
STATEHENT BY 

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY, HAILE SELASSIE I 
EMPEROR OF ETHIOPIA 

McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL, CANADA 
June 5 

Mr. ~:i:neipal and--V4.~ Chancellor, t! fc . 

The symbolic act of your University ln to-day conferring its highest 
honours upon the representative of another people and another tradition is 
indeed memorable. The true universality of this great Canadian University 
has becm expressed in the highest tradition of learning. Difficult as it is 
to single out a particular expresslon of the universality of McGill, I am 
sure, Sir, you will recognize my wish to pay tribute to thf3 groat contribution 
of the University in the field of Medicine, and most recently in Neurology. 
The splendid work of Professor Penfield and his colleagues has been of world
wide significance. Perha-os Hr, Penfield w,pflt4 not take it amiss if I were to a, 1"" "t(< cca...fit •t , .... .....,_, .......... &J' ~.,.. • . 
suggest that, in him, Jf'1cu1ll has maue magni icent use of her pecul1ar gen1us 
to combine the bost expression of Canadian, f..merican 8.nd British scholarship·. 

S""/r-
You have referred, Mr Pr:hneifa-±, most generously to the interest 

and support I have been able to provide for the development of higher educa
tion in my own country. In that effort, I have enjoyed the assistance and 
devoted service of many Ce.nadiens. lt!hen the national University is opened 
in Addis Ababa in the near future, it will most valuably enjoy the servi.ces 
of Canadian teachers and professors. They HHl find expression in Ethiopia 
for the vigour and enthusiasm of your young country, through the discipline 
and tenacity of the great traditions of l earning you have so well and so 
firmly established at HcGill. · 

I am also confident that the harmony and mutual sympathy of our 
schoJ.ars and our universities 1-ri.ll continue to be matched in the close and 
friendly cooperation of the Ethiopian and Canadian Governments, united as 
they have so constantly b<:en in loyalty to common ideals, and unitE:d even 
as firmly in the unending task of cre&ting and perfecting the international 
institutions to establish and secure them. 

-oOo-
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