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NALYSIS 

0 F 

Pneumatics and Moral Philofophy~ 

I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N. 

CIENCE 1nay he confi ered 
either as it is an attain1nent of 
the 1nind ; as it refers to a par
ticular fubjecr; or as it tends 

to a particular objcd or end. 
ConfiJered as an att ~ l i nn1ent of the 

mind, ~cience is diitinguiihed from 
lliftoi·y and Art. 

Hittory is the know ledge of part icu
lars in detail. 

Science is the knowledge of general 
principles. 
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Art is a po·wer founded on kno·w

ledge or habit't by ·which tnen perform 
certain funclions of mind, or operate 
on fome external iubjeCt. 

2. 

Science confidered with a view to 
its fubjeet, is either Abftraet or Appli
cate. 

Abfiraet Science refers to the pro
ceedings of reafon on the mere fuppo
fitions of entity, quantity, or nu1nber; 
as in Metaphyjics, c·emnet1y, and A
'rithmetic. 

Applicate Science refers to fome 
!'articular fubjeCl; as, Mind, or Mat
ter J. Underflanding, or Senti1nent; 
Bodies, hard, foft, or elaflic. 

The arplicate Sciences may be di
vided into two capital branches. That 
'vhich refers to the Material Syften1, 
and that which refers to the Intellec
tual. 
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Science confidered with a vie·w tO" 

its objeCt is of two kinds; Phyfical,. 
and Moral. 

Phyfical Science is the know-ledge o£ 
vhat is. 

Moral Science is the know ledge of 
vhat ought to be*. 

A principle in Phyfical Science is 
fon1e known fatt, ferving to account 
for a. variety of appearances, confider
ed as its effeCts or confequences. 

A principle in Moral Science is 
fome perception of good or evil, fer
ving to dired the choice in a variety 
of infi:ances. 

The general expreffion of a principle 
confi:i tu tes a law in phyfics or n1orali ty. 

A Law, in the PhyficJl fenfe, is any 
general expreffion of what is. 

In the Moral fenfe it is an expreHior 
of what ought to be. 

* The terms ought to h.e are relative to hu ... 
m~n apprehenfion. 

Tt 
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The fame fuhjetl: tnay be treated 
Moral1y or Phyfical1y. 

I-Iuman Nature treated Phyfical1y is 
h1 part the fubjeCl: of Pneu1nati~s. 

Treated Morally is the fubjeCl: of 
Moral Philofophy. 

Of 
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Of P N E U M A T I C S 

NE u M AT r c s, confifring of two 
, parts, treat phyfically of Mind 

or Spirit. 
The fir!t p::1tt treats of the Hu1nan 

Mind. 
The fecond of the Being and Attri

butes of G 0 D. 
Hun1an Nature is Animal and InteJ ... . 

lecl:Jal. 
The Anin1al nature of man is the 

fubjeCl: of Anatomy and Phyfi logy. 
The Intellectual nature is th ... proper 
fubjel'l: of Pneutnatics: but being join
ed, tnany of their functions are tnixcd, 
and pertain equally to Pneumatics and 
to Phyfiology. 

PART 
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PART I. 

. f HUMAN NATURE 

CHAP T. ER I. 

tfhe Hifiory of the S ·PECIES. 

l. 

MANKIND have fome qualities in 
cotnn1on with the other ani

mals ; fome that diftinguifh thetn , 
and others by which they arc them
felves diverfified. 

2. 

Like the other anitnals, they are ge
nerated and nourifhed, they have their 
period of life, and are fubjeCl: to diifo
lution, 
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Half the numbers that are born die, 
according to fome obfervations, before 
the feventh year is expired; according 
to others, before· the third. 

Long life coniifts of between feven._ 
ty and one hundred years. 

It appears from the annual regifter 
of deaths, where the numbers of peo .. 
pie are known, that one· of thirty-two 
dies in each year. 

The infancy of 111an, or his ffate of 
dependence on the parent, continues 
longer, and. his infiinCl:s are more fal
lible than they are in the young of any 
other fpecies. 

When adult, he fupplies tnany appa
rent defects from invention. 

His ingenuity enables him to fubfill: 
in a variety of fituations and climates. 

He is an aniinal of prey; affociating 
and political ; and has a fuperiority o
ver every other fpecies. 

He is. qualified to difcourfe., and 
com-
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con1n1nnic8tes his meaning by a variety 
of fixed and arbitrary figns. 

He difii nguilhes charaCters by epi-
thets of pr;1ife or blame. He loves or 
hates, he admire\ or contctnns. 

The fpecies feparates into bands and 
cotnpanies; but t 1e inJividual, fel
dom from choice, is found to fubflil: a~ 
lone. 

4· 

Varieties in human nature are either 
fuch as diil:inguifh different races of 
1nen, di:ftere1 t ages of the h1me race, 
or individuals of the fe:une race and 
age. 

Races are difi:inguHhed by their fea
tures, ftature, c< 1nplexion, difpofi
tions, and ftculties. 

They are reducible to fix : 
The European, the Samoiede, the

~artar, the Indian, the Negro, and 
the Anzerican *. 

:J<' Some diverfitics of the race appear to be 
onnecl:ed '·ith fituation aud climate. 

S· 
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Di:fferent ages of the fame race are 
diftinguifhed by the unequal poifeffion 
of commercial, literary, and political 
arts. 

Ages are faid to be favage, barba
rous, or poliihed. 

During the firft, men live on terms 
of equality, without property or go
vernn1ent. 

During the fecond, they are ditlin
guifhed by inequalities of birth and 

race, fortune, aifociate in tribes, and follo\V 
ana .. their leaders. 

r fea· 
fpoh· 

, tl~ 
ana 

to be 

During the third, they find additio
nal grounds of diftinttion, in a diverfity 
of education, profeffion, and 1nanner 
of life. They are governed by magi
fl:rates, hereditary or eleCtive, under 
the direction of laws and e!tablifhed 
forms. 

6. 
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6. 

Individuals of tl1e fame race are dif
tinguifhed by a difference of afpecr, 
capacity, difpofition, and force. 

Thefe varieties qualify members of 
the fame fociety for different ftations, 
and render fubordination confiitent '\Vith 
-natural equality. 

Every ·ftate in which man can em
ploy his talents, and follow his difpofi
tions, ii a ftate of natureo 

CH A 1'. 
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C H A P. II. 
dlr. 

ea, Of the Hiflory of .the INDIVIDU At. .. 

'SE c T I 0 N I. 

Of the UNo ERSTANDING-. 

THE Individual is confcious of his 
perfonal id;.;ntity, in the per

formance of many functions, , either 
Inertly animal, intellecrual, or n1ixed. 

-<;:onfcioufnefs is a principal attribute 
of n1ind 5 and is that by which it may 
be faid to exift for itfelf. 

Merely animal fundions are thofe in 
:which bodily organs and 1nere anitnal 
powers are exerted; as, digeft:ion, cir.
culation, &..c. 

Intellectual functions are fuch as 
canlilot be referred to any bodily or
gan; as thought, judgen1ent, and de ... 
fire. 

Mixed 
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1\r1ixed funCl:ions are the proceedings 

()f n1ind refen·ed to bodily organ~; as, 
fenfation, and appetite. 

~. 

The mixed or intelleCtual fnncrions 
()f this acrive being, however otherwife 
difringuifhed, terminate in either of 
two ends ; the difcovery of truth, or 
the attainment of good. 

Truth is the relation of our belief or 
opinion to the reality of things. 

Good is a quality of fentin1ent, and ' 
can exift only in a fentient nature. 

Truth is the objeCt of underfiand
ing. Good is the objecr of will. 

Underfl:anding includes obfervation, 
n1emory, ilnagination, arrange1nent, 
and forefight . 

. Obfervation is that proceeding of 
the mind by wl ich we collect iacl:s. 

:Facts 
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Faets relate to the cxifring q•-~alitk 
~md o erations of differet t natures. 

J 

Obfervation tern1i11ates in h:H:ory, 
or the knowledge of particL·11Jrs in de~ 

t<:li ]. 
HiU:ory is either defcri _.)ti·.rc or ~1<:r-

r~.tive. 

DcfcriptiYe hi11o£y is the detail of 
co -exi£tcnt circumftanccs ~1nd q;.:a· i ties. 

Narrative hiftory is th:; detail of iuc
ceffive events. 

\Ve are detern:int:d by a laY/ cf onr 
nature to believe fatts to ·wh~ch "ve 
ourfclves are witnefies, or to which 
've have the credible teftimony of o
thers. 

Memory is that proceeding of 1nin 
in ·which fubjects paft are recalled. 

vation, Its operations are either cafual or in-
ement. tentional. 

Memory is cafual when obJects fug-
ing ol gcfl: each other in fome order they hold,. 
cts. independent of choice or intention. 

f ~ B 2 Me-
aL:· 
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.l\IIemory is intentional when rhe 
mind fro1n defign recollects any obje<..'l:. 

5· 

Imagination is the ftating objects as 
prefent under a fenfe of their abfence,. 
or as real under a fenfe of their being 
ficti tiou£. 

Defign, invention, defcription, and 
paffion, or de fire, depend on imagina .. 
tion. 

6. 

Arrangement is the difpofing of facts. 
agreeably to the connecrion or relation 
they have in nature. 

The principal articles of relation ate 
thofe of fin1ilitude, contiguity, caufe 
and effect. 

Fro1n the relation of fin1ilitude, ob
jects in defcriptive hillory are claifed 
into genera and./jJecies. 

Frotn that of contiguity of time or 
place they are ranged in narration. 

Fron 

rl 
tl 
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Fron1 that of caufe and effeCt: they 

are conneCl:ed in theory. 
Theory is the arrangetnent of fepa

rate appear.ances under forr:e co1nn1on 
principle. 

Syllem is the con1bination of theo
ries for tnutual illufl:rat ion and fup.
port. 

Science confifl:s in juft theory and • 
fyftem. 

:P.,orefight is the faculty of conjeCl:u-. 
ring what is to follow fron1 the pail: o~ 
the prefent . 

It requires penetration and fag-acity ; 
penetration to comprehend the cir
cumH:ances of any particular cafe, and 
fagacity to perceive what is likely tG 
follow from thofe circun1H:ances. 

Penetration and fagacity are the foun
ations of art and ikill. 

B 3 
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SECT. II. 

Of the W 1 L L. 

T H E will includes Senthnent, In
dination, m d Volition. 

I • 

Sen ·in1ent is the perception and the 
cnjoynwnt of Good) or the perception 
and the fu:ftering of IlL 

The objeL<£: of Sentin1ent is that to 
vhich it is referred as to its Caufe. 

Thus Provocation is the objed o£ 
t\.ngcr, and D8nger of Fear. 

Objects are faid to be good or evil 
on account of their connedion with 
~entin1ent. 

This connection js in a great Inea
Aure arbitrary. 

One perfon is cahn under a provo
cation by wl ich another is enrao·ed · or 

0 ' 
fearlefs in danger by which another is 
t""nificd, 

There 



ent, l 

ana\ 

rce~ti 

apron 
lo·ed · 0 , 

:1otber 

[ 19 J 
There are four kinds of enjoytnent 

or fu.ffcring ; viz. 
1. Senfations of Pleafure or Pain •. 
2. Appr9bation or Diflike·.-
3• Affection or Hatred. 
4· Exercife or Languor. 
The firft pertains to our Animal an(r 

Senfitive being. 
The others to our Intellectual and' 

Active nature. 
Senfations are pleafant or painful a-

part fron1 our kno,vledge of their 
caufe ; as in the cafe of flavours, o<or 
dours, &c. 

J udgen1ents of approbation 0r dif..:. 
like are pleafant or painful fro1n a, 
know ledge and difcernn1ent of their 
object ; as, in dHlinguiihing what is 
beautiful or deforn1ed, great or n1ean. 

AffeCtion is pleafant by the delight 
it borrows fr01n the welfare or good of 
its objeCt; as in Friend!hip and Love. 

IIatred is the reverfe. 
Exercifes are pleafant or painful, in. 

being 1nore or lefs fitted to our capaci
ty and difpofitions. 
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Inclination is a difpofition of our na
ture to acr. 

Every inclination tnay be confider
ed, either in refpecr to itfelf, to its 
end, or to its objecr. 

ln· ref pea to i rfelf, Inclination is of 
three kinds. 

1 • A propenfity ; 2. A defire ; or,.. 
j. A tnixture of both. 

A Propenfity is an original or acqui
red difpofition of our nature, opera
ting independent of reflecrion or defign. 

Defire is the intentional aet of the 
tnind, direcred by the apprehenfion of 
a fuppofed good. 

Nature and habit give propenfities; 
infonnation or fancy tnay excite defire. 

Propenfities, after experience of 
their gratification, partake in the na'"" 
ture of Defire; and Defires, by habit, 
partake in the nature of Propenfities. 

The fubjecr of Inclination is the end 
r fuppofed good to· which it refers.·; 

as, 
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as, \vhen \Ve defire Ani1nal Enjoy· 
ments, Intelletlual 7'alents, or lvlo-
1·al .f(_ualities. 

The objeCt of Inclination is the per
f~n to whofe enjoyment the fuppofed~ 
good is referred ; as in the cafe of ad
vantages defired for ourfelves or o
thers. 

In this refpeet inclinations are felfifh. 
or benevolent. 

The mind is differently affecl:ed by 
paffion as the fubjeet of inclination is. 
differently fituated. 

Paffions are of four principal kinds: 
Joy and Grief ; 
Hope and Fear • 
A good obtained is matter of Joy ; 

n1i.ffed., is a fubjeet of Grief. A favour
able profpect is the foundation of 
Hope ; the reverfe is the foundation of 
Fear. 

Paffion is greatly diverfified in the 
cafe of different fubjeets and objects. 

The joy or hope of the interefted 
and felfiih tend to Infolence or Vanity; 
his grief and fear to Dejection and· 

- Cowardice ~ 



[ 22 ] 

o"vardice ; and in cafe of competitiott 
vith his fellow-creatures, to Envy, 

Malice, and Jealoufy. 
The joy and hope of the benevolent 

are candid and jufl: ; his grief or feat 
are 1nixed 'vith fati. facriqn, or lofe 
their effect in the ardour of hi princi

pal difpoGtion. 
A right uft of the underflanding, 

and good_ intentions, being fllways 
equally in our reach, Moral ~alities 
may be H:uclied 'vithout any variety of 
paffion. But they who con1n1it thetn
felves to the direcrion of cafu<ll opi
nions are ttibJect to a va·riety of paffion 
on this fubjeet. Their joys and hopes 
are Self-approbation and Confidence; 
their griefs and fears are Shan1e, Indig
nation, an l Retnorfe. 

Volition is the detennination of the· 
n1ind to follow an Inclination. 

Voliti ')l1 founded on fentiment and 
"ndination conftitt.ltes an Action. 

Every 
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Every ACtion has a n1otive. Evert 
Vuluntary AClion is free. Every Free 
Action is an indication of characrer. 

It is a privilege of tt1e mind to con· 
ten1plate itfelf; to chufe atnong its 
inclinations and fentiments; to fup
prefs what is evil, and cultivate 'vhat 
.is gc od. 

C H A P. III. 

GENERAL lNF £RENCES. 

J. 

CAPAcITY and parts refer to the 
U nder{hmding; arJour and force 

to the I-Ieart; both united conftitute a 
natural fu peri ori ty of charaCter. 

Vehen1ent inclin' tions are the fource 
of activity and ftea iinefs; but extretne 
pafiion of hope or fear, joy or grief, 
interrupt or mifguide our conduCt. 



The properties of mind .have no ana .. 
1ogy to thofe of n1atter-. 

They prefent exifrences of a different 
nd oppofite nature. 

Divifibility is implied in every con· 
ception of tnatter : 

Indivifibility in every fenfe mind ha~ 
of itfelf. 

\Vhat are called faculties of mind 
accordingly are not difrinfr parts of 
a complicated nature, but feparate 
names given to different aets of the 
fame being. 
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Annihilation is unknown in the or- ~ 
der of nature; and mind, not being 
fubject to a diffolution of parts, is phy- k 
fically i1n1nortal. 

PART 
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PART II. 

Of the BEING and ATTRIBUTE~ 
of G 0 D. 

C H P. I. 

Of tlze Exjhnce of G 0 D. 

E believe the exifl:ence of mind, 
as we do that of matrer, in 

f min: con lcquence of certain appectrances 
rtl ~ with which that beli~f is conne~.:ted in 

eparau the frat.Jt· of our n t1re. 
oft~ 

~he or· 

To for1n an :.Jrgutnb1t in pronf of 
the exiften:e of 111ind, is to cu1le.=l: 
fuL 1 ap 1 earances. 

'he a Jpe n··mces, 'vhcn known or 
obferved') are 1 v ys conneded with 
be het: 

beinb Tl1~ ctCtion-; ::1n·l con dud of tuen n ake 
's ph)· knuwn r:w11· Intentions and characters. 

The order an .I procc ·' ing of nature 
tnake known th~ cxifl:ence and attri
but ·s ot God. 

~RT c HA P. 



[ 26 J 

C li A P. II. 

Of the Attributes and Governme1it 
of· GO D. 

THTi'J attributes of Go l1nay be ex
preifed in the tenns, Power, 

\\ ifc1
01TI, .Goo inefs, and Ju!lice. 

By his power all efleCl:s are produ· 
ced ; by his wifdon1, his goodnefs, 
and his juftice, they an=: infall"bly di
rectt d to the b ,[t ends. 

The belief of the exifi:ence of God 
is fou n"i d on the appearances of pro
vidence, an·l implie~ the belief of his 
government. 

As the JV1aterial World is governed 
by the intervention of phyfical infi:ru
tnents, to which \Ve give the natnes of 
Gravitation, Cohejion, Elaflicity, &c. 
The Intellectual \Vorld is governed by 
n1oral ind 1cements, fenfations of plea
fure or pain,judge1nents of approbation 

r di{J." kc, afcetions of love or of I1atred. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 

uermr. G EN E R A L L r F ER E N c E s • 

ly ~ ~ 
Po·~ 
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·e pro:t 

ooani 
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of G 

of~ 
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wer~: 
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ned, 
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batio 

I • 

M AN being inclined to a llllire, to 
love, and obey proper objtd:s, ·t 

follo·ws that religion is natural. 
The expreffions of religion are fixed 

or arbitrary. 
Its fixed expreflions are thofe actions 

which concur with the providence of 
God in promoting the good of his crea
tures. 

Its arbitrary expreffions are the dif
ferent ceremonies, and infl:itutional 
obfcrvances, by which like fenti1nents 
of veneration mJy be expreffed in dif
ferent ages or countries. 

~ .. 
Men are charged on]y with t! e care· 

of chufing Vi' hat is good, ani of doing,. 
what is right. 

Events are referved to GoJ. 
c 2 



The beneficence and the jufi:ice of 
God appearing in the order of his pre
fent governtnent, lead us to believe a 
future ftate of rewards and punifh
tnents. 

MORAL 
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ni 
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p 
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hls r: PIIILOSOPI-I .Y. 
belie1c 

pui' 
I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N. 

ORAL PHILOSOPHY treats of' 
Good and Lvil. 

Any general e}~preffion of 
what is good is a la v in Morality, and 
carrie:; an oblig.ttion to determine the 
£hoice of any fentient and intellectual 
beh1g to which it r"fers. 

The lJws of Morality, relatively to 
tnan, refer either to his .r Jind or to 
hi · ~xternal Con lition and C( n luc0

-o 

An i 1\'loral Philofopny confi ts of two 
parts. 

The firfl: relates to the mind and 
ha p )inefs of Man. 

The fecond to his external conditio1 
. RA: an l condu t, or to the relations and 

d t.es of 1n n in i vil 1fe. 

c 3 PA-R 
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P A R T I. 

Of the MIND and H-APPINE~s- of 

MAN. 

C H A P. r. 

Of p L E A s u R E. 

G 0 o D, relatively to the hmnan 
mind, is expre.ffed in a variety 

of terms ; fuch as, Pleafure, Virtue, 
and Happinefs. 

Pleafure is good, phyfically confider
ed, 'v1thout any reference to its kind, 
meafnre, or cotnparative importance. 

The following are phyfical laws of 
our nature, relative to pleafure and 
pain. 
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The ufe of things falutary and re 
quifite to animal prefervation, is plea- · 

NE!! fant; what is pernicious, is painful. 

onfi~ 

ts k:. 

The fenfe of any perfe<'Hon is plea
fant; of any defect, is painful. 

3· 

Affection is p1eafant ; Hatred is pain ... -
ful. 

4· 

Hope and Joy are pleafant; Grief 
and Fear are pC~inful. But thefe paf
fions, grafted' on affeCtion or h <ltl ed, 
partak"' g;reatly in the nature of the dif
pofition fron1 which they arife. 
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5· 

Exercife of the 1nind or body is plea- . 
fant. 

6. 

Habit, in fome inftances, can change 
the fource of our pleafures or pains. 

CH A P. IT. 

Of V I R T u E. 

I • 

VIRTuE is good, confidered as the 
excellence of n1an's nature, and 

what renders hi1n the objecl: of efieen1 
and of praife. 

Man is by nJture the n1ember of a 
c01n1nunity. His love of that C0111-

nlunity renders him a good n1cn1ber of 
it, and intitles him to praife. 

Virtue is that qualification of fo 1l 
'vhich 
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which fits the individual to procure the 
good of n1ankind. 

The requ1fites to virtue are, Difpo
fition, Skill, Application, and Forc.e. 

Hence Virtue has been divided into 
four branches, correfponding to the 
nun. ber of thefe requifites; viz. 

Juilice, Prudence, 
Te111perance, and rortitude. 
J uH:ice is a difpofition of the mind 

/ favourable to the rights and welfare of 

1naukind. 
Prudence is the ikill and fagacity 

with which n1en chufe their ends, and 
the proper tneans to obtain them. 

Temperance is the power to abil:ain 
fron1 the purfuit of enjoyments that 
recal from the tnore in1ponant engage
tnents of hutnan life. 

Fortitude is the power to 'vithfi:and 
oppofition, difficulty, and danger. 

Virtue is a1 m·oved cf fro 11 a 1 rin
ciple of r~ga .. u to nl,Lnkind; or fro1n 

at 
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an· original difpofition of our nat we, 
leading us to place our excellence in 
qualifications proper to a fucial and 
acrive being. 

This princi pie has, by 111en of fpecu-
ztion, been differently na1ned, and 

d ifferently cb.ffcd, with the proceed
ings of the underfl:andii1g, or with tllofe 
of the heart.. In cotnn1on language it 
is tcrn1ed Reafon, or Confcience. 

C H A P. III. 

Of H A p p I N E s s. 

HAPPINEss, ·whether deno1ninated 
by the names of P leafure, or of 

Virtue, is to every fentient being his 
fiate of leafi: fuffering and greatefr en
joyn~ent. 

Of neceifary pains the leafi: is to be· 
chofen ; and of incompatible pleafures, 
the greatefi:. 

Continual fear is a greater pain than 
any. 

1l 
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any tnisfortune. Courage therefore is 
a principal requifite to happinefs. 

The pleafures of fenfe are n1ean and 
tranfient, co1npared to thofe of affec
tion and of conduct. 

It is ha ppinefs to be free frotn fear 
and difgufi, from envy and jealoufy ; 
to entertain the beft affections, Huina
nity, Friendihip, and Love; that is, 
to be engaged in the purfuit of the befi: 
objec1, the good of 1nankind. 

The excellence of man, his greatefi: 
plcafure, and his happinefs, are the 
fan1e. 

The choice of names, of however 
little apparent effed in philofi1phy, 
leads fo1netin1es. to the rnoft important 

ninate, confequences. 

11 or m The feels that expreifed happinefs 
ing llii under the natne of Pleafi:-re, were led 
rtefr en· to prefer eafe, anitnal enjoyment, and 
r .floth. 

s to~ They 'vho expreifed it by the nan1e 
~afure)1 of Virtue, preferred activity, courage, 
r and the higher enjoylnents of the 
• n than heart . 

J"he 



The enjoyn1ents of the voluptuous 
tern1inate in fenfuality, becaufe atten
tion to n1ere pleafure, if not defeated 
by te1nper, precludes admiration, af-
fection, and exertion of mind. 0 

Senfuality tern1inates in languor and 

:floth. 
\Vhere pleafures of the tnincl and 

the heart are tnofl: fenfibly felt, the ex
ter~1al i11·trks of enjoyment are, ACtivi
ty, Beneficence, and Courage. 

PART 
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P A ·R T II. 

Of the laws of Morality relative ... 
mar: 1 y to ExTERN A L CoNDITIoN s 

inn r 
the~· 

and CoNDUCT. 

M, GE N ERAL DIVISION~ · 

EXTERN A L condition a11d conduct 
have a reference to individuals, or 

to eo] leCl:i ve bodies. 
The condition and conduct of indi

:viduals are the fubjecrs uf Ethics. 
The condition and conducl of col

lective bodies are ·the fubjects of Poli
tics. 

C H A P. I. 

Of E T H I c s . 

>AR: ETHICS confiftoftwoparts; Cafuift
ry~ and Jurifprudence. 

D SECT. 



SECT. I. 

Of c A s u I s T .R y • 

t. 

CAsu r s TRY treats of the fi:ations, 
mannen, and duties of men. 

2. 

Under the head of ftation are indu· 
ded fortune and rank. 

Fortune implies property; and re· 
fers to the unequal meafure of things, 
tending to animal enjoytnent and fafety. 

The ufes of fortune are fubfiftence 
and beneficence. Unequal fortune 
1nay be equally well or ill employed; 
and is conneCt:ed with happinefs or mi· 
fery, fo far as it gives occafion to 

conduct, and is the fubjec9: of opinion 
and fancy. 

Rank is the ftation of the individual 
relatively to other tnen. 

A rank is conitituted by fortune, 
birth, and character. 

Fortune 
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Fortune derives rank fron1 the opi-

nion an~.t \..,cpendence of others. 
Birth derives rank frotn the lufire of. 

anceit:ors. 
CharaCter is the ground of eftima

t ion, and n1ay raife ur fink n1en to the 
rank in which they are qualified to a~. 

Good con iucr and happinefs are not 
peculiar to any fl:ation. 

Manners are the external expreffion 
·;an, of a charad:er that fubfift:s in the tnind 
of tn and the heart. 
ndl~ Like other external figns of difpofi-

• bilfit tion and n1eaning, manners have either 
fort an arbitrary or a natural conneCtion 
plo)• with the difpofition fignified. 

efs orr Manners of the firit kind depend 
cafion 1nerdy on cuH:on1; and fluctuate, like 
f opin. language, or any other arbitrary inH:i-

tutwn. 
divim IV1anners of the fecond kind are fuch 

appearances and conduct as men of cer
fortu: tain difpofitions. naturally ~fiun1e. 

D 2 . Man~ 
Fort~ 



Manners founded in nature are fome
times varied by cufi01n, infomuch 
that different nations or ages require a 
different afpecr, carriage, and conduCt, 
in expreffion of the f£une difpofition. 

A conduCt ttnding to the good of 
1nankind is invariably right, independ
~nt of opinion or cullo1n. 

F.ven in cafe of arbitrary manners> 
-we are bound, when the good of man
l,ind will permit, to obferve thofe of 
our country, as 've fpeak its language, 
or wear its drefs. 

Duties may be cenfidered as tern1ina· 
ting either in the perfon acting, and 
are decent or proper; or as having in
fluence on others, and are beneficent 
orinnocent. 1 

Decency of conduct is its agreeable
nef.c; to the opinion of others. 

Propriety of conduct is its fuitable
nefs to our nature, fiation, and for-· 
tune. 

In· 
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Innocence is the confiH:ency of out~ 

coll'lud with the welfare of others. 
Beneficence is its tendency to pro-

111ote that welfare. 
~he eilabLihment of general rules

relating to duties is a principal object 
ot cafuiftry. But the be it direl:to1 yt 

in hwnan life is the difpoiition fr01n 
'\vhich thofe duties proceed. 

s E c T. II. 

Of JuRISPRUDENCE. 

I. 

JuRIs PRuDENcE treats of the con

dud of 1ncn in its reference to the. 
rights of others. 

1t confifts of two parts. The firfl: 
relates to the n1anner in which th(! 
rights of n1en are conititutec . 

The fecond, to the manner in which. 
thofe rights n1ay be vindicated. 

2. 

The apprehenfion of a right is fm.Jn'"l
ed in the defir~ of every fenfitive bd1Jg 
o prcferve and to defend hi1nfelf. 

D 3 Th~, 
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The rights of 1nen are confi:ituted 

either in the perfon or in things, and 
are faid to be perfonal or real. 

Per fond rights include fafety, free
donJ, and the ufe of talents. 

Real rights include co1nmonty, pof .. 
fefiion, property, and fervice. 

Rights are confrituted by the origi
nal appoint1nent of nature, or the fub
fequent proceedings of 1nen ; and are 
original or adventitious. 

Safety, freedom, the ufe of talents, 
poffeffion, and co1nmonty, are original 
rights. 

Property and fervice are adventitious. 

3· 
Property is an exclufi ve right to the 

ufe of things. 
Of things, fome are not fubjects of 

property ; others pertain to comn1U
nities; and others to individuals. 

4· 
Servke is a dght to the aid and at

tendance of others. 
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5· 

Adventitious rights arife fro1n con
traCt, occupancy, labour, or forfeiture . 

ContraCts are confl::ituted by pron1ife 
and acceptance. 

Contracts are binding, becaufe to 
raife and to frufi:rate an expeaation is 
an injury. 

They do not bind in favour of a par
ty that has failed on his part, or in cafe 
of a condition that has not taken place. 

They are rendered void by the ex
ceptions of force, fraud, or injuftice. 

Occupancy confifl:s in the prior and 
continued ufe of a fubjecr. 

Forfeiture refers to a right acquired 
in reparation of a damage fu1l:ained. 

6. 

Property n1ay be acquired by occu
pancy and labour. It nu1y be transfer
red by contract or forfeiture. 

The will of a deceafcd proprietor 
does not convey a right of property. 

A 
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A right to fcrvice is acquired by con-

traCt or forfe~ture. . 
No right to fervice can amount to 

property in the perfon of the fervant:. 
ilavery therefore has no fuund:ttion in 
juftice. 

7· 

The rights of n1en may be n1aintain
ed by perfuafion, firat~1gem, or fdrce. 

Parties tnay act ei the.r as princi als or 
auxiliaries in n1aintaining a right. 
- Stratagetn and fo~·~e are la\ ful : 

1jl, \Vhere 1-'arties have not ftipula
ted, as in civil fc>ciety, to fubmi t their 
diflerences. 

2dly, 'V here an a"icl ftipulated cannot 
be obtaihed. 

3dly, \Vhere milder methods actually 
have failed, or are not likely to fucceed. 

8. 

The condition in 'vhich parties are 
reduced 
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reduced to the ufe of Hratagem an,t 
force, is the 1tate of war. 

The laws of war are, 
1. A '\Tong apprehended n1ay be 

prevented by ihatagem or force. 
2. An afLl1lt n1ay be repelled. 
3. A da1nage fuftained gives a right 

to r paration. 
4. Reparation is in juftice propor-

tr tioned to the datnage fuit~ined. 

C H A P. II. 

Of p 0 L I T I c s. 

GENERAL DIVISION. 

poLITics treat of nations and col-· 
] ecl:i ve bodies. 

A nation is any company or fociety 
of 1nen aCl:ing by c:_oncert, or under a . 
con1n1on direction. 

The united force and direCl:ion of 
numbers is tern1ed the State. 

State 



States 1nay be confidered with a view 
to their refources, or to their forn1. 

The firfi is the fubjecr of public a::-

conomy. 
The fecond, of government. 

s E c T. I. 

Of puB L I c 0 E c 0 N 0 il y . 

I • 

PuBLIC OEcoNO-¥Y refers to na
tional 'vealth and revenue. 

Nations are rich by poffeffing in a
bundance the 1neans of fubfifrence, or 
'vhat 1nay be exchanged for fuch n1eans. 

Riches depend on the poffeffion of 
lands, materials, indu!try, .fkill, and 
nun1bers of people. 

2.. 

Nations acquire land or territory by 
conqueH:, cafual coaljtions, or colo
nies. 
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They difcover tnaterials by continue-d 
obfervation and trials. 

4· 

They becotne induftrious by a habit 
grafted on the fenfe of utility and fafety. 

5· 

They become fkilful by continued 
application, and by fubdividing arts and 
profeffions. 

wJ Comtuerce being the exchange of 
c01nmodities, is neceifary to the fubdi
vifion of arts. 

Commerce confifts of barter, or of 
pur chafe and fa le. 

Purchafe and tale requires a mode 
of valuation, and the ufe of money. 

o; Money is a commodity of univerfal 
~ demand, taken in exchange for any o

ther con1modity. 

-Money 



'Money in coin is this comtnodity di

·vided into parts of a fixed quantity, 
and received in tale on the faith of a 

(tamp applied by the public. 
The tnofi: convenient co1nn1odities 

for the purpofes of coin are the precious 

metals. 
Bills are obligations to pay a fpecified 

Yalue in tnoney. 
Comn1erce n1ay redound to the pro

fit of all parties concerned, by enabling 
each to in1prove his peculiar tnaterial, 
or to pUl·fue his pt>culiar art. · 

That party gains n1o£t by con1merce 
who receives the 1nore ufeful cOinmo
dity, and '\rho, to carry on his trade, 
is en1ployed in the more healthy and 
leaft corrupting occupations. 

6. 

Nations becotne populous in propor
tion to the 1neans of fubfiitence they 
0ffer and fecure to their people. 
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Wealth in the po.ffeffion of indivi· 
, ·duals is a national or public refource. 

That part of the wealth of indivi
duals which is exacted for national pur
pofes is the public revenue. 

Revenue 111ay be proportioned to 
the numbers, 'vealth, and frugality, 
·of a people. 

It is levied by taxes. 
Taxes are of four kinds. 
Capitation, .Affeffinent, Cujl01ns, 

.and Excife. 
C2pitation is a tax impofed on every 

individual, and falls eq 1ally on he 
poor and the rich. 

Aifeffi11ents re proportio11ed to the 
fi p ofed frock in 1 nd, tnoney, or 
good. 

Cu!l:oms are a tax on goods in 
commerce. 

Exdfe is a tax on confumption. 
Cufl:oms n1ay be fo levied as to di-

rect or to litnit COlTilUerce. 
E Excife 
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£xcife has a tendency to limit con

fumption, and a.ffeets either the quan
tity or the quality of goods confumed. 

8. 

National force is proportioned to the 
refources, difcipline, and character of 
~ people. 

sE c T. IL 
tt. 

Of GoVERNME TT. fu: 

I. fu 

GovERN Mi.NT is founded on .fub- to 

.ordination. 
Subordinati0n is the relation in 

v1hich men acting as a body are placed 
to each other. 

t is either cafual or inftitutional. 



[ SI J 

2. 

Cafual fubordination is the 111ere dif., 
tribution frank, founded on Fortune 

1 

CharaCler, and Birth. 

Infi:itutional fubordination is tlie 
aClual diftribution of po,ver. 

Power is any part of the force of the 
ftate, committed to the direcrion of 
certain perfons, for the perforn1ance of 
fome public funcrion. 

Perfons intrufted with public func
tions are tenned Magif!rates. 

\Vhoever is intrufted to perfonn, or 
on; to deh.:gate every funfl:ion of the fi:ate, 

is the iovereign, or fupren1e 111agiftrate. 
ati~ Public fun8:ions are of three kinds. 
e p' Legijlation, Juri.fdiClion, and Execu-_ 

tiou. 
on~· 

4· 
Legiilation is the expreffing of the 

~vill of the fl:ate, for the future direc
t tion of its Inetnbers. 

E 2 Laws 
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Laws are either adopted from cu
ftonJ, or -enaCl:eJ by ftatute. 

They refer either to the n1ode of 
fubordination, to civil rights, or to 
the fuppreffion of crimes; and are faid 
to be Political, Civil, or Critninal. 

Political laws define the relative 
right of 1nagiftrate and fubjecr. 

Civil laws define the relative rights 
of private parties. 

Crin1inalla·ws direCl: the proceedings 
of the magiftrate in fuppreffing crimes. 

S· 
Jurifdiction is the interpretation of 

the ' ill of the ftate, and its application 
to particular cafes. 

6. 

Execution is the acrual application 
of the public force, to defend the ftate, 
or give effect to its laws. 

Exc.cution > 1 elatively to the firft ob
• ea:, fhould be directed by the law of 

nations; 
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d tr;. nations; relatively to the fecond, by 
tlie municipal law of the country. 
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7· 

The refult of wife legiflation, jurif
dicHon, and execution, is Yublic Li
b~ey. . 

Liberty is the fecurity of rights. 
A conftitution is faid to be free, 

when ita forms are cakulated to pre
ferve the rights of the fuhject. 

SubjeCts are faid to be free, when 
they actually enjoy thofe rights. 

8. 

The form of govern1nent is confi:itun 
ted by the tnanner in \ , 11· eh the £ ve
reignty is exercifed, by one, by :ietea: 
11t1n1bers, or by the co1leel1 body. . 

The title of a fovereign to rul is 
founded either in compad·, or in that 
right w hi eh all parties have to do good 
to the utmoft extent of their po,ver. 

E 3 9 
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Governments are either Sinzple or 
Mixed. 

Silnple governments are thofe under 
·which f(•verejgnty is exerdfed by or in 
the nan1e of fome fingle power. 

They are of three kinds; Republic, 
Monarchy., and Dtfj;oti.fm. 

In republics the fovereign puwer is 
exercifed by numbers. 

Ijl, By the collective body, as in de
mocracy. 'Here 1nen act on 1naxi1ns of 
equalhy, and the fiate is fupported by 
the r ifinterefl::td zeal of its men .bers. 

2dly, By a particular order, or feleCl: 
n 1111ber, as in ariftocracy: Men are 
difi:inguiihed into two claifes, and the 
frate is fupported by the iteadinefs and 
n nderation of the fuperior order. 

Monarchy is that in which a fingle 
perfon exerci fes the .f(>verei::,nty accor-· 
ding to fixt laws and infi:itutions. 

There is a continued gradation of 
ranks; and the ftate is fupported by 

the 
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the regard of individuals for the ma
xilns and honours of their !tation. 

Defpotifm is that in \Vhich a fingle 
perfon governs by force, \Vithout any 
law or litnitation. Subjects are held to 
be equal, except fo far as the fovereign 
is plea fed to di!l:inguifu then1 by h · s 
temporary \Vill. The ftate is fupport
ed by the fear of punifh1nent. 

10. 

Mixed governtnents are thofe in 
'which the fovereignty is exercifed in 
parts by a plur~ lity of collateral po·wers, 
as King, Nobles, and People. 

M en are fep~rated into diterent or
ders and claffi s ; an the 1 .ate · s fu~1-
ported by the balance of ppofite inter
efts and princi pies. 

F I N I S. 




