.
Great Birds feem to dread, the vicinity of Man, while
thefe alone remain ‘in_the neighbourhood of cultivationy
warbling in- hedge-rows,. or mixing wn:h the poultry, in
the farm-yard.

Tazy are remarkably brave ; often fighting until ‘one
of them yields up its life with the vi€ory, When young,
they are. fed upon worms and infeéts; but, when grown
up, they feed principally upon grain, As they devour.
gn:at fivarms of pernicious vermin, which deftroy the root

I . o3 g " before
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‘efore the vegetable is grown, they are particularly ufeful
*to the farmer and gardener.

Tue beft vocal performers of this mufical tribe, arey
the Nightingale, Thruth, Blackbird, Lark, Redbreafty
Blackcap, Wren, Canary-bird, Linnet, Goldfinch, Bull-
finch, Brambling, Yellow-hammer, and Fifkin.

Turs Clafs being too extenfive to be fully defcribed
in fo fmall a volume, we fhall feleét only a few of the
moft ‘curious. But, in order to compenfate for our brevity
in this place, we fhall annex, at the end of the volume,
‘a particular account of the treatment and food, proper
for the different Song-birds peculiar to this ifland, which,
we doubt not, will be a very ufeful reference to thofe
who delight in keeping thefe entertaining little warblers.

Tuz
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Tre LARGE-CRESTED HUMMING-BIRD,

THE Humming Bird is the fmalleft of all birds. There
are feveral kinds, from nearly the fize of a Wren to the
fize of a Humble Bee.

TuEY only live in warm countries, in the Eaft-Indies
and in America (where flowers are conftantly growing) 5
their colours are more beautiful than can well be imagined,

Ee and
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7

and very brilliant or thining; many feem fpangled with
-gold and precious ftones, and fome have little crefts on
< their heads.

As foon-as the fun rifes the Humming Birds of different
: kinds flutter about the-flowers, without fixing upon them ;
their wings move very quickly, and are.conftantly in mo-

< tion. :

Tury fly like butterflies from flower to flower, and
with their little tongues (which are like a tube or pipe,
and forked at the end) they-fuck the homey, which is
what they live upon.

Turir nefts are very curious. They generally hang .
from the ‘end of a branch of an orange or of a citron tree.
‘The hen bird is bufy in building it, whilft the cock goes to

. fetch cotton, and mofs, and the fineft grafs. Itis about
as large as half an apricot, and warmly lined with cotton
the outfide is a bark of gum-trees glued together. They

) lay. two little eggs about the fize of peas, and the cock

* and hen fit by turns; but the hen only leaves the eggs
| .a little while in the morning, to get fome honey when the
~dew

258
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dew 15 on the fowers. The little ones are hatched id
twélve ‘days, and at fielf are’ no larger than a great blue
fy. : } ohjaea
Tiere was a gentleman in America who found 2 neft
“of little Humming Birds (or Colibris) in a fhed, near his
“houfe: he put them into 2 cage, and placed it in his cham-
ber window. The old birds cafe to feed them every hour
in the day ; and they foon became fo tame, as to live from
choice almoft conftantly in the room with their young
ones.

Tuey frequently came and fettled upon his hand, and
he fed them with wine and bifcuit and fugar. ‘They flew
into and out of the chamber when they wifhed; but they
were always attentive to the gentleman’s voice, and came
whenever he called them.

‘OxE night, unfortunately, he forgot to hang up their
cage, and the rats came and devoured them, It was a
great pity that the gentleman fhould be fo carelefs. It is.
very thoughtlefs tocatch biff!,m‘w imprifon them in &

fittle
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little cage, and to prevent them from flying about as they
like in the open air, and from hopping about from bough
to bough, and from finging to one another, and from en-~
joying themfelves: but to put them firft into fo fmall a
prifon as alittle cage, where they have no room to fly, and
can only get what we give them, and cannot efcape from
cats or rats, that would hurt them, and then to negle&
them, is very cruel indeed.

Tre Indians frequently dry Humming Birds, and wear
them as ornaments. The Peruvians make curious pi¢turcs
of their feathers.

Tre Humming Birds have great-courage; they will
frequently attack birds twenty times as large as themfelves,
and letting themfelves be carried along by them as they
fly, fill continue to peck them.

TurERE are two kinds of birds that are called Hum-
ming Birds ; but they differ in th's : the beak of the real
Humming Birdis ftrait; that of the Colibri, or the fecond
kiud, a little crooked ; and its body more taper,

: Tuz
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Tus H O P P O E.

TH]S very handfome feathered vifitant, according to -
the ingenious Mr. Walcot; in his Synopfis, juft publithed
in quarto, anfwers the following very curious and intereft-
ing defcription.

Tur Hoppoe can raife or let fall bis creft when he
choofes § it begins at the bafe of his beak, and goes to the
back
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back part of his head, The feathers in the creft are in 2

double row, and they are black and yellow,

IN the middle of the tail is a white fpot, like 2 new
moon. The wings and tail are black, with bars of white,
It lives on infeéts, fuch as ants, and beetles, and catter
pillars, It is found in many parts of Europe, and fome-
times m eEngl‘md when ’gg is ftlghtengd, it mfes its

Creft. - ik § s e ,4, -

Tne back is fpotted with Black and white; the legs
aredhort;; the outer toe isfixed o the middle toe in part,.

Tur natural fifuation of ths creft is to fall down back=
Wards,

e

- (A Horrox that had been caught fome time, Was very

fond of the woman who took care of it; he feemed never
happy but when he was with her only. If any flrangers
camey he was afraid, and raifed his crefh,  Though the
‘windows of the houfe Were often hft open, he did not
with to meke his efcape.  One day; however, being

& ufiighted
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\ tffrighted by fomething new, he flew away 3 he did- not

I go far 3 butnot being able to find his way back, he weat

| into the window of a convens which was left open, and
there he died, becaufe they did not know what was his
properfood.  Hoppoes may be fed with rawmeac, and eggs,
and worms,

Irs common food ig, thofe infeéts which are found on
the ground ; or. fly very low, as beetles, ants, worms, draa
gon-flies, wild bees, and caterpillars, He is generally
found in marthy places, where there are many infeéts.
When the wazers of the Nile, after overflowing, are re~
turning within their banks, they leave great quantitics
‘of mud behind. When the fur warms this mud, it fwarma
with infeéts; the Hoppoes then are found on its banks.
“They feed upon the mfe&s, smd follow the waters as they
retire,

A7 Grand Cair (which fs the capital of Egypt) there
are many Hoppoes. They build thch' nefts on the cqp
®t terraces of the houfes,

e
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In Egypt they live together in little companies. T
moft other countries they go only in pairs. In Europe
they are only birds of paffage, and do not ftay all winter.

Lixe Woodpeckers, they lay their eggs in the holes
of trees.  Their nefts are extremely dirty; for the little
birds being funk down fo low in the tree, they cannot
throw out the dirts

A Horror that was given to a lady feemed very fond
of hearing mufic, and, whenever fhe played, would place
itfelf on or near her harpficord.

Tux Egyptians fay, that the young Hoppoes are very
fond of their parents j that they warm them when they
are old under their wings, and, when they are moulting,
help them to pull off their feathers.

In this perhaps the Egyptians may be miftaken; but
if it be true, they fet usa good example; for we ought
to be grateful to our parents; who have beent fo careful of
us, 4

THE
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T H IS beautiful bird, which inhabits almoft every
country, may be faid to vie, in elegance of plumage, with
the Parrot, the Peacock, or even the fplendid fhadings of
the Humming Biid. = It is larger than the Swallow ; moft'y
frequents the banks of rivers, and males its neft at the
root of fome decayed trez, which it lines with the down
of the willow, They lay from five to nine white eggs

y before
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116 NATURAL HISTORY,.

before they fit, and hatch twice a year. In this bird we
have an inftance of parental and conjugal affection, which
might fhame many of the human race: as a proof of
which, that ingenious author, Reaumur, fays, that he had
a female of this fpecies brought to his houfe, upwards of
three leagues from her neft. * Afrer having admired her
beautiful colours, he let her fly ;\gaih, when the fond
creature was obferved inftantly to return to the neft where
fhe had juft before been made a captive ; when_joining her
mate, fhe beg,an again to lay, though it was the third time,
and the feafon very far advanced. = She had feven eggs
each time. The fidelity of the male exceeds even that of
the Turtle. While the hen is fitting, and during the
helplefs ftate of her callous brood, he fupplies her with
fith, which he takes with the greateft expertnefs, and in
large quantities; infomuch, that at this (eafon; contrary
to moft other birds, flie is fat; and in fine feather.

SEvERAL writers have confounded the Halcyon with
the King Fifher. The Halcyon, it is faidy breeds in May,
in the banks of fireams; near the fea; after the firft hatch-
Swrearedy it retusns: to lay again in the fame meft, ~ Pling

: and
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‘and Ariftotle fay, that the Halcyon is common in the feag
of Sicily ; that it fits only a few days, in the depth of
winter, in a neft that {wims on the. fea; during which:

- time, it is faid, the mariner may fail with the greateft:
< fafety.  But another author, with more probability, fays,

e that the little Haleyon bird is found on the fhores and

- rocks up the Mediterranean, near Sicily ;. that, at the’

«latter end of fummer; the builds a neft, with fifh bones '
“and fea weeds, fo curious and impregnable, as to fwim

and hatch her young on the fea, which at that time is
* particularly calm and ferene. This has given rife to a
» proverbial faying, when we allude to any particular period
- of our lives, whercin we have experienced umntcrmpted
« happinefs, which are c;\lled Haltym Days.- :

TrerE are many kinds of this Bird, which live in
 feveral parts of Europe, and in Bengal, on the banks of the
. river Ganges, and in Perfia.

THERE are fome kinds of King-Fifhers in Egypt, an&
fome at Surinam, and othcr parts of America, ge
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He balances himfelf upon his wings above the water
at a certain diftance ; and as foon as he fees a little fiflr
fwimming near the top, he darts inftantly upon it, and
brings it up in his feet, ;

HE balances himfelf upon his wings above the water
at a certain diftance ; andas foon as he fees atittle fifth
fwimming near the top, he darts inftantly upon it, -and
brings it up in his feet.

Troven the King-Fifher be a very pretty bird, his
neft is dirty ; for as he feeds upon fith, we find in it a
great quantity of benes, and of fcales, which makes it
fmell very difagreeably.

Tue King-Fifher has a very large ftomach, like other-
birdsof prey; and, like them, he throws up, in little
round pellets, thofe parts of his food which he cannot dia-
geft, fuch as the fcales of the fith, &c.

It is very firange that a bird, whofe wings are fo fmalt

in proportion, thould fly fo fwiftly : if a fifh chance to
£l
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Ball out of his beak, from the branch upon which he is
perched, he will fometimes catch it before it reaches the

water.

H darts down fo rapidly, that his fall has been com-
pared to the fall of lead. 3

Ix warmer climates there are many fpecies of the
King-Fifher; here we have but one: yet he can bear
the cold very well; for in the winter, he is feen fome-
times to plunge under the ice after his prey; notwith-
fanding which, they perifh in the winter..

BIRDS
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BIRDS of the CRANE RIND,.

Tais Clafs is inferior t6 every other in building their

hefts, being lefs cutious than thofe of the Sparrow Kind 3
the method they ufe to obtain their food, is'alfo lefs in-

genious than thofe of the Falcon Kind: the Pie Kind

excel them in cunning; while the Poultry Kind are mote

‘prolific,. None of this kind being, therefore, proteéted

by Man, they lead a precarious life in fens and marfhes,

where they feed upon fith and infes; for which pur-

pofe Nature has provided them with- long necks, to enable

them to dive for their prey, and Iong legs; to keep their -
bodies dry and clean.

Tuosk only which fcéd on infes are eatable,

Tng:
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g THIS bird is fimilar to the Crane, but more remark-
able, both in figure and difpofition. - The feathers -are
white and brown ;. and the nails are flat, like thofe of a
Man. It makes no other noife, but that of clacking its
under bill again{t the upper. Contrary to the general dif«
pofition of Nature,. it has as miuch, if not. mors, ﬁhg
affection towards its parents, than.patemnal aﬂ'c&mn fov

ia
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its offspring 3 for, when the old ones are fo far advanced
in years, as to be incapable of providing for themfelves,.
the young ones will ferve them with. food in the hour of
neceffity, cover and cherith them with their wings, and
even carry them on their backs to a great diftance. What
an example is this of filial piety I  'Whoi can obferve this.
affetionate bird, feeding and defending its aged and help-
lefs parent, till Death relieves them from their anxiety,
without exclaiming,- 0 ye children, imitate this amiable
example 5 let not a fimple bird apbnud and condemn you 5 but,
on the contrary, let it recall to. Jn&r mind ‘the anxious da_y:
and fleeplefs nights they bawe endured, in nurfing, proteing,
and promoting your welfare 5 and you il not fail to im'tate
the Stork, in fosthing their decline of life, avith the lenients of
your love, care, obediense, and gratitude.,

Tux offspring both of the human and the animal race,
come into the world feeble and helplefs ; and if the parental
affeétion were not exceedingly forcible, they muft perifh
in their weak and forlorn condition; and the ereation

_ %vould thus fpeedily be ‘brought'to an end. - There is not

the fame reafon for the return of affeétion in the offspring,
: and
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wand therefore we rarely find it in the animal world: foon
as the youngis able to provide for itfelf, a- mutual forget-
fulnefs generally enfues, and the parent grows as regard-
lefs of its offspring as the offspring of its parent.

Tre Stork is a bird of paffage, and is fpoken of as
fuch in Scripture : See Jerem. viii. 7. * ¢ The Stork
knoweth her appointed time,” &c. Some fay, that when
they go away, the Stork which comes laft to the place of

_ rendezvous, is killed on the fiot. They go away in the
night to the fouthern countries.

Txe Stork has a very long beak, and Tong red
legs. ‘It feeds upon ferpents, frogs, and infe@s: as it
feeks for thefe in watery places, nature has provided it
with long legs ; and as it flies away, as well as the Crane
and Heron, to its neft with its prey; therefore the bill is
firong and jagged, the fharp hooks of which enable it to
detain its prey, which it might otherwife be difficult to
hold, The Abbé La Pluche fays, ¢ A friend of mine,
who has an eftate at Abbeville, bounded by a river plenti-
fully flored with eels, faw a Heron one day carry off one of

the
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the largeft of thofe creatures into his hernery, in f{pité of .
the efforts and undulations of the eel to oppofe his flight.””
Thus we fee the wife Provider has not given thefe crea<
tures fuch bills for neught: the Storks dig with theirs
into the earth for ferpents and adders;. which, however
large, they convey to their young, to whom the poifon of
thofe animals is perfeétly inoffenfive. The plumage of

" the Stork would be quite white, if it was not that the ex-

tremity of its wings are black, and alfo fome fmall part
of its head and thighs. = It lays but four eggs, and fits for .
the fpace of thirty days, 3

Tae Dutch are very folicitous for-the prefervation of
the Stork in every part of their republic. ~This bird feems
to have taken refuge among their towns; and builds on
the tops of their houfes without any moleftation. There
it is feen refling familiarly in their ftreets, and protefted -
sg.well by the laws as by the affe@ions of the people. .

S Tus
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Trne HERON.

THIS bird may be diftinguithed from the Crane and
Stork, by-its fmaller fize; by. the bill, which is much
longex in proportion ; and alfo-by: the middle claw of each
foot, which are toothed like a faw, to‘enable itto feize, and
more fecurely hold, its flippery prey,

Brisox
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Brisox has enumerated no lefs than forty-feven forts
of this tribe, all differing in figure, fize, and plumage 3
but they all feem poflefled of the fame manners, and have
one general chara&er of cowardice, rapacity and indolence,
yet infatiable hunger. Other birds grow fat by an abundant
fupply of food ; but thefe, though exceflively voracious
and deftru@ive, are ever found to be lean and hungry..

\ ‘- J\\ £

Ix proportion to itsbulk, the common Heron is remark -
ably lighty and feldom exceeds three pounds and an half
in weight 3 though its length is three feet, and itsbreadth
upwards of five feet, Its body is very fmall, and its {kin
remarkably thin: the bill is five inches long, from the
po'xrif to the bafe: but, notwith@tanding it is thus formi-
dably armed, it is fo cowardly as to fly at the approach of
a fparrow-hawk. - It muft be capable of enduring a long
abftinence; as its food, which is fith and frogs, cannot be
readily procured at all times. It however commits great
devaftation in our ponds; for, though nature has not fur-
nithed it with webs to fwim, fhe has given it very long
legs to wade after its preys The fmaller fry are his chief
fubfiftence ; and as thefe are purfued by their larger fel-

lows
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lows of the deep, they are obliged to take refuge in fhala

low waters, where they find the Heron a ftill more formi-
dable enemy.

Tre Heron wades as far as he can go into the water;
where he impatiently waits the approach of his prey;
which he darts upon with unerring aim, as foon as it ap~
pears in fight. In this manner he is faid to deftroy more:
in one week, than an otter in three months. - And Mr.
Willoughby aflures us it fometimes feizes fith of a toler-
able fize: ¢ I haye an Heron, fays he, that had been'
fhot, that had feventeen carps in his belly at once, which
he wxll digeft in fix or feven hours, and then to fithing
again. I have feen acarp taken out “of a heron’s belly,

nine inches and' an half long. Several gentlemen who

kept tame herons, to try what quantity one of them would
eat in a day, have put feveral {maller roach and dace ina
tub, and they have found him eat fifty in a day, one day
with another. In this manner a fingle heron will deftroy
fificen thoufand carp in a fingle half year.”

THOUGR
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128 NATURAL HISTORY,
Tuoves the Heron lives chiefly among’ pools and
matfhes, -it builds on the tops of the higheft trees, and
fometimes on cliffs hanging over the fea. The neit 'is
compofed of fticks, lined with wool; and the female lays
four large eggs of a pale green colour. Such, however,
is the indolence of the nature of this birdy that it' never
takes the trouble of building-a-neft for itfelf, if it can pro-
cure one deferted by the Owl or Crow. Indeed it ufually
enlarges it, and lines it withinfides and, if the original

* pofieflor happerss to renew his claim, - the ufurper tréats’
_ him-very -roughly, ‘and drives-him away fot his imperti-

nenge,

“Tue Heron was formerly much efteemed asfood, and
made a favourite difh at the table of the great; but. now
it is thought deteftable eating, Itis faid to be very long-
lived j and Mr, Keylfler's account fays fixty yeass isne
VEIy Bngommon age.

Tee




Twe EGRET, or GREAT WHITE HERON,

TH E length of this bird, from the bill to the claws, is
four feet and a half, and to the end of the tail, three
feet and a quarter; and the weight about two pounds and a -
half. Itis eatirely white, which diftinguithes it from the
common Heron, which is rather larger ; has a longer tail,
and no creft ; and is feldom feen in England,

' Vor. I F S v
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Tie Leffer White Heron only differsin fize, and by

having a creft.

Txg Little White Heron, according to Catelby, has a
crooked red bill, witha yellow iris on the eyes, a white

body, and green feet.

To the above may alﬁorB_‘ea?a&ed_',/‘ﬂ{;Vellow and Green
Heron, found near ﬁﬁi’éiﬁ!s; the bill of which is black
above, yellow below, and about three inches long; the
iris, as well as that part of the neck next the chin, are:
white 3. but the reft of the rieck, top of the hread, the
breaft, 4nd belly, are vatiegated with Brown lines; the
featherson the back are black; the vs)ings are yellowith,
fpotted with black 3 and the tail is ftuck with feathers
sgraatly refembling hair. The thighs arc.of an afh colour;
and the feet arer blacks’ with yellow clawss

Tae- CRESTED HERON.

T HE bill of this elegant fpecies is_about fix inches
Tong, very ftrong, and fharp-pointed 5 the colour dufky
above, and yellow beneach : the fpace round the eyes,
s 2 : Betwcﬁn
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between them and the bill, are covered with a bare greenifh
fkin: the forehead and trown of “the head are white; ths
hind-part being adorned 'ﬁith a beautiful pendant creft of
black feathers, The hind-part of the neck, and the co-
verts of the wings, are gnf:;g: the back is clad with down,
and covered with the feapular sfeathers : the fore-part of
the neck is white, elegantly fpotted with a double row of
black. The feathers, which are low.and narrow, fall loofe
over the breaft; the feapulars are grey, freaked With,
white. The ridge of the wing, and the breaft, bélly, and
thighs, are white ; the latter dathed with yellow. ‘The tail,
which confifts of twelve féathers, is aﬁ-;domu‘s and the

F 2, sika Tre
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Tae B LT T ERN

THIS bird principally differs. from the Heron in its co-
lour, which is ufually of a palifh yéllcw, fpotted and bar-
red with black. It has: two kinds of notesj the one
croaking, when it is difturbed 3 * the other bellowing,
which it commences in the fpring, and ends in autumne
The latter is indeed like the roaring of a bull, but hol-
lower and louder, and is heard at the diftance of a mile.
o From
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From the loudnefs and folemnity of this note, many have
imagined that the bird made ufe of external inftruments to
produce ity and that fo {mall a body could never ejeét fuch
a quantity of note.  The common. people are of opinion
that it thrufts its bill into a reed 3 which, like a pipe,
affifts in- fwelling the note above its naturdl pitch.
Thompfon the poet, and many others, fuppofe the Bittern
puts its head under water, and then violently blowing,
produces that noife. ' The f1& is, its windpipe is. fitred
to produce the found for which it is remarkable ; the lower
part of it dividing into the lungs, is fupplied with a thin
loofe membrane, which can be filled with a large body of
air, and exploded at pleafure, It is certain that the Bit-
tern is frequently heard where there are neither reeds nor
waters to affift its fonorous invitations.. 5

THis is a very retired bird, concealing' itfelf in the
midft of reeds and rufhes in marfliy places. Though it
is of the Heron kind, it is neither fo dcﬁru&“ive nor- {o
voracious ; and though it fo nearly refembles the Heron in
figure, it differs from it greatly' in-its mannersand its
appetites: The' food- of the Bittern is chiefly frogs:s it

4 Py builds .
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builds its meft with the leaves of watersplants, and days
§x or feven eggs of.an afh-green colour. The Heron feeds
its young for feveral days 3 the - Bittern conduds its litde
ones to their food in about thrae days. The flefh of the

Pittern has much the feme flavour a8 that .of the harey

and is free from the fifhinefs of that of the heronz it is

therefore eagerly {ought-afier by the fowler § and as it is
with difficulty pravoked to flights and has a dell and flag-
. ging pace when on the awing, it does net often efcape
. hien. Towards the end of autumn, however, it feems to
Have Thook off its avonted indalence, and is feen gifing in
a fpiral afcent till it is quite loft from the view, making
at the fame time a very fingular noife. Thus it often
happens that the fame animal affumes different defires at
Aiffereat times ; and though the Bittern has acquired the
name of the Star-reaching bird among the Latins, the
_ Greeks have thought it merited the epithet of lazy.

Tars bird is called the Mire-drum in the north of
‘England.

Tux Little Bittern of Brafilis fmaller than the com-

gw0n pigeon, but the lepgth of its neck is about feven
inches.
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inches. The fkin at the bafe of the bill is yellowifh,
"The upper part of the head is of the colour of fleel, in-

terfperfed with palith brown feathers, . The neck, breatt,-

and belly, are whitith; but the back s 2 mixture of
black and brown. The long feathers of the wings are
greenifh, with a white fpot at the extremity of each, The
other parts are beautifully variegated with black, brown,
and afh-colour; and the feet are of a bloflom-colour,
The bill is long, ftraight, and black at the point ; the
iris of the eyes is of a gold<eolour

5 and the tail does not
&xtend beyond the wings.

F3 - Tuze
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Tuae SPOON-BILL, or SHOVELLER.

WHO can behold this frange and fingular bird, with-
out adoring the wifdom of the Great Creator of the Uni-
verfe! The bill of this bird alone, is a convincing proof
of the great care of Providence to preferve his creatures.
This bill is about eight inches long, and of equal breadth
and flatnefs from one ead to the other ; but, contrary to
that of all other birds, inftead of being wideft at the bafe,

and
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“and narroweft at the point, it is exactly the reverfe, fwell~

ing into a broad rounded end, like the bowl of a fycon,
from which it derives its name. It is, however, not hol-
low, like a fpoon ; but, whether ulofed or open, it has a
very Bngular appearam !

TFrrs bird is'as white as fnow, and, from its cleanli-
nefs, locks wonderfully pretty. It is common in Europe,
and frequents the waters,

Tae bil is moft peculiarly formed for the neceflities of
this bird; as feeding principally on frogs, which, by their
cunning and_a&ivity, avoid the birds with pointed bills,
the Spoon-bill, by being notclied and toothed all round, is
better adapted, not only to take thefe animals, but alfo to
to prevent their efcape after they are canght.

WHEN it ftands ere&@, the Spoon bill is about a yard
in height; the body i is fmall ; but it is the length of tha
legs and neck which give it this ftature.

Fis Tus
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Tauz Spoon-bill of America is of a beautifyl rofesco-
lour, or a delightful crimfon. Beauty of plumage feems

to be the prerogative of all the birds of that continent.

A eirp fo oddly fafhioned as the Spoan-bill, might be
expeéed to pofiefs fome very peculiar appetites 3 but it
feems to lead a life entirely refembling all thofe of the
Crane kind. _In Europe it breeds in high trees, in com-
pany with the Heron, . anlc_l in a neft formed of the fame
materials : it lays four or five eggs, which are white, pow-

.dered with a few pale fpots.

TrE
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’I HIS bird'is arother inftance' of the care ‘of the Crea-
tor, id providing fir every Cresture accoiing to thein
refpe@ive neceflities:  Thus we fee the Flamingo, whiche

lives about the thallow fhores'of the feay- and the moudhs:
of rivers, provided with a moft uncommon iength oft
neck and legs; the laster of which ‘are fo long, that,
wiieh'willking in the water, it appears as if {wimmirg ;

Té and
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and the head, which is almoft conftantly under water, in
{earch of food, makes the bird feem no larger than a
Goofe, the body being then only perceptible. But how
great is the altonithmentof the fpe&ator, when, on coming
out of the water, it prefents itfelf, in height of legs and
neck, like an Oftrich! Its height is not only fuperior to
that of any other bird, but its beauty is fearcely to be
equalled. The body is fiiow-white ; the wings are of {o
bright a fcarlet, as to dazzle the fight ; and the long fea-
thers are of the deepeft black: the beak is blue, except
at the tip, which is black, and fo fingular in Thape, as to
appear broken : the legs and thighs, which are not much
thicker thana man’s finger, are abouttwo fect eight inches
in length; and the neck nearly three feet more ; the toes
are webhed, like thofe of the Duck, which enables it to
{wim for the prefervation of its life, which would be other-
wife fometimes in danger, by the fudden rife of wind and
water, while ftanding to a great depth, in fearch of prey,
by carrying it out to fea, where it might perifh for want of
Subfiftence. ;

A pisH
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A pisu of Flamingos® tongues, Dampier fays, is a
Feaft for an.Emperor.

Framincos always go in flocks, and are formed in vaft
numbers in Canada., Their nefts are formed of ‘mud, re-
fembling very much our chimney pots. When the female
lays her eggs, fhe fits aﬁnde the ne{’c, with her legs hang-
ing in the water. -8

¢ Tuost who admire,”” fays a learned writer, ¢¢ the
¢¢ wonderful means by which the God of Nature has
¢¢ contrived, that thofe animals, which He has_endued
¢¢ with a lefler principle than reafon, fhould provide them-
¢ felves with food, and fecure their exiftence, during a
¢¢ life in which thgy are Jiable to innumerable accidents,
“¢ would add a great deal to the meafure of their furprife,
“¢did they comprehend the variety of thofe means.”
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T AVOSETTA, ok SCOOPER,

’r HE Avofetta is diftinguifhed, from all other birds, by:
the bill, which turns up inftead of down, being about
three inches and 4 half in length, comprefled very thin,,
and of a Aexible fubftance, refembling whalebone. The
tongwe is fhorty the head, and greateft part of the body,
is black : the tail confifts of twelve white feathers; the
begs arc very long, of a finc blue, and featherlefs highen

tham
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than the knee ; the webs are dufky, and very deeply in-
dented.

NaTture has fo peculiarly formed the bill of this bird,
to enable it to fcoop out of the fand the worms and in-
feéts, on which it feeds. Tt lays gut two eggs, which
are about the fize of thofe of the Pigeon, of a white co-
lour, tinged with green, and fpotted with black.

Tuxrsk birds are frequently feen, in the winter, on
the eaftern fhores of the kingdom j in Gloucefterfhire, at
the mouth of the Severn; and fometimes on the lakes of
Shropfhire. They have a lively chirping note, and very
frequently wade in the waters.

Tue
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Tis C.U BAGE W,

THIS bird is, in length, from the top of the bill to the
end of the claws, twenty-nine inches; and the breadth,
between the extreme poists of the wings, when extended,
is three feet four inches: the bill, which is nearly fix

inches long, is narrow, a little crooked, and of a dark

brown colour; the legs are long, bare, and of a dufky
blue,




B R R I e 4%

blue, with a thick membrane meeting at the firft joint,

and marked with irregular brown fpots. ~ -

“

Tais bird is of a. g;eydhcolour, and tbe .q.tﬂx very
rank and fithy, notmthﬁandmg the Engln‘h proverb in
its favour. They frequent our coafts in large flocks, in in
the winter time, walking oa the fands, in fearch of their
prey, which confifts of crabs, and other marine infeéts.
In the fummer, they retire to the mountainous parts of
the country, where :they pair and breed.

Tax Lefler Curlew, -called, aifp, the Wimbrel, greatly
refembles this bird ; the chief difference being in the fizey
this weighing only twelve ounces, whereas ths othex
weighs twenty-feven ounces.

veod okt




o o

e

246, NATUKAL HISTORY,

Of WATER FOWL in general.

THE principal diftin€ion between Land and Water
Fowl, is, that the toes of the latter are webbed for fwim-
wming. Thofe who obferve the feet or toes of a Duck,
will eafily conceive how admirably they are formed to
move in that watery elemznt, to which they are mofily
deftined. What Man performs by art, when he clofes
his fingers in {wimming, the Water Fowl ‘is fupplied by
Nature to perform. The toes are fo contr'ved, that, as
they ftrike backward, the broadeft hollow furfice beats
the water ; -but, as they draw them in again, their front
furface contrats, fo as not to impede their progreflive
motion.

Tue legs of the Water Fowl are generally 'very thort,
wh'ch caifes them to walk with much difficulty ; they,
therefore, feldom breed far from the fides of waters,
where they ufually refort.

THosE
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Trossof this Clafs, which have long legs, are ranked
among. the mﬁhd% fuch as the Flamingo, Avofetta,
&c. which," Mﬂlﬁr feet are webbed for fwimming,
they feldom make 6l of for that purpofe 3 a proof that “
their webbed feet are given them for the purpofe of pre- »
venting their finking in the muddy fhores, whu;h they 4
frequent in fearch of their preys ESNg e

W fhall felec¥ a"few of thofe. moff worthy. the notice
of our veaders, taking the Pelican as the fist ﬁrbj!&‘of
defeription.

3 Roites bR
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Traz P ELITCAN.

TRAVELLERSI and. thofe who are fond of the mar-
vellous, have related firange things of this bird, which
have been credulouﬂy received by others, and drawn into
example 5 efpecnally the tales they have told refpeéting
the bird’s remarkable regard for its young. Separate from
fable, there is fufficient in the Pelican to attraét our moft

ferious notice, and to claim our beft refletions.
THE
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Tue beak of the Pelican is peculiar and uncommon,
as we fhall foon thew: for the reft, it is in almoft all re-
fpeéts like a fwan ; the body is as large, the neck is
nearly as long; the legs are as fhort as in that bird, and

the feet are black, very broad, and webbed in the fame
manner, The bird is alfo throughout of a whitifh colour,
though not of the pure white of the fwan, except that the
tips of fome of the feathers near the beak and wings are

black. The bird is fo buliky and unwieldy, that itis fit
only for the waters, though its feet being not placed fo
backward as in the fwan, and fome others, it walks bet-
ter, Its note is very loud and ftrange for abird: its
voice, fay fome, refembles the braying of an afs; while
others rejoin, that there requires fome fancy to make out

the refemblance. Bochart remarks, that as the Plalmift

in Pfal. cii. 6. compares himfelf to two birds, with refpeét

to-his moaning and lamentation, there muft be fomething,

querulous and lamentable in the notes of thefe birds: and
the Pelican, adds this great man, is a bird of horrid voice,
which very much refembles the -Jamentation of a man
grievoufly complaining, ¢¢ By reafon of the voice of

ny
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my groaning—my bones, &c. Iam like a Pelican of
the wilderneis: I' am Jike an owl of the defert.” :

‘ Thue beak of the Pelican is very large and long: it is
1; above a foot in length, and of the thicknefs of a child’s
{ arm at the bottom: the colour is biuifh and yellowifh,
and the point is very fharp. The upper chap of it is
formed as in all other biids; but the lower is uslike
every thing in' mature: it §s not compofed of one folid
piece, as in all other birdsj but is raade of two long and
flat ribs, with a tough membrane conneed to one and to
the other: this is alfo extended to the throat, and is not
tight, but very broad and loofe, fo that it can contain a
vaft quantity of any kind of provifion.

Thars bird frequents the waters both freflt and falt, and'
feeds voracioufly on fiflies and’ water infeéts: but thought
it frequents thofe places, its favourite refiderice is in re=

mote uncultivated forells and wildernefles, witere it can

rémain quite undifturbed ¢ its ‘Wingy are long, and it eafily
fhies backward and forward.: In thefe places itbuilds, ands
there it breeds up its youngy fo that the Pelican of the

wildernefd,

B ) - 8 S 4 ot T
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wwildernefs or defert, is no improper phrafe : though fome
Imall dabblers in ratural knowledge have thought fo, and
on that account obje€ted to the facred Seriptures, Now
the Pelican is to carry food for a numerous brood, as ra-
venous as herfelf, to thefe remote places: and this va#
‘bag which nature hath given her at the throat, is the con-
trivance for the carrying of it. Who can refufe to fee in
this the wifdom and goodnefs of the all-wife Creator! In
ithis bag fhe ftores what fhe has caught, and flying away
to the diftant place of her refidence, this anxious and
Jaborious parent feeds her young from that repofitory. If
dome perfon in early time, quite unacquainted with the
hiftory of the bird, faw her alight in the midtt of a
defert, among a brood of ravenous young ones, and feed
them from this bag, it would not be unnatural for him to

fuppofe, however firange the thing muft be in itfelf,

that it was with her own blood fhe fed them. Thus
arofe, from a mift:ke, the ftory of this wonder, which
faithful ignorance has piopagited through fo many ages,
and which meralifts and poets have from the earlieft times
drawn into an emblem of paternal affe&tion. Though
eriainly, without any reference to things falfe and mar-
vellous,

i




‘\J

1 152 NATURAL HISTORY.

vellous, there is fufficient inftrution for parents, from
the labour, diligence, and amazing ftorge which God hath

>

planted in this Pelican of the wildernefs!

Ix the year 17435, there was a Pelican fhewn in Lon-
don, brought by Captain Pelly from the Cape of Good
Hope, where they are larger than any whére elfe; and of
which T ﬁnd the following account in Edwards’s Hiftory
of Birds.” ¢ From the point of the bill 'to the angle of
‘the mouthis twenty inches of our Englith meafure, which
“is fix inches ‘more than ‘any natural hiftorian has' found

it: the Academy of Paris having meafured one which wus

about fourteen inches, Paris meafure, ¥ fuppofe ;5 and our
countryman Willoughby meafured one, broaght from Rufita,
which he makes fcurteeninches Englifire T thought'it fome-
thing incredible in Willoughby’s defeription, that a man
flionld put his head into the pouch under the bill, till T faw it
performed in this bird by its Eecpcr, and I am furea fe-
cond man’s head might have been put in with it at the
fime time.” He alfo obferves, that the fkin round the
eye is ‘bare of feathers, and the pouch, when dry, ap=
p‘m of the confilende and colour of a blown dry ox’s

g bladdet,,
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bladder, having fibres running its whole length, aad
blood-vefiels croffing them, and proceeding from the fides
of the lower part of the bill, which opens into this pouch
its whole length. ~Some writers fay, it lives to fixty or
feventy years, and inhabits the greateft part of the old
world, being found in many climates both north and fouth,
as well as the intermediate latitudes., '

FaTuer Morolla, in his voyage to Congo, informs us,
that in his journey to Singa, he obferved certain large
_white birds, with long beaks, necks and feet, which,
whenever they heard the leaft found of an inftrument,
began immediately to dance and leap about the rivers,

where they always refide, and of which they are great

lovers: this, he faid, he took a great pleafure. to contem-
plate, and continued often upon the banks of the rivers to
cbferve.

LeT the atheift then, who doubts or difbelieves the
being of God, or the creation of this world by omnipo-
tent wifdom, let him only turn his eyes upon this ex-

traordmary bird, and afkk his own heart, whether he. can;

really
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really believe fuch a creature the work of chance! Let’
the parent contemplute the Pelican, and, from its admi-

rable regard to its young, ‘and the furprifing provifion

- made by Providence for their fupport, learn the power and

\ the excellence of parental forge ; and blufh to be exceeded-
by an irsational creature! And from the view, let the

12 Chriftian learn dependence upon his Ged, who, having fo
wifely and wonderfully provided for the nourifhment and

prefervation of the animal world, will undoubtedly take

due care of their temporal as well as eternal welfare, who'
with the humility, cheerfulnefs, love, and fubmiffion of”
children, fubmit themfelves to the will of their Father and.
God.

Tue flefh of this bird however fmells very rancid, and
taftes worfe than it fmells. - ‘The native Americans Kill
vaft numbess: not to eat, for they are not even fit for the'

' banquet of a favage 5 but to convert their large bags into
putfes and tobacco-pouches.  They alfo dyéfs the ficin with
falt and afhes, rubbing it well with oil, and then forming
it to their purpofe. It thus becomes fo foft and pliant,
that the Spanifh women fometimes adorn it with gold; and.
convere it into workbags. TrE

Rl s § ik S
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Tie FULMAR.

T HIS birdis found in the ifland of St Kilda, where
it fupplies the inhabitants with oil for their lamps, down
for their beds, a balfam for their wounds, a delicacy for
their tables, and a medicine for their difeafes. It like-
wife denates a change of wind.

Taui1s
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Tais bird is larger than the common Gull; the bill is
very ftrong, yellow, and hooked at the end. Inftead of
2 black toe, it has a kind of ftraight fpan. 1t feeds on
the blubber of fat Whales, and on forrel. It will leap
and prey on a newly caught Whale, even while alive;
and.is fo_voracious, as to eat until itis obliged, through

/

repletion; to difgorge its food. -
i > e

PRk e ?

.WA::;AL'gisléi'e f;!fqﬁlﬁﬁiy‘éiﬁovéxéﬂ by means of thefe

birds, which colleét together in valt numbess, and follow

them, in hopes of prey, as Sharks follow fhips that have
diseafe on board, with the fame expe&ation. The blub-
ber on which they feed is what furnithes them with the
il above mentioned. They feem, thetefore, as if crea-
ted for the purpofe of fupplying the inhabitants of that
part of the globe with a commodity fo effential to light
them in thofe regions, which could not otherwife: be

* cheered from the wintry gloom..

Tne
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Tie WATER-RAIL.

THE body. of this bird is long and flender, with fhort
concave wings. \, It is lefs fond of flying than running 3
which it does very fwiftly along the edges of brooks co-
vered with buthes; and, asit runs, frequently 'flires up
its tail : in flying it hangs down its legs.

ITs weight is four ounces and a half, The length of this
bird to the end of the tail is twelve'_i);chés 5 the breadth
fixteen inches, and the weight four ounces, The bill is
{lender, {I'ghtly incurvated, and one ineh three quarters
in length ; the upper chap is black, edged with réd} the
lower, orange-coloured; and the irides red : the head, the
hind-part 6f the neck, the back, and coverts of the wings
and tail, are black, edged with an olive-brown ; the bafe
of the wing is white 5. the throat, breaft, and belly, are
ath-coloured ; the fides under the wings are finely varjed
with black and white bars. The tail, which is very fhort,
confifts of twelve black feathers 5 and the ends of the two
~ middle ones are tipt with ruft-colour. The legs are of a
dufky fleth-colour, placgd far behing; ;Thﬁ tjaé&;iare:vv:ry
i Tur
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Tueg GULL anp PETREL

01" thefe birds, the larger fort are moft fhy, and live
at the greateft diftance, while the fmaller fort refide where-
ever they can take their prey. They are principally dif-

tinguifhed by an angular knob on the lower chap of the

bill, which the Petrels have not. The Sea Swallowy

which is alfo of this fpecies, has a firaight, flender, fharp-

-pointed bill. ~In their abodes and appetites, however,
they
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they all agree, hovering over rivers, and preying on the
fialler fith, as well as following the ploughman into the
fallow fields, to pick up infes. . ‘When they can find
no other fubfiftence, they will féed éﬂ"ta'rion. They
are to be found in the greateft abwnidance on our boldeft
rocky fhores, whete ﬁy find a retreat for their young, in
the cavities m which thofe rocks dbound.  Like all
birds of the K&pmmﬂ?y the Gull lays biit fow eggs.
Irbuildsits met, of long grafs and fex weeds, on the ledges
of rocks.  The fiéfls of this fpecies of Birds, is black and
firingy, and generally of fifhy tafle; but that of the Gull
is fomething better.  Of thefe, the poor inhabitants make
their fcanty and wretched meals, Strangers to almoft any.
other food, falted Gull proves to them the greateft dainty..
Thus we perceive, that neceflity can even create a com-.
fort, by giving 4 felith to the codrfeft diet.
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Tu g TAME DUCK.

THIS 1s the moft eafily reared of all our domeftic birds,
young léad'mg them direély to
even when hatched by a
they feek the warter,

the very inftin& of the~
their favourite element; nays
Hen, which fometimes happens,

contrary to every admonition of the fofter-parents
Or

e, 2
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OF the Tame Duck, there are no lefs than ten diffe.
Tent varieties ; but Briffon reckons upwards of twenty
forts of the Wild Duck, The common fpecies of Tame
Duck take theijr origin from the Mallard,

Ducks require very little charge in keeping, living
chiefly on loft corn, fnails, &c. for which reafon they are
very ufeful in gardens, When they fit, they require no
attendance, except fprinkling a Tittle barley, or refufe
corn near them, which will prevent their firaying.

Or the Duck fpecies, there are alfy the Eider, Wild,
Velvet, Tufted, Pin -tail, Grey-headed, White-bellied,
Barbary, Madagafcar, and Bahama Ducks,

Vo, I, o= 3 Tre
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¢ 2 Tre WILD DUCK.

e 4 11 galss ot
§ THE & fference between Wild Ducks, arifes principally

i from their fize, and’ the ndture of the place they feed in.

Sea Ducks, which 'fi-equenteﬁng;falég‘m.ta, and often dive;

have a broad bill ‘pointing upwatds, alarge hind-toeyand -

2 long blunt fail. - Pond Ducks have a firaight and narrow

bill, a fmall ind toey'and a (harp-pointed train. - Qur de--
coy-men give the former the appellation of foreign Ducks; ;
the latter are fuppofed to be natives of England. -

o

Avr the varieties of Wild Ducks live in-the manner of
our domeftic Ducks, keeping together in flocks in the

by the water-fide, and iéading them  to their food as foon
as they. ‘efcape the fhell. © They ufually build their nefts
among heathor rufhes; atnogreat diffance from the waterj
Eiap ; and lay twelve, fourteenyor more p'ggs, before they fits
e But, though this is*thar general mc}hcd, their dangerous

.
s
F gl winter, and flying in pairsin fummer, rearing their young
i
‘

ftuation on the ground fometimes obliges them to change
o 11 their
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their manner of living ; and thejr aukward riefts are fre..
quently feen exalted on the tops of trees.. This muft be.
attended with great difficulty, as the bill of a Duck is
but ill-formed for bquing a neft, or furniﬂling it vnthr
fuch materials as to give it fufficient flability to fland the
weather.  The neft thys elevated generally confifts of
long igrafs, mixed with heath, and lined with the bird’s
own feathers. " Bu, in Proportion as the climate is colder,
the neft is more artificially made, and has a warmer lining,
In the Ardic iegions, all the birds of this kind take incres
dible pains to.protet their eggs from the weather, The
Gull and the Penguin tribe feem to difregard the moft
intenfe cold in thofe regions 5 but the Duck. ’form,s itfelfa
hole to.lay in, fhelters the approach, lines it with 2 layer
of grafs and clay, another of mofs within that, and then a
warm coat of down or feathers.

* As thefe birds poflefs the faculties of flying and fwim.
ming, they are principally birds of pailage, and probably
perform’ their journies acrofs the ocean as well on the
Water as in the air. Thofe which vifie this country on
the. approach of winter,. are neither fo fat nor fo well

- - Ga tafted

-
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tafted as thofe that remain with us the whole year: theif
flefh is often lean, and generally fifhy. This flavour it
has perhaps contratted in the journey 3 their food in the
Jakes of Lapland, from whence they defcend, being gene-
rally of the infeét kind.

WaEN they arrive among us, they fly about in flocks
s fearch of a proper refidence for the winter. In the
choice of this they have two objets in view; to be mear
their food, though remote from interruption, They prefer
4 lake in the neighbourhood of a marfh, where there is
alfo a cover of woods, and where infeés are the moft
plehtiful. Lakes which have a marfh on one fide, and a
wood on the other, generally abound with wild fowl.

e Wirp Ducks, when flying in the air, are often lured

P down from their heights by the loud voice of the Mallard
from below ¢ all the firagglers attend to this call 3 and, in
the courfe of ten or fifteen days, 2 lake that was quite
naked before, becomes. black with water-fowl; they ha-
ving deferted their Lapland retreats, to vifit thefe Ducks,
which refide continually among us.

oot THEY
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Tuev ufudlly make choice of that part of the Iake,
where they are inacceflible t the approach of the fowler,
in which theyall appear huddled together, and are extremely
loud and bufy. Where ‘they fit and cabal thus, these s no
food for them, as they generally choofe the middle of the
lake ; and what can employ them all the day, it is rot eafy
to conjecture. They frequently go off privately by night
to feed in the adjacent meadows and ditches, which they
are afraid to approach by day. In thefe noGurnal advenw
tures they are often taken 3 for, though timorous, they
are eafily deceived, and many of them' are caught in
fpringes.  The greateft quantities, however, are taken
in decoys, which are well known in the neighbourhood of
London, though very little ufed in the remoter parts of
the country. : :

THE general feafon for catching fowl in decoys is from
the latter end of O&ober to the beginning of February,
By an a& of George the Second, a penalty of five fhil-
lings is incurred for every bird deftroyed at any other fea-
fon.

G 3 TrE
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Tue decoys in Lincolnthire are ufually let at a certain
anmual rent, from five pounds to thirty poundsa year.
By thefe the markets of London are principally fupplied
with wild fowl. Upwards of thirty thoufand of Ducks,
‘ ‘Wigeon, and Teal, have been fent up in one feafon, from
F ten decoys in the neighbourhood of Wainfleet..
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BIRDS of the PARROT KIND. .

TH E Parrot is the beft known ambng us of all foreign

birds, as ig unites the greateft béauty with the greateft do-
cility,

THE eafe with which this bird is taught to fpeak is fur. .

prifing. A Parrot, belonging to a diftiller, who had fuf-

, fered pretty largely in his circum&agrces from an informer
who  Tived' oppofit him, ‘was taught' t6" pronotrice the
ninth commandment, Thou alt not besr falfe @?)my? againft
1hy neighbour, with a very clear, loud, articulate voice,
The bird was generally placed in jts cage over ﬁéain«ﬁ’ the
informer’s houfe, and delighted the wlo'e neighbourhood
with its perfevering exhortations, b3

Tue Parrot, though common enou,
not, however, breed here,
its warm conflitution ; and ¢

gh in Europe, will
The climate is too cold for
hough it bears our winter
when arrived at miturity, yet it always feems fenfible of

G 4 ite
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( its rigour, and lofes both its fpirit and appetite during the
;> colder part of the feafon.

'v Tais fagacity, which Parrots fhew in-a domeftic ftatey
?” feems alfo natural to them in their native refidence among
t\ the woods. They live together in flocks, and mutually
' 2ffift each other againft other animals, either by their cou-

rage or their notes of warning. They generally breed in

bollow trees, where they make a round hole, and do not

fine their neft within.

Tury lay two or three eggs; and probably the fmaller
kind may lay more 5 for itis a rule that generally holds
through nature, that the fmalleft animals are always the

moft prolific,
LatHAM enumerates neara hundred and fifty different
fpecies of this bird.

Tex




Tue MACCAW.

T HE Maccaw is the largeft fpecies of the Parrot kind,
fome being as large as a Capon; the common Parrot holds
the middle rank ; and the Lawrey 2nc'l._ilx£ \P@roqueets are
the fmalleft, fome of them not exceeding the fize of a com-
mon fparrow,

(e 2] THe
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Tae Cock Maccaw’s head, neck, breaft, belly, and
under part of the tail are a fine fecarlet, as are alfo fome
of the covert feathers of the wings ; the back, reft of the
wings, and upper part of the tail, are of a rich blue.
T he beak is of a light afh colour, the upper mandible
tipt with black: the Legs and feet are of a dark afh
colour.” . O - e

The Hen Maccaw from Jamaica, and other parts of the
Weft Indies, is in length, from the tip of its bill to'the
end of the tail, thirty inches ; the body eguals that of a
well-fed Capon ; the bill hooked, and in that meafure
that it makes dn exaét femicircle, a full palm long; the
top of the head,. the neck, back, wings, and upper fide of
the tail, of a very pleafant blue or azure colour; the
throat, breaft, belly,. thighs,/rump, and: fail, underneath,
all of a faffron colour, The tall is about elghteen lnohes
iong§ the legs very fhott, thick, and of a dufky or datk
colour § as are alfo the feet; the toes long, ‘armed with
great, crooked, Biek talons. It differs from the cocky
which is of a beautiful fearlet and blue ‘colour. “Thefe
Mascaws ate the largeft of all the Parrot kindy” and beat®
a good

& - > 3l
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a:good price, being commonly fold for ten guineas, ‘This

bird feems to be the fame with that Aldrovandus calls '

the greateft Blue and Yellow Maccow : and likewife the

Maccaw called Ararauna by the Brafilians, defcribed by '

Marggravius,

Tre LAWREY.

I S the moft beautiful bird of all the Parrot kind s the top
of its head is of a fine purple 5 the wings of a curious
‘green, as are alfo the thighs ; it has 2 half circle of bright

yellow under the throat 5 the neck, back, belly and ltail,f
are of a lovely fearlet 5 the legs of a lead.colour; and the -

tip of the tail black, The Lawrey is as big as the large
Common Parrot, . g

Tue YELLOW LAWREY, oz PAROQUEET.

I S of the bignefs of 2 Lark ; hath a very hooked bill,
of a grey colour its legs and feet are of an afh colour 3
it hath a very long tail, reaching about ten inches beyond
the ends of the wings; both the belly underneath, and alfo

G 6 the
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the head, neck, and back above, are of a beautiful reddifh

colour 3 but the breaft and lower feathers of the tale are of
a pale rofe colour, which tail-feathers end in: a lovely blue,.
or colour mingled of white and green. ‘The wings are

chiefly green, but interwoven with red feathers, the one

half whereof is fo variegated on each fide with yellow and

wofe colour, that expofed to. the fun it reprefents a thou-

fand varieties of ﬂumng éc;lo;xrs; and can hardly be exprefled

by a painter; fo that this bird deferves to be highly pri-
zed by great perfons. . Thefe Paroqueets are brought from.
the Eait Indies, &c. and are found chiefly in the midland
Countries. They rooft and build on the higheft trees 3
they fly in companies, and with. great noife, as doth:the
whole: tribe of Parrots: they alfo. learn to pronounce fome
words, if they be kept tame.
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Tuzr GREEN PAROQUEET.

T HE top of the head and the throat of the fmall
Green Paroqueet are red 5 as is likewife part of the tail 5
the pinions of the wings and rump bluith, all the reft of
the feathers of this bird of a deep green ; the bill hooked,
and of a pale yellowifh colowr,

Tre
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TrE oA CORLN &

’rHOUGH this able centinel is laft in our defeription
of birds, before we treat of the little engaging Englifly
Warblers, it is not the leaft worihy the young Naturalift’s
admiration.  The Jacana is found.in moft of the tropical
climates, but is mc® coramon in South America. It is
remarkable for the length of its toes, and for the wii:gs be-
ing armed with fharp fpurs.  There are about ten fpecies,

; differing
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differing in fize from that of a common fowl to that ofa
Water-rail. ‘They vary alfo in their plamage, fome being
brown, fome black, and fomé variable. The faithful
Jacana is'a moft ufeful bird at Carthagena in South Ame-
rica. The natives, who'keep poultry in great numbers,
have one of thefe tame, who attends the flock as a fhep-
herd, to defend them from birds of prey. Though not
larger than a dunghill cock, the Jacana is able, by means
of the fpurs on his .wings, to keép ‘off Birds as large as
the Carrion Vulture; and even that bird Kimfelf; and it
never deferts its charge, but affiduoufly takes care to bring
the whole flock home fafe at night. It feeds on vegeta-
bles, and cannot run but by the help of its wings.

Tazr




B I R DS 177

SINGING BIRDS

THE pen of the moralift cannot be better employed than
in recommending this beautiful and entertaining tribe of
the feathered race, to the, proteétion of the fairer fex.
How pleafing the plumage of fome ! how delightful the
notes of others | While we behold theit variegated tints wish
admiration, and liften in raptures to their melody, a com-
paffionate fenfation is naturally awakened in the fufcepti-
ble mind, and a wifh excited to make fome return for
the fatisfation we receive from them. And as this can
only be done by an attention to their little wants, the hand
of pity thould be held out to them through every ftage of
their exiftence, and every means ufed to lighten their cap-
tivity !

To whom does this pleafing tafk fo peculiarly belong as
to the faireft part of the creation ! Their hearts, more fuf-
ceptible of the tender impulfe than that of man, whofe
duty calls him to the hardier cares of life, are better fitted
for the benevolent purpofe, and enter more readily into

an attachment of this nature than he cans
. Wrar
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WaaT pleafure does- it not afford to ‘rear the callow
nurfling from its neft ; to (.:l\loofe for it the ficteft food 5
to fetch it water from the pureft fpring; and provide
for it the downy bed! To'visw its increafing growth; to
mark the brightening fhades of its'diftending feathers ; to
‘hear the firft eflays of its; infant throat; and to watch
every progreflive improvement till it arrives at a flate of
maturity, and is able: 6 feward us with a' fong, is an em-
—pioymenm once pleaﬁng Mhmw:e. fan 7
- A1 ik &

" We wou}d therefore. he‘re, zmbm‘ce the lopportunity of
recommending an jttention. to this valuable clafs of the te-
nants of the woods to our fair countrywomen, . efpecially to
our young readers; afluring them that they will not only
render themfelves beloved and refpeéted by fuch an exertion
of their compaflion, but will receive that heartfe ¢ gratis
fication, wmch refults ﬁom the penormmce of every hu-
mme a&um, 2

¥
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Tune BLACKBIRD.

EVERY part of England is delighted with the harmo-
nious notes of the Blackbird ; it is undoubtedly a native

- of this Ifland, and is accounted the largeft Song-bird found
therein.

TuE cock is generally the blackeft while young, and
the circle about its eye is yellow, and his bill ‘is black 3
not
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not turning perfe@ly yellow, till he isa year old. The
bill of amold cock is of a deep yellow ; and his feathers,
which were at firft of a dark ruflet, or brown, with
afh-coloured bellies, turn coal-black.

Tue hen s diffinguithed principally by having the tip
and upper part of her bill black, the reft of it and her
mouth being yellow, like the cock’s.

Trurs bird is remarkable for its early going to neft,
which is before the trees fhoot their leaves, or the froft is
gone; for the Blackbird has young ones generally by the
middle of March.

Tre neft is built with much art; out of mofs, flender

twigs, :bents; ‘and. fibres iof ‘roots, all wvery firongly knit

- and-cemented: together: on both: fides with clay, with a

- lining made of ‘fmall firaws, bents; hairy or any foft mat-
ter that the bird can pick up. Its cavity generally mea-

fures two inches and an half in depth, of an oblong figure,

* being at top about four inches diameter one way, and five

the gther 3 fo that it is-eafily difcovered; efpecially as it

= is
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15 generally expofed in a hedge near the ground, and fo
early, before the bufhes are clothed with leaves.

Tue bird itfelf meafures eleven inches from the tip of -

the bill to the end of the tail ; the bill being one inch,
and the tail four inches long j and fhe lays either four oz
five eggs, of a bluith green colour, full of dufky fpots.

TuE young ones may be takert at ten days ; and if kept
clean in their nefts, and well fed with any lean frefh meat

(every two hours or thereabout) minced very fine with .

bread, a little moift, they will thrive. - When they grow
too big for the neft, or it grows foul, put them into a
cage or bafket upon clean ftraw; and when able to feed
themfelves, feparate them and feed them with any fort of
freth meat, raw or drefled, provided it be neither ftale nor
four, fetting them water when fuily grown, to wafh and
prune their feathers.

TH1s bird anfwers beft when brought up from the neft 3
the old ones; if caught; being unwilling to be tamed,
£
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&s it is a folitary bird, and ufed in the fields to feed upon
berries and infeéts.

TuE cock brought up in a cage ‘whiftles and fings 411
the fpring and {ummer-feafon, in a very pleafant natural
note, and when taught will whiftle and play a tune to a
pipe with great exaétnefs.

: Tug
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Tre. THREUSH on THROSTLE.:

THE Thruth, commonly called the Throftle - bevorid
Trent, and by others diftinguithed from other birds of the
.Thruth kind, by the name'of the Song-Thruthy is a cu-
rious bird, both forthe great variety of its' notes, and for
finging nine months in the year,

Tuis bird builds in weods and orchards, and fometimes
in a thick hedgey near the ground, - Its neft is-comnpacted
- of
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of fine foft green mofs, interwoven with dead grafs, hays
&c. without ; and curioufly plaiftered with cow-dung only,
within ; meafuring'twoinches and a half in depth in the
holtow, and four inches at the top of the infide diameter,
She lays five or fix eggs of a'bluith green, with fmall black
fpotsat the big end, upon the bare plaifter of cow dungj
whichare generally hatdml about the tenth of April,

THE young ones are to l%e taken at about twelve days
old, or fooner in mild, open weather. Keep them warm
and clean, feed them every‘twohours in the day with a
mixture of raw meat cut fmall, bread a little moift, and
bruifed hemp-feed. Take their dung away every .time
they are fed, and in general keep them neat, clean and
warm ; fo that if their neft grows foul, remove them into
a bafket of clean firaw ; and when they are well feathered,
put them into a large cage with two or three perches in it,
and with dry mofsor firaw at the bottom.

WaeN grown up, feed them with any kind of freth fleth
meat, raw, boiled, or roafted, mixed with bread ; this agrees

with them beft; but they may be brought to live entirely
on
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on bread and hemp-feed. They muft have a pan of frefh
water twice a week to wath themfelves, or they will not
thrive, and will have the cramp. When this happens, put
fern or clean ftraw at the bottom of the cage ; feed them
with Nightingale’s meat at“ﬁmy lie, and turn up the fern
or ftraw, when you feed them. ReEy

Tre colour and fhape of the cock and hen are fo alike,
that it is difficult to difcover the fex by thofe external
snarks : only in this as well as in all other birds, we muft
obferve, that the cock’s feathers excel the hen’s in beauty,
fleekne(s, and brightnefs ; but the fureft diftinction is that
fine fong, which the cock fends forth from his perchy
efpecially after moulting,

Tre lengthof a full grown bird is nine inches, in-
cluding a tail three inches and a half long, and a bill one
inch. The tail and bill always lic out of the neft when
the hen fits.

Ir this bird be taken ill, treat him as you do a Black-
bird, 3

>

Tre
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SR ST BRERC B R B

THE Starling is not reckoned amongft fong-birds for
its natural notes, but from its aptnefs to learn to whiftle
and pipe either from infiruments or birds. It s alfo capa-

ble of being taught to fpeak as well as nioft Parrots, ‘and to
crow like a dunghill-cock.

Tris
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T1s bird frequents towers, old ruins, pidgeon-houfes,
and other out-houfes, and trees, in all which places we
find their nefts. She lays four or five eggs; lightly tinc-
tured with a greenifh blue, and are hatched about the mid=
dle of May.

TuE young birds may be taken at ten days old, but
muft be kept very clean and warm, and fed as dire@ed for
the Blackbird, Every time you feed, or take them in
hand, talk, whiftle or pipe to them, what you would have
them learn ; they will prefently begin to repeat your leflon ;-
without your flitting their tongue, which is of no fervice.

WarEN able to feed themfelves, put them in a large
wicker-cage, with clean ftraw or mofs at the bottom, and
fometimes a pan of clean water, big enough for them to
wafh themfelves in it, in hot weather, and feed them as
the Black-bird or the’ Wood Lark.

This bird is naturally hardy and healthful, provided he
be kept upon good meat and drink, and clean; but the
want of any of thefe requifites will fubjeét him to the

cramp
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cramp, give him fits, and bring other diforders and death
apon ‘him. 'When any of thefe difeafes feize him, his
beft remedy is a fpider or a meal-worm, two or three

times a week.

A neftling cock is known by a black fireak under his
tongue.. After moulting, he is diftinguifhed by the beauty
of his colours, by acaft of green, red, purple, &c. on his
breaft ; a pale yellow bill; the blug and purple glofs on
hisblack feathered body 3 tipped with yellow on his head
and neck, and with white on his belly, &c. all which fpots
and colours are brghter than thofe of the hen.

WaEn full grown, this bird is nine inches long, inclu-

ding a tail of three inches, and a bill one inch-and a quar~
ter.

THE




Tue SKVYLARK.

THIS Sky-Lark is ftout and lavith in fong, fo as to be
accounted too loud and harfhi It is alfe long lived and
healthy, living fiftcen or twenty years, with proper care $
and finging all that time, at leaft eight months in the
year. He is o apt to take the notes of all birds, that
be is a perfe& mocking-bird; therefore to prevent his

rambling in his fong, you muft bring him up from the
neft under fome fine Song-Lark, AR
: THis
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TH1s bird puts up with very ordinary conveniencies for
aneft, which is made of a few bents, or fuch like mate-
rials, depofited in a hole or fmall cleft of the earth, ina
corn-field, in pafture-ground,. or'in marfhes and amongf
heath, &c. She lays four or five earth-coloured eggs, fuil
of brownith eggs. Fomnt

THE_ yaung‘,.q s pear in tke beginmng of May,
fomeumea»: litele boner, and muft be tnken in eight or
nine days. . If they have been difturbed, or it _happens to
prove drippy weather, they “will quit their nefts in feven

days: for the feathers of all birds grow quickeft in wet
weather, which enables them to fiy fooner.  They breed
three or four times a year, but the firft are beft.

Lavy themon clean hay in a little balket, well covered
and tied clofe, and feed them once in two hours, in the:
day time, with white bread and milk boiled thick as a
poultice, mixed with about a third part of rape-feed foaked,
boiled and well bruifed; or with fheep’s-heart or other-
frefh meat, minced very fine, giving five or fix bits to.

each bird, and keep them yery clean.
In
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"IN a weelk’s time they’ will be #i¢ foracage', Wwhich
muft be: large, ‘and ot Jefd thah 4 Foo fquare, ‘and its*
bottom covered wi thifhort hay frefl every day. | ‘Now-their:
food muft be, a ‘hard egg' ‘greteed ‘or ‘chopped- very ‘fine,"
an-equal quantity of hemp=feed bruifed, and- a little bread
grated amongft it. © When they grow fronger and are able"
to crack the feed, give it whole; with a few crumbs of "
bread amongft it, and " treat them fometimes with a little
of the freth meat. Inftead of hay, fift fige dry gravel on
the bottom of the cage, frefh every fecond day ;! and give |
them a turf of three-léayed grafs: twice ‘a week to perch
upon.

ArTer they haye moulted, you ﬁeé‘fdl ;ojﬂy'g”e\ ,"thé:m).
egg, bread, and whole hemp-feed, c'veryotﬁcr tfaj,aﬁd 37
freth turf once a week. Should h'e~dfoo‘;>., fcour, or have
doofe dung, grate a fmall matter of old cheefe in his meat,
or give him three or four wood-lice a day, or a fpider or
two; and tinge his water with 2 blade of faftron, or a flice
of ftick liquorice. 5 ;

Tax
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Tuz cock and hen are fo near alike in, their. appear-
rance, that it is- difficult to affign any real diftinguifhing
marks. Neither the copple-crown, nor the long heel,
nor. the two white feathers in the tail, can be depended
upon for a cock  bird. - The moft certain. diftin@ion is to
choofe the biggeft and longeft bodied: bird, which is always
a cock. But at about a month.old, itis eafy to difcover
the diftin@ion of the fex, by the cock’s recording his notes
low and inwardly, but very diftin€ly. In old birds the
lighteft coloured bird is always' a cocks- browner on the
back, yellower on the. throat and breaft, and whiter on
the belly. 3

Trurs bird at full growth is fix inches three quarters
long, including the tail, which is three inches, and thebill
three quarters of aminch, 3

Taz
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Tue WOOD-LARRK,

THE Wood-Lark is accounted the beft fong-bird in
this kingdom, being poflefled of the mof foft and de-
lightful notes, even to vie with the Nightingale in fing<
ing ;5 with which the Wood-Lark wil] firive both in the
€age and in the field for maftery. It fings nine months in
the year.

It is a bird very beautiful in thape and feathers, be.

ing alittle lefs a1q fhorter thin the Sky-Lark ; and the

Yor, II, H feathers
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feathers are of a pale yellow hair-colour, faintly fpotted
with black upon the breaft and belly, black and a reddifh
yellow mixed together on the back and head, with a white
Jine encircling the head, like a crown,! from eye to eye.

Tuoucn thisisa vevy&emle: bird, xt‘bmds as foon as
the Blackbird, . It-builds abﬂagmoﬂa buﬂl or hedge, or
under fome dry"turf, thalsing | lt!\ngﬂ;aut “of withered grafs,
fibrous roots, and f{uch: msxbﬁﬂﬁnd&, with only a few
horfe hairs at mmwmm, having fearce any hollow
or fides, and the bottom almoft upon 2 level with the top;
and laying four pale bloom coloured eggs, beautifully mot-
tled and clouded with red; yellow, ¢

TrE young ones are ready to ﬂy about the middle of
March, and muft not be taken till they be well feathered,

bécaufe theyare fubjeét to the cramp, and a feouring if.
bﬂ(en fooner, which commonly proves mortal., Put them
ina baﬂief upon hay, and tie them down clofe, fo that..
they may be kept clean and warm. Feed them with a

mixture of theep’s heart, or other cl,ean, raw. ﬁ»*ih meat,

boiled hard egg, hemp feed brugfed or grated), and moiftened ;

with

pas he
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with clean water. Give them five or fix fimall bits every
two hours, fo that care e taken not to load: their flo-
machs, and that their meat be always fweet, But the beft
way to take thein, is not out of the neft,, they being fo ten
der ard difficule to'rear, for they die either with cramp,
feouring, or moulting ; but when they have fled two of
three months, $

Tue cock is beft known'by its fize ang fong, for it is
the. bigget and largeft=bodied bird, and the ftrength of hiy’
fong always PUts the fex out of all doubt,

.

‘BRaxcurrs of this king are the birds' hatched in the'
Tpring; and' are tiken in June or Jolys in che manner of
Sky-Larks, by amet and a hawk. " They féquent gravels :

Pits, heath, and comuon: land, and pafture-ficids, Thefe*
birds foon take to (e cage. )

AB0vT. Michaelmas' angther flight- of them 'appears,
which are accoupted: better bivds. for ufe’; for' they being
kept well all the winter, will gratify thei benefaior with'
#nine months fong,  Thefe are catched' with' clape netse

Ha and
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and a call-bird, and a brace-bird, on high ground, and in
a cart-way, or on a fpot of earth freth turned up.

In January there may be another taking of Wood-Larks,
near a wood fide, in pafture ground, facing the rifing fun.
Thefe are both ftouter and louder than thofe taken in
September, will fing ina few days ‘after they are taken,
but do not continue their fong fo many months. They are
alfo taken with the clap net, anda call-bird, and a brace-

bird.

:
£
¢

ArTrr this feafon there fhould be none taken, becaufe
thefe birds prefently go to neft; and couple; fo that
though the cock, which has coupled with his hen and is
taken, may fing as foon as_he is caged, on account of his
rankm;fs, his fong will foon fall off.

Give this bird no turf or grafs 3 butin all other cafes,
eorder him as the Sky<Lark, Put fine red gravel often in
his cage ; and if it droops, ftrew fome mould full of ants at

the bottom of the cage, or give him tw three meal=
worms, ot hog-lice, in a day, witha little faffron or li-
quorice

| S
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quorice fometimes in his water.  Grated chalk or cheefe
among his meat or gravel, will help a loofenefs,

Iy its wild fate it feeds upon beetles, “caterpillars, and
other infe&s. Apparently fenfible of jts own melodious

it be brought up from the neft : then indeed it fometimes

H 3 Txz



Tre BULLFINCH:

TH E Bullfinch, which is known in different parts of
this ifland by the fevetal names.of Nope, Thickbill, and
Hoop, is a native of England, and takes its name with us
from its large black head. It is in great efteem both for
its beauty and finging ; for though its wild note be of the
hooping fort, having no fong of its own, both the cock

and the hen may be taught, by a pipe, or whiftle, to excel
all

n 3
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ail fmall birds ,in*ﬁfx‘ging’,,if taught when yodﬁg; and
alfo to talk, beginning with them at about fix days after
taken. % ! o x

Tirs bird builds its neft 'in an orchard, Wood, or pﬁr’ﬁ, .
where there are plenty of trees, or upon heaths, in a very'
ordinary manner and with little art, Her eggs are Blu'iﬂ):,’
with faint reddifh fpots, and one large dark: brown fpot at
the bigget end, and aré no more than four or five in num-
ber; and are feldom hatched before the end of May, or the
beginning of June; but this the hen repeats two or three
times'in a fummer, - s A ;

Do not Fnke tﬁe'y.—oung birds tm they are well fegthereg,
twelve or fourteen days old ; feed ther every two hours,
alittle at a tine, with rape-feed foaked in clean water for
eightor ten hours, then fcalded; frained and bruifed, mixed
with an equal quantity of white bread foaked in fair water,
and boiled with a Tittle milk to a thick confiftency, and
made frefh every day ; othérwife it will four and “fpoit the
birds, ——
H 4 : Waen
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WheEN theycan feed themfelves, break them by degrees,
and as foon as poflible, from thisfoft food, and ufe them to
rape and canary feed, ufing moft of the rape; as fer Linnets,
Some try them with Wood-Larks meat, and fine hemp-
feed, when ill. Do not forget.to fupply them with water
when grown up; and if they chance to droop, puta blade
of faffron into the water. :

WsEN young, the fureft way to diﬂihgnifh the eock
and hen is, when about three weeks old, to pull off a few
feathers from their breafts, and when thofe feathers fprout
again, in about ten or twelve days, the cocks fhall be of

a curious red, the hens of a palith brown.

WaEN grown up, the cock has a flatter crown, and
excels the hen in the beauty of his colours, his breaft being
of a fine fearlet or crimfon, and the feathers on his crown
and about his bill of a brighter black than thofe of the hen.
Their fize is no more than fix inches from the tip of
tfe bill to the end of the tail, of which the tail is two

snches,
THEY
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Tuey are {0 pernicious to fruit-trees, by deftroying
their tender buds, that in fome parts of England a reward
is given by the chureh-wardens for every onc ‘that is
killed.  This may be afiigned as one reafon of their fears
city; for they are certainly lefs common than moft other
finging-birds that breed among us.

Tret CANARY BIRD.

BY the name it appears that thefe birds ¢ame originally
from the Canary iflands ; but we have them only from Gers:
many, where they are bred in great numbers, and fold ints
different parts of Earope. ' When- they were fir® brought
into Europe, is not certainly known; but it js tertain
that about a century ago they were fold at very high prices,
and keptonly for the amufement of the great, They have
fince been greatly multiplied, and their price is diminithed
in proportion.

Ine its native regions, the Canary-bird is of a dufky
grey coloury and fo different from thofe ufually feen in

H Europa,
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Europe, that.doubts have arifen whether it be of the fame
fpecies. With us they have that variety of colouring
ufual in all domeftic fowls ; fome being white, others
mottled, and others beautifully fhaded with green 5 but in
this country they are more. efteemed for th.lr note than
their beauty, having a high piercing pnpe, continuing for
fome time in one breath without intermiffion, then gradu-
ally raifing it higher and higher, with infinite variety. It
is certainly orie of the Finchtxibc.

NEXT to the nghtmgale, the Canary bird is confidered
as the moft celebrated fongfter : it is alfo reared with lefs
difficulty than any of the foft- billed birds, and continues
its fong. throughout the year; confequently it is rather
the moft common in our houfes, 3

\ IN.cbooﬁn'g the Canary bird, thofe are the beft in health
that appear lively -and bold, ftanding upright upon the
perch like a fparrow- ~hawk, without being intimidated at
every thing that ftirs. In obferving him he fhould not be
approached too near, lef amotion of the hand {hould dif-
g Jitm 3 awhich, for a thort time;s- w:ll make bim appear
fprightly

&9
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fprightly and in health ; but if he is obferved at a proper
diftance, it may foon be difcovered whether it is the effect
of fear, or the nati fpirit of the bird, _If he ftands up
boldly, without cro "‘:ng or fhrmkmg his feathcrs, and his
eyes look chearful, and not drowfy, tf;ere is little doubf.

of his being a healthy bird ; but if, on the contrary, héis

apt to put his head under his wing, and ftand all of an
heap, he is certainly difordered,

In choofing a Canary bird, the melody of the fong

" fhould alfo be attended to: fome of them will open with
the notes of the nghtmgale, rupning through a variety
of that bird’s modulations,. and mtl} the fong of the Tit-

lark. Others begin like the Sky-Lark, and, by a fofc /

melodious turn, fall” mto the. notes of the Nightingale.
Thefe, however, are leflons taught the Canary bird in its

domeftic ftate ; but .its naturak note is loud, fhrili, and
. piercing. Each of thefe fongs have their admirers, but the
fecond is moft generally efteemed.

THouGH they fometimee breed all the year round, they
moft ufua'ly begin to pairin April, and to breed in June
Hé and
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and Auguft. The beft breed is faid to be produced betweesn
whe Englith and French birds, k

TrESE birds will produce with the Goldfinch and Lin-
net; and the offspring is called a mule-bird, becaufe, like
that animal, it proves barren,

Txe
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Turx GOLDFINCH.

T HE Goldfinch (by fome called Thiftlefinch, becaufe
in winter it lives on thiftle-feeds) is a native of England,
and found and efteemed every where in this ifland, both for
its finging and beauty, being the fineft feathered of all cage
birds, and fo long-lived, that Mr. Willoughby mentions
one that lived twenty-three years. It flies in flocks, and
inits wild ftate delights to feed upon feeds of thiftles, tea=
fel, hemp, dock, &c

Ir.
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IT begins to build in April, and its neft is very curious,
The outfide is made of very fine mofs, curioufly inter-
woven with other foft matter j the infide is lined with the
fineft down, wool, &c. Its fituation is generally out of
fight, and hard to come at, pretty high on the branches of
an apple tree, where the bloom and leaves intercept the
fight ; ‘though thefe nefts are fométimes found in the elder
tree, and in tho;as and hedgqs.

e
b 2 b

Tuse Goldﬁncm gg;&v&n -young ones at a time,
and that three orfour times in a fummer, which, being
tender, muft not be taken till ready almoft to ly. Their
meat muft be white bread, fodked in fair water, then ftrain-
ed and boiled in a little milk to the confiftence of haftys -
pudding, adding to it a Tiecle flour of C-anary-feed. They
muft be fed every two hours at leaft, daily, giving them
two or three fmall bits at a time, and no more, they being
very tender ; and this meat muft be frefh made every day.
In about a month begin' to break them of this meat, by
giving them a little Canary-feed, befides the foft meat 5
and when they are (oemd to feed pretty freely / upon the
[eed, keep them conﬂ:mtly to that diet.

¢k : THESE
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Taese birds are to be taken almoft'at ‘ny "feafon with

«Jime-twigs or the'clap-net. To’improve their fong, bring

.them up under the Canary-Bitd, the Wwd Lark, or any
wother fine finging-bird,

Tz cock bird, bred from the neft, will breed with a
‘hen' Canaty-bird, and produces a bird between both kinds,
partaking of the fong and colours of both, Y

Tris bird is of fo mild and gentle, or rather contented
nature, that, when taken, it will fall to its meat and drink,
and be thoroughly reconciled to its cage and company . It
is much admired when fent to the Canaries.

THE Goldfinch may,be caught todraw the water it is to
drink, and there are cages made for that purpofe ; and te
lift up the lid of a fmall box with its bill, -to get to the
meat, &c. and fix a glafs to the back of the bucket-board 3
and this beauty will fit upon his perch, admiring iielf,
and re@ifying every diforder in his plume, by placing every
feather in the niceft order,

Ir
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Ir at any time this bird droops, put a blade of faffron in
its water 3 if it fcours, crumble a little dry chalk in his
€age, or amongft his feed, or ftick a bit between the wires,
and hang a little groundfel frefh every day for him to pick ;
or give it a little lettuce-feed or thiftle-feed ; 3 and always
keep the bottom of the cage ftrewed with red fand or
gravel, for that will qualify and take the oil of the feeds
off the ﬂomach

Tue
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Thne NIGHTINGALE.

THE Nightingale is accounted the beft of fong-birds,
and is both large and ftrong. - Though this bird does not
appear at large in this Ifland during the winter, we find
them building their nefs amongft us in the beginning of
April, in a clofey thick quickfet hedge, pretty low, a lit-
tle above the edge of the bank, and moft commonly
where briars, thorns, bufhes, &, grow vety thick; and

¢ ‘hex
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they make them of leaves of trees, ftraws and mofs, in a
very different manner from all others,

SuE lays four or five eggs of a brown nutmeg colour:
and the young ones, which are hatched toward the latter
end of May, ought to be well ‘ﬁedgéd before taken: if
they prove ﬁillen, open, their - mouths, give ‘them two or
three fimall pi eﬁ:}t a t?gg, ‘and in a few days they will
come to, and feed themfelves, When you take them,
put the neft into a little bafket, and keep them covered up
warm, or the cold will kil them. ~Feed them every two
hours by day, with two or three fmall bits at a time, of
theep’s-heart, or other frefh meat.raw, well cleaned and
freed from fat, ftrings, fkin and finews, and chopped very
fine, mixed with lLen’s eggs hard-boiled. In a few days
they will take their meat off from the ftick themfelves ;
then you may cage them in the Nightingale’s back-cage,
with ftraw or dry mofs at the bottom. When they come
‘to be large, add fome ant’s mould, and fearn them to feed
upon meal-worms, fpiders, ants, and ether infcés, which
are good for them in ficknefs, -

Tre
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Tue cock is diftinguifhed by its deeperand brighter co-
lour, /in ‘grown birds : ‘in neftlings, when he has eaten‘he

gets upon the perch, and immedidtely begins ‘to ‘tune to
himfelf, ‘which is feldom or never done by the hen.

To find out its neft, obferve where the cock fings ; if
he continues long in a plice, the hen is ot far off, and
the neft is within a flone’s throw ; “if thefe be young
ones, the cock will ftroll, but then the hen may be heard
* to fweerand cur: and if you cannot find it by fearching,

ftick two or three ‘meal-wérms upon’ the ‘thorns, near
where you have obferved the cock moft frequent, and
if you keep clofe and fill, he will - come and carry them
to his brood, 'which makes fuch a noxfe when fed by the
old ones, as to give a certain mark to difcover their neft.
When you have fotnd the neft, and they are not fledged
enough, do not touch them ; for if - you 'do, the old ones
" will entice them out fconer than common.

To preferve this valuable bird in health, niothing is
more conducive, than to keep thcm and theu' cages clean
and
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and neat, with dry gravel twice aweek at the bottom. He
is particularly fubje to, ficknefs in autumn : if he grows
fat and foggy, and falls off from his ftomach, then give
him three times a week two or three meal-worms, er
worms taken out of a pigeon’s heufe, or two or three
fpiders a day, which will purge and cleanfe him we} ;5 but
when his fat falls, keep him warm, and give him a little
faffron in his water.

Suovrp they grow very lean and poor, give ﬁgs chop-
ped fmall amongft their meat till they have recovered their
fleth,

Thni1s bird is fubjeét to the gout, after two or three years
continuance in acage. Anoint their feet with frefh but-
ter, and it will cure them in three or four days. The
fame remedy will cure them of breakings-out about the
eyes and nib,

Ir they grow melancholy, fweeten the water with white
fugar-candy 5 andif that does not reftore them, add to their
conftant meat three or four meal.worms a diy, and a few

ants
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ants and ants eggs, and fome of their mould at the bot-
tom of the cage, amongt which ftrew a hard egg chopped
very {mall, and put a blade or two of fuffron in their wa-
ter.

Tuis bird is fometimes troubled with a firaitnefs or
ftrangling of the breaft, occafioned chiefly by a bad dref-
fing of his victuals. He fhews his complaint by gaping,
and an unufual beating and panting of his breaft. Take him
out gently, and open his bill with a quill, and pick out the
ftring, piece of fleth, &c. that fhall be found to hang
about his tongue or throat, then give him fome white fu-
gar-candy in his water, or elfe diffolve it and moiften his
meat, which is a prefent remedy for any thing that is amifs.

Ir they dung a little loofer than common, give a little
hemp-feed bruifed or ground very well, about the quantity
that will lie on a filver groat, and mix it well with a iheep’s

beart and an egg.

TrE1r common food in fummer is fheep’s heart raw,
chopped very fine, and an egg boiled fo hard as to be
grated 5
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grated ; {prinkle it with a little water, and mix it, till it

becomes as thick almoft as a falve, but moift; make xip

more at a time than will laft the day. ‘In winter parboil
the heart, mix it with the egg, and moiften the mixture
with a little of the heart liquor, fuffering no fat to go
in.

Ir you would take branchers and old Nightingales, you

ﬁquﬁ lay out for the branchera in Iuly and the beginning -

of Auguﬁ, for old nghtmgales in the latte: end of March
or beginning of April.. Thofe taken in March or before
the twelfth of April, are accounted the beft birds; becaufe
the cocks after that time, being matched with their hensy
are fo rank, that they can feldom be prefervsd.

Tz manner of taking them, 1§ t find out their haunts,
which is ufuslly oh ‘the fide of a ‘chalk or findy hill 5 in
a wood, .coppice, or quickfet hedge: then fef a trap, or
lime-twigs, as beft fuits your convenience.

i you would take thefe birds with lime-twigs, place
them
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them upon the hedge near ‘where they ﬁng, with meal-
worms faftened to proper places to entice them.

THE bird being caught, tie the tip of his wings with
thread, not too hard, but fo as to prevent his beating him-
felf againft ‘the top and wires of the cage ; and in two
hours cram him with three, four, or five pieces as big as
peas, made of fheep’s heart and egg fhred fmall and fine,
and mingled with a few ants or meal-worms ; opening
hss bill with a ftick made thin at one end, and taking
care thatthe meat be not too dry. Repeat this every two
hours at fartheft ; and when come home, put the birds in
a Nightingale’s back cage, or throw a cloth over one
fide of another cage.

WaEN you have crammed your prey thus for a day
“and a half, offer them a little meat in a pan, and ftick it
full of ants : if the ants are picked out, add more ants
about half an "hour after, and fo continue to entice
them till they begin to feed, fill keeping their wings
tied,

A XINDLY
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A xivpry bird will fing in a week’s time ; and when
they become eafy, contented and familiar, hang them up
any where, and loofe their wings. Birds that are long a !
fecding, and do not fweet and cur for eight or ten days,
feldom aregood. Remember, when a bird is firlt taken,
that you clean his vent from feathers, by pulling or cut-
ting them off 5 for, fhould the vent be c!ogged up,-he will
certainly die.

-Tag

—__ : L e




B 1;R D S 217

Tue ROBIN RED-BREAST.

THE Robin Red-Breaft takes its name from its remark~
able red’ breaft. It builds its neft in barns, outhoufesy
banks, and hedges, tops of houfes and old ruins, and
fometimes in wocds; of very coarfe materials, as, dry
green mofs mixed with coarfe wool, fmall dried fticks,
ftraws, dried leaves, peeling from young trees, and other
dried ftuff, with a few horfe-hairs within j hardly one
inch deep, and about three inches wide.

Tus
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Tais bird is fix inches long, including the bill, a little
more than half an inch in length, and the tail two inches
and a half. She moftly lays five or fix, but feldom lefs

than four eggs, of a cream colour, fprinkled all over with.

fine reddith yellow fpots, fothick at the blunt end, as to
appear almoftall in one.

)

THESE egg:whm?ﬁﬁut vth’e end of Apsil, and
again in May ard June. Do not let them rafs above twelve
days old before you take them, becaufe they will grow ful-
len. Keep them warm in a little bafket with hay at the
bottom 3 feed them with the Wood-Lark’s or Nightingale’s
meat, taking care not to overcharge their ftomachs, which
are very tender. ©~ When you ‘cage them, let the wires be
fomewhat clofer than the Nightingale’s cage, with mofs at
the bottom 3 and in all refpets keep and order them like
the Nigbtingale.

Waen they are cramped,’ or giddy, .to which Robins"
are very fubjjeét, give themi a meal-worm or {pider ‘now’
snd then for the crampj-and ‘fix or feven earwigs a week

for
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for the giddinefs. But if you would prevent thefe difor-
ders, the only way is to keep them warm and clean for
nothing will bring them fooner than cold and a dirty cagc.
If the feet be clogged with dung, their nails, and even
their feet will rot off.  If the appetite falls off, give now
and then fix or feven hog-lice, which are found about rot-
ten wood. Never let there be a want of freth water; in
which, once a week, put a blade of faffron, and a flice of
ftick-liquorice, which will chear his fpirits and ftrengthen
his fong.

OLp ones and branchers are taken and ordered as the
Nightingale.

Tue Robin naturally is a folitary bird, and loves to
feed fingly upon worms, and other infeéts, ants, and their
€ggs, &c. But when the cold pinches them, and the earth
affords them none of this fort of meat, it becomes bold,
fociable, and familiar with men ; will enter their houi®s,
and feed upon crumbs of bread, and what elfe they can pick

ups >

Tz
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Tue red on the cock’s breaft is deeper; and goes far-
ther upon the head than the hen’s ; his legs arealfo darker;

there are generally a few hairs on each fide of his bill ; -

the upper part of his body is of a darker olive; but the
bright red of his breaft is the diftinction moft to be de-
pended on,

e
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Tux CHAFFINCH.

THE Chaffinch is a native of England, and a ftout,
hardy, and common bird, of the fize of a Bullfinch. This
bird builds its neft near the top ofa high hedge, or on the
Branches within a tree, in the prettieﬂ manner of all fmall
birds: this neft meafures in the cavity one inch t};ree
quarters deep ; the diameter, two inches and an half ; the
outfide made of green mofs, fmall fticks, withered grafs,
borfe and cow hair, wool, feathers, &c. the infide of fea-

thers
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thers, hair, wool, &c. yet the bird itfelf is fix inches long
from the end of the bill to the tip of the tail, of which
the tail is two inches’and an half; and fhe lays four or
five eggs in that little fpace, whichsare whitith, with a
few reddifh brown fpots, and a few fmall fpecksor fireaks
of the fame colour at the biggeft end.

“THESE eggsk}d@pm@more than four birds, which
are fit to be taken in tendays ; they arechardy, eafy to be
raifed, and fed like the Goldfinchs But they being very
plentiful, and eafily taken at their watering-place in June
and July, few take the trouble of bringing them up from
the neft; though that is the way to have the beft fingers,
if brought up-under other birds, calléd Sweet-Song Chaf-
finch. ;

Trx Chaffinch is lavifh in its fong ; and, when brought
up from the next, or branchers, will fing fix or feven:
months in_ the year, whereas. the wild fing not above
three 3 but the greateft part of thefe birds will not anfwer
the trouble and expence in keeping them. . There ie
a cruel method, direéted by fome writers, -to.teach this bird

to
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to fing when grown up ; but as I apprehend no humane
perfon would put it in practice, I fhall not mention it
The Effex birds are accounted the beft fingers, and they
commonly fing whatis called Whitford tune, and Chopping
Lim, s =
TrE cock bird at ten or twelve éays old is diftinguithed
from the hen by having much more white in his wing, par-
ticularly on hi’s>pinion 5 his breaft redder, and all his fea-
thers higher and brighter.than “the-hen’s. ~An old cock’s
“head is bluifhj the back a reddifh brown, with'a mixture
of afh-colour or green, the breaft a fine purple red, and
the belly under the tail white. The hen’s feathers are grey
on the breaft,’ LW e

Trae
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Tunuzx GREENFINCH.

TH E Greenfinch’s neft is large, one inch and a quarter
deep, and four wide ; its outfide made of hay, grafs, ftub-
ble, &c. the middle-part of mofs ; the infide of foft fea-
thers, wool, hair, &c. built in hedges; the bird being
from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail fix inches
and an half, of which the bill is half an inch, and the tail
two inches and 2 quarter,

THey
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Tuey have five or fix young ones at a fittting, about
the middle of May, which may be taken at ten days old,
Feed them as you do Linnets, or Finches, and keep them
clean, and they will thrive, When drooping, treat them
as you do the Chaffinch, and you may catch them in the
fame manner.

TrEe Cock’s head and back are green, with grey edges
to the feathers ; the middle of the back hath fomething of
a chefnut-colour intermixed ; .the fore-part of his head,
neck, breaft, and quite down to his belly and rump, are of
a deep yellowith green, the lower-part of the belly incli-
ning to whitith; the edges of the outermoft quill-feathers,
and the feathers along the ridgf of the wing, are of a b;ighc
yellow. Thus, if we regard its colours, this cock i as
finely feathered as moft birds, and makes as pretty a thew
in an aviary ; but I cannot reeommend his ability in fing.
ing in cages; indeed it it is kept to ring bells, in a cage
contrived for that purpofe: though by chance fome brought
up from the neft will learn to pipe, whiftle, and fing the
note of other birds,

Vour. II I Tuz
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Taz. W R E N

THE Wren is the fmalleft of fong-birds, (four inches
and a half, including bill and tail) but has a very loud and'
fine fong. She builds her neft in the form of a fugar-loafy
without of mofs, within of hair, weol, or feathers, with
2 hole in the middle of the fide, for a paffage into it
commonly in woods and hedges, and fometimes about the

walls of houfes,
Sur
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SuE lays fifteen or fixteen fmall white eggs, fprinkled
with fmall pale red fpots ; but he does not hatch above
half that number, which muft be well feathered before you
take them, H

M=. Ray obferves, that it is one of thofe daily mira-
cles which we take no notice of, that a Wren fhould pro-
duce fo many young, and feed them all without paffing
over a fingle one, and that too in total darknefs,

Feep them as young Nightingales, giving them oft2n
one or two fmall bits ata t'me. = When fit for acage, let
it be large, with very c.ofe wires, and on one fide in the
form of a fquirrel-houfe, lined with rabbit-1kin, or fome-
thing warm. Keep them conftantly on Nightingale’s food,
elean and warm. When fick, give them two or three

flies, or a foall fpider or two, but be very fparing of in-
fe@s.

TreE cock has a dark brown back and head, a whitifh
breaft and belly, and tail and wings variegated with bright
yellow and blackifh lines, The hen is all over reddith,

: Ia except
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except the black and reddifh lines acrofs her tail and wings.
1t is not eafy to diftinguith the fex when young ; but the
bird with the largeft eye is generally the cock. It com-
monly creeps about hedges and pits, moftly frequents farm-
yards, and perches upon a barn or tree ; takes fhort flights,
and may be eafily tired and run down.

Tre
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Tue COMMON LINNET.

THE Commeon  Linnet is thought to excel all fmall
birds in its finging ; his note is curious, and he can take
off'the pipe, whiftle, and fong of any other fine bird.

Tris bird builds commonly in a thick bufh or hedge 3
fometimes in the thorn, both black and white, and fome=
times amongft furze and broom.

13 ITs
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Its neft is made of bents, dried weeds, and other ftubby
matter for ‘the outfide, the bottom being all matted toge-
ther ; the infide is neatly compaéted of fine foft wool, mixed
with the cotton or down gathered from dried plants, with
a few Eorfe-ha"rrs; its depth, one inch within, and -three
in diameter.

Tue bird, including bill and tail, is five inches and a
half long, of which the billis halfan inch, the tail two
inches and a quarter.

THe Linnet lays four or five eggs, and has her firft
brood about the beginning of May. They may be taken at
ten days'old, or fooner ; then is the time to put them to
learn under another bird. But they muft be kept very
warm, and feed them as dire€ed in the Bullfinch’s meat,
‘When able to feed themfelves, give them a little fcalded
rape-feed’; and when they have thus fed a week, you may
give them a little of the Wood-Lark’s vi€tuals, or fome
foft vi€tualsy till they are able to crack their feed, which
will be when about fix or feven weeks old.

Tag
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Tue cock i¢ diftinguithed by having a browner
bk than the hen, and by the white of his wingss
“Take the L'nnet, when the wing-feathers are grown, and
firetch out his wing, and if you find the fecond, third,
our fourth feather, white up to the quill, it is a certain
mark of a cock bird.

Boru the branchess and flight-birds muft be put into a
farge-cage fit for the piipofe, and fed with fome of the
feed found on the land where they were taken, with a
fmall mixture of hemp-feed bruifed. = Let them ftand in 2
window, or other convenient placs, where they fhall not
be difturbed, for three or four days ; then cage them up in
back-cages, if ‘you have them, and feed them with rape,
mixed with a fmail matter of canary, and a few corns of
hemp. Ifdrooping, give them a little lettuce-feed or beat.
leaf, and put a fmall piece of liquorice, or a blade of faf-
fron in their water, and now and then a little feeded chick-
weed. If fcowered, give them a little chalk, a little
bruifed hemp-feed, and now and then a ftalk of plantane-
feed, if greenj if not, give the leaves fhred fmall: If
the end of the rump be fwelled, whea it is ripe; open it

134 with
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with a needle, and anoint the part with frefh butter, and.
nurfe them as above directed.”

Turs is the moft general finging bird in our country,
and will live twelve or fourteen months in confinement.

8T A N - &K 'S
On the DEATH of a fawvourite LINNET-.

By Dr, TROTTEZSAR.

COME,, ye Nine, and join the numbers
‘Where your penfive fifter weepss;,

See, alas! in death’s cold flumbers,
Celia’s haplefs Linnet fleeps.

As he left his cage, a firanger
:To the fieet’s of being free,
Pufs entrapp’d the thoughtle(s rangeres
Fatal chance of liberty !
Deem
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Deem not, Celia, crime wasin it
Thus to mourn at fuch an end;

She who feels not for a Linnet,
Ne’er could weep for love or friends

All ye Fair who rove for pleafure,
Think of danger while you canj

If cats deftroy a feather’d treafure,
Truft not fickle, faithlefs Man !

#i3

WATER
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WATER FOWL OMITTED.

DIVERS, MEWS, anp GULLS,

DIVERS, or Duckers, in general have ftrait narrow
fharp bills, little heads, and fmall ‘wings. The feet are
Placed baclzward rear the tail, that they may fiirn and dive
more expeditioufly. “The legs are broad and flat, and the
nails broad like thofe of men. The toes have membranes
on their fides, which are only pretty much extended in
{ome, but in others they are conneéted together.

Tue Greater afh-coloured Dive;, or Ducker, has a
creft on the head; and another greater crefted Diver has
not only a creft, butfeems to have horns, confifting of
feathers placed on the top of the head and upper part of
neck, which are black above and ruddy below. The
chin and fpace about the eyes is white, and near it there
is a reddith colour. The brealt and belly are whitithy
tin€tured with red 5 and the wings are brown, except the
lefler quill feathers, which are light, The back is blackifh,
& mixed

SR rLIRCR T cT T
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mixed with afh-coloured feathers. There is a Mexican
bird defcribed by Hernandez much like this, only there
is a greater creft on the head. s g
Tue Didapper, or Dipper, or Dobchick, or Ducker, or
Small Loon, is of the fhape of a Teal, only it is one-third
part lefs. It is brown‘on the back, on the bellyof a fil-
~wer colour, but the chir is white. The breatt is of adarker
colour than the belly ; and when the gizzard was openedy
it was found full of grafs and herbs ; though, as Bellonius
informs us, it is fond of fith, Thefe three Divers have
little or no tail.

Trx North American Horned Dobchick is of the fize
of a Tealyewith fma'l wings and large legs, and feet int
?rol;ortion to its hdy. The bill is an inch and a quarter
long, and‘the wmgs inclofed is fix inches. The bill is

"ﬂxarp pomted, Whh a white tip, and the noftrilsare placed
in furrows, ‘There is a are fkin from the corner of the
mouth to the eye, of a red ¢olour ;-and the head is covered
with long black feathers of a thining green giofs, Behind
the head there is a line of long loofe yellowith orange
S feathers,
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feathers, which hang a little downward, and form a fort of
acreft. The hinder part of the back and neck are of a
blackith brown, and the forepart of the neck and begin-
ning of the breaft are of a reddifh orange, which turns a
little white on the breaft. The whole belly is of a glofly:
white, with a mixture of dirty orange near it. It feems
to have no tail 5 the legs are placed at the end of thebody 3
and the thighs are fo bound within the fkin, that they
cannot be moved backwards and forwards. The legs are
flat and broad ; the three toes have fiff webs; befides
there are nails on thefe laft like thofe of a man. This.
bird was brought from Hudfon’s Bay.

Tre Greateft-tailed Diver, ‘or Loon, is of the fize of a.
goofe 5 but the fhape of the body is longer. The tail is
round, the head fmall, and the ¢olour on the upper part is
brown, or of a dark ath-colour, with white {pots, which
are thin on the neck, but more numerous on the back.
All the feathers are marked with two white' {pots, or lines,
near the point. The throat, and lower part of the neck,
are hoary, and the breaft and belly white. One of thefe
birds had a black head and neck, on the middle of which\

was
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wwas a white ring, near an inch broad, made up of fmall
white fpots. Mr. Ray is apt to think this was the cock.
They are fometimes feen in England in very hard winters.

Tre Newfoundland Diver, or Loon, is a very large

bird ; for when the wings are extended, they are four feet -

in breadth. It has a black fharp bill, white at the point,
and near five inches long. The head and neck are of a
dufky brown, and there is a white fpot under its bill, and
.awhite ring round the neck, below whichit isof a greenith
colour. The prime feathers of each wing are black, ex-
<ept the outward edges, which are white ; the breaft and
belly are much of the fame colour, and the covert feathers
of the wings and back are irregularly fpotted with white.
The outer toe is near five inches long, there being four
in all, and the feet are webbed like others of this kind.
They have been feen chiefly about Newfoundland, where
they live altogether upon fith.

Tue Black and White Diver, with a fhort fharp. bill.
The bill is fhort, and a little bent ; but the upper: part
is all ‘black, except a tranfverfe white line ; “and the chin,

throat,

oy
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throat, and breaft, are white as far as the middle of the belly.

It is web-footed, and has a tai}; but the picture, from
whence this defcription was taken, has ne hinder toe.

Tue Greater Diver of Aldrovandus, which is frequently
feen in foreign countries, differs very little from the Di~
dapper, except in the fize, which is twice as big, and
therefore it does not want a particular defeription.

Tae Arétic Diver, called by Wormius a Lumme, is
of the fize of a Duck, and differs from the greateft-tailed
Diver in having more fpots on the neck, and fewer on the
back. Likewife, there are two fpots on each feather of
the former, but only one in this; befides, it hasa fquare
black {pot under the neck, which is variegated with white
and black feathers, that run round it like a girdle.

Fur American Ar&ic bird is rather bigger than a tame
pigeon, and has a bill comprefied fideways, and hooked at
the point, with a mail at the'end of it, which is feparated
from the other part by a crofs-furrow.  The top of the
head is blackifh, and the fides of the head, under the

eyes,
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eyes, the throat, neck all round, and the breaft and belly
are white ; but the legs and lower belly are of a light
afh. The fhafts of a few of the outermoft prime quills of
the wings are white, and the wings are very long and nar=
row when fpread. The tail feathers are thorteft on the
fides, and gradually increafe in length to the two middle~
moft, which are vaftly longer, and refemble thofe of the
Man of War bird. The legs feem to be weak, and are
bare of feathers above the knees, being of a bright yellow
colour. The feet are black, and the three forward toes
are webbed as in Ducks. The hinder toe is very fmall;,
and the bottom of the feet are as. rough as a fifh-fkin.
This bird was brought from Hudfon’s Bay, and Mr. Ed-.
wards takes it to be of adiftin@ fpecies.

Tre Lumme, or Lumb, of Captain Marten, has a longith
bill, which is pretty frong and crooked ; and the feet are
black, with three black toes and nails ; the legs are alfo
black and thort. It is quite black on the upper parts ; but
below on the belly, as far as the neck, it is as white as
fanow. The cryis very unpleafant, nearly refembling that
of a Raven, and it is of the fize of a common Duck, There

have
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have been fmall fith*and prawns found in their crops, mixed
with fandy ftones. They love their young ones fo well,
that they will be killed rather than leave them: and they
fly in great flocks, and have pointed wings like Swallows. -
The upper part of the bill crofies the under, as in the
Crofs-bill, though not fo much. It is a flethy bird, but’
it is very dry and tough, and therefore not very agreeable
eating.

Tux Greater Diver of Gefner is larger than a Goofe,
and white underneath, but ath-coloured and black above.
Johnfon has feen this bird in England 5 and though there
are no fpots on the back, he thinks it to be of the fame
fpecies as the greateft tailed Diver. '

Tuze Rathfher, or Alderman, focalled by Captain Mar-
ten, is a fort of a Gull or Mew, and is a very ftately
handfome bird. The bill is {harp, narrow, and thin ; and
there are only three toes joined together with a black fkin,
for there are none behind, The legs are not very long;
but they are of a black colour, as well as the eyes. This
bird is fo white, that it cannot be diftinguifhed from the

: {now
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fiow when it fits upon it; and the tail is pretty long and
broad, like a fan. The note or cry is like the word Kar;
it fpreads the wings and tail out when it flies. It is very
fond of fith, though it does not much care for wetting its
feet. It has been feen to feed on the dung of a Sea
Horfe, and will reft upon its body while that animal is
living, This bird is not very fhy, for aman may come fo
near it as to knock it on the head with a long ftick.

Tae Dung-Hunter, called by Marten the Sruntgager,
has a bill blunt at the fore-part, and a little crooked and
thick. It has but three claws, which are united by ablack
membrane or fkin. The legs are not very long, and the
tail, which is like a fan, has one feather fanding out
longer than the reft, by which it may be known from all
other birds about Spitzbergen, The top of the head is
black as well as the eyes, and about the neck there is a
dark yellowith ring or. circle. ~ The wings ard back are
brown, and the belly white. It isas big as the common
Mew, and flies after that called Kutgegehef; and torments
it fo long, that it voids its dung, upon which this bird
feeds. It alfo feeds upon the fat of the Whale. The

Vou. IL K plase
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place where its neft is builtis not very high. Its cry
founds like 7, ga, and its flefh is very indifferent eating.

TrEe Burghermafter of Marten has a crooked, yellow,
narrow, thick bill, whofe underachap is fomewhat knobby
at the end, infomuch that it locks almoft as if it had a
cherry in its mouth.  The noftrils are longith, and it has
a red ring about the eyes. - It has but three claws, which
are grey, as are alfo the legs, which are not quite fo
long as thofe of a Stork, and yet the body is almoft as big.
The tail is white and broad like a fan, that is, when it is
fiying. 'The wings and back are of a pale colour; but
the tip of the wings and the whole body is white. It
builds its neft very high in the clefts of the rocks, and is
commonly feen upon dead Whales, where it is eafily fhot.
It feeds upon the fat of the Whale, and its cry is nearly
like that of a Raven, ' It alfo preys upon young Lambs,
catching them like Hawks. Thefe birds generally fly
fingle, unlefs they meet with a dead carcafe of a Sea-horfe
or Whale. It delights in refting on the water, but does
not dive very much, if at all.

THE
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Tue Great Black-and-White Gull is the largeft of all
this kind ; for it weighs about feventy-fix ounces; and
its length, from the tip of the bill to the end of the tail,
is two feet two inches ; but its breadth, when the wings
are extended, is five feet feven inches. Its bill is three
inches long, with a knob underneath the lower chap, and
is of a yellow colour, flat on the fides, and a little crooked
at the end. There ate two fpots on the knob on each fide,
the lower of which is black, and the upper tinged with
red. The head is large and white, as well as the neck,
breaft, belly and tail ; but the middle of the back, and
points and quill feathers of the wings are black. The legs
and feet are white, and the nails are black. One of thefe
birds, when it was opened, had the fifh called a Sea-fpar-
row in its ftomach.

Tue Great Grey Gull weighs abeut twelve or four-
teen ounces ; and is, from the tip of the bill to the extre-
mity of the tail, twenty inches long ; and the wings,
when they are extended, four feet. ‘The bill is black,
and near three inches long, with the upper jaw fomewhat
longer than the under, and bending downw:u—d‘s over it
The lower has a rifing towards the extremity, and the

K2 ey 68
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eyes are grey ; the noftrils are oblong, the head very large,
and the neck extremely thort. The upper fide of the back
and neck are grey, intermixed with whitifh brown; and
the back feathers are black in the middle, and afh-coloured
towards the edges. The wing feathers are dark brown,
mixed with black ; and the throat, breaft, belly and thighs
are white, as well as the rump, with a few brown fpots
interfperfed: The tail is five or fix inches long, and the
outermoft tips of the featherson the upper fides are joined
by a fort of crofs-bars near two inches broad. The under
part is variegated with a few dufky lines, and the legs
and feet are orange colour, with black claws.
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A NEW HISTORY or GREECE,
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To the PUBLIC.
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