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/EPPE 

a ting n w about the Dieppe raid. 
At a tim when detail are ju t becoming 
avail able I would like to ay this to you in 

anada. We have suffered heavy lo se and I 
aw our men die-but never have I seen men 

die more bravely or fight with uch great heart 
as our Canadian troops. The word Dieppe 

may rank with Vimy Ridge in our history and our hats are 
off to the Royal Canadian Engineer , and the Royal 
Canadian Army Medical Corps, and the South Saskatchewan 
Regiment, and the Queens Own Cameron Highlanders 
of Winnipeg, and the Royal Regiment from Toronto and 
the Essex Scotti h from Windsor, and the Royal Hamilton 
Light Infantry, and the Fusiliers de ~fontreal. 

A lot of these men will never return to Canada, and more 
will not return until after the war if the German announce
ment of 1,500 prisoners is correct. And added to the above 
are the officers and men of the Calgary Tanks who e story 
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til th y w r on b ard th hip . lthough I did not travel 
·ith th R ·al Hamilton ight Infantry I wa present when 

I nel-a fine figur of a man, from London, Ontario-
me on ard and t Id them: "~f n, we are going into action. 

' e ar goin to do what we came over to do--get a crack 
at J rry." nd then h told th m the natur of the operation 
ancl what wa xpe ted of each man. There were no heroics, 
no d light d y ll of whoopee. The men were quiet and 

qu tion . It truck m that the question were those 
en ral might a k when being told of an operation for 

th fir t tim . hat were the coast defence likely to be? 
hat aircraft protection would they g t? I lik d the spirit. 

THE P A D RE'S PR A YE R ·(«-

e t sail in raft of all types under the cover of darkness. 
I wa with the algary Tank in one of the new tank-carrying 
craft. It wa a lovely night and reminded me of home. 
Hardly had we s t ail when our Padre collected all the men 
t g ther in the how of the hip standing in front of a new 
type of tank they wer using, and he read from the shth 
hapter of Ephesians with the aid of a fia blight. 

H ••• Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of hi might. Put on the whole armour of God 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

or we wrestle not against flesh and blood but against 
principalitie , against power , against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places. herefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand. Stand, therefore, having your loins 
girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness." 
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thi a ti 
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oming full of air raft and th bombardment i becoming 
int n . 11 avy thuds ar baking us even this far out to sea. 

I t i now 5.5 in the morning. Fast troop-carrying ships 
nd there is a French Chasseur 

< rr ·in • r n h mmandos. The coast has suddenly 
I om d up in fr nt of u with it white hills and its cliffs, 
nd it I k lik a race to ee who will get into action first. 
h y i tr aked with rfiying fools' and so is the ocean. 
he de tr yer are laying a smoke screen to windward and 

n w they ar turning broad ide and are plastering the town 
with their gun . The smoke creen is lifting and I can see 
hip everywhere. The small troop-carrying landing craft 

are moving in lines under the artillery barrage. A Spitfire has 
just era hed off our starboard bow, and into the sea like a 
t ne. We could see the pilot trying to get out but he couldn't. 

The troops are heading for the beaches on either side of 
the town-the Royal Regiment to the left and the South 

a katchewan and the Queen's Own Camerons to the right. 
The Hamiltons and the Essex Scottish are .going into the 
centre and we are following. Two Messerschmitts have just 
tried to attack us and a ship behind us has just shot one of 
them into the sea. 
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FLAMES OVER DIEPPE<* 
Thr e pilots are coming down by parachute. Another 
nk-landing craft has managed to get in but has been hit. 

om ea ualties have just been brought out to our hip and the Padre of the Fusiliers de Montreal told me about trying to g •t n bore. Men were killed all around him and one 
li utenant had a bullet in his arm while he was trying to . pu h the Padre down. 

It i now 9 .25. The Germans on the cliffs are even throwing 
hand grenades on our ships below. l\ine Heinkel bomber ju t pa ed overhead and I saw their bomps leave the aircraft; 
but I wa too interested to watch the gun firing or where the bomb landed. They were aimed at the destroyers ahead 
of u ' but they missed them. w ·e were heavily attacked gain and the convoy guns have just brought down two mor Junkers. There was just a sort of flash of flame and the bombers came down like leaves in the wind. And now dive bombers are attacking us. One of them has just been 
hot into the sea. 

trong reinforcements of our fighters are arriving and they 
are flying low around us to protect us from the di e-bomhers. 

e can't get in to the beach. We have tried again but bombs and gun-fire are driving us out. I have just been knocked down by a heavy bomb, in fact a stick of four bombs, a very 
near miss to starboard. Some of our men are wounded. One of them is dead. Our fighters are wonderful, and they are 
fearless and they are trying to protect our men on the beache 
who are being re-embarked. 

Our aircraft are suffering heavily, and I have seen several 
of them come down in flames over Dieppe. The wounded 
are being brought off, but we hear that we have landed on 
every beach. Evidently the engineers have suffered heavily, 
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THE ORDER TO WITHDRAW«<-



th y have fought well and that everything-thing that eem 
t hav ed d the limits of human ourage and endurance 
-ha been done to protect our troop during the fight and 
to g t them off after it was over. Tho e f u who managed 
t g t ha k, even wounded, feel very lucky ind ed. It ha, 
1 n a bitter, hard fight. 
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