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TR FIC T SOC EFTY r IN DO
LOCLOGICAL IETY OF LONDO}
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{
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!
DR. A GUNTHER, RS ‘\‘I('x'-]’J‘w\'uTr‘Ji;, i the Chair,
The SuoreTany read g réport on the additions that had h
made to the Soc iety’s [enagerie during the month of December,
73, and called special attention to a female Unager, or Wild
Ass, presented to the Soc: ty by Capt. Hengy Lowrner Nuy
and a pair of the new Japanese ."?fur]\.-;f\'('umg/{: boye tana), brought
home by Mr. R. SWINTIOz, and presented to the Societv by Mr
i B 0 3 Boveg, Chief of H. M. Office of Works at Shanghaji,
['he ECRETARY algo called the attention of the Meeting to a
l :="51' of the ."ﬂ\")‘!t'-’_ \\.Jil{ Cat (F ¥ torquata of Jerdon s wh
} had been presented to the Soci ty by Capt. J. J. Bra AW, wh
i
l ud taken them as kittens n the Sei Valley, Cashmere
Dr. A. Leit Apans xhibited and made remar s on the Horns
I' a feral race of Capra Fircus, from the Old Head of Kingalse,
| fhe Horns were very remarkable their large size and v, y
close ]‘;-—.r‘j_"':‘ imce to EJ.I- e of {'L»-_«,‘(_f CYaATrus.
|
|




Mr. P. L. ScraTer, F.R.S., read a gynopsis on the species of
the genus Synallazis, of the family Deudrocolapiide.  'The
specimens of this difficult group in nearly all the principal col-
lections of HEurope and America had been examined, and the
existence of 58 species ascertained, besides three of which the
types were not accessible, and which were considered to be
doubtful.

Mr. Georae Busk, F.R.S., read a paper on a New British
Polyzoon, proposed to be called Lleppuria egertont, after Sir Pmizie
Eaerroxn, who had discovered it growing upon the carapace of a
specimen of Gonoplaz angulatus, dredged up at Berehaven in the
course of last summer.

Mr. Aurrep Bawpers, F.Z.8., read a series of notes on the

myology of Phrynosoma coronatum.

A communication was read from Dr. J. E. G rRAY, F.R.S., con-
taining a description of the Steppe-Cat of Bokhara, which he

roposed to designate Chaus caudatus.
I g

Sir Vicror Brooxe, Bart., F.Z.8., read a paper on SCLATER’s
Muntjac and other species of the genus Cervulus. In pointing
out the distinctions which characterize the three existing species,
Cervulus muntjae, C. sclater: and (. reevesit, the author showed
C. sclateri, the species of most northern range, to be intermediate
in specific characters and size between the two others. Sir
Vicror pointed out an advance in the specialization of the tarsus
of Cervulus not hitherto observed. In this genus the navicular,
cuboid and second and third cuneiform bones were anchylosed
together and formed one single bone, the first cuneiform being

represented by a very small and separate bone.




A second paper by Sir Vicror Brooxe contained the descrip-
tion of a new species of Deer from Persia, a pair of horns
of which he had received from Major Jones, H.B.M. Consul
Tabreez in Persia, and which he proposed to call Cervus mesopo-

tamicus.

Major H. H. Gopwix Avsriy read a paper on some birds
obtained by him in 1872-73 along the main water shed of the
Brahmaputra and Irrawaddy Rivers. Of these ten were con-

sidered as new to science, viz. :—Sitla Nagensis, Garrulaz gal-

banus, G. albosuperciliaris, Trochalopteron cineraceum, T virgatum,
Actinodura waldent, Layardia robiginosa, Prinia rufula, Cisticola

munipurensis, Munia subundulata.
iy ]

Mr. GarroD made some remarks upon the morbid symptoms
presented by the Indian Rhinoceros that had lately died in the

Society’s Gardens, and upon certain points in its anatomy.

Mr. Epwyny C. Reep communicated g paper on the Chilian

species of the Coleopterous families Creindelida and Carabide.

Tue next Meeting of the Society for Scientific business, will
be held at the Society’s House, in Hanover Square, on Tuesday,
the 20th of January, 1874, at half-past Eight o’clock, p.m.,

when the following communications will be made :—

1.—Dr. Orro Finscu.—On Psittacula andicola, an apparently new species

of Parrot from Eastern Peru. (Received 29th November, 1873.)

2.—Major O. B. C, Sr. Jonxn, F Z.8.—Note on Oryw beatrin. (Received

3rd December, 1873.)

3.— Mr. Epwarp R, ArstoN, F.Z.S.—On g new species of Pturo

Pamoa. (Received 4th December, 1873,




The following papers remain on hand :

1.—Dr. Orro Fixsci.—On a new species of Fruit Pige

Island of Rapa or Opara. (Received 30th November, 1873.)

9.—Mr. A. G. BurLer.—List of the species of Fulgora, with des

1e collection of the British Museum. (Received 9

cember, 1873.)

3.—Mr., Hersert DrucE.—A list of the Lepidopterous Insects collected
by Mr. L. Layard, at Chentaboon, Siam, with descriptions of new species.
(Received 23rd December, 1873.)

{.— M. L. Taczanowskr.—Descriptions of new species of Birds disco-
vered in Pern by M. Constantin Jelski. (Rece ived 30th December, 1873.)

la fulvesecens, Gravy,

5.—Mr. W. Epwin Brooks, C.E.—Notes upon Aq

and some other species of the genus Aquila. (Received 8rd January, 1874.)

6 —Dr. Cosporp, F.R.S.—Notes on Entozoa, Part II. (Received 2nd

1

Communications intended for the Scientific Me

1} o

10 Zooroaicar Soctery or Loxpox, should be addressed to the
1

undersigned :(—

P. L. SCLATER, Secreta

11, Hanover Square, London, W,

7th January, 1874.
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PREFACE.

In consequence of the time that the careful compila-
tion of an Index will take, and other circumstances, the
Author has been induced to issue the Second Volume in
two parts. This will be attended with great additional ex-
pense to the Author; but, in consideration of the numerous
observers, now fortunately scattered over the country, who
are anxious for the early appearance of the Work, the
Author has not grudged it.

The concluding part will, he hopes, be issued in a few

months.
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Sub-fam. Trmaniyz; Babbling Thrushes.

Syn. Crateropodine, Swains.—Timalide, Bonap.— Liotrichide,
Caban., and Van Hoeven (in part).

Legs and feet stout and large ; bill various in form and length,
almost always compressed, usually notched ; wings short and
rounded ; tail largish, graduated ; plumage often lax.

This family presents a larce assemblage of birds of diverse and
varied aspect; some with short and thick bills ; a few with long
and curved beaks; others with this orcan moderate and Thrush-like.
In fact, we have represented here, as far as the beak is concerned,
Thrushes, Shrikes, Jays, Finches, Titmice, and Tree-creepers.
Their most characteristic features are their strong legs and feet,
combined with a short rounded wing, and a compressed bill.
Their colors are usually plain and sombre, in one group varied
with some richer tints, Their habits correspond with their strue-
tural details. They are mostly social, or even gregarious; they
are a good deal on the ground, on which they hop vigorously, or
climb with facility through tangled thickets or reeds; and their
food is both insects, fruits, and grain. The majority of those,
with whose habits we are familiar, lay blue eggs. The sexes
rarely differ, if at all, and the young are clothed much as the
parent birds, only somewhat duller. The greater number of the
species, as at present recognized, are Asiatic, chiefly from India
and Malayana ; and it is only of late years that most of them
have been made known to science. They extend through the

Gastern Isles to Australia and New Zealand ; several are African ;
and possibly many birds of the New Continent may be found to
associate naturally with the birds of this group.

Swainson was the first naturalist who seized on their peculi-
arities of structure, and named them Crateropodine, a name which
perhaps ought to be retained. DBonaparte, in his Conspectus,

A
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CGen. Parapoxornis, Gould

Syn. Bathyrhynchus, MecLell.— Heteromorpha, Hodgson (partly).
(i'/'mr.——lﬂill short, stout, as high at the base as long; culmen
much curved, compressed on the sides, blunt, sinuated on the
margin; nostrils small, round, concealed by setaceous feathers;
I-lctl‘l;i with a few slender bristles ; wings feeble, rounded, the 6th
quill longest, the four first graduated ; tail long, firm, graduated ;
lees and feet very stout; tarsus nearly entire ; lateral toes equal ;
hind toe and claw large ; claws all freely curved ; the middle toe

not much elongated ; plumage soft and lax.

The birds composing this curious genus differ somewhat in the
form of the bill and wing, and one of them has been classed
separately by Gray ; but I think that, with the exception perhaps of
Heteromorpha, they range better together than if each peculiarity is
made to constitute a sub-genus. The present genus is characterized

by the deep sinuation of the tomiw of the mandibles.

373. Paradoxornis flavirostris, Gourp.

P. Z. S., 1836, 17—Iorsr., Cat. 609—GouLD, Icones, pl. 1.—
Birds of Asia, Part VI., pl. - 8.—Bathyrhynchus brevirostris,
McLELLAND.

Tee YELLOW-BILLED FINCH-THRUSH.

Descr.—Above, the head and hind neck pale rufous; back,
wings, and tail, dull olive-brown ; cheeks and riu'nui; white, with small

black spots ; ear-coverts and a gular band, black; beneath, pale

earthy rufescent. One (female) specimen wants the black gular
band, and has the white of the lower’ parts rufescent-white, with
some brown spots on the throat and breast.

Bill bright yellow; legs plumbeous ; irides red brown. Length
8% inches; wing 3% ; t:ul 3%; bill at front §, nearly as deep at the
base ; tarsus 1;%

I have only procured this very interesting bird on the Khasia
bills, at an elevation of above 5,000 feet, in a pine wood, and
found that it had partaken of various seeds. There were two or
three young birds in company with the parents, one of which I
also shot, and found that it closely resembled the old birds in

plumage. They were rather shy, though they did not conceal

b
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themselves in the manner of the Garrulaz group, but flew from
tree to tree. MecLelland obtained his only specimen in Assam,
very probably on the Khasia hills; and Hodgson has also procured

it in the Sikhim Terai, and Nepal.
374. Paradoxornis gularis, HorsrieLp.

HorsFierLp, MSS.—GraAY, Genera of birds, pl. 94, f. 2—
GouLp, Birds of Asia, Part VL., pl. 10.—P. caniceps, BrLyrn—
Heteromorpha, apud Bryrm, Cat. 528—Horsr.,, Cat. 612—
Chongto-phep-pho, L()pc]l.

THE HOARY-HEADED FINCH-THRUSH.

Descr.—Above rufescent brown; head pure grey, with a black
superciliary line, commencing with the nostrils; beneath white,
with the chin black.

Bill yellow; legs and feet plumbeous; the claws pale; irides
light brown. Length 6 inches; wing 3%; tail 3; bill at front 1
inch mnearly; tarsus 1. The wing in this species is proportionally
longer, and the hind toe is very large.

I procured this bird at Darjeeling, where, however, it is rare,
and it is found at from 3,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. It has

also been sent from Bootan.

375. Paradoxornis ruficeps, Bryra.

J. A. S, XI, 177, and XII., 1010, with a figure—HORSF.,
Cat. 611—Heteromorpha, apud BryrH, Cat. 527—GRrAY Genera
of Birds, pl. 94, f. 1—GouLD, Birds of Asia, Part VL, pl. 11.—
Chongto-phep-pho, Lepch.

THE RED-HEADED FINCH-THRUSH.

Head, cheeks, ear-coverts, nape, and sides of mneck, bright
rufous; the rest of the upper plumage olive-brown, darker, and
tinged with rufous on the wings; beneath, white, a little sullied
with fulvescent on the neck and flanks.

Bill, with the upper mandible, horny brown, the lower one pale
yellowish; legs plumbeous; irides red brown; orbitar skin pale
blue. Length about 7} inches; wing 3

[}

L; tail 3%; bill at front %

inch, §th deep ; tarsus above 1 inch.
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This s \wmc differs somewhat from the two last by its less com-
pressed | bill, which is also less <inuated at the margin ; and Blyth,
at one time, classed it as a Heteromorpha.  Gray, moreover, sepas
rates it from Paradoxornis, appropriating for it McLelland’s name

Bathyclynchus.

It is\i‘mmfi in the hilly regions of X('}}:Ll. Silkhim, Bootan, the
Khasia hills, extending into Arrakan. 1 have procured it both at
Darjeeling, and on the Khasia hills, and found it in dense bamboo
jungle, feeding on the seeds which ripened this year (1862) over
a larce extent of the hills. Whilst feeding on the bamboos, 1n
small parties, it did not shun observation, but on being followed
soon concealed itself. Tickell saw this bird at Ging, near Darjeel-
ing, and found it feeding on grain, maize, rice, and buck-wheat.
«]t perches,” says that naturalist, * on the top of high trees, as well
as bushes, \\11( n off its feed, and in fact shows nothing, in its man-
ners, of the thicket-loving, skulking habit of the Crateropodines.”
In the few opportunities I ] had of observing it, I saw nothing opposed
to the view of its being placed in this family, and several undoubt-
od members of the Zimaline, viz., the Malacocerci, ave great grain-
caters.

Gen. HETEROMORPIHA, Hodgson.

Char. —Similar to the last, but the bill with the margin straight;
the head crested.

This sub-genus, applied by Hodgson also to the other species
of Paradoxornis, is retained as distinet by Gray for this :‘-'1}(:(:10%;
and from its form, and the mode of coloration, [ am inclined to

\

accept it.

376. Heteromorpha unicolor, Hobasox.

J. A. S., XII, 448, with ficure—Iorsr., Cat. 610—GoULD,
Birds of Asia, Part \ i., pl. 9—Lho-ramuio-pho, Lepch., 1. e, the
Mountain Actinodura.

Tae BrowN FINCH-THRUSH.

Deser.—Throughout of an ashy olive-brown, brightest on the
head, wings, and tail ; head with full but short crest.
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Bill orange- }clh)w s leos slaty-ovey ; irides brown. Length 73
o
)

inches ; wing 3% ; tail 4 ; bill at front 1% ; tarsus 1&.
This pl: -1111 -coloured Finch-thrush is not distantly allied to Conos-
toma u‘mutfﬂmr. [ 1C ] "1‘ LS (.1:1 ]-url‘ 1}ll'tlri h'\-' Illt‘ same name,

Hima-

3

and both are peculiar to the more elevated regions of tl

.

Jayas, and have not been procured elsewhe
T pie e g T e S RO T
Hodoson states that it is found in the higher regions of Nepal,

dwelline in thick brushwood, frequently alighting on the ground,

but also feedine on trees, on bues and other insects, in small

flocks, and not noisy. I procured a single specimen from Mount

Tongloo, near Darjeeling; 10,000 feet high.

D Krar /338 -f-32
Gen. Curnruasicus, Blyth, .« /. £.5. 8. %17 /5 &a

Char.—DBill much as in Paradoxornis, but shorter, wider, and P"/ﬂé,’uo
/).

. 1 .
more l.l‘.[ill(l on tiae s

'his genus is now included by Blyth and Horsfield in Suthora ;

but I think that it is more allied to the last group than to the

Tit-like members of that genus, and the sole s
N

much the colors of P. ruficeps.

secies has very

v 10 e Y wrr
Chleunasicus ruficeps, Bryrs.

J. \ DN / 8—DBLy TH, Cat. ‘“—\hr!uf/ \J—!m /1-‘1.”; Lc'n.u.

Tar Rep-uegapeED Trr-THRUGSH.

Head and neck bright ferruginous; the rest of the upper

])[1“1111_:\: (,):1\’(;'1)1'“‘-.\'11, more or less i:lcl;um'_\' towards ['(-1-“1.;-]“““5’

Si)&".'i:LH_\' on the shoulder of the \\m\_‘, entire under parts white.
Bill whitish horny; legs greenish plumbeous; irides red-brown.

Length 5% inches; wing 2§; tail 234 bill at front 3 ; tarsus Z.

This bird has only yet been procured in Sikhim. I got it at

Darjeeling, but had no opportunity of observing its habits.

Gen., Suriora, Hodgson.
Syn.— ZLemnoris and Hemirlynchus, Hodgson (postea).

Char,—Bill very short and stout, as hizh and nearly as wide as
- long; ridge much curved; the sidesslightly tumid ; rictus smooth;
nostrils concealed by plumes; wings short, muudcd, 6th qull
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ail rather long, oraduated, feeble ; tarsus long, smooth ;

longest ; ¢
nails compressed and acute, hind toe stout ; outer toe

toes short ;
slightly longer than the inner.

liu-. remarkable group of small birds cannot, I think, be sepa-
rated from the last series, as is done by Gray and others, for they
are distinetly connected to Paradoxornis by Chleuasicus. Gray,
Horsfield, and Blyth, however, agree in placing them among the
Parine, near the long-tailed Tit-mouse and Panurus biarmicus, as
does Hodgson, though he asserts their relationship with Heieromor-
pha, &c. But it appears to me questionable if the bearded
Tit-mouse really belongs to the Parine, for it differs from them
by ifs short wings, large legs and feet, short tumid bill, and
dehse plumage; and, in these points, certainly agrees with
Suthora. Bonaparte, indeed, in his Conspectus, placed Suthora

among his Leiotrichine, w ith Paradoxornis d}lil Conostoma.

378. Suthora mpculenms Honasox.

Ind. Rev. 2, p. 32—Bryrn, Cat. 530 —HoRs¥F.,, Cat. 613.—

MTemnoris atrifrons, Hopas., P. Z. S., 1845—GouLp, Birds

Asia, pl. upper figure—Suthora, Nipal.

Toe BLACK-FRONTED TiT-THRUSH.

Descr.—Crown bright fulvous, passing to duller fulvous on the
back; forehead, and a broad streak over the eyesto the mape,
black ; lores and sides of the face, with the plumes growing from
the base of the lower mandible, pure white} 0;11‘-@\'(;1'15, and a
spot behind the eye, below the black streak, bright fulvous ; below
the ear-coverts, and the sides of the neck, pure ash, paler on the
breast, and passing to white on the abdomen; chin and throat
black, with whitish margins; wings dark brown, the first two or
three quills edged with white, the next two or three with. rufous,
and the remainder edged throughout their entire length with the
same colour, but of a deeper hue; tail bright cinnamon brown,
edged externally with rufous; the inner webs dusky.

Bill black, bluish at the base; legs fleshy white; irides brown.

Length 4} inches; wing 2; tail 2}; bill ; tarsus 3.
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Gould has figured two varieties, one with ashy crown and white
cheeks, the other with rufous crown and ear-coverts: Are these
the different sexes?

This bird inhabits the Central and Northern regions of Nepal
and Sikim. It associates, says Hodgson, in small flocks; frequenting
the brushwood and tall grass, and has the manners and food of

Parus. I only obtained one specimen near Darjeeling.

379. Suthora poliotis, Bryrm.

J.A. S, XX, 122—Hogrsr., Cat. 615—S. Nipalensis, apud

GouLp,;Birds of Asia, pl. (the two lower figures).
TaE AsH-EARED TIT-THRUSH.

Deser.—Crown of head, and back of neck, brownish grey; the
ear-coverts and sides of the neck grey; face, and superciliary
stripe, white, bounded above by a broad black line; rest of the
upper plumage rusty red; wings as” in the last; beneath, the
chin barred with black and rust colour, the rest of the lower
plumage uniform rusty.

311l blackish ; legs fleshy. Dimensions of the last.

The Ash-eared Tit-thrush has been found in Nepal, and also in
the Khasia hills.

380. Suthora fulvifrons, Hobpasox.

J. AS., XV., 579—BryTH, Cat. 531—HorsF., Cat. 614—Tem-
noris Nipalensis, Hopeson, J. A. §,, XIIIL,, 450, with figure—
GouLp, Birds of Asia, pl. 61.

Tae FULVOUS-FRONTED TIT-THRUSH.

Upper parts light rufescent brown, inclining to fulvous on the

forehead, throat, and breast; a pale dusky streak on each sin- ﬂ"”;, J
. ot J. 2,
ciput; secondaries, and the base of the caudals, broadly margined oy

with bright chesnut-fulvous; the belly and flanks .1“)(*~LC¥ greyish. ,
)

iR g
Bill p:Llu', legs licht brown, Length 5 inches; wing 3 tail -g

£
-
bl at frontee; tarsus §. 47§ - S & :
'his bird has hitherto n';ﬂy been sent from Nepal. In it the bill e
is rcduccd to its minimum in this group, and it might easily be '_r:‘f"-" - FEH

B Sfraa A

IFFa. 8. o prirasis. 4. . 4/* ,,4,"_
75,r»-g S&M{, reged- Sd- g St
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mistaken for a thick-billed Tit-mouse. Another species of this
genus from China has lately been figured by Gould in his Birds of
Asia, as Suthora Welbbiana.

[ agree with Mr. Blyth in considering that Struthidea of Austra-
lia belongs to this family, and probably to this group ; as perhaps
also Sphenostoma, and Xerophila of Gould, which, indeed, I see
Bonaparte includes in his Timalinee, placing them after the Para-
dowornis group, in a sub-family with Psophodes and Melanochlora,
which latter, however, I look on as'a true Tit. Near this group

perhaps should come the genus Pyctorhis, but as its aflinities

for the Alcippe and Timalia section, are perhaps stronger, I shall
bring it into the system along with the latter series, and go on to the

Jay-thrushes.

Gen. CovosToma, Hodgson,

Char.—Bill short, stout, compressed, arched, with the culmen
broad and rounded ; nostrils round, concealed ; rictus with a few
short bristles ; wings short, feeble, much rounded, 6th, 7th, and 3th
quills being about equal and lml'j:wt; tail moderately lengthened,
rounded, broad ; feet large and strong ; tarsus long, nearly smooth ;
the outer toe longer than the inner; hind toe very large ; nails
long, slender, and moderately curved.

This genus, of which there is only one representative, was con-
sidered by its founder to belong to the Glancopine, or Tree-crows
of Swainson, with analogies for the Temaline, and Crateropi, of the
lower regions; and Gray agrees with this view of its affinities. Blyth
classes it with the Paradoxornis group, as do Bonaparte and
Horsfield, who had previously placed it near the Garrulaz series.

Taking into consideration its short wing, strong legs, and lax
plumage, I have no hesitation in placing it near Heteromorpha,
at the same time leading, through the next form, towards Garrulaz
and its affines.

381. Conostoma cemodium, Hopasox,

J. A. 8., X, 857, with ficure.—BLyTH, Cat. 526—HorsF., Cat.

309, and 612 bis=—GouLp, Birds of Asia, pl. 84.— Lho-ramnio-pho?
Lepch.
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THE RED-BILLED JAY-THRUSH.

Deser.—Head, neck, and body above, dull olive-brown, clearest
on the secondaries, and most rufescent on the wings ; the outer edge
of the first three primaries pale rufescent or vinous; beneath paler,
and passing into dusky slaty blue, all the feathers at their base
bt:in“‘ of that tint.

Bill dull orange; legs slaty grey; iridesbrown. Length 11} inches;
wing 5 ; tail 4%; tarsus 111 ; bill at front Zth, nearly  inch deep.

This bird has hitherto buuu only proeured in Nepal and Sikhim.
I got one specimen from Mt. Tongloo, close to the Nepal frontier.
Hodgson says that its habits are terrene and rasorial.

“1It is,” says he, “a shy forester, adhering to the wilds, and
tenanting the skirts of forests, where brush-wood as well as trees
abound. Five or six of these birds are usually found together,
chattering, hopping and feeding on the ground, and resorting to
the trees and shrubs for shelter. Their food is principally insects
in summer, but in winter, doubtless, they take some vegetable food.
They inhabit the northern region of Nepal, close to the snows.”

The next genus, though somewhat allied in form, differs in its
longer and less deep bill, in the apert nostrils, and shorter claws.
Like the last, it is composed but of a single species, which was by
some considered congeneric with a New Zealand bird, but has lately
been separated from it.*

Gen. GrAMMATOPTILA, Reich,

Syn.  Twrnagra, apud Blyth— Keropia, Gray.

Char.—Bill short, stout, moderately compressed, gently curving
from the base, slightly hooked and notched; nostrils obliquely

oval, exposed ; a few thin rictal bristles;

wings short, rounded,
5th and 6th quills longest; tarsus strong; feet stout; lateral toes

slightly unequal, claws moderate, broad. Crested.
382. Grammatoptila. striata, Vicogs.

Garrulus, apud Viecors, P. Z. 8., 1830—GouLp, Century, 1:1.
37T—Bryrm, Cat. 480—IoRs¥. (,.Lt. 301— Nampiok-pho, Lepch—
Koyiam, Bhot.

* The New Zealand bird, Keropia crassirostris, appears to me related to the
Bower-birds of Australia.
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Tiie STRIATED JAY-THRUSH.

Descr.— Above light wood-brown, tinged with umber brown on
the head, and rufescent on the wings; the tail almost chesnut brown ;
the outer edge of the outermost 1)1‘im;1riv~; tinged with hoary;
beneath, brown slightly paler than above; all the body feathers,
both above and below, striated longitudinally with yellowish
white ; the streaks on the abdomen wide, and longer than those
on the back.

Bill black ; legs dusky plumbeous; irides red brown. Length
12 inches ; wing 54; tail 5}; bill at front nearly 1, 2th deep;
tarsus 11

This bird has a remarkably strong aud Jay-like bill, and was
originally described as a Jay by Vigors. In its mode of coloration
it approaches some of the Garrulaz series, viz. Trochalopteron
lineatum, and 7. imbricatum. The striated Jay-thrush is a very
common bird about Darjeeling, from about 6,000 feet to 9,000 feet,
but is more often heard than seen. It frequents the densest
thickets, in pairs, or in small and scattered parties. It has some
very peculiar calls, one of them not unlike the clucking of a hen
which has just laid an egg. I found both fruit and insects in the
stomach of those which I examined, chiefly the latter. It extends

from Bootan to Nepal, but I am not aware if it is found further
to the west.

We next come to the Shrike-thrushes, These are disguised so
completely as Shrikes that they have usually been classed as such;
but, after a full consideration of all their characters, and noting

3 SR . =
their apparent affinities for some of the next group, many of which
have strong Shrike-like bill, I think that their true place isin this
family.

Gen. TraMNocAaTAPHUS, Tickell.

Char.—Bill lengthened, compressed, high at the base, well
hooked at the tip, and strongly notched; rictal vibrissz small and
few; wings short, much rounded, the 3rd to the 7th primaries

about equal and longest; tail moderately long, nearly even; the

outermost feathers slightly shorter; tarsus long; lateral toes un-
equal ; feet strong ; plumage soft, full, and puffy.
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383. Thamnocataphus picatus, TickELL.
J. A. 8., XVIIL.—BryTH, Cat. 866.

Toe WHITE-WINGED SHRIKE-THRUSH.

Deser.—Above dull greyish-black, deeper on the crown, and
blackest on the lores and ear-coverts: a narrow white bar on the
wing-coverts, continued along the margin of two of the first row;
beneath, uniform rufescent-white, tinged with ferruginous on the
flanks and lower tail-coverts.

Bill dusky; legs apparently plumbeous. Length 9 inches;
wing 3%; tail 33; tarsus 1}; bill at front %th, depth at the
base 3.

This remarkable form differs from all the other members of this
family (except Sibia and G'ampsorliynchus) by its white wing-spot,
assimilating 1t still further to the Shrikes, and indeed it is very
similar, in its mode of coloration, to some of the African Shrikes.
The general character of its plumage, however, combined with its
elevated and strong tarsi and feet, its habitat in a region rich in
varied forms of this family, and its near affinity for Gampsorhyn-
chus, have influenced me in placing it here.

[t- has only been procured near Darjeeling by Major Tickell,
and the specimen in the Museum of the Asiatic Society at
Calcutta is, I believe, unique. Nothing is recorded of its habits.

Gen. GAMPSORHYNCHUS, Blyth,

Char.—Bill of moderate length, nearly eqyal to the head, rather

wide at the base, deep, moderately compressed ; culmen curved

strongly hooked at the tip, and notched ; gape CO]l\‘})iCil:)llw‘u_}' armed
with straight vibrisse ; nostrils oval, pierced in the front of the
membrane ; wings moderate, much rounded, 5th, 6th, and 7th
quills about equal and longest; tail rather long, graduated; tarsus
moderately long, strong; claws tolerably curved.

Major Tickell considered this form congeneric with the last,
from which it differs chiefly by its shorter bill, graduatéd tail,
and colours. Its mode of coloration allies it to some of the next
group, and the Lepchas give it the same name as they apply to
the species of Paradozornis and Chleuasicus.
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384. Gampsorhynchus rufulus, BLyTi.

J. A. S., XII., 370—Garrulax, npml(i.i:,\‘.'#'l’)m"rn. Cat. 865—
Hogsr., Cat. 225—Th: amnocataphus senilis, TicKELL— Chongto-
phep-pho, Lepch.

Tae WHITE HEADED SHRIKE-THRUSH.

Descr.

the young b]wht ferruginous ; benes ith, white in adults, and more

, uniform olive-brown ; head in adults white, in

or less ferruginous in younger specimens ; shoulder of the wings
more or less white; under surface of the wings pale fulvescent ;
the tail-feathers narrowly tipped with pale fulvescent or
whitish.

Bill dusky horny above, pale beneath ; legs reddish horny ; irides
orange yellow in some, straw yellow in others. Length 9 inches ;
extent 111 ; wing 3%; tail 43 ; tarsus 145 : 4

This curious bird is found from Nepal through Sikhim and the
Khasia hills to Arrakan. In Sikhim it frequents the warmer valleys
up to 3,000 feet of elevation. I had not an opportunity of observ-
ing it myself, though I procured several specimens ; but the
Shikarces assured me that it was found in small flocks in thick
bushy places. Those which I have examined had eaten grass-
hoppers and other insects.

The next group consists of the Quaker-thrushes and Wren
babblers: a great many of them are clad in grey and russet
plumage, with more or less of white, and many of them
resemble each other so closely that they are only distinguished
specifically by the form of the bill, and the size. - Itis more deve-
loped in Malayana than in India, and appears to correspond to a
certain extent with the section Cacopittew of Bonaparte. Some of
this series approach the Paradoxzornis group ; others the Shrike-
thrushes ; and a few are close to the Timalie, with which, indeed,
most of them are usually placed; but I think that they form a
peculiar section, distinguished as well structurally, as

by a parti-
cular mode of coloration.

I shall begin with one formerly alluded to, which is
no means a typical member of the group.

, however, !
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Gen. Pycrormis, Hodgson.

Syn.  Chrysomma, Hodgs.
Char.—Bill rather short, strong, deep, arched, entire; rictus
strongly bristled ; orbit nude; wings rather short and feeble, 4th
and 5th quills longest; tail long, graduated ; legs and feet stout

and large; claws large, moderately curved,

Pyctorhis sinensis, Guzriy.

Parus, apud GMELIN—DBLyTH, Cat. 860—Hogrsr., Cat. 339—
Timalia hypoleuca, FrRANKLIN—JERDON, Cat. 95—T. Horsfieldii,
JArRD. and Serzey, IIL Orn.,-pL.  111-—=Tim, bicolor, L.AFRESN.,
Mag. Zool.,, pl. 39— Gal-chasm or Bulal-chasm, H. in the south.-
]mm-pmi:m, H. in the N. W. P.—¥Verra kali-jitta Tel.— Mullala,

Sindh.
Tre YELLOW-EYED BABBLER.

Descr.—Above clear red brown, rufous or einnamon color on the
wings, and the tail obsoletely banded with dusky ; lores, and all
the lower plumage, white ; lower surface of wings and tail ¢ lusky
cinereous.

Bill black, with the nostrils deep yellow ; legs orpiment yellow ;
irides dark brown, with an outer circle of bufl’; orbits bright
orange. Length 6} inches; wing 2.8 ; tail 3%; bill at front not
quite §; tarsus 1.%.

This species of Babbler is universally spread throughout India,
extending to Burmal, and, from the name, perhaps to China. Tt
has been sent from Nepal by Hodgson ; is not rare in Be ngal and
the N. W. P.; is said te be common in Sindh, and I have seen it
in every part of the South of India. It is also found ; in Ceylon,
and it is very common in U pper Burmah. Tt f frequents low jungles,
or the skirts of forests, long grass, hedge-rows, and even comes
oceasionally into gardens. Though sometimes to be met with
smgly, it is generally seen in small parties of five or six, flying
from bush to bush l)ulorc you, and trying to eonceal itself in some
thick clump. It has a low chattering note when at rest, and when
flying from bush to bush, a loud sibilant whistle. I have. on several

occasions, heard one, perched conspicuously on a high bush or
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hedge-row, pour forth a remarkably sweet song. It feeds mostly
on insects, often on ants and small coleoptera. Mr. Blyth remarks,
that he ],mssussml some of these birds alive, and noticed that they
frequently placed one foot upon their food, while they pecked with
the bill. Mr. Philipps states that, in the N. W. Provinces, this is
the bird said by the natives ¢ to support the heavens by its legs,

lest they fall.” In Southern India this 1s related of the common

Plover, Pluvianus Goernsis. The same observer also says, that it
A gmwraﬂy builds on Banyan trees. 1 wish that he had described
: o 8 the eggs, which I have never been able to procure.
: / \y 386. Pictorhis longirostris, HODGSON.
P. 7. S., 1854—HoRSF., Cat. 669.
f' THE LARGER Y ELLOW-EYED BABBLER.
. j(/w " Descr.—Above, rufous-brown, darkest on the crown, wings and
 § ,!;y} ~ ﬁ:f"”ta'l'i, the last distinetly rayed; chin, throat, the middle of the belly,
u}ﬁwﬁﬁj@“‘\ o and vent, white ; ear-coverts, sides of neck, and breast, pale rufes-
; “" cent, brightening on the flanks, thighs, and under tail-coverts.
3ill black, yellowish at the base beneath ; legs pale horny.
Length 8} inches; wing 2%; tail 35 ; bill at front § ; tarsus 1.

This bird has been only recently described from specimens sent
home from Nepal by Hodgson. It is probably the species noticed
by Mr. Frith (J. A. 8., XIIL, 370), as being found in Bengal,
which he states to differ from the common species, in being about
half larger. ;

I discovered a third species of this genus at Thayet-myo in

/ gé Upper Burmah, which I have described in the 4th vol. of the
» _,"&" = { ‘Ibis,” as (_;h_r'gi{sfmunu1_c._rfffi{f_).ﬁ{f;g. Its short deep bill approximates
& W:}’Tﬂ‘&‘w‘ )it to the Paradoxornis series.
7 / el
"uk " /:‘I}L Gen. TricmasToOMA, Blyth.
A el Syn. Malacocinela, Blyth.

1 v aie B c \ . o £F i .
Char.—Bill about equal to the he ad, straight, stout, high,
much compressed ;

he tip hooked ; nostrils large ; wings moderate,
4th quill longest; tail somewhat short, weak, nearly even ; tarsus

moderate; feet large, the lateral toes slightly unequal ; elaws
moderately curved, the middle and hind claw very long.
o (=]
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Plumage full and lax, with the coronal feathers slightly
elongated.

This genus appears to have some affinities for Pyctorhis, but
differs in its longer bill, shorter, nearly-even tail, and shorter

tarsus.

387. Trichastoma Abbotti, Bryrm
Malacocincla, apud Bryrm, J. A. S, XIV. 601—Bryrn

Cat. 838—Ilorsr., Cat. 662—Malacopteron, apud GraY.

¥

Toare BROWN-BACKED TIT-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above, plain olive-brown, tinged with rufous on the

rump and tail ; under parts paler ; the throat and the middle of the

belly white; ear-coverts, sides of breast, and flanks, rufescent ;
lower tail-coverts pale ferruginous. 2
Bill horny, pale beneath. Length 6 inches; wing 3; tail 2};
bill at front &1,
This bird has been sent from Nepal by Hogdson, from Dacca
by Tytler, and also from Arrakan. I have not had an opportunity
of observing it.

Other recorded species of Trichastoma are T bicolor, Less.
(ferruginosum, BL) ; T. rostratum, Blyth ; and 2% olivaceum,
Strickland, all from Malacea.

: Gen. Avrcippg, Blyth.

Syn.—Setaria, Blyth—Siva, postea lorapus, Hodgs.

Char.—DBill short, moderately stout and compressed; culmen
slightly curved, hooked and notched; nostrils slightly impended
by some sete ; rictal bristles moderate ; wings moderate, rounded,
4th and 5th quills equal; tail moderate or rather short, very
slightly rounded ; tarsus stout, moderate; lateral toes unequal ;
claws tolerably curved.

The birds of this genus are of small size, with plain colors, and,
mostly, undefined markings; and, in their habit are less social,
perhaps, and more silent, than most of the Timalice, with which
however, they have undoubted affinities ; and they exhibit distant
relationship to some of the Letotriclane ; more than one species,
now referred to thiz genus, having been described as Brachypteryae.

C
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388. Alcippe nipalensis, Hopasox.
Siva, apud Hopasox, Ind. Rev., 1838—Ioropus, Honas., J. A.
SEEAENT, 937—BLyTH, Cat. g848—Ilorsr., Cat. 330—Sam-
dayal-pho, Lepch.
Tug NEPAL QUAKER-THRUSH
Deser—Above, the head ashy brown; lores, ears, and sides of
neck also ashy ; back, wings, and tail, olivaceous brown; an in-
conspicuous dark brown line over the eyes, extending to the nape;
beneath, the chin white, the rest of the lower parts albescent,
mixed with earthy brown.
Bill horny yellow ; feet pale fleshy brown ; irides whitey brown.
Length 5} inches; wing 2§; tail 213 bill at front barely §; tarsus .
This bird has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, the Khasia hills, and
Jurmah, as far as Tenasserim. It is very common about Darjeel-
ing, frequenting trees, singly, or in small parties, and feeding chiefly
on insects. I had the nest and eggs brought me by the Lepchas 3
the nest was loosely made with grass and bamboo leaves, and the
eggs were whitelwith a few reddish-brown spots.

g 389. Alcippe poiocephala, JerDON,

Timalia, apud JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 95 bis—BryTH, Cat. 850.
Tor NEILGHERRY QUAKER-THRUSH.

Deser.—Head and nape dusky cinereous; back and rump green-

ish olive, inclining to rufous on the rump, darker and more

ferruginous on the wings and tail ; beneath, pale rufescent or

fulvous, lightest and albescent on the chin and throat.

Bill horny, yellow at the gape and edges; legs pale fleshy ;
irides greenish-white ; the very narrow orbits yellow. Length
nearly 6 inches; wing 2%;; tail 2.8 ; bill at front ;% ; tarsus §.

This is very similar to the last, but differs structurally in having
the rictal bristles less elongated, and the feet shorter, with a more
robust hind toe.

It is found in all the forests of Malabar, as high as North

Canara, in Coorg, Wynaad, and the slopes of the Neilgherries, up

about 5,000 feet, but it is not a common bird. It goes singly or
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in small flocks, flying from branch to branch of low trees; is

silent, and lives chielly on various insects.

390. Alcippe atriceps, JERDON.

Brachypteryx, apud JErDON, Cat. 78—BrLyTH, Cat. 861.

ThE BLACK-HEADED WREN-BABBLER.
Descr.—Head, cheeks, and nape, black ; wings, tail, and under
tail-coverts brownish olive, darkest on the tail and wings;
beneath, white, with a tinge of olive-brown on the sides and
towards the vent.

Bill horny-brown; legs plumbeous; irides pale orange or buff.
0 .

Length 5} inches ; wing 2%;; tail 2; bill at front %3 tarsus % ;
extent 7.

The Black-headed Wren-babbler is found in the same localities
as the last, but not ascending so high on the slopes of the hills,
and being most abundant in  the lower forests, contrary to the
habits of the previous species.

It frequents the thickest underwood in dense and lofty jungles;
lives in small flocks of five or six, and is continually hopping about
the thick bushes with an incessant loud twittering note. * It lives
on various insects, small mantide, grass-hoppers, and the like.

In my Catalogue I placed it under Brachypterya from its like-
ness to B. Sepiaria of Horsfield, which, I see, 1s now considered
by some to be also an A/eippe, though Blyth ‘s:l‘ys it 1s interme-
diate to this and Malacopteron. Perhaps this has led Gray to
associate this genug with Brachypterye in his Myotherine. A
very closely allied species is A. nigrifrons, Blyth, from Ceylon;
and Brachypt. nigro-capitata, Eyton, is probably another.

Though so similar in structure, I am by no means certain that
these last-named species, viz., A. atriceps, nigrifrons, nigro-capitata,
and sepiaria, should not be classed apart from the more dingy-
colored species first noticed. The habits of A. atriceps, as observ-
ed by myself, are more those of Timalia, or, at all events, of
Dumetic, and Pellorneum, than the more sfaid and quict demeanour
of A. poiocephala and Nipalensis. !

Next to Aleippe, perhaps, should be placed the pre-eminently
Malayan group of the Quaker-thrushes, named Malacopteron by
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Eyton, and to which belong Turdinus, Turdirvostris, BMacronous
Trichizos, and Napothera. Among the recorded species are
Malacopterpn w.',rzn'nmn, Eyton; M. major, Blyth; Macronous
ptilosus, J. and 8. ; Turdinus macrodaetylus, Strickland, Turdirostris
superciliarts, H“y, &e. &e., from Malayana: Turdinus erispifrons,
111.',“1'. brevicaudatus, Bl., 7. guttatus, Tickell, are from Tenasserim;
and there is a mew species of that genus from the Khasia hills.

« Cacopitta, Bonap., with a few species {rom the Islands, apparently

w“h(,lnnrr to this section of the Zimaline. Some of the birds,

p oo S P WP

7. Scrntndes.

Y. Referiis

4
é/&lw r‘f#

, however, described under these names are more nearly allied to
the true Timalie. Although several species have been lately de-
scribed, yet from their plain and sombre plumage, many are perhaps
overlooked ; and Wallace states that he got some new species from
Malacea, quite common there, but neglected by the bird-dealers.
[hey vary a good deal in the form of their bill, some having

this organ large, and much hooked; and others comparatively
1

slender and slightly hooked. The last-named observer found that
they feed chiefly on fruit, but also on insects. It appears to me
(judging from the figures only, and the account of their habits)
that Phyllastrephus, an African genus, belongs rather to this family
than to the Bulbuls, or Warblers, and if so, it should be located in
this section ; and Alethe, Casgin, also from Africa, is said to be
near Napothera.

Close to the black-headed swcuivs of Alcippe should be placed
the following group with which I would commence the series
f Wren-babblers, and these ne: -1‘\' acree with Bonaparte’s section

[ ES

fmra[cre of his Timalince. s
Gen. Stacnyris, Hodgson.
Char.—Bill somewhat long, high at the base, straicht, com-
pressed, tapering or conie, the tip very slightly bent downwards,

and faintly notched ; nostrils nearly concealed; rictus almost

smooth ; wings short, rounded, 5th, 6th and Tth quills equal and

ract = 21 e o & f i By s "
longest; tail rather short, slightly graduated; tarsus moderately

long, stout; lateral toes nearly equal, claws fmoderately curved;

middle toe not elongated; hind toe and claws very large. The
head is usually crested or sub-crested, the feathers being semi®
erect and divergent,

1564
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Blyth, Horsfield, and Gray locate this genus near Pyctorhis and
Timalia, the latter, indeed, ranking them as Timalia. Bonaparte
puts it among Liotrichine, and Hodgson considered it to have
allinities for the Brachypodine, but leading to the Crateropodans,

) and with a tendency to pass into the Leiotrichine. Ie further
compares its habits with those of ' Zosterops. It appears to me that

there are two types of form in this genus, and that, whilst the more
common species belong to this family, others, especially 5.
chrysea, appear to have relations to Myzornis, Erpornis, Zosterops,

and Jora, which in fact are the views of the founders of the genus.

t chyrls nigriceps, Honasoxn.
L N XIII., 378—DBryTH, Cat. 861—HorsF., Cat. 340.—

Sangriam-pho, Lepch.
) Pluo, I

TaHE 1:I“\m{-',r11y£x'5 LR
Descr.—Above olive-brown ; beneath paler and tinged rufes-

cent ; the crown, face, and throat, dusky black ; the feathers of the

VREN-BABBLER.

) crown edged with whitish grey ; a white supercilium, and also a

white moustache from the base of the lower mandible, and some
5 white on the chin and throat. = £ Cag¥ Bttt aem Sho: are all Serd Bror o T '
; Bill (lusl\_y horny abu\ e, ]H]LL beneath ; legs pale horny green;

irides pale yclluw. Length 5} inches; extent 7; wing 23 ; tail 2 ;
J bill at front % ; tarsus $.

This bird inhabits the S. E. Himalayas and the Khasia hills.
It is very common about Darjeeling, from 5,000 feet to neatly
10,000 in summer; is quite arboreal, hunting among the upper
foliage and flowers of trees, singly, or in small parties, and feeding
chiefly on insects. Hodgson says that it builds a large globular
nest, and lays four or five eggs of a pale fawn color, unspotted.
A nest and eggs were brought to me at Darjeeling, said to be of this-
species ;. the nest was rather large, very loosely made of bamboo
leaves and fibres, and the eggs were pale salmon color, with some

faint darker spots. = fw e eonded, }41 Lo ssmen(bfelysn ol (71-‘“‘)
392. Stachyris pyrrhops, Hobcsox.
A. 8., XIII, 378—DBLyrwH, Cat. b‘U:ﬁ-—lIunsnx, Cat. 341.
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Tae REp-BILLED WREN-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above olivaceous-brown, with a tinge of rufous on the
head ; lores and chin black; a pale line impending the latter
below rufescent, more or less brown on the belly and flanks.

Bill sordid sanguine ; legs pale fleshy-brown ; irides blood-red.
Length 4} to 5 inches ; wing 2; tail 2; bill ‘at front 75 3 tarsus .

I did not procure this bird in Sikhim. It has been sent from
Nepal, Mussooree, and Kussowlee, and it is probably the Prinia,
No. 182, of Adams’ List of Birds, said to be common on Apricot

trees in the lower Himalayan ranges, in the N. W. Provinces.

393. Stachyris ruficeps, Bryrm.
J. A. 5., XVI, 452—BryTH, Cat. 863—Hogrsr., Cat. 670—

e

Syak-birang-pho, Lepch.
TaE RED-HEADED .WREN-BABBLER,
Descr.—Crown of the head light ferruginous, the rest of the
upper plumage plain olive; chin and the middle of the throat
white, with faint black streaks; the rest of the lower parts whitish,
with a fulvous tinge on the sides of the mneck and breast, or,
throughout of dull oil-yellow or pale ferruginous, darkest on

g, and becoming dusky towards the vent.

=0

the breast, and fadin

Bill plumbeous above, reddish beneath ; legs pale yellow brown ;
irides light brown. Length 4§ inches; wing 21; tail 21 ; bill at
front % ; tarsus 4.

This bird, which, says Mr. Blyth, is allied in form and size to
the last, is found in Nepal, Sikhim, and the Khasia hills. It is
common at Darjeeling, frequenting high trees in small parties,
searching the foliage for minute insects. A nest and coos, said
to be of this species, were brought to me at Darjecling. The nest
was a loose structure of grass and fibres, and contained two cgos

of a greenish white color, with soihe rusty spots.

394. Stachyris chrysea, Honason.
J. A. 8., XIIL, 379

BryTn, Cat. 864—IloRsr., Cat. 342—

Syak-birang-pho, Lepch.,
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Take GOLDEN-HEADED WREN-BABBLER,
Deser.—Above yellow olivaceous ; forehead and crown yellow,
the latter with black :411\':1];:4; lores black ; \\‘111:_;‘5 and tail dus]{y,
marcined with olive ; beneath bright yellow.
Bill plumbeous ; legs palé brownish yellow ; irides light brown-
Length 44 inches ; wing 2% ; tail 2; bill atfront nearly }; tarsus 1.1,
The Golden-headed Stachyris is found in the 8. K. Himalayas,
the Khasia hills, and Arrakan, generally at a lower level than the
last, from 3,000 to 5,000 feet or 0.~ It frequents high trees gene-
rally, feeding on the minute insectsthat infest flowers and buds,
and often has its forchead powdered with the pollen of flowers, as
we see in Zosterops and other birds.
This species differ from its congeners in its mode of coloration,
more pointed bill, and other points, and.perhaps should be removed
to a distinct genus near Zosteraps or Myzornis.
Very ‘probably some of the smaller Z%malie of the Malayan
Fauna should be placed in Stachyris. Tim. poliocephala, V'emm.,
judging from the figure, has much of the character and plumage

of Stachyris.

Gen. Mixorx1s, Hodgson.

Char.— Bill rather long, compressed, with a tendency to arch ;
tip blunt, barely notched; nostrils ovoid, advanced ; wings moder-
ate, rounded, the first four graduated, 5th and 6th sub-equal and
longest ; tail moderate or_rather short ; tarsus strong ; toes rather
short, laterals very unequalj hind toe large ; nails well curved.

This genus is very closely allied to the last, inclining meore to-
wards Timalia. Hodgson says that it * resembles Jora, but the bill
1§ more, méruling;. inclining to, the..Crateropodine.’

395. Mixornis rubicapillus, Tickerr.
Motacilla, apud TickeLL, J. A. S., 1L, 575—BLyTH, Cat. 855 —

Hogrsr., Cat. 338.—M. chloris, Honas,—M. ruficeps, Hopas.—M.
gularis, Horsp.?

THE YELLOW-BREASTED WREN-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above dull olive-green, inclining to rufescent or brown ;
wings and tail rufescent brown ; part of the forehead, supercilium,
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in the bill being somewhat shorter, the middle toe less clongate,
and inits distribution. The species have all the wandering habits
of the Malacocerci and Chatarhea, and in this they certainly differ
from the Drymoice> and Prinice, which are only a little smaller than

these birds.

397. Dumetia hyperythra, Frankiiv.

Thimalia, apud FRANKLIN—BLYTH, Cat.
Tar RUFOUS-BELLIED BABBLER.

Descr.—Above brownish olive, the tail obsoletely barred with
dusky ; forehead and whole body beneath rufous.

Bill horny; legs fleshy yellow; irides pale yellow-brown. Length
63 inches ; wing 2. ; tail 255 5 tarsus 8.

This bird is found in low jungle and brushwood, from Nagpoor
northwards to Central India and Midnapore, but has not been ob-
tained in Liower Bengal. It has similar habits to the next, with
which I formerly’ confounded it; and Mr. Blyth remarks that
its note is like that of Chalarhwa caudata, but proportionally

weaker.

398. Dumetia albogularis, Bryra.

Pellorneum, apud BryTH, J. A. S,, XXI.—BryrH, Cat 788—-
Horsr., Cat. 660—T. hyperythra, apud JErDON, Cat. G‘J—{_’madi-
Jitta, Tel, 4. e., Pig-bird.

Tar WHITE-THROATED WREN-BABBLER.

Descr.—Like the last, but with the chin and throat pure white.
Length 5{ inches; wing 2% ; tail 24; bill at front 5 tarsus
(N

This little Babbler is found throughout Southern India in suit-
able localities, in bushy jungle, ravines, thick hedge-rows, &e., but
it is entirely absent in the forest districts of Malabar.

It always occurs in small parties, skulking along one after the
other, under bushes or through them, rarely showing itself on the
top ; hence the Telugu name of Pig-bird given it by the Yanar
dees of Nellore. It feeds almost exclusively on small insects, and
has a low chattering call.
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% Gen. PELLORNEUM, Swainson.

Syn. Cinclidia, Gould— Hemipteron, Hodgs.
Char.—Bill moderate, straight, conq)ressml. very gently curving
throughout, slightly hooked at the tip, and notehed ; rictal bristles
feeble ; wings much rounded, 5th, 6th, and Tth quills nearly equal ;
tail moderate, rounded ; tarsus moderate; feet large; middle toe
lcng‘l}mncd . laterals barely unequal ; hind toe lon

o : claws tolerably
curved.

D!
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). Pellorneum ruficeps, SwAINSON.
Brytm, Cat. 823—Horsr., Cat. 323—Megalurus ruficeps,
Sykes, Cat. 87—Motac. dumeticola, TICK pLL—Cinclidia punctata,

GouLp—P. olivaceum, JErDON, Cat. 86—Adavt liku-jittu, Tel.
Tae SPoTTED WREN-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above olive-brown ; crown and nape deep rusty color-
ed, with a more or less marked white eye-brow from the forehead
to the nape; ears dusky-white, or mixed brown and white, or en-
tirely brown ; beneath, white or fulvous white, with spots of dark
olive on the sides of the breast and belly, olivaceous on the flanks
and under tail-coverts.

Bill horny above, yellowish fleshy beneath ; legs fleshy yellow ;
irides brick-red. TLength 7 inches ; extent 9; wing 3; tail 3; bill
at front % ; tarsus, 15

This bird has a wide geographical distribution, only inferior, in
this family, to that of Tim. pileata. [t is found throughout South-
ern India, both on the east and west coasts; in Central India ; in
the South Hr\jt Him:l'ln;\'as; the Khasia hills; and through Burmah
to Tenasserif. It associates in small flocks, frequenting underwood
and thickets i forest jungle, often descending to the ground, where
it hops about in search of various insects, or climbing up the small
branches of shrubs; it keeps up a continual chattering, and, occa-
sionally, one of them, perched on a bough, elevating his head and
neck, gives utterance to a sort of crowing laugh, not unlike
that of Trochalopteron cachinnans. Col. Sykes’s observation that it
frequents the plains like a Lark, must have arisen from some

mistaken identity. )
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Phoyeum-pho, or Pharreeum-pho., Lepch
TaE SLATY-HEADED SCIMITAR-BABRLER,
Deser.—Above d: wk olive

-green ; crown, nape, and ear-coverts,
dark sl: aty ; a long white suy

percilium from the base of the bill to

neck and body intense
beneath, the chin, breast, and belly
part of abdomen, with

the shoul _h,i; lores black; sides of the
ochreous red ; » pure white ; lower

the flanks, vent, rhi;_"h—cm'uls, and under

tail f‘nimld\; cross barred.
Bill ()t':lH('_:‘(F}”(_:Hf)\.’, with the

tail-coverts, olive-green ;

ridge dusky ; legs fleshy-brown :
irides hoary ; rarl_n’l:w skin slaty

Length 11 inches ; extent 121 ;
“E“K'-f 4+ tail 4 ' ball at front i\

?
; tarsus 11,

This species of Pomatoriinus extends from Nepal, through Sikhim
and Bootan, to Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan, Tt is not rare near
Darjeeling, at about 5 »000 feet higl
the male uttering a loud

a different tome. A

1, and goes generally in pairs,
hooting call, answered by tl

1e female in
nest made of

moss and some fibres, and with
four pure white €88% was brought to me ot Darjeeling as belonging
to this bird.

403. Pomatorhinus ]

17 " B Tr T
eucogaster, Gourp.,

Bryrh, Cat. 829—Hogrsy., olivaceus, BLyrxm.
GouLp’s SCIMITAR-R, ABBLER.

Descr.— Above uniform dull olive : the ]
cinereous, and a fain rufe
coverts black

head tinged with dusky-
scent tinge on the ng wpe ; lores and egr-
a long white gy

sSuperc .:ibm and a fIL‘L’[
spot behind the ear, continned

) i"m]'u_g‘ilmus
L on the sides of

" the neck and flanks ;
, middle of abdomen, white ;
olivaceous,
Bill yellow, dus sky above: feet |
wing 3% ; tail 4 ; bill at front 1 :

This appears like

beneath, the throat, breast

flanks and
lower tail-coverts

eaden brown, Length 9 inches ;

tarsus 11,

a somewhat diminutive race of

the last
1s widely spread from the N. W,

(schisticeps), and Himalayas,
Assam, and as low as Tenasserim. I did not

It 4ppears not to ascend the hills to any
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% 404. Pomatorhinus Horsfieldii, Syxss.
Cat. 73

347— Namala-pitta, or Dasari-pitta, Tel.

JERDON, Cat. 89—Bryra, Cat. 831—HogrsF., Cat.

THE SOUTHERN SCIMITAR-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above deep olive-brown ; a white superciliary stripe ;
neck in front, breast, and middle of abdomen, white ; the flanks,
vent, and under tail-coverts olive-brown.

Bill yellow, dusky, above ; legs dusky green ; irides dark-red.
Length 9% inches; wing 338 ; tail 4; bill at front 1 &5
tarsus 1.5;.

This is the only species of Pomatorhinus we possess in the south
of India, or indeed in any part of India except the Himalayas. It
is found in all the forests and hill ranges of Southern India, espe-
cially in the more elevated districts such as Wynaad, Coorg, and
the Neilgherries, up to above 6,000 feet; also in the Eastern Ghéts,
Goomsoor, &c. ; and in the heavy jungles of Central India. It
frequents tangled under-wood, in forests, especially in swampy

places, and bamboo jungles; and it makes its way through the
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Lhoyeum-pho, or ]’/{!I?’i’{’(‘”.‘!f'/‘i/i'!r‘., Lepch.

Tur SLATY-HEADED Scuumr:-n‘\m:m:n.
Deser.—Above d ark olive- green ; ¢

rown, n: ape, and ear- [‘()\"nlr\
dark slaty ; a long white s

“>(I:I][Il‘ll from the base of the bill to

the shoulder; lores black; sides of the neck ang body intense

ochreous red : beneath, the chin, breast, and belly, pure white ; lower
part of abdomen, with the flanks, vent, t‘hi;?rcux'crls, and under
tail faintly cross barred.

Bill orange-yellow, with the ridge {,'Iusk‘_\-'; legs HL's]I__\'JaI_’()\\‘ll;
irides J:u;n‘.}'; orbitar skin \]:11"}’. Jmn;_f!h 11

tail-coverts, olive-green ;

inches ; extent 121 ;
wing 4 ; tail 4% ; bill at front 1§ ; tarsus 11,

This species of Lomatorhinus exte nds from Ne pal, through Sikhim
and Bootan, to Asgsam, Sylhet, and Arrakan,

It is not rare near
D:’a:‘iv(*]in-f at about 5,000 feet high

1, and goes generally in pairs,
the male utte ring a loud I.uutmr;' call, answered by the female in
a different tone, A nest made of moss and some m»w.\-, and with
four pure white ©88% was brought to me at Dar

_-L;;Nl“,?" as i\){ihgngi“g
to this bird,

1. 2 1
3. Pomatorhinys ieucogaster, Gouvrp.
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% 404. Pomatorhinus Horsfieldii, Svxes.

Cat. 73—JerpoN, Cat. 89—BryTh, Cat. 831—HorsF., Cat.

347— Namala-piita, or Dasari-pitta, Tel.
THE SOUTHERN SCIMITAR-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above deep olive-brown ; a white superciliary stripe 3
neck in front, breast, and middle of abdomen, white; the flanks,
vent, and under tail-coverts olive-brown.

Bill yellow, dusky, above ; legs dusky green ; irides dark-red.
Length Y1 inches; wing 38 ; taill 4; bill at front 1

s
(4] 10 °?

tarsus 17;.

This is the only species of Pomatorkinus we possess in the south
of India, or indeed in any part of India except the Himalayas. It
is found in all the forests and hill ranges of Southern India, espe-
cially in the more elevated districts such as Wynaad, Coorg, and
the Neilgherries, up to above 6,000 feet; also in the Eastern Ghats,
Goomsoer, &c. ; and in the heavy jungles of Central India. Tt
frequents tangled under-wood, in forests, especially in swampy
places, and bamboo jungles; and it makes its way through the
most dense and tangled bushes with great facility. Itis very shy
and wary, and speedily evades observation. It is usually in
pairs, the male calling out, as well expressed by Col. Sykes,
hoot, hoot, hoot, while the females answer hooce. Occasion-
ally it is met in parties, keeping up a continual chattering
call.

It feeds entirely oninsects. I procured its nest near Nediwuttum
on the Neilgherries, on a bank on the road side, made with moss
and roots, and containing four white eggs of a very elongated form.
A nearly allied species, P. melanurus, Bl., occurs in Ceylon ; and
this, with the two last species, and P. montanus, Horsf., from Java,

may be considered representative species.

405. Pomatorhinus erythrogenys, Gourp.
P. Z. 8., 1831 —GouLp, Cent. H. B.,, pl. 55—BryTH, Cat.
827—HorsrF., Cat. 345—P. ferrugilatus, Honas.—Ban-bukra, at

Mussooree

Yongohut-pho, Lepch.
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Tae RUSTY-CHEEKED SCIMITAR-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above light olive-brown ; the forehead and sides of the
head rusty ; ahoary spot just before the eye, and a short faint dusky
moustache ; beneath, white, dashed on the top of the breast with
dusky ; and the sides of the body, the lining of the wings, thighs,
and under tail-coverts, bright rusty.

Bill horny ; legs fleshy-yellow ; irides pale yellow (hoary accord-
ing to Hodgson); orbitar skin slaty. Length 101l inches; extent

11%; wing 3% ; tail 41; bill at front 1-%

A5 3 tarsus 14

The female is said to differ from the male in wanting the dark
moustache.

This Pomgtorhinus is found throughout the whole extent of the
Himalayas, from Simla to Sikhim and Bootan. Tt is not rare at
Darjeeling. Hutton says that it is “common in the N. W, Himalayas,
from 3,000 to 10,000, and even 12,000 feet; always in pairs,
turning up the dead leaves on copsewood-covered banks, uttering
a loud whistle, answering and calling each other; it breeds in
April, constructing a nest on the ground, of dry grasses and
leaf stalks of walnut trees, and is covered with dome-shaped
roof, so nicely blended with the fallen leaves and withered
grasses, among which it is placed, as to be almost undistinguish-
able from them. The eggs are three in number, and white, of 4
ordinary oval shape. When disturbed the bird sprung along the
ground with long bounding hops, so quickly, that from its motions
and the appearance of the ngst, I was led to believe it was a
species of rat.” 185 - - lp§ 4

Somewhat allied in appearance and stracture to this last” species
1s P. hypoleucos 6f Blyth, from Arrakan, and a new species, lately
found by me on the Khasia hills, Pom. flcheHmu[i/‘ The former
species, originally described by Blyth from a young specimen, under
the generic name of Orthorhinus, is still considered generically dis-
tinct by Tickell, who says that “the bill is soft in texture, and sub-
cylindric in form, the sinciput flat, and the tail broad and fan-like.

Other ' Pomatorhini not previously noticed are P. Isidorei,
Lesson, from New Guinea; P. borneensis, Cab., from Borneo ;
P. musicus and P. stridulus, Swinhoe, from China. The Australian

d
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Pomatorhini have been recently separated as Pomatostomus ; their
habits appear very similar, but the nidification differs.
Gen. XrrnoraMPHUS, Blyth.
Syn. Xiphorhynchus, Blyth, olim.
Char.—Bill still more curved and more slender than in Pomator-
hinus, much compressed; wings and tail as in that genus ; claws

longer, more slender, and very slightly curved.

This 1s simply an exaggerated form of Pomatorhinus.
3 2g

406. Xiphoramphus superciliaris, BryTn.

7| B i ) N 170/% BryrtH, Cat. S?G—IIUJ{SF., Cat. 355—
JERDON, IIL Ind. Orn., Pl 49— Karriok-tamveep, Lepch.

THE SLENDER-BILLED SCIMITAR-BABBLER.

Deser.—Above uniform reddish brown; quills and tail dusky ;
crown, occiput, and sides of head, dark cinercous, with a narrow
superciliary white line ; under-parts dull rufo-ferruginous; throat
whitish, streaked with dusky grey; the breast fainter rufous than
the belly, and obscurely spotted with dusky ; shoulders of wings
and tibial feathers dark cinereous.

Bill dusky black, plumbeous at the tip ; legs leaden brown;
irides red-brown. Length 9 inches; wing 3; tail 4%; bill at
front 1% ; tarsus 1}

This very curious bird has hitherto been only procured in Sikhim,
It is rare, and is found from 7,000 to 10,000 feet, and upwards. I
know nothing of its habits, but I doubt its being known to any
one as a pleasing songster, as Mr. Blyth was informed.

The next group, that of the Laughing Thrushes, Garrulacine,
Bonaparte, is peculiarly a Himalayan and mountain tribe, only three
having been found:in Southern India; one or two in Ceylon; and
a few more on the Khasia hills, and the upland forests of Burmah,
extending northwards to China, but sparingly into Malayana. They
have received several names. Swainson formed of them his genus
Crateropus, which was formerly used by myself, but that name is
now restricted to apeculiar African type; and Gould formed his
Tanthocinela for some. Garrulaz of Lesson is now generally
adopted, but it has been sub-divided.

E
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All the species of this group have a more or less Thrush-like
bill, short rounded wings, a long and broad, graduated or rounded
tail, and strong legs and feet. As introduetory to this division of
the Timaline, I extract some excellent general remarks by Hodgson,
when describing several new species: * They frequent deep and
dark forests and groves exclusively, feed chiefly on the ground, eat
insects, berries, and caterpillars, and are incapable of a sustained
flight. They are frequently met with on the roads and pathways
in the forests, attracted by the dung of cattle, for the grain,
larve, and insects it affords them. On the whole they are more
insectivorous than frugivorous or gramirivorous, yet they are more
capable of a graminivorous diet than the true Thrushes.* They
scrape the earth with their bill, and sometimes with their feet ; many
of them are caged and tamed with facility, and in Nepal are often
kept in walled gardens, when they are very useful, destroying
larve and insects.”

To these remarks I can only add that they are almost exclusively
monticolous, one (or two perhaps) frequenting forests in the plains.
All are very social, and have loud voices, some harsh, others mellow
and pleasing ; a few lay white eggs, the majority blue.

Gen. GARRULAX.

Syn. Crateropus, Swainson, apud Jerdon—Ianthocinels (partly)
Gould.— Cinclosoma, Vigors and H()dgsorl.‘?j'{"i,g Tuadnd Purets ling -dafe
Char.—Bill rather long, moderately stout, nearly straight ; the ¢

culmen gently curved towards the tip, which is slightly hooked and:;f,‘
notched ; nostrils advanced, more or less impended by nareal tufts ; %/

1 ristles o . winos ; , sy A
rictal bristles rather long; wings moderate, 5th and 6th quills \ &,

longest ; tail long, much rounded ; legs and feet very strong ; lateral \9
toes nearly equal; claws long.

The birds composing this genus are of rather large size, with
longer bills than the next; the plumage plain, in masses, and with
fewer marks and variegations. In their habits they are the most,
gregarious and noisy of their tribe.

There are several sections, distinguished chiefly by the mode of
coloration.

* 1 presume that Mr, ﬁ'odgson had here partly in view the le-l_ﬂco;;i or
Babblers, which are much greater grain-eaters than the Laughing-thrushe s
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The first have the head crested, that and the breast white, and
a black ear-stripe; and the only species known to the older authors
is the first on our list. The bill is furnished with tufts of bristly
feathers advancing to the base of the nostrils; the tarsus is very
strong ; the middle toe elongated, and the outer toe distinetly
1011"(31“ than the inner.

407. Garrulax leucolophus, HarDWicKE.

Corvus, apud HARDWICKE, Lin. Tr. XI.—BryrH, Cat. 482—
Horsr., Cat. 284—GouLp, Cent. H. Birds, pl. 18— Rawil-kahy,
H. in t]JLN W. P.—Karrio-pho, Lepch.—Karria goka, Bhot.—
Laughing Crow of Europeans in the N. W. Himalayas.

TrE WHITE-CRESTED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.—The whole head with the crest, nape, sides of
neck, throat, and breast, pure white, tinged with cinereous on the
nape and back of the meck; a black streak from the nostrils
through the eye to the ear-coverts; the rest of the plumage rich
olive rufescent brown, tinged with chesnut where it joins the
white, and darker on the tail ; quills and tail dusky on their inner
webs.

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides red-brown (or brownish
yellow in some). Length 12 inches; extent 16%; wing 5; tail 5;
bill at front 15 ;

The White-crested Laughing-thrush is found throughout the
whole extent of the Himalayas from the far north-west to B Jootan,
and thence through the Khasia hills to Arrakan. It assembles in
large flocks of twenty or more, every now and then bursting out
into a chorus of most discordant laughter, quite startling at ﬁrst and
screaming and chattering for some time. They feed on the ground a
good deal, turning over dead leaves for insects, but also eat various
derries, They frequent the hill zone from about 2,000 to 6,000 feet
of elevation (rarely higher), but are most numerous between 3,000
and 4,500 feet,

I have had the nest and eggs brought me more than once when

tarsus 1%.

at Darjecling ; the former being a large mass of roots, moss, and
grass, with a few pure white eggs.
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A nearly allied species is found in Burmah, G. Belanger:, Lesson.
Another sub-division, very similar in form, is exemplified by G.
strepitans of Tickell, and this extends into China, where represent-

4 f}ucﬂ%_’, ed by G. perspicillatus, and G. chinensis (which last also occurs
sl 2GS
#H E-deins

-

“ aplera S08

in the Tenasserim Provinces) ; indeed, it is doubtful if it really do
occur in China. G. bicolor and G. mitratus, Miiller, from Sumatra,
perhaps belong to this section. An interesting account of the
habits of G. chinensis in confinement is recorded by Blyth,
from Mr. Frith, which, as throwing licht on the manners of the
group, I shall here transeribe: “The bird was excessively tame
and familiar, and delighted in being caressed and tickled by the
hand, when it would spread its wing, and assume very singular
attitudes. It was naturally a fine songster, and a most universal
imitator. 'Whenever chopped meat, or other food, was put into its
cage, it always evinced the propensity to deposit the bits one by
one between the wires ; and when a bee or wasp was offered, the
bird would seize it instantly, and invariably turn its tail round
and make the insect sting it several times successively before
eating it. A large beetle it would place on the ground and
pierce it with a violent downward stroke of its bill ; a small snake
(about a foot long) it treated in like manner , transfixing the centre
of the head; it afterwards devoured ahout lmh the snake , holding
it by one foot, while it picked with the bill, as was ifs common
mode of feeding.,” Swinhoe relates that he has more than once
found the remains of small birds in the gizzard of @. perspicillatus,
and he states that it also pilfers eggs.

The two mnext birds, with two others found out of our limits,
form a small group of allied species, of similar habits to those of
the last section, but with a particular coloration ; the bill is a trifle
more curved ; and the nareal bristles almost conceal the nostrils,

408. Garrulax cerulatus, Hopcsox.
Cinclosoma, apud Hopas., As. Res. XIX. —BryrH, Cat. 487—
HORRI‘ Cat. 291— Tarmol-pho, Lepch. —1’mnq kam, Bhot,
TuE GREY-SIDED LAUGHING-THRUSH.
Deser.—Above rich olive-brown, tinged with chesnut; the head

darker, with some black marks, each feather being narrowly tipped
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black ; a black frontal zone reaching through the lores to the
ears; wings and tibial feathers dull blue or ashy grey.

Bill dusky, livid at the base; legs fleshy white; irides red
brown ; orbitar skin livid. Length 11 inches; extent 13; wing
4} ; tail 5; bill at front 7 ; tarsus 13.

This Laughing-thrush is found in the 8. E. Himalayas. It is
not rare in Sikhim, from about 2,000 to 4.000 feet oF gop A
nest and eggs, said to be of this bird, were brought to me at
Darjeeling, the nest loosely made with roots and grass, and

containing two pale-blue eggs.

ol

409. Garrulax Delesserti, Jerpon.
Crateropus, apud Jerpow, Cat. 88—JERDON, Il Ind. Orn.,
pl. 13—C. griseiceps, DELESSERT.
THE WYNAAD LAUGHING-THRUSH. .

Descr—Head and nape dusky blackish grey ; the rest of the
plumage above dark brownish rufous, lighter and ferruginous
on the rump and tail-coverts, and darker on the wings and
tail; chin, throat, neck, and breast, white ; the sides of the

breast shaded with dull cinereous, belly and vent light reddish

brown.
Bill dusky, yellow at the base beneath ; legs fleshy ; irides dull
red. Length 11 inches; wing 4 o> tail 4%; tarsus 11, /

This is a somewhat rare bird. I first saw it in possession of >
M. Delessert, who got 1t in the slopes of the Neilgherries ; and I
afterwards procured it in the same locality, at about 3,000 feet of
elevation. I also saw it several timesin the Wynaad, associating in
large flocks, wandering about among the under-wood and bamboos,

and occasionally bringing out a chorus of peculiar, but clear, 4907 4
5 ¢

chnttcring notes. A
A nearly allied species is found in Ceylon,” G. cinereifrons, VU A AL

Blyth; another in Assam, G. gularis, MchIIund; "‘:vhich last I o-.t/c/l( ‘/“2’_

lately procured in the Khasia hills, J < 77
TI'he next bird noticed differs in some points : the bill is shorter ;/ b
and more arched, the frontal plumes are bristly; the tarsus is .-7&90

distinctly scutated, and the coloration is peculiar,
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410. Garrulax ruficollis, Jarp. and Sersy.
Tanthocinela, apud JARDINE and SELBY, Ill. Orn., 2nd Series,
pl. 21—BryTH, Cat. 496—HorsF. Cat. 293
McLeLLaAND—Pobduya, Beng.

Ianthoc, lunaris,

Rapehen-pho, Lepch.
TeE RUFOUS-NECKED LAUGHING-THRUSH. 5

Descr.—General plumage olive-brown, darker on the tail, which
is almost black at the tip, and passing into deep ashy on the crown
and occiput ; forehead, orbitar region, ear-coverts, throat, and fore=
neck, deep black ; a crescent-like patch of deep rufous on the sides
of the neck; middle of the lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-
coverts, rufous.

Bill black; legs livid brown; irides dull red. Length 9%
inches ; extent 12%; wing 4; tail 5% ; bill at front §; tarsus 11

This Garrulax is found at the foot of the Himalayas, extending
up the slopes of the hills, to perhaps 2,000 feet; and is also com-
mon in the forests of Assam, Sylhet, and Cachar, and the eastern
frontier of Bengal. I first observed it in the Sikhim Terai, where 1
was absolutely startled by alarge troop of them, twenty or thirty
at least, suddenly }n‘uaking out into a most oxtmordizmry cack-
ling, chattering, crowing chorus, some of the notes being clear,

others harsh. The birds were in some bamboo jungle on the road

“+ side, some feeding on the ground, others perched on the bamboos

and trees around ; and they did not leave the spot, nor cease their
calling, till I had shot two or three of them. I found that they had
been feeding chiefly on insects, also on seeds. Buchanan Hamilton

s says that this bird is easily tamed, sings with a fine full mellow

“Hote, like a Blackbird, and lives on insects and plantains, &e.

The next group is distingunished by their dull plumage, by the tail
feathers tipped with white, and by a tendency of the outer web of the
primaries to be lichter colored, as in the next genus. The bill is stron-
ger than in the last, the nostrils more apert, the rictal bristles feeble,
the tarsus strongly scutated, and the middle toe less lengt}

.

J

1ened,

Ay el 411. Garrulax albogularis, Govrp, -
Ianthocinela, apud GouwLp, P.-Z. S., 1835—DBryTH, Cat. 484—

HogrsF., Cat.  286—Cinclos. albigula, Hopeson— Karreum-pho,
Lepch.
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Tue WHITE-THROATED LaveniNG-tHRUSH,

Deser.—Above dull olive-brown, with some fulvous on the fore-
head and near the eyes; lores, and under the eyes, black ; termi-
nal third of the lateral tail feathers white ; beneath, the chin
and throat white; breast the same colour as the back ; abdomen,
vent, and under tail-coverts, rusty, darker on the flanks and under
tail-coverts.

Bill dusky ; legs plumbeous grey ; irides glaucous; orbitar skin
greenish. Length 12 inches; extent 15; wing 51 ; tail 54 bill
at front nearly 1 ; tarsus 1.

# e 3 & 2 o i
The White-throated Laughing-thrush is found throughout the /. ¥ -'¢
Himalayas, from Bootan to Simla, more common in the #-°

North-west, than in the eastern portion of the range. It 5‘/, i
prefers rather high elevations, from 6,000 to 9,000 feet and (;-’14.:1
y upwards; lives in large flocks, feeding mostly on the ground,

among bamboos and brush-wood, and every now and then seream-

ing and chattering, but not so loudly or discordantly as some of

the others. Hutton, who says that it is very common at Mussooree,

found the nest “‘about seven or eight feet from the ground, of woody

tendrils, twigs, fibres, or at times of grass and leaves, and with

three beautiful shining green eggs.” Tt is not very common at

Darjeeling, and is not found below 6,000 or 7,000 feet,

412. @arrulax bectoralis, Gourp,

Tanthocincla, apud Gourp, P. Z. S., 1835—BryrH, Cat. 485
—Hogsr., Cat. 288—Cinelos. grisaure, Hobason—(@G. melanotis,
BrLyra—aG. uropygialis, CABANIS— Ol-pho, Lepch.

THE BLACK-GORGETED LAUGHING-THRUSH,

Descr.—l’lumug‘e above light olivaceous brow n, with a rusty
tinge on the back and rump, and the nape and hind neck bright
rusty; quills edged whitish, or pale cinereous, and the terminal
third of all the lateral tail-feathers with a double band of black and
white ; a narrow white supercilium ; cheeks, lores, and ear-coverts
silvery grey or white (in some, however, pure black), enclosed by
two mnarrow black lines, which originate at the base of the bill,
and circling round the eyes and ears, unite into a broad band,
which descends on the sides of the neck, and thence form a gorget
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on the top of the breast; bencath, the chin is white; the neck,

throat, breast, and sides of the abdomen, very pale fulvous, in some
bright rusty throughout, except on the middle of the lower
abdomen, sometimes white on the throat and breast ; the rest of the
body beneath, white.

Bill bluish horny, dusky above; legs greenish plumbeous ;
irides brown; orbitar skin dusky leaden. Length 13 inches;
extent 16%; wing 5%; tail 5%; bill at front 1} ; tarsus 13.

This species varies a good deal (according to the locality) in
the markings on the ear-coverts, which in some are black, in
others white mixed with black; and in some the pectoral band is
obsolete. Specimens from the Himalayas have usually the ears
silver-grey, whilst those from Arrakan have them black and grey in
every gradation. Itis found in the Himalayas, extending through
Assam into Burmah.

Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives G. uropygialis, Cabanis,
from Assam, as distinct from this, ‘the wings of a duller shade,
and the rump rufescent, not concolorous with the body.” It
does not appear to me to differ.

413. Garrulax moniliger, Honasox.

Cinclosoma, apud Hopason, As. Res. XIX.—BrLyrs, Cat. 486—
Hogrsr., Cat. 289—Ianthoc. pectoralis, apud McLELLAND — Garr.
McLellandi, BLyTH—0l-pho, Lepch.— Piang-kam, Bhot.

TrE NECK-LACED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Descr.—Very like the last ; above pale olive-brown ; the whole
neck and throat rusty; the lateral tail feathers with a double band
of black and white, but the white much less broad than in the
last ; the rest of the body beneath white, more or less tinged with
rusty on the breast, flanks, and middle of the abdomen ; a white
supercilium from the bill to the occiput; below it a black line
proceeding from the bill, through the eyes and ear-coverts (which
are black, more or less mixed with white or grey), and sweeping
round the bottom of the breast like a necklace.

Bill dusky horny; legs fleshy grey; irides yellow, or pale
brownish, or orange ; orbitar skin evanescent. Length 114 inches;
wing 5% ; tail 5; bill at front 1; tarsus 11.
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This species differs from the last in its smaller size, shorter

wing, the less development of the pectoral band, less white on

o

the tail feathers,and in the ear-coverts seldom havine any white,

or, it is only seen in the lower part; the legs and irides, too,

differ in "color. It is found in the S. E. Himalayas, also ex-
tending into Assam, Arrakan, and the Tenass erim Provinces.

I procured both this and the last at Darjeeling, and have also

seen one, or both, in Sylhet, Cachar, and Upper Burmah. They

L both associate in large flocks, and frequent more open forests than y /2

most of the previous species. The eggs are greenish blue.

Other species of Garrulax, which, without being very closely “ "

i allied, may yet be classed near this section, are (. merulinys, P 7t
1 Blyth, from the Khasia hills, remarkable for its Thrush-like

oh appearance, and perhaps . rufifrons, Swains. and Lesson, from

Java. The former I found to be rare near Cherra Poonjee, at

least during the rainy season.

The next species differs somewhat from those previously noticed
by its shorter wing, lengthened tail, and coloration. In its habits it is
intermediate Letween the species of Garrulaxr and T'rochalopteron,
having the loud call and numerous flocks of the former, whilst
the members keep individually more apart, as in.the succeeding
birds. Gray separates it generically, retaining for it Gould’s
name, lanthocincla, but, with Horsfield, I shall still keep it as
Garrulaz.

414. Garrulax ocellatus, Vicos.

Cinclosoma, apud Vicors, P. Z. 3., 1831—GouLp, Cent. H.
B, pl. 15—BLyTH, Cat. 488—Ilorsr., Cat. 292— Lho-karreum-
pho, Lepch.

Tue WaHiTE-sPOTTED LAUGHI NG-THRUSH.

Deser—Forehead, sides of the head, and body above, reddish
brown ; top of the head, and neck in front, blackish brown ; the nape,
back, wings, and upper tail-coverts, marked with white ocelli,
black anteriorly ; quills, and lateral tail-feathers, greenish dusky,
with white tips; outer webs of the middle quills grey, showing a

F
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grey alar band; the lower wing-coverts variegated with red,
black, and white; beneath, the breast whitish rufous with black
bands; abdomen pale rufous.

Bill yellowish, dusky on the ridge and tip; legs dull yellow;
irides yellow-brown. Length 14 inches; wing 5; tail 7; bill at
front 1; tarsus 17%.

I have seen mno record of this handsome bird having been
procured elsewhere than in Nepal and Sikhim. About Darjeeling
it is not found below 8,000 feet, and is most abundant between that
elevation and 10,000 feet. I saw it between Darjeeling and
Tongloo in large flocks, with a fine loud clear call, which, when
begun by one, was immediately answered on all sides. It was
feeding on various fruit and seeds.

Crocias guttatus, Temm., P. C, 592, from Java, judging from the
figure, appears to me allied to this species ; and Bonaparte
places near these birds Timalia palliata and T. lugubrms, Miiler,
both from Sumatra.

The following birds differ considerably from Garrulax, as restrict-
ed, in their smaller size, more variegated plumage, more rounded
wings, and also in habits; for, though still associating in flocks,
they do not keep so close together, but scatter through the
brushwood. They have all peculiar calls, which, however, in
general, they do not utter in such full chorus as Garrulaz. They
have of late been divided into two genera, which, however, differ
but very slightly from each other, and chiefly in the more complete
rounding of the wings. I shall not separate them, but class them
both under Hodgson’s genus Zrochalopteron ; Pterocyclos, in which
Gray places them, being pre-occupied in Malacology.

Gen. TroCHALOPTERON, Hodgson.

Syn. Garrulaz (in part) Auct.—Pterocyclos, Gray.

Char.—Bill moderate or short, nearly straight, very slightly
hooked at the tip, distinctly notched;. nostrils impended
at their base by the frontal plumes; wings short, much
rounded, the tertiaries being as long as the primaries; tail
moderately long, broad ; tarsus and feet moderately strong; hind

claw large.
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The birds of this genus are pleasingly varied in their plumage,
and the outer webs of the first primaries of many are colored

yellow, or bluish, or red.

415. Trochalopteron erythrocephalum, Vicogs.

Cinclosoma, apud Vicors, P. Z. S., 1831—GouLp, Cent. H. B.,
pl. 17—DBryTH, Cat. 495—HoRsF., Cat. 294.

THe RED-HEADED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.—Head and nape deep rich chesnut ; lores, chin, and throat
black ; ear-coverts mixed rufous and dark brown; neck posteriorly
olivaceous, with black marks; the rest of the upper plumage
ashy olive; shoulders of the wings and lesser coverts deep ferru-
ginous or chesnut; primaries olivaceous, tinged, more or less, with
ferruginous, and with black spots on the breast, especially on the
sides ; these vary in number and size, probably accordingto age;
the flanks, lower abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts, olivaceous.

Bill horny brown ; legs dull yellow.’ Length 11% inches ; wing
4}; tail 5% ; Dbill at front Z; tarsus 11.
The Red-headed Laughing-thrush appears to be confined to the
N. W. Himalayas and the western districts of Nepal. It is un-
known in Sikhim, where it is represented by a very closely allied
species. Shore, as quoted by Gould in his ¢ Century,” says that
“it is by no means uncommon in Kumaon, where it frequents
shady ravines, building in hollows and their precipitous sides, and
making its nest of small sticks and grasses, the eggs being five in

number, of a sky-blue colour.”

416. Trochalopteron chrysopterum, Gourp.
Tanthocincla, apud GouLp, P. Z. S., 1835—BLyTH, Cat. 494—
Horsr,, Cat. 204— Tarphom-pho, Lepch.— Paniong, Bhot.

ToHe YELLOW-WINGED LAUGHING-THRUSH.
Descr—Forehead dark rufous; sincipuf’dusky grey, continuing
behind the eyes asa darky band ; oceciput dark chesnut; back of
neck reddish, with large black spots; back, rump, and upper tail
coverts, olivaceous, tinged rafescent on the interscapulars ; shoul-

der of wings and lesser covests deep chesnut ; primaries olivaceous 7
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edged with bright yellow ; tertiaries dull cinereous, black tipped ;
beneath, the chin and throat are black, ear-coverts black, edged
with white; the rest rufous, with black crescentic spots on the
neck and breast; olivaceous on the flanks, vent, and under-tail-
coverts.

Bill dusky brown ; legs horny yellow brown; irides red.
Length 10 inches ; wing 4 ; tail 44; bill at front 2 ; tarsus 13,

This is perhaps the most common and abundant species about
Darjeeling. It is often seen on the road, picking up insects or
grain among the dung of cattle, but rapidly hopping off, and
diving into the nearest thicket on being approached., If one
utter its call, it is answered in all directions, though not very noisily.

The eggs are greenish blue, in a nest neatly made with roots and
moss. It extends from Sikhim and Bootan to Nepal, and is very
closely allied to the last, which it replaces in the 8, E. Himalayas.
T’ ruficapillum, Bl., from the Khasia hills, and 77 melanostigma, BI.,
from Tenasserim, are also representative species in their respec-
tive localities.

417. Trochalopteron subunicolor, Hopasox.

J. AL S XIL, 952— BLyTtH, Cat. 491—Horsr,, Cat. 306—
Tarmal-pho, Lepch.—Nabom, Bhot.

THE PLAIN-COLORED LaveHING-THRUSH,

Deser.—Above olive-brown, with black marks ; the crown dashed
with dusky cinereous, and the feathers slightly edged dark ; lores
blackish; ear-coverts, and the feathers beneath them, margined
with silvery ash ; the outer primaries, and the emarginate portion
of the others, edged with bright yellow ; the central tail-feathers
golden olive-green; lateral tail feathers blackish, olivaceous at
their base, with narrow white tips; the under parts, like those above, .
viz., olive-brown with dark marks, but paler, and with the dark
markings less defined.

10 inches ; wing 81 ; tail 41 : bill at front § ; tarsus 1.

This bird is classed as a T'rochalopteron in Horsfield's Catalogue,

whilst the two former are placed in Pterocyclos, but there is no

Bill dusky ; legs reddish brown; irides red-brown, Length
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essential distinction. The bill is a little shorter in this species, and
the wing a trifle more rounded,

It is nearly as abundant as the last in the vicinity of Darjeeling,
and its habits do not differ.

418. Trochalopteron variegatum, Vicons.

Cinclosoma, apud Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831—GouLp, Cent, H. B,
pl. 16 —BryrH, Cat. 493—Horsr, Cat. 296— Ganza, Nepal,

THE VARIEGATED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.—Plumage above brownish grey, rusty on the forchead,
and cinereous on the head and neck ; astripe from the nape through
the eyes black, surmounted by a narrow white line behind the
eye; ear-coverts dark brown ; wings with a black spot on the
primary coverts, and another on the middle of the wings ; the
greater coverts rufous; outer webs of the primaries pale ashy-white,
tinged yellowish (probably bright yellow in the fresh bird) ; the
last of the primaries and all the secondaries tipped white ; tail, witl,
the tips of fogr 1'11iddlc feathers, ashy grey, the four outer feathers
on each side edged with olive-yellow, and white tipped, an
all, except the outer ones, black at the base ; beneath, the chin,
throat, and middle of the neck, are black ; the sides of the neck
pale rusty whitish, olivaceous on the breast ind flanks; ‘and¥the
abdomen and vent rufous.

Bill black; legs reddish ; irides brown. Length 10 inches ;
wing 4 ; tail 41; bill at front 17 5 tarsus 14

This species has been sent from Nepal, Kumaon, and Simla, but
1t ‘E’fj nut. appegr to extend into .‘,‘wkhn‘li}/; ‘

18 a. 7 Chdd e ectnl- 1/8 L Sk
419. Trochalopteron affine, vasox.

Garrulax, apud Hopason, J. A. S., XII, 950—Brymsn, Cat.

492—Hogrsr., Cat. 297,

THE BLACK-FACED LAUGHING-THRUSH.
Deser.—Above rufescent olive-brown, more or less mottled
with paler on the back; rump dingy greenish, and the upper tail-
coverts rufous; sides of head, lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts, black,
occasionally this hue even suffusing the crown ; shoulder of
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wings and wing-coverts like the back; a jet black spot on the
primary coverts ; winglet, and the outer margin of the quills, pearl
grey ; those of the secondaries and some of the tertiaries greenish

yellow; the rest of the tertiaries and tips of the secondaries

slaty grey ; a broad white moustachial spot, and one behind
the ears also white ; beneath, the chin is black ; the breast rufous
brown, the feathers edged laterally with grey ; the belly uniform
faint rufous brown ; lower tail-coverts the same, but darker.

Bill black; feet reddish brown; irides brown. Length 104
inches ; wing 4 ; tail 4% ; bill at front nearly % ; tarsus 11.

This rare species of Laughing-thrush may be said in some
measure to take the place, in the S. E. Himalayas, of the last. It
has been sent from Bootan, Sikhim, and Nepal. I saw it in thick
bamboo jungle between 8,000 and 9,000 feet of elevation, on the
road from Darjeeling to Tongloo, and I imagine that it only fre-
quents the higher mountains,

420. Trochalopteron squamatum, Gourp.

Ianthocincla, apud GouLp, P. Z. S., ]Sﬂ;ﬁfxﬁlh,ﬁ"ﬁr, Cat. 492
—IorsF., Cat. 305—JARD. and SeELBY, IIL Orn. 2, pl. 4—
(éiuclo:;. me]zfmlru, HobesoN—Tarmal-pho, Lepch.— Nabom, Bhot.

" THE BLUE-WINGED LAvGHING-THRUSH,

Descr.—Head, neck, and body above, olive-brown, with black
lunules ; rump unspotted dark chesnut ; brows black ; wings black
internally, visible as such on the tertiaries, but the Cd;:o.s‘ of the
first primaries blue ; margins of the other quills, and the coverts,
dark castaneous; tail black, overlaid with glossy

green, and
obsoletely barred with a terminal band of

rusty ; bengath, the
chin is_black, and the rest of the lower plumage olivaceous in
some, In others inclined to rufous or chesnut; vent and under
tail-coverts rufescent or chesnut.
Bill black ; legs shining fleshy brown; irides red-brown (glaucous
according to Hodgson). Length 10%. inches ; extent 12: wing
: . s R -l t=)
3% tail 4% ; bill at front 2 ; tarsus 14
[his is a common bird in the neigchbourhood of Darjeeling, and

has similar habits with the others. It has very short and highly
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rounded wings, and was placed by Horsfield as a restricted Trocha-
lopteron. Ithas hitherto only been found in Nepal and Sikhim, but
I quite recently obtained it in the Khasia hills, where not un-
common,

421. Trochalopteron rufogulare, Gourp,
Ianthocincla, apud Gourp, P. Z. S., 1831—BrLyTH, Cat. 482
—Hogsr., Cat. 303—Cinclos. rufimenta, Hopason — Narbigivan-
pho, Lepch.

Tne RUrous-CHINNED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.—Above . olive-brown, broadly lunated with black ; the
entire cap black; tail dark rufescent olivaceous, unspotted, but
with a double band of black and rusty at the tip; winglet, and
outer edges of the primaries, bluish,” the last white tipped ; the
long coverts of the wings tipped with black, barwise ; a pale white
roundish spot before the eyes, and a broad longitudinal black patch
behind the gape, extending under and behind the ear-coverts,
which are olivdrufescent ; beneath, the chin is rusty; the throat
white (rusty in some individuals, the females ?); breast and belly
pale smoky grey, with black drops; vent and under tail-coverts
rusty ; the lower part of the flanks and thighs olive-brown.,

Bill horny yellow ; legs fleshy brown ; orbitar skin blue. Length
10 inches; extent 102; wing 3%; tail 41; bill at front not g.
tarsus 1§. The bill is somewhat straighter than in the others, and
very indistinctly notched.

This bird is found throughout the whole extent of the Hima-
layas, from Bootan to Cashmere, and also in the Khasia hills.
It is not common at Darjecling, and I found it at from 5,000 to
8,000 feet. Hutton obtained the nest and eggs at Mussooree in
May. The eggs are white ; a color rare, but not unknown, in this
group, vide p. 35. Adams states that it is common in the dense
jungles of the lower Himalayan ranges in the N. W., and around
the vale of Cashmere. It is generally seen in flocks, and its call
is loud and harsh.

The next bird stands alone in its coloration, and is perhaps the
richest colored in the family.

20




48 BIRDS OF INDIA.

422. Trochalopteron pheeniceum, Gourp,
Cat.

497—HogsF., - Cat 302—Crateropus puniceus, Bryrua—Tilji-

lanthocinela, apud Gourp, Icon. Av., pl.

pho, Lepch. —Repcha, Bhot.
THE CRIMSON-WINGED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.— Above, plumage rich olive-brown, rufous on the e wings ;
tail dusky black above, each feather tipped with bright orange, 1]1(_‘.
lateral ones most broadly so; the feathers on the sides of the
crown, and over the eye, margined laterally with black, form-
ing a superciliary streak ; eye-streak, ear-coverts, sides of the
neck, outer edge of primaries, of the terminal portions of the
secondaries, and of the longest tertiaries, crimson ; the secondaries
black internally, and partially margined with ] Jt'ht grey ; beneath,
as the upper plumage, but Imlu, and tinged with uuldy
beneath almost (!Iltil't}]_\' cfnl]-mmlgc.

; tail

Bill black ; legs livid brown; irides red-brown. Length 81
inches ; extent 104 ; win 1g 3% ; tail 43 ; bill at front §; tarsus 1.5.

This richly-plumaged ]“mnllmw-ﬂmhh 18 fum]d in the 8. E.
Himalayas, and also in the Khasia hills, - Tt is tolerably abundant
in Sikhim, and frequents the zone from 4,000 to 6,000 feet or so.
A nmest and eggs, said to be of this bird, were brought to me at
Darjeelng, the nest made of toots and grass, and the ecos, three

innumber, pale blue, with a Feu narrow .lnd W J,\y dusky bm_ah-

The two next birds h(lonﬂ 10 a pu'uhdl typ (', and are the onlv
representatives of the genus found in Southern India, where they,
as was to be expected, are confined to the summits of the highest
mountain ranges. '

423. Trochalopteron cachinnans, Jerpox.

Crateropus, apud JerpoN, Cat. 87, with figure—BLy TH, Cat.
598—HorsF., Cat. 298—Crat. Iallund\u l)l'lewhl;rL-L.I)clc- ;
sertl, LAFRISNAYE,

THE NEILGHERRY LAUGHING-THRUSH.
Deser.— Above olive-brown ; the head dusky black ; eye-brows,
lores, and eyelids, white; ear-coverts rufous ; beneath, the chin
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white ; the rest of the body bright rufous, olivaceous on the flanks
and lower tail-coverts.

Bill black ; legs dusky rrrocnich; irides fine red. Length 9}
inches ; wing 3L tail 4; 1 at front 7; ; tarsus 13.

This noisy bird is a.bum ant in all the woods on the summit of
the Neilgherries, and its loud laughing call is often heard when
the bird itself remains unseen. I have found it nowhere else than
on the Neilgherries, but it very probably will be found on the top
of the Pulneys, Animalies, and other high ranges of Southern India.

Like others of the genus, it lives in small scattered flocks, forag-
ing about the thick brushwood. It often wanders apparently
alone, though at no great distance from the flock, with whom it
keeps up a communication as a signal of the direction’ it is going,
or, perhaps, of the abundance of food obtained. On being
watched they hop and climb up the stems and thick branches of
the nearest tree, never however a»(,cmhuer to the tops of trees.
They feed partly on the ground, and partly on bushes; and their
chief food appears to be fruit, especially that of the Physalis
peruviana, so perfectly acclimatized on the Neilgherries; but they
oceasionally eat caterpillars and other insects. The nest is made of
roots and moss, and the egos are blue, with a few brownish spots

I was in errorin stating in my Illustrations of Indian ()mlthnlm y
that the eggs were white, for, on the occasion alluded to, I mistook
the bird (of which I had only a hurried glance); it was the
Pomatorhinus Horsfieldii whose nest I then obtained, as I had
afterwards several opportunities of confirming.

424. Trochalopteron Jerdoni, Bryrs.
Garrulax, apud BLyrm, J. A S., XX. 522,

THr BANASORE LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Descr.— Above olivaceous ; the head bluish, passing to dull ashy
on the nape ; white supercilia ; lores black, less developed than in
cachinnans ; fore-neck and breast pale ashy, passing to whitish on
the ear-coverts ; middle of the abdomen rufous ; flanks and under
tail-coverts olivaceous.

Bill black ; legs horny; irides red. Length 8% inches; wing
3% ; tail 33y tarsus 1

3
10 10°
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This Laughing-thrush is very closely allied to the last, differing
chiefly by the ashy breast, and some few other particulars. I
procured it near the top of the Banasore peak, a hich hill at the
edge of the Ghats separating Malabar from the Wynaad, at an
elevation of from 5,000 to 6,000 feet. Its voiceis very like that of
its Neilgherry congener, but more subdued. I did not hear it
in Coorg, nor in any other part of the Wynaad, but I have no
doubt that it will be found on some of the higher elevations along
the range of Western Ghats.

The two next species also differ from all in their mode of colora-
tion, and, to a small extent, structurally, and they exhibit some
affinity for Actinodura, and also, though more distantly, to the

Malacocireus group.

425. Trochalopteron lineatum, Vicors.
Cinclosoma, apud Vigors, P. Z. 8., 1831—BrLyrh, Cat. 599—
Hogrsr., Cat. 300. e it : ‘
THE STREAKED LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Jeser.—Head and back olivaceous ashy, the feathers of the
head and neck centred with reddish brown ; wings chesnut ; tail
the same, more or less olivaceous, and with a broad ashy-white tip,
preceded by a narrow dark band, and obsoletely barred (most dis-
tinctly seen beneath); ear-coverts rufescent; lores, and over the
eyes, whitish ; beneath the plumage is mixed ashy and rufescent,
lighter and more ashy on the chin and throat; lower abdomen,
vent, and under tail-coverts, olivaceous; the feathers of the back
and of the neck and breast white-shafted ; and the feathers of the

hy.
3

breast and lower parts are all edged with olive as

Length 8% inches; wing 83 ; tail 32 ; bill at front T 3 tarsus 1}

This species has not been found in the Sikhim Himalayas, but
extends from Nepal to Cashmere, where Adams says that it is not
rave. Ie found it living in flocks, very tame, and with a low
chattering note. Hutton says that it is seen in pairs, or four
or five together. He found the nest, either in a low bush, or the
sides of a bank, loosely constructed of grass, stalks, and roots,

and with usually three egas, whose color he does not mention.
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426. Trochalopteron setafer, Honason.
Cinclosoma, apud Hopason, As. Res. XIX.—Garr. imbricatus,
Bryra, J. A. 8., XII., 951*—BLyTH, Cat. 500—HorsF., Cat, 299.

Tue BrisTLy LAUGHING-THRUSH.

Deser.—Above rufescent brown, darker on the head, and more
rufous on the wings and tail ; rump and flanks olive-green ; tail
rufescent, its feathers broadly subterminated with dull black, and
the extreme tip whitish; feathers of the crown, nape, and neck,
slightly margined with dull olive-green, and with shining black
shafts, and these feathers and those of the back slightly rigid to
the feel ; lorés albescent ; Beneath, rufescent olive-brown, more in-
clining to rufous than the upper parts, and the ear-coverts, sides of
neck, and all the under parts are more or less white-shafted, chiefly
towards the tips of the feathers; the primaries are inconspicuously
margined with grey, and the secondaries with yellowish olive.

Bill and feet brown. Length 8% inches; wing 3 ; tail 4 ; bill at
front §; tarsus 1.

This curious species shows some aflinities for Acanthoptila,
placed by Hodgson in the Malacocircus series, both by its more
lengthened bill and the spinous character of the plumage. It has
only as yet been sent from Nepal and Bootan, but it will probably

C

be found in Sikhim. Hodgson states that the stomach of this bird
is very thick, almost like a gizzard.

No other species of this genus appear to be recorded, except
one from China, said by Blyth to be very Malacocircus-like.
Psophodes of Australia appears to belong to this family, near the
present series, and indeed has been placed in it by Bonaparte ; and
this Ornithologist also classes next to it the peculiar Malayan genus
Lophocitta, Vanga eristata of Gritlith’s Cuvier, which appears to
have some affinity for Thamnocataphus. The European Dysornithia
infansta, usually placed among the Jays, perhaps belongs to this
family and section, but most of the African Crateropi come
nearer the Malacocircus group.

* Blyth’s imbricatus agrees with the description of setafer, but Hodgson appears
to have mixed up specimens of both species, for he sent specimens of the last bird
as setafer, as I am informed by Mr. Blyth.

e
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We have next in order two genera which differ somewhat,
both in structure and habits, from the others of this family, but
which, nevertheless, appear to belong to it. They are more arbo-
real in their habits, less social and noisy, and they appear to
have some affinities for the Leiotrichine, and analogies for the
Jays.

Gen. AcTINODURA, Gould,

Syn. Izops, Hodgs.— Leiocinela, Bl

Char.—Bill moderately Itmg and compressed, rather slender,
slightly curved ; nostrils linear, basal ; rictal bristles few and weak ;
wings short, rounded, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills about equal ; tail
long, graduated ; tarsus moderate, stout; lateral toes unequal ;
anterior claws long, moderately curved ; hind toe with the claw
strong and well curved. Plumage copious, dense, and silky 3
wings barred ; tail obscurely banded ; head crested.

This genus was considered by Hodgson to be a link between
Sibia and Cinclosoma. Bonaparte in his Conspectus placed it next
to Malacocircus, but afterwards removed it to the Garrulasz series,
Blyth, Horsfield, and Gray all recognise its affinity to this family,
and I think it may be considered to lead from L'rochalopteron

to Malacocircus. There are only two species known.

427. Actinodura Egertoni, Gourp.

P. Z. 8., 1836—BLyTH, Cat. 501—HoRrsr., Cat. 307—Ixops
rufifrons, HopasoN—Leiocincla plumosa, BLyrH—GouLp, Birds
of Asia, pl.—Ramnio-pho, Lepch.

TeHE RUurous Bar-wiNg.

Deser.—Crown and nape soft brown, pnssing into ashy pink on
the crest; forehead deep red-brown; ear-coverts silk ;

: I o rts silky ashy E
brown ; back, rump, shoulder of wing, and coverts, red-brown;
primaries, except the first three, barred with black on a reddish
ash ground; the secondaries and tertiaries with mnarrow dark
bars on a more rufous ground; tail dark ruddy brown, faintly*
barred with dusky (except the two central tail-feathers), and
white tipped ; beneath pale rufescent, tinged with ashy on the
neck and breast,jand with red-brown on the throat.




[From the ANNALS AND MAGAZINE oF N rTuraAL History fo
November 1875.]

Description of a supposed new Actinura SJrom the Dafla
Hills. By Major H. H. GopwiN-AusteN, F.R.G.S.,
F.Z.5., &ec., Deputy Superintendent, Topographical Survey

of India.

AMONG the birds collected by me on the Expedition into the
Dafla hills, Assam, last winter, one of the most interesting
forms is the Aetinura I now describe. As might be expected,
its nearest ally is 4. nipalensis, Hodgs., the coloration above
being very similar on the back and tail, but with less rufous
barring. The crest, however, is quite different ; and in this re-
spect the species approaches 4. Waldens from the Naga hills,
on the south of the Brahmaputra valley, only that the crest
18 far fuller. The general blotchy streakiness of the throat
and breast is also a mark of connexion with 4. Waldeni. On
comparison, it is seen that Actinura daflaensis bears the same
relation to nipalensis that Waldens does to FKgertont,

The genus s a very well-marked one ; and we can now record
from the Indian region five species (including 4. Ramsayi
from Tonghoo, in Burmah, described by Viscount Walden m
‘Amn. & Mag. Nat. Hist.’ for June 1875), viz.:—1. 4. Eger-
tonr,Grould;; 2. 4. nipalensis, Hodgson; 3. 4., Waldeni, Godwin-
Austen ; 4. A. daflaensis, Godwin-Austen ; 5. 4. Ramsayy,
Walden. The last is a very distinct and interesting bird, a
departure from the East-Himalayan type, but yet in every
pomnt a true Actinura.

.0 i . .
4.7,1 Actinura daflaensis, n. sp.

Male. Above—head ash-brown ; feathers in front spatulate,
behind elongated into a full crest, narrowly pale-edged ; the
ash tint pales on back of neck, and merges into the strong
rusty brown of the back and upper tail-coverts ; base of tail-
feathers of same colour, followed by four or five black bars,
and the terminal half all black, the three outer tipped white,




e
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with a slight tendency to barring on the extreme outer web ;
side ni'lu‘ﬁlusl:-g_;‘rw}?'Hn't'a covertswith light silky reflections;
shoulder of wing rusty brown; first primary coverts tipped
with grey, forming a distinct narrow band, the last (covering
tlie first seven primaries) black, fc rming dlhl'[t hsthe pllm.ul(.
are b](llil.iv]llu\yll outermost-edged with hoary grey, lack on
inner webs and extremities, and n.mn\\l\' barred \\Hh black
on the terminal out (‘l web ; secondaries evenly and narrowly
barred black and pale olivaceous umber. Beneath—the chin
and throat pale din ngy white, beconing a dirty ochry ash on
the breast, with a blurry striation p.uu:u.mh on the throat;
flanks and under tail-coverts rusty brown ; t tail beneath aﬁlw
black, the outermost feathers lMuu.l\' barred.  Bill dark
horny, legs the same; irides ——7?

Length 7-5 inches, wing 35, tail 32, tarsus 1-3, bill
front 0-68.

Hab. In high forest at 7000 feet, Dafla hills, and first shot
on Shengorh Peak in February.

I trust to give a figure of this bird in the Journal of the
Asiatic Society of lun;;_dl as soon as 1 have (nminhtul the

list of birds collected in the Dafla hills, which is now being

worked out.
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Bill light horny; legs pale brown; irides brown. Length 9
inches ; wing 3% ; tail 5 ; bill at front ; tarsus 1.

The rufous Bar-wing is found from Nepal, to the hill ranges of
Assam and Sylhet. It is very common near Darjeeling, from
3,000 to 6,000 feet or so, associates in small flocks, wandering
from tree to tree, and carefully examining the foliage and branches,
never descending to the ground, and feeding both on fruit and
(especially) on insects.

Horsfield gives Afghanistan as a locality, but I have no doubt
that Griffith’s specimens were from the Khasia hills, where I found
it far from rare.

428. Actinodura nipalensis, Hopason.

Cinclosoma, apud HopasoN, As. Res. XIX., subsequently Ixops,—
Bryrg, Cat. 502—Horsr., Cat. 308 —Ramnio-pho, Lepch.

Tae Hoary BAR-WING.

Descr.—Plumage above rufescent brown, with an olivaceous
tinge ; head and nape, with the full soft crest, pure brown, the
centre of each feather, hoary ; ear-coverts and cheeks dark grey ;
a black moustache from the lower mandible, bounding the ear-
coverts beneath ; the greater coverts black ; the wings castaneous,
with numerous cross bars of black, and the quills cxtcmully and
at tip black ; tail also castaneous, with numerous black bands,
except the two middle tail-feathers ; the inner web quite black, and
the tip white, broadly ended with pure black ; beneath, rufescent
ashy with a yellow tint; the flanks, thighs, vent, and under tail-
coverts, of the same color as the back.

Bill dusky horny ; legs pale fleshy brown; irides brown. Length
8 inches; extent 10; wing 3% ; tail 3%; bill at front § ; tarsus 1.2.

The Hoary Bar-wing replaces the last species at higher elevations,
being found from about 7,000 to 10,000 feet and upwards. It has
only been procured in the S. E. Himalayas, in Nepal, Sikhim, and
Bootan. It may be said to be still more arboreal than the last,
for it is frequently seen perched on the very tops of moderate-sized
trees. It feeds chiefly on insects, and I found it, on Mt. Tongloo,
feeding on the various insects that infest the flowers of the
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Rhododendrons. As I did not obtain the nest, either of this or of
the last species, I presume that they build on high trees.
Gen. Siera, Hodgson. -

Syn. Aleopus, Hodgson— Heterophosia, Blyth, partly.

Char.—Bill rather long, slender, gently curved, barely hooked
at the tip, and almost entire; nares lateral, lengthened ; wings
moderate, rounded; tarsi stout, moderately long ; toes moderate,
lateral toes unequal, hind toe broad and large ; nails acute, mo-
derately curved.

The form of the birds of this genus is slender, and the bill is
more lengthened and attenuated than in most of the members of
this family. The tongue, moreover, is forked and slightly brushed,
somewhat as in Phyllornis. Gray includes it in the Pycnonotine,
or Bulbuls, as Bonaparte formerly did, near to Hypsipetes . (the
most slender billed of the Bulbul $) ; and MecLelland, indeed,

described one species as a Hypsipetes. Blyth, however, described

this very species as an Actinodura ; and, taking their strong legs
and feet as the most important character, I quite agree with
Hodgson, Blyth, and Horsfield, in placing Sibia next to Actinodura
in this family, of which it may be considered a tenuirostral or
Melliphagous type, as Hodgson asserts.

There are two forms in this genus, to one of which Cabanis, and
Gray, following him, have given the generic name Malacias, but
I shall not adopt it here; and, moreover, if the genus is to be
divided, I would retain Sibia for the species classed by Cabanis as
Malacias, and apply Blyth’s prior name of Heterophasia for the
long-tailed species.

429. Bibia capistrata, Vicors.
Cinclosoma, apud Vicors, P. Z. S., 1831 —BryrH, Cat. 514—
Horsr., Cat. 314—S. nigriceps, HopesoN—Cinclos. melanoce-

phalum, RovLE, List of l:udsﬁ-,&am&:m].-j)!m Lepch.— Sesigona,
B]l{)t.—Siffj/.’ﬂ Nepal.
THE BLACK-HEADED SIBIA.
Descr.—Xead above, cheeks, and ear-coverts, black ; nape pale
rufous ; back brownish orey in the middle, deep rufous posteriorl
arey ; I I
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and on the upper tail-coverts; tail rufous, black at the base (except
the central feathers, which are rufous grey), with a subterminal
broad band of black, tipped grey; the inner webs rufous; neck
in front, breast, and upper part of the abdomen, pale rufous; the
rest deep rufous.

3ill black ; legs yellowish brown ; irides brown. Length 9 to
10 inches ; extent 11 ; wing 4; tail 5 ; bill at front 11 ; tarsus 14.

The black-headed Sibia is found throughout the whole Hima-
layas, from Simla to Bootan, and is one of the most abundant birds
about Darjeeling. It is found from 4,000 feet to 8,000 feet, but
most common about 7,000 feet. It frequents the highest trees,
climbing up the larger branches, and clinging round and below the
smaller branches, almost like a Wood-pecker, or Nuthatch.

It is often seen alone, or in pairs, but occasionally in small
parties ; and is constantly uttering its twittering call, which Hutton
syllabizes as titteeree, titteree, tweeyo, often answered by one
at some little distance. It is very fond of concealing itself in
the thick masses of Epiphytic plants found on all lofty trees in
Sikhim, and its favorite food is the fruit of the Epiphbytic Andro-
medz so abundant about Darjeeling; it ooccasionally, however,
picks insects from moss, or crevices of the bark.

I on one occasion saw it at Kursion, 4,500 feet high, in winter,
climbing up and down the thatched roof of a bungalow.
Hutton procured the nest at Mussooree, made of coarse grass,
moss, wool, and roots; and the one egg he got was pale bluish-
white, with rufous freckles.

430. Sibia picaoides, Honacsox.

J. A. 8., VIII,, 38-—BrytH, Cat. 508—HoRsF., Cat. 312—
Heterophasia cuculopsis, BLyTn

Malcheo-pho, Lepch.

THE LONG-TAILED SiBIA.

Descr.—Above greenish fuscous, slightly darker on the fore-
head ; lores black ; wings dusky, with a large white wing-spot
formed by.the middle third of the outer webs of four of the
secondaries ; tail dusky, with broad white tip; beneath dark ashy,
paler on the belly.
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Bill and legs blackish; irides red-brown. Length 14 inches;
extent 14 ; wing 4% ; tail 8% ; bill at front 7 ; tarsus 1%,

This curious looking bitd is the type of Blyth's Heferophasia,
which, as he says, bas a very cuculideous appearance altogether,
It differs from the more common species in its longer bill, longer
wings, and gently lengthened tail, as well as in its mode of colora-
tion ; and, 1f other species are discovered resembling it, will
deserve separation. It bears towards 8. capistrata much the same
relation as Volvocivora silens does towards V. Sykesii,

It has only been found in Nepal, Sikhim, and Bootan. T found it
not uncommon near Darjeeling at about 4,000 feet of elevation,
associating in flocks of six or seven, and flying from tree to tree,
feeding both on fruit and insects, and keeping up a continual
whistling sort of call.

Two other species of Sibia are on record ; one from Assam, §.
gracilis, McLell., which I found rather common on the Khasia hills
at about 5,000 feet high; and 8. melanoleuca, Tickell, from
Tenasserim. They both belong to the type of Capistrata.

The bird described and figured by Nicholson in the Proe. Zool. Soe.

for 1851, page 195, as Artamus cucullatus, has much the aspect of

“Sibia gracilis. Its 114])11:5, as described, are certainly not those of

Artamus, or any similar bird ; but, unless it be a Sibiz or allied
form, I know not where else to class it. I shall here transcribe the
account of the bird from the work above quoted. It is said to be
from India, but the locality is not mentioned. The Tailor-bird de-
seribed in the previous page was from Western India, Rajcote and
Surat.

“ Head large ; bill strong, narrow, and sharp, gently arched on
the culmen ; a distinet notch near the tip of upper mandibl e ; gape
wide ; tongue horny and divided at the point ; nostrils basal, small ;

eye rather small ; iris of a silve ry colour, tinged with yellow ; wings

{ rounded ; first quill very short, third lo ngest, second, third, and

fourth quills emarginate on outer web ; tail short, and nearly even
at the end, of twelve feathers, 2} inches long; tarsus strong ?
hallux and claw stronger than the other toes, and as long as the
inner toe, and has a large pad at its base; the outer toe is shorter ;
the claws are much hooked ; plumage is soft and loose,

»{'JJ 7 { ,i‘s{.{fﬁ, .‘r“ { W i JI‘TPK.!ZJ o I!(ﬂéq.
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X XV.—Description of a new Sibia Jrom the Ndgd Hills, North-

i east Frontier, Bengal. By Major H. . (GODWIN-AUSTEN,
F.R.G.8,, F.Z.8., &c., Deputy Superintendent, Topogra-
" phical Survey of India.

" PHE bird now described as new was obtained during the cold
eason of 1872-73, when I was employed on the Boundary
tesdurvey of the Négd Hills and Munipdr.  Other species col-
seted at the same time, and those lately described in a paper
ead before the Zoological Society, form part of a collection of
“irds I have been bringing together on the north-east frontier
lniof India. Lists of these have been given from time to time
2 the ¢ Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,’ vol. xxxix.
, art 2, 1870, and vol. xli. part 2, 1872.

Sibia pulchella, nov. sp., Godwin-Austen.

Above ashy grey, bluer on the head, the two centre tail-
saathers umber-brown, terminating (each colour # inch) in
Jich black, followed sharply by dark grey. The outer tail-
“ "eathers are tipped in like manner with grey, but the black
ncreases on each feather outwards, and on the last extends to
I8 base. Shoulders of wing blue-grey, with a bar of pale
“*hocolate-brown coming in at the base of the black primary
gund secondary coverts. Quills grey-black, the primaries
.>dged pale hoary blue; the secondaries blue-grey, the last
_hree are umber-brown, and the last two are edged narrowly
on outer web with black. A narrow frontal band and lores
olack, extending both over and below the eye to base of the
ppar-coverts. Beneath ashy blue, with a vinous brown tinge
..apon the lower breast and abdomen. Bill black ; legs horny
I“brown ; irides L
s Length 95 inches; wing 4-1, tail 4-85, tarsus 1'3, bill at
front 0-75.
i I shot two specimens of this very beautifully but subdued-
““zoloured Sibia in April last, when making the ascent of the
#peak of Khiinho, Eastern Burrail range, Ndgd Hills, at about
8000 feet. The bird a})peared pretty numerous, in companies
. of four to six or eight, haunting the tops of the rhododendron
“trees, then in full bloom, busily engaged searching for insects
“in the flowers, and their forehead, chin, and throat were
covered thick with the pollen. : : _
In the general distribution of the coloration and form l_t
“resembles S. gracilis, extremely common 1n the same locality,
“but seldom seen there above 6000 feet.
: |
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22,

deipenser Dabryanus, Duméril, Nouv. Arch. Mus. iv, p- 98, pl. 22.fig |

One specimen, 31 inches long. The numbers of shiell
differ a little from those given by Duméril. Dorsal 12;
lateral 34 or 37; ventral 11; D. 51.

XXIV.—O0n the Dwarf Buffalo offPennant.
By Sir VicTor Brooke, Barty, F.Z.S.

To the Editors of the Annals and Magaziie of Natural History.

GENTLEMEN,

With reference to Dr. Gray's yémarks upon my papet i
“ African Buffaloes” in the Decesiber number of your Jour
(p. 499), I would merely ask,fény person interested in i
matter to turn to Pennant’s ‘ﬁvnopsis of Quadrupeds ' and#
judge for himself ‘as to thg’correctness of Dr. G ray’s st
ments. Pennant, in\his & cription of the “ Dwarf” (p. 9,
thus writege < 7%e horng fof this animal are in the Museun(
the By &Society, destyibed by Grew, page 26,” and up
plate 8.1y .re 3 he figlres these horns.

Turton, having founded\the name Bos pumilus upon Per
nant’s ¢ Dwarf,)” itfollows that the horns spoken of and ﬁguref:
by Pennant are t¥pical specimens of “ Bos pumilus.”

: In thc' Brit-ishf Museum are a\ pair of horns, entered in fh¢

I'Ian’d—h.f_st of Hidentate, 'l‘llick-skinnct], and Ruminant Man
n:aL:z (1873,. 82) as recetved frop the Museum of the Royl
*_SUCZC@’; ‘;V‘hw]‘ exactly agree with Pennant’s dcsc'riptiml and
figure. l}ﬂ-‘-‘.,c‘ can tll(%l‘ci'om, I thin!&, be no reasonable doull
tl)mt they are"the identical specimens figured and describedly
Pennant. >
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¢ Colours.—The whole top of the head is covered with a cap of
black. Bill lead-colour at base and black at the point. The chin,

the breast, and all underneath white; the body all above of a
leaden colour. Quills and tail of a light black, edged with light
on both webs; the outer web of the outer tail-feather is white,
as well as the tips of the first five on each side. Feet and legs
black. Male: weight 6} oz. Length from bill to tip of tail 7§
inches. Alar extent 10 inches.

“ Contents of stomach were a few grains of Holeus spicatus and
the exuvie of insects.

“ These birds are only found in very thick jungles among the
brushwood, where they are always moving about, and are shot
with great difficulty, and even then, if not killed outright, they

are so tenacious of life, that they creep into the first hole or crevice

they come to. The only note I ever heard was like ¢ chick, chick.’

I think they are residents, but the few I have seen just appear
and are lost again in a moment, so that I know little of their habits ;
the one figured here had one leg and both wings broken, and still

o

crept into the hole of a jerboa-rat, from which I dug it out dead.”

The next bird is a very interesting form which appears to

: unite the Garrulaz group with the Babblers; and also resembles
Sibia in the form of its bill. It resembles T:'m'/.:(dojt!cran setafer
J in the general charaeter of its plumage, and specially in the black
and spiny shafts of many of the body feathers, whilst it is

more like Malacocircus in its bill and general structure, and
Hodgson classed it with the members of that genus.

Gen. AcantHOPTILA, Blyth.
Char.—Bill moderately long, compressed, very gently curved,
pointed, entire ; rictal bristles few and small; wings feeble, much

rounded ; tail long, broad; tarsus moderately Iong, stout ; lateral”

Y

toes nearly equal ; claws moderately curved ; plumage with black,
i and shining shafts.
431. Acanthoptila nipalensis, Hopasox.
Timalia, apud HopesoN, As. Res. XIX.—BryTH, Cat. 789—
Hogsr., Cat. 320—T. pellotis and T. leucotis, Hopasox.
i
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Tue SpiNy BABBLER.

Descr.— Above brown ; chin, throat, neck, and upper breast, rufes-
cent ; the lower part of the breast, belly, and vent, albescent, shaded
with brown, and passing into brown on the flanks, thighs, and
under tail-coverts ; cheeks pure white ; outer webs of the primaries
pale; the plumage generally with black and somewhat spiny shafts
to the feathers.

Bill and legs dark plumbeous; irides hoary blue. Length 10
inches ; extent 10; wing 4; tail 5; bill at front Z; tarsus 1%,

This highly interesting bird appears to be rare, having only been
sent from Nepal, and I did not procure it in Sikhim or in the Terai.
Nothing is recorded of its habits.

The next group is that peculiarly Indian one the Babblers. It
includes several more or less marked types of form, the most
typical of which appears to be only found in the continent of India
and Ceylon, and is one of the few generic types quite peculiar to
the plains of India. The birds composing this group are all grega-
rious, somewhat garrulous, chiefly ground feeders, and mostly
familiar birds. They construct a loose nest of twigs, and all lay
blue eggs.

Gen. MALACOCIRCUS, Swainson.

Syn. Timalia, Auct.

Char.—DBill short or moderate, much compressed, rather deep,
curving from the base, barely hooked at the tip, entire; com-
missure slightly curved; gonys ascending; nostrils apert; a few
short pale rictal sete; wings short, much rounded, 4th, 5th, and
6th quills nearly equal and longest ; tail moderately long, broad;
tarsus stout, scutellate ; feet rather large ; claws moderately curved.

The birds composing this genus resemble one another so closely
that they are with difficulty recognised as distinct. The frontal
plumes are broad and round, but slightly rigid. They are clad
in sombre earthy grey, more or less mixed with rufescent, and
striated, and were formerly, by some authors, referred to the
Mynas. One or more species are to be found in every part of

the plains of India, and it is the type alluded to above as being

perhaps the most characteristic form in this geographical district.




pale fulvescent. ; 4 !

Bill horny brown; irides pale yellow; legs dingy or fleshy
yellow. IL\nifth 9 to 10 inches; extent 13; wing 4} ; tail 44 ; bill
at front §; tarsus 14..

This species very closely resembles M. striatus of Ceylon,
excepting that all its colors are less brought out, the cross rays
on the tail being faint and incons spicuous, barely discernible on
the tertiaries, and not at all on the secondaries ; it has a very
weak tinge of fulvous on the abdominal region, whilst the Ceylon
bird is deeper ferruginous. The closed wing of striatus shows
more ashy, the bill too is a trifle longer, Lm:[mmn gradually curved.

The Bengal Babbler is found threughout all Bengal proper,
extending south to Goomsoor, and pethaps further westward,
through the Terai of Nepal to the Dehra Doon; and as far as
thu Nerbudda at all events in Central India. “It is,” says Pearson,

‘a most abundant and conspicuous species in Bengal and Nepal,
It is the Sat bhai, or seven brothers, of the natives, so called
from being always found in a company of about tlmt number.
It is one of the chattering, noisiest birds in India, squeaking and
hopping about,, now on the ground then upon a tree, the flock
being constantly on the move; when one starts, all the rest fol-

low it, one after the other, making generally but a short flicht of
not more than forty or fifty yards at a time, and when alighted

/ﬂ' N\
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and Ceylon, and is one of the few generic types quite peculiar to
the plains of India. The birds compoging this group are all grega-
rious, somewhat garrulous, chiefly ground feeders, and mostly
familiar birds. They construct a loose nest of twigs, and all lay
blue eggs.

Gen. MALACOCIRCUS, Swalnson.

Syn. Timalia, Auct.
Char.—Bill short or moderate, much compressed, rather deep,
curving from the base, barely hooked at the tip, entire; com-

gonys ascending ; nostrils apert; a few

missure slightly curved;
short pale rictal setw; wings short, much rounded, 4th, 5th, and
6th quills nearly equal and longest ; tail moderately long, broad;
tarsus stout, scutellate ; feet rather large ; claws moderately curved.
The birds composing this genus resemble one another so closely
that they are with difficulty recognised as distinct. The frontal
plumes are broad and round, but slightly rigid. They are clad
in sombre earthy grey, more or less mixed with rufescent, and
striated, and were formerly, by some authors, referred to the
Mynas. One or more species are to be found in every part of
the plains of India, and it is the type alluded to above as being
perhaps the most characteristic form in this geographical district.
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432. Malacocircus terricolor, Hopasox.

Pastor, apud Hopbason, J. A. 8., V., 771—M. Bengalensis,
Bryrn, Cat. T90—M. ecanorus, L., apud Horsr., Cat. 318—
Sat bhai, H. i e., the seven brothers— Chatarhia, Beng.— Pengya
maina, H., in the Upper Provinces.

Toe BENGAL BABBLER.

Deser.—Above brownish ashy, paler and somewhat cinereous
on the head and neck ; browner on the back, where the feathers
are faintly pale shafted; quills brown, with outer webs paler, and
narrowly bordered with ashy; tail reddish brown, faintly barred,
and the outer feathers tipped with pale whitey brown; beneath
pale ashy brown on the throat and breast, the feathers very faintly
edged and shafted lighter; abdomen, vent, and under-tail-coverts,

e pale fulvescent. :

Bill horny brown; irides pale yellow; legs dingy or fleshy

yellow. Length 9 to 10 inches; extent 13; wing 4} ; tail 43 ; bill
A at front §; tarsus 14.
" This species very closely resembles M. striatus of Ceylon,
excepting that all its colors are less brought out, the cross rays
on the tail being faint and inconspicuous, barely discernible on
the tertiaries, and not at all on the secondaries; it has a very
weak tinge of fulvous on the abdominal region, whilst the Ceylon
bird is deeper ferruginous. The closed wing of striatus shows
more ashy, the bill too is a trifle longer, and more ;_gruduully curved.
The Bengal Babbler is found threughout all Bengal proper,

extending south to Goomsoor, and perhaps further westward,

through the Terai of Nepal to the Dehra Doon; and as far as

the Nerbudda at all events in Central India. ¢Itis,” says Pearson,

“a most abundant and conspicuous species in Bengal and Nepal.

It is the Sat bhai, or seven brothers, of the natives, so called

from being always found in a company of about that number.
It is one of the chattering, noisiest birds in India, squeaking and
hopping about,. now on the ground then upon a tree, the flock

being constantly on the move; when one starts, all the rest fol-

low it, one after the other, making generally but a short flight of

not more than forty or fifty yards at a time, and when alighted
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they hold a sort of consultation, hopping and chattering about all
the time, till, after a few minutes, they move up to another tree,
and so on for the greater part of the day, rarely staying for more
than half an hour in the same place : they feed on insects.”

I may add to this that this bird becomes more rare to the

eastwards, and I did not observe it at Cachar.

33. Malacocircus griseus, GMELIN.

Turdus, apud GMELIN—BLYTH, Cat. 792—Hogrsr., Cat. 319—
Timalia, apud JERDON, Cat. 92— Jernon, 11l Ind. Om., pl. 19—
M. affinis, JERD.—Khyr, H.— Chinda or Sida, Tel,— Kalli-kuravt,
Tam., i. ¢, Hedge-bird—Fouille-merde of the French in India

(Vieillot)—Dirt-bird popularly in the South of India.
Tar WHITE-HEADED BABBLER.

Descr.—Head, lores, and nape, fulvescent or dirty whitish;
plumage above darker brown than in the last, the feathers with
pale shafts ; quills not barred ; tail brown, very faintly barred, and
the outer feathers tipped pale; beneath, the chin and throat are
mixed brown and ashy, um)sl_)icuous‘.l\; darker than the 'ncighl)uuring
parts, each feather being ashy at the base, and with a dark band,
tipped paler; as the pale tip gets worn away, the dark tinge
becomes more apparent; from the breast the rest of the lower
parts are pale fulvescent, inclining to rufescent.

Bill }'clluwish; irides yellowish white ; legs fleshy yellow. Length
9 inches; wing 4 ; tail 4 ; bill at front 1% ; tarsus 13.

The chief distinguishing marks of this species are the whitish
head, and the dark throat, both of which contrast strongly with
the neighbouring parts. It is found throughout the whole Carnatic,
extending northwards into the Northern Circars, and westwards into
the neighbouring portion of the table land, to a greater or less
distance. Either this, or a very closely allied race (M. affinis of
my Illustrations of Indian Ornithology, text to plate 19) is found
in the south of Malabar.

It is extremely common and abundant in the Carnatic, and is to
be found in every hedge, avenue, and garden. Like the others of

its genus it always associates in families of six, seven, eight, or
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more; even in the breeding season the parent birds feeding in

company with their former companions. One may be seen sud-
denly dropping to the ground from some tree, and is followed in
succession, though perhaps not immediately, by each of the flock.
T | They hop about, turning over fallen leaves, and examining all the
herbage around the base of trees, a very favorite spot, or on a "

hedge side, never venturing to any distance from cover, being

—

aware of their tardy powers of flight. They are occasionally seen

seeking insects or grain, from heaps of dung, whence they have

received their common denomination, as well from the French
(Fouille merde) as from the English (Dirt-bird), who are on this

account prejudiced against them. They generally feed at some
little distance apart from each other, but now and then, if a richer
prize than usual is spied out, two or more will meet and strugele
for it; and now and then one of them will make a clumsy flight

after a grasshopper seeking safety by its wings, and not unfre-

quently eluding its awkward pursuer. On being driven from the
ground, or leaving it from choice, their hunger being satisfied,
they fly up to the nearest tree, hopping and climbing up the larger
branches, and if you happen to be watching them they do not stop
till they have reached the top, or the opposite side, whence they
fly off in single and extended file as before. They often appear to
pick insects off the branches of trees. They are familiar, if dn-
disturbed, feeding often close to houses, but if watched or followed,

they become circumspect, disperse, and hide themselves. Their ory

1s a loud sibilous or whispering sort of chatter, which they repeat
all at once, sometimes when f(?(,‘i“]l“_", or when any unusual sight

attracts their attention, and often without any apparent object at

all. They have no song. Their flight is slow and laborious, per-

formed by a few rapid strokes of the wings alternating with a sail-
ing with outspread pinions. I have often found the nest of this
bird, which is composed of small twigs and roots, carelessly and
loosely put together, in general at no great h eight from the ground;
it lays three or four blue e

gos. I have found them breeding at all
times from J anuary to July, and even later, but do not know if
they ever have two broods in the year. The black and white

crested Cuckoo, (Coceystes melanoleucos) appears to select this bird
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to act as foster parent to her own progeny, and she lays a greenish

oht by a spring trap baited with grain,

blue eco Thev are rea 1ilv ca
lue eco. lhey are readily Cd

with one of their kind put in the centre as a lure. The Shikra or

ey iy : Sy . 4 P AL e Je
Chipka ( Micromisus badius) netimes flown at them, and causes
a oeneral consternation. After the hirst burst of alarm and gabbling,

do not, like

atta Babbler (M. Malcolmr), come to the rescue

- slightly in the

Wit pf the head 2Inge less Ppure, anda tne “‘"‘,l on the Thl‘(.)‘»lf.

| Y 2.3 The hind toe and claw also appeared larger, and the

a8 Ualh. 1Nc niik 1 o <« ic il

i bill shorte My specimens were procured In Travancore.

434 Malacocircus Malabaricus, JERDOX.

Chais

. Ind. O, text to M. griseus, | 1. 19—BryTH, Cat. 791—

M. S soud JERDON, Cat. 91—and HorsF,, Cat. 317 (in
= talis, JERDON—J thur H.—Pedda sida, Tel

Descr—Very hike M or. but somewhat darker in color,

L 5 mesial streaks on the feathers

3 eSpec st+ the tertiaries are bub

E ve S ¥ . ind es ‘{._ﬂc )’C“OWs

S € 9 inches ; wing 454

Babbler is found in forests and jungles throuchout

of the Peninsula of India, in the Carnatic, the

N, Cixg o Malabar Coast, the slopes of the Neilgherries, and
poTe, and to the

replaced in the

\ by A and M, respectively in the east and
" ‘ Birds procured in the N. W, P., gives
but this appears doubtful.

bl i 1 L . - - Q L
’ Ok DAY ¢ as synonvmous with Sykes

\or species in Bombay and vicinity
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which corres sponds with Sykes’ description. Col. Sykes doubtless
obtained both species, and probably mixed them up under one
name, for Horsfield declares that one of Sykes’ own specimeng
is identical with one of the present species, transmitted from
myself through the Asiatic Society of Bengal.

I have always found this species of Babbler either in dense and
hilly forest, or in highly-wooded districts, such as Malabar.
There I found it not uncommon even in my own compound at
Tcllic]neri'_\', but, in general, it avoids dwellings. In other respects

it is similar in habits to M griseus, but its voice is ve ry different,
much more like that of M, fep. olor. In my ¢ l!lunt':ﬁnul:‘-.' I
separated those from the Eastern ghats under the name of Jf.
orientalis. This race. however, has not been ('ui‘.:-'.Tva:wi distinet
from Malabaricus, and I have accordingly for the present merged
it in that species. Malabar specimens appeared to me to have

more rufous; those from the Eastern ghats more grey.

435. Malacocircus Somervillei, Svigs,

Cat. 68.

Tae Rurous-tarep B ABBLER.

Deser.— Above ashy brown, the feathers of the back 1 barely lighter
shafted, passing into rufescent on the rump and upper t.ul-cl')\'m‘fs;
quills dark brown on both webs; tail rufous brown, n])mfutr‘-ly
banded ; beneath, the chin, and throat are mixed dark brown and
ashy as in griseus ; the upper part of the breast pale whitey-brown,
the feathers dark at thejr base ; the lower breast, belly, vent, and
under tail-coverts, rufescent.

Bill horny yellow ; legs dirty yellow ; irides pale yellow. L ength
9% inches ; wing 41 ; tail 4; bill at front 2; tarsus 11.

This is g very distinet species, and, if it be not Sykes' If
Somervillei, is new, and may have the name of M. Sykesii; but
I feel certain that Sykes had this species in view when ho de-
scribed M, Somcru/.w and I append a translation of his description
for reference : —+ Reddish | brown ; abdomen, vent, lower back, and

tail, pale rufous; the tail nl)wlctdv banded with darke er; quills

brown; feathers of the throat and breast bluish in the midd]e.
Bill and feet yellow, Length 9% inches ; tail 4L
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T found this to be the common species of Babbler in Bombay,

entering compounds and gardens; and I also saw it above the ghats,

though less common there. A specimen obtained at Bombay by
myself is now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Calcutta.

It is possible that some of the races alluded to by me in the

« Jllustrations’ may turn out £0 be distinet ; but I have not had an

011!'!(v1‘11{11-1[_\' of verifying them since those remarks were ])enned.
The next bird is of a slightly different type, and has been separat-

ed by Mr. Blyth as distinet, inder the name of Malcolmia, but the

distinctive marks are not prominent, and I shall not adopt 1t here.

It differs {rom restricted Malacocircus by its larger size, more
uniform color, the tail longer and more narrow ; the frontal feathers
are stiff and pointed, the bill is a trifle shorter, and the wings are
somewhat longer and more pointed. It associates usually in still

larger flocks.
436. Malacocircus Malcolmi, SYKES.
Timalia, apud SYKES, Cat. 67—BryTH, Cat. 794—HORSE,
Cat. 316—JERDON, Cat. 90—Garrulus albifrons, GRAY, Haro-
wWICKE, Ill. Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 36, f. 1—Ghogot, H.— Gangat, H
in the N. W. Provinces— Gongya, Can.— Kokatti, Mahr.—Verrt

chinda, . e. Mad-babbler, Tel.—also Gowa sida, Tel.

Tue LARGE GREY BABBLER.

Descr.—Above of a pale brownish grey, lighter and more cinere:
ous on the rump; quills and middle reetrices darker, the latter with
some faint cross bands, and the lateral feathers whitish; forehead
1):11-: bluish, the feathers with white shafts; the first three qllini

with the outer webs pale }'clluwish : beneath uniform whitish grey

with a tinge of fulvescent or rufescent, most distinct on the breast
and upper part of the abdomen.

Bill horny ; legs dirty yellow; irides light yellow. Length 11
inches ; wing 4% ; tail 533 bill at front % ; tarsus 17%.

This large Babbler has a peculiar distribution. In the south of
India it is found, though not very comimon, only in jungly and
hilly ground, apart from cultivation. I have seen it near Nellores

on the slopes of the Shervaroy and Neilgherry Hills, in Mysor®
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3 always in jungly places ; but as we go north on the table land, it
| leaves the Jungles and wilds, and becomes the familiar and unscared
representative of the Ahyr or Sat bhai, It is particularly abundant
at Jaulna in the Dececan, and the country round about. From this
it extends north and north-west to the ralley of the Ganges, as at
Cawnpore, barely extending eastwards, for it is rare at Mhow, and
unknown at Saugor in Central India. About Jaulna it frequents
fields, hedges, orchards, and the vicinity of villages, generally asso-
ciating in large flocks, more numerous than those of Malacocireus

griseus, or Malabaricus. 1t feeds chiefly on the ground, and espe-

cially round the trunks of large trees, and near hedge-rows, turning

over the fallen leaves with their bills and sometimes with their

claws, and picking up various insects, beetles, cockroaches, grass-

hoppers, &ec., and also seeds and grain. I once saw one in vain

attempt to capture a grass-hopper on the wing. The flock keep

up a continued chattering, occasionally changed to a more sono=
" rous call, resembling ¢ quey, quey, quey, quo, quo,” pronounced
: gutturally. Their flight is feeble and straggling.. If the Shikra
sparrow-hawk be thrown at them, they defend each other with
great courage, mobbing the hawk, and endeavouring to release the
one she has seized. I think that Mr. Philipps must have had this
species in view, and not M. terricolor, when he writes of the latter
attacking a hawk und severely handling it. I have no doubt that
this bird extends through most of the N. W. Provinces, whilst M.
terricolor, so far as we know, is not found there; and the name
he gives is nearly that applied to the former bird in other districts.

I have frequently found the nest and eggs, the former a loose
structure of roots, twigs, and grass, with usually four verditer blue
eggs. Burgess says that he found the nest of this bird in a tuft
of grass in some bogoy ground. This is a very unusual spot for
them to select, and, from the small size of the eggs, 1 suspect that
he must have got the nest and eggs of Chatarrhea caudata, or,
it may be, of Megalurus palustris.

Mr. Blyth considers that some African birds may perhaps be
found to range in Malcolmia, especially Malurus squamiceps and
M. acacie of Riippell, the former from Eastern Africa, and the
latter from Arabia Petrea, which belongs to the African Fauna.

g
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AN 437. Layardia subrufa, Jerpon.
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If this is found to be the case, I would then accord the generic
rank proposed by Blyth.

The following bird has also been lately separated from Mala-
cocircus by Blyth, and as its distinguishing features are more pro-
minent, I shall adopt it.

Gen. Lavarpia, Blyth.

Similar to Malacocircus, but of more decided colors, the bill
shorter and deeper, the wings shorter and more rounded; the
frontal plumes hispid, but of open texture, and monticolous in its
habits. Inits coloration, as in its habitat, it makes an approach to
the Garrulaz series. But two species are known, one from
Southern India, the other, a somewhat aberrant species, from
Ceylon ; but Blyth thinks it probable that Crateropus rubiginosus,
Riippell, of E. Africa, may belong to it.

Timalia, apud JERDON, Cat. 93—DBryrH, Cat. 795—HogRsF,,
Cat. 315—Tim. peecilorthyncha, LAFRESNAYE—Jungli khyr, H.

Tae Rurous BABBLER.

Descr.—Above darkish brown olive ; forehead pale bluish ash,
the frontal feathers somewhat rigid ; beneath deep rufous, paler on
the chin.

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath ; legs dull yellow; irides light
yellow. Length 9% inches; wing 8/ ; tail 43; bill at front {3
tarsus 1.%.

The Rufous Babbler is found in the higher wooded regions of
Malabar, the Wynaad, Coorg, and all along the crest of the
Western Ghats, as far as the Southern Mahratta country. I have
seen it, though rarely, below the Ghats in Malabar.

It always frequents thick jungles, more especially bamboos ; has
similar habits to the Malacocirei, feeding chiefly on the ground
in parties of eight or ten; and, on being disturbed, retreating
through the thick clumps of Bamboos, and concealing themselves
from view, chattering all the time. Their note, though similar
in character to that of the Malacocirei, is quite distinct, clearer,
and less harsh.
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An allied species, L. rufescens, Blyth, is found in Ceylon, some-

what darker, the head tinged with ashy, and the whole bill
yellow.

We now come to a group which differs in the more slender
body, lengthened and narrow tail, and striated plumage.

Gen. CHATARRH®A, Blyth.

Syn. Zimalia and Malacocircus (in part). Auect.

Char.—Bill longer than in Malacocireus, more slender, and
very gently curved, both on the commissure and culmen; tail
long, narrow; lateral toes about equal ; hind toe very long ;

claws slightly curved.

438. Chatarrheea caudata, Dumerir.
BryrH, Cat. 797—Horsr., Cat,

Copyphus, apud DumEerIL

322—Tim. chatarrheea, FRANKLIN—SYKES, Cat. 69— JERDON, .

Cat. 94—M. Huttoni, BLyrH—Megalurus isabellinus, SwaINson
—Duwmri, H. in the South— Huni, Tam.— Hedo and Lailo, Sindh—
Chilehil . in the N. W. P. (RoYLE)—Peng or Chota-phenga,
Hindi—Sor in the N. W. (THEOBALD)— Chinna sida, Tel.

THE STEIATED BUSH-BABBLEER.

Deser.—Above pale ashy brown, with numerous dusky strize,
each feather being centred brown ; tail pale olive-brown, obsoletely
barred with dusky ; beneath, the chin white, the rest of the plu-
mage rufescent ashy, darkest on the flanks.

Bill pale brownish horny ; legs dull yellow; irides red brown.
Length 9 inches wing 3; tail 4%; bill at front §; tarsus 1.

This Babbler is the most extensively spread of all the Indian
members of this group, being found threughout the whole country
from Assam-to Sindh, and from the N. W. Provinces and Afghan-
istan to Cape Comorin. The only district in which I have not
seen it, is Malabar. In the south of India it is usually found
away from houses and villages, in the open plains, that are clad with
a few low and scattered bushes, and indeed it is to be met with in
low jungle throughout India; but, towards the north, in Central
India, and in some of the Gangetic provinces, it frequents cultivated

e b e
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grounds, entering gardens and compounds, and sheltering itself
in hedge-rows. In the south it is a shy bird, flying before you
from bush to bush with a sibilant sort of whistle, or, as Mr. Philipps
says ““a low under-toned warbling whistle,” which it often repeats.
It runs or rather hops along the ground at a great rate, and with
its long tail held straight out and drooping on the ground, it looks
more like a rat than a bird. This likeness is so striking, that it has
oceurred to more than one observer. It flies low, from bush to
bush, with a few rapid beats of the wing alternating with a sailing
motion, and outstretched wings; and though, from the nature of
the ground it frequents, it is obliged to take longer flights than the
Malacocerci, yet its powers of wing are very feeble, and a person
on horseback can easily overtake the flock. In such case they
take refuge in the nearest bush, and are with great difficulty dis-
lodged. I have frequently seen the nest and eggs, the former
almost always in a thorny bush, at no height, made of roots and
grasses loosely put together, and with three or four verditer blue
eggs.

Mr. Philipps says that “they bear confinement well, feeding on
grain, and that all day long they are jumping from side to side of
the aviary, responding to each other.”

439. Chatarrheea Earlei, Bryra.

Malacocircus, apud Bryrm, J. A. S., XTII, 369-—DBryTH. Cat.
796—Horsr. Cat. 321—Burra-phenga, Hindi.

THE STRIATED REED-BABBLER.

Descr.—Above pale ashy brown, with dark bfown-streaks on
the head and back, fading on the upper tail-coverts; tail con-
colorous with the back, still paler perhaps, and with no trace of
strize; chin, throat, and upper part of the breast dull reddish
fulvous, edged paler, and with faint dark central lines ; the rest
of the under-parts dingy fulvous or albescent brown.

Bill pale greenish yellow, dusky above and at the tip; legs
dirty greenish horn; irides bright yellow. Length not quite 10
inches; extent 11; wing 3% ; tail 5% ; bill at front §; tarsus 1§;
extent of foot 14.
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This species is very similar to the last, but differs in being a
little larger, in the frontal feathers being less rufescent, and more
distinctly streaked, in the tail being barely striated, and the chin
not being white, &e. &e.

It is found throughout Lower Bengal and the Nepal Terai,
extending along the valley of Assam and southwards to Burmah,
where it is very abundant ; but has not yet been noticed in Southern
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is not adopted by all. Gray and Horsfield place them among the
‘Warblers, and Bonaparte makes of them a section, Sphenurew, of
his Calamoherpine, including most of our birds, and others gr atly
affined to them from other regions; but he places them next the
Timalide. Blyth, too, classes them near Chatarrhea, to which

the larger species are certainly nearly related, whilst the smaller
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grounds, entering gadens and compounds, and sheltering itself
in hedge-rows. In the south it is a shy bird, flying before you
from bush to bush wit a sibilant sort of whistle, or, as Mr. Philipps
says “ a low under-tored warbling whistle,” which it often repeats.
It runs or rather hopsalong the ground at a great rate, and with
its long tail held straight out and drooping on the ground, it looks

more like a rat than abird. This likeness is so striking, that it has

strize; chin, throat, ind upper part ol the breast dull reddish
fulvous, edged paler, and with faint dark central lines; the rest
of the under-parts diagy fulvous or albescent brown.

Bill pale greenish yellow, dusky above and at the tip ; legs
dirty greenish horn, irides bright yellow. Length not quite 10

inches; extent 11; ving 3% ; tail 5% ; bill at front 3 tarsus 18;
extent of foot 141,
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This species is very similar to the lst, but differs in being a
little larger, in the frontal feathers being less rufescent, and more
distinetly streaked, in the tail being basely striated, and the chin
not being white, &e. &e.

It is found throughout Lower Bengal and the Nepal Terai,
extending along the valley of Assam and southwards to Burmah,
where it is very abundant ; but has not yet been noticed in Southern
or Central India, nor in the N. W. Provinces. It frequents heavy
grass and reed jungle, exclusively, especially near water, and is a
most common bird along all the rivers of Eastern Bengal, and its
note, which is something like that of iis congener, but clearer
and louder, is often the only sound heard whilst tracking along
the river banks. It associates in large flacks, and a sentinel is ge-
nerally posted on some high perch to warn the rest of any danger.
They feed more exclusively on insects perhaps than the last
species.

C. gularis, Blyth, from Burmah, is ths familiar Garden-babbler
of Thyetmyo, and is still more abundant and familiar higher up
the river Irrawaddy, as Mr. W. Blanford informs me. Other
species belonging to the group of Babblers are found in Africa,
such as Crateropus Jardinii, A. Smith, and perhaps some ranked
under lzos, viz., I plebeius, I. leucocephalos, and I. leucopygius
of Riippell. The former of these, indeed, is very like a true
Malacocircus. Some of the other African Crateropi appear
immediate between this group and Garrulaz ; but their habits, as
described by Tristram, ave very similar to those of Malacocircus
or Chatarrhea. Chaetops, Swainson, perhaps should also be placed
in this group.

Next the Babblers I place a small series of Reed and Grass
birds, some of them striated, others of plain plumage ; they are
somewhat aberrant members of this family, and their location here
is not adopted by all. Gray and Horsfield place them among the
‘Warblers, and Bonaparte makes of them a section, Splhenuree, of
bis Calamoherpine, including most of our birds, and others greatly
affined to them from other regions; but he places them next the
Timalide. Blyth, too, classes them near Chatarrhea, to which

the larger species are certainly nearly related, whilst the smaller
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members approach the Locustelle and Drymoice of our Sylviade.
Hodgson, too, had, I suspect, similar views of their affinities, for he
ranges Aecrocephalus (which, though allied to our birds, I yet
consider more strictly a Sylviadean type) as Malacocircus abnormis;
and Swainson placed Chatarrhea caudata as a Megalurus. Those
whose nidification is known lay blue eggs, and although they are
less social in their habits than the Babblers, they are perhaps
nearer to this group than to any other. They may be said to bear
the same relation to the restricted Babblers that Sibia and

Actinodura do to the Garrulax group, or Alcippe to the Timalie.

Gen. MeEcaLURUS, Horsfield.

Char.—Bill slender, compressed, of moderate length, gently
hooked at the tip and notched ; nostrils apert ; rictal bristles few,
strong ; wing somewhat lengthened, third quill longest, 4th and
5th nearly equal to it ; tail long, graduated ; tarsus long, with large
scutze ; middle toe very long ; lateral toes unequal ; hind toe long ;
all the claws long, slender, acute, moderately curved; hind claw
large. Sexes differ in size.

This genus, of which there is one species in India and the Malayan
isles, comprises several others from Australia and the oceanic
province.

440. Megalurus palustris, Hozsr.

Lin. Trans., X1II.,159—BryTH, Cat 781—HoRgrsF., Cat. 512—
Malurus marginalis, REINWARDT, pl, col. 63, f. 2--Takko, Beng.—
Jal-aggin, H. i. e. Water-lark.

TaE STRIATED MARSH-BABBLER.

Descr.—Upper parts bright olive-brown, with a mesial broad
black stripe to each feather of the back and the scapulars; the
edges of the wing-feathers also brown; tail pale dusky-brown,
with light edges to the fcathcrs’;‘ crown rufescent, with mesial
dark lines, obsolete towards the front, and the feathers small, rigid,
and oppressed ; a pale whitish streak over the eyej beneath, the
chin and throat are white, the rest whitish, tinged with earthy
brown ; the breast and flanks slightly speckled with brown.
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Bill horny brown above, paler beneath; legs dull purplish or;

greenish-brown ; irides pale brown. Length of male 9% to 1025

inches; ext. 12; wing 3%; tail 5; bill at front §; tarsus 13. The

female is only 84 inches long. 5

This bird has an extensive geographical distribution, being
found in Bengal and Central India, extending to Assam, Burmah,
the Malayan peninsula, and Java. I have seen it on the banks of
the Wein-Ganga and Indrawatty, tributaries of the Godavery ; also
on the Nerbudda, where it frequents the grass and reeds on the banks,
or on the islets. But it is most abundant in Lower Bengal, where
the country is intersected by rivers, and where long grass and
reeds cover miles of country. It does not appear to ussociate in
flocks, but hunts about the reeds and grass for various insects,
chiefly grasshoppers and coleoptera, and, as Mr. Blyth remarks,
it has a remarkable freedom of the action of its legs enabling it
to sprawl widely as it clambers among the reeds and grass
stems.

Every now and then one rises to the air with a fine song, which

Blyth calls a fine flute-like voice, and after fluttering slowly along

for a few scconds, warbling all the time, descends again. The
song is not confined to the breeding season, for I have heard it at
all times. Its nest and eggs have not been observed yet, abundant
though it be in many districts. In the breeding season the bill
becomes livid blackish, and the whole inside of the mouth wholly
black.

Gen. CHETORNIS, Gray.

Char.—Bill very short, strong, high, compressed, curved on the
culmen, strongly hooked at the tip, and notched ; five remarkably
strong bristles between the gape and the eyes, forming an almost
vertical range curved stiffly outwards; wings somewhat long, 3rd
quill longest, 4th and 5th nearly equal to it ; 2nd equal to the 7th ;
feet and legs strong; tarsus moderately long, the middle toe
elongate, laterals unequal, inner toe very versatile, hind toe long,
all the claws slightly curved.

This genus chiefly differs from Megalurus by the very remarka-
ble bill, which, from its compression, is quite Timaline in

character.
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441. Chatornis striatus, Jerpox.
Megaluruns, apud JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 88 bis—BryTH, Cat. 782
—HogrsF., Cat. 513—Dasyornis locustelloides, BLYTH—Genta-
pitta, Tel, t. e., Grass-bird.

THE GRASS-BABBLER.

Descr.—Above olive or yellowish brown, the feathers all centred
with deep brown; tail brownish, banded with dusky externally,
and dusky along the centre of each feather, which is tipped
fulvous white, and the outer feathers have further a dark brown
subterminal band ; beneath, the color is white, tinged with earthy-
brown on the breast, and with a few dark specks.

Bill dusky-brown above, fleshy-brown beneath ; legs brownish
fleshy ; irides yellow-brown or dull grey in some. = Length of male
8} inches; extent 11; wing 31; tail 33; bill at front not quite &3
tarsus 15 ; extent of the foot 1§. The female is 7 inches long
and the wing 3.

I first obtained this bird on the Neilgherries in swampy ground,
but afterwards found it not rare at Nellore, during the cold season,
in long grass and rice fields ; and I again found it in Central India,
during the rains, in grass meadows. It is also abundant all over
Lower Bengal in high grass, though not frequenting such dense
thickets of reeds as Megalurus, or Chatarrhwa Earlei. Tt most
probably will be found in all suitable localities through the greater
part of India. :

It has similar habits to Megalurus, soarine into the air like a
lark, with a fine clear song. I have not procured the nest, but
Mr. Blyth mentions that it nearly accords with that of Malacocir-

cus, and that the eges are blue.

It feeds chiefly, if not entirely,
on insects.

The great difference of size between the sexes at one
time led Mr. Blyth to believe them to be distinct species.

Mr. Frith suggests that the very remarkable outer orbital
bristles of this bird are admirably adapted to protect its eyes
when it is forcing its way through dense tufts of grass and
reeds.

Near these two birds probably should be placed the African
genera Spheneacus and Sphenura; and the Australian Cincloramplus,
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two of the species of which latter have been considered to belong
to Megalurus.

From these Reed and Grass-babblers there is an evident transi-
tion to the Reed-warblers, such as Locustella, Acrocephalus, and
Arundinaz, in all of which, however, the characters of this family
are lost, or nearly so. But it will, perhaps, be advisable to class
here two small Grass or Reed birds, which, by their strongly
compressed bill, apparently belong to this group, leading to
the Warblers. They belong to two distinet forms, and both are
rare, and but little known. Mr. Blyth also places them in this
family, between Chetornis and Dumetia.

Gen. Scmznrcona, Blyth.

Char.—Bill moderate, rather deep, much compressed, slightly
curved on the culmen; a few strong rictal bristles, but less
developed than in Chetornis; wings moderate, slightly rounded,
4th quill longest, 3rd equal to 5th ; tail moderate, very broad, soft ;
tarsus long ; toes grasping ; plumage somewhat lax.

442. Schenicola platyura, Jerpox.
Timalia, apud JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 96 bis.

THE BROAD-TAILED REED-BIRD.

Descr.—Above dark olive-brown: the feathers of the tail
obsoletely barred ; beneath ochrey yellowish.

Bill horny yellow; legs fleshy yellow ; irides yellowish brown.
Length 51 inches ; wing 24 ; tail 21; bill at front T tarsus 7.

I only once observed this curious bird among some reeds in
swampy ground close to Goodaloor in the Wynaad, at the foot of
the Neilgherries. It took short flights, and endeavoured to conceal
itself among the thick herbage. Its food had consisted wholly of
small insects. I only procured one specimen, which is now lost,
but Mr. Blyth had previously seen it, and recognising its peculi-
arities, had given it the above generic appellation.

Gen. Eurycercus, Blyth. :

Syn. Laticilla olim, Blyth— Sphenacus, Strickland.
Char.—Bill of moderate length, compressed, slender, nearly
straight; culmen gently curved, barely hooked at the tip ; a few distant
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short rictal sete ; wings short, rounded ; 4th and 5th quills longest;
tail long, graduated, the feathers very broad and soft; tarsus long;
middle toe elongated, lateral toes unequal, hind toe rather short.

This curious bird has so much the aspect of a Drymoica that it
would by some be placed in that genus, but its more compressed
bill, broad tail, and, to a certain extent, its coloration, all evince a
tendency to this present family. It differs from the last type by
its lengthened tail and streaked plumage.

Blyth notices its affinity for Chetornis, of which says he ‘it has
the general form, but a weaker and more compressed bill, feebler
vibrisse, shorter feet, and the tail much broader.”

443. Eurycercus Burnesii, BuyTm.
J. A. S., XIII, 374—BrLyTH, Cat. 786— Hidela, Sindh.
Tae LoNG-TAILED REED-BIRD.

Descr.—Above brownish grey, with dark central streaks, mostly
on the scapulars and back ; tail faintly barred; under parts whitish,
tinged with fulvescent on the flanks, and a shade of the same on
the sides of the neck, where also a few mesial streaks are distinct;
under tail-coverts ferruginous.

Bill horny above, yellowish beneath ; legs yellow-brown ; irides
brownish yellow. Length 61 inches; wing 2§; tail 32 ; bill at
front § ; tarsus %.

This bird was originally sent from Sindh by Sir A. Burnes, and
a drawing of it is also among his collection in the Asiatic Society's
Library. Quite recently I found it at Monghyr on the Ganges in
March, frequenting grass mixed with Jhow bushes. When flushed,
it flew close to the ground, and endeavoured to escape observation,
hiding itself in the grass, and with more of the aspect of a Chat-
arrhea than of a Drymoica. It will probably be found in suitable
spots all along the Gangetic valley. Inits rufous under tail-coverts,
and slightly spotted breast, it recalls the coloring of the African
genus Parisoma.*

The Mimine or Mocking Thrushes of America are the only group,
not Asiatic, included by bonqnalte in thlb family, Towostomay

* ‘*ulumla Ir.uwplua, l\uppcll dpputs to me to belong to this division of the
Timaline.
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by its long and curved besk representing Pomatorhinus. Turdus
vulpinus, Hartlaub, one of the Mimine, figured in P. Z. S. 1850,
could not, by the Indian ornithologist, be mistaken for ought but a
Timaline form.

Fam. Bracaypopipz—Short-legeed Thrushes.

Legs and feet very short, only suited for perching ; wings
moderate or rather long ; bill various, long and Thrush-like in some,
short and somewhat depressed in others.

In this family I include both the Bulbuls and Orioles, which
agree in their short legs and feet, food, and arboreal habits.

As in the last sub-family we found that the strong legs and feet
afforded the most certain guide to their classification, to the exclu-
sion of the bill, so, in these, the short feet are the most character-
istic feature. It has not been usual to class the Bulbuls and
Orioles together, but they are, in most systems, placed near each
other; the green Bulbuls are by some arranged with the Orioles,
and by others with the Bulbuls; and I see no essential difference
between them, more than warranting a sectional separation. I was
at one time inclined to place them in the family Merulide, as Gray
and Horsfield do, but, on full consideration, have now considered
them distinct.

The Short-legged Thrushes are peculiar to the old world, being
most abundant in India and Malayana, not rare in Afriea, one or
two species extending to the south of Europe, and one or two to
Australia, The bill varies from somewhat long and slender, as in
Hypsipetes, to thick and Finch-like in Spizizos. It is generally
more or less wide and depressed at the base, and usually slightly
notched at the tip. The wings are moderate, rather long in a few,
and somewhat pointed. The tail is usually short or moderate,
even or slightly rounded. The tongue of several is slightly pen-
cilled or brushed, and, in consequence, some of them have been
classified as a division of the Melliphagide, or Honey-eaters of
Australia ; but the structure and habits of these last, with their geo-
graphic distribution, forbid the association, though there is a good
deal of mutual resemblance between some of the species of each
group, and they perhaps passinto each other. Mr. Blyth re-
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wiarks that the affinity of the family for that of the Melliphagide
is, I think, undeniable. With regard to other external relations,
they appear to have affinities with the Ampelide, and particularly
perhaps for some of the Leiotrichine, as will be pointed out
hereafter.

They live both on fruit and insects, more particularly on the
former food. Only a few species ever descend to the ground.
Most of them construct neat nests, and the eggs are either pale
reddish, or pinkish white, more or less spotted with red.

The Brachypodide may be sub-divided into—

1st.— Pycnonotine, true Bulbuls.

2nd.— Phyllornithine, Green Bulbuls.

3rd.—Irenine, Blue-birds.

4th.— Orioline, Orioles.

Sub-fam. PYONONOTINZE.

The true Bulbuls are distinguished from the members of the
other sub-families by the bill being generally shorter, straighter,
and more depressed at the base, with the- rictal bristles more
developed. The tongue is more simple, though bifid in some,
and slightly pencilled in a few. Their plumage is usually full,
sometimes puffy, and, in very many instances, there are various
hairs or bristles (undeveloped feathers) conspicuous, especially
on the head and nape; so much so, that some have received
generic names ( Trichophorus, Criniger,) from that character
The sexes are in most cases exactly alike in colour. They
are birds of rather small size, and, as a general rule, of plain,
though, in many instances, pleasing plumage, green, brown, and
yellow being the predominant tints. They are mostly denizens
of the forests and jungles, a very few only frequenting gardens

L0 m . . il =
or-groves. They feed both on fruit and insects. Their wings
enable them to fly with ease, and some have a tolerably swift

: I
flight. They make a rather neat nest, and the eggs of most
are pale reddish or pink, with numerous darker red specks. They
are tolerably numerous in India, Burmah, and Malayana; and
many species are found in Africa; one occurs in Spain. They are

active and sprightly in their movements, and usually have a
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chirruping call or warble, which seldom could be ealled a song ;
and the name of Bulbul, by which the most common species are
known in India, being the Persian name for the Nightingale, has
led to many misconceptions about their powers of voice and song.
The few known to the older authors were classed in Lanius,

Muscicapa, and Zurdus.

Gen. HYPSIPETES, Vigors.

Char.—Bill moderately strong, lengthened, nearly straight ; cul-
men very slightly arched ; nostrils long, with some short tufts and
a few hairs at their base ; wings long, 4th and 5th longest, 3rd
nearly as long; tail rather long, square or emarginate ; feet and
legs very short. The head is sub-crested, the lc.ttixus being
lanceolate, and the rictal bristles are very few and weak.

This is one of the best marked forms in this division, and
comprises two types, the one with red bills, more or less black
plumage, and the tail distinetly emarginate ; the other, with more
normal family colouring, the bill dark, and the tail square.

With red bill.
444. Hypsipetes psaroides, Vicors.

P. Z. S, 1831—GouLp, Cent. H. Birds, pl. 10—BryTm, Cat.
1246—Horsr., Cat. 388— Ban bakra, at Mussooree, 7, e., Junale
Goat—Phaktki-pho, Lepch

Tae HiMALAYAN Brack BuLpur,

Descr.—Iead subcrested, black ; body and wings dark ashy or
iron grey; tips of the quills and the tail black ; beneath dull arey,
as above, the lower part of the abdomen 'm(l vent paler ; under
tail-coverts edged white.

Bill bright red ; irides red-brown ; legs red. Length 11 inches -
wing 5 ; tail 4}; bill at front %; tarsus §.

This bird is found throughout the whole extent of the Hima-
layas, from Simla to Bootan. It is not common about Darjeeling,
and I have found it usually at from 3,000 to 5,000 feet of elevation.
Like the others, it is gregarious generally, and its flight strong
and rapid. Dr. Adams says that it is very noisy, and imitates
the songs of other birds. Hutton says that it is exceedingly
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common at Mussooree, in large flocks, during winter and spring;
in the latter season, when the Rhododendron arboreum is covered
with its branches of deep crimson flowers, these birds may be
seen thrusting their beaks into every flower in search of insects
and nectar, and the forehead is, in consequence, then generally
covered with the pollen derived from the flowers. It 1s fond
of wild mulberries and cherries. They make a rather neat cup-
shaped nest of leaves, grass stalks, and spider-web, lined with
grasses, lichens and wood-shavings, and placed on a tall tree.
The eggs are usually three, rosy or purplish white, sprinkled
over rather numerously with deep claret or rufescent-purple specks
and spots, but very variable in colour and distribution.” I
obtained the nest and eggs once only, agreeing very well with
Hutton’s description.

445. Hypsipetes Neilgherriensis, Jernox.

JerDON, Cat. 68—BrLyTH, Cat. 1247,

Tae NEILGHERRY BLACK BULBUL.

Descr.—Head, with crest of lanceolate feathers, glossy black;
wings and tail black, rest of the body dark blackish grey; under
tail-coverts more or less edged with white.

Bill deep red; legs orange-red-; irides brownish red. Length 10

o

inches; extent 14; wing 575 tail 4.%; bill at front nearly s
tarsus {5.

This species differs from the last in its somewhat smaller size, and
the prevalent darkness of the body plumage. It abounds on the
summit of the Neilgherries from 6,000 to 8,000 feet. I have seen
it also i Coorg. It lives in small flocks, in the dense woods, feed-
il}‘g on various fruits and berries, usually on the tops of trees. It
keeps up a lively and agreeable warbling, which it often continues
during its occasional flight from one tree, or patch of wood, to
another. Its flight is undulating, easy, and rapid. It has also been
found in Ceylon.

446. Hypsipetes Ganeesa, Svxrs.
Sykes, Cat. 49—Horsr., Cat. 389.
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TEE GHAT BLACK BULBUL.

Descr.—Above grey-brown, paler beneath ; wings and tail brown;
head slightly crested, metallic black ; irides deep brown. Length
10 inches ; tail 4.

Such is Col. Sykes’ description ; but the figure in Jardine and
Selby’s Illustration represents the upper plumage as more blackish
ashy.

This species has only as yet been procured by Col. Sykes, who
says that it inhabits the Western ghats. It is most probably found
on the Mahableshwar Hills. Col. Sykes remarks, “stony fruit found
in its stomach ; flight rapid.” Dr. Horsfield in his Catalogue gives
Assam also as a locality. This would be a very remarkable
distribution, and more probably he has not thoroughly compared
them, and the Assam bird will prove to be Blyth’s H. concolor,
from Assam, the Khasia Hills, &ec., which he states to be very
closely allied to the two last species. The wing and tail of Ganeesa,
described as being brown, had probably faded, as indeed the whole
colours of the birds of this section appear to do, more or less.

Turdas ourovang, from Madagascar, figured P. E. 557, f. 2,
appears to belong to this genus and section; and H, olivacea, Jard,
and Selby, Il Orn. 1, pl. 148, from Mauritius, is another species,

The next group are coloured more or less green, with dusky bills.

447. Hypsipetes McLellandi, HorsrreLp.
P. Z. 8., 1839—BryTH, Cat. 1249—Horsr., Cat. 390—H.
viridis, Hopas.— Chinchiok-pho, Lepch.— Chichiam, Bhot.

Tae Rurous-BELLIED BULBUL.

Descr.—Head brown, sub-crested, the feathers with pale centres;
the rest of the upper plumage olive-green ; ear coverts brownish ;
chin and throat white, the feathers edged dusky; sides of neck,
breast, and belly, light reddish brown, with pale centres to the
feathers, albescent on the lower part of the abdomen; under tail-
coverts yellowish,

Bill (iusky olive, horny fleshy beneath ; legs yellowish brown.
Irides light brown. Length 9 inches; extent 13; wing 4}; tail
4; bill at front %; tarsus §. > .
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This species of Hypsipetes is found from Nepal to Bootan ; also
in the hill ranges of Assam and Arrakan. In Sikhim it occurs from
9.000 feet or so; frequents high trees, lives chiefly on fruis,
and hag a loud cheerful note.

Other species of Hypsipetes, more or less allied to the above,
are H. virescens, from the Nicobars ; H. Malaccensis, from Malacea;
H. Philippensis, from the Philippines; and . Tickelli, Bl, from
Tenasserim.

Near Hypsipetes, perhaps between it and Hemuzos, should be
placed Blyth’s genus lole, with one species from the Khasia Hills
and Arrakan, 1. virescens, and two others from Malacca; and the
Turdus amaurotis, Temm., from Japan, should either be placed

here, or in Hypsipetes.

Gen. HeMIx08, Hodgson.

Bill moderately slender,-inclining to arch on the culmen, nareal
and rictal bristles distinct and strong ; wings with the 5th and 6th
quills longest ; tail moderately long, even, almost czniu'gin:tte; tarsus
strong, smooth ; toes short, unequal, depressed; nails acute, much

curved ; tongue bifid ; feathers of the head lanceolate, lengthened.

448. Hemixos flavala, Hopason.

J. A. S, XIV., 572—BrLyTH, Cat. 1254—HozsF., Cat. 378—
Nalli-pindi, Lepch.

THE BROWN-EARED BULBUL,

Deser.—Crown dusky greyish, the coronal feathers lengthened
and pointed; rest of the plumage above ashy; wings and tail
dusky; the feathers of the greater coverts and the outer webs of
the secondaries margined with bright greenish yellow ; lores; and
a streak from the lower mandible, black ; ear coverts silky brown?
throat and lower tail-coverts white ; breast pale ashy ; belly greyish
white.

Bill black ; legs dark plumbeous; irides dark brown. Length
8% inches, extent 12; wing 3% ; tail 3% ; bill at front § ; tarsus 13-
Ihe Brown-eared Bulbul is found in the Eastern Himalayas, from
o ! i i e s
Nepal to Bootan, also in the Khasia hills. It is not very rare near
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Deser.—Above olive-green, brightest on the rump and wings ;
feathers of the occiput lengthened and somewhat pointed; crown
of the head and back darker green, with a slight tinge of
cinereous on the back, and the feathers of both the head and back
narrowly streaked with white ; tail dusky, with the outer web
greenish, obsoletely barred above, and tinged with yellow beneath ;
the two outer rectrices, and the third partially, tipped with yellow-
ish white; part of throat, chin, and understail-coverts pale canary
yellow ; a yellow streak from the nostril to near the eye; throat, fore-
neck, and belly, pale yellowish, albescent on the breast, the feathers
all edged with dusky greenish, most broadly so on the breast, giving
a generally striated aspect to the under parts; ear-coverts black.

Bill horny black; legs greenish brown; irides brown-red.

55 tail 4; bill at front 2 ; tarsus not 3,

¢ 4]

Length 83 inches; wing 4
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Tae BROWN-EARED BULBUL,

Desecr—Crown dusky greyish, the coronal feathers lengthened
and pointed; rest of the plumage above ashy; wings and tail
dusky; the feathers of the greater coverts and the outer webs of
the secondaries margined with bright greenish yellow; lores, and
a streak from the lower mandible, black ; ear coverts silky browni
throat and lower tail-coverts white ; breast pale ashy ; belly greyish
white.

Bill black ; legs dark plumbeous; irides dark brown. Length
8} inches, extent 12; wing 3% ; tail 3% ; bill at front § ; tarsus 13

The Brown-eared Bulbul is found in the Eastern Himalayas, from

J s s ey :
Nepal to Bootan, also in the Khasia hills. It is not very rare near
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Darjeeling, at clevations from 3,000 to 6,000 feet. It associates
in small parties, feeds both on berries and insects, and has a loud
warbling note.

The pointed feathers of its crest, and its long square tail,

show its affinity to Hypsipetes.

Gen. Arcurus, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill slightly stronger than in the preceding genera, and
somewhat wider at the base ; rictal bristles weak ; tail almost evens
the outermost feathers barely shorter ; head sub-crested.

This form appears to be immediate between Hemizos and its allies,
and Criniger, from which last it is distinguished by the much
feebler bill. In its habits too it is more allied to Hypsipetes. The
peculiar striation of the plumage is faintly shadowed forth in
H. MeLellandi, but is more marked in Pyenonotus Finlaysonii, Blyth,
a very beautiful species from Arracan, which appears to belong to

this type; as does, perhaps, lzos tigus, Miill., from Sumatra.

449. Alcurus striatus, Bryrm.

Tricophorus, apud Bryrm, J. A. S, XI1., 184—BryTH, Cat.
1256—Horsr., Cat. 384—Alcurus Nipalensis, HoDGSON—Sezmin-
plek-pho, Lepch.— Chichiam, Bhot.

THE STRIATED GREEN-BULBUL.

Deser.— Above olive-green, brightest on the rump and wings ;
feathers of the occiput lengthened and somewhat pointed; erown
of the head and back darker green, with a slight tinge of
cinereous on the back, and the feathers of both the head and back
narrowly streaked with white ; tail dusky, with the outer web
greenish, obsoletely barred above, and tinged with yellow beneath ;
the two outer rectrices, and the third partially, tipped with yellow-
ish white; part of throat, chin, and undertail-coverts pale canary
yellow ; a yellow streak from the nostril to near the eye ; throat, fore-
neck, and belly, pale yellowish, albescent on the breast, the feathers
all edged with dusky greenish, most broadly so on the breast, giving
a generally striated aspect to the under parts; ear-coverts black.

Bill horny black ; legs greenish brown; irides brown-red.
Length 83 inches; wing 4% ; tail 4; bill at front &3 tarsus not £.

L
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This bird is exceedingly abundant about Darjeeling, and is
most common from 7,000 feet and upwards. It in general keeps to
the tops of high trees, going in small parties, and having a loud
mellow warble, which it is continually repeating, both when
feeding and on the wing. It feeds chiefly on fruit, sometimes on
insects. This bird, like Hemizos flavala, has also aflinities for
Hypsipetes, shewn, as well in the structure, as in its habits of

flying high, and the frequent repetition of its call.

Gen. CriNi¢ER, Temm.

Syn. Tricophorus, Temm.—Alcurus, pars, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill of moderate length, strong and deep; the culmen
well curved ; rictal bristles distinet, long; tail nearly even, with
the outermost feathers distinctly shorter. Head more or less
crested.

The first species noticed has the bill somewhat less strong than
the second ayd more typical one, and has been placed under
Hemizxos, but its colours and general characters are more those
of the present genus.

450. Criniger ictericus, StricraxD.
Ann. Nat. Hist., XIII.—BryTH, Cat. 1255—HoRsF., Cat. 379—
Tricophorus Indicus, JERDON, Cat. 75.

THE YELLOW-BROWED BULBUL.

Descr—Plumage above bright olive-green ; superciliary streak
extending to the forehead, and the whole plumage beneath, bright
yellow; quills dusky on their inner webs; the shafts of the tail
feathers beneath yellow.

Bill black; legs dark plumbeous; irides blood-red. Length
8 inches; wing 3.7%;; tail 3% ; bill at front 153 tarsus .

This species has only been found in the Malabar forests and
Ceylon. It prefers mountainous regions, at from 3,000 to 5,000
feet of elevation, being very abundant on the slopes of the
Neilgherries at that elevation; but it is also found occasionally
down to a few hundred feet above the sea level. It livesin
small flocks, flying from tree to tree, and keeping up a continual
and pleasing mellow bulbul-like warble. I have chiefly found




Deser.—Head crested, the fes ithers progressively lengthened, and
mixed with hairs; plumage above dull yellow olivé, with a tinge
of reddish brown on the wings and tail; cheeks and throat ashy
white ; the rest beneath b]mht yellow. .

1)1“ light plumbeous ; legs pale fleshy yellow; irides brown-red.
Length 81 inches; extent 13; wing 41 ; tail 3%; bill at front §;
tarsus ff.

This bird in its plumage much resembles the last. It is an
inhabitant of the Himalayas from Nepal to Bootan, extending to
the hill ranges of Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan. It is chiefly
found at from 2,000 to 5, ;000 feet. I got several s specimens from
the vicinity of Darjeeling, but did not myself observeit. The name
which the Lepchas give it is taken from its call.

Near here should be placed several species of Bulbul, wiz.
C. ochrocephalus, Gmel,, (erispiceps, Blyth,) the giant of the
family ; Pye. inornatus ‘md P. simplex, Kuhl, from Sumatra ;
LPyen, rufocaudatus, Eyton, (Tricophorus gularis, Horsf.) fmm
Java and Malacca; with 7%ie. gutturalis, and sulphurata, Miill.,
from Borneo ; and Savicaudus, Bon., from Amboyna; also Sefor-
nis criniger, Blyth, from Malacca; all which tend to grade into
lole, previously mentioned.

Not far from these birds should be placed Spizizos, Blyth, with
a short thick conical bill. The best known species, S. canifrons,
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crested.

The first species noticed has the bill somewhat less strong than
the second ayd more typical one, and has been placed under
Hemizos, but its colours and general characters are more those

of the present genus.

450. Criniger ictericus, STricLAND.
Ann, Nat. Hist., XIII.—BryTnm, Cat. 1255—HoRsF., Cat. 379—
Tricophorus Indicus, JErRDON, Cat. 75.

THE YELLOW-BROWED BULBUL.

Deser.—Plumage above bright olive-green ; superciliary streak
extending to the forehead, and the whole plumage beneath, bright
yellow; quills dusky on their inner webs; the shafts of the tail
feathers beneath yellow.

Bill black; legs dark plumbeous; irides blood-red. Length
8 inches; wing 37%;; tail 3% ; bill at front & ; tarsus &.

This species has only been found in the Malabar forests and
Ceylon. It prefers mountainous regions, at from 3,000 to 5,000
feet of elevation, being very abundant on the slopes of the
Neilgherries at that elevation; but it is also found occasionally
down to a few hundred feet above the sea level. It livesin
small flocks, flying from tree to tree, and keeping up a continual
and pleasing mellow bulbul-like warble. I have chiefly found
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it to have partaken of fruit; but I dare say at times, insects are
captured. I first described this bird, considering that it might be
the Turdus indicus of the older authors. I am not aware what
species is now supposed to have been described under that name,
or whether it has been identified at all. This bird has the crest
only moderately developed, and the tail more even than the next bird.

The next species has the bill proportionally stronger, the crest more

developed, and the tail with the outer feathers distinetly shorter.

451. Criniger flaveolus, Gourp.

Tricophorus, apud Gourp, P. Z. 8., 1836—BLyTH, Cat. 1257.—
Horsy., Cat. 382—Tr. xanthogaster, Hopes.—Kussop eechiop-pho,
Lepch,

Tae WHITE-THROATED BULBUL.

Descr.—Head crested, the feathers progressively lengthened, and
mixed with hairs; plumage above dull yellow olivé, with a tinge
of reddish brown on the wings and tail; cheeks and throat ashy
white ; the rest beneath bright yellow.

Bill light plumbeous ; legs pale fleshy yellow; irides brown-red.
Length 8% inches; extent 13; wing 4% ; tail 33; bill at front E;
tarsus .

This bird in its plumage much resembles the last. It isan
inhabitant of the Himalayas from Nepal to Bootan, extending to
the hill ranges of Assam, Sylhet, and Arrakan., It is chiefly
found at from 2,000 to 5,000 feet. I got several specimens from
the vicinity of Darjeeling, but did not myself observeit. The name
which the Lepchas give it is taken from its call.

Near here should be placed several species of Bulbul, wiz.
A ochrocephalus, Gmel., (erispiceps, Blyth,) the giant of the
family ; Pyec. inornatus and P simplexz, Kuhl, from Sumatra ;
Pyen, rufocaudatus, Eyton, ( T'ricophorus gularis, Horsf.) from
Java and Malacea; with Zric. gutturalis, and sulphurata, Miill.,
from Borneo ; and Savicaudus, Bon., from Amboyna ; also Setor-
nis criniger, Blyth, from Malacca; all which tend to grade into
lole, previously mentioned.

Not far from these birds should be placed Spizizos, Blyth, with

a short thick conical bill. The best known species, S. canifrons,

y
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Blyth, from the Khasia hills, lives in small flocks, has a pleasant call,
keeps to the top of trees, and lives entirely Qll___if}:}_xit__.___ Another
has lately been sent from China. :

The next division only includes two birds belonging to our
province, but several Burmese and Malayan species. The colors
are not so vivid as in the last, the form is larger and more
plump, and it is somewhat related to Hemizos. As I imagine
that Muse. psidii, of the older authors, belongs to this group, I
shall put it as Izos, under which genus that bird is classed by
Gray.

Gen. Ixos, Temm. (restricted).

Char.—Bill rather short, slightly arching on the culmen; the tip
bent over, distinctly notched ; commissure nearly straight ; a few
rictal bristles, mixed with some smaller tufts; hairs on the nape
distinet, and some of the feathers of the throat bristle-ended ;
lateral toes nearly equal; hind toe shorter than middle toe ; 4th,
5th, and 6th quills sub-equal and longest, 7th barely shorter; tail
slightly rounded in some, almost even in others, with the outer
feathers slightly shorter.

452. Ixos luteolus, Less.

Heematornis, apud Liesson, Rev. Zool., 1840—IIors¥., Cat. 362
—Pycnonotus flavirictus, SrRICKLAND—DBLYTH, Cat. 1270—Ixo0s
virescens, apud T1okELL, and JERDON, Cat. 74—Criniger Tickelli,
Bryra—Poda-pigli, Tel.

Tee WHITE-BROWED BUsa BULBUL.

Descr.—Above dull brownish olive-green, palest on the head,
where it is slightly ashy, and yellowish on the rump; quills and
coverts edged with brighter green ; over the eye to the ear-coverts,
and from the base of the upper mandible extending below the
eye, obscure white; chin, and base of lower mandible, pale clear
yellow; lower parts whitish ashy, tinged with pale yellow; the
breast dashed with brownish grey, and the vemt and under tail-
coverts pale yellow.

Bill blackish ; legs dark plumbeous; irides blood-red. Length
Pl

7% inches; wing 3%; tail 31 ; bill at front %5 ; tarsus .
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This is a tolerably common bird in many parts of the -South
of India; rare in others. It is not found in the forests of Malabar,
but in low jungle in that province it is common, and on the skirts
of forests occasionally. In the Carnatic it is tolerably common in

gardens, in wooded districts; also

o

bushy jungle, and even in
throughout the Northern Circars to Goomsoor ; and Tickell found it
in Central India. It is not however known at Jubbulpore, Saugor,
Nagpore, nor Mhow, nor in the bare table land of the Deccan.

It associates less in flocks than most of this family, being usually
seen alone, but it avoids observation, and keeps to the thickets.
It flies about from bush to bush with a fine loud, clear, thrush-like
warble, and feeds entirely on fruit of various kinds, I found the
nest in my garden at Nellore. It was rather loosely made with
roots, grass, and hair, placed in a hedge; and the eggs, four in
number, were reddish-white, with darker lake-red spots, exceed-
ingly like those of the common Bulbul.

I see that the fzos wirescens of Temminck, which in my Cata-
logue I considered the same as this bird, now ranks as an Hyp-

sipetes.

453. Ixos xantholemus, Jerpox.

Brachypus xantholeemus, JERDON, 2nd Suppl., Cat. 69 bis—IIL
Ind. Orn,, pl. 35—BryTH, Cat. 1269—Hogrs¥., Cat. 369— Konda-
]futl'tt-jlf}ﬂ'(, Tel.

TaE YELLOW-THROATED Busa BuLBUL.

Deser.—Head and face. yellowish green ; upper plumage grey,
tinged with green, especially on the upper tail-coverts; wings
dusky, edged with yellow green; tail dusky, the feathers edged
with yellow green, and, except the central ones, all the feathers
tipped with yellowish white, most broadly on the outermost ones:;
chin, throat, and forehead pure canary yellow ; breast grey, paling
to whitish on the abdomen ; under tail-coverts pure yellow.

Bill and legs black, irides red. Length nearly 8 inches; wing
315 5 tail 375 ; bill at front & ; tarsus &;.

This bird is one of exceedingly limited geographical distri-
bution. I have only met with it from the Eastern Ghits, west

of Nellore, whence it wag brought me by some Shikarees. It
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probably may extend along this range South to Royacottah, and
Northwards falong the hills towards Goomsoor, but, as yet, I
believe, specimens have not been obtained from any other
locality. Bonaparte in his Conspectus states that it very closely
resembles 1. leucogrammicus, Miiller, from Sumatra, but is larger,
and has the throat yellow, which the other has not.

Other species apparently belonging to the present group are I
Slavescens, Blyth, from the Khasia hills and Arrakan, very close to
Haveolus ; 1. tristis, Blyth, from Arracan; J. Blanfordi, Jerdon,
( familiaris, Blyth) very abundant at Thayetmyo; I plumosus,
Brand; I. brunneus, Bl., from Malacca; I tigus, Miill., from

Sumatra, and other species from the Islands of Malayana.

Gen. KELaarTIA, Blyth.
Char.—Bill short, wide, tolerably curved, strongly notched ; ric-
tal bristles feeble ; tarsus somewhat long.
This form is distinguished by having a longer tarsus than any
member of the family. It at present consists of but a single
species; but Pye. Sinensis is very closely allied to, if indeed it

does not belong to it, chiefly differing in its shorter tarsus.

454. Kelaartia penicillata, Buyrm,
JERDON, Suppl. Cat. 70 bis.

THE YELLOW-EARED BULBUL.

Descr.~—Head above brown ; the feathers scale-like ; a white spot
at the base of the upper mandible, not extending over the eyes;
lores, under the eye, and the ear-coverts dusky blackish, paling
posteriorly ; behind the eye a tuft of lengthened, lanceolate,
bright yellow feathers ; upper plumage olive-green, with the inner
webs of the quills and tail feathers dusky brown ; beneath, the chin
white, the rest of the lower parts olivaceous yellow, clearer on the
abdomen and under tail-coverts, and olivaceous on the sides of the
breast and flanks.

Length 7 inches ; wing 31 ; tail 3 ; bill at front +% ; tarsus

7
§-

I believe that this Ceylon bird is identical with one procured
by me from the Mysore country, below the Neilgherries, which

was accidentally destroyed before I had taken a description; but
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I had a coloured sketch drawn, from which I briefly deseribed
it in my S Supplement Cat. Birds.

The succeeding group of Bulbuls differ somewhat from the pre-
ceding ones in their generally smaller size, more slendor bills,
somewhat more rounded tails, and also in a more marked form of
coloration. They are mostly Malayan forms, Southern India
possessing two, representing different types; and Northern India,
im:luding Assam and Burmah, three,

The first genus comprises two species from India, one from
Northern India, the other from the South. Blyth named one of these
Rubigula ; Cabanis subsequently Sphagias ; and Hodgson classed
the northern one under his genus Aleurus ; but it does not correspond
with the type of that genus, and both forms I think may safely
be classed together.

Genus, RuBicuLa, Blyth,

Syn. Sphagias, Cab.

Char.—Bill rather short, moderately stout; rictal bristles small
or moderate ; tail slightly rounded, or almost even; head black,
more or less crested; the feather of the back loose and decomposed ;
irides yellow.

455. Rubigula gularis, Gourp.
Brachypus, apud GourLp, P. Z S., 1835—BryTH, Cat. 1277 —

Hogrsr., Cat. 368—DBrachypus rubineus, JERDON, Cat. 69, and I11.
Ind. Orn. pl. 37.

Tae RuBy-THROATED BULBUL.

Descr.—Head and cheeks pure glossy black; plumage above
yellowish ofive-green; a small chin spot black ; throat beautiful
slnmng ruby-red, the feathers much divided and somewhat 1)1'is11_y :
the rest of the plumage beneath bright yellow ; quills with a tinge
of dusky on the inner webs.

Bill black ; legs greenish dusk y 5 irides light yellow. Length 61
inches ; wing 3; tail 2%; tarsus rather more than 1 £ inch; bill at
front 3

This pretty species is found only in the forests of Malabar,
extending from Travancore to North Canara. It is found from
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the level of the sea nearly to about 2,000 feet of elevation. It is
not common, frequents the more open spots and glades in thick
jungle, and is usually found in the neighbourhood of water. It
lives in small families, is sprightly and active, hopping about the
smaller branches of trees, and uttering now and then its pleasant
twitter, much in the manner of the crested Bulbuls. Its food
consists chiefly of fruits and berries.

A very closely allied species is the Izos dispar of Horsfield,
Temm., Pl. col. 187; and another has lately been procured in
Ceylon, R. aberrans, Blyth.

The next species has the head conspicuously crested, and the
bill is shorter than in the foregoing ; but it has a general similarity
of character and plumage, and the irides of both (which is unusual

in’ this family ) are pale yellow.

456. Rubigula flaviventris, TickerL.

Vanga, apud TiexeLL, J. A. S., 2—BryTH, Cat. 1275—HoORSF,,
Cat. 371—DBrachypus melanocephalus, Gray, Harpw., Il Ind.
Zool, 2, pl 35, f. 1.—Br. plumifera, Govro—Zurd bulbul, H—
Pahariya kangdhara, at Goruckpore—Mancliph-kur, Lepch.

THE BLACK-CRESTED YELLOW-BULBUL.

Deser.—Above olive-green, beneath yellow, with a greenish
tinge, strongest on the breast; head (‘with a long slender )erecti}e
crest ), cheeks, and throat, glossy black; primaries within dusky
black ; the tail brown, the feathers edged with green on the outer
webs. : 5

Bill black ; legs dark hornj irides pale yellow. Length nearly
8 inches ; wing 3%; tail 3% ; bill at front 1; tarsus e :

This Bulbul is found in the Himalayas from Nepal to Bootan,
extending into Assam, Anak.m, and Burmah; also in the forests
of Central India, where it was procured by Tickell. I found it in
Sikhim in the warm valleys from 1,200 feet to 8,000, most abundant
in the lower elevations, as on the banks of the Rungeet. It associates
m small flocks, is lively and active, and has the usual twittering
notes of this family. It feeds chiefly on fruits.

An allied species is 1. bimaculatus, Lesson, from Java, with
the cheeks orange-red.
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It is in this group that we find an approach to the color of the
common Bulbuls of India, Hematornis and Pycnonotus, as in no
other genus is there any red tint.

Gen. Bracmyropius, Blyth.

Char.—Bill somewhat as in Rubigula, short, rather deep at the
base, but the rictal bristles more feeble; taill more or less
rounded.

This form is chiefly developed in Malayana, only one species
from Southern India, and one from Tipperah, occurring else-
where.

457. Brachypodius poiocephalus, Jerpox.

Brachypus, apud JErDON, Cat. 70—IIL Ind. Orn,, plL 31—
BryTH, Cat. 1282,

Tine GRAY-HEADED BULBUL.

Deser.—Crown of head, occiput and throat, bluish gray; fore-
head siskin green ; back, wings, and plumage beneath, oil-green,
lighter towards the vent; feathers of the rump light yellowish
green, broadly streaked with black; tail with the centre feathers
greenish, broadly edged with gray, lateral feathers black, also gray-
edged ; under tail-coverts light gray.

Bill greenish horn; legs reddish yellow ; irides bluish white.
Length about 7 inches; extent 9 ; wing 3 ; tail 2;%; tarsus } inch;
bill at front

The Gray-headed Bulbul is confined to the forests of the
Malabar Coast, extending from Travancore to Honore. It is found
from near the sea level to about 2,000 feet or so of elevation, living
in small families, and feeding chiefly on stony fruit. The plumage
of the back and rump is very copious and puffy, recalling the
structure of Jora, and, like that bird, the present has whitish
irides, which are rare in this, or indeed in any group.

A species with very similar markings, Brachypus eutilotus, from
Malacea, is figured by Jardine and Selby; and of this Gray makes
his sub-genus, Euptilotus, to which perhaps the present species

would appertain.
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Other species of Brachypodius are found in the Malay countries
and Burmah, viz., B. melaggcephalus, Gmelin, from DBurmah,
and another allied species from Malacca, probably fros metallicus
of Eyton (which two have much the coloration of the Orioles);
Izos squamatus Temm., and I. chalcocephalus, Temm., from Java and
Malacca; B. cinereoventris, Blyth, from the Tipperah hills ; Jridia
c_w.zn'[vcmer: Blyth, from Malacca, and I poliopsis, of Bonaparte’s
Conspectus. Near here branches off Microtarsus, with black plu-
mage, a long and slender bill, and well rounded tail, comprising
two species from Malacca.

We have next two forms, the most common of all the Bulbuls,
and also with extensive distribution, one or more being found
in every part of India Proper, Assam, and Burmah. Both forms
have the under tail-coverts bright red in most, yellow in a few,
and one group has in addition a erimson cheek stripe.

The first group has been named Otfocompsa by Cabanis. It was
founded apparently on P. jocosus, and includes the two yellow-
vented crested Bulbuls, whose markings are similar to the first
named species.

Gen. Orocomprsa, Cabanis.

Char.—DBill short or moderate, slightly curved; rictus bristled;
the head black, with an erectile pointed crest; the upper plumage
brown and the under tail-coverts yellow or red.

1st. with the lower tail-coverts yellow.

458. Otocompsa leucogenys, Gray.
Jrachypus, apud Gray, Harow. 1ll. Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 35,
f. 3—Bryrn, Cat. 1266—Horsr., Cat. 360—Ix. plumigerus,
LarresN.—Manglio-kur or Mancliph-kur, Lepch.—Kangdhara,

Beno.
g

Toe WHITE-CHEEKED CRESTED-BULBUL.
Descr.—Top of head and nape hair brown, the feathers long
and forming an ercctile occipital crest; a faint white supercilium,
only reaching the middle of the eye ; lores, and round the eyes,

black; car-coverts white; plumage above pale earthy-brown, the
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quills somewhat darker brown; tail brown at the base, black for
the terminal half, with a white tip; chin and throat blackish
brown, this colour extending round to the back of the ears ;
breast and lower parts pale whity-brown, more albescent on the
middle of the abdomen ; under tail-coverts bright yellow.

Bill black; legs plumbeous; irides brown. Length nearly
8 inches; extent 11; wing 3§ ; tail 31 ; bill at front &; tarsus .

The White-cheeked Bulbul is found throughout the whole extent
of the Himalayas, from Cashmere to Bootan. It is most abundant,
in Sikhim, from about 2,500 to 5,000 feet of elevation. It feeds
both on seeds, fruits, and insects. Hutton found the nest neatly
made with stalks and grass, and containing three or four eggs,
rosy or purplish white, with specks and spots of dark purple
or claret.

459. Otocompsa leucotis, Gourp.

Ixos, apud GouLp, P. Z. S., 1836—BrLyTH, Cat. 1265—Hogrsr.,
Cat. 359—Kangdhara, Beng.— Kushandra, or Kushanbra of the
Punjab—-Bhooroo of Sindh.

Tae Warre-earep CrESTED-BULBUL,

Deser.—Whole head and neck black, passing into rich brown
on the neck; ear-coverts, and a patch below them, white, edg-
ed black ; upper plumage earthy brown; tail brown at the base, the
terminal half blackish brown, with the edges white, most broadly
s0 on the outer feathers; beneath, from the breast, whity-brown ;
the under tail-coverts rich saffron-yellow.

Length 7 ‘inches; wing 31; tail 315 bill at front 7 ; tarsus 3.
This species has the tail slightly rounded, the bill is rather short,
deep, and strong, and in these points it makes approach to Pyc.
sinensis, V., p. 86.

This Bulbul is found in the Punjab, extending down the Indus
and Sutlej, through Ferozepore and Bhawulpore, into Sindh and
Guzrat. Nothing is recorded of its habits.

Lzos tympanistrigus, Miill,, of Bonaparte’s Conspect., may
perhaps belong to the present group; as does certainly chrysor-
hews, Latham, from Java, figured in Brown’s I1l, Zool.




ik ? i
‘ Ol At 4,,,{, .\/&M&:"%‘; (’n{“"'dl,zt’tvﬂ
i g 460. Otocompsa jocosa, Liw.

B
A BIRDS OF INDIA.

Lanius, apud Linyzvus—L. Emeria, Sgaw—BryTm, Cat. 1260
—Hogsr., Cat. 354—JEerpoN, Cat. 77—SvkEes, Cat. 70—Ix.
monticolus, McLell,, P. Z. S.,1839—1. pyrrhctis, Hobaes.— Kanera
bulbul, H. in the north —Phari-bulbul, H. in the south—Kara
bulbul, and Sipahi bulbul, Beng.— T'uraka pigi-pitta, Tel.

Tre REp-WHISKERED BUIBUL.

Deser.—Head, with crest, black; ear-coverts white, with a tuft
of glossy hair-like crimson feathers over the ears, and reaching
beyond them; a narrow line of black borders the ear-coverts
beneath ; plumage above light hair-brown, darker on the quills and
on the tail, especially towards the tip, which is white on all, except
the central feathers, but only on the inner web, except on the
outermost pair; beneath, from the chin, white, the sides of the
breast dark-brown, forming an interrupted gorget.
Length 8 inches; extent 11; wing 34; il 3% ; tarsus %3
bill at front 1

The Red- \\lnskemd or Hill-bulbul is found throughout India, but

lli’

often affects particular localities. As a gereral rule it is most
common in jungly and well-wooded districts. In the Carnatic it 1s
rare, found now and then in low jungle, and periodically visiting
Madras and other wooded towns in large flocks. On the western
coast it is more generally spread, but even there you may pass
over considerable tracts of ground without seeing it. On the
Neilgherries it 1s very abundant. It is rare in the central table
land, tolerably common on the Northern Cirears, in Lower Bengal,
and here and there throughout the Upper Provinces, extending to
the Sub-Himalayan range; but not apparently ascending the hills
to any height, as it does in the South. Outof our province it is
found in Assam and Arrakan. It is a most Lvely and active bird,
always on the move, and warbling its pleasant chirruping notes,
which are more agreeable than those of the next species. Its flight
is steady, but not very rapid, and its cres: is always raised the
moment it alights. I have frequently had its nest and eggs brought
me on the Neilgherries. The nest was very neatly made, deep, cup-
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shaped, of moss, lichens, and small roots, lined with hair and down.
The eggs are barely distinguishable from those of the next bird,
being reddish white with spots of purplish or lake-red all over, larger
at the thick end. It lives chiefly on fruit and seeds, on the Neil-
gherries, robbing the gardens of peas, strawberries, &c. ; now and
then it takes insects; and I have seen it come to the ground to
secure them,

An affined race orspecies is found in Burmah and Malayana,
which differs in having the red whiskers shorter, truncated, and
of a much deeper erimson colour. It only reaches the basal third
of the white ear-coverts, whilst, in the Indian bird, it measures §
of an inch or more, and passes beyond the ear-coverts.

Bonaparte, in Lis Conspectus, applies the name of Linnamus to
the race of Burmah and China; and to the Indian species Hodg-
son's name pyrrholis ; he has also a third species, erythrotis, Bonap.,
from Java. MeclLelland’s Zr. monticolus; which I procured from
the Khasia hills, does not appear to me'te differ from the Indian
race,

Gen. Pycxonorvs, Kuhl,
Syn. Hematornis partly, Swainson.
Char.—Bill moderately long, strong tolerably curved, with

o

strongish rictal bristles ; legs and feet stout; tail barely rounded,
almost square ; under tail-coverts red.

With Gray, I have kept the genus Lyenonotus for the common
Bulbuls of India. These differ from the last in their darker plu-
mage, and in the want of the pointed crest.

One of the following species is to be seen in every part of India,

and a nearly allied race in Burmah, and the Malayan provinces.

461. Pycnonotus pygeeus, Hopasox.

Hogrsr., Cat. 239—P. Bengalensis, BryTH, Cat. 1261—P.
cafer of India, auciorum—Bullul, Hind.—Kala bulbul, Beng,—
Mancliph-pho, Lepch.—Palklom, Bhot.

Tue Commox Bexear BuLsur.
Descr.—Head, nzpe, hind neck, chin, throat, and breast, glossy

black ; ear-coverts glossy hair brown ; from the hind neck dark

3
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smoky brown, edged with ashy, which is the colour of the rump;
the upper tail-coverts white ; tail brownish-black, tipped with
white, except the central pair; wings as the back ; the shoulders
and wing-coverts, edged with whitish ; below, from the breast, dark
brown, edged with ashy, passing to ashy on the lower abdomen;
vent, and under tail-coverts rich crimson.

Length 8% inches; extent 121; wing 3%; tail 3}; bill at front
$ 5 tarsus 4. Bill black ; legs dark brown ; irides deep brown.

The Bengal Bulbul is found throughout Lower Bengal, and the

. Upper Provinces, extending to the Himalayas on the north, and

south to Midnapore, and the jungles stretching thence to Central
India, north of the Nerbudda river. It is doubtful if it is found
in Rajpootana and the Punjab. It is also found in Assam; but
in Southern Burmah it is replaced by a mnearly affined race,
P. nigropileus, Blyth.

This bird, whose habits and manners precisely resemble those
of the next, ascends the Himalayas, at Darjeeling, to 7,000 feet, at
least, being common in the station; whilst our Southern species
1s not found beyond Kotagherry and Coonoor, 6,000 feet high, on
the Neilgherries.

462. Pycnonotus hsemorhous, GuEeLv.

Muscicapa, apud GMELIN—BLyTH, Cat. 1262—HoRSsF., Cat.
356—Ixos Cafer, apud Syrgrs, Cat. 71—Hamatornis cafer,
JErDp., Cat. 76—H. pusillus, and psendo-cafer, BLyrn (olim)—
Brows, Il Zool, pl. 81, f. 1—Bulbul, Hind—Tonki bulbul,
Beng. — Pigli-pitta, Tel.—Konda-lati, Tam.

*Tae ComMoN MaprAs BULBUL.

Descr.—Head, chin and throat, black; nape and back smoky
brown, more or less edged paler, and the pale edging often extends
to the darker feathers of the hind head and nape, giving it
a speckled appearance; rump somewhat cinerascent: upper tail-
coverts white ; beneath, from the top of the breast, brown, edged
with ash, paling posteriorly, and becoming albescent on the lower

abdomen and vent; under tail-coverts crimson ; wings and tail
as 1n the last.
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Bill black; legs greenish slaty ; irides deep brown. Length
about 8 inches; extent 11; wing 3.5 ; tail 3% ; tarsus 5 bill
at front lt}ﬁ'

It differs from the Bengal Bulbul in only having the head black,
the nape being of the same colour as the back; also in the black
of the lower parts only reaching the upper part of the breast,
whilst in the Berigal one the whole breast ijs black. It is also
decidedly a smaller bird.

This is one the of most common and generally spread birds in
the South of India. It extends throughout the southern part of
the Peninsula to the Nerbudda river, and beyond i, apparently,
in the North-west. A specimen from Wuzeerabad, in the Punjab,
resembles this species in having only a black cap, but the wing is
longer; itis altogether a larger bird, and the ear-coverts are shining
dark brown, not so conspicuous as in the Bengal bird, more so than
in the Madras species. The plumage, too, is generally lighter,
and more deeply edged pale. This may be a hybrid between the
two races, but it is probably a distinet race, and will perhaps
be found to be the common species throughout the Punjab and
other parts of the North-Western Provinces, but I do not like to
give it a distinet specific rank at present on the faith of gpe speci-
man. [ see, however, that Lord A. Hay considered it distinct,
and suggested for it the name of P. intermedius, Mr. Blyth
moreover states that our present bird is also found in Arrakan,
and one specimen from thence, in the Asiatic Society’s Museum,
certainly very closely resembles the species from Southern India ;
but two others, one from Arrakan and another from Tonghoo,
have the decidc:lly brown ears of the ]_30115;;;11 species, and are
more probably a peculiar race, replaced in the South of Burma}
L. nigropileus.

1 by

It frequents gardens and cultivated ground, and low bushyjunglc,
but is never found in forests, and it ascends the Neilgherries to
about 6,000 feet only. It is usually seen in pairs, or in small
families, flying briskly about, restless and inquisitive, feeding
chiefly on fruits, but occasionally descendiug to the ground, and
even hopping a step or two and picking up insects, It destroys

various buds and blossoms also, and is very destruetive o peas,
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strawberries, brazil cherries (Physalis peruviana), and other soft
fruit.  Its note, which it is frequently uttering, is an unmusical
rather harsh chirrup. "It hasat times, however, a sweeter note,
and it is said to be able to imitate the notes of other birds when
aged.  Its flight is direct, performed by a continued quick flap-
ping of the wings. It breeds from June to September accord-
ing to the locality. The nest is rather neat cup-shaped, made of
roots and grass, lined with hair, fibres, and spiders’ webs, placed
at no great height in a shrub or hedge. The eggs are pale-pinkish,
with spots of darker lake-red, most crowded at the thick end.
Burgess describes them as rich madder colour, spotted and blotched
with gray and madder-brown; Layard, as pale cream, with darker
markings.

The Bulbul is very commonly caged in various parts of the
country, and in the Carnatic it is kept for fighting, being held on
the finger with a cord attached. They fight sometimes with great
spirit, often, I am assured, seizing their antagonist by the red fea-
thers, and endeavouring to pull them out. When excited they often
spread out these feathers laterally, so as to be seen even from above.

Besides P. nigroptleus, and the races already alluded to, there is
one, P. atricapillus from China. Two species of Bulbul placed by
Pr. Bonaparte under Z'ricophorus, viz., 1. pulverulentus, and
T, striolatus, S. Miiller, both from Sumatra, appear, by their dingy
coloration, either to belong to the present genus, or to be links
uniting it to some of the other forms.

Of non-Asiatic Brachypodine, we have Andropadus with three
or four species, and Tricophorus and Jzos, with many species from
Africa. Of the last genus there are several from Northern Africa,
one of which, 7. obscurus, has been killed in Spain; and L arsinoe
and I. vallumbrose have been procured, respectively, in Arabia
and Palestine.

Sub-Fam. PHYLLORNITHINZ.
3ill slightly lengthened, more or less curved, of variable
strength ; wings moderate ; tail short ; tarsus and feet short, stouf.
Of a beautiful grass green colour, more or less adorned with

various glistening blue patches on the throat and shoulder of the
wings,
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This is a small group of very pretty birds found in India,
Burmah, and Malayana, the species being

o)

as usual, rather locally
distributed. Bonaparte places this sub-family among the Mellipha-
gide. Gray also places Phyllornis at the end of the Melliphagide,
and Blyth considers that it is allied to that family (though not
so nearly as are the Orioles) ; but, in his Catalogue, places it and
Tora in his sub-family Phyllornine of the Pycnonotide, with which
views I entirely agree. Their general structure and habits are quite
like those of the short-footed Thrushes in general, and their
geographic distribution coincides with that of the present family.
The birds, however, as a rule, are more insectivorous than the
true Bulbuls,
Gen. PEYLLORKIS, Boie.

Syn. Chloropsis, Jard. and Selby.

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long ; culmen keeled, and more
or less curved ; tip bent down and notched ; nostrils basal, leng-
thened; wings moderately long, with the 4th and 5th quills sub-
equal, but the 4th longest; tail moderate or rather short, even;
tarsus short, smooth.

The bill in this genus is of very variable strength and curvature.
The plumage of all is bright grass-green, varied with blue and
yellow markings about the head and neck. In one or more
species the wings are fine blue, showing an approximation towards
Irena. There are four species found in our province, two in
Southern, and two in Northern India.

463. Phyllornis Jerdoni, Buyrm.

J. A. S, XII, 392—BrLyTH, Cat. 1287—HoRrsF., Cat. 396—
JERDON, Il Ind. Orn., pl. 43—Chloropsis cesmarhynchos, apud
TrcxELL—Chl. cochinsinensis, apud JERDON, Cat. 72— Harrewa,
H.— Wanna bojanum, Tel. i. e., Ornament of the forest.

Tae ComMmoN GREEN BuULBUL.

Deser.—Male, pale grass-green, shoulder patch pale shining blue,
quills dusky internally; chin, throat and gorge, deep black, surround-
ed by a greenish yellow band, which extends through the eyes to
the forehead; maxillary streak hyacinth blue, short. The female

N
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has the parts that are black in the male light bluish green, surround-
ed by the yellowish band, and the maxillary streak light azure.

Bill dusky; legs phunbcous; irides light brown. Length 7}

inches ; wing 81; tal 2% ; bill at front barely Z;; tarsus not
quite .
X.P._ cochinchinensis, with which this species was for long con-
founded, differs in beng a smaller bird ; in having more yellow
on the forehead and breast; in the maxillary streak being still
shorter, &e., &e.

This Green Bulbul, is spread over great’ part of the continent
of India, not extendire however to Lower Bengal, or to the sub-
Himalayan forests. It is extremely common in all the Western
provinces, and in the Jungles of the Eastern Ghats; but is more
rare in the open country of the Carnatic, Mysore, and Hydrabad.
It i$ found in Centrl India at Mhow, Saugor, &e., and through
the vast jungles of Chta Nagpore up to Midnapore, It is usually
met with in pairs, scmetimes in small parties, flitting about the
extreme branches of tiees, examining the leaves for various insects,
in pursuit of which it occasionally takes a short flight of a foot or
two, or searching for iome suitable fruit, It has various notes;
its usual call being, & Mr. Blyth remarks, not unlike that of the
King-crow (Dicrurus macrocercus), though softened down and
mellowed ; and, at times, it has a very pretty song. Tickell says
“it is an excellent nocker, and imitates the notes of almost
every small bird of the tountry.” I have seen the nest only once.
It was neatly but slightly made, cup-shaped, "composed chiefly
of fine gr

s, with some hairs, and was placed near the extremity
of a branch, one or twe of the nearest leaves being brought down,
and loosely. fixed to ir. It contained two eggs, white, with a few

=
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claret-coloured blotches Layard also found the nest in Ceylon
* with four eggs, whit, thickly mottled at the obtuse end with
purplish spots,”

464. Phyllornis Malabaricus, LaTman.
Turdus, apud LarasM—BryTn, Cat. 1286—Chl. aurifrons,
apud Sykgs, (Cat. 131—JERDON, Cat. 71—Chlor. Malabaricus,
JERDON, 2nd Suppl. Ca., page 124, :
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TrE MaALABAR GREEY BuLnuL.

Deser.—Male bright grass-green; forehead golden-yellow; chin
and throat black, with a small blue moustachial streak; flexure
of the wing verdigris blue.

The female wants the golden foreheid of the male, and has the
black gorget and blue maxillary streak somewhat smaller.

Bill dusky blackish; legs plumbecus; irides light yellowish-
brown. Length nearly 8 inches; extent 11 ; wing 31; tail 3; bill
at front' §; tarsus {%., IFemale a little smaller.

This species is found most abundantly in the forests of Mala-
bar, in Wynaad, Coorg, and on the sides of the Neilgherries, up
to about 4,000 feet of elevation. It isalso found, though rarely,
on the Eastern Ghéts, and in some of the forests of Central India.
Like the last it is seen in pairs, or smullpm'ries, hopping and flying
actively about the branches of trees, and lives both on fruits and
insects, chiefly the latter.

465. Phyllornis aurifrons, Temu.

Pl col. 484, f. 1—BryrH, Cat. 1285—Horsr., Cat. 395—
Chl. Malabaricus, apud JARD. and Seisy, Ill. Orm., pl. 5—Subz
harewa, Nepal—Hurriba, Beng.—Skalm-pho, Lepch.

TaeE GOLD-FRONTED GREEN BULBUL.

Deser.—Male, green, paler beneath, with the flexure of the
wings verdigris blue ; forehead and frout of crown, brilliant golden
orange, the feathers rigid and glistening; the throat wholly
shining smalt-blue ; fore-neck black, surrounded by a yellow zone ;
wings and tail beneath dusky-gray.

The female has the black of the neck of smaller extent, and
wants the golden forehead.

Bill black ; leg

gs greenish plumbeous; feet dusky blue; irides
8

brown. Length 8 inches; extent 12; wing 3§; tail 23; bill at

front £ ; tarsus &.

This species is found in all the stb-Himalayan region, from
Dehra Doon into Sikhim ; also in Lower Bengal and Midnapore, and
it extends into Assam, Arrakan, and Burmah. It is often caged

in Calcutta, many being brought to Monghyr from the Nepal
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Terai. I procured it in Sikhim up to 4,000 feet or so. It has
a sweet song, and, like the others, when caged, is quite a mocking
bird.

466. Phyllornis Hardwickii, Jarp. and Srrsy.

Chloropsis, apud JARD. and SELBY—BLYTH,Cat. 1284—Hogzse,,
Cat. 394—C. curvirostris, SwAINs.—C. chrysogaster, MCLELL,
P. Z. 8., 1839—C. auriventris, GuERIN, Mag. Zool. 1840, pl. 17—
C. cyanopterus, Hopas.—Saklem-pho, Lepch.

.
Tae BLue-wiNgeED GREEN BULBUL.

Descr.—Male above green; the head and neck tinged with
yellowish, and a brilliant smalt-blue moustachial streak ; shoulder
of the wings verdigris blue; wings and tail fine violet or purple;
throat and fore-neck black, passing into glossy dark-purple on the
breast ; abdomen rich orange saffron,

Females want the black neck and throat ; the moustachial streak
is less vivid, and the lower parts are more mixed with green.

Bill black ; legs plumbeous ; irides light brown. Length 8 inches;
extent 12; wing 3%; tail 3; bill at front 1% tarsus 3.

This beautiful bird is found in the South-East Himalayas, frdn
Nepal to Bootan, spreading south to the hill ranges of Assam,
Sylhet, and Arrakan. In Sikhim I found it from 2,000 feet
upwards, most common about 4,000 feet. It has a fine song, and
the usual habits of its genus.

Several other species of Phyllornis are found in Malayana and
the eastern island, viz, P. Cochinsinensis, already alluded to; detero-
cephalus, Temm., P. C. 512, 2, very closely allied to the last, and
both having, like Hardwickii, blue wings and tail ; cyanopogon of
Malacea; and Sonneratii, J. and S., also from Malacea and the
islands, the largest of the group, and with the bill proportionally
strong and curved. Bonaparte, in his Conspectus, gives two ad-
ditional species, media, Miill., like Sonneratii, but with the bill
smaller; and venusta, Temm., both from Sumatra.

The next genus, Jora, has been considered rather an isolated
form, although its relationship to the Bulbulshad been allowed by
many ; but the discovery of a fine and large species of this genus,

with’ undoubted affinities for Phyllornis, has settled conclusively
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its place along with that genus as a group of the Brachypodine
Thrushes. Jora is one of those forms that has certain affinities
both of structure and habits for some of the Parine and Leiotri-
chine groups. Bonaparte classes it along with Phyllornis, but as-
sociates with them Yuhina and Zosterops, which I prefer placing
with the Leiotrichine, albeit there is a considerable resemblance
to those genera, and more especially to Erpornis, another member
of the same family. But the still closer affinities for Phyllornis,
shewn in Jora Lafresnayii, the nest and the color of the egos,
which are those of the Bulbuls, have determined me to place
it here.
Gen. Ioma, Horsf. o

Syn.  @Eyithina Vieill.

Char.-—Bill moderate or “rather long, somewhat compressed,
very slightly curving ; culmen rounded, slightly hooked at the tip,
and notched ; rictal bristles almost wanting ; nostrils apert ; wings
rather short, with 4th, 5th, and 6th quills sub-equal and longest ;
secondaries long, nearly equal to the primaries; tail even, short;
tarsus rather short with scales divided; toes short; middle toe
vel:_y little longer than the outer, which is slightly syndactyle ; claws

slightly curved; hind toe shorter than the middle toe.

467. Jora Zeylonica, GMELIN.

Motacilla, apud Gumern.—Bryrn, Cat. 1291—Hogsr., Cat.
409—Brown, Ill. Zool, pl. 15 f. 2—I. melaceps, Swains.—I,
typhia, apud Jeroox, Cat. 73—Shoubiga or Shoubhigi, Hind.—
Patsu-jitta, Tel and Pacha-pora, Tam.; both names meaning

green-bird.
Tt BLACK-HEADED GREEN BuLBUL.

Deser.—Male in full plumage, with the head, back, wings, and
tail, deep black; the former with two white bars, caused by
the tips of the greater coverts; scapulars also partly white;
the tail tipped with yellowish white; beneath bright yellow;
abdomen and lower tail-coverts pale yellow; the flanks have a
tuft of white silky feathers, and the base of the clothing feathers

is mostly white.
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In non-breeding plumage, and in males not fully adult, the
black of the upper plumage is less in extent, and more mixed
with green; the white of the quills are faintly edged with pale
yellow externally, and the innermost ones are white internally,
near the tip ; and the pale tips to the tail feathers are more distines.
I believe that the black plumage is mostly seasonal, and that
the change takes place either by a partial moult, or by a change
in the feathers. One specimen in the Museum, Asiatic Society,
from Southern India, has the central tail feathers partly green and
partly black., In the cold weather we generally find the males
having more or less green mixed with the black.

The female is entirely grass-green above, pale yellow beneath;
the wings blackish, with whitish bars and yellow edges; and the
tail green, pale tipped.

Bill light plumbeous, darker on the ridge ; irides greyish white;
legs dusky plumbeous. Length 5} inches; extent 8; wing
2%; tail 2; bill at front § ; tarsus §.

This is one of the most common birds in Southern India. It
extends up to 16° or 17° N. L. if not further, and it is possible
that it may be met with in the N. W, Provinces, for Blyth giwves
one, though with a query, from Dehra Doon. In Bengal and in
the north of India generally, it is replaced by the next species.

It may be seen in almost every gardenin the south of India. Its
habits are more active and restless than those of any other member
of this family, being much like those of the Tits. It may be seen
diligently and carefully searching the smaller branches and twigs
of trees, climbing actively among them, poring.under the leaves,
and occasionally clinging like a titmouse from a slender twig; all
the while keeping up a loud warbling strain, or a low querulous
sort of note, very different from each other. It is not confined to
cultivated ground, but is also a denizen of the open spaces of
Jungles. Its flight is performed by a succession of quick vibrations
of the wing, and causes a loud whirring sound.  Its food consists
of various insects and larve, spiders, &e.

The male, at the breeding season, now and then takes a short
flight from one tree to another, slowly, and in a fluttering manner,
with his black tail spread, and the white feathers of the flanks
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puffed outwards and upwards, so as to give the appearance of a

pure white rump. I have secen the nest and eggs on several

occasions. The nest is deep, cup-shaped, very neatly made with _
grass, various fibres, hairs, and spiders’ web; and the eggs, two or |
three in number, are reddish white with numerous darker red spots,
chiefly at the thicker end. It breeds in the South of India in { i
August and September ; perhaps however twice a year. Burgess,
speaking of its notes, says ¢ truly, it has a wonderful power of voice ;

at one moment uttering a low plaintive cry, at the next a shrill

whistle.” Layard, too, who observed it in Ceylon, states that *the

note is a clear bell-like whistle, which may be imitated on an

octave flute.” One of its notes, the low plaintive one, is not unlike

the word Chee-too,” the last syllable much lengthened out, which

Horsfield gives as the note of its Malayan congener. It is said by

the natives of the south of India to repeat the word ** Shoubhiga,

Shoubhiga,” before rain.

/ s
468. Tora typhia, Li~. %.ﬁ g
=

Motacilla, apud LINNEUS—BLyTH, Cat. 1293—Horsr., Cat. s
408—Syxes, Cat. 7T4—DMot. sub-viridis, TIOKELL— Chah-tuk, &, { ¢ £d®
Beng.—Taphika, or Fatickja tonfik, also, Beng. Tf_/ t

M
Tae WHITE-WINGED GREEN BULBUL.

Descr.—DMale, above olive-green, beneath yellow ; wings black,
faintly edged with yellow; greater coverts broadly tipped with
white ; scapulars also partly white; tail black. The female has
the tail concolorous with the body, but slightly infuscated, and
the wings paler than in the male.

Bill and legs pale bluish brown ; eyes light hazel. Length 5%
inches; wing 2§; tail 2; bill at front T

This species of Iora is found in Nepal, Bengal, Central India,
Assam, Arrakan, and the Malayan Peninsula. Horsfield, in his
Catalogue, asserts that it is Col. Sykes’ species from the Deccan,
and I believe that it was the species common at Jaulnah, as it
certainly was at Nagpore and Saugor. It differs in the want of
black on the head and back, in the bill being slightly longer,
in being altogether a larger bird; also in the color of the irides.
Blyth however says that a dusky tinge is often observable on the
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erown and back ; and occasionally specimens are met with which
have assumed more or less of the black. These perhaps may be
hybrids, for males, colored exactly as birds from Southern India
and Ceylon, are not met with in the North. The females are
barely distinguishable.

Another very closely affined species, lora scapularis, iz found in
Java and the other islands; and a large species, of plain plumage,
has lately been discovered in Arrakan, I er:/'f'csnayii, Hartlaub,
(innotata, Blyth), which, as before remarked, by its size, shape
of bill, and other points, distinctly shows the relationship of this
genus for Phyllornis.

There are two other species recorded in Bonaparte’s Conspectus,
I viridis, and I viridissima, Temm., the first from Borneo, the
other from Sumatra.

Sub-fam. IRENINAE, Blue-birds.

Bill stout, of moderate length, somewhat widened at the base;
culmen elevated, and slightly arching from the base; the tip not
much hooked, but distinctly toothed ; nostrils partially concealed
by short plumes; rictus with short but distinct bristles ; wings
moderate or rather long; 4th quill longest, 3rd nearly as long;
tail moderate, even; feet with the tarsus very short ; lateral toes
very slightly unequal ; claws short, well curved.

The fairy Blue-birds have been bandied about by various
authors, and it is by no means agreed on even yet where their final
resting place is tobe. Gray, most unfortunately as I consider iy
places them near the Drongo Shrikes, from some similarity in the
bill. Others would place them in the Campephagine, but their
strictly fruit-eating habits, though not entirely unknown in that
family, are still the exception to the usual habits. Swainson
placed them, with more regard to both structure and habits, among
the Orioles, and, in his Catalogue, Blyth placed it between '
Phyllornis and the Orioles; and I think that this is pretty neatly
its true situation. The rich blue, glistering color of Irena i8
present, in more or less extent, in Phyllornis, and in few other
Indian birds ; the feet and wings are quite those of the Brachy-
podine Thrushes, and its full rich notes are those of the Orioles.
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in small parties of five, six, or more, frequenting the loftiest trees

near their summit, and wandering from tree to tree. It has a
fine loud mellow warble, which it is constantly repeating, both wher
feeding and as it flies from one tree to another. It feeds chiefly
on fruits of ¥various kinds, but I dare say may take caterpillars
occasionally. Mr. Ward obtained what he was nformed was the
nest and eggs ; the nest was large, made of roos and fibres and
lined with moss ; and the eggs, two in number, were pale greenish,
much spotted with dusky.

A race from Malayana differs in having the wnder tail-coverts
reaching to the end of the tail, whilst, in the Indan bird, they are
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placed them, with more regard to both structure and habits, among
the Orioles, and, in his Catalogue, Blyth placed it between *
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I was at one time inclined to class it as an aberrant form of
Ampelide, not far from Cochoa ; and Bonaparte, in his Conspec-
tus, places Irena together with Cochoa in the Dicrurine,
but next to the Orioles. Its much shorter legs and feet, and
the less depressed bill, are, however, more those of the present
family. ;

Gen. Irmna, Horsf.

Char.—Those of the sub-family of which it is the sole genusg.

469. Irena puella, LaTmawm.

Coracias, apud LATHAM—JERDON, Cat. 100—BryTH, Cat.
1295—HogsrF., Cat. 420—1. Indica, A. Hay.

Tar Farry BLUE-BIRD.

Descr.—Male, the whole upper parts with the lower tail-coverts,
brilliant glistening cobalt-blue ; wings, tail, and lower plumage,
deep velvet black.

The female is of a dull, slightly mottled, Antwerp-blue throughout,

Bill and legs black ; irides ruby-red. Length 10 inches; wing
9% ; tail 4 tarsus 7 ; bill at front

This most lovely plumaged bird is only found in our province in
the dense and lofty forests of Malabar, from Travancore upwards to
about N. L. 15°. It is also found in Assam, Arrakan, and Burmah ;
but has not heen procured in any of the sub-Himalayan forests. It
ascends mountain ranges up to 4,000 feet and upwards, and lives
in small parties of five, six, or more, frequenting the loftiest trees
near their summit, and wandering from tree to tree. It has a
fine loud mellow warble, which it is constantly repeating, both when
feeding and as it flies from one tree to another. It feeds chiefly
on fruits of ¥arious kinds, but I dare say may take caterpillars
occasionally. Mr. Ward obtained what he was informed was the
nest and eggs ; the nest was large, made of roots and fibres and

lined with moss ; and the ecos, two in number, were pale greenish,
? t=] =t ? =

much spotted with dusky.
A race from Malayana differs in having the under tail-coverts
reaching to the end of the tail, whilst, in the Indian bird, they are
O
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never less than 1} inch short of the tal-tip. Lord A. Hay,
thinking that the name puella of Latham gpplied to the Javanese
bird, called our species 1. indica; but in Horsfield’s Catalogue
it is mentioned by Moore that Latham’sbird came from India;
consequently the Malayan race is withoit a name, and Moore
accordingly named it I. melayensis. It 5 figured in Horsfield's
Zool. Res. in Java.

A third species exists in I. eyanogastra, Vigors, from the Phil-
lipines, figured in Gray’s Genera of Birds,

Sub-fam. OrRIOLINZ.

Bill Thrush-like, rather long, strong, noderately broad at the
base, slightly curving, tolerably hooked, and the tip distinetly
notched ; wings long, 3rd or 4th quill loagest ; tail rather short,
nearly even; tarsus short; feet small; lateral toes unequal, and
the outer one syndactyle; claws well curvet.

The Orioles comprise a small number of genera, chiefly natives
of the Old World and Australia. They nay be said to be true
Thrushes by their bills, with the legs of the short-footed Thrushes.
The tongue is slightly cleft or pencilled at :he tip. Their foodis
fruit, and soft insects, such as caterpillars. They frequent woods
and forests, and rarely or never descend to the ground. Van
Hoeven places them with the Birds of Paradise; Blyth in
the Melliphagide ; Cuvier, Gray, and Horsfield among the
Thrushes.

Gen. OrroLus, Linngus.

Char.—Bill long, slightly broad at the sase, somewhat curved
on the culmen, which is keeled, slightly hcoked at tip, distinetly
notched ; nostrils basal and lateral, longitulinal, pierced in mem-
brane, nearly apert; wings lengthened, Istquill very short, 2nd 3
little shorter than the 3rd, which is longes ; tail sub-even, with
long coverts; tarsus short; feet moderately strong ; anterior scales
of tarsus divided ; claws moderate, well curred.

The true Orioles are confined to Asia, Africa, and Australis,
one species extending to the South of Europ:, and rarely straggling
to England. They are almost uniformly «f a yellow color, with

|
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more or less black. Several species are found in India, and others
in Malayana. Tley may be divided into four groups: 1st, Golden
Orioles ; 2nd, Blick-naped Orioles; 3rd, Black-headed Orioles;
4th, Maroon Orbles.

1st, Golden Orioles, ( Galbulus of Bonaparte).

2% 470. Oriolus kundoo, SYkEs.

Syxes, Cat. 6 (the young or female)—O. galbula, apud SYKES,
Cat. 58—BryTn, Cat. 1304—HogrsF., Cat. 418—0. aureus, apud
JerpoN, Cat. ¢7—O. galbuloides, GouLp— Pilak, Hind. 7. e.,
the yellow bird—Vanga-pandu, Tel.—Pawseh, Mahr.— Mango-bird
of Europeans in India. .

THE INDIAN ORIOLAE.

Descr.—Male, bright yellow; a black stripe from the base of
the bill through the eyes for a short distance beyond ; wings black,
with a yellow lar formed by the primary coverts and the tips
and outer edges o the quills ; tail with the central feathers black ;
the next pair black with a broad yellow tip; and the others black
at the base, and yellow for the greater part of their terminal
length,

Bill deep lak:-rad; legs plumbeous; irides rich blood-red.
Length 9% inches wing 5% ; tail 3%; bill at front 1 ; tarsus 1.

The young birl is yellowish-green above; the rump, vent, the
inner webs of the tail feathers at their tips, and the sides of
abdomen, bright yellow; wings olive-brown; body beneath
whitish, with brovn stripes ; bill black.

The adult fomale differs from the male in a slightly
greenish tint above. This Oriole differs from the European
O. galbula, only in the black eye streak extending to the ear-
coverts, in the ving being shorter, and the bill proportionally
longer. It exterds over the whole peninsula of India (except
Lower Bengal) up to the base of the Himalayas. On the Malabar
Coast it is perhajs not so common as 0. melanocephalus. It does
not occur in the countries to the east of the Bay of Bengal. In
the South of Inda itis most abundant in the cold weather ; in the
Dececan, according to Sykes, in the hot weather just before the
rains; and in Ceatral India, during the rains, when it breeds ; but
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it is to be found, at all seasons, in cvery part of the country in
small numbers. It prefers a well-wooded country, but not deep
forests ; and lives in large groves of trees, gardens, and avenues,
It chiefly feeds on fruit, especially on the figs of the Banian and
Pakur, on Mulberries, &e., also occasionally on caterpillars, and
other soft-bodied insects. Tts flight is strong, but undulating,
with interrupted flappings. Its call is a loud mellow whistle,
something resembling pee-ho ; and the voice of the European
Oriole must be very similar, as it is given as puk-lo and biilow:
and the French name Loriot is said to be also given from its call.

I have seen the nest several times, and I described one in my
Illustration of Indian Ornithology, under 0. indicus, as follows :—
“It was a cup-shaped nest, slightly made with fine grass and
roots, and suspended from a rather high branch by a few long fibres
of grass; these did not surround the nest but only supported it on
two sides. It contained three eggs, white, spotted, chiefly at the
large end, with a very few large dark purple blotches.” I procured
a nest at Saugor, from a high branch of a banian tree in cantonment.
It was situated between the forks of a branch, made of fine roots
and grass, with some hair and a feather or two internally, and
suspended by a long roll of cloth about $ inch wide, which it
must have pilferred from the neighbouring verandah, where the
tailor worked. This strip was wound round each fork, then
passed round the nest beneath, fixed to the other fork and again
brought round the nest, to the opposite side; there were four or
five of these supports on each side. It was, indeed, a most curious
nest, and so securely fixed that it could not have been removed till
the supporting bands had been cut or rotted away. The eggs
were, as before described, white, with a few dark elaret-colored
spots. Burgess describes a nest made of grass, spiders’ web,
hemp, and pieces of paper, placed in the fork of a tree, and two of
the branches were bound together with the hemp. Theobald
also found the nest, a neat cup of woven grass, attached by its
side to the bough of a tree, and he deseribes the egos as white,
with black spots. The only other species of Oriole of this section
in Bonaparte’s Conspectus, is 0. auratus, of Africa ; but others are
recorded elsewhere.

X
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2nd, Black-naped Orioles (Zroderipus, of Bonaparte), peculiar
to the Indian region.

471. Oriolus indicus, Brissox.

JERDON, Il Ind. Orn., pl. 15—Bryrs, Cat. 1302——Hogrsr.,,
Cat. 415—0. chinensis, JER DON, Cat. 99—and of other authors.

Tar BLACK-NAPED INDIAN ORIOLE.

Deser.—Bright yellow, greenish on the back and coverts; a
black horse-shoe mark extending from the base of the bill through
the eyes to the nape ; tail black, the central feathers barely tipped
yellow, the others tipped broadly, the outermost feathers for 1%
inches or so; wings black, the :m:nnv?m'ics‘, broadly margined with
pale yellow; the tertiaries with the whole outer web, and part of the
inner web, greenish yellow; primaries also tipped with the same ;
a bright yellow wing-spot formed by the tips of the coverts of the
primaries. Females only differ in being slightly greenish above,
and in the yellow generally being not quite so vivid.

The young are yellowish green above, with little or no trace
of the occipital crescent, whitish beneath, with dark central lines ;
bill infuscated. In a further stage the under-parts are weaker
yellow, with black shafts to the breast feathers more or less
developed.

Bill of adult pinky-red; feet plumbeous ; irides rich blood-red,
Length 10 inches ; wing 6; tail 3% ; bill at front 11 ; tarsus Z.

This species, which I first characterized in my Illustrations as
distinet from Q. chinensis (acrorhynchus, Vigors), differs from that
species and from another nearly allied one from the Nicobars (0.
macrourus, Blyth), by its much smaller bill, the smaller black
crescent on the nape, and in the much greater extent of the
yellow upon the wings, whilst the tail has less yellow. The present
species however appears also to be found in China, and, it is possi-
ble, may have been the original chinensis, instead of acror hynchus.

This Black-naped Oriole is spread more or less through India,
but rare everywhere, and it has not been observed in the Hima-
layas. I have procured it from the Malabar Jungles; Mr. Elliot
obtained it at Dharwar, and it is found near Calcutta. Tt appears
however to be much more common in the countries to the east of

ﬂ)f a‘g“’_ /8 ﬂ:&zch‘_M /,,t,,; N ﬁz’(‘ﬂ'{[‘; P (F-}" o
2 A Poadc
'\?/c?f-? V. 1Y, ILWM / Yo ,4 P s .




110 BIRDS OF INDIA,

the Bay of Bengal, Arrakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim, extending to
Malacca, and it is more confined to the forest regions than the
other Indian Orioles.

Besides the two allied species mentioned above, a fourth has

” been found in the Burmese countries, and named O. tenuirostris,
by Blyth; and another exists in Java, O. hippocrepis, Wagler,
““probably coronatus of Swainson. Bonaparte also gives O. Hors-

fieldii from Java (galbula of Horsfield); and O. Broderipi, from
Sumbava, figured in the Ill. P. Z. S. for 1850.

3rd, Black-headed Orioles ( Oriolus of Bonaparte for the Indian
species, and Baruffius, Bon., for the African ones).

There are two races of Black-headed Orioles in India; and, as
they are well marked apart, and, constantly, as it would appear, |
shall follow Prince Bonaparte in separating them.

472. Oriolus melanocephalus, Lnnzus.

Bryra, Cat. 1297 (in part)—FHorsr., Cat. 411 (in part)—O.
maderaspatanus, FRANKLIN (the young)—O. McCoshii, TICKELL,
(the young) —Pilak, and Zurdak, H— Pirola, at Goruckpore,

THE BENGAL BLACK-HEADED ORIOLE.

Deser.—~Whole head, neck and breast in front, deep black;
rest of the plumage rich dark yellow above, slightly paler beneath,
on the lower abdomen and under tail-coverts ; wings black, with a
small yellow band formed by the primary coverts ; tertiaries
with the tips and outer webs pale yellow ; the secondaries also
broadly tipped with yellow, gradually diminishing in extent to
the last primaries, some of which are tipped and edged with
yellow ; tail pale yellow, the two central feathers with a broad
black band about half inch, tipped with yellow, the next pair with
barely one inch of black, and the yellow tip nearly 3 inch; the
next pair with a narrow and sometimes interrupted black band about
the terminal third, and the three outer pair on each side nearly
wholly yellow ; the outer pair with an occasional smear of black on
the outer margin ; all the tail feathers with black shafts diminishing
in intensity ‘towards the outermost feathers.

Bill pale lake-red ; legs plumbeous; irides rich red. Length
9% inches ; extent 16 ; wing 53 ; tail 3% ; bill at front 1 ; tarsus §.

4
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The young bird has the forehead yellow, the head more or less
blackish, the neck white with blackish streaks, the belly yellow
with longitudinally dark streaks, and the yellow duller in tint.

This black-headed Oriole is found throughout Bengal and North-
ern India generally, extending into Central India, and spreading
to all the countries to the eastward, Assam, Burmah, and the
Malay peninsula. Inthe south of India and Ceylon it is replaced by
the next bird. It frequents both forests, and gardens and groves;
is a lively and noisy bird, constantly flying from tree to tree, and
uttering its loud mellow whistle, which Sundevall has put into
musical form.

It feeds chiefly on fruit, especially on the figs of the Banian,
Peepal, and other Fici, and it is said also to eat blossoms and
buds. Buchanan Hamilton states that he found the nest, made of
bamboo leaves and the fibres that invest the top of the Cocoanut
and other palms, in March, with the young unfledged.

473. Oriolus ceylonensis, BoxaraRTE

O. melanocephalus, BryTs, Cat. 1297 (in part) JERDON, Cat.
98—Svkes, Cat. 59—Konda-vanga pandu, Tel.

THE SOUTHERN BLACK-HEADED OrIOLE.

Desor,—Head and neck deep black ; rest of the plumage rich
yellow ; wings black ; the wing-spot formed by the tips of the
primary coverts smaller than in the last; the tertiaries only tipped
with yellow ; and the black on the tail of greater extent especially
on the central feathers.

Bill, legs, and irides as in the last,

This species is found in Southern India and Ceylon, but how
far it extends towards Central India, I am not aware. Its
note, as might have been expected, is very similar to that of its
Northern congener. It is very common in the Malabar Coast,
more so indeed than O. Kundoo, but is comparatively rare in the
Carnatie, and almost unknown in the bare Dececan.

Other black-headed Orioles from the East are O, zanthonotus,
Horsfield, from Malacca and Java, the smallest of the genas,
placed as a separate division by Bonaparte, under the sub-generic
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name of Xanthonotus; and O. Philippensis, Gray : and there are
several similarly colored Orioles in Africa.

4th, Marroon Orioles, Psarolophus, J. and S.

The only bird of this division is a remarkably plumaged species,
and has been considered to belong to a different type, but it is
essentially an Oriole. The glistening maronne color recals that of
some of the American Ampelide (Cotinga pompadoura); and this
remarkable variation of color, from the usual yellow tints of most of
the group, serves, in some manner, toshow us that the glistening
blue of the frena is not an unique anomaly in the coloration of this
family.

474. Oriolus Traillii, Vicors.

Pastor, apud Viecors, P. Z. 8., 1831—GouLp, Cent. Him.
Birds, pl. 35—BryTH., Cat. 1296 —HoRSF., Cat. 419—Psarolophus
Traillii, Jarp. and SeLpy, Ill. Orn. 2nd Ser., pl. 26— Melambok,
Lepch.— Zania-pia, Bhot.

THE MArRONNE ORIOLE.

Descr.—Whole head, neck, and wings, glossy black ; the rest
of the plumage, both above and below, glistening maroon red ; tail
dull Indian red.

The young bird is brown above, darker on the head, and the tail
red ; beneath sullied white, with numerous longitudinal brow nstreaks.

Bill bluish; legs dark plumbeous ; irides pale yellow. Length
11} inches; wing 6; tail 41; bill at front 1; tarsus 14

This curiously plumaged Oriole is found in the eastern part of
the Himalayas, Nepal, and Sikhim, extending into Assam, Arrakan,
and Tenasserim. It is found from 2,000 feet, or so, to at least
7,000 feet, generally in small flocks, keeping to high trees, and has
a fine loud mellow call. I found those T examined to have partaken
of caterpillars only. In the young bird the iris is yellow-brown.

Other genera placed in this sub-family are Mimeta and Sphe-
cotheres, from Australia, and the Oceanic region. Some species,

formerly ranked under the former genus, are now considered to be

true Orioles. Sericulus is classed by some among the Orioles, but
is more generally considered to helong to the Birds of Paradise.
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Oriolia, from Madagascar, probably belongs also to this family,
and shows some affinity in its coloring to O. Z'raillii.
Fam. SyLviapz.

Of small size mostly; bill slender; wing usually somewhat
lengthened, and tail moderate or short; tarsus long; feet
moderate.

The family of Warblers comprise several distinet groups which
I have classed together, partly in accordance with Gray and Hors-
field, and partly because I consider that the birds thus arranged
form a parallel series of equal value with the Thrushes, Shrikes, and
the other dentirostral families, in all of which there are certain
marked differences of type. They agree in being mostly of small
size, some very minute, and none equalling a Thrush ; the wings of
most are moderate or somewhat long, short and rounded in one
sub-family ; the tail is usually moderate or rather short, lengthened
in a few; the tarsus of all is moderately long and stout, and the
feet moderate, suited in some for perching, in others for terrestrial
habits. The majority feed solely on insects, a very few on flower-
buds, and even on fruit. They may be divided into the following
sub-families : —

&

2.—-Ruticillinee, Redstarts and Bush-chats.

Sazicoline, Stone-chats and Wheat-ears,

3.— Calamoherpine, Grass Warblers.
4.— Drymoicine, Wren Warblers.
8.— Phylloscopinee, I'ree Warblers.
6.—Sylviine, Grey Warblers.

1.— Motacilline, Wagtails and Pipits.

Prince Bonaparte divides them into Sazicoline, including our
two first sub-families; Calamoherpine, comprising our two next ;
Sylviine, with our 5th and 6th ; and Motacilline.

Although the chain of affinities is not uninterrupted in this
grouping, yet it appears, upon the whole, that this is not far from the
natural order of succession. The Stone-chats and Wagtails perhaps
ought to be placed next each other, as they have various affinities
of color and habits. Some of the larger species appear to grade
into the Rock-thrushes; a few have affinities for the Timaline
Thrushes; several approach the Saxicoline Fly-catchers; others

P
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perhaps join the Titmice in the next family ; and lastly the Pipits

are barely separable from the Larks, a conirostral group.

Sub-fam. SAXICOLINZ.

Bill stouter, more depressed at the base than in the other
sub-families ; wings moderate or somewhat long; tail moderate
in most, short in some, long in a very few; tarsus moderately
long, stout; feet moderate, fitted for terrestrial habits; claws
slightly curved.

The Sawicoline are a group of ground birds, of solitary habits
frequenting in general open and rocky ground, and affecting the
neighbourhood of man; a few however being more sylvan, and
courting concealment. The song of most is pleasing, very fine mn
a few, and they are exceedingly pugnacious. They nestleon
banks, or rocks, or holes in buildings, occasionally in a hole of a
tree ; and the egos of most are bluish white, with a few dark spots
The plumage of many is pied, and the sexes usually differ more o
less in colour. The young are usually spotted like the young of
Thrushes. They comprise some of the largest birds of the present
family, and Bonaparte unites with them some of the Rock-thrushes
of the Old World. They are chiefly inhabitants of the Old World,
many of them being migratory; but there is a peculiar group in
Australia, and another in America. They approach the Wagtails
on one side, and certainly grade into the next sub-family, Ruticilline.

Gen. Corsycuus, Wagler.
Syn.. Gryllivora, Sw.—Dahila, Hodgs.

Char.—Bill moderately lone and strone

o

straight, tip slightly
bent, distinctly mnotched; rictal bristles almost absent; nostrils
large, exposed, basal; wings moderate, 4th and 5th quills longest,
3rd nearly equal to them; tail rather long, graduated, or with
the six central feathers equal, the outer ones graduated ; tarsus
moderately long, stout, nearly entire; feet moderate, middle toe

long, hind toe and claw moderate ; claws slightly curved.

475. Copsychus saularis, Livx.

Gracula, apud Linn&us—BryTm, Cat: 970—IHorsr., Cat. 422
—SYKES, Cat. 62—Gryllivora intermedia, SWAINSON, and JERDON
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Cat. 101—Dabhila docilis, Hopas.—Dayar, or Dayal, H. and Beng.
— Pedda nalanchi, Tel., also Sarela-gadu, t. e.,the Iiet—Zannid-
pho, Lepch.

Toe MAGPIE-ROBIN.

Descr.—~Head, neck, breast, body above, and wings, black, glossed
blue on all parts except the wings; abdomen, vent, and under tail-
coverts white, the four outer tail-feathers on each side, white.

The female is duller black than the male, and somwhat ashy on
the breast. The young birds have the breast dusky with ruddy
spots, the upper surface olive-brown turning to slaty.

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. Iength 8% inches; wing 4 ;
tail 3% ; extent 11%; bill at front 11; tarsus 14.

The Magpie-robin is found throughout all India, from the
Himalayas to Cape Comorin and Ceylon; and eastwards to
Arrakan and Tenasserim. Hutton says that at Mussooree it occurs
up to 5,000 feet. Itis rare near Darjeeling, and I never saw it above
3,000 feet. It affects chiefly wooded districts, but does not inhabit
the deep jungles. Towards the South of India it is less familiar
than it is in the North, for in Central India, Bengal &e., it is often
seen feeding close to houses. It is gencrally seen alone or in
pairs, usually seeks its prey on the ground from a low perch,
often lopping a few steps to pick up an insect. When
it returns to its perch, it generally elevates its tail and often
utters a pleasing warble. Though it frequently raises and depresses
its tail, both when perched and on the ground, I cannot say that
I have observed the Wagtail-like flirtation of its tail noted by
Hodgson, or that it throws its tail back till it nearly touches its
head, as Layard has seen. Towards the evening it may often
be seen near the top of some tolerably large tree, or other elevated
perch, pouring forth its song. 1 have always found its food to
consist of insects of various kinds, small grasshoppers, beetles,
worms, &e. Hodgson asserts that in winter they like unripe vetches,
and such like; but this is quite opposed to the usual habits of
this group. It breeds generally in thick bushes, or hedges; some-
times in a hole in a bank or tree, and occasionally in a hole in a
wall, or on the rafter of a house. The nest is made of roots

o

and grass ; and the eggs, four in number, are bluish white, or pale
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bluish, with pale brown spots and blotches. Layard says that the
eggs are bright blue, and Hutton that they are carneous cream
color, but these observers must, I think, have been mistaken in
the identity of the owner of the nest.

The Dayal is often caged, as well for its song, as for its pugna-
cious qualities, which, according to Hodgson, are made use of to

capture others. “ Fighting these tame birds,” says Hodgson, *is

a favorite amusement with the rich (in Nepal), nor can any race of
game-cocks combat with more energy and resolution than do these
birds. Latham called it the Dial bird from its native name, and
Linnaeus, apparently thinking that it had some connection with a sun-
dial, called it solaris, by lapsus pennce, saularis. 1may here state that
in my Catalogue published in 1839, I called it the Magpie-robin,
by which name Mr. Layard says it is now known in Ceylon.

A nearly allied race is found in Ceylon, C. ceylonensis, Sclater,
P. Z. S., 1861, p. 186 (brevirostris, apud Blyth); C. mindanensis, in
Malacca, Siam and China; and C. amcenus, Horsf. (brevirostris,
Swains.) in Java; and these are all representatives of our Indian
species; besides which there are C. luzoniensis, Kittlitz, in the
Philippines, and C. pluto, Temm., in Borneo.

: Gen. Kirtacincra, Gould.

Char.—Bill more slender than in the last; tail very long,
graduated ; wings slightly more rounded; tarsus slender, pale;
lateral toes very short,

This form is considered by some not to be distinct from the last,
but the few structural points noted above, its more slender form,
retired habits, and the fact of there being several species, exhibiting
all these characters, from various parts of, the Indian region, lead
me to keep it distinct.

476. Kittacincla macroura, Gmer.

Turdus, apud GMELIN—BryTH, Cat. 968—Hogrsr., Cat. 425—
SYKES, Cat. 61—Gryllivora longicauda, SwaiNsoN—JERDON, Cat.
102—S8hama, H.— Poda nalanchi, Tel.,, also Tonka nalanchi.

THE SHAMA.

Descr.—Head, neck, back, wing-coverts, breast, and tail, glossy

black ; rump white ; wings dull black ; outer tail feathers broadly
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tipped with white; breast, belly, and under tail-coverts deep
chesnut.

Bill black; legs pale fleshy; irides deep brown. Length 12
inches ; wing 3% ; tail nearly 8; bill at front £ ; tarsus 1.

The female has the colors less pure and duller than the male.

This most charming songster is found over all India where there
are sufliciently dense or lofty jungles, and it never affects cultivated
country, however well wooded.® Itis common in all Malabar,
especially in the upland districts, as in the Wynaad ; more rare in
the Eastern Ghits; and not unfrequent in all the jungles of
Central India to Midnapore and Cuttack. It also frequents all
the sub-Himalayan forests, and extends to the hill tracts of Assam,
Sylhet, Burmah, and Malacca, as also to Ceylon.

The Shama frequents the densest thickets, and is very partial to
thick bamboo jungles. It is almost always solitary, perches on low
branches, afd hops to the ground to secure a small grasshopper
or other insect. When alarmed, it flies before you from tree to
tree at no great height. Its song is chiefly heard in the evening,
just before and after sunset. Itis a most gushing melody, of great
power, surpassed by no Indian bird. In confinement it imitates
the notes of other birds, and of various animals, with ease and
accuracy. It is caught in great number and caged for its song.
Many are brought from the Nepal Terai to Monghyr, chiefly
young birds. It is the practice throughout India to cover the
cages of singing birds with cloth, and in some places a fresh piece
of cloth is added every year. The birds certainly sing away
readily when thus caged, butnot more so perhaps, than others free-
ly exposed. The Shama is usually fed on a paste made of parched
chenna mixed with the yolk of hard-boiled eggs, and it appears to
thrive well on this diet, if a few maggots or insects are given
occasionally. It will also eat pieces of raw meat in licu of insects.

A new species has lately been discovered in the Andaman
Islands, K. albiventris, Blyth ; there is another from Labuan, K.
Stricklandi, Mottl. and Dillwyn; and a fourth species has quite

*I can scarcely believe that this is Mr. Philipps’ Shama, which, says he, in the
N, W. ., may be seen perched on walls, and building in houses,
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recently been described by Sclater, P. Z. 8., 1861, p. 187, Copsy-
chus suavis from Borneo, which ‘has the tail of a Copsychus, and

the colours and form of Kittacincla.

Gen. MyromELA, Hodgson.

Syn. Muscisylvia, Hodgs.—Notodela, Lesson, apud Blyth.

Char.—DBill short, tolerably slender, compressed, slightly bend-
ing at the tip and notched; rictus very feebly bristled; wings
rather long, ample, reaching half way down the tail; 5th quill
longest ; tail moderate, broad, very slightly rounded ; tarsi rather
long, smooth ; toes moderate, slender ; claws gracile, longish.

This genus has the general structure of Copsyehus, but less
robust in form, with a more even tail, a smaller bill, and larger feet.
Blyth considers this form barely distinct from Ruticilla, to which
it certainly has affinities; but its general structure, coloration,
and sylvan habits, induce me to consider it as more nearly allied to

the present group.

477. Myiomela leucura, Hopason.
Museisylvia, apud HopcsoN, Ann, Nat. Hist.,, 1845—J. A. S,
XIIL,138—DBrLyTH, Cat. 971 —HoRrsF.,Cat. 4 26— Mangshia, Lepch.

THE WHITE-TAILED BLUE-CHAT.

Descr.—General color dark blackish indigo-blue; forehead,
over the eyes, and shoulder, bright smalt-blue ; alars and caudals
dull black, with the base of the outer web of the three tail feathers
on each side, next the outer ones, white, this white increasing out-
wardly ; a concealed white spot on the sides of the neck, formed
by part of the outer webs of some of the featheis. The female is
rufescent brown, paler beneath ; the quills dusky, edeed with deep
ferruginous; tail the same; the base of the feathers white, as in
the male.

Bill black; feet brown-black; irides dark brown. Length 7%
inches ; extent 12 ; wing 32; tail 3% ; bill at front % ; tarsus 14.
The wingsreach to within 11 inches or so from the end of the tail.

The White-tailed Blue chat is found throughout the Himalayas,

from Mussooree to Sikhim, and also in the Khasia hills. Tt affects
high altitudes, being found from 5,000 to nearly 9,000 feet. It
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frequents dense underwood, or very thick forest, perching low,
and seeking its food chiefly on the ground. I have found enly
insects of various kinds in its stomach. Hodgson, indeed,
says that it feeds equally o pulpy berries. Itis very shy, and
from the density of the cover it frequents, it is difficult to observe
closely.

From its tone of coloring, the white neck spot, and especially
the mode of coloration of the female, it appears to me to be
somewhat allied to Niltava, and the Lepchas brought me a nest
and eggs, alleged to belong to this bird, exactly resembling those
of Niltava sundara, but they may have been mistaken in the
identity’of the bird, the females being so like each other.

A somewhat allied species is found in Pegu, Notodela diana, of
Lesson, in Belanger’s voyage, and FEupetes coerulescens, Temm.,
P. C. 574, from New Guinea, appears to me also related.

The next bird noticed is a somewhat anomalous form, albeit
having some distant affinities for the last species.

Gen. Granparna, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill moderate, slender, straight, pheenicuran, but slightly
depressed at the base ; nostrils ov: al, free, in the front of a large
fossa; gape perfectly smooth; wings long, ample and firm, 1st
quill spurious, 2nd longest; the tertials only half the length of the
primaries; tail moderate, firm, slightly emarginate; tarsus longish,
entire; toes long, slender, suitable for progression on the ground ;
hind toe rather short.

This is a very peculiar genus. Hodgson says that it has the
general structure of a Thrush with the wings greatly enlarged, and
a sylvian bill.” Blyth says that it is allied to the Wheat-ears. It
differs from all the other members of this family by its excessively
long wings. I was at one time inclined to class it not far from
Hartlaubius, Bonaparte, an African genus of Sturnide, judging
from the brief characters given by the Prince, and the long wings
and sturnideous habits of the only species, as noticed by some
observers.

478. Grandala ceelicolor, Hopasox. i

J. A. 8, XII., 447, with fig.—BryTH, Cat. 972—Io0RsF., Cat.
427—G. schistacea, HopGsoN, the young lumulc.




120 BIRDS OF INDIA.

Tae LoNG-wINGED BLUE CHAT.
Descr.—Whole head and body glistening externally with brilliant
dark smalt-blue, but the feathers black in ernally ; wings and tail
black. The female is sordid slaty, ::?Abluc- lack, with a brown
smear ; alars and caudals darker, and a white bar through the

wing; the feathers of the lower parts striped down the shafts
with luteous white.

Bill and feet jet_black; irides dark brown,, Length of male
9 inches; wing’ﬁ 3 tail %‘f‘? bill at front }‘Jﬁj, tarsus }4 The
female is considerably smaller than the male. /"

This magnificent bird inhabits the Northern region of Nepal, or
the Cachar, in under spots near the snows. It is stated by
Hodgson to be solitary in its habits, and that insects and oravel
were found in its stomach. It has also been found in the North-
west Himalayas, near the snowy region, and Mr. Blyth was in-
formed by Lieutenant Speke, that he observed it in flocks, with a
rapid flight like that of the Starlings.

The next group, from its slender, and slightly curved beak, was
formerly classed under the heterogeneous Jzos of Temminck ; but

its place in this family is now universally conc~ded.

Gen. THAMNOBTA, Swainson.

Char.—Bill slender, very slightly widened at the base, the
sides compressed, slightly arched throughout ; tip deflected, not
notched ; gape smooth wings short, rounded, the 4th and
oth quills longest, the primaries hardly exceeding the terti-
aries and secondaries, which are broad; tail moderate, broad,
much rounded ; tarsus long, the feet moderate, inner toe much
shorter than the outer ; hind toe short, all the claws slightly curved.

I have no doubt myself of the propriety of placing this genus
among the Stone-chats or Robins. Blyth, at one time, from
observation of a caged specimen, held that it was Wren. Swain-

son was the first naturalist who, from specimens alone, with great

acumen fixed its true position ; which subsequent observations
of its habits have certainly confirmed. The Telingas, it will
be observed, call both Copsychus and Thamnobia by the same
name, with a specific prefix. There are two species known in
India, one from the south, the other from the north,
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479. Thamnobia fulicata, Livn.
Motacilla, apud Linnzus—Jerpow, Cat. 103—BryTH, Cat.
967—Hors¥., Cat. 428—Ixos, apud SykEs, Cat. 72—Tham.
leucoptera, Swarss.—Kalchuri, H.— Nalanchi, Tel.— Wannati-

kuravi, Tam., 4. e., Washerman-bird.

THE INDIAN Brack Roriw.

Descr.—Male, shining deep black, with a white wing spot ; the
middle of the abdomen and the under tail-coverts deep chesnut,
The female is dull sooty-brown, darkened on the wings and tail,
the under tail-coverts chesnut.

Length 6 inches; wing 28 to 3; tail 2§; tarsus 145 bill at

ot o 1 )
Linch. Bill black ; irides dark brown.

)

front barely

This well known hird is found throughout Southern India
as far north as the Taptee on the West, but only extending to
the Godavery on the East. North of this it is replaced by the
next species.

Tts familiar habits well entitle it to the name of Indian Robin.
It is mostly found about villages, pagodas, old buildings, and
mud walls, often perching on the roofs of houses and tops of walls,
and feeding in versmdahs, or occasionally even entering houses.
It 1s, however, not confined to the vicinity of houses or villages,
but is very common on rocky and stony hills, and in groves
of palmyra or date palms. It is generally seen single, or in pairs,
feeds on the ground, on which it hops with great agility, frequently
pursuing and capturing several insects before it re-seats itself on

on a house or on a neighbouring tree or bush.

its perch eith
At all times, but especially when feeding, it has the habit of jerk-

ing up its tail by successive efforts, so as almost to overshadow
its head. The male has a very sweet little song, which it warbles
forth from the top of a wall or low tree, and it is occasionally
caged. It builds among rocks, on holes in houses or mud walls 3
also low down on the stem of palm trees, where the broken stalk
of the frond juts out from the trunk : Burgess says, ‘ under tussocks
of grass.” On one occasion a pair built their nest, at Jalnah,
among a heap of stones raised from a well. It was being deep-
ened, and they made their nest during the time the rock was being

Q

%
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blasted, and continued the incubation till the youne ones were
hatched, when it was accidentally destroyed. The nest is made
with grass, roots, and hairs ; and the eggs, four or five in number,

are bluish white, spotted with purplish brown.

480. Thamnobia Gambaieﬂsis, Larh.
Sylvia, apud LaTHAM—BrYTH, Cat. 966—HorsF., Cat. 429.—
M. fulicata, apud TickELrL—Th. S(-;:puhn*}s. HH]H:S.——h:l_\:wul(ll-
des erythrurus, LussoN (the female), and Cinnyricinclus mela-
soma, LESSON (male.)

Tae BrowN-BACKED INDIAN RoRIN.

Descr.—The male has the back, wings, and upper tail-coverts,
dusky olive-brown ; the wings and the tail black; the lores, ecar-
coverts, and lower plumage also blackf a white wing spot as in
the last:; the vent and centre of " belly deep chesnut. The female
1s sooty-brown throughout, except the chesnut beneath.

Dimension of the last nearly, or a trifle smaller. The Brown-
backed Robin is found throughout all Central and Northern India,
up to the base of the Himalayas, and as far as the Punjab. Itis
found at Nagpore, Mhow, Saugor, Chota Nagpore, and Midnapore, *
and thence throughout northwards. It differs in nowise in its
habits from the last. Theobald found the nest in holes of trees
and banks, made of grass, and almost invariab ly with cast snake-
skins ; and the eggs were greenish-w hite, ringed and spotted with
pale reddish.

To this series of the Shama, Dayal, and Robins, belong several
African forms, but it does not appear to be developed further in
Malayana. Thamnolea, Cercotrichas, and Dromolea of Cabanis
are African groups, a few of them coloured like the Shamas, others
like the Dayals, and some more like Thamnobia, to which last
genus several African b'mlﬁ are referred. Zurdus Madagascari-
ensis, figd. Pl. Enl. 557, 1, appears very like a Copsychus.

The next group, that of the Chats, have the bill short and stout,
a short tail, and wings of mean length. They frequent bushy
places and cultivated land, occaslonally seize insects on the wing,

and sometimes sing while hoverine in the air.
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Gen. PraTincoLna, Koch.

Syn. Rubetra, Gray.

Char.—DBill short, straight, somewhat wide at base, strongly
curving at tip, which is faintly notched; nostrils concealed by
tufts of hairs and plumes; strong rictal bristles; wings moderate,
4th, 5th, and 6th quills nearly equal and longest; tail moderate,
nearly even; tarsus moderate, longish ; feet moderate ; claws
slightly curved, slender.

This genus has been instituted for the Whin-chat and some
allied birds, which are usually smaller than the true Sawicole,
and differ in some other points, and they more affect wooded
and cultivated country. It includes two or three minor divisions,
The first and third peculiar to India, the second common to
FEurope, Africa, and Asia, and containing several representative

species.

: By
481. Pra 1ncola carrata, Linx. pRCA /}

Motacilla, apud Linn

ratica, TICKELL—Sax. fruti-&
cola, Horsp.—S, blwlnr (m 1]1\) .111:1 S. erythropygia (f nnui_),
SYKEs, Cat. 90 and :RDON, Cat. 105 (in part)—BryTw,
Cat. 995—Hogsr., Cat. 433—Sax-melaleuca. Hopason—Pidha,
and Kala pidha, H.—Kumpa nalanchi, Tel., i. e., Bush Robin.

Tue WaiTE-wiNgED BrAck Romix.

Deser—Male black : a longitudinal band on the wings, the
rump and the upper tail-coverts, and the middle of the lower part of
the abdomen, vent, and under tail-coverts, white. When newly
moulted, the black is fringed with brown edgings, which gradually
get worn away. Female dusky brown, the feathers edged paler,
with a rufous rump and upper tail-coverts; beneath pale reddish
brown, albescent on the throat and vent : abdomen slightly streaked ;
vent and under tail-coverts tinged with rufous,

Length about 5 inches; wing 2%; tail 2.%; bill at front 2;
tarsus 3.

Bill black ; legs brown-black, irides deep brown.

This Bush-chat is common over all India. frequenting bushy

ground, hedges, gardens, and the like, but not found in forests or
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jungle. It extends to Burmah and the Malayan countries, and
even to the Philippines. It has the usual habits of the tribe, dart-
ing down to the ground from its perch, usually on the top of a bush
or branch of a tree, and, having secured an insect, returning to
its seat. It has a pleasant song, which Blyth compares to that
of the English Robin, but more uniformly plaintive. It is rather
a favorite cage-bird in Bengal. Tickell got the nest i a bush,

g : : ; =
made of grass, with three pale greenish white eggs, sprinkled

equally throughout, with brown spots.

482. Pratincola atrata, Bryrm,

J. A. 8. XX, 177—JERDON, Cat. 105 (in part).

Tae NEILGHERRY BLack RopIx.

Descr.— Very similar to the last, larger. No gradation of size
has been observed between this and the last species. Length 6§
inches; wing 33; tail 2}; tarsus %.
In my Catalogue I did not distinguish this specifically from the

e between it and

last, but called attention to the difference of
the low country one, P. caprata. This species is very common
on the Neilgherries as well as the upland hilly regions of Ceylon,
frequenting the skirts of woods, bushes, and gardens; and it gets

the name of Hill-robin from its familiar habits. I have seen the
nest of this bird several times, always on banks, on the road side,
neatly made of moss, roots, and hairs, and with usually three or
four eggs, bluish-white, with brown specks and spots.

The next group comprises the Whin-chat of Europe and several

allied species.

483. Pratincola Indica, Bryrm.

J. A. S. XVI., 129—BryrH, Cat. 997—Horsr., Cat., 434—
Sax. rubicola, SYxEs, Cat. 89—JERDON, Cat. 104—P. saturatior,
HopesoN—Adavi kampa nalanchi, Tel,, i. e., Jungle Bush-robin
and Adavi-kampa-jitta, . e, Jungle Bramble-bird.

Toe InpiaAN BusH-CHAT.

Deser.—The male, in summer plumage, has the whole head and

neck; back, wings, and tail, black ; the back and wings edged with
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pale rufous; wing spot, rump, and upper tail-coverts, white ;
breast and lower parts, bright ferruginous, deep on the breast,
paler on the flanks and belly, and albescent on the vent and under
tail-coverts; a demi-collar of white almost meots on the nape,
dividing the black of the head and neck. In winter plumage
the black is almost replaced by earthy brown; the rump and
upper tail-coverts are ferruginous brown; the lores, ear-coverts,
and chin, however, are always more or less black : the white wing
spot is less prominent ; the whole lower parts are dull ferruginous,
1

1

a

bescent on the under tail-coverts ; and the demi-collar is defi-
cient or rusty. The female resembles the male in winter dress,
Leing brown above, margined with paler brown, and rufescent
towards the tail; but the chin and throat are white. and there is a
white supercilium. The wing spot too 1s a little sullied.

Length 5} inches; wing 23 ; tail 1% ; tarsus % ; bill at front &,
Bill and legs black ; irides deep brown.,

This species, which was first discriminated by Mr. Blyth, differs
from the English bird chiefly by the paler tint of the lower
plumage, the deeper hue being confined to the breast, by the
white demi-collar extending further backwards, in the black of
the throat not descending so low in the breast, and in the female
having the chin and throat white, instead of pale brown., The
wing, too, is somewhat longer than in the European bird. Strick-
land once considered the Indian bird identical with his P. pastor
from Africa, but Horsfield in his Catalogue places the two as
distinct.

The Indian Whin-chat is only a winter visitant to India, coming
in about the end of September or hcginninj; of October. Tt is
found throughout all India, extending to Assam, Burmah, and
Tenasserim, but has not yet been noticed in Ceylon. Buchanan
Hamilton in his MSS. Notes, says that in the Bhagulpore and
Gya districts it remains all the year, building in thickets of reeds,
but he has doubtless not discriminated it from tue next species,
which I found a resident in those districts. It is probably Pallas’
Mot. rubicola, of Central Asia, which breeds, he says, in deserted
rat-holes, laying its eges on the bare ground, or under fallen trees.

It frequents bushes in the plains, hedges, and cultivated fields, but
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avoids the vicinity of villages; hence called the Jungle Bramble-
robin by the Telingas, in contra-distinction to the familiar P.
caprata. It feeds on various insects, taking them on the ground
from a low perch. Many of the males have assumed their summer
plumage before th:y leave the North of India. - I have seen
it in every part of the country except the more wooded parts
of the Malabar Coast, and it is never seen in thick or lofty

jungle.

484. Pratincola leucura, Bryrm.
J. A.S. XVL, t714—BryrH, Cat. 998—Khar-pidda, H.:, at

Monghyr.

Tor WHITE-TAILED BUSH-CHAT.

Descr.—Male, above black with the usual white wing patch;
the breast bright rufous in the centre; sides of neck, breast, and
lower parts, pure vhite ; the four outer tail-feathers wholly white
on their inner webs, except the tip of the two outermost; and
the pair next the centrals (which are wholly black) have the
greater portion of the inner web also white. The female is brown
above, the feathers edged paler, with a smaller white wing-spot,
but no white on tie tail ; beneath earthy white, tinged rufous on
the breast. In wiiter the dorsal feathers are more or less edged
with brown.

Length 5 inches; wing 24; tail 2 ; bill at front [ ; tarsus 5.

This White-tailed Bush-chat, till lately, had only been procured
in Sindh, whence it was sent by Sir A. Burnes to the Museum of
the Asiatic Society, and it is ficured in his drawings. I found i
far from rare at Thyet-myo in Upper Burmah, frequenting
grassy churrs on-the Irrawaddy, but never the low jungles that
lined the banks. Somewhat to my surprise I found it most
abundant in the Gangetic valley, from Rajmehal to Monghyr,
i'rctlncnting fields and long grasses. It is a permanent resident,
and breeds here ; for I found the young birds just flown in April,
but did not succeed in procuring the nest. On referring to
Buchanan Hamilton’s MSS. Notes I find that he has confounded

it with the last, for, writing of rubicola, he says that he found
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them breeding in the Bhagulpore and Gya districts, making their
nests among thick tufts of grass, but whether attached to the
grass, or on the ground, he does not state. Ile gives the native
name as Kat-pidda.

485. Pratincola insignis, Hopasox.
A. S. XVI, 129,

THE LARGE BUSH-CHAT.

Deser.—Male (in summer dress) above black; throat, sides of
the neck, upper tail-coverts, a large patch on the wings, the base
of the primaries, and most of the large coverts, white ; the breast
bright ferruginous ; belly white, slightly tinged with ferruginous.

Bill and feet black. 1 ength 61 inches; wing 3%; tail 24 ; tarsus
11

It is very similar to P. rubicola, but larcer, differs i ]m\mn
a white throat, and also in the much larger wing spot. Jlll.-;
species of Pratincola has only as yet been found in Nepal, and
probably comes from the most Northern districts, perhaps, as
Mr. Blyth hints, from Tibet. I did not observe it at Darjeeling.

]»(-\ulw the Pratincola rubicola, and P. rubetrq f Europe, P.
pastor, of Africa (placed as sybilla, Gmelin, in ];(Jll{‘\llgi]'f(“d Con-
spectus,) P. Hemprichii, Ehrenb., and P salazx, Verreaux, also from
Africa, belong to this genus and section,

The next species differs slightly in its mode of coloration,
longer tail, which is slightly rounded, stronger bill, and short tarsi.

486. Pratincola ferrea, Hopgsox.
)

S-S XV
\(Ui’{tf f]f(f/ ]/JU J(‘ ll

TH, Cat. 1000—Hogzsr., Cat. 43—

Tae DArRk Gray Busm-cmar,
Descr.—Male, above darkish as shy grey; the feathers centred
with blackish, lighter and less streaked on the rump ; lores and
ear-coverts black, and a white supercilium ; tail black, with a
narrow edging of white externally, and the outer pair of feathers
(which are 1 inch shorter than the centre ones) are partially

albescent; wings blac kish, with white w Ing-spot usus lly concealed
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secondaries slightly edged with whitish; beneath white, tinced
with earthy rufescent on the breast and abdomen. The femle
is wholly brown above, passing to ferruginous on the upper tal-
coverts, and partially on the tail-feathers; beneath, paler earhy
brown, rufescent on the flanks and lower tail-coverts, and whitish
on the throat.

Bill black ; feet brown-black ; irides brown. Length 53 inches;
wing 28; tail 21; bill at front % ; tarsus nearly 1.

The Grey Bush-chat is found throughout the whole extent of
the Himalayas, and is tolerably common about Darjeeling. It
frequents the skirts of forests and brushwood, perches on shribs
or low trees, and descends to the ground to pick up insects. It
also occasionally takes one from aleaf. It has a very pleasmg
song ; breeds in holes in banks, making a nest of moss, leaves, or
grass and Toots; and lays 3 or 4 eggs, pale blue, with numerous
pale brownish spots.

The next bird is somewhat related in form to Pp. ferrea, bus
differs in some points, and especially in its mode of coloration, 80

that I have eruw] 1t 1t necessal 'y to ”L\L‘ it s separate u(,m-uu rank

Gen. Raopornina, Jerdon.

Char.—Much as in Pratincola, but the bill longer, deeet,
barely depressed at the base; nostrils longitudinal, slightly m
pended by some nareal tufts ; rictus strongly bristled ; wing mole-
rate or rather short, rounded ; 1st quill short, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
graduated, 4th longest, 5th and G6th nearly equal to it; il
moderate, distinctly rounded; tarsus moderate; feet moderatily
long, toes slender ; hind toe and claw lengthened.

fill

less depressed, and thie tail more distinctly rounded. The colora=

This foryr<approaches that of Prat. ferrea, but the bill is

tion, too, is peculiar, as are its thicket-loving habits; and he

sexes, MOreover, are presun ned to be :llilm.

4 L e N
F --'(“:r-,:-*,-‘
487. Rho Pl cnal whlan :
457. Rkhodophila melanole .&Ca, JERDON.

ToE BLACK AND WHITE BUSH-CHAT.
Above, with lores, and cheeks pure glossy black ; beneath pure

white,
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Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length 5% inches;
wing 2§ ; tail 2% ; bill at front % ; tarsus not quite %.

I first procured this bird in dense swampy rose-thickets in
Purneah, near the banks of the Ganges, when beating for game ; -
and subsequently observed it along the reedy edge of some of the
rivers in Eastern Bengal and Cachar. Mr. W. Blanford obtained
it in Burmah, in long Elephant grass, and I doubt™not it will be
found in similar situations throughout Lower Bengal and the coun-
tries to the Eastward. It is with difficulty dislodged from the
thick coverts it frequents ; and quickly returns to its shelter. It is
probably, from the structure of its feet, a ground feeder, like the
rest of this family.

It is possible that some of the Oceanic Sazicole of Prince
Bonaparte, which he named Oreicola, may belong to the same type.
One of these is Sazx. melanoleuca, Miill., black above and white
beneath, but this has a white wing-spot, and ear-spot. Another is
S. luctuosa, Miill., black above and white beneath, but the wings
varied with white; and S. pyrrhonota, Miill., has the back rufous.
All three are from Timor. Lanius silens, Shaw, of which Bona-
parte makes his genus Sigelus, perhaps should come near this
last form, which appears to have some affinities for Curruca.

The next group are rather larger birds than the Chats, with
longer and more slender bills, longer wings, and a somewhat square
tail. They chiefly belong to the more barren regions of Asia
and Africa, frequenting the open plains, and most of them are
migratory in India, breeding probably in Central Asia. They

breed on the ground in some convenient nook, laying four or five

eggs, bluish white, with ferruginous speckles.

Gen. SaxicoraA, Bechstein.

Bill moderate, slender, straight and compressed, very slightly
inflected, with a blunt nptch ; nostrils apert; rictal bristles feeble
or wanting ; wings 1110d¢rutcly long, pointed ; the 1st short, 2nd
half an inch shorter than the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, which are equal
and longest ; tail moderate, even, or very slightly rounded ; tarsus
long, strong ; feet moderate.

This genus, as here restricted, comprises two groups ; one, with
pied plumage, of which S. leucura of Southern Europe may be

/
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considered the type; and the Wheat-ears. Some of the fist
£ Nl &

group are placed by Bonaparte under Dromolea of Cabanis.

o I o

488. Saxicola leucuroides, GUERrIN.

Mag. de Zool. 1843—S8. opistholeuca, STRICKLAND—S. leucun,
apud Bryrm, J. A. 8. XVI, 137—BrytH, Cat. 974—fig(,

JARDINE, Contrib. to Ornithology.

Tar INDIAN WHITE-TAILED STONE-CHAT.

Descr.—Sooty black ; the thigh coverts, lower abdomen, ver,
and under tail-coverts, white; the upper tail-coverts and tle
greater part of the tail also white, the lateral feathers tippd
with black for not quite half an inch, the middle feathers fir
about § inch. The female is said to be of a duller and browner huw.
An immature bird described by Blyth formerly as the supposd
female, has the head, neck, breast, wings, and two centre tal-
feathers, dusky brownish black; a patch of deep black on ead
Jaw ; breast, belly, ramp, and tail-coverts white, except for aboi

half an inch at the =nd.
Bill and legs bluck; irides dark brown. Length 64 inches;
o3 96 .

wing 3% ; tail 2

bill at front }; tarsus 1.

This species differs from true 8. lewcura (S. cachinnan,
Temm.), with which it was at first confounded, in beins
less robust, and the bill and feet smaller; in the laterd
tail-feathers being all black tipped, and in the white being les
pure.

This fine Stone-chat is not uncommon about Mhow in Centrd
India, in the cold weather, and I have seen it on the banks
of the Nerbudda, near Mundleysur, but nowhere else. It frequent
bushes on the plains, but also comes into Cantonments, and mar
be seen seated on the hedges or on the low trees bordering th:
roads. It descends to the ground to feed on insects, returning

its perch. I saw a plain brown-plumaged bird in company witl

1t, on more than one occasion, but I did not procure it.

This species probably extends throughout the North-West Pro
vinces, having been killed near Agra, and in Sindh, In summe
it doubtless migrates to Tibet and Central Asia.
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489, Saxicola picata, Bryra.
J. A. S. XVI, 131—BryrH, Cat. 75—Hogsr., Cat. 439.

THE PIED STONE-CHAT.

Deser.—Whole head, neck, and upper breast, back, and wings,
black ; the rump, upper tail-coverts, and all the lower parts from
the breast, white ; tail white, except the terminal two-thirds of the
two central feathers, and the tips of the others, which are black.
Length 62 to 64 inches; wing 3§; tail 2§; bill at front §; tarsus
1. Bill and legs black.

This species has the black somewhat deeper, and the white purer
than in the last, of which it has much the size and proportion.

The pied Stone-chat has only been found in the Upper Provinces
of India, and in Sindh; also in Afchanistan. Adams observed it in

Sindh, frequenting gardens, and also in the Punjab. Itisprobably

only a winter visitant.
The next bird is very similar, but differs in having the head

white instead of black.

490. Saxicola leucomela, Parras.
Motacilla, apud PALLAS—BLYTH, Cat 976—Horsr., Cat. 438.

THE WHITE-HEADED STONE-CHAT.

1

Deser.—Crown of the head greyish white; the rump and upper

tail-coverts, and all the lower parts, from the top of the breast,
white ; rest of the upper part, neck, and breast, black ; tail black,
with the base of the central feathers, and all the lateral ones, white ;
the outer-most tipped with black, and part of the outer-web also
black. Young birds have the white cap more or less tinged with
dingy greyish brown.

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. Length 63 inches; wing
3%; tail 22; bill at front barely 1; tarsus 11.

This bird differs somewhat from Temminck’s §. leucomela, (S.
lugens of Lichtenstein), found in the South of Europe and North
Africa, which is said to have the lower abdomen and under tail-

coverts rufous. Our bird has been found in the Upper Provinces
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of Hindostan, during the cold weather only, and is common
E & in Afghanistan. 8. aurita, Temm.,, is another European species.
] The next group is that of thc Wheat-ears, by some separated
i as (Hnanthe. riadelliva .
491. Saxicola cenanthe, Liwx.
)

oS>l A 7 ‘\Iotamlh, apud LinNzus—Bryrs, Cat. 980~GouULD, Birds
Hosice Vel "f;f Europe, pl. 90.
,5‘ perad L ) TEr WHEAT-EAR.

&{;lf".~'¥

f

Descr.—Male, above ashy, with a brown tinge; the rump and
upper tail-coverts white, and a white supercilium ; lores and eye
streak black ; wings dusky, edged with brown ; tail with the two
central feathers black for the terminal two thirds, the rest white;
the outer feathers black tipped; under surface pale rusty brown,
albescent, on the belly and under tail-coverts ; under wing-coverts

4 blackish with white edgings.

The female is ashy-brown above, wings dusky brown, tail black
tipped. In winter the feathers are broadly edged with rufous,
most conspicuous on the wing-coverts and tertiaries.

(] Length nearly 7 inches, extent 11; wing 4; tail 2§; bill at
front not quite half; tarsus more than 1.

The Wheat-ear is found, according o the season, over Kurope,

Northern Africa, and part of Asia. I got a specimen near Mhow,
in the cold whether, and it is known to be found, though rarely,
in the Upper Provinces. It is a larger bird than the bl.lck-thloated
Wheat-ear, which it otherwise somewhat resembles, and has a
much stronger bill and legs.*

492. Saxicola deserti, RurprLL.

Temminek, Pl Col. 359—S. 'Lhoﬂ“uLma, BryTH, J. A, 8. XVI,
130—BryTH, Cat. 977—Hogrsr., Cat. 440,

4 THE BLACK-THROATED WHEAT-EAR.

::’ I Descr.—Above pale isabelline, greyish on the crown and nape,
A JJ and a whitish eyebrow ; rump and upper tail-coverts buffy white;
> \"'_.-‘ R g _lhe name of Wheat-car is supposed to be an imitation of its call u.-,’aee;;jm‘;
,S M"Tl{)(’ sdéR-+ but Mr, Blyth considers that the English names of Stone-chat and Wheat-ear have
1 : 1#7]¢. »been transposed.
| o
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tail white at base, the rest black ; chin, throat, lores, and ears, pure
black, extending down the sides of the neck to the shoulder;

wing black, with a white patch on the bend of the wing ; beneath,
pale isabelline, the lower tail-coverts buffy white.
Bill and legs black ; irides brown. Length nearly 7 inches;

wing 4; tail 23; tarsus 14% ; bill at front 1.

The Black-throated Wheat-ear is nearly amned to 8. stapazina of

Arabia, S. Europe, and Africa, from which it differs in having the
upper parts less rufous, and in the greater extent of the black of [
the neck. Itis common at Mhow, in the cold w eather, fluiueutmw
stones and bushes in the open plains. It is also tolera 2bly common
in the Upper Provinces of India, in Sind ih, the Punjab, anc A\f'{_rhan.
istan.

A nearly allied species is S. philothamna, Tristram, figured in
the Ibis for 1859. Various other species of this group ;'u.c found
South of Europe, and
Western Asia. One, S. lugubris, has the white head and black
body of leucomela, and the tail rufous, like a Buticiila,

in Africa, some of them extending to the

The two last species of this series are remarkable for having no
white at the base of the tail.

Gen. CERCOMELA, Bon.

Char. —Bill moderate, slender, straicht, tolerably curvine at
the tip, and barely notched ; rictal bristles small but distinct ; wings

1

as in Saxic rola, 2nd (|l\lil a trifle onger ; tail somewhat hn”thcnul
feet stout, middle toe not elongated, hind toe rather lo ng.
This form of Stone-chat differs from Sazicola in its more sober

and dull tints, and in the tail not being partly white.

493. Cercomela melanura, Rupe.
Saxlco]a, al)ud RuppeLL—TEMM., Pl col. 257, f. 2—BryTH,
JoA: S, XYL, 131,
Tae BLACK-TAILED RoCk-cHAT,

Descr.—Of anuniform ashy brown tint above, paler on the throat
and breast, and passing to whitish below ; under tail-coverts white ;
the tail and upper coverts black
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Length 6 inches; wing 38%; tail 2§; tarsus Z. Bill blackish;
legs black.

Among the drawings of Sir A. Burnes is one of a Saxicoline bird,
procured, in Sindh, which Mr. Blyth identifies with Riippell’s bird,
which is a native of N. E. Africa and Arabia.

494, Cercomela fusca, BryTm.
Saxicola, apud Bryrs, J. A. S. XX, 523, and XXIV., 188~
BrytH, Cat. 1907.
Tre BrowN ROCK-CHAT.

Deser.—Above light fuscous brown or rufous olive, tinged
with fawn color on the back; tail dark sepia brown, obsoletely
banded, as seen in a strong light; beneath rufescent fawn or dull
ferruginous.

Bill and legs black, irides deep brown. Length 6% inches;
wing 3 ; tail 2.%;; tarsus 17 ; bill at front nearly % inch.

This plain-colored Stone-chat, colored somewhat similarly to
Mirafra phenicura, is found at Saugor, Bhopal, and Bundlecund,
extending towards Gwallor and the N. W. Provinces. It i
a permanent resident at Saugor, and I have o7 ways found it on the
sandstone hills there, among the rocks, cliffs, and loose stones, never
coming to the cultivated ground below, and rarely found on the
trap-bills that occur in close proximity to the others. 1t feeds
on the ground, on various coleopterous insects, ants, &c. Mr. Blyth
remarks that it approaches in color Saxicola infuscata of S. Africa:
It forms an easy transition to the Redstarts, the next group.

Pr. Bonaparte gives two other species of this genus from
Palestine and Arabia, S. lypura, Ehr., and 8. asthenia, Bonap. &
erythrea, Ehr., from Palestine, should also, perhaps, be classed here.
S. infuscata and S. baroica, Smith, from S. Africa, appear allied,
though the Prince makes of them a separate division, Agricol.
If Bradornis of A. Smith belongs to the Sazicoline, it probably
should be placed not far from these last birds.

Two other African genera of Saxicoline birds are recorded by

Bonaparte, viz. Campicola, and Pogonocichla. Sialia, containing

the Blue Robins of America, and the Australian genera, Petroica
and Erythrodryas, appear to appertain to this sub-family, or at
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all events to represent them respectively in N. America and
Australia.

We next pass to birds more sylvan in their habit, viz., the
Redstarts and Robins, most of which perch more freely on trees
than the Stone-chats. Still many are partial to rocks and buildings,
and nidificate in their crevices. Certain among them of still more
retired habits, Larvivorine, Blyth (in lit.), are peculiar, or nearly
80, to the Himalayas and part of Central Asia; and these have
sometimes been classed apart, but they are placed together by
Gray and Bonaparte, and cannot, I think, be well separated. The
well known Robin and Redstart of Europe are the types of this
sub-family,

Sub-fam. RuTtorLLinz,

They are distinguished from the true Stone-chats by a
more slender beak, somewhat longer tarsi and feet; and their
coloration is peculiar. Most have more or less rufous on the tail,
(hence the name of Phenicura,) also on the lower parts, and
the prevalent hu¢ of the upper plumage is ashy grey, dull
black-blue in a few. Their tail is somewhat longer than in most
of the Chats, and many have the habit of shaking and flirting it
continually, hence the names given it in several languages, both
Native and European. The sexes ordinarily differ in plumage,
though the female sometimes is said to assume the plumage of
the male. They have a pleasing song, usually delivered from
the top of a building or rock, or tree. They nestle in holes in
trees, or buildings, or on the ground, and the eggs of most known
are blue; of one, at least, pure white. They are found chiefly in
the temperate parts of the Old World ; and the Himalayan district,
and adjoining part of Tibet, is peculiarly rich in species,

Gen. RuriciLra, Brehm.

Syn. Phenicura, Swains.

Char.—Bill rather short, straight, slender, slightly notched ;
rictus nearly smooth ; wings moderately long, pointed ; 1st primary
about one-third the length of the 4ths 5th and 6th equal and
longest ; tail moderate, even, or slightly rounded ; tarsug long,
slender, nearly smooth; feet moderate ; lateral toes nearly equal,
hind toe not much lengthened ; claws slender, moderatcly curved,
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The Redstarts form a very natural group of birds, chiefly found
in the northern and temperate parts of the Old World, and a few
migratihg to the tropics in winter. Only one species is found in
the plins of India, but a considerable number occur in the
Himaliyas, chiefly as winter visitants perhaps; and others oceur
in Wegern Asia and Africa.

495. Ruticilla pheenicura, Liny.
Moticilla, apud Linnzvus—GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 95—

R. tithys, upu:l Hurrow, J. A. S. XV., 7180—BryTH, Cat. 984—
HogsEk, Cat. 467. !

Tar EvrorEAN REDSTART.

Deser.—Narrow frontal band black, behind this a broad white
patch, continued as a line over the eyes; lores, ear-coverts, throa,
and uper part of breast, black ; the rest of the body above browss
ish-ashy ; wings dark bm\x'n: beneath, the rump, and upper and
under :ail-coverts, and tail (except the two centre feathers which
are da’k brown), bricht ferruginous, albescent on the middle of
the bely.

The female is olive-brown above, paler below, and with a rufous
tinge m the abdomen ; rump and tail, as in the male, but less
bright She is said, however, sometimes to assume the full male
plumage. In the newly-moulted bird the white of the head is
more « less concealed by dark terminal edgings to the feathers,
and the black of the throat and breast has \\hltbh edgings.

Bill black ; legs dark brown ; irides brown. Length 5% inches;
wing 3% ; tail 22 ; bill at front 1; tarsus 1 P,

The Kuropean Redstart has been found, but rarely, in the
N. W. Provinces and A fohanistan. One was sent from Sahs-
runpoe to the Museum at the India House by Dr. Jameson. It
1s a wummer visitant to Europe, where it breeds in holes of frees

and buildings, and its eggs are beautiful verditer-blue ; it retires

to Noithern Africa in winter.

P. % 8. 1854, pl. 57—Hoxrsr., Cat. 468—Bryta, Cat. 984—
(in pat).




Pk
(%)
-3

RUTICILLINZ,

THE ALLIED REDSTART.

Descr.—~A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-coverts,
throat and head, black; crown, neck, back, and upper wing-
coverts, ashy, with a rufous tint, the ash palest on the crown: wings
brown, with the edges of the exterior webs paler ; from breast to
vent, under wing-coverts, ramp, upper and lower tail-coverts,
and the tail (except the two middle feathers which are brown)
rufous red.

Bill and legs black. Length nearly 6 inches ; wing 3% ; tail 21 ;
bill at front 7 ; tarsus Z.

This species is exceedingly close to R, phenicera, but differs
in wanting the white on the forehead, in the black color of the
breast extending lower down, in the 1st primary beirg longer, and
the 2nd shorter than in that species, and the 6th is nearly as
long as the 5th, whilst, in phenicura, it is fully 3 inch shorter.
It has only been found in the extreme N. W. Provinces of India,

Sindh, and Afghanistan,

497. Rauticilla rufiventris, Viemior.

(Enanthe, apud ViemLroTr—R. indica, Bryrm, Cat. 936—R.
nipalensis, Hopas., apud Moore, Horsr., Cat. 470—Phanicura,
atrata, apud JARD. and SELBY, IIl. Ormn., pl. 86, -f. 3—Syxus, Cat.
90—JERDON, Cat. 108— Thir-thira, H. 4. e., Quaker or trembler—
Thirtir-kampa, in N. W. Provinces— Phir-ira axd Lal-girdi,
Beng. —Nuni-budi-gadu, Tel., i. e., Oil-bottle bird,

TaE INDIAN REDSTART,

Deser.—Crown dark ashy-grey ; lores, ear-coverts, neck, throat,
breast, back and upper wing-coverts, black, with greyish edges to
the feathers; wings dusky brown; the primaries margined with
pale rufous, the secondaries with dull grey, forming an inconspi-
cuous patch; under wing-coverts, flanks, belly, rump, upper and
lower tail-coverts, and tail (except half the inner and a little of
the outer webs of the two middle tail feathers near the tip, which
are brown), bright cinnamon rufous. The female is lrown above,
with the edges of the wings, the abdomen, and under tail-coverts,
pale rufous ; below, dusky on the throat and breast, changing to clear

8
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light rufous on the abdomen, and under tail-coverts; rump and
tail, as in the male.
Bill black; legs brown bl:wk; irides brown. Length 6 inches;

34 bill at front

oxtent 10%: wine 31 tail 2
PR , 2.7

L3 tarsus nearly 1.

l 0 ’

The Indian Redstart is very regular in its appearance in the
plains of India, from the end of September to the first week or 80
of October, according to the locality. It is generally spread
throughout the country, to the extreme south of the peninsula, but
has not been observed in Ceylon; frequenting groves of trees,
orchards, gardens, and the vicinity of old buildings, walls, and houses,
and it is often seen perched on the roof of a house. It feeds on the
ground, on various insects. It has a most peculiar quivering
motion of its tail, especially when seating itsell on its perch after
feeding ; hence some of the native names. [ never heard of its
breeding in this country, and I cannot help thinking that Col.
Sykes must have been mistaken when he mentions that “a pait
built their nest in an out-house constantly frequented by my ser-
sants, and within reach of the hand.” It was more probably a
Thamnobia.

498. Ruticilla Hodgsonii, Moore.

; 5 T “ 4

P. Z. 8., 1854, pl. 58—Horsr., Cat. 471—Phxn. Reevesil
apud BryrH, J. A. 8., XII., 963—R. erythrogastra, apud BLYTH,
Cat. 983 (in part)— Thar-capni, Nep.

Hopason's REDSTART.

~ - 3

Deser.— A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-coverts, throa,
and breast, black; the fore-part of the crown clear white, much
narrower than in R. phenicura; hind part of crown, neck, back;
and upper wing-coverts, fine ash, lightest on the crown; wings
dusky brown ; the outer half of the basal half of the secondaries
white, forming a wing patch; from the breast to vent, under wing:
coverts, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and tail (except the
inner and outer margins of the two middle feathers, which are
dusky brown), bright rufous red.

The female has the usual colors of this genus, like the female

of the last; but may be distinguished by a general puffy appeal=
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ance, by the ‘elative length of wing, and by the under parts being
more grey ard less rufescent.

Bill and ‘egs black. Length 6% inches; wing 38; tail 2%;
tarsus Z ; billat front 7.

This Redsart has been found in Nepal, Bootan, and other parts
of the Himdayas, but only, I suspect, in winter. It probably
breeds in some parts of Central Asia. I only procured one female

of this species when at Darjeeling, and this was during the winter.

499. Ruticilla erythrogastra, GurpexsTADT.
Motacilla, apud GurLpENSTADT—Mot. ceraunia, PALLAS—
Gourp, Biris of Asia, pl. 50—HorsF., Cat. 472—R. grandis,
Gourp, P. 2. S., 1849—Bryrs, Cat. 983 (in part)—R. Vigorsii,
Mooge (the iemale).

THE WHITE-WINGED REDSTART.

arrow band on the forehead, the lores,
ear-coverts, troat, fore-part of breast, back, wing-coverts, and
apical portior of the primaries and secondaries, deep black ; erown
of head, bacl of neck, and basal portion of the primaries and
secondaries, vhite, the white on the head being tinged with silvery
grey; breast, belly, vent, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and
tail, rich dark rufous.

Bill and legs black. Length 7 inches; wing 4% ; tail 3; tarsus

bill at froat 7; : the 4th primary is equal to the 5th and a little
longer than tie 6th. ‘

This large Redstart has been found in Bootan, Nepal, Kumaon,
and Cashmerg chiefly in the higher regions of the Himalayas, rarely
lower than 1(,000 feet. It is found in summer in the Caucasian
hills, frequening the l';rm\'ulby hollows of torrents, and breeding in
bushes. One pair was seen by Dr. Stewart, near Landour, by the

unlg of a straam, and it 18 said to frequent mountain streams 01«11),

e

ike Chamornorais leucocephala.

500. Ruticilla aurorea, PaArras.

Motacilla, apud ParLas—Horsr., Cat. 474—Bry1i, Cat. 983 y

(in part)— ScILEGEL, Faun. Japon, pl. 21—Phoen. Reevesii, Gray,
and McLEeLIaND, P. Z. S., 1839—R. leucoptera, BLyra.

2L
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REEvVES’ REDSTART.

Deser.—A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-coverts,
throat, fore-part of breast, back, upper wing-coverts, apical and basal
portion of the secondaries and tertiaries, and the two middle tail
feathers, black ; the latter changing to dusky brown; exterior margin
of the outer tail feathers, and apical margin of the rest dusky brown
black ; medial 'portion of both webs of the secondaries and ter-
tiaries, white; crown of head and back of neck slaty ash, rather
whitish above the ear-coverts, and on the nape; breast, abde-
men, under wing-coverts, upper and lower tail-coverts, and the tail,
deep rufous.

The female is brown above, the wing patch rufescent white;
beneath rufescent, upper and lower tail-coverts and the tail (except
the medial feathers which are dusky brown), rufous.

Bill and legs black. Length 5% inches; wing 2% ; tail 2%; bill
at front §; tarsus rather more than 2.

This Redstart has only been found in the more eastern por-
tion of the Himalayas, in Bootan, coming south into the hill
ranges of Assam, during the cold season. In the summer it is

found in Siberia, Japan, and probably through great part of China.

501. Ruticilla schisticeps, Hopason.

Gray, Cat., Birds of Nepal, App. p. 153—Horsr., Cat., note
to p. 307.

THE SLATY-HEADED REDSTART.

Deser.—Side of head and neck, black; wings and tail, black;
top of head pale slaty blue; throat, and a large patch on-each
wing, white; lower part of breast and abdomen rufous chesnut.
Length 6 inches; wing 3% ; tarsus 'X; bill at front s

From Nepal. Rare. 8% ~f2 ol

P
4

%J‘/[ el . 502 Ruticilla nigrogularis, Hobasox.

Mooreg, P. Z. 8., 1854—HorsF., Cat. 477.

THE BLACK-THROATED REDSTART.
Descr.—Crown of head slaty blue, lightest on the forehead;
lores, ear-coverts, throat, back of neck, back, upper wing-coverts,

two middle tail feathers entively, and the rest (except the basal
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portion) black; wings blackish brown; the scapulars, outer edges
of the secondaries, and under wing-coverts, white; breast, belly,
flanks, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and base of tail (except
the two middle feathers) bright chesnut ; vent and under tail-coverts
mixed with white.

Bill and legs black. Length 6 inches; wing 33; tail 23.

From Nepal. This species is nearly allied to the last, but differs
in having the throat black instead of white.

503. Ruticilla frontalis, Vicors.

Pheenicura, apud Vicors—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 26, f.
1 —BryTrH, Cat. 982—HoRrsr., Cat. 478—Ph. tricolor, Hopa- &<« A 53

soN.—R. melanura, LEssoN— Zak-tirriri-pho, Lepch. I, o A
ToeE BLUE-FRONTED REDSTART. 2 y[A
Deser.—Top of head, back, throat and breast, dusky cyaneous

’

lazuline blue; wings dusky blackish; rump, upper t:lil-cm'erts,(ﬂ*’f"";“’{‘é‘{ }
and under parts, bright rufous; tail feathers rufous, with black %.a» 4d ey
tips, except the two middle ones, which are wholly black. The xger dond’
female 1s brown above, paler below. and rufescent on the lower Wl u Ao 57
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REEvVES' REDSTART.

Descr.—A narrow band on the forehead, lores, ear-covert,
throat, fore-part of breast, back, upper wing -coverts, apical and basal
portion of the secondaries and tertiaries, and the two middle tal
feathers, black ; the latter changing to dusky brown; exterior margin
of the outer tail feathers, and apical margin of the rest dusky brown
black ; medial portion of both webs of the secondaries and ter-
tiaries, white; crown of head and back of neck slaty ash, rather
whitish above the ear-coverts, and on the nape ; breast, abdo-
men, under wing-coverts, upper and lower tail-coverts, and the tail
deep rufous.

The female is brown above, the wing patch rufescent white;
beneath rufescent, upper and lower tail-coverts and the tail (except
the medial feathers which are dusky brown), rufous.

Bill and legs black. Length 5§ inches; wing 2%; tail 21; hill
at front & ; tarsus rather more than 2.
This Redstart has only been found in the more eastern por-

tion of the Himalayas, in Bootan, coming

fe

south into the hill
ranges of Assam, during the cold season. In the summer it i

€-:-=A 3 Qhoria. Japan, and probably throuch great part of China.

lores, ear-coverts, throat, back of HeCK; DavK; Uppox

M i

two middle tail feathers entirely, and the rest (except the hasal
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portion) black; wings blackish brown; the scapulars, outer edges
of the secondaries, and under wing-coverts, white ; breast, belly,
flanks, rump, upper and lower tail-coverts, and base of tail (except
the two middle feathers) bright chesnut ; vent and under tail-coverts
mixed with white.

Bill and legs black. Length 6 inches; wing 3%; tail 23,

From Nepal. This species is nearly alhud to the last, but differs
in having the throat black instead of white.

503. Ruticilla frontalis, Vicors. o

Phenicura, apud Vicors—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl 26, 5
1—BrytH, Cat. 982—HoORSF., Cat. 478—Ph. tricolor, Hopg- &<« f"(‘%

SON.—R. melanura, LEssoxn— Tak-tirriri-pho, Lepch. -_.{’?w‘ifif >
TaHe BLUE-FRONTED REDSTART. o % /
Deser.—Top of head, back, throat and breast, dusky eyaneous,
f:,d Lv’t’:.

with terminal brown e dgings; forehead, and above the eyes, 5
lazuline blue; wings dusky blackish; rump, upper tail-coverts, ( (/51 ‘,J"’ﬂi‘” }
and under parts, bright rufous; tail feathers rufous, with black ,f:ta i ;_"r_';,..-:;
tips, except the two middle ones, which are wholly black. The ges /:'v/
female is brown above, paler below, and rufescent on the lower A hn-
belly and flanks; the rest as in the male. ‘ff,(:yé !pm.,
Bill black ; legs brown; irides brown. Length 6% inches; ex- ¥ oy
tent 11; wing 3%; tail 3; bill at front 8 ; tarsus 1. fz-f“;‘d
This species, as well in its coloration, as in its habits and haunts,
approximates somewhat to the next group, that of the Blue Robins
of India.
This pretty Redstart is found throughout the Himalayas, and
also in the Khasia hills. It is very common at Darjeeling, in the
winter only, extending from 4,000 feet to 8,000 feet. It is found
on roads in the more open parts of the forest, and in cleared
ground. When alarmed it flies into the thick under-wood. It feeds
on the ground on various insects.

504. Ruticilla cceruleocephala, Vicors.
Phaenicura, apud Viecors, P. Z. S., 1830—GouLp, Cent. H.
Birds, pl. 25, f, 2—BLyrH, Cat. 988—HoRsr., Cat. 476.
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Thrr BLUE-HEADED REDSTART.

Deser.—Top of the head pale whitish blue; lores, ear-coverts,
throat, breast, back, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail, black:
wings dark brown, the scapulars, and outer edges of the second-
aries, white; the under wing-coverts, belly, and vent, whitish.

Bill and legs black. Length 6 to 6} inches ; wing 21 ; tail
2%; bill at front ;- ; tarsus about 1 ; 4th, 5th, and 6th quills about
equal. The female is probably similarly colored to the male.

In this species the typical rufous tail is entirely absent, some
of the feathers of the rump, in winter only, having a rufous
tinge. Bonaparte makes of it the genus Adelura, but strangely
joins with it certain Fly-catchers.

This prettily-colored Redstart is found throughout the whole
extent of the Himalayas, from the N, W. Provinces to Bootan,
but appears more common in the N, W. Himalayas, and I did not
procure it at Darjeeling, nor has it been yvet observed there; but it
will probably be found in the interior of Sikhim, at higher eleva-

tions.

Ruticilla fuliginosa, Vicors.
P. Z. .S, '1831—Bryrs, Cat. 989—Horsr., Cat. 479—Ph.
plumbea, GouvLp—Rut. simplex, LrssoN—Ph. rubricauda and P.

lineoventris (the female), HopasoN—Swradum parbo-pho, Lepch.
— Chubia nakki, Bhot.

Tae PLumMseous WATER-ROBIN.

Descr.—Male uniform dusky cyaneous ; wings dusky blackish,
margined with cyaneous; vent, upper and lower tail-coverts,
and tail, dark ferruginous. The female is much paler ashy above,
and still paler below; from the throat to the vent, each feather
spotted with white, and margined with dusky, and then pale ash;
wings ‘brown, spotted with white on the coverts; tail white ab
its base, extending to near the tip on the outermost tail feathers;
the rest brown ; upper and lower tail-coverts also white.

Bill black ; legs vinaceous brown; irides dark brown. Length
51 inches; extent 9; wing nearly 3; tail 2; bill at front 7%;

tarsus 3.
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The coloration of this bird, especially that of the female, is very
peculiar, and indeed unique in this group, and the sexes would
hardly be recognised as belonging to the same species. It probably
ought to form a distinet type. IHodgson classed it with Chemorrornis,
with which it agrees in the shorter and somewhat rounded tail, as
also in its habits; but the wings are proportionally longer, and

the bill shorter.

This plumbeous Redstart is found throughout the Himalayas,
the Khasia hills, and, according to Griffiths, all the hill ranges
between Assam and Burmah. In Sikhim it is common from 1,300
feet to 5,000 feet or so, and is a permanent resident there. It lives
entirely along rivers and mountain torrents, and may often be seen
on a wet and slippery rock, just above a boiling rapid ; it climbs up
the wet rocks with great facility, and every now then alighting
on a rock, it spreads its tail, but does not vibrate it like some of

e Redstarts. It is a pugnacious little fellow, and often gives
battle to the little Eunicurus Scouleri, which delights in similar spots,
and it generally drives its antagonist away. Its flight is rapid
and direct. It feeds on various aquatic insects and larvae, some
kinds of which are always found just at the edge of the water, and
which a wave often leaves behind it on the rock.

Griffiths in his private journal states that he observed and shot
it in Kafliristan, while it was * examining a wall for inscects, and

fluttering about the holes in it.”
Gen. CHEMORRORNIS, Hodgson.
Differs from true Rutieilla by its more rounded wings and tail,
and by the intense ruddy hue. Sexes alike.
506. Cheemorrornis leucocephala, Vicors.

Phanicura, apud Vieors, P. Z. 8., 1830—Gouwrp, Cent.
Him. 'Birds, pl. 26, f. 2—BryTH, Cat. 99.—HorsF., Cat. 480—
Gir-chaondia, Hind.— Kali-pholia at Mohun Ghat—Mati-tap-pho,
Lepch.— Chubia-mati, Bhot.

Tae WHITE-CAPPED REDSTART.,

Descr.—Frontal band, lores, ear-coverts, throat, neck, breast,

back, wings, and tips of the tail feathers, black ; abdomen, rump
55 2
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upper and lower tail-coverts, and more than two-thirds of the tail,
deep rich chesnut; crown of head and nape, pure white.

3ill black ; legs vinaceous brown; irides dark brown. Length
7% inches; extent 12; wing 4; tail 3; bill at front 1; tar
sus 14.

This very handsome Redstart is found throughout the Hima-
layas, from the extreme N. W., Affchanistan and Kaffiristan, to
the Khasia Hills in the south east; and, according to Griffiths,
still further towards Burmah. In Sikhim it occurs from a level
of 1,000 feet, to 5,000 feet, but it is only a winter resident, going
northwards to breed. It is found on the banks of rivers and
streams, but does not affect the rapids of torrents so much as the last
bird, preferring the more level and shingly rivers, and picking uj
insects at the brink of the water. I did not observe it flirting ot
spreading its tail so much as Hutton represents it to do. Iis
fligl
last.

Among other recorded species of Redstart are R. tithys, of

1t is moderately strong, but more wavy than that of the

Europe; R. erythroprocta, Gould, from Western Asia, and R. rufo-
guiaris, Moore, figd. in P. Z. S., 1854, pl. 59, found in Affghanis-
tan, and which, perhaps, may occur in our North-western limits.
The following birds differ somewhat from the Redstarts both in
coloration and structure, but are too intimately connected with
them to be separable, some of the group, viz, the Blue-hreasts,
(Cyanecula) having the tail of Ruticilla: The group comprises
several distinet forms, some of them peculiar, or nearly so, to the
Himalayas and adjoining parts of Asia; others spread over Europe,
Asia, and Northern Africa. The Robin belongs to this group,
and is the best known European form. They agree among them-
selves in having a rather slender, straight bill, of mean length,

more or less compressed, very feebly notched at the tip, and slightly

deflected, with the ridge of the upper mandible very slightly
elevated between the nostrils, and the gape very feebly bristled. The
legs and feet are lengthened, and rather slender, and the claws are
elongated and very slightly curved. The winos vary somewhat

(=]

. structure, some having these organs more rounded than others,

and thg tail is either square or very slightly rounded.
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They are mostly ground birds, feeding on insects, but fond
of shelter; some frequenting thickets, others, long grass; a few
being more arboreal. They usually nidificate on the ground.

Gen. Larvivora, Hodgson.

Bill as noticed above; wings moderate, strong, lst quill short,
3rd, 4th, and 5th quills about equal and longest ; tail rather short,
and the feathers slightly mucronate at the tip, even, or nearly
s0; tarsus long, slender, nearly smooth; toes long slender ; claws
long, moderately curved, much compressed.

507. Larvivora cyana, Hopasox.
J. A. S, VI, 102—BLyrn, Cat. 993—HorsF., Cat. 481—
Pheenicura superciliaris, JERDON, Cat. Suppl. 190—L. brunnea,
Manzhil-pho, Lepch.

TeE BLuE WooD-CHAT.

Descr.—Above dusky indigo-blue, with a white superciliary
streak ; lores and ears black ; beneath bright rufous (the feathers
all dusky blue at their base), albescent towards the vent and under
tail-coverts ; thigh coverts cross-barred with blue and white,

The female, according to Hodgson, is brown above ; white be-
neath ; cheeks, breast, and flanks rusty.

Bill dusky; legs pale fleshy ; irides brown. Length 6 inches;
extent 10 ; wing 3 ; tail 2 ; tarsus 11 ; bill at front 1.

This bird is nearly related both to Janthia and Calliope, with
which genus Mr. Blyth formerly classed it, and I described it as a
Fhenicura. 1ts shorter tail, lengthened legs, as well as partly the
coloring, tend towards Brachypteryz in the Myiotherine group.

The blue Wood-chat is found in the Himalayas, from Cashmere
to Sikhim, and in the cold weather extending, but in very small
numbers, to the plains, for it has been procured near Calcutta. It
is also an inhabitant of the Neilgherries and Ceylon ; and I once
killed it among some brush-woodina large mangoe-grove at Nellore.
Whether this bird had come from the Himalayas, or the Neilgher-
ries, it is impossible to say, but from the season at which I procured
it, viz., the end of March, it was probably migrating northwards.
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I do not know if it is a permanent resident on the Neilgherries,
but rather think that it is.

It frequents open forests in the hills, perching low, and descend-
ing to the ground to pick up insects. Hodgson says, that * from the
number of insects’ nests and larvae he found in its stomach, he has
given the generic name.” Dr. Adams found it in the forests of
Cashmere, and remarked that it had the habits of a Redstart.
Some specimens have the white superciliary mark very short,
stopping at the eye; in others it extends far beyond it
Hodgson at first stated that the sexes were alike, but he afterwards
described the female as differing in her plumage. A second species
of Larvivora has been noticed by Mr. Swinhoe from China.

Gen. IanTHIA, Blyth.

Syn. Nemura, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill short, slender, straight, rictal bristles rather long;
wings rather long; 4th and 5th quills equal and longest ; 3rd and
6th nearly equal ; tail almost even, moderate, slightly mucronate;
tarsus long, slender; toes and claws long and slender.

This genus comprises a few birds, the males of which are blue
above, and more or less rufous beneath ; the plumage soft, silky and
lax, but copious. They are very nearly allied to the true Robins,
Erythaca,but differ in their more delicate make, longer wings, longer
toes and claws; and the sexes differ in coloring. They are all
foresters and shy, and, as faras I have observed, insectivorous ; but
Mr. Hodgson states that they sometimes eat pulpy berries.

£ 8 Ay “\.

508. Ianthia cyanura, Parras. NeAe i

Motacilla, apud Parras—Nemura rufilata, and N. cyanurs,
HopesoN—JarpiNg, Contrib. Ornith. PL.—Bryrts, Cat. 1002—

Horsr., Cat. 464—Erythaca Tytleri, J AMESON—Mangzhil-pho,
Lepch.

THE WHITE-BREASTED BLUE WOOD-CHAT.

Descr.—Male above prussian-blue, brightening and inclining
to ultramarine on the forehead, over the eyes, on the shoulder
and Tump ; the lower parts are white, confined to a narrow streak
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on the throat and foreneck ; the breast more or less brown, and
the flanks bright ferruginous.

The female is pale brown, with a trace of blue on the shoulder,
a greyish blue supercilium; margins to the tertiaries, rump,
upper tail-coverts, and tail, blue, as in the male, but much
lighter ; sides of the neck and breast pale olive-brown ; the mid-
dle of the belly, lower tail-coverts, and the middle line of the
throat white ; the flanks ferruginous as in the male.

Bill dusky ; legs brown ; irides dark brown. Length 5% inches ;
extent 10; wing 3% ; tail 2§ ; bill at front 2 ; tarsus 1.

This very prettily plumaged bird is found throughout the
Himalayas from the N. W. to Sikhim. It is only a winter resident
in Sikhim, however, and I suspect throughout the hills also, Tt
is said to be common in China, Central and Northern Asia,
and in Japan. It is very numerous about Darjeeling in the cold
weather, from 4,000 feet upwards. It keeps to the forests, perches
low on small trees and brushwood, and descends to the ground
to feed on insects of various kinds. It is not unfrequently seen
feeding on the bridle paths and roads. The name Manzhil-pho 1is
properly applied to this species, which is a well known bird, but
1t is given indiscriminately to other species of this genus, to Lar-
vivora, and even to the blue Fly-catchers, Cyornis and Muscicapula.

509. Ianthia hyperythra, Bryrm.
J. A. S, XVI, 132—BLyTH, Cat. 1001—Hogrsr., Cat. 465.

THE Rusty-THROATED BLUE WOOD-CHAT.

Descr.—Male, upper parts deep indigo-blue, brightening to
ultramarine above the eyes and on the shoulder ; wings and tail
black, the feathers outwardly edged blue ; beneath dark yellowish
ferruginous, confined to a narrow streak on the middle of the
throat and foreneck ; lower tail-coverts, and centre of the lower
parts of the belly, white.

The female isa rich brown olive; the tail blue as in the male ;
the rump lighter and more greyish ; there is also a little blue on
the shoulder, and a greyish blue supercilium; the lower parts
are tawny brown, or subdued fulvous; the lower tail-coverts
white.
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Bill dusky ; legs brown. Length 5% inches, wing 3%; tail 2%;
bill at front & ; tarsus 1.

This bird, which differs from the last by the deep ferruginous on
the lower plumage, as also by the deeper blue of the upper parts,
and in the shorter tail, has only been procured from Nepal and
Sikhim. It appears to be very rare, and is probably a migratory
species also.

510. Ianthia superciliaris, Honcsox.
Moorg, P. Z. S., 1854—Horsr., Cat. 483—I. flavolivaces,
Hopasox (the female)—Erythaca, apud Bryra, Cat. 1003.

TeeE RUFOUS-BELLIED BUSH-CHAT.

Descr.—Male, above deep indigo or cyaneous; wings dusky black
or brown, the outer edges margined with cyaneous, and rufous on
the shoulder; the primaries also faintly margined with rufous,
and the secondaries with cyaneous; lores and cheeks black; a
white superciliary streak extending from the nares to the back of
the neck ; beneath rufous; middle of the belly white.

The female is olive-brown above ; wings and tail brown, the
former margined with rusty olive ; white superciliary streak not
so clear as in male; beneath dull pale rufous, inclining to oil
yellow, the middle of the lower belly and vent: partially white.

Bill black; legs pale horny-brown; irides brown. Length
nearly 6 inches; wing 3% ; tail 2§ ; tarsus 1%; bill at front 7.

This species has been classed as a Z'arsiger, but its coloration 18
quite that of the present genus. Blyth at one time made it a true
Robin (Krythaca), but he has since located it here. It is remarka- _
ble for the great length of its hind claw. This bird greatly ‘
resembles in its mode of coloration Larvivora cyana. Itis rare
in Nepal and Sikhim. I got two or three specimens at Darjeeling,
but did not observe it myself. It has hitherto been only pro-
cured in the S. E. Himalayas. ;

Gen. TARSIGER, Hodgson.
Syn. Sericornis, Blyth.
Char.—Bill straight, slender ; gape rather wide, distinctly ciliated ;

wings moderate; 5th quill longest, 4th and €th sub-equal toit;

L |
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tail moderate, barely rounded, conspicuously mucronate ; tarsus long,
very slender, smooth ; feet rather large, middle toe elongate, hind toe
rather large ; claws long, slender, moderately curved. This genus
differs from the two last by its more slender bill and less rounded
tail. The coloration, too, is peculiar and unique.

: S,
511. Tarsiger chl;éyaeus, Hopason.

P. Z. 8., 1845, 28—JArDpINEfContrib. Orn. pl.—BrLyTH, Cat.
994—IHorsrF.,, Cat. 482— Manshil-pho, Lepch.

Tar GoLpEN BUSH-cHAT.

Descr.—Male, head, nape, sides of neck above, and back, olive-
green; a stripe through the eyes, widening at the ears, black;
superciliary streak, rump, tail, and whole lower surface, deep
golden yellow; tail with a broad black tip and the two centre
feathers black ; wings dusky, edged with olivaceous, some of the
greater wing-coverts deeper black, edged with yellowish.

The female is olivaceous above, the orbi whitish; beneath oil
yellow ; supercilium dull yellow ; wings &c’y, edged with olive,

and the tail olive-brown ; the inner webs of all, except the centre
pair, dull golden yellow; twéfcentral feathers dusky, and part of
the inner web of thé#fext pair also dusky.

Bill dusky above, deep fleshy yellow beneath; irides dark
brown. Length 53th inches ; extent 9 wing 24 ; tail'24; bill at Brersa
front §; tarsus 1} nearly. P

This very beautiful bird has only been procured in Nepal and
. Sikhim. It is not uncommon near Darjeeling, and is a permanent ¢ . 2 /o

resident, I believe. It is found in the valleys, from 3,000 to
5,000 feet chiefly, keeps to the forest amongst thick underwood,
and feeds on the ground on insects. Hodgson says : It is shy,
solitary, and bush-loving. It breeds on the ground, making a
compact saucer-like nest of moss, under the roots of a tree or a
stone, and the egos are verditer-blue.”

Gen. Carrrorr, Gould.

Char.—Bill of moderate length and strength ; wings moderate,
1st quill very short, 2nd equal to 7th; tail very slightly rounded,
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the outer feathers being a little shorter than the penultimate pair;
tarsus moderately long, stout, the feet large, hind toe long ; claws
long, not much curved.

This form is closely allied to Larvivora, but differs by its longer

and more rounded tail.

512. Calliope Kamtschatkensis, GumEL.

Turdus, apud GMELIN—BLYTH, Cat. {92—HoRSsF., Cat. 485—
Mot. calliope, PALLAS and T1ckELL—C. Lathami, GouLn, Birds
of Europe, pl. 118—Gunpigora, Beng.— Gangula, in Nepal.

THE cOMMON RUBY-THROAT.

Descr.—Above olive-brown ; beneath dull whitish ; a band above
and below the eyes, whitish ; intermediste space black ; feathers
of the throat somewhat scaly and stiff, light scarlet or ruby red,
with silvery edges, more or less surrounded with black ; the breast
ashy, flanks bright olive-brown, and belly whitish ; axillaries slightly
rufescent.

The female has ‘:1 no trace of the ruby throat, which
is whitish, and the lord¥ s WD ; but some old females have a tinge

of the ruby colour.

Bill horny brown ; irides dark N livid or purplish.
Length 6 inches; wing 3 ; tail 2} ; bill at froh® & ; tarsus 1§

This pretty bird is found chiefly in Notthern and Central India.
I never saw it south of the Nerbudda, ex¢ept once, on boardship,
a little south of Bombay, where one took refuge in the month of
November. It is most common in Bengal and the Eastern side
of India, and is a cold weather visitant orly. It extends through-
out Central and Northern Asia as far as Kamtschatka, whence
it was first brought; and it has been occasionally killed in Europe.
In its manners it is shy, solitary, and silent; haunts thickets
and underwood, and feeds on the ground on various insects.
It is said especially to frequent the covered plantations of the
Betel-vine.

513. Calliope pectoralis, Gourp.
Icones Avium, pl.—Bryrm, Cat. 991—Horsr., Cat. 486—
Bradybates, apud GRAY, Genera of Birds
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frequenting thick }umsh wood, and coming to the road to feed on
insects. Adams fox t at'high elevations, among rocks and preci-
pices, in the N. W¥Himalayas. I quite recently procured one

specimen, and saw others, frequenting long grass jungle, not far
from the banks of the Ganges at ( Jaragola Ghat. It came to the
small foot paths, especially near the edge of water, to feed. It
is only a cold weather visitor at Darjeeling, but may probably
breed in the interior.

Gen. CYANECULA, Brehm.

Char.—Bill rather short, slightly conic, straight ; wings mode-
rate, 3rd and 4th quills equal and longest, 5th a little shorter,
2nd equal to 6th, tail rather short, nearly even; tarsus mode-
rately long ; claws very slightly curved.

The ])luc~throats liffer from the other members of this section by
their firmer wings, and plumage generally,the wings being somewhat
more pointed, and the tail is sub- -even, and somewhat fan- shaped,
the feathers scarcely, if at all, mucronate, and bright rufous at
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of Europe,

Descr.—
and below
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with silver)
ashy, flanks:
rufescent.

The fem:

is whitish, and Mrvnge
of the ruby colot

Bill horny brown ; irides dark N livid or purplish.
Length 6 inches; wing 3 ; tail 2} ; bill at fron? § ; tarsus 14

This pretty bird is found chiefly in Northern and Central India.

I never saw it south of the Nerbudda, except once, on boardship,
a little south of Bombay, where one took refuge in the month of
November. It is most common in Bengal and the Eastern side
of India, and is a cold weather visitant only. It extends through-
out Central and Northern Asia as far as Kamtschatka, whence_
it was first brought ; and it has been occasionally killed in Europe.
In its manners it is shy, solitary, and silent; haunts thickets
and underwood, and feeds on the ground on various 1insects.
It is said especially to frequent the covered plantations of the
Betel-vine.

513. Calliope pectoralis, Gourp.

Icones Avium, pl—Bryrm, Cat. 991—HogrsF., Cat. 486—
Bradybates, apud GraY, Genera of Birds.
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Tae WHITE-TAILED RUBY THROAT.

Descr.—General color dark brownish ashy, with a white super-
cilium ; lores biack, and a small moustachial spot white ; the breast
and sides of the throat black, and the chin aad the middle of the
throat and upper part of the neck bright glitening crimson ; the
belly, vent, and under tail-coverts, white, ashy on the flanks and
mixed with dusky on the under tail-coverts; tail white on the
basal half, except the centre pair, and whie tipped ; also some
white on the outer-web of the outermost feathers. In winter the
black of the breast is broadly edged with grey, and the red of the
throat isless intense; the back too is not so dark. The female is
plain olive-brown, paler on the breast, and whiitish on the throat
and belly; supercilia pale rufescent, there is much less white
at the base of the tail, and the terminal spots are light rufescent.

Bill dusky ; legs pale reddish brown ; irides dark brown. Length
6inches; wing barely 3; tail 2% bill at fron: nearly 1 ; tarsus 1%

The tail is more graduated than in the last srecies, and the w ings
are more rounded. Itis found throughout tie Himalayas, from
Cashmere to 511{]111:1 I saw it at DleL 2, where not common,
frequenting thick brush-wood, and Comnw to the road to feed on
insects. Adams foufllit at high elevations, awong rocks and preci-
pices, in the N. W¥Himalayas. I quite recently procured one
specimen, and saw others, frequenting long 3rass jungle, not far
from the banks of the Ganges at Caragola Chat. It came to the
small foot paths, especially near the edge of water, to feed. It
is only a cold weather visitor at Darjeeling, but may probably
breed in the interior.

Gen. CYANEOULA, Brehm

Char.—Bill rather short, slightly conie, strsight ; wings mode«
rate, 3rd and 4th quills equal and longest, {th a little shorter,
2nd equal to 6th, tail rather short, nearly even; tarsus mode-
rately long ; claws very slightly curved.

The Blue throats differ from the other members of this section by
their firmer wings, and plumage generally,the wings being somewhat
more pointed, and the tail is sub-even, and scmewhat fan-shaped,
the feathers scarcely, if at all, mucronate, ad bright rufous at
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its base, thus reverting towards the Redstarts. The throat has more
or less bright azure blue in the males.

There appear to be four or five nearly allied races or species
inhabiting Europe, Asia, and the North of Africa; and there
is some doubt as to which of the races the Indian bird belongs. It
is generally aliowed that the birds that visit India during the cold
weather, most closely resemble those of Northern Europe, as dis-
tinguished from the race of Middle and Southern Europe, which
visit England occasionally. Bonaparte, however, made 1t distinet,

as indeed Blyth formerly did.

514, Cyaneula suecica, Linx.

Motacilla, apud LINN£Us—BrLYTH, Cat. 981—HoRrsF., Cat. 484
—SvkEs, Cat. 94—JEerpox, Cat. 109—C. suecicoides, HoDG-
soN—Motac. ceerulecula, PaLnas—C. indica, BoNap.—Husen:-
pidda, H.—also Nil hunthi, H. in the North.— Gunpigera and Gur-
pedra, Beng.— Dumbak, Sindh.

THEPINDIAN BLUE-THROAT.

Yoy

Descr.—Above pale olive-brown, the feathers of the crown
slightly centred darker, and with a whitish s(i‘%milium ; lower parts
whitish ; the under tail-coverts more or less tinged with rufescent;
throat and breast bright shining azure-blue, the former generally
mingled with whitish along the middle, and having a large ferru-
ginous spot in front of the neck; below, and bordering the azure
of the breast, is a narrow blackish band, then a narrow whitish band,
and below this again a broad ferruginous band; the upper
tail-coverts are brown, mingled with ferruginous; tail rufous,
the two centre feathers, and the tips of all the others, dark
brown.

Bill dusky horn, the gape yellow; legs brownish ; irides dark
brown. Length nearly 6} inches; wing 3; tail 2}; extent 9%
tarsus 1;1; bill at front 75 Female a little smaller.

Young males have much less blue on the breast, which is often
confined to a moustachial streak on either side, and a comparatively
narrow gorget ; they have also scarcely any tinge of ferruginous
on the throat and breast, the former being chiefly of a dull
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white, but there is never the pure silky-white pectoral spot
of C. Wulfi of Southern Europe. The females have commonly
the throat and fore-neck dull white, encircled with dusky spots,
which are more developed in old females, and these have sometimes
a tolerably broad dusky gorget, mingled with a little blue.

The Indian Blue-throat is found over all India in suitable
localities. 1t is migratory, leaving for the North at the end of the
cold weather, March and April.  This species appears to visit th¢
North of Europe and Northern and Western Asia in summer, and
is described as being a pleasing songster, breeding in moss on
the ground, and laying four or five eggs of a greenish color. Tt
is found in India, in open country, in hedge-rows, cardens,

fields of pulse and Cucurbitacee, corn fields, and reeds or long
grass, especially near water. In gardens it haunts the pea-rows,
beans, and any thick cover ; and it feeds on the ground, running
along and picking up various insects. It makes its way very
adroitly through thick reeds, and when observed it tries to conceal
itself. When feeding it occasionally displays its rufous tail, and
sometimes jerks it up, but does not quiver it like the Redstarts.
I have seen it feeding close to houses in various parts of Central
India.

The allied species ‘are, besides (. Wolfi, already referred to, C.
cyane, Eversman, of Eastern Siberia, which ought to occur in China ;
C. dichrosterna, Cabanis, from Arabia; and C. major from Abyssinia.

Besides the well known European Robin, one or two species
from Japan have been classed under Erythaca, but it appears
doubtful if they really belong to this group of birds. Mr. Blyth
would class the Nightingale here, but it appears to me to associate

more naturally with the birds of the next sub-family.

Sub-fam, CALAMOHERPINE, Grass-warblers.

The fo]lr)wing birds comprise a series of plain plumaged species,
of mostly small size, frequenting reeds, long grass, and other thick
coverts near the ground. They may be said to grade from the last
group by Cyanecula, which has the habits of the Reed-warblers.
They nestle on the ground, or among reeds, and feed entirely on
insects. They are most developed in the temperate and warmer

1]




154 BIRDS OF INDIA.

parts of Europe, Asia, and Northern Africa, migrating southvardsin
winter. They are part of the Calamoherpine of Bonapaite, and
of the Sylviine of Gray. One only is known to breed on the
plains, and one on the Hills; but the last s species recorled are
probably permanent residents on the Himalayas. Their fzet are
less fitted for terrestrial habits than those of the last sub-fimilies.
They approximate the Wren-warblers by Zloreites, and alsy Phyl-
lopneuste and Phylloscopus through Horornis, and the smaller

Acrocephali.

Gen. AcrocePHALUS, Naumann.
Syn.  Calamoherpe, Boie.

Char.—Bill Thrush-like, moderate or rather long, straight, very
slightly deflected and notched ; a few short, but stout, rictal bris-
tles ; wings moderately long, somewhat pointed, 1st quill ninute,
3rd and 4th about equal and longest ; tail rounded, of moderate
length ; tarsus somewhat lengthened, feet moderate, claws long,

slichtly curved, hind claw much curved. i
ghtl} e >
_‘-«.,o -.., L 3 B ‘go.f“//;r'a.ﬂ

515. Acrocephalus brunnescens, ]ERD()N‘

|
Q(J,W ER
Agrobates, apud JErDON, Cat. 1]‘3—1;11111 Cat., IOm——
Horsr. Cat. 515—Malacocircus abnormis, H()UGE;O\--A arundi- 7
naceus, apud BLYTH, olim—Boraitta, Tel... /7 .- XV

Tae LAreeE REED-WARBLER.

Descr.—Above light olive-brown, darkest on the wings and tail,
and lightest on the rump; beneath, and eyebrow, with a tinge of
olive-yellow ; the chin pure white ; wings and tail beneath cinere-
ous ; plumage soft and silky.

3ill dark brown, fleshy at base beneath; legs horny >rown;
irides dull greenish yellow. Length 8} inches; wing 3§ ; il 333
bill at front J5; tarsus 1.%; extent 10§ Female sonewhat
smaller.

This species is ‘very similar to the European A. arundi-
naceus, ov Sylvia turdoides, Temm., but differs in being sonething
smaller, in the first long primary being 3-16th shorter tlan the
next, and the 3rd, if any thing, longer than the 2nd, whereas in

the European analogue the lst long primary is, if any thing
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longer than the 2nd.  The wing too is longer, 33 in the European
bird, and it is more intense in its color; in both the first primary
is very minute.

The larger Reed-warbler is found in most parts of India in the
cold weather, for it is only a winter visitant. It extends into
Assam, Arracan, and China, in some parts of which latter country
it most probably breeds. It frequents high reeds and grasses,
high grain fields and gardens, where it hunts among the pea-rows,
beans, and other vegetables. It clings strongly to the stalks of
grain, and makes its way adroitly through thick grass or bushes,
concealing itself when observed and being with difficulty driven
out. It feeds on small grasshoppers, ants, and other inseets. I
have heard it occasionally utter a harsh clucking kind of note.
The European bird is said to have a charming song, to make a
neat nest among reeds, and to lay four or five greenish white eggs

with grey and brown speckles.

516. Acrocephalus dumetorum, DBryrm.

J. A. 8, XVIIL, 815—HorsrF., Cat. 517—A. montanus, BLYTH,
Cat. 1079—Sylvia montana, Syxes, Cat. 78-—and JErpON, Cat.
123—Salic. arundinacea, HobesoN—Podena, H.— Tik-tikke of

Mussulmans— Z"kra, Beng.—Kumpa-jitta. Tel.

TaeE LessEr REED-WARBLER.

Deser.—Above olive-brown, with a pale supercilium; beneath
whitish, tinged with pale earthy brown.

Bill dusky, fleshy at base beneath; legs red brown; irides
yellow brown. Length 6 inches; wing 2/ ; bill at front % ;

. - S
tarsus .

This bird so closely resembles the 4. salicaria of Europe,

that Mr. Strickland, at one time, pronounced it to be the same. X
It differs, however, besides in some proportions of the quills, in ' F.4
having less brown tint above and on the bredst and flanks, and in g
the bill being less compressed, though vertically deeper. It has

the same proportions of the quills as the last species, and thus /
differs from A. montana of Java, the 1st quill being very minute

and pointed, and the 2nd equal to or longer than the 6th.

p——

——— T
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The lesser Reed-warbler is found in bushy and grassy ground on
the Neilgherries and West Coast, also more rarely in the Car-
natic, in Central India, and in Bengal, to Nepal and Assam.
Blyth says that it is not met with in the wilder marshy
district about Calcutta, but chiefly in gardens. It is migra
tory in the plains, but breeds in some parts of the Himalayas.
Hutton found the nest, which was a round ball of dry grasses;
the eggs three in number, pearl-white, with minute scattered
specks of rufous, chiefly at the larger end. Its note, he states, is
‘a sharp titick titick, resembling the sound made by a flint and
steel.” He further states that many leave the hills in May without
breeding, so they probably go still further north.

W 517. Acrocephalus agricolus, Jerpox.
¢ \suM" Sylvia, apud JErRDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 124 bis—BryTH, Cat.

Tae Pappy FIELD WARBLER,

Descr.—Above pale rufous brown, brightest on the rump;
wings brown, edged with rufous; tail dull brown ; beneath whitish
tinged with fulvous, and brownish on the flanks.

Bill brown, paler beneath ; legs brown; irides'yellow brown.
Length 5} inches; wing 23 ; tail 22 ; bill at fronf T 3 tarsus 2.

This Warbler is a good deal smaller than the last, with a consi-
derably smaller bill, and a more rufous tone of coloring. Tt is also
very like A. salicaria of Europe, but differs in having the same
proportion of primaries as A. brunnescens.

I first found this species in growing paddy fields in Nellore in
the cold weather, and in reedy ground near tanks in Central India.
It is also found in the vicinity of -Calcutta, and in vamous parts of
India to Nepal and Affol

anistan. _ Like the others it feeds entirely
on insects. It is migratory in India, going north to breed.

Mr. Blyth remarks that these Indian species of Reed-warblers
tend to approximate Phylloscopus, in the form of wing, and
are less aquatic in their habits than their European congeners.

Gen. ARUNDINAX, Blyth.

Bill wide at the base, not much compressed, of moderate length;

tip well deﬂccte‘d, and very slightly notched; wings rather short,
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Ist quill nearly half the length of the 2nd, which is a little shorter
than the 3rd and 4th, which are equal and longest, and the 5th is
nearly as long; tail somewhat long, much graduated, the
feathers narrow ; tarsus moderate, stout; feet strong; claws leng-
thened, moderately curved.

The peculiar form has quite the general aspect of Acrocephalus,

but ditfers in its much wider bill, and the form of the wing. Some
class it along with Megalurus and Chetornis, but its somewhat
more lengthened wing, and broad, little compressed, bill, are against
this view, whilst its colors are quite those of A4 crocephalus
brunnescens, to which its general resemblance is so strong that I at
first passed it over. y gt ’ o {
4 federy - Pl FrbTtec Sy
R " ; : i ;
518.  Arundinax jqlivageus,] BryTi;

Phragmaticola olivacea, BLyTH, apud JERDON, 2nd Suppl. Cat.
No. 113 bis—BrLyTH, Cat. 1075—Hogrs¥., Cat. 514. fuet]
I © ¢

THE THICK-BILLED REED-WARBLER.M" -4,

Deser.—Uniform olive-brown abové, a little Julut ('nt towards
the tail ; throat whitish, and hc rest of the under parts tinged
with !nlmw- brown ; lores lmlo < 04 b AL ; ;

Bill dark brown abo‘.c, fleshy ‘yellow at base 0[' lower mandi-
ble; legs pale ]mlnv red, and toes ﬁeahv wrcy: irides hazel.

Length 8 inches; wing 3} ; tail 3% ; bill at front % ; tarsus 1 3
i extent 101,

I first procured this species in the Carnatic near Nellore, where,
however, it is not very common; and Mr. Blyth subsequently
obtained it tolerably abundant in the vicinity of Caleutta. It
has also been procured in the Nepal Terai, and in Tenasserim,
and probably frequents suitable localities over most parts of
India. I presume that like the last it is migratory.

Gen. DuMmETICOLA, Blyth.
Char.—Bill straight, as in Cinclus, but shorter, stout, compressed,

strongly notched at the tip ; gape smooth ; tail rounded, moderate ;

wings short, the first three somewhat ““uduutc, 4th longest and
!

J/j: Q. {iu!"-;w%ai‘ h‘)ﬁ#”!"”*’qm "“”“ \' ﬂw‘bﬁi“i’a» “"“l“-létlv#-A

.ﬂ?ﬂa* Vrilpoel
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B
5th sub-equal ; tarsus moderate, stout; toes and claws long, not

much curved ; plumage puffy and full.
This genus is not separated from Aerocephalus by Bonaparte
and Gray, but differs by its spotted breast and more cincline

bill.

519. Dumeticola affinis, Hopason.

Salicaria, apud Hopason, Gray, Zool. Misc., and Cat. Nep.
Birds—-Gray, Genera of Birds, pl. 49, f. 2.—D. thoracica, BLyTH,
J. A. 8., X1V. 584—DBLyTH, Cat. 1087—IHo0RsF., Cat. 520.

TeEE SPOTTED REED-WARBLER.

Deser.—Above dark olive-brown, with a faint ruddy tinge on
the lower part of the back ; throat, and above the lores, white, pas-
sing into ashy on the breast, which, with the fore-neck, is,marked
with largish round dusky spots ; lower parts, and sides of breast,
plain brownish ashy; the middle portion of the belly white; the
flanks fulvescent brown, and the under tail-coverts dark olive
brown, with whitish tips. e

Bill dusky ; legs pale. Length 5 inches; wing 2% ; tail 2; bill
at front 3 ; tarsus £. e

This bird has only been procured in Nepal, and no notice of its
habits or haunts is on record.

Besides the European species casually alluded to above, there are
a few others of this group found in Europe, Asia, and Africa,
Acrocephalus montanus from Java, several of the same genus from
Japan, and others from China, North Africa, and Australia; Calam-
odyta and Lusciniopsis comprise several species of Southern Europe
and North Africa ; Luscinia, containing the Nightingale of Europe,
and a mnearly affined species from Eastern Europe and Persia,
L. Major, Bonap., is placed among the Robins by many authors;
but its coloration and general habits appear to me to entitle it to &
place in this group. Aedon, comprising Sylvia galactodes of
Europe, and others, is placed by Gray next the Nightingale, but
some of the species appear to me to belong to the Zimaline, or at
all events to the short-winged Warblers ; and some of the species of
Erythropygia, A. Smith, of Southern Africa (placed as a synonym

» . b - - ' . )
3 " £ o
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of Aedon by Bonaparte), even approximate Furycercus in their
mode of coloration.

The next group comprises the Grasshopper Warblers, and some
aflined forms, corresponding to the section Locustellee of Bonaparte.
Their plumage is striped or lark-like above, and they frequent
reeds and grass. The European species make their nests among
reeds.

Gen. LocusTELLA, Gould.

Char.— Bill of moderate len =fﬂl, slender, straight, compressed,
barely deflected at the tip, which is slightly notched; wings long,
with the Ist quill minute; 2nd nearly equal to the third, which is
longest ; tail moderate, rounded or graduated ; hind claw very long,

much curved.

g X 520. Locustella certhiola, Parras.
Turdus, apud Parras—Logcustella Raii, GouLp, apud BLYTH. -
P hated
/”/ mﬂﬂ/}( TrE $wsspr REED-WARBLER. e ol b

[)eer r— -\bm e pale olive- bmwn all the feathers centred dark
brown ; tail uniform brown, tipped pale, especially as seen from be-
low; beneath white, tinged with earthy brown on the neck, breast,
and flanks ; lower tail-coverts fulvescent white, with narrow longi-
tudinal strize. In the spring moult the lower plumage is at first a
somewhat rich yellow.

Bill dusky above, pale beneath ; irides hazel ; legs fleshy brown.

Length 54 inches ; wing 24 ; tail 2% ; bill at front 11 mill.

I first found this bird in long grass in the neighbourhood of

Mhow, in Central India, during the rains, and Mr, Blyth then
considered it to be identical with the European Locustella Rair.
He subsequently procured it from Lower Bengal, not far from
Calcutta ; and I quite recently obtained it near Monghyr, and also
observed it in other places along the Ganges, and it probably will
be found in suitable localities throughout India. From the specimens
then procured, towards the end of March and beginning of April,
Mr. Blyth was led to doubt their identity with the English bird.

On comparing it with Temminck’s description of L. certhiola, it

: - S Med,
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appears to me to correspond sulfliciently well, the pale tip to the
tail, one of the distinguishing points of the latter from . locus-
tella, being distinetly present, in which however it agrees with the
next bird, It is, possibly, a distinct species, and in that case I
would propose the name of LOCUSTELLA TEMPORALIS.

"This bird frequents long grass and grain, and is with some diffi-
culty procured, as it always tries to conceal itself among the long
grass ; and, when flushed, takes but a very short f flicht, again hides
itself, and is with difficulty dislodged. It probably breeds in this
country. It feeds entirely on insects.

b21. Locustella rubescens, Bryrmu.
J. A. S. XIV., 582—BryTH, Cat. 1084
THE RUDDY REED-WARBLER.

Descr.—Back ruddy-brown, with blackish centres to the fea-
thers; crown dusky olive ; sides of neck and breast olivaceous;
throat and belly white, fulvescent brown on the sides of the neck,
flanks, and under tail-coverts ; some of the Mtter brown, tipped
white ; rump and- tail dark ruddy-brown," all the ‘outer ‘féathers
tipped with grey and obsoletely barred ; wing-coverts edged with
olivaceous, and the quills with ruddy-brown ; tips of tertiaries
slightly albescent; a narrow whitish line from bill to oceiput.

Bill dusky horn, pale beneath ; legs light brown; irides hazel
Length 64 inches; wing 21 ; extent 7%; tail 2; tarsus %; bill
front 12 mill.

This interesting bird has been found frequenting reeds and long
grass in the neighbourhood of Culeutta, in the cold weather only.
It probably extends into other parts of Lower Bengal, Assam, and
the Burmese countries. 1 got one specimen in a reedy tank near
Jounpore, in March 1848. Mr. Blyth suggested that this species
may be the Sylvia certhiola of Pallas, from Northern Asia; but
Temminck’s description, I think, applies better to the previous
species.

Some Australian forms appear to belong to this section, which
is not very distinct from the last.

The three following genera differ from the previous ones by
their shorter and more rounded wings, and thus lead to the next
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sub-family, Drymoicine. They are mountain forms, peculiar to the
Himalayas, and some of them are classed by Gray and Bonaparte
with the latter group. In their habits they resemble Acrocephalus
and Locustella,

Gen. TriBorA, Hodoson.

syn,  Pseudoluscinia, apud Blyth.

r

Char.—Bill straight, moderately compressed, culmen distinctly
raised, acute at the base and notched ; gape smooth; wing short,
rounded and feeble, 3rd, 4th and 5th quills about equal; tail
lengthened, graduated ; tarsus stout and smooth’; hind toe short.

Blyth considers that this form is nearly allied to ZLocustella.

Salicaria cinnamomea, Riippell, is considered to belong to it.
522. Tribura luteoventris, Hopgsox.,
P. Z. S, 1845, p. 30, and J. A. S., X1IV., 688—BryrH, Cat.
1086-—HorsF., Cat. 521.
THE PLAIN BROWN REED-WARBLER.

Descr.—Above uniform olive-brown ; beneath paler, except the
flanks, which are slightly rufescent; throat, and middleof the breast
and belly, yellowish, ‘Inetitting to whitish.

Bill dark horny above, pale below ; legs light brown. - Length 5%

inches ; wing 2; tail 2% ; bill at front 11 mill ; tarsus £ inch.

Gray in his Genera places this bird as a Calamodyta. From the

Cachar of Nepal.
Gen. Horornis, Hodgs. /§(w ,

Char.—Bill feeble, slender, compressed, with rictal hairs scarcely
perceptible, distinct in some; wings moderately short, the 4th and
5th quills equal and longest; tail short, broad, much graduated,
tarsus long and strong ; feet moderate.

This genus was considered, by its founder, to have the general
form of T'ribura, (with some of the characters of Horeites) and
indeed was placed as a sub-genus of the former. Gray, in hig
Genera, placed the species under Regulus, and Dr. Gray, in his last
list of Genera, and Bonaparte, place it next Abrornis. Their habitg
are not recorded, and, in their mode of coloration they are allied
to Tribura, but with a tendency towards the Tree-warblers.

X
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f}c‘\'l_’]'_—---‘\\—!):)'."\__‘_ uEE\'('-!'.'.'u‘\‘,"_}. !:a',’h‘ sorcid

shaded with olive; chin, and line over the eye, albescent.

luteous, the flanks

Bill dusky brown ; legs fleshy grey. Length 4% inches; wing not

2: tail 13; tarsus 13t

TaE YELLOW-BELEIED Hirr-WARBLER.
- Above olive-green, beneath pale yellow ; chin, and line over the
eye albescent.
Bill dusky-brown; legs fleshy. Length4§; wing not quite 2;

1

tail 14 ; tarsus ;3. A

From the Cachar recion of the hils of Nepal.

1

oy

ODGSON.

%t

TeE SMmoxy Hirr-WARILER.
Deser.—Above dusky olive-brown, dilutel into a dusky greenish
cast below.

Bill and legs dark. Length 5inches; winy 21 ; tail 2; tarsus .

Hodgsor

1 5ay8 ¢ pe rhaps more D obably a Tribura.” From Nclj;ﬂ.

o

ap L e . v . P 5L P e By =
526. Horornis fortipes, Hopason.
1% , XIV, 58
Tae STRONG-FOOTED HILL-WARBLER.
Descr.—Above olive-brown., below 'ixg_lp 0(']11‘;1('(3011‘4 brown,
approaching to albescent™ Length 4§ incles; wing 2% ; tail 13;
o araa a1l v ne q A
W. 245 tarsus nearly 1inch, v /3 /q°44
T 032 7 From Nepal
{ 7 All these species appear to be rare, and only found in the
higher regions of the Himalayas. I was not fortunate enough

to procure any specimens when at Darjeelirg.
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Gen. Horerres, Hodgson. /5.4 .
Syn.— Nivicola. Hodgs., J. A. S., XIV., 586.
Char.—Bill slender, short, straight, barely bent down at tip,

slightly notched; wings as in Prinia; tail moderate, rounded,

broad and soft; tarsus,long; toes moderate |111(l lL; toe l(m(rm S p
than in Prinia ; mils slender, less curved. /(7 ”ﬂ S ¢(‘ W ZAa
nm - . 4 I
I'his cenus appzars to be the hill ver ntative of the f";um mf SR A |
{
L]
7/ ~
f / o t
Zx./b_. it : P ((4(_‘, /l,_)'Z,:u_‘t;‘_t., QMJMSMM 7 ~

T AN g ,;,‘;J'- Pl H 2 v les oL a ce .7

oy X’m@u—an&u AJMA’W‘&M/; O
z.,.‘f..wam.rm R A e Y V4
TR A Ulancde 10 15

4 «7, P v G—v{ul-_) { 1577)

L. hfz-o 2/ E a3 BLO 4

\ le-s)éo f/{z v dlf
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23. Horornis

. 8., 1845, p. 32.

luteous, the flanks

albescent.

eshy grey. Length 4§ inches ; wing not
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Gen. Horerres, Hodgson. /S7.4 .
S}']l."‘."\.i-“f’(f(}?(’l, 11(\{]}_{‘%.: AL S \I\, 586
Char.—DBill slender, short, straight, barely bent down at tip,
slightly motched; wings as in Prinia; tail moderate, rounded,

broad and soft; tarsus,long; toes moderate ; m'.'hl]o toe longer

than in Prinia ; nails slender, less curved. » /() /ﬂ et ¢(’ % PR

This genus appears to be the hill representative of the Prinia of
the plains, from which they chiefly differ in their more ambulant
toes, and broader and shorter tail, but, at the same time, are more
nearly allied in colours and habits to the grass warblers. Blyth
at one time considered that they had some of the characters
of Tesia, which Bonaparte also latterly classed with the
Drymoicine.

527. Horeites brunneifrons, Hodgson. i

J. A. 8., XIV., 585—BLyTH, Cat. 819—HorsF., Cat. 499— LA,,.;,')xzf—-.

Nivicola schistilata, Hopas.?— Liklik-phoe, Lepch.

Tae Rurous-cApPED HILL-WARBLER.
Deser.—Above elwe-brown, slightly redder on the wings and
tail; cap red-brown 3 below, pale ashy, with a white central
streak.
Bill dusky above, pale fleshy bepeath ; legs light T;u-\\ T3, irides
5 extent 6%; t _111 ’/g bill at

bmwn Length 4% inches ; wing
fr nnt,{ tarsus -

Hodgson says these birds are only found, in Nepal, in the
Northern region, near the snows, living among brushwood, and
feeding on the ground. T observed it only on the top of Tonglo,

10,000 feet high, among brushwood.

528. Horeites pollicaris, Honcsox.
gR SRV, 886

TaE STRONG-CLAWED HILL-WARBLER.
3 1e v!‘ v e
Deser—Above dark olive, beneath and eye-brow yellowish
Jegs and bill fleshy grey. Length 3% inches; wing 1§; tail 13; bill

7+ tarens L3
"(;- , tarsus 1.

K Wi
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This species is said > hind claw, and a slender

that it may be the young of A,

Regulus-like bill. Blyth st
brunneifrons.
From the same locality as the last.

529. Horeites major, Hopcsox.
MoorE, P. Z. S., 1854.

Toe Laree Hirn-WARBLER.

Descr.— Above olive-brown reddish, on the wings ; tail rounded,
and of a dusky brown, the outer webs fringed with olive-brown;
cap red-brown ; a yellowish ferruginous superciliary streak extend-
ing over the ear-coverts, which are ruddy brown above, ashy
beneath ; throat, sides of neck, centre of breast, and abdomen, ashy
white ; sides of the breast and flanks olive-brown.

Bill dark horny, fleshy at the base beneath; feet yellowish.
Length 5 inches; wing 2%; tail 2.2 ; bill at front 3 ; tarsus 15

This species has a comparatively larger bill, and longer wing
than the others of the genus, and also stronger feet. From Nepal.

I obtained two species, apparently of this genus, on the Khasia
hills, from 5,000 to 6,000 feet of elevation. They frequent the
grassy hills, hiding themselves with celerity, and in their habits
closely resemble Locustella.

Sub-fam. DrymorciNa, Wren-Warblers.

Bill moderately long and compressed ; wings short, rounded;
tail long, more or less graduated ; legs and feet moderately strong.
This group comprises a considerable series of birds, highly char-
acteristic of the Indian region, but found throughout the warmer
portions of the old world, and very abundant in Africa, a few
species only extending to the South of Europe, and several to
Australia. They are mostly of diminutive size3 and, except in a
remarkable Australian group, of dull plumage. They chiefly
5 &§‘equent bushy ground, hedge-rows and the like, a few only being
found in tree jungle, and a few in long grass. ‘They are active
and sprightly in their habits, and are somewhat garrulous, but few

of them capable of what could be called a song. They feed
J ! exclusively on insects, which they pick off leaves or branches
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occasionally from the ground. The nests of some are remarkable

28 are

{
o

for the ingenuity with which they are made; and the eg

red in some, white with red gpots in others, and in many blue,
pure, or with blotches.

The Drymoicine form part of the Malurine of Gray, and the
section Drymoicine of Bonaparte’s Calamoherpine. Blyth, at one
time, classed them as portion of the great Timaline series ; but
their less social habits, and other points, tend, in our opinion, to
keep them distinet, but with strong analogies for that group.
They appear to grade into the Grass-warblers by Horeites, and
into the Tree-warblers by Neornis.

Gen. OrrHOTOMUS, Horsfield.
Char.—Bill long, slender, rather wide at the base, nearly entire,
straight, very slightly deflexed at the tip; a few weak rictal
bristles ; wing short, feeble, much rounded, 5th and 6th quills equal
and longest ; tail narrow, feeble, typically short and rounded, or
graduated, the two centre feathers elongated in some; tarsus
moderately long, stout; feet short ; hind toe short; claws moder-
ately curved, compressed.
This genus comprises the Tailor-birds, which sew leaves together
to form their nest. They are natives of India, and the Malayan
peninsula i3 especially rich in species. They form a group of
small species, generally green above, with more or less ferruginous
on the head, and with somewhat the manners of the Wrens. They ( f/'}ﬂ&}/)
h y a re arks r 10 '.'_ - L .
ave a remarkably loud t{;lp.j"@?‘&}:‘; 2 ¢' E,?dxfgﬁ:tﬂﬂléfz 'ﬁ/
cAiesszn23)-  Orthotomus longicauda, Garrrw.
— Motacilla, apud GMELIN—BLYTH, Cat. 815—Hogrsr., Cat. 492
—Orth. Bennettii, SYKES, Cat. 80—and Jerpox, Cat. 114—O. "’4_4 «
lingoo, SYxEs, (the young)—O. sphenurus, SWAINSON—Sylvia 2 '}5“ T
ruficapilla, HuTron—S§. guzurata, LATEAM—O. sutoria and “* 2244 ;M
O. patia, Honr:sox-ul’/auif:i, H.— Tuntunt, Beng.— Patia, Nepal. ’{ ﬁ;ﬁ,“ﬂg{/
—Likku-jitta, Tel. ‘;‘;4_ b, e A5
Tae Inpiay Tatror:-Birp. i 5 >
< H5P-fly
/7 4

Deser.—Crown rafous : nape somewhat cinereous, with a tinge

s a
Al

of rufous ; back, scapulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts, yellowish , 2O

{
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olive-green ; wings brown, edged with green; tail narrow, light
brown with a oreen tinge, and the outer feathers on each side with

a narrow white tip ; beneath white, w ith a concealed black spot on
1

\Atdgrseach side of the throat, formed by the bases of some of the

feathers, and only seen at times.
3ill dark horny above, pale fleshy beneath; legs fleshy ; irides
i'Cf]l.HH‘.jl--__\_'(.‘H(J‘.",‘. Length, male 6% inches; wing nearly 2; tail

3% ; hll at front % ;

tarsus nearly +%.

'Hmn: are four dark brown hairs arising from the nape, two on
each side. In the male the two centre tail feathers are much
elongated, 1% inches or so longer than the next pair, and the rest
are rounded and slightly eraduated. The female is barely & inches
long; tail 2. In some specimens (especially in those from Ceylon)
the ashy nape is inconspicuous, being mnearly overlaid with rufous,

and passing into the green of the back ; and Ceylon birds appear to

have the bill also somewhat longer than those of continental India.

known Tailor-bird is found throuchout all India,

layas to Cape Comorin and Cevylon, and cxi_cnding
into the l‘am‘m:f.«‘w countries. Itis most common in well-wooded dis-
tricts, frequenting gardens, hedge-rows, orchards, low jungle, and

q

even now and thc“ the more open tree juncles. Tt

usually in pairs, at times in r';‘.l:!” flocl ntly hopping about

the branches of trees, shrubs, pea-rows and the like, with a loud

reiterated call; and picking various ins chiefly ants, cicadell®
and various small larvee, off the bark and leaves, and not unfrequent-
1y secking them on the ground. It has the habit of raising its tail
whilst feeding and hopping about, and' at times, especially when

calling, it raises the feathess anddisplays the concealed black stripe

on its neck. The ordinary note of the Tailor is to-wee-to-wee-to
wee ; or as syllabized by Layard pretty-pretty-preity ; when alarmed
or angry, it has a different call. Itisa familiar bird, venturing
close to houses, but when aware that it is being watched,
wbecomes wary and shy.

The Tailor-bird makes its nest with cotton, w ool, and various
other soft materials, sometimes also lined with hair, and draws to=
gether one leaf or more, generally two 1c=:1\'u~:. on each side of the

s
nest, and stitches them together with cotton, eit ther woven by itselh
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or cotton thread picked up; and after passing the thread through :
the 1oalf, it makes a knot at the end to fix it. I have seen a Tailor- i
bird at Saugor watch till the Dirzee (native tailor) had left the
verandah where he had been working, fly in, seize some pieces of
thread that were laying about, and go off in triumph with them;
this was repeated in my presence several days running. I have
known many different trees selected to build in ; in o gardens very
often a Guava tree. The nest is generally built at from two to

;

four feet above the ground. The eges are two, three, or four in
number, and in every case which I have scen, were white, spotted

with reddish brown, and ('?111-1‘[‘}' at the large end. Col. Sykes savs

that the egos are crimson, but he has probably mistaken the nest
te8. I %

and eggs of Prinia socialis, which last are sometimes brick-red

spects that there are two species confounded under
1

one name, as he has on seve occasions got unspotted blue egos
4 = i o

from a Tailor-bird’s nest. These were probably those of Prinia

gracilis, the eggs of which are blue. Layard deseribes one nest

made of cocoanut fibre entirely, with a dozen leaves of Oleander

drawn and stretched together. I cannot eall to recollection ever

h;t\iil“_f seen a nest made with more than two leaves. The bird

and its nest are very well
for 1839.
Pennant, in his Indian Zoology, gives the earliest, thouch some-

:d 1n Guerin, Macasin de Zoologie,

what erroneous, account of the nest of the Tailor-bird. He Says.

“ The bird 1_li(-§\.< up a dead leaf, and, surprising to relate, sews it to

the side of a living one.” Hutton cave the first authentic account

of the bird and nest in the J. A. S., I, 504. The Tailor-bird

described and figured by Forbes, in his Oriental Memoirs, appears

to be a species of Nectarinia. Nicholson’s supposed new species

(P. Z. 8., 1851), O. agilis, which, he says, often selects the

i Brinjal (Solanum esculeutum) to build in, is of course the same
as our bird.

A very closely allied species exists in the O. phyllorapheus of

Swinhoe from China. This species is said to drop its lengthened

cenfral tail feathers at the antumnal moult, when they are suc-

ceeded by others of the usual leneth.
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531. Orthotomus coronatus, Jerpon and Bryra,
P. Z. 5., 1861, p. 200—Sing-kaneel, Lepch,

TaE GOLD-HEADED TAILOR-BIRD.

Deser.—Forehead and top of head golden fulvous; lores, ear-
coverts, occiput and nape ashy ; a narrow pale yellow stripe over
the eye ; back and wings pale olive-green ; chin, throat, breast, and
narrow stripe down the middle of the abdomen, milky white;
flanks, lower part of apdomen, under tail-coverts, and lining of
the wings, pale canary yellow; quills internally, and tail dusky,
edged with greenish ; the two outer tail-feathers with the inner
web white.

Bill horny brown, darker above; legs pale fleshy yellow; irides

light yellow brown. Length 41 inches; extent 5% ; wing 1§ ; tail
14 ; bill at front 4 ; tarsus

; 3 2.
The bill in this species is somewhat*depressed throughout, and
flat on the culmen.

I procured specimens of this new species of Tailor-bird from the
vicinity of Darjeeling, where it occurs in the warmer valleys. A
nest and eggs were brought to me, said to be those of this bird,
similar to that of the last, but not so carefully made; the leaves
were loosely attached and with fewer stitches. The eggs were
two in number, white with rusty spots. It exceedingly resembles
the description of 0. cucullatus, Temminck, from Sumatia,
but there are points of difference, viz. the presence of 8
yellowish superciliary streak, and the white on the tail, in our
bird; and the locality alone would warrant the probability of the
two being distinet.

Moore has published a monograph of this genus in the Proceed-
ings Zoological Society for 1854. Other species on record are
follows: 0. edela, Temm,, P. C. 599, 2, (sepium, Rafiles) from

Malacca and Sumatra; O. ruficeps Lesson, and 0. atrogularis

P w - S
I'emm., from Malacca and Borneo ;0. flavo-viridis, Moore
apud Blyth), very common at Malacca; O. cineraceus, Blyth,
(sepium, Lafresnaye), also from Malacca; O. longirostris, Swainson ;

O. Derbianus, Moore, the giant of the group; and others.
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Gen. Printa, Horsfield.

Char,—Bill moderately long, very slender, straight, entire; rictal
bristles distinet ; tail much graduated, rather long, of ten or twelve
feathers ; feet much as in Orthotomus. .

This genus differs from Orthotomus by its shorter and more
slender bill, more lengthened and graduated tail, and coloration.
In habits it differs but little, and some of them are quite Tailor-
birds as regards the nest.

With ten tail-feathers. %

The first species differs from the others in its longer toes and
claws, especially the posterior one ; also in its mode of coloration.

532. Prinia flaviventris, DELESSERT,
Orthotomus, apud DELEsSERT—BLyYTH, Cat. 813—HorsrF,
Cat. 494,
Tare YELLOW-BELLIED WREN-WARBLER.
Descr.—Head, with lores and ear-coverts, dark ashy; back,
wings, and tail, dull olive-green; the quills dusky brown ; chin,
throﬁt, and breast, white: the abdomen, vent, and under tail-
coverts, bright canary yellow.
Bill black, fleshy at the base beneath ; legs deep yellow; irides
reddish yellow. Length 5} inches; wing 1% ; tail nearly 3; tarsus
bill at front 4.«

3.
G ?
This pretty little bird is found, within our province, in the Nepal

1
§
Terai, and thence through Bengal to the Sunderbuns, extending

into Assam,
Peninsula. It is abundant in the high grass jungles throughout

Lower Bengal, especially near the Ganges, where 1 have frequently

Sylhet, all the Burmese countries, and the Malayan

seen it, when beating for game. It is not found, that 1 am aware
of, in forest or tree jungle. It makes its way through the thick
grass and recds, with great facility, and is generally seen in small
parties. It1is certainly not found in the Neilgherries, as stated by
Delessert, nor, I believe, in Southern India; but an allied species
has been lately noticed in Western India. Tiekell describes the
nest to be “ pensile,” but quite open, being a hemisphere with one
side prolonged, by which it is suspended from a twig. The eggs
are bright brick-red, without spot.
X

R I e et
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and I have not seen it to the nort]
long grass and reeds,
jungle mixed with grass.

6,000 feet or so, very abundant in bushy oy
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533. Prinia Adamsi, Jerpox.

Prinia, No, 127 —Apawms, List of Birds, P, 7. S., 1858,

LLIED WREN-WARBLER,

Descr.— Above “sreenish, the tail tipped with white; cheeks,
throat and breast, whitish vellow ; belly and vent white, tinged with
yellow ; tail lon

o, graduated.

““ Bill black ; legs long, yellow.

* Found at Poonah in cornfield
allied species to the last, but \ppare
head and the pure white breast of
appear to be similar., As Dr. Ad 1IN S
server, I have ventured to include t] 13

A nearly allied species to the two

Qvma (Nai P
OYKES, Uat. T8—JrI

Cat. 811—

"."(Jiu"lfiz'_. I‘!l-- m

4,_‘..

Howrsr., Cat. 493— Phutle;
the South.
THE DARK-ASHY WREN-WARBLER
Deser—Head and back dark-ashy ; quills and tail reddish
brown, the latter with a dusky band near the tip, and the outer
feathers with a small white tip ; beneath, rufescent whitish, the
flanks ‘rufous.
Bill black ; legs deep yellow ; irides orange buff. Length 5}
inches ; wing 2.0 tail 2.3 ; bill at front not quite 1; tarsus

10

nearly 2

s B
This bird is found throughout Southern India only, and Ceylon,
1 of the Godavery. It frequents
sugar-cane fields, and occasionally low
It is found on the Neilgherries, to about

ound mixed with grass.

It is active and restless, making its way adroitly through the reeds
or bushes, with a loud reiterated note, something like that of the
Tailor-bird, but louder.,

Col. Sykes remarks has the same in-

genious nest, the same habits and note, and feeds in the same
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manner as Orthotomus longicauda.” 1 have found the nest on
several occasions, and verified Col. Sykes’ observations, but it isnot
so neatly sewn together as the nest of the true Tailor-bird, and
there is generally more grass and other vegetable fibres used in
the construction. The eggs are usually reddish white, with nu-
merous darker red dots at the large end, often coalescing, and

sometimes the eggs are uniform brick-red throughout.

535. Prinia Stewarti, Dryrm.
J. A. 8., XIV., 455—BryTH, Cat. 812— Kala-phutki, H.

STEwaRT'S WREN-WARBLER.

Deser.—Above dark ashy, brown on the wings, and rufescent on
the tail, with a faint subterminal dark band (as seen from above);
throat white; the rest of the body beneath pale rufescent, darker
on the flanks, and rusty on the vent and under tail-coverts.

8 Bill black ; 1
wing 1-8; ; tail 2§ ; bill at front not 17 ; tarsus

3.
Mr. Blyth got some specimens of this bird from Agra, and

yellow ; irides buff. Length 5:% inches ;

3 aeep
I

at first considered them distinct from P. socialis, to which
it is certainly very closely allied. He has since been inclined
- to consider them the same, but having observed this bird, and
obtained specimens at Mhow, m | entral India, I am {fully
i convinced of its specific difference. It has a considerably smaller
and lichter body, when seen fresh, than socialis, and probably
would not weigch much mor than half of the latter bird ; the tail
i 18 p“.‘n‘t‘-u‘;;lmml].g longer, the d tk tip more diffused and less de-

1d 1 _.'.;i‘i‘ ;:l.. coverts are (!(JC:ii‘lt_'(i]\' (I‘LLF‘I((,‘Y

prb: und the . vent
A0 UL, e B ERN § |13 8 L v il il

ole colors of the bird; the

. 1 1 : | RAREEN
than in the other, as indeed are the Wi

<f 1 R 1.1 L1 r o YLiiak " WLy 55

lml 18 SIMallcl ;uitl feebler, and the iIeet are smaller. Il:v .’__‘_\-n‘_[i:li\xll-

It cal distribution too 1s against the identity.
cles ranges irom

This sp
Central India to Agra and the N. W. Provinces; but does not

the Nerbudda norinwardas lhl‘uug‘h

extend far eastwards, I think, as I did not see it at Saugor. At
Mhow I found it frequenting cardens and hedges, hunting

among peas and other vecetables ; and, like the rest of the tribe,

occasionally descending to the ground for its food, which consisted

of ants and other small insects.
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Prinia  familiaris, Horsfield, the type of the genus, belongs to

this section.
With twelve tail-feathers.
936. Prinia gracilis, Fravgr.

P. Z. S., 1831—BryrH, Cat. 809—Orthot. lingoo, Sykss,
according to BLyTH,

FRANKLIN'S WREN-W ARBLER.

Deser.—Slightly rufescent olive above, tinged greyer on the
head and neek; the wing feathers dusky, edged externally with
rufous brown ; under parts silky white, tinged with yellowish
fulvous on the flanks, and faintly on the sides of the neck ; tail
brown, albescent greyish beneath, with a subterminal dark band,
and whitish tips, most conspicuous on the under surface.

Bill black; legs fleshy yellow ; irides deep amber; orbits fleshy
red. Length 41 inches; extent 9%; wing 1%; tail 2; bill at
front -

This little Warbler is found in Central and Northern India. It

fh s tarsus 12.

was first procured and described by Franklin; and I found it
abundant on the Vindhian Mountains near Mhow, and in jungles
close to Saugor. It frequents tree forest, and has the usual habits of
the genus. It often has its forehead colored yellow by the pollen of
flowers which it has been searching for minute insects. I found
its nest, at Saugor, very like that of the Tailor-bird, but smaller,
made of cotton, wool, and various soft vegetable fibres, and occa
sionally bits of cloth, and I invariably found it sewn to one leaf
of the Kydia, so common in the jungles there. The eggs were
pale blue with some brown or reddish spots, often barely visible.
This is perhaps the Tailor-bird described by Lieut. Gifford, J. A. S,
IL, 648 “*light brown above, dirty white below, 4 inches long,
called Phutki.” Hodgson’s blue Tailor-bird’s eggs may have been
of this species, or the next one,

537. Prinia cinereo-capilla, Hobasox.
Moore, P. Z. S., 1854.

HopesoN's WREN-WARBLER.
Deser. —Crown of head grey, the shaft and margins of 'the
feathers being darker, nareal and frontal plumes, a streak over and
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beyond the eyc)? and the whole under parts rufescent, brightest on
the flanks and thighs; lores and upper part of the ears, greyish ;
nape, back, rump and wings bright rufous brown, the tips of the
latter dusky ; tail the same as the back, paler beneath, with a ter- ; vy
minal dusky band, and rufescent-white tips. 5 ’7
Bill black; legs pale horny; irides buff. Length 4} inches; /
wing 1.8 ; tail 2; bill at front §; tarsus §.
This species is closely related to P gracilis, but appears to differ
by the deeper rufous brown of the upper plumage, by the more
rufescent lower plumage, and by the presence of a superciliary
stripe. It is an inhabitant of the Nepal Terai and lower hills, and
is probably Hodgson’s Tailor-bird, with blue eggs; it may be also

Lieut. Gifford's, alluded to under the last species.

538. Prinia Hodgsoni, Bryrs. /’{ FTLL: /

J. A 8., XIIIL, 376—BryTH, Cat .808—HoxsF., Cat. 496— # B
P. gracilis, apud JERDON, Cat. 117. &

Tag MaLaBAR WREN-WARBLER.

Descr.—Above dark ashy grey, brownish on the wings and tail,
the latter with a subterminal dark band, tipped white on the outer
feathers; beneath white, slightly tinged with fulvescent, greyish
on the edge of the neck and breast.

Bill black; legs yellow; irides buff. Length 4 inches; wing
1.8 tail 1% ; bill at front §; tarsus 13

This is the smallest species of the group. It is found in
Southern India, and also, it is said, in Nepal and Bootan, but
perhaps, at that time, not discriminated from the last species. It
frequents tree jungle. I have seen it all through the Malabar Coast,
the Wynaad, the slopes of the Neilgherries, and more rare on the
Eastern Ghats, and in wooded valleys at the Northern termination
‘s)f the Table "Land.

= : {157
1§3 b Pr. wjeacens, blyth, hom Lurmah, is a nearly allied species. figacys o

e ARy,

“Several other Prini arc recorded from Malayana, but whether # 4y
belonging to this genus as now restricted, I know not. Among
these are P. olivacea, Raflles, P. icteria, Strickland, and 2. Strick-
landi, Bonap., from Java and Sumatra.

-

o bt W L ¥ - Lt ~ ¥ A Vs o L .

Eid for ' » : ¥ e . e




entire at tip ; wings

‘;lili:!i anda lw‘u:‘j:

f\‘»i‘[\i; ll'-l.“il‘\,":*, somew!

laroce with the

the cl:

curved.

tail, and less e

allied species, fi

ing to Aust

and frequent chiefly

iu )
|
(6] 111 ¢
il 1 I
brown; le

2; bill at fronf

short, slender, gently curving from the middle,

short, ample ; 1st quill small, 3rd, 4th, and 5th
2nd equal to Tth, shorter than the 6th ; tail of
ewhat rounded, sh 51 feet rather

the hind toe long,

one, only slightly

o

Prinia by its shorter, deeper bill, shorter

group, of very nearly

and Africa, extend-

with a blii,‘ii-l(i,’(_‘l l)lllmu'_jﬂ.

ZWAPA
d
o
Y e
s \ITA8S
rld JOIe— L Wil=
B

=

; tarsus £.




L TSTeI R RET E W A i & oSO PN ; Ok T L S WRIE ot e el

S Inilomnne o foFinilo . B ?

7 . /2; 7 . /A

This bird is now considere

and is also spread over th er part of Africa. It is found

in every part of India, freq: ino long ora
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m 1 X r L E
' RED-HEADED GRASS-WARBLER.

Deser.—General hue rufous or ferruginous, deepest on

crown, darker on the rump, and brightest on all the lower parts;

1

k medial streaks to the feathers and

back olive-brown with bla

wings and tail dusky brown, the former

and the latter very slightly tipped or
mity of the feathers with pale brown.

; irides pale brown.

Bill dusky, fleshy beneath; legs

Lencth 4 inches; wine 2; tail 13 ; tarsus ;3 bill at front 9 mill.

This species differs from the last in its shorter and less graduat

tail.

I have only procured this interesting s weies of Cisticola in one

locality, wiz., in some open grassy ground, interspersed with
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bushes, close ;to the head of the Carcoor Pass, leading from
Wynaad into lower Malabar ; but I have no doubt that it will be
found in suitable localities all through the Wynaad, Coorg, and the
Western Ghats. It has a most peculiar loud chuckling, ventrilo-
quising note, sometimes uttered on the wing, or from a bush, and
it frequently completely deceives you as to its whereabouts, Itis
so loud as to draw your attention at once.
The next species appears to have somewhat similar habits.

541. Cisticola Tytleri, Bryrn.

J. A. S,

Tae CrREAM-COLORED Grass-WARBLER.

Deser.—The whole head, face and lower parts fulvous white;
superciliary line, nape, and back, rusty; wings earthy brown, the
feathers edged pale; rump uniform pale brown ; tail dark brown,
both above and below, very narrowly tipped with white.

Such is the coloration of specimens presented to the Asiatic
Saciety by Colonel Tytler. One I procured at Daceca, differs a
good deal ; it has the head and upper parts pale rufous thronghout,
but not nearly so pale as the specimen described; the face and
lower parts whitish, tinged with brown yellow.

Bill fleshy brown ; legs fleshy yellow; irides buff. Length 4}
inches; extent 5}; wing 1§; tail 1§; bill at front 3, ; tarsus .

Tytler first obtained this species at Dacca, and noticed its dis-
tinctness from the common one. He states that he found it in
long grass jungle, excessively wild in its habits, and difficult to
approach. I observed it in the same locality, but in bushy ground,
and I did not hear its note. 1 think that Blyth is right in con-
sidering Tytler’s specimens as young; but from the observations
I made, and the only good specimen I secured, I am inclined with
Tytler to consider it distinet from C. erythrocephala of the Wynaad,
though allied, both in coloration and habats.

A nearly allied species appears to exist in China, Cist, tinnin-
abulans, Swinhoe, which is described as ¢jerking about high in
the air, whilst uttering its strange tinkling notes.’

The next bird is one whose generic location is somewhat doubt-
ful. It exactly resembles Cisticola in its coloration and habits,

but 1s a much larger bird, and I propose to give it distinct
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generic rank. Many of the so-called African Drymoice, figured by
Riippell, appear to approximate it very closely, and are probably
co-generic with it. Such are D. robusta, D. lugubris, and D. ery-
throgenys, Riippell; also A. Smith's D, nataleénsis, and perhaps

others from the same country, and also from Australia.

Gen. GRaAMINICOLA, Jerdon.
Char.—Bill moderate, rather stout, compressed ; culmen curved ;
some rather stout rictal bristles curving outwards; wings very
short and much rounded ; tail of twelve feathers, much gtaduated
and broad ; tarsi stout, of moderate length ; hind toe not length-
ened; claws long, slender, very slightly curved.
This form differs from Cisticola in the less eloncated hind toe, and

the more strongly curved beak, with prominent rictal bristles.

€ 77 LA
R4¢ amMmIinie y 100 5 - (4
542. Graminicola Bengalensis, Jurpox.
// - d
THE LARGE GRASS-WARBLER.
Descr.—Above, the head and back deep brown, the feathers
ed;_;‘ul .\'ith hLWl'L“_,f. fulvous ;' rump dark t'ui\'m!s; wings with B SRR
bright fulvous edgings to the feathers of the wino-coverts: the N,
i [ : Fibay

quills edged with yellowish brown ; tail deep brown, with indis-

o
g?'wv‘-/tn--'(.f
- o

. 3

I

o~

tinet brown edging, obsoletely barred and broadly white-tipped,
this being continued a short distance along the outer edge of the
outermost feathers:; beneath white, tinged with fulvous on- the
neck, breast, and flanks; under-tail-coverts slightly olivaceous.
Bill reddish horny; irides vyellow brown; legs fleshy
yellow. Length 6} inches; wing 2}; tail 3; bill at front 1;

tarsus 1.

Some specimens have the upper ] mixed with

white over the eye and on the nape, seasonal,

or the effects of ace, I am not aware. [ first observed this bird
in high grass on the banks of the Ganges, but did not procure
specimens. [ shot several, however, in Cachar, where it appeared
to be tolerably abundant. It frequents high grass, in pairs, occa-

Sionnﬂ_y three or four tt';}_ict'ucl': now and then taking a short flicht,

and rapidly concealing itself when it alichts
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Gen. DrYMoI1PUS, Bonap

Char.—Bill short or of moderate length, nearly entire, rather

]

deep at the base; culmen moderate

curving ; rictus bristled;

wings very short and rounded, the first three quills nearly equally

graduated, 4th and th longest; ta

the feathers obtuse ; tarsus long ; feet moderate ; claws moderately

curved.

duated, long, of fen feathers,

The genus Drymotpus was instituted by DBonaparte for the

Asiatic Drymoiee. It differs from Prinia in its shorter, deeper,

less slender bill, more developed rictal brist

es; and they usually

frequent low bush cover rather than tree jungle. The species have
usually been classed under Drymoica, but Bonaparte has separated

the Indian species from the African ones, and though unaware

RSy |

n

what points they differ, T shall follow Mr. Blyth’s (‘.\ilmlllc' and

kCcp them distinct.

543. Drymoipus inornatus, Sykes.

StkEs, Cat. 79—JERDON, Cat. 118 —BryTH, Cat. 804-—HORSF.,

Cat. 510—P. macroura, FRANKLIN—P. Franklinii, BuyrH, Cat.

805 (in part)—Prinia fusca, HovesoN—Lota-lkun-jitta, Tel.—

Niong-pho. Lepch.

Tae CommoN WREN-WARBLER.

Deser.—Head and back grevish brown, with an olivaceous tinge

on the head and hind neck; wings hirown, edeed pale rufous; tail

rufous or brownish

feathers obsoletely banded: a whi

lores and chin; beneath whitish

thivhs pale ferrnginous brown.

and the centre tail
ercilium, and whitish

a faint fulvesceut tinge;

Bill 1111*1{_\' brown above, vellowish or fleshy at the base beneath;

legs fleshy yellow; irides brownish vellow. Length 5 to 5% inches;

wing 12 to 18, ; tail 22 bill at front 2, tar

Horstield, in his Catalocue, has joined Sykes and Franklin's

species, which last Mr. Blyth had already united to ”Udg.‘é('ﬂ]!:"

fusca. Under his number 510 he has placed specimens from Col.
o L i

Sykes, from Mr. Hodgson and from Bengal; and I have no doubf,

has carefully compared them together. On examining my notes,

4
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I find specimens described [rom Southern India, from the Hima-

layas, and Ghazeepore, which, on the whole, agree very well with

differences apparent may depend on

each other; and the few sli
age, or on the more or less abrasion the feathers have under-
gone. Blyth, who at one time considered them distinet, in the J.
A. S, XVIII, 12, note, declared his belief that the two were
identical, and that énornata was the worn and abnaded plumage of
macronra.  On a previous occasion, when contrasting the supposed
two species, (J. A.S. XVIL) I imagine that he had the next spe-

cies in view; and Hodgson, in his original description of fusca,

had at that time probably not distinguished the next species.

When freshly moulted, the sub-terminal dark band of the tail has

more the character of a large spot, and the whitish tips are then

more conspicuous, but, by abrasion, become lost and the spot ap-
pears as.a band. In no case does the wine ever come up to 2 inches,
more generally 13. The tail of course accidentally varies much
length.

The common Wren-Warbler is found throughout India in low

jungles, bushy ground, hedgerows, in cultivated ground, and even

in gardens. It is eenerally in pairs, occasionally in small
L “ ’ o

flocks, flying incessantly from bush to bush, hunting for insects,
and every now and then descending to the ground. It has a

rather loud monotonous note, fwee-twee-twee; and {)(f('{i"\ionﬂny
one perches himself on the top of a bush, and gives a sort of feeble,
but sprightly, twittering song. Its flight is feeble, struggling as
it were, by jerks, and. when pursued, they conceal themselves

in the thick bushes. I have found the nest and ecos repeatedly
g I ¥
1

usually in a thorny shrub, at about three or four feet from the

ground. The nest is very neatly woven with grass, nearly
globular, with a hole at the side, and lined with some soft down,
generally that of the Calotropis gigantea, and sometimes with
feathers. It is firmly fixed to some of the thorny twigs of the
bush, and it is impossible to remove it without cutting the sup-

porting branches. The eggs are from two to four, bright pale

blue, with large blotches of purplish brown, one of the most

beautiful eges I know. I imagine that the nest described by me,
under 118 of my Cat., probably refers to the next species

- v £ d / 3 e
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This species j

scribes the nest as built among reeds, the tops of which it draws

tooether into a dome over the nest. A ted above, [ have always
'y 1 41 Eoee 1 1 1
round the nest 1n a thorny shrub.

Mr. Blyth, J. A. S., XI., 883 and XVI., 459, described a Dry-

moica as D, Jerdoni, Cat. 803, from specimens sent by myself
from | 1 India, which he has since absorbed into D. longi-
caudatus, stating that this supposed specie 1s founded on a rather
laroe specn wded plugmace. This specimen is still in
existence, thou n a wpidated state; and on examina-
tion of it, I am by no means certain of its identity, but shall not

separate 1t till other specimens are obtained. It appears to me
very similar to some Ceylon birds, which Mr. Blyth doubtfully
considered identical with D. inornatus. It appears intermediate

i form be

n that species and D).

T

gicaudatus, TickeLL.

lensis, Hobason, apud Moorg, P. Z. S., 1854, p.—D. fusca,

Cranklinii, apud BryTh, J. A. Si

Hop@soN (in part), and D. 1] e

XVI,—and Cat. 805 (in part)—D. Jerdoni, BLyrH ?

THE LONG-TAILED WREN-W ARBLER.

Descr.—Above pale rufous brown ; wings dusky, margined with
bright rufous brown ; tail rufous brown, paler beneath and dis-
tinctly rayed, with a terminal dusky band, seen most conspicu-
ously above ; the tips pale, not white ; the whole under parts pale
rufescent or lutescent, deeper on the flanks, and inclining to
olivaceous.

Bill brown, pale fleshy at base of the lower mandible; legs
fleshy brown; irides brownish orange. Length 5 to 6 inches

1e

according to length of tail; wing 112; tail 2L to 3 and more;

tarsus -8-; bill at front 11 mill.
A specimen from Cashmere, in the Museum, As. Soc., is very
pale throughout, the chin and throat more conspicuously white,

and the bill darker and slightly shorter. Moore's description and

measurements accord pretty exactly with those of mine; and I
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have little doubt that Blyth’s bird is the same. Compared with

D. inornata, it has always a more rufous tint above, more fulves-
cent tint beneath, the tail feathers are browner, the wings and tail
are more distinetly marked with rufous, and the tail is considerably
longer.

The long-tailed Wren-Warbler, like the last, is spread through
India, but is only found in the more wooded and jungly districts.
I have killed it on the Malabar Coast, on the Vindhian Mountains,
and in Lower Bengal; and it has been procured in Central India,

1
|

and Nepal. I have very little doubt that the nest and egos deserib-

ed in my Catalogue under P. inornata, belonged to this species. I

found itin alow bush on the edee of a water-course amono some

1
11

S s o
lalabar, near Trichoor. The nest was deep, cup-

paddy fields in M
shaped, one side slightly raised where it was fixed to the bush,
made of grass, well woven without any lining, and contained four
pale blue eggs without any marks. Some nests, however, in_the
Museum, Asiatic Society, marked as of this species, correspond

well with the nest and eggs of D. inornatus, as deseribed above.

Prinia, apud JErDON, Cat. 120—BryTH, Cat. 799—HorsF., Cat.
508— Konda lotakun ntta, ].l

Toe JuneLE WREN-WARBLER.

Deser.— Above olive-brown ; superciliary streak and beneath
white, tinged throughout with yellowish; tail obsoletely barred,
with a narrow subterminal dark band, tipped with white, except
on the central tail-feathers.

3ill black ; legs dark fleshy yellow ; irides orange buff, Length
6 inches; wing 2 55 tail 2.2 to 3 5 bill at front 12 mill. ; tarsus 1.
The bill is strong, as are the feet and legs,

This species is only found in Southern India, in low jungle in
the Carnatic, in thin tree jungle on the Eastern Ghauts, and in
the more open parts of the forest on the Malabar Coast, ranging
up the slopes of the Neilgherries to 4,000 feet. It is generally in
small flocks, has a loud reiterated note, and one is usually perched
on the very top of a bush or low tree, apparently as a sentinel.

545. Drymoipus sylvaticus, Jerpox. m%,@m IR
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I found the nest in low jungle near Nellore, made chiefly of grass,
with a few roots and fibres, globular, larce, with a hole at one side
near the top, and the egas white, spotted very thickly with rusty
red, especially at the thick end. Nearly allied species are D
validus, Blyth, from Ceylon, and D. polychrous, Temm., from Java

(Suyt Blythii, Bonap.)

546. Drymoipus neglectus, Jernow.
Prinia, apud JErpox, 2nd Suppl. Cat., 121 bis—Bryrs, Cat.
801—Housr., Cat. 509—D. sylvatica, :unul BryTH, J. AT
XVI, —1.3377-}'\m‘—rma‘(’:i, H. in Central India.

T'ae ALLiEp WrEN-W ARBLER.
Descr.—Plumage greenish ashy brown, but with a decided tinge
of rufous thronghout; beneath whitish, strongly tinged with olive
fulvous; tail very faintly barred.
Bill dusky above, fleshy beneath; legs dingy fleshy; irides
amber colour. Length nearly 6 inches; wing 23 ; tail 24 to 3;

bill at front

11 s 5 tarsus .

1{*’1‘4‘}_}@ species chiefly differs from D. sylvaticus in its more rufes-
(ent mwe throughout. I obtained my specimens from the jungles
skirting the base of the Eastern Ghauts and from the Vindhian
range near Mhow; and Mr. Blyth observed it in open bushy
ground near tree jungle, N. W. of Midnapore, in straggling
flocks of a dozen or more. It has also been procured in the
N. W. Provinces, and it is Tickell's species, from Central
India, J. A. S., 1848, p. 301, where he describes the nest and
eggs, which are very similar to that of sylvatica, the eggs being
described as fleshy white, with patches and scratches as of dried
blood, darker spots showing through the shell. ¢ Its note,” says
Mr. 1>]_\'1]\., “was a long continued and mpid 1'ept'titiml of the

sound fwit, twit.”
Gen. Suyva, Hodgs.
Syn. Decurus, Hodgs — Drymaica, pars. Auct.
Char.—Bill stout and compressed; gape with strong rictal

bristles ; tail of ten feathers, very long and much graduated; other-

wise as in Drymoipus.
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This is a mountain group of birds of rather larger size, and
stouter form than the D»r ymotpi of the plains, with the tail very
much lengthened. The plumage is obscurely striated, or rather
with lateral pale edges to the feathers more or less developed, and
the frontal feathers are inclined to be stiff.

547. Suya criniger, Hopasox.
As. Res. XIX., 183—BLyTn, Cat. 798—HorsF., Cat. 504—
Trochalopteron ? Apams, P. Z. S., 1858, p- 486, No. 125—Suya,
Lplllﬁ—[)mm prim-pho, Lepch.— Shik-shillik, Bhot.

Tee Brown MountaiN WREN-WARBLER.

Deser.— Above dusky olive-brown (with pale lateral margins to
the feathers, often, however, entirely abraded), somewhat darker on
the cap, paler on the tail, which is faintly banded throughout, and
with subterminal dusky spots and whitish tips; below rufescent
yellow, shaded on the breast and flanks with brownish ; lining of
the wings 1111{f'

Bill dusky black ; legs fleshy grey ; irides pale brown. Length

nearly 8 inches; extent 7 ; wing 2%; tail 41; bill at front 15 tarsus 42 -%
t#. The female is a little smalle —— -
e . i . . 3 > . ; X 3
This bird is entirely confined to the Himalayas, from Cashmere #47. ?'Z:}’
Vo e ) g b /
to Sikhim. It is found amono low bushes and brushwood, hleﬂ -y !
: / o

from a moderately low elevation up to 7,000 feet, and upwards, It
seeks its food on the ground, and lives on various small insects
and larvee. It makes a large, loosely constructed nest of fine oTass,
the opening near the top a little at one s:de, and lays three or four
egos of afleshy white, with numerous rusty red small spots, tending
to form a ring at the large end. Tt is not common about [)_‘}:jep“ng’
but appears more so in the N. W. Himalayas. ITutton says “It
delights to sit on the summit of tall grass, or even of an oak tree,
from whence it pours forth a loud and ](m:_{‘ continued gl'u[ing note,
like the filing of a saw:” T
548. Suya fuliginosa, Hopasox.® |
Decurus fuliginosus, Hopags., Gray, Zool. Misc., and Cat”of
Birds of Nepal—Horsr., Cat. 505. (

e

P, <
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Tare Dusky Hirr-WARBLER.
This species differs from 8. eriniger, in having a more robust

bill which is entirely black, the feathers of the breast being dusky
) : )

black, with rufescent-white shafts and tips. The legs are also
shorter.

This species has only been sent from Nepal ; it is intermediate
to the last and the following species: and, as the next species,
which i3 common about Darjeeling, is not included in Hodgson's
list of Nepal birds, it is possible that an imperfect specimen of

atrogqularis was so named by Hodgson.

B oy er s | " o \
549. Suya atrogularis, Moore.
P. Z. 8., 1854—Hogrsr., Cat. 506-— Prim-pho, Lepch.—Shik-
shillik, Bhot.
Deser.—Above dusky olive-brown, or dusky brown, distinetly

e of wing at the

l .], R e e 2 1 1 ] 1 )
darker ana cinereous on the head and neck ; ¢
Y

shoulder, - and under-wing coverts buff’; primaries maroined with

buffish, and secondaries with rufescent brown; a whitish streak

.extending from the base of the lower mandible to the end of,

and under, the ear-coverts ; chin, throat, es of neck and breast,

black; the feather of the latter centred

with white ; the flanks
and sides of abdomen mixed orey-brown and rufescent; vent
olivaceous buff; thighs buffy rufous; tail paler than the back,

without perceptible terminal band ; the feathers narrow.

Bill horny brown; legs pale fleshy brown; irides yellow
to 2; tail 4 ; bill at front

I mches; wing 1%

<]

brown. Lengt
%= 3 tarsus 1
This blac

Darjeeling

A7 AT 19
ywren-yyarbler 1S5 nof uncominon about

oenerally

frequenting brushwood, among which it

now and then coming out, and, seated on the top

conceals itse

of some shrub, uttering a harsh grating note. It makes its nest

o

of fine grass and withered stalks, large, very loosely put together

I SRISOE R e v ad Ttk O
globular, with a hole near the top, and lays three or four eggs

entifely dull Indian red color. It has been sent from Nepal a8
well as from Sikhim, and I lately procured on the Khasia hills.
The next bird has been separated by Mr. I

another senus.

Jlyth as the type ot
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Gen. Burnesia, Blyth.
Bill very “slender, rictal setz minute and fine : tail graduate ;
legs long ; plumage distine tly streaked; of small size and delicate
form ; otllcz'\\':sn as in Drymoipus.

One species is found in India, and others apparently in Africa.

550. Burnesia'lepida,” Bryrs.
Drymoica, apud BLyTs, J. A. 8., XIIIL., 876; and XVI., 460
—BLyTH, Cat. 807—Horsr., Cat. JU.—I&/EH)'{J/IUOUH H:
Monghyr—Door, Sindh. 7j » -.ﬂ—"'fet P w;"nf -

Tae STREAKED WREN-WARBLER.
D{?scr.ufieu'r'ul color light olive-grey above, each feather
having a medial « usky streak, broader on those of the crbwn
and back ; wings 11\:11[ dusky-lwrown ; the feathers margined with
olive-grey, and the tail throughout distinctly, but obsoletely,
banded above with narrow transverse duskyish lines, below pale,

with whitish tips and a sub-terminal dusky band, or rather spot, on

the inner web of each feather:; the under parts throughout are

greyish white’; the lores, and a slight supercilium, of the same hue.

Bill plumbeous above, carncous below; legs pale carneous-
yellow ; irides light yellowish brown. Length 5} inches; wing
13 extent 5%; tail 23; tarsus ; bill at front 3.

This streaked Warbler has hitherto been only found along the
banks of the Hooghly and the Indus. Mr. Blyth found it in the
former locality, where says he, * It inhabits low scrub intermixed
with tufts of coarse sedgy grass, growing in sandy places by the
river side, and it frequently flies out to feed among the thin
herbage growing along the margin of the sand-dunes.” 1 found
it not rare in T'amarisk serub, on some large churrs on the Ganges,
at Monghyr.

Dr. Gould, who observed it near Kurrachee, says, “ It frequents
marshy bushes at the sea-side, in Scinde; it is difficult to find and
shoot, for it runs among the roots, and now and then it perches on
a twig, and gives forth a \\'hccm' feeble song, and then drops
again into the thickets.” It is also fizured among the drawings of
Sir A. Burnes, who found it in iJle same locality as Dr. Gould.

2 a
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It appears very similar to Malurus gracilis, of Riippell; and
M. clamans, Riippell, may be another species of the same gl'oup.l
Mr. Blyth pointed out to me that it was very possibly this species
noticed on the Indus by Lieut. Wood* in the month of July,

‘nestling on the half-drowned islands, hanging

its neatly con-

structed little nest to the top of a flexile grass stalk, and

rearing its young in security, where all is flooded beneath and
around 1it.’
The next species belongs to a different type, and has been named

Frankknia by MeaBlyth.

i

Gen FraxNkLiNIA, Blyth.

Char.—DBill stout, compressed, deep ; culmen moderately curved

f(J\"‘JT'(]S 11]-’,‘ t1 'y ‘-":.l‘-‘f" short ; tail “‘:UI']. mao

lerately lengthened,

and ;1'::‘.551:15\' , of twelve feathers, white-tipped : tarsi and feet stout.
This small aroup, composed of cne Indian, and jerhaps one Afri-
can sveetes. has much, the habits and 1 1 a small Al-fu'!"JL':JL'M'L'((S,

or Clhatarrhiea.

551: - F BrLyTH.

N 12 oy 4 oo r
Prinia, apud Buytm, J. A. S, XIIL, 376—P. rufifrons,

JERLON, Cat. 121—Bryru, Cat. 806—DPr. brunnifrons, HoDGSON.

THE Rurous-FrRONTED W REN-WAKBLRER.

Deser.—Forehead : nd hea pale rufous >

plumage above green-
ish {lb]\‘\'; beneath white; tail brown, all the feathers xcept the

two central ones, terminated by white, more broaldy
so on the outermost feathers,

151“ bl'cn‘.‘. n LLEH:\V. ) l‘H\l'x. ::-5! l eneatn ; ]L"_“.* “(’r-i:y: i}‘lh!t‘s 1){1]6

orange buff. Length 5 inches: wing

e e 4

10 mill. ; tarsus

; bill at front

“T10

Thf% little \“'J'\':l']“‘v‘.it:': L. of E!i' group, Etjl" most ni‘ 1110
manners of the Malacocerci. 1t is alwavs in flocks of six, eight,
or more, 1s wary, and flies before you from bush to bush with a
low chirping whistle. I have found it in low thorny jungle in the

¥ Journey to the Source of the Oxus, p, 101
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Carnatic, and all through the Table-land of Southern India, It

TR R SR dia in tha b} -
also extends through Central India to the T pper Provinces, as far
il N e B T T ; 1
as Peshawur, and the N« pal lerai, but not eastwards apparently,

for it 1s unknown in Benoal.. A

~‘:<'..‘.inu=!1 I ool near Mll()\\‘,
in Central India, was so muc

nuch darker in color, that I at first con-

sidered it distinct, but Mr. Blyth, on comparison, pronounced it
identical with the bird of Southern India,

Africa possesses a laroe number of

Drymoice, and affined birds,
1 t5d Fenl

i ted, appear to belono to our new type
s P s Y : 4
'he Australian Muluri are conspicuous in  this

1, ‘as l»: i'l\" » Sta

some of whic
Graminicola.

fﬂml'_\' for the beautiful seasonal plumage of the mule, which is

richly adorned with shining blue or red. Thei ibits do not ap-
pear to differ much from those of our Indian birds, but the ecvs are
desciibed as being fl shy white, with red-brown spots. Amytis and
Stipiturus, the lutter with only six tail feathers,

o o

yeur to belong to
the same group.

Sub. fam. Pavrrnoscorinzm, Tree-Warblers,

small stze: !wil!!l]fl’__'"‘ more or less areen :lhm'e;

Mostly of very
bill in some slivhtly widened and depressed ; wings moderate, or

rather lon

¢; tail moderate or short; tarsus moderate; feet ar-
boreal.
This group comprises a geries of Dbirds tolerably abundant

thronchout India dur

r the cold season, only one, and that not a
typical member of the group having been recorded to breed in the
plains. Many of them do not appear to leave the Himalayas, where
they are probably permanent residents, though wandering to dif-
ferent levels according to the season. They are exclusively in-

ts, flies, cicadelle, &ec., &c.,

sectivorouns, feedinoe on minute
which they pick off the leaves, or occasionally capture on the wing,
They are mostly social in the cold season, going about in small,

somewhat scatte

d flocks, and they have a pleasant chirping note.
Compared with the other Warblers, they are more strictly arboreal,
most of them frequenting high trees; the bill is wider and more
flattened on the culmen, and the rictal bristles more (1(%'\'(‘10}!(3(1. A

considerable number of species are found as summer residents in

Europe ai-.rl Western Asia, migrati to the North of Africs

e s * tr ey - . 3
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in winter; others are found in South Africa. Gray, in his List of
Genera, places these birds, along with our Calamoherpine and Syl
vitne, in his sub-fam. Sylviine.

I shall commence the series with two birds, each leading to @
former group, and the first of which is, by some, classed aparl
from this sub-family ; but as it has, in my opinion, stronger affini:
ties for the birds of the present group, I have preferred keeping
it here.

Gen. Neornis, Hodgson.

Bill much “as in ]){rﬂ.r’;ciﬂ"('»'r":’!j‘lv‘r‘h‘, i. e. straight, moderately slender,
not compressed, with some long hair-like rictal sete ; wings short,
much rounded; tail rather short or moderate, rounded; tarsus
long ; feet moderate, arboreal.  Coloring as in Phylloscopus.

This name, at first applied by Hodgson to Blvth's Culicipeta, was
afterwards bestowed by him on the present genus as an aberrant
representative of the same form, which clearly showed that he
considered it to belong to the present sub-family ; and Blyth
also places it here, although he at one time eclassed it under
Drymoica.

552. Neornis flavolivacea, Hopasox.

Cat. Birds Nepal, App. p. 152—Bryrn, J. A. 8., XIV., 500=
N. cacharensis, Hobes. (the young)—Drymoica brevicaudata,;
Bryra—BryTH, Cat, §14—HorsF., Cat. 502.

Iy

a-d WAl
TaE ABERRANT TREE-WARBLER.

Descr.—Above olive-green ; beneath, and eyebrow, dull greenish
yellow ; quills and tail dusky internally. The young bird is duller
green above, beneath buffy yellow.

Bill dusky ; legs pale brown ; irides licht brown. Length about
5 inches ; wing 2% ; tail 2§ ; bill at front nearly 4 ; tarsus 14.

This Tree-Warbler has been found in Nepal and Sikhim.
The few specimens I procured were shot at a considerable
elevation.

The next bird, though clearly related to some of the Phyl-
loscopi, is also connected with the Acrocephali of the previous
group.

)
&?1‘7’4‘**’ ’!’f f‘—cfﬂf/mr' Acciiadt + i ,{g .d‘.._y{fb, Cr

w

o
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Gen. PEYLLOPNEUSTE, Meyer.

Char. —Bill straight, moderately slender, slightly widened at
the base, entire; a few small rictal bristles ; wineos moderate,
pointed, the 1st quill small, 2nd very little shorter than the third
and 4th, which are longest, 5th nearly equal to it; tail moderate,
even, or slightly rounded; feet moderate; claws long ; hind
toe short. .

This genus, as restricted, barely differs from Phylloscopus by its

somewhat thicker bill, stouter form, and shorter 1st primary.
553. Phyllopneuste rama, SYKEs.
Sylvia, apud SyxEs, Cat. 77 “at. 124 —BryTn, Cat.

1088—Horsr., Cat. .'12-[—,\1)A\\1~‘. I’. Z. S., 1858, p. 487, No.
126— Chinna-kumpa-jitta, Tel.

SYEES’ WARBLER.

Deser.— Above uniform light greyish brown ; below pale or albes-
cent, passing into white on the chin, middle of the belly and vent;
lores, continued as a slight streak passing over the eye, and the
orbital feathers, pale. o

Bill dusky above, fleshy below at base; leos licht brown ; irides

i ]

dark. erwtll 5 inches; extent 7% ; wing 21 ; tail 2; bill at front

1p > tarsus §; Ist primary about 4 inch ; 2nd equal to Tth ; 3rd, 4th
and 5th nu:ul_\' equal and longest.

The coloring of this bird, as Mr. Blyth says, approximates it to
the Acrocephalus group, but the form of the wings and tail differ,
I follow Mr. Blyth in referring the present bird to Flyllopneuste
of Meyer, the type of .which is given by Gray as the Sylvia
hippolais of Europe; but it appears to me to differ somewhat.
The former Naturalist remarks that * there appear to be two races
of this bird, differing a little in shade of color, but in no other
particulars that we can discern.” Those from Southern India are
more rufous, those from the North more grey in their tints.

Sykes’ Warbler is found all through India, frequenting low
jungles, groves, hedges, gardens and trees near villages, and also
among fields. It is lively and active, hopping about the branches,

and capturing various insects, occasionally on the wing. but gene-

3' rally on the leaves or blunuhe\ It l!us a rather harsh chuckling

P g .. . ; - i
y i " - ad .w . * Wi

>
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note, which it incessantly utters on being approached, and it

usually endeaveurs to hide creeping to the further side of

]

the nest and aousy of this spe iiCS on one

the tree. I have obt
yceasion only, at Jaulnah in the Deccan ; the nest was cup-shaped,

, and contained four pure white eggs.

made of roots, and ¢

Gen. PeyLLoscorus, Boie.

straight, shallow, barely deflected

hut distinet rictal bristles; wings

as in the last, but the first primary more developed, and the

7.

-
@
B
=
—
=
—
(4]

x ST a
\\'ll:‘(_i‘ somewnat snorter ;5 ta

in some ; tarsus and feet moderate ; claws slender.
'H;E-i oenus, r\,“\l‘.(_'wi\ i‘r"‘ 1 o "‘r,r:."‘.""'-"‘-"u f,-"w',-";".‘"..',\‘ F Rll]'ﬂp(?, flnd

Is found in

allied species, comprises a considerable number of bir

various parts of India during the cold season only. The plumage

1s generally green above, inclinine to brown in a few, whitish green

or yellow without any paler markings on

the occiput, or bars on the wings

J. A. S, XII, 966—BryTH, Cat. 1104—}orsF., Cat. 520=
= % o r : - L I Eqgl L4
Sylvia trochilus apud Jerpox, Cat. 125. 7P éu T Ml JoAd €

m

I'se BrowN TrREE-WARBLER.
Descr.—Above uniform dull brown, below :nlb(‘i(:(‘ﬂt, with a
faint tinge of ruddy on the pale supercilia, sides of neck, breast
and flanks ; axillaries, and fore part of the wing underneath, pure
light- m\LH W.
ill blackish, yellow beneath and at gape ; legs brownish black;

'11'ifws brown. L(‘I\;:‘i}! 5 inches ; extent 7 ; wing 24 ; tail 2; tarsus

2 s bill at front nearly 9 mi

This species appears gener: spread throuch India, during the

al

(‘u}tl \\L‘.'I}}L"\'.

yth says that it is abundant in Lower Bengal in
swampy places with bushes, or occasionally in groves of trees.
I have seen it perched among some reeds on the banks of a stream,
now and then alivhting on a stone in the water, and making short

sallies after insects in the air, or seizing one in the sand of the

rix.-ulfal. | l/{d u

%"fﬂ&;; J‘%’o 4’;&4—4_ = . F ﬁ'f /ﬁ" é f#"

y

o Nt Lrn’ g

Souk.
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E 1 B P —
555. Phylloscopus fuscatus, BryTa.

J. A. S, XI, 113—BryTtH, Cat. 1111—P. brunneus, BryTs,

Cat. 1110 (the young). :
= s 3 -
I'me pusky TrREE-WARBLER.

Deser.—Uniform dusky greenish brown above, somewhat darker
on the crown; primaries slightly margined with rufescent ; be-
neath albescent, whitish on the throat and middle of the belly, and
tinged with ferruginous or earthy brown on the sides of the neck,
flanks, lower tail-coverts and breast; shoulders of the winos be-
neath fulvous; a pale streak over the eye from the nostril, and the
ear-coverts also fulvous.

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath; legs greenish brown ;

irides dark hazel. Length 53 inches; exten

to _j\ﬂ,

taill 2% ; Dbill at front -Z.: tarsus not quite %; the lst primary 1is

1¢
about 1 inch lone: the 2nd --.. shorter than the '3rd, which
is a trifle shorter than the 4th and 5th. The outer tail-feathers &
are about ';3'. shorter than the medial ones.

This Warbler is not rare near Calcutta in the eol

season, but
appears to be more common in the countries to the eastward,
E.'Speciu“d\-' in Arrakan. I did not procure it in Southern India

|- A Thsr11 Ty o
200, NyLloscopus

A S XTI, 066— Phyllopneuste indica, Bryrm, Cat. 1089
—Hogrsr,, Cat. 526—PhyvIl, javanicus, HoORsF, apud BryTm,
Cat 1109—P. trochilus, apud Hopeson.

ToeE LARGE BirLLED TREE-WARKBLER,
Descr.—Above (illhii_\ olive-green, with a faint tinoe of tawny
on the wings and tail; medial wing-

white; a ]!;:lu vellow sn;wn'iiiua;]. and the lower ear-coverts

coverts tipped with preenish

partly yellow ; Leneath, pale, the breast tinged with ashy, mingled
with faint yellowish, and the rest of the lower parts more or
less pure yellowish white,

Bill dusky plumbeous above, fleshy at base beneath ; legs pale
plumbcou:‘; iides dusky. Length 5 to 5} inches ; extent 81 ; wing
2§ to 23; t

tarsus 2 ; bill at front
i 3
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This bird, says Mr. Blyth, is something like . trochilusof Europe,
but is larger, and has a proportionally larger bill. The tawny
hue of the wings and tail resembles that of B, rufiis of Europe.
It appears to be spread, but rave, over all India. I obtained it at
: : TS g
I\L‘”()I‘G, in the cold wea her, and it has been procure ear

Calcutta, in Nepal, in Arrakan, and in China.

n [N
557. Phylloscopus trochilus, Liny,

Motacilla, apud LixNzus.—GouLp, Birds of Eutope, pl. 131,
f. I—BLyTH, Cat. 1102.

Tae WiLLow-WARBLER. .

Deser.—Very similar to the last, bus mm}e\\'lmt%ﬂleﬁ‘, a,zl‘d‘:t
with the lower parts distinctly olive-yellow on the neck, Dreast, and
flanks; abdomen albescent; under wing-coverts vellow, tinging
the l'd:_{'(! of the \\'IH:_". ].!-r‘-_‘ﬂh about 5 inches ; \\'ill:_’: 21,

This species is said to have been obtained ln_\' Mr. Gould from
Western India, though quite possibly not diseriminated from some
of the allied species. Adams also records it from Western India,
P. Z. 8., 1858, p. 693. The nest of this European species is said
to be built on the ground, and the ecus are white with small red

spots, in some cases pure unsullied white.

558. Phylloscopus lugubris, Bryra.
: J. A. S, XII.,, 968—BryrH, Cat. 1108 —HorsF., Cat. 527—
¢ Sylvia hippolais, Jerpon, Cat. 126 (in part)— Phyllopneuste
€ flaveolus, Gray, Append. Cat. Nepal Birds.—Abrornis xantho-
gaster, Hopgsown, Cat. Birds Nepal.

Tre DuLL-GREEN 'I'REE-WARBLER:

Descr.—Above dusky olive-green, with a pale yellowish super-
cilium, and yellowish tips to the medial wing-coverts; beneath
albescent, faintly tinged with yellow medially, and the flanks

greenish yellow.

irides dusky brown. Length 43 inches ; extent 74; wing 24 ; tail

o ! =]
%+ tarsus & : bill at front I ' T : i i
1% ; tarsus §; bill at front 10 mill. The 1st primary is 12 long,

the 2nd % shorter than the 3rd, which is very little shorter than

the 4th and 5th, which are longest; tail nearly even.
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P R S A R R T i o  ——
indication of a slight whitish bar on the wings, the coverts being

tipped pale. Length 43 to 5 inches; extent 743 wing 24 to 2% ;

bill at front 10 mill. ; tail 12 to 2; tarsus 1 to . The st primary ‘

is  inch; the 2nd } shorter than the 3rd, which is nearly equal to

the 4th and 5th.

2B




BIDESCENT, Taintly tinged with yellow medially, and the fankd

greenish yellow.

Bill dusky above, amber colored beneath ; legs greenish dusky;
irides dusky brown. Length 43 inches; extent 74 ; wing 24 ; tail

1% ; tarsus §; bill at front 10 mill. The lst primary is 13 long

the 2nd % shorter than the 8rd, which is very little shorter than

the 4th and 5th, which are longest ; tail nearly even.
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This species is also spread throughout India. T procured it in
the Neilgherries, in the Wynaad, and also at Nellore; and it is

sommon near Caleutta, and in Nepal and Sikhim.

559, Phylloscopus nitidus, Larmam.

«Muscicapa, apud LATHAM, and FRANK LiN—BrytH, J. A. S,
XiB.965—BLyTH, Cat, 1100—Sylvia hippolais, JErDON, Cat. 126
(in part)—Hippolais Swainsoni, HopGsoN——probably S. sibilatrix .
of RoyLm. i

Tae BricHT-GREEN TREE-WARBLER. !

Deser.—Above lively green, below unsullied pale yellowish,

brightest about the breast; a pale wing-band formed by the tips
of the larger coverts of the secondaries.

Bill dusky above, fleshy beneath and at the base; legs light

brown; irides dark. Length 4% inches; extent 71; wing 2§; 4 &
bill at front 10 mill. ; tail 1% to 2; tarsus £; the 3rd primary - %

equals the 4th and slightly exceeds the 5th.

This pretty species is generally distributed oyer India during
the cold weather, and is by no means rare. I have got it
frequently in Southern India, especially in the hill regions; but

it is somewhat rare about Calcutta.

v

52{ 4 560. Phylloscopus viridanus, Bryre. 4 0" 4
/ ' \

WesJ, A S, XIIL, 967—DBLYTH, Cat. 1106—HorsF., Cat.- 528
:{f —Phyllopneuste affinis, and P. rufa, BLyTH, olim—Abrornis
/4/; ~ tenuiceps, HODGSON.

i/_/j o Tar GREENISH TREE-WARBLER.

Deser.—Above light dull olive-green; beneath greenish-albes- 2
cent, darker on the flanks; a pale yellow supercilium, and an
indication of a slicht whitish bar on the wings, the coverts being
tipped pale. Length 43 to & inches; extent 74 wing 2} to 24 ;
bill at front 10 mill. ; tail 1§ to 2; tarsus Ll to 3. The Ist primary
is # inch; the 2nd § shorter than the 3rd, which is nearly equal to
the 4th and Sth.

2B
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H

“This species,” says Mr. Blyth, “is very common in Lower
Bengal in the cold weather, and likewise in Nepal. The note of
the bird is weak, and is expressible by the sound tiss=yip, tiss-yip,
frequently uttered.” I procured it in various parts of Southern
India, and also at Darjeeling. It is possibly the P. ¢rochilus, apud
Gould and Adams. (Vide page 192.) 5
7B SPBf SN
561. Phylloscopus affinis, TickerL. (/853)
Motacilla, apud TrckELL—BLYTH, Cat. 1107—and J. A. S
XVI., 442(/349 Vo Mbo/a2ilin affiy'rns’s. 3k

T1cKELL'S TREE-WARBLER.

Descr.—Above fuscous olive-green, with an extremely faint
tawny tinge ; no pale tips to the medial wing-coverts; supercilia,
cheeks, and under parts, pale sullied greenish or oil yellow,
brightest on the middle of the belly, with a slight tawny tinge in
some, and the breast and flanks a little infuscated.

3ill dusky above, amber colored beneath ; legs pale brownish
dusky, tinged with yellow. Length 4% inches; extent 7; wing
24 ; tail 1%; bill at front 9 mill, ; tarsus nearly 2. The 3rd primary
is equal to the 4th and 5th. The outer tail-feathers are slightly
graduated.

This species appears to be spread over all India, and is said
by Blyth to be very common about Calcutta, It very closely
resembles the next bird in coloration, but is a good deal
smaller, and the yellow beneath is somewhat brighter. Mr
Atkinson lately procured a specimen in Sikhim, not far from
the snows.

~

962. Phylloscopus indicus, JErpon.

Sylvia, apud JERDON, Cat. 127—Ph, griseolus, BLyTm, J. A. S,
XVI., 443.
TaE OLivacrous TREE-WARBLER.

Descr.— Above uniform olive-grey, beneath olivaceous yellow,

purest on the middle of the belly; a clear pale yellow super-
cilium,
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Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs greenish brown, yellow
internally and on the soles; irides dark brown. Length 5%
inches; extent 7} ; wing 2§ to 2} ; tail 2; bill at front 10 mill, ;
tarsus .

This Warbler is not common, but I have seen it in many parts of
the country. I got it in Central India near Jaulnah, on the
Northern Ghéits, at Saugor, and at Mhow. It sometimes frequents
trees, but is more common in bushes and shrubs near rocks, and
especially on rocky cliffs, which it appears to affect much., It is
by no means rare on the cliffs of the Vindhian Mountains near
Mhow ; and at Saugor, I saw and watched it for some time among
some low brush-wood at the foot of a high wall adjoining my house.
It appears to be very rare at Calcutta, and I did not obtain it at
Darjeeling.

Chloropeta, A. Smith, of S. Africa, appears nearly related to
Phylloscopus.

The next group differs very slightly from Phylloscopus, but can,
in general, be readily recognised by a peculiar mode of colora-
tion.

Gen. REGULOIDES, Blyth.

Syn. Phyllobastieus, Caban.

Bill much as in Phylloscopus, or a trifle shorter comparatively;
wings moderately long and more pointed, the 2nd primary being
very little shorter than the 4th; tarsus and feet rather small.

The birds placed under this genus, which was founded on the
Regulus modestus of Gould, are very similar in appearance and
structure to the Phylloscopus group, from which they may, in
general, be distinguished by a smaller size, and the head and wing-
coverts being usually variegated with some light markings. They
are mostly hill birds, migrating to the plains in the cold weather,

The first on the list is much the largest of the group, and, but
for the light marking on the head, might have been classed under
Phylloscopus ; and, indeed, Mr. Blyth at one time observed that the
remarkable firmness of its wings and tail is peculiar, and prohibi-
tory of its association with either Regquloides or Abrornis, but he

now, I believe, places it under Reguloides.
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563. Reguloides occipitalis, Jerpox.
Phyllopneuste, JERDON, apud BLYTH, TN S, XTIV SS0s

Tae LirRgE CROWNED W ARBLER.

mingled green and ashy, the latter prevailing on
the back, the former on the rump, wings, and tail ; crown dusky,
with whitish supercilia, and a conspicuous pale mesial line, broader
and tinged with yellowat_the occiput; a very pale yellowish
wing band; the fore part of the wing brightish green, and ifs
margin, and the axillaries pure light yellow ; lower parts ;ﬂbe*cent
mingled with yellowish, and very faintly tinged with ruddy ; mnel
webs of the three outer tail-feathers, on each side, mmow]y
bordered with white.

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath; legs pale brownish; irides
hazel. Length 4% inches; wing 28 ; tail 2; bill at front 10 mill. 5
tarsus 11, The 3rd primary is nearly as long as the 4th and
5th, and % longer than the 2nd.

This, the largest species of the group, has been found rarely in
different parts of the country. I got it at Nellore ; and Mr. Blyth
has seen it from Dehra Dhoon.

564. Reguloides trochiloides, SUNDEVALL.

Acanthiza, apud SunpevaLL—Horsr.,, Cat. 539—DBLYTH

“Cat. 1096—Phyllopneuste reguloides, BLyTH, olim.
JHOf g ) )

T g g -
T'ar MEDIAN CrROWNED WARBLER.

Descr.—Above dull green, yellowish on the rump and uppet
tail-coverts, with two conspicuous yellowish- white bars on the
wings; below albescent greenish, a little tinged with yellow ; &
broad pale yellow Lupuu.mm, and above this & broad dusky band,
leaving the middle line of the erown d lull green, paling at the occi=
put; uxﬂl;:a‘lcs, and front of the wing beneath, yellow ; outer and
penultimate tail-feathers with a narrow whitish margin to their
inner webs.

Bill dusky above, yellow beneath; legs yellow brown; irides
dark. Length 4§ to 44 inches ; extent 7}; wing 2 bill at front

9 mill. ; tail 13 ; tarsus {}.
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This bird inhabits the Himalayas, migrating to the plains in the
cold weather. It does not appear to extend to the south- of India,
at least I never procured it myself, but it is said to be very
common about Calcutta.

/’ 25 L‘/t }JKJ -'}’L.? -
565. Reguloides/proregulus, Parra
565. Reguloides/proregulus, PaLrAs.

"’-!-«-w..m . 2

Motacilla, apud PArnAs—IHorsF., Cat. 538 —n-lmoulux modestus,
GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 149—R. inornatus, Bryra—Phyl-
lopneuste reguloides, and P. nitidus, THonaesox.

Tae CroOwNED TREE-WARBLER.

Deser.—Above olive-green, brightest on the rump, wings, and

tail; crown dusky, with a pale mesial line, not always very dig~ ==+

tinct ; two conspicuous yellowish-white bars on the wings, the hind

W Y43
e
ik 5
E'ﬁ'{w )

one the broader of the two; and behind this is a dark patch; ter- Tl

tiaries conspicuously margined with whitish; secondaries and some
of the primaries slightly tipped with the same ; axillaries, with
the fore-part of the wing underneath, pale yellow ; supercilia and
plumage bene: ath greenish albescent.

Bill, dusky above, yellow bene: ath ; legs pale brown ; irides dark,
Length 4} inches; extent 61; wing 2} to 2% ; tail 11 to 13; bill
at front 8 mill. ; tarsus 1.

This little Warbler, so rare in Europe, is tolerably common in

ither, and at all times on

most parts of India during the cold we:
the Himalayas. Ihave got it at Nellore, on the Malabar Coast, in
Central India, and at Darjeeling, and it also appears to be common
about Calcutta. Mr. Blyth observes :—¢ This bird is solitary, and
its song note is net arly similar to timt of Phylloscopus sibilatriz of
Europe, but considerably weaker.” He also describes a nest which

was brought to him as that of this bird, but I cannot help thinking
that the person who brought the nest was mistaken, or wished to
deceive. Itisvery like the nest of a Nectarinia, and it is certainly
unusual for this bird, or any of the tribe, to remain in the plains

to breed.
566. Reguloides chloronotus, Honesox.
Abrornis, apud HopGsoN, Cat. Birds Nepal, Appendix 152—
Brrys, Cat. 1098—HorsF., Cat. 540.

} . X L{g
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THE YELLOW-RUMPED W ARBLER.

Descr.—Above dull olive-green, rump canary yellow; a con-
spicuous mesial coronal pale yellowish line; superciliary streak,
extending back to nape and cheeks, also pale yellowish;
beneath, pale yellow-greenish; the coverts distinctly tipped, and
the tertiaries margined with- whitish-yellow ; tail dusky, olive
externally.

Bill blackish above, pale at the base beneath : legs pale brown.
Length 3} inches ; wing 1% ; bill at front 7 to 8 mill. ; tail 15;

5

tarsus 3.

This species of Warbler appears to have been found in the
Himalayas from Mussooree to Bootan; also in Burmah, China, and
the Dehra Dhoon. 1 got specimens at Darjeeling.

567. Reguloides viridipennis, Bryrm.
Y ” ~ ey e
J. AN XXIV., 278 . 4 & £ A 9/'::“6«5'{”” Dorai Jé"’"w“"
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Descr.—Upper parts vivid olive-green, brightest on the marging

THE GREEN-WINGED WARBLER.

of the wings and tail-feathers ; lower parts albescent, tinged with
yellow ; crown dusky, mixed with green, with bright yellowish-
white supercilia, and coronal streak continued over the occiput,
the supercilia more yellowish anteriorly ; a broad pale yellow
wing band, formed by the tips of the great-coverts of the
secondaries ; and the smaller range of wing-coverts slightly tipped
with yellowish ; tibial plumes bright yellowish ; the margin of the
wing pure canary yellgi.

Bill dusky olive, yellow beneath; irides brown; legs dark
brown. Length 4 inches ; wing 2; tail 1§ ; tarsus 2 ; bill at front
8 mill.

This species most nearly resembles R. chloronotus, but is readily
distinguished by the rump being concolorous with the back. From
R. prorequlus, it differs by being smaller, and brighter coloured.

It was originally described from the Tenasserim Hills, but I ob-
tained it at Darjeeling, so it probably inhabits all the intervening
Hill ranges.
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568. Reguloides erochroa, Hopgson.

Abrornis, apud Hopgson, Gray, Cat. Birds of Nepal, Append. p.
152—A. pulchra, Honason, (young bird)—BryrH, Cat. 109]—
HogrsF., Cat. 533,

ToE Bar-wineep WARBLER.

Deser.—Above dull olive-green, with a trace of a light streak
on the centre of the crown, and a darker greyish streak on each
side of the head ; supercilia pale yellowish ; orbitar feathers yellow ;
the cheeks mixed yellowish and dusky green ; the lower parts of
the back yellowish white, brightest on the rump and vent ; tips of
tke greater wing-coverts with a broad bar of yellow rufous;
quills brownish black, narrowly margined with greenish yellow ;

tail slaty brown, margined with yellow-green, the three outer tajl

feathers wholly white, except the terminal half of the outer o
L~ .

webs, rtogciho:‘ with the tip of the inner web of the antepenul-
timate, and slightly of the penultimate feathers; entire under

| - . b
g parts pale greenish yellow, or albescent yellow, greenish on the
f flanks.
Length 4 inches; wing 2}; tail 11; bill at front 9 mill.,
tarsus L1,

» This well-marked species has been found in Nipal and Sikhim,
I procured specimens from the neighbourhood of Darjeeling.

The next group contains two Indian species, which differ from
Reguloides by having the markings on the head more pronounced,
and darker, and the colours more vivid. The bill too is consider-
ably wider and more Fly-catcher like.

Gen. CULICIPETA, BLYTH.

Char.—Bill depressed, rather wide, but evenly attenuating,
moderately slender, ridge of the culmen well marked ; rictal
bristles well developed ; claws longer and less curved ; otherwise as

in Phylloscopus, or Reguloides.

569. QCulicipeta Burkii, Burrox.

Sylvia, apud BurtroN—BrLYTH, Cat. 1095—HogsF., Cat. 537—
Cryptolopha auri-capilla, SwaiNsoN—DMuscicapa bilineata, LEssox
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—Neornis strigiceps, HopasoN-~Acanthiza arrogans, SUNDEVALL
—Rhipidura, apud Gray, Genera of Birds, Appendix.
TaeE BLACK-BROWED W ARBLER.

Deser.—Above bright yellowish olive-green; below full siskin
yellow throughout ; cheeks and sides of neck yellow-green; over
each eye a broad black streak, reaching to the occiput, leaving the
middle of the head greenish ; tail dusky, its middle feathers mar-
gined green, and the inner web of the outermost feather neatly
all white, also the terminal half of the next; some have a slight
yellowish wing band, others not a trace of it.

Bill dusky above, beneath amber; legs brownish yellow ; irides
dark. Length 43 inches; extent 6%; wing 24; tal 1§; bill at
front 10 mill. ; tarsus 3.

¢ This pretty little bird is not uncommon in the neighbourhood
of Calcutta, during the cold season, and, like the rest of its tribe,”
says Blyth, ¢ retires to the sub-Himalayan region to breed.” Its
bill, as seen above, is more decidedly of the Fly-catcher form than
in any of the tribe, and Gray even classed it as a Fly-catcher. I

have only procured this species near Darjeeling.

570. Culicipeta cantator, TickeLL,

Motacilla, apud TrckELL—HoRsF., Cat. 530—BryTH, Cat. 1092,

TreE LeEssER BLAcK-BROWED WARBLER.

Déser.—Bright olive-green above, yellower on the wings and
tail ; throat, cheeks, supercilia, lower tail-coverts, and margin of
the wing, bright yellow; belly and flanks greyish white ; a very
narrow yellow bar on the wing ; on each side of the crown a broad
black band, and an intermediate and narrower g‘l’ceni:h one,
becoming yellower on the occiput; upper tertiaries slightly mar-
gined at the tips with yellowish white, and the tail feathers have
a very narrow yellowish white internal border.

Bill light dusky above, amber beneath ; legs fleshy }-‘cllow; irides
J L o £

hazel. Length 4} inches; extent 61; wing 2§ ; tail 13; tarsus
% bill at front 8 or 9 mill.

This very pretty Warbler is found in Nepal, Central Indis,
Bengal, and Assam. It is rare near Calcutta.

“qy g
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Tickell eays that it frequents trees in the thickest parts of the
jungle, and has a loud and incessant note, ¢ pio-pio.” I didnot pro-
cure either of the last two species it Southern India.

A nearly affined species exist in Phylloscopus trivirgatus, Strick-
land, from Java, figured in Jardine's Contribution to Ornithology
for 1849.

Gen. ABrornig, Hopason.

Bill wider than in Phylloscopus or Reguloides, depressed,
moderately deflected, and distinetly notched; nostrils concealed ;
a few fine rictal sete; otherwise as in Phylloscopus.

The birds of this group only differ structurally from the two
last forms by their wider and more depressed bill ; but they have a
peculiar mode of coloration, and, in this respect, divide into two
lesser groups, the one with the head more or less grey, the other
with the head chesnut. It is chiefly a Himalayan genus, but

extends through Burmah to Malayana.

571. Abrornis schisticeps, Hopcsox.
GraY, Zool. Misc.—Culicipeta, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 153—
BryTn, Cat. 1093—HorsF,, Cat. 231—A. melanotis, JERDON
and Bryts, P. Z. 5., 1861, p. 200.

Tur BLACK-EARED WARBLER.

Deser.—Crown, occiput and ear-coverts, greyish slate, tinged
greenish on the head, and passing to olive-green on the shoulders
and back; yellowish on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wings
and tail dusky, margined with olive-green; the inner webs of the
outer 1ail feathers white; abdomen white; a broad streak from
the front above each eye, the throat, breast, and vent, bright
yellow ; lores, base of lower mandible, under and over the eye,
and a streak below the ear-coverts, black.

Bill and feet horny. Length 8% inches; wing 14%; tail 1§;
bill at front 7 mill. ; tarsus §.

This species- has been found in Nepal, at Mussoorie, and T pro-

cured it in Sikhim, but there rare. Hutton says that it is common
at Mussoorie, and brees at about 5,000 feet. It makes a round
ball-like nest, with a lateral entrance, of grass, moss, wool, cotton,

20
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feathers, thread, and hair, and the eggs, three in number, are pure

oo™?

white.

572. Abrornis xanthoschistos, Hopasox.

Phyllopneuste, apud Hopasox, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 151—
A. schisticeps apud BryTs, J. A. 8., X1V., 592—BLyrH, Cat.
1093—HogrsrF., Cat. 532.

TeE GREY-HEADED WARBLER.

Descr.—Head, nape and upper back uniform ash-grey; the
rest of the upper plumage bright yellow green ; the entire under
parts deep yellow; the two outer tail-feathers white on their
inner web; a whitish grey supercilinm; an ill-defined central
pale’'streak on the middle of the head; and two ill-defined lateral
broad streaks, more dusky than the head.

Length 32 ; wing 2; tail 1}; tarsus 11, Hodgson’s measures
ments are rather larger. Length 4; wing 2% ; tarsus 4.

This species has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, and Bootan, and
I obtained it at Darjeeling.

573. Abrornis albo-superciliaris, Bryru.

Adams’ List of Birdsof Cashmere, No. 113—P. Z. S., 1859,
p. 182.

Tae WHITE-BROWED WARBLER.

Deser.—* Head, neck, and back, leaden ash, a white line over the
eye; rump and sides tinged with yellow ; tail olive; lower parts
lively yellow ; wings brownish black, with the edges of the quills
tinged with yellow.

Bill dusky ; legs light brown. Size of P. #rochilus. Approxi-
mates A. wxanthoschistos. Common in the woods and thickets of
the lesser ranges.

Adams’ description corresponds nearly with a specimen I
procured at Darjeeling, and which I had confounded with wantho-
schistos, but the ashy hue of the head and upper back is much
overlaid with green. It differs from what I take to be zanthoschis-

fos by its larger size. Length 44; wing 23} ; tail 1% ; tarsus §

5 “4
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.

I may remark that Gray’s description of wanthoschistos does not

quite agree with either, as the lower part of the back is said to be i

rich yellow. ;
An allied species is A. superciliaris, Tickell, from Burmah.

574. Abrornis flaviventris, Jerpox. A A
A albigularis, JERDON and BLyTs, P. Z. 8., 1861, p. 200. R i
THE YELLOW-BELLIED W ARBLER. :

Deser.—Above yellowish green, with a rufescent tinge on the
tail feathers ; head greyish, with a white supercilium from the base : l
of the upper mandible; lores black ; ear-coverts mingled whitish '
and greenish ; throat and fore-neck white; rest of lower parts
bright yellow ; no trace of a band on the wings.

Bill dusky ; legs pale. Length nearly 4 inches; wing 1% ; tail
13; Dbill at front 7 mill. ; tarsus nearly §.

I found this species at Darjeeling, not very rare. The name
given in the P.Z. S. having been forestalled, I am compelled fo

change it.

575. Abrornis poliogenys, Bryr.
Culicipeta, apud BLYTH, J. A. S., XVI.,, 441—BryTH, Cat.
1094—Horsr., Cat., 535.
Tae GREY-CHEEKED WARBLER.
Deser.—Head, nape, base of lower mandible, and ear-coverts,
ash grey; the loral feathers tipped with greyish white ; round the
eye a clear white ring; back, rump and shoulders, bright olive-
green; wings dusky black, margined with olive-green, the greater
coverts tipped with whitish yellow ; throat. greyish white, the rest
of the under parts clear }’clhm’; tail dusky on the six central
feathers, which are m:lrgincd with olive-green ; the three
outer being greenish dusky on the terminal half of the outer
web, the basal half, with the whole of the inner web, being
white. ;
Bill blackish horny above, vellowish beneath ; feet yellowish
horny. Length 4} inches; wing 23 tail 1§; bill at_front % ;

tarsus 3.
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This Warbler has been found in Nepal and Sikhim. T observed
it near l').‘ir'.j('uiing'. less common than either of the last two, fre-
quenting high trees; and also in the Khasia Hills in the summep

80 it probably breeds there.

Moore, P. Z. S., 18: {—Horsr., Cat. !

306.
THE ALL1iD WarpLER.

Deser.—* Very close to A. poliogenys ; differs in having the lores,
base of lower mandible, lower portion of the ear-coverts, chin,
and throat, the same bricht vellow as the rest of the under
parts; the feathers of the crown are pale-shafted, which does
not appear in the last; the tail is pale dusky, the two outer
feathers only being white on portion of :the inner web, the
basal part of which is dusky ; the outer web in both is pale
dusky green; the other ten are frinced with greenish on the

outer web. The wing is 1 inch longer than in poiiogenys, but

simi]:z:'i;\' marked ; the tarsus also is 75 inch l:m;'oa‘. The bill in
this species and in poliogenys is broader than in A. zanthoschistos.

This nearly allied species has hitherto been only found in
Nepal, or perhaps in Sikhim, whence, as before noticed, many of
Hodgson’s last specimens were sent.

The next two birds have chesnut heads. )

“Nyc

577. Abrornis albogularis, Hongsox.

Moorg, P. Z. S, 1854—Horsr., Cat. 534—A. albiventris,
JERDON and Bryra, P. 7. 8. 1861, p. 200.

THE WHITE-THROATED WARBLER,

Deser.—Forehead, lores, over and under the eyes to the nape
and ear coverts, pale rusty ferruginous, the crown being dusky
ferruginous, or mixed ferruginous and black, passing to yellowish
olive-green on the back and shoulders, the rump being tinged
yellowish ; wings dusky black, margined with m\_'cllnw-lﬁrecn; tail
pale dusky greenish, edged exteriorly throughout with yellowish
green; chin and throat white, the feathers of the latter black at

the base ; breast bright yellow ; abdomen white ; vent yellowish,
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Length 3% inches; wing 1% ; tail 14; bill at front % or 7 mill.;

tarsus not quite -5
tictal bristles black, strong, nearly half as long as the bill;

and the hind toe and claw long and strong.
This pretty bird has been found in Nepal and Sikhim, where I

procured one or two specimens only. \ b

578. Abrornis castaneoceps, Hopcson.

GrAY, Cat. Nep. Birds, App. p. 152—BL¥TH, J. A.S., XIV,, P
598—Honrsr., Cat. 541. 1C, A
'me CHESNUT-HEADED W ARBLER. A
/_).:%A‘('r'.—'l‘op of the head chesnut, edeed by black at the sides™ !
posteriorly ; cheeks and nape cinereous ; above vernal green ;
wings and coverts edged pale yellow; greater coverts and quills
du.\k‘\’. edged green ; outer tail-feathers white ; chin to l)cll}r bluish
white ; belly, veat, and sides of the rump, pale canary-yellow. -,é’
Bill and legs pale. Length 4 inches; wing nearly 2; tuil\}ﬂ-;. bill o :
at front 7 mill. ; tarsus £. o S

This species has only as yet been procured in Nepal, and Sikhim,
in which district I procured one or two specimens, near Darjeeling.
A nearly allied species is figured in Jardine’s Contributions
to Ournithology, as Pycnosphrys grammiceps, Strickland, from

Java,
Gen. TickELLIA, Jerdon and Blyth.

Char.—DBill flat, depressed, broad throughout, ending in a blunt
point, laterally very slender and shallow ; culmen very slightly
curved, faintly notched ; nostrils apert, at the anterior end of a
large hollow ; rictal bristles long, slender ; wing short, rounded, the
first quill graduated, 4th and 5th about equal ; tail moderate, even,
or slightly rounded ; tarsus lengthened ; feet rather large ; middle
and hind claws long.

The sole memher of this genus, whilst clearly related to the last-
named R]wuu of Abrornis, has, at the same time, considerable
affinity for Orthotomus, and more especially for O. corenatus, which

it very closely resembles in coloration.
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579. Tickellia Hodgsoni, MooRE.

! Abrornis, apud Moore, Horsr., Cat. 679.

3 . Tue BROAD-BILLED WARBLER.

i Deser.—Above olive-green, yellowish on the rump, and upper
2 J ]

tail-coverts ; forehead and crown deep ferruginous ; the infraorbital
plumes blackish, tipped white; above and below the eyes, ear-
coverts, and sides of neck, grey; throat and breast greyish white;
abdomen yellow ; wings dusky, margined with ferruginous olive-
green; tail dusky, the two outer feathers, with the whole of the
inner web, white, the rest margined with olive-green.

=4 Bill horny, yellowish at base beneath; legs yellowish. Length
: 3% to 4inches; wing 1% to 2; tail 13; bill at front %, or 10 mill.;
tarsus 11.

3

I procured one specimen only of this rare bird from the neigh-

\ bourhvod of Darjeeling, and I think that Hodgson’s specimens
: were also probably from Sikhim, and not from Nepal, as given
’ by Moore.

Gen. REGULUS,
r\ Char.—Bill short, straight, somewhat conic; nares protected
J by one or two rigid plumes; tail of ten feathers ; otherwise as in

! ‘ Reguloides.

This genus, comprising two species from Europe, the well-known
golden-crested Wrens, and other from North America. Japan, and
Madeira, approximates Reguloides in the coloration of the head,
which, however, is much more highly developed. The bill more-
over is more conic. It is clearly related to <Egithalus, which is
usually located among the Tits; and these two forms may be
sald to join the Warblers and the Parine, to which sub-family
the Gold-crests perhaps more strictly belong.

580. Regulus Himalayensis, Bryra.
Reg. cristatus, apud BLyTh, Cat. 1113.—GouLp, B. Asia, pl.
Tee HiMAvLAYAN FIRE-CREST.

Deser.—Plumage dingy green, yellowish on the rump; head

with a central patch of flame color, edged with pale yellow, and

tinged with a dark streak from the base of the upper mandible;

i lores, supercilia, and ear-coverts, greenish grey; wing-coverts
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dingy, with a few pale spots, and tipped pale ; quills dusky, yellowish
externally, and with a dark spot near the middle of the wings,

formed by the outer webs of the last primaries and secondaries ; tail 7

dusky, edged with yellow green; plumage beneath dingy or green-
1sh white. :

Length 4 inches; wing 2} to 2§; tail 1§ ; bill at front 8 mill. ;
tarsus §.

Very like Regulus cristatus of Europe, but larger, and the flame-
colored interior of the crest is more developed.

The Himalayan Fire-crested Wren has only been found in the

N. W. Himalayas, and, even there, apparently not very common.

Sub-fam. SyLviing, Grey-Warblers.

These are a small series of birds, with mostly grey plumage,
and frequently marked with black on the head or throat; their
bill is moderately slender; the wings rather lengthened ; the
tarsus and the feet short, but strong, and with moderately curved
claws. They are less insectivorous than most of the previous
groups of Warblers, most of them eating freely both buds of
flowers, and fruit, and hence some of them are named Becca-
ficos or Fig-eaters in Italy (Ficedula, Brisson). They are mostly
inhabitants of Northern Africa, the South of Europe, and Western
(and perhaps Central) Asia, a few only, from the latter region,
migrating, in winter, to the tropical regions of India. They are
very arboreal in their habits, and in some degree, approxi-
mate the Tits (Parine) in their habits, as in their colours.

Many of them sing very sweetly. It appears undecided among

Ornithologists under what generic name to rank these birds. Some
call them Curruca after Brisson; Horsfield, whom I shall follow here,
in his Catalogue places them under Sylvia. Gray,in his List of
Genera, ignores both Sylvia and Curruca, and places them under six

distinct sub-genera.

a3 ;
- Gen, SyLvia, Latham.

Syn. Curruca, Brisson.

Char.—Bill moderate or slightly lengthened and slender, with

the rictal bristles almost obsolete; wings lengthened and some-

what pointed ; 1st quill minute, 2nd a little shorter than the 3rd

('f’-":t.rl “
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and 4th, which are about equal; secondaries broad; tail slightly
rounded ; tarsus moderate or short, stout and scutate ; feet strong,
short; lateral toes unequal, hind toe moderate ; claws moderately
curved.

These birds are in some parts of the country called Phularia,
i. e., quasi © Flower-peckers.” The first noticed is placed by Gray
under Adophoneus, Kaup., and is distinguished by its somewhat
large size, and stronger bill, but Bonaparte ranks it under Adopho-

neus, and oives 8. nisoria as the tvpe

KQ . o] T an Mo
5814 E?)ylwa inh--.:a;, | EMMINCK,

Philomela, apud JErDON, Cat. 110—BryTm, Cat. 1121 and
1122—Curruca Jerdoni, BLuyrm, J. A. S., XVI., 439—GouLp,

Birds of Europe, pl. 119—Pedda nulla kampa-jiita, Tel
THE LARGE BLACK-CAPPED WARBLER.

Descr.—Above brownish ashy, tolerably pure ashy on the nape
and rump; cap, lores, and ear-coverts, black in the male, dusky or
blackish grey in the female ; beneath whitish, pure white on the
throat and middle of the belly, tinged albescent on the breast ; tail
blackish, the outer feathers extern: lly white, for the basal two-
thirds, and the next four successively less Lroadly tipped white;
quills dusky brown, with pale edgings.

Bill blackish horny; legs reddish brown’ irides dull greenish
yellow. Length 7 inches; wing 3% ; tail 23; bill. at front 5;
9

10*

tarsus

This bird was at first thought by Blyth to be distinet from
8. orphea of Southern l‘:il‘.‘npi'. with which I had identified it, but
he has ]111’(‘1}' united them. It is not rare in Southern India
during the cold weather. I have seen it at Trichinopoly, Madras,
and Nellore; also at Jaulnah, and Mhow in Central India, whence
it appears to extend through the 1'}4::‘1‘ Provinces, for Blyth has
received 1t from Delhi; but it does not extend far to the Eastwards,
for 1 did not see it at Sangor, and it is unknown in Bengal. It
frequents groves, gardens, hedges, sincle trees, and even low
bushes on the plains; is very active and restless, incessantly

moving about from branch to branch, clinging to the twigs and

] |
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feeding on various insects, grubs, and caterpillars, and also on
flower-buds. It is sometimes seen alone, at other times two or
three together.

The next bird is, I presume, classed by Gray under Epilais

Kaup. ; but Bonaparte places it in his genus Pyrophthalma, along

with S. melanocephala and 8. sarda of Southern Europe.

582. Bylvia affinis, BryTm.
A. 8., X1V, 564, Note— Curruca cinerea, apud JERDON, Cat.
Cat. 1124-— Nelia kumpa-jitta, Tel.
I'me ALLIED GREY-WARBLER.

Deser.—Head and neck cinereous; ears dusky; the rest of the
lumage above reddish cinereous; wings and tail brownish; outer
I ‘
tail feathers nearly all white, the others only tipped with white;

throat white, rest of the plum: beneath white with a tinge of
] L (=]

reddish.
Bill and legs brown; irides brownish yellow. Length 6 inches;

wing 2§ ; tail 2} ; bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus 2.

This species, which in my (;

talogue I considered to be
the White-throat of England, has been separated by Mr. Blyth.
It is however nearly allied to the European bird. Like the
last it is migratory, being only a cold weather visitant. It
frequents similar situations and has similar habits and food, and
it feeds much on flower buds. On one occasion I found it very
numerous in a hedgerow in the Carnatic, and observed it feeding on
the pupz of some ants which were s warming about, to seize which
it descended to the ground. I have found it in the Carnatic,
at Jaulnah, and other parts of the Deccan, and also at Mhow, but

no further east ; it does mnot appear to extend into Bengal,

but probably will be found in the N. W. Provinces. It has also
been obtained in Ceylon.
The following species would, I imagine, be classed by Gray under

Sterparola, of which Mot. sylvia of Linnaus is given as the type.

» 83. Sylvia curruca, GmzLrIx.

Motacilla curruca and M. sylviella, GMEL.—Curruca garrula,

Brissox—JErDON, Cat. 1 ‘---Lz,nu Cat. 1125—IHogsr., Cat.

3 ,41‘ 5 a’;i:m&& - Mas #u»w. . f?;,ﬂ‘ 2ﬂ}{] yb 180,
-~f¢ff zD /4’:(,- ’.97?/1?” rx,f !frulﬁ’{ STt - - f -9 H /é 2ac,




3

Zi

210 BIRDS OF INDIA.

543

Cheea in Sindh— Chinna nalla kumpa jitta, Tel.

Sykes, Cat. 76—GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 125, f. 2—
’ ket ]

THE LissEr WHITE-THROAT.

Descr.—Plumage above I‘-..‘.'\- redd cinereous, i"i!;ﬁ"ll_},’ ashy on
the head and nape; lores and ears dusky ash; a faint white line

from the base of the bill to the eye; beneath white, tinged wifh

rufescent on the neck an

Bill blackish, pale beneath; legs dark slaty; irides brownishyellow.
Length 51 inches; wing 2§ ; tail 2 ; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus §.
The Lesser White-throat is found over the greater part of

India durine the cold weather, and it is much more common than

4

either of the two last species. It frequents similar localities, and has

] habj : g ] ] 1 1 Aawer buds
the same habits and food, feeding both on 1nsects ;‘.11:[ dower buds,

and incessantly movine about the upper and extreme branches of
trees. Mr. Blyth, who observed it in Bengal, noticed thatit frequent-

ed Mimosa trees in small rties, and that it E\(';"{ chiefly to trees.

are S. einerea, S. leucopogon, and

S. conspici Europe. 8. atricapilla, that well known Warbler,

1 1 1 1 1)

the Blackeap, is placed under Curruce by DBonaparte, along with

S. horte /“-’:‘..\', ‘_:]1\]1 o f;'a".‘l ellit o ,\ . Africa and i}L(,‘ (._;;\‘U‘L\' :\]'C]ll‘

. . 1
p:?];:gu; and there are two or three more m-h_;n“ln;“ to the

African Fauna.

St S .
Other Svlviadean forms

A 2 S ;
J":'/l/:u‘,-u'.':‘sf.\‘, ol wouthe

short-wineced Warblers, at all events, the latter.

RN \\T 1

o . : -
I'he Warb said to be represented in the New World
I

by the Mui ir colours and structure, these
birds appear more allied to the Titmice than to the true
Warblers. In Australia and Oceanica, Gerygone appears t0
take their place, but it is located by Bonaparte among his

Aceanthizee.

and Pipits.

slender, straight, barely deflect-

wub-tam. MoT:

Bill \'_“'(‘11‘\“.‘:1:‘..\' of moderate

ed at the tip, and indis ‘hed ¢ rictal vibrigse minute or

]

wanting ; wings typically lone and pointed, and the ®ertiaries

]C‘H;,"?l:l'n(j.i : tail lor lone and slend: toes mo-

derate ; claws sli




MOTACILLINZA. 211

The Motacilline comprise three groups of birds, the species

of each group greatly resemblling one another; and, in most,

2 ¢ - i :
there 18 more or less white on the outer tail-f«

rs.  some live
1€ Ln w}‘ i}.(?-‘ or ia ¥y thers ."I Li.:ii\;‘l {,{}"):alltl, or even

adows, and many

marshes and irrigated fields; others in grass me

few only affect woodland situations,

on bare and stony pl

and pe
|

trees. They live almost entirely on the ground,

tolerable speed, always moving by alter-

on which they run
nate steps, and not hopping; and they feed chiefly on insects

xterous in catching, even on the wing); a

(which they “are ve

few (:13[_‘.'. at #mes, partaking of seeds or grain. Their flight

lerably rapid ; and many

18 oraceful, stron

are hichly grecarious in winter. They breed mostly on the

M1y €

ground, rarely on the ledwe of a rock or building, and lay whitish
or pale ¢ r-coloured ecos with brown speckles. Some of

them have a sweet sono wre occasionally caged ; and many

p and down, which has

have the habit of jerking their tails

] got B i T AR

procured for some the familiar name of Waotails. A considerable
. : o -

number of the known species are migratory, visitine India and

other hot countries in winter. They are found in all countries, but

most abundant in the Old World, few only being found in

and Oceanieca. '}'hc}r

America, and still fewer in Aush

he Saxicoline, and perhaps Accentorine,

may be said to approach
in this family : and their -external affinities appear to lie with

the Thrushes on one side throuch the Fork-tails ; and, on the other

side, with the Larks throuch the I

The Motacilline may be divi
1st.—Hill Wagtails, or Forltails, with rounded wing

s, and the

tertials not lencthened.
2nd.—Wagtails, with lengthened tertials and unstreaked plu-
mage.
3rd.—Titlarks, with streaked plumage.

1st.—Iill Wagtails.

Gen. Extcurus, Temminck.
Char.—Bill moderate, or long, straight, stout; the culmen strongly

keeled ; gonys well marked, and inclining upwards; nostrils lateral,
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apert; two or three rigid bristles at the gape; wings moderate,

o T

rounded, with the 1st quill sm

, the 4th and 5th sub-equal and

1()1]{_:'(!51:; ta |11 (‘111 ) lono sus E(J!]:_:_' and cn[ire;

feet moqerate, JHI]!H] wtory, the middle toe lengthened, the hind tog

short: claws moderately curved
'This genus is a very aberrant one, tending towards the Myiothe-

rine, and c:\!‘,wiuﬂx' towards Hydrobate, and Gralline ; but also,

perhaps, with affinities for ers from the typical,
Wagtails by the stronger a 1d more cineline bill, shorter and more

rounded wings, with the tertials of the usual length, and by the

stronger tarsus and feet. Blyth and others class them with Hydro-
bata and FEupetes ; but whilst allowing their affinities with those

genera, on a comparison of all their characters, their more
slender body, long tail, more lengthend wings, colours, mode
of flight, and progression on the ground, I agree with Gray and

Horsfield that they should be brought, wi

in the limits of this

sub-family, as the mo

t o«

| white, and they all have

Their plumage is unifor:
very pale fleshy-white legs. They frequent mountain streams in the

our limits, in the Himalayas only,

forests only, and are found,

extending throngh the hill ranges of Assam and Burmah to the

Malayan Archipel

GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 27—Bryrn, Cat. 921 —HORSE,
Cat. 548—E. fuligin
W. Himalayas— Qong-sam ching-pho,

TaE SPOoTTED FORK-TAIL.
Descr.—Broad frontal band white, the rest of the upper plumage
Pl g
black with white spots; secondaries and tail black, without spots;
rump white ; the greater w ino-coverts white, 1\\,;;”;“%' a large

oblique white band. and the secondaries and tertials also white at
the base, and tipped white ; primaries dusky brown, lateral tail-

feathers, and the tip of

12 )—Khanjan in the N

Chubia leka, Bhot.

the central ones, white; neck and breast
black ; abdomen and under tai
Bill black ; feet and legs fleshy white; irides dark brown.

Leneth 10 inches ; extent 12} ; wing 4 ; tail 53 to 6; bill at front
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a

nearly §; tarsus 13 ; the tail is very deeply forked. The young
bird has the black dull and sooty, and without spots.

The spotted-backed Fork-tail is found throughout the whole

extent of the * as Simla in the North-west, at all g a .
. ~ .' ”~
events, and ex regions of Assam, Arracan, 7¢,(,) 2y
£ e R L -
and Burmah. This beautiful all may be said to be one of the / zr— =— ‘;‘f

.. e . o Tae 1 on ]

characteristic adjuncts of Himalayan scenery ; if you come suddenly “ ¢ B

T e : C; 3 AT tcrey Col
on a mountain stream crossing the road or path, and still more ¥
. e | 1 ] 3 r 'é//'q'}-’*
cert;zlnl\' 1L there be a wateriall, you are sure to see one of l]wsu , 74
birds, dither oh the-road, or ona rock in the stream. If on the .
road, it will at times fly belore you to the next stream that crosses
the path, and so on for a dozen times in succession; but, more

i el

1e jungle, as you u}a}):‘r'umh, and

generally, it flies rapidly into
disappears up the stream, but not going far owing to the density of
the jlmf_'i;'. I cannot say that I have seen them perch, but on
one or two occasions, thought they did. In the larger streams
they may be seen running on the shingle, at the edge of the
river, but still more frequently on rocks, especially on those in
the rapids that are washed over by the spray. There they pick
up various small insects and larvee, which constitute their chief
food.

In oeneral it is a solitary bird ; occasionally two or three may
be seen near each other, and, in that case, one will usually drive
away the other. The nest and eggs of this bird have been brought
to me. more than once, made of roots, fibres, and a little moss,
with three or four ecgs, greenish white, with a few rusty brown

s, Khanjan, is that usually given to

spots. The Hindustani nai
. s L S el e
the common black and white Wagtail of the plains.

585. Enicurus immaculatus, Honacson.

As. Res. XIX., 190—BryTn, Cat. 823—Horsr., Cat., 547.

TeE BLACK-BACKED FORK-TAIL.
Form as in maculatus ; colors similar, but the breast is white
instead of beine black, and the mantle is not spotted.
Lencth about 8 inches, of which the tail is 43 ; wing 3%; bill at
front

++; tarsus 14%.
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his species very rarely in Nepal; and

Mr. Hodgson found t
it appears to be more common in the hill ranges to the South-
east, Colonel Phayre having sent specimens to the Calcutta
Museum from Arracan. Horsfield gives Affuhanistan as a los
cality, but thisis probably a mistake, many of Griffith’s specimens,
undoubtedly from Assam and the Khasia Hills, being mixed up

A 01

with his collections from .\‘!‘_’Jl‘tlll‘-[;ill. [ did not procure 1t at

Darjeeling.

H86. i LODGSON.

‘As. Res. XIX,, 189—DBrLyTH, Cat. 922—Horsr., Cat., 546.

THE SLATY-BACKED FORK-TAIL.

Deser.— Head, neclk, back, and flanks, d ty blue ; cheeks,

throat, and a very narrow band round the bill, jet black; a white

frontal band above the last, from eye to eye, partially surrounding

1

the eyes behind ; beneath,

the whole body from the neck, with the
rump and upper tail-coverts, white ; wings and tail as in maculatus,
but the white at the base of the quills is more extended, and
shows itself as a speculum on the primaries.

Bill black; legs

10 inches by 12 in extent; wing 33 ; tail 5%; tarsus 1%; bill af

fleshy-white ; irides brown. ILength about

11
10"

The Slaty Enicurus is chiefly founc

front.

on the larger streams, not
ascending so high as E. maculutus. 1 procured it both from the

little and great Rungeet, but it is much rarer than the spotted:

backed and the short-tailed species. It extends from Nepal to

Bootan, and is also found in the Khasi:
has not been sent from the N. W, Himalavas.
O~ 4 o saia 2
587. Enicurus Scouleri, Vicors.
GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 28—I. heternrus, Hopes—
BryTH, Cat. 925—Horsr., Cat. 550— Qong-sumbrek-pho, Lepeh.
Tae SHORT-TAILED FORK-TAIL.

Descr.—Frontal band white, the rest of the head, back, and

wings, black ; rimp and upper tail-coverts white; tail, with the
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central feathers black, except at the base; the outermost white
with a black tip, and the intermediate ones with the black
gradually increasing to the central feathers; a large white wing
band ; chin, throat, and upper part of breast, black, the rest below
white.

Bill and legs black ; irides brown. Length 5% inches; extent
9% ;

16 )
This little Enicurns, aberrant as regards the shortness of its tail,

tarsus 1.

appears to be found throuchout the whole extent of the Hima-
layas, though more common in their eastern portion, for Jameson
says that it is rare in the N. W.; and Adams, who observed it in
Cashmere, states that it is not nearly so common as maculatus.
About Darj

streams so J::.‘:i as the potied I"ul:.—ml{l] ;;'\'ill‘_']' most abundant

but it does not ascend the

between 2,000 and 5,000 feet of elevation. It does not affect
the smaller brooks, but chiefly good sized rapid streams, and it
may often be seen seated on a rock in the midst of a boiling
torrent, which is now and then almost submerged by a wave ; and
it feeds, almost exclusively, on rocks that are so washed over,
following the retreating wave, or climbing up a slippery rock with
great ease. It often contends with the plumbeous water Redstart,
as already mentioned (page 143) for a choice piece of rock, and is
generally vanquished by its more spirited antagonist. It feeds
on various water insects, chiefly on the larvee of various Neurop-
tera that frequent the wet rocks and the edges of rapids.

A nest was brought to me, said to be that of this kird, found on
a ledge of rock near a stream, with three eggs, very similar to

those of E. maculatus, but smaller.

588. Enicurus nigrifrons, Hobcsox.

GouLp, P, Z. 5. 1859, p. 102.

.

THE BLACK-FRONTED FORK-TAIL.
Deser.—Above black, with the upper tail-coverts, wing-band,
base of the central, and the two outer tail-feathers, entirely white ;
beneath white ; the throat and breast mottled with black and white.

Length 6 inches ; wing 211 ; tarsus 1,




7 velatus, T., and E. frontalis, Bl., from Malacca and .7;‘[\'“, 5. rufica-
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This species has been lately described from specimens transmit-
ted from Sikhim by Mr. Hodgson, but we are ignorant of its par
ticular haunts. It differs from the last species, which it otherwise
greatly resembles in size and coloration, by the forehead being
black, and the throat and breast being mottled instead of pure
black. This latter character however is rather a mark of nonage.

;
Other recorded species of this cenus are . Leschenau fm T. B
I A

o

1

pillus, T., by its coloration and stronoer bill, appears to belong to

a distinet type, leading to the Thrushes.

2nd.—Wagtails,

We next come to the true Wagtails, which differ from the Pipits
by their more lengthened tail which they flirt or wae up and
down. They never rise singing into the air. as the last-mentioned
birds do sometimes. They have a double moult. The Wagtails

comprise four groups, dist

I o

1ouished ]~_\ their mode of CO]Ol‘aliOH:
and the length and curvature of the hind claw.

W otails.
Gen. MoraciLLa, Lin. (as restricted)

Char.—Bill moderate, straight, slender, compressed at the tip
which is very slichtly notel

ed; mnostrils apert; rictus almost
smooth ; wings long, pointed, with nine primary quills, the first two
subequal and longest ; tertiaries lenothened. equal to the primaries;
tail long, slender, nearly even; tarsus moderately long, slender,
Obscln‘cl.\' scutulate; feet moderate : hind toe short ; claws s]ighﬂ}'
curved ; hind claw small, more curved.

The Water Wagtai

or less mixed with gre

s are usually colored Dlack and white, more

v, and their tails are much loﬂgjthcncd.

Their summer plumagce is usually very distinct from that of the
winter, showine much more black. They are in the habit of
fl‘(‘q\'l(‘ﬂ!fll"j the Ilt,‘%11}1})\'5111'}111111[ of water, I\[[t t!w}' ;ﬂ;:n :]H'(‘(-,t towns
and villages. They are pretty and lively birds, and some have &
sweet song. '”1!{\' are found 1’]&1‘u11:_fhﬂ:ik the Old \'\v:'n‘lff, and most
of them are migratory, one only being a permanent resident mn
India.
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589. Motacilla Maderaspatana, Brissow.

> Ly 5 Qm KE 4 +1
Bryrh, Cat. 766—Horsr., Cat. 551 —JErRDON, Cat. 138—- 257
GouLp, Birds of Asia, pL—M. picata, FRANKLIN—M. variegata, ~

SYkes, Cat. 85—Mamula, H., sometimes Bhuin mamula, or
Khanjan— Sakala sarela-gadu, Tel.

TaeE Piep WageralrL.

Deser.—Upper plumage, with the chin, throat, and breast, black,
with a broad white supercilium, and a large white wing spot,
formed by the median and greater coverts, and the edges of some
of the primaries; the greater part of the two outermost tail
feathers white, also the edges of the upper tail-coverts; beneath,
from the breast, white. The female has the black less pure.

In winter the chin, upper part of the throat, and some feathers
just below the eye, are white.

Bill and legs black; irides dark brown. Length 8% to 9 inches;
wing nearly 4 ; tail 4; bill at front §; tarsus fully 1.

This is the largest of the group in India, and it changes its
plumage in summer only in a trifling degree. In its mode of
coloration it comes nearest to the Entcuri, and it is not unlike
M. lugubris of Europe and Northern Asia. The Pied Wagtail is
found throughout the whole of India (except in lower Bengal), :
and in Ceylon; but it does not appear to extend to the east of the
Bay of Bengal It also occurs within the Himaulayas, for I found
it in Sikhim. It is most truly a Water-Wagtail, being rarely
found except on the banks of rivers. It is usually solitary or in
pairs, and it is a permanent resident in India, breeding in a hole
in a pebbly bank, or under a shelf of rock, or even under a large
stone in the dry bed of a river. I have seen it on the top of
Government House, Madras, and had reason to believe that a pair
built their nest there, as others of this group are known to do some-
times in similar situations, The eggs are three or four in number,
pale greenish-white, with numerous light brown spots. The male
has a very sweet song, and is occasionally caged at Madras and

elsewhere.
2 x
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590. Motacilla luzoniensis, ScoroLl

Bryrh, Cat. 770—IHoxsF., Cat. 553 —M. alboides, Hopas.—
M. lencopsis, GouLp— Dhobin, H., i. e. washer-woman.— Tangzhen-

fleu, Lepch.
(o WX TaE WHITE-FACED W AGTAIL.

Descr.—In summer phnmi;_ro, the occiput, nape, and upper parts

: generally, deep black, also a large patch on the breast; a broad
frontal band, sides of head (including the eye), and neck, large
wing-patch, the two outermost tail-feathers on each side, and the
lower parts, white.

In winter plumage, the back, shoulder, and rump are ashy
grey, the occiput, nape, and breast-band alone being black. The
female is a trifle smaller than the male, and the black perhaps not
quite so deep.

Bill and legs black; irides brown. Lonﬂ'rh nearly 8 inches;
extent 114 ; wing 35 ; tail 32; bill at front § ; tarsus §.

e This and the next Wagtail may be considered the representa-

'J\"" tives of M. alba, and M. Yarrelli of Europe. The present speciesis

\' & ¥ found in Northern India chiefly, and most abundant to the Eastward,
,‘»«’w b.l }Ff extending to Assam, Burmah, China, and the Philippines. Tt is very

Y 9 }:Common in Bengal, and extends north and west to Nepal, and
’5 ES“L i \}'&\ part of Central India, but is replaced in the south and west by the

W T
a Vel e 2 . ¢ : e J
W o g next species. Adams, indeed, gives it from Cashmere and Ladakh,
X df’ b-ut. he may not have correctly distinguished it from the next
¥ k}‘k) bird.

It affects the vicinity of houses, huts, and gardens, and runs
about picking up various small insects. Its arrival in India, which
takes place about the end of September, is looked on as the first
intimation of the ensuing cold weather. Most of the birds, in the
north of India, have assumed their summer plumace before quiuing
the country. Swinhoe states that a few 1::1'1;‘:; breed in China, but
that most of them go still further north. 4

2T ol Ju 9gﬂ
: 7 {#a
o - Mk 591. Motacilla dukhunensl_s,,~ SYKES)
A |
W.

Cat. 86—NM. alba, JERDON, Cat. 140—BrLyTH, Cat. 769—HORSF,
Cat. 554— Dhobin, H.

f 1 { Sl /7

\_:'7/’}/ . .}'fr;) 2 /.L"/L 5 ;j ‘,f /V;/V"’WM . ’zf—ﬁ'

i
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THE BLACK-FACED WAGTAIL,

Deser.—In summer plumage, the back and scapulars pale grey ;

g
occiput, nape, wings, and tail, black; a supercilium, wing-patch,
and outermost tail-feathers, white; beneath, the throat, neck, and
breast, black, the rest white; primaries are dusky, edged with
white, and the upper tail-coverts ashy, edged with black.

In winter dress, the c¢hin, throat, and beneath the eye, are white,
leaving only a small patch of black on the breast; the occiput
and nape also are grey, the white wing-patch smaller ; the coverts
and secondaries also grey, edged paler.

Bill/umi legs black; irides brown. Length 7} to 8 inches;
wing #%; tail 43 ; bill at front rather more than §; tarsus nearly 1.

This species is the representative, in Southern and Western
India, of the white-faced Wagtail, from which, in its winter dress,
it is barely distinguishable; but a black feather or two on the
chin, usually to be found, is a sure indication of the present
species. It differs from luzomiensis by the permanently grey back.
It very closely resembles M. alba of Europe, but differs by its
great wing-patch, and by the neck all round, and the ear-feathers,
being black.

This Wagtail is found throughout Southern and Central India,
extending into the N. W. Provinces, Sindh, the Punjab, and
Affghanistan. Adams, however, says that he did not see it at
Peshawur, and that the former species is the common Wagtail
of Cashmere. It also is found in Ceylon. It is not very
abundant in the extreme south of the peninsula, but is very
common in the Dececan, and in Central India, coming in about the
beginning of October, and leaving in March or A pril. It is a very
familiar bird, feeding close to houses, stables, and in gardens ; often,
indeed, entering verandahs, and coming into an open room if not
disturbed. It runs about briskly after small insects, and is very
active in catching the flies that infest the vicinity of stables and
out-houses. Like"the last, a small party of them may be seen
towards evening on the bank of a river or tank, though, when
feeding, it is usually solitary. Out of India the geographical distri-
bution of these two last Wagtails is not recorded, but they probably

breed respectively in the Eastern and Western sides of Central and




i
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Northern Asia. Mr. Blyth remarks that these three species of true
Wagtail differ from the European species, in all having more white
on the wing-coverts and tertiaries, and in the neck being black all
round when in summer dress.

Besides M. lugubris of Europe and Northern Asia already alluded
to, the only other true Wagtails recorded, are four from Africa;
one (M. longicauda, figured by Riippell,) being remarkable for
its particularly long tail.

2nd.—Wood Wagtails,
Gen. CavLuBaTes, Kaup.

Syn.— Pallenura, Bonap.

Char.—Bill more slender than in Motacilla; wing slightly shorter,
and tertials less elonguted; tarsus shorter, and pale colored;
hind toe short, with the claw a little longer and moderately curved;
otherwise as in Motacilla.

This form chiefly differs in the more slender form, pale feet and
legs, and in its mode of coloration, by which it forms a link to the
next group. Soavidn . 7{1»-»1.,. o ‘ilvm’»d"/:’f““"

592. Calobates sulphurea, BecasTeix. |

Motacilla, apud BeEcHsT.—BLYTH, Cat. 771—HoRgsF., Cat. 555
~M. boarula, TEMM.—JkrDON, Cat. 137—Gourp, Birds of
Europe pl. 147—M. bistrigata, RAFrLES — Mudi-tippudu-jitta, Tel.

THE GREY AND YELLOW WAGTAIL.

Descr.—Plumage above pale grey, with a wash of olivaceous;
upper tail-coverts pale yellow, also the edges of the tertiaries;
supercilium, chin, and throat, white; rest of the lower parts pale
yellow, greenish on the middle, and laterally pure yellow ; under
tail-coverts darker yellow ; a white wing-band ; wings and tail
brownish black, the three outer tail-feathers on each sidé, white on
the inner web, the outermost wholly so.

In summer the chin and throat become black with a whitish
border, and the yellow of the lower parts is darker.

Bill black ; legs pale brown; irides brown. Length 7% inches;
wing 24 ; tail 3%4; bill at front 1% 3 tarsus 8.

This pretty and delicate Wagtail is widely diffused, inhabiting
all Europe, Asia as far as Australia, and Africa, It is migratory

‘ M #
l}'\f.atjjt "E/ {UL g \ a)«t{;\,d ~
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in India, appearing abont the end of September, and remaining
till the first week of May or so. It is spread throughout all India,
and Ceylon, but is most general in the hilly and wooded parts,
and rare in the open country, especially towards the south of India,
in the Carnatic and the bare table land ; being apparently more
abundant in Bengal and the North of India.

it It occasionally is to be seen on the banks of rivers, but is more

S

generally found in gardens, near houses, in towns and villages,

a0
and on walks in the forests, or where there is suflicient shelter.
Mr. Blyth states that he has seen it ** tripping over the filthiest
narrow black drains, between hut and hut, in the native town of
Calcutta.” It occasionally, though rarely, perches on trees;
and it has the jerking motion of its tail more remarkably than
any other of the group, for it appears unable to keep it motionless
for a moment.

This is the only recognised species of the genus; but Bonaparte
has separated the bird from Java under the name of Pullenura

javensis; Blyth, however, states that those which he has examined

/ v, P v 5 ;
" from all parts® 6f" Asia, Africa, *and Australia, were perfectly
identical.
(s 3rd.—Field Wagtails.
b & Gen. BupytEes, Cuvier.

Char.—As in Motacilla, but the tertials barely so long, the tail
shorter ; tarsus longer and stouter ; hind toe and claw lengthened,
the latter very much so, and but slightly curved.

The Field Wagtails have the form of the Pipifs, a long tarsus, and

a long, nearly straight, hind claw ; and they all have more or less
yellow on their under surface. They are found in fields and pasture
lands. often in large flocks attending cattle whilst grazing. They
are migratory, breeding in Northern countries, on the ground like
the Pipits; and they are said to lay similarly coloured eggs.
Several species are known in the Old World, each apparently
inhabiting s particular zone of longitude, and migrating South-
wards in winter. They have no song like Motacilla, only a double
chiirup.

There are, it is believed, only two species that visit India,

although the changes of plumage of one of them are so great,
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that several have been recorded; and even row there appears to
be some uncertainty about the changes of these and of others that

o

visit South-eastern Europe.

593. Budytes viridis, GumEeLIN.

Motacilla, apud GMELIN— B. beema, Sy s, Cat. 83 —B.neglecta,
and B. flava, JErboN, Cat. 135 and 136 bi=—B. melanocephala,
SYKES, Cat. 84, and JErRpON, Cat. 136 —brown, Ill. Zool, pl
33—DBryTH, Cat. 775 and 776—Horsr., Cat. 556 and 557—B.
dubius, fulviventer, and schisticeps, Hongs.—B. melanocephala,
Licur.—Riirp. F. Ab. pl. 33 f. 6— Filkya, H.

THE INDIAN FIELD-WAGTAL.

Descr.—The usual plumage of adult birds, in winter, is olive-
green above, with a white, or occasionally yellow, superciliary
mark ; beneath, the chin and throat whitish, the rest yellow, more
or less pure ; wings dusky, with two dull whitish yellow cross bands,
formed by the tips of the coverts, and the tertiils broadly margined
with yellowish ; tail black, slightly margined with greenish, and the
two outermost feathers on each side chiefly wlite. At the spring
moult, the whole cap, lores and ear-coverts chinge to a bluish ash-
grey, with, or without, a white or yellow supereilium, which how-
ever is not always present, and disappears evertually by the change
of color which takes place in the feathers themselves at a later
period. The lower parts, too, become more pue and bright yellow;
the chin is white, and the throat yellow, with itsla{eral border white.

A little later in the season, the lores and ear-coverts become
darker by a change in the feathers themselves; and finally change
to deep black ; and, in full breeding plumige, the whole cap,
lores, and ‘ear-coverts, are deep black. It i not certain if the
females ever assume the black cap, but it is piobable that they do,
and the only difference between the sexesis stated to be the
slightly duller plumage of the female.

Y ounc

g birds of the year are light brownis grey, purer on the

.
nape and rump; wings and tail dusky, the forner with two whitish
cross bands ; the tail darker than the wings, with the two outermost

feathers on each side nearly white ; beneath wlite, sometimes with

y 422 -
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a yellowish tinge, and a few brown marks on the breast; a white
supercilium alwsys present.

Bill black; legs black ; irides dusky brown. Length about 61
inches; extent 9¢; wing 3%; tail 23; bill at front %;; tarsus nearly g.

Some naturalists consider that the Black-headed Wagtails of
India are a distinct species from the common one, and Horsfield
yet retains Sykes' melanocephala, as Mr. Blyth and myself formerly
did. Most late writers on the ornithological Fanna of South-eastern
Europe maintainmelanocephala as distinet from the other European
species, not, hovever, stating its identity with the Indian bird,
but recording it ;0 be much more rare than the grev-headed species,
The distinctions between the various closely allied races are not
very exactly lid down. The species usually recognised are,
B. Rayi of Western Europe only ; B. flava, L. (neglecta, Gould)
of Europe geneually; B. cinereo-capilla, Savi, from Seuth-eastern
Europe; and the so-called B. melanocephala, of Lichtenstein and
Riippell, from Africa and S. Europe. DBonaparte has also B.
nigricapilla (melanocephala, Savi), from various parts of Europe;
and M. Feldegi is recorded, said to be intermediate between
cinereo-capilla, and melanocephala, probably wiridis in a state of
change. Of these, B. Rayi, at the breeding season, has the head,
lores, ear-coverts, pale olive, with a yellow supercilium, chin also
yellow. B. flave has, in the breeding plumage, the head, lores, and
ear-coverts always grey, with a white supercilium, and a white
chin, the throat being yellow, bordered by a white line ex-
tending from thz gape to below the ear-coverts; B. cinereo-capilla
appears by the description merely to differ from fleva by having
no superciliary mark, and the chin and throat being always white ;
whilst 5. melarocephala is stated to have the head black without
any supercilium, and the throat yellow. B. nigri.capillu is not deserib-
ed by Bonaparte, but is stated to occur in Italy, Dalmatia, Scan-
dinavia, and Lapland. Temminck states that .B. flava, of Europe,
is also found in Japan, in India, and the Mol uccas, not, however,
distinguishing it specifically from cinereo-capillcv and melanocephala,
which he givesas races of flava.

From the description of melanocephala of Sovathern Europe, there
is very little doubt that it is our Indian bird, w hich thus appears also
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to inhabit N. Africa, South-eastern Europe, and Western Asia,
When, with the grey head, a white supercilium be present, | do
not see how it can be discriminated from Aava, but the ear=
coverts and lores always appear to be a little darker. Is it possible
that those found in India with the white eyebrow may be hybrids
between it and fluva ? or, have we individuals of fluva mingling
with the majority of viridis? From cinereo-capilla it is distinguished
only by the throat being yellow instead of white. In spite of
these very close resemblances, we must consider it a distinet race,
as none of the other recognized species are recorded to assume a
black cap whilst breeding; and it has only been observed in Europe,
in the southern and eastern parts thereof * [ think it quite possi-
ble that all the individuals of viridis may not assume the black head
the first year, at all events, which would account for its being con-
sidered so much rarer than the allied species.  Birds in winter plus
mage of wviridis, cinereo-capilla and Mava appear to differ but lictle.

Of the range of wiridis in Central or Northern Asia, we have
no records. Pallas describes Jlava, -apyarently, as the common
species of Northern and Central Asia: and Swinhoe gives fluva
as the common Chinese species.  In this case our bird winters i
Afiica and India, and breeds in South-Eastern Europe, probably
also 1n \\'cstom and perhaps the more Southern parts of Central
Asia. M. Malherbe asserts that melunocephala does not nestle in
Sicily, nor in Tuscany, though cinereo- capilla does.

In India this Wagtail comes in towards the end of September,
and does not quit the North of India till the end of A April, or
beginning of May. ltis an ex eedingly abundan: bird in every
part of India, usually associating in considerable flocks, and feeding
among cattle, picking up the insects disturbed by their feet whilst
grazing, They also frequent damp meadow ground near rivers or
tanks, grain fields, where they may often be put up along with the
so called Ortolan ( Cu landrella brachydactyla) during the heat of the

day ; and, late in the season, they may always be seen taking

* But what are we to sa1; of B. nigracapilla, Bonap., found in the same localities as

Aava? Do old birds of flui a ever assume a black cap, or are these individuals hybrids
with wiridis !
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advantage of any shade, a tree, stone, small clump, or paling, to

shelter them from the fierce mid-day heat. Now and then a few

may be seen about houses, in gardens and roads; occasionally even
perching on a house top, or a wall, or paling, but very rarely on
trees. ,\l:m}' are snared at Calcutta and elsewhere to be served

on first arrival are in their first

up as Ortolan. Most of the |
plumage, but they soon complete the change to the winter livery
of the adult: and about the end of March, the new coronal feathers

make their appearance, and it is not, in oeneral, till the end of April

that individuals with a black cap are met with, The nidification
probably ' closely resembles that of B. flava, ¥ which is said to
breed in cornfields or meadows, or in deserted mole holes, &e., and

to lay several eggs of a greenish ;l.)\: h fleshy -poj,-

X i dod r’axaf}
. : —
o di, .[.,\f:-/-.._ 594,

9 PALLAS)
Motacilla, apud Parras—DB. calcaratus, and B. citreoloides,

s Il L
", HopaesoN—dJ ErpoON, Cat. 134—BryTH, Cat. 772—HogsF., Cat.
559—GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 144— Pani ka pilkya, H.
Tae YELLoW-HEADED WAGTAIL.
Descr.—In winter plumage, above light ash grey, with more or
less of the nape black or di ‘;‘ﬁ.\.', as algo, sometimes, the sides
of the breast; head, and beneath yellow, with dusky olivaceous on

the breast and flanks; wings dusky, the primaries edged greyish,

and the tertiaries margined with white ; wing-coverts broadly

tipped white, forming two broad white wing-bands; lower tail-

coverts more or less whit il black, with the outermost feathers

on each side white, except a portion ¢ f their inner web, and the
extreme base of the outer. In full breeding plumage the upper
parts become intense black, the yellow on the head and lower parts
much brighter and more brilliant ;
grey. Young birds have the whole upper parts brownish grey,

beneath dingy white, tinged yellow in some, and with a gorget

d the shoulders of the wings

of dusky spots; there is less white on the wing, and the super-

cilium, forehead, ear-coverts, and chin are genc rally yellow.

Bill and feet black; brown. Length 62 to 7 inches;
extent 101 ; wing 33 to 34 ta
long hind claw sometimes # of an inch.

34 ; bill at front nearly %; tarsus

s ﬂ ¥ 2
L(Bao'vu & - ~,&:&’4' R;‘r"t Hﬂa‘fc-k r "H el an
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This species is remarkable for the great length of the hind claw.

t is found all over India in the cold weather, 1 -‘-3:1;: }11'1};1511(31‘\‘, and

probably breeding in North-Eastern Europe and Northern Asia,

It is not very abundant, and is never found in dry places like the

last, but on the banks of rivers and lakes, and more particularly in
swampy ground, or in inundated rice fields, apparently affecting

concealment more than the others of this group. It has been

obtained in breeding plumage at
beautiful bird.

Besides the species of Budytes already alluded to, B. ophthal-

1§ .

issooree, and is then a very

mica from N. Africa, and

shaw, from the Moluecas,

are recorded. Does this last differ from viridis ?

Char.—General form that of Budy

claw of Motacilla, and a

e
This form aj

ypears L
Pipits, both in structure, coloration, and habits, in which Mr. Blyth

states that it appr

* group, but that it does not

e

rise singing in the air, nor is it known to have a song at all.
il. It was founded on a single

It does not appear to wag its ta
species,

595.

_ moricola, indica GuELIN.
Motacilla, apud GMELIN—DBLyTH, Cat, 765—HoRSF., Cat.
560—M. varieg

Tel.

ta, VIEILLOT—JERDON, Cat. 139— Uzhalla-jitta,

I'HE BLACK-BREASTED WAGTAIL.

T snnne Pliqy 7 1 O i e %
Descr.—Plumage above greenish olive brown ; beneath yellowish
white ; supercilit

band on the breast; the
lower one not complete in the centre, which unites laterally with
the upper one; wings blackish, with two broad white bands, and &
third at the base of the primaries, a fourth near the tips of the
secondaries, continued along the edge of the longest tertiary ; tail
with the middle feathers brown, the next dusky ; the outermost

white, with generally a brown outer margin, and blackish base;
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the penultimate with white only on its terminal half. Sexes alike.

Bill dusky above, lower mandible whitish ; legs whitish, tinged

- 34 ; tail

with purple-brown. Length 6 inches ; exter

22; tarsus

2%
The black-breasted Waotail is found throughout the whole

on, but is common nowhere, and

peninsula of

1e bare table-land of Central

AT W p .

. W. Provinces,® nor the

indeed rare in the South of

India, and it is not recorded from
Himalayas. It extends to Arracan, Burmah, Malacea, and some of
the Malavan Islands, where it is much more common than in Conti-

nental India. I have only it myself at Nellore, in my

own garden, and on nears not very un-

» to Blyth, at all seasons, It

common about Caleutta, and,

is quite a wood-loving species, never being found in the open

plains, nor, that I have scen, about rivers; being chiefly found
in shady gardens and orchards, and on roads in the forests. It

feeds on various inscets. Layard relates

is usually solitary, and
of its habits in Cevlon, that it scratches among the dung of cattle in

search of the larvee of insects, and hence it gets its Cinghalese name

Gomarita, or dung-spreader. It has no seasonal change of color-
ing, and appears to be fou d here, at all events in the more Northern
£

parts of India, all the year round.

ts or Titlarks, distinguished

The next group comprises the I
by their lark-like plumage and habits, but with a more slender form,

are closely connected

and much less breadth of &
with the Wagtails in their general structure, elongated tertials,
&c., but, in color, are nearer to the Larks, among which
some of them have been placed by Swainson and others. They

may, indeed, be considered as a link uniting the two tribes of

Dentirostres and Conirostres. 1n they are as much like

one as the other, frequenting grass meadows, fields, and open

B ; : = :
sandy plains, but not so familiar in their habits as the W u;_jhula'.
A few perch habitually on trees. They rise into the air singing,

but. lh) not ascend to anjy 1-51 ‘uh. OT S1n g i\l“‘_ll'?.l\ SO 1=‘?=:..1 as the Lln!\a 3

i S S TRAt R B hilv identified this bird, for he state
% T eannot think that Mr. Philipps has rightly identified this oird, for he Siatcs

that it frequents open fields in flocks of six on eight,
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and their notes are f

but hardly change thei oring at this time, or very slightly so;

le and monotonous. Thev moult in spring,

¢

:lll(l I]l\! }'()llﬂf_" |3§' Most are ¢ .‘-‘w‘ I like T:: J ia:!'\'(,'lli‘-‘, I!l(’)il;ﬂ’]l, iil a

few, the ])ul-.' z]-.}:_:‘in:b- o th athers assimilate them to the larks.

A few are migratory, others s mary. They are mostly inhabi-

tants ()[’ t}l(_' ()‘{'l \.\V‘Dt'l-'i Only A ' TwWo true .i"\‘l].l“ ])R"HIQ‘ l'olmd

in Australia, and in America, 1 ere are two or three genera

in the latter country, which i \ps belong to this group. The
bill is thicker than in the Wagtails, elevated at the base. They
live chiefly on insects, but ) eat grass seeds and other small
grain.

There are at least three or four distant types mow recognised
among the Pipits.

Syn. Dendronanth
Char.—Bill short, stout: tarsus e

claw short and

moderately curved. Plumao potted beneath,
The Tree-Pipits frequent trees, under which they feed;
they perch readily, and when seated, have a peculiar motion of their

taill up and down. Mr, arks that in confinement their

gait and manners are very different from those of the other Pipits,

veing more deliberate. They are micratory. and social in the

winter.

596. Pipastes

Anthus, apud Sykes, Cat, ODGESON—

1C !1]:_1.[[1,«. H
SR

141 LYTH, Cat. 7583—HoRrsr., Cat.

A. arboreus, JErRDON, (
62— Musarichi, Hind, worasant churi, of some Falconers—

Liku-gitta, Tel, 4. e. Blind bird
%

THE INDIAN TrREER-PIPIT.
Deser.—In winter 1l

age, above fine greenish olive, with
strongly marked dusky streaks on the crown, and some slight

dark centres to the dor

eneath white, with a faint
fulvous tinge, with larce

ark spots on the throat, breast, and flanks;
wing-coverts dark brown ; t

1¢ median, with yellowish white tips;
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the greater covertsbroadly edged with olive; the quills brown, edged
with olive; tail with the outermost feathers white terminally, and for
the greater part of both webs; the penultimate with a white tip ;
central feathers olive-brown ; the intermediate ones brown, with
olive edgings. In summer plumage, the upper parts are more
brown, and less olive, more broadly streaked with dusky centres, and
the under parts always pale fulvescent, passing to white on the
abdomen and lower tail-coverts.

Bill (hhk_\' above, dull fl

shy beneath ; legs pale fleshy brown;

irides dark brown. Lengt extent ¥1; wing 33%;

tail 2§ ; tarsus &;; bill af

The Indian Tree-Pipit is very similar to its European congener,
but appears to differ slightly. [t is found over all India in the
cold season, for it is a winter visitant only, coming early in October,
and departing about the end of April It frequents gardens,
groves, thin tree-jungle; also occasionally grain fields, beds of
woody streams, &e. It is social in its habits, many being generally
found together. They usually feed on the ground on various
insects, and also on seeds ; but, on being disturbed, fly up at once

1
|

to the nearest tree. They now and then feed on trees, hopping

about the upper branches, and occasionally snapping at an insect

on the wing. It is said by the natives to kill many mosquitoes,
hence some of the native names. Mr. Blyth says he has seen small
parties of them flying over their haunts, in a restless unsettled way,
now and then alighting on a tree, and uttering a slight chirp, and
continuing this till nearly dark. Tts flesh is used by Falconers as a
e

ri. and is said to be very delicate. It is taken

restorative to the Bh

in numbers for the table at Calcutta, and elsewhere in Bengal, and
sold as Ortolan. Colonel Sykes’ remark (which must have arisen
from a mistake), ¢ Found on open stony lands,” is of course, not
at all applicable to this bird, and misled many in identifying this

spuclc\' with his description.

597. Pipastes arboreus

syl f %,

Anthus, apud BeomsTRIN—A. trivialis, L.—GourLp, Birds of

Europe, pl. 189—Bryri, Cat. 752—HogsF., Cat. 561.
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Tar EuroreaN Tres-PrriT.

Deser.—Very similar to the last, but the tone of color less deep,

it is less distinctly striated on

the body, and more tinged with

fulvescent on the throat, breast, and under parts generally. It is
also somewhat smaller, the wing only measuring 3} ; the bill s
stronger, and the hind claw slightly more curved.

This species has been killed in the N. W. Provinces at Feroze-
pore, Mussooree, and even in Nepal. Adams (distinguishing it
from the last) says, “very common in the Lower Iimalayan
ranges.” It is found in Europe (where it breeds); wintering in
Africa; also in all Asia, Japan, &c. It is a fine songster, and
lives well in captivity. Gray, List of Birds from Molucca, P. Z 5.
1860, has A. arboreus, var., from Batchian. Is this agilis or

arboreus ?

598. Pipastes montanus, Jerpox.

Anthus, apud JErDON, J. A. S., XVI., 435—BryTH, Cat. 759—
A rufescens, JErRDON, Cat. 191.

Tae Hirn Tree-Preit.

Deser.—Plumage olive-yellow, the feathers centered with dark
brown; beneath, and supercilium, of a light rufous or tawny
tinge, darkest on the breast, which, with the flanks and abdomen,
are streaked with blackish brown ; tail with the outer feathers dull
fawn-white for the terminal two-thirds; the penultimate one has
the terminal third of the same hue, and both, with the antepenul-
timate, have their tips white.

Bill blackish; legs pale brown; irides dark brown. Length
about 6% inches; wing 34 ; tail 28 ; tarsus not quite 1 inch ; bill
at front .. Bill strong, short; hind claw well curved, neatly
14 long.

The Hill Pipit has hitherto only been found on the top of the
Neilgherties, where itis a permanent resident, and tolerably abun-
dant. It frequents grassy hills there, being very commonly found
near the woods, and, on being disturbed, flying up and perching
on trees. It feeds chiefly on various insects and grass seeds. I

can hardly imagine that it is restricted to the limited.hill plateaus of
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Southern India, most of this tribe having a wide geographical dis-
tribution, and I have little doubt that it will hereafter be found
more widely dispersed.

2nd.—Titlarks.
The next group may be specially designated as the Titlarks, in

which the plumage of the young birds resembles that of young
Larks, the feathers being more on less pale edged.
Gen. CorYDALLS, Vigors.
Char.—Bill stout; rictal vibrissm occasionally present; tarsi

moderately long. In these birds the spring moult scarcely causes
any change of colour from the hues of winter.

There are two very distinet types in this genus, the first with
streaked plumage and long hind claw ; the other, with the plumage
but little streaked, and a short hind claw.

The first species is remarkable for its very elongated hind claw,

approximating it to Macronyxz of Africa.

599. Corydalla Richardi, VieiLvor.

Anthus, apud VieiLor—JErpox, Cat. I42—BryTH, Cat. L&FEx
755—HogsF., Cat. 563—GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 139.
¢ ¥ = - [ & s

Toe LARGeE Marso-Prprr.

Deser.—Dusky brown above, the feathers edged pale olive-
brown; beneath, and supercilium, fulvous white, deeper on the breast
and flanks, paler on the belly and throat, and marked on the breast
and sides of the throat with a few lengthened dusky spots ; tail with
the terminal two-thirds of the outermost, and nearly as much of the
next, dull white, obliquely separated from the dusky colour of the
base. The summer plamage is darker, the edgings more distinct.

Bill dusky above, yellow at base of lower mandible, and more or
less to the tip ; legs yellowish brown; soles bright yellow ; inside
of mouth also bright yellow; irides brown. Length 7% to 8
inches; extent 121; wing 3 tail 3} ; tarsus 143 bill at front
3 hind claw % to £.

The young bird has the feathers edged whitish, and is of the

same tint beneath, with very faint spots. Mr. Blyth remarks that it

e
-
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closely resembles the only Titlark of Australia, A. australis, which
however has shorter toes and claws; but the same naturalist has
procured specimens from the vicinity of Calcutta, that make an
CK(_‘QH(HNQ]}' near LL[xJ)l‘U:l\‘IJ to the Australian bird, which therefore
p(:*rh;lps may be found in the Eastern portion of Northern and

Central Asia. Bonaparte, however, I see, has C. sinensis, ‘like

I
Richardi, but smaller and more rufous beneath.’

This large Pipit occurs throughout the greater part of India,

being only found in the cold weather, up to about the end of
April. It is found from Nepal and the Ilimalayas to the extreme
South ; more rare in Southern India, especially in the Carnatic;
but tolerably common, indeed abundant, in Lower Bengal.
It is also found in Ceylon, in Burmah, aud other counries
to the eastward. It always affects swampy or wet ground,
grassy beds of rivers, edges of tanks, and especially wet rice
fields, either singly or in small parties. Its flight is strong, elegant,
and undulating, and it flies some distance in general before 1t
alights again. Swinhoe says that it is very ochreous on arrival
in China, but that this wears off; perhaps he here alludes to
the race alluded to above as Sinensis, Bonap. Out of India, 1t
occurs in Europe, Africa and Asia generally, rare in DBritain,
It is brought in large numbers to the Calcutta market, and sold

as Ortolan.

600. Corydalla rufula -ViemLor,

Anthus, apud VierLLor—BryTH, Cat. 757—HorsF., Cat. 566
—A. agilis, apud Jerpon, Cat. 190 —A. malaiensis, EYTON—
Cichlops ubiquitarius, HopesoNx—Rugel, H.,—Chachari, H., at
Monghyr. Gurapa-mad: jitta, Tel.

TEE INDIAN TITLARK.

Deser.—Plumage above pale olive-brown, the feathers centered
with dusky brown ; beneath earthy or fulvous white, the fulvous
most (.}o\'L‘]f)pml on the hl‘c:w[; chin white; breast and sides of
throat marked with dusky brown striz ; supercilium fulvous white
outermost tail-feathers almost all white ; the penultimate white on
the whole outer-web, and also a considerable portion, obliquely,

of the inner web.
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Bill dusky above, yellowish at base of lower mandible ; irides

brown; legs fleshy yellow with a tinge of brown. Lencth 6% §
;

to 63 inches; wing 3 to 3}; tail 2} to 2%; tarsus about 1; bill

‘ 4
at front 2.

e . . R o . 1
T'his species varies a good deal 1n sg1ze and Imﬂultmll

Blyth says that it is almost an exact miniature of A. Richardi,
except in its proportionally short tail, and rather smaller feet, It
was generally considered the same bird as A. Malaiensis of Eyton,
and to be diffused through the Malayan provinces ; but Horsfield, |
in his Catalogue, puts that species as distinct.

Its breeding plu]‘,[;‘.‘r_r.g. does not appear to differ from the winter-
dress.

This is one of the most common, abundant, and generally
spread birds in India, being found in every part of ‘the
country, except on the highest elevations; and throughout most
parts of Assam and Burmah. It frequents fields, compounds,
and open grass plains, the sandy beds of rivers, edges of tanks,
&c. It runs rapidly on the ground, and when raised, does not fly
far. It feeds on insects and grass seeds. [t makes its nest on
the ground in April and May, under a slight prominence, or in a
tuft of grass, or af the edge of a bush; andlays three or four eggs
of a gl‘ccmsh oround cnhn'. with numerous small brown specks,
chiefly on the large: - end. Its song is a mere repetition of one
ht of a few feet from

note, during its dcscum from a short

the ground.

601. Corydalla striolata, Bryra.

Anthus, :11)11(1]5141"111. J. A. S., XVI,, 435—BLyrH, Lat. 758 —
Jerpow, 2nd Suppl. Cat. 190 bis—A. thermophilus, HODGSON,

(name only)—IIORSF., Cat. 565.
Tae LARGE TITLARK.
Descr.—Very similar to A. rufulus, but larger, the markings

more distinct, and the breast much more spotted, the general tinge

at the same time being more fulvous.
Leneth about 7% inches ; wing 31 tail 3; tarsus 11 ; hind claw

45 bill at front nearly %
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We are not thoroughly acquainted yet with the geographieal
distribution of this species, which might be sometimes overlooked
as a large specimen of the last. Mr. Hodgson sent it from Nepal.
Blyth first procured it from Darjecling, where I found it tolerably
common about the Station, and in stubble fields. I also procured
it in the Nellore District, in the South of India, generally near low
bushy hills, not approaching houses like the last; it is not rare
at Saugor, in Central India, in similar localities ; and it probably
will be found more or less, throughout India, during the cold
weather. It does not breed, that I am aware of, in India, even at
Darjeeling, coming in towards the end of September. Swinhoe
records that it visits China during the winter. I know nothing
further of its habits, but that it has a stronger flight than 4. rufula,
and frequently takes shelter under trees or shrubs.

C. Hasselti, Brehm, from Java, is recorded, perhaps the same as
malayensis,if that species be really distinct from rufula; and 4.
euonyx, Caban., may be another synonym. Blyth has also Cory-
dalla infuscata, from the Philippines.

3rd Stone-pipits, or Lark Pipits.
Gen. AGRODROMA, Swainson.

Hind claw comparatively short ; bill moderately strong ; plumage
more uniform and less streaked.

The Lark Pipits habitually frequent more bare, rocky, and stony
ground than any of the preceding groups, and some affect chiefly
mountainous or hilly regions. Besides the obsolete character of

, 74, & 25 /A the markings of the plumage noted above, the outer tail feathers

have less white, and more sullied in its tint. None of the three
species inhabiting India are peculiar to it.

602. Agrodroma campestris, Liv.
Alauda, apud Linnzus

Bryra, Cat. 760—A rufulus, apud
JERDON, Cat. 192—A rufescens, TeEMM.—GouLD, Birds of Europe,
pl. 137—Chillu, H.
THE STONE-PIPIT.
Descr.—General tone of plumage pale rufous grey, some of the
feathers, especially of the head, centred with dusky, those on the
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back scarcely so at all; beneath, and supereiliary stripe, pale fawn
color, whitening on the throat and vent ; breast very faintly marked
with brown streaks ; a brown stripe from the gape below the ears,
and another from the lower edge of the under mandible, down
the throat of each side ; wing-coverts brown, broadly edged with
pale fawn color; the two centre feathers of the tail brown, edged
with fawn, the outermost nearly all of that color; the penultimate
tipped and edged only, and the remainder deep brown.

Bill horny above, pale fleshy-yellow beneath ; legs fleshy yellow,

irides brown. Lenegth nearly 7 inches; extent 102: wing 3%
o y ! 4 1 D 10

e

tail 28 to nearly 3; tarsus 14; bill at front % ; hind toe and

107

claw 5 ; the latter much more curved, and shorter than in C.
rufula.

The Stone-pipit is found in suitable places throughout India. [
have found it most abundant in the Dececan, at Mhow in Central
India, and on the Eastern ghauts ; it is rare in the Carnatic; Blyth
has it from Midnapore, and the N. W. Provinces. It frequents
barren, open, stony land; and is never found in rich pastures
or meadows, like C. rufula, from which it otherwise differs
but little in its manners. 2 Odt of India, it occurs in parts
of Eastern Europe, Asia, and North Africa. It breeds in this
country. In Palestine it is recorded as frequenting the higher
plains and hills.

The next two birds belong to a slightly different type. They
are of large size, with plainer and less spotted plumage; the bill
is somewhat more curved towards the tip, and the hind claw is
well curved. Moreover they possess a minute 1st primary, as was
ascertained by Blyth, which is not present in any other of this
sub-family, except in the aberrant Enicurt.

I was the first to notice these birds in India, though I did not
at the time consider them distinet ; but Mr. Blyth identified them

with the African birds described by Riippell.

603. Agrodroma cinnamomea, RiiPPELL.
Anthus, apud RiipPELL—A. similis, JERDON, Cat. 193 (in
part)—BLyrs, Cat. 754 (in part)—JRDON, 11l Ind. Orn., pl. 45,

A
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Tar Rurovs Rock-PIPIT.

Descr.—Upper parts dusky olive-brown, the feathers more or
less edoed with pale ferruginous, deepest on the margins of the
wing-feathers ; beneath, and supereiliary stripe, ferruginous,
with narrow brown streaks on the foreneck and breast; chin and

tail, with its outermost feathers dark, obliquely

throat dull w
tipped for its terminal third with ruddy whitish, which extends up

the narrow outer web to near its base; and the penultimate feather

is tipped, 1 of an inch only, with the same.

Bill dusky, pale at the base of lower mandible; legs fleshy;

P it e o
irides brown. Length 8} inches; wing 375 ; tail 3 6;; tarsus lyg;

0

I procured this fine Pipit on the Segoor Pass of the Neilgherries,

hind toe A+ hind law (jf:?a\'?{](zl'u'!w]y curved.

seated on rocks by the road side, and occasionally descending to
the Toad to feed on various insects. I believe that it breeds on the
hills, for T procured one specimen in nestling plumage. It has
hitherto I believe not been noticed by any other observer in this
country. Uut of India 1t is UM“; hitherto recorded from A'Dy.-;silliﬂ,
but it will probably be found in various p:Lrls of Western

Asia. clt&/‘]“ 7 ‘*: f.a..f’t.

604. A:-‘E',kgrndrm;:m sordida, i. ilPPELL.
PPELL, N. W. |

JERDON, Cat. 193 (in part); and B

Anthus, apud R L. 39, f. 9—A. similis, apud
LYTH, Cat. 754 (in part).

'l

Tar Brown Rock-prpiT.
Deser.—Very similar to the last ; colors duller, and not so ru-
fous, being of a dull earthy brown, darker on the wings and tail,
the feathers edged paler; a fawn coloured supm'r!iiiary stripe, and

ine; beneath, the chin and throat

a faint brown mandibular s
whitish, and the rest of the body rufescent-vinous or fawn color,
with a few indistinet brown blotches: central tail-feathers dark
brown: outer ditto rufescent.

Length inches; wing nearly 4; tail 3%; bill at front 2;

tarsus- 11 ; hind toe and claw

16
I procured specimens of this large Pipit at Jalna in the Deccan,

on rocky ground, and at the edge of stony ravines; also on stony

L
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plains. I noticed at the time that, in their flight, they appeared
to flap their wings more frequently than Pipits usually do.
Blyth has obtained it from the N. W." Himalayas, and Horsfield’s

specimens are from Shikarpore, and Kumaon. It appears to be
common in the Alpine Punjab, whence specimens were sent by
Mz, Theobald ; and it also inhabits Africa.

Several other Tit-larks are recorded by authors from Africa, €

most of which appear to belong to this genus. Bonaparte has
A. australis, Swainson, from Oceanica, and two other species

from the same region.

4th.—True-Pipits.

Gen. ANTHUS (as restricted).

. Bill and tarsus slender, and the latter short; form lighter and
more like Budytes, to which it is nearly allied ; hind claw mode-
rately long, slightly curved.

The True-Pipits have a greater change of plumage at the vernal
i moult than any of the Tit-larks, and the young resemble their
g parents.

There are two slightly differing forms in this genus; one typified
by A. pratensis of Kurope, to which the generic name Spipola,

Leath, is applied by Gray; the other, with aquaticus for its type,
restricted Anthus of Gray; but they are barely separable, the

winter plumage of both being very similar. The only Indian
member of this group belongs to the last.

X 605. Anthus cervinus, Parras,

Motacilla, apud Panuas—Bryrm, Cat. 764—A. rosaceus, Hopa-
soN—Hogrsr.,, Cat. 568—A. miuuﬁcu*, apud BLyTH, olim—A.
rufo-superciliaris, Buyrm, J. A. S , XXIX., 105—A. pratensis,
apud GouLp? and BLYTH-—A. j¢ q)rmum TeMM. and SCHLEGEL ?

Tar VINOUS-THROATED PIpIl.
Deser.—In winter plumage, tawny brown above, with dark

centres to the feathers, and two indistinct pale wing bands; lores, |

face, and superciliary streak, dull ferruginous; beneath, the chin

and throat, white, bordered by a dark line ; the rest of the plumage

s white tinged more or less with iul\ ous, especially on the flanks,

,ﬂf 5‘:{‘ ﬁ féthosl#d- ‘W'—“‘ hb&i‘r/{‘/& bf’ﬁlﬁa‘f
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and with large oblong dark spots or blotches on the breast, upper
abdomen, and flanks, disappearing on the lower belly, vent and
under tail-coverts; the outermost tail-feather nearly half of a
sullied white color, the next with only a white spot near the tip.

In summer, the chin, neck, throat, and breast become of 3 famt
vinous or dull roseate tint, and the spots on the breast disappear,
or become very faint ; the lores, supercilium, and round the eyes,
partake of the same vinous tinge; the upper plumage becomes
a richer olive-brown, with dusky blotches, and the wing-bands are
more conspicuous, broader, and paler; the bend of the wing and
margins of the secondaries are somewhat-yellowish green, nof
always observable ; the axillaries, and inner margins of the wings
beneath, incline to sulphur yellow.

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs brown ; irides brown.
Length about 6 inches; wing 3} ; tail 2%; Dbill at front ;%;
tarsus 12 ; hind claw , thin, and very r-li\' itly curved.

In the yellowish tints on part of this bird, and its slender form
there is a marked approach to Budytes.

From the synonyms adopted, it will be seen that I consider
Hodgson’s species, adopted by Horsfield, to be the same as Pallas
bird; and moreover that the pratensis of Gould is probably
the same bird, as A. prafensis, apud Blyth (afterwards rufo-
superciliaris), certainly is. This Mr. Blyth himself ascertained,
though he has not yet published it. I can see no difference in the
descriptions of A. rufogularis by Temminck, or in the figure in
the work on Egypt, from Himalayan specimens, to warrant the
separation of the Indian bird ; and ceroinus, Pallas, is given by
Jonaparte and others as the same bird., 'The distinctions between
this species and aquaticus are obvious.

It has been found on the Himalayas, where it appears to
breed; in China; also rarely in Burmah, the Andamans, in Siam,
and in Western India, if Mr. Gould’s bird be found to be the sam®
In the Himalayas it frequents the higher elevations chiefly, and the
interior of the hills. I did not myself procure it at Darjeeling,
but specimens were obtained in Sikhim by Lieutenant Beavan; and
Mr. Hodgson procured it in Nepal. Out of India, it occurs in
various parts of Asia, the East of Kurope, and Northern Africa.

T
g
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1t is quite possible that A. pratensis may also be found in
the Western parts of India, and, if so, ‘'must be introduced into

the Indian Fauna. A. Cegilléy- Aud., from Southern Europe, is

separated by some authors#but apparently without sufficient cause.
The allied species, A. aguaticus, Bechst. (spinoletta, L., apud
Bonap.), of Kurope, occurs chiefly in mountainous regions far in-
land. Adams, No, 115 of his List of Birds from India,* has an

Anthus from Ladakh, similar to trivialis, but with: the throat and

neck mouse-brown. This corresponds so well to A. aquaticus,

also figured by Savigny, Egypte, pl. 5, f. 5, that I have very little
doubt that it is the same. It may cross the frontier and be found
within our limits, but I shall not include it at present. A,
obscurus, found on the sea coasts of Europe, belongs to restricted

Anthus.

The next form was considered at first to be of a somewhat
anomalous character, and its affinities with the Pipits were not
recognised.

{ Gen. HETERURA, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill'deep and strong ; culmen ref_ﬁllarly arched; feet and
legs robust; wings with the first five primaries subequal; tail-
feathers attenuated to a point at the tip; tarsus and feet strong ;

hind toe long, claw not equal to it, slightly curved.

This genus was ranged by Sir W. Jardine near Malacocercus
and Megalurus ; but its pointed wing and general structure are quite
against that view. Itis, in fact, essentially a thick-billed Pipit,
and the character of the tail-feathers given above is also shown

o 10 Pipastes. The plumage is thick about the nape, and its figure
is somewhat more robust than in the other Titlarks. In its habits
it is monticolous.

606. Heterura sylvana, Hopgsox.
Jard., Contr. Ornith, pl.—BLyTH, Cat. 751.
Tae Upranp PipiT.

Descr.—Above streaked brown, the feathers having broad, dark,

brown medial lines, edged with pah‘ rufous brown; the tail brown,

* P, Z. 8. 1868, p. 485.
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the central feathers edged pale brown; the outermost white for
about a third, the next with a small terminal white tip; and usually
the antepultimate also with a slight white tip ; supercilium, and
entire lower parts, dull earthy albescent, the feathers all black
shafted, forming very faint dark lines.

Bill dusky above, yellowish beneath ; legs pale cinercous; irides
brown. Length not quite 7 inches; wing 3 ; tail 2%; bill at front
1; tarsus %; hind toe and claw nearly &.

This bird is, says Mr. Hodgson, ‘¢ exclusively monticolous, being
found in the uplands of the central region of Nepal; feeds on
gl‘ylli, other insects and seeds ; its nest 1s made loosely of grass,
and the eggs bluish, thickly spotted.” [t appears to occur
throughout the Himalayas, apparently taking the place there of
Pipastes montanus of the Neilgherries. Adams records that it 1s
common on the grassy hill sides of the lesser ranges southwards of
the valley of Cashmere.

The genera Seiurus and Muscisaxicola of America are by some
placed among the Wagtails, though they differ structurally by
their more rounded wing. There are however one or two ufic
doubted species of dnthus {or Corydalla) in North America;

and several from South America.

Fam. AMPELIDZ.

Syn. Pipride, Vigors and Horsfield.

Tarsus short or moderate; feet fitted for perching, in some
groups strong and scansorial; wings moderate ; tail short oF
moderate: bill various, usually strong, somewhat conic ; often of
bright, showy, and variegated plumage.

In this, the last dentirostral family, we have an assemblage of
birds considerably varied in their structure and coloration;
but, as a general rule, of brighter and richer plumage than the
majority of dentirostral birds; the Pitie and short-legged Thrushes
alone approach them in this respect, and some of these latter are
very similarly colored.

The majority of this family appear to be peculiar to America,
but, in the 01d World, there are several representatives, one groups
the Parine, or Titmice, being found throughout the 0ld Continent
and North America. Some of them are strictly fruit-eaters,
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others feed readily on buds, and many chiefly live on insects,

though fl‘ct'ly p:ll‘!;ﬂ{ill:'_;‘ of vegetable matter. I differ much from

Gray and various other Ornitholo

in which .‘-"Ll‘zlﬂ‘s_ft'l‘\'. as it appears to me, the Dicrurinee and the

in the extent of this group,

Artamine are placed, and, perhaps, with more show of justice,
the Campephagine, one group of which does evince considerable
affinities for some of the Ampelide.

Gray divides them into Pachyeephaline, including many Indian
forms with a few Australian; Piprine, Ampeline, and Gymnoderine,
the last three strictly American (except the Malayan Calyptomena ) ;
and the three sub-families above, which I have placed among the
Shrikes. I include in it, besides the American sub-families Ampe-
line, Piprine and Virconine, the Mniotiltine, Gray, the Oceanic
Pachycephalinee (with Pardalotus), the Asiatic Lelotrichine, the
Parine, and Accentorine.

Nearly all, with the exception of one group of doubtful location,
are strictly arboreal, and some of them have large strong feet, well
fitted for clinging to branches. A few of them approach the
Shrikes, from which they may be distinguished by their mixed diet,
and more variegated colors ; and some, chiefly American, resemble
the short-legged Thrushes ; many are very similar to Warblers, with

mizable by a more conic

which they probably unite, but are rec

and pointed bill, in general a peculiar mode of coloration, and
stronger feet, with shorter tarsus; some few have been placed as
Fly-catchers, but differ by their mixed diet and much stouter bill;
and, lastly, the Accentors evince some affinities for the Finches and
Larks, some of the members of the same family also approximating
the Thrushes.

Sub-fam. LBIOTRICHINZE.

Bill usually short, more or less wide at the base, lengthened
and slightly curved in a few, entire in some, notched in others ;
tail short or moderate, even or slightly rounded tarsi short, stout;
feet strong, claws moderately curved, sharp.

This family, allowed by all Ornithologists to belong to the
Ampelide, is, according to our views, compose chiefly of birds
confined to Himalavas, and the hill ranges to the South-east,
extending throuch ﬁuvm:dL There are, however, a few exceptions.

2 H
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One genus is found in the Palearctic regions and North America;

and the Australian Pardalotus probably enters this sub-family;

Jonaparte, chinee, though in a

1 » 1=
separate 'wo or three of the Indian“genera have a

somewhat wi on than that stated above, beine found
: NELT B e ¢ ’

in the Malayan Archipela [his v related to the
Parinee that the limits of each are

1

The plumage 1s very wvarled, in most c markinos on

1 1 r
ALy coloured ; alew

only w ajority are of small size, one or

two attaining the size of
small. Several are highly

1

have the

ol them

re or }i”‘: 3

feathers of the l

mo They feed on buds,
sceds, fruits, and insects, nidificate on trees, and the eces of the

few known are white,

reddish spots. They may be
sub-divided into the -tits (Cochoe) ; the Hill-tits

Leiotrichee ; and the

tits, Cochoece.

Gen. Cocmoa, Hodeson
Syn. Oreias, Temm. ?

Char.—Bill short, wide at the base, depressed, st

slightly bent and notched ; wroe and advanced, with a

few short hairs incumben

's rather long, some-

nd and 3rd graduating, 4th quill
e, nearly even, the outer feathers

her short and stout.; feet moderate;

toe and hind toe

moderately curved.

H e ¥ 3 1.2 v
Head moderate bigoer than a Thrush;

ray in the sub-family ‘i.i.'zlu(‘f(‘l!({’, all
e | B r a 34
erican. Bonaparte places it
next to frena in the Fdoliine. Blyth, too, places it at the end of
the Ampelide, but says of doubtful location, and affined to

Pteruthius. Concurring in this last view of its aflinities, I have

AT e TR T e o P 1 p . .
withdrawn it from the New World family, and placed it next to

3 TP . . . DO ~ . . e
Pteruthius, in the Leiotrichine Group, of which it forms a separate

C

division, distinguished by its large size, and partially terrene
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habits. Horsfield cls
‘F

sses 1t next to Bombycille (which certainly

belongs to this sub-family), but in his Zodide, a fissirostral group.

607. Cochoa pur Hopasox.

J. A. S, V. 359—XII., 450 (with figure)—GouLp, Birds of
Asia, pt. 1, pl. 13—Bryrm, Cat. 1175—Horsr.,, Cat. 631—

0, | T "7 3 7
vocho, ,\-m:ml.-—--—,.",.-u i.‘tﬂf.n'if;':‘:'w!: 1

>

Tae Purrre THRUSH-TIT.

Deser.—Head lavender-blue grey; loves, eyebrows, and ear-

coverts black ; upper plumage ashy le ; wings light purple or

soft grey blue, more or less purpurascent; the primaries black with

a broad pale lavender band at their base; primary coverts and
primaries black, and the secondaries broadly tipped with pure

black ; the tail 1i »; plumage beneath

1t purple with black tij
brownish purple.

The female is reddish brown where the male is purple; and the

upper part of the wings also is brown ; w ing spot and tail as in the

male, but duller. The young bird is dusky black above, the head

whitish with black edgings, and beneath red brown with dusky

bands.
Bill and

inches ; extent 17 ; wing 5% ; tail 4% ; bill at front §; tarsus 1.

black ; irides dark brown. Length nearly 11
{ ¥

This elegantly-plumaged bird has only been procured in Nepal
and Sikhim. I found it very rare near Darjeeling, and only ,

obtained one specimen, which was shot at a considerable elevation,

s “ They are common to all the three

above 8,000 feet. Hodgson say
repions of Nepal. They are shy in their manners, adhere exclu-
sively to the woods, live solitarily or in pairs, breed and moult but

once a vear, nidificate on trees, and feed a

oround and on trees. I have taken from their stomachs several

Mollusea, and sundry kinds

\ : 3 :
sorts of stony berries, small uni

simple,

. P o . 1 b 6T 4
of aquatic insects.” Hodgson further adds, [he
. . . R ~wlar v
flat, with a subjagged tip, and the stomach 1s muscular, with
a tough grooved lining.”
608. Clochoa viridis, HobpaGsox.
; : . irds of Asi:
J. A. S, V. 359—BryTtH, Cat. 1174—GOULD, Birds of Asia,

}'lt. 1, 1)] I
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GREEN THRUSH-TIT.

Descr.—Head, nape, and back of neck, fine cobalt blue, clearest
on the lt)'{t_‘:l‘\‘.“ l 1”i\‘.‘. and narrow :—“.‘.}J\‘:&_‘::Hi:\. ],'l;ll‘i{; ear-coverts
blue black ; a small nude space behind the eye, as im Thrushes;

])(_)(‘%‘f Ll}JlJ\'\,‘ "“L‘” ‘I_‘l‘:\; .,fJ‘-‘\']ll Jt‘-"u‘ '\\‘H‘."_" coverts g]'gcu \\'Ml
1

black lunules : median coverts green tipped black ; greater coverts

LC

pale blue externally, green on the inner, web, with black tips; p-

mary coverts blue as the base, black tipped ; primaries and secon-
daries black, with a pale blue band at their base ; tail dull cobalt
blue, with a black tip ; beneath green, as on the back, tinged
bluish on the throat and lower abdomen.

In one specimen, perhaps a female, the secondaries are olive-
brown in place of blue, and the colors generally are paler.

3ill black ; legs fleshy brown ; irides brown. Length 11 inches;

Hml\‘_f,-{m states that the young bird or the female

is much lunated with black, and that the soft blue of the wings is

smeared w ith brow

This species a than the last, and I did not

procure a specimen whilst at Darjeeling. It has only been obtained

in Nepal and Sikhim. Major Tickell informs me that he pro-
but in summer it

. . rr 5
1 winter, near ursiong ;

cured one

o)

m)pan;:ﬂu\' keeps to great elevations, not being found i gcnm'ul
below 8,000 feet.

Letotrichece.

th some allied forms, and

PHLI:—‘ (11\'1\1!3;; con .“ Ptlerul )2
Leiothriz. They are birds of small

strongly . marked, variegated colours; are arboreal in their

or moderate size, usually with

habits, and most of them associate in small flocks, feeding on in-
sects, fruits and buds; and some of them have a pleasing song.
The bill is varied, short in most, in some strong and Shrike-like, m
others more slender.
Gen. PTERUTHIUS, Swalnson.

Syn. - Allotrius, Temm.

Char.—Bill short, stout, curved at the tip, and hooked, moderately
vide at the base, not compressed, notched ; nares basal, apert, but

overlaid by a few bristles ; wings moderate, 3rd, 4th, and 5th quills
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o
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ub 1|

about equal and longest; tail short, somewhat rounded, or nearly
even; tarsus rather short; toes moderate, with the laterals equal
and much syndactyle; hind toe long, claws well curved.

This genus, formerly placed among the Laniade, and still
retained there by Horsfield, is properly referred here by Swalnson,
Gray, and others. [L comprises the largest species of this pecu-
liar group, and the bill attains its maximum in depth and strength,

being, indeed, very Shrike-like

609. Pteruthius erythropterus, Viecors
Lanius, apud Vieors.—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds, pl. 11—
Bryrn, Cat. 507—HorsrieLp, Cat. 227—GouLp, Birds of Asia,
pt. VIIL, plL 8.
Tae REDWINGED SHRIKE-TIT.

Descr.—Male, head black; rest of the upper plamage a light

plumbeous grey ; wings black ; tertiaries chesnut-red internally,:

lulmu:—}x without, and hlac x,__L;,pr)ui a white superciliary stripe ;
e e o ,

tips of the primary quills, and the body beneath, white ; tail black,

and some of the extreme feathers of the upper tail-coverts also

Yl edged black.

The female has the head grey, the back, wings, and tail, grey,
with a green smear on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wings pale
. olive-green, dusky extern: ally ; primaries tipped white, and the pri-
mary coverts blac ’k ; beneath dingy white, tinged with reddish ash ;

tail, as the wings, with the central feathers, tipped with whitish.

Bill black; legs pale fleshy; irides dark brown. Length
mches ; extent 11; wings 3} ; tail 24 bill at front % ; tarsus 15

The red- \\mwo:l Pteruthius is found throughout all the Hmm-
layas from the N. W. to Bootan, extending also into the hill
ranges of Assam. At Darjeeling it i‘l'Ctlll(;‘llt*i the zone -from
2,500 feet to nearly 6,000 feet; lives in small flocks, flying from
tree to tree with a lively mellow call, and feeding at times on
fruit, at other times on soft insects.

610. Pteruthius rufiventer, Bryr.

J. A. S, XI. 183 and 945—BryrH, Cat. 506—HORSFIELD,
Cat. 228—GRAY, Gen. of Birds, pl. 66—GouULD, Birds of Asia,
pt. VIIL, pl. 9.
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Tne RUrous-BELLIED SHRIKE-TIT.
Descr.—Male, the head above and nape deep black ; back «and
upper tail-coverts dark chesnut; wings and tail shining black,
the latter tipped ferruginous, as are the secondaries, and the
longest of the tertiaries; lores, ear-coverts, and below the eyes,
deep black ; throat, foreneck and breast pure ashy, the rest of the
under parts from the breast, pale brownish cinereous with a pateh

of golden yellow on each side of t

he breast, bordering the gray;
and the flanks ferruginous. The female differs in having the
upper parts, wings, and middle of the tail feathers, green; and
only the rump and upper tail-coverts ferruginous; sides of the
head grey.

Bill black ; length 7% inches; wing 3%; tail 33 ; bill at front §;
tarsus 1%.

I did mot procure this species myself, but it was originally

sent from Darjeeling, and has since been found by Hodgson

in Nepal. It differs from the last structurally by its more

slender and less hooked bill. p

Allotrius flaviscapis, Temm., from Java, appears to be a typieal
Pteruthius.

The next form differs in its small size.
7] Gen. ArvoTrius, Temm. (restricted).

Char.—Of small size; the bill strongly hooked and notched ;
tarsug longer than in Pleruthius ; tail 11«:;1"5__‘.' even.

This form differs but .ai':‘-_"hl:.\' from. the last, and is barely worthy
of sel'nlj'ul'rrm,h‘.n the genus 1s adopted by some (')yni[_]m‘,(.‘-_fiap;.
[ts mode of coloration is somewhat different, ¥

611. Allotrius cenobarbus, TeyyiNck.

Y LA A

i el B \ 88
Pl Col. 589, f. 22=Pt. melanotis, (the male’ and P. xanthochlors
p———————— Y nb— - ———
(the female), HopesoN—BrytH, Cat. 1883—Horsr., Cat. 226—
GouLp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIIL, pL 11 and 12 - Ku-er-pho, Lepch.
THE CHESNUT-THROATED SHRIKE-TIT.
Descr.—Male, above vernal green with the forehead yellowish,
and the nape slaty; ear-coverts mixed black and yellow; wing
coverts blue grey externally, dusky black within, and with

whitish edges to the tips ; tail with the central feathers green, the

outer pair pure white, the rest tipped white, and the pair next the
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central pair just edged with white ; beneath, the chin, throat, and
top of breast, are bright chesnut; the rest of the body bright yellow,
greenish on the flanks and under tail-coverts. (The female has
the top of the head bright slaty, the rest of the plumage above
vernal green, as in the male ; tail tipped _}"l,’H“i"\'; throat white, the
rest of the body beneath bright yellow.

Bill plumbeousy-legs fleshy white; irides light brown. Length

42 inches; wing 2%1; tail 1§; bill at front §; tarsus 13.

This curious little bird has been found in Nepal, Sikhim, Bootan,
and the Khasia Hills. I got several specimens from the neigh-
bourhood of Darjeeling. though I did not myself observe it there ;
but I have since seen it abundant near Cherra Poonjee. It asso-
ciates in small flocks, is lively, and hunts the extreme branches of
trees. 1 found remains of fruits and seeds in some. which |

examined, but others had only eaten insects.

Gen. Cutia, Hodgson.

Syn. Heterornis, Hodgs.

Char.—Bill moderately long, strong at the base, higher than
broad, slightly arched throughout, compressed, barely emarginate ;
culmen keeled: nares broad, lunate, sub-basal; rictus nearly
smooth; wings moderate, firm, the first three graduated ; 4th and
5th quills longest ; tail short, nearly square, firm ; tarsus moderate,
strong, almost smooth ; feet strong, lateral toes unequal, middle toe

not lonc : hind toe larce and strong ; nails moderately bent.

This genus is placed by Horsfield in the 7%Wmaline, between
Af{‘r'[i[lt,’ and Timalia. li!u\ th puts it next to Pteruthius, as does
Bonaparte. Gray makes it a Starling, near Saraglossa. From its
mode of - coloration and habits, I have no hesigation in placing it
here. .

612. Cutia nipalensis, Hopcsox.

J. A. 8., V., 774—BryTH, Cat. 505—HORSFIELD, Cat. 331—
GouLp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIIIL, pl. 10—Khatya of Nepal—
Rabnoon or Rapnun-pho, Lepch.

Tne YELLOW-BACKED SHRIKE-TIT.
Descr.— Male, top of head and nape slaty; a black band from

the base of the bill through the eyes and over the ear-coverts,
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meeting at the nape; back, rump, and the very long upper tail-
coverts, brilliant deep rusty-yellow; wings and tail jet black,
and the former with more or less white on their inner webs; a
large central portion of the wings, purplish slaty ; the scapulars
olive-yellow ; and most of the quills, and lateral tail-feathers,
tipped with white ; below, from chin to the legs pure white; from
‘ the middle of the abdomen to the under tail-coverts, flavescent, the
| flanks broadly barred with black. The female is a trifle smaller,
her mantle is paler and more flavescent, and variegated with black
longitudinal drops, and her cheek-band is brown instead of
black.

Bill blackish above, plumbeous beneath; legs oran

Q

¥

e yellow;

; tail 21

irides brown. Length 7 inches; extent 11; wing 3

=

bill at front §; tarsus 1{; hind toe and claw 2.
4 This bird has hitherto only been procured in the S. E. Himalayas,

from Nepal to Bootan. I found it not very common at Darjeeling,

usually from 6,000 to 8,000 feet and upwards. It frequents very

high trees in small flocks, and lives both on fruit and insects.

P Gen. LErorriva, Blyth. 4
|J Char.~—Bill somewhat lengthened, slender and slightly curved,
the tip of the upper mandible slightly bent over, and feebly emar-
ginate ; nostrils long, narrow; rictal bristles fine and inconspicuous;
wings rather short, rounded, 4th and 5th quills equal and longest;
tertiaries broad, almost truncated ; tail moderately long, the outer
ones graduating, the central feathers equal.

This genus was considered by Blyth to connect Sibia with Yuhina,
( with affinities for Actinodura, Sibia being according to him one of

the Garrulacine, and Yuhina a Leiotrichine bird. Gray puts

Leioptila among the short-winoed Thrushes. I unhesitatingl
/4 2 § 8

. place it in the present group, so far agreeing with Blyth in its
J affinities for Yuhina. Its relations to Aectinodura, I believe, to be

l those of analogy merely. Its coloration resembles both Preruthius
| J . and Cutia, and the Lepchas call them both by the same name. It
J is in reality, nothing but a slender-billed Cutia.
613. Leioptila annectans, Bryrm.
J. A. 8., XV, 450— Rabnun-phe, Lepch.
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THE SLENDER-BILLED SHRIKE-TIT.

Deser.—Head, neck, and ear-coverts, black, with some white

about the nape; back, rump, and upper tai

-coverts, bright rufo-
ferruginous (as in Cutia) ; wings and tail black ; the greater wing-
coverts broadly tipped, and the tertiaries edged externally at the
base with white, and bordered with white round their broad tips;
feathers of the tail white-tipped, especially the outer ones ; throat
and breast pure white; scapulars, flanks, and under tail-coverts,
weak ferruginous.

Bill black, base of lower mandible yellow; legs pale fleshy
brown ; irides brown. Length 7} inches; wing 3} ; tail 31 ; bill

at front §; tarsus nearly 1 inch.

I only got a &ingle specimen of this curious bird, when at
Darjeeling, and did not myself observe it. Judging from analogy,
the female ]11‘(\]1:11)1_\‘ differs. I am unable to say ;17"\'111'111\2: of its
habits, but it was shot at about 5,000 feet of elevation.

The next group is that to which the name of Leioilniz was
given by Swainson. It comprises, however, several distinet forms,

which were well distinen

ished by Hodgson, and classed by him
among the Parine : although not adopted by Blyth and Horsfield
in their respective Catalogues, they are as well worthy of
separation as many other genera universally adopted. As a whole,
t]lt)’ may h‘,‘ 1'('('1%_'“1ixt"1. ‘H‘\' a I!I(wf.h‘i‘;!l(‘l_\' 4]1111'1. more or less conic
bill, rather short and rounded firm wings, the first four or five
primaries being graduated, and the 5th, 6th, and 7th longest
and sub-equal ; the tail is rather ‘short in most, even or slightly
forked ;: the tarsus rather short, with short, strong, flat toes, the
outer toe much svndactyle, and the claws strong and well curved.

¢ In all the species of Leiothriz,” says Hodgson, * the tongue,
without being elongated, is pointed, rather deeply forked, and

more or less inoced on the edeoes, and, in all, the stomach has

4 good deal of muscular power, being almost mediate between
the typical Finches and Tits. In conformity with this struc-
ture, the food is Pariano-fringillidan, consisting almost equally
of insects, their nests, larvee and pup®, and of seeds. DBerries
are also frequently taken, but I never found gravel except in the
stomach of L. luteus, They creep and climb among the foliage

& 1
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and flowers of shrubs and trees, and explore opening buds so
dilicently that they micht e termed bud-hunters. Their frontal

plumes are in consequence frequen

and viseid juices of p
semi-globular nests, well compact
trees and shrubs.”

All the species d

I':t?(‘lllim,‘ to the i::rnﬂ'!_‘ as and

They are monticolous, neve:

of them are very brigl

ints and tree

well in forests,

olutinated bv the pollen
]

s. They make half pensile or

: 1ode weioht in leafy
1 r nE
and, as f as we know, are

» neichbouring hills in Assam.
' found in the plains, and most

In their habits they may be

said much to resemble the Tit-mice. The plumage is soft, puffy,

and more or less decomposed. The young, in those which I have

observed, closely resemble their parents. ’

Gen. LETOTHRIX, Swainson.

Syn. Bahila and Mesia, Hobpas.— Furcaria, Liesson.

Char.—DBill short, strone, wide

tip, which is bent over, and slightly

curved; a few long rictal

very little shorter than the !

at the base, compressed at the

notched ; culmen moderately

forked, 4th quill

SCoPOLI.

Sylvia, apud ScoroLiI—BLyYTH, Cat. 509—HorsF., Cat. 585—

Parus furcatus, Tumu., pl. col

Asia, pl.—Bahila ecalipyga, Hoba

Nanachura, of the Dehra

3
o~ Descir.—

the crown; lores pal

4"{’;1{' lower mandible to the ear-cove

an

breen; orbitar
v

the breast, and passing to pale yel

in of all ynd

marg

287, f. 1-—GovuLp, Birds of
SON, postea Calipyea furcata—

Rapchil-pho, 1 .:‘lu'}l.

~TIT.

-green, tinged with yellowish on

{ | r
ne . from the base ol
Yo R Al
S ewnat dusKy
L \'-Q-i-:'.’{. -Je}t'])t-.‘{ on
ywish towards the vent; outer

e base of the secondaries, deep

yellow; the last three primaries edged with sanguine towards the

tip, forming a conspicuous bar on the wings; the rest of the alars,

and the tail black, the inner webs

slaty,

of the tail-feathers being dark
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Bill coral-red; legs fleshy brown; irides brown. Length 63 inches;

extent 9; wing tail 24; bill at front -Z.; tarsus 1-i.. The

green of the back soon fades to a o Ty and the bright \clluw

to buffy yellow. ,/,,_.,, Sy con . /‘{ L2

The red-billed Leiothriz is one of the most common birds about

Darjeeling. It usnally associates in small parties of five or six,
1:'0:p1v3|:11:-; the der kets and underwood that .~::1'En;;.—: up
wherever the forest is ally cleared. It is a shy bird, and

avoids observation in general. [ts food consists of berries, fruits,

seeds, and insects. Now and then, during the winter, I have seen

a party of them alight ona road for a few seconds, .‘w)]v;‘l]‘ﬁl\”\f })icl{

up some gravel, and then hurry off into the jungle again. Its usual
note is a chattering call, but in the spring the male has a very

j)l(e:in‘inff gsong. 1 got nest and eggs i‘;‘|u'mwu_\'; the nest

made chiefly of grass, with roots, fibres, and fragments of moss,
and usmally containing three or four eggs, bluish white, with a few
purple and red blotches. It is generally placed in a leafy bush,
at no great height from the ground. Gould, quoting from Mu.
Shore’s notes, says that the eggs are black spotted ' with yellow.
Thisis of course erroneous. Ihave taken the nest myself on several
occasions, and killed the bird; and, in every case, the eggs were
colored as above. This species appears to spread over all the
Himalayas ; is found from 5,000 to 8,000 feet, and higher. It is
common on the Khasia Hills, and other hill ranges to the south-
east; and is said to occur also in China. I have seen it caged,
and it is a lively and amusing pet.

The next species differs so slightly in structure, and in its mode

of coloration, that I think it_barely separable. Hodgson makes
it the type of his genus subsequently Philocalyx and Frin-

gilliparus. Tt has the bill a trifle longer and less curved, the tail
more lencthened and even, with the outermost feathers slightly

shorter.

615. argentauris, Hobasox.

Mesia, :ll)lni HopasoN,— Dang rapchil-pho, Liepch.

Ew r SILVER-I

SARED HILL-TIT.

Descr.—Top of the head black, also the lores, and a streak fromi

tinged with green, and a

the lower mandible; back slaty, strongly tin

5487
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golden fulvous bar round the nape; some feathers at the base of
the bill golden yellow; outer edge of the prunaries, and of the
lateral tail-feathers, yellow ;.upser and lower tail-coverts, and a
large patch at the base of the primaries (except on the first two)
and secondaries, sangineous-red ; throat and breast bright gamboge-
yellow, with a red tinge, and the rest of the under parts are slaty-
green, tinged with yellow. The colours fade to slaty, with a faint
tinge of green, and paler beneath.

Bill yellow ; legs fleshy-yellow; irides brown. Length 7 inches;
wing 3% ; tail 3; bill at front L tarsus 1.

The female is said by Hodgson to differ in the tail-coverts being
fulvous yellow instead of red, but I found them precisely similar,
the young only having those pars coloured as above.

This Hill-tit is not so common at Darjeeling «s the last species,
and inhabits a lower zone, from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, occasionally
ascending higher. Its manners are very similar, and the nest has
been brought to me, with the egzs very like those of the last, but
with the spots less numerous. It is found chiefly in the S. E.
Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan, and I also found it on the
Khasia Hills.

Gen. S1va, Hodgson.
Syn. Hemiparus and /uru!u.g,,-$ llm_b_..\-“n»
Char.—DBill more Parian, short, somewhat conie, compressed,

gently curved, tip entire; some weak rictal sete ; wings and tail

less firm than in the preceding; the tail longish, with the four
central feathers square, the others graduated, all broad ; feet short,
hind toe rather long ; claws well curved.

This form is very distinet from the last, and is marked by its
longer, broad tail, and Parian bill; the head too is somewhat
crested.

616. Biva strigula, Honasox.

BryrH, Cat. 510—Horsr., Cat. 58 7—Muscicapa variegata,
DELESSERT, Mag. Zool. 1846, yl. 19—and Souv. d’unVoyage, pl.
8— Leiothrix chrysocephala, JAxESON —Megblim, Lepch.

THE STRIPE-THROATED HILL-TIT.

Descr.—-Head fully crested, dull orange ; lores and cheeks whitish

or yellowish ; the body above shty, smeared with oreen ; wings
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black, the quills edged with yellow; the coverts olive-oreen :

edoes of the middle alars fiery red: the outer webs of the secon~
daries pale grey, tipped waitish ; tail black, with the two central
feathers iit't'}l chesnut at the base, and for two-thirds of the outer
web ; the next pair tipped yellow-white; and the rest with pale

vellow on the outer webs and

AllJ‘. Increasing iil extent to thre outer-

. L) AN | . 1 . 1 1 % 1 4 3 . -
most, wnichn 1s almost entirely pale vellow oeneath, the chin 18

orange-yellow ; the throat whitish or pale yvellow, with black lunules

or bands, and a black moustachial line bordering it ; the rest. from

the throat to the vent, yellow. In some the head is oreenish
mstead of being orange, but I do mnot think that itis a mark of
sex, rather of nonage.

Bill bluish grey ; leos pale

brown ; irides brown. Length 6}

inches ; extent V; wing 24; tail 2% ; bill at front § ; tarsus 1.

Himalayas to the > %1_
3 A
T 45@
| 1

ly common in Sikhim, frequent-

*forests from 3,000 to 7,000 feet, most common perhaps in the A:"‘ a cal.

& 4 i
upper portion of that zone. It goes in large flocks, keeping at ‘/éfmf ﬂ”"‘
a moderate height on trees, diligently searching there for insects, /l‘blf Few

, 1 . . Y A 4 ‘.,"
and every mnow and then uttering its monotonous call. The !‘”/fj’”[’ ‘\“
e )Lf'l/»u -

This species e:

nds throuchout the whole
hill rances of Assam. It is tolerab

n

Lepchas call this and the two next by the same generic name,

specifying this one the yellow “ Megblim.”

617. Siva cyanouroptera, Hobasox.
BryrH, Cat. 511 —Hozsr., Cat. 588 — [,mulhrix lepida, McLEL-
.l..-\ND—Ji;'r:Jff')fhfé adwm, Ll‘iu';l.
Tae Brue-wiNngeDp HinLrL-TIT.
Deser.—~Above yellowish brown, passing to blue grey towards the
head, which is blue, and rufescent on the rump; visible portion of

the closed wine and tail cobalt blue ; the secondaries, tertials, and

tail Lil);,p;'. with white, and the outer tail-feathers white internally ;

beneath WIltsh, w ith a reddish-lake tnge, fulvescent on vhe flanks :
" P > 2 3 1 . o 1
under tail-coverts pure vhite, forehead with a few faint black

1
streaks.

Bill dusky yellow ; legs fleshy ; irides brown. Length 6} inches;

wing 24 ; tail 21 ; bill at front 4 ; tarsus . The tail 18 even,

sborter.

Pl | £ v 1
with the outer feathers 4
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This very pleasingly plumaged Leiothriz is found in the Hima-
layas from Nepal to I’mm:m. :mcl also in the hills of Assam. Itis
common near Darjeeling, from 3,000 to 6,000 feet, and has similar
manners to the last, being found in considerable flocks, with a hurried
and lively manner, flying from tree to tree, alighting about the
middle, and then hopping and climbing up to the topmost branches,
hunting for minute insects with a lively chirrup.

Stva mipalensis, Hodgson, is now referred to Alecippe, Blyth; and

Siva occipitalis, Blyth, to the next group.

Gen. MiNnnLa, Hodgson.

Syn. Certhiparus, Hodgson.

Char.— Bill somewhat lencthened, slender, derressed at the base,
very slightly curved, tip strongly notched, rictus nearly smooth;
tail rather short, slightly rounded ; tarsus moderate ; toes mode-
rate, slender, basally much connected ; hind toe very large; claws
much curved and compressed.

These birds, says Mr. Hodgson, have a quasi-Certhian structure,
as shown both in bill and feet, and less so in the tail. They are
excellent climbers ; partake of seeds less than the previous species,
and are very like the Tits in their habits.

b

618. Minla ignotincta, Hopasox.

BryTsa, Cat. 512—HorsF., Cat. ;'3:5".3fl_(‘ioth1‘ix ornata, McLEL-
LAND—Minla, Nep.— Megblim ayene, Lepch, i. e. the Red Megblim.

VED-TAILED HiLi-TIT.

Deser.—Head and nape black, with a broad superciliary white

band, and, beneath this, another black band through the eye;
mantle luteous-olive, tending to vinous on the back of the
male ; wings and tail black, broadly margined with crimson on
the tail and primaries, which are also tipped with the same; the
other wing-feathers are edged with white; throat white; the
rest beneath bright yellow. ¢ i

b

The female i1s white beneath, and the colours sn}w\\hal duller.

Bill blackish ; }t‘\‘_:\ El:lul.. vellow; irides brown Leng oth 5%

mclle<= u\‘u’m tail 21 ; bill at front & ; tarsus 13

/:1 » . ‘LA— \."{[Q& r ";;%L‘-ZA Hﬂ‘!-’s" & _b F M [' b *’1
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This very pretty bird is tolerably: common about Darjeeling,
ranging from 5,000 to 8,000 feet. It may be seen in Darjeeling
station, often in company with the common Hill-tit, Parus
monticolus, in small '!"Il‘ﬁe‘; of five or six, hunting about the éxtreme

branches of trees, clinging round and under them, dilio

ntly

searching for msects. Its nest has been brought to me, of ordinary

9 ] £ SR . . .
s]mpm, made of moss and grass, and with four white egos,

few rusty red spots. It has been found from Nepal to Bootan,

with a

and extending into.the hill ranges of Assam. I found it far from

rare at Cherra Poonjee.
-

Hobason, &/~~ "1y
..l'. d.‘.‘..,t i

619.

‘r.f;_ ,;ft'(i‘ 1-‘ 5;\
b i g
F'ag CHESNUT-HEADED HILL-TIT. 1-7/{ = :
o S ( o~
Descr.—Above olive-brown, with a bright chesnut head, the ‘( e ,/‘ﬂ?
/£

feathers streaked with white, and a white superciliary streak extend-

Bryrh, Cat. 514—Horsr., Cat. 590— Prong-samyer-pho, Lepch.

in;r to the nape; ear-coverts dusky, mixed with white ; a narrow

moustachial band black ; quills dusky slaty ; middle of the wing

edged deep rusty, forming a band; the first two outer primaries

hoary ; tail olivaceous externally, dusky on the inner webs; be-
neath, the chin and throat white, also the middle of the belly, the
sides of the breast and abdomen lutescent.
1
]

311l dusky brown: leos fleshy ; irides brown. Length 5 inches;
-]

2. tarsus &

wing 21; extent 7; tail 1 ; bill at front
This species is found in the South-east Himalayas, from Nepal

to Sikhim, extending to the Khasia Hills. It is tolerably common

near Darjecling, inhabiting a slightly lower zone than the last, and >
its habits much resemble those of that species. In its coloration

J s s S 5
1t shows an approximation to some ol the next group.

Pl
I

I'ug DuskY-GREEN HILL-TIT.

Deser.—Girevish oreen above, the feathers of the head I)l't?::f?l_&?

1 1

margined with black, with a pale yellow supercilium, and, above

1

i e 1
ningeiec

dusky and white ; secondaries

this, a black one; cheeks 1

M? &. "‘-y_r',-y\kfx. M&iﬂ(}}"su:ﬁ'i -*rr.u-.d.di;‘. ;
(”'}\_If E oo delil . B -

’
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edged with yellowish, and the tertiaries edged grey; beneath pale
vellow.

L Qame birds (females 7)) e A e . .
e e ;f,{(”é, Some birds (females 7) differ in beine somewhat more cinereous

y’ - pult vl

2«
af

v -
—
VR

above, and whiti

Bill dusky ; legs fleshy 5 ellow ; irides brown. Length 4% inches;

wing 21 ; tail 13; bill at front % ; tarsus 2. 5

This s[w[_'\_";l__‘ﬁ is not common in Sikhim, but appears to be more so

n NL‘I}:[]. I (le'i.\‘ ool one 8]

cimen at Darjeeling, but I have
since obtained it on the Khasia Hills.
Gen. Prorarus, Hodes.
Bill entire, quite parian; head crested; wings short, bowed ;
5 i 0 , g ) ;

tail narrow and cuneate ; tarsus rather long; feet moderate; hind

toe long, its claw very long; mails all large, moderately

curved.
This name was at first bestowed on the Siva oroup, but subse-

quently transferred to this place. The two species at present

composing the genus are very distinct in aspect ouch aoreeinc
] 8 ¢ : ' ugh agreeing

tural chi

somewhat in their str acters. The first has the more

typical coloring of the group.
JI

H
11

621. Proparus ch ODGSON.
GRAY’S Zool. Misc, 1844—P. chrysotis, Hongson, apud BLyYTH,
J. A. S, XIII. 938—BLyTtH, Cat. 516—HORSF.

Prong-samyer-pho, Lepeh.

y W |4 )
, Cat, 992—

Descr.—Head and throat fine dark silvery ash-grey, paler on

the throat; rest of the upper plumage olive-green, passing to

vellowish on the rump; ear-coverts silvery ash:; a longitudinal

band of rich orange-yellow on the wings, formed by the margins

of the secondaries; the outer primaries edeed vellow : the inner
ng’ﬁ‘ of the tertiaries !l‘\;!!'j'Ew!t'*] with white, and the :x(j«.‘:‘llt{;ll'if’.‘"\

3

have also a white spot at their e basal two-thirds of the

tail feathers (except the cer

) are edged with orange
yellow ; plumage beneath bricht vellow. The female differs in

having the colours less bright, the lower parts ashy white,

h vellow, the vellow of the wines and tail also

merely ti 1wged wit

beine much fainter, and the oreen above more ashy. The green

o

of the back has a tendency to fade to ashy, even in the male.
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Bill plumbeous; legs pale fleshy; irides brown. Length 44

inches ; extent 6; wing 2 ; tail 2 ; bill at front not

.:Ji!ll._ and I did
not myself observe it. It is also found in Nepal, but

This pretty little bird is not very common in Si

[ did not
procure it on the Khasia Hills.

P r
: Gidky : / 4
¢ a el T Vet J
622, Propafus vinipectus, Hobpasox. #wﬁz_.«.&, 4
T AP
Siva, apud HopasoN.—BryTH, Cat. 515—Hogsr., Cat. 593,
et
Tar Prain BrowN HiLL-TIT. :
Descr.—Head crested ; plumace above and ear-coverts brown, 4 g7
2 I L
passing into rusty in the rump; wings and tail dusky black, with

the outer wehs of some of the quills rusty, and the base of the
caudals the same; the first four primaries with hoary edges; a
white eyebrow extending to the nape ; beneath, dirty white, tinged
with vinous on the breast, and somewhat brownish towards the
vent.

' Bill and legs fleshy brown. Length 43; wing 2%; tail not
quite 2 ; tarsus 17

This' bird was originally described by Hodgson as a Siva, and
afterwards Proparus. Bonaparte has made it a Pacila of Kaup
among the true Pari. Hodgson remarks of it distinguished by its
perfectly Parian bill without a trace of a notch, and by its long,
but not very falcate nails.”

Besides its strong aflinities for Parus, it also tends in its colora-
tion towards the next group. It has hitherto only been sent from

Nupal and the N. W. ”imulxu\ as.

3rd.—Flower-peckers (fzulee).

These birds have the bill more slender and lengthened, and
slightly curved in some. They are, like the last, mostly social in
their habits, frequent the extreme branches of trees, especially
searching fowers for the minute insects harboured there. Most
of them are of plain and sombre plumage; one genus only having
somewhat bright colours.

Gray places them in his Mniotiltine, next to the Parina. Hors-
field classes most of them in the Pyenonotine, one alone, Erpornis,
in the Timaline. Bonaparte locates them in the Melliphagine ; and

TR
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Blvth considers that Zosterops belonos to that group, but places

cenera with the Leotrichine. 1 think that there

the first thr

aflinity of some of the spet ies for Sta and Minla is patent to all;

and, although there may be some doubts about Zosterops and

b
Erpornis, yet most Ornithologists lave classed the former genus

along with Yuhina.
Gen. Ixurus, Hodgson.

Char.—Bill short, straight, sligltly curving at the tip, and
notched ; a very few minute rictal see ; wings moderate, the first
three quills graduated, the three mext sub-equal; tail moderate,
even or slightly forked ; tarsus moderate, stout; toes rather short,
stout, slightly unequal, syndactyle atthe base; hind toe larger and
broad; claws tolerably curved.

This genus differs from Yuhina, with which it was at first
classed by Hodgson, in its shorterbill, simple tongue, and some
few other points. :

These are birds of plain and sanbre plumage, with the head
furnished with a full crest. They ae strictly arboreal in their

habits, and cling to the minute tvigs and flowering branches,

or even climb up the larger boighs. They feed both on
i

fruits, buds, and insects, and are jarticularly fond of searching
flowers for small insects and larve. The tongue is simple or
nearly so.

Hobpagson.

623. Ixulus fic

Lkes. XIX., p. 167—BryTH;

Cat. 618— Horsr., Cat. 402—Siripclong-pho, Lepch.

Yuhina, apud Hobpeson, As

THE YELLOW-NAPED [LOWER-PECKER.
Descr.—Above dull pale brown, with a dusky tinge; head pure
rich brown ; cheeks and nape paler brown; back of the neck

rusty yellow, continued in a demicollar round the sides of the

neck; a dark brown moustache; prinaries edged externally with
white on the outer webs ; lining of whe also white ; chin and throat

white ; rest of the body beneath pale vellow, the sides shaded with

brownisl.
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The female is usually nealy white beneath, or with the vellow
very dilute.
Bill fleshy brown; legs feshy yellow ; irides brown. Length

5% inches; extent 7} ; wing 21 ; tail 24 ; bill at front 7 ; tarsus 3.

i . ¥
This was originally deserbed by Hodgson as a Yuhina, but, on
subsequent examination, refirred to a new genus.

This is a very common :nd abundant bird about Darjeeling.
It associates in large flocks, § very active, incessantly on the mo\\:s.
and ll”if_"wr:i]‘\' hunting among the foliage of bamboos, and various
other trees, for minute isects and larve, and keeping up a
continual twittering the wiole time. 1 have repeatedly had the
re. made of leaves of bamboos,

nest brought to me. I 5 lar

carelessly and loosely put together, and generally placed in a
clump of bamboos. The toos are three to five in number, of a
somewhat fleshy white, wih a few rusty spots. [t inhabits the
whole Himalayas from Mussooree to Bootan, from 5,000 feet
(perhaps lower in the winter) to 9,000 feet, and up\\'m‘ds. It
keeps its crest generally devated when feeding, showing very

distinctly the rusty-yellow 1ape.

624. Ixults occipitalis, Bryrn

Siva, apud BLYTH, J. 4. S. XIlI., 937—BryrH, Cat. 517—

N

Horsr., Cat. 676—Temgyerg-pho, or Turringing-pho, Lepch.

Tare CHESNUI-HEADED FLOWER-PECKER.
Descr.—Crown and nulu-Fm‘l'ufjinnm‘ brown : the coronal feathers

eloneated, and showing a full, but not lengthened or pointed erest,
some white on the occiput md nape ; rest of the upper plumage dull

brownish olive-green ; ths shafts of the dorsal and scapulary
feathers pale ; beneath, likethe back, but much paler, and rufescent;
the throat white, and lower tail-coverts brownish ferruginous.
Bill black ; legs pale yelowish brown; iris brown. Length 5]
inches; wing 2§ ; tail 21 ; tarsus & bill at front §.
This is also a very comnon bird about Darjeeling ; has similar
habits to the last, and congructs a like nest.

A very closely allied sp:cies has been described by Hozsfield in

. i = . S PR o X
his Catalogue, No. 677, T castaniceps, said-to have been brought
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rom Allehanistan by Guif but more likely from Assam; and
l C

indeed, since the above was penned, I procured it on the Khasia
= .
Hills. = A E& C’c’”
625. Ixulus striatus, BryTs.
J. A S XX VIIL p. 413,
TaE S1RIATED FLOWER-PECKER
Deser.— Above., the whole plumage dull earthy brown, the
11

iy o AN ] sl ey
feathers all with white shaf quills dark brown ; tail the same,

with all except the central feathers tipped white ; beneath albescent,
sullied on the abdomen.
Bill dusky brown, fleshy yellow at the base : leos pale brown;

irides

brown. Length 5 inches ; wing 2L, tail 24; hill at
front § ; tarsus 3.
Mzr. Blyth described this species from a specimen sent from

'1'011:1.\'51_\15151. I obtained one specimen at Darjeeling and another

on the Khasia Hills, which T shot at about 4.500 feet of elevation.

Gen. Yunina, Hodoson.
S\'ll. P(_)[.‘/w[u.’.', 7};’1({'_"*
Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, slender, much compressed
beyond the nares ; tip of the upper mandible slightly inclined, with
three minute teeth on each side rnu;‘rc.\\.':‘\m‘ always distineguish-

1
1

able) ; a few weak rictal bristles ; wine as in the last ; tail moderate,

nearly even, or divaricate: leos and feet strong, slender, hind toe

and claw very larce ; claws well curved.

This genus differs from the by its longer bill, somewhat

brushed tongue, and, in its ha

1, 1t 1s still more a Flower-hunter.
The head is more or less crested - the tongue is l!t‘l‘]);}' cleft, fila-
nentous and brushed. Hodoson savs ¢ Thev adhere exclusively to
the wild uplands, preferring the lower and more umbrageous to the
higher and barer trees, and scem to procure no portion of their food
from the ground. They are usually found in small flocks, and have
a monotonous feeble monosyllabic note. They feed on viseid,
stony berries and fruits, and tin 1y insects that harbour in the cups of

large deep flowers, such as the Rhododendrons, and to which the

birds cling with their strong feet.”
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626. Yuhina gularis, Hopasox. AT
As. Res. XIX. 166—BryTH, Cat. 519—HozrsF., Cat. )Q_.A(ﬁ Al

Fugi-pho, Lepch.
THE STRIPE-THROATED FLOWER-PECKER,

D(.’.&M'.—A\IJO\'P, with T.t‘l‘ii:ll'gtf.\‘ and tail, obseure olive-brown : cap
with a full, soft, somewhat recurved crest, darker and purer brown;
primaries and sccoml:r‘:‘ics black, the- former with a narrow edging
of hoary; the latter with a broad one of orange-brown, the lining
of the wings and inner margin of the quills, towards their bases,
albescent ; tail dusky internally ; chin, throat, and breast, obscure
rufous wood brown, albescent on the chin and throat, which are
.«‘pmu!rl ](mrrilmiin:}]l}' with blackish, and bounded laterally by a
longitudinal stripe of ame hue; the rest of the body below
bright orange-rusty.

Bill fleshy brown with dusky culmen ; legs deep orange; irides

bill at

brown. Length 64 inches; extent 8%; wing 3; tail 2

14
G

front <% ; tarsus not quite

This is a very common and abundant bird near Darjeeling, and,
according to the season, 1s to be found from 4,000 to 10,000 feet,
and upwards. It associates in large flocks, sometimes fifteen,
twenty, or more : these fly from tree to tree, alighting on the middle
branches, and thence climbing sometimes over the mossy trunk,
and hopping from branch to branch, they gain the summit,
hunting all the while most carefully for small insects and larve,
In \\'in.ter they feed a good deal on small berries of various kinds.
In April, when the Rhododendrons were in flower on Mount
Tongloo, at 10,000 feet, I found them in immense numbers,
on the very summit of the mountain, feeding on the minute
msects harbouring in the flowers. This species is found from

I\Cl\ al to Bootan. .
627. Yuhina occipitalis, Hopasox.
As, Res. XIX.—BryTtH, Cat. 520—HoRsF., Cat. 400,
Tae SpaTY-BEADED Hinn TiT.

Des‘(‘?‘_%'[‘np of the head (which is well crested), and back of

the neck, dull slaty brown, with hoary stripes ; the forehead narrowly
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o
D
Bo

tinoced with rusty : the back of the crest and nape bricht rusty:
g . L D gl

with the tertiaries, and outer webs

—

the rest of the upper nlt

of the larger quills, and of all the tail-feathers, dull olive

or rufescent brown; quills and tail feathers dusky on the inner
webs ; quills beneath, near the base, pale buff; lining of wings
white ; ears, chin, lower neck, and 1

yreast, vinous buff; an in-
]'T

distinet black moustachial line; the lower belly, and under tail-
coverts, deep rusty ; middle of the abdomen rusty white or greyish,
tinged with rusty.

Bill fleshy red; legs orange buff; irides brown. Length 5}

1.1 1

inches ; extent 71 ; wing 21 ; tail 2; bill at front % ; tarsus not 13.

This bird is rare at Darjeeling, and I only procured one or two
specimens ; one that I examined had eaten berries. It is found

in the Himalayas, from Nepal to Bootan.
628. Yuhina nigrimentum, Hopasox.
J. A.S. XIV. 562—Hors¥F., Cat, 401 —BryTn, Cat. 1934.

TEE BLACK-CHINNED FLOWER-PECKER.
Deser.

Head (‘crested) and nape, slaty grey; back and rump

5 tip

of chin and lores black ; cheeks grey ; ear-coverts whitish ; throat

white, the rest of the lower parts fulvous or rui
darker on the lower tail-coverts.

Bill dusky above, lower mandible red ; feet reddish yellow j irides
brown. Length 41 inches; extent 64 ; wing 23 ; tail 1%; bill at
front §; tarsus &

This is a somewhat rare bird. I found some seeds and some small
insects in the stomach of one I examined. Its forehead was pow-
dered with pollen. A nest was once brought me which was
declared to 1__\<']c>;if_=‘ to this >}w1’i('>‘; it was a very small, neat
fabric, of ordinary shape, made with moss and grass, and
contained three small pure white eggs. The rarity of the bird
makes me doubt if the nest 1(‘111]__\' l)(‘i(lll;'{l‘d to 1t. It has as yet 01)]}'
been found in Nepal and Sikhim. The two last species of Yulina,
though not well known, apparently, to the Shikarees, were called
by them Zwrringing-pho, the name properly applied to Txulus

occipitalis.
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The next bird differs from the rest of this group by its bright
plul]m:_fu, and the scale-like feathers of the head.
Gen. Myzorniz, Hodgson.
Char.—Bill rather long, slightly curved, slender, entire; nostrils
almost closed by an impending scale; gape with a few fine v ibrisse ;
wings much graduated ; 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th quills sub-equal and
longest ; tail short, even; tarsus moderate; outer toe much syn-
dactyle ; claws moderately curved; hind claw large. Plumage
soft, dense, and copious, very puffy over the rump; feathers of
the head scale-like : tongue brushed.
This genus is unhesitatingly placed by all modern Systematists
in the situation now given to it. It has some of the characters of
_the Nectarinice, viz. the scale-like character of the feathers of the
head and its bright plumage; but the white tips to the quills, and
the red bar on the wing are characters which point out its relation

to this sub-family.

629. Myzornis pyrrhoura, Hopesox.

J. A. S., XII. '984—BryTrH, Cat. 521 —Hogsr., Cat. 403—
GouwLp, Birds of Asia, pt. VIIL. pl. 7.—Lho saguit-pho, Lepch.
i. e the Mountain Honeysucker.

Tor Fire-raiLep FLOWER-PECKER.

Deser.—General colour fine lively grass-green, becoming bright

s i 5 A § 1s 1
a:meruhl green on the forehead and crown, the feathers of which
s

have black centres; lores deep black, which color is continued
t?\.i'ou_gh the eyes; under parts paler, with a slight rufous cast on the
throat and upper part of breast; lower tail-coverts yellow; wing-
coverts and tertiaries green, like the back; primaries black, the
first eight with whife tips, and mostly edged white ; the secondaries
edged red and white, and with a white spot on their tips; tail

with the central feathers oreen, faintly edged externally with red,
and tipped dark ; the other all dusky internally, red on their outer
webs, and black-tipped.

Bill dusky brown; legs fleshy ; irides brown. Length 5} inches;
wing 23 ; tail 2 ; bill at front & ;

This very beautiful bird is rare at Darjeeling, and I only shot

one, myself, close to the station. It was clinging at the time to the
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trunk of a laree tree, not very far from the ground, on which it
o . < ’
had flown from a shrub near at hand. Another which I procured

yow in the station, on a shrub close to

had been shot by a

v elevations, from

the road. It M!!Eimh_'il‘::- keeps to the h
6.500 feet and upwards. One I examine

It has only hitherto been found in Nepa

rm isalso a somewhat anomalous one, both as regards

The next

structure and coloration, and, like the last, is founded on a single
H])L‘R'il’t:.
Gen. Errornis, Hodgson.
Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, conie, ""'l]]‘[’l"i“‘“(‘;d‘ strong,

and notched,

straight, pointed ; tip of the upper n

nostrils exposed; wings moderate, round, 5th quill longest; the

first small ; tail bifurcate, simple ; legs and feet moderately strong.

This genus is placed by Gray and Horsfield next to Stachyris
among the Timaline. DBonaparte locates it with the Pycnonotine.
Blyth places it where I have done, but with the remark ©incerie
sedis.* In its coloration, as in the form of its bill, 1t is related
to ZHM"U.-#"‘,H.‘F; l!:\' the structure of the feathers of the h(,':ld to

Myzornis ; and it has also some aflinity or analogy to Jora.
630. Erpornis xantholeuca, Hopasow.
J. A. S. XIII. 380—BryTH, Cat. 528—THoRsF., Cat. 343—
Dang-pu-pho, Lepch.
THE WHITE-BELLIED FLOWER-PECKER.
Deser.—Above light green, beneath dull milky-white; coronal

feathers elongated and spatulate.

red ; irides light-brown.

bill at

Bill pale horny-brown; legs fleshy

Length barely 5 inches; extent 73 15 tail 1

; wing 2
front L ; tarsus g.

This is not a very common bird at Darjeeling, and I had not
an opportunity of observing its habits. Itis found from 2,000 feet
or less, to 5,000 feet.

*# We have here a remarkable instance both of the difficulty of arranging aberrant

the same time of the intricate relations that appear to

members of any group, anc

exist among the outlying species of allied families.
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It extends from Nepal, through Sikhim to Arrakan, and even to
the Malay Peninsula. This extended geographical distribution,
I may remark, is, in some degree, in favor of its relationship to
Zosterops.

m - . o 't RS . .0 v £ " 3 :

The next genus differs from the preceding ones in having
a wide geographical distribution, and comprising numerous species.

Gen. ZOSTERORS.

Char.—DBill somewhat conic, stout, acute at the tip, slightly but

distinctly notched ; culmen slichtly curved ; rictus smooth ; eyes

) ; )
surrounded by close-set white feathers ; nostrils lenothened, exposed :
vings moderate, 3rd and 4th primaries about equal and longest ;
8
Ist a little shorter than 2nd ; tail short, even ; tarsus moderate ; toes
strongish, two laterals nearly equal, outer syndactyle; hind toe
strong; claw well curved.

Havafinld Ala

- SN . 1 * ) . . - -
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trunk of a larece tree, not very far from the ground, on which it
had flown from a shrub near at hand. Another which I procured
had been shot ]1‘_»‘ a pellet-bow in the station, on 2 shrub close to

her elevations, from

the road. It apparently keeps to the
6,000 feet and upwards. One [ examined had eaten small insects
It has only hi found in Nepal and Sikhim.

a somewhat anomalous one, both as regards

The next form 1

structure and coloration, and, like the last, is founded on a single

‘41)(_‘1'

ren.

AT Hadvaan
RPORNIS, lIlodgson.

Char.—Bill moderate or rather long, conie, {-<)1;11w1‘<v~:.\;:(l. strong,
" - ; : o : 3
straight, pointed ; tip of the upper mandible longer and notched,

nostrils exposed; wings moderate, round, 5Hth quill longest; the
bifurcate, simple ; legs and feet moderately strong.

L o 7

4 first small ;
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It extends from Nepal, through Sikhim to Arrakan, and even to
the Malay Peninsula. This extended geographical distribution,
I may remark, is, in some degree, in favor of its Tclutiunship to
Zosterops.

The next genus differs from the preceding ones in having
a wide geographical distribution, and comprising numerous species.

_ Gen. ZOSTEROES.

Char.—Bill somewhat conie, stout, acute at the tip, slightly but
distinctly notched ; culmen slightly curved ; rictus smooth ; eyes
surrounded by close-set white feathers ; nostrils lengthened, exposed :
wings moderate, 3rd and 4th primaries about equal and longest ;
1st a little shorter than 2nd ; tail short. even ; tarsus moderate ; toes
strongish, two laterals nearly equal, outer syndactyle; hind toe
strong ; claw well curved.

Horsfield classes Zosterops in his Pycnonotine, between Myzornis
and fora ; Gray in his Mniotiltine next to Yuhina ; and Bonaparte
and Blyth in Melliphagine. Some of the species extend from
India, through the isles, to Australia even, the head quarters of
the Honey-eaters; but also to the Mauritius, Madagascar, and
Africa; this distribution in Africa is against the view of its
being a really Melliphagous genus; and, as it undoubtedly has
affinities with the birds with which itis placed here, I prefer

keeping it in this group.

631. Zosterops palpebrosus, TemmINCE.

Sylvia, apud Tewmm., PL, Col. 293 f 3—Z. Maderaspatana,
Auct. BLyTs, Cat. 1333—Hogsr., Cat. 406—JERDON, Cat, 128,

Tae WHITE-EYED TIT.

DF‘SCJ‘.

feathers round the eye; throat and upper breast canary yellow ;

Above light siskin green, with a circle of close white

belly bluish white; leg feathers, lower tail-coverts, and some of the
feathers on the abdomen, tinged with pale yellow.

Bill blackish, horny at the base beneath; legs reddish horny ;
irides light yellow-brown. Length 4} inches; wing 253 ; tail 1753
bill at front % ; tarsus §; extent 6.

This bird is spread throughout the whole of India, from the
Himalayas to the extreme south, and extends to Assam, Arrakan,

2L
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Tenasserim and Ceylon. Towards the south it is somewhat rare,
and only found at high elevations ; but, as you get further north,
it becomes more common, but chiefly occurs in hilly regions, and it
is not found in Lower Bengal. It is very abundant on the Neil-
gherries, both in the woods and oardens ; and there it may be
seen clinging to flower stalks, extracting the minute insects
that infest flowers, by the pollen of which its forehead is often
powdered. It associates generally in small flocks, is lively
and brisk in its movements, and keecps up a continual feeble
twitter. In the plains it is found in well-wooded districts, or
jungly places, only, I think in the cold weather. It breeds
on the Neilgherries, and makes an exceedingly neat deep cup-
shaped nest of moss, lichen, hair, &e., not suspended, in those
I have seen, but fixed in the fork of two small branches, in a
Barberry or other low bush. I found two eggs only in several
nests, of a very pale blue, almost like skimmed milk. Hutton found
at Mussooree that it generally suspended the nest by some fibres,
hair, or silk. He describes the eggs as whitish green. He further says
that they are often mixed up with the flocks of Parus erythroce-
phalus, and that they appear to feed greedily upon the small black
berries of a species of Rhamnus common in these localities. They
depart for the Dhoon about the end of October, and they do not
ascend higher than about 5,000 feet. This bird is rare at Darjeeling,
and is only found in the warmer valleys.

Numerous species of Zosterops are recorded from Africa,
Madagascar, Mauritius, the Malayan Archipelago, and Australia,
with Oceanica.

The next two forms are by Gray and Blyth included in the Parine
or true Tits, but, from their mode of coloration, and more slender

bill, perhaps better assoclate with the members of this group.

Gen. SYLVIPARUS, Burton.

Char.—Bill short, conic, straight, very slightly depressed at
the base; nostrils concealed by tufts of hairs and plumes; netal
sete wanting; wings long, 1st primary small, 2nd shorter than
the 3rd, which nearly equals the 4th and 5th; tail rather short, or
moderate, even, or somewhat emarginate ; tarsus moderately long,
stout; feet small; hind toe long; claws well curved.
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This genus, by its plumed nares, evidently grades directly to
the true Tits ; and both this and the-next genus have some aflinity
for Regulus, and may be said to connect the Warblers with the
Tits.

re -

Sylviparus modestus, Burton. V4

Cdegg, {

P.Z.8., 1835, p. 154—BryTH, Cat. 552—HorsF., Cat. 373— /2, 7
. . - # )
Parus sericophrys, HopesoN—Parus minutus, JERDON, Cat, 132. 7#’/4’

THE YELLOW-BROWED FLOWER-PECKER, 7 /n
. i / Vol
—Above ligh re-oreen : benes /.'1’ / 7
Deser.—Above t olive-green; beneath yellowish; a pal 44, él
yellow supercilium ; forehead y (’”t)\\-—“lu n 3 wings and tail (luskv, /o ;
edged externally with bright greenish ye H()w et
F A—‘*-\

Bill and legs plumbeous ; n:tl(u light brow 11) Length 3% inches ;
extent 74; wing 23 ; tail Ig bill at front Y5 tarsus ¥ 4 B gl
This small Tit is found throughout the Himalayas, extending, b? ‘ /;::: o
perhaps in the cold weather only, to the plains ; but it is not common a7-"< fwte Fac
anywhere. I procured one specimen near Ajunteh at the edge of ‘;'J'-‘ ,7”“"“
the Northern Ghats ; and have since obtained it at Darjeeling. It
hunts in small flocks about the foliage and flowers of high trees,

feeding chiefly on minute insects.
Gen. CEPHALOPYRUS, Bonap.

Syn. AFgithalus, Vigors.

Char.—Bill like that of Sylviparus, but more lengthened, conie,
and pointed; nostrils apert; wings very long, pointed; tarsus
short, stout ; feet very small ; lateral toes unequal ; hind toe mode-
rately long ; claws well curved.

This chiefly differs from Sylviparus by its exposed nares,

evincing less affinity to the Tits. o

633. Cephalopyrus flammiceps, Burron.
Zgithalus, apud Burron, P. Z. S., 1835, p. 163—Diczum
sanguinifrons, A. Hay, J. A. 5., XV. 44,
TaE FLAME-FRONTED FLOWER-PECKER.
Descr.—Above yellowish green, brightest on the rump and
upper tail-coverts; forehead, top of head, and chin, rich shining
orange-red ; wings dusky, edged with green; and with two light
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bars on the wing-coverts ; beneath golden yellow, paling on the
lower abdomen and under tail-coverts. The female has no red,
and is a duller yellow beneath.

Bill plumbeous; legs leaden brown. Length 4 inches; wing
245 tail 1§ ; tarsus not quite 4 ; bill at front 8 mill.

This pretty little bird has hitherto been found only in the North-
West Himalayas, extending to Cashmere.

Stachyris chryscea, antea, p. 22, appears to me to have some re-
lation with the present bird, both in structure and colors. Acan-
thiza is also nearly connected, though Gray places it with the Ae-
centorinee. It is an Australian group, extending to the Malayan
Archipelago.

Among the Leiotrichine, ought to be placed Bombycilla, or
the Wax-wings, of which B. garrula, L., is the type; and there
are other well marked species in Japan and North America.
It most resembles Leiothriz, or it may be said to be intermediate
between it and Pteruthius., Moguinus albicaudus, Bonap., of Africa,
pl&ccd by its describer among the Fly-catchers, appears to me,
simply. judging from the figure, to have a very Pteruthian aspect.
Falcunculus, Pachycephala, and Fopsaltria, of Australia, are by
some referred to Purine, but they appear to be better arranged:
with the Leiotrichine, the former genus, by its stout Shrike-like bill,
much resembling Pteruthius. Gray, indeed, in his List of Genera
arranges them here. One species of Fopsaltria by its grey and
white plumage, appears to tend towards the Sylviine.

The Pardaloti, also of Australia, appear very nearly related
to some of the smaller Leiotrichine genera, such as Minla. They
are diminutive birds with lengthened wings ; the head more or less
crested ; a gay and variegated plumage, with bricht markings on
the wings; and they breed in holes of trees, in which they more
resemble the Pari. Among the more slender billed group are
placed Egithalus, founded on the Parus peadulinus of Southern
Europe, noted for its beautiful purse-like nest. Acanthiza 18
chiefly an Australian group, extending to the Malayan isles, of
somewhat plain plumage, resembling the Regulus group; they are
said to construct domed nests, and to lay fleshy-white eggs, with

brown, red, or yellowish specks. These two last genera are very
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close to Sylviparus and Cephalopyrus. Ephthianure is considered by
Gray to belong to the Motacilline, but one species, E. aurifrons
Gould (like Stachyris chrysea, in its own group), appears to

belong to a distinct type, grading towards Fgithalus.

Sub-fam. PArRINZE.

Bill typically rather short, conie, stout, entire ; the nares tufted;
wings moderate, smm‘:\\'hzlr rounded ; tail short or moderate, long
in a few ; tarsus and feet short, stout; hind toe long, claws well
urved,

"The Titmice or Tits are, typically, a strongly marked group of
small birds found chiefly in the Old Continent, a few occurring in
the more Northern parts of America. They are most abundant in
temperate districts, one or two preferring cold climates, and a
good many inhabiting the hilly districts of the tropical or juxta-
tropical regions. In India they are chiefly confined to the Hima-
layas, only three species extending to the hilly regions of Central
and Hmulml'n India. They do not appear to be migratory.

The Tits are characterized by a strong, somewhat acute, and
conic bill, and stout legs and feet. T hc_y differ from most of
the Warblers by having their nares protected by tufts of
reflected feathers and hairs, and by their conical, entire bill, which

led to their being placed in the Coni

0S8tr

fres, by Cuvier and other.
Undoubtedly they have a considerable resemblance to some Coni-
rostral groups, especially to the Garruline, and they are indeed
very like Jays in miniature. This resemblance to conirostral
families is exhibited by others of this, the last dentirostral family ;
to wit, the Accentorine to the Finches, and the Muiotiltinee to the
Tanagers ; and it is probably a real ;zﬂunl_\', for it extends, in some
cases, to the internal :stl'ucun'u.‘ the stomach being thick, and
muscular. But their relation to other tooth-billed genera, such as
Pteruthius, and Falcunculus, cannot be ignored, and they thus form
part of the last and most aberrant division of the Dentirostres.

In their colours they are mostly sober, compared with the Leio-
trichine, black, gray, and white, varied in a few with rufous, and
in others pleasingly blended with blue, green, and yellow. Many
are crested.
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In their habits they are strictly arboreal, active, climbing about
and clinging to the twigs and flowering branches of trees and
shrubs, with a loud, and reiterated chirp. They are very omnivo-
rous, feed equally on seeds, fruits, and insects ; and they pierce
hard seeds or nuts with their strong conical bill, holding it with
their feet, and thus extract the kernel. They are excessively bold
and even ferocious, the larger ones occasionally destroying young
and sickly birds, both in a wild state, and in confinement. They
are very social. They nidificate mostly in holes of trees, or even in
walls, occasionally on the ground, lining their nest profusely with
hair and feathers; and they lay very numerous eggs, usually white
with red spots. A few build pendulous nests like the Jlgithaline
group.

Of late they have been divided into several genera, varying
chiefly in the mode of coloration, crest, and length of tail, but
also in the length and strength of the bill. I shall adopt some of
these genera in accordance with my previous practice, for, though
not very well marked, structurally, they each comprise several
nearly allied species.

The first of these is a well marked group, admitted by all.

Gen. KciraAaLiscus, Cabanis.
Syn. Orites Mcehr.

Auct. (in part) Acanthiparus, apud Gould.

- Psaltria, T., and Paroides, Brehm, apud

Char.—Bill short, small, conic; tail somewhat lengthened, of
small size ; plumage mixed with rufous, not crested.

The following birds have been usually classed under Orites,
but the type of that genus, P. caudatus, or the long-tailed Tit of
Europe, has naked orbits, a still shorter beak, much longer tail,

and is very distinct in form and habits.
634. Mgithaliscus erythrocephalus, Vicogs.
Parus, apud Vieors, P. Z. S.1831—GouLp, Cent. H. Birds,
pl 30, f. 1—BryrH. Cat. 550—HoRsF., Cat. 606—GouLp, Birds

of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 11, Pyiong-samy, Lepch.

Tanr REp-HEADED TIT.
Descr.—Head above and nape rufous; back of neck, back,
and rump, cinereous, tinged with reddish on the rump and upper
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tail-coverts ; wings and tail dusky cinereous; superciliary stripe,
and outer webs of the outermost tail-feathers, white; the rest
with a white tip; a broad black eye-stripe, extending through
the eye and ear-coverts to the nape; the throat black, with a
white line between it and the eye-streak ; chin white, the rest
of the body beneath rufescent white, or pale vinous, deepest on
the flanks and lower abdomen.

Bill black; legs fleshy vellow; irides browsn. Length 43 inches ;
extent 6; wing 2 ; tail 2 ; bill at front % ; tarsus .

This little Tit is found throughout the Himalayas, from the far
North-West to Bootan. It is very common at Darjeeling about the
Station, at 7,000 feet of elevation, and is found up to 10,000 feet.
It associates in small flocks, frequenting shrubs, hedges, and high
trees, and lives chiefly on insects. Hutton describes the nest as
being ‘around ball, with a small lateral entrance, composed of moss,
and well lined with feathers. The eggs are five, white, with
a pinkish tinge, sparingly sprinkled with lilac spots, and with
a well defined lilac ring at the large end. The nest is placed on

a bank, or among creepers twining round the trunk of a tree.’

35. [Mgithaliscus iouschistos, Hopasox.

Parus, apud Hopas,, J. A. 5., XIIL 942—BrytH, Cat. 549—

HogrsrF., Cat. 608—GouLD, Birds of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 15.
Tare Rurous-FRONTED TIT.

Descr.—Above ashy, slightly tinged with olive; winglet, and
coverts of primaries black; a broad streak over the eye black;
the central line of head, and sides of head, reddish fawn color;
the outer tail-feathers more or less tipped and edged externally
with whitish ; under parts reddish fawn or rufescent.

Bill black ; legs yellow brown ; irides brown. Length 4]
inches; wing 21; tail 2; bill at front & ; tarsus §.

This Tit Ah;l.‘-:-ﬂu' three outer tail-feathers graduated, with the
middle pair } inch shorter than the next pair, and its bill is some-
thing longer, and more slender than in
evident link to the true Pari, and Bonaparte includes it in the genus

Pacila, of which P. palustris is the type.

eruthrocenhalus. It 1s an
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I did not procure this bird at Darjeeling, but it has been found

both in Nepal and Bootan.

336, Agithaliscus niveogularis, Gourp. \
Orites, apud Gourp, MooRrE, P. Z. S. 1854, p. 140—GouLp,
Birds of Asia, pt. 7, pl. 14.

TrE WHITE-THROATED TIT.

Descr.—* Forehead white, passing to buff-brown on the back of
the head, nape, and fore-part of the back, and thence to the tail
grey, tinged with isabelline on the rump ; lores, over the eyes and
ear-coverts, black, passing into brown on the nape; ear-coverts
blackish anteriorly, brownish-buff posteriorly, and somewhat
striped longitudinally with white ; base of lower mandible, chin,
throat, forepart of breast, and sides of the neck, to the nape be-
hind the ear-coverts, snowy-white, contrasting with the brownish
band which runs from the nape across the middle of the breast;
the lower part of the breast with the abdomen pale pinky-isabel-
line, passing to white in the middle of the belly ; wings brown,
margined with greyish-white; coverts and scapulars blackish; tail
dusky-black, margined externally with greyish-white ; its outermost
feathers white on the outer web.

Bill black, longish, and slender as in A. ‘ouschistos, Hodgson ; feet

yellowish. Length 4% inches; of wing 2%; tail 2§, its outer-
inch shorter; bill to frontal plumes % to %3

i -2
2 10

most feather
tarse < of an inch.

Hab. N. India. In the collection of John Gould, Esq.’

A species nearly allied to the three last Tits has been lately
described from Affghanistan, Orites lencogenys, Moore, Horsf,
Cat. 607 ; which may occur in our extreme North-western limit ;
and Gould has O. glanco-gularis, from China.

Moore remarks that niveo-gularis, with douschisfos, form one
and group; and erythrocephalus, with the species from
Affehanistan mentioned above, form another. To these Mr. Gould,
in his Birds of Asia, has respectively applied the names

Acanthiparus, and Psaltria, but he has placed 0. glaucogularis under

Mecistura.
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Parus trivirgatus, Temm., Faun. Japan, pl. 34, is placed by
Bonaparte next 0. caudatus of Europe. This last bird; the well
known Bottle-tit of i".;mlpr‘. builds a beautiful oval nest with a
hole in the side, and lays from ten to twelve eggs, plain white, or
with a few red s;nc('li.«‘. The genus Psaltria, Temm., to which these

birds have been referred by Gould, is founded on a Japanese bird

of a very distinct type, according to Bonaparte.
Gen. LopHoPHANES, Kaup.

Head crested; bill rather slender; tail moderate ; plumage
black, grey, and white.

This genus is founded on the P. ¢ristaius of Europe, and P.
bicolor of N. America, which last however is now separated as
Baolophus. The Indian species probably differ in type, but I have
no means of ascertaining to what extent they do so.

The first species differs considerably from the others, and

perhaps forms a distinet group, tending towards some of the Zzulec.

637. Lophophanes dichrous, Honasox.

J. A, S. XIII. 943—HogrsF., Cat. 600—GouLDp, Birds of Asia,
pt. XI., pl. 13.

TaE BROWN-CRESTED TI1T.

Deser,— Above uniform brownish grey ; occiput with a somewhat
recurved long crest; forehead and cheeks dirty white; beneath
ochreous white, passing to rufescent brown.

Bill dusky bluish ; feet plumbeous; irides brick red.

Length 4% to 5 inches; wing 2%; tail 1%; bill at front not
quite § ; tarsus 2.

This appears a rare bird in Nepal. Adams obtained, apparently,
the same bird at Simla, No. 77 of his List of Birds of India, and
61 of the Birds of Cashmere, T

[his last he shot on ¢ the oak-covered
slopes of one of the lesser ranges near the valley of Cashmere.’
638. Lophophanes melanolophos, Vicors.

Parus, ziputl Vicors—GouLp, Cat. Him. Birds, pl. 30, f. 2—
BryrH, Cat. 542—.-Horsr., Cat. 599—Gourp, Birds of Asia,
pt. XL, pl. 16.

b3
4
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[Er CrEsTED Brack-TIT.

Descr.—Above dark iron grey ; head (with a long recurved crest)
black ; a large white spot on the cheeks, from the base of the lower
mandible, and including the ear-coverts; a spot on the nape also
white, and the wing-coverts spotted with white; quills and tail
dusky ; chin and throat black ; the rest beneath grey, with a slight
rufous tinge ; axillaries and under tail-coverts rusty.

Bill blackish; legs plumbeous. Length 4} inches; wing 2§;
tail 1% ; bill at front 10 mill.

This pretty little Tit is found chiefly in the N. W. Himalayas; it
is common at Simla and Mussooree, and spreads into Affghanistan.
It is not found in the S. E. Himalayas, where it is replaced by the

following very closely allied species. Adams states that in

Cashmere it is seen in flocks, in the forests of the valley, and the
lesser ranges, towards the South, and that it sometimes associates

with Hgithalus flammiceps.

' ' s LAl TS b R
639. Lophophanes rubidiventris, BryTa.

Parus, apud Bryrg, J. A. 8. XVI. 445—BryrH, Cat. 543—
Horsy., Cat. 600—P. melanolophos, apud HopasoN—GOULD,
Birds of Asia, pt. XL, pl. 14,

Tae Rurous-BELLIED CRESTED-TIT.

Deser—Above pale rufescent grey, with a strong tinge of
ferruginous on the rump; head and crest black; cheek spot asin the
last; wings not spotted with white; the black on the throat 18 of
less extent than in melanolophos, which it closely resembles n size ;
but it is a somewhat larger bird, the wings measuring 2§; the
feet also are stronger ; the black on the breast is of less extent;
and the bill 1s L:(;ns;uiuuuns}y larger, being 12 mill. long, and much
thicker. This species has hitherto only been found in Nepal, and I
did not procure it in Sikhim.

The next two birds are very similar in coloring, but are distinetly
larger.

40y Tinnhanhanes e Bry
640. Lophophanes rufonuchalis, Bryra.

J. A. S. XVIII 810—BryrH, Cat. 541—GouLp, Birds of

Asia, pt. XL, pl. 15.
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Tar SiMrA Brack-TIT.

Descr.—Dark grey, with a rufous tinge on the back and belly;
the nape white, ferruginous in some ; crown of head, (with erest)
chin, throat and breast, black; ear-coverts and sides of the neck
white ; axillaries and lower tail-coverts ferrnginous,

Bill black ; legs and feet plumbeous; irides brown. Length
5% mmches; wing 3; tail 2%; bill at front 1; tarsus §.

This species of Tit was procured by Hutton, near Simla,

high up towards the snow line.

641, Lophophanes Beavani, Bryrs.

Parus, apud BLyTH, in Mus. As. Soc.—Llo tasso, Lepch.
Tre StepIM Brack-TiT.

Desm'.—-\"(\l'y similar to the last; the grey on the upper parts
purer, and less mixed with rufous; the black on the throat is of
much less extent, the bill is shorter and more slender, and
there is no trace of rufous on the white nuchal spot; axillaries and
lower tail-coverts rufous, asin all the group.

Length 5 inches; wing 2%; tail 23 ; bill at front 10 mill.

This is so close to the last that I did not myself discriminate it.
I procured it on Mount Tonglo, in Sikhim, at 10,000 feet elevation,
where I observed it on bushy ground, in small secattered flocks.
Lt. Beavan procured it in the same locality, and Mr. Blyth,
on seeing his specimens, considered it to be distinct from the
previous bird.

These last four species, it may be observed, closely resemble
each other in colors, and chiefly differ in the extent of the
black on the throat, and the strength of the bill ; the two former
species being moreover much smaller than the two last; and,
strange to say, with a corresponding difference in the size of the
bill in both cases.

Under the next genus, restricted Parus, 1 have placed all
the non-crested Tits, except those classed under Zgithaliscus.
This arrangement appears to bring together all the nearly related
species, and the first two on the list closely resemble, in colora-

tion, the species of TLophophanes.




276 BIRDS OF INDIA.

Gen. Parus, L., (restricted).

Form typical ; head not crested ; bill usually stout and moderately
ghort ; tail rather short.

There are two or three types in this genus, even as now res-
tricted, each of which is represented in India. The first is that
Parus ater of Europe; the second that of P. major; and the
third, without a representative in Europe, that of my P. nuchalis,

is allied, apparently, to the African group Melaniparus.

642. Parus cemodius, HopGsox.
JoASXITE 948
Tae Himarnavax CoLe-TrT.
Descr.—* Very closely allied to P. ater of Europe, but the bill
decidedly more slender and compressed; the black also descends
more upon the breast, and spreads laterally, circumseribing the

Iz

sides of the neck; and the back is less tinged with olivaceous,

while the belly would appear to be more rufescent than ifs
European representative. Nepal.’

Such is the description given. There is no specimen of this bird
in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, nor in that of the India
House.

P. ater has the head, chin, and throat, black, with a broad white
cheek spot, and a nuchal spot of the same color; the back and
wing-coverts bluish grey, the latter with white spots, forming two
bars ; wings and tail brownish grey, the former edged with green;
the breast dull white; belly, flanks, and under tail coverts fawn
colour, tinged with green; the upper tail-coverts also greenish

fawn. Bill and feet black. Length 4} inches, wing 2§.

643. Parus Atkinsoni, Jerpon.

Tee Sikpim CoLe-TIT.
Deser.—Whole head

nuchal spot and white cheek band as in afer ; upper parts dark

chin, and throat, black, with the white

leaden-grey, .darker on the wings and tail, the former of which 18

totally without white spots; beneath, from the throat, dull grey,

slightly tinged with rufescent ; under tail-coverts ferruginous.




PARINZE, 2717

Bill black ; legs dark plumbeous. Length 4} inches; wing 2§;
tail 1%; bill at front 9 mill. ; tarsus

6H

10"

Fhis apparently new species differs from P. afer in the black of
1

the throat only descending a short distance, not beyond the white

neck spot, and, in this point, differs still more from emodius.
It also wants the greenish tinge of ater, the lower parts are much
darker; and the white bars on the wings, and tips of the tertiaries
are totally wanting.

This Tit was procured by Mr. Atkinson, Secretary to the Asiatic
Society, in the interior of Sikhim, at a considerable elevation, not
far from the snows.

The next bird is somewhat of the type of P. major, of Europe.

g . o - o g . o R
644. Parus monticolus, Vieors.

P. Z. S. 1831, 22—GouLp, Cent. H. B,, pl. 29. f. 2—GouLp,
Birds of Asia, pt. X. pl. 5—BryrH, Cat. 536—Horsr,, Cat. 595—
Sarak-chak-pho, Lepch. :

THE GREEN-BACKED TIT.

Deser.—Above, the head black; cheeks, and a nuchal mark, white;
back and rump olive-green ; wings with the lesser coverts grey,
the median and greater coverts black, edged blue, and tipped with
white, forming two wing bars; quills black, edged with blue at the

base, and with white terminally, and the secondaries and tertials

broadly tipped with white : tail black, bluish externally and 111)1>(::L' TER P e f—

white ; neck, throat, breast, and middle of the abdomen, black ;¢

rest of the lower parts yellow.
Bill black; legs dark plumbeous ; irides brown. Length 53

inches ; wing 22 ; tail 2%; bill at front 8 mill. ; tarsus +1.

s 5 ‘

This is the most common species of Tit in the [imalaya$, not
descending lower than about 5,000 feet and it extends to the hill
ranges of Assam, being common on the top of the Khasia Hills,
though not found near the station of Cherra Poonjee. It is a

jeeling, coming into gardens;

common and familiar bird about Dar;
is active and sprightly, hunting over trees, bushes, and hedges, and
carefully searchine the foliage, buds, and flowers, and occasionally

insects and larvee. I have had

the bark of trees, for various sm

the nest broucht me, from a hole in a tree, a loose mass of feathers
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and moss, containing five eggs, white, with numerous small red

:5[)[)1‘2.

P. viridescens, Swinhoe, from China, and 2. minor, Crould, appear

to the crestless Asiatic Tits.

to belon

The next two Tits, with one of the succeeding group, are the

fonly species found apart from the Himalayas. The first one, as

A £cy) o R . J - "
: ¥ far as general form and the abdominal black stripe, 1s much of
{ b

27 0 ¢ the same type as the last bird, but differs in its plainer coloration,
> Pl B . 2 - i §47 A
it AR 645. Parus cinereus, VIEILLOT.<« /#vis
» ; £ R B T R
T
Z t BrLyTH, Cat. 537—HoRsF., Cat. 596—P. atriceps, Horsr,,
L. T. XIII—Temm., Pl Col. 287, f 2—GouwLp, Birds of
mse 74—~ Asgia, pt. X, pl. 3—Sykrs, Cat. 95—JErDON, Cat. 129—P.
el nipalensis, HopasoN—P. cwmsius, TIoxeLL—Ram gangra, Beng,
(B. Hamilton,) / Y. brcaas 5%
T S pm— oy *
gl :
[HE INDIAN GREY-TIT.
{ Deser.—Head, chin, throat and breast, and a line along the
e abdomen, black ; large check spot white ; plumage above bluish
' cinereous ; greater coverts \\.’]Lm:-i'll»fn,ﬂ, formine g conspicuous
T~y wing-band ; quills dusky black, edged with pale blue, and the
g secondaries and tertials edged white; beneath albescent, with a
i i tinge of rufescent ashy, purer white on the under tail-coverts.

Length nearly 6 inches; wing 2.8 ; tail 2.5 ; bill at front o ;?-4,
= »

tarsus 3.

This Tit extends thromghout the Himalayas, from Nepal to
ek WA -7 Bootan, Assam, and through Central India, to the Neilgherries
JorHes ¢kt : : 3

4and, Ceylon; also to Java, and other Malayan isles. I have

ytocured it on the Neilgherries, and it extends all along the
:

range of Western Ghats north to Candeish. I have also obtained

1t in the hilly regions of Nagpore, and at Saugor, and Tickell got
it at Chaibassa in Central India, but it does not oecur in chg:!l,
nor to the eastward. Itisa very familiar and abundant bird on
1e Neilgherries, with the usual habits of the tribe, entering
gardens, and feeding on various small insects, and also on seeds.

I once found its nest in the deserted Bungalow at Rallia, in the

corner of .the house. It was made chiefly of the down of hares
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(Lepus nigricollis), mixed with feathers, and contained six eggs,

white spotted with rusty red. :
The next species differs remarkably in its mode of coloration,

and in this respect approaches the African black Tits, formed into

the genus Melaniparus, Bonap.

646. Parus nuchalis, Jerpon.
2nd. Suppl. Cat. 129 bis—Jerpox, IIl. Ind. Orn. pl. 46—
Nalla patsa jitta, Tel.
Tae Wuirte-wingep Brack Tir.
Descr.—Above bl:wk: with a white nuchal mark; a white band
across the wing, and the tertiaries broadly margined and tipped
with white ; tail with the outer feathers nearly white, the next
with the outer web only, and the third with the outer web white
only at its base and tip; cheeks, sides of neck, sides of breast,
and belly, and under tail-coverts, white, with a black mesial stripe
from the throat to vent.
Bill black ; legs plumbeous; irides red brown. Length 5 inches;
75 bill at front .

I obtained this well-marked species of Tit from the Eastern

wing 25 ; tail 2; tarsus ;
Ghats, west of Nellore. The Shikarees who brought it to me said
that it was very rare. It has since been obtained by Dr. Stewart
from a tope of trees near Bangalore, so that it probably will here-
after be found in suitable localities on the Southern portion of the
great Table-land.

We lastly arrive at a group of black and yellow crested Tits.
Three species from India have been determined, which were all
formerly referred to 1. wanthogenys; and there is another in
Burmah.

Gen. MacuLoLOPHUS, Cabanis.

Char.—Structure typical; plumage much mixed with yellow

and green ; head crested. Peculiar to the Indian region.
647. Machlolophus xanthogenys, Vicors.
Parus, apud Vigors, P. Z. S. 1831—GouLp, Cent. Him. Birds
pl. 29 f. 1—GouwLp, Birds of Asia, pt. IX pl. I4—Bryra, Cat.
538—HoRsF¥., Cat. 597—P, aplonotus, BLyTH, J. A. S. XVI. 444.
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[ ) YW-CHEEK] I

Deser—Head, fully crested, wings and tail black, the latter

tipped white, and the tertiaries laterally edged throughout with

white : nape, 'J_-nh.‘._.iu;‘ part of crest, and a small r:lipa:l‘r-ﬂ.lii.l‘y
stripe, bright yellow ; back, scapulars, and rump, light olive-green,
the scapulars with a few black marks; wing-coverts tipped with
pale yellow ; the outer primaries white-edged, and with a white bar
near their base, the others bluish externally; tail dusky grey,
white-tipped ; cheeks, sides of neck, sides of breast and abdomen,
and under tail-coverts yellow, passing to greenish on the flanks and
under tail-coverts; lores} a stripe on each side of the neck from
the eye, chin, throat, and middle of breast and abdomen, black.
J3ill black ; legs plumbeous; irides light brown. Length 53
inches; wing 23 ; tail 2%; bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus §. R
This handsome species extends from the North-western Hima-
tl

layas to Nepal, but not further east, being replaced in Sikhim by

the next species. Hutton says that it is common at Mussooree
throughout the year. Tt breeds in April; the nest was constructed
of moss, hair, and feathers, and placed at the bottom of a deep

hole in the stump of an oak tree.

648. Machlolophus Jerdoni, Bryrs.
Parus, apud BLyTs, J.-A. 8. XXV., p. 445—GouLDp, Birds of
Asia, pt. IX. pl. 16—P. xanthogenys, apud Syggs, Cat. 96—
JERDON, Cat. 130.

THE SOUTHERN® YELLOW-TIT.

Descr.—Very similar to the last (wanthogenys), but conspi-
cuously larger; has the back less tinged with yellow, being dull
green with a rl.li_}' tinge ; the .‘-.'wliu-.\' 'thEun of the I)]tml;z._'_vr:. not
so intense in hue, and the yellow sincipital streak short, and not
continued forward over the ave.

4 irides 1icht brown. II,-\‘:l“\l_:t]J 6 111(:1105;

Bill black ; legs plumbeous;
wing 3; tail 2% ; extent 10; tarsus 11 bill at front 9 mall.
of the Yellow-cheeked Tits

This, the southern representative

of the Himalayas, is found on the 2 , at a lower elevation

than P. cinereus, never exceeding 6,000 feet; also in Coorg,
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Wynaad, and all along the range of Ghéts; also in the Sauwor

territories, in the Vindhyan range of mountains near Mhow, and

in the jungles South-east of Nagpore. It usually frequents open

forest, and has the usual manners of its tribe.

649. Machlolophus spilinotus, Bryrs.,

Parus, apud Bryry, J. A. S. XVIIIL.—Bryrm, Cat. 539—
Hozrsr., Cat. 598—J ArD., Contrib. Orn. p.49, with figure—GouLp,
Bitds of Asia, pt. IX. pl. 15.—P. xanthogenys, apud Bryrm,
J. I\ S. .X\vl ’.}-LE‘)—--‘].lr"-"ll’r‘jg’,ﬁ’h‘/\’—_,"lffm: L(‘])(']]_

Tae Brack-sportEDp YELLOW TIT

Descr—Very similar to P. axanthogenys, but the back with

broad, black, longitudinal spots, the yellow generally more vivid,
and the posterior feathers of the crest broadly tipped with
yellow; a well marked yellow supercilium over the eye, extend-
ing to the base of the bill ; lores yellow ; black neck stripe not
g0 broad; the black of the throat and front of the neck also not so
broad, nor extending to the gape, as in the other species; the
white edging to the tertiaries less conspieuous, and white tips of
t]](! Tlli] {l]."‘(} are narrower.

Bill black ; legs plumbeous; irides light brown. Length 51

inches ; wing 3; tail 2}; bill at front 11 mill. ; tarsus 3

This species of Tit is found in Eastern Nepal, Sikhim, and the
Khasia Hills of Assam. It is not very common about Darjeeling,
and 1s chi(!HIV found from 4,000 to 5,500 feet; I observed nothing
peculiar in its habits.

An allied species of this group occurs in Burmah, Parus sub-
viridis, Tickell. *

The last species to be noticed is perhaps the finest of all, and is
the giant of the oroup. It associates very naturally with the last
species, but has been separated, on account of its large size, different
plumage of the sexes, and slightly different style of coloring.

J " Gen. MELANOCHLORA, Lesson
Syn. Crataionyz, Eyton.
Char.—Of large size ; highly crested; bill somewhat length-

ened ; sexes differ considerably in colours,
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650. Melanochlora sultanea, Hopasox.

Parus, apud Hopgson, Ind. Rev. 1836 —HorsF., Cat. 594—
P. flavocristatus, LAFRESN., Mag. Zool. 1837, pl. 80—BryTH, Cat.
534—Melanochlora Sumatrana, LessoN, Rev. Zool.—Crataionyx
flava, ExTON.— Bon tylia-pho, Lepch.

Tae STLTAN YELLOW-TIT.

P
Desor.—Head above (with a long and pointed (tl'est%‘i\, yellow ;
rest of the upper parts, with the throat, neck, and breast, glossy
green-black ; abdomen bright yellow, paling on the under tail-
coverts. The female has the parts black that are in the male,
blackish or rifle-green, and the yellow less vivid.
Bill black ; legs slaty ; irides dark brown. Length 8 inches; extent

31 ; bill at front §; tarsus 2,

131; wing 4; tal

This magnificent Tit is only found in the warmer valleys of
the Himalayas, extending into Assam, and through Burmah to
the Malayan peninsula, and even to Sumatra. It has not, 1 believe,
been found in the N. W. Himalayas. Near Darjeeling it is com-

t, about 1,200 feet, and thence

mon in the valley of the great Rungee
extends to about 4,000 or so. It frequents the tops ot high trees,
in small flocks, feeding on insects chiefly, and has a rather loud
note. The Lepchas told me that it bred in holes in high trees, but
did not bring the nest or eggs.

Hodgson says “it is found in the Central and Northern region
of the hills, passing into the Southern in winter; is exceedingly
fond of caterpillars, and occasionally takes pulpy berries.

There are several other Pari from Asia, chiefly from Japan and
China. Numerous species of Titmice occur in Europe and Africa.
The Blue-Tits have been separated as Cyanistes, Kaup ; they are the
prettiest of the tribe. The Marsh-Tit, . palustris, is the type of
Kaup’s genus Peacila, in which Bonaparte classes my 2. nuchalis,
Proparus vinipectus, and the species placed by me under Fgitha-
liscus 3 also a species from Kamtschatka. The African Tits are
placed under Melaniparus, Bonap., and Parus; and the American
Tits under Lovhophanes and Poecila.

The bearded Tit of Europe, Calamophilus biarmicus (Panurus,

Koch), differs remarkably from all the other Tits, and is considered
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by Blyth to have some aflinity with the Fringillide, and especially
with the Estrelde. It appears to me to have relations with the
Timaline group, near Pyctornis; and the Australian genus Xerophila,
f

ormerly referred to the Timaline (vide p. 10,) is also placed here

by Gray. Other genera placed in this family are Certhiparus, Lafr.,

from New Zealand ; and Parisoma, Swains., an A frican group, already
alluded to, (vide p. 74). The former probably belongs to the last
sub-family ; and Anthoscopus, founded on Sylvia minuta, Shaw,
perhaps belongs to the slender-billed Tits, or Flower-peckers, in the
last sub-family, near Sylviparus.

Sub-fam. ACCENTORINZA.

Bill straight, stout, somewhat conic, high at the base, entire,
or slightly notched at the tip, which is barely bent down; nostrils
exposed ; wings moderate, more or less rounded ; tail moderate or
somewhat short ; legs and feet stout, fitted both for walking and
perching.

The birds composing this group offer a most perplexing task to
the systematic Ornithologist, both as to the position they should
occupy in the natural system, and as to the extent of the division.
I have placed it here as the last group of the Dentirostral tribe,
and as a sub-family of the most aberrant and quasi-Conirostral
family of the tooth-Dbilled Perchers, partly because it really appears
to have affinities for some of this series; and partly because I
know not where else to locate it satisfactorily. Vigors and Hors-
field class it as a sub-family of the Warblers, between the Pipits
and their Pipride, our Ampelide. Swainson places it among
the Tits, with the Mniotiltinwe. Gray locates it between the
Sazicoling and Parine. Bonaparte formerly, in his Conspectus,
placed it between the Pratincole and the Sylvicolinee, but, latterly,
considered it to be a sub-family of the Thrushes. Blyth in his
Catalogue located it between the Buntings and the Larks; and others
also look upon its nearest allies as being the Finches. It will thus
be seen that most systematists have allowed it to have some
near relations with the Tits, or their allies of the Ampelide,
with a tendency towards some Saxicoline and Motacilline forms.
Bonaparte and Blyth may be said to represent the extreme views,
on each side.
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The Accentors may be said to have somewhat the bill of a
Tit-lark, but straighter and stouter; and the plumage of the re-
stricted Accentors is much that of certain Finches ; in others it is

various shades of rufous brown, either plain, or streaked above, and,

i

almost in all cases, with some decided marking on the throat. They

are chiefly terrestri a few cunll‘u:u:;' well on rocks: they nidificate

both in bushes or hedge

<

., and on the eround ; and the eggs, of
some, at least, are unspotted blue. They feed on various insects,
worms, and seeds. They frequent bushy eround, hedoerows, and

the like, or rocky mountains. They are sedentary, occasionally

familiar, and some of them sing nicely. On the whole, their habits

may be said to be a sort of mixture of that of the Finches, with
certain Warblers and Tits. Of the extent of the group, there 1s
great diversity of opinion. Gray includes in it Seiurus, Acanthiza,
Sericornis, Gerygone, and Pyrrholemus, all Australian forms. Bona-
parte (with whom Blyth is in accord on this point) considers
that Cinclosoma of the same region is its nearest ally; and also

that Origma 1s another typical form, these composing his section

Acecentoree of this su -family ; whilst his Acanthizew (-nmpl'irsc the
above last named four genera, with which he has badly associated
Smicrornis, (vide vol. I. p. 376). Swainson also considers that
Seiurus of America, and some of its allies, grade with the
Accentors ; this form being usually considered to belong to the
Motacilline.  Orthonyz spinicaudus, of Australia, appears nearly
allied to Cinclosoma, and is ill‘f:’i.#ii“)i‘}' another Accentorine type,
showing, by the structure of its tail, an affinity for the Certhie.

I am not sufficiently acquainted with many of these forms to

enable me to form a decided opinion, but, judging from what I

‘lll'
do know of them, I consider that the Awustralian Cinclosoma 13
very nearly related to Accentor, and that Orthonyx, Origma,

Pyrrholeemus, Chthonicola, and perh other Australian forms, do

form part of the group ; but that some of the others such

as Gerygone belong to the Acanthizee, a division of the Muiotiltine,

gome of which, it may be remarked, exhibit the markings of the

neck and throat, which appear to be conspicuous In most

members of this family. Origma was formerly considered (vide

vol. 1. page 508) to belong to the Dippers, and, indeed, there is an
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apparent leaning towards that family among the Accentors, as

shewn in the bill of Aecentor and Cinclosoma. Neturus of

America also, and its immediate allies, perhaps ought also to enter
this as a sub-division, rather than the Motacilline.

On the whole, taking into consideration the several groups of
birds believed to associate naturally with it, we may look on this
family as an aberrant group of birds having affinities with certain
Thrushes, Saxicolines, and Wagtails on the one side, with more
distant analogies for Certhia; and, on the other side, with the
Muiotiltine; and, like other of the Ampelide, showing a marked
tendency towards some of the conirostral families.

With such varied forms, and numerous

affinities and ana-
logies, perhaps the present place is about as appropriate as
any other; but, from these very circumstances, it probably
ought to form a distinet family, placed between Motaciliine
and Mniotiltine.

The only Indian member of this family is Aecentor, the type of
which is the Hedge-sparrow of Britain, 4. modularis. In this
country they are entirely confined to the Himalayas, and several
species have been lately described. Most of them frequent the
higher elevations, one species only, in winter, descending to a level
of 5,000 feet, in the vicinity of Darjeeling.

yr,

P

"F"i‘/‘ Gen. ACCENTOR, Bechstein.

Char.—Bill straight, conie, sharp, of moderate length, high,
rather wide at the base, notched at the tip, which is very sli\:’htly
bent down; wings moderate, the 3rd quill the longest; tail moderate,
even; feet and legs stout; hind toe somewhat elongated and
stout.

The Dunnocks, asthey are called by some, frequent bushy
ground, llL’(]l__"L‘-l'{)\\':-' and the like, a few affecting 1‘1:{:!;)' ground
among high mountains. They feed much on the ground, on
various insects, worms, and seeds. They have of late been sub.
divided into several genera, which I shall not here adopt.

The first species noticed is the only Indian one with unstreaked
plumage, and, in its coloration, we see a distinct approach to a Leio-
trichine type, in the wing-coverts and pale wing band,
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651. Accentor immaculatus, Hopason.

P. Z. 5, 1845—A. mollis, BryTr, J. A, S.; XIV o8
BryrH, Cat. 729— Hogsr., Cat. 579—GouLDp, Birds of Asia, pt.
VI pl 5

MARONNE-BACKED ACCENTOR.

Descr.—Head and neck dark ashy; upper back and scapulars
maronne, passing into reddish brown in the lower back and upper
tail-coverts ; frontal feathers to above the eye, margined with white;
lores blackish ; wings with the secondary-coverts pure dark grey;
those of the primaries, with the winglet, black, as are the primaries,
these last having their unemarginated portion externally bordered
with pale grey, forming a conspicuous wing-spot; tail greyish
dusky ; entire under parts deep brownish ashy, as far as the vent,
which is pale and mixed with ferruginous; under tail-coverts, and
flanks posteriorly, dark ferruginous,

Bill blackish ; feet pale. Length about 6 inches; wing 8} ; tail
2% ; bill at front % ; tarsus 3.

This species has hitherto only been sent from Nepal and Dar-
jeeling.

652. Accentor nipalensis, Hopasox.
A. 8., XII. 958—BryrH, Cat. 724—Hogsr., Cat. 578—
A. cacharensis, HopgsoNn.—GouLp, Birds of ,_\:i‘;;, Ipt. VIL

pl. 4. gt
TEE LARGE HIMALAYAN \(““\1,2‘,
Descr.—Head, neck, and ear-coverts mmcmn ( ml\,‘%y- back,

e
rump and upper tail- a,t;\t,.lmw’rm\m with dark centres to
the feathers; wings dusky black, edged ferruginous ; wing-coverts
black with white spots; tail brownish black, with a terminal spot
on the inner web of each feather, and the )\i:mg tip, whitish or
- : G ‘iimr‘ ol bang W
rusty ; chin and throat white with black ASPOtS ; breast brownish
grey ; belly and flanks dark ferruginous; umlu tail-coverts dusky,

tinged with rusty, and edoed with white.

Bill dusky, yellow on the lower mandible legs reddish brown.

Lcnszrl-?"lnth(.:; wing 8&; taill 3; bill at front Beniy Wi
tarsus ,' o/ a8 %45 5

8 .
i
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This, the largest of the Indian Accentors, appears to represent 4.
alpinus of Europe, in the higher regions of the Himalayas. Its
European representative occasionally visits England, and is record-
ed as having been seen climbing adroitly round the buttresses

of a building. Spe - §7 Lewlercor Lafelidlen

653. Accentor altaicus, Braxpr.

A. variegatus, By, J. A. 8. XII. 958—BryTH, Cat. 725—
Horsr., Cat. 574—A. Himalayanus, BLyTH,—A. alpinus, apud
VieiLtor, Gal. pl. 156, (fid. MoorE)—GouLDp, Birds of Asia,
pt. X. pl. 14,

TEE HiMALAYAN ACCENTOR.

Deser,—Forehead, crown, occiput, neck, shoulders, and rump,
uniform dingy brownjsh grey ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries, rufous

brown, mottled with large black spots; a light grev or whitish

eye streak ; wings with the, primaries dusky, pale edged, and the )(/
Pher. A

. 7re
secondaries edged wit b‘fmn, and pale tipped { tail dusky, each

880 o with o white spot at the tip of the inner web ; chin, throat, /é»;,',

and foreneck white, with some small black spots on the chin; a

narrow brown pectoral band or gorget, beyond which is rufous,

lower
streaks,
Bill MJLE legs reddish brown. Length about 6 inches; wing &7
3 nnlﬁ,, bill at lmn‘)'/hg .uwu;/g./. '?Z /
This species, which is also allied to alpinus, has been found

throughout the Himalayas, from Sikhim to the far North-West, and

(:?u-(-; 2,
ﬁ}b’-"ﬂ(t &
bright on the breast, and the latter edged with white, increasing . P
on the rer abdomen ; lower t:lll-cm*erts white, with brown ¢ o "aé’

4

L4 ;(lL
18 said to be common at Kussowlee in winter 2 ‘\_,
[p
‘t“\. ’_,./- b"?
654. Accentor strophiatus, Hopasox. vl o 3
J. A. S XIL 959—Bryru, Cat. 726—Horsr., Cat. 576— L}V,ﬂ
GouLp, Birds of Asia, Pt. VIL. pl. 7—Phooching-pho, Lepch. g5
N e
Tor RUFOUS-BREASTED ACCENTOR. ¥ 113
Deser.— Above reddish brown, streaked with dark brown; a 7 "1%
: : RS 3 : " v
broad eye streak, the first portion of which is white to the middle . (-”f
) ; N

of the eye, surmounting a ferruginous streak continued backward

to the occiput, and above this again is a black streak, forming the
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gide of the head ; a semi-circle of white also surrounds the dusky
ar-coverts ; wings dusky, margined with dark ferruginous, and an
albescent spot at the tip of each covert; tail brownish, with dull
rufous outer margins ; throat white, with a few dusky spots, forming
a line descending from each angle of the lower mandible ; breast
deep ferruginous; abdomen and lower tail-coverts with dusky
brown streaks.

Bill black; legs reddish brown; irides dark brown. Length
5% inches ; wing

; tail 24; bill at front & ; tarsus g.

This Accentor has been found both in Nepal and Sikhim. It
was the only species I obtained when at Darj jeeling, and that in
winter.

655. Accentor Huttoni, Moors.

A. atrogularis, HuTTON, apud BryTH, J. A. S. XVIIL 811—
BryrH, Cat. 727—HogsF., Cat. 577—GouLp, Birds of Asia, pt.
A plo 138, |

TEE BLACK-THROATED ACCENTOR.

Descr.—Above brown, the feathers centered dusky, rufescent on
the back, but greyish on the nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts ;
the crown darker brown ; abroad line above the white :-'ul)urciliu,l‘y
streak, with the ear-coverts and throat, dusky black, the latter
divided from the ear-coverts by a pale line proceeding from the
base of the lower mandible, and this, with the entire supercilium
and the breast, of an uniform light rufescent sandy thue; belly
whitish, the flanks streaked with dusky ; wing-coverts tipped
albescent, forming slight cross-bands.

Bill dusky, yellowish towards the gape; feet pale; irides
brown. Length 6 inches; wing 2% ; tail 21; bill at front 7

“g s

JU ?
tarsus £.

The Black-throated Accentor has been found in the North-
west Himalayas, near Simla, in the Punjaub Salt range, and
also in Affghanistan. Moore considers it distinet from atrigularis
of Brandt.

656. Accentor rubeculoides, Hopasox.

MoorE, P. Z. S. 1854—HoRsF., Cat. 578.—GouLp, Birds of
Asia, pt. VIL. pl. 6
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THE ROBIN ACCENTOR.
Deser.—Forehead, crown, nape, ear-coverts, and chin brown ;
infra-orbital feathers tipped with whitish ; throat, sides of neck,
and shoulder of wings, dinov

rey brown, the feathers of the

throat blackish at the base ; back and rump ferruginous, centered
with dusky; wings dusky, margined exteriorly with ferruginous ;
lesser and greater eoverts tipped with white ; tail dusky, margined
exteriorly with pale ferruginous; breast and forepart of flanks
ferruginous, the latter streaked with dusky; belly white, tinged

with ferruginous on the flanks posteriorly, vent, and margins of

y
I o

the under tail-coverts, the latter centered dusky.

Bill blackish; feet pale reddish. Length 6 inches; wing 3
tail 21 ; bill at front

o+ Larsus i.

This species has hitherto only been sent from Nepal by Mr.
Hodgson., 1t is most nearly allied to strophiatus.

Other species recorded, besides the two Kuropean species, are
4. rubidus, Temm., from Japan; atrigularis, Brandt (if distinct
from Huttoni), from North Asia; A. montanellus, Pallas, from Eastern
Siberia, the type of Spermolegus, Kaup ; and A. Temminckii, Brandt
(montanellus, apud Temminck), from Eastern Europe and Siberia.

A. modularis is the type of Kaup's genus Tharrhaleus; and
alpinus is the type of restricted Aeccentor.

The Australian oenus, Ci

comprises several very prettily
marked birds, the size of a small thrush, of a bright rufous colour,
more or less streaked, with the throat black, or white with black
markings ; the wing-coverts usnally white-spotted, and the tail
white-tipped ; one species with unstreaked plumage, C. castanotus,
Gould, having a marked resemblance to Accentor tmmaculatus.
Orthonya very closely resembles Cinclosoma in its plumage, but has
the tail feathers ending in a point or spine.

The remaining families of the Ampelide are all American. They
comprise the Mniotiltine, Piprine, Ampeline and Gymnoderina of

I ] +1 J P, ' 2
Gray, The MNIOTILTINE, or Bush-creepers, are the Sylvicolinc

of Bmmp;n‘tl:, and are usually placed next the Titmice. They are

peculiar to America, where they take the place of the Warblers of

the Old Continent. They are very varied in their plumage, some

being coloured like the Phylioscopinee, others like Zosierops; and
20
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some are mottled with black and white. They have a moderately
long, straight, sharp, and conical bill, lengthened wings, a short tail,
and a moderately long tarsus. They associate in small flocks,
feeding on various insects chiefly ; and nidificate either on the
ground, or on trees and bushes. They have no regular song. On
the whole their habits are much those of the Tits, and they evi-
dently grade info Acanthiza, Zosterops, and others of the slender- .
billed section of the Leiotrichince, some of which are, indeed, placed
by Gray in this sub-family, in defiance of j_i"\w1:;"|';i{)‘l‘..!t_‘;tl distribution.

The PrerinE or Manakins are mostly small birds, with a short,
thick, well-curved bill, with the nares concealed, a short tail, and
the tarsi rather long, with the outer toe much joined to the middle
one. They are said to asssociate in flocks, feed both on insects
and on fruits, are very active in their movements: and many
are adorned with rich colours. They are somewhat akin to the
Pardaloti. The beautiful Cock of the Rock, Rupicola of South
America, belongs to this sub-family, and is said to breed in holes
in rocks or caverns, and tolay white eggs. This last trait Approxi-

mates it to some of the FEurylaimi ; and the pretty ( alyptomena

viridis of Malacca and Java, which has been found lately in
Tenasserim, is usually placed next the South American genus.
(vide vol. I, p. 239.) If this last is not a type of the Lurylaimude,

2).

The AMPELINE, Gray, (Cotingine, Bonap.) are peculiar to

it perhaps ought to be placed near Co (vide 1. 2

America, and chiefly to the more tropical parts of that Continent.
]

25 : s
They are very varied in form and colour, but mostly have a

moderately short, rather broad bill, with a wide gape devoid of

bristles, and often notched at the tip; nostrils usually cxpusct[;
long and pointed wings; a short tail and short tarsus, with feet
fitted for 1:(.‘1\’11‘1;““_:. They live much on {ruit, and some appear not
a little to resemble the eastern Bulbuls, whilst others rival or excel
in brilliancy of plumage our Orioles and Blue-birds (/rena): such
are the Cotinga and Pompadour chatterers, and their allies, clothed
in glistening blue and purple, a few of which are not unlike some
of the Eurylaimi.

GYMNODERINZE of Gray, comprise some very remarka le birds of

rather large size, some having the face or neck bare, whilst one of
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them, the celebrated Umbrella bird, Cephalopterus ornatus, has
the most gorgeous crest of any known bird, and of which Wallace
has given a good account from life. A second species has been
1;11Q]_\' made known to science. Another remarkable type is the
Arapunga, or Bell-bird of Guiana, of a pure white colour, and hay-
ing a clear bell-like note, capable of being heard at a great distance.

These Fruit-crows, as they are sometimes called, are (iuile
arboreal, and feed chiefly on fruit, occasionally, 1t is said, on insects.
They appear to have distant affinities for some of the Crows and
b‘mi‘:in;‘*.

Perhaps the Vireonine should enter this family rather than the

Fly-catchers, with which they are usually associated.
Tribe CONIROSTRES.

Bill usually entire at the tip, thick, more or less conic, with the

lower mandible deeper than in most of the preceding tribe ; wings

more cenerally lenothened ; tail usually moderate or short, even or

emarcinate, rounded in a few; feet fitted for walking on the

3 . i
oround, as well as for perching.

The Conirostral birds, as a general rule, can be readily distin-
guished from the birds of the last tribe by their comparatively
thick bill, with the lower mandible of more equul proportions with
the upper (i e. conic), than in most of the Dentirostres, rarely
notched at the tip, or bent down over the lower mandible. They
are mostly ;_mmm‘H'-n.:whzr,-z, and while some may be said to be
omnivorous, others feed almost exclusively on grain, Their nidi-
fication is varied, most building in trees, a few on rocks or
buildings, some in holes in banks, or of trees; one family on the
ground. The majority of birds composing this tribe are of plain,
though, in some cases, pleasing plumage, one family alone being
adorned with rich and gaudy colours. They are usually of great
intellicence : many are fine songsters, and our most familiar birds
belong to this tribe. Their anatomy is similar to that of the
Dentirostres ; but the stomach or gizzard of many is thick and
more muscular, and many of this tribe are in the habit of constantly
swallowing small pieces of stone or gravel to assist them in

trituratine the hard grains on which they feed.
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The Conirostres are divided into the following families : 1st,

Corvide, comprising ¢ rpies 3 2nd, Sturnide, the

Mynas and Starlings ; 3rd, Fringillide, the most numerous of all,

comprisi ls, Buntings, and

> . A ey 7 4
Izh‘*i‘ .!,1]]]1:':-- - e, f anagride, 01

1e Tanagers; and lastly the

Alaudide or Larl All of these are represented in India except

1er.ca.

1 m LI | Il 1
the Tanagers, which are confined to

e ry 1 FTTY T
Fam. CorvIDA.

3ill strong, more or less compressed, usually entire, rarely

notched at the tip; nostrils thickly clad with stiff incumbent
bristles ; tarsus stout; feet strong, and clavs well curved : of large
size mostly.

This family comprises the Crows, Choughs, Magpies, and Jays.

They are of large size compared with others of this tribe, or the

‘e the most omnivorous of all birds,

Dentirostral perchers.
inos and some other birds, not now

and, indeed, with the Star

E e + an +1 x n 3 o m I e o o
referred to tribe, they constitule Temminck’s order,

vary a oood deal in the lenoth and strencth

Omnwora.

of their bill, length of wing and tal, and also of tarsus.
Many feed l‘;:l“ﬁi'.l-l|].l\‘ on the ground, others on trees, and, as

they eat all kinds of food from

Temminck’s name

carrion to grain.

They are divided into lowing sub-families: Corvine,
Garruline, Dendrocittine, Fregiline, and S";'z_'}h“';‘f:ftr_r’: the last

only occurring in Australia and O¢

aqnl1ca

Sub-fam. Corvinm, Crows and Magpies.

Bill very stout, long, straight, with the ridge more or less
curved ; wings long, somewhat pointed ; tall variable ; tarsus stout,
strongly scutate ; claws well cu ved.

The Crows are birds of larse size aad robust form, usually

orey or white, and are too well known to require

black, or pied with

any further details ey are undoubiedly the most highly

intellicent of birds, they possess the most varied

orcanized and
powers, and can live on all kinds of food. They fly well, walk
with ease, climb adroitly ; and may be seer eating carrion with the
Vultures ; catching winged Termites with Fly-catchers and Bee-

= By
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CORVIN A, 293

eaters; fishing with Gulls and Temns at the wake of a ship; .
plucking fruit with green Pigeons and Cuckoos ; or eating orain
with. Sparrows and Weaver birds. They are {m“m:‘wrmd
bold, if undisturbed, but excessively wary if danger approach
them; they are domesticated readily, have great powers of imita-
tion, and, in their habit of pilfering and hoarding up articles of
different kinds, they exhibit great cunning - and intelligence.
Lastly, the most typical species oceur in almost all climates habit-
able by man, and are, therefore, found all over the world, except in

that exceptional country, Australia,

Gen. Corvus, Linnzus (in part),

Char.— Bill long, very strong and thick, straight; the culmen
more or less (:h}\':ncd; nares lﬂ'ulw'im] })_}-' very 1()11;‘ and l'iu‘id
bristles ; wings long and pointed, 1st quill short ; 2nd a little Hh()ljtet‘
than the 3rd and 4th, and the 5th usually sub-equal to them ; tail
moderate, even, or somewhat rounded ; tarsus very stout, of
moderate length, with strong scute; feet moderate; lateral toes
about equal ; claws sharp and strongly curved.

The Crows have oflate been sub-divided into several sub-genera,
but, with Horsfield, I shall only separate the Jackdaws generically.
The crows may be sub-divided into Ravens, Carrion Crows, Rooks,
and Crows.

Ist.—Ravens, restricted Corvus, apud Gray ; Coraw, apud Bona-
parte.

They are of large size, have very stout beaks, are solitary

in their habits, and very predacious and carnivorous.

657. Corvus corax, Linnazus.

GovurLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 223—BLyTH, Cat, 447—HogsF.,
Cat. 829.— Dom-kak, and Doda, H. in the N. W,

Tae EuropEAN RAVEN. 3

Deser.—Wholly olossy black; the feathers of the chin and

throat lanceolate: tail rounded; the ridge of the upper mandible

much arched towards the tip; the wings reach to about 3 inches

from the end of the tail.
7 i
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294 BIRDS OF INDIA.

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. Length 25 to 26 inches;

wing 161 ; tail 94; bill at front 3 ; height of bill 17, tarsus 24.

The Raven of Europe is stated to oceur in the Punjab, about
Ferozepore, on this side of the Indus, and also in Upper Sindh,
during the cold weather only, migrating to Affghanistan and the
neighbouring hills to breed, which it is said to do in the N. W,
Hinmh]‘.\';is, and in the neighbourhood of Cashmere. Dr. Stewart
states that at Wuzeerabad (in the Punjab) it is as common and as
impudent as Corvus splendens ; and that it appears to replace
C. culminatus entirely in the Punjab. Hutton, on the contrary,
says that he never saw it in India, but that it is common n
Affechanistan. Adams confirms Dr. Stewart’s statement, and says
that it “is an inhabitant of the Northern countries of India,
commencing at Upper Sindh; it 1s found all over the Punjab,
at every season of the year, where they frequent camps and

antonments with Govind Kites, and Egyptian Vultures.” = Many

interesting accounts of the docility and intelligence of Ravens
are to be found in all popular treatises on Ornithology, and it
is considered to imitate the human voice as perfectly as any

known bird.

658. Corvus tibetanus, Hopasox.

Ann. Nat. Hist. n. s. III. p. 203—HogrsF., Cat. 830—C. bac-
trianus, BONAP.

TaE TiBET RAVEN.

Deser.—Nearly allied to C. coraz, but somewhat larger in size,
and the bill appears to be somewhat higher at the base, and
stronger than in the bird of Europe; wings and tail also longer.
Lenoth fully 26 inches; wing 19; tail 11%; bill at front 3;

height 1%

The wines reach to within 2 inches or so of the
end of the tail.

Horsfield keeps this species apart from the Raven of Europe,
and T have followed him in so doing, but I am not fully convinced
of their being quite distinct, and a larger series of specimens from
different recions should be examined more critically. If it really

el = o x s . v . 11 p =
be distinct, it will probably be found to inhabit all Hastern and

Central Asig, with China: in fact, to replace the European species
2y ; 10 Tact, I
b 1]
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CORVIN . 295

in the cast of the Old Continent. Bonaparte considered it a good
species, but Adams states that he considers those which he obtained
and named corax, to be identical with Hodeson's tibetanus. It
]l;ls bL‘CIl I'(Jillu.l ill l-il(iltl\:l. i(timun]l, :i]l(ll (ll]h‘l' S}Il'F on lhc more
eastern part of the Himalayas. I never saw it in Sikhim.

Other Ravens are foundin various part of the World.

2nd.—Carrion crows, Corone, Kaup and Gray.

659. Corvus corone, Lisnaus.
GouLp, Birds of Europe, pl. 221—Ilorsr., Cat. 831—ADAMS, i
List of Birds of Cashmere, No. 13.

(

TaE EuroPEAN CARRION Crow.

Descr.—Plumage black, highly glossed ; feathers of the throat
short, ovate, lanceolate, compact ; tail very nearly square; the bill,
compared with that of culminatus, more rounded on the culmen,

more gradually curved, and altogether weaker, with the nareal
bristles perhaps longer.
Bill and legs black. Length 194 inches; wing 13; tail 7; bill

at front 2%; tarsus 24
On the authority of Dr. Adams, I insert the Corby or Carrion

i’ Crow of Britain among the birds of India, for it is not in Blyth’s
Catalooue, nor in that of Horsfield, as from India; but the
latter naturalist has it from Affehanistan, where it was

obtained by Griffith. Adams says that it is very common in

Cashmere. :
L "A e
660. Corvus culminatus, Syxes. 220l
i, L 1 y T " \ ) 3 ) 1 ,-7/ £ o .
Cat. 117—BryTH, Cat. 448—HorsF., Cat. 833—C. macror- #d+« ¥ 5
1 O Al > ‘S T - &«
hynchos, apud Jerpon, Cat. 158—C. corone, var. FRANKLIN— A e
) ) 4] 5 7
: C. corax, apud RoyLeE—C. enca, apud SUNDEVALL—C. orientalis, / <&z &

EversMaNn—Gray and Harpwicke, 11l Ind. Zool. 2, pl. 36, f. 2.
—Dhar or Dhal kowa, H., on the North, Dheri-kowa H. in the
South— Karrial of some Falconers—Dad-kag, Beng.—Kaki, Tel.
—Kaka, Tam.— Ulak-pho, Lepch.— Ulak, Bhot.—Raven of some
Europeans in India.

A S . <) 4= 7/ 7
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296 BIRDS OF INDIA

TaE InpIaNn CoORBY.

Deser.—Above glossy black, dull black beneath ; tail slightly

rounded ; wings reach nearly to the .end of the tail; bill straight

at the base and high, culmen raised, curving strongly towards the
tip.

Bill and legs black ; irides dark brown. Length 21 inches; wing
13%; tail 7¢; bill at front 2% ; tarsus 23.

The common Carrion Crow of India is found throughout the
whole country, from the extreme south and Ceylon, to the Hima-
layas as far west as Cashmere; and, eastward, it occurs in
Assam, Burmah, and the Malayan Peninsula. Adams states that it is
not found in the Punjab. Though not nearly so numerous as
C. splendens, this Crow is yet very abundant and generally spread,
less affecting the mneighbourhood of man, and often found
in the most wild and unfrequented spots, in  dense forests or
bleak mountains. In the south of India, as at Madras, the Neil-
gherries, and elsewhere, it is almost as familiar and impudent as
the common Crow, but, towards the north, it is perhaps less seen
about towns and villages. It is eminently a Carrion Crow, and
Mr. Blyth remarks that it * especially frequents the vicinity of the
great rivers.” It is often the first to discover the carcass of any
dead animal. Like the rest of its tribe, however, it will partake of
any kind of food, and Sundevall states that he found nothing but
larvee and butterflies in those that he examined. Its voice is the
usual harsh caw, but hoarser and shorter than that of the European
Crow, according to Sundevall. It is very destructive, in some
places, to young chickens, pigeons, &ec., and, I am informed, will
occasionally destroy a young kid. It also pilfers the eggsand
nestlings of many birds, on which account, perhaps, the King
Crow (Dicrurus m.acrocercus) pursues it more relentlessly than it
does the common Crow.

It I)T(r(n,zs, according to the localit

y, from April to June, or later,

generally on some isolated tree, makinge the usual nest of sticks,
which is, sometimes, in colder countries, lined with hair. ( Vide

Hutton, Oolegy of India, J. A. S. XVII. pt. 2, p 9). The eggs are

three or four, dull green, thickly spotted with dusk y brown. Ocea-

sionally the Koel (Ludynamys orientalis) drops an egg in the ncstrof

oo




CORVINA

this Crow,
343).
Bengal.

makes such a stout resistance, and she

in place of
]

I have often

Occasionally

Y "
e Lugour 18

| 0 g ¢
IRaWKS al

do not like slipping their

661.

1859, p- 171, No. 14, Bird
TeE Brack Hi
b

as are the tail

Deser.—¢ Uniform lack ;
+h

Ll

metallic

mucronate at their tips,

between the Carrion Crow (corone) ax

=

L.

Corvus intermedius, ApAwms.

L-Crow.
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Crow (vide vol. 1.
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It is orecarious, feeds on offal and carrion ; it is strone and

o

rapid, and it is often seen tormenting kites and other large birds.

Tt is familiar in its habits, and is generally seen feeding in villages or
around the hill stations : is abundant on the mountains round the
\“u.“(}y of Cashmere. and,
of Dugshai and Simla,
This is evidently the black

vol. XXIIL., p. 601.

1
1

eastward, on the ranges near the stations

also on the lesser Himalayan ranges.’
Hill-Crow of T glereoiy

Theobald,

Q
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3rd Crows—restr